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Character of T-ISEI YOKUSANKAT (T .Ilecieire) e

This docuuent Giscusses the relationsiip of the I.Reiae.ae
to the Liperial Uonstitution, contains sSreaier KONOY.'s
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Qg Kono /¢, Translated by Mitoichi SADAYASU

No., 10 The Character of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI (Imperial Rule Assistance

e il e — S — —

Association)
A W vl .
{) (6(\ On its relation to the Imperial. Constitution.
){{b Erom the very beginning'et-here ﬂrera people who held doubts concerning
the chara.ct.er of the TAISJ:.I‘,‘{OKUSANKAI At the special meeting of the

Central Co-operative Council, too, the question arose as to the relation !.

the
between TAISr.,I YOKUSAN (Imperial rule assistance) and the Imperial Cons- |

3 titution. Bespit.q, the explanations on the part of the YOKUSANKAI staff
-“pn this subject, it geemed that the people at large were not convinced by '

.-q'-I

_v'"“-' ‘+the explanations. As was expected, when the 76th Session of the Diet was
: .. .opened the doubts held by the people at large were expressed chiefly by

.

Katsu KAVASAKI in the Lower House and by Chuzo INATA in the House of Peers.

'

The main points were as follows:

From the beginning the YOKUSANKAI was planned on a very large scale and
when it is con:q;let.ed it is likely to become larger than any Governuent organ,
except the Army and Navy, Common sense will not permit the formation of
such a huge organization without any legal basis under our constitutional
government. And yet the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI has been established and‘i:opera—
ting without any legal basis. |

According to Article IV of the Constitution, "The Emperor is the head
of the country, control§sovereignty and exercisejit in accordance with the
provisions of this Constitition." This provisions i8 absolute and positive. \
In other words, the exercise of sovereignty must always be based on the pro-
visions of the Constitution, It follows that agencies which assist in the

exercise of sovereignty are limited to organs recognized by the Constitiu- ’

tion. It does not mean by any means that any agency may be created which

IMT 460 7 | i




does not run counter to the Constitution, The TAISEI YOKUSANKAI is, of
course, not an agency recognized by the Constitution. It is more than
clear that to assist in the exercise of sovereignty through this agency i.
is inconsistent with the provisions of Article IV of the Constitution.
Against the foregoing argument, Premier KONOYE, Home Minister HIRA-
NUMA, and Director MURASE of the Bureau of Legislation reiterated their
explanations, In the plenary budget meeting of the House of Representa-
; tives held on February 5, Premiér KONOYE expressed his opinion as follows:

The Premier's Elanations

"I wish to make clear the Government's opinion on the character of

the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI, In-—regaxd-ito(the TAISEI YO I believe that

you already know about -” from the explar:tkq_ns which I gave at the nes-ebrwe-
m..m. (hae Aew o mﬁnﬁ?»-;
tunre-preparedbeory meeting held in August, l%(k but Ewish to take this op~

portunity to state briefly its purport.
"0ur country is now confronted with an unprecedented emergency. In

: T 41555':{;2?;.?‘”“*
order to provide proper measures to cope with this situation and

Comblale
the development of our country, it goes without saying that we must

perfect our national defense struct.ureK unify the total energy of the peo-
ple,and—dspray-+t to the fullest extent. The foundation of this se=ded=ed
/ S“P"’ ora'ﬂ{q‘_m\-.

high-degree national defence sbswobwre lies in the perfection of a power-

av MMF
ful internal s?..mc.t.u.m. And for this purpose the establishment of a peo-

pvhidiaation in assistiug hmpevial vole s hecessary . The sbjuct € such a people’s
ples! mv'ﬂ!wm/\organimﬁm is to
concentrate the total energy of the people and make th% hundred: million
people, united as one body, fulfill their duties as subjects in assisting m..b .*
imperial rule. And for the attainment of this object measures must be :
taken to snable the whole people to perform their duties of assisting

Imperial rule in their respedtive occupations, day and night, It is only

IMT 460 Q-2




under such a system that the national policies can penetrate into the
peripheral parts of the people's life and thereby make possible the
swift and accurate realization of their objects and the true reflection
of the actual condition of the people's life og:?%vernment. I belieke

that in this way the total energy of the people can be concentrated ih twe

government.
"The TAISEI YOKUSAN movement is a movement of the whole people wiih. oumed

e
of the—aim-of bringing about a structure for the performance of subjeetfel
of the Sub:,t.d‘ ' :
dut.ieanby the establishment of a people's organization for the whole '
people's cooperation with the Government and performance of their duties .
in assisting Imperial rule, and by streamlining the operation of such an

organigation, This movement arose out of }w need for the establishment
> \igldy-~per Fecfed oloyevranalian
of a2 c Eational defence sitructure, It is a super-party movement
which aspires to overcome rivalries and strifedq in all phases of national
wr [ e o the 3*)"-‘-"
life and everyone %@ the spirit of performing subjeed’s dut,iesx It

