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Zenobia, and arrives 1w/ore Palmyra, 158. 	Import- 
ance of that famous city, ibid. 	Zenobia had taken 
rare to provide it well, ] 59. 	.4turclian's letter to Ze- 
nobia, exhorting her to surrender, ibid. 	11er reso- 
lute answer, 100. 	Palmyra besieged, ibid. 	and dis- 
tressed by fanzine, 161. 	Zenobia, attempting to Jig 
10  Mc Persians, is taken, ibid. 	'The Palmyrenes sur- 
render, and are treated huma»cly, ibid. 	Aurelian 
grants Zenobia and her S011 Vaballath their fives, 162. 
ficr ministers and counsellors are put to death, 163. 
The (fru°, of .1...miginus, ibid. Egypt re-conquered in, 
Probus,ibid. 	Jurelian being returned to Europe, is 
ial;» ',led ni the revolt of Pabnura,l64. 	lie goes 
back thither, and gives the city up to be plundered, 
ibid. 	lie passes into Spain, mid destroys I' .  limits, who 
had assumed the purple there, 	165. 	lie returns into 
the  11.(3t, and re-unites Gaul to the empire. 	Tetrzems 
haying rohadarily put himself into his power, 167. 
Greatness and rapidity of Aurelian's exploits, 168. 

'.  ,l/is success made him fiffget his ,former modesty and 
liell.y, ibid. 	durelia.Y n' 	triumph, 	171. 	Tetrieus 

	

enobia appear is it as eaptires,  173. 	.in other 
els They fore treated humanelu by the  ennipterOrt 

Jurelian's largesses to Me' people, 170. 	Loaves 
Muted instead of corn, ibid. 	Old debts due 	to 
state; cancelled, 177. 	A mneAty, 	178. 	:lets 4 

i

'

z 
 

.ce, ibid. 	durellan 	has been acca,,,vd q' cracki,,, 

. 	Cliaracter  of his government, 	179. 	He 	,,;.(71's 
aid, 	1 RI, 	Orleans, Dijon, ibid. 	Ile drives the 
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iv  ;J.,  ai ,,crians out (ITJade/70a, 181. 	lie abandons that 
Tari of Dacia which Trajatz had conquered, ibid. 	Ile 
:prepares to make war upon the Persians, 182. 	Sue- 

i  cessiun of the Icings of Persia, ibid. 	Aurelian is as- 
sassinated by his own troops, ill Tin ace,183. 	11i7 ri- 
;40;tis were the cause of hi: untimely death, and 11(1ve 

i  hurt his reputation, 194. 	Ile is avenged, and ranked 
among the gods, ibid. 	Ills posterity, 185. 	Vail( 

,,  111 his. conduct towards the Chrislians, 	ibid. 	Pt ra 
Samosata, ibid. 	The ninth persceutIon, ibid. 
tcrs under this rel.  g 11, 186. 

	

SECT. III. 	Afier the death of Aurelian, the- 
and the senate refer mutually 10 each other .fot 
choice of an emperor, 186. 	Literre! ,witin af sic' tit 
geitkitt 	any 	dish!, bailee, 183. 	_11.. hvi:,;ilt Tociltts 
ch.Ttrd by the senate, ibid. 

Sic-r. IV. 	:1'he senate, IlmICV TaCIIII.V, 	re,S1Iillt.S. 	It 
ouch at splendour, 194. 	Jou o/ the senators. on that 

11  of count, 	195. 	They had then an al ywilini(N which 
1  ?Ia.,' neghTted, of obtaining a revocation of Callientts's 

edict 	a7tin..d 	thrir 	serving ill. 	the 	arm y, 190. 	-11 .ise  
re,:y1fit ions made bo Taritu 	M 	 m i, 197. 	ho orders a te- 

, 
 

/hle to he (milt to the deified empel ors, ibid. 	He asked 
4 	f' (Oh'ilii.-1, ;1) 	fil• 	his 	brother, but 	does not ohtain it, 
t J!)j. 	1,,tw:,11,1c ihing,),s in Ins' government, 	ibid. 	//is 

/,,re ,'/ .4,).p.b(1!.  i ill 1111(11 Clilleeilled hilliNelf: .lohled 10  
1,14T(ilap (i.'1, l 	/ , ., t;J'il,c ,  dry 	in 	things 	relating 	to 	the 
Ptilhc, 199. 	lk /Deed and cultivated learning, 200. 
Ills '2.1.n1 for the hist(); inn TaciNts,ibid. 	Ile puts him- 
.,ell at the titan of the it nops in Thrace,  ir.,! 0 1 , 	lie  pu ... 
PIS,IleV .Voine Of 111C 1111I7Yleler.1 	of 	fillicii ,111,'illid. 	Ile 
.;_;r,e,',.  roan 	.icier, and drives the 6oths oat 	r.f .  that 	et,on- 
1 iy, ibid. 	...,1con.viirwu tales ilway his /0., 202. 

Si:( T. V. 	Tricit,fi's brother, 	Flovieww, claims the 
cmpire ha 1'i ,.:1,1 al' inheritance, and Prohns is elected by 
the arm,/ which he commanded, ,0S. _Kw iainis is A /Wed 
CII 	TellAttS, alter a 	reign of two months, 	:208. 	The 
po.vterity of Twill's and of Floriantts, "09. 	Prohus 
(trues to the .srnate, which acknowledges him with jt)11, 

0. 	Ws declaration con (intim; and amPhfiling (Ill' .0 
right, 
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xiit 	 CONTENTS. 

sidles, 247. 	lie perishes, probably by the treachety (,,, 
Arrius Aper, whilst encamped beyond the Tigris, w.1•.;. 
lie sufiL'red himself to be called Lord and God, 412!x.
Games given by Carus to the people, of Rome, ibid. 
Observation concerning.  the names Marcus  _Aurelius, 
which several emperors bore, 250. 

Carinus• and :Miamian succeed their father by right. 
250. 	Numerin, leaving left the territories of'fife 
Persians, wed being on his way back towards Rome,,  
perishes by the wicked contrivances of ilper, 2 .51. 
Aper is arrested : Dioclesian is elected emperor, and 
kills hint with his ()tun hand, 25'2. 	Dioclesian lead been 

0  foretold, by a Druidess, that he would be emperor,(-233. 
t  The (era of Dioclesian, 234. 	Numerian ranked among 

tlw gods, ibid. 
; 	!VII,. between Carinus and Dioele.sian, 255. 	Carinzes's 

abominable conduct, ibid. 	He seems to have been in- 

.  telli;fent in war, 257. 	An usurper conquered by him, 
ibid. 	Garinus, after defeating-  Dioclesian, is a5andon- 
ed and killed by his soldiers, ibid. 	Two poets worthy 
to be noticed under Carus wed his suns, '.2.:)8. 	Mine  - 
Sian, ibid. 	Ca 1p la al GIS,  261. 

B 0 0 K XXV1II. 
SECT. I. 	General idea of Diocksian's ehariteter, 

`4;3. 	llant of materials for 	the 	history 	of his 
,.  v -eim, 275. 	His origin and rive, ibid. 	&MC account.  

of the (Ow of count or ow  Domestics, wha h. he held, 
276. 	his elution to the empire,  ibid. 	The death 
4 Corinth., ibid. 	Dioelesian behaves nobly after thc 

-, victory, 277. 	Ile goes to 	Bona!, ibid. 	State 	of the 
empire, attacked on the East and on 	the IV-:81, ibid. 
I lagatttles, 278. 	Dio( It.slan makes „ilarimian his col- 

. 	league, ibid. 	They take the surnames of Joyius and 
• I  kretilitis, 21 O. 	11 (LI ini Ian is charged with Mc war la 

el& ;best, 281. 	Ile .subtlues the 13a7audes, ibid. 	He 
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turns to the dominion of its latefid masters, 
onstantius makes a noble use (if his eictot, 
her exploits of that prince artinst the Cermllii 
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HISTORY 

OF THE 

ROMAN EMPERORS, 
FROM AUGUSTUS TO CONSTANTINE. 

BOOK XXVI. 

PRINCIPAL EVENTS OF THE REIGN OF 
PHILIP. 

PEREGRINUS. 	 A. R. 995. 
211MILIANUS. 	 A. 244.  C. 

HILIP writes to the sen lb., who acknow-
II ledge him, and decree to him all the titles of r- 
the imperial power. 

lie names his son Caesar, when only seven years 
of age. 

Ile concludes a peace with Sapor. 
His pret,nuled penance at Antioch. 
He comes to Rome, and by his affability con-

ciliates the friendship of the great. 
lie gives the command of the armies of Syria 

to L. Prism; his brother, and that of the troops 
of Mtusia and Macedonia to his filther-in-law Se-
verianus. 

Vol,. IX. 	B 	 1\l. JuLaN 
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A. R. 996. 	M. JULIUS PHILIPPUS AUGUSTUS. A. C. 24.5. 	TITIANUS. 

He marches against the Carpians,who ravaged 
the provinces adjoining to the Danube, makes 
war upon them, and returns conqueror. 	. 

A. R. 997. 	. . . . PR/ESENS. 
A. C. 246. 	. . . . ALM A US. 

A great fire in Rome. 

A. R. 998. 	M. JULIUS PHILIPPI'S AUGUSTUS II. A. C. 247. M. JULIUS SEVERUS PkIILIPPUS CiESAIt. 
• 

Philip, after having made his son consul, de. 
dares him likewise Augustus.  

A.R. 999. 	Punuppus M.  A. C. 24:4. 	 AUGG. PIIILIPPUS II. 

Secular games. 
An edict for suppressing the crime against na- 

ture. 	 . 

'1„ IL 1000. 	M. IF.MILIANUS H. 1. e 	219. JUNIUS AQUILINUS. 

Jotapian rebels in Syria, and Marinus in Mwsia. 
They both perish soon after their being proclaim-
ed Augusti. 

Deems, being sent into Mwsia to,nunish those 
who had favoured the rebellion of Marinus, is him-
q,lf named emperor by the troops. 

He sets out on his march. 	The battle of Ve- 
rona. 	Philip defeated and slain. 	His son put to 
death in Rome by the prwtorian guards. 

Divine honours are decreed to both of them. 
NOTE. 
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No rE. 
As the tyrants, that is to say, those who having 

usurped the title and power of emperor, perished 
without being acknowledged in Rome, or by the 
senate, make a considerable, part of the Roman 
history at this period ; I shall take care to men-
tion them at the end of the principal events; of 
each reign. 

USURPERS during the reign of PHILIP. 

JOTAPIAN in the East. 
MARINUS in Macsia. 

13 2 	 PHILIP. 
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PHILIP. 

SECT. I. 

PHILIP is acknowledged by the senate. 	Two em- 
pertrs erroneously inserted here 	ly Zonaras. 
Philip makes his son Omar. 	He concludes a 
peace with Sapor, and returns to Syria. 	His 
pretended penance at Ant itch. 	Upon his at vital 
at Rome, he endeavours to strengthen his autho- 
rity. 	lie marches against the Carpians. 	ll'hat 
is known of those people before the time of Philip. 
He defeats them and obliges them to sue for peace. 
lie names his son consul with himself, and creates 
him Augustus. 	He celebrates the secular games. 
An edict for suppressing the crime against nature. 
fotaptan is proclaimed emperor in Syria, and 
11,,rinus in Mccsia. 	They both perish. 	Decius 
succeeds Mon. 	A battle between Decius and 
Philip near r croni. 	The death of Philip and 
of his son. 	Detached facts. 	The Philips are 
ranked among the gods. 

is 	M IMI having succeeded by the means 1 at 
l
kno

p
w- 

leered by 	d 	have already mentioned in getting himself 
V,taerr:rte,..named emperor by the soldiers, was anxious to oh-
st, .1 zw. tain the confirmation of the senate without delay. 

Ile wrote to that body, and demanded it of them, 
diTtlising his crime in regard to Gordian, and 
saying, as I observed betbre, that the 3 ming 
prince died el sickness. 	The senate, either i cally 
deceived, or pretending to he so, joined their sitt:. 
&age to I hat of time troops, and by one and the same 
resolution decreed divine honours to Gordian, 

MO 
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and 	to Philip all 	the 	titles of the 	imperial 
power. 

Ifsuch a writer as Zonaras deserved any credit, Two empe. 
we should say, that the senate did not comply so mot:Zoe% . 
readily with Philip's desire; that they began with ed here by 
chusing successively two emperors, 	Marcus, a  zoqimus. 
philosopher by profession, and Severus Hosti-
harms, both of whom died within a very few days 
after their election ; and that these sudden deaths 
reduced the senate, now destitute of resourses, 
which they would otherwise have had recourse to 
against Philip, to acknowledge him at length for 
emperor. 	But the authority of Zonaras is very 
weak ; his account is very improbable ; and if it 
contains any truth, we, with M. Tillemont, will 
restrict it to the fallowing circumstances. There 
are extant medals of an It. Marcius, and of an L. 
Aurelius Sevorus 	Hostilianus, with the title of 
Augustus. 	Let us suppose then, that among the 
many usurpers who started up in the different 
provinces of tiv empire, betere and after the time 
we arc now spelking of, there were two who bore 
the names mentioned by Zonaras ; and that it 
was so much the more easy to give them an ima- 
ginary place in history, as they 	,vere very little 
known, having only had a weak party, and a pros-
perity of but a rew days continuance. 

Philip, also, in the very beginning of his reign, Philin 'bi.,  took another usefid precaution to secure the seep-Some.„',..-  
tre in his hands: by snaking his son, who was of the r  kl• "le% 
same name with himself; and then only seven 
years of agk', his a ;sociate in the empire, under 
the title of Cirsar. 

The nee,‘s :ity of his affairs called him to Rome, Ire mu. 
Rni i is there to establish his authority : and in these cir- dits w eumstaneos, he thought. it was needless to push Lot., and 

the war svrainst Sapor, c peciallv as he mu 4 1w Ills- '''"”" i%uth 
pirited with the losses he had suffered. Philip eon-
eluded a peace with the king of Persia, who, re. 
Meeting' upon the situation he was in, willingly ae. 

reptill 
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cepted of it. 	The emperor then led back the 
Roman army to Syria. 

His pm- 	It is here that writers place the strongest proof 
tndcd P  
name at

e-  of tne pretended christianity of Philip, who they 
Antioch. 	say, being at Antioch at the feast of Easter, de- 

sired to come to the church to partake of the holy 
mysteries, and being repulsed by the bishop, St 
Babylas, on account of his crimes, and the mur-
der of f..ordian, he submitted to a public penance. 
After what we have said concerning the notion of 
Philip's being a ( hristian, it is easy to judge what 
degree of credit ought to be given to this story of 
his penance ; which, besides, is not fully and ex-
actly related by any ancient author. To make out 
an account of it any way tolerable, they have been 
obliged to patch several evidences together, and 
to supply and alter the one by the other. 	The 
shortest and sate,,t course is not to admit of a per- 
plexed and ill supported narrative. 	We have no 
great temptation to torture history in order to 
claim such a I. hristian. 

rP"" Iii 	Philip, who had studied to gain the affection of arrival at 
ituniv. la.  the troops by large donatives ; upon his arrival at 
end;:atours  Rome, endeavoured to sooth the senate and the 
thet, him 	nobles by caresses, an aflable, and popular beha- 
""t"ritY• viour, and an air of perfect moderation 	At the 

same time, being attentive to the material affairs 
of the stale, he took all necessary precautions, 
and committed the important trusts of the empire 
to ,ale 	hands. 	He gave the count:and of the 
trooy: in Syria to his brother Priceus, and that of 
lin 	I'm ces in Alte,ia and Macedonia 16 his tat her- 
in-L.w.. 	S('N rl1A1111S, judging hi: 	self then 	pretty 
-ate, :Ind desirimr to raise his reputation 	by 	the 

ili.,,,,;., 	1.1c1 doll r and glory Or ill Ms  ; 	he flinched in per- 
',. ""t  .1'' •,011 	:111:6 	 M 1),I hilt' Carpi:S, :1 peepIC WhM O 	1 	have ,  Arl 1101 	. 

alt (  :Irl V lid OCC:t'iMi to 	'minion, 	and 	whom 	it 
111:1 V IIW.V  he ropy'. to dc,,eribe more lidly, 

klvi rd '' t. 	Try C31111:111`4, a' 	their 	name 	seems 	to 	imply, 
",-,0 ,,,,- inhabited 	oriOnnlly 	the 	monntaiui 	called Car. 

pu tiles, 
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putties by the ancients, and which arc now named l'e• li=.1.0 	i. the Carpuch mountains, 	and separate 	Hungary  i lic, i1:11,u." 
and Transylvania from 	1.!oland. 	Those people,:':7--:  4  bordering on the Sarmatians, and encouraged by  1:.,:..;:-2.:,:;. 
the example of the Goths, who often made sue-  Tillem. A?. 
scessful incursions into the 	Roman 	territories,'" 19.  
wanted to imitate them. 	They are mentioned in 
history fbr the first time under Alexander Seve- 
rus. 	At least it is to the reign of that prince, that 
M. Tillemont refers an embassy of the Carpa-
thians, an account of which we have in the ex-
tracts of Peter Patricius, and which, ibr its sin-
gularity, deserves to have a place here. 

Tullius Menophilus, probably the same who r.:tr• P. 

afterwards defended the city of Aquileia against'  dr irl ' 

Maximin, as we have already observed, command-
ed, at the time we are now speaking of; in Mxsia ; 
ai,tl being a vigilant and active general, he kept 
his troops always in action, and made them prac-
tice their exercise every day. The Carpians know 
ing that the Goths drew a large .;Lipend from the 
Romans, became equally greedy and enterprising, 
and sent ambassadors to Menophilus, demanding- 
likewise a pension. 	Menophilus had 	received 
notice of the purport of their embassy, and know-
ing their stubborn haughtiness, he resolved to 
humble it by his contemptuous treatment of them. 
Accordingly, after they were arrived in his camp, 
he suircred several (lays to pass without giving 
them an audience ; letting them only sec his sol- 
diers perthrm their exercise, that 	thos 	barba- 
rians 	might 	conceive 	the 	higher 	idea of 	the 
strength of body, and expertness of the hoiniin ,:. 
At length 	he 	sent 	for tlii.nt ; 	and bei:ig 	seated 
upon a very high 	tribunal, with 	the 	tall.-n and 
hest made men of his whole armv on each '.;i,le ol` 
him, he heard the speech of the anats.:ailiirs with 
a seeming inattention,appearin:; Int;iM with Whet 

matters, and lathing to those that i 'lne !I.:Kt him. 
11 	.1 	 q,. 
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as Vile had been obliged to think of much more im-
portant concerns, than those of the Carpians. The 
barbarians, piqued at his haughty behaviour, re-
duced their intended harangue to these few words. 
" Why do the Goths receive so much money from 
" you, while we receive none i" Menophilus an-
swered them, " The Roman emperor possesses 
" great riches, and he gives part of them to those 
" who beg it of him." 	" Well then, replied the 
" ambassadors, let him number us among those 
" who beg of him, and let him give money to us 
" as well as to the Goths, for we arc better than 
" them." 	Menophilus, after smiling at their rus, 
tic simplicity, told 	them, that he would give the 
emperor an account of their demand, and that 
they might return at the end of four months for 
an answer. 	They did not fail to come at the time 
appointed; but Menophilus put them off for three 
months longer : and at the end of those three 
months his answer was ; " 'I he emperor will not 
" enter into any engagements with you : but if 
" you want a present of money, go to Rome, 
" throw yourselves at his feet, and perhaps his 
" goodness will be moved by your prayers." The 
Carpians then perceived that they were trifled 
with, and 	made a jest of: but yet, tOr the three 
years that Menophilus governed at Mesta, they 
never dared to make the least disturbance. 

ir„.„ They made an incursion into I\I:esia in the reign 
lb.  1(.  of Maximus and Balbinus, and the latter of these 

emperors was on the point of marching against 
them when he was slain. 

.re,o. No tart her mention is made of the Carpians 
mid until the period we are now treating of, that is to 

ql ,,, say, till 	the reign 	of Philip, 	in 	the 	beginning 
'' of which Zosimus :-;,1toes, that 	they ravaged the 

territories 	on 	the 	Danube. 	Philip 	marched 
thither, gave 	them 	batik, defeated them, and 
oblig,ed them to shut themselves up in a fortress 

where 
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where hebesieged them. Th ebesieged perceiving, 
from the top of their walls, a great number of 
their countrymen,who had rallied and formed them- 
selves into a body after their flight, made a sally 
upon the Romans, doubtless in hopes of being as-
sisted by their comrades, and of forcing the ene-
my to raise the siege : but the success of this at- 
tempt not answering their expectation 	they sued 
for peace, and easily obtained it. 	Philip then re- 
turned conqueror to Rome. 

This prince never dropped his design of esta- Ile name. 
Wishing himself' solidly upon the throne, and of„,huls:.TM 
perpetuating the imperial dignity in his family. In himself, 
the fourth year of his reign, he took his son, who';;;;cAreate, 
was then only ten years of age, for his colleagueguAus. 
in the consulship, and before the end of the year,"'' 
he declared him Augustus. 	The following year 
he named him consul tbr the second time, with 
h;,nself: but by these premature honours, he only 
rendered the destruction of his son more certain, 
whenever the child should happen to be deprived 
of his protection. 

thi the twenty-first day of April of this same He eel 
year 	48, ended the thousandth year since the sb":''rn".  
1bunclation of Rome, according to the calculation 
of \ram), which has been chietl% followed. 	This, 	rr

e. 

 

epoch was celebrated by secular games, although Ez:‘,/,. 
they had been given by Severus only 48 yearsch"1- 
before. 	The celebration of these games, in which 
all the pomp of the pagan superstition was dis-
played, is a direct proof of the public profession 
which the ...nnperor Philip made of his attachment 
to idolatry. 	It is a violation of all 	probability, 
to suppose, without any evidence, that the em- 
perm could celebrate them without taking part 
in the sacrifice.; that accompanied them, or rather 
which were the essential Fri. of them, and the 
very foundation of the whole festival. 

To increase the magnificence of these games, cvo.r.m. 
Ile made use of all the ornaments that had been pro.33' 

-tided 
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vided for the solemnity of Gordian's triumph over  
the Persians. 	Capitolinus tells us the number o 
animals which were either shown to the peopl 
on 	this 	occasion, or 	made to 	tight for 	thei 
amusement ; 	namely, 	thirty-two elephants, to  , 
elks, ten tygers, sixty tame lions, and thirty tam 
tygers ; ten hyamas, ten lions of a singular kind - 
ten camels, somewhat resembling a leopard ; twcn 
ty wild asses, and as many wild horses ; an hyp 
popotamus, and a rhinoceros. 	A thousand coup] 
of gladiators were also exhibited in chews. 	Phi 
lip's secular games appear to have been the las 
that were ever celebrated in Rome. 	Aureliu 
'ictor, who saw the following hundredth year 
complains that it passed without being consecrat 
cd by that religious ceremony, which he believe 
to be of great virtue for securing the tranquillit 
of the empire. 	Zesimus also makes the same coin 
plaint, and even with greater warmth. 

An (AA 	Philip, soon after this solemnity, published at 
Gn• sup- 	edict which does him great honour. 	Ile prohi 
Pl'i'.'14 	bited the practice of the 	crime against nature thc ei ene 
ag.;:iit Ha- which was publicly permitted at Rome, upon pay,  
ture. 	ing a small tribute to the public treasury. 	lie di 
#;,, 	not indeed wholly abolish this crime ; but he too 

away the stain of its being tolerated and authori  i 
cd, which was au intinny to the government. 
lexander SeVertIS (bust not attempt this reform. 
lion. 	Philip executed it, and his edict subsiste,  
in all its fbrce, and had no occasion to be renewe 

1..t,ph.0 	Hitherto 	the 	reign of Philip 	had been vex 
-1-1 • 6.- (lido, and as far as we 	can 	conjecture from th ..1,...p. 	 "r s". 	funall light which our authors furnish us with, thi 
mor.mari- calm may be attributed 	to 	the prudence of tit 
''"" ì"- prince, who seems to have been a penetrating au rt. 
z,...i Y.,... expert politician. 	He, however, committed an c 
.q• 	ror in suffering his brother 	Priscus 	to abuse th 

power he was entrusted with in the East. 	The a  . 
roganee of that commander, and his tyrannical o 

P 

   
  



Boox XXVI.] 	PHIL I P. 	 3 I 

pressions in raising the taxes, occasioned an insur-
rection. Rebellions, in those times, were generally 
carried at once to the utmost height, and the 
smallest seditious immediately produced the no- 
mination of a new emperor. 	Jotapian, who called 
himself, and who might really be, a 	relation of 
Alexander Severn, was invested w ith the purple, 
and proclaimed Augustus. 	The saine causes pro- 
duced the sam 	etr.ct in 	Mtv-lit, and 	the troops 
in that country declared P. Carvilius Marinus em-
peror, who was only a centurion., 

A 	to the consequences of these events, which 171.2y"11  
terminated at last in depriving Philip of the em-1.:;,., i„•: 
pire, and of his lifc, and in 	raising Decius to the 
throne of the Caesars ; we have no other intbrma- 	' • 

• tion, but that which Zoe onus and Zonarus give us; ' 
and I cannot prevail with myself to tiunscribe the 
absurd accounts of tho.e injudicious writers, who 
do not even agree with each other*. 	Can any 
one believe, that Philip, terrified with the revolt 
of.Totapian and Marinus, should beg of the senate, 
either to assist him, or to take the burden of the 
government off* his hands ; that Decius, after the 
ruin of Marinus, being appointed by the emperor 
to go and take the conunand or tile troops in :\ite-
sia, relitsed that employment, 1,e cause he plainly 
foresaw the issue of it, which he even warned Philip 
of, telling hint, that it might prove the source of 
troubles to both of them ;. that Philip, who certainly 
did not want understanding, nevertheless forced 
him to obey; that Deciui, being proclaimed em-
peror by the troops, upon his arrival in Alit.:4ia, op-
posed his own elevation, and that the soldiers were 
ohliged to put their swords to his throat to make 
him consent ; and to conclude, that the same Do-
dos, when he was marching against Philip, wrote 
to him not to he alarmed, because he would abdi- 
cate whenever he should arrive at Route ? 	All 

these 
*  Zonnnv plami the revolt of Jotapian under Dechts. 
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circumstances are either invented at pleasure, or 
they conceal the depths of the ambitious policy of 
Decins, who must have begun with deceiving his 
emperor, to succeed afterwards in destroying him. 

ll'e shall therefore restrict ourselves to the out- 
lines of the transaction. 	Jotapian and Marinus 
perished by their own want of prudence, even in 

Zonal.. 4- 
Aurd. Fict. 

those provinces where they had, for a short space , 	. 
of ti me, acted the part ofsoyereigns. Th c first, how-
ever, may have enjoyed his usurped dignity, even 
during some part of the fbllowing reign. 	Decius, 
a native of Budalia, a small town of Pannonia, near 

rrtorp. Sirneium *, and who, though to all appearance 
r"  utcr-  of an obscure origin, had 	raised himself; by his 

e. merit and talents, to the consulship, and to the 
rank ofone of the first members of the senate, Nvas 
sent by Plnlip into Mfesia, to punish those who had 
favoured the enterprise of Macrinus. The soldiers, 
conscious of their guilt, thought that the best 
way to escape the punidiment due to their re-
bellh-m was to hazard a new one ; and Decius, 
who was a man of writ, and looked upon as 
skilled in the art of war, appeared 	to them 	a 
chief capable of' securing the 	impunity of their 
Ibrmer crime. The ambition of Decius augmented 
this inclination 	to 	revolt. 	He 	accordingly 	re-.  
newi,d 	with 	them 	a 	crime 	which 	lie 	himself 
ought to have punished ; 	and being proclaimed 

Augustus 

* It is wrong to suppose that the emperor Deciu,, born in 
a small town of Pannonia, was a descendant of tIF.,  ancient De-
cius who devoted himself to death for the Oa.), and safety of 
Home. 	Corneille has indeed advanced this in these fine line* 
of his Polyenctes, (Act iv. sc.  13.) 

Des ayeux de Decic on V:Illie  la trCmoire 
Et cc nom, precieux encore .t vow Itoniains, 
Au bout de six rens ans IM met l'Empire MIX mains. 

But as a Poet, he uses a liberty to invent. 	The resemblance 
of names was a sufficient reason fli. him to lay hold of that eir-
constance, to embellish biA work. 
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Angel stus by the armies of 1\1!2sia and Pannonia, 
he immediately began his march in order to attack 
Philip in Italy. 	Philip met him with a greater tAbalnueit7- 
number of troops, but he is said to have been less,;,,;  and 
expert in the art of war. 	Skill got the better of'I

P,hili
,h

near 
numbers, and the two armies having engaged nearrh`e.  dea.th  
Verona, Philip was defeated and slain, either on  or riliip.  
the field of battle or in the city of Verona, whi- 2.1

0v his 

ther he had fled. 	His defeat and death ate dated z,ns. zoner- 
br

. 
 NJ. Tillemont in the year of Christ 249, in onei fir.°P;t„- 

of the months of summer, or in the beginning ot',. ,, 	.. 
autumn. 	Philip therefore reigned five years and ' "1-61" 
some months. 	His soil was killed at Rome by 
the prIttorian guards as soon as they heard of his 
Ether's misthrtune. 

A writer relates, that this young prince was of so 
serious a disposition, and even so melancholy, 
that, from the time of his being five years of age, 
h. never laughed, whatever endeavours his atten-
dants could use to excite him thereto ; and that 
at the secular games, having observed his flake:- 
laugh in a manner that to him appeared immode- 
rate, he gave him a look of scorn. 	Such a dispo-
sition in an infant would be very unnatural, and 
one can hardly help suspecting at least some ex-
aggeration in this account. 

The most considerable monument of the reign li,i.,clica 
of Philip is the colony of Philippoli3, which he l'1'"sk• .•, n 1. 	ri,;. 
founded in Arabia Petri a, near Bostra, which was z,. 
his native country. 

In the varter of Rome beyond the Tyber, he .4,,,,I. ri% 
caused a canal to be dug, with a design to con-
duct the water thither, for the convenience 4 the 
inhabitants of that part of the city. 

He reunited to the imperial treaiury the liwisecarit.6,,f.. 
of the Gordiaw•, which, as I observed beliire. had 
fOrmerly belonged to Pompi'v. 	This proceeding 
seems contrary to the respect which he affected 
fOr the memory of his pr:2decessor. 

They 
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Ellsch. 
(la.. A great fire is said to have happened during his 

reign, which consumed the theatre of Pompey, 
and the portico called The hundred Columns. 

cad. x. We find in the Code a law, under his name, 
'4 '2. " ' which declares, that poets have no privilege of en- 

joying any exemption. 	This was depriving them 
of that resource to which the narrowness of their 
circumstances had often obliged them to apply. 

TbePhAips Decius must certainly have paid some respect 
n3'4' 171114;1  nmoug  the to the memory of this prince, if what Eutropius 
gods. says be true, that the Philips, after their death, 

were ranked among the gods. 

PRINCIPAL EVENTS 

OF THE REIGN 

Or 

DECI US. 
A.II. IOW. 
A.C. 'ad. Al. EMILIINY'S II. 	

• JI-NILIS .‘ QUILINUS. 

DECIUS, being acknowledged as emperor, 
makes his eldest son ( ';esar. 	Ile afterwards gives 
the same title to his other son liostilianus. 

