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. That clears up onc difficulty which I had.

Lo No. I think that what ycu perhaps are thinking of is
originally when the FMuehxoxr first wanted to have good
relations’'vith Japan.

Q-- Yes.

is  *his was thon mare from the "cltanschuungs standpoint,
and perhaps wnat you are thinking of is the anti.comintern
pact, which T %alnx was cloced, it may have been 1936, .I
am not quite su:re,

Lo I think the date is December, 1936.

e But that was more of a Wi'ltunachauungs ract, which was
closed ag inzt =he propage=fe »f Belshevism and so on,
which was clused, I " JAnX, 2irg:s with Japan, and later
Italy joined, and bthen, of course, Later during the war
o number of ovhux» siteLGs joined t, but that was antie
Comintern. That hed nothing to do with the United States
then.

Q. You describe it as Weltonschaulich and st tho same time ag
belng anti-Russian.

it . antl-Bolshovik, anti-Commmnistic, against nctivities of
what we called the Cominterr, wnich was working in Moscow
and had branches, secret or cpen, practiealily all over
the world. *hen, you sec, espcocially also in Germany.

L 1t 1s very interecsting, of course, I have been under the
impression that it was not only the Weltanschauung, in
the manncer that you specak of, but was:a factor in the balance
of power,

“e  Well, I don't think one can say that. It was really, in
the first pluce, a Weltonschauung matter. Lt the same
time, of course, you krnow, we “2d a very strong anti-
Bolzhevlk, nnd anti-Yommuniei ie line in Germany. +t wes
-quite natural to cooporste with states like Janan who didn't
vant Communistic sctivitices and so on.

Whose idea was that pact ? VWho originated the idea of
that pact?

- e Well, I don't really know. How did it come about ? The
- Fuehrer occasionally saw the “apunese. I saw them quite
often. We have then an anti-Cointern place in Berlin,
| an institution which was called the antl-Comintern., While
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out of this, the whole thin: more or less originated, it

was an idea vhich more or less came in discussion with

the Fuchrer and with me and with the Yapanese. We wanted

to have good rel-tions with the Japanese. The Fuehrer

once told me -~ thils really dates back as far ag '33 =-

that he would like to have good rclations with Japan, and

that he belicved Yapun to be a nation with which one could
have good relations and so on. That dated back quite a

long way. So this sort of +thing gradually developed and that
is the way we came to the anti-“omintern pact,

Qs I must speak rether pointedly. You and I were acquainted
in Berlin and you have been the foreign Minister of Germany,
exporienced in diplomacy. You do not exp ct me to helieve
that so imgrtant a step was taken simply for reasons of
1deology. I acceot your statement in some large part, but
it is impossible for me to believe that so important a step
in forelgn policy could be tcken on those grounds, alone,
There must have been the thought of considerations, which
I describe as balance of pocr. You can descrive them
how you will, but you understand what + am talking about,

Ao That may be so, but there was nothing really, let us say,
purely pollitical, which came out of it. You see, it came
this way, I remember that 1 talked to the British Forsign
Minister tham one day about it, and we were very much anti-
Bolshevik cnd inti-Soviet. 4s a matter of fact, anti-
Comintern, let us say. I remember talking to this ®nglish
Forelgn Minister and tellins him, after thig sact had baeen
closed, the anti-Comintern pact, that it waos perfectly open
for Great Britian to join, for instence. I remember
that, I should like to say this: it was the idea of the
Fueghrer of establlishling o genoral anti-Communistic front,
morce¢ or loss,

Qe Yo far as Great Britian is concérnad, there had besen an
inglo-Jdapanese alliancc antil 1922 ¢

Ay + ol;
Q« “he had been in open alliance with Japan until 1922 ?
e I know that the English then did not like the 1idea very

much., They did not want to talke an attitude in the matter.
I remember that.

) Was the Foreign Office a particinant, or did the Foreign
Office know that thls was golngz on ?

A, I couldn't tell you exactly about that, 1 know one thing
for sure, that 1t was signed, I think, by myself, on a
particular order of the Fuehrer, but L am sure the
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Fuehrer discussed it with the Foreign Minister von Neurath.

Qe WVhat ~“as Germany's earliuvr policy in the Far kast with re-
zards to C ina, for example ?

A, Well, there was a policy, of course, of where we had good
relations, as far as I remembder, with China,

& Hitler ordered the withdrawal of the Gernan military
migsions in China in '38, according to my recollection.
However, these precise facts are not what L am endeavor-
ing to establish, but I am troubled about this situation:
the anti-Comintern pact marked a very definite change in
Germany's relations with Russie, Up to that time, German
relations with Hussia had been marlczed by the renpelo policy
and, concurrently, Germany had maintained markedly friendly
relatios with China. :

The anti-Comintern pact reversed both of these important
lines of polizy. Therefore, L am exceedingly surprised
to have you characterize the anti-Comintern pact as almost
altogether ldeological and without much political signi-

ficance.