. 1s a people's movement under the joint cooperation of the government and
people.
"The TAISEI YOKUSANKAL is an organization which aims to push forward such

a people's movement, Its primary mission is to take the lead in performing

Ahe. of the suimyecf™
subdeatts dutiesﬁgnd to serve as the propelling force of the movement, of
nueloos
which it is the kesweld, 1In order to achieve this mission, I believe that
' hv‘-‘-lt.‘.u)

the organization must especially perfect its machinery for making the

government's mandates known to the people and the people's condition. to
the government, and for Mrlup&am its functioni of cooperating with

government ag'encies in connection with the formulation and prosecution of .

national policies., Coupled with the strengthening of its spirit of soli-
W ot asnfes” e Jatl 1&1&. 6&; P.«.ra
darity, X’f putting things into practice mest—be—fuiiy—

displeyed— B
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#Thus the activities of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI differs in respect rﬁ
f\mction‘ and aim from those of m Spiritual Mobilization Headquar-
Sttt ters and of the political parties. Herein lies also the reason why its 3e: 1
Morn Lo » said to 2 WO

the actual operation of the TAISEL YOKUSANKAI should conform with the prim-

political,chasactes, It is only proper that g

ary aim and purport of the organization. In its relation to the Governmert ¢
also, it aims to contribute to the 5moth“F.nd thorough enforcement of national
. policies by cooperating with the Government. As to its mission of making
the conditions of the people known to the people, the object is to let the
suthorities know the conditions of the people so-ao-tomsenwe as reference @-W&m
in the formulation and enforcement of policies. It does not mean that the
TAISEI YOKUSANKAI is to formulate its own independent policies separate
from those of the government, and to seek their adoption. It should be
obvious without my saying it that the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI will never engage
in such political activities as trying to gain political power.
nThus® the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI, by its very nature, does notl engage in
political activities involving rivelries and strifeg, let alone conduc-
ting activities with khe object of making its own independent political
assertions separate from those of the GCovernment. This is the reason why
the Government has construed that the TAISEL YOKUSANKAI does not fall un-
der the category of political association(’SElJIJO NO KE.SSHA') mentioned
in the Police Regulations for the Kaintenance of Public Peace and hence 1s
not subject to the regulations applicable to the political associations
mentioned in the above-mentioned Folice Regulations. However, inasmuch

as the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI is one form of aa association, 1 shewdd think it

s\ntw\d b‘ L o

only natural that it ie subject to the provisions concerning associations
oy a8V

in general and also public associations, Lﬁ-

the provisions concer-
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ning political associations. Again, it is only proper that, in respect to
hoold b
the individual acts of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI, such acts sau.'ll--o subject to the

provisions applicable to them.,
nBoth the War and +he Navy Ministers have stated that the direct mem—

o
bership in the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI of army and naval servicemeni4n the active
A bhe encegtion oF

list, W ministers, vice ministers, directors of the
with

military (naval) affairs bureaus, and others holding m posts fer the

i
jr‘p‘ﬁ}pose of maintaining liaison wit.hh'ld extending cooperation }the TAISEL
YOKUSANKAI in connection with their official duties, cannot be recognized in

the light of #he fundamentel principles of ithe foundation—ef our Army and Navye
a 1Y NCa

This statement was wmade not wibh-bio—intontion-oi-meening that army and naval
servicemen in the active list cannot be permitted to join the TAISEI YOKUSAN-

KAI because it falls under the category of npolitical association” mentioned

in the Police Regulations for the Maintenance of Public Peace, but was made

for the reason that tﬁ’ﬂivv_ii/direc nembership in the TAISE‘IE YOKUSANKAL
ne

of army and naval servicemen at large in the active list shcmld)l:e permitted

Army and Navy.

|
\
‘k‘!& N
from the siandpedmt of maintaining the solidarity and discipline of the
"'Olin.g to the short lapse of time since the formation of the TAISEL
\

YOKUSANKAI, it is to be regretted that its purport has not been fully underw.
manuvhedl
stood and its functions not yet fully d&pﬁy«l. It is our wish, however,

to make improvements in its structure and operation so as to realize the

desired results. m\\é will strictly guard against committing the
error of deviating from the primary object and mission of the TAISEI YOKU-

SANKAI.
lil‘he situation at home and abroad truly demands the unity of whe—eme owi~

hundr&mﬂlion people. The TAISEI YOKUSANKAI movement was born out of and

IMT 460 5’ -5=



fostered by this acute situation. It is probably impossible to accom-
plish the difficult task of overcoming the present emergency without the
effective development of this movement. As already stated by me in my
administrative address, the Government wishes the swift and active deve-
lopment of the TAISEI YOKUSAN movement. It is the Government's intention
to do its best with a firm determination to foster and develop the TAISEI
YOKUSAN movement. In this connection I earnestly solicit your further
cooperation.™
It seemed that Premier KONOYE's explanatory reply failed to satisfy ke

il B meibiion
the—interpel¥ators, but the Government persisted .n. its ’
saying that it was a difference qf opinion. It is another question whe-

ther the question was solved by this stand, or the public satisfied by 1it.