Ile violently persecutes the Christian church. 

A.s.1001. C. MESSIUS QUINTUS TRAJANUS DECIUS Ati,  A. c. Y.O.s ct nes II. 
	 GRATUS. 

This second consulship of Decius supposes a 
14mer, (..ff which we know not the date. 

The 
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The persecution continues with the same vio-
lence all this year. 

The martyrdom of Pope St Fabian. 
Origen long and cruelly tormented by the Pa-

gan magistracy at Caesarea in Palestine. 
The apostacy of a great number of Christians. 

St Paul, the hermit, confines himself to the de-
salts of Thebais. 

Part of the walls of Rome rebuilt by Decius. 
Troubles in Gaul. 
An irruption of the Goths into Illyricum, 

Thrace, and Macedonia. 	L. Priscus joins them, 
and causes himself to be proclaimed emperor. 
Decius the younger is sent by his father to make 
head against the enemies. 	Philippolis in Thrace 
is taken by the Goths. 

DECIUS AUGUSTUS III. A.R.1002. 
Q. HERENNIUS ETRUSCUS MESSIUS DECIUSA•c• 251. 

CESAR. 

DECIUS makes his eldest son Augustus. 
He himself goes to Illyricum. 
Valens emperor for a few days, either in Illyri-

ctn11 or at Rome. 
Valerian, afterwards emperor, is elected censor 

by the senate. 
Decius, after gaining several great advantages 

over the Goths, perishes with his eldest son and 
all his army through the treachery of Gallus. 
'lliis event happened towards the end of the year. 

, 
UsURPERS during the reign of DECIUS. 

L. Paiscus in Illyricum. 	This may be the 
brother of the cmperur Philip. 

Jun's 
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Jumus VALENS, in Illyricum, according to Tre- 
bellius Polio. 	But according to Aurelius Victor's 
manner of expressing himself; Valens would rather 
seem to have been proclaimed emperor in Rome. 

Jot API 	may have lived and reigned even un- 
der the emperor Deciuti  

DEClUS. 

SECT. 	II. 
Liner 1 talistu and confusim of the history of this pe- 

riod. 	The names of Decius. 	lie persecutes the 
Christians. 	An invasion of the Goths. 	L. Pris- 
ms joins them, causes himself to be proclaimed 
emperor, and perishe.s. 	Decius the younger is sent 
by his father against the Goths. 	Decius goes in 
person to Illyricum. 	Valens is proclaimed empe- 
ror and perishes soon after. 	Decius perishes by 
the treason of Gallus. 	Detached transactions. 

unevrtuin. confusion of the time of which I am now THE 
ty ititil en. 
fusion of 
the history not 

writing the history, is ver 	great. 	There is y  
one date of an event. one epoch of the begin- 

" riot! thi' IN.  ning or end of a reign, and scarcely indeed a single 
fact, that is not liable to be disputed. 	Even the 
writers of the Byzantine history fail us; and there 
is a chasm among them, trom the death of Gor- 
dian III. to the reign of Valerian. 	I' this laby- 
rinth, M. de Tillemont's labour is to me a neces- 
stary guide without the assistance of which, 1 
would not dare to cuter it. 

The family of Decius afrords us an example of 
this confitsion. 	The variety of the ry,  mes of his 
sons has made some learned men asetibe tour to 
him. 	Others give him but two. 	The name of his 

wife 
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wife has occasioned many discussions. M. Lebeatt, 
my illustrious co-adjutor in the professorship of 
rhetoric, who, to an exquisite taste in eloquence 
and poetry, joins a profbund knowledge of anti-
quity, has informed me, that the writers the best 
acquainted with the science of medals, admit of 
only two sons of Pecius, the one named Q. Ile-
rennins Etruscus Uessius pecins ; and the other 
C. Valens Ilostilianus Xlessius Quintus ; and that 
as to J)ccius's wile she is always called Herennia 
I:trust-dia. 	This opinion is therefore that which 
I shall abide by. 

Decius was named C. Afessius Quintus Trajanns The names 
Decins. 	11 is family-name. seems to have been or Deciu- 
Ddessius : for this name is found likewise upon the 
medals of his sons. 	Custom, however, has pre-
vailed to distinguish him by the name of Deems, 
which is sometimes preceded by that of Trajan. 
Ili' was born in a village near Sirmium, as I said 
before, and was the first ofthe many princes which 
Illyricum gave to the Roman empire. 

This emperor is very famous in Ecclesiastical='- 
history, as a violent persecutor of Christianity. chtiqi..,6 
For this reason, Christ ian anchors are not favoura- 711.' , 
the to him. The Pagans, on the contrary, load hint 
with praises, which, however, arc but lamely sup. 
ported by facts. Ilis reign was very short ; and it 
must be owned, that history has not preserved any 
thing more memorable in it, than the persecution 
which he exercised against the Christian religion. 

With that too it was that he began his reign. 
Deeins hated the Christians, because Philip had 
protected them ;  and he took the very first op-
portunity to make them feel the effects of that 
aversion : for it was not until atter the middle of 
the Year of ('hrkt 24.4), Oita he became pc lei ,Jilt 
po.:,:pssor tit the empire ; 	and on the t A en! ict it (it 
January 250, pope St Fabian suffered in.irt)rdoln• 
The persecution was ordered by an edict of the 
emperor ; and consequently extended cm .or the 

Vor.. IX. 	 C 	 whole 
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whole empire ; and as all The provinces were full 
of Christians, whose numbers had increased pro-
digiously since the reign of Alexander Severus, 
the consternation which it spread was universal. 

What particularly characterizes this persecu-
tion, which is reckoned the seventh is, that the 
chief aim of the Pagans seems to have been, to 
force the Christians to abjure their religion, by the 
duration of the torments inflicted on them. They 
were kept a long time in close prisons, where they 
were used with the utmost barbarity, and put fre-
quently to the rack, in order to weary out their 
patience, and overcome, by cruel and repeated 
trials, the fortitude of those who were thought to 
be prepared to die with pleasure. 

Such was in particular the treatment inflicted on 
Origen, whose high reputation and great name ex-
posed him remarkably to the hatred of the Pagans. 
This venerable old man, then between sixty-six 
and sixty-seven years ofage, was seized at Caesarea 
in Palestine, and thrown into prison. 	The magis- 
trates of that city were equally attentive to make 
him suffer much, and, at the same time, not to 
take away his life. 	The horrors of a dungeon, 
chains,fetters about his legs, and an iron collar 
round his neck, with the torments of 	rack, and 
menaces to burn him alive, were put in execution 
against that zealous and judicious defender of the 
Christian faith, in hopes of making him aposta- 
tize. 	But the grace of Jesus Christ having sup- 
ported him under these severe sufferings, he was at 
length set at liberty, when the persecution ceased, 
and retired to Tyre, where he died soon after. 

St Babylas of Antioch, and St Alexander of Je-
rusalem died in the prison into which they had 
been thrown fin. the name of Christ. 

Decius had likewise recourse to another cruel 
artifice against the Christians, of which indeed his 
predecessors had set him the example. Concluding 

that 
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that the people would be most easily overcome 
when deprived of the assistance of their pastors, 
he levelled his rage chiefly against the bishops and 
priests. 	He was so sensible how much this policy 
would contribute to the success of his views, that, 
for upwards of a year after the death of St Fa-
bian, he hindered the chusing of a successor to 
that holy pontiff: and even at last, it was entirely 
owing to the rebellions and wars, which necessa-
rily engrossed all his attention, that the clergy 
and people of Rome found means to assemble 
when th, y elected St Cornelius. 

These measures were, undoubtedly, well calcu-
lated to answer the end which Decius aimed at ; 
and, in effect, they succeeded so far, that a great 
number of Christians, weakened and relaxed by a 
peace of thirty--eight years continuance, which had 
been disturbed only by Maximin's transient per-
secution, sunk under that we are now speaking of: 
Many sacrificed to idols : others, to reconcile, as 
they imagined, their conscience with their safety ; 
without actually committing the crime, obtained 
of the magistrates, by means of a sum of money, 
a Certificate attesting their submission to the em- 
peror's edict. 	The wisest of the faithlid, parti-
cularly the laity, whose conditicn did not oblige 
them to remain on the field of battle to oppose the 
enemy, fearing their own weakness, made use of 
the permission granted by Christ in the gospel. 
They fled and dispersed themselves in remote 
places. 	 m The most lit 

is
us of these illustrious fu- 

gitives 	t-i' Paul the hermit, who confined him-
self to the desarts of Thebais, where he remained 
hid, until God, ninety years after, give intbrina- 
I ion  of  him to St Anthony, by an e \ press revelation. 

This violent and fatal mistort une was mdel- ted 
by  the divine goodness, in regard to its duration. 
l he great 	heat of the persecution lasted hut a 
year : and before the cud of the year of C hrist 

( • 9. 	 '250, 
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k50, the confessors, who 	filled 	the prisons of 
Rome, s ere set at liberty. 

iiwasion of 	It was not the mildness or clemency of Decius 
the c't" which weakened the tage of the persecution ; but 

as I have already said, the necessity of affairs, 
and the dangers which threatened the state from 

°`' 	an invasion of the barbarians. 	The Goths passed 
the Danube*, and over-ran Illyricum,Thrace,and 

L. roscus Macedonia. L. Priseus, who commanded in those 
.1),,',',i,t dins, 	(probably the brother of the emperor Phi- 
,cir 0, be lip) was not ashamed to join the armies of tlm 	em- 
procInimol lire. 	lie assumed the purple, and shoved what .....,,,,,,. 
"nit perish. was Fingular and unheard of:---a Ronian emperor .m. 	at the head of an army of Goths. 	Ile (lid not 

long enjoy his vain title, so basely usurped. 	, c 
«afi declaied a public enemy by the senate, and 
killed soon alter ; how, or by whom, Nve know not. 

Desalts ti 	Decius, perhaps then personally employed in 
Youngel;i'4 quieting an insurrection which broke out in Gaul, 
lent aglettAt 
the Gotiv. sent his eldest son, whom he had made Caesar, into 
Eia,. ,. ,' 

Illy i item, to oppose the ravages of the barbarians. Jo 	la 
P 	'). 	,-.. 

Amm ,tral. 	I hat young prince, 'after an alternative of good 
1. 3i• 6 	and bad success, was at last worsted, and could 
i..r.S. not hinder the tioths from taking the city of Phi-

lippopolis in Thrace, in which an hundred thou-
tfand men ale said to have been killed, and from 
whence the conquerors carried off a great many 
pri:,om.ri of illustrious rank. 

Du... 	The importance or the.  war increasini,  daily,' 
g.thi in 	Decius, either five from other cares, or judging 1.4... on to 	. 	 .n,, 	t. 
inp.kno.. tt 	he  most pressi4,,, went himself into 	I Ilyri- 

cum ; and, if' we believe his panegyrist Zosimus, 
he dc feated the Goths in every engagement. 

v..1 I,. i 	Whilst he made war with success against the 
prof luinna barbarians, a new pretender to the throne st a I t('d 
:,:,18::.",ii..,11,111), eitht r iii fl,oiin 	or III vricum ; 	for audio's do 
... 	...in 	 not alter. 
told. 	rail. 
I 	P. Tr. 	' Zer.inill 4, him, gro, iooralwe, cans it the Tigutiq, intend 

or the Dahithe. 
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not agree which of the two it was. 	Valens caus-
ed himself to be proclaimed emperor and perish-
ed at the end of a few days. 

Gallus, not less ambitious, but more expert than Decius pc. 
Priscus and Valens, succeeded better in a like ri Ls= ).4 .,  n 
enterprize against Decius. 	lie was one of theorGantm 
principal officers of the Roman army; and Decius, 
alter several victories gained over the Goths, pur-
posing to cut off their retreat into their own coun-
try, and to extirpate them entirely, that their na-
tion might never more be tempted to invade the 
Roman territories, charged him 	to guard the 
banks of the Danube with a large body of troops, 
whilst he, with the main army, should pursue 
them in the rear. 	The Goths could not have es- 
caped, if they had not been assisted by the tr,nich-
ery of Gallus. That.traitor seized with a passion 
l'or reigning, made proposals to them against his 
master, which were eagerly listened to ; and the 
scheme of laying an ambuscade to surprize and 
kill Decius was settled between them. Tne Goths 
took their post in a great marsh, into which De-
eh's, from his ardour to pursue the conquered, 
and deceived by the false intelligence of Gallus, 
advanced without examining it. 	Thy marsh was 
deep and slimy : and the empery- plunging into 
it with all his army, found himself instantly at- 
tacked by a vast number of enemies. 	Decius is 
said to have shewn on this melancholy occasion' Aurreritt. 
an intrepidity of soul, similar to that which 	his- 
tory commends in Crassits in the midst of his 
mislOrtimes, when b. set in like manner by the 
Parthians. 	\\ c are  told, that the eldest son of 
Deeins, who had just been raised to the rank of 
Augustus, being slain in 	the engagement, this 
heroic lather, tar from 	sinking under his grief, 
imderlook to condbrt his troops, and to animate 
them to act with vigour, by telling them, that the 
loss of a soldier was not the ruin of an army. His 

r :: 	 rourum 
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Fir 	courage was of no avail in this dreadful situation. 
.zot. 	Sunk in the mud, and pierced with darts by 	the 

enemy, who fought at a distance without coming 
to a close en., ag2ment, 	Decius, his son, and all 
the Roman army, both soldiers and officers per-
ished, without excepting a single man. Thus the 
divine justice 	avenged 	tile blood 	or the saints, 
cruelly shed by this violent persecution 	Decius 
reigned little more 	th:oi 	I WO years. 	His 	death 
happened about the end of 	member, or beo

t'
in- 

ui
begin- 

ning'ol December, of the year of Christ '451. 	l-ie 
left a son, Hostilianus, who, as we shall see, be- 
came the spout of the pellidious Gallus. 

1)etaclic,1 	DeCillti is said to have built and dedicated 	the 4,,,,,,,.. 	walls 4)1' it 	: 	which 	plainly 	means 	no 	more L 	lions. 
:,,,,,r. rct. than that 	he 	rebuilt 	a 	part of them, 	which, 	of 

course, required a new dedication. 	For the walls 
or cities were a thing sacred, according to the sit- 

E' 4 errn 	pel'StitiOliti »otions of the Romans. 	Decius also 
built baths or thei ma', either for his own use, or 
for the convenience of the public. 

TH.T.l'oir. 	'1 his 'prince had a regard to decencv of con- 
1" 	duct, and wished for a reformation o. 	manners, 

if we admit, as true, the account which we find in 
the life of 	\ alerian, by Trebellins Pollio. 	We 
are there told, that 	Deeitis, when 	in 	Illyrieum, 
\VI ote to the senate, to order the election of a 
censor, and that the choice fell 	upon 	Valerian, 
who was aftei wards. emperor. 	An 	attention 	to 

11° 	

an affair of this kind does honour to Dock's. But 
we shall speak of this matter more fully, when 
,ve come to the reign of Valerian. 
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PRINCIPAL EVENTS 

OF THE REIGN 

OF 

• GALLUS. 
DECIUS AUGUSTUS III. 	 A.R.1002. 
DECIUS C..ESAR. 	 A.R. 251. 

GALLUS is proclaimed Augustus with Hostili.. 
gnus, the second son of Decius, by the troops of 
Moesia and Pannonia. 

He confers the title of Cesar upon his son 
Volusianus. 

He concludes a shameful treaty with the GOtilS. 

C. VIBIUS TREBONIANUS GALLUS AUGUSTUS "-Milt 
III. 	 A. C. 252. 

C. VOLUSIAN I'S CESAR. 

Galliis goes to Rome. 
A plague over all the empire, wl ii II had be-

gun in the year 2.50. 
Martyrdom of the holy popes Cornelius and 

Lucius. 
Gallus caused Hostilianus to be put to death, 

and pretends that the young prince died of the 
plague. 

He creates his son Volusianus, Augustus. 

C. VOLUSIANUS AUGUTEUS II. 	 A. IL Ino k. 
NI  \MAIL'S. 	 A. C. 2; i. 

The Goths invade 111(x,sia. 
Emilian defeats them, and causes himself to be 

proclaimed emperor. 
Ile 
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He marches his army into Italy. Callus is killed 
with his son, near Interamna, by his own troops. 

USIIIPER under CALLUS. 

M. .Aurimus PLRPERNA LICINIANt'S. 

GALL U S. 

SECT. In. 

T//ESE times were full of revolttiL,is hafil  tit' 
phCS. 	Gallus pretends to honour  tie nu  inn 
&Tills. 1k adopts lloslilianus, the Ardt q.  1)t.1 his, 
(nut mal,es him ill/gust/1s. 	lie coneltaltA a shaine- 
ful treaty will! the Goths. 	Be t,ocs to Bowe. 
lie' abanAns himself to a luxurious ease. 	A 
plaplte rf twelre gears um, ;nuance. Galks perse- 
cutes the church. 	Ile rids himself of 1 iostilianus. 
The Collis again ravage llitsiu. 	Dili/lad drives 
them bark to their own rouilog, and makes him- 
se(f emperor. lle rf,oes to Italy. 	G all.ts is 1,:llcd b4 
his. vie?? troops. 	J'c 1 peillil (,.`1 liMi litr Jr.)* (1.1C it' 
duo. 

UDDEN revolutions,bloody eatastrophes,and 
TheNi • 
fink, i5Cie I. - ) reigns 40 shOlt, ill/11 they only pass, at it were. 
1,1"!')Fr'v"; woolp.wii, (.„,;,,„„ 

rdpidly behne 0111' eyes ; mink the period of which 
I am now treating. 	The Roman empire, at this 

oc.• time, resembl td the wretched royalty of the tenlplc 
Alrub. i. 	

,• o Diana , in the wood of Aricia, which cold( Ix' 
held only by a !Wive who had killed his predeces. 
sof% 	'I'1 , e comma nder!. of the 	armies, 	almost 	all 
p1'1.-ow4  (41' Mettfl r X'  Faction, missed no opportuni 
i 	., 1' d...privintr 	the nein:Al pOSNo;;',01' of the cmpirt 

' bc!lt al h• 	::I • ..1 1 dig-lit y, ;, m1. placed thcimiolves 
u pon hi.> tin one, 	in 	expeciation 	of a 	like 	talc. 

Philip, 
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Philip, Decitts, Gallus, whom we arc now to speak 
of, and Ernilian, who will succeed Gallus, are a 
proof of what I advance. 

C. Vibius Trebonianus Gallus was proclaimed Gftllus Pre- 

1`0:!‘s,,,̀. ." emperor without difficulty, after the death of De-, .1 	the 
eius, by the troops of Akesia and Pannonia. 	He memory of 
was a native of the island of Meninga, now Gerbi,1k6" 
on the coast of Africa, and proved himself, by his 
conduct, a true son of that perfidious mother. 
Kim-  cutting off Decins by a base and horrid z)s. r" 
treachery, he pretended to honour his mentory11T.;.: 
and ord,  red him and his eldest son to be ranked 
among the god F. 	This was a policy constantly 
practised by all the usurpers of the throne, to dis- 
guise their crime. 	Maximin had paid the same 
emnpliment to Alexander, Philip paid it to Gor- 
dian III. and Decius himself, to 	Philip. 	Callus 
went fatther. 	Though he had a son, known in 	He Moot 
history by the name 	of Volusianus, he adopted 	!ils7itiilie :1; 
I lostilia»us the son of Decius, and conferred upon of Dccius. 
Iilli the title of Augustus. 	We may even suspect aaind  ''1''Irs 

that he began with causing Hostilianus to be de- Album 
dared Augustus, as beingthe son of the last empe-
ror; and that it was tinder pretence of becoming his 
guardian. on account of his minority, that he cans-
cd him,elf to be invested with the titles of the so- 
VerVi f2:11 power. 	Philip had set him the example 
of this trick. 	But however that may have been, 
certain it is, that. Gallus, ruder a shew of honour 
and good-will towards Hostilianus, concealed the 
base and detestable desi,oi of murdering him. 

Ile had bcen too well served by the Goths torte c,,n- 
rcal. them as enemies: and as his interest likewise (17,,11̀ 'ZI'1i,1  

called him 	to 	Hume, he corKluded a shameful tr.ty•-ith 
peace with them, permittirr- 	them 	to return 	to tx11;',.c;"'''.  
their own country with ad :licit. booty, and even 
to carry with thorn a great number of illustrious 
prisoners; promising also to pay them annually a 
tribute in gold. 	Alter having thus sold the 	ho- 

nou r 
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u„ go 	t„nour of the empire to the barbarians, be repaired. 
Ronw• 	to Rome, where he had already been acknow-' 

]edged: 	the senate, in 	those 	unsettled 	times 
readily submitting to the law of the strongest. 

3T o ,stir,- 	An empire acquired by such means as Gallu 
domi him- made use of; requires activity and vigilance to keep 
. or to a 	• a. 	Gallus abandoned himself to effeminacy, luxe- , -luxurious 	

. 

• J. 	ry, and indolence ; 	spewing only sonic small at- 
tension to the capital, and neglecting all the rest' 

I 	of his vast monarchy. 	Accordingly, his reign is 
scarcely known, except by the miseries which the, 

- 	empire suffered under it, by the ravages of the 
!sine barbarians, and particularly by a dreadibl plague, 

t.'"  fre w hich havin g' begun in the year 2.50, raged with rs can. 	 b 
.7,,v. 	great violence in 252, and continued for ten yea'  

1{.1.003.al ter. 
. 	Gallus and Volusianus, whom his father ha 

made con,ul with himself, and Augustus, acquired 
.r. r;.-t. some honour among the inhabitants of Rome, by 

the care which they took of the burial of those that 
were carried off by the distemper, without except- 
ing even the meanest of the people. 	Rut it is 
not said that they ever thought of seeking for a 
remedy', or of giving the necessary orders to sto 
the contagion, and prevent its spreading. 

A per- 	They amused themselves with having recourse 
ales the  their fake gods by sacrifices, which they ordered'. ,,,i, to he ollcre(l up through all the empire : and it is 

very prohable that this was what revived the per-
secution against the Christians, who fidl of zeal 
for the real welfare of the state, would not add to 
tlw awer of the true God, who is the sole arbiter; 
:.ind di ;pen,er 	of blessings 	and 	misliouncs, by; 
Joining ill those 	sacrilegious 	ceremonies. 	Thisi 
persecution, which may be looked upon as a con-1 
titillation of !hat of Decius, procured the crown oft 

_ 	martyrdom tot wo holy popes,Cornelinsand Lucius. i 
hi.,170,,r 	The plague happened very ,  oi.portunely, to cloak' 
11, -tilia- 	the execution or Gallus's designs against, the life 
nu,. 	I loitilianus. 	lle was afraid that the name of (.,,..,..N 
4,,,.. ru 	 citlSA 
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cius would be a powerfbl recommendation in fa- 	• 
your of this young prince, am'. that it might in- 
duce the soldiery to give him the power, as \veil 
as the title and honours of the imperial dignity. 
Be therefore sought an opportunity of getting rid 
of a rival who gave him umbrage. 	The contagion 
fbrnished him .• ith this opportunity ". 	He pro- 
bably' poisoned 	Hostilianus, and then gave out, 
that he died of the plague. Perhaps Volusian may 
not have been raised to the rank of Augustus,until 
alter Hostilianus's death: and in that case we may 
reasonably suppose, that the son 	of Gallus tilled 
the vacant place, and succeeded to the spoils of 
the son of Decins. 

If we believe Zosimus, the barbarians, Scythi- Ti'r Gatlat.  
ans, Borans, But gundiabs t, Carpians, committed ig•tinl

ra.  ' 
as great ravages as ihe pkgue in all the provinces  .,7f.'e l'''' 
of the empire. 	But the incursions of which that 	zc.).  
writer speaks, belong rather to the reign of Vale- 	IL  
rian. 	That which happened in the time of Gal- 
lus, was a new invasion of the Goths, who, whe-
ther the tribute which had been promised them 
had not been exactly paid, or whether from their 
natural restlessness, passed the 	Dainthe, and de- 
solated .Mtesia, hurtling its 	towns and 	killing its 
inhabitants, or carrying them away captives, with 
an immense booty. 

Emilian, by birth a 'Moor, and of very low ex.:  
traction, Intl: who, nevertheless, had been consul; ti  
perhaps already twice t, commanded at this time  to 

the 
 t  
cirn con- 

1 
9 zo-iim us, on one hand, says, that G:dlus Put Ilostilian 

to tit Ali : and on the other. Aurelius, Victor declares, that I los- 
tilianos died of the plague. 	\  (' may 	C:1411y suppi)se that the  r" 
one related the alEdr as it actually was, nod th.it tiro other Fol. 
limed the thIse repolt published by the murderer. 

1.  Thew llurrinuliaus are not those who 'Molded the Mug, 
rim; of Burgundy in Gaul: 	but they 	ts ere undoubtedly 
branch of the same nation. 

I  Mention is made of an /Emilianus who was consul in the 
year of Christ 144, and of  an M.:1 milianuN mho Iva, consul 
fin. the seemd time, it) ?..49. 	I ,,ec no reason why both the -e 
con!..ublitlit  way not be wicribed to the A-mil-4u ire are `peal:. 
lug  of. 
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ria. Epit.  the Roman troops in Mee.,.ia. 	This general under- Elltrop.  
zo, N. za. stood the art of war ; and his ambition told him, 
ttar.. 	that he was as worthy of the empire as Gallus. 

He thought that he had only to atchieve some 
glorious exploit, in order to merit it ; and ob-
serving, that his troops were discouraged, he en-
deavoured to rouse their former ardour, not only 
by urging to them motives of duty and honour, 
but also, by promising that they should have the 
pension which was ignominiously paid to the bar- 
barians. 	This argument succeeded. 	His soldiers, 
flattered with such hopes did wonders. 	They de- 
feated the Goths in Mmsia, and even pursued 
them into their own country, beyond the Oantibe, 
where they engaged them again,cut their army 
in piecer, and mem erect all the booty which had 
been carried oil' from the Roman province. 	The 
conqueror Emilian was proclaimed emperor by 
his army 	He lost no time to make good his pre- 
tensions, but hastened his march, to Italy. 

Gallus, in great consternation, sent Vale' ian to 
irt-goe. 	the Rhine, to bring him the legions of Gaul and 
In Itrily. 	

Germany 
   .   	, 	• 

( on,,„ i,, 	, 	wh i lst lit• hmiselladvanced against the 
killtil by 	enemy, at the head of the troops he then had with 
hiR own 
troops. 	him. 	The two armies met near Interamna, now 

Terni, in 	Umbria; 	and that of Gallen, finding 
itself' much inferior, and besides, having no great 
esteem fin- its chief; put an 	end 	to the strife, by 
killing hiin and his son, and coming voluntarily 
over to Emilian. 

Gallus had reigned about. two years. 	Emilian 
nu,??. 	was not the first rival that rose up against him. 

Onv M. A ufidius Perperna Licinianus had taken 
r 	 ien„,, the title of Awn stns some time befOre : but Iii‘, ,-, 
an 11,  iliTtr ill concerted ewe' prise was stifled in its birth. 
ors li w 
'too.. 

ENIII LAN 
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EM1LIAN. 

c. VOLUSIANUs AtiousiTs II. 	 A.R.10o1, 
	 MA:ZIM.,S. 	 A. C. 2.;.1. 

S E C T. IV. 

.1Cmiiian is acknowledged Emperor bt/ the senate. 
Ills mild and moderate conduct. 	Valerian is pro- 

' 	claimed emperor In, the troomr he was leadinf; to 
the aAsistanee of Gul!. 	Emiliun is ktlled by 
his own soldiers. 

C or M. Julius tEmilianus, whom wt shall Ewa= ig 
• call only Emiliab, made but a very short ap-a,T.dw-eni.  pc:trance upon the stage, his reign not lasting four p,ror by 

nioi.ths. 	He ought, however, to be ranked among 	Z.8(2,"tc-,  the emperors, since he was acknowled‘,:ed by the 	E.  0 rop. 	. 
senate, who, after having declared him a public r" "erg- 
vnemy at the request of Gallus, conferred upon 
him all the titles of the imperial power, now that 
they saw him conqueror. 	Emilian had taken care 
to conciliate the affection of that body, by letters 
sent limn Illyricum immediately after his election 
by the army. 	tic therein declared, that he looked 
upon himself as the licutetrutt of the senate, to 
whom he would leave the whole authority of the 
go% crinent, restricting himself to the command 
a the at miss. 	Ile promised to establish peace itt 
the empire, by tlelivcritit Thrace, and the neil0i-
bottling provinces, front the incursion or the bat. 
barians, and by making war against the Persians, 
v ho begian twain to disturb the Fast by some acts •  

or 
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or hostility. 	We 	may ea,;ily believe, that 	thil7 
submissive language, which expressed such good 
intentions, had already made a favourable impres-
sion upon the senate, and that his subsequent suc-
cess determined their stOrages. 

mu 	I:milk:it kept his word, at least in part. 	He 
,,i,..10- conducted himself ill Rome with great modesty o.. cii 
t. 

	

	and mildness, and his behaviour was so extreme- 
ly popular, as to be mistaken by the soldi ry for 
meanness of spirit, and forgetfidness of his rank. 
Fear may perhaps have some share in his great 
slim of moderation : for he had not one moment 
of peace. 	He was no sooner delivered bout Gal- 
lus, than he saw another more formidable rival 
rise up against him in the person of Valerian. 

tcr:an ; 	This senator had 	long held an illn.trious rank 
v:.,.ii.1,.,1 in 	Rome, and 	enjoyed 	a 	very great 	reputation. 
P',..''''.r.:1 ' 	Gallus had ordered him, as I ob-,erve(1 before, to 
i .1) ho 	bring him the troops from Gaul and Germany to 
'c'"11"gticfend hint against Emilian. 	Valerian pertbrined ots  
,o,0 or his 	commission 	Iitiihttilly`: 	but before 	he 	could 

11"-' 	rejoin his 	master, this last was killed. 	It was 	in 
JZII:etia that he learnt the news of Galltis's death: 
and the army which he was then conducting,  sec-
ing a leader of great reputation at I heir head, and 
disdaining the obscurity of Emilian's birth, seized 
the occasion which otf..ied of making an emperor, 
and 	prochtimed 	Valerian, 	Augustus. 	It is not 	. 
said, NV  heilicr Valerian himself had any share 	iit 
this determination of the soldiers, or whether he 
made any show of opposing  it. 	Ile  was  judicious  
enough 	not to be very de-irous of 'the empire, 
and frank enough to comply with the de,ires of 
those that elio,e 	him, with 	a good 	grace, and 
without any hypocritical 	reluctance. 	Ile there- 
fiv(' put himmeli.  at 	their head, and marched to- 

'arils Rome. 	Iii 	he had no Occasion to tight. 
Emdian e% p:, ricneed the same title as Gallus. 

) 	His soldiers had a great esteem for the enemy' ,  
general. 
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general, than for their own emperor : and at thC iii.  Tvn ..soid 'ors. same time, they were sensible of the inequality of 
their forces. 	They therefbre resolved to rid 
themselves of Emilian ; and accordingly they 
killed him at Spoleto, whither he had advanced 
to meet his adversary. 	Valerian, conqueror with- 
out having drawn his sword, or perhaps everi seen 
the camp of his antagonist, was unanimously ac-
knowledged throughout the whole empire. 

