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● Created in 2000 by 
Jimmy Wales and 
Larry Sanger

● Written and reviewed 
by experts

● Free content



Free content

You can:

• Use it
• Redistribute it
• Edit  it
• (Even commercialy)



  

2 articles completed in 10 months



In 2001 a new site is 
created to support Nupedia

• Anyone can contribute

• No expert review



  



  

Wiki

By Andrew Laing [CC BY-SA 2.0]



First year results

Wikipedia:
18.000 articles

Nupedia:
21 articles



  

In 2003 Nupedia was 
closed, leaving only 

Wikipedia.



Who owns Wikipedia?





The Spanish fork/1



  



The Spanish fork/2



Some numbers

• 40+ million articles in 290+ languages
• 5+ million articles in English
• 236.000+ articles in Bulgarian

● 130k+ active registered users* in English
● 1200+ active registered users* in Bulgarian 

*Users who have performed an action in the last 30 days



Alexa top sites

http://www.alexa.com/topsites

http://www.alexa.com/topsites


  

Five pillars



(1) Wikipedia is an encyclopedia

● Not a place for 
primary sources

● Not a newspaper



Wikipedia is not a newspaper

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:What_Wikipedia_is_not#NEWS

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:What_Wikipedia_is_not#NEWS


(2) Wikipedia is written from a 
neutral point of view (NPOV)

● Impartial
● Not “the truth”
● No advocacy



Neutral point of view

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/2016-election/presidential-wikipedias/

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/2016-election/presidential-wikipedias/


Neutral point of view



Neutral point of view

“...Wikipedia has become increasingly balanced 
in the course of its 15-year history ... Wikipedia 
seems to exert a moderating influence on its 

contributors.”

--The Washington Post citing a recent research 
from Harvard Business School

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/10/25/somethings-terribly-wrong-with-the-int
ernet-and-wikipedia-might-be-able-to-fix-it/

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/10/25/somethings-terribly-wrong-with-the-internet-and-wikipedia-might-be-able-to-fix-it/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/10/25/somethings-terribly-wrong-with-the-internet-and-wikipedia-might-be-able-to-fix-it/


(3) Wikipedia is free content that 
anyone can use, edit, and distribute

● Free content
● Articles don't have 

owners
● Respect copyright!



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


(4) Editors should treat each other 
with respect and civility

● Etiquette
● No personal 

attacks
● Consensus



(5) Wikipedia has no firm rules

● Policies and 
guidelines are 
written by users

● They can be 
changed!

● They can be 
different in different 
Wikipedias



Sources

“Readers must be able to check that any of the 
information within Wikipedia articles is not just 

made up. This means all material must be 
attributable to reliable, published sources. 
Additionally, quotations and any material 

challenged or likely to be challenged must be 
supported by inline citations.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verifiability

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verifiability


http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/daily-mail-banned-f
rom-wikipedia_uk_589c3e13e4b07685621810f8

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2017/feb/08/wikipedia-bans-daily-mail-as-unreliable
-source-for-website

http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/daily-mail-banned-from-wikipedia_uk_589c3e13e4b07685621810f8
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/daily-mail-banned-from-wikipedia_uk_589c3e13e4b07685621810f8
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2017/feb/08/wikipedia-bans-daily-mail-as-unreliable-source-for-website
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2017/feb/08/wikipedia-bans-daily-mail-as-unreliable-source-for-website


“Consensus has determined 
that the Daily Mail (including its 
online version, dailymail.co.uk) 
is generally unreliable, and its 
use as a reference is to be 
generally prohibited, especially 
when other more reliable 
sources exist. “

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Reliable_sources/Noticeboard/Archive_220

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Reliable_sources/Noticeboard/Archive_220


Conflicts of interest



Wikimedia Foundation resolution

https://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Resolution:Guidelines_on_potential_conflicts_of_interest

https://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Resolution:Guidelines_on_potential_conflicts_of_interest


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Conflict_of_interest

English Wikipedia policy

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Conflict_of_interest



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Contenuto libero
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	La scissione spagnola
	Un po’ di numeri
	Primi dieci siti al mondo secondo Alexa
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35