Is the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI Red?

The question concerning the character of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI gave
rise to many questions regarding the mission and /or object of the asso-
ciation. The questions asked in the House of Representatives and the
House of Peers may be summarized as follows:

According to the Government's explanation, the mission and /or object
of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI is to meke known the Government's mandates to the
people, and the canditio:* of the people to the Government, If that be the

'T'M‘I»M‘-U:r\c‘d
case, the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI would be nothing more than a kind of iress=Ssiow

anadine,

oPgas Its mission and Jor object would be to transmit faithfully the
Government's mandates and the people's condit.ion'. The TAISEI YOKUSANKAL

as such would not be permitted to entertain its own independent opinions,

to fornmlate its own independent policies, and to suggest them to and force t"

the Government to adopt them.

IMT 460 0 ==




However, the activities. which the TAISEIL YOKUSANKAI is actually doing

| ) Gn‘t!(pd-‘—;nn Tham.
. As is well

are quite different from vehet the Government .

known, the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI has a Pdldgy. Bureau and a Planning Bureau.

no
1t is en-uphidden—fect that these bureaus are formulating various policies

and deciding the association's own independent political copinions. As a

matter of fact, the TAISEI YOKUSANKAIL not only formulated and published

in the newspapers its own opinion on the new economic structure and the

revision of the election law for the members of the House of Representa-

tives, but also’appealed-t.o the Government on these questions. Can such

mmm-o mM’
acts be permitted to a mereiy irensmiscieon—opgent Can it be said that the

TAISEI YOKUSANKAI has abided by its mission as a m In all

will answer in the affirmative.

If the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI should be permitted to perform—SutiI=CTs,

probability no person of fair judgment

if its leaders wese—compreised of superior ability and talent, it would

®
surely d;:atha covernment and move even the Diet and do as it pleases.

such an organization nothing more than the so-called one-party

Tra \
government andng"SI-DGUNATE-like entit.y" which Premier KONOYE dislikes

Is not

most?
Even now there are among the members of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAIL extremely

Se/ £ - apl'méndfd
L'arrogant persons who dare 10 advocate such principles as the destruction o

all past systems, exclusion of all "old" characters, the carrying out of

a great social revolution and the denial of private property, which are
NolP a (o
of them

similar to communistic doctrines. Wmlm

e h-n:hnmkconverts from commun ism.en—4the—suriate. ihis has led the

public to fear that the TAISEL YOKUSANKAI is a nest of -#iwe Reds. It is
be

preposterous that the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI, which is supposed to a transmisshen
A

17
ki 3

o
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)\Dlg&ﬂ', should become, as it were, a propaganda organ of the Reds, thereby

causing great uneasiness to the public, particularly the pupe, ,Ldocilo peo-
ple of the provinm. Is the Covernment unaware of it? If so,
it is the height of omﬁy. Is it aware of it but overlooking it with
folded arms? If so, it is the height of irresponsibility.

Is the Government prepared at this time to alter the framework of the

TAISEI YOKUSANKAI and change completely its personnel?

—

Y
Such were the questions asked in the Diet. The intemﬁlators, one
after another, pointed out the actual cases which they had observed in the
. k-l-b-—-q »-iv -~ 9 ‘:—-‘!'/‘..-'Gu-r-t'.'..
provincial districts, aad-—preeood-hmx:n the Government. In reply Premier
KONOYE and Home Minister HIRANUMA reiterated that the framework of the
os requed
TAISEI YOKUSANKAI would be appreprietely altered)\and its personnel changed
without fail.
The Government's Viewpoint and its PledEa to Effect Reorganization.
In the plenary budget meeting of the House of Representatives held on
February 22, Chairman MASUDA, with the object of making the Governments'
assurance doubly sure, exchanged the following questions and answers with

WS EAd C—f\:ﬂ1 GmgUinnr

Home Minister HIRANUMA, who pepiied—be imterpellations with full respon-

sibility on behalf of Premier KONOYE during the latter's absence on account
of illness:

Question: I assume that the Home MNinister will ropiy-to—intverpeiietions

on behalf of the Premier with full respomsibility. First of

all T wish to ask in regard to the character of the TAISEI
YOKUSANKAI. Is it correct for us to regard the TAISEI YOKUSAN-
KAI as a public aasociatio:eKDJI NO KESSHA") stipulated in

Article III of the Police Regulations for the Maintenance of
Public Peace?