A, . One can say this: with the getting into power of the
Netional Socialism, the Reppolo policy, I mean with the
antogonism between the Weltauffassungen, would come to
an end, which carme uo in the "Farteitag" in '33 wnhen very
herd speeches vere made against Bolshevism. So I think
one can say that the chance of pollcy toward Russia -=-
later on, China =~-- could be marked down with the 3rd of
January, 1933, when 1t started, and the anti-Comintern
nact of '36 was a consequence, you see of this fundamental
divergency between the Communistic and the dational Sociel-
istic doctrine, which 1 later tried to, in '39 overbridge
again and try to get Russis in an entirely new line. But
at that tims, I thinit it is not wrong to say, that the
fundementel psrt was the aquestion of would perception and,
of couar3e, ii is no doubt that having these two Weltauff-
assuigen stanaing againn each other, that there is =&
polivical element 1n that. There is no doubt about that.
So far as that is concarned, there is no doubt that the
anti-Comintern pact had a politicnl element of some kind,
but morze in the way of what was very much in the mind of
the Fushrer at that time «- 1t is very difficult to explain-
an idea which the Fuehrer always had in mind, for creating
a world frcnt against Cermmunistic actlvities everywhere,
That vas one cf his fundamensal ideas, really, which per-
hass to a cextein ex“env,. £lso played a role later on in
the Germun-Bussian war of '41.

<y I just offer you this hypothesis; That a political
pact was contemplated between Germany and Japan ==
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A, Then ?

Qe Yes -- that this was intended, but 1t could hardly be
called a non-agzressicn pact, because the two countries
were far apart; end so Hauner had this bright idea of
calling it an anti-Comintarn pact becausae the Soviet
Government had recently declavad that the Comintern was
not an official organ of the Soviet Government. Do not
these rcemarks of mine stir up sume recollections ?

A. It is quite possible that Raumer said that name first.,
I think he had some conn2etrien with the anti-Comintern,
it is possible, the aincl-Jomintern action, but he didn't
create the name becauase the rame was there. The name was
there as an actlion with an ziTice (LHIC), I think, which
was attached to eithsr tho fropajganda Ministry or some
other thing: That is vhere the name came from.

e You wouldn't say that the name was more or less a false
facadey < say more or leas bescause I recognize some
justice in your earliecr rcmarks, but wasn't it a fasacds
to cover up what was roally a pialin, everyday balance of
power treaty between Germany and Japan ?

A I don't think that is what it was, I%j wasn't n disguilse
pact, but tl'ere is no doubt that, in genoral, there was tho

fdea of having good relations with Janan. That 1s the way
I think it came about, that we come to the Weltanschaung
pact or the anti-Comintern, but 1t is quilte possible that
Raumer mentioned that first, That 1s qulte possible, but
I don't think he created 1t because there was always this
anti-Comintcern action, which was there. You see, I remanboer
discussing with the Fusehrer latcer on, that it would be very
good and useful, if Great Britian 'ould enter a thing llke
I rcmember that, But the English din't want 1t at
that time. Onc thing is dquite right, that it had 1its
political elements, there 1s no doubt., It is a change
I wouldn't say o change, but it was a consequence of the
change of policy of 1953, you scee, which came with the
arrival of National Socialism, which then, of course, was
anti-Communistic, This was the flrst stepn., You know,
later on quite a number of other countries joined 1it.

' Italy joined it and a number of others.

Qo Tell us about the Bureau Ribbentron. I don't know whete€r
that was its official title, you know *what < mean.

A That wasn't the official tile. It was called that. I
think I have explained before about th: Burcau Riboentrop.
It was an office, let us say, a part of the “ational Soclal=-
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istic Party, which really consisted of myself and, nerhaps
I don't know, perhaps & dozen collaboraters or something
1ike that, with a number of other perple who had, during
those years, looked after, so to speak, the semi-officilal,
not official, channels of relationships with varlous
foreign countries. .For instance, we specialized, really,
on England and France in thosc years. That is to say,
with France, to get good relations with France, and good
relations with Great Britian. *hat was more or less the
chisf object, I would like to say, of the Bureau Ribbene
trop in those jyears.

But it also oeccupied itself with the Japanese questions?

1t pocupied itself also with Japanecse questions, to a
scertain extent, but I-don't think very much. Then to a
certain oxtent with Polish questions, but that was only
later, I think: and with, perhaps onc or two or three
other countries. I wouldn't say it was really formed,
but it came about that way.

I was o collaborator of the Fuehrer in foreign politics
since 1935 snd os + wanted to have: some place where to
sit, that is how it really came about. 1 got a number
of pooms in the Prrty office of Hess, at that time, Do-
puty of the Fuehrer, in the Whilhelmstrasse. 1 got a
number of rodms where and I got a number of collaborat-
ors. Raumer, which yow mentionud, was one of thom. Xrom
where I made my trips, especially to faris and London,.
but they were the chief trips really, 1 think, where 1
went in order to try and establlish between relations with
Ppance and #ngland. You kmow, of course, that we wore
in those years very much after and tried to get, the
Angle-German alliance; that was really the main objecte.

Well, in effeet, in becaomg of ficicl later ?

Well, it had 0 pfficial poaition, no. I became offilcial
after 1934 when I moved over to the Forelgn Office in

1934, I don't ow whether you know that. When I was made
Disarmament Comissioner, I moved over in '34 to the Forelgn

.0ffice, but the Bureau Ribbentrop as jyou called it, that

remained there and looked after these sort of semi-officisl
relations with Anglo-German fellowship, Committec France-

Allemagne.

"However, they ne§otiated, e» assisted you to negotiate

this treaty with vYapan.

Thot is right,




e

A,

Lot me sce, this was handled with the Japanese Embassy in
Berlin. I had, of course, usec of the code as Disarmament
Commissioner in the Foreign 0ffice, but the Bureau Ribben-
trop didn't have any code, not the code of the Forelgn

Officc.
OSHIMA was the Japancso miliitary attache ?
Yes.

Who was the Geormcrn fmbresador in Janan at that time ? 1t
was Dirkscen, was it 1uect ?

T.think.- .80

Dirksen succeeded you in London, didn't he ?

YESe
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