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What is Wikivoyage?

● “The free worldwide travel guide that anyone 
can edit.”

● “Travellers helping travellers”.

● A vibrant community of travellers from 
around the world.

● Emerged from forks with Wikitravel.

http://en.wikivoyage.org/wiki/Wikivoyage:Copyleft
http://en.wikivoyage.org/wiki/Wikivoyage:Plunge_forward
http://en.wikivoyage.org/wiki/Wikivoyage:Plunge_forward
http://en.wikivoyage.org/wiki/Wikivoyage:Plunge_forward


Why participate in Wikivoyage?

● Travel is educational

● Writing about travel is fun
 
● Edit based on your own experience

● A welcoming and supportive community

● “Plunge forward!”



How is WV different from WP?

● References not required [citation needed]

● More colorful language encouraged

● Photos given more prominence

● WP is not a travel guide (does not tell you 
how to get to where you wish to go, how to 
survive once there or what to see)









Community

● Efforts organized around “expeditions” rather 
than “wikiprojects”

● Each language variant has a ‘pub’ or 
‘lounge’ for lively discussions

● A small community, but friendly and 
effective.



The story so far

● Content began on site called Wikitravel in July 2003
● German split off in Dec 2006 as Wikivoyage when WT 

was sold to a private enterprise for $1.7 million, Italian 
joined one year later

● Internet Brands proceeded to add advertising and 
started to dictate policy

● Proposed collaboration between en-WT/ WM Feb 2012 
(there was already ongoing discuss to split from IB).

● Mar 2012 discussion on meta. Wikivoyage invited to 
rejoin and accepted. 

● Formal RfC Apr 2012. Closed in support Aug 2012. 
● Newest WMF sister site, beta Nov 10th, 2012, official 

launched Jan 15th, 2013



Wikivoyage’s first steps

● The location database (Wikivoyage’s 
WikiData) was launched on 17th, October 
2008

● 10,000 articles on WV/de: 24, May 2010

● 20,000 media files on Wikivoyage shared: on 
02. June 2010



Birth of a new sister site

● In an effort to stop the launch IB sued two 
people within the WM movement

● Accusations included: trademark breach and 
commercial misconduct

● The WMF offered to defend the two and 
launched a counter suit to get support for 
forking of CC BY SA content resulting in 
legal fees of ~$350,000

● Case was won Nov, 2012



Growth
● Edit count 186,000 greater than predecessor 

few months out
● WV has 1,200 more English articles
● Launched a new main page March 26th, 

2013
● WT copied many of the design features July 

11th, 2013
● Launch with 7 languages, 7 more languages 

added since the launch, some other 
languages prepared in Wikimedia Incubator

● Pageviews still small at 9.1 million in July of 
2013















What can WV tell us about 
movement wide issues?

● Growth (editor numbers peaked ‘07)
● All the easy stuff has been covered?
● Too hard technically to edit?
● Too many rules? 
● Other fun things to do?



How to find new contributors?

Attracting new user groups:
● Women
● Youth (field trips with school classes and 

learning writing articles on WV)
● Tourism organisations (expedition active!)
● Promoting new ways of traveling (biking, 

boat cruising ...)
● Activities  - not only diving.. kitesurfing, 

running, triathlon ....
● Collaborating with other communities - 

geocaching, orienteering ...



The Popularity Problem

● ‘Search Expedition’ created to attract views
● Increase awareness / readership
● Google pagerank for English main page is 

currently 0/10
● Increase collaboration / reuse by other 

projects (WikiSherpa or Kivix allows 
downloading of travel guides and maps for 
your phone)



Recent and running projects

● Editathon on Spanish Wikivoyage (thanks to 
WM Mexico)

● Collaborating with the municipality of 
Wennigsen (Deister) in Lower Saxony to 
create an article template, corporate design, 
a perfect article to be shown to new 
contributors

● Collaborating with local youth associations in 
Upper Lusatia to persuade them to write 
articles after doing field trips



Maps are key

● Wikivoyage:Mapmaking Expedition

● Wikivoyage:Dynamic maps Expedition

● Active collaboration with Open Street Maps









Hiking 
trails



Collaboration with other WMF 
projects

● Using country portal sites to interact with the 
WP contributors. Touristy content can be 
moved to WV

● Extending Wiki Loves Monuments - Adding 
some information to the corresponding WV 
article (facts, short history, how to go there)

● GLAM



Future directions 
● Search issue (for some reason Google does 

not love us yet)

● Improve collaboration with other WMF sites

● Make it easier to add listings

● Ability to add reviews



Allowing reviews feedback tool maybe?





Adding new listings



Current listing tool



The Wikivoyage Association

● Hosted Wikivoyage from start to Oct 2012
● Non-profit association with members from 

Germany and Belgium - and now from 
Canada and Pakistan

● Members during that period: 10, Finances: 
800-1000 Euro per year

● Human resources: 1 admin doing the 
administration and the migration of all 
language versions.

● Still hosting the association website and new 
features like the new map features



The future of the Wikivoyage 
Association

● Supporting all Wikivoyage languages and 
coordinating collaboration between the 
languages

● Initiating local campaigns

● Doing advertising

● Interacting with news and online medias



How to support the Wikivoyage 
Association

● Becoming a member

● Becoming a supporter/volunteer



A new logo

● In May of 2013, WTO complained about the 
similarity of WV logo with their own.

● As we are both involved in "liberalization of 
international trade" this concern has real 
merit.



New logo needed end of Aug, 2013!

1. Submissions here: http://meta.wikimedia.
org/wiki/Wikivoyage/Logo_2013/Submissions

2. First results here: http://meta.wikimedia.
org/wiki/Wikivoyage/Logo/2013/R1/Results/Candidates

http://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikivoyage/Logo_2013/Submissions
http://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikivoyage/Logo_2013/Submissions
http://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikivoyage/Logo_2013/Submissions
http://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikivoyage/Logo/2013/R1/Results/Candidates
http://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikivoyage/Logo/2013/R1/Results/Candidates
http://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikivoyage/Logo/2013/R1/Results/Candidates


Getting started!

● Edit your hometown
● Add some restaurants
● Upload travel photos or images from your 

community
● Edit pages about the last few places you 

have been
● Join in improving phrasebooks for your 

language



Any questions?

Please add your experiences in Hong Kong to Wikivoyage!

@Wikivoyage
fb.com/wikivoyage.org


