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LIST OF TIIE CONSULS.

w—— Tiberianus, A. R. 1042,
Dio, A, ¢ 291,

e—— Annibalianus, A. R. 1013,
chlcpxodotm AL G, 202,
Jupocletianus Augustus V, AR 1044,
) Maximianus Auoustm IV. A C. 293,

¥lavius Valerius Constantius Caosar, A, R. 1045,
Gralerius Valerius Masimianus Cesar, AL C. 294,

— Tuscus, A. R. 1046,
————— Anulinus, A. C. 295,
Diocletianus Augustus VI, A. R. 1047,
Constantianus Casar I1. A. C. 2Y6.
Maximianus Augustus V. A R.1048.
Galerius Cwsar 11. A. C. 297,
Ancius Faustus 11. A.R.1049.
Severus Gallus, A. C. 29s,
Diocletianus Augustus VII. A. . 1050.
Maximianus Augustus VI, A Coo299.
Constantianus Ceesar 111 A% 1051,
Galerius Cwesar 111 A. C. 300
o —— Titianus 11. AR 1052,
-——-— Nepotianus, A C. o801,
Constantius Caesar 1V AR 1053,
Galerius Coesar V. AL CLos02,
Diocletianus Augustus VT 1, AR 1054,
Maximianus Augustus V11, AL, son,
Diocletianus Aunusms IX. A D 1055
Maximianus Auuu&mﬂ VI, AU 504,
Constantins Cesar V, AR 1056.
Galerius Caes ar V. A.C. 208,

CONSTANTIUS CHLORUS, Evreror.

Constantius € wesar, dein. Angnstus 'V, AL 1050
~ . . - \ . . L .. ’
fialerius Maximianus Ceesar. dein, Au- -
4 A. (,. 50O

gustus V. i
Constantius Augustus VI AL Rowos7
Galerius Mavimianus Aneastus V] AL CL 805,
CoNTPY




































THE

HISTORY

OF THE

ROMAN EMPEROLS,
FROM AUGUSTUS TO CONSTANTINE.

BOOK XXVL

~ PRINCIPAL EVENTS OF THE REIGN OF
PHILIP.

Penecrinus. A
AEMILIANUS. &

HILIP writes to the senite, who acknow.
ledge him, and decree to him all the titles of
the imperial power.

He names his son Ceesar, when only seven years
of age.

He concludes a peace with Sapor.

His pretended penance at Antioch,

He comes to Rome, and by his affability con-
ciliates the friendship of the great.

He gives the command of the armies of Syria
to L. Priscus his brother, and that of' the troops
of Masia and Macedonia to his father-in-law Se-
verianus.

Vor. IX. B M. Junius



2 HISTORY O THE EMPERORS.

AT 996. M. Juvrivs PuiLipPUs AvcustUs.
A. G 246 ve oo oo TiTIANUS,

Ile marches against the Carpians, who ravaged
the provinces adjoining to the Danube, makes
war upon them, and returns conqueror. .

AL R. 997, PR PR;ESENS.
A C. 246 «e.. ALBIAUS.
A great fire in Rome.
Q~(T:l~29*°8 M. Jurius Purrirprs Aveustus I1L
. . [}

M. Jerius SEvERus PaiLippus CiESAR.

Philip, after having made his son consul, de-
clares him likewise Augustus.

21% ‘;"1‘{‘ Purrrerus 111 Avce
TR Puiviepus 11 )

Secular games.

An cdict for suppressing the crime against na-
turc.

v '({- ‘a"l"g" M. Asrianvs II.
' ) JuN1us AQuILINUS.

Jotapian rchels in Syria, and Marinusin Measia.
‘They both perish soon after their being proclaim-
cd Augusti.

Decius, being sent into Masia to ounish those
who had favoured the rebellion of Marinus, is him-
«elf named emperor by the troops.

IHe sets ont on his march.  'The battle of Ve-
rona. Philip defeated and slain.  IHis son put to
death in Rome by the prastorian guards.

Divine honours are decrecd to both of them.

NoTs.
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NorEe.

As the tyrants, that is to say, those who having
usurped the title and powcr of emperor, perished
without being acknowledged in Rome, or by the
senate, make a considerable, part of the Roman
history at this period ; I shall take care to men-

tion them at the end of the principal events of
each reign.

Usureers during the rcign of PHILIP.

Jotapiax in the East,
Marinus in Mazsia.

B2 PHILIP.

[4.]
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PHILID,

SECT. L

PHILIP 15 acknowledged by the senate. Two cm-
pervrs  erreneously wnserted lhere Ly Zonaras.
Philip mukes his son Cesar. He concludes a
peace with Sapor, and returns to Syria. His
pretended penance at Anticch.  Upon his arrival
at Rome, he endeavours to strengthen lis autho-
rity. He marches against the Carpians. IWhat
s known of those people before the time of Philip.
He dcfeats them and obliges them to sue for peace.
fle names his son consul with himself, and creates
him Augustus. He celebrates the secular games.
An edict for suppressing the crime against nalure.
Jotapiun is proclaimed emperor in Syria, and
Vorinus in Masia.  They both perish.  Decius
succeeds them. A battle hetween Decius and
Philip near Teroni. The death of Philip and

of his son.  Detacked facts. The Phitips are
vanked among the gods.

Vhiipis T PWILIP having succeeded by the means 1
lerdred by have alicady mentioned in getting himself
the senate.

P m'cm.na.med emperor by the soldiers, was anxious to ob-
31, & Za tain the confirmation of the senate without delay.
Ile wrote to that body, and demandéd it of them,
disguising his crime in regard to Gordian, and
saying, as 1 observed before, that the young
prince died of sickness.  The senate, cithercally
deccived, or pretending to be so, joined their sut-
frage to that of the troops, and by one and the same
resolution decreed divine honours to Gordian,

and
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and to Philip all the titles of the imperial
powcr.

If'such a writer as Zonaras deserved any credit, Twoempe.
we should say, that the senate did not comply so w3 2rCr
readily with Philip’s desire; that they began withcd nereby
chusing successively two emperors, Marcus, a%e™*
philosopher by profession, and Severus Hosti-
lianus, both ot whom died within a very few days
after their election ; and that these sudden deaths
reduced the senate, now destitute of resourses,
which they would otherwise have had recourse to
against Philip, to acknowledge him at length for
emperor.  But the authority of Zonaras is very
weak ; his account is very improbable ; and if it
contains any truth, we, with M. Tillemont, will
restrict it to the following circumstances. There
are cxtant medals of an 1. Marcius, and of an L,
Anrelins Severus Hostilianus, with the title of
Avgostus.  Let us suppose then, that among the
maiy usurpers who started up in the ditferent
provinces of the empire, before and after the time
we are now speaking of, there were two who bore
the names mentioned by Zonaras 3 and that it
was 50 much the more easy to give them an ima.
ginary place in history, as they” vere very little
known, having only had a weak purty, and a pros-
perity of but a tew days continuance.

Philip, also, in the very beginning of his 1‘cig11,P{12iph,
took another nseful precaution to secire the Scep- son cresar.
tre in his hands: by making his son, who was of the Viet. stery.
same name with himself, and then only seven
years of agc, his associate in the cnpire, under
the title of Casar,

The necossty of his affairs called him to Rome, We con-
there to establish his authority : and in these cir-Jlern
cumstances, he thonght it was needless to prash Spor, and
the war aminst Sapor, ¢ peeidly as lie must he dis. geas e
pirited with the Josses he had sutfered. Philip con.”
cluded a peace with the king of Persia, who, re.
Neeting upon the situation he wasn, willingly ac.

(‘('plwq



























14 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS.

Euseh. A great fircis said to have happened during his
reign, which consumed the theatre of Pompey,
and the portico called The hundred Columns.

Col. 1. % We find in the Code a law, under his name,

1t 82« 3 which declares, that poets have no privilege of en-
joying any exemption. This was depriving them
of that resource to which the narrowness of their
circumstances had often obliged them to apply.

TbePhlips  Decius must certainly have paid some respect

ke to the memory of this prince, if what Eutropius

gds. says be true, that the Philips, after their death,
were ranked among the gods.

PRINCIPAL EVENTS

OF THE REIGN

or
DECIUS.
A-R.yono. M. Arianrs 11
AC. 24y,
Juntes .t QUILINUS.

DECIUS, being acknowledged as emperor,
makes his cldest son Caesar,  He afterwards gives
the same title to his other son Hostilianus,

He violently persccutes the Christian church.

:!(«13:(1' C. Messius Quintus Trajanus Decivs Av-

ctarus I1.
s o oo .. Grarus,.

This second consulship of Decius supposes a
former, of which we know not the date.
The
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The persecution continues with the same vio-
lence all this year.

The martyrdom of Pope St Fabian.

Origen long and cruelly tormented by the Pa-
gan magistracy at Caesarea in Palestine.

The apostacy of a great number of Christians.
St Paul, the hermit, confines himself to the de-
sarts of Thebais.

Part of the walls of Rome rebuilt by Decius.

Troubles in Gaul.

An irraption of the Goths into Illyricum,
Thrace, and Macedonia. L. Priscus joins them,
and causes himself to be proclaimed emperor.
Decius the younger is sent by his father to make
head against the encmies. Philippolis in Thrace
is taken by the Goths. ‘

Decius Aucusrus 111 A.R.1002.
Q. Herennius Erruscus Messius DeciusA-C 261
Cxsar.

DECIUS makes his eldest son Augustus.

He himselt’ goes to Hlyricum.

Valens emperor for a few days, cither in Illyri-
cum or at Rome.

Valerian, afterwards einperor, 1s clected censor
by the senate.

Decius, after gaining several great advantages
over the Goths, perishes with his eldest son and
all his army through the treachery of' Gallus.
"This event.happened towards the end of the year.

Usunrerns during the reign off DECIUS.
L. Priscus in Tlyricin.  This may be the

hrother of the cmperor Philip.
Jorics
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Jurius Varens, in Hyricum, according to Tre-
bellius Pollio. But according to Aurclius Victor’s
manuer of expressing himsclf, Valens would rather
scem to have been proclaimed emperor in Rome.

Jorapiax may have lived and reigned even un-
der the emperor Decius,

]

Pa——

DEC1US,

SECT. IL

Uneer tuindy and confusion of the Listory of this pe-
rivd.  1'he nanes of Decius.  He persecules the
Christiuns.  Aninvasion of the Goths. L. Pris-
cus joins them, causes himself to be proclained
emperor, and perishes. Decius the youn ser s sent
by his fatier against the Goths.  Decius goes in
person to Hyricum.  Valens is proclaimed empe-
ror and perishes soon efler.  Decius perishes by
the treuson of Gallus.  Detached transactions.

Unoertuine HE confusion of the time of which I am now
Hrond cun- writing the history, is very great.  There is

the history DOt one date of an event. one epoch of the begin.

o thispe- ping or end of arcign, and scarcely indeed a single
fact, that is not liable to be disputed.  Fven the
writers of the Byzantine history fail us; and there
1s a chasm among them, from the death of Gor-
dian IIL to the reign of Valerian.  In this laby-
rinth, M. de Tillemont’s labour is to me a neces-
sary guide without the assistance of which, 1
would not dare to enter it.

The family of Decius alfords us an example of
this confusion. The varicty of the nomes of his
sons has made some learned men asciibe four to
him, Others give him but two. The name oi'l.t‘i‘s

wife
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wife has occasioned many discussions. M. Lebeau,
my illustrious co-adjutor in the professorship of
rhetoric, who, to an exquisite taste in eloquence
and poetry, joins a profound knowledge of anti-
quity, has informed e, that the writers the best
acquainted with the science of medals, admit of
only two sons of )ecius, the ope named Q. He-
repniys Etruscus Messius Decius 3 and the other
C. Valens [lostilianus Messius Quintus 3 and that
as to Decius’s wite she is always called Herennia
LEtruscilla.  This opinion js therefore that which
1 shall abide by.

Decius was named C. Messius Quintus Trajanus The nawes
Decius.  Ilis family-name seems to have been of Deciu
Messius : for this name is found likewise upon the
medals of his sons.  Custom, however, has pre-
vailed to distinguish him by the name of Decius,
which is sometines preceded by that of Trajan.

He was born jn a village necar Sirmium, as I said
betore, and was the first ot the many princes which
Illvricum gave to the Roman empive.

‘This emperor is very famous in Ecclesiastical Iie perie.
history, as a violent persecutor of Christianity. Cheistiang
Tor this regson, Christian authors are not favoura- 7id o
ble to him. ‘T'he Pagans, on the contrary,load him
with praiscs, which, however, arc but lamely sup-
ported by facts. 1is reign was very short 5 and it
must be owned, that history has not preserved any
thing more memorable in it, than the persecution
which he excercised against the Christian religion,

With that too it was that he began his veign.
Decins hated the Christians, because Philip had
protected them 3 and he took the very fivst op-
portunity to make them feel the effects of that
aversion @ for it was not until atter the middle of
the vear of Christ 249, that he became peac ".hl;:
possessor of the empire 5 and on the twentictiv o
January 250, pope St Fabian suftered Lty rdam.
‘Lhe persceution was ordered by an edict of the
pmperor ;3 aud consequently extended over the

Vor. 1, C whole
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whole empire; and as all the provinces were full
of Clristians, whose numbers bad increased pro-
digiously since the reign of Alexander Scverus,
the consternation which it spread was universal.

What particularly characterizes this persecu-
tion, which is reckoned the seventh is, that the
chict'aim of the Pagans scems to have been, to
force the Christians to abjurc their religion, by the
duration of the torments inflicted on them. They
were kept along time in close prisons, where they
were used with the utmost barbarity, and put fre-
quently to the rack, in order to weary out their
paticnce, and overcome, by cruel and repeated
trials, the fortitude of those who were thought to
be prepared to die with pleasure.

Such was in particular the treatment inflicted on
Origen, whose high reputation and great name ex-
posed him remarkably to the hatred of the Pagans.
This venerable old man, then between sixty-six
and sixty-seven ycars of age, was seized at Casarea
in Palcstine, and thrown into prison. The magis-
trates of that city were cqually attentive to make
him suffer much, and, at the same time, not to
take away his life. The horrors of a dungeon,
chains, fetters about his legs, and an iron collar
round his neck, with the torments of the rack, and
mcenaces to burn him alive, were putin execution
against that zcalous and judicious defender of the
Christian faith, in hopes of making him aposta-
tize. Dut the grace of Jesus Christ having sup-

vorted him under these severe sufferings, he was at
]cngth sct at liberty, when the persecution ceased,
and retired to Tyre, where be died soon after.

St Babylas of Autioch, aud St Alexander of Je-
rusalem dicd in the prison into which they had
been thrown for the name of Christ.

Decius had likewise recourse to another eruel
artifice against the Christians, of which indeed his
predecessors had sct him the example, Concluding

that
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that the people would be most casily overcome
when deprived of the assistance of their pastors,
he levelled his rage chiefly against the bishops and
priests. Ie was»o sensible how much this policy
would contribute to the success of his views, that,
for upwards of a_ycar after the death of St Fa-
bian, he hindered the chusing of a successor to
that holy pontiff : and evenat last, it was entirely
owing to the rebellions and wars, which necessa-
rily engrossed all his attention, that the clergy
and people of Rome found means to assemble
when thyy clected St Cornelius.

These measures were, undoubtedly, well calcu-
lated to auswer the end which Decius aimed at 3
and, in cffect, they succecded so far, that a great
number of Christians, weakened and relaxed by a
peace of thirty-cight years continuance, which had
been disturbed ouly by Maximin’s transient per-
sccation, sunk under that we are now speaking of.
Many sacrificed to idols : others, to reconcile, as
they imagined, their conscience with their safety ;
without actually committing the crime, obtained
ot thc.mngistmrcs, by means of” a sum of moncy,
a certificate attesting their submission to the cm-
peror’s edict.  ‘The wisest of the faithiul, parti-
cularly the laity, whose conditicn did not oblige
thew to remain on the field of battle to oppose the
cnemy, fearing their own weakness, made use of
the permission granted by Christ in the gospel.
They fled and dispersed themselves in remote
places.  ‘The most famous of these illustrious fu-
gitives 15 87 Pygl the hermit, who confined him-
self to the desarts of ‘Thebais, where he remained
hid, until God, uinety years after, gave informa-
tionofhim to §t Anthony, by anexpress revelation.

This violent and tatal mistortune was moder ted
by the divine goodness, in regard to its duration.

Uhe great heat of the perseention lasted buta
vear s and hefore the end of the year ol Christ
(. 2 250,

1y
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€50, the confessors, who filled the prisons of
Rome, were set at liberty.
Iovasion ot It was not the milduess or clemency of Decius
rhe Coths which weakened the tage of the persecution 3 but
as I have already said, the necessity of afiairs,
] and the daugers which threatened the state from
/s, . . a8 " P .
an invasion of the barbariaus. The Goths passed
the Danube®, and over-ran Illyricum, Thrace,and
Y. Piscus Macedonia. L. Priscus, who commanded in thosc
g thany }}arts, (probably the brother of the emperor Phi-
adtte be  Hip) was not ashamed to join the armies of the em-
procimed 1yire,  Iie assumed the purple, and shewed what
it perish- Was singular and unhcard of—a Roman emperor
o at the head of an army of Goths. lle did not
long enjoy his vain title, so bascly usurped.  + e
wat declared a public enemy by the senate, and
killed soon alter ; how, or by whon, we know not.
Deusthe  Decius, perhaps thea personally employed in
;Ve‘;;'t';i?&fjtquicting an insurrection which broke out in Gaul,
the Gothe. SCNt his eldest son, whom he had made Ceesar, into
Fat or. . Tlyricum, to oppose the ravages of the barbarians.
wmar, That voung prince, after an alternative of good
Lo and bad success, was at last worsted, and could
i not hinder the Goths from taking the city of Phi-
lippopolis in Thrace, in which an hundred thou-
sand men aic said to have been killed, and from
whence the conquerors carvied ot a great many
prisoncrs of illustrious rank.
Do The importance of the war increasing daily,
musin - Decius, cither free from other cares, or judging
lm,ricum. this the most pressing, went himself into Illyri-
cum; and, if"we believe his panegyrist Zosimus,
hie dcfeated the Goths in every engagement.
Val nai Whilst he made war with success against the
3-:‘::;::.3:3‘-' barbarians, @ wew pretender to the throne staited

and oy i ], cither in Rome, or Hlyvicum 3 for authors do

Ch oot

ot
ulter.
el Tty .
£ Ty Zosiaus, hrom geox: ighorance, calls it the Tunais, initend

of the Damibe.
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not agree which of the two it was.  Valens caus-
c¢d himself to be proclaimed emperor and perish-
ed at the end of a few days,

Gallus, not less ambitjous, but more expert than Decius pe-
Priscus and Valens, succeeded better in a likel#'olY
enterprize against Decius.  He was one of theorGalle
principal officers of the Roman army; and Decius,
after several victories gained over the Goths, pur-
posing to cut oft their retreat into their own coun-
try, and to extirpate them entirely, that their na-
tion might never more be tempted to invade the
Roman territuries, charged him to guard the
bauks of the Danube with a large body of troops,
whilst he, with the mzin army, should pursue
them in the rear. The Goths could not have es-
caped, if they had not been assisted by the treach-
ery of Gallus. ‘That.traitor, seized with a passion
for reigning, made proposals to them agaiust his
master, which were eagerly listened 1o 5 and the
scheme of laying an ambuscade to surprize and
Kill Decius was settled between them. Tne Goths
took their post in a great marsh, into which De-
cius, from his ardour to pursuc the conquered,
and deceived by the false intelligence of Gallus,
advanced without examining it. “I'he marsh was
deep and slimy : and the empere plunging into
it with all his army, found himselt instantly at.
tacked by a vast number of enemies.  Decius is
said to have shewn on this melancholy oceasion, , v,
an intrepidity of soul, similar to that which his.
tory commends in Crassus in the midst of his
nmisfortunes; when beset in like manner by the
Parthians. W are told, that the cldest son of
Decius, who had just been raised to the rank ot
Augustus, being slain in the engagement, this
heroie father, far from sinking under his gries;
undertooh to comfort his troops, and to anunate
them to act with vigour, by telling them, that th.c
Joss of a soldicr was not the ruinot an army. His

Cu cQurire
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PRINCIPAL EVENTS
OF THE REIGN

or

GALLUS.