PRINCIPAL EVENTS 

OF TIIE REIGN 

or 

VALERIAN. 

C. VOLUSIANUS AUGUSTUS II. 	 .'1. R. 
	 MAXIMus. 	 A.C. 

loll.. 
.2.;.t. 

VALERIAN, proclaimed emperor by the sol-
diers, is acknowledged by the senate, % 110 confer 
the title of Caesar upon his son Gallicnus. 	Vale-
rian gives him that of Augustus. 

P. LICINIUS VALERIANUS II. i 	 A.R. AU P. LICINIUS GALLIENUS 	 X,. 	A. C'. 2%.1.
S 

100',:.. 

• 
The empire attacked on all sides by the bar-

barians. 
Valerian sends his son Gallicnus into Gaul, 

giving him Postliumus for his moderator and as-
sistant : and he himself undertakes to defend the 
countries On the east of Italy. 

Sonic place under this year Aurc!ian's exploit 
against the Franks, which we hare spoken of in 
the reign of Gordian III. 

P. LICISIT's 
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A.R. tonu. P. Licimos V2.1 ERIANUS M. ) A.t .. 2:, -.. 	 e Acc,c. P. LICINIU'i GALIENUS H. 	3 

We find und?r this year a Carsar named Vale-
riar, who seems to have been the second SOD Of 
the emperor. 

A.R.I007. 	VIANfNii:•. 
.t.c. %,:oi. 	..... 	CLA:;1.10. 

A. victory ov.1‘ the Germans, for which Cal- 
lienus 	took 	the 	title 	of Gernumicus 	Ara.rihius. 
This victory in::y have been gained by the help 
of Aurelian, who was afterwards emperor. 

Gallientts 	treats 	with 	one 	of 	the 	German 
princes, who engai::es to hinder his countrymen 
from passing the Rhine. 

If there be 	any truth in what Z inaras says or 
GaMenus's gaining a victory near Milan, with ten 
thousand men, over three hundred thousand Ger-
mans; we may place that event either under this 
year, Or. perhaps more probably, under the first 
year in which Gallienus enjoyed the sovereign 
power alone. 

.A.R. 
A' (' 

10013. 	P. Ln:INP.S V.U.ZRIAN173 1V. )-Acct. 237. P. 1,1i.V.It'S GALLIENUS 111. 	j 

Valerian,  W 11 o at  first 	favoured the Christians, 
begins 	this year to persecute them, being per- 
suaded 6,7(.4,0  by 	Macrian. 	This persecution, 
which is the eighth, continued until the 	end of 
Valerian's rei!2n. 

By his or&,0:, I.c conducts the war against the 
Goths, who ravaged Illv:•icuni and Thrace. 	Clau- 
dius 	and 	,1 in eliau, 1v1:0 	Were alkINValTh 	;11W- 
ror,, si...ralize 	them-,•kcs in 	thi4 	war. 	l'icHus, 
thin 	‘riv 	pinup., 	acquires 	great 	t;l(,ry 	in 	it, 
'houh in an inf,..rior command, 

AIL \ I M 1115 
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NIEAt ult.'s Fuscus. 	 A.R.1009. 

A. C. 2.15. 	 BASSI'S. 

Valerian at Byzantium. 
Aurelian, adopted by U Ipius Crinitus, was con-

sul with him during part or this year. Their con-
sulate began on the twenty-second of May. 

The Persians, solicited by Cyriades, a titgitive, 
enter Mesopotamia, take Nisibis and Carrhw, 
penetrate into Syria, and make themselves mas-
ters of Antioch, which they plunder and sack. 

Cyriades takes the titles ofCtesar and Augustus. 
Incursions of the Scythian Borans, who seize 

upon Trebizond. 
The martyrdom of pope St Sixtus, of St Lau-

rence, and of St Cyprian. 

	 tEmILLIAN US. A.R.1010. 
	 BASSUS. 	 A. C. 	2.',1). 

Cyriadcs perishes, after having reigned a year 
in Syria. t 

Valerian at Antioch. 	lie restores that city. 
Bithynia ravaged by Scythian~. 	V.Ileridn sets 

out in order to chastize them : but they had al-
ready retired when he arrived in Cappadocia. 
Ile returns to Antioch. 

Gallicnus's eldest son, Valerian, is made Cesar. 

. 	 SECI'LARTS. 	 A. Tt.1011. 
	 DONATUS. 	 A. C. 239. 

Valerian is defeated by Sapor, in NIesopota-
milt, and afterwards made prisoner at an inter-
view %%ith the conqueror. 

IIis captivity was long, and loaded 	with 	the 
most ignominious treatment. 

Ust.amt under the reign of VALERIAN. 
(. vaiAnEs in Syria. 

Vol.. IX. 	J.) 	 VALERIAN. 
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VALERIAN. 

SECT. V. 

P.  ALL: 111 /1A.' , universally esteemed befw e he teas 
carpel or, soon finds himself unequal 16 that aii,ni- 
ty. 	Ile had probity, but wanted talents. ilehtn-, 
choly state of the empire when Valerian began hiv 
reign. 	Ile makes his son Gallienus Augustus. 
Ills flintily. 	Ile scuds Gallienus into Gaul egainst 
the Germans, giving him Posthmizus for his cowl- 
sellw• and direct°, . 	Gallienus acgaiws honour in 
that command. 	Valerian is successful, by his 
generals, against the barbarians who ravaged II- 
/yricum. 	Asia Minor ravaged at different times 
by the incursions of the Scythian nations. 	Vale- 
rian's negligence and inactivity. 	The plague con- 
tinues to desolate the empire. 	The I 	s'ian war. 
C;yriudes a traitor and an usurper. Antioch taken 
by 11w Pe; shots. 	Cyriades perishes. 	I alerian 
;foes to Antioch, and repairs that city. 	He is de- 
frated by Sapor, and made prisoner at an inter- 
view. 	Sapw's base treatment of him. 	I'alerian, 
though naturally of a good disposition, permeates 
the Citric/tans. View of that persecu(ion, which is 
reckoned die eighth. The beginning of Christianity 
anion,',..,  the Goths and other barbarians. 

Valt•rinii. 	T EVER did any 	prince ascend the throne ii,,;,, r idly 
rHI twilit II 	4 	ss ith a better reputation than Valerian, nor 
"'" I' 	W' itlt inure sincere and more universal co»gratula- 

„.; ,,`„:11 , 	tions from all orders of the state. 	Born of au illw- 
1..44 him- f rious family, tried in all 	civil 	and 	military 	em.. 
h ,Il 	intr. 
fl Id WOO ploy merits, the wcitrht of which he had supported' 
ii .iiit) . 	with dignity; lie had arrived at the highest &glee 
1%00. Val. 
1, 4- '2, of 
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of consideration and fiune that a private person 
could possibly aspire to. 	Tnough honoured with 
the consular dignity, possessed of the first rank 
among all the senators, and appointed the deputy 
of Gordiaus to the senate, when they were elect- 
ed emperors in Africa ; all this did him still 	I .ss 
honour, than the manner in which he was chosen 
censor. 

(7,,ri it , r J•  ' '  

Since the establishment of the imperial power 
the authority of the censorship had almost al,var, 
been united to the supreme authority. 	Paulo,: 

pr_va.e persons ,%ho and Plancus were the two last 	 i 	t 
bore that office together, about twenty•two yelN 
befbre the common Christian :era ; Augustus oc-
ing then in peaceable possession or the empire. 
Claudins made Vitellius his associate in the lime-
tions.of censor : but since that time, the emperors 
had always reserved to themselves the exercise of 
that office, though they did not usually take the 
title of it. 	Decius, purely out of zeal fo.• the IT- 
limitation of manners, thought it would be most 
proper to commit that important trust to some 
private person, who, not having anv oilier objeet. 
in view, might apply himself xvholly 	to it ; and 
accordingly, without fearing to disconnect it front 
the imperial power, he wrote to the senate, whilst. 
he was in lllyricum, engaged in a war against the 

7•„ z,/. 

Goths, ordering them to appoint a 'censor. 
As soon as the prLutor, who presided in the as-

sembly during the absence of the two I /ecii, both 
emperors and consuls, had read the orders winch 
he had received, there was no need °fan:  delibe- 
ration. 	Every One, ummimous in tavour of Vale- 
rian, 	instantly cried' out, ” Valerian's 	life 	is 	a 
‘• perpot nal eenson,hip. 	To him, ‘‘lio 	is 	better 
,, 	than all others, it 	belongs 	to jii,1,,,.(t 	all 	others. 
.... Valerian, from his infancy, ha, be( n a respeeta- 
" bie censor, by the integrity of his conduct ; a 
" wise senator, modest, and sedate; a filend to the 

f.4 	 ivod, 
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" good, and an enemy to oppressors ; making war 
" against vice. We will have him for our censor ; 
" him we propose to imitate. More illustrious by 
46  his merit, than by the nobleness of his blood; 
" his conduct shows innocency of manners, and a 
" sublimity of sentiments. 	He is a matchless ex- 
" ample, and venerable antiquity is revived in 
" him." These acclamations, often reiterated, at 
length concluded with the declaration of the general 
Consent. " We are all of this opinion," cried they ; 
and this was the tbrm of the decree of the senate. 
' Valerian was then with the army. 	Decius no 

sooner received the decree of the senate, than he 
sent for him ; and in presence of the chief offi-
cers of his court, which he had assembled, he no-
tified to him his election, giving him at the same 
time an account of the extent of the authority of 
his office. "Valerian, said he, you have reason to 
" think yourself happy in being honoured, as you 
" are, by the suffrages of the senate ; or rather in 
" possessing all their esteem, all their affection, 
" and all their hearts. 	Receive the authority of 
" censor, which you alone are capable of exec-
" rising worthily, and which the Roman republic 
" confers upon you over all its members, to judge 
" their conduct. You are to decide who are wor-
" thy to keep or to acquix the rank ofsenators ; 
" you arc to restore the Equestrian order to its 
" ancient splendour, ; you are to take cognizance 
" of the public revenues, and you are to grant 
" the leases of them. 	The troops arc to be sub- 
" ject to inspection ; you are to judge even the 
" judges themselves, the officers of our palace, 
46  and those who hold the greatest places 	in the 
" state. 	In a word, except the pr;pket of the 
" city, the consuls in office, the king the 	saeriii- 
" ces, and the chief vestal, provided she thithfully 
" preserves her honour; all rank,, and every pri. 
44  vale person, are to be subject to 	our controul ; 
" and even those who are exempt from it, are ne- 

yenthelei, 
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" vertheless not to fail to make it their duty to 
" please you." 

Valerian, far from being dazzled with the splen-
dour of so high a post, conferred upon him in so 
flattering a manner, felt only its weight, and beg-
ged to be excused from accepting it. "Great and 
" venerable emperor, saidlie, do not force me to 
" undertake that which suits only with your au- 
" gust dirrb 	• nity 	The censorship is an imperial 
" iiinction, which a private person cannot execute. 
" As to myself in particular, I am thoroughly sen- 
" sible how much I am unequal to so high an of- 
" fice. 	I even know not but that time situation of 
" affairs may render it impracticable for me: aild 
" in the state in which I see mankind at present, 
" I scarcely believe them capable of reformation." 

Here our author stops, without infbrming us .4  
whether Valerian's excuses were received, or whe-
ther Decius constrained him to take the censorship. 
It it evident,however

' 
 from the transactions which 

followed, that even it'Valerian was censor, he can-
not have exercised that authority long; for Decito 
perished soon after; and a strict censorship ‘t mild 
have been very ill-timed under Gall's . w ho aban-
doned himself to effeminacy and indolence. 

Such was Valerian, when he was ra i,  oil to thr c m.. 
pire. 	The senate and the people or the provinces 
Joyfully approved of the choice of the soldiery ; 
and if every individual had been indido;ed with 
the liberty of naming an emperor, Valerian would 
have been sure of all their sulIrages. 	This merit, 
so universally esteemed, was, however, not found 
equal to the imperial (I linty. 	Vale' iao, thou :2 11 

1) 3 	 lie 
• \ alerian is styled fiwinerig ceii ,or in the 	he, inning a a 

frakottent that remains or his lire 	by 	Fri.belliik : 	but it ii nn- 
certain K heater the first words (if the ft inouelit are that litlit1111'.1, 

om n ; and, besides, Trcbellius is MA 	‘, t) exact a It titer th.it Ut 
4/1101t to tape his expressimo met. liter,dly. 	Vali rian%; li: % in 
been elected to the censorship might sow tit him a in I t Lail 
iqual,,tioil lilt edlling him vcn:or. 
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be had distinguished himself' in inferior employ-
ments, was not able to support the sovereign 
authority.: so that we may justly apply to him 
what Tacittts says of Galba *, that while he was 
a private person, he appeared superior to a pri-
vate station ; and if he had never been emperor, 
he would have been unanimously judged worthy 
of' the empire. 

TV' hld 	I t' probity were sufficient for the government of 
rtit 	a vast monarchy, \ alelian would doubtless have 
t,a,,,ac. 	been a great prince. 	He had an uncommon sim- 
d rel"".d.rlicity of manners, was upright, and of an open 1,<,(—?. 

dispoAtion. 	lie loved justice, was carefid not to 
oppreyi the people, and not only listened readily 
to good counsels, but honoured those who gave 
them. 	Ile even possessed a qualification of great 
importance in a sovereign prince; he loved to pre-
fer merit : and it is remarked, that a great many 
military officers whom he employed in high com-
mands, either became emperors, or, having usurp-
ed the sovereign power, acted in such a manner, 
that the only thing they could be blamed for, was 
the ill( (r,a1 means by which they had assumed that. 
dignity. 

The qualities we have mentioned are truly wor-
thy of great praise : but the act of governing re-
9 lin eS also talents which Valerian bad not ; a su-
periority of views, firmness of courage, act ivit y of 
executi‘m, a knowledge of the depths of the hu- 
man 	heal t, and 	a wise distrust of the snares of' 
the crafty. 	Valerian had a very confined (Ind er- 
qanding, was weak, slow, and credulous; and in 
consequence of these defects, his reign was one' 
eolitioutd series of inisfnrtunes, and ended at last 
in a most ignominious catastrophe. 

NI, I inchn- 	It is true, the empire was in a most deplorable 
"f  " 	f.ituation when Valerian took the reins of govern- or 1 yt 

u II,  ,i V 1.. - itit'llt. 	The intestine divisions of the Romans; the i 	ii 	I. 	g 	ii 
hi 	1 ii.11. 	 cullEinlial 

'' MHOr itriVtan '. kiPt, Jinn 	priVattic Alit 	A• 	olniCum 	cc .- 
/wit,  ii v,Iht‘ 11111)(1'1 j  uibi imperac:-ct. 	Tire. Hisl. I. V). 

   
  



BOOK XXVI.] 	VALERIAN. 	 39 

continual dethroning of emperors, who fell almost 
as soon as they were made ; the frontiers left ex-
posed by the necessity which the armies were tin-
der, of causing the princes, whom they had cho-
sen, to be acknowledged in Rome; the care which 
those princes themselves were obliged to take, in 
order to establish their infant authority, and,  if 
possible, prevent revolts : so many.  united causes 
weakened the state exceedingly, and exposed it to 
the prey of the barbarians. The Germans became 
extremely formidable on the Rhine ; the Goths, 	' 
the Burgundians,,the Carpians, were dreaded on 
the Danube ; other Scythian nations over-run and 
ravaged Asia; and the Persians attacked the pro- 
vinces of the East. 	The immense extent of the 
empire seemed only to furnish an opportunity for 
fresh wars and new enemies. 	A few years after-
wards, Claudius II. Aurelian, Probus, triumphed 
over equal, and even greater obstacles and dan-
gers: but the superiority of their genius furnished 
them with resources, which the weak Valerian 
knew not either how to find or how to use. 

At the same time that Valerian was acknow- Ito ma, 
ledged by the senate, his son Gallimm , who was :',‘,, li'," (Itial- l. then at Home, was declared Ca'sar. 	Valerian now,;,,,, ,.... 	- 
made him Augustus,and thereby raised to an equa- fri:;7"P;ik 
lity with himself a youth of about eighteen or 	11-  
twenty years of age, who, with a good understand- 
ing, had the worst and basest heart that ever was 
known in history. 	As Valerian's tinnily was very 
numerous, it may not be improper to give some 
account of'it here, in order to throw a light upon 
what we shall hereafter have occasion to say. 

Valerian, 	whom 	inscriptions 	call 	P. Licinitiotthramo:,  
Valerianus, was twice married. 	By his first mar- 	.1‘I'". "' 
riagc he had P. Licinius Gallienus, this last name 
being borrowed from his grandfather by the mo. 
ther's side, who was an 	illustrious man in the 
republi .. 	 ilorian's second wife was Mariniana, 

i1 4 	 who 
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who is only known liy- the medals which declare 
filer apiitheosis. 	By her he had two sons, both of 
'whom .c ere All.:_insii, Valerian the younger, and 
Egnatius *. 	'1 he e princes had children, who are 
Dot known in hit tort. 	Gallienus married Salo-
riina, and had Ily her at h ast two sons, both of 
NvItom bore, together with other names, that of. 
Silonintis, and were 	hum 	with 	the title of 
( tPsar. 	We call I he one X alcrian, and the other 
s;diminns. 

He 9'11'15 	'flue emperor Valerian, seeing hims,lf upon •a ciao.- 
int, caul, tnrone attacked On every side, took measures for 
''','"'"' " 	g 'voppisin 	all his enemies. 	He sent his son Gal- c. rims, 	. 
g

'"i,, 
.1t g Nth 11 en IP; 	into Gaul    to oppose the Cc' mans, whilst 

""ur. hi, himself undertook to repel the 'Sep loans, who to. 	biiaA. 
hi tant. 	lit.'‘a dated ID) rienm and Asia. 
z . 4. 	G 	 iallieme, was I tit yowl.. 1 n the commission his t., ci. li or, father entrusted him with. 	llowt.N•er, though he 

was not deficient in military courage, as he was in 
sentiments of honour and virtue,Valei lint gave 
him only the ni.me and honours of general, and 
joined to him, as his counsellor and conductor, 
Posthuntus, who was well ,tilled in the art 01 %val., 

ror• ,t , i ,  t. and who :diet wards fo•ttnied 	the title of Augus- 
tus, and 	reigned 	with glory in Gaul. 	1 le had 
thoughts of ,'tiny; this 	comnission to Anrclian, 
who was alto ‘vaids emperor: but he Bared the 
consequences a his too great sevei ity. "illy son," 
, aid he, in a It tier to a Iliend, who was sin pi ized 
at the pre erence given to Poqlitituus, 	" 14 )et 
" VW'S' yOling, and hut a child. 	1. here k a great, 
44  deal of le% ity in this manner of thinl,imi: and act- 
.' ing. 	1 w ziE; apprehen ,ive,1 confess,lcq A urcli:111, 

" %,, hose 

I fellow M. de Tilh mrntt in what I f .3• of V. lefillICA fain;- 
IN , though I am not illnorant that hi. mccoont h i ,  its ditfienitn 4. 
I III' 1 ft 	it 	i. 	AO 1111101 	ht :Vexed. al d of : o little 	imp)) Itawc: 
tint 	I 	havP then' lit 	it n est aril i . tic to 	:11•:111. it 	tit. „piiii„ii 

a I 1 1C4111/( a and mat t a writtr., without, him ev:. r, t in !IL mg lor 
it r cilt.tint v. 
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whose severity is well known, should carry his 
" rigour too iitr in regard to him." 	,,Gallienus,cailienu, 
directed by Posthumus, was successful against =resin  
the Germans. 	These Germans, as they are here that corn- 
called, were probably Franks'', who, about this'a`,1;.ro,  
time, xvhen they were first known to exist, are3.6:  4. 
01i en poken of under a name then more common. 
Some earned men refer to the time we are now 
speaking, the advantage which Aurelian gained 
over them when he was only a tribune. 	But that 
event, in our opinion, belongs more properly to 
the reign of Gordian III. under which we have 
accordingly placed it. It is probable that Aurelian, 
whom Valerian himself; in one of his letters, calls 
the Restorer of Gaul, had arrived to a higher rank 
utuLT this prince ; that he commanded a detach-
ment of the army under Gallien US and Posthumus, 
and that he signalized his command by some vic-
tory of greater note than his first exploits. Some 
medals infirm us of a victory over the Germans, 
m Inch procured Gallienus the title of Cfcrmanicus 
.3Ta.rinws. 

thillienum, to secure 	the tranquillity or Gaul, 7,4. 
joined a negi,tiation to his arms ; and, .flier hum-
bling the pride of the Germans, in several engage- 
m mts, 	he made an alliance with one of their 
princes, who not only agreed never more to pass 
th.. Rhine himself, but also engaged to hinder his 
emintrymen from passing it. 

This is all the account we are able to give of 
what (; allienus did in Gaul durine, the reign of his 
father; or ember, of what Aurelian and Postlm- 
mils did under his name. 	Zonaras say,, that Gal- 7  
helms ilktinguishe I 	himself likewi,e by a %cry 
signal 	exploit 	in 	Italy. 	With 	ten 	thousand 
men, according to that writer, he deli zited three 
hundrcil thotband Germans, near Milan. 	The 

thing 
1  7imara3 %,t)$ po4tircly, that Gallica 111 MAO Vi ar Mani the 

Fran qty. 
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thing is hardly credible ; and even the little like-
lihood of truth that may seem to be in it, ought 
to be referred to a later period. 

vakri3n is The war was carried on with equal vigour in 

Lyeesi"I lus go.  l I lyrieum. 	 z, The nations bordering upon the Da- 
nera),,, 
agsingt the 
barbariuns 

11111/e 11.ul over-ran all that vast country, and ra-
vaned    it with great cruelty. 	Valerian, who had 

who in- 
vaT4'-'4 	 I- hi inan. 
ii.„F. A„,.d. 

proceeded to Byzantium, in order to be nearer the 
 enemy, employed against them several generals, 

the most illustrious of whom were Claudius and 
Tr(

nd
6' lL  na. 

ray. Pro& 
Aurelian, both afterwards emperors. 	Aurelian 
in particular, gained a great victory over the 
Goths ; as a reward for which he was honoured 
with the consulship. 

Probiis, who likewise rose afterwards to the im-
perial dignity, was then too young to be able to 
command in chief: but he already distinguished 
himself by all the excellent qualities of a noble 
soul, and by his military valour. 	Valerian had 
made him tribune before the usual age, and he had 
DO reason to repent of that action. 	In a battle 
against the Sartnatians and the Quadi, Probus 
pertbrmed prodigies of valour, and merited a civic 
crown, by delivering out of the hands of the bar • 
barians, Valerius Fiaccus, a young man of high 
birth, and related to the emperor. 

Aqill Mt- Illyricum being thins secured against the inetn - 
nor ii ra- sons of the Goals, by the exploits of these great 
viwea tit 
dilli rent men ; the emperor next attended to the securit v 
Fin141, by of Asia Minor, which was become a prey to swarms 
1!“' inc,m,'" mons 4,,. tde of other barbarians, nations of Scythia, among 
seyt iii whom are mentioned in particular •the Borans. 
nation,.  Their ravages first began on the side of Phasis 

and Colehis, whether they arrived by sea. 	They 
had no vessels of their own, but they burl owed 

ry. them from the inhabitants oCBosphorus. 	Zosinms 
observes, that whilst the small state of Bosphot us 
had its own hereditary kings,those princes, who 
were allies and friends of' the Romans, and traded 

with 
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with them, and received presents from them, 
hindered the Scythians from invading the territo-
ries of the empire : but that the sceptre having 
fallen into unworthy hands, by the extinction of 
the royal family ; the new sovereigns, being but 
ill established, and wanting courage, were afraid 
of the menaces of the Scythians, and not content 
with allowing them a passage, Ihrnished them also 
with ships. 	The Borans, (tor it is of that Scythian 
nation we are now speaking,) no sooner landed in 
Colehis, than they sent back their ships, and im-
mediately overruning all the low country, pillaged 
and ravaged it in a barbarous manner. 	They af- 
terwards dared even toattack Pityanta*,a fortified 
city, which defended the frontiers of the empire on 
that side. 	Succcssianus, commander of the place, 
and a bras e officer, being seconded by good troops 
which he had under him, received the enemy so 
warmly that he quickly took from them all hopes 
of succeeding in their enterprize. 	He defeated 
and pursued them, and the Borans having lost 
great numbers of their men, thought themselves 
very happy in escaping to their own country on 
board some 	vessels which 	they 	limn l on the 
coat, and took possession of by three. 

The inhabitants of Pityanta, and all the neigh-
bouring country, thought themselves wholly de-
li.% crud : but the barbarians they had to deal with, 
being always restless and always rapacious; having 
nothing to attach them to their own country ; ac- 
customed 	to wander without a fixed habitation, 
carrNing with them all that they possessed ; and 
,tinmlated by the hopes of booty ; were not to be 
discouraged by disasters. 	When 	beaten, they 
igain re: urned to the charge ; and by Rillowing 

thii 
i 7.),  inns,. plainly places the city of Pitynntl to the f1011th of t  he  phie.is, as will apps it from what is said below. 	Straps 

sf ( As of a Pityanta the great, to the south of that ri% et% 
Either Yosimus is Wrong, which is not very unlikely, or Iv( 
oust di,  tingui.11 two cities of MIN a)ata. as Ccllarius has door 
.in he, snap. 
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this practice with unwearied perseverance, they 
at last etrected the ruin of the Roman empire. 

The Borans were hardly got back to their own 
country, when they prepared for a new invasion. 
They again obtained vessels from the people of 
ilobphorous, and upon 	their arrival 	at Phasis 
they kept them, in order to secure their retreat in 
ease of need. 	They began with attacking a tem. 
ple of Diana, which was in those parts, and the 
royal city of Eeta, the father of Medea, so famous 
in fable. 	Though repulsed with loss, they were 
not discouraged, but proceeded on, and presented 
themselves befbre Pityanta. 	Unfortunately, Sue- 
ccssianus was no longer in that city. 	Valerian, 
who was drawn to Antioch by the necessity of 
opposing the Persians, bad sent for that officer 
thither, appointed him praetorian pralect, and 
proposed to make use of his advice in conducting 
the war in the cast. Pityanta was badly defended : 
the Borans took it by storm, plundered it, and 
making themselves masters, of the vessels which 
they fbund in the harbour, they added them to 
their fleet, put to sea, and proceeding fiirwards, 
arrived before Trcbizond, a very strong city, sur-
rounded with a double wall, and defended by a 
garrison of upwards of ten thousand men. 

Carbarians, who had not the least knowledge of 
the difficult art of besieging towns, could never have 
taken this city by force. 	They would not have 
flattered themselves with such a thought, says the 
hi• torian, men in their dreams. 	The negligence 
of the garrison procured them a success, which 
otherwi c, was as far above their hopes as it ‘,11r- 
p 1 	Ail their abiliti(J. 	The Roman officer., and sol- 
d i yrs, trit st ing tot heir superiorit y, and (1 espising the 
ignorance of the enemy, (lid nut keep themselves 
on their guard, took no precaution, and tl(ought 
only of making merry and diverting themselves. 
Ile Divans being infOrmed of' their security, seal-
ed the wolir during the night, and at once made 

themsch c. 
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themselves masters of Trebizond. 	The garrison, 
as cowardly as it was badly disciplined, went out 
at the gate next the land, and left the inhabitants 
to the discretion of the conquerors, who found an 
immense booty : the city was rich of itself, and the 
people from all the country round had carried 
thither, as to a secure fortress, all their most va- 
luable effects. 	The Borans reaped the advantage 
of this; and after having plundered and sacked the 
city, they even made incursions into the inland 
country, as appears by the canonical epistle of St 

4,5 

r''''' 

Gregory Thaumaturgus, then bishop of Neoew- 
sarea. 	Mier thus seizing the riches of Pontus, 
with which they loaded their ships, they returned 
in triumph to their own country. 

This success was a strong temptation to the 
other Scythian nations bordering upon the Borns. 
Resolving to imitate the lucrative example of 
their neighbours they raised a land army, and 
formed a fleet. 	In the building of their vessels, 
the art of which they were entirely ignorant of, 
they employed Romans who were among then', 
either as prisoners, or led thither by trade ". 

As to the direction of their route, he ea 1] ern side 
of Pontus having been ransacked by the Boraus, 
and consequently not promising any considerable 
booty to those who should conic alter them ; the 
Scythians of whom we are now speaking turned 
towards the west. 	They set out in the beginning 
of the winter from the nei4hbourhood of the Ta- 
mils. 	The land army and the fleet, proceeding 
in convert, kept along the western coast of the 
Enxine sea. 	It is probable that 	the land threes 
passed the Danube on the ice, and that it was fin 
this reason that winter had been eho.;-n iOr the 
tune of their departure. 

, 	 At 	ing 
" The text of Zosirotts, such as 	wo 	have it, signine4 ,P11 ill 

VIIIIiit Or indigellee : but by a very small alteration, it w ill }fin • 
the st'llso that I have followed as much the bi.t. 	he tell i VI 
. ST 	r; rOti'otr, I thilik we should teat] F- XT.  .ft:Tri!lir 
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Arriving near Byzantium, they passed by that 
city, which perhaps appeared to them too strong or 
too well guarded : but they crossed the straights, 
partly in their own vessels, and partly in barks 
which they had picked up along the coast, parti-
culaily in a great marsh not far from Byzantium ; 
and upon their landing in Asia, they surprised 
Chalccdon. 	This city had a garrison more nume- 
rous than the troops that attacked it. 	hit the bar- 
barians had spread such a terror, that the Roman 
soldiers fled shamefully even before they had seen 
the enemy. 	The Scythians entered ( halcedon 
without the least resistance : and the fileilitypi the 
conquest, joined to the booty ',s hid) they took, ani-
mil: NI their courage and increased theirgreediness. 

They accordingly advanced towards Nicomedia, 
whither they were invited by a traitor, whom Zo- 
shims calls Chrysogonus. 	This city was as easily 
taken as Chalcedon ; and the plunder of it would 
have been much more considerable, if the great-
est part of the inhabitants had not fled, befbre the 
arrival of the barbarians, and carried off with them 
all their most valuable effects. 	The Scvthians, 
however, Iinind in it what might have sufficiently 
satisfied their avarice : but continuing their rava-
ges, they plundered also the cities of Nice, ('ius, 
and Prusa. 	They wanted still to ad% twee as far 
as Cyzicus: but the river Rhyndaeus, suddenly 
overflowing, through heavy rain, which had fillen, 
stopped their course: they went. hack the way they 
came, burnt Nicomedia and Nice, which they had 
befbre contented thems'Ives with pluNdering, and 
having reached the sea, they reimbarked, and 
earned all their booty into their own country. 

y 1 	;v • The r Naging of such a pro% ince as I;) titinia, 
I 	' 	: " i'l l and of so many considei able cities, without any 
yi 	s . Roman troops making tie least oppwaion to the 

barbariaw, either during 	their inclusions or in 
their retreat, is far from doing honour to the go- 

vernment 
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v-ernment of Valerian, and proves too clearly the 
negligence and sluggish slowness of which histori- 
ans accuse him. 	Antioch was all this while his 
place ot residence. 	He, indeed, sent Felix to 
guard Byzantium ; and at length 	took the field 
11iinself, and advanced as fitr as Cappadocia, from 
whence, being probably intbrined thejc of the re-
treat of the Scythians, he returned hack, without 
having done any one thing, except a great deal of 
damage to the people over whose lands he passed. 

