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REPORT OF THE CIVIL AFRON.AUTICS BOARD
cf the
Investigation of an Accident Involving Airreraft in
Scheduled Air Carrisr Operation

an accident occurrcd at Harrisburg, Pennsylvaniz, on June 16, 1941,
about 9 41 p.m. which rcsultsd in minor damage to a Douglas DC-3 airplane,
NC 1948, owned 1nd opcrated by Transcontinecntal & Western Air, Iac. No
mjuries were recexved by any of the five passengers or the crew of threc.
The c¢rew consisted of Captain Bernard Maleolm Lloyd, First Officor Thomas
Lyneh, both of whom were properly certificated and appropriately rated,
and Hostess N. Granger.

The flaght, designeted by TA s Flight 53, origanated at New York,
New York, wwiith Pittsburgh, Ponnsylvanizc, o8 1ts desfination and wath
scheduled intermodinte stops at Pliledelshio ond Harrisburg. The Tlicht
wes uncventful until 1t madc 1ts approach for landing at Hhrrisburg.
Normal cockpit routine mas followed during tho approach and the landang
gear was oxtenled and latched, Both the e pt-in and first officoer observed
thot the lever was in the latebed positicn, the hydrsmulic prossurc gauge
indicated ~ normal rending ond the grecn signol light wes on. The flaps
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and the horn ecascd to sound, so the l:ndirg was continu.d in the routinc
anner.  dhen wheel coutcct was ost-blished, thno eruyr noted on unusucl
response o5 1f tac ness of the ~irpl-ne were 1m 1 lower cottitude than
normal, Captmin Lleoyd immedi. toly ovenced the throttles, -t which time he
had the i1mpression taoat the propeller blides struck the giound. A t-ke-off
was mrde, and the landing guar retractinge moch-unrsm was chocked ~s the
cirplanc eireled the ficld. At Coptoain Llioyld's request, the gear w-s
obscrved Trom the ground to nscert-in whetacr or 1ot 1t wans oxtended
propcrly. Nothing wts found to bc wrong sc tho ¢ ot 1D proceeded to moke
anether l-nding, this time bic complct.d 1t without = mishnp, and t-oxied
to the hongar,

Investigetion disceloscd th-t the tips of both propcllers had becen
dmmaged by cont-et with the surfacc of the runwiy. Extonsive toests foiled
to revcal -ny mechanical defect in the londing gear retrocting mechanism
or 1n the hydr-ulic system.

Failur: of tac lwmding geo r locking mechanisn to function
properly for reersons uadct_rmincd.
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