Decius Avcustus 1L AR 1002,
Dectus CEsAr. At 251,

GALLUS is proclaimed Augustus with Hostili-
anus, the sccond son of Decnus, Ly the troops of
Mocesia and Pannonia.

He confers the title of Cwesar upon his son
Volusianus.

He cuncludes a shameful treaty with the Goths.

C. Visws TresoNiaNus Garrus Aucus rusA R 1603,
III . 252.
C. VoLusiaxts Casar.

Gallus goes to Rome.
A plaque over all the empire, wlich had be-

gun in the ycar 250.
Martyrdom of the holy popes Cornclius and
Lucius. .
Gallus caused IHostilianus to be put to death,
and pretends that the young prince died of the
plague.
He creates his son Volusianus, Augustus.

C. Vovrustanus Avcusrus 11 AR 1000
........ M.aximus. A

The Goths invade Moesia.
smilian defeats them, and causes himsclf'to be

proclaimed emperor. i
e
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the Roman troops in Mcesia.  This general under-
stood the art of war; and his ambition told him,
that he was as worthy of the empirc as Gallus.
He thought that he had only to atchicve some
glorious exploit, in order to merit it; and ob-
scrving, that his troops were discouraged, he en-
deavourced to rouse their former ardour, not only
by urging to them motives or duty and honour,
but also, by promising that they should have the
pension which was ignomiuniously paid to the bar-
barians. Thisargumtnt succeeded. His soldiers,
flattered with such hopes did wonders.  ‘They de-
teated the Goths in Maesia, and even pursucd
them into their own country, beyond the Danube,
where they engaced them again, cat their army
in piccer, and reeovered all the booty which had
been carried off from the Rowan provinee.  "Lhe
conqueror Emilian was proclaimed cmperor by
his army  1e lost no time to make good his pre-
tensions, but hastened his march. to ltaly.

Gallus, in great consternation, sent Valerian to
the Rbine, to bring him the legions of Gaul and
Germany 3 whilst he himself’advanced against the
enemy, at the head of the troops he then had with
him.  The two armies met near Interamna, now
Terni, in Umbria; and that of Galluy, finding
itself much inferior, and besides, having no great
esteem for its chicf, put an end to the strife, by
killing him and his son, and coming voluntarily
over to Emilian,

Gallus had reigned about two years.  Ewilian
was not the first rival that rosc up against him.
Onge M. Aufidius Perperna Licinianus had taken
the title of Augustus some time before s but his
ill concerted enterprise was stifled in its birth.

EMITIAN
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EMILIAN.,

C. VoLusranus Aovcustes ILL AR 1004
ceeee . Maes. AC 24

SECT. IV.

Enilian is wcknowledsed Emperor by the senate.
11is mild and moderate conduct.  Falerian is pro-
clutined emperor by the troops he was leading to
the wsistance of Gallus.  Lmilian s killed by
his vien soldicrs.

C or M. Julius Aimilianus, whom w® shall Emitian is
o call only Emiliah, made but a very short ap- gknes-
pearance upon the stuge, his reign not lasting four peror by
mouthe, Heought, however, to be ranked among the senate.
the emperors, since he was acknowledeed by the g
senate, who, after having declared him a public Vit Uters-
enemy at the request of” Gallus, conferred upon
Lim all the titles of the imperial power, now that
they saw him congueror.  Emilian had taken care
to conciliate the atfection of that body, by letters
sent from Lllyricum immediately after his election
by the army. He thereein declared, that he looked
upon himsclf as the licutenant of the senate, to
whom he would leave the whole authority of the
government, restricting himself' to the command
of the avmies. e promised to establish peace in
the empire, by delivering Thrace, and the neishe
bowing provinees, from the incursion of the bais
harians, and by making war asainst the Persians,
who begun again to disturb the Fastby some acts

ol
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general, than for their own cmperor : and at the*)ﬁ; own
same time, they were sensible of the inequality of ™™
their forces. They thercforc resolved to rid
themselves of Emilian ; and accordingly they
Lilled him at Spolcto, whither he had advanced

to meet his adversary. Valerian, conqueror with-

out having drawn his sword, or perhaps even scen

the camp of his antagonist, was unanimously ac-
knowledged throughout the whole empire.

PRINCIPAL EVENTS
OF THE REIGN

or

VALERIAN.

C. Vovrusianus Aucustus 1L

R. 1004.,
e e« . Maximvus. ¢

A

A. 258,
VALERIAN, proclaimed emperor by the sol-

dicrs, is acknowledged by the scuate, v ho conler

the title of Casar upon his son Gallicnus.  Vale-

rian gives him that of Augustus.

P. Licintus VaLerianus 11,
) N -Avda.
P. Licinius GALLIENUS )

The empire attacked on all sides by the bar-
barians. )

Valerian sends his son Gallicnus into Gaul,
giving him Posthumus for his moderator and as-
sistant ¢ and he himself undertakes to defend the
countrics on the east of Italy.

Some place under this year Aurclian’s exploit
against the Iranks, which we have spoken ol in
the reign of Gordian I1L

P. TaciNirs
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MEeauits Fuscus. ATt 1001,
cee..es. Bassus, A G238,

Valerian at Byzantium.

Aurclian, adopted by Ulpius Crinitus, was con-
sul with him during part of this year., Their con-
sulate began on the twenty-second of May.

The Persians, solicited by Cyriades, a fugitive,
enter Mesopotamia, take Nisibis and Carrhe,
penetrate into Syria, and make themsclves mas-
ters of Antioch, which they plunder and sack.

Cyriades takes the titles of Ciesar and Augustus.

Incursions of the Scythian Borans, who scize
upon Trebizond.

The martyrdom of pope St Sistus, of St Lau-
rence, and of St Cyprian,

MILLIANUS,
eseeaes ]E.I}I LIANUS IO,
cesees e BASBUS. A, U 250,

Cyriades perishes, after having reigned a year
in Syria. b

Valerian at Antioch.  He restores that city.

Bithyuia ravaged by Scythians.  Valerian sets
out in order to chastize them : but they had al-
ready retired when he arrived in Cappadocia.
llc returns to Antioch.

Gallienus’s cldest son, Valerian, is made Ceesar.

eveeese. SECULARIS. ATLIONL
eveeeees DoNaTus. AL 239,

Valerian is defeated by Sapor, in Mesopota-
mia, and afterwards made prisoner at an inter-
view with the conqueror.

Iis captivity was long, and loaded with the
most ignominious treatment,

Usvrrer under the reign of VALERIAN.

CYRIADES i Syria,
VoL, IN, D VALERIAN.
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VALERIAN.

SECT. V.

FALLRIAN, universally esteemed befure he wus
emperor, soon finds himself unequal to that digni-
ty. e had probity, but wanted talints, Mclan-,
choly state of the empire when Valerian began his
reign.  le makes his son Gallienus Augustus.
Llis family. e seuds Gallicnus tito Gawd vgainst
the Germans, giving him Posthumus for his coun-
scllor and divector. Gallienus acquires honour ine
that command. Talerian is successful, by his
generals, against the barbarians who ravaged II-
lyricum.  dsia Minor ravaged ai different times
by the incursions of the Scythian nations. Vale-
rian’s negligence and inactivity. The plague con-
tinues to desolate the empire. The Pddsian war.
Cyriudes a traitor and an usurper. Antioch taken
hy the Persians.  Cyriades perishes. 1 alerian
soes Lo Jdntivch, and repairs that city.  He is de-
feated by Sapor, and nade prisoncr at an inter-
vicw.  Sapor’s base treatment of him.  Fulerian,
though naturafly of a good disposition, persecutes
the Clvistians. View of that persecution, which s
reckoned the cighth. The begiuning of Christianity
among the Goths and other barbarians.

Valerinn, I\ LVER did any prince ascend the throne

ivor wly . . .
ool with a better reputation than Valerian, nor

edtecmod

Fetore e gwith more sincere and more universal congrratulia.
W)

var, won tions from all orders of the state. Born of an illus-
hwds b gpeions family, tried in all civil and military cm-

nell noe.

n o ployments, the weight of which he had supported’

ity with dignity : he had arrived at the highest degree
1e3Ck ¥ dle »

‘ of
L& 2
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of consideration and fame that a private personZe-d.
could possibly aspire to. Though honoured with ~#“%""
the consular dignity, possessed of the first rank
among all the senators, and appointed the deputy

of Gordiavs to the senate, when they were clect-

ed emperors in Alrica ; all this did him still s
honour, than the manner in which he was chosen
censor.,

Since the establishment of the imperial power
the authority of the censorship had almost always,
becen united to the supreme authority.  Paulns
and Plancus were the two last private persons who
bore that oflice together, about twenty-two yeurs
before the eomnon Christian wra ;. Auagustus ve-
ing then in peaceable possession of’ the cmpire,
Claudins made Vitellius his associate in the func-
tions of censor : but since that time, the emperors
had always reserved to themselves the exercise of
that office, though they did not usually take the
title of it.  Deccius, purely out of zeal 1o, the re- g, 4,
formation of mauners, thought it woull be most
proper to commit that important trust to some
private person, who, not having any other object
m view, might apply himselt” wholly to it; and
accordingly, without fearing to disconnect it from
the imperial power, he wrote to the ~enate, whilst,
he was in llyricam, engaged in a war agmnst the
Goths, ordering them to appoint a’censor,

As soon as the practor, who presided in the as-
scimbly during the abscace of the two Decit, both
emperors and consuls, had read the orders which
he had recerved, there was no need otan. delibe-
ration.  Livery one, unanimous in favour of Vale-
rian, instantly cried® out, ¢ Valerian®s life is a
« perpetual eensorship. To him, who is better
« than all others, 1t belongs to judoe all others.
« Valerian, from his infancy, s becn a respeetas
< ble censor, by the integrity of his conduet 5 «

“owise senator, modest, and sedate; a firewd to the
% good,
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« good, and an eneny to oppressors ; making war
¢« agrainst vice. We will have him for our censor 3
¢ him we propose to’imitate. More illustrious by
¢ his merit, than by the nobleness of his blood 3
¢ his conduct shews innocency of manners, and a
<« sublimity of sentiments. He is a matchless ex-
“ ample, and venerable antiquity is revived in
« him.” These acclamations, often reiterated, at
length concluded withthedeclarationof the general
consent. ¢ We ave all of this opinion,” cried they ;
and this was the form of the decree of the sénate.
" Valerian was then with the army. Decius no
sooner received the decree of the senate, than he
sent for him ; and in presence of the chief offi-
cers of his court, which he had assembled, he no-
titicd to himn his clection, giving him at the same
time an account of the extent of the authority of
his office. ¢ Valerian, said he, you have reason to
¢ think yourself happy in being honoured, as you
¢ are, by the suffrages of the senate ; or rather in
¢ possessing all their esteem, all their aflection,
“and all their hearts.  Reccive the authority of
¢ censor, which you alone are capable of exer-
¢ cising worthily, and which the Roman republic
¢« confers upon you over all its members, to judge
¢ their conduct. You are to decide who are wor-
¢ thy to keep or to acquite the rank of senators ;
¢ you are to restore the Fquestrian order to its
« ancient splendour 3 you are to take cognizance
«« of the public revenues, and you are to grant
‘ the leases of them.  The troops are to be sub-
¢« ject to inspection 3 you are to judge even the
Judges themselves, the officers ot our palace,
¢ and those who hold the greatest places in the
“state.  Ina word, except the priefect of the
¢ city, the consuls in office, the king the sacrifi-
« ces, and the chief vestal, provided she faithtully
¢« preserves her honour s all ranle, and every pri.
“ vale person, are to be subject to your controul g
“ and even those who are exempt [rom it, are ne-
vertheless

-
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“ vertheless not to fail to make it their duty to
< please you.”

Valerian, far from being dazzled with the splen-
dour of so high a post, counferred upon him in so
flattering a manner, felt only its weight, and beg-
ged to be excused from accepting it. ¢ Great and
¢ venerable emperor, saidhe, do not force me to
“ undertake that which suits only with your au-
“ gust dignity. The censorship is an imperial
¢ function, which a private person cannot exccute.
“ As to myself'in particular, I am thoroughly sen-
¢ sible how much I am uncqual to so high an ot-
« fice. 1 cven know not but that the situation of
< affairs may render it impracticable for me: and
¢ in the state in which I sce mankind at present,
< ] scarcely believe them capable of reformation.”

Herc our author stops, without informing us *
whether Valcrian’s excuses were received, or whe-
ther Decius constrained him totakethe censorship.
It it evident,however, from the transactions which
followed, that even if Valerian was censor, he can-
not have exercised that authority long; for Decina

erished soon after; and a strict censorship would
{mvc been very ill-timed under Galla . who aban-
doned himsclt to efleminacy and indolence.

Such was Valerian, when he was raised to the em.

ire. ‘The senate and the people of the provinces

Joylully approved of the choice of the soldiery ;
and it" every individual had been indulged with
the liberty of naming an ¢mperor, Valeran would
have been sure of all their sulliages.  This merit,
so universally esteemed, was, however, not found
cqual to the imperial dienity. Valerian, thoush
Dy he

* Valeran is styled firmerly cenror in the be_inning of a
fengment that remains of” his lite by Urcbelius: but st 13 an-
certain whether the first words of the ttagment ave that suthorn
own ; and, besides, Trebellius is not <o exact a writer that we
ougght to talie his expressions over literallv, Valoran's hevn
been elected to the censorship might seag to him a s Taenl
foundation for calling hiv censor,

L)
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he had distinguished himself’ in inferior employ-
ments, was not able to support the sovercign
anthority.: so that we may justly apply to him
what Tacitus says of Galba *. that while he was
a private person, he appeared superior to a pri-
vate station 3 and i he had never been emperor,
lic would have been unanimously juidged worthy
of the empire,
O fid It probity were sufficient for the government of
probits. 4 vast monarchy, \ alerjan would doubtless have
tlents. been a great prince. He bad an uncommon sim-
Vs T plicity of manners, was upright, and of au open
disposition. e loved justice, was carcful not to
appress the people, and not only listened readily
to good counsels, but honoured those who gave
them,  He even possessed a qualification of great
importance in a sovercign prince; he loved to pre-
fer merit 1 and it is remarked, that a great many
military ofticers whom he employed i high com-
mandls, either became emperors, or, having usurp-
cd the sovereign power, acted in such a manner,
that the only thing they could be blamed for, was
the illcaal means by which they had assumed that
disrnity,

‘The qualities we have mentioned are truly wor-
thy of'great praise : but the act of governing re-
quires also talents which Valerian had not 5 asu.-
periority of views, firmness of conrage, activity of
exccution, a knowledge of the depths of the lhin-
man heart, and a wise distrust of the suares of
the cratty.  Valerian had a very confined under-
standing, was weak, slow, and credaldus; and in
consequence of these defeets, his reign was one’
coutinued series of misfortunes, and ended at last
In anost ignominions catastrophe.

Mehueho- It i5 true, the empire was in a most deplorable
L “'m;::‘_:iluution vhen Valerian took the reins of govern.
whon Ve ent, The intestine divisions of the Romans; the

e ;
e '.fu.“ continnal

* Mayjor privato viw, dum privatas fuit, & omn’um e e
AN Gy I, nisi imperassct. Le, 1lisi, 1. 40,
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continual dethroning of emperors, who fell almost
as soon as they were made ; the frontiers left ex-
poscd by the necessity which the armies were un-
der, of causing the princes, whom they had cho-
sen, to be acknowledged 1n Rome; the care which
those princes themscelves were obliged to take, in
order to establish their infant aunthority, and, if
possible, prevent revolts : so many united causes
weakened the state exceedingly, and exposed it to
the prey of the barbarians. The Germans became
extremely formidable on the Rhine; the Goths,
the Burgundians,-the Carpians, were dreaded on
the Danube ; other Scythian nations over-run and
ravaged Asia; and the Persians attacked the pro-
vinces of the East.  The immense extent ot the
empire scemed only to furnish an opportunity for
fresh wars and new enemies. A few years after-
wards, Claudius II. Aurclian, Probus, triumphed
over equal, and even greater obstacles and dan.-
gers: but the superiority of their genius turnished
them with resources, which the weak Valerian
knew not either how to find or how to usc.

At the same time that Valerian was acknow- it mu
ledged by the senate, his son Gallienn  who was i orGal-
then at Home, was declared Ciesar. Valerian now st .
made him Augustus,and thereby raised to an cqua- f:,‘ff’"{;; ¥
lity with himself a youth of about cighteen or = "'"
twenty years of age, who, with a good understand-
ing, had the worst and bascst heart that ever was
kuown in history. As Valerian’s tamily was very
numerous, it may not be improper to give some
account of it here,in order to throw a light upon
what we shall hercafter have occasion to say.

Valerian, whom inscriptions call . Licinius T famie
Valerianus, was twice marricd. By his first mar. """
viage he had P. Licinius Gallienus, this last name
being borrowed from Iis grandfather by the mo.
ther’s side, who was an illustrious man in the
republi . Valerian’s sccond wite was Mariniana,

D 4 wha
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who i3 only known Ly the medals which declare

Ler apotheosis. By her he had two sons, both of

whom were Adwuzwstiy Valerian the younger, and

Lgnatius *. “Ihe e princes had children, who are

not known in history.  Gallienus married Salo-

“nina, and had by her at lcast two sons, both of

whom bore, together with other names, that of

Saloninus, and were honoured with the title of

Casar. We call the one Valerian, and the other

Saloninns,

He eends — “T'he emperor Valerian, secing himself upon-a

into Gaul, throne attached on cvery side, touk measures {or

gt teopposing all bis encmies. He sent his son Gal-

o hin lienus into Gaul to oppose the Germans, whilst

}::j”’-l“'i‘"':l‘:i" he himsel undertook to repel the Seythans, who
sitnt. desolated Wy vicnm and Asia,

Z2.y Gallienus was L ut young for the commission bis

P father entrusted him with. Howover, though he

was not deficient in military courage, as he was in

sentiments of honour and virtue, Valerian gave

him only the neme and honours of general, and

Joined to him, as his counsellor and conductor,

Posthumus, who was well <hilled in the art of war,

vop dudd g who atterwards acsumed  the title of Augusa

tns, md reigned with glory in Gaul, He had

thounhts ot p'ving this conuuission to Aurclian,

who was afterwards emperor: but he feared the

conscquences of histoogreatseverity. “ My son,”

caid he, ina letter to a fiiend, who was stprized

at the prcterence given to Posthumus, «gs yet

« very young, and but a child. “Lhere is a great

¢ deal of levity in this mamner of thinline and act-

“ing. Fwasapprehensive, I conless,lest Aurelian,

cCwhone

¢ 1 follow M, de Tilloment in what T ra - of Volerinn's famii-
Iy, though Tam wot ignorant that his account Ioits difficulti «
Ihe offiir is so mueh perplesed, ad of o Itle impmitance,
that 1 have thons Lit it wost aduy  Dle to alde by the opinien
of 10 Tearued and exactawriter, without, however, cog g Lox
U1 eortainty.
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« whose severity is well known, should carry his
 rigour too far in regard to him.” ,Gallienus, Gallienus
dirccted by Posthumus, was successful against joliees
the Germans.  These Germans, as they are here that com-
called, were probably Franks *, who, about thisjt
time, when they were first known to exist, ares g4
often poken of under a name then more common.
Some carned men refer to the time we are now
speaking, the advantage which Aurelian gained
over them when he was only a tribune.  But that
event, in our opinion, belongs more properly to
the reign of Gordian 111. under which we have
accordingly placed it. Itis probable that Aurclian,
whom Valerian himsclf, in one of his letters, calls
the Restorer of Gaul, had arrived to a higher rank
und.r this prince ; that he commanded a detach-
ment of tise army under Gallienus and Posthumus,
and that he signalized his command by some vic-
tory of greater note than his first exploits. Some
medals mform us of a victory over the Germans,
which procured Gallienus the title of Germanicus
Marinus.

Gullicouy, to secure the tranguillity ol Gaul, 7.
Joined @ negotiation to his arms ; and, after hune.
bling the pride of the Germans, in several engage-
nments, he made an alliance with one of their
privces, who not only agreed never more to pass
the Rhine himself, but also engaged to hinder his
countrymen from passing it.