To the incursions of the barbarians, who ra- Thephgue 
vaged the finest provinces of the empire, was 	"ti""" 
added another dreadful scour,re, the plague, which Hi • um-
had already, for several years, desolated the ei-Pa,-
ties, the country, and the armies ; and to com-
plete the disasters of the Romans, Valerian went 
in search of a fatal and shameful end in the war 
against the Persians. 

	

Since the victories gained by Gordian III. over 	Per- 
the Persians, and the peace concluded with thenV4zi',": 4".1,, 
by Philip, there had not been any open war be- 
tween the two empires. 	Not that the peace was 
very religiously observed by Sapor. 	Mention is 
made of some acts of hostility committed by that 
prince against the Romans in the time ot Gallus. 
Zonaras speaks of one Tiridates, king of Arme-
nia, then dethroned by the Persians, and by his 
own sons who had joined the enemy. 	But it was 
under the reign of Valerian, and by the assistance 
of the traitor Cyriades, that Sapor threw aside the 
mask, and renewed the war with more violence 
than ever. 	. 

'yriades, son of a father of the same name, wlmcP.,001.1 
ieenis to have been a great lord in Syria, having„t 7,1,`,",44 ,. 
incurred his parent's displeasure 	by his lm;u l con- 
duct and mad extravagances, afterwards roblied 
him, carried otfa great quantity of gold and silver, 
and fled into the Persian territories. 	He went to 
the court of Sapor, and exhorted him to attack 

the 
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the Romans; representing to him, without doubt, 
how favourable the oppos tunity was to make good 
his ancient pretensions against an empire, actually 
governed by a weak prince, and invaded on alt 
sides by the barbarians. 	He had also his own 
views and interests in this scheme, as will appear 
by what follows. 	Sapor's ambition inclined him 
to listen eagerly to such a proposal. 	He took the 
field : perhaps also encouraged by the intelligence 
which Cyriadcs kept up in the countries subject 
to the Romans. 	Ile entered Mesopotamia, where 
he took Nisibis and Carrhm ; and penetrated into 
Syria, where he surprised Antioch. 

4t nt inc.] i 	The inhabitants of that great city were far from token by 	. . 	,.  
the  re„i.. thinking of any such misthrtune. 	Abandoning 
am. 	themselves to their taste for pleasures and slims, Tr. ba. Tr. T„, .2. z,,,. they were actually at the theatre, amusing them. 
4m. Mir. selves with seeing a pantomime and his wife, who ,,t. /. 21 	were acting a farce to divert them ; when, on a 

sudden, the woman turning about, cried out, 
" Either I dream, or I see the Persians." 	She 
saw them in fact : for they had by that time taken 
pusw;sion of the city, the inhabitants of which had 
never once conceived the least idea of providing 
lot l hcir dclihicc. 	They sacked it, and plunder. 
ed the adjacent country. 

After this conquest, the Persians might easily 
have advanced into Asia Minor, and have snbdtted 
it : but their army was loaded with an immense 
booty, Of which they thought it most adviseable 
to secure the possession, by carrying it into their 
own country. 	 4 

i„/, ,. 	Cy riades, having compleated his crimes by pari-
cide, a traitor to his country, and the murderer of 
his lather, resolved at last to reap the fruit of his 
Avickedneis. 	Remaining in 	Syria, he decorated 
himsellwith the I itk of Gesar, and :diem:ads with 
that of Augusta'.. Bitt this splentho,purchased by 
No many execrable deeds, was but of short duration. 

Alter 
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After enjoying it a little more than a year, he wascyrindo 
killed by his followers. If one may be allowed teerlssl.  
suppose, that his name ought to be substituted in 
the text of A mmianus Marcellinus instead of that 
of Mareades, which is not unlike, and which may 
perhaps be a corruption of it ; in that case, it was 
the Persians themselves who did justice on that 
wretch, after they had served themselves by his 
villany. 	Marcellinus assures us that Mareades, a 
citizen of Antioch, who had admitted them into 
that city, was burnt alive by them. 

Cyriades was dead when 'Valerian, led into the vatorifin 
east by the war against the Persians, arrived at An-reii,t,°,`,1,T- 
tioch. 	His first care was to repair that city, which rFpairs that 
the enemy had in a great measure ruined ; and itea).' 
is probably in consequence of that benefit. that the 
title of lkstorcr of the East, which so little suited 
with his misfortunes, is given him on some medals. 

Valerian passed a considerable time in the east; 
but we cannot say what he did there before his 
last disaster. 	All that we know of it, is reduced 
to the repairing of Antioch, of which we have 
Just spoken, and to the slow motion which he 
made to go and drive the Scythians ti o n Bithy-
nia, which they had quitted before he arrived in 
Cappadocia. 

At length, obliged to go to the assistance of fie is de. 
Edessa, which Sapor besieged, and encouraged hy rented by 
the vigorous resistance made by the garrison of,s„"„ir:parlit.:1  
the place, Valerian passed the Euphrates and en-tamer tit an 
tcred Mesopotamia. Ile ventured an engagement,T``7:;," 
the issue of ‘which was fatal to him. 	The blame thou. z,,,,. 
of this is thrown upon the treachery of a general„',:7.1,rc-
in whom the emperor had an entire contidence,a E,,/ ,..r. 
which the other abused, by persuading him to en- ' '''' "'"i• 
gage in a place where neither the valour nor good 
discipline of the Roman troops could be of any 
service to them. 	This general is, doubtless, Ma-
crian, of whom we shall have occasion to speak 
filly. Valerian whose natural timidity was inereas- 

Vor., IX. 	 E 	 ed 
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ed by his defeat, sued for peace to Sapor, who was 
himself on the point of purchasing it with large 
stuns of money. 	Sapor, who meditated a piece of 
treachery, sent back the Roman ambassadors, tell-
ing them, that he desired to treat with their em-
peror in person. Valerian was so imprudent as to 
expose himself to an interview without being suf. 
ticiently guarded : and the Persians, taking ad-
vantage of his weak credulity, suddenly surround-
ed him and made him prisoner. Such is the most 
probable and best supported account that we find 
of this melancholy and shameful transaction, of 
which, after N. Tillemont, we fix the date to the 
year 260. 

Even, one knows the base and shocking treat-
ment which this unhappy prince met with during 
his long captivity. He was loaded with greater in-
dignities than were offered even to the meanest 
slit% es. 

His haughty conqueror carried him about every 
• where in his retinue, loaded with chains, and at T..•, 
I i , it , ,t- thesanie time clad in the imperial purple,the splen- i. 	;IL 	ur 
I Ha• 	dour of which embittered the thought of his mise- 
f - lo,it- 	ry : and when Sapor wanted to mount his horse, 
j"'. ,'/Ir, i. the unlbrtunate Valerian was obliged to bend to 
1";•t• Er;t• the ground, that his insolent master might use his 
I., , td 	1. de neck as a fbotstool. 	To this so cruel indignity the ,, 0/ 1.pll Jll• 

• 4• 

	

	barbarous Ling often added insulting speeches, ob- 
serving w ith a contemptuous smile, that this was 
triumph illgi 11 reality, and not in resemblance only, 
as the Rowans did. 	But the most cutting of all 
Valeiian's mi. tbrtunes was the base and criminal 
itithir:lence of an ungratefill son, w ho,Iseatell upon 
the throne of the Clips:Alf:, left his lather in this de-
plorable t. it nation, without making the lea it (Alba 
t o  rn rin. him f'roni it. 	The only mark or regard 
that Callicinis biteWC (1 111111, 	W1.13 his placing him 
among the goik, upon a lake wont of his (kali. 
In this too, it is olp,erved, that it, was against his 

T et. '. t. 1. inclination, and merely to satisfy the desires of the 
people 
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people and senate, that he paid him even that re-
spect prescribed by custom, and as frivolous in 
itself,l as it was ridiculous and misplaced for one in 
his condition. 

The ignominy of the captive prince did not end 
with his life. 	He languished in that shocking Talon. nit. 
slavery at least three years ; sonic say nine ; and' 
after he was dead, Sapor ordered his body to be 
flead, his skin to be painted red, and to be stuffed 
so as to preserve the human form, and in that 
condition to be hung up in a temple, as an eter- 
nal monument of the disgrace of the Romans: 
and when lie received ambassadors from Rome he 
shewed them that extremely mortifying sight, to 
teach them, said he, to humble their pride. 

All Christian authors have looked upon Vale-vakrin, 
rian's catastrophe, as an effect of the divine ven.:,"„"ll,',:p,-, 
geance for the blood of the just and 	the 	saints,gyliai ii51},,.. 
which that emperor shed, 	though otherwise 	int-:;̀,.`,',",1,:,r,, 'ir; 
turally inclined to good. I say that he was natu-chrkti,m, 
rally of a good disposition ; and of this we have a 
proof from his different letters,wilieb the writers of 
the Byzantine history, have traw.mittell to us in 
the lives of Macrian, Balistus, Clainlin . 11. Aure- 
lian, and Probus. 	We see, through all of them, 
a prince, who honestly and candidly does justice 
to merit. 	lie even skews in them sometimes he- 
roic sentiments, worthy of the ancient times of 
Rome. 	I shall instance only one circumstance, 
relative to Aurelian. 

lie resolved to reward the services of that gene- r"P' Aun4  
ral, which Were very great, with the honours of 
the consulship. But that high post then required 
u»orinotts expellees, 	especially 	for 	the 	games 
which it was necessary to give to the people, ,lilt 
Aurelian was poor. 	This circumstance was, in 
Valirian's opinion, fir fi oin being au obstacle to 
the 'nonunion ()fa tubject, 	tt ho limited 	ehlochl 
for his personal qualities. 	On the contrary, it 1 a- 
1 her appeared to him a recommondation and an 

2 	 oddilinull 
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additional qualification ; and accordingly, writ in 
to Aurelian to notify to him his nomination, h 
told him, that the treasury should defray the ex 
peaces, which the scantiness of his fortune wa 
not able to support. 	" For, added he * those  
" who remain poor, while they serve the repub 
" lie, are most worthy of praise ; and none de 
" serve more than they to be assisted bythe state.' 
Valerian sent orders for that purpose to the keep 
er of the public treasure, and the letter bega 
with these beautiful words : 	" Aurelian, on acl 
" count of his poverty, which renders him trul 
" great in our eyes, and greater than others, i 
" not able tosupport the expcnce of the consulship 
" which we have conferred upon him : therefore 
" &c. t." 	The emperor then regulates at ful 
length all that was to be furnished on that occ, 
sion. 

Aurelian, who did not chusc to raise a fort 
by unlawftil means, acquired one in an honoura 
Lie way, being adopted at the same time by Ul 
pins Crinitus, a rich man of' consular dignity 
who had no children ; and the goodness of Vale 
rian was so great, that he thanked Ulpius for thi 
adoption, as if it had been an action in which hi 
own interest was immediately concerned. 

Lusehln f- The Christians, at first,cxpericnced the mildness  
I..,1. M. 
O. and goodness of this prince. None of his predeees 

sors, says St Dionysius of Alexandria, quoted b 
Eusebius, had shewn them so much humanity an 
even affection. The imperial palace was filled wit!. 
thristianF, and it might almost be .:ooked upoi 
as a church of the true God. 	It was an cxterna 

imprcssio 

* Levan& est mint paupertag corum 110MIHUITI  dui din r 
publiere vivt utes, pauperes sum,  &  nullorum magis. 	TI 
Gut eery intlegantly expressed. 	Perhaps Mere is even sow 
in it. 	BO the sense may he perceived, which iv noble and  ex 

+ Aurelian), eui consulatunt detulimus, ob paupertatem, 
ille magnus etit, couteris major, dnbis, &c. 
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impression that changed his opinion in regard to 
them. 

Macrian, a man of mean extraction, but im- eszni. 
l  mense ambition ; addicted to magic, and conse- perse:„. 

quently a great enemy to the Christians ; endowed time.  c  i,whiel 
. 	a DeChOn 1 with talents, both for war and the administrat ion the  eighth. 

of civil affairs; had gained the emperor's confi- 
dence. 	The miseries of the state, desolated at the 
same time by a plague, and by the ravages of the 
barbarians, seemed to him a tiwourable opportu-
nity to rivet his ascendency over the emperor's 
weak mind, then sunk with grief, and inclined to 
superstition. 	He taught him, and made him prac- Elsek 
tise magical sacrifices, as a sure means of averting 
the miseries which afflicted the state : and soon 
after he persuaded him, that the Christians were 
the cause of the public calamities, not only by 
their not adoring the gods that were revered by 
all nations, but also by their daring even to blas-
pheme them. 

This occasioned the eighth persecution, whieli Tar-m• 
was ordered by an edict of Valerian. 	It was gene- 
ral, and very cruel, especially against the bishops 
and priests, without however sparing pri .its ( liris- 
tians. 	During the three years and an half that it 
continued, that is to say, from the year 2.57, to tile 
captivity of Valerian in 260; it crowned a great 
number o1' martyrs. Among these were, at Rome, 
S. Sixtus the Pope, and St Lnurence his deacon : 
St Cyprian at Carthage ; and several other holy 
bishops in all parts of the empirt. St Dionysins of 
Alexandria was only banished ; and after 'Vale ian 
was taken by the Persians, he returned 	to his 
church. 	We see by the history of ti is 	per,ectl- 
tion, that the burying-grounds were the places 
where the Christians generally assembled. 	They 
were driven from thence by an order of the em- 
peror, and deprived of the possession of them. 	The b.rqn 

Whilst Christianity was persecuted by tho Ro- fling  ,it 
pans, it eNtended itself among the barbarous na- (!""1"- 

tiong • 
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among the tions who made war upon them. 	The Goths and 
ottelrig.1f1  other Scythian nations, in the ravages'iwhich they 
(=nails. 	practised in Illyricum, Thrace, and different pro-

vinces of Asia, as we have related, carried otf a 
great number of prisoners, among whom were 
several holy priests. 	These illustrious captives, 
by the splendour of their virtues, by their patience 
under the calamities which they suffered, and by 

,s,,,,oni. II. the miracles which God wrought at their inter- 
' cession, quickly drew the respect of their masters 

to the worship they professed. 	From a re,pect 
fbr the Christian religion the barbarians proceed- 
ed to a desire of embracing it. 	(heat numbers 
of them were baptised, but not all. 	The super- 
stitions of idolatry prevailed among them for a long 
time, and gave several martyrs to the church. 

Sozomen, from whom we have this account, 
says, that the German nations on the Rhine, be-
gan also then to be converted to the Christian 
faith. 	But we do not find in the history of France 
any traces of Christianity among the Franks, be-
fore the conversion of Clovis. 

PRINCIPAL EVENTS 

OF THE nniGN 
OF 

a A L LIEN US. a  

R 
A.( 

011. 	 :)!.(ULARIS H. Z,4 	1P. DONATUS. 

GALLI ENUS, after his father's misfortune, in'. 
mediately assumes the administration of the so-
vereign power. 

lie 
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He leaves Gaul, and goes to Italy, froin whence 
a swarm of Scythians, or Goths, had been driven 
by the good orders given by the senate. 

He passes into Illyricum, which was infested 
by another band of Scythians, and by the Samna-
tians ; and where Ingenues had revolted, alter de-
feating these last. 

Assisted by Awe()lus, he defeats Ingenuus in a 
pitched battle. 	Ingenuus is slain, or 	kills him- 
self. 	Gallienus revenges himself cruelly on those 
who had assisted him in his rebellion.  

Sapor, in the East, takes advantage of the situ- 
ation of affairs. 	He returns to Syria, retakes An- 
tioch, and, as a conqueror, over-runs Cappado-
cia, Lycaonia, and Cilicia. 

Balistus, a Roman general, repulses Sapor, and 
obliges him to repass the Euphrates. 

Odenatus, prince of Palmyra, or chief of a tribe 
of Saracens, pursues Sapor, and attacking him al-
most without intermission, drives him back to hi-, 
own territories, and besieges the royal city of Cte-
siphon. 

Maerian, aided by Balistus, causes himself to 
be proclaimed emperor with his two soes Alacrian 
the younger and Quietus. 	All Asia acknowledges 
him. 

In Gaul, Posthurims, who commanded there, 
hills Valerian Cesar, the son of Gallienu, left by 
his father at Cologne, and assumes the purple. 
Ile reigns over Gaul, Spain, and Britain, tiir seven 
• ars. 

Gallienus makes his second son, Salonim, C.4:7, 
E. 

I
•  

.1 le appeases the persecution 	which 	his 1:ithe ' 
, (1 raised ap,ainst the Christians 	at 	I he 	ilia ig i- 
ion of Macrein. i. 	

The plave inAcs  great otages in the empire. 
t ; ‘  Liiiiiii 

   
  



56 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A. 8.1012. GALLIENUS AUGUSTUS IV. 
A. C. 261.  	. NO LUSIANUS. 

The Scythians penetrate into Greece. 	The 
Athenians, in order to defend themselves against 
them, rebuild their walls; and the inhabitants of 
Pcloponnesus inclose their isthmus by a wall from 
one sea to the other. 	Thessalonica besieged by 
the Scythians. 

Regillianus revolts in Mcesia, and is killed soon 
after. 

Macrian begins his march with his eldest son, 
in order to cause himself to be acknowledged in 
the West, leaving his second son Quietus with 
Balistus in the East. 

Valens and Piso assume the purple in Greece, 
and are killed. 

Odenatus continues the war against Sapor, with 
success. 

A.R. 1013. GALLIENUS AUGUSTUS V. 
A. C. 262.  FAUSTIAN US. 

Earthquakes at Rome, in Africa, and in Asia. 
Macrian passes into Europe. 
The Scythians, after ravaging Greece,retire to 

their own country : perhaps, upon their being de- 
feated by Macrian, or some other Roman gene- 
ral. 

Macrian, being conquered by Anreolus in Illy- 
victim, is abandoned by his army, and killed with 
his son. 

Quietuti, his other son, is besieged in Emisa by 
Odenatus, who had returned from his Persian expe- 
dition. 	Balistus betrays Quietus, and persuades 
the garrison of Emesa to kill him, and to throw 
his body over the walls of the city. 	Odenatus re- 

tires. 
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tires. 	Balistus causes himself to be proclaimed 
emperor. 

Gallienus makes war in Gaul against Posthu-
mus, with variety of success. 

Emilian revolts in Egypt. 
Incursions of the Scythians and Goths in Asia. 

The temple of Diana of Ephesus plundered and 
burnt. 

	 ALBINUS. 	 A.R.1011. 
	 DEXTER. 	 A. C. 261. 

Gall ienus continues the war against Posthninus. 
Assisted by Aurcolus, he gains a victory over him: 
but the same Attreolus hinders the war from be-
ing finished, by neglecting to pursue Posthumus, 
and by giving him an opportunity of escaping. 

Gallienus returns to Rome, triumphs over the 
Persians conquered by Odenatus, and celebrates 
the tenth year of his reign by games, dating the 
beginning of it from the time he received the title 
of Ani_;ustits from his father. 

Ile pa,,ses into Thrace, and cruelly revenges 
hint: ult.  on 	Byzantium, which bad, perhaps lit.. 
mired NI acrian. 

Saturninus an usurper. 
Emilian is made prisoner by Theodotus and 

sent to Rome, where Gallienus causes him to be 
strangled in prison. 

To the war between Emilia') and Theodotus we 
may refer the siege of Bruchium, a considerable 
quarter of Alexandria. 	That city, harrassed by 
seditious, by war, by the plague, and by famine, 
is considerably depopulated. 

GALLI LNLIS AUCArsTUS VI. 	 A. R.111. 
	 SATURNINUS. 	 A. C. 2ti4 

Gallienns rewards the great actions and fidelity 
of 
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of Odenatus, by declaring him Augustus. 	Ode- 
natus communicates that title to Zenobia his 
wife, and to his children. 

Balistus is slain. 
Gallicnus returns to Gaul to make war again 

upon Posthumus. 	He is wounded at a siege. 

A.R. 1016. VALERIANUS II. 
A. C. 263. Lucru.us. 

Valerian was brother to Gallienus, and Luca- 
lus his relation. 	The Franks invade the coasts of 
Spain and Africa. 	They sack and plunder the 
city of Tarragona. 

4.11. 101I. 
266. iA.C. 

GALLIENUS AUGUSTUS VII. 
. . . . . SABINILLUS. 

Odenatus undertakes a new expedition against 
Sapor. 	Ile besieges the city of Ctesiphon, and, 
according to the testimony of Syncellus, even 
takes it. 

Incursions of the Heruli into Thrace, Asia, 
and Greece. 	Dexippus saves his native country, 
Athens. 

Other barbarians ravage Galatia anti Cappa-
docia. 

A. It.1018. PATERNUS. 
A. C. 	267. A RCFSILAUS. 

Odenatus, returning from Persia, marches against 
I he barbarians, who over-run Cappadocia. 	They 
do not wait his arrival ; but retire to their own 
country by sca. 

Odenatu,;, in his return from Eme,a, is assassi- 
nated with his eldest son Herodet. 	Zenobia seenm 
not to have been innocent of that murder. 	Meoni- 
IN, the murderer, as:uiues the title of Augivitul, 

and, 
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and perishes soon after. 	Zenobia governs the 
cast, both in her own name and in that of her sons. 

01 

Gallienus, having gained a slight advantage 
over the Hemli in Illyricum, makes a peace witn 
them, and with Naulobates their chief: 

While he is preparing to march against the 
Goths, he is infbrined of the revolt of Aurcolus, 
who had caused himself to be proclaimed empe- 
ror in Italy. 	Ile marches thither with dispatch, 
leaving the conduct of the war against the Goths 
to Claudius and Marcian. 

In Gaul. Posthumus is killed with his son. 
Lehan succeeds him, and is killed by Vic torinus, 

who assumes the purple, and soon a ti er draws upon 
himself a fatal end by his debaucheries. 	Ills son, 
whom he had named Cesar, is slain after him. 

1 lis mother Victoria causes a soldier of int.-
tune named Marius, who bad formerly been an 
armourer, to be elected emperor. 	Marius is kill- 
ed the third day after his election. 

Victoria again makes another emperor, pri.vail-
ing with the soldiers to confer that title upon 
To, icus, who takes the purple at 	Ilourdeaux. 
tills dot's nol 	long stir% ive this 11011111N II MI. 

CI:111111114 and 	arcian 	defeat 	the Goths; but 
Marcian, contrary to the opinions of Claudius, 
Fffiii rs 	them to escape and make 	their retreat. 
These two generals rejoin Gallienus before Mi-
lan, where he kept Aureolus besieged. 

PATcaN us II. A.R.1019 
MAIUNIANUS. A. C. 20 

Claudius and Mareian form a conspiracy a- 
gainst 	Gallienus. 	Ile 	is 	killed 	by 	Cecrophis 
abliut 	the middle of the month of March, and 
Claudius Lmeeceds him. 

Valerian, 	the brother of Gallienus, is killed 
with him, and Saloninus his son perishes at Rome. 

Gallienus 
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Gallienus, was ranked. among the gods by Clau-
dius, but his death was not revenged. 

USURPERS under GALLIENUS. 

ODENATUS, who was always faithful to Galli-
enus, and who received the title of Augustus 
from him, ought not to be numbered among the 
usurpers. 	His eldest son, Herodes, bore also le-
gally the same title. 

A. C. 260. 

In Illyricum. 
• • 

261. D. L.m.nrs INcErnius. 
Q. NONIUS REGILLIANUS. 

In the East. 
C60. 

M. FULVIUS MACRIANUS, with his two sons, 
212. 

Q. Fulvius Macrianus and Cn. Fulvius Quietus. 
SCr. ANICAS BALISTA. 

In Greece. 
4261. 
261. L. VALERIUS VALENS. 

L. CALPURNIUS PISO FRUGI. 

In Gaul. 
EGO. 

267. 

M. CASSIUS LATIENUS POSTIIUMUS with Ju-
nius Cassius Posthumus, his son. 

ULPIUS CORNELIUS L/ELIANUS. 	- 
M. AURELIUS PIAUVONIUS VICTORINUS, Who 

an he was dying, named as Cacsar his son L. 
267 . Aurelius Victorinus. 
26T . M. AURELIUS MARIUS. 

P. PESUVIUS TETRICUS. 

lit 
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In Egypt. 

Ti. CESTIUS ALEXANDER YENILIANUS. 262.  

In Africa. 

T. CORNELIANUS CELSUS. without  Jute. 

In Isauria. 

C. ANNIUS TREBELLIANUS. Without :1
date. 

It is not known in what country P. Sempro- 263.  
Dills Saturninus reigned. 

After the death of Odenatus, Meonius took 
the title of Augustus, which he enjoyed but a 
short time. 	Zenobia reigned in the east with her 
sons. 

'2" 

In Italy. 

MAN. ACILIUS AUREOLUS. 267, 

GA MA EN US. 
SECT. VI. 

Contrast between the splendour of Vakrian's family, 
and the melancholy fate of that prince. 	Gallic), 
us's indjference about his father's captivity. 	His 
bad heart and weak judgment. 	His debaucheries, 
pomp, and laaary. 	The empire desolated during 
his reign, by ftreign and by civil wars, by the 
plague, and by famine. His amazing insensibility. 
.S'ailor's conquests after the de/Cat and captivity of 
l'"Idernm. 	Balista, a Roman general, drives ,Sa- 
pcn back to the Euphrates. 	Odenatus, a Palmy- 
real?, or a Saracen prince, drives Say)r beyolul that 

river. 
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ricer. 	Ile makes fruitless effitrts to procure la 
&rum's. liberty. 	I/c is faithful to CalliC11117. 	Ba 
list: and .11aerian concert illt.W.111C.7 tO4eihel.,  (III 
the latter i; elected crape) or, with his two sons 
They pa pare to o to the west, to be acknowledge 
there. 	I ahns and Pis() assume the Purple i 
Greece, and are killed. 	Ingenztus causes Name( 
to be proclaimed emperor in layricum, is conquer .  
ed by Callnnus, and loses his lt7i'. 	.Shocbing 4171 
elty of Callienus. 	Regilliantts, substituted m th 
room of Ingentats, perishes soon (diet.. 	_,-lut -eolus, 
commander in 11/y)'ictun for Gallienus, &feuds 
tIlacrian, who perishes with lily eldcyt Son. 	(-Mit! 

• Pis, his second soil, at ac/ y(' by Odenaus, is kill('  
in buys°. 	.1301sta makr7 hinnel./ emperor, all 
et the end of three years is cut 011.  in, Odenatus 
The east enjoys tranquillity by the 1.0/0//i 	all 

.1 

74-00(1 conduct of odenaoa. 	He is ma(h! ..h,,vivoi - 
bg Callienus. 	Gallienus triumphs .For the victo 
ries gained by Odenatus. 	The Decennia/ game 
of Calienits. 	Puerilitie.v cif this prince. 	/Vint ,  
lira, assumes the Purply in Egypt. 	The siege 0 
.1;17phi/um 	.Late' /ions charity o/ the saints ..,In 
luolitet and Etrhhins. 	,IZ.milian is tab.,' (old Int 
(0 	(kWh. 	.:1101.111411.111 	(147191111/111141. 	CatlIN 	a 
U•1111pe1* of .sree)1 d".s-, in ,-1,feiell. 	Tn./oil/a" 
takes the title of emperor  iii Isaurio, and is de- 
fray(' and kiliol. 	The 	Isom ion.; 11 nation 0I' 
robbers. 	Saturnia/Iv Is 111011(11.11)01 ellipe101, 	(1/1(1 

i fl1C1'1(71111Y 	1(11,4'd by 111/1.S'e 	who had chosen Iii,,,. 
lncursiems 01 the Barbarians. 	Ii(/t1 raraged by 
a hand (44  ,S'eythians. 	ilnother bode/  of th( in be 
sieges Thessamiya, and fills all Greece a lib con-
sicenotion. Callienus pos.,ev from Gaul into Itch/, 
WO Of it ill  I '/ .0•1S hit 0 1/11111C UM. 	111s' IOW / 1 i  l'ellil' 
I . 	1il 	1117' 	1:(1. .'1111IiiirV. 	PIC 	111t111.VilillS 	QIc 	MC 

. t 	,-bariowt unti,,.",• II  /opt!.  all the rciyi  of (;a/- 
I 	• 	, v. 	(bl, ,,,,,, NR•  I's ( la 61'1y, (1Line.ve.  w 114471 .111-1:1), 
, 	ilir1.1 	 .; .':1'..flI/C1...1'i Ply WV 	1 1  1!(!1 C !well 	111/11(1111. 

I'''5'1h11/1111A 
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Posthumus perishes in Gaul, the same year that 	• 
Odenatus was killed in the East. lie had usurped 
the imperial power in Gaul in the first year of Ga-
llows. The wisdom of his government. His exploits 
against the Germans. 	The &rinks. invade 'Spain 
by sea. 	Gullienus in vain attacks Posthumus. 
!let orinus. the lieutenant of Postliuinus. Post/minus 
is killed by his soldiers., with his son. Some circum- 
stances concerning both of them. 	Lelian is ac- 
knowledged emperor by the soldiers. 	lictorinus 
kills him, and taces his place. 	He is himself kill- 
ed by a man, to whose wife he had done violence. 
Victoria, the mother of l'ictor inns, causes one Ma-
rius to be elected emperor, who is killed at the end 
(Z/Three days. Tetricus is substituted in his stead. 
The death of fictoria. 	Galliciws passes from 11- 
lyricum to Pay, to attack Aurcolus, who had as-
sumed the title of emperor. 11 victory gained over 
the Goths by Marcian and Claudius. 	They rejoin 
Gallienus, and deprive him of the empire, awl of 
his IN-. Valerian and Saloninus, the brother and 
son of Gallows, are killed near him. Duration of 
the reign of Gallienus. Re is declared an asurp...r. 
Clawlius elecial emperor. 	...It flume, f II' Mt »10i:g 
of Gallienta is loaded with imprecations ; and ail. 
ierwards,by order of Claudius., he is ranked among 
the gods. 	Gallants had drawn upon hitmqf the 
public hatred, by his cruelties. 	lie would not al- 
low the somlors to serve in the army. Pe stopper', 
the persecution against the Christians. Learning.  
did not flourith under Gallows. 	The reign o/ 
Galli(was lid/ of events interwoven with ear h other. 
In what order any may be ranced. The usutyn i s 
that appeared daridg this reign It ( I e almost all 
men of merit. 	Pair number. 	 n. l'untii 

G-N, ALLIENUS, who had already been Augi s-V4Z. 
tus with his father for seven years, becamelio,!roR:a-

of right sole head of the empire by the captivity111';',1 ,;,„1-
of Valerian, without there being any need either th,,,),(.1,m- , 	. 	

0
1!?:

;
V
at

i
. 
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the deliberation of the senate or proclamation of 
the soldiers. 	Valerian, his brother, had 	been 
named Caesar by their common father, in the year 
255. 	Another Valerian, his eldest son, had also 
been honoured with the same title for about a 
year. 	This family, therefore, was distinguished 
in all its branches with the honours of supreme 
majesty while its founder groaned under the 
hardest and most ignominious slavery. 

