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A little about myself

● Small town ER doc
● Some academic affiliation but 

am a long way from 
my University (~800 Km)

● Became involved in 2008 after 
coming across a poor quality 
medical article

● An active volunteer ever since



What we have done

● Stats
● Medical app
● Translation efforts
● UCSF

● Videos
● Licensing
● Other collaborations
● WPMF



Stats
● Article numbers: 155,805 across 255 languages 

(2013) -> 183,648 across 275 languages (2015) 
[18% increase]

● Pageviews: ~6.5 B (2013) -> ? (2015)
● Editors: 274 (2013) -> 318 (2015) [16% increase]
● 3rd most active WP after MilHis and WomRed 

(2nd most watched)



Community Health



Reference numbers



● Built in collaboration with WMCH
● Updated to include anatomy and medication 

content in addition to medicine
● 932 megabytes
● ~10 k of downloads
● ZIMs in other languages but no apps yet



The App
● Overall rating of 4.7
● Banners promoting 

it on ENWP on three 
articles with no 
issues (yet)

● 5.5% -> 9.5% from 
3rd party referrers

● “Brilliant. Wikimedia, by 
providing these very 
useful contents for free 
and in such a simple and 
easy to use app, you are 
serving humanity.”



Installs (May 16th banners placed)



Reach

● ENWP
○ 43% US
○ 10% UK
○ 7% India
○ 5% Canada

● WP 
○ 75% Global 

North



Medical Translation Project



Two article tracks

● Full 
● Brought to GA/FA
● 2,500-10,000 words
● Goal: 100 (33)

● Short 
● 3 to 4 paragraphs
● Leads of English 

articles
● Goal: 1,000 (348)

● Translation
○ 100+ languages
○ >5 million words



Example article



Why is this needed?

● Every day thousands die for lack of health care and a 
major factor is poor access to information
○ More than half of people from Africa said that a friend 

or family member could have been saved if they’d 
had information in their own language

○ Many believe fluids should be withheld if their child 
has diarrhea 

● Issue: Little health care content exists in most languages



● 2014 Outbreak in Liberia, Sierra 
Leone, Guinea and Nigeria

● The most used internet site in 
Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea 
for Ebola 

● Greater than CNN, CDC and 
World Health Organization

● Content available in 115 
languages

● 100M pageviews in 2014

Ebola



Translation efforts

● Working on the leads
● Vaccine campaign

○ 23 essential meds
● Launching women’s 

health campaign 
○ 50 articles



Good content increases Google ranking

● Dec 15, 15 -> ave page position = 3.96
● Jun 10, 16 -> ave page position = 3.57

Other languages:

● Jun 20, 16 -> G.co.in = 2.74
● Oriya 1st for all vaccines on both G.com and G.co.in
● Increase in readership Jan 123 -> Feb 164 -> Apr 213 -> 

May 469 -> Jun 933 as of today



Wikimedia Taiwan
● Started fall 2014
● National Taiwan University College of 

Medicine
● Using a combination of Facebook and 

Hackpad
● Translated >50 short articles into Chinese in 

a short period of time



Feedback from a student

“Participating in this project changed my 
perspective on knowledge. In finding a 
balance between using precise professional 
terms and common words to explain a medical 
condition, I learned a lot. It has helped me to 
have better communication with my patients”

Aaron Huang



Language Champions
● Oriya (33 million native 

speakers)
● Small community of 25 

editors (5 plus edits)
● Subas Chandra Rout

● >300 articles translated
By Biswarup Ganguly
CC BY SA



Since last Wikimania

● 46 full translations (637 total)
● 1,002 short translations (1,337 total)

○ 217 on vaccines
● Worked in 41 languages

○ Burmese, Malay, Oriya, Persian, 
Romanian, Lithuanian





UCSF
● Sixth group of students since 2013
● Co-supported with Wiki Ed Foundation
● Seven 4th year medical students 

worked on hepatitis recent round
● Pharmacy students also working on 

WP



Course Dates Number of Students
Nov 2013 5

Apr 2014 7

Nov 2014 16

Nov 2015 15

Mar 2016 7





Interest from the wider community

● Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC) 
annual meeting in Seattle Nov 11-15, 2016

● Paper accepted to the journal Academic Medicine "Why 
medical schools should embrace Wikipedia:  Analysis of 
final-year medical student contributions to Wikipedia 
articles for academic credit at one school" under a CC BY 
SA 4.0 license



Osmosis

● Started in late 2015
● More than 75 short animated videos 

(5-10 minutes) on key diseases 
● Released under a CC BY SA license
● Subtitles being translated into a 

number of languages



Licensing

● International League Against Epilepsy 
(ILAE) -> switched the licensing of their 
encyclopedia to CC BY SA

● World Health Organization -> WHO 
Bulletin now CC BY SA
○ Meeting in the fall to discuss further



NIH/CDC

● The CDC has hired two part time WiR 
○ Emily Temple-Wood
○ James Hare

● We had a week of talks at the NIH this last Nov.
● NIH has provided “peer review” to SCA lead
● NCI people are working on Wikipedia content



Health Information for All

● A group of 15k people from 175 
countries interested in global 
public health

● A great platform for finding 
collaborators 

● WPMEDF is a supporting member



Cochrane

● A number of us spoke in Vienna
● Wikipedia preconference
● Increase in editors adding Cochrane reviews
● Tool tagging reviews in need of updating
● Sydney will speak more about the 

collaboration



Wikiversity Journal of Medicine

● Started in 2014
● Open access medical journal hosted on WV
● “Second Journal of Science” launched 
● User Group recognized
● Mikael speaking about it on Jun 26th at 2 pm
● One day a new sister project?



Price of medications

● Collaborating with Doctors Without Borders (MSF)
● Adding pricing of essential meds 

○ Both developing and developed world
● Prices stable over time
● Good sources to support content
● Experiencing some pushback



Membership

● 146 editors interested (May 2016)
● Participants from more than 26 

countries
● Jacob de Wolff current president
● Planning on board election in the fall



Awards to top editors

● Some surprised to receive it as they did not feel they contributed sufficiently



Employee

● Lucas Rosnau
○ Mostly supporting 

translation and the copy 
and paste bot

○ 392 hours worked in 2015



Number of talks

● Vienna (Oct 15)
● San Fran (Oct 15)
● Bethesda (Nov 15)
● Taiwan (Jan 15)

● Sweden (Apr 16)
● South Africa (Apr 16)
● Canada (Mar 16)
● Among others



A Chance for 
Questions


