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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR TIE FAR EAST,

THE UNITED ST.TES CF aM ~IC4, ot al.

)
- AGAINST - % A B F L'DiA Y I8,
‘RAKI, S)Di0, ot al. )

I, Eiguna ISHIDA, do swear on my conscience that the
following is true:

I reside at KAGOSHIMA-SYI, N.GOYOSHI-CHO, No. 599
MATSU/0TO, KATA.

I began my military servic: in 1912, I graduntzd from the
irmy War Collsje in 1926, At the ouibreak of World Var II, I as
Major-General wos in commnnd of transnortation in INDO-CHTNA on
the HANOI - SATCGON Rnilway. After the outureak of the war T went
to BANGKOK and 'was in command of th2 3rd Field Pailroad hQ, trans
porting supplizs to the railrond of TEAIL.UD, *ALAYA and FRENCH
INDO-CIIINL. In 2orly Augusi of 1943 1 rzceived the order to
command the 2nd Railway Danartront and 4th Specinl Rnilway Con-
structlon Com and fiom th: War “Hinisver in TOKYO. At the time
I reczived thaz ord 'r, I was at KUAL\ LU PUL 400 kilom._tres north
o' SINGAPOIE. I went to thc Hendaquarters of the railroad at a
placa called KiICHANWBURI about 100 kilomcotcrs north of BAMPONG;
atbout the middle of Auvgu: t, 1943, where I remainzd until the 4th
of Septambar 1943 when I went to KONTUITA to personally command
the construction, The orders from the ' ar Ifinistry out me in
command of three departwentsy nawelys; thz 2nd Eqilway Department:
the 4th Specicl Eailway Conslruction Ceumand for thz constructior
of the BURIMA--THATLAND Railway and the 3rd Fiecld Rnilway HQ, I
was told the langth of the railrord was 415 kilomcters and upen
completion 1t was us2d for the trnnsvortation of supplics to the
Javanase troops in BURMA.

The prisonors of war exployad wera mainly Pritish,
iustralisn nand Dutch. In July, 143, baforz I ba2came commandar
of this railway, Lisut-Sencraol WAKAMATST and Cclonel KATO visited
tho construction work while T was in comrand. I[ieut Genesral
NLRAMURA, Aketo, wvho was the cummander at BLNGKOK, was in command
of the Supply Donot for the cipoiy of food cte. provided to the
prisoners, The BURMM-THAILUD railroad was constructaed principal
ly by the labor of prisoners of war and coolies. The railroad
Wwas complet:d on the 17th of October, 1943. The diract and chief
cause for th=s spe~dy construction of the P'RMA-THAILAND railroad
was principally a tactical operation. The fact remains thot ther
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Was a necessity for land transwortation batwesn BURVA ang
THAILAND ns no such rout: exist.., Tho necessity for its con-
structions 2t th: time and for the hasto in its construction was
crused by the difficulty of transhort-tion by water due to
1ttacks of Japnnesc shipning by submarines ang from the air. As
n raesult of the fact that Javanasa troons in BUR'A were starving
and th: co' plcvion of the raiirond meant that thov would

recceive sunniics from SINGAPORE and BANGKOK,

Aft:r the construction was comnloted I was still in charge
cf the transrortniion cver the BURIA-THAILAND Railroad snd there
vers still 2 smnll pamber of orisoncys of war kept cmnloyad for 2
the maintenance of vork% <a connzeticn with tiansportation, I |
was continuously at th> secne of constructizn from Szptembar 5th
until October 17, 1943, and T kn:w that th2 sick and doath rate
amongst tnd orisoncrs wrs very nich. V'hen T arrived at
KANCHANABURI, thc scon of the construction of thno raillroad, in
‘ugust, I rcecivad renorts from various of ficors undor my com-
mand and I 1l:arnzd of the facet that prisconzrs and workers in the
railroad war> dyin~ ns a rasuvlt of very sovare conditions. I
worked for tha batusrrmant of conditisns, On my inspcction trip
to the hosoitnl, I s~w that a numb:r of prisoncrs were sick,
When T was in KULLL LUPUR in the middle of 1944 I heard that th |
South Army hnd rccoiv:id complaints from the British and Duteh *
Govirnmznts concsraning th: trastwent of prisonars of war cmploya:
on the BURMA-THLILATD Railrond. The autloriz-tion for thec
employment of prisoncrs of wnr cn the BULVA-THAILLYND Railroad
must have comz from thie General Staff ia TOKYO. I romainzd in
charge of the supcrvision of the BURMA--THAILAND Railway, which
was under the cormand of the 4th Snccial Lailway Construction
HQ until ay 1945,

sworn to nnd subscrib d boefor: ro
nt CHANGT GAOL, SINGAPCIE, Eiguma ISHIDA.
this dny 9th of Nove b.:r 19446,

/8/ X.S. Kalsi "lajor

AN RE ILRITC A TE
I, ATZUTL, Shigctesh', Lk reby certify that I nam fully conversant
with the Jannnase ind BEr.ziish languarcs and that I truly and
corr2ctly transiated from Enszlish to Jarines2 and from Joananase
into English the oath ~dministered to F lLzumn (SHITA, th2 naturec
"nd purnose of which oath was fully undarsteod by the said
“ffiant.
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Mizuta, Shigotoshi (signed)