This is all the acconnt we are able to give of
what Gallienus did in Gaul during the reign of bis
father; or dather, of what Aurchan and Posthu.
mus did vinder his name. Zonaras says, that Gal-
licnns distingaishe I himselt” likewise by a very
signal exploit 1o Ttaly.  With ten  thousand
men, according to that writer, he detcated three
hundred thowsand Germans, uear Mian,  The

thing

* Zouarns vy s positively, that Gallicnus made war unon the
Franks.
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thing is hardly credible ; and even the little like-
lihood of truth that may scem to be in it, ought
to be referred to a later period.
Valrionis  Lhe war was carried on with equal vigour in
:::C;;:‘;‘z‘ IHyricum.  T'he nations bordering upon the Da-
aerab, . Dube had over-ran all that vast country, and ra.
st the yyoed it with great cruclty.  Valerian, who had
whorn-  proceeded to Lyzantium,iv order to be ncarer the
pael - enemy, employed against them several generals,
iup. duret. the most illustrions of whom were Claudius and
:;::Q{L :Aurcli;m, botl afterwards emperors.  Aurclian
Top. Prob, iN particular, gained a great victory over the
Goths; as a reward for which he was honoured
with the consulship.

Probus, who likewise rosc aflterwards to the im-
perial dignity, was then too young to be able to
comimand in chief: but he already distinguished
himself by all the excellent qualities of a noble
soul, and by his military valour. Valerian had
madc him tribune before the usual age, and he had
no reason to repent of that action.  In a battle
against the Sarmatians and the Quadi, Probus
performed prodigics of valour, and merited a civic
crown, by delivering out of the hands of the bar-
barians, Valerius Tlaccus, a young man of high
birth, and related to the emperor.

Asodn.  Hlyricum being thus sceured againzt the incur-
anrisre- - sions of the Goths, by the exploits of these great
ywed ot men 5 the emperor next attended to the security
simes, by Of Asia Minor, which was become a prey to swarms
the intut of" other barbarians, nations of Scythia, amony
syt 1o whom are mentioned in particular the Borvans.
mations. Their ravages first began on the side of Phasis
and Colchis, whether they arrived by sea. They
had no vessels of' their own, but they boriowed
T them from the inhabitants of Bosphorus.  Zosimus
observes, that whilst the small state of Bosphoias
had its own hereditary kings, those princes, who
were allies and {riends of the Romans, and tm(l.m}:
wit
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with them, and reccived presents from them,
hindered the Scythians from invading the territo-
ries of the empire : but that the sceptre having
fallen into unworthy hands, by the extinction of
the royal tamily ; the new sovereigns, being but
ill established, and wanting courage, were airaid
of the mcenaces of the Scythians, and not content
with allowing them a passage, furnished them also
with ships. “I'he Borans, (tor it is of that Scythian
nation we are now speaking,) no sooncer landed in
Colchis, than they sent back their ships, and im-
mediately overruning all the low country, pillaged
and ravaged it in a barbarous manner.  They af-
terwards dared even toattack Pityanta*,a fortified
city, which defended the fronticrs of the empire on
that side.  Successianus, commander of the place,
and a brae oflicer, being scconded by good troops
which he had under him, received the cncmy so
warmly that he quickly took from them all hopes
of succeeding in their enterprize. He deteated
and pursued them, and the Borans having lost
great numbers of their men, thought themselves
very happy in escaping to their own countryv on
board some vessels which they foun i on the
couast, and took possession of by force.

‘I'he inhabitants of Pityanta, and all the neigh-
houring country, thought themselves wholly de-
Iivered @ but the barbarians they had to deal with,
being alwaysrestless and always rapacious; having
nothing to attach them to their own country ; ac-
castomed to wander without a fixed habitation,
carrying with them all that they possessed ; and
~timnlated by the hopes of booty 5 were not to be
discouraged by disasters.  When beaten, they
wain refuwrned to the charge ; and by following

this

* Zodimus plamly places the city of Pityanta to the sonth of
the Phasis, as will appeawr from what is saild below.  Strabo
spcahs of o Pitvanta the great, to the south of that river,
ather Zosimus is wrongy, which is not very unlikely, or w
wst dictinguich two citics of Pitvanta, as Cellarius has done
an i mop,

43
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this practice with unwearied perseverance, they
at last cifccted the ruin of the Roman empire.
The Borans were hardly got back to their own
country, when they prepared for a new invasion.
They again obtained vessels from the people of
Bosphorous, and upon their arrival at Phasis
tiicy kept them, in order to secure their retreat in
case of need. They began with attacking a tems
ple of Diana, which was in those parts, and the
royal city of .Lecla, the father of Medca, so famous
in fable. Though repulsed with loss, they were
not discouraged, but proceeded on, and presented
themselves before Pityanta. Unfortunately, Suc-
cessianus was no longer in that city.  Valerian,
who was drawn to Antioch by the nccessity of
opposing the Persians, had sent for that oflicer
thither, appointed him practorian praefect, and
proposed to make use of his advice in conducting
ihe war in the east. Pityanta was badly defended :
the Borans took it by storm, plundcred it, and
making themsclves masters of the vessels which
they found in the harbour, they added them to
their flect, put to sca, and proceeding forwards,
arrived betore Trebizond, a very strong city, sur-
rounded with a double wall, -and defended by a
garrison of upwards of ten thousand men.
Barbarians, who had not the least knowledge of
the difticultartof besieging towns, could neverhave
talen this city by force.  They would not have
tlattered themselves with such a thought, says the
hi- torian, cven in their dreams.  The uegligence
of the garrison procured them a sdecess, which
otherwi ¢, was as far above their hopes as it sur-
possed theivabilitics. The Roman oflicers and sol-
diers,trusting totheirsupeniority, anddespising the
ignorance of the enemy, did not keep themselves
on their guard, took no precaution, and thought
only of making merry and diverting themselven.
I'he Borans being informed of their security, seal-
ed the wolls during the night, and at once made
themselve
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themselves masters of Trebizond. The garrison,
as cowardly as it was badly disciplined, went out
at the gate next the land, and left the inhabitants
to the discretion of the conquerors, who found an
immense booty : the city was rich of itself, and the
people from all the country round had carried
thither, as to a secure fortress, all their most va-
luable effects.  The Borans reaped the advantage
of this; and after having plundered and sacked the
city, they cven made incursions into the inland
country, as appears by the canonical epistle of St
Gregory ‘Thaumaturgus, then bishop of Neocuw-
sarea. After thus seizing the riches of Pontus,
with which they loaded their ships, they returned
in triumph to their own country.

This success was a strong temptation to the
other Scydhian nations bordering upon the Borans.
Resolving to imitate the lucrative example of
their neighbours, they raised a land army, and
formed a fleet. In the building of their vessels,
the art of which they were entircly ignorant of,
they employed Romans who were among them,
either as prisoners, or led thither by trade *.

As to the direction of their route, the eastern side
of Pontus having been ransacked by the Borans,
and consequently not promising any cousiderable
hooty to those who should come after them; the
Scythians of whom we are now speaking turned
towards the west.  They set outin the beginning
of the winter from the neighbourhood of the Ta-
nais.  The land army and the fleet, proceeding
in coneert, wept along the western coast ot the
Euxine sea. It is probable that the land torces
passed the Danube on the ice, and that it was fo
1his reason that winter had been chosn for the
time of their departure.

| Arriving

* The teat of Zosimus, such as we lave it, signifies om
count ol indigence s but by a very swall alteration, it will gy~
the wense that 1 have followed as much the best,  Incterd ol
ver o ro(:’gv, I thivk we should rcad vaz’ “wroixy

Tilirer,
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Ariving near Dyzantium, they passed by that
city, which perhaps appeared to them too strong or
too well guarded : but they crossed the streights,
partly in their own vessels, and partly in barks
which they had picked up along the coast, parti-
culaily in a great marsh not far trom Byzantium ;
and upon their landing in Asia, they surprised
Chalcedon. T'his city had a garrison more nume-
rous than the troops that attacked it. But the bar.
barians had spread such a terror, that the Roman
soldicrs fled shamefully even before they had seen
the enemy. The Scythians entered Chalcedon
without the least resistance : and the facility pf the
conquest, joined to the booty which they took, ani-
ma: «dtheircourageand increased theirgreediness.

They accordingly advanced towards Nicomedia,
whither they were invited by a traitor, whom Zo-
simus calls Chrysogonus.  “Lhis city was as easily
taken as Chalcedon ;5 and the plunder of it would
have been much more considerable, if’ the great.
est part of the inhabitants had not fled, before the
arrival of the barbarians, and carried oft’ with them
all their most valuable effects. The Scythians,
however, fornd in it what might have sufliciently
satisfied theiv avarice : but continuing their rava-
ges, they plundered also the cities of’ Nice, Cius,
and Prusa.  They wanted still to advance as far
as Cyzicus: but the river Rbyndacus, suddenl
overtlowing, through heavy rains which had fillen,
stopped their course: they went back the way they
came, burnt Nicomedia and Nice, which they had
hefore contented themselves with plasdering, and
having reached the sea, they reimbarked, and
carried all their booty into their own country,

Fhe rovazing of such a provinee as By thinia,
crand of so many considerable cities, without any
“Roman troops making the least oppuosition to the
harbarian<, cither during their meinsions or in

their retreat, 1s far from doing honour to the go-
vernmeut
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ccrnment of Valerian, and proves too clearly the
negligence and sluggish slowness ot which histori-
ans accuse him. Antioch wus all this while his
place ot vesidence. He, iudeed, sent Foelix to
guard Byzantium; and at length took the ficld
himself, and advanced as far as Cappadocia, from
whence, being probably informed theye of the re-
treat of the Scythians, he returned back, withont
having done any one thing, except a great deal of
damage to the peopic over whose linds he passcd.

To the incursions of the barbarians, who ra-Theplague
vaged the finest provinces of the empire, was "
added another dreadful scourge, the plague, which - ond
had alrcady, for several years, desolated the ci-pive
tics, the country, and the armics; and to com-
plete the disasters of the Romans, Valerian went
i scarch of a fatal and shameful end in the war
against the Persians.

Since the victories gained by Gordian 1L overThe per-
the Persians, and the peace concluded with them 3™ § Zom.
by DPhilip, there had not been any open war be-""
tween the two empires.  Not that the peace was
very religiously observed by Sapor.  Mention is
made of some acts of hostility committed by that
wrince against the Romans in the time ot Gallus,
Zonaras speaks ot one Tiridates, king ot Arme-
nia, then dethroned by the Persians, and by his
own sons who had joined the enemy.  But it was
under the reign of Valerian, and by the assistance
of the traitor Cyriades, that Sapor threw aside the
mask, and rencwed the war with more violence
than ever. .

C'yriades, son of a father of the same name, who Ciruden s
seems to have been a great lord in Nyria, lm\'ing:,f:‘::;ﬁ,.;:','f
incurred his parent’s displeasure by his had con-
duct and mad extravagances, afterwards robhed
bim, carried off'a great quantity of gold and silver,
and fled into the Persian territories, e went to
the court of Sapor, and exhorted him to attn?‘k

the
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the Romans ; representing to him, without doubt,
how favourable the oppo. tunity was to make good
his ancient pretensions against an empire, actually
governed by a weak prince, and invaded on all
sides by the barbarians. He had also his own
views and interests in this schewme, as will appear
by what follows. Sapor’s ambition inclined him
to listen cagerly to such a proposal.  He took the
icld : perhaps also encouraged by the intelligence
which Cyriades kept up in the countries subject
to the Romans. e entered Mesopotaumiia, where
he took Nisibis and Carrhee ; and penctrated into
Syria, where he surprised Antioch.
datich — “T'he inhabitants of that great city were far from
e Pei- thinking of any such misfortune.  Abandoning
e themsclves to their taste for pleasures and shews,
.o, zon 1By were actually at the theatre, amusing them.
m. Mar- sclves with secing a paniomime and his wife, who
Rk were acting a farce to divert them; when, on a
sudden, the woman turning about, cried out,
¢ Lither I dream, or I sce the Persians.”  She
saw them in fact: for they had by that time taken
possession of the city, the inhabitants of which had
never onee conceeived the least idea of providing
tor their defence. “They sacked ity and plunder-
ed the adjacent country,

After this conquest, the Persians might casily
have advanced into Asia Minor, and have subdued
it: but their arimy was loaded with an immense
booty, of which they thought it most adviscable
to secure the posscssion, by carrying it into their
own country, ¢

A Cyriades, having compleated his erimes by pari-
cide, a traitor to his conntry, and the murderer of
his father, resolved at last to reap the frait of his
wicheduness, Remaining in Syna, he decorated
himselt'with the title of Ciesar, and afterwards with
that of Augustus. But thissplendow,purchased by
«o many exeerable deeds, washutof short duration.

After
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After cnjoying it a little more than a year, he was Cyriades
killed by his followers. 1f one may be allowed o™=
supposc, that his name ought to be substituted in

the text of Ammianus Marcellinus instcad of that

of Mareades, which is not unlike, and which may
perhaps be a corruption of it ; in that case, it was

the Persians themselves who did justice on that
wretch, after they had served themselves by his
villany, Marcellinus assurcs us that Marcades, a
citizen of Antioch, who had admitted them into

that city, was burnt alive by them.

Cyriades was dead when Valerian, led into the Valerina
eastby the war against the Persians, arrived at An-§o ol
tioch. His first carc was to repair that city, which repairstiat
the cnemy had in a great measure ruined ; and it™%"
is probably in consequence of that benefit. that the
title of Rustorer of the East, which so little suited
with his misfortunes, is given him on some medals.

Valerian passed a considerable time in the east ;
but we cannot say what he did there before his
last disaster. All that we know of it, is reduced
to the repairing of Antioch, of which we have
just spoken, and to the slow motion which he
made to go and drive the Scythians fion Dithy-
nia, which they had quitted before he arrived in
Cappadocia.

At length, obliged to go to the assistance of . ;4 q..
Edessa, which Sapor besieged, and encouraged by feated by
the vigorous resistance made by the garrison of::}"}’f'p“r'{_"
the place, Valerian passed the Euphrates and en-soner utan
tered Mesopotamia. He ventured an engagement, i
the issuc 02' which was fatal to him.  The blame thew. Zo.
of this is thrown upon the treachery of a general, /- Fn
in whom the cmperor had an entire confidence,s. Lutrop.
which the other abused, by persuading him to en-' " ""*
gage in a place where neither the valour nor good
discipline of the Roman troops could be of any
service to them. This general is, doubtless, Ma-
crinn, of whom we shall have occasion to speak
tully, Valerian whose natural timidity was increas-

Vor, 1X. I ed
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cd by his defeat, sued for peace to Sapor, who was
himsclf on the point of purchasing it with large
sums of money.  Sapor, who meditated a piece of
treachery, sent back the Roman ambassadors, tell-
ing them, that he desired to treat with their em-
peror in person. Valerian was so imprudent as to
expose himself to an interview without being suf-
ficiently guarded : and the Persians, taking ad-
vantage ol his weak credulity, suddenly surround-
cd him and made him prisoner. Such is the most
probable and best supported account that we find
of this mclancholy and shameful transaction, of
which, after M, Tillemont, we fix the date to the
year 260.

Fvery one knows the base and shocking treat-
ment which this unhappy prince met with during
Liis long captivity. Ilc wasloaded with greater in-
dignitics than were offered cven to the meancst
slaves, ’

Lis haughty conqueror carried him about every
where in his retinue, loaded with chains, and at

e uat- thesametime clad io the imperial purple, the splen-

ot ol
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dour of which embittered the thought of his mise-
ry : and when Sapor wanted to mount his horse,
i.the unfortunate Valerian was obliged to bend to

Vit £pit the ground, that his insolent master might use bis
baata toue

. b,

PG
)

vt neek as a footstool. To this so crnel indignity the

barbarous king often added insulting speeches, ob-
serving with a contemptuous smile, that this was
triumphingin reality, and notin rescmblance only,
as the Romuns did. But the most cutting of all
Valetian’s mi. {ortunes was the base and criminal
indiflrence of anungrateful son, who,seated upon
the throne of the Cwesars, left his tather in this de.
plotable titnation, without making the least cftort
to re ene hinm from ite. The only mark of regard
that Gallicnus shewed himy was his placing him
among the gods, upon a false report ol his death.
In this too, 1t is obuerved, that it was against his
tinclination, and morely to satisfy the desires of the
people
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people and senate, that he paid him even that re-
spect prescribed by custom, and as frivolous in
itself as it was ridiculous and misplaced for one in
his coudition.

p . . . . .

The ignominy of the captive prince did not end
with his life. e languished in that shocking Tien. are.
slavery at least three years ; some say nine ; and®
after be was dead, Sapor ordered his body to be
flead, his skin to be painted red, and to be stuffed
80 as to preserve the human form, and in that
condition to be hung up in a temple, as an eter-
nal monument of the disgrace of the Romans:
and when he received ambassadors from Rome he
shewed them that extremely mortifying sight, to
tcach them, said he, to humble their pride.

All Christian authors have looked upon Vale- Valcrim,

rian’s catastrophe, as an effect of the divine ven. thinich na-
geance for the blood of the just and the saints,good digpo-
which that emperor shed, though otherwise na-3to: tere
turally inclined to good. I say that he was natu- Christin.
rally of a good disposition ; and of this we have a
prooffrom his different letters, which the writers of’
the Byzaotine history, have transmitted to us in
the lives of Macrian, Balistus, Claudin. L. Aure.
lian, and I'robus.  We see, through all of them,
a prince, who honestly and candidly does justice
to merit.  He even shews in thein sometimes he-
roic sentiments, worthy of the ancient times of
Rome. I shall instance only one circumstance,
relative to Aurelian.

Ie resolved to reward the services of that mene- Vop- Aore!
ral, which were very great, with the honours of
the consulship. But that high post then requived
cnormoits expences, especially for the games
which it was necessary to give to the people, and
Aurclian was poor. This circumstance was, in
Valcrian's opinion, far fiom being an obstacle to
the promotion of a subject who werited esteem
for his personal qualitics. On the contrary, itra-
ther appeared to bim a recommendation and an

2 additiom]
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impression that changed his opinion in regard to
them.

Maerian, a man of mean extraction, but im- Some ac.
mense ambition ; addicted to magic, and conse- persec.
quently a great enemy to the Christians ; endowed fion, which
with talents, both for war and the administration e cighth.
of civil affairs; had gained the empcror’s contfi-
dence. The miseries of the state, desolated at the
same time by a plague, and by the ravages of the
barbarians, seemed to him a favourable opportu-
nity to rivet his ascendency over the emperor’s
weak mind, then sunk with grief, and inclined to
superstition. He taught him, and made him prac- Zw.
tise magical sacrifices, as a sure means of averting
the miserics which afflicted the state: and soon
after he persuaded him, that the Christians were
the causc of the public calamitics, not only by
their not adoring the gods that were revered by
all nations, but also by their daring even to blas-
pheme them.

This occasioned the cighth persecution, whicl,
was ordcred by an edict of Valerian. It was gene-
ral, and very crucl, especially against the bishops
andpriests, without however sparing pri ate Clnis-
tians. During the three years and an half that it
continued, that is to say, from the year 257, to the
captivity of Valerian in 260; it crowned a great
number of martyrs. Among these were, at Rome,
S. Sixtus the Pope, and St Laurcnce his deacon:
St Cyprian at Carthage ; and several other holy
bishops in all parts of the empirc. St Dionysins of
Alexandria was only banished ; and after Vale an
was taken by the DPersians, he rcturned to his
church. We see by the history of tiis perseeu-
tion, that the burying-grounds were the places
where the Christians generally assembled,  They
were driven from thence by an order of the cm-
peror, and deprived of the possession of them. oy

Whilst Christianity was persecuted by the Ro-ning
mans, it extended itself among the barbarous na. fh v

tions -

T
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among the tions who made war upon them. The Goths and

Goths, and

other bav.
barians,

Sazxom. I1.