.41,11ientis's indilrer. ,„ ai„„,t  
G allienus was taken up with quite other thoughts 

than those of revenging his father. 	Far from 
h 	ittller's captivi ty. 
Lad. de 

thinking of rescuing him from the hands of the • Persians, he looked upon Valerian's misfortune as 
isi-ri• Prr- a piece of good luck to himself. 	The whole em- 
T.-6. Go. pire was thrown into consternation by so melan- 
l • 3. IT. ,S.  er 41. 4-7. 

choly an event. Even the barbarians were affect- 
col with it. 	We have, in Capitolinus, the letters 
of three kings, allies of Sapor, written to that 
prince, to persuade him to set his prisoner at li- 
berty. 	The Iberians, the Albanians, and several 
other people of those countries, offered their as- 
Astance to the -Romans to deliver Valerian from 
his captivity. 	Gallienus however, ill the midst of 
all these testimonies of grief and sensibility, not 
only remained indifferent, but even rejoiced at 
being freed from a censor, whose gravity and se-
verity, had kept his pleasure under some restraint. 

Ile took care indeed not to profess t his dispo-
sition of mind : on the contrary, he allected the 
philosopher; and when he was first informed of Va-
lerian's captivity, pretending to imitate the exam-
ple of that wise man, who, upon the news Of the 
death of his son slain in battle, only said, " 1 knew 
" that my suit was mortal;" he only pronounced this 
sentence, 4' I knew that my father was liable to the 
" accidents of fortune :" and he found a flatteret 
base enough toprai,e on this occasion, the constan-
cy and Ibrtitude of t he prince. At other timesGal-
litmus would say with great coolness, that Valcrian's 

misfortune 
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misfortune was glorious to him, as he had fallen 
into it only by an excess of candour, openness, 
and honesty. 	But none were ignorant of the hol-
lowness of these fine speeches. which, to the. ex-
tinction of all feeling and sentiment, only added 
the shame of hypocrisy. 

This single circumstance, this criminal insensi- MI lot 
bility, unmasks his character, and is sufficient to!',.„"Vii,7,L11,. 
discover a vicious heart, and a judgment intent inet1t. 	4.  
upon trifles. 	For it was the love of pleasure, a 
taste fbr skews, tbr' li eentiousness and debauchery, 
which, filling the soul of Gallienus, left no room in 
it for the sentiments of nature or those of honour. 
This prince as 1 have already observed, did not 
want for understanding, nor liveliness of imagina- 
tion. 	His mind vas cultivated. 	lie wrote well 	rreo. (4, 
either in prose or verse, and some of his poetry has I. 
been preserved, which slims both the elegance of 
his stile, and his little regard to modesty. 	Besides 
this, he has never been reproached with timidity 
or fear. 	We shall see him march boldly against 
those rivals who disputed their sovereignty, and not 
be scrupulous in hazarding his person : but it was 
necessity only that could drag him tow pleasures, 
diversions, and indolence; and when he was no 
longer spurred by his personal interest, he sunk 
again into indecent luxury and shameful sloth. . 

lie observed no bounds in them. 	Like Caligula 	ms &Lau 
and Nero, he disguised himself, to frequent in theltenna  night, taverns and places of debauchery ; and his Li'r's,. 
ordinary company were the corruptors of youth,. r`''. :" 
and players. 	1Iis meals were extravagant, andii;Litl 
his table was surrounded with immodest women. rid. .4t1. 
l le kept a seraglio of a great number of coned-
bine,, among whom the first rank was held by one 
Pipa, or Pipara, the daughter of Attains, king of 
flu: Al arcomanni, to whom Gallienus yielded a 
pm o% Mee to purchase his daughter. 

To his effeminacy he joined the most extrava- 
gant degree of pomp. 	His clothes de5enerated 

VOL. IX. 	 F 	 into 
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into a foreign luxury, both as to their fbrm, and 
the precious stones with which he set off the splen- 
dour of the richest stuff's. 	He wanted to erect to 
himself upon the Esquiline hill, a colossal statue, 
with the attributes of the sun. 	This statue was 
to have been more than twice the height of the 
ancient colossus raised by Nero, and consecrated 
to the sun by Vespasian. 	But Gallienus had not. 
time to complete that piece of childish vanity; and 
his successors, Claudius and Aurelian, had too much 
sense and judgment, not to perceive the ridicu-
lousness .of it, or to desire ever to have it finished. 

lie valued himself upon his refinements in lux- 
ury. 	In the spring, he built apartments with the 
leaves of roses. 	Ile erected fbrts, the walls of 
which were made of fruits ranged in an artful man- 
ner. 	He forced nature to preserve grapes for 
three years, to have melons in the middle of win-
ter, and fresh figs and all kinds of fruits in the sea-
sons that were not proper for producing them. 
He bathed six or seven times a-day in summer, 
and at least twice a-day in winter. 	Wines of every 
kind were provided ibr his table, and he never 
drank of the same sort twice at any one meal. 

It was chiefly Idler he became sole master of the 
empire, that he gave an entire loose to his vices ; 
though they had appeared long betbre. 	When he 
first asquued the reins ofgovernment, his character 
was already established ; and the rebels, who im-
mediately after rose up against him, loaded him 
with the same reproaches which he merited during 

'1.11e r: 	the whole remaining part of his reigi.. 
Int.4,1,:,,:1-,., 	His pleasures were his principal occupation : and 
i,,i roll 	,•et 	no prince 	ever 	had 	more serious or more 

„,;(i  b  e",:, ''" difficult affairs 	to 	manage 	than 	Gallienus. 	All 
\varS,  l'Y 	kituls of 	evils poured at mice 	upon the empire. 
the 
and Phigue'The barbarians of the North, and the Persians, b) 
Mine. 	ConthWed their incursions and hostilities in Gaul 

Illyrieum, Thrace, Greece, Asia, and the East. 
Within the empire, every general of an army 

aspired 
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aspired to the throne and usurped the rights of 
sovereignty. 	In Sicily, the ancient calamity of the 
revolt of the slaves %Vas renewed. 	The plague 
continued to desolate the capital and the pro% in-
ccs, and was sometimes so violent as to carry otr 
five thousand persons in a day in Rome only. 
Dearth, famine, and earthquakes, at Rome, in r,-i. cdt. 
Asia, and in Africa ; 	seditious in the cities; 	and';•:1.;c 5. 
in a word, all manner of calamities, combined toll.;. &..i. 
threaten the empire with approaching ruin ; whilst vii. 22. 
Gallienus minded nothing but his diversions. 	The 
loss of the finest provinces nev,..r gave 	lain the 
least concern.. 	Being told one day that Egypt 
Lad revolted : " Well, said he, cannot we do with.H.kammr- 
out the linen of Egypt?" 	When Asia was ravag-bill,',1.7'-  
ed by terrible earthquakes and 	the incursions of ,7.',..1,  cai• 
the Scythians, he was not at all more moved, hut 4  
only observed, that they must then do without 
aphro-nitre. 	This was a 	kind of nitre different (-:„T „; 
from ours, which the ancients made use of in their '

1dI-
1,1"; midi 

baths. 	Upon losing Gaul, he burt into a laugh, 	' 
and said, " Is the republic ruined because we can 
" have no more Arras cloth i" 	Such a degree of 
insensibility is not only 	next to incredible, hut, 
I believe, unparalleled in history. 	The present 
only touched Gallienus, who, provided his plea-
sures were not disturbed, would have seen the 
whole universe over-turned, without being in the 
least alrectel. 	It is not to be wondered at, if the 
reign of such a prince proved a tkine of mislOr-
times, as will appear by the account, of it, which 
I shall give as 	fully as the deficienc% of the ma-
terials t hat. are now extant will per,nit. 

Sapor, having conquered the 	Rom ill army in sirer, 
Me,opotatma, and 	 made 	the 	emp,, ror 	prisoner, i71":1 ,, 
it-tyro% ed thw,e great ad% 	antages;. 	llo :toil' en 	.1,, : i., 	I 
tered Syria, 	and 	retook 	Atm loch. 	lie then 	aul-'. ,̀ ''' 1 t: 	.i. 
1 aneed to Cilieia, where he made him;ell'm c;terolanmr.. 

2 	 Tarsus ; 

   
  



GS HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

Tarsus ; and still proceeding forwards, he arrived 
at, and besieged Ctes,ria in Cappadocia. That city, 
which was strong and contained fbur hundred thou-
sand inhabitants, stopt the Persians for some time. 
Demosthenes, the governor of it, being judicious 
and active as well as brave, made a good defence ; 
and Sapor would probably have been baffled in this 
attempt, if it had not been for the intelligence 
given him by a physician.of the city, who seems 
to have been taken prisoner in a sally. 	This un- 
happy physician was put to the torture, and made. 
to suffer such extreme pain, that, to deliver him-
self from it, be discovered to the besiegers a weak 
part of the place. 	The Persians, by that means, 
took Caesarea by surprise, and rushing into the 
city in prodigious numbers, exercised all manner 
of cruelties upon its wretched inhabitants. 	Their 
troops had particular orders to take Demosthenes, 
alive, whom Sapor doubtless wantk d to sacrifice. 
to his revenge. 	But the brave governor,' after 
oallantiv defending the place, did not forget him. - 	 him- 
*e 

 
elf. 	:Mounting his horse, with his naked swotd, 
in his hand, he threw himself into the midst of a 
body of the enemy, who were endeavouring to 
surround him. 	Ile slew some, drove off others, 
and cutting his way through the middle of the 
Persians, escaped captivity and death. 

..inc. Sapor, in this same expedition, over-run Lyea-
onia as a conqueror, and laid siege to Pompeio- 
pol is in Cilieia ; 	so that it could be no longer 
doubted btu that he intended to revive the re-
tentions of his father Artaxerxes, to conquer all 
Asia-Minor, and to allow of no other hounds to 
his dominiong, than those of the ancient empire 
of the great ( yrus. 	Two generals, Balisla and 
Odenatts, stopped, however his ambitious pro- 
jects, 	and fOreed him to retire, and! confine him-
ielf to his own territories. 

1.1alita 
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Balista had acquired great honour in the highest Balista,  a 
military commands under Valerian. 	He was an atneTani 
alert and sensible man, proper both for counsel and drivesSa- 

Ifbr action, and particularly ingenious at expedi- LI:— 
ents for supplying an army with provisions. Vale- ruchrates• 
rian, in a letter which has been preserved by Tre- Try",..' irk,r.' 
bellius Pollio, commends him much for the ad-
vices he had received from him on that suhj 'et, 
sliming how the troops might be plentifully sup- 
plied, without distressing the provinces. 	To ac-
eomplish that double object, Balista proposed, 
that nothing should be required from the people 
but what was the produce of their country ; and 
that, to avoid the expellee of waggons and car-
riages, the winter (platters of the troops, and 
their route, should be settled in such manner that 
the commodities might ue cousumed on the spot 
%Acre they were produced. 	Being also attentive 
to good order, to the advantage of the service, 
and to the lessening of the coarges of the govern-
ment, Balista advised Valerian not to suffer any 
supernumerary officers or soldiers among the 
troops : tOr as the military prolessiim was then 
very lucrative, many people engaged in it, mere-
ly to reap its emoluments, without doing the re-
quisite duty : and that abuse, upon the advice of 
Balist a, was reformed by Valerian. 

This prudent, and at the same time brave al- 7". v" 
it(-, was the first who retrieved die aflitirs 	of the z...1-. 
Romans in the Eist, where they had been,redu-s1/''' 
eed to the most deplorable situation, by Valerian's 
misfortune. 	At first, every thing .‘ieldcd, as I 
have said, to the victor, who had even pushed his 
oonipicsts very fir. 	Balista" re-assembled the an- 
fortimate I emains of the Roman troops, and form- 
ed them into an army. 	With these forces, little 
eapable in appearance of performing great ex- 

I7  3 	 ploiLs 

* Zonarns and Syncellus call. this general Callizrg, s hy Jr lit. 
i rike. as M. Til!colort hag ohervtd. 
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ploits, he began with saving Pompeiopolis, which 
was besieged by the Persians. 	After that fir; 
success he continued to harrass Sapor, until he 
tbrced him to abandon his conquests, and, keep-
ing always in his rear, drove him to the Euphrates. 

There he was seconded, or relieved, by Odena-
oamitts a tus ; whose example shed's, that small enemies 
raim,reallow,ht not to be slighted even by the ( rFreltest or Suacen 	•=1 	 , 	' 
prime, 	monarchs. 	Odenatus was prince of Palmyria, or 
drivo. Sn- chief of a tribe of Saracens, who possessed the pur 1),..% mud 
that riv..r. country in the neighbourhood of that city, and 
7-ilk" 	who were allies of the Romans. 	Being hardened 

from his infancy by the continual exercise of hunt-
ing, by all kinds of fatigues, by the rain, the sun, 
and the dust, he had acquired a robust body, suit- 
ed to the courage of his soul. 	Ilaving attached 

r„b. Tr. 	his fort une, as 1 said beibre, to that of the 	Ro- 
7yr.13. 	mans, 	he 	at first thought that Valerian's ruin 

would also be his. Stunned by the severe and un-Petr. Pa- 
tric. twer. 	expected blow, he wrote to Sapor, imploring his 

clemency and friendship. 	But the haughty mo- 
narch, finding fault with Odenatus's not having 
come in person to ask pardon, sent back his de-
puties with ignominy, ordered riis presents to he 
thrown into the river, and threatened to teach him 
in %%hat manner a man like hint ought to treat 
with a king of Persia. 	" If he would obtain any 
" mitigation of his punishment, added he, let him 
" come with his hands tied behind him, and throw 
" him_,,elf at Inv feet. 	Unless he does this, lie, his 
" laniily, and his country, shall 	surely perish." 
°della; us, destitute of all assistance trom other:, 
found in himsell sufficient resources. lie asseirbled 
what troops he could, and, encour.iged by lialiq a's 
success, Nvhen Sapor had repassed the Euphrates, 

71"; 7,  r. he ventured to attack him, and succeeded so well, 
,it  7'  c.  71.,;..that he threw his army into disorder, seized 	and 

carried elf his treasures, and, which 	the 	PerAian 
valued still more, his concubines. After Odenatus's 

victory, 
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victory, Nisibis, Carrhm, and all Mesopotamia, 
returned to their obedience to the Romans. But 
Sapor was not completely vanquished, as he still 
remained master of, and carried into his own 
kingdom, Valerian, and a multitude of other pri-
soners taken in the several provinces into which 
he had carried the war. 

History observes, that he treated them with thezow, 
i»ost shocking inhumanity. 	l le allowed them 
only just tbod enough to keep them from starv-
ing ; nor had they a suffiCiency of water, but were 
led to drink, once a-day, like cattle. 	His cruelty 
towards them was so great, that, in his way back 
to Persia, coming to a place where the road was 
intersected by a ditch, difficult to pass, he order-
ed as many of these unhappy people to be mur-
dered, and their bodies to be thrown into the 
trench, as filled it up to a level with the ground 
on each side, for his troops to go over. Whatever 
horror such barbarity may inspire, it is not to be 
wondered at in Sapor, all er the treatment which 
be made VaWian himself suffer. 

Odenatus wished earnestly to deliver the un- n,,,,,ha.- 
happy emperor from his hard and sham 'fill capti-,'Z'r de.  
vity. 	He entered the territories of the king aim, vole. 
Persia, besieged Ctesiphon, and had the advantage ri: ;I:" 
in several engagements, in which he made some . 
illustrious Satraps prisoners. But lie could not ac-
complish what he would have looked upon as his 
chief glory, and Valerian remained until his death 
in the hands or his proud and merciless master. 

Odenattis's fidelity was not less constant and in-newl,ini. 
violable 	towards 	the 	son, than his ardour wasI'Int,`P l'"1.- 
great, though ineW ,etnal, for the delivery of the 
hither. 	It is remarkable that this Saracen prince, 
in the midst of his victories, alwa)  s acknowledged 
Gallienus. 	IIe 	sent him 	the Persian Satraps 
whom he had made prisoners in different battles ; 
and having received from him the title of gene- 

ral 
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ral of the Roman forces in the East, he exercised 
that command no otherwise, than in subordina-
tion to the prince who had conferred it upon him. 

DAM a and 	Balista did not act upon such noble principles : 
Dl ucrit.ri 	. „need, to- for  as soon as he had driven the Persians from 
getlicrond the Roman territories, he entered into a confe-
the latteris d,„„„ em.deracy with a reit( Ilious subject, to raise the lat- 
Perm' with ter to the throne of their common master. 
his two 
sons. 	Galtienus was in Gaul, according to Zosimus, 

employed in the war against the Germans, when 
his father's disaster happened. 	Thinking only 
how he might take advantage of it, in order to 
indulge himself more freely in pleasure, which 
alone touched his abject soul ; he neither gave 
any orders for the war against the Persians, nor 

rr,• 611' did the army in the east scarce ever hear of him. 1. 	,ri 	. 
Ty. 1 

T
2. 	I or,  negligence furnished a fine opportunity, and 

Ens. Mo. a plausible pretence to the ambitious Alacrian, .8.1. r H. 
'?.5. 	who, after having betrayed Valerian, undertook 

to wrest the empire f'rom his son. 
Macrian was universally esteemed for his supe-

rior talents, both as a statesman, and as a war- 
rior. 	Valerian, as I said befbre, had placed all 
his confidence in him, insomuch, as to appoint. 
him inspector-general and commander over all 
the Roman soldiery : and when he informed the 
senate of this promotion, he enumerated to them 
the glorious exploits by which :11acrian had te-
peatedly distinguished himself in all the provin- 
ces of the empire, from 	his infancy to his old 
age. 	Besides these advantages, this general or 
minister, which ever one may chose t:,  call 1.im, 
possessed immense riches, probably the 1'7114 of 
his rapine and injustice : tbr he was not born to 
any fortune. 	But then, as now, none inquired 

n , h. Tr. 	by V hat means any man had got his riches : it loo r. 1.;. 	was sufficient that he had 	them t and 	Macrian's 
money cnabled him to satisfy the greediness of i lie 
soldiers, by giving them ample largesses. The only 
thing against him was his age, which was far ad- 

vanced, 
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vanced. 	But the artful politician turned this ob- 
stacle into an advantage. 	Having two sons, in the 
flower of their youth, brave and intrepid in war, 
and who had behaved remarkably in the rank of 
military tribunes. to which they had been promot-
ed by Valerian ; he pleaded the weakness (if his 
own age, in order that they might be named em- 
perors with him. 	The affair was managed thus: 

Balista and Macrian assembled a council, con-
sisting of the principal officers of the army : and 
there Balista,laying down as an indisputable fact, 
that it was necessary to chuse an emperor, declar-
ed, that he was not influenced by any personal in-
terest, that he did not pretend to the sovereign 
power, and that his wishes were tbr Macrian. 
This last then stood up and addressed the assem-
bly in these words, attfully calculated to bring 
them to the point he aimed at. 	" I confess, said 
64  he, that the empire does want a head: and I 
" wish it was in my power to assist the republic, 
" and to remove from the government him who 
44  is a disgrace to it. 	But I am old ; I can no 
" longer bear the fatigue of riding ; and the un- 
" usual care which my bad state of heals h obliges 
44  me now to take of myself; would be such an avo- 
" cation as might prove detrimental to the welfare 
" of the state. 	We must have Youth ; nor ought 
" we to be attached to one alone. 	Two or three 
" brave young men, by taking the administration 
" of diGrent provinces, according to the exigen- 
" cy of affairs, will restore the republic, which 
" Valerian by his misfortune, and (3allienus by 
" his 	unworthy conduct, 	have almost entirely 
" ruined." 	Batista, with whom Macrian certainly 
acted in concert, catching at this proposal, imme-
diately replied : " We trust the republic to your 
" prudence. 	Take your two sons for your asso- 
" ciates in the government. 	Independent of all 
" other considerations, they have too much merit 
44  to live with safety under Gallienus." 	All were 

of 
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of the same opinion : not one attempted to assert 
the rights of the lawful prince, who was universal-
ly hated and despised : and Macrian, upon his 
accepting the offer of the empire for himself and 
his sons, promised a donative to the soldiers, con-
tinned Batista in the office of prwtorianimelect, 
which had been given him by Valerian, and ended 
with threatening to make the base and effeminate 
Gallienus fed what sort of officers his father had 
employed. 	The soldiers applauded the resolution 
of the council. 	Macrian was proclaimed emper- 

. or with his two sons, the eldest of whom bore the 
same name as himself, and the other was called 
Quietus. 

rui• Th'i• 	It is said in Eusebius, who is therein followed id. 	 I/. 
o. 	by Zonaras, that Macrian, not being able to wear 

' the imperial ornaments, because he was maimed 
and lame, transmitted them to his sons. 	But if 
he did not clothe himself; at least generally, with 
the ensigns of the sovereign dignity, it is very cer-
tain that he exercised its power. 

ire prc- 	By usurping it, he placed himself in a situation 
Fir" "' g." much less safe than splendid. 	Though Asia had into the 
west, in 	declared in his favour, his strength was Etr from 
order to 	being such as could secure him from &mow • for rnz,ku that 	 ' 	r. 	) 

pert or the he was encompassed by enemies on all sides. 	In 
(min." ne-  the cast, he feared Odenatus, who was then mak-knowicd;;,: hi m. 	ing war for Gallientis, against Sapor, with conhi- 
TnI. 6  ' IL  dt rumble success. 	In the west, he was not acknow- 2 	.- Tr. 	, 
Ty,. it 1- 'edged at all. 	Forming his plan in consequence 
ii. 	of this double object, he marched in person to- 

wards Greece and Italy, with his eldtst son, and 
the greatest of his forces ;  and left Quietus and 

Videna and Batista in Syria, to Oppose Odenatus. 
ri 0 a ,- 	Before 	he set out, and in order to prepare his mime the 
paid° in 	way, lie judged it necessary to get rid of Valen.,, 
(iree(e. 	proconsul of Achaia, whom he looked upon as a 
and are 	• 

killed. 	rival, jealous of his grandeur. 	Be gave this con)- 
T, '14 G 'll• mission to Piso one of the most illustrious mein- 
.1.. Tr. 	begs of the senate. 	This  is order produced two new 7' i,20. 
:et. 	 emperors 
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emperors or usurpers ; for emperors were made 
then with greater ease, than the mayor of a town 
is chosen now-a-days : and, accordingly, their 
fall was often as sudden as their rise. 

Valens, being informed that Piso was sent to 
kill him, assumed the purple. 	Piso, on his side, 
finding he could not surprize Valens, and fearing 
his vengeance, caused himself to be proclaimed 
emperor by the handful of soldiers that accom-
panied him : and as it was in Thessaly that he 
received the titles of the imperial power, he took 
occasion from thence, without any sort of prece-
dent, to give himself the surname of Thessalicus. 
His fortune, or rather the shadow which he had 
embraced, vanished in a moment. 	It cost Va-
lens only the trouble of ordering some of his 
troops to go and kill Piso ; and he himself was 
killed soon after by his own soldiers. 

This Valens was the nephew, or grand-nephew, 
of another Valens, who revolted against Decius, 
and of whom we have already spoken. 

Great encomiums are given to the probity of 
Piso, who, say his panegyrists, worthy to be the 
heir of the ancient Piso's, was a living picture of 
the austere virtue so much admired in them in 
the times of the republican government. 	Valens, 
continue they, his enemy, and his murderer, said 
himself, that he should be punished in hell, for 
taking away the life of so good a man : to which 
is added, that' the senate decreed him divine ho- 
nours. 	 I give all this just as I find it in my au- 
thor, withGut pretending to warrant the truth of 
what he says : for indeed, it must be owned, that 
Piso's attachment to Alacrian, his undertaking to 
kill Valens, and the manner in which he made 
himself emperor, do not at all agree with that 
high idea which some writers would fain give us 
of his virtue. 

The 
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The feeble oppositions formed by Valens and 
Piso were defeated in a moment, without giving 
Macrian the least disturbance. 	But he met with 
difficulties, dangers, and at last death, in the war 
which he carried into Illyricum ; that province, 
which had been the theatre of great commotions, 
being perfectly quiet and united, and defended 
by a powerfid army, when he attacked it. 

Ingeimus 	In the beginning of Gallienus's reign, Illyricum 
kaus,,,, bbn- was ravaged by the Sarmatians. Ingenuus, a brave par it, be 
Druclaimerl warrior, who commanded in Pannonia, and was 
OITIreror in extremely beloved by his troops, checked the in- ILIvricurn, 
if: C,onquer. cursions of those barba-ians. But fearing lest even 
*I by Cal- the glory of these successes should give umbrage 
hems. and 
iffeg  his 	to a prince who was an enemy to merit, he usurp- 
life. 	ed the place of him whose jealousies alarmed him, 
Trrb. Tr. 
1!ii . 9. 	and made his troops invest him with the impe.ial 

purple. 	Gallienus flew into a violent rage, and 
Futrop. 4, 	his  anger giving him courage, he lift Gaul, ituIrch- 

- .4u rd. Vitt. ed into Illyricum, gave the rebel battle near Mur- 
sa * in Pannonia, and gained the victory. 	Inge- 
nuus was either killed on the fiLdd of battle, or 
killed himself soon atter liar fear of falling into 
the hands of a merciless conqueror. 

ifniti,1 	Gallium indulged 	his revenge with all 	the 
rritelty or cruelty of an abject soul. 	He spared none. Both 
4 ;alum's.. the soldiersand the inhabitants of the countyy were 

extirpated. 	I do not believe that more barban ins, 
more inhuman orders wet e ever gives by any man, 
than tho..e that were contained in a letter which 
he wrote on this occasion, and which one cannot 
read without shuddering with horror...I shall give 
it here, as it has been transmitted to us by 'Fre. 
bellin • Pollio. " i ;all ien us to Verianuq. 	I shall not 
" be plriqrsd 	\\ jib  you, if you put to death only 
" those who bear arms, and whom the fate of wat 
" iniAlit have carried 	off. 	All the maks should 
r‘ he ma,•aci eel, if old men and children could be 

44 pnr 

**N1:n 4 ,  r. ,, ck, ippn The rire.e.Nricc. 
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" put to death without giving room to blame us. 
" I order you to kill whoever has spoken ill of 
.,;‘ inc. 	Tear, kill, and drag in pieces. 	Think as 
" 1 do ; and observe what is said 	in this letter, 
" written with my own hand." 	"Would a Scy-
thian man-eater speak otherwise than this prince 
immersed in luxury ? 

His horrid cruelty immediately produced a new 
rebellion. 	The troops and the people of Meciia.. 
covered with the blood of their comrades and re-
lations, and fearing the like treatment for them- 
selves, raised 	Regillianus to the throne, that lie 
might be their defender. 
• Regillianus was of Decian origin, descended, as rtegilha- 

it is said, from the family of Decebalus, that kingltluutsjdi.i'cti-
of the Dacians who was so famous uwler Domi. the ru,au 
tian and Trajan. 	His skill 	in war procured him 	°niu' ili'''4e- 
the important employment of commander of thei-iik3;P$;at 
frontier of 111p-it:mu; and in that station he gain- 'ild1141.10.  
ed a great victory over the barbarians near the 
city of Scnpi ''' 	in Mwsia. 	Trebellius pretends 
that he owed the empire to a sort of pun which 
some of the soldiers made upon his name, by de- 
riving it lion) that of Rex, Riv. 	'Put even, it 
there be any tbundation for this story, his success 
was, doubtless, owing solely to the then state of 
anirs, of which 1 have taken notice. 	Itegillianus 
did not long enjoy the title of emperor. 	A sedi. 
Lion, which broke out in his army, and which be-
gan among the auxiliary ti000s of the barbarians, 
cut him off before Alacrian reached Illyrieum. 

N/acrian vas opposed there by Auteuil's, whose A,4,mut,,.. 
situation and conduct cannot easily be ascertain-"11 	(" • i,:,t11": ,, 
ed from any monuments that now remain NAM ivo nt,,,,,,,, 
thereto. 	ft 	i-; pretty certain that lk• eo11uinoliled::''".11-, 
Gallienns's cavalry in the battle against Ingenimq,,,;3,,: 
and that he had a great share in the victorv. 	It is.-6. ,:1td,,  
Probable that the emperor placed him at the head  1,;`.:;), 1,;%! 

ori..-• 	,,,,. 
• J.,. pii. 1 

' Pivv Scopie 	or I'qmpi',4 .:!i  11,eLqt•-0. 	 i ?, pi. , 
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of the army destined to fight Macrian. 	But whe-
ther Aurcolus revolted then, and assumed the 
purple, as Trebellius supposes, seems doubtful. 
His open defection seems rather to belong to a 
considerably later time. 	Not that I would be 
thought to mean that he ever was submissive to 
Gallienus's orders.' Facts give us room to think, 
that though he still continued to command the 
army which had been intrusted to him, and to 
acknowledge Gallicnus nominally, yet he always 
kept himself independent. 

At the same- time that he retained the title of 
Gallienus's general, he had himself a general, who 
was subordinate to him. 	Domitian, who pretend- 
ed to belong to the family of the emperor Domi-
tian, and to be descended .from Domitilla the sis-
ter of the prince, commanded Aureolus's troops, 
and, under his Auspices, conquered Macrian in a 
pitched battle. 	This action was not in itself de- 
cisive. 	Of tbrty-five thousand which 	Macrian 
had brought into the field, thirty thousand 	still 
remained under his banners. 	But in civil wars, 
a change of sides is often brought about with 
great case, and 	very little scruple. 	The con- 
quered troops, whether from discouragement Ibr 
their late defeat, or whether they were gained 
over by Aureolus's intrigues, abandoned their 
leader ; and he was forced to beg, as a favour, of 
the very persons who betrlyed him, to kill him 
and his son, that he might avoid the disgrace of 
capti% it v, and of an ignominiou • death. 

ttniaLit. 	IIis 	ruin 	brought 	on 	that ol• his.,second son 
1""-"'",1  Quietus, whom 	lie had left in the east. 	This 
spin, 	 ttuot“ 
ell by We- young prince found himself ben« een two fortnida- 
'"'"". i ' 	ble enemies, Aureolus the conqueror of his faller, kn.,' in 
t.... v.. 	and ()demi iis, Nvho was returning in ti iiimpli from 
7 r'5. 7.r• 	his ,,lorions expedition against Sapor. 	This last, T, /r.14.h .14. 1.,. 	. 
4: IS. t• 	king the nearest, was most to be feared. 	lie int- 
'''. 4 	mediately entered Syria, and Quietus was obliged 

to shut himself up in liniesa, with Batista. 	Ode- 
flatus 
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flatus besieged them, and they had no way to es- 
cape. 	But Balista, whose head was fertile in ex-
pedients, and who did not pique himself upon his 
fidelity when it exposed him to danger, knowing 
that the person of Quietus was what Odenatus 
aimed at, resolved to make his peace by sacri- 
Acing that unfortunate young prince: and, accord- 
ingly, he persuaded the inhabitants of Einesa to 
kill him, and throw his body over their walls. Ode- 
natus, satisfied with this, raised the siege : and Ba-Batista .  
lista, then master of the city, seized the treasures ,"=,`"'' 
which IMacrian had left there, and with the help of :ror and 
that rich booty, caused himself to be proclaimed 
emperor, by the soldiers under his command. Hisuiree yearC 
shadow of an empire must have been confined by tile 

meansof 
within very narrow bounds : for Odenatus wasodenaiva 
such a neighbour as would not suffer him to ex- 
tend them far. 	He bore the title of emperor, 
however, about three years, without doing any 
one exploit that we know of in all that time ; at 
the end of which Odenatus, persisting in his zeal 
for Gallicnus, found means to bribe a soldier who 
killed the rebel in his tent. 