8 -8~
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Answer: As stated by the Chairman, I have $fwity—diseussed with the

LA'M é‘r MNarvn, 9
Premier and with full responsi-

bility. We recognize the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI to be*a "public asso-

ciation"® st.ipulat.ed' in Article III of the Police Regulations for

the Maintenance of Public Peace. |
Question:If the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI is & "public association,” I firmly be-

lieve that the association should not engage in politicel acti-
Su«LM FMHT E;-W‘b

vities M "political assoclationa"( 8SEJI
KF.SSHA‘) stlpulated in Article I of the Police Hegulations for
the Maintenance of Public Peace. #hat is the Govemment‘
o;iaion? |

Answer: ie believe that the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI should not engage in «heee Iha
Coml uniel"

political activities which bedemg=te the "political associations"
of Article I of the Police Regulations for the Maintenance of
Public Peace.

Question:In that case, I assume that the Government is determined to strictly

control all political activities of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI which bBes come
e m-lq=io Ppolitical associations" stipulated in Article I of the

Police Regulations for the Naintenance of Public Peace., Whatt® g

the Covernment's opinion?

vy € So —a
Answer: i e haEke-ddre determineddew to strictly control those political

c. . o . activities of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI which kedowme—dm the "politi-

cal associations" stipulated in Article I of the above-mentioned

Police Regulations.
Seeacd

Question:TheAquestion concerns the framework of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI.

It is to be greatly regretted that the present set-up of the

both central and local divisions do not conform in many respects

-9~
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to the purport stated by the Home Minister just now., 1 assume

_Hh__

C‘ih:t. the Government :ls‘:"'cc:-lre;efﬂ::rj_e.,'r prepared and determined to

speedily effect a drastic reorganization. What do you say to
that?

Answer: The Government intends to speedily effect the reorganization
of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI.

Question:Thirdly, m the Uovenment’ hedes e view that the ,TAIS;EI
YOKUSANKAI is not a "political association" and hence should not
engage in the activities of a "political association," and -:i::ﬂalts
detemin&x;g effect a great reorganization in its setup, there is

need to effect a2 drastic renovation in its personnel also. «hat
D sinn
is the Govemment's debermimetdon?

Answer: It is the Government's intention to renovate also the personnel

gf the TAISEI YOKUSANKAIL.
wr Bl

Question-i'é the setup of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI is revised and its personnel
renovat.ed some of the fuhds included in the budget of subsidy to
that association will surely become unnecessary. 1 believe the
Government should make an appropriate reduction of the subsidy
in carrying out the budget., What is the Government's view on

5-’!’“ \L-m.u: R PP ﬂ-H’W

Answer: In case Mn.pmdd-d—hr A:1.1:1 the budget become—unnesessary as
the result of the reorganization of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI, it ie-wi2 be

Oamy  Subrerfu.ras

o~ tis® policy not to usg such Reseesesy funds. Consequentily, ne .
Dhrranied b‘:! “‘y"""‘a [t “"["D‘rnm-t.a k-
subsidy will be mlthis amount., If there—ie—a-—heoessstis

gor orderime—the return of a part of the funds, such a step will

be taken.

harm dent.
Question:I think there will be a great deal of awiis Aif the provincial

districts are made to bear the expenditures of the TAISEI YOKU-




SANKATI or if donations are solicited. Hks the Government any
intention to prohibit them?
Answer: In view of the character of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI, its expen-
ditures.should not be defrayed out of provincial expenditures.
e lirna
However, as-exeepbions, there will be \cases where the local
branches of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI will to cooperate in
the prosecution of the affairs of purely local organizatilons.
In such cases only, I believe timet. there is no objectlon to giv-
ing subsidy out of local expenditures. In respect to donatlions,
I think they may be accepted provided they are tamady votive of-
ferings)ﬁﬂiq the Government./s approval must be obtained
each time a donation is accepted.
Thereupon Chairman MASUDA declared as follows:
s Lo
nThe replies made so far by the Home Minister to the inbevpelrebions
of the committee chairman were made on behslf of Premier KONOYE. Inasmuch
as Premier KONOYE is the head of the Cabinet and at the same time President
of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI, it goes without saying that he has the responsi-
bility of carrying out as early as possible the statements made here through
the Home Minister, I earnestly wish that the Governnent would wivee away
the people's doubts by speedily effecting them of the setup of
the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI and the renowfration of its personnel, and strive 1o

|
1/0.4\“-.(\:—!.... wnwrelsals €nd erzall {rcp-. :
perfect a system capable of =i ¥ :

cipadteon-os the whole people.”

Thus the Government 3

C?tnumﬂy Universd| €udoritmen™

Lo Gt

-

3 obliged to

carry out the reorganization of the seiup of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI and

the renovation of its personnel.

The Reorﬁanizat;ion of tﬁe TAISEI YOKUSANKAI :
Having finally decided to reorganize the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI, the i
“
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Government sedeoised-—eoinmee the middle part of February ,\t.he views of the

Army and Navy, Diet, Cabinet Counsellors, and others and-werited—over-bhen
tomdpawnra-aret™ Emmkthe Chief Cabinet Secretary, bimeeser

‘ 27
QMM
the}\draft was'finally adopted in the Cabinet meeting of April 1 and ann-

I AC.f..m:,_gb/

ounced by the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI onxﬁ ril 2.