8.

other Scythian nations, in the ravagestwbich they
practised in Illyricum, Thrace, and difierent pro-
vinces of Asia, as we have related, carried off a
great number of prisoners, among whom were
several holy priests. These illustrious captives,
by the splendour of their virtues, by their paticnee
under the calamities which they suffered, and by
the miracles which God wrought at their inter-
cession, quickly drew the respect of their masters
to the worship they professed. I'rom u respect
for the Christian religion the barbarians proceed-
ed to a desire of embracing it.  Great numbers
of them were baptised, but not all.  The super-
stitions of idolatry prevailedamong them for along
time, and gave several martyrs to the church.

Sozomen, from whom we have this account,
says, that the German nations on the Rhine, be-
gan also then to be converted to the Christian
taith. DBut we do not find in the history of I'rance
any traces of Christianity among the Frauks, be-
fore the conversion of Clovis.

PRINCIPAL EVENTS

OF THE RLIGN

OF

GALLIENUS., *

A RN, vrevvauts I

A

den,

Doxnarus.

GALLIENUS, after his father’s misfortune, im.
mediately assimes the administration of the so-
vereign powecr.

¢
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GALLIENUS Aucustus IV,
weseees.e.s VOLUSIANUS,

The Scythians penetrate into Grecce. The
Athenians, in order to defend themselves against
them, rebuild their walls; and the inhabitants of
Peloponnesus inclose their isthmusby a wall from
one sea to the other. Thessalonica besieged by
the Scythians. )

Regillianus revolts in Moesia, and is killed soon
after.

Macrian begins his march with his eldest son,
in order to cause himself to be acknowledged in
the West, leaving his sccond son Quictus with
Balistus in the Fast.

Valens and Piso assume the purple in Greece,
and are killed.

Odcnatus continues the war against Sapor, with
SUCCcess.

GALLIENUS AUGUSTUS V,
veseossees  JJFAUSTIANUS.

Earthquakes at Rome, in Africa, and in Asia.

Macrian passes into Lurope.

The Scythians, after ravaging Greece, retire to
their own country : perhaps, upon their being de-
feated by Macrian, or some other Roman genc-
ral.

Macrian, being conquercd by Aureolus in Illy-
ricum, is abandoned by his army, and killed with
his son.

Quictuy, his other son, is besicged in Emisa by
Odenatus, who had returned from his Persian expe-
dition. Balistus betrays Quictus, and persuades
the garrison of Emesa to kill him, and to throw
his body aver the walls of the city,  Odenatus re-

tires,
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tircs. Balistus causes himself to be proclaimed
emperor.

Gallienus makes war in Gaul against Posthu-
mus, with variety of success.

Emihan revolts in Egypt.

Incursions of the Scythians and Goths in Asia.
;)I’he temple of Diana of Ephcesus plundered and

urnt. '

e« s+ o ALBINUS, : At1018
e o« .. DexTER, A.C. 268,

Gallienus continues the war against Posthumus.
Assisted by Aurceolus, he gains a victory over him:
but the same Aureolus hinders the war from be-
ing finished, by neglecting to pursue Posthumus,
and by giving him an opportunity of escaping.

Gallienus returns to Rome, tritmphs over the
Persians conquered by Odenatus, and celebrates
the tenth year of his reign by games, dating the
beginning of it from the time he reccived the title
of Anpustus {rom his tather.

He passes into Thrace, and cruelly revenges
hime ¢’ on Byzantium, which had, perhaps ta-
vourcd Macrian,

Saturninus an usurper.

Emilian is made prisoner by Theodotus and
sent to Rome, where Gallienus causes him to be
strangled in prison.

To the war between I'mihan and Theodotus we
may refer the siege of Bruchium, a considerable
quarter of Alexandria.  That city, harrassed by
seditions, by war, by the plague, and by famine,
is considerably depopulated.

GavrizyNus Avcustrs VIL AR
e « « .« . SarvrNINUS. A.C 264

(Sallienns rewards the great actions and fidelity
of
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of Odenatus, by declaring him Augustus. Ode-
natus communicates that title to Zenobia his
wife, and to his children.

Balistus is slain.

Gallicnus returns to Gaul to make war again
upon Posthumus. He is wounded at a siege.

K. 1016. VaLerianus 11
A.Co 265,

LuciLLus.

Valerian was brother to Gallienus, and Lucil-
lus his relation.  The Franks invade the coasts of
Spain and Africa. They sack and plunder the
city of Tarragona.

AT 1017, GaLrienus Aucustus VI

A.C. 266.

o>
1]

v e « « « SABINILLUS.

Odcnatus undertakes a new expedition against
Sapor. He besieges the city of Ctesiphon, and,
according to the testimony of Synccllus, cven
takes it.

Incursions of the Ileruli into Thrace, Asia,
and Greece.  Dexippus saves his native country,
Athens.

Other barbarians ravage Galatia and Cappa-
docia.

R 1018, PaTERNUS.
£67. ARCESILAUS.

Odenatus,returning from Persia,marchesapainst
the barbarians, who over-run Cappadocia.  "They
do not wait his arrival ; but retire to their own
country by sca.

Odenatus, in his return from Fimesa, is assassi-
nated with his cldest son Hevodes, Zienobia scems
not to have been innocent of that murder. Mconi-
us, the murderer, assumes the title of Augustus,

and,
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and perishes soon after.  Zenobia governs the
cast, both in her own name and in that of her sons,

Gallienus, having gained a slight advantage
over the Heruhi in Illyricum, makes a peace with
them, and with Naulobates their chief.

While he is preparing to march against the
Goths, he 18 informed of the revolt of Aurcolus,
who had caused himself’ to be proclaimed empe-
ror in Italy. e marches thither with dispatch,
leaving the conduct of the war against the Goths
to Claudius and Marcian.

In Gaul. Posthumus is killed with his son.

Lelian sncceeds him,and is killed by Victorinus,
who assumes the purple,and soou afier draws upon
himsell a fatal end by his debaucheries,  I1is son,
whom he bad named Ciesar, is slain after him.

1iis mother Vietoria causes a soldier of for-
tune named Marius, who bad formerly been an
armourer, to be eleeted emperor,  Martus is kill-
cd the third day after his clection.

Victoria again makes another empevor, provail-
inr with the soldiers to confer that title upon
Tetiicus, who takes the purple at Bourdeaux.
She does not long survive this noming tion,

Clawhius and varcian defeat the Goths; but
Marcian, contrary to the opinious of Claudius,
cullors them to cscape and make their retreat.
These two generals rejoin Gallienus before Mi-
lan, where he kept Aurcolus besieged.

Parrnxnus I
Maninianus.

Claudius and Marcian form a conspiracy a-
gainst: Gallicnns,  Ile is killed by Ceeropins
about the middle of the month of March, and
Claudius wucceeds him,

Valerian, the brother of Gallienus, is killed
with him, and Saloninus his son perishes at Rome,

Gallienus

A.R.1019
269
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Gallienus, was ranked.among the gods by Clau-
dius, but his death was not revenged.

Usurpers under GALLIENUS.

ObENATUS, who was always faithful to Galli-
enus, and who received the title of Augustus
from him, ought not to be numbered among the’
usurpers. His eldest son, Herodes, bore also le-
gally the same title.

In Illyricum.

A, C. 260.
261. D. Lxrvs INnceNUus,
Q. Nownius ReciLLianus,
In the East.
50. . .
20, M. Furvius Macrianus, with his two sons,
i Q. Fulvius Macrianus and Cn. Fulvius Quietus.
262 Ser. ANicas Bavrista.
In Greece.
<ol.
a1 L. Vaverius VALENS.
" L. CarpurNius Piso Frucl.
In Gaul.
£60- M. Cassius Lartiexus Postniumvs with Ju-
nius Cassius Posthumus, his son.
2T Urrius CorNgerius LELIANUS,
M. Aurerius Pravvonius Vicrormwus, who
as he was dying, named as Casar his son L.
201, Aurelius Victorinus.
90T, M. AureLius Mar1us.

P. Pesuvius TETRICUS.

In
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In Egypt.

Ti., CesTiUs ALEXANDER AEMILIANUS.
In Africa.

T. CorNeLIaNUs CELsUS.

In Isauria.
C. AxN1us TREBELLIANUS,
It is not known in what country P. Sempro-
wius Saturninus reigned.
After the death of Odenatus, Meonius took

the title of Augustus, which he enjoyed but a
short time. Zenobia reigned in the east with her

sons.
In Italy.

Man, AciLlus AUREOLUS.

GALLIENUS,
SECT. VL

Contrast betuween the splendour of Valerian's family,
and the mclancholy fate of that prince. Gallics -
us’s indifference about his futher’s captivity.  His
bad heart and weak judsment.  11is debawcherics,
pomp, and luxwvy.  The empire desoluted during
his reign, by forcien and by civil wars, by the
plague, and by famine.  His amazing insensibility.

Sapor's conquests afier the defeat and captivity of

Valerian.  Bulista, a Roman gencrad, drives Sa-
por back to the Euphrates.  Gdenatus, « Daliny-
rean, or a Sarvacen prince,drives Supor beyoud that

rier.

g1

262.

Without
date.

Without a
date,

3.

267,

267,
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Postiumnus perishes in Gaul, the same year that
Odenatus was killed in the East. e had usurped
the imperial power in Gaul in the first year of Gal-
lienus. Lhew:isdom of his government. His exploils
against the Germans.  The Franks invade Spain
I)y sea.  Gallicnus in vain attacks Posthumus.
Victorinusthe licutenant of Posthunus. Posthuines
#s killed by his soldwer s, weth his son. Some circuni«
stances concerning both of them. Lelian s ac-
knowledged emperor by the soldiers. Victorinus
kills I, and takes las place.  He s himself kill-
ed by a man, to whose wife he had done violence.
Victoria, the mother of }ictor inus, causes one Ma-
rins to be elected emperor, who is killed ut the end
of three days. Tetiicus is substituted in lus stead.
‘The death of Victoria. Gallicnus passes from -
lyricuns to Italy, to attack Adurcolus, who had us-
sumed the title of emperor. A victory gained over

the Goths by Marcian and Claudius.  They rejoin
Gallicnus, and deprive him of the empire, and of
kis life. Valerian and Saloninus, the brother and
son of Gallicnus, ave lilled near him. Duration of
the veign of Gallicnus. He is declared an uswrper,
Clardins clected emperor. At Rome, ! e mcmory
of Gallicnus is loaded with imprecations 5 and af-
terwards, by ovder of Claudius, he is ranked among
the gods. Gallienus had d)'au‘/z upoit kanself the
publzc hatred, by his crueltics.  He would not al-
low the scnators (o serve in the army. Lle stoppen
the persecution agamst the Christians,  Learning
did not flowrish under Gallicnus.  The rein o/'
Gallicnus Jull of cvents interwoven with cach other.
In what order they inay be ransed. The usvrpors
that appeared duriag this relon wore abnost all

men of merit. 1 iy number ‘
Clontrast

betwee
Y ALLIENUS, who had alrcady been Augus- fﬁ‘“q,u:»:,.

tus with his father for seven years, bccamc'l’or"ml‘(’n-
orian’s (i

of right sole head of the empire by the captivity Iy, ana
of Valerian, withoat there being any need cither m "u‘h:n-
l(' Y lnte

‘)I ol that

l”ll(l'
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the deliberation of the senate or proclamation of
the soldicrs. Valerian, his brother, had been
named Casar by their common father, in the year
255. Another Valerian, his cldest son, had also
been honoured with the same title for abont a
year. This family, therefore, was distinguished
n all its branches with the honours of supreme
majesty while its founder groaned under the

hardest and most ignominious slavery.
Gallienuswastakenup with quite other thoughts
than those of revenging his father. Tar trom
thinking of rescuing him from the hands of the
Persians, he looked upon Valerian’s mistortune as
a picce of good luck to himself.  The whole em-
pire was thrown into consternation by so melan-
choly an event. Lven the barbarians were affect-
cd with it.  'We have, in Capitolinus, the letters
of threc kings, allies of Sapor, written to that
prince, to persuade him to set his prisoner at li-
berty.  The Iberians, the Albauians, and several
other people of those countries, offered their as-
sistance to the Romans to deliver Valerian from
his captivity. Gallienus however, in the midst ot
all these testimonies of grief and sensibility, not
only remained indiflerent, but even rejoiced at
being freed from a censor, whose gravity and sc-
verity, had kept his pleasure under some restraint.
He took care indeed not to profess this dispo-
sition of mind : on the contrary, he aftected the
*)hilosophcr; and when he was first informed of Va-
erian’s captivity, pretending to imitate the exam-
ple of that wise man, who, upon the news of the
death of his son slain in battle, only said, « 1 knew
¢ that my son was mortal;” heonly pronounced this
scntence, < L knew that my father was liable to the
< accidents of fortune 2 and he found a flatterer
basc enough topraise on thisoccasion, the constan-
cy and fortitude ot the prince. At other timesGal-
Tienus would say with great coolness, that Valeriaw’s
misfortune
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misfortune was glorious to him, as he had fallen
into it only by an cxcess of candour, openness,
and honesty.  But none were ignorant of the hol-
lowness of these fine speeches. which, to the ex-
tinction of all feeling and sentiment, only added
the shame of hypocrisy.

This single circumstance, this criminal inseosi- 11 at
bility, unmasks his character, and is sufficient toysis,
discover a vicious heart, and a judgment intentment” -
upon trifles.  For it was the love of pleasure, a
taste for shews, forlicentiousness and debauchery,
which, filling the soul of Gallienus, left no room in
it for the sentiments of nature or thosc of honour.

This prince as 1 have already observed, did not
want tor understauding, nor liveliness of imagina-
tion. His mind was cultivated. He wrote well 7. e
cither in prose or verse, and some of his poctry has*
been preserved, which shews both the clegance of
his stile, and his little regard to modesty. Besides
this, he has never been reproached with timidity
or fear.  We shall see him march boldly against
those rivals whodisputed their sovereignty, andnot
be scrupulous in hazarding his person : but it was
necessity only that could drag him trom pleasures,
diversious, and indolence; and when he was no
longer spurred by his personal interest, he sunk
again into indecent luxury and shameful sloth,

1Ie observed no bounds inthem.  Like Caligula itis debau
and Nero, he disguised himself, to frequent in thehwics
night, taverns and places of debauchery ; and hisfocor.
ordinary company were the corruptors of” youth, Ir.>u
and players. 1is meals were extravagant, and s,
his table was surrounded with immuodest women, V. uerg
He kept a seraglio of a great number of coneus
hines, among whom the fiest rank was held by one
Pipa, or Pipara, the daughter ot Attalus, king of
the Marcomanni, to whom Gallienus yiclded a
provinee to purchase his danghter.

To his cfleminacy he joined the most extrava-
gant dezree of pomp.  His clothes degenerated

Vor. IX, F inte
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into a forcign luxury, both as to their form, and
the precious stones with which he set off the splen-
dour of the richest stuffs, He wanted to crect to
himself upon the Esquiline hill, a colossal statue,
with the attributes of the sun. This statuc was
to have been more than twice the height of the
ancient colossus raised by Nero, and consecrated
to the sun by Vespasian. DBut Gallienus had not.
time to complete that picce of childish vanity ; and
hissuccessors, Clandiusand Aurclian, had toomuch
sense and judgment, not to perccive the ridicu-
lousness of'it, or to desire ever to have it finished.

He valucd himself upon his refincments in lux-
ury. In the spring, he built apartments with the
leaves of roses. He erccted forts, the walls of
which were made of fruits ranged in an artful man-
ner.  He forced nature to preserve grapes for
three ycars, to have melons in the middle of win-
ter, and fresh figs and all kinds of fruitsin the sca-
sons that were not proper for producing them.
1ic bathed six or seven times a-day in summer,
and at least twice a-day in winter.  Wines of every
hind were provided for his table, and he never
drank of the same sort twice at any one meal.

It was chiefly after he became sole master of the
empire, that he gave an entire loose to his vices;
though they had appeared long before. - When he
first assumed thereins of government, his character
was already established ; and the rebels, who ima
mediately after rose up against him, loaded him
with the same reproaches which he merited during

‘the em- the whole remaining part of bis reigu..
P ene His pleasures were his principal ocenpation : and
L roin yet no prinee ever had more serious or more
by It Gilicnlt affairs to manage than Gallienus,  All
war, by kinds of evils poured at once upon the empire.
the plcwe, e barbarians of the North, and the Persians,
wine.  continned their incursions and hostilities in Gaul,
Myricum, Thrace, Greece, Asia, and the EFast.
Within the empire, cvery general of an army
aspired
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aspired to the throne and usurped the riglits of
sovercignty. In Sicily, the ancient calamity of the

revolt of the slaves was renewed.  The plague
continued to desolate the capital and the provin-

ces, and was sometimes so violeut as to carry off

five thousand persons in a day in Rome ouly.
Dearth, famine, and earthquakes, at Rome, in 7o ¢
Asia, and in Africa; seditions in the cities; and ot v
in a word, all maanner of calamitics, combined to s, zet.
threaten the empire with approaching ruin i whilst vil 22
Gallicnus minded nothing but his diversions. The

loss of the finest provinces never gave him the

lIcast concern.. Being told one day that Egvpt

had revolted : ¢ Well, said he, cannot we do with. s avue.
out the linen of Egypt?”  When Asia was ravag- e
ed by terrible carthquakes and the incursions of 71 Cuit
the Scythians, he was not at all more moved, but™

only ebserved, that they must then do without
aphro-nitre. This was a kind of nitre different ey u
from ours, which the ancicnts made use of in their alat, Mol
baths. Upon losing Gaul, he bur-t into a laugh,

and said, ¢ Is the republic ruined because we can

¢ have no more Arras cloth 2 Such a degree of
insensibility is not only next to incredible, hut,

I believe, unparalleled in history.  The present

only touched Gallienus, who, provided his plea-

sures were not disturbed, would have seen the

whole universe over-turned, without being in the

least alfected. It 15 not to be wondered at, it the

reign of such a prince proved a tissue of” mislor-

tuncs, as will appear by the account of it, which

I shall give as tully as the deficicney of the ma-

terials that.are now extant will perait,

Sapor, having conquered the Romuar army inSwpers
Mesopotamit, and made the emperor prisoner, ;"
improved those great advantages. Hoe agin en decra
tered Syrin, and retook Antioch,  pfe then ad- (b 4
vanced to Cilicia, where he made hinself masterof 2o,

2 Tarsus ;
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Tarsus ; and still proceeding forwards, he arrivel
at,andbesieged Caes. ria in Cappadocia. That city,
which was strong and contained tour hundred thou-
sand inhabitants, stopt the Persians for some time.
Demosthenes, the governor of it, being judicious
and active us well as brave, made a good defence ;
and Sapor would probably have been baflled in this
attempt, if it had not been for the intclligence
given him by a physician of the city, who scems
to have been taken prisoncer in a sally.  This un.
happy physician was put to the torture, and made.
to suffer such extreme pain, that, to deliver him-
self from it, he discovered to the besicgers a weak
part of the place. The Persians, by that means,
took Cesarea by surprise, and rushing into the
city in prodigious numbers, exercised all manner
of cruelties upon its wretched inhabitants, Their
troops had particular orders to take Demosthenes.
alive, whom Sapor doubiless wantud to sacrifice:
to his revenge. But the brave governor, after
gallantly detending the place, did not forget him-"
sclf.  Mounting his horse, with his naked sword
in his hand, he threw himself into the midst of a
body of the cnemy, who were endeavouring to
surround him. e slew some, drove oft others,
and cutting his way through the middle of the
Persians, escaped captivity and death.