Thus the atThirs of the east began to acquire The c4st 
some stability. 	That extensive country remained ter"?„7atts 
in peace and quiet, through the valour and good through 
conduct of Odenatus, who repulsed its foreign c n e - !tinyguol,„1""r 
mies, and siippressed its internal divisions. He was .0aduct of 

the continual scourge of Sapor, whom he ceased 1):le1";!,' 
not to harrass by repeated attacks, and whom he ror. 1 5• 
twice made tremble in Ctesiphon. Ile would have /,;',;:*th  G , j.  
attacked .1\1:tcrian, if this last had not gone to I1-3„y 10 
lyricum, there to seek his death. 	lie destroyed 
two usurpers, Quietus and Balista; and, which is 
much to his prai-e, ill th ! mid,t of so wane exam- 
ples of rebellion, he 	was constantly taithfid 	to 
Gallienus. 	I do not examine whether that fide- 
lity proceeded from 	an absolutely disinterestc.d 
motive. 	Certain it is, that he never deviated from 
it. 	Odenatn$'s ambition kept within the bounds 

of 
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of his duty : and though he might have arrogated 
to him..-elf the greatest honours; he chose rather 
to receive them, as a recompence, from the hand 
of him who was the lawful distributer of them. 

Gallienus, who had so many obligations to him, 
was sensible of them, and rewarded his services. 
Odenatus, as I have already said, was originally 
prince of Palmyra, or chief'of a tribe of Saraceils. 

Tiett. Tr. 	He took the title of king, according to Trebellius, 
.',9' 15' 	at the time of his preparing fbr his first expedition 

against Sapor. 	But I rather think he had received 
it before, from Valerian, to whom he was attach- Z war. 

m.b. cal. ed. 	After AIacrian's revolt, Gallienus appoint- 
lii.: 	ed Odenatus commander in chief of the Roman 

forces in the cast : and lastly, to reward his con-
stant fidelity in a proper manner, he created him 
Augustus, with the advice of his brother Valerian, 
and his relation Lueillus. 	lie likewise caused 
money to be coined, on which the conqueror of 
Sapor was represented dragging after him the 
Persians loaded with chains. 	The promotion of 
Od2natus was applauded by the whole empire, and 
is mentioned in history as the best thing that Gal- 
lienus ever (lid. 	Odeuatus communicated his 
new title, anti the honours thereunto belonging, 
to tl.e celebrated Zenobia his wife, and to all his 
»m»erous family, of whom we shall have occasion 
to speak more lolly. 	This account. slims how un- 
ilistly Trebellius has call. d alenatus an usurper : 
since it is very plain, that he (I;il mit assume 	the 
supreme honom 3 ill .;ally, but was invested with 
them by the authuiity of him who hal a right to 
confer them. 

attic. 	Gallienus reaped 	the fruits of Odenati"'s la- 
""" I" 	bou , 	Ns ithout qi% in , 	himself the 	lea.1 per.onal or Oil ;na- 
1
1
:

1
1
,
'
,.
. vidu- tr011111,`. 	lie 	II keNVIS'e claimed the Alory of the in. 

	

„ e„. Go/.  Odenat us congn..red the Persianc : 	but (;allienus 
a„), 7— triumphed 161. the A jet( kry. 	It 	was after the 	de- n.. 	feat and death of Alma Li» and his sons, that tho 

emperor, thinking himself secure from all 	fl ture 
danger, 
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danger, resolved not only to return to his former 
course of pleasures, which the war had interrupt-
ed; but also to give a magnificent feast, as a mark 
of viciory and peace. 

Thi • triumph was in itself ridiculous; and the 
captivity of Valerian rendered it so indecent and 
ignominious, that it drew a most bitter reproach 
upon,Galliell us even during the ceremony. Troops 
of sham prisoners, that is to say, of men whom 
nobody knew, disguised like Sarmatians, Goths, 
Franks, and Persians, thrilled a numerous train of 
seeming captives,who were led on withgreat pomp 
and pageantry. 	Some wags, going up to a group 
of pretended Persians, examined them very atten-
tively, one after the other, looking eagerly, in their 
faces : and when they were asked what they want-
ed; " We arc looking, answered they, for the em- 
peror's father." 	Gallienus, being informed of 
this, was so nettled at the joke, that he ordered 
the imprudent authors of it to be burnt 4. 

His triumph was accompanied with all sorts of 
games, races in the circus, hunting in the pre-
sence Of the people, theatrical entertainments, 
and combats of wrestlers and gladiatoth 	Eating, 
drinking, and diverting himself; were Gallienus's 
sole study ; and all his talk was, " What have we 
" fbr dinner ? What diversions are got ready ? 
" What play is to be acted ? how many gladia. 
" tors are to fight to-day ?" 

Soon after his triumph, or perhaps at the same (Loh, „„, 
time, Gallienus made magnificent rejoicings to,  , k holy, 
celebrate tli 	tenth year of his reign, which had 1,1:`,::`„7.11; ,  
begun with that of his father. 	1 think 1 cannotn lei,. 

find 
" Trebellins makes this adventure happen at the time of the 

feasts that u ere given in the tenth year of Galliums, of whith 
Ise shall speak immediately. 	ilut either the:4? filets and the 
triumph must ha‘e been celebrated together, or the histurign 
has misplaced the tact in question, which, by its nature. tilost 
belong to the triuniph. 

1 oi.. IX. 	 G 
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find a more proper place than this, to mention 
two puerilities, which show the frivolous and 
trifling turn of mind of this emperor. 

rwraities 	In the games which he gave to the people, a 
of this 
prince, 	null of enormous size was exhibited, which a km- 
Id. Ibid. 12. ter was to engage until he killed it either with 

javelins or arrows. 	The inexpert hunter shot ten 
times at the animal without wounding it. 	Upon 
this the emperor decreed him the crown : and as 
the spectators murmured at his bestowing the re-
ward so improperly, he ordered the herald to call 
out with a loud voice : " To miss a bull so often, 
" is a very difficult thing." 

The other story is of the same stamp. 	A mer- 
chant sold the empress false jewels instead of true; 
and the princess, extremely incensed, insisted on 
his being punished with exemplary rigour. Galli-
enus threatened the fellow terribly, and ordered 
him to be carried into the circus, as if to be ex- 
posed to a furious lion. 	The criminal expected 
instant death: when those that had the charge of 
him, by private orders from the emperor, instead 
of a lion, turned a capon out against him. 	The 
people laughed heartily, and Gallienus did the 
same, crying out, " The biter is bit." 

There may, perhaps, be a sort of wit, but cer-
tainly there is no kind of dignity, in these jokes. 
What idea can be fiffined of a prince who amused 
himself with such fooleries, whilst every thing 
round him was going to ruin ? For, not to repeat 
what I have already said of the plague, earth-
quakes, and other calamities, the In rbarians who 
invaded the empire, and the usurpers who started 
up in it, seemed to have entered into an agree-
ment to tear the state to pieces. 

I have already named several usurpers, but have 
not yet mentioned them all. 	Egypt, Africa, Isau- 
ria, and Gaul, had their several pretenders to the 
throne. 	I .;hall take another opportunity to speak 

of 
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of Gaul, which was not desolated, but saved by 
those who rose up in it against Gallienus, and 
made themselves masters of that country. 

In Egypt, Emilian was in a manner forced by Einakii 
the circumstances of things to assume the itnpe- trm,71  
vial purple. 	He had been prmfect of Egypt fori,:4PZ 
some years, and, as such, in consequence of Va- r Apart. 
lerian's orders, he persecuted the Christians ofrlyt 22. 
Alexandria, and St Dionysius their bishop. 	Un-lin ft,ile• 
der the reign of Gallienus, being continued in the it. i 21: 
same office, he was attacked by a furious sedition, 
the cause of which was one of the most trivia 
that can possibly be imagined. 	A slave bragging 
that he was better shod than a soldier he happened 
to be in company with, the soldier grew angry, 
and beat him. The inhabitants of Alexandria, the 
most seditious, the most restless, and the most 
turbulent of all people, took the slave's part : the 
soldiers gathered about their comrade, words en.. 
sued, both parties grew warm, and a sedition was 
kindled up in an instant. 	If this sedition be the 
same with that of which the St Dionysius I have 
just been speaking of gives us an account, as I 
am much inclined to think *, it was carried to 
the most violent height, and became a real war. 
All communications between the different quar-
ters of the city was cut off, and it was easier, 
says that saint, to go from one end of the world 
to the other, than from Alexandria to Alexan- 
dria. 	The streets were filled with blood. 	The 
dead 	bodies, remaining unburied, exhaled 	an 
infection which corrupted the air, and brought 
on the plague. 	Emilian endeavoured in vain to 
appease the people. 	They were exasperated a- 

2 	 gainst 

• M. de Tillernout, guided by the order of time, joins this 
sedition to the revolt of Maerian, who was acknow ledAed in 
Egypt as well as in Syria. 	But the exact date of all the titcts 
here spoken of, are so uncertain, and so difficult to fix, that it 
tir perhaps as safe to follow the chain of e' elite. 
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gainst him, and attacked him with stones and 
darts : upon which the przefect, to avert the im-
minent danger that threatened him, declared him- 
self emperor. 	He kneW that he should please all 
Egypt by delivering it from the yoke of Gallic-
nus

' 
 who was hated and despised there, as well as 

in all other places. 	In effect, the people and the 
• soldiers immediately re-united to acknowledge his 

sovereign authority. 	The other cities of Egypt 
followed the example of the capital : or, if any 
of them hesitated, Emilian soon reduced them 
by taking possession of the public granaries from 
whence they drew their subsistence. 

He governed the country for some time with 
prudence and vigour. 	He visited Egypt and 
Thebitis, and restored tranquillity and good order 
wherever lie went. 	He checked the incursions of 
the barbarians, whether Arabs or Ethiopians; and 
was preparing to carry the war into India, says the 
historian, that is to say, into Ethiopia, when he 
himself was attacked by Theodotus, an Egyptian, 
to whom Galhienus had committed the execution 
of his vengeance. 	History observes that the em-
peror had thought of giving Theodotus the rank 
of proconsul : but that lie was hindered from it 
by an ancient superstition, which prevailed among 
the Romans so far back as in the times of Cicero 

Iimi. In I and Pompey, and likewise by certain pretended 
"-"- ' .'•oraeles which threatened the republic with great •i it. calamities, and promised liberty to Egypt, Weyer a 

Roman v,eneral, preceded by the consular fitsces, 
should eni :r that country with an manly. 

a I." .4,, 	A blti le was fought between Emilian and Theo- 
i.»,,,,qii. (lotus, in which the limner was conquered. 	N1.dc 
11 II. 	Ingc- 
I 	 Ti.1104 el 1. 	ll rnuint : uppbt, es that,after his defeat,he retired 
1. i "I., ''''l to Bruchitim, a large and beautiful quarter of Alex- - 	sn 	.0. ,.10..:.a 	audril, amid there sustained a siege, which is that 

• mentioned by St Dionysius of Alexandria, and in , 	. u: d. 
, ,r.,d.• which St Anatolius and St EuiLhith, both after- 

wards 
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wards bishops of Laodicea, were admired for their 
ingenuous charity in comforting and relieving the 
unhappy besieged, who perished with hunger. 

They both held a very distinguished rank in 
the city of Alexandria, and were intimately con-
nected by the bonds of Christian friendship. They 
Were, however separated on this occasion. 	Ana- 
tolius was shut up in Bruchium ; and Eusebius, 
who remained with the Romans, had sonic inter-
est even with their general, who, according to 
our supposition, was Theodotils. 	Famine began 
to prey upon the besieged, when 'Anatolius, mov-
ed with compassion fbr their wants and misery, 
applied privately to Euscbius, desiring him to ob-
tain from the Roman general an amnesty for those 
who should leave the city and surrender them-

selves to him. His request being granted, and a 
council being held soon after, be immediately pro-
posed surrendering the place, and making peace 
with the besiegers. 	The answer was, that no 
peace should Le made. 	" If that be the case, re- 
" plied he, and you arc determined to hold out 
" to the last extremity, it will be prudent to turn 
" out all useless mouths, who only consume Jim 
" remainder of our provisions." This advice waN  
approved of; and A natolius, being charged to see 
it executed, caused first the ChriAians to go out, 
then those among the Gentiles, whose SOx or are 
entitled them most to pity, and AI erwardsnumberi 
of others disguised like women. Ett,ebitis received 
them like a tender father and a charitable physi-
cian, and fuLtnished them with all necessary tbod, 
taking care at the same time not to over-load their 
gomachs, weakened and coenuated by Imig t:e.t. 
Mg. 

Whatever may be the precise date of this edify- rmium, i., 
ing action, of which 1 have thought it incumbenttukt‘n, ami 
on me not to deprive my readers; Ernilian who has liin i

t
. 

occasioned niy mentioning it, met with a very me. 7. 	• -r 
laneholyfate. Ile was taken by Theodotivi, and sent 	' r 

	7, ' 
..., 0 	 to 
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to Gallienus, who, treating him as the ancient Ro-
mans did the kings and generals that were their 
prisoners, ordered him to be strangled in prison. 

Texan- 	The almost uninterrupted chain of misfortunes 
dria d which fell upon Alexandria, so depopulated that pulatd.

ello- 

Ju:. "he' great city, that, after these calamities, the. number „Ea. v 
21. 	

ii. 
	of its inhabitants from fbur to fourscore years of 

age, was not equal to that which had used to be 
reckoned before of those who were between forty 
and seventy. 	This difference was known by the 
registers that were kept for the gratuitous distri-
butions of corn. 

Cetsus an 	Africa likewise revolted against Gallienus, and 
usurper of had its usurper, though but for a very little while. 
rririg,"rhe proconsul Vibius Passienus and Fabius Pom- , 
Treb. Tr, peianus who was charged with the defence of the 
Tyr. 29* 	frontiers of Lybia, having concerted measures 

with the emperor's cousin, Galliena, undertook to 
raise to the sovereign dignity an old officer named 
Celsus, who had retired from the service, and 
lived in the country. 	He was admired for his 
size, and esteemed for his probity. As the insur-
rection was sudden, the rebels, not having any 
purple at hand to clothe their emperor with, took 
the robe of the goddess worshipped at Carthage, 
under the name of Celestis, or Urania. 	Celsus 
only appeared upon the stage, and was killed at 
the end of seven days. After his death, his body 
liras insulted with the utmost inhumanity ;  being 
thrown to hungry dogs by the inhabitants ofSicca, 
who had remained faithPul to Gallienus, and who 
hung his effigy upon a cross : a new kind of ig-
nominy, never before inflicted upon any one who 
had borne the name of Caesar. 

7.„.belb„,,. 	It is astonishing to what degree the once so ma- 
I""un" jestie title of Roman emperor was now degraded tlio title of 
fini cur in awl debased. Trebelliantii, an Isaurian by birth, a 
"nrja. is robber by profession, and justly called by his ene- tipti lord, 	• 
vo kintd. Imes a captain of thieves, stiled himself emperor, 
k• aid. 20. and caused money to be coined in his name, with 

the 
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the addition of that august title. 	Whilst he kept 
to the mountains, which were inaccessible to every 
one except the natives of the country, he was able 
to defimd himself: but Causiloleus, the brother of 
Theodotus of whom we have been speaking, be-
ing sent against him by Gallienus, drew him down 
into a plain, where he defeated and killed him, 

The incursions ofthe Isaurians did not end with The kau- • 
him. 	They continued their old practice of des- rtionni,X 
cending suddenly from their mountains, plunder- bare. 	' 

ing the low country, and carrying off their booty 
with the same diligence to their fortresses. Power-
ful emperors tried in vain either to drive them 
from their holds, or to block them up in them. 
Though repulsed fin a time, they always returned 
to the charge, and still continued their depreda-4„,„.  
tions even after the reign of Constantius the son.lfarc.t. 
of Constantine : so that they were in filet a small' 
state of robbers;who subsisted independant of, and 
at enmity with all others, in the middle of one of 
the finest countries of the Roman empire. 	They 
could boast of antiquity ; for their ancestors had 
carried on the very same trade in the time of the 
famous war of the pirates, which Pomp 'y ended. Rom m.,A. 
Au illustrious Roman general then took the stir-f;12: It-
name of Isauricns, in consequence of his exploits 
against them. 

Saturnin us usurped the titles and honours of the Sat,mmni9 
imperial power, whilst Gallienus was emperor: but'air,',:i!”-
we cannot say in what country he reigned. We on- ror, in,,i air_ 
ly know that the army which he commanded, in- it:i1Z,ni: 
censer at the shamefitl conduct of the emperor,thom. who 
raised his general to the empire. Ile is said to have:tek'd  
told the soldiers, whilst they were cloath iug him net,. 7'r. 
wit li the purple, that they had lost a good general, i r'• '''' 
and made a bad emperor. A sensible expression ; 
but which does not seem to have been applicable 
to him. Saturninus was very capable of governing 
m ell, if he had the qualities which the 	historian 
gil, es him; skill in war,proved by his vietai ies over 

the 
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the barbarians ; singular prudence ; uncommon 
dignity of behaviour.; a remarkable mildness and 
atlability of temper, and at the same time great 
steadiness in maintaining discipline among the 
troops. 	To this steadiness, which the licentious- 
ness of the soldiers could not brook, he owed his 
ruin. 	It drew upon him their hatred, and he was 
killed by the very persons who had ckctcd him. 

metirt.fons 	The barbarians, as I said before, ravaged the 
of t he bar- empire,at the same time that the usurpers dismem. barium. beret! it: but in the East, .41enatqs stopt and even 

conquered the Persians. In Gaul, Postliumus, who 
Caused himself to be acknowledged emperor there, 
as I shall hereafter relate, kept the German nations 
within bounds. The middle of the empire, the de-
fence of Which depended upon Callien us, because 
no usurper had been able to establish himself so-
lidly there, suffered dreadtill calamities, occasion-
ed by the Sarmatians, the Seythians, and theGoths. 

Italy IT. 	Italy was the first province which they attacked. 
vied bY a Whilst 'Valerian perished in 	.Mesopotamia, and swarm or s,,aiiattil. Gallienus was yet in Gaul, the Scvthians or Goths 

;,. 	(for these names are often used one for the other 
in the history of the times we are now speaking 
of) having finmed a 1111tnorous army of the differ-
era people of their nation, divided their threes. 
One part of them fell upon Illyrieum : the other 
pc netrated into Italy and put: even Rome in clan. 
pc r. 	The senate greatly alarmed, had recourse 
to 	itch expedients as were within their reach. 
To the city cohorts they joined the best and 
hat 	; - (lnt est men among the people, 1,•hom 	they 
obl,:, ed h.) take up arms : by which means they as.- 
semi 	il an arni ' superior in number to the barba- 
rian-, and whicri so thr awed them, as to prevent 
their i rpm:wiling the capital : 	but they on r-ran 

AllIdler 	•all Itak—ind ravaged it in a most •,heel•iie ,-, • manner. byp 	. 9  
,i ”fl• ili 	Tin or Iter body of Seythians,w ho Ltd elto,en Il- 
il',n id "I "-  lyricum ti,r the theatre of their exploits, entered* 

ri  
thol. ,I all 	 'I to aye 
Croi i o• 
t1 • 	I I; 	• Zo,* mu,r and 'Zotir .13 rein tli: iv (141..k n Of t11( C;othr to tl 
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Thrace and Macedonia, and even laid siege to 2-,1,11. 
Thessalonica. 	All Greece, of which that city m.  G"11.5. a 	zinutr, 
was the key, trembled. 	The .Athenians rebuilt 
their walls, NVIliC11, for 	near four 	hundred years 
past, had remained in the ruinous condition to 
which they were reduced by Sylla. 	The inhabi- 
tants of Peloponnestis barred their isthmus by a 
wall from sea to sea. 	The Goths could not take 
Thcssalonica, which defended itself' with tolerable 
ease against the barbarians, who did not lil:e the 
Ertigues of a siege so well as ravaging an.oucn. 
country. 	They spread themselves, howcver ,.,', 	r 

pirus, Acarnania, 	and 	Borotia, 	atna.-1,;e,! 	... 	,...-.,t: 
oty there, and then set out for 11.1— i., 	...,• 

As soon as Gallienus was infbrmed of the inva-  c  ,"'entlf, 
n of Italy by the Scyt hians, he li•ft Gaul ; 	and ,t ),,-,1  ., ,1"1  
there 	e any truth in what Zosinms relates oflfa!y, and n 
-;.eat exploit of this prin;:.e against the Germans, Itl,°,,':,1„  int. 

,ar Milan, it probably belongs to this time. 	.111yricuni. 
We arc not told that Gallienus did any thing  to 
IV('  Ille SCytiliallS out  of Italy. 	Perhaps they had 
1 that co(ntrybelbre he  arrived there. 
I le was afterwards obliged to go int,) Illyricnnt, 
Hither he was called by two gars, the one eiN il, 

,d the other fbreign, both carried on at the same 
le : these were, the rebellion of lugentius, and 
. hostilities or the SCVtill'IliN. 	We know that he 
nquered Ingenhil 	Ill a pitchcd battle. 	As to the 
yrmair, it they.did 	not 	retire voluntarily into 
cir own country, but were dr;ven hack  beyond 

the 
e (1'. 	V"1".;31/. 	Triliellitlq 	pliNicA 	it 	under 	6allicillis ; 	and 

Last arrangement 	is 	that %% Inch M. de Tilicilluilt LL1S  pre- 
ed. 

.  Trchellios says that the Goths were then hoiden J. 	Ma- 
11; 	m bleb is not ahmiluttly impossilde, as  khat iiHirlicr did 

h "hunt this time to the western parts of 	the umpire, in 
04 of Coltgliclilig it from 	Galliennr. 	Ihit as we iiltil a few 
.s  idler a Marcian making u ay ‘igoroudy against tile Goths, 
hunting them down every I‘here, it is not  improliaf& that 

0 names so mach alike may 11;1Ve hCcit Colli.olintled. 
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104 	 the Danube by the Roman arms, the honour of 
that advantage belongs to Ingenuus, to Ilegilli-
anus, to Anreohis, who were brave warriors, and 

lip 	commanded great armies upon the spot, rather 
than to Gallienus, of whom no mention is made 
in history on this occasion. 

The defeat of Alacrian, • who fought and was 
likewise conquered in Illyricum, was also the work I of Aurcolus : and I do- not see that any share of 
what was done in that country can be given to 
Gallienus, except the cruel vengeance which he 

Ms cruel took on Byzantium, for which Trebellius, who re-
yenge a- 

1, 	aainst the  fates I_ • ,t,  does not assign any motive. 	But we may 
nyzan- 	conjecture, with some probability, that the infra- 
Trek Gall. bitants of that city had favoured Macrian's pas- 
s,  `fl  7. 	sage into Europe, and that it was for this reason 

that Gallienus, now conqueror, treated them as 
enemies. 	As 	the 	Byzantines mistrusted 	him, 
they at first shut their gates against him. 	Ile got 
admittance, however, upon a promise of acting 
with moderation and clemency : but the moment 
he was master of the place, he basely broke his 
word, and caused both the garrison and the in-
habitants to be massacred : all were cut off: and 
nt the time when Trebellius wrote, there was no 
longer any ancient family in Byzantium, except 
those of which an accidental absence, occasioned 
either by business or pleasure, or by t heir being 
employed in the armies, kid saved qiine remains. 

This bloody execution coincides Ilea 1 ly with the 
time of the feasts which Gallienus gave on account 
of his tenth year. 	his cruelties aga,:ust his sub- 
jects, and his pleasures, occupied him alternately ; 
whilst the barbarians renewed their incursions, 
without being discouraged by their former losses. 

Tb, 4,,,,,. 	It is Nevy difficult, not to say impossible, to fix 
31'"144 til("  the precise date:;, and 	distinguish 	the 	particular barbarians 
,(,,thiu, 	circumstances of their different invasions, which 
lining the never ceased during all the reign of Gallienus. 
whole 	" 
vi,n ,,, 	1 heir events were always nearlyalike, and ‘074. have .. 	,- 
iti,dii,..mn,. 	 110 
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no knowledge of them but through the channel of 
inaccurate writers, and ignorant abbreviators, who 
murder facts, and confound names, times, and 
places. 	The general idea that results from their 
lame accounts, is, that all the provinces of Illy-
ricum and Asia-minor, the islands of the Egwan 
sea, and Greece itself, were continually exposed 
to the ravages of the Scythian and German na-
tions, who poured in both by sea and land some-
times passing the Danube, sometimes entering by 
the mouth of that great river, and sometimes 
crossing the Euxine sea ; and in the engage-
ments which they fought, were sometimes victo-
rious, and sometimes defeated, but never daunted 

91 

or destroyed. 	We find in particular, that the Treb. GR. 
temple of Diana of Ephesus was plundered andIrs,rd; 4  
burnt by the barbarians ; that ancient Ilium, al- reb. G:. 
ways unfortunate, suffered from them the same 20.  
calamities as were brought upon it many ages be- 
fore by the Greeks ; that they also sacked the 
city of Chalcedon, and reduced it to so deplorable 
a condition, that, three hundred years after, it 
still retained marks of their fury ; that all Trojan's R,, ,,,,P. 
conquests beyond the Danube were recovered Ari";11"- 
from the Romans, and became again the property 
of the barbarians. 

a 

1 

The Heruli appear here for the first time in hi-sync. 
story ; Syncellus gives us a sort of particular ac- 
count of their expedition. 	Only I cannot com- 
prehend how he brings frOm the Palus Mreotis, a 
nation that was always German. 	But be that as 
it may, tIv following is his account, with the ad-
dition of some circumstances borrowed from Tre-. 
bcllius. 	The Ileruli sailing out of the Palus Mat- 
Otis with five hundred vessels, took to the right, 
and made the 	masters of Byzantium, and 
of Chrvsorlis, which is on the other side of the 
streights. 	There they fought a battle, the succes% 
of which was not. favourable to them ; but did not 
however hinder them from continuing their route. 

They 
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They made descents at Cyzicus, and several other 
places which they ravaged. 	They likewise plun- 
dered the islands of Lemnos and 'Scyras ; and af-
terwards, crossing over into Greece, overrun all 
Peloponnesus. 	The cities of Corinth, Sparta and 
Argos, were plundered, and Athens would have 
suffered the same fate, had it not been for the va- 

T,b. Gill. lour of 1)ixippus, who, cultivating equally both 
13.  learning and arms, was an excellent warrior, as 

well as a famous writer. 	That brave Athenian, 
putting himself' at the head of his countrymen, 
waited for the barbarians in a narrow pass, where, 
aided by the advantage °this situation, he defeated 
them, and saved his country. In their retreat, they 
plundered the rest of Greece, Ruotia, Epirus, and 
without doubt Thessaly also, which lay in their 

sy, road. 	At length, having crossed Macedonia, and 
part of Thrace, they met, near the river Nessus, 
the emperor Gallienns, who had marched to the 
assistance of the invaded provinces. 	This prince 
gave them battle, and killed three thousand of 
their men, which, joined probably to other cir-
cumstances, the particulars whereof are not ex-
plained, induced the I leruhan commander, Nan- 
lobates, to sue for peace from the Romans. 	It. 
was granted him, and if we believe Synccllu., 
Gallienus made him consul. 	In this case, Md°. 
'bates must be reckoned the 	first barbarian why 
arrived at the supreme magistracy of Rome. 

Our authors likewise speak of another irruption 
T,A  6 r 7. of bailiarians, by the way of Heraclea, a famous 

city of' Pontits. 	The Scythians, haviLg got 1)05- 
c' -; 	01 that important place, overrun Galatia, 
mid t 'appadoeia, ;old there practis:A their usual ra- 
%ages. The brave Odenat us, who was just returned 
from his second tyxped it ion"against Sapor, in which 
he had again besicged,and according to Syncellus, 
even taken the royal city or Ctesiphon, wanted to 
give A,ia it-I revenge Inr the insults of tho,e rob-
ber', a,: he had put the cast in a state no loilger to 

l'ea! 
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that the Persians. 	Be advanced as far as Cappa. 	• 
doeia : but the barbarians, not thinking proper to 
wait his coming, hastened back to Heraelea, and 
from thence returned by sea to their own coun- 
try. 	This swarm might come from the Pains ilIa.'- 
otis ; which is probably what has occasioned Syn. 
cellus's mistake concerning the I I eruli. 	' 
. 	Odenatus did not long survive this new proofodenatus 
of his zeal in defence of the Roman empire. 	This  iiicoenui  t..°t1i1:14 
worthy prince perished by domestic treachery j treachery, 
and Zenobia his wife, that fiunous heroine, is not Zonubia exempt from suspicions in regard to this heinous 	not 
crime. 	 to ir.,re 

been halo. Odenatus had by a thriller wife a son named Ile-cent. 
rod, whom he was particularly fimd of; and pre- ' t•L

icb. Gall. 
ferred before his other children, born of Zenobia. 7 .r, Tyr. 
Herod, however,little deserved the affections of15, 16, 17. 

such a father as Odenatus. 	This young prince is 
known in history only by his Asiatic luxury and 
effeminate manners : and his father, who ought 
to have checked that inclination, encouraged it 
by his blind complaisance. 	After his first victo- 
ries over Sapor, he made his son 	a present, not 	., 
only of the concubines of the king of Persia whom 
he had made prisoners, but also of all the riches 
he had amassed in his expedition, gold, rich stink, 

iamonds and jewels. 	Zenobia could not brook 
c preference which Odenatus gave to his eldest 

.11 over the children he had by her : and it is not 
probable that she joined her resentment to thai- 

I
: 

 '  Odenat us's nephew, Ithvonius, who was exaspe- 
led against his uncle on a very trifling account. 

• In a party of hunting, ALeonitis, from an over 
ibrward vivacity, was the first who shot at th 
beast ; and though forbid by Odenatus, he repeat- 

' 	the same mark of disrespect, two or thre 
ales. 	Odenatus, displeased at his behaviour, or-

dered his horse to be taken from him ; which was 
a great affront among-  those people ; and nuoni-
us having suffered his passion to hurry him so la,' 

ill 	
a 
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r as to threaten the emperor, drew upon himself at 
length a more rigorous treatment, and v;'as put in 
irons. 	He resolved to be revenged ; and the INA- 
ter to succeed therein, lie dissembled his resent- 

I, ment, applied humbly to Herod, and begged of .  
him to obtain his pardon. 	But he was no sooner 

' set at liberty, than he entered into a conspiracy', 
I against his uncle, and against his deliverer : and' 

laying hold of the opportunity of a feast which 
Odenatus gave to celebrate his birth-day, he at-
tacked him in the midst of the joy of the enter- 
tainment, and killed him and his son: 	This tra-' 
gic scene happened at Emesa, and is placed by 
.111. Tillemont under the year of Christ 267. 