Outline of the Reorganization of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAIL

1. Basic policy of the reorganization.

The fundamental objecti.of the reorgajnzation is to facilitate the

w viA e 2 huufj

kof the purport of the TAISEI YOKUSAN gnovement and the dieopieyens

functlonﬂf the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI and at the same time faestsdas
{ee 15
ther the association cloaa'mhﬁeau-wﬁh,\the Government. ZIEfforts shall
2 et PR
be made to strengthen the association'’ skpcmer: of MW

tdger 1t goes without saying that the primary purport and character of

"G o T auias,
the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI and tye- direction cimibe-mevement will remain un-

changed.

2. Principal points of the reorganization plan.
a (oot syfCam o
a, As the organgof the central heauquarters, bureaus and comnittees shall
v t-'ui,c—? maefool v = , a ool
be j=ial=s used

fudd—tiynlmpeed the functions of the association.
| hwubn;g+bL

b. The business bureaus shall be ratidnaiized and simplified, and serese-
‘L vsl r':“lP Tl Sherd §)

hL—opogm‘ in order to achieve greater efficiency (That is,
stress shall be laid on the establishment of a people's organization for

the realigzation of ihe=ireibemat Tmperial rule assistance by the whole

people, -and on the part WMM

C. Means shall be devised in the management of the association-ge=es to

12 51 =
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T om

enable -amoh branchcof the machinery to S display tts=mmese® functions }nfli’:‘a]

and operate in such a way as to maintain seebwed close relations with each

other as an organic whole.

F ¥
§ N

3. The main points of the Reorganization Plan,
a. The President and the Advisers shall be the same as heret;afore. ~
b. !: Vice President shall be newly appointed to assist the President and A
take charge of thevdanagement wi-—the-assoosabion, mAY e 7“: 2D enr
¢c. A business organ and a deliberative organ shall be establishedA
d. The business organ shall have:
(1) One Secretary General as its head, and under him General Afi‘an.ra

Bureau hast Asia Bureau, and Central Training School, IEci—tuIoEn-

hesre qhuuigﬁiﬁc#aﬂ;umriuﬁbs
aRe—dheCETtral—Trednsnr—Schogdeehall bais.a—dimector,

(2) Councillors under the direct control of the Secretary General.

e. The deliberative organ shall consist of investigation Committees, which
shall investigate and deliberate on important matters. Each investiga-
tion committee shall have committee members and a secretary. In the
actual operation of each investigation committee, close liaison shall
be maintained with the Secretary General, and the business organ shall
act the role of secretary for each investigation committee.

f. The BGentral Cooperative Council shall be retained.

Mﬁle Government kdeclded to appoint Justice Minister YA-
NAGAVA as Vice President, and Ex-Finance Minister Sotaro ISHIVATA as Secre-
tary General, of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI following its reorganization. On
March 29 the Regulations of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI were revised to create
the post of VicelPresident and the appointments of Vice President YANAGATA
and Secretary General ISHIWATE and The resignation of Secretary General

ARTVA were gazetted.

INT 460 13 e




= -

Other points worthy of note are the abolition of the Policy Bureau,
Planning Bureau and the Diet Bureau, the establishment of the East Asia
Bureau, and the appoihtments of Ex-Vice Home Minister Shigeru HAZAMA as
Director of the Organization Bureau, of Ex-Superintendent-General of the
Metropolitan Police Board Genki ABE as Director of the (General Affairs

Bureau, and of Ex-Communications Minister Ryutaro NAGAI as Director of

the East Asia Bureau.

— =

o —

— ~-No. 11 The Central Co-operative Conference

Essential Character of the Council is unchﬂed.

The First Central Co-operative Conference which was held from June 16,

1941 attracted much public attention because it was held immediately after
the reorganization of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI. Following the usual ceremonial
observances, such as bowing toward the Imperial Palace, singing of the Natio-
nal Anthem, readiné of the Imperial Rescript granted on the 2600th Anniver-
éary_ of the founding of the Impire, vote of thanks to the war dead and prayer
for the success of our soldiers on the front, Mr. Sadasuke IMAIZUMI, as rep-
resentative of all circles, reado;;t?l;? following qmdse: cOthr.G..
"In obedience to His Majesty's wishes we pledge ourselves ’c,c:'l rmoni-
ously esgmye with each other to fulfi” our duties as subjects in
assisting Ilmperial rule."
First of all Premier KONOYE delivered the following address:

"The aim of the TAISEYOKUSAN movement is to esteblish a peerless

od A
structure for performing the:rdutieaAd subjects by hewing-—ihe—oneo—hundred

. . T eame e

EERC R ‘upon#‘ being confronted with an unprecedented -emergency),'
- v ':.. h o s e — —
roua%hmelves widh full with the consciousness that they are