Sapor, in this same expedition, over-run Lyca-
onia as a conqueror, and laid siege to Pompeio-
polis in Cilicia; so that it could be no longer
doubted buwr that he intended to revive the pre-
tentions of his father Artaxerxes, to conquer all
Asia-Minor, and to allow of no other bounds to
liis dominions, than those of the ancient empire
of the great Cyrus,  Two generals, Balista and
Odenatus, stopped, however his ambitious pro-
jects, awd forced him to retire, and confine him-
-clf to bis own territories. )

Ralista
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Balista had acquired great honour in the highest Balista, 2
military commands under Valerian. He was an ;‘:,T,“,',’l
alert and sensible man, proper both for counsel and drives Sa-
for action, and particularly ingenious at expedi. Py
ents for supplying an army with provisions. Vale- Fuphrates.
rian, in a letter which has been preserved by Tre. ;;',’ e
bellius Pollio, commends him much for the ad-
vices he had received from him on that subj-ct,
shewing how the troops might be plentifully sup-
plied, without distressing the provinces. To ac-
eomplish that double object, Balista proposed,
that nothing should be required from the people
but what was the produce of their country 5 and
that, to avoid the exnence of waggons and car-
riages, the winter quarters of the troops, and
their route, should be settled in such manuer that
the commodities might ve consumed on the xpot
where they were produced. Being also attentive
to good order, to the advantage of the service,
and to the lessening of the cuarges of the govern-
ment, Balista advised Valerian not to sufier any
supernumerary oflicers or soldiers among the
troops ¢ for as the militzu‘ly profession was then
very lucrative, many people engaged in it, mcre-

Iy to reap its emoluments, without doing the re-
quisite duty : and that abuse, upon the advice off
Balista, was reformed by Valerian.

‘This prudent, and at the same time brave offi. 2 ¥t
ecr, was the first who retrieved the aflairs of the Zena-
Romans in the East, where they had beemredu. 5%
ecd to the most deplorable situation, by Valerian®s
misfortune. At first, every thing yielded, as I
have said, to the victor, who had even pushed his
conquests very far. Balista * re-assembled the un-
tortimate remains of the Roman troops, and forn-
ed them into an army.  With these forces, little
eapable in appearance ct’ performing great ex-

s ploits

* Zonaras and Syneellus calls this general Callistz, hy nis-
tnke, ns M. Tiltemont has obeerved.
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ploits, he began with saving Pompeiopolis, which

was besieged by the Persians.  After that first

success he continued to harrass Sapor, until he

torced him to abandon his conquests, and, keep-

ing always in his rear, drove him to the Luphrates.

There he was seconded, or relieved, by (dena-

Odenatusa LUS 3 wWhose example shews, that swall encmices

Famrean gueht not to be slighted cven by the greatest

;,‘;fm,‘k monarchs.  Odcenatus was prince of Palimyria, or

diives Sa- clijef of a tribe of Saracens, who possessed the
por bayond o . R A o

that river, country in the neighbourhood of that city, aund

Tite.  who were allies of the Romans.  Being hardened

from his infancy by the continual exercisc of hunt-

iug, by all kinds of fatigues, by the rain, the sun,

and the dust, he had acquired a robust body, suit-

ed to the courage of his soul. Having attached

. e, Dis fortune, as 1 said before, to that of the Ro-

7yr. 1 mans, he at first thought that Valerian’s ruin

petr. po. Would also be his. Stunned by the severe and un-

trie. L. expected blow, he wrote to Sapor, imploring  his

clemency and friendship.  But the haughty mo-

narch, finding fault with Odenatus’s not having

come in person to ask pardon, sent back his de-

puties with ignominy, ordered his presents to be

thrown into the river, and threatened to teach him

in what manner a man like him ought to trecat

with a king of Persia. ¢ It he would obtain any

““mitigation of his punishment, added he, let him

¢ come with his hands tied behind him, and throw

“himsell at my feet. Unless he does this, Le, his

“ family, and his country, shall surcly perish.””

Odenatus, destitute of all assistance trom others,

found inhimself suflicient resources. eassenbled

what troops he could, and, encouraged by Balista’s

success, when Sapor had repassed the Luphrates,

Zov. Syur. he ventured to attack him, and succecded so well,

& T, TJ',;thni, he threw his army into disorder, seized :n.nd

carricd oll’his treacures, and, which the Persian

valued stillmore, his concubines. After Odenatus’s

victory,
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victory, Nisibis, Carrhe, and all Mesopotamia,
returpcd to their obedience to the Romans. But
Sapor was not completely vanquished, as he still
remained master of, and carried into his own
kingdom, Valerian, and a multitude of other pri-
soners taken in the several provinces into which
he had carried the war.

History observes, that he treated them with the zows.
most shocking inhuwmanity. e allowed them
only just food enough to keep them from starv-
ing ; nor had they a sufliciency of water, but were
led to drink, once a-day, likc cattle. His cruelty
towards them was so great, that, in his way back
to Persia, coming to a place where the road was
intersected by a ditch, difficult to pass, he order-
ed as many of these unhappy people to be mur-
dered, and their bodies to be thrown into the
trench, as filled it up to a level with the ground
on each side, for his troops to go over. Whatever
horror such barbarity may inspire, it is not to be
wondered at in Sapor, after the treatment which
he madc Valérian himsell sufier.

Odcenatus wished carnestly to deliver the un-ne e
happy emperor from his hard and sham \t'uI.capli-_:':l’i‘:]""t:"dc_
vity. He entered the territories of the hing ofliver Vate.
Persia, besicged Ctesiphon, and had the advantage ity #he
in several engagements, in which he made some .
illustrious Satraps prisoners. Dut he could not ac-
complish what ie would have looked upon as his
chict glory, and Valerian remained until his death
in the bands of his proud and merciless master.

Odenatus’s fidelity was not less constant and in- feisfuiw.
violable towards the son, than his ardour wasfilto Gab
great, though ineffictnal, for the delivery of the
father. It 15 remackable that this Saracen prinee,
in the midst of his victories, alway s acknowledged
Gallicnus.  1le sent him the Persian Satraps
whom he had made prisoncrs in different battles §
and having received from him the title of gene-

ral
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ral of thc Roman forces in the East, he exercised
that command no otherwise, than in subordina-
tion to the prince who had conferred it upon him,
Balitaand  RBalista did not act upon such noble principles :
e o for as soon as he had driven the Persians from
gethrand the Roman territorics, he entered into a confe-
choson o deracy with a rebe llious subject, to raise the lat-
peser with ter to the throne of their common master.
sons, Gallienus was in Gaul, according to Zosimus,
employed in the war against the Germans, when
his father’s disaster happencd. Thinking only
how he might ‘take advantage of it, in order to
indulge himself more freely in pleasure, which
alone touched his abject soul ; he ncither gave
any orders for the war against the Persians, nor
;"";75;” did the army in the csst scarce ever hear of him.
Ty 12, Lhis négligence furnished a fine opportunity, and
Zua. It 3 plrusible pretence to the ambitious Macrian,
a1 who, after having betrayed Valerian, undertook
to wrest the empire from his son.

Macrian was universally esteemed for his supe-
rior talente, both as a statesman, and as a war-
rior.  Valerian, as 1 said before, had placed all
his confidence in him, insomuch, as to appoint
him inspector-general and commander over all
the Roman soldiery : and when he informed the
scnate of this promaotion, he enumnerated to them
the glorious exploits by which Maenan had ye-
peatedly distinguished himself in all the provin.
ves of the cmpire, from his infancy to his old
age.  Besides these advantages, this gencral or
minister, which ever one may chuse ty call I'im,
rossessed immense riches, probably the frnit of
fliq rapine and mjustice ¢ for he was not bom {o
any fortune.  But then, as now, none inquired

Tri.7r. by what means any man had got his riches: it
fu 35 wan suflicient that he had them ¢ and Macrian's
money cnabled him to satisfy the greediness of the
soldiers, by giving them ample largesses. The only

thing against him was his age, which was far ad-
vaneed,
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vanced. But the artful politician turned this ob-
stacle into an advantage. Having two sons,in the
flower of their youth, brave and intrepid in war,
and who had behaved remarkably in the rank ol
military tribuncs. to which they had been promot-
ed by Valerian ; he pleaded the weakness of his
own age, in order that they might be named em-
perors with him.  The affair was managed thus:
Balista and Macrian assembled a council, con-
sisting of the principal oflicers of the army : and
there Balista,laying down as an indisputable fact,
that it was necessary to chuse an emperor, declar-
ed, that he was not influenced by any personal in-
tevest, that he did not pretend to the sovereign
power, and that his wishes were for Macrian.
‘T'his last then stood up and addressed the assem-
bly in tiiesc words, artfully calculated to bring
them to the point he aimed at. < I confess, said
¢ he, that the empire docs want a head: and 1
¢ wish it was in my power to assist the republe,
¢ and to remove from the government him who
¢ is a disgrace toit. But I am old; I can no
¢ longer bear the fatigne of riding ; and the un-
¢ usual carc which my bad state ot healih obliges
¢ mc now to take of myself, would be suclran avo-
¢ cation as might prove detrimental to the welfare
¢« of the state. We must have youth ; nor ought
“ we to he attached to one alone. Two or three
¢ brave voung men, by taking the administration
 of different provinces, according to the exigen-
«“cy of affairs, will restore the republic, which
 Valerian by his misfortune, and Gallicnus by
« his unworthy conduct, have almost entircly
¢ ruined.”  Balista, with whom Macrian certainly
acted in concert, catching at this proposal, imme-
diately replicd : ¢« We trust the iepublic to your
“ prudence.  Take your two sons for your asso-
¢ ciates 1o the government.  Independant of all
< ather considerations, they have too much merit
 to live with safety under Gallienns,” Al were
of

L4
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of the same opinion : not one attempted to assert
the rights of the lawful prince, who was universal-
ly hated and despised : and Macrian, upon his
accepting the offer of the empire for himself'and
his sons, promised a donative to the soldicrs, con-
tinued Balista in the office of practorian prafect,
which had been given him by Valeriau, and ended
with threatening to make the base and effeminate
Gallienus fecl what sort of officers his father had
employed. The soldiers applauded the resolution
of the council. Macrian was proclaimed emper-
. or with his two sons, the eldest of whomn bore the
same name as himsclf, and the other was called
~ Quictus.
Bur Hut- 1t is said in Euschius, who is therein followed
10. by Zonaras, that Macrian, not being able to wear
the imperial ornaments, because he was maimed
and lame, transmitted them to his sons. But if
he did not clothe himself, at least generally, with
the ensigns of the sovereign dignity, it is very cer-
tain that he exercised its power.
Fe pre- By usurping it, he placed himself in a situation
P b 5 much less safe than splendid. Though Asia had
west,in - declared in his favour, his strength was far from
ordur v . being such as could sccure him from danger ; for
put of the he was encompassed by enemies on all sides. In
e the east, hie fearcd Qdeunatus, who was then mak-
him. ing war for Gallicius, against Sapor, with consi-
27"':\{-7‘,3_"" derable suceess.  In the west, he was not acknow-
7. 12§ ledged at all. - Forming his plan in consequence
1 ot this double object, he marched in person to-
wards Greece and Italy, with his cldtst soun, and
the preatest of his forees; and left Quictus and
Vulens and Balista in Syria, to oppose Odenatus.
Tioas Betore he set ont, and in order to prepare his
puplein Way, hie judged it necessary to get rid of Valens,
Greees  proconsul of” Achaia, whom he looked upon as a
e rival, jealous of his grandeur. He gave this com.
7ich. Gl myission to Piso one of the most illustrions mem-
%5 llg;;go_bel's of the senate. This order produced two new
21, ’ emperors
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emperors or usurpers; for emperors were made
then with greater case, than the mayor of a town
is chosen now-a-days: and, accordingly, their
fall was often as sudden as their rise.

Valens, being informed that Piso was sent to
kill him, assumed the purple. Piso, on his side,
finding he could not surprize Valens, and fearing
his vengeance, caused himself to be proclaimed
emperor by the handful of soldicrs that accom-
panied him : and as it was in Thessaly that he
received the titles of the imperial power, he took
occasion from thence, without any sort of prece-
dent, to give himsclf the surname of Thessalicus.
His fortune, or rather the shadow which he had
embraced, vanished in 2 moment. It cost Va-
Iens only the trouble of ordering some of his
troops to go and kill Piso; and he himsclf was
killed soon after by his own soldiers.

This Valens was the nephew, or grand-nephew,
of another Valens, who revolted against Decius,
and of whom we have already spoken.

Great encomiums are given to the probity of
Piso, who, say his pancgyrists, worthy to be the
heir of the ancient Piso’s, was a living picturc of
the austere virtue so much admired in them in
the times of the republican government. Valens,
continue they, his enemy, and his murderer, said
himself, that he should be punished in hell, for
taking away the lifc of so good a man: to which
is added, thaf the senate decreed him divine ho-
nours. I give all this just as I find it in my au-
thor, withcut pretending to warrant the trath of
what he says : for indeed, it must be owned, that
Piso’s attachment to Macrian, his undertaking to
kill Valens, and the manner in which he made
himselt emperor, do not at all agree with that
higgh idea which some writers would fain give us
of his virtue,

The

75
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The feeble oppositions formed by Valens and
Piso were defeated in a moment, without giving
Macrian the least disturbance. But he met with
difficulties, dangers, and at last death, in the war
which he cairied into Illyricum ; that province,
which had been the theatre of great commoations,
being perfectly quict and united, and defended
_ by a powerful army, when he attacked it.

Ingemuus 10 the beginning of Gallienus’s reign, Hlyricum
eawseobim- was ravaged by the Sarmatians. Ingenuus, a brave
proclimed warrior, who commanded in Pannonia, and was
;mfxfmi" extremely beloved by his troops, checked the in-
& conquer- CUrsions of those barba-ians. But fcar}ng lest even
s#1by Gal the glory of these successes sliould give umbrage
loeos his €O @ prince who was an enemy to merit, he usurp-
We. . cd the place of him whose jealousies alarmed hira,
q;,',r,,'g, " and made his troops invest him with the impeial
purple. Gallienus flew into a violent rage, nud
Futrop. & his anger giving him courage, he 1oft Gaul, march-
" urelViet o] jnto llyricum, gave the rebel battle near Mur-
sa * in Punvonia, and gained the victory. Inge-
nuus was cither killed on the fizld of battle, or
killed himsclf soon after for fear of falling into

the hands of a merciless conqueror.
— Gallienus indulged his revenge with all the
sty of cruelty of an abject soul. Ile spared none. Both
alionas the soldiersand the inhabitantsot'the conntry were
extirpated. I do not believe that more barharous,
more inhuman orders were ever givgp by any man,
than tho.e that were contained in o letter which
he wrote on this occasion, and which one eannot
read without shuddering with horror. "L shall give
it here, as it has been transmitted to us by "Ure-
bellin Pollio. < oiallicnus to Verianus, T shall not
“De pleased with you, ift you put to death only
“ tho-c who bear arms, and whowm the fate of wi
“ might have carricd ofl  All the males should
“ he mas-acied, if old men and children counld be
toput

Va0 Ty ok, ipon The viver D ce,
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of the army destined to fight Macrian. But whe-
ther Aurcolus revolted then, and assumed the
purple, as Trebellius supposes, scems doubtful.
His open defection secems rather to belong to a
considerably later time. Not that I would be
thought to mean that he ever was submissive to
Gallicnus’s orders.” Facts give us room to think,
that though he still continued to command the
army which had been intrusted to hiwm, and to
acknowledge Gallicnus nominally, yet he always
kept himsclf independent.

At the same time that he retained the titlé of
Gallienus’s general, he had himself a general, who
was subordinate to him. Domitian, who pretend-
ed to belong to the family of the emperor Domi-
tian, and to be descended from Domitilla the sis-
ter of the prince, commanded Aureolus’s troops,
and, under his auspices, conquered Macrian in a
pitched battle.  This action was not in itself’ de-
cisive.  Of forty-five thousand which Macrian
had brought into the ficld, thirty thousand still
remained under his banners.  But in civil wars,
a change ot sides is often brought about with
great ease, and very little scruple. The con-
quered troops, whether from discouragement for
their late defeat, or whether they were gained
over by Aurcolus’s intrigues, abandoned their
leader; and he was foreed to beg, as a favonr, ol
the very persons who betrayed him, to kill him
and his son, that he might avoid the disgrace off
czlpti\ily, and of an ignonnnious death,

Quictad, His rutn brought on that of his second son
:::N;:.:’J:-‘L,Qlliclus, whom he had left in the east.  'This
ol by Ode- yoting prince found himselt' between two formida-
‘k‘i;'llf:,' o ble enemies, Aurcolus the congueror of Lis father,
Lvewr.  and Qdenatus, who was retarmuege in triumph from
e his glorious expedition against Sapor. This last,
&M bemg the nearest, wias most to be teared. [T¢ im-
G mediately entered Syria, and Quictus was obliged
VAN .. R . N R .
to shut himsclt up in Emesa, with Balista,  Ode-
natus
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natus besicged them, and they had no way to es-

cape.  But Balista, whose head was fertile in ex.
pedients, and who did not pique himself upon his
fidelity when it exposed him to danger, knowing

that the person of Quictus was what Odenatus

aimed at, resolved to make his peace by sacri-

ficing that unfortunate young prince: and, accord-

ingly, he persuaded the inhabitauts of Iimesa to

kill him, and throw his body over their walls. Ode-

natus, satisfied with this, raised the sicge : and Ba- Balista_
lista, then master of the city, seized the treasures Jfobio
which Macrian had left there, and with the help of ror, aud
that rich booty, caused himself to be proclaimed Berishes a¢
emperor, by the soldicrs under his command. His three ycars
shadow of an cmpire must have been confined 2 the
within very narrow bounds: for Odenatus wasOdenatus
such a neighbour as would not suffer him to ex-

tend them far. He bore the title of emperor,
however, about three years, without doing any

one exploit that we know of in all that time ; at

the end of which Odenatus, persisting in his zeal

for Gallienus, found means to bribe a soldier who

killed the rebel 10 his tent.

Thus the afluivs of the cast began to acquire The can
some stability.  That extensive country remained e
in peace and quict, through the valour and good through -
conduct of Odenatus, who repulsed its forcign ene. [ ;,1‘&',"
mies, and snppressed its internal divisions. He was onduet of
the continial scourge of Sapor, whom he ceased o™
not to harrass by repeated attacks, and whom he e 15
twice made tremblein Ctesiphon. Ile would have?™ .
attacked Macerian, it this last had not gone to 1l-3, 5 10
lyricum, there to seek his death.  lle destroved
two usurpers, Quietus and Balista; and, which is
much to his praice, in th: mids~t ot so many exam.
ples of rebellion, he was constantly faithtul to
Gallienus. I do not examine whether that fide-
lity proceceded from an absolutely disinterested
motive. Certain it is, that he never deviated from
it. Odenatas’s ambition kept within the bouuds

of
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of his duty : and though he might have arrogated
to him-clf the greatest honours 3 be chose rather
to receive them, as a recompence, from the hand

of him who was the lawful distributer of them.
Gallienus, who had so many obligations to him,
was sensible of them, and rewarded his services.
Odenatus, as I have alrcady said, was originally
prince of Palmyra, or chief'of a tribe of Saracens.
7. 7. Hle took the title of king, according to Trebellius,
Jy- 15 at the time of his preparing for his first expedition
against Sapor. Dut I rather think he had received
swar. it before, from Valerian, to whom he was attach-
aren Ga. ed. After Macrian’s revolt, Gallienus appoint-
1 ed Odenatus commander in chief of the Roman
forees in the cast : and lastly, to reward his con-
stant fidelity in a proper manner, he created him
Augustus, with the advice of his brother Valerian,
aind his relation Lucillus.  He likewise caused
money to be coined, on which the congueror of
Sapor was represented dragging after him the
Persians loaded with chains. The promotion of
Od enatus was applanded by the whole empive, and
s mentioned in history as the best thing that Gal-
lienus ever did.  Odenatus communteated his
new title, and the honours thereunto belonging,
to the cclebrated Zenobia his wife, and to all his
numerous family, of vvhom we shall have occasion
to speak more fully. This account shews how un-
Jusdy Trebellius has callo d Odenatus an usurper :
since it is very plaiu, that he did not assume  the
supreme honows ill gatly, but was jnvested with
them by the authuiity of him who hal a right to

coufer them.

G.hienws Gallicnus veaped the tfruits of Odenatus’s la-
trums b bours, without aivine himselt the Ieast per.onal
owvide- troubles He likewise elaimed the glory of thom,
Yo ¢ Odenatus conquired the Persians: bt Gallienus
3,9 71— trimmphed for the victory, It was after the de-
Je. leat and death of Macrian and Lis sons, that tho
emperor, thinking Limseh secure from all fi ture
danger,
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danger, resolved not only to rcturn to his former
course of pleasures, which the war had interrupt-
ed; but also to give a magnificent feast, as a mark
of victory and peace.