Ambition was probably joined with revenge in 
the heart of Aliconius. 	Odenatus, as I said be- 
fore, had been declared Augustus by Gallienus, 
and his son Herod enjoyed the same honours. 
Their murderer usurped them, and caused himself, 
to be proclaimed emperor. 	But he was far from. 1 
being capable of replacing Odenatus. 	His volup-' 
thous life, spent in continual debauchery, render-, 
ed him extremely despicable, and he was soon' 
killed by the soldiers who had elected him. 	Thus. 
Zenobia reaped all the fruit of Alwonius's crime :, 
and this presumption, joined to that which arises. 

r her jealousy of Ileid, has made her be ac-,  from 	 r 
eused of having entered into the conspiracy of the 

i assassins alter husband. 	It is a pity that so blac - 
R stain should be lbund 	in the life of a princess, 
otherwise distinguished by the most shining ta-
lents, and who alone hindered the East from feel-, 
ing the loss of Odenatu.:. 	We shall defer speak- 
ing more fully of her, until the reign' of Aurelian, 
who made war upon her, and conquered her. 	lie 

Gad. the mean time we shall only observe, that Zeno-' 
pia, 11: 	ilig taken possession of the sovereign pow. 
er after the death of her husband, was not ac-,  
knowledged by Gallienus; that this prince, having, 
lest his friend (Mena( ii,, , on whom he had depend-,  
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ed for the management of the war against the Per-
sians, and for avenging his father's cause, seemed 
to intend to make a personal etEirt, and to take 
upon himself the conduct of the affairs of the East; 
that he assembled an army, the command of which 
be gave to Heraclian, who, instead of making war 
npon the Persians, attacked Zenobia, and being 
defeated by her, was obliged to return with the 
shattered remains of his broken army. 

The year in which Odenatus perished was also °staP i - 	tism, 
that of the death of Posthumus who reigned seven 1,Far,117,, in 
years in Gaul, and who was the bulwark of the.,,' n 

in the West, as Odenatus had been in the  th 	men- 
atas was East. 	 k Med_ 

We have seen that Valerian
' 
 full of esteem for nebad u_ 

Posthumus, trusted to him the conduct of hissurrd the 
.imperial son, and the command in Gaul. 	Gallienus, aftet power in 

his father's disaster, imitated partly the same plan, the fir.;!. 
Being obliged to march against the Scythians,=„.. 
who threatened Rome and desolated Illyrieum, Treb. Gail. 
he left in Gaul Valerian Casar, his eldest son,4S31,. 
who was then very young: but he separated the 
two employments of governor of the prince and 
commander of the troops. 	He committed the 
guardianship of his son to Silvanus, leaving to 
Posthumus only the care of what belonged to 
the war. 

It is not improbable that this regulation dis-
pleased Posthumus, and that his discontent began 
to stagger his fidelity. 	What is certain, is that a 
misunderstanding arose between the two deposi-
taries of the divided authority, and that it soon 
broke out. 

A body of Germans having passed the Rhine, 
and, according to the enstom of the barhati:ms, 
I a vagcd the Gaidish territories; 	Posthumus fell 
npon those robbers, defeated them, took away 
their booty, and, not \c ithout design, distribined 
it among his soldiers. 	Silvanus claimed this booty 
as his right, and ordered it to be sent to Cologne, 

where 
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vlu re the prince was. 	We may judge of the tut 
bulence of the troops on this occasion, and how 
ill they 	took it that the fruits of their victory 
should be snatched out of their hands. 	Post hu- 
mus inflamed matters still more, by pretending 
that he could not help obeying : and when he once 
saw the fire of 'sedition thoroughly kindled, he 
threw aside the mask, put himself at the head of 
the mutineers, and marched in an hostile manner 
towards Cologne, demanding, with violent me-
naces, that the prince and his governor should 
be delivered up to him. 	The soldiers within the 
city, sensible of their inability to oppose an army, 
preferred their safety to their duty : and Posthu-
mus no sooner had his victims in his power, than 
he put them to death, and caused himself to be 
proclaimed Augustus. 

Tate Ji. 	This event happened soon after Gallienus's de- 
parture, and seems to belong to the year in which 
he began to reign alone. 	Valerian was ranked 
among the gods by a decree of the senate, made 
by order of the emperor, who at the same time 
gave the tide of Caesar to his second son Saloni-
tuts. 

wi•bmi 'it' 	Nothing can be more criminal titan the means 
I"' g'"'""-  by which Posthumus raised himself to the sovc- limit. 

reign power*: but he exercised it in such a manner 
as might be a model even to princes NN110Se autho- 

rity-  is I-1)1111(4'd 1111011 the most legal title. 	Uniting 
every civil and 	military virtue, he rendered the 
people happy at home, and defended them against 
foreign enemies. 	Ile made discipline reign in the 

armies, 

' Trt Who,  de IN Pool 'I 	n. of the 	 not ( ilioit 	charge i• 
hi i %loop ition, by ,, I:, ill.. 	tI 	it it wos 	the 	G;itil.A, w ho lint 	be. 
;IN: , 1,ic to lw w 1,• lin nn, s 	(it (,, and dim, tilting to lie giit CM-. 
tql kr  a b,,) , Lille,' Valt ii 	o ( .‘ 	lir, witl 	pot 	Po4lion1119 in bin 
pl 	ue. 	Pot thoi i... pl 	inky 	the 	1 logo itit, a 	till) c 	in hu v. oulit 
jihtif), 	or iit 	le t 	t..;,1 it, 	o 	lop( r. 
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armies, justice in the tribunals, and good order and 
tranquillity in all the countries that obeyed him. 
Ambition was his only vice : and after he had 
once attained the height of his wishes, we nolonger 
see any thing in him but what deserves esteem. 	Iii, e):. 

Not satisfied with barely hindering the Germans Pluas u- 
from penetrating into Gaul, he passed the Rhine "'"" c̀  
in person, and built forts at proper distances fiimi T,d'a.T,,. 
each other on the territories of the barbariatiq, to's.  
keep them in awe even in their own country. What 
is more : we find that after he had conquered those 
fierce nations by his arms, he gained their esteem 
and confidence by his virtues ; for they furnished 
him with succours in the wars he had to maintain 
against Gallienns, as appears by his having both 7'  IC6. Gal. 
Germans and Franks among his auxiliaries. 	r. 

I know not whether it was the impossibility ofir,rheink, in.  
committing their usual ravages in Gaul that ill- vade 
duced the Franks to carry their arms into Spain. 	by  st

Si
a.
min 

That extensive country likewise submitted to the Mem. 
laws of Posthumus : but this prince not residing 
there, and being divided between the necessity of 
securing the borders of the Rhine, and of defend-
ing himself against the repeated attacks of Gal-
lienus, he could not extend his protection and as- 
sistance to the more distant provinces. 	It was by 
sea that the Franks attacked Spain ; for the Ger- .4nul. rid. 
man, as well as the Scythian nations, braved the ,v,,..a. p, 
dangers of very long and very hazardous voyages tc.V-i''V 
in small barks. 	The Franks of whom I am now 22, 4 44. 
speaking, passed the Streights, and dividing them-
selves into two bodies, one made a descent upon 
Africa, and the other upon Spain. 	These last ad-
vanced as far as the Ebro, took Tarragona, and 
sacked that metropolis of hither Spain in so terri-
ble a manner, that it bore the marks of their out-
ragesan hundred and fifty years alter. The ravages 
of the Franks were not a transitory calamity with 
regard to Spain, for their descents and inroads in 

VOL IX. 	 11 	 that 
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that country were continued without ceasing for- 
upwards of' twelve years. 

Grilientis Gallienus did not leave Posthumus in peaceable 
attack.: 
ro3thumes 
in vain. 

noscetitikill of Gaul. 	Be attacked him twice in 
. person : first, immediately after Abelian was con- 
quered ; and the second time, two years after. In 
both these expeditions he was accompanied by 
Aureoles, who, without taking the title of empe-
ror, kept, as 1 before observed, an army under his 

Trek  Gar. command. IfCiallienus had been faithfully served 
4. 	7• by him, he would have remained completely con- Tr. Tyr. 
.. Zon. queror : fbr Posthumus having been defeated in 

a general battle, AureOlus, who pretended to pur-
sue him, might, if he had pleased, have overtaken 
him, and have made him prisoner. 	But he pur- 
posely let him escape, because it was not his in-
terest that Gallienus .should become too power- 
ful. 	There were therefore other battles, and 
sieges of towns, in one of which Gallienus was 
wounded by an arrow. 	The cure of his wound 
was tedious, and probably gave him a disgust for 
this war, in which he likewise met with so much 
the more and greater difficulties, as the people 
were inclined to favour his enemy. 	He therefore 
gave it up, and from this time Posthumus govern-
ed Gaul, as quietly, as if he had been its lawfb1 
sovereign. 

vioffilm,,, 
tkiito, olt, 
t. pombli. 
WIT ,. 

In the war against Gallienus he had received 
important services from Victorinus, whom, if we 
believe Trebellins, he had even associated with 

I'..)'..(1.;,  r- himself in the governmet:t, and taken for his cot- 7,' lei,,n • e 	But it 	seems to 	us, scarcely 	 )ossible, 
that Posthumus, who had a son, on whom lie eon-
feried the titles of Ctesar and Augustus, should 
grant the same honours to a stranger, to make 
him thereby his 1'l\ al and that of his son. 	We 
rather think that Victorinus acted under Posthu- 
mus as his principal 	lieutenant, and did not as- 
Millie the power of sovereign until after his death. 

Fos t II umu s 
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Posth um us enjoyed an uninterrupted tranquillity .Po nit 

 nus n 
for three 	But usurpers seldom end their .),‘ars. ry iii,esdol. 
days in pence : their own example is turned a.;1,ieiN. with 
gainst themselves. Lollianus*, or Lelianus, think- T7As,,'.'11.1.  Tr. 
frig himself not less worthy of the empire than Tgr• 3: 4. 
Posthumus, revolted, and, though conquered in 
battle, occasioned.the ruin of his conqueror. For 

,*5;,,,,5:. 1"- 

Postliumus's soldiers insisting strongly upon plun-
dering the city of Mentz, which had entered into 
the rebellion, and not being able to obtain the 
consent of their chief, to whose character and 
principles, such violences were no ways suited; the 
whole army mutinied, and killed him and his son. 

Postlmmus reigned seven years, and was killed Some per- 
in the beginning of the year of Christ 267. 	Be. 
sides Gaul, he kept, as I said before, Spain, un- 

et,`,enuctsii , 
b  both or 

tier his laws, and it is probable that Britain like. them. 

wise obeyed him. 	Gaul then set the example to 
those two neighbouring provinces, and the three 
together formed a kind of detached department, 
which, when the empire was afterwards divided 
among several princes, often became the particu- 
lar lot of one of them. 	The origin of Postlitnnils 
was obscure : his merit was what raised him. 	He 
had been once consul beibre he usurped the im-
perial power ; and during his reign he assumed 
three consulships : but neither of these last is 
marked in the Fasli, because they were not ac-
knowledged at Rome, which obeyed Gallienus. 

PO. 
 

The soli orPosthumus, who bore the same name 
with himself, is known in history only by the titles 
of Ctusar and Augustus, which he received from 

2 	 his 

4 M. Tdlemont distinguishes a Lollianus, a I,. lElinnus,and 
an fElianus ; and makes three usurpers of them. 	M. de "L1-. 
lek (item. a the academy of Belles lettres, vol. :2. p. 583.) re-
duces these three p, inces to the single Clpitts Corns line Lte-• 
Lanus, t h se last name he thinks has been altered through the 
ifznorance of authors (r trawcribere, and tint, opinion *stems to 
me the intr,t eligible. 
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?re& Tr. 	his father, and by his fatal death, which be pro. p  
Yr. 4 • 	bably met with when but a youth. 	It is said, that 

he was eloquent, and that some of his declama-
tions have been judged worthy of a place among 
those which are ascribed to Quintilian. 

La„li,„,,,is 	Upon the death of Posthumus, Gaul did not 
c(kinow- 	submit to Gallienus ; but, violently agitated by 7 

u„Trty  em- powerfid contending parties, it had no less than 
the sub. 	four princes or usurpers in the space of one year. 
diers. La1ianus took the advantage of his conqueror's 

misfortunes. 	The troops who had killed Posthu- 
mus could not take any step more suited to their 
interests, than to proclaim him emperor on whom 
their late master had made war. 	Lwlianus then 
entered into possession of the prerogatives of the 
imperial power ; and he must have enjoyed them 
sonic months, as he is said to have repaired the 

Trek 6,  Tr* , castles which Posthumus had built beyond the Tyr. 5,  
4:7. 	Rhine in the country of the barbarians, and 

. 	which, upon the news of his death, were taken 
and demolished by the Germans. 

Victorintll 	Victorinus, who had enjoyed the principal au- 
kith, him 	thority under Posthumus, could not bear to sec and takes 
h;s place. 	Ltdianus usurp his spoils. 	It is probable that he 

likewise tampered with some of the troops, and 
that having prevailed upon them to proclaim him 
emperor, he attacked Ixelianus, defeated, and 
killed him. 

Ire Lim. 	Ile was very capable, by his talents and his 
s'Irig  kill-  many virtues, to supply the loss of Posthumus, 
.,l b,  a 
icrk MI( so and to settle the state of Gaul, at least for a time. 
win helug One single vice proved his ruin. A c mtemporar bimed• writer expressed himself on this subject in the fo - 

lowing manner : 46  I lino no prince, said th at au-
" thin., preferable to \ ictorinus : neither Trajan 
44  for military 	merit, 	nor Titus Antoninus for 
" clemency, nor Nerva, for the qualities which 
" procure respect, nor Pertinax or SPverus fur 
" steadiness in command and exactness in main. 

taining 
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" taining military discipline.. But his debauchery 
4C • and unbounded passion for women, effaced 
" entirely all this glory in him : and it is improper 
" to praise the virtues of a prince whose &will is 
" looked upon by every one as a justly deserved 
" punishment." Victorious used violence to satis-
fy his brutality ; and after several excesses of this 
kind, a subaltern officer of one - of the courts of 
justice, whose wife he had abused, formed at last 
a conspiracy against him, and assassinated him at 
Cologne. 	Victorinus not dying instantly of his 
wound ; by the advice of his mother Victoria or 
Victorina, he named his son Cwsar before he ex- 
pired. 	but he thereby only hastened the des-
truction of that son, who was murdered by the 
troops immediately after the death of his father. 
They were both buried near Cologne ; and on 
their small tomb was only the following disho-
nourable inscription : ,, Here lye the two Vietori- 
" ni, who were usurpers." 

Victoria was a woman ofan enterprizing Spirit, the  I-id:1,r 
and had been decorated, probably by her son, with 4,rviet„,.. 
the titles of A tc;usta, and of mother of the camps inn,* 
and armies. 	Instead of setting up for the vacant ta„ be c'h ".j 
empire herself, by which she would perhaps  only ea einr . 
have shewn her ambition, without succeeding. in kiiic(htm:e4  
the attempt, she chose rather to give it to another. ya ord 

 
IIer choice fell upon an ignoble subject, whom IT: cb.c. T

ay,.
she doubtless hoped, for that very leason, to go. r.irr• S, 8. 
vein the more easily. 	She caused one Marius, L1/3,.;„. 
by trade an armourer, anti 	afterwards a soldier, file. Eie• 
who had rdvanccd bitumen!' the service by his T.  jr.  
valour, to be elected. 	This adventurer well de-
cerved his fortune, if it be true that he was the 
same Matins, who, according to Aimonium, con-
quered and killed Clinic us king of the Alcmanni, 

the 

' stil <minis him libith & cupitlitaq mulientrire yoluptatis sic 
pmlidit, ut Demo audcat N irt ut c Otis in littera, mittcre, gum 
synNtat (minium jtvlicio meruise puniri. 	Trrk 

3 7 19 2 
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the author and conductor of a violent irruption 
into Gaul, and of a thousand outrages committed 

Trete,. by the barbarians whom he commanded 	Trc- 
bellius says nothing of this remarkable transac-
tion but contents himself with giving the speech 
which Marius made after his election, .and in 
which, far from blushing at the meanness of his 
former condition, he makes a boast of it, prides 
himself in having always handled iron, and ex-
tols his harp' and laborious life fir above the ef_ 
kminacy of Gallienus. 	He reigned but three 
days, at the end of which he was killed by a sol-
dier who had formerly worked in his shop, and for 
whom the new emperor had shewn sonic scorn 
and contempt. 	The exasperated soldier ran him 
through with his sword, saying by way of insult : 

This sword is one of thy own making." Surpriz-
ing things are related of the strength of body of 
this 111arius, whose fingers arc said to have been 
as hard as the iron upon which he employed them. 

Tetricus is substituted 
nthisstead. 

By the death of Marin., Victoria did not lose 
her credit : she even preserved it so far as to be 

Ti"' dt"th (A Victoria. 
7) ( b. 7 r. 

able to make another emperor. 	But she now 
pitched upon a person more capable than the 

''. 2 I.' former to procure respect and obedience. She cast 5, A. 31. 
E„0 „1,. 
do" Fieb 

her 	t  ,  eyt s upon Tetricus, her relation, a Roman se-
n at or of illustrious birth, and who was then go- 
vernor of Aquitain. 	Tetricus, being elected by 
the soldiers, assumed the purple with the title of 
Augustus at Bourdeaux, and gave that of Ciusar 
to his son. 	The state of Gaul began to resume 
a regular firm under this prince, whci reigned 
the re six years, until he was conquered by Aure- 
lian, as we shall hereafter relate. 	Victoria died a 
considerable time befbre the lid! of Tctricus. She 
crijo)ed the honours of the supreme rank as long 
as she lived .Money was coined at Treve:, mark- 
s d with her head and name. 	But all this pomp 
'in 1 1,1.2ndour was of short duration : for death, 

either 

   
  



1300K XXVI.] 	GALLIENUS. 	 10) 

either natural, or, as some think, hastened by 
violence, buried all her grandeur in the tomb. 

I return to Gallienus, of whomthe reader will Gamet!"5 
pobserve that little has been said in the history ottriZttirn°,1." 

his reign. 	We left him in Illyricum, conquerorinto n.ity 
of the Heruli, with whom he 	made peace. 	lie tit'it'itit4uhitti., 
afterwards attacked the Goths, who over-ran thatw"haa 
country, and over whom he gained some advan- m,i7.1,;'i,1)1:)len." „  
tare. 	But at the same time he received therm'• 
disagreeable news of the revolt of Aureolus,173'7t Cit 
whom he had left in Italy, near Milan, to watchlz-i• 
the motions of those who had the upper hand in 
Gaul, and to prevent their passing the Alps. 

Aureolus, as we have seen, affected indepen-
dence almost from the beginning of Gallienns's 
reign. 	Though at the head of an army which ac-
knowledged no other orders than his, he had sc 
conded the emperor in hiswar against Posthumns : 
but at the same time he indeed broke his fidelity 
towards him, and hindered him from conquering. 
Remaining in Italy, whilst Gallienus went to 
fight the barbarians in Illyrieum, he grew tired 
of his equivocal situation, which was a kind of 
middle state between the subject and the sore. 
reign ; and to unite the title 	to 	the 	reality 	ofz,,,,,.. 
power, which last lie already possessed to a great !•r, 

2" y . n. "' T  '. • - 
degree, this obscure upstart, by birth a Dacian,  
and by his first profession a shepherd, caused  him-m. tr, hu 
tie no be proclaimed emperor by his soldiers. 	1,'icl (;!:11.1- 

t. 
This news obliged Gallienus to leave Illyrieum, It.,:t;;.rl,11̀  

lie left there Marcian anti 	Claudius, 	two brave,ote,L;,or 
and experienced officers, to command in his stead. u",,.;:.„,,,1  . 
They did their duty well ag dust the barbarian ;.,;/;i:',  G.i'• 
whom they conquered, and reduced to such di';_ ;11;; ,̀. G. G. 
tres5, that t hey thought they should be happy il.% 	1t;. 

theycould but get back „all safety to their own 
country. 	Claudius was for pursuing and utterly 
extirpating them : but Martian, who had other 
views, opposed 	this advice, and thereby gave 
them an opportunity of returning soon alter with 

greater 
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greater force than they had ever before brought 
against the empire. 	Claudius and Marcian hav- 
ing driven the barbarians out of 111yricum, re-
joined Gallienus, not to serve him, but to take 
away his empire and his life. 	. 

Tii,,, re. 	They found that prince besieging Milan, where 
,Ylitt

m 
 'Gal-  , ' kit reolus, after being defeated in a battle,had shut 

lio. atta 
deprive 	himself up. They entered into a conspiracy with 
him of his the pretorian prefect Heraclian, who was returned 
empire and , 
bps  lire. 	IfOrn the East; and they agreed together that they 
rreb Gait, ought to deliver the republic from an emperor, 14.. 	whose conduct loaded it with shame and infamy. Zos. inn- 
Aurd. riet. Some say that they were induced to take this reSOr 
1:""3. 	lution from an apprehension of danger to them- 

selves ; and that this apprehension was artfully 
raised by Aureolus, who caused a list to be thrown 
into the camp of the besiegers, containing the 
names of the principal officers of the army, as per-
sons marked out for death by Gallienus. This re-
port may have been spread by the friends of Clau-
dius, who wanted to make him appear less crimi-
nal, and in some measure to clear him of the stain 
of having conspired against his lawful prince, from 
whom he had never received any thing but favours. 

2.„k  ;mi. 	Trebellius goes farther, and formally denies that 
4 Cl^vri• 1 Claudius had any share in the death of his prede-

cessor. liut in this he is convicted of flattery, both 
from the want ofprobability in what lie relates,and 
by the contrary testimony ofolhcr writers. His plca 
in favour of Claudius, is the very plea of Claudius 
himself; who concealed his intrigue, who wanted 
not to be thought the murderer of Gallienus, and 
who, having had the address to procure an oppor-
tunity of absenting himself; was at Ticinum, now 
Pavia, when that prince was killed betbre Milan. 

ro. Eplt. 

	

	The three chiefs of the conspiracy seem likewise 
to have settled among themselves the choice of a 
successor to Gallienus. Neither of them wanted for 
ambition : but the superiority of Clandius's moit 
determined . them in his favour : whether from 

esteem 
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esteem for him, or because they foresaw the diffi-
culty of uniting the suffrages of the soldiers in 
favour of any other, we shall not pretend to say. 

When the plan was fbrmed and settled, they 
pitched upon one Cecrops, who commanded the 
Dalmatian horse, to execute it ; which he did in 
the following manner. 	While Gallienus was at 
table, or according to others, in bed, a false alarm 
was given him, purporting, that the besieged were 
making a vigorous sally. 	This prince had cou- 
rage, as 1 have more than once observed. 	He 
started up immediately, and, without waiting un-
til he was completely armed, or even staying for 
his guards, he mounted his horse, and rode, slight-
ly attended, towards the place which had been 
pointed out to him. 	As he was going on, Ce- 
crops himself, or one of his men, shot Gallienus 
with an arrow, through the back. 	The emperor 
fell from his horse, and those about him carried 
him to his tent, where he died a few hours after. 

The flatterers of the 1111114 of Constantine, 
which derived its principal splendour from Clau- 
dius, have lucre invented a new fhble. 	They tell us 
that Gallienus, finding his end draw near, sent the 
imperial ornaments to Claudius. 	A supposition Aura Vie, manifestly absurd : Gallienus having at that very 
time a brother who was Augustus, and a son who 
was Ors Jr. 

The one was named Valerian, and the othervoerw, 
Saloninus ; anti they were both killed by those ar 	salo- 
whose interest it was to extinguish 	the imperial in,r", tuitr?r,d  
line. 	( laudius, who ought to be looked upon astes,,r) of 
the author oF their death, affected to confer the,(,:11:117,7 
last honours upon Valerian, and 	to raise a tOITIb after him. 
to him near Aldan, upon which was engraved his T„'"nT 
name with the title of emperor. 	Saloninus perish- G0.144 
ed at Rome in the commotion we arc going to'la.""• 1- 
speak of. 	Neither of these princes did any thing 
memoi able ; nor arc they scarce mentioned in his- 
tory but on 	a( eonnt of their death. 	It is only 

observed, 
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observed, that Valerian did not approve of his 
brother's dissolute manners. 	All else that we 
know concerning him, that is to say, his advising 
Gallienus to create 	 denatus, Augustus, speaks 
moderation and solid sense. Duration of Gallic„. Gallienusreignedfifteen years, ifwe reckon from 

tiz's reign. the time when he received the title of Augustus ; 
but only eight from that in which the captivity of 
his father put him in full possession of the impe-
rial power. He was killed in the month of March 
of the year of Christ 268. 	All his posterity * (lid 
not perish with him ; fbr some of his descendants 

Tim sol- 	were living at the time when Trebellius wrote. 
(tient (10- 	11 is death occasioned murmurs among the troops. 
dare hill' They had hated and despised him whilst living, an unnerve. 
Claudius .and when he was dead they heaped praises upon. 
'idled m- him : 	not from any alteration in their sentiments time. 
n -14 ad/. concerning 	 greediness 
1 	

; but from their usual  
1 i. 	of plunder, which they hoped to satisfy by taking 

this opportunity to raise fresh disturbances. 	In- 
terest was the sole motive of their complaints, and 
interest pacified them. 	Twenty pieces of gold 
which Marcian promised to each of the soldiers, 
immediately rendered Gallienus what they had 
always thought him : they declared him an usur- 

At Rome per, and unanimously elected Claudius emperor. 
the memo. 	At Rome, the news of the death of Gallienus 
r. "i Galli-  was received with such transports of joy as border- rmil i4 
loaded with ed even upon madness. 	The senate and the peo- 

,r1"„e n't ';`,1,';!ple united 	in 	loading his 	memory 	with 	curses. 
,,,,,a 	His ministers and relations wet e the 	victims of 
rn)11( ,1 ,I-, 	the 	public 	hatred. 	The 	mob 	fell uyon 	them, rn i 	., r t he 
im,i,, h- or. threw them from the top 	of the Tarpeian rock, .1, . 01 i 1,,,,- and treat (ti their dead bodies with the utmost l(r-iltto. 
,1 o i ,I. Fitt. now illy. 	The whole 	city 	was 	in 	a flame : 	arid. 

Claudius, now emperor, was obliged to exert his 
authority in order to stop the riot, of which he 

feared 

* Treliellitis does not explain hintlell any f4rthzsr, 	Pei haps 
Saloninnq left so ne infant child: 	or perhaps We ottght to un. 
dent:m(111in. as speaking of the posterity of Gallienuh's bruthcr. 
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feared the consequences. 	He sent orders to spare 
the friends and family of Gallientis ; and carrying 
his policy beyond all bounds of decency and rea- 
son, he insisted 	that this prince, who had dis- 
graced humanity, should be ranked among the 
gods. 	As he fOresaw that the senate would be 
extremely unwilling to pass such a decree, he a-
vailed himself of the power of the soldiery, whose 
dispositions he again changed, so far as to persuade 
them to demand divine honours Ibr the very man 
they had but just before declared a vile usurper. 
The senate thereupon ordered the deifying of 
Gallicnus; joining ignominy to sacrilege, and pro-
liming at the same i time the majesty of the Su-
preme Being, and the glory of good princes, of 
whose virtue this honour had been the reward. 

I know not whether any thing can he more ca-
pable of vilifying all human praise, and of render-
ing it despicable, than to see it thus prostituted 
upon such a prince as Gallienus. 	We have a,v,.„.pr,,,, 
monument of this wretched adulation still subsist. ,(1f;:T;. 
ing in a triumphal arch erected to his honour, the ed. Ir. I.  
inscription of which imports, that his invincible va- 
lour was surpassed only by his piety : c 	il invicia 
virtus sofa piclaic supTata e.q. 	What valour, what 
piety, were those of Gallienus, who, on one hand, 
minded nothing but luxury and pleasure, and, on 
the other, was the most ungratead and most un-
natural son that ever existed! 

Whilst altars were erected to Gallienus, his 
death remained unrevenged. 	Strange inconsis-
tency ! But those who made him a god, were the 
very persons who had killed loin. 

It is no wonder that Gallienug was as much hated rilie. nr  
as he was despised. 	To the shainefid vices of in- cd hi„,'„r  
dolence, eil'eminacy,and every kind ofdebatichery, i

h:.,..Av
i
.v 

he added cruelty. 	Besides the example we have al- ,„ir 
ready given of' thig, the historian aids life assures 

(
7 	/ II. its, that he often ordered three or filar thu 	g filar

hor
f. &
. 

o 	sand 	. • 
soldiers to be mas,acred at once, Thi,.  was his way 

of 
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of appeasing the seditious, which the vileness of 
his behaviour frequently occasioned. 

}re would 	The senate had a particular motive of hatred 
not
enators 

allow againstaainst him. 	This prince, who was even sensible to h
imself' serve in the 	that he debased the throne, was jealous of 

artnY* 	every man of merit : and seeing tyrants and usnr- Avrd.riet.
pers rise on all sides, he thought he took a wise 
precaution in excluding the senators from all mi-
litary employments ; lest the splendour of their 
dignity, backed by the command of an armed , 
force, should raise their courage, and at the same 
time facilitate to them the means of invading the 
sovereign power. 	Thus this august assembly, 
which had tbrnished the state with all its generals 
and commanders ever since the foundation of 
Rome, lost that glorious prerogative : and instead .  
of uniting, as it had always done befbre, military 
merit to the legislative power, it was reduced to 
the sole ci% il functions of the government, not less 
useful indeed, though less brilliant than the other. 
This gave rise to a distinction never befb, 	heard 
of among the R 	

T 
oman.,.. 	The civil and the mili- 

tary began to form twoseparate bodies, from either 
of which there was no transition to the other. 

This innovation highly incensed the senators : 
and they revenged thetwelyes, as we have seen, 
upon the memory of Gallic:um, and upon his fa- 
mily. 	But an habit of ease and quiet has be- 
witching charms. 	They soon grew used to it : 
and thought they might, without the h ast diflictiltv, 
have obtained from the succeeding emperors, some 
of whom were truly valuable princes, the repeal 
of this prohibition of Gallienus ; they preferred 
the tranquillity they enjoyed, to the dagners of 
war and the storms of sedition, and seemed to 
take for their motto, Less lime but more Si curtly. 

Li
I
c
‘t
.
s
p
t
e
n
rpfic

pr-11 
 . All orders of the state were dissatisfied with (;a1- 

rutione a- ben lts. 	The Christians alone had reason to speak 
puiuml the well of hiin • 	. 	As soon as h 	 ,, Chrimti.inv 	 e was ina,ter of the (,_ 
E re. Mgt. 	 vi re, 
6 cf. M. 
XI. 
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Ore, he stopped the persecution which his father 
had raised against them, and ordered the burying-
grounds and religious places of which they had 
been dispossessed, to be restored to them. 	It 
would be hard to assign the motive that rendered 
him thus favourable to the Christians : but one 
may, perhaps, not unreasonably conjecture, that 
his hatred of Alacrian, who, all powerfid under 
Valerian, had revolted almost immediately after 
his master's misfortune, induced Gallienus to pro-
tect those to whom that minister, and afterwards 
usurper, was a declared enemy, to destroy his 
work, and to calm the persecution of which he 
was the author. 

