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Admiral H, R. Stark, U.S. Navy
Chief of Naval Operations

Navy Department

Washington, D. C.

Dear Betty:

Today I received a despatch from Andrews, a copy
of which is enclosed, urging that the information in regard
to the change of home ports of vessels of the Hawaiian De=-
tachment be released for publication. This is requested in
order that the maximum number of unoccupied houses and apart-
ments at Honolulu may be overhauled and made available for
occupancy. I felt constrained to reply ncgative,

The delicacy with which you must handle this mat-
ter 1s fully appreciated; and the reasons for your negative
reply to my previous despatch requesting that the security

\ classification of the despatch changing the home ports of
these ships (Opnav 031811 of February 1940) be lowered are
fully understood,

It seems to me, however, that the provision of
acceptable living accommodations will be highly conducive to
contentment and morale, Therefore, I request that the re-
striction on publicity be eliminated as early as you deem it
advisable, and that Andrews and 1 be informed by despatch.

It may be of interest to you to know that the fact
that the home ports of these vessdls have been changed appeared
in the Los Angeles Times of 4 February under a Honolulu date
line, and was subsequently copied in Long Beach and San Diego
papers as showm by the enclosure,

It appears that this matter is widely known now
but in view of the restrictions on publicity Andrews probabiy

feels that he can not officially urge private interests in
Honolulu to prepare houses for the occupancy of Naval personnel.

With kindest regards and best wishes,
Sincerely,

1 : /s/ J. 0, Richerdson

J. 0. RICHARDSON
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