Thi- triumph was in itsclf ridiculous; and the
captivity of Valerian rendered it so indccent and
1gnominious, that it drew a most bitter reproach
upon Gallicnus even during the cercmony. Lroops
of’ sham prisoners, that is to say, of men whom
nobody knew, disguised like Sarmatians, Goths,
Franks, and Persians, formed a numerous train of’
secming captives, who were led on withgreat pomp
and pageantry. Some wags, going up to a group
of pretended Persians, examined them very atten-
tively, one after the other, looking eagerly,in their
faces: and when they were asked what they waut-
cd; <« We are looking, answered they, for the em-
peror’s father.”  Gallienus, being informed of
this, was so nettled at the joke, that he ordercd
the imprudent authors of it to be burnt *.

His triumph was accompanied with all sorts of
games, races in the circus, hunting in the pre-
sence of’ the people, theatrical entertainments,
and combats of wrestlers and gladiators  Iating,
drinking, and diverting himself, were Gallienus’s
sole study ; and all his talk was, < What have we
« for dinncr? What diversions are got ready ?

“ What play is to be acted ? How many gladia-
‘¢ tors are to fight to-day

Soon after his triumph, or perhaps at the same Qo
time, Gallicnus made magnilicent rcjoicings tosclbrtes
cclebrate the tenth year of his reign, which D the tomh
begun with that of his father. 1 think 1 cannotnien.

find

* Trebellius mahes this adventure happen at the thue of the
feasts that were given in the tenth year of Gallicnus, of” which
we shall speak immediately.  Bat either these fousts aud the
trinmph must have been celebrated together, or the histuriw
huw misplaced the tactin gquestion, which, by its moture. unst
helong to the triunph.

Vo, IX. G
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find a more proper place than this, to mention
two puerilities, which shew the frivolous and
trifling turn of mind of this emperor.

Fuerilities  In the games which he gave to the people, a

prince. DUl Of enormous size was exhibited, whicl a hun-

fa.pid. 12 ter was to engage until he killed it either with
Javelins or arrows. The inexpert hunter shot ten
times at the animal without wounding it. Upon
this the emperor decreed him the crown : and as
the spectators murmured at his bestowing the re-
ward so improperly, he ordered the herald to call
out with a loud voice: ¢ To miss a bull so often,
¢ is a very difficult thing.”

The other story is of the same stamp. A mer-
chant sold the empress false jewelsinstead of truc;
and the princess, extremely incensed, insisted on
his being punished with exemplary rigour. Galli-
enus threatencd the fellow terribly, and ordered
him to be carried into the circus, as if to be ex-
posed to a furious lion. The criminal expected
mstant death: when those that had the charge of
him, by private orders from the emperor, instead
of a lion, turned a capon out against him. The
people laughed heartily, and Gallienus did the
same, crying out, ¢ The biter is bit.”’

There may, perhaps, be a sort of wit, but cer-
tainly there is no kind of dignity, in these jokes.
What idea can be formed of a prince who amused
himself with such foolerics, whilst cvery thing
round him was going to ruin? I'or, not to repeat
what I have already said of the plague, carth-
quakes, and other calamitics, the be rbarians who
invaded the empire, and the usurpers who started
up in it, scemed to have entered into an agree-
ment to tear the state to picces.

I have already named several usurpers, but have
not yet mentioned them all. ligypt, Africa, Isau-
ria, and Gaul, had their several pretenders to the
throne. 1 <hall take auother opportunity to speak

of
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of Gaul, which was not desolated, but saved by
those who rose up in it against Gallienus, and
made themselves masters of that country.
In Egypt, Emilian was in a manner forced by Emitian
the circumstauces of things to assume the impe. 2sumes
. . v 1 . the purple
rial purple. He had been prafect of Egypt forin £,
some years, and, as such, in consequence of Va. 7vb. Cal.
lerian’s orders, he persccuted the Christians of r'ﬁ. 29,
Alexandria, and St Dionysius their bishop.  Un- £us Jfist.
der the reign of Gallienus, being continued in thexf& 2l
same office, he was attacked by a furious sedition,
the cause of which was one of the most trivial
that can possibly be imagined. A slave bragging
that he was better shod than a soldier he happened
to be in company with, the soldier grew angry,
and beat him. The inhabitants of Alexandria, the
most seditious, the most restless, and the most
turbulent of all people, took the slave’s part: the
soldicrs gathered about their comrade, words en-
sued, both partics grew warm, and a sedition was
Kindled up in an instant. If this sedition be the
samme with that of which the St Dionysius I have
Jjust been speaking of” gives us an account, as L
am much inclined to think *, it was carvied to
the most violent height, and became a real war.
All communications between the different quar-
ters of the city was cut off, and it was easier,
says that saint, to go from one end of the world
to the other, than from Alexandria to Alexan-
dria. The streets were filled with blood. The
dead Dbodies, remaining unburied, cxhaled an
infection which corrupted the air, and brought
on the plague. Lmilian endeavoured in vain to
appease the people. They were exasperated a-
2 gainst

* M. de Tillemout, guided by the order of tie, joins this
sedition to the revolt of Macrian, who was acknowledyed in
Fgypt us well as in Syrin.  But the exact date of all the tucts
here spoken of, are so uncertain, and so ditlicult to fix, that is
W perhiaps as nafe to follow the chuin of events.
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gainst him, and attacked him with stones and
darts : upon which the prafect, to avert the im-
minent danger that threatened him, declared him-
self emperor.  He knew that he should please all
Levpt by delivering it from the yoke of Gallie-
nus, who was hated and despised there, as well as
in all other places.  1n effect, the people and the

- soldiers immediately re-united to acknowledge his
sovereign anthority.  The other cities of kgypt
followed the example of the capital : or, if any
of them hesitated, Emilian soon reduced them
by taking possession of the public granaries from
whence they drew their subsistance.

Ic governed the country for some time with
Prudcucc and vigour. He visited Egypt and
Thebais, and restored tranquillity and good order
wherever he went. e checked the incursions of
the barbavians, whether Arabs or Ethiopians; and
was preparing to carry the war into India, says the
historian, that is to say, into Lthiopia, when he
himsclt was attacked by Theodotus, an Egyptian,
to whom Gallienus had committed the exccution
of his vengeance.  History observes that the em-
peror had thought of giving Theodotus the rank
of proconsul : but that he was hindered from it
by an ancient superstition, which prevailed among
the Romans so far back as in the times of Cicero

won o and Ponipey, and likewise by certain pretended
tatddboracles which threatened the republic with great
o calunitics, and promised liberty to Egypt, it evera
Roman general, preceded by the consular fasces,
shonld ¢nfer that country with an ai'my.
e sivee A Dotthe was fought between Emilian and Theo-
ol Bl dotus, in which the former was conquered. M. de
vowe e e Lillemont cupposces that,after his deteat, he retired
S 10 Bruchium, a large and beaatiful quarter of' Alex-
thusind audrin, and there sustained a siege, which is that
‘, nm.: mentioned by St Dionysius of Alexandria, and in
s dovic which St Amatolius and St Fuschius, both after-
o wards
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wards bishops of Laodicea, were admired for their
ingenuous charity in comforting and relieving the
unhappy besieged, who perished with hunger.
They both held a very distinguished rank in
the city of Alexandria, and werce intimately con-
nected by the bonds of Christian friendship. They
were, however separated on this occasion.  Ana-
tolius was shut up in Bruchium ; and LEusebius,
who remained with the Romans, had some iater-
est even with their general, who, according to
our supposition, was Thecodotus. I'amine began
to prey upon the besicged, when*Anatolius, mov-
ed with compassion for their wants and misery,
applied privately to Euscbius, desiring him to ob-
tain from the Roman general an amnesty for those
who shonld leave the city and surrender them-
selves to lim. His request being granted, and a
council being held soon atier, he immediately pro-
posed surrendering the place, and making peace
with the Desiegers. The answer was, that no
peace should be made. < If that be the casc, re-
¢ plied he, and you are determined to hold out
¢ to the last extremity, it will be prudent to tura
¢ out all uscless mouths, who only consume the
« yemainder of our provisions.” This advice was
approved of'; and Anatolias, being charged tosee
it executed, caused first the Christians to go out,
then those among the Gentiles, whose sex or age
entitled them most to pity, and atterwardsnumbers
ot'others disguised like women. Luscbius received
them like a tender father and a charitable physi-
cian, and fuinished them with all necessary toud,
taking care at the same time not to over-load their
stomachs, weakened and extennated by long tasts
ing.

Whatever may be the precise date of this edify- vmitian i«
ing action, of which I have thought it incumbent teka. ang

. P pu
on menot to deprive my readers; Emilian who has .y
occasioned my meatiouing it, met with a veryme. ¢ .
lancholyfate. He was taken by Theodotus,and seng ” "7
o

3 to

o



g8 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS.

to Gallienus, who, treating him as the ancient Ro-
mans did the kings and generals that were their
prisoners, ordered him to be strangled in prison.
A’.ex;"' The almost uninterrupted chain of misfortunes
;L’f;t:f" which feil upon Alexandria, so depopulated that
Ew. i great city, that, after these calamities, the. number
540 of its inhabitants from four to fourscore years of
age, was not equal to that which had used to be
reckoned before of those who were between forty
and seventy. This difference was known by the
registers that were kept for the gratuitous distri-
butions of corn.

cesusan  Africa likewise revolted against Gallienus, and
usurper of had its nsurper, though but tor a very little while.
‘,,‘;"X'},‘,’:;’ *The proconsul Vibius Passicnus, and Fabius Pomn-
Treb. Tr, peianus who was charged with the defence of the
7%, fronticrs of Lybia, having concerted measures
with the emperor?’s cousin, Galliena, undertook to
raise to the sovereign dignity an old oflicer named
Celsus, who had retired from the service, and
lived in the country. He was admired for his
size, and estcemed for his probity. As the insur-
rection was sudden, the rebels, not having any
purple at hand to clothe their emperor with, took
the robe of the goddess worshipped at Carthage,
under the name of Celestis, or Urania. Ceclsus
only appcared upon the stage, and was killed at
the end of seven days. After his death, his body
was insulted with the utmost inhumanity ; being
thrown to hungry dogs by the inhabitants of Sicca,
who had remained faithful to Gallienus, and who
hung his effigy upon a cross: a new kind of ig-
nominy, never before inflicted upon any one who

had borne the name of Cwsar.
Teebelina- It is astonishing to what degree the once so ma-
usasume jestic title of Roman emperor was now degraded
,m,n.,_;,,aml debased. Irebellianus, an Isaurian by birth, a
Joaurin, I8 robler by profession, and justly called by his ene-
W hillet. Mies a captain of thieves, stiled himself emperor,
uin. 26 and caused money to be coined in his name, wilth
the
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the addition of that august title. Whilst he kept
to the mountains, which were inaccessible to every
one cxcept the natives of the country, he was able
to defend himself': but Causiloleus, the brother of
Theodotus of whom we have been speaking, be-
ing sent against him by Gallienus, dvew him down
into a plain, where he defeated and killed him,

The incursions of the Isaurians did not end with The Tean- -
him. They continued their old practice of des-gion sf robe
cending suddenly from their mountains, plunder-bess.
ing the low country, and carrying off their booty
with the same diligence to their fortresses. Power-
ful emperors tried in vain cither to drive them
from their holds, or to block them up in them.
Though repulsed for a time, they always returned
to the charge, and still continued their depreda- ,
tions even after the reign of Constantius the son Mare.1
of Counstantine : so that they were in fact a small*™"
state of robbers, who snbsisted independant of, and
at enmity with all others, in the middle of one of
the finest countries of the Roman empire. They
could boust of antiquity ; for their ancestors had
carried on the very same trade in the time of the
famous war of the pirates, which Pomyp 'y ended, #om. min
An illustrious Roman general then took the sur. [ x- &
name of Isauricus, in consequence of his exploits ™
against them.

Saturninus ysurped the titles aud honours of the Saturnins
imperial power, whilst Gallienus was emperor: l)ut'ti“,,‘f,‘,’:'l':f_"“
we cannot say in what country he reigned. We on-ror, undat.
ly know that the army which he commanded, in- i
censed at the shametul conduct of the emperor, those who
raised his general to the empire. He is said to have pod clected
told the soldiers, whilst they were cloathing him Tie. v
with the purple, that they had lost a good general, @™
and made a bad emperor. A sensible expression ;
but which does not seem to have been applicable
to him. Saturninus was very capable of governing
well, if' he had the qualitics w*lich the historian
giveshim; skill in war,proved by his victoiies over

the
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the barbarians; singular prudence; uncommon
dignity of behaviour’; a remarkable mildness and
afiability of temper, and at the same time great
steadiness in maibtaining discipline among the
troops. To this steadiness, which the licentious-
ness of the soldiers could not brook, he owed his
ruin. It drew upon him their hatred, and he was
killed by the very persons who had clected him.
Incurions  1he barbarians, as I said before, ravaged the
gfthelar- empire,at the same time that the nsurpers dismems
bered it: but in the Last, J)denatys stopt and even
conquered the Persians. In Gaul, Posthumus, who
caused himselfto be acknowledged ecmperor there,
as Ishall hereafter relate, kept the German nations
within bounds. The middle of the empire, the de-
fence of which depended upon Callienus, because
no usurper had been able to establish himselfl so-
lidly there, suffered drcadful calamitics, occasion-
ed by the Sarmatians, the Scythians,and the Goths.
Ttaly ra- Ltaly was the first provinee which they attacked.
vaged by a Whilst Valerian perished in Mesopotamia, and
Serehiane. Gallienus was yet in Gaul, the Scythians or Goths
Zon ({or these names are olten used one for the other
in the history of the times we are now speaking
of’) having formed a numerons army of the difler-
ent people of their nation, divided their forces.
One part of them fell upon Ilyricum @ the other
penetrated into Italy and put even Rome in dan-
por. The senate greatly alarmed, had recourse
to such expedients as were within their reach.
L' the city coborts they joined the best and
har -omest men among the people, whom they
oblined (o take up arms : by which means they av.
semid anarna superior i number to the barba-
riane, wnd which so far awed them, as to prevent
their «pproaching the capital © but they over-ran

:\‘:{:E:cl’“;, all Italv,wd ravaged it ina mostshocling manner.
e by Theo otherbody of Seythians, who had chosenll-
Jhewd 2 Jyricun trr the theatre of their exploits, entered ®
ol w ool '1 lll ace
(irecoe

e Il: * Zovmanand Jour asrda thisipem.icn of the Gotha to the
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ed for the management of the war against the Per-
siaus, and for avenging his father’s cause, scemed
to intend to make a personal eflort, and to take
upon himself the conduct of the affairs of the East;
that he assembled an ariny, the command of which
be gave to Heraclian, who, instead of making war
upon the Persians, attacked Zenobia, and being
defeated by her, was obliged to return with the
shattered remains of his broken army. :

Fhe year in which Odenatus perished was also Posiunius
that of the death of Posthumus who reigned seven perishes ia
years in Gaul, and who was the bulwark of the gme year
;ﬁ:npirc in the West, as Odenatus had been in the :';:z fv’;l;n-

Sast. killed.

We have scen that Valerian, full of esteem for e yad .
Posthumus, trusted to him the conduct ef hissurped the
son, and the command in Gaul. Gallienus, aftcr'p"o"‘;‘;',"if,
his father’s disaster, imitated partly the same plan. the firt
Being obliged to march against the Scythians,%f;‘lﬁﬁf,u&
who threatened Rome and desolated 1llyricum, 7re. Gu
he left in Gaul Valerian Caxsar, his cldest son,‘}.y‘s',_?'z‘,,_
who was then very young: but he separated the
two employments of goveruor of the prince and
commander of the troops. He conumitted the
guardianship of his son to Silvanus, leaving to
Posthummus only the care of what belonged to
the war.

It is not improbable that this regulation dis-
pleased Posthumus, and that his discontent began
to stugrgrer his fidelity.  What is certain, is that a
misunderstanding arose between the two deposi-
tarics of the divided authority, and that it soon
broke out.

A body of Germans having passed the Rhine,
and, according to the custom of the barbarians,
1avaced the Gaualish territories; Posthumus {ull
upon those robbers, defeated them, took away
their booty, and, not without design, distributed
1t among his soldicrs.  Silvanus claimed this booty
as his right, and ordered it to be sent to Colognc,

where
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where the prince was.  We may judge of the tut
bulence of the troops on this occasion, and how
ill they took it that the fruits of their victory
should be snatched out of their hands.  Posthu-
mus inflamed matters still more, by pretending
that he could not help obeying : and when he once
saw the fire of 'sedition thoroughly kindled, he
threw aside the mask, put himself at the head of
the mutincers, and marched in an hostile manuer
towards Cologne, demanding, with violent me-
naces, that the prince and his governor should
be delivered up to him.  ‘The soldiers within the
city, sensible of theirinability to oppose an army,
preferred their safety to their duty @ and Posthu-
mus no sooncr had his victims in his power, than
he put them to death, and causcd himself to be
proclaimed Augustus.

This event happened soon after Gallienus’s de-
parture, and scems to belong to the year in which
he began to reign alone.  Valerian was ranked
among the gods by a decree of’ the scnate, made
by order of the emperor, who at the same time
gave the title of Caesar to his second son Saloni-
nus.

wi-lmof  Nothing can be more criminal than the means

hirgovarn-

mwceut.

by which Posthumus raised himselt to the sove-
reign power*: but he exercised it imsuch a manner
as might be a model even to princes whose autho-
rity is tounded upon the most legal title. Uniting
cvery civil and military virtue, he rendered the
people happy at home, and defended them against
torcign cucmics. e made discipline reignin the

armices,

® Trehelbas elears Posth i s of the mot cdious charge in
hit ustpation, by sy e that it wos the Gauls, who not hes
1w Wle to ber G Hhonus s dices, and disdiiimng to be governs
e by a boy, killed Valor n Caonry and pot Posthuus in hia
ploees But tusis plindy the Tingaage of tho ¢ who vould
Juatily, orat led oous a e,
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armies, Justice in the tribunals, and good order and
tranquillity in all the countries that obeyed him,
Ambition was his only vice: and after he had
once attained the height of his wishes, we nolonger
see any thing in him but what deserves esteem. i ...
Not satisfied with barely bindering the Germans plits a.
from penctrating into Gaul, he passed the Rhine {onyrn
in person, and built forts at proper distances from et 7yr.
cach other on the territories of the barbarians, to™
keep them in awe even in their own country. What
1s more : we find that after he had conquered tho:e
ficrce nations by his arms, he gained their esteem
and confidence by his virtues ; for they furnished
him with succours in the wars he had to mamtain
against Gallienns, as appears by his having both 7. Gan.
Germans and Franks among his auxiliaries. -
I know not whether it was the impossibility of ft .
committing their usual ravages in Gaul that in-vade
duced the Franks to carry their arms into Spain, Sprin by
That extensive country likewise submitted to the Zigien.
laws of Posthumus : but this prince not residing
there, and being divided between the necessity ot
securing the borders of the Rhine, and of detend-
ing himsclf against the repeated attacks of Gal-
lienus, he could not extend his protection and as-
sistance to the more distant provinces, It was by
sca that the I'ranks attacked Spain; for the Ger- |
man, as well as the Scythian nations, braved the yuar po.
dangers of very long and very hazardous voyagess: <o
in small barks. The Iranks of whom I am now 2z, g ¢
speaking, passed the Streights, and dividing them-
sclves into two bodies, one made a descent upon
Afvrica, and the other upon Spain.  These last ad-
vanced as far as the Lbro, took Tarragona, aud
sacked that metropolis of hither Spain in so terri-
ble a mauner, that it bore the marks ot their out-
ragesan hundred and fifty yearsafter. The ravages
of the Franks were not a transitory calamity with
regard to Spain, for their descents and inroads in
Vor. IX, 1 that
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that country were continued without ceasing for
upwards of twelve ycars.
Geltenss  Gallienus did not leave Posthumus in peaceable
atucks  POSSCssion of Gaul. He attacked him twice in
s person ¢ first, immediately after Macrian was con-
‘quered 5 and the second time, two years after. In
both these expeditions he was accompanied by
Aureolus, who, without taking the title of empe-
ror, kept, as 1 before observed, an army under his
Teeh. Gatt. COTOIIAN. If Gallicnus had been faithfully served
';;rti’;’-r by him, hg would have rcmm:ned completely con-
3§z queror : for Posthumus having been defeated in
a general battle, Aurcolus, who pretended to pur-
suc him, might, if he had pleased, have overtaken
him, and have made him prisoner. But he pur-
posely let him escape, because it was not his in-
terest that Gallienus should become too power-
ful. There were therefore other battles, and
sicges of towns, in onc of which Gallienus was
wounded by an arrow, The cure of his wound
was tedious, and probably gave him a disgust for
this war, in which he likewise mct with so much
the more and greater diflicultics, as the people
were inclined to favour his enemy. IHetherefore
gave it up, and from this time Posthumus govern-
cd Gaul, as quictly, as if he had been its lawful
sovereigun.
Viewinus, 11 the war against Gallicnus he bad received
fiwen mt gmportant services from Victorinus, whom, if'we
e helieve Trebellins, he Liad even associated with
’§<';r1 himseltin the government, and taken for his col
7yn 6. league.  DBut it scems to us, scareely possible,
that Posthumus, who had a son, on whom lie con-
feried the titles of Cwsar and Augustus, should
grant the <ame honours to a stranger, to make
him thereby his rival and that of his son,  We
rather think that Victorinus acted under Posthu-
mus as his principal licutenant, and did not as-
sume the power of sovereign until after his death,

