
' To the Se d Howe of Reprei&tatiues of the Unrted ~ b t c s :  
- --.- 

THE undersigned, Men of Letters and Citizens of the United States, interested In marly ways i n  
ihe cause of Literature, petition your ionorable bodies for the passage of a law for the proper regu- 
lation of the copy-right of books. Having consideretl the matter in all its various aspects, and uncle1 
b the lighuhed upon it by the repeated discussions of the last few years, they beg respectfully c 

other kind of property, for which no good reason has been or can be assigned ; ~vll ich is unjust in  &ha 
very nature of it, and extremely injurious in its practical operations. 

That the author of a book is the sole and exclusive owner of it, as much as the farmer is of h i i  

but the Lam now sought. 
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irregular and uncertain traffic, discouraging to the ernploy!ment of sound mercantile i -- I I 

That American authors, while they del recate a mer- Ir . . 
-as 'I( , desire, : 
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-,,.. , and the establishment of public highways and means of intercommunication. 
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