: fer
people of this country. In our country a hi,gh-tgm national defence
&

Sen
structure can be accomplished only-wAthe establishment ofAsuch % power-
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ful structure for the performance of subjects' duties.

ned [nos’ .ﬁ-_—‘-‘_‘_’

The world situation nmuﬂqkour country,AT@s become Bavbirer o= J;..jc._’

acute and the war between GERVANY and BRITAIN is steadily expanding, with
naY
the result that there is no telling when the whole world might Abecome the

Sufno wat
scene of battle. In order to bwesk—thwausk such an emergency and set at

o locm&(»vanﬂ's;

ease His Mzjesty's mind, Wee one hundred million people must hayve—tive—T0-

(M babild in ' oA P(‘m omd
{opmimabion-22 perform their duties as subjects in their respective occu-

but AG a8
pat.ions)ﬂ'volunt.aril Atackle wish=bie difficulties. In order to secure

an unshakable foundation for the future of our country and thereby main-

Co-aeval
tain the Imperial way, MAwit.h heaven and earth, it is now time for

wh Caraval
ey, subjects,_ t.o bestlr ourselves in unison.

"Born to -pthh'is -::EoI‘e people's movement, the TAILLI ‘v’UHUbn.IhAI
bears a truly great responsibility. Someiime, ago itis headguarters was

‘G;.n ..Gw
reorganized in order to facilitate the in-m:m of the purport of its
vwﬁlg &-3 kl-'@

movement and Fhe—futd—Giopaby—ot its‘\s—i funcumnb‘;&nd at, the same to
further its close relations with bhe Government and strengthen more than
el|eXoe aJion, Of covze

ever 1t.sAmwensoi‘ Subbinp-thinge—inbo-preovion. Hewewar, as 1 have just stated,

no change whatever has occurred in the prmary purport and character of the

TAISEI YOKUSANEAI and i‘; methodsof %Mmm& It is oy
earnest wish that this association we&d; in coping with the present digfi-

cult situation, speedily Aomt & SOUNQd, —VEEcT e —aeeamer,

mje are holding today the First Central Co-operative Conference. Need-

% pesfrbmmg oo port

less to say, this conference aot-e—the-wi-erf makm& known the condition" of

the people to the Government, which is a very important function of the YU~

eI pesiie

KUSAN movement, and also seeks to dlscover,\better means of performing theuw"

as by

duties s® subjects shmewsh mutual encouragement,sé=se—pessda. Accordingly,

I believe that the way it is operated and the results accompiished by it will

15, =T
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have great bearing on the achievement of the mission of the YOKUSAN
movement, "
The Address of Chairman SUETSUGU.

Next, Chairman SUETSUGU delivered an address as follows:

"It is my conviction that JAPAN alone holds the final key to the world
war, but this is by no means an easy task., It requires a—pront—OsEi=oT
ﬂ.n?lmdﬁ preparations andq extraordinary determination. We must speedily perfectl
ou;Ii..:tfemal stauesupe- and leave nothing more to be desired for coping with
the situation. Great, indeed, is the significance and the responsibility
of this council, which is held in the :ﬁ‘:\‘ of such a super-emergency at
home and abroad.

nThe discussions will be conducted informally and frankly in a peaceful,
harmonious atmosphere, but this does not mean in the least that the speeches
of the members will be restricted, There are probably persons who think
that they must patiently refrain from saying what they want to say because
the unity of t.howd;ne hundred million people demands it under the present

St
situation. This is a mistaken view of the unity of #®-one hundred million

people. There is no reason to be shy about 1'expressing what one thinks _
Y PnJu—MMLM% Dol o

is for the good of the country at this
sounswrr

nIf a featureless political situation wherein there are no arguments
and criticisms, but obedience only, should become the general fashion of
the age, this would deprive the people of their spontaneity and creative

The. cowliy QoW 5—-ll9vfmi¢.ﬂrld}3.
power and kill their welling patriotic fervor. M-gnﬁu-ﬂn

aie-bo-theeoounbes, It is inconceivable that, with such a situation in

the country, this unprecedented emergency can be tided over. The greater

the emergency, the greate:;)\is the need for free expression and coupled

IMT 480 16 ~16-




with the mainfestation of the peo§1e's sincerity, the concentration of
the pﬁﬂpl-ll-l spiritdn the sizsEIe-poini-odf const.ructinp a High—mrw

national defence.w‘
i I, WA >

"The deedetene-eof conference will be aede Aaccording to the method of
‘L— m&m’
mededng decisiond by WMMW
by-bhe-memborey but this does not mean that arguments will be supnresaed

The main point is 4he-feet that it differs from e past paao-uoo-oﬁ-na-

zha ehind m O nerersals SxprEossin
Pivingoiidatiaieneshy majority vote., Ghae ree'Aw-nﬁmﬁmir