Posthumus
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Posthumus enjoyed anuninterrupted tranquillity Postuunus
18 Kitted

for three years.  But usurpers scldom end their by his sol-
days in peace: their own example is turned a. diers, with
gainst themselves. Lollianus*, or Leliavus, think- 550 7.
ing himselt’ vot less worthy of the empire than 7vr- 3.4,
Posthumus, revolted, and, though conquered inj5 e
battle, occasioned _the ruin of his conqueror. For
Posthumus’s soldiers insisting strongly upon plun-
dering the city of Mentz, which had entered into
the rebellion, and not being able to obtain the
consent of their chief, to whose character and
principles,such violences were no ways suited; the
wholc army mutinicd, and killed him and his son.
Posthamus reigned seven years, and was killed Some par.
in the beginning of the year of Christ 267.  Be- liculas,

. . . . cerning
sides Ganl, he kept, as I'said before, Spain, un. both of ~
der his laws, and it is probable that Britain like. frem
wise obeyed him.  Gaul then set the example to ™
those two neighbouring provinees, and the threc
together formed a kind of detached department,
which, when the empire was afterwards divided
among sceveral prinees, often beeame the particu-

Iar lot of’ one of them. T'he origin of Posthumus
was obscare @ his merit was what raised him,  He
had been once consul before he usurped the im-
perial power ; and during his reign he assumed
three consulships: but ncither of these last is
marked in the Fasti, because they were not ac-

knowledged at Rome, which obeyed Gallienus.
The son of Posthumus, who bore the same namé
with himselt] is kuown in history only by the titles
of Casar and Augustus, which he received from
2 his

* M. Tillemont distinguishes a Lollianus, a T.. Alianus, and
an sLlianus ; and makes three vsurpers of them, M. de Va-
lois (mem. of the academy of’ Belles lettres, vol. 2. p. 685.) re-
duces these three princes to the single Ulpius Cornclius L.
Banus, wh se last nme he thinks has boen altered through the
ignorance of authors or transcribers, and this opinion secus to

me the viost cligible.
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yuce. Tr.his father, and by his fatal death, which he pro-
¥ bably met with when but a youth. It is said, that
he was cloquent, aund that some of his declama-
tions have been judged worthy of a place among
those which are ascribed to Quintilian.
Lolinwis  Upon the dc.ath of I’osthqmus, Gaul did not
;:(l;;:}(\l\'-cmsublmt. to Gallicnus ; but, violently agitated by
peror by | powerful contending partics, it bad no less than
thesol- four princes or usurpers in the space of one ycar.
o Lelianus took the advantage of his conqueror’s
misfortunes. The troops who had killed Posthu-
mus could not take any step more suited to their
interests, than to proclaim hilm cmperor on whom
their late master had made war. Leelianus then
entered into possession of the prerogatives of the
imperial power ; and he must have enjoyed them
some months, as he is said to have repaired the
Treb. Tr.  castles which Posthumus bad buile beyond the
&7 Rhine in the country of the barbarians, and
which, upon the news of his death, were taken
and demolished by the Germans.
Victorinus _ Victorinus, who had enjoyed the principal au-
:,'x'(’;t';‘{‘t“ thority under Posthumus, could not bear to sce
his place.  Ltelianus usurp his spoils. 1t is probable that he
likewisc tampered with some of the troops, und
that having prevailed upon them to proclaim him
emperor, he attacked Lalianus, defeated, and
killed him,
TTe Lim- Ile was very capable, by his talents and his
witiskill- many virtues, to supply the loss ot Posthumus,
deriwieso and to settle the stiwe of Gaul, at least for a time.
winhebad One single vice proved his ruin. A ¢ mtpmpom.r{
writer expressed himself on this subject in the fol-
Jowing manner: < I {ind no prince, said tht au.
< thor, preferable to Victdrinus @ neither Prajan
¢ for military merit, nor ‘Titus Antoninus for
« clemency, nor Nerva, for the qualities which
¢« procurc respect, nor Pertinax or Severus for
¢ steadiness 1 command and exactuess in main.
taining
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“ taining military discipline. But his debauchery
“ * and unbounded passion for women, effaced
‘¢ entirely all this glory in him : and it is improper
 to praise the virtues of a prince whose deajh is
¢ looked upon by every one as a justly deserved
¢ punishment.” Victorinus used violence to satis-
fy his brutality ; and after several excesses of this
Kind, a subaltern oflicer of one " of the courts of
justice, whose wife he had abused, formed at last
a conspiracy against himn, and assassinated him at
Cologne. Victorinus not dying instantly of his
wound ; by the advice of his mother Victoria or
Victorina, he named his son Caesar before he ex-
pired. Lut he thereby only hastened the des-
truction of that son, who was murdered by the
troops immediatcly after the death of his father.
They were both buried near Cologne ; and on
their small tomb was only the following disho-
nourable inscription : ¢ Herelye the two Victori-
¢ ni, who were usurpers.”

Victoria was a woman of an enterprizing spirit, Victoria
and had been decorated, probably by her son, with o Vietr
the titles of’ duzusta, and of mother of the Campsi'"{"{i““l“‘
and armics. Instead of setting up for the vacant g pe clect.
empire herself, by which she would perhaps only ed empe.
have shewn her ambition, without succecding in [iiaat the
the attempt, she chose rather to give it to another, end of
Her choice fell upon an ignoble subject, whom ‘e o
she doubtless hoped, for that very 1eason, to go. 7w 5,8,
vern the more easily.  She cansed one Marius, 1‘,},‘,?,‘,,,
by trade an armourer, and afterwards a soldicr, 1. Eec.
who had sdvanced himsclf in the service by his ™™
valour, to be elected.  This adventurer well de-
served his fortune, if'it be true that he was the
same Marius, who, according to \imonius, con-
quered and killed Chrocus king of the Alcm:unl]i,

the

* Scd omnia hee libido & cupiditas mnlierarize voluptatis sig
perdidit, ut nemo audeat virtute gjus in litteras mittere, quen

senstat omnjum judicio meruisse puniri.  Lreh.
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the author and conductor of a violent irruption

into Gaul, and of a thousand outrages committed

Trtl. by the barbarians whom he commanded Tre-
bellius says nothing of this remarkable transac-

tion but contents himself with giving the specech

which Marius made after his clection, and m
which, far from blushing at the mcanness of his
former condition, he makes a boast of it, prides
himself in having always handled iron, and ex-

tols his harp’and laborious life far above the ef-
feminacy of Galliecnus. Ile reigned but three

days, at the end of which he was killed by a sol-

dier who had formerly worked in his shop, and for

whom the new emperor had shewn some scorn

and contcmpt. The exasperated soldier ran him
through with his sword, saying by way of insult :

< This sword 1s one of thy own muking.” Surpriz-

ing things are related of the strength of body of

this Marius, whose fingers are said to have been
___as hard as the iron upon which he employed them.
“hfm:“i‘;fc‘f{ By th(j death of Mariu-, \'ictf)ria did not lose
mhisstead. her credit : she even prescrved it so far as to be
Fheacthable to make another emperor. But she now
T 15, pitched upon a person more capable than the
;f;f'-s_'{:i tormer to procurc respect and obedicence. She cast
Zaop,  hrer eyes upon Tetricus, her relation, a Roman se-
durct. Vit pator of illustrious birth, and who was then go-
vernor of Aquitain.  Tetricus. being clected by

the soldiers, assumed the purple with the title of
Augustus at Bourdcaux, and gave that of Cresar

to his son. The state of Gaul began to resume

a regular form under this prince, who reigned

there six yecars, until he was conquered by Aure-

Jian, as we shall hereatter velate. Victoria died a
considerable time before the fall of Tetricus. She
cnjoycd the honours of the snpreme rank as long

as she hived .Money was coined at Treve:, mark-

«d with her head and name.  But all this pomp

an b eplendour was of short duration @ for death,

cither
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either natural, or, as some think, hastened by
violence, buried all her grandeur in the tomb.

1 return to Gallicnus, of whom the reader wil] Gallienus
obscrve that little has been said in the history of Yiyriewm,
his reign.  Weleft him in Hlyricum, conquerorine Itily
of the Heruli, with whom he made peace. LLe Nt
afterwards attacked the Goths, who over-ran that“““i }‘?‘.‘
country, and over whom he gained some u(lv;zll.:lr}imlf,ﬁ'
tage. DBut at the same timc he reccived thero-
disagrceable news of the revolt of Aurcolus, 4% 1"
whom he had left in Italy, ncar Milan, to watch§ Zus
the motions of those who had the upper hand in
Gaul, and to prevent their passing the Alps.

Aurcolus, as we have seeun, affected indepen.
dence almost from the beginning of Gallicnus’s
reign. Though at the head of an army which ac.
knowledged no other orders than his, he had se.
conded the emperor in hiswar against Posthumus:;
but at the same time he indeed broke his fidclity
towards him, and hindered him from conquering,
Remaining in Italy, whilst Gallienus went to
fight the barbarians in Illyricum, he grew tired
ot his equivocal situation, which was » kind ot
middle state between the subject and the sove.
reign; and to unite the title to the reality ofwar.
power, which last hcalready possessed to a greag 2%
degree, this obscure upstart, by birth a Dacian, ™ "
and by his first profession a shepherd, caused him- ariim
selt’to be proclaimed emperor by his soldiers, o ¢lud-

‘This news obliged Gallienus to leave Hlyricum, vicary
he Teft there Marcian and Claudius, two l)r;u'ci'“;"'li'};’-l
and experienced officers, to command in his stead, Hiyvicum.
They did their duty well aguinst the barbarians, 7 b G
whom they conquered, and reduced to such dis-, 6
tress, that they thought they should be happy i te.
they conld but get back with safety to their own
ceuntry. Clandius was for p_nrsuin;_; and utterly
extirpating them : but Marcian, who had other
views, opposed this advice, and thercby gave

them an opportunity of returning soon after with
greater
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greater force than they had ever before brought
against the empire. Claudius and Marcian hav-
ing driven the barbarians out of lllyricum, re-
joined Gallienus, not to serve him, but to take
away his empirc and his lite,

They found that prince besieging Milan, where
Aurcolus,after being defeated in a battle,had shut
himself up. They eutered into a conspiracy with
the pretorian pretect Heraclian, who was returned
from the East; and they agreed together that they
ought to deliver the republic from an emperor,
whose conduct loaded 1t with shame and infamy.

Auret. Vict. Some say that they were induced to take this reso,

Eutrop.

Treb. itid,

lution from an apprehension of danger to them-
sclves 3 and that this apprehension was artfully
raised by Aureolus, who caused alist to be thrown
into the camp of the besiegers, containing the
namcs of the principal officers of the army, as per-
sons marked out for death by Gallienus. This re-
port may have been spread by the friends of Clau-
dius, who wanted to make him appear less crimi-
nal, and in some measure to clear him of the stain
of having conspired against his lawful prinee, from
whow hehad neverreceived any thing butfavours.
Trebellius goes farther, and formally denies that

4 ciavd. 3. Claudius had any share in the death of his prede-

Wirt. Epit.

cessor. Butin this heis convicted of flattery, both
from the want of probability in what he relates,and
by thecontrary testimony of other writers. Hisplea
in favour of Clandius, is the very plea of Claudius
himself, who concealed his intrigue, who wanted
not to be thought the murderer of Gallienus, and
who, having had the address to procare an oppor-
tunity of abscnting himself, was at Ticinum, now
Pavia, when that prince was killed before Milan.
The three chiefs of the conspiracy seem likewise
to have scttled among themsclves the choice ot'a
successorto Gallienus, Neither of them wanted for
ambition : but the superiority of Clandius’s merit
determined [ them in his favour: whether from
esteem
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estcem for him, or because they foresaw the diffi-
culty of uniting the suffrages of the soldiers in
favour of any other, we shall not pretend to say.

When the plan was formed and settled, they
Jpitched upon one Cecrops, who commanded the
Dalmatian horse, to execute it ; which he did in
the following manner. While Gallienus was at
table, or according to others, in bed, a false alarm
was given him, purporting, that the besieged were
making a vigorous sally. This prince had cou-
rage, as 1 have more than once obscrved. He
started up immediatcly, and, without waiting un-
til he was completely armed, or even staying for
his guards, he mounted his horse, and rode, shght-
ly attended, towards the place which had been
pointed out to him. As he was going on, Ce-
crops hinsclf, or one of his men, shot Gallienus
with an arrow, through the back. The emperor
fell from his horse, and those about him carried
him to his tent, where he died a few hours after.

The flatterers of the family of Constantine,
which derived its principal splendour from Clan-
dius, have here invented a new fable. They tell us
that Gallienus, finding his end draw neur, sent the
imperial ornaments to Clandius. A supposition
manilestly absurd : Gallienus having at that very
time a brother who was Augustus, and a son who
was Cuesr,

The onc was named Valerian, and the other vy,
Saloninus; and they were both killed by thoscand Suo-
whose interest it was to extinguish the imperial jius the,
line.  Claudius, who ought to be looked upon asthe son o
the author of their death, affected to confer the Gljirun
last honours upon Valerian, and to raise a tombafter him.
to him near Milan, upon which was engraved llisﬁff’i."""
name with the title of emperor.  Saloninus perish-Gar. 15.¢
ed at Rome in the commotion we arc going toJom 1.
speak of.  Neither of these princes did any thing ™
mcmoiable ; norare they scarce mentioucd in his-
tory but on acconnt of their death, It is only

cbserved,

Awrel, Fice.
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observed, that Valerian did not approve of his
brother’s dissolute manncrs. All else that we
know concerning him, that is to say, his advising
Gallienus to create Odenatus, Augustus, speaks
Doration moderation and solid sense.

of Gallien.  Gallienusreignedfifteen years, if we reckon from
wsreizm. the time when he received the title of Augustus;
but only eight from that in which the captivity of
his father put himin full possession of the impe-
rial power. HHe was Killed in the month of March
of the year of Christ 268.  All his posterity * did
not perish with him ; for some of lus descendants

The . Were living at the time when Trebellius wrote.
diersdo-  Hisdeath occasioned murmurs among the troops.
clwelim They had hated and despised him whilst living,
Clawtins i-and when he was dead they heaped praises upon
"l’:r‘;f;“l‘""him: not from any alteration in their sentiments
4. Gar. concerning him ; but from their usual greediness
15 of plunder, which they hoped to satisfy by taking
this opportunity to raise fresh disturbances. In-
terest was the sole motive of their complaints, and
interest pacificd them. Twenty picces of gold
which Marcian promized to each of the soldiers,
immediately rendered Gallienus what they had
always thought him : they declared him an usur-
At Rome PCF> and unanimously clected Claudius emperor.
the memo- At Rome, the news of the death of Gallienus
ry ol Galli- wag received with such transports of joy as border-
loaded with ¢d even upon maduess.  Vhie senate and the peo-
gurte s00d e united in loading his memory with curses.
wads  [1is ministers and relations weie the victims of
rubed e the public hatred.  The mob fell upon them,
it b or- threw them from the top of the Tarpeian rock,
el angd treated their dead bodies with the ntmost ig-
Awdrieenominy,  The whole city was in a flame: and
Claudius, now emperor, was obliged to exert his
authority in order to stop the riot, of which he
fcared
* Trebellius doas not explain hhnself any farther,  Perhapy

Saloninus left so ne infant child: or perhaps we onght to un.
derstund hir as speaking of the posterity ot Gallienus’s brother.



Boox XXV GALLIENUS.

feared the consequences.  Ilc sent orders to spare
the friends and faniily of Gallienus 3 and carrying
his policy beyond all bounds of decency and rea-
son, he 1nsisted that this prince, who had dis-
graced humanity, should be ranked among the
gods. As he foresaw that the scuate would be
extremely unwilling to pass such a decree, he a-
vailed himself of the power of the soldiery, whose
dispositionsheagain changed, so far as to persuade
them to demand divine honours for the very man
they had but just before declared a vile usurper.
The scnate thereupon ordered the deitying of
Gallicnus; joining ignominy to sacrilege, and pro-
faning at the same time the majesty ot the Su-
preme Being, and the glory of good princes, of
whose virtue this honour had been the reward.

I know not whether any thing can be more ca-
pable of vilifying all human praise, and of render-
mg it despicable, than to sec it thus prostituted

107

upon such a prince as Gallienus. We have asqpnn. «

monument ot this wretched adulation still subsist- -

fr2fane
o A lig,

ing in a triumphal arch erected to his honour, the v, 1vn
tal

inscription of which imports, that his invineible va-
loar was surpassed only by his picty 1 ¢, 5 invicta
virtus sola pictule superata est. What valour, what
picty, were those of Gallienus, who, on onc hand,
minded nothing but luxury and pleasure, and, on
the other, was the most ungratetul and most un.
natural son that ever cxisted!

Whilst altars were crected to Gallienus, his
death remained unrevenged.  Strange inconsis-
teney ! But those who made him a god, were the
very persons who had killed him,

It is no wonder that Gallienus was as much hated Galbenus

hadee ol -

as he was despised. To the shametul vices of 10- o4y o6

dolence, eficininacy,and everykind ot debauchery,

hawtul by
. his evuel-
headdederuelty. Desides the example we haveal- (/7™

Gall, 11, &

ready given of this, the historian of his life assures 7reen.

u, that he often ordered three or four thousand 1

soldiers to he mascacred at once, “Uliv was his wu);‘
o
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of appeasing the seditions, which the vileness of
his Lehaviour frequently occasioned.
Hewould The scnate had a particular motive of hatred
fe"fm“‘ggs“’magninst hiwn.  This prince, who was even sensible
servein the hitaself that he dcbased the throne, was jealous of
o e €very man of merit : and seeing tyrants and usur-
pers rise on all sides, he thought he took a wise
recaution in excluding the senators from all mi-
itary employments; lest the splendour of their
dignity, backed by the command of an armed
force, should raise their courage, and at the same
time facilitate to them the means of invading the
sovereign power. Thus this august assembly,
which had turnished the state with all its generals
and commanders ever since the foundation of
Rome, lost that glorious prerogative : and instead
of uniting, as it bad always done before, military
merit to the legislative power, it was reduced to
the sole civil functions of the governinent, not less
useful indeed, though less brilliant than the other.
This gave rise to a distinction never befoce heard
ot among the Romans. The civil and the mili-
tary began toform fwoscparate bodies, from either
of which there was no transition to the other.
This innovation highly incensed the senators :
and they revenged themselves, as we have scen,
upon the memory of Gallicnus, and upon his fa-
mily. Bat an habit of ease and quict has be-
witching charms,  They soon grew used to it:
and though they might, without thelcast difliculty,
have obtained trom the succeeding cmperors, some
of whom were truly valuable princes, the repeal
of this prohibition of Gallicnus; they preterred
the tranquillity they enjoyed, to the dagners of
war and the storms of sedition, and scemed to
take for their motto, Less fame but more sceuri'y.
:;(’;2{‘&”] All orders of the state were dissatisfied with Gal-
evtionsa- licnus. ‘The Christiaus alone had reason to speak
gaimt the o] of him.  As soon as hie was master of the ¢m-
&0 Hist, pire,
el VI
N



Boox XXVIL] GALLIENUS. .02

pire, he stopped the persccution which his father
had raised against them, and ordered the burying-
grounds and religious places of which they had
been dispossessed, to be restored to them. It
would be hard to assign the motive that rendered
bim thos favourable to the Christians : but one
may, perhaps, not unreasonably conjecture, that
his hatred of Macrian, who, all powerful under
Valerian, had revolted almost immediately after
his master’s misfortune, induced Gallienus to pro-
tect those to whom that minister, and afterwards
usurper, was a declared enemy, to destroy his
work, and to calm the persccution of which he
was the author.

