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Statement of probacle cause concerning an accident which
geceurred to an airplane of western &Air sxpress GCorpora-
tion on Septewber 1, 1935 neer Burbank, California

e the Dirsctor af Air Commerce

On September 1, 1935 at approxizetely 11:07 p.m. ncar Burbank, Califernia, an
aircraft of United Statos registry, nilsied by licensed airmen, while being flown
in scheduled interstate operation carrying a crew of thres and United States mail,
srashsd with resultant death to the crew and the complete destruction of ths alr-
sraft and cargo.

The airecraft, a Bosing, modsl 247-D, had tLeen rézularly insgecied by the De=-
partaent of Coumerce on April 28, 1335 ard bors Department of Coumsrce license
sumber NC-13214, It was owned by the Western air Express Corporeiion and was being
>perated betiween Bam Diego, California, and Salt Lake City, Utah, by the corporatien.
The pilot, George C. Sherwsod, held the necessary Daparimenrt of Commerce transport
pilot's license and scheduled air transport rating. He had satisfactorily passed
iis physical examination for renewal of Lis license ¢n July 2, 1935. The ce-pilot,
¥, N. Burlew, held a Department of Commerce transport piloi's license. The steward-
#was Kiss Dornna Naylor. No passengers wers on board.

At the time of departure the ceiling at Burbank was 300 feet with 2 visibility
:f twe miles. This flizht, scheduled as Trip 6, was cleared from Burbank at 11:00
Jels Carrying crew and mail only. Passernzers were to be taken on beoard at Saugus,
Jjaiifornia, whers more favorable weather prevailed, From Ssugus, the flight was 1o
sroceed to Salt Lake City, '

The take~off was normal in every rsspect. The airplane entored the overcast at
an altitude of about 330 feet and from the sound of the engines it was apparent that -
it made u eclimbing turn in the overcast %o an estimated altitude of about 1,000
feet. It was next heard diving through ths overcast at an eXcessive sbwea and it
a8 seen to emsrge from ithe covercast, pull up ebruptly and dizappear vack ianto the
pvercast 8ti1l under full power. Practically the same gyratlan was completed &
sacond time and as the airplane was heard descendipg a third tise, ths engines wers
Suddenly silent as if the tbroitles had been slosed. after an abpreczable_%zma
fellowing the shutting off of the engines, the sound of the crash was heard. The
airplana first struck the ground, then & high tension line. Fire followsed striking
ths ground. : ' '

4an examination of the wrockage ipdicated thai all controls were frse and had
bsen connected and that the undercarriage was in full retracted position. the ia-
siruments were complstely destreyed through fire and impaect and, therefore, could
not be ghecked, However, the pilets who had previously flomn this airylare reperied
at all *nstrumants and controls were funutiaaxhg nnrmally and that this airplane
o particﬂlarly nzce tc flyn :
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© .. 7The pilot had flewn 5,000 hours for this company, 3,000 hours of which were in
e the capacity of first pilot. Ee reported for duty mere than 1/2 hour shead of

.+ schedule and his physical condition wppeared norial in every respect. Frier to hﬁ%
o take-off, he was observed to test out both engines separately and in maneuver the
i airplane from sids to side, as is done in checking navigetion instruments. His radie
"rac61VBr and transmitier were also checked at this time and found satisfactory. :

,- Several tneorles have been sugzested as the probable cause of this accident,
_._;mwevar, to date, no direct evidents has been uncovered which will substantiate any
- of {hem.

1% 1s the opinion of the Accidont Board that the probable. cause of this accident
© was fallure 0f the pilnt to maintain proper control of the alrcraft ablle climbing
t%raggm fog. .
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