=T are bl A D0
. and S e and sincere patriotic fervor svwelS=mgr
!'«‘J\J’ Wi
in this conferenc "making the conditionf§ of the people ...

known to the Government." 7When this becomes united harmoniously with the

guidance based on a long-range view of things, that is, making lopass- the

Koagurn S
Government's mandates to the people, a true unity of gee one hundred million
real wCe
people is brought about. It should be the ideal of the council to havglfll-
molitce? semlhem

round constructive opinions bhaewed* and xreflect.ed in actual government,
nThe existence or non-existence of the political character of the

TAISEI YOKUSANKAI should be concretely proved in this council. If we can
“C‘( Corv & ﬂ-'*.;'h %
discover political character within % organic activities of-ca:luol—edt-

Contoining o) m&hﬂ A o (TN
the prosecution of national policies and the peopiety

life, and furthermore if we can expect a serious solution of th&€problems,

0
find a way for <hewseweeddwd making known the people's conditions to the

/]
Government and the Government's mandates to the people, and -‘)\the_ people
cherish hopes in government, I confidently believe that we will be able to See

A maﬂh..
dgaeesmr th of a higbf{legree litical character and politi-
call

feopee, Herein lies the expectation which the general public places

;n the Cooperative Council."




The speech of Secretﬂ-ceneral ISHIAATA.
W"ﬁﬂ'
['rrﬂ‘.zc.@

Wﬁe reorganization of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAIM
cequent tomler - srmumeds or cAlicigma -&m« re b e
meﬂm but, as stated

f,huf:b
by the President in his adcress, the recené”reorganization does not mean in
the least W of this association. In my opinion,

1 TN
this reorganization was effected 10 meet the necessity of nﬂdngﬂ the asso-
looGon w he Ty manner apfmprale
ciation dﬂ;&q—;&umumm to the stage of concrete prac-
e, )
tical application to which the activities of t.he association has Adeveloped

from the stage of Mﬂmm mg—e&nhm

nThis association was started in response to a national demand for

the drastic reenforcement of our national g 11n accordance with“ﬂm
pl-nw o o bl Ca. - —— N
ope with the critical |

great m spirit of our cogp:oxﬂ c | )
(situation at hom and abroja’fl// Aestabliah he Greater East Asia Co--Pros-

~ - SET s = ___._-—-/

It. goes without, saying that not a minute of delay and va-
(On oo asecowil maal lhre be any ¢ ecal,

on, let alone retreat, should be allowed., "\ T believe that this asso-

ciation should take up the various important problems confronting the

=

country at this time, look squarely at the concrete, actual state of affairs,
s

and exert its utmost At.o solve them in cooperation with the Government. In

the l:.ght of this mission of our association, great, indeed, is the signi-

e T —
"

Rl

ficance and responsibility of this Co-operative Councn.l'

"This year's total budget of the association is 8,012,000 odd yen

L . T

for both receipts and expenditures. The receiptd comprdse: subsidy from

the national treasury 8,000,000 yen, and interest, donations, etc. 12,000

odd yen. The expenditures comeriae: Headquarteﬁ expenses 1,1919,000

s | v

odd yen, expenses for enterprises 1,273,000 odd yen, and branch expenses

-18-
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4,819,000 odd yen."

The W ﬂt—
kPresident KONOYE and Secretary-General ISHIVATA‘e-weferenees.to the .
reorganization of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI were made in response to the gen-

eral public's desire to hear about this point. Chairman SUETSUGU of the
Sceved ~ Y

Central Co-operative Conference hit-ihe—vit=i-epet when he urged the free

expression of the people's will in view of the critical situation. These

utterances appeared to have pleased the general public.

Representing the Army and Navy, Vice Minister of the Navy SAYAMOTO

said as follows:

nThe attitude of the Army and Navy toward the TAISEI YOKUSAN movement

and the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI was expressed by the #ar and Navy Ministers before
(he fes Hﬁ&'ﬁ.hsﬂ-ﬁhﬁ

the New-Stmuebwre Preparatory Committee Aheld in September, 1940, It was sta-
ted at that time that under the present situation which urgently calls for -

the establishment of a national defence siiuesure Ato overcome the crisis,

the Army and Navy expressed whole-hearted approval of the purport of the
Fhoo D Tnd efnesd mere o wlling
TAISEI YOKUSAN movement and pn.nuod._t.ho-oni‘to accord positive support

for the development of the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI, which forms the kermnel of

the movement.
"The TAISEI YOKUSANKAI was recently reorganized, but the purpose of the

reorganization was to facilitate the m of the purport of the YOKUSAN

Vb ilele R
movement and the eéepiey—oi-bho—sound functionsr?f the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI and
prsessA

at the same time to strengthen further its aiiXty. Needless 1o say, no

change whatever has been made in the primary purport and &he character of
oc ‘M @D emcing 2/
the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI aE th® direction,ofeibdssscuemenis I follows that

A

there has been no change in the attitude of the Army and Navy toward the
YOKUSAN movement and the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI. We sincerely hope that this

association wanld naké-e-—sewmd-devedesment, conduct a vigorous YOKUSAN
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movement, display , and

thereby fully meet the demands of the present critical situation."
This statement by the Navy Vice Minister probably had some influence
on some of the members of the council,

The results achieved by the Central Co-operative Council.