We n.ay easily judge that learning did not flou. Learving
rish under so unsettled and violently disturbed a}f* 5t

reign.  ‘The muses delight in peace, and are si-rishing un-
lenced by the din of arms. Not but that theder Gulti
prince courted them personally, and wrote as well
as his contemporaries in prose and in verse, though
only upon trivial subjeets. 1lis esteem for the fine
arts inspired him with an aflection for Athens,
which had always been their habitation and cen- 7q, gur.
ter.  Full of this idea, he insisted on being made11
a citizen and first magistrate of that city, and on
heing ranked among the Arcopagites.  Vain and
trifling cares for a prince to be taken up with,
whil.t his dominions were falling to ruin! 1 say
the <ame, and with still greater reason, ot the fa- 7 m,
vour he was disposed to grant to the Platonie plid. §ut art. %
losopher Plotinas, whose brain was tilled with wilda,., .
and singular notions, and who deserves less to be £its
esteemed for the elevation ot his thoughts, than to
be despised for is ddle turn of mind. Plotinus
had tal it into hiy head to realize the idle sy s
tem of Plato’s republic @ and Gallienns was ready
to assist himin that chimera, by rebuilding for him
a ity in Campania, which the philosepher was to
sovern acconding to the Platonic laws, Some jea-

fous
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lous courticrs, says Porphyry, dissuaded the em-
peror from executing this design. “Ihere necded
only common sense to make him reject it.

We sce by this, that the protection which Gal-
lienus granted to learning was of a picce with the
rest of his va, capricious and eflewminate charac-
ter: and therefore it is no wonder that, thwarted as
it also was by the difliculty of the times, it never
produced any solid benefit.  We know of very few
works, except those of Plotinus, that were compo-
sed during this reign: and if we regret the loss of
any of’ those which we find quoted by other wri-
ters, it is only because they might have thrown
some light upoun the history of these tiimes. There

".{f”-.(-;{';ﬂ 1s, according to Casaubon, in scveral librarics,
YL 3 treatise upon the machines of war used by the
ancients, the author of which, one Athenweus, a
Dyzantine, scems to have been the engincer off
that name who was employed by Gallienus, with
his countryman Cleodamus, to fortify the towns
of Thrace and Hlyricum, which were exposed to

the incursions and attacks of the Seythians.
Thericn  No reign is fuller than that of Gallicnus, of
of Ll events which are interwoven with cach other, and
otinir- Of which the complicated nairative torms a kind of
e e Labyrinth uot easy to be pursued. 1 doubt the read-
flow they et will have pereeived it but too much, notwith-
naw bestanding the clue [ have endeavoured to lend him.
toweeor. The method 1 have followed in order to throw
4 some light upon the subject, bas been to divide
the general object nearly into three parts, once of’
which comprehends what passed in the cast, and
especially the exploifs of Odenatus ;3 the second,
what relates to Gaul and the adjacent provinees;
and the third, the troubles and wars ol the middie
counutiies, whether oceasioned by incursions of the
barbarians, or by the rebellions of usarpers. Gal-
lienus himselfacted no where but in Italy, Hlyri-
cum, and Gaul. ¢ hd searcely any more influ-
enee
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cnce in the events of the other parts of the em-
pire, than if he had not been emperor. The com-
niotions in Egypt and Africa, are a kind of detach-
ed events, and have little connection with the rest.

This whole period of history would be very in-The usur.
teresting, if any account of it had been transmitted e e
to us by a good hand. Never were seen so many under this
vicissitudes, so many revolutions, nor, I will ven{;’ﬁﬁ;“ﬁf"
ture to say, so many talents and so many virtues 'n;cn of me.
at any one time. Almost all the persons known 't
in the history of the reign of Galliecnus under the
name of tyrants, or usurpers, were men of merit,
skilled in the art of war, perfectly capable of con.
ducting great affairs, and often estimable also for
their moral virtues. Odenatus and Posthumusg
are proofs of this. It is an old obscrvation, that
times of trouble and confusion are the most fa.
vourable to talents. No @ra in the Roman his.
tory was more fruitful of great men, than the lat.
ter times of the republic, and those of Gallienus
nor did France ever produce so many heroes af
once, as during ber wars with the English, under
Charles VII. and during the fury of those for
which religion was made the pretence.  In such
miclancholy times merit pierces easily, because it
is greatly wanted ; and it acquires perfection, by
struggling with difficultics.  Such is the deplora.
ble condition of the human race! Men must bhe
wretched, before the talents which do them the
ercatest honour can find a ficld wherein to dis.
play themselves.

T'rebelliue in w’riting’ the history of the usur-mng,
pers that arose under the reigns of Valerian and mumter.
Gallienus, fixed theic number at thirty, from a
fancy for which 1 shall not pretend to assign any
reason: and to complete that number, he included
m it Odenatus, whose promotion was legal; a lor-
mer Valens, who revolted under Decius; chil-

dren, whose age could not permit them to act
scenes
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scenes of this nature ; and two women, Zenobia,
and Victoria. He was laughed at for inserting
women in a catalogue of usurpers : uwpon which,
to satisfy his eritics, and at the same time keep
to his favourite number of thirty, he aftérwards
added two other usurpers, the one prior, and the
other posterior te Gallienns ; the former having
rebelled in the time of Maximin, and the latter
in that of Claudius. If we examine things pro-
perly, we shall find under Gallienus cighteen usur-
pers, including Zenobia, whose beldness and-am-
bition entitle her to a place among that set of
vestless mortals. I have reckoned them up at
the end of the Principal Events of this reign *.

* Page 60.
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PRINCIPAL EVENTS

OF THE REIGN OF

CLAUDIUS 1II.

A SURNAMED

THHE GOTHIC.

eee.o. PaTERNUS IT.
ceree.. MaRINIANUS.

=

.

S
[

10160,
. R08.
CLAUDIUS proclaimed emperor by the troops,
is acknowledged on the twenty-fourth of March
by the scnate.
He defeats Aurcolus, who is killed by the sol-
diers of the victorious army.
The Almanni beaten by Claudius, according to
Aurclius Victor, near the lake of Guarda.
Claudius gocs to Rome, where the justice and
mildness o'f' his government is admired.

M. Aurerius Crauprus Aveustus I1. A-R1020,
Pateunus. AL R00

Vou. IX. The
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The Goths, with an army of' three hundred
and twenty thousand fighting men, and a fleet
of two thousand sail, ravage the empire by sca
and by land.

Claudius gains a great victory over them near
Naissus, now Nissa in Scrvia. He pursues them,
with a resolution to extirpate them.

Zenobia seizes upon Egypt.

The Bigaudes in Gaul besiege and take the city
of Autun.

e ieveess ANTIOCHIANUS.
Orritus.

The remains of the Goths are destroyed in the
passes of mount Hamus by pestilence and fa-
mine. Those that escaped were cither incorpo-
rated among the Roman troops, or employed in
works of agriculture.

Censorinus is proclaimed emperor by a body of
mutinous troops, and killed seven days after by
those who had elected him.

Claudius dies of the plague at Sirmium, towards
the month of April.

Usurreers under CLAUDIUS 11.

Apr. Cratpius CENSORINUS.
‘I'erricus in Gaul.
7ivovia in the East.

CLAUDIUS



CLAUDIUS 11.

SECT. L

Hhat is lenown of the origin and fumily of Clau:
dius 1L Hus first rise.  Alis accessin o the
thraie, the only stain in hislife. e was in other
respects a good and great prince. The seinate ac-
kiwwledges hine with joy.  durcolus conguered
and hilled. A great victory gatned over the dlu-
wmanni,  Claudius gocs to Romne.  Wisdom of his
government.  The empire torn i picees, and at-
lacked on all sides.  Lhe Goths ravage the Lo
man territories with an amy of thiree hundred
end liweaty thousand  fighting men, and a floet
of two thowsand sail.  Clodins gains a great
tictory over them, and cvlrpates them cntive'y.
Amvelian and Quintiling were cnplyr d i thiy
war. 1L cwa hardly be doiehicd but thae Clandins
wanhd have suddecd Zenobia and Telricus, if e
hed lived.  But he dies at Sivimivn, Preise of
this prince.  Honours paid to his memnory.  Con-
SOVINNS, Qi USEEPCT

E have already had frequent occasion to
mention Claudius, before he was raised
to the empire, It will be proper now to male
the reader better acquainted with hiny
His names were M. Aurelins Claudins; toWneis
which are sometimes added those of Valerins and! 205
Fhivius,  istory calls him Clandius 11 as beinggwnd Gy
the second emperor of that name @ and he is alogthy
Sturnamed the Golfue, onaccount of a great vieto- 73«
ry which he gained over the Gothe.

2 Tlis
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I1is origin is little known ; and all that we can
say of it with any certainty, is, that he was born
in Illyricum. We are not told who was his fa-
ther. Some have supposed him to be a natural
son of one of the Gordians, without saying an]y
thing farther. As the housc of Constantine, which
acknowledged him for its author, was interested
in extolling him, flatterers were not wanting who
framed a geupalogy for him which went up to
Dardanus and the ancient kings of Troy. The
truth is, that he was of the number of those whose
merit is their nobility.

Claudius had not any children : but he had two
brothers, Quintillus and Crispus. Quintillus suc-
ceeded him, but reigned only a few days. Crispus
vas the father of a daughter called Claudia, who
married Lutropius, onc of the most illustrious lords
of the Dardanian nation *.  Of this marriage was
born Coustantius Chlorus, father of the great Con-
stantine. Constantius was therefore grand-ne-
phew to Claudius, and probably owed his name
to onc of this emperor’s sistcrs, who was called
Constantina.

Claudius began to appear under Decius, in the
quality of tribune, and had a great share in his
csteem. Decius, after bestowing high commenda-
tions on him, intrusted him with the important
charge of defending the streights of Thermopylae,
and the entrance of Peloponnesus, against the bar-
bDarians.  Valerian had an equal regard for him
anud, after trying himin several subaltern posts, at
last raised nm to the chicl’ command of lyri-
cum. He intended to make him consul : but his
sudden fadl provented the execution of that design.
Clandiv-, thus esteemed by good prinees, was
fearcd by Gallicnus, who waa a badone, Thiy we
find by a letter of his, in which he seemsalarmed

at

* 'Uhe Dardaninne oceupied a part of Mevia.  Their capital
was Naissily, now Nis.a in Seevia.
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at Claudius’s complaining of him. e desircs

that great care may be taken to appeasc him,

and that dexterously, by the intervention of other
people, acting as if of their own accord, for fear

of his flying to extremitics if he suspected that

his sovercign was informed of his dissatisfaction.

We are not told what was the issue of this affair :

but we know that Claudius did not trust Gal-
licnus.  He undoubtedly followed the advice?r™ 7-
which he gave to Regillianus, always to be upon "'
his guard against the jealous mistrusts of the
prince whom they both scrved.

Gallienus, notwithstanding his doubts and ap. Zrh G
prchensions of Claudius, employed him, and that™
usefully. e was accompanicd by him in his
first expedition against Posthumus ; and, as we
have alveady seen, when he left Illyricum in or-
der to march against Aurcolus, he committed to
him and Marcian the care of making war upon
the Goths, Claudius succeeded : and if his coun- 7.
scl had been followed, those barbarians wouldy’ -+
probably have been extirpated. “Lhis success re- ar
vived the esteem aned aflection which the senate
had always had for him; and nothing can be
more honourable than the acclamations and ap-
plause which that assembly bestowed upon him
with a Kind of transport, wishing in particular
that the prince might love him as muchas he
deserved :© which plainly shews that Callienns's
prejudices against him were no sceret.

Ilis acquiving the throne by the murder of hisHisacce .
cmperor and at all the imperial family, was odiogs;ion v e
and criminal : and he himself was very sensibleonly :tin
ot'it, siner be endeavoured, as we obeerved he. i bis lite
fore, to wipe olf that «ain, by concealing thewher i
shave he had in the death of Gallienus, We there et
fore shall not, with fulian the apostate, commend great
the rectitude of the means by which Claudiustine. |
ra.i.sc(l himsell’ to the empire @ but we may say, "
with truth, that this is the only Llot in his whole

lifg,



‘118

Lonar.

The senate

s know.

HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS.

life, which, in every other respect, deserves all
the praise that is justly due to real magnanimity,
true patriotism, a strict love of justice, a noble
simplicity of manners, bravery and good conduct
in war,and a wise and gentle government in peace.
Zonaras gives us an instance of the great equity
of this prince, in an afhair in which his own in-
terest was concerned. Gallienus had often taken
from onc, to give to another : aud Claudius, when
emperor, shewed a readiness to redress those in-
Justices. A woman went to him with a petition, -
setting forth that he himself possessed a piece of’
Iaud which had been taken from her contrary to
all right and reason. Finding her allegation true,
he answered, ¢ The wrong which Claudius did
¢ you when he was a private man, and not charg-
““ ed with the care of secing the laws exccuted :
¢ Claudius, now emperor, redresses:” and ac-
cordingly he ordered the land to be restored to
her.  The same justice prevailed throughout all
his reign, which unfortunately, was too short.
[1is first care, after the troops had acknow-

kdzes iimledged him, was to write to the senate. His mes-

with juy.

e, senger arrived at Rome on the twenty-fourth of

Tivh
Clind, $.

March, and the scnators, assembling immediate-
ly, confirmed with joy the nomination of the army.
It we may judge of the manncer in which the de-
crees of the senate were now passed, by the acts
which we find in the writers of the Byzautine
history ; the suffrages of that once so grave and
august assembly would seem to be given at this
time with greater eagerness than dccency; the
assent of its members being expressad by theit
repeating the same words sixty or eighty times
running.  Thus for example, on the occasion
we are speaking ofy the senators cricd out sixty
times, ¢ Claudius Augnstus, may the gods pre-
¢ seryvevouforourhappiness?? forty tinies, < Clau-
¢ dius Augustus, we alwayy wizhed to have you
¢ for our emperor, or such un Cmperor as you :’;

ans
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and cighty times, ¢ Claudius Augustus, we be.
¢ licve we shall find in you a father, a brother,
¢ a friend : you arc a good senator : the empire
¢ acknowledges you for its worthy head.” I pass
over the rest, not to tire the reader. But I can-
not help observing, that this way of determining
the most important affairs, wants dignity, and 1s
liable to great inconveniencics.

119

Claudius, befere he went to Rome, thought it Aurenlue

necessary to get rid of Aureolus, who still held conguered
i and Killed

out in Milan. This rival of the ncw emperor’s 7.,

power, after the death of Gallienus, made propo-¢
sals to his successor, demanding his alliance, and

dius, far from inclining to any such terms, after
answering him, < That none but Gallienus, who
¢ had reason to be afraid, could think of entering
* into an agrecment of that kind,” sent to llome
an cdict addressed to the people, and a speech
which was to be read in the senate, declaring Au-
reolus’an usurper and a tyrant. Aurcolus, una-
ble to obtain peace, resolved to fight, and was
conquered.  He seems to have been taken pri-
soner, and it is certain that he was killed. The
circumstances of his death are variously related.
Some say, that he was killed contrary to Clau-
diug’s order ; and others, that it was by his com-
mand. Some impute the exccution of the deed to
the soldiers; and others lay it to the charge ot Au-
relinn, who was afterwards emperor. The truth is,
however, casily distinguished through this obscu-
rity.  Claadius undonbtedly desired the death of
Aurcolus 3 bat, that he might be thought merci-
ful, he would not order it. e therefore pre-
tended to be inclined to spare a conquered ene-
my, and underhand stirred up Aurchan and the
soldiers, to destroy him, Claudius cannot be ab-
solately blamed for providing for his own safety
by the death ot a rival.  Bat the dissimulation
which he practised ou this occasion was surely he-

neath

taud, 5.
Tr. Tyr.

1. Foplice
to be acknowledged as his colleague. But Clau. 4wt

16.
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piles ; when one of them, affecting greater wis-
dom than the rest, told his countrymen they ought
to spure them, because it was owing to the read-
ing of those books that the Greeks neglected the
art of war, and became easy of conquest. “This
Goth did not know that the culture of lcarning
never hindered either Alexander or Casar from
becoming the greatest of warriors. The barba-
rians did not keep their conquest long. Clcode-
mus, an Athenian, who had made his_escape be-
fore the place of his nativity was sacked, assem-
bled a few forces, fell suddenly upon them, cut
several of the cnemies to picces, and made the
rest betake themsclves to flight.

In the meantime the sieges of Cassandraea and z,,,
Thessalonica were carried on briskly. The Goths
battered both those cities with engines, of which
they had lcarned the use in their long wars against
the Romans, and were ready to take them when
Claudius arrived.

“This prince had taken the necessary time to make ¢y udivs
such an armament as should cnable him to attackguinsa
these formidable enemices with advantage, and atfet s
Jast succceded therein, though not without great them ad
difficulty, beeause, as he himself observed in one of i ™
hislettersto the senate, ‘Letricus possessed the best tirdl.
provinces of the empire, Gaul and Spain, and Ze- ;i o
nobia was mistress of the light troops, and all the 2w,
mast expert archers.  However, notwithstanding
these obstacles, he raised a great force, and upon
his arrival, thebarbariansraised thesiegeof the two
places which they bad long pressed very closely.

They then moved farther up into the country,
to Pelagonia, a provinee situated on the north of
Maceduvnia.  Claudius followed them thither : but
as they had greatly the start of him, and continucd
bending themrmareh towards the Danube, he could
not come up with them until he reached Naissus,
now Nissa in Servia. There he engaged them, in
a Lattle which was long and obstinatcely disputed,

The





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































354 “N  HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS.

But this was only a pre-eminence of honour:
for Constantius was far from succeeding Diocle-
sian in authority, as he did in rank. The ambitious
Galerius, who had not Lbéen able to bear the su-
periority of a prince to whom he owed every thing,
was by no means disposed to submit to one whose
equal he might pretend to be. He even despised
Constantius’s mildness, as 1 have said elsewhere ;
and, because he was more daring, thought himself

* made rather to command over him, than to receiv
orders from him. Constantiuson his side was upo
- his guard against such a colleague, and feared hin
; « There being thus no union, no good understand-
the o 1.ing between these two princes, the empire, as Eu-
,Iy divided sebius observes, was really divided for the first
petmeet time; because the part of it which obeyed Con-
Galerivs. stantius, though still considered as a member of
Lus 7T the body, had in fact little more communication
vuare13. with that which acknowledged Galerius, than two
& ¢ M5" neighbouring states at peace with each other.
Tl The division was extremely unequal. Galerius
const.art. had taken care that the new Cmsars should be -
¢ chosen from among his dependants: in conse-
quence of which, though there was some room to
think that it was intended Severus should be in
respect of Constantius what Constantius himself
had been with regard to Maximian, in reality this
Zutrop- b~ Capsar took his orders from Galerius. Constantius
] only kept his former department, Gaul, Spain,
and Britain. Galerius had all the rest, and go-
verned Illyricum, Thrace, and Asia, himself, Italy
and Africa by the ministry of Seyerus, the east
__and Egype by that of Maximin.
Hoppiness — The people under Constantius’s rule had reason
provinces to bless their fate. He had already made them
~under Con-hiappy whilst he held only a rank which subjected -
tantus 1 im to some dependence : but when ___hé-:gvfﬁs no
Jonger answerable for his art‘!ti:nsto anybut Emsel]lfé





































g



Digitized with financial assistance from the
Government of Maharashtra
on 03 December, 2015






	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