The First Central Co-operative Conferencde was held for four days from

Thare vae o beak ald ¥ v, e m...m\vfrj/
June 16 to 20. *ot-dn,*fervent e plenary meeting,

committee meetings and round-table conference. The meeting adjourned in
the afternoon of June 20, The conference took up the following main prob-
lems: the establishment of a policy for the Southern Regions, boosting
food production particularly with reference to the price of rice, the ne-

cessity of establishing a supreme office for the all-round adjustment of Ju Tha

'S-{WWpolicies of control economy, the urgent need for:ike-adeopbion—eof

-
natfonal texriterdsd planning, the need for the establishment of national

overhau L
defence industrial zones, the wenewaiien of fapaign-.tirade policy, the probla.m

e o

aadgen- of efficiency, thekencouragm\,ﬂ middle and small scale merchants
and manufacturers, te scientific guidance for the improvement of the peo-
o8 ht--‘ nalpnal ')r'bkna

ple's living conditions, etc. All these were stressedkat the meesting with

aview to making them known to the Government authorities.

B e cb:u:lrr'&.. cangfcican 5&.,&._
Chairman SUETSUGU = i

as follows:

e sincere and zealous ¢ by-the memberfy at both the plenary
ially

meeting and the committeé meetingdy] tdeess burning pat.riotismxan espec
.,T&E“ bak by Mo Sola foree I (e, '
thegs debatesm\ : knowledge of asebwel—oi—
' I can assert definit.elym

Tre <ituationk
the Government, as well as the YOKUSAN Headquarters, has gained/.ﬂm.-iho-

heae E;'first hand
and expression of true public opinion, nowme small degree of benefit
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6’ %W administration.
N The.

AT t the proposals, speeches, and debates in the present conference

thasg g0 te oy
were highly constructive wee, &2 Zreat progsessdn comparisonwhéh the pre-

ADCH s ol k
vious z@ﬁm{}mtral Co-cverative Council. I believe that we have been

able to realize “he-pesudd of assisting Lad:rd.nist.ration in Awith the

Government. What heartened me most was the clear manifestation of the

people's determination that the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere

must be established at all costs, at the establishment of a

self-su.fficienfﬂzone must be achieved aumd e Baned lﬁuld{}\ N e o v

Probably not a single person who witnessed this conference failed to

- bl ibuﬁdﬂ- i! Swdll, Lovally 23 Vevalicw
be deeply impressed by t.hek - striving to overcome the crisis
with a tmitxfront’ transcending party strifes. e can observe here ailear

manifestation of a true political character. It is earnestly hoped that the

)

members of this conference wewser transmit to u‘ona hundred people either
VZI.TG# lwm A
thnugh‘oeeupeb&om& ompanisebieons or bhwewshk geopgraphical organizations

the earnest voice of the people as manifested in this hall.
} . have ne a.'ba'rr
,. e dg=met doubt ad=m® that the Government,. too, will take—wp the

m..m dige hoe U & Ge Jh-:ﬁr
_suggestdeng of this conference and Mopb-tbﬂnﬂ adminia-&

i tration . n s

| Premier KONOYE's -Ladiow R pledge apparently reassured not only the

r' members of the conference, but also the people at large: —
E call & tRuT,

"Your voices are the concerning the vital problems now

while &LU\ - ﬁ ’ P
confronting the peepie ,\in m&kwnwm '
as A
geographical _'bﬁ&n..
P
portant matters which cannot be neglected S the establishment of a high

ot ua-E‘x
ﬁa national defence sﬁﬂm. Among the subjects taken up, those
which can be immediately carried out shaldd—pe-—cespiedesmi, while those

The subjects proposed and discussed are all im-
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%
which require further study shall be fully studied by the respective

organs of the Government and the TAISEI YOKUSANKAI in order that the
aims of the conference shall be achieved."
The holding of the First Central Co-operative Conference was not meane
ingless after all, If —blrrmBh the subsequent activities of the TAISEI YO~
QLA‘ h.ii-iI-ih"il!!!‘.lthLJ:Z‘iE;‘i TR T ER
KUSANKAIA the fears ce a ﬁ p;Ie that
communism is latent in the YOKUSAN movement, and their detestation of its
mp‘ngmy‘mﬁmaitfbhgl{"
reckless overdoings have been disspel;e@hﬁwkfor not only ideer b

YOKUSANKAI, but also for Premier KONOYE, who labored for its establishment as

its founder, and for the Cabinet which he headed.