We 'bay easily judge that learning did not flott. Learning 
risk under so unsettled and violently disturbed ar,„ irou. 
reign. 	The muses delight in peace, and are Si-ri.thing un- 
lenced by the din of arms. 	Not but that the:I:is.' "" 
prince courted them personally, and wrote as well 
as his contemporaries in prose and in verse, though 
only upon trivial subjects. 	Iris esteem for the fine 
arts inspired liim with an affection for Athens, 
which had always been their habitation and ccn- r„.. Ga. 
ter. 	Full of this idea, he insisted on being made IL 
a citizen and first magistrate of that city, and on 
being ranked among the Arcopagites. 	Vain and 
trilling cares for a prince to be taken up with, 
whil,t his (101.111lliOnS were 	filling to ruin ! 	I .ay 
the same, and with still greater reason, or the la. 7'.7.nr. 
yoltr be was diTosed to grant to the Platonic phi- (1.;a1;,,  rit,i•R-
losopher Plotinus, whose brain was tilled willi wild 4:,:,:rt. '- 
and singokr notions, and who &serves less to be/',""-..-
e,,t('rme(l f4 the elevation of his thoughts, than to 
Ile delused lin• hi; idle turn of mind. 	Vlotinus 
lind talc ni it 1111(1 his head to re.dizc the 	idle "VS,  
tein (,)1.  Plato's republic : 	and Gallientis tea.; neatly 
to as,;i•t him in th:it chimera, by rebuilding tiir hint 
a city in Campania, which the philosopher was to 
!,q.ivern accotditig to the Platonic laws, 	Some jea- 

lous 
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bons courtiers, says Porphyry, dissuaded the em- 
peror from executing this design. 	There needed 
only common sense to make him reject it. 

We see by this, that the protection which Gal-
lienus granted to learning was of a piece with the 
rest of his vain, capricious and effeminate charac-
ter: and thereibre it is no wonder that, thwarted as 
it also was by the difficulty of the times, it never 
produced any solid benefit. 	We know of very few 
works, except those of Plotinus, that were compo-
sed during this reign : and if we regret the loss of 
any of those which we find quoted by other wri-
ters, it is only because they might have thrown 
some light upon the history of these times. 	There 

mg,  cam 13. .. 	 ta. . 
is, according to Casattbon, in several 	libraries, 
a treatise upon the machines of war used by the 
ancients, the author of which, one Athereus, a 

• Byzantine, seems to have been the engineer of 
that name who was employed by Gallierms, with 
his countryman Cleodanius, to ibrtity the towns 
of Thrace and Illyricum, which were exposed to 
the ineur,ions and attacks of the Seythians. 

Tli, riol No reign 	is fuller than 	that of Gallienus, of "r t ..'I'''  no. 	rua 
nt 	in I ..1-- 

events which are interwoven with each other and , 
Of which the complicated narrative forms a kind of 

"."" ' y..., 
now thvy 

labyrinth not easy to be pursued. I doubt the read-
cr Nvill have perceived it but too much, notwith- 

l ',"Y 	114 % v 	11). 
t . si v— I r• 

Si3Ildin,,  the chic I have endeavoured to lend him.tonv . 	,
I 	

Z,  
'.1:W method 	I have followed in order to throw 

A 	.. some light upon the subject, has been to divide 
the general object nearly into three parts, one of 
which comprehends what pas‘,ed in tl.,: east, and 
especially the exploits of Odenatus ; the second, 
what relates to Gaul and the adjacent provinces; 
and the third, the troubles and wars of the middle 
cowl ti ics, whether occasioned by incursions of the 
barbarians, or by the rebellions of usurpers. 	Gal- 
lienns hitnwlf acted no where hut in Italy, Illyri- 
t:um, and Ciaul. 	II 	h ul sea rcely any more influ- 

ence 
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ence in the events of the other parts of ,  the em-
pire;than if he had not been emperor. The com-
motions in Egypt and Africa, are a kind of detach-
ed events, and have little connection with the rest. 

This whole period of history would be very in-The usur. 
teresting, if any account of it had been transmitted 
to us by a good hand. 	Never were seen so many under this 
vicissitudes, so many revolutions, nor, I will ven- 	e 

i
rm

s
.
t

n•
n
e
i
r
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Lure to say, so many talents and so many virtues men of me- 
at any one time. 	Almost all the persons knownrit-
in the history of the reign of Gallienus under the 
name of tyrants, or usurpers, were men of merit, 
skilled in the art of war, perfectly capable of con. 
ducting great aflairs, and often estimable also for 
their moral virtues. 	Odenatus and Posthumus 
are proofs of this. 	It is an old observation, that 
times of trouble and confusion are the most fa- 
vourable to talents. 	No aura in the Roman his- 
tory was more fruitful of great men, than the lat-
ter times of the republic, and those of Gallienus 
nor did France ever produce so many heroes at 
once, as during her wars with the English, under 
Charles VII. and (luring the fury of those tier 
which religion was made the pretence. 	In such 
melancholy times merit pierces easily, because it 
is greatly wanted ; and it acquires perfection, by 
struggling with difficulties. 	Such is the deplora_ 
ble condition of the human race ! Men must ho 
wretched, befbrc the talents which do them the 
greatest honour can find a field wherein to dis. 
play themselves. 

Trebelliw\ in writing the history of the 	ustir.Th,i, 
pees that arose under the reigns of Valerian and nunth,r. 
Gallienus, fixed their number at thirty, from a 
fintcy fbr which I shall not pretend to assi.2 ii any 
reason: and to complete that number, he ificluded 
in it Odcnatus, whose promotion WaS Ilp.a1; a lbr- 
pier 	Valens, who revolted under Deeius ; chil-
dren, whose age could not permit them to act. 

S CCU eq 

   
  



I1.4 	. 	HISTORY OF THE EMPEROR$. 
scenes of this nature ; and two women, Zenobia, 
and Victoria. 	He was laughed at for inserting 
women in a catalogue of usurpers : upon which, 
to satisfy his critics, and at the same time keep 
to his favourite number of thirty, he afterwards 
added two other usurpers, the one prior, and the 
other posterior to GaIllienus ; the former having 
rebelled in the time of Maximin, and the latter 
in that of Claudius.. 	If we examine things pro- 
perly, we shall find under Gallienus eighteen usur-
pers, including Zenobia, whose boldness and.arn-
bition entitle her to a place among that set of 
restless mortals. 	I have reckoned them up at 
the end of the Principal Eveuts of this reign*. 

4  Page 60. 

BOOK 
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LOOK XXVII. 

PRINCIPAL EVENTS 

OF THE REIGN OF 

CLAUDIUS II. 
SulmAMED 

THE GOTHIC. 

	 PATERNUS II. A. R. iom, 
•• 	 MARINIANUS. A.C.2tie. 

CLAUDIUS proclaimed emperor h v the troops, 
is acknowledged on the twenty-fourth of March 
by the senate. 

He defeats Aureolus, who is killed by the sol-
diers of the victorious army. 

The Almanni beaten by Claudius, according to 
Aurelius Victor, near the lake of Guarda. 

Claudius goes to Rome, where the justice and 
mildness of his government is admired. 

M. AURELIUS CLAUDIUS AUGUSTUS H. 
PATERNUS. 

A.R.loVo. 
A.C..Zofr 

VOL. IX. 	 Tills 
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The Goths, with an army of• three hundred 
and twenty thousand fighting men, and a fleet 
of two thousand sail, ravage the empire by sea 
and by land. 

Claudius gains a great victory over them near 
Naissus, now Nissa in Servia. 	He pursues them, 
with a resolution to extirpate them. 

Zenobia seizes upon Egypt. 
The Digaudes in Gaul besiege and take the city 

of Autun. 
1.R.1021. • 
A. C. 270. 	 ANTIOCHIANUS. 

OR FITUS. 

The remains of the Goths are destroyed in the 
passes of mount Hamaus by pestilence and fa- 
mine. 	Those that escaped were either incorpo- 
rated among the Roman troops, or employed in 
works of agriculture. 

Censorinus is proclaimed emperor by a body of 
mutinous troops, and killed seven days after by 
those who had elected him. 

Claudius dies of the plague at Sirmium, towards 
the month of April. 

USURPERS under CLAUDIUS II. 
AP. CLAUDIUS CENSORINUS. 
TETRICUS in Gaul. 
ZLNOITIA in the East. 

C LAU D IV S 
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CLIUD1US 11. 

SE CT. I. 

fliat is blown of the origin and ftnzily of Chta: 
ditts II. 	His first 	rise. 	His accession to the 
throne, the 011Ig stain in his life. 	11e was in other 
respects it good and ,;Teat 'wince. 	.1 he senate ac- 
knowledges him with joy. 	 flureolus conquered 
and I..illed. 	A great victory gained over the illa- 
ntanni. 	Claudius goes to Rome. 	Wisdom of his 
nf•n•ernment. 	.The empire torn in pieces, and at- 
taclaal on all sides. 	The Goths ravage the lib,  
Man territories with an army of three hundred 
and La:eddy thousand fighting men, and a Jlet-t 
of two thwtsand sail. 	Claudius gains a great 
t ictory over them, and et i :rpates them t ntire ,y. 
_lute/Lim anr1 Qqintilitiv 	in.re 	e/(11/ 1+/ ,1 	in 	illiV 
war. 	It caa hardly be doubled but Mai Claudius 
would hare subdued Zenobla and l'eirietts, if /t' 
hrd lived. 	But lie dies at .Sirinia,w, 	!'raise of 
t/lis prince. 	Holtours paid to his MellIGIN. 	CLa- 
.sorilltlY, all 11S1.711er. 

WE have already had frequent occasion to 
mention Claudius, before he was raised 

to the empire., 	It will be proper now to male 
the reader better acquainted with him. 

His 	names 	NVVI'l.t 	M. 	Aurelius Claudius; 	to '31, 4 I.. 
m hid) are sometimes added those of Valerius and,'1 ,'!;,:!.::  
FlaN  kis, 	His t ory calls him Claudius II. as being.i.I 1 14,, 
the sccohd emperor ot.  that. name : 	and he is a1,0;;;,,̀,i ii r".  
surnamed the tiot/t/c, on account of a great vieto- Ttl 	,, 
try which he gained tiler the Goths. 

. 	 Ilk- 
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el Mil. 
11_11,  

ro. 'rd. 

origin is little known 	and all that we can His 	 ; 
say of it V% ith any certainty, is, that he was born 
in Illyricum. 	We are not told who was his fa- 
ther. 	Some have supposed him to be a natural 
son of one of the Gordians, without saying any 
thing farther. 	As the house of Constantine, which 
acknowledged him for its author, was interested 
in extolling him, flatterers were not wanting who 
framed a genealogy for him which went up to 
Dardanus and the ancient kings of Troy. 	The 
truth is, that he was of the number of those whose 
merit is their nobility. 

Claudius had not any children : but he had two 
brothers, Quintillus and Crispus. 	Quintillus suc- 
ceeded him, but reigned only a few days. Crispus 
was the father of a daughter called Claudia, who 
married Entropi us, one of the most illustrious lords 
of the Dardanian nation'. 	Of this marriage was 
born Constantius Chlorus, father of the great Con- 
stantine. 	Constantius was therefore grand-ne- 
phew to Claudius, and probably owed his name 
to one of this emperor's sisters, who was called 
Constant inn. 

I I, 	firit 
likle. 

Claudius began to appear under Decius, in the 
quality of tribune, and had a great share in his 

7.,,,,  bi.a. 
14_17. 

esteem. 	Decius, after bestowing high commenda- 
tions on him, intrusted him with the important 
charge of defending the straights of Thermopylir, 
and the ent ranee of l'cloponncsns, against the bar- 
bai ians. 	Valerian had an equal regard fbr him ; 
and, after trying him in several subaltci n posts, at 
la,,t riked him to the chief command of lib/li- 
mn. 	Ile intended to make him consul : hut.  his 
sudden 1111 pl.( vented the execution of that design. 
Clatuliw, thin: esteemed by good princes, 	was 
feared 1):,  ( ;Ahem's, who was a bad one. This we 
find by a letter of his, in which he seems alarmed 

at 
4 The Dardialifinh occupied a part of INTiviti. 	Their capital 

was .N4tis4u 4, 110W 1\ is6a in Servia• 
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at,Claudius's complaining of him. 	He desires 
that great care may be taken to appease him, 
and that dexterously, by the intervention ofother 
people, acting as if of their own accord, for fear 
of his flying to extremities if he suspected that 
his sovereign was informed of his dissatisfaction. 
We are not told what was the issue of this affair : 
but we know that Claudius did not trust Gal. 
lienus. 	He undoubtedly followed the advice:,;kror. which he gave to Regillianus, always to be upon'''' 
his guard against the jealous mistrusts of the 
prince whom they both served. 

Gallienus, notwithstanding his doubts and ap-Trek onic 
prchensions of Claudius, employed him, and that 
Usefully. 	Ile was accompanied by him in his 
first expedition against I'osthumus ; and, as we 
have already seen, when he left Illyrieum in or-
der to march against Aureolus, he committed to 
him. and Marcia') the care of making war upon 
the Goths. Claudius succeeded : and if his coup-Tech. 
sel had been followed, those barbarians would (1:41, 
probably have been extirpated. 	This success re- 
vived the esteem and atrection which the St'll.lte 
bad always bad tin. him ; and nothing can be 
more honourable than the acclamations and ap-
plause which that assembly bestowed upLm him 
with a kind of transport, wishing in particular 
that the prince might love him as much as he 
deserved : which plainly slims that Callienus's 
prejudices against him were no secret. 

his acquit ing the throne by the murder of hist-6A tires. 
emperor and at' all the imperial family, was otlionsil,7,1„::' :1,, 
and criminal : and hr hin ',Tit' was 	very soli.iblennly Hin 
or it, since be endeavoured, a,, we 	oh,  erveil 	be-t;'!' ii''; 
'bre, to 	wipe oil' that 	qain, 	by 	co11ccahn4 I ho.th,rit, 
share he had in the (lcath olUalliemis. We I  l iere_i%;V:ni  
fire shall not, with .1 illian the apostate, commend""1.:ivat 
the rectitude of the 	means 	by 	w hich 	ch udhispri.he

l
i,,

e. 
. o 

raised hitn,ell to th,! empire : but we may say t. 
with truth, that thii is time on ly blot in hit whole 

lift;, 
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life, which, in every other respect, deserves all 
the praise that is justly due to real magnanimity, 
true patriotism, a strict love of justice, a noble 
simplicity of manners, bravery and good conduct 
in war,and a wise and gentle government in peace. 

Vrmr. 	Zonaras gives us an instance of the great equity 
of this prince, in an affair in which his own in-
terest was concerned. Gallienus had often taken 
from one, to give to another : and Claudius, when 
emperor, shewed a readiness to redress those in- 
justices. 	A woman went to him with a petition, 
setting forth that he himself possessed a piece of 
land which had been taken from her contrary to 
all right and reason. Finding her allegation true, 
he answered, " The wrong which Claudius did 
" you when he was a private man, and not charg- 

ed with the care of seeing the laws executed : 
" Claudius, now emperor, redresses :" and ac-
cordingly he ordered the land to be restored to 
her. 	The same justice prevailed throughout all 
his reign, which unfOrtunately, was too short. 

Tho sAnate 	His first clue, after the troops had acknow- a, know. 
1,..(1.,w i him ledgCd him, was to write to the senate. 	His tues- 
withi"Y* singer arrived at Rome on the twenty-fourth of A. R.1019. 
r.,b. 	March, and the senators, assembling immediate- 
`lii1• 4- 	ly, confirmed with joy the nomination oldie army. 

It' we may judge of the manner in which the- de-
crees of the senate were now passed, by the acts 
which we find in the writers of the 	Byzantine 
history ; the suffrages of that once so grave and 
august assembly would seem to be given at this 
time with greater eagerness than ,leceney ; the 
assent of its members being express( d by their 
repeating the same words sixty or eightr times 
running. 	Thus for example, on the occasion 
we are speaking of; the senators cried out sixty 
times, " Claudius Augustus, may the gods pre-
" sert e von fig our happiness!" lbrty t i me., "Clan-
" cants Augustus, we always wi,licd to have you 
" lin- our emperor, or such a n emperor as you :" 

anti 
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and eighty times, " Claudius Augustus, we be- 
" lieve we shall find in you a father, a brother, 
" a friend : you arc a good senator : the empire 
" acknowledges you for its worthy head." I pass 
over the rest, not to tire the reader. 	But I can-
not help observing, that this way of determining 
the most important afrairs, wants dignity, and is 
liable to great inconveniencies. 

Claudius, before he went to Rome, thought it   Aurenlo4 
necessary to get rid of Aureolus, who still held c,onitir,.,.,T 
out in Milan. 	This rival of the new emperor's ,b.T 
power, after the death of Gallienus, made propo-cnd;s-k 
sals to his successor, demanding his alliance, and ti. r;,,s,,, 
to be acknowledged as his colleague. But Clan-4..116' 

oZ s. 	whir, dins, fitr from inclining to any such terms, after 
answering him, " That none but Gallienus, who 
" had reason to be afraid, could think of entering 
" into an agreement of that kind," sent to Rome 
an edict addressed to the people, and a speech 
which was to be read in the senate, declaring Au- 
reolussan usurper and a tyrant. 	Aureolus, una- 
ble to obtain peace, resolved to fight, and was 
conquered. 	Ile seems to have been taken pri- 
soner, and it is certain that he was killed. 	The 
circumstances of his death are variously related. 
Some say, that he was killed contrary to Clau-
dius's order ; and others, that it was by his corn-
tumid. Some impute the execution of the deed to 
the soldiers; and others lay it to the charge ofAu-
relian, w ho was afterwards emperor. The truth is, 
however, easily distinguished through this obscu- 
rity. 	Claddius undoubtedly desired the death of 
A ttreolus ; but, that he might be thought merei- 
lid, he would not order it. 	lie 	therefiire pre- 
tended to be inclined to spare a conquered ene- 
MN', and underhand stirred up Aurelian and the 
,oldiers, to de,,troy him. Claudius cannot be ab-
solutely blamed for providing for his own safety 
by the death of a rival. 	But 	the dihsinuilation 
which he practi 3 ed on this occasion was surely be- 

neath 
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neath him. 	He even carried it farther; by or- 
dering the last honours to be paid to the man 
whom he had deprived of life, and a monument 
to be erected to him, with an epitaph in Greek, 
which is still extant, and which declares his pre-
tended design to save the unfortunate Aureolus, 
if the soldiers had not prevented it. 	This tomb 
was between Milan and Bergamo, in a place up-
on the river Adda, called Pons Aureoli, which 

Oil' 	still retains sonic traces of the name of Aurcolus 
in its present appellation of Po,ztirofo. 

A  Freat 	If we believe the epitome of Aurelius Victor, 
o 	Claudius gained a great. victory over the Alamati- doin,11 
r:,ver the 	ni, near the lake of Cluarda, before 	he went 	to 
is,l' p"!à ' Rome. 	M. de Tillemont supports the account i  ht. 

PO" 	
of that abbreviator by some conjectures. 	It is 
pretty extraordinary that Trebellius, who wrote 
rather a panegyric than an history of Claudius, 
and who, the better to celebrate him, has taken 
particular care to swell his stile, should 	omit a 

... 	fact of this importance, so glorious to the prince. 
whose praises Were hi; theme. 

cbudi„. 	Claudius, conqueror of Aurcolus, and perhaps 
• of the Alamanni also, went at length to Rome, to 

enjoy the congratulations and applanse of his 
16,14 ,, ,, ru- capital, which thought itself happy in having hint 
,I.tth .ii'',,„„. fin. emperor. 	In the month of January that next 
TiVol• 	ensued after his accession to the empire, he took 

a  second 	consulship : which 	proves his having 
held that office once before. 	Of this, however, 
we have not any monument. 	For though Vale- 
rian had intended to make him consul stveral years 
1.40011;:r ; 	that desit.r,o wa‘;  not put 111 eXectIth on,  as 

ppc:,,,; by t h„ „,..n . t i c•., (le 	ii iog the con:adship fiw 
latidius, a tew months before the death 4G:illicit-
i ;, a  ,  a reward for his exploit-; zie;aiiht the Coth,4. 

Clati,Eiri wo,41 herufore have naowd himself' consul 
'or 1hr tin,t time, ht I le: interval bizt wall I licdc.cea ,:c 
►. (;a11 ;e:er ,J awl th ,..: then 1; ,...  \ t leottlh of.lanum v. 

- 	 The.te 
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There is room to think that he stayed somer176:1. _ 
months at !tome; and that to this time ol'tranquil- 	' 
lity belongs what 'Urchethus says or the govern- 

. ment ol.' this prince, who enacted several WISC and 
prudent laws, and: slimed 	his zeal l'or in:3tiee by 
punishing- wilfully corrupt judges with exemplary 
severity; and his mildne:;s, by pretending not to 
sce faults that were co:omitted without design. 

	

But he was coon forced to 	quit 	these pacific "1:!:c em-. 
cares. 	The empire 	was in 	a 	violent situation,r:!7,:,'„T 
which necessarily required the melancholy r,-mody.'i ti-liLcd ,A,  
of war and arms. 	Tetricus occupied the provin: 	'la"' 
ces of the West. 	Zenobia, in the  East, wrt -ati:i- 
ticd with the territories \I-inch her husband Ode-
natus had possessed, extended it?:- dominion by 
comluest, and 	orced Egypt to ar:;nowledge her 
laws. 	The middle provinces were harrassed by 
incursions of the northern nations. 	It was not 

' possible for Claudius to attack so many enemies 
at ollce : 	and he immediately judged that Zeno- 

, 

1 

 
bia, being the most di'tant, mr2,1it not to be the 

.. first object of his attention. 	Nor did he lie:;itate 
betweco Tetricus 	and 	the 	(.laths. 	'' Tetrieu,, 
'' said he, is 	my enemy : 	the (;oths :tr.. the ene- 
mies 0! the state." 	lie therelOre ked his view . 
upon th.,.. Inrbarians, and resolved 	to begin Wit 
dri..e-;  them out a the empire. 

I 	o;1•.0-v•:s(1 1),...tbr,.., in 	the 	last yc:u' oldie 	reigiCrh:, k;ilbli 
of Gallir:iii, that Claudius wanted to 'myst i c  the t ;.,,T,„i„: 
Collis 	all (•j" 	!.r! 	had 	(*Alit  IllerCCI 	thrIll ; 	hilt. 	1  hat 	hi:i" .111̀ ...7- 

' COIIVT:,'114' 	\I 	!roi HI  Olyo,cd it,:l)d ICI 	thl'Ill e .C:111C•.1::.."“:y ,,(' 
The 	r!:*H;I:d 	V.' ith 	which 	1 licV C.); civil 	at 	least 	part  pile'll."" 	' 
of 	thcif 	1 :1 1i)1 ,. 	hit.) 	Ih -ir 	ow!) 	cur :0 TV, 	itidlictsil i,;1:,:',,, 
Ilionl 	It) 	r•Iwii, 	ill 	11 ,!:cii 	;fr.• 	it,';' 	ilii:,11w1.:. 	4111 1:':::."..; , 
Ow 	pl'up!o 	WhiCh 	C011111w,,,"1 	i:!(•ii. iLti:.,II,  u niti ng,  .i.,,,,. 	' 

li)).ic, 1 an 	army 	oh' tlir,.•e 	Imodred 	and 	I wentv lyz--:'. r- 
thous:n;(1 	li,":10im.!.  iul.n, :old 	o 	II, ( 1̀ 	or 	t%0 thonc„,. 	' — 

nd * 	,;i ii. 	The reneral rendezvous 	tras at the 
mouth 

A b 	z,,,i,,,,,s  ,,,,,;7: 	01011,,111(1 	PIC,. 	TA I't Nili,, 	1‘11" 	ham ta- 
tlwr 0,1.1../,,1 	tium 	,lith:;ii,11)11 	tlx 	cAph..it-: 	or 	Claticlitti, 	lixv,  
their :flimUcr ht t%) ,.) thuu...catt - 	• 	• 
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mouth of the river Tyras, now called the Niestcr. 
There 	this 	terrible multitude 	embarked, and, 
keeping close to the shore, attempted a first des-
cent at Tomi, a place rendered famous by the 
banishment of Ovid, and a second at Marciano- 
polis ; but both without much success. 	Upon 
their arrival in the Bosphoran straights, the Goths 
suffered greatly from the rapidity of the currents, 
which, confined within a narrow space, drove their 
vessels against each other with such violence, that 
their pilots were not able to manage them. 	Many 
of them perished with their cargoes and crews. 
But this did not hinder the barbarians from at-
tacking Byzantium ; from whence, being repulsed 
with 	loss, 	they 	continued their rout 	towards 
Asia and attacked Cyzicus. 	Here . again 	they 
succeeded no better than before : 	but yet, per- 
sisting 	in 	their 	enterprise, 	and still hoping 	to 
make themselves amends in Greece and Mace-
donia, they crossed the Ilellesporit, and landed at 
mount Athos. 	After careening their vessels theme, 
they steered for the gulp!, of Thessalonica, to 
which city they laid siege, as they also did to 
('assandriva, which was not tar otE 	While the 
main body of their army carried on these two 
sieges, their fleet, doubtless divided into several 
squadrotH, ravaged the coasts of Thessaly, and of 
all Greece, the islands of Crete, Rhodes,and Cy- 
p.11,, 	and 	the 	maritime 	parts 	of 	Pamplivlia. 
Wherever they landed the country was plunder-
ed : but the cities defended themselves in such a 
manner that not one of them was ta' en, except 
Athens, of which Zonaras .-;rip;, they made them- 
selves inatc•rs. 	That writer mentions a singidar 
aneedott: on this occasion. 	The Gotht, sa ys  he, 
findin-: a great windier (If hooks ill that city, %%hid' 
was the 1110t het.  Of learning, were going to horn 
them :ill, ont of mere 	ferocity and sa‘agenei of .  
dir,p0,:ition, and had 	already heaped them up in 

piles; 
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piles ; when one of them, affecting greater wis-
dom than the rest, told his countrymen they ought 
to share them, because it was owing to the read-
ing of those books that the Greeks neglected the 
art of war, and became easy of conquest. 	This 
Goth did not know that the culture of learning 
never hindered either Alexander or Ctusar from 
becoming the greatest of warriors. 	The barba- 
rians did not keep their conquest long. 	Clcode- 
mus, an Athenian, who had made his escape be-
fore the place of his nativity was sacked, assem-
bled a few forces, fell suddenly upon them, cut 
several of the enemies to pieces, and made the 
rest betake themselves to flight. 

In the meantime the sieges of Cassandrira and z,,,. 
Thessalonica were carried on briskly. 	The Goths 
battered both those cities with engines, of which 
they had learned the use in their long wars against 
the Romans, and were ready to take them when 
Claudius arrived. 
This prince had taken the necessary time to maken„,4„. 

such an armament as should enable him to attack giam.n. 
these tOrmidable enemies with advantage, and atr,,c,at„'„'; 
last succeeded therein, though not without great th.:111 and 
difficulty, because, as he himself observed in one of'nrPV 
hisletters to the senate, Tetricus possessed the best Ord). 
provinces of the empire, Gaul and Spain, and 'Lc- (1,;.'1:;1.  6, r.  
nobia was mistress of the light troops, and all the zus. 
most expert archers. 	Ilowever, notwithstanding 
these obstacles, lie raised a great tbrce, and upon 
h is arri va 1, t he barhariansraised the siege of the two 
places which they had long pressed very closely. 

They then moved farther up into the country, 
to Pelagonia, a province situated on the north of 
Macedonia. 	Claudius fbllowed them thither : but 
as they had greatly the start of him, and continued 
bending their-m.11Th towards t he Danube, he could 
not cone up tt n h them until he reached Naissus, 
now Nissa in Set t iii. 	There he engaged them, in 
a battle %%Inch wik long and obstinately disputed. 

The. 

   
  



1::,,f, HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 	• 

The Romans gave way in several places : but at 
length a detachment of their army, going round 
by roads which seemed impassable, fell upon the 
rear and flank of their enemies. 	This unexpect- 
ed attack decided the victory, and the Goths were 
fbreed to retreat, after leaving fifty thousand of 
their men killed upon the spot. 

Claudius now completed what Marcian had hin- 
dered,him from executing two years before. 	Re- 
solving totally to extirpate the remains of the van-
quished army of his enemies, he instantly pursued 

'n-h• s. .s- 
Z. L 

them. 	The Goths, on their side, without being • • 	• intimidated by the vast slaughter they had su&r- 
ed, rallied their shattered forces ; 	and fencing 
thein::;;Aves, according to their custom, with their 
waggons and baggage, they made a brave defence 
from behind this kind oframpart, which, however, 
was at last forced, and the Romans, besides an 
immense booty, took a prodigious number of pri- 
tattlers. 	Those that escaped this second disaster, 
formed again, and fell back towards Macedonia ; 
upon which Claudius, in order to surround them, 
sent his cavalry fbrward, whilst he with his infan- 
try Ibllowed them behind. 	The fierceness and va- 
lour of the barbarians was so great, that, even in 
the deplorable condition to which so many disas-
ters had reduced them, they still put their con- 
querors in danger. 	They fell upon the Roman 
infantry with such fury, 	that they threw it into 
dkorder, cut part of it in picee,:, and would pro-
bably have defeated therest, if the horse, wheeling 
round, hod not tbreed them to retreat. 'f 1  1 ey then 
took shelter in.the pas-:es of mount thymus, where 
famine mid sickness completed their deltruction. 

'fifth. duet after  N  coming the sL:H, returned to 
Macedonia, laden with booty, in order to rejoin 
the army it had left there. 	But that army was then 
deAroved: and the troops on hoard the fleet, either 
hoping to retrieve the lo‘,scs filch:nation had sitst.1 in - 

cd 
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ed, or flattering themselves that they should be 
able to prevent its total ruin, landed ; by which 
they only increased their disaster. 	Their ships, 
abandoned by their defenders, perished and were 
sunk ; and the men themselves, unable to pene-
trate into an enemy's country, where every thing 
opposed them, were kneed to disband and sepa-
rate ; in which condition they were either killed, 
taken prisoners, or carried off' by a contagious dis- 
temperwhich broke out among them. 	Thus, of ro • 

...., 

• 

all this numerous army of barbarians only a few""all-
stragglers escaped, who, a few days after the 
death of Claudius, plundered 	Anchiala -.'1., and 
made a fruitless attempt upon Nieopolis. 

We know nothing more concerning this ccl 
bratcd exploit of Claudius, which well deserved to 
be recorded by abler historians, more sensible of 
its importance, and more capable of relating its se- 
veral circumstances and events. 	Claudius himself 
gives us a pretty just, but general 	idea of it, in 
a letter which I shall here trameribe. 	'' Claudius 
" to Brocchus. 	(This Brocchns W'IS commander 
" of Illyricum.) 	We have de:d. royed three Inn- 
" drCd and twenty i in)In4and Goth., and sunk h‘o 
" thousand 	ships. 	The rivers ar;. covered with 
" bucklers, and the shores with large swords and 
" small lances. 	The plains arc hid Limier heaps 
" of dead. 	Every 	road 	i;,, 	stained Nvitli blood. 
" The great intrenehment, Ibrined by a multitudo 
" of waggons linked together, has been alym- 
" doncd. 	We have taken so many women pi.i- 
" soners, that every soldier in our :duty eon claim 
" two Or 	three Cor 	his own 	shlve.-.." 	Clanditts's 
letter, which 	scent:; 	intended 	only to point out 
the 	extraordinary 	cirennicianoes or the victor~, 
speaks of 	none hid fendde ealdi...(•, .. 	Ili,fory id- 
tbrms US fluffier, that there 	etc Li IIT; and glit'I'lli 

arliOni:; 

* A city of Thrace orlon the En -; ioe Stn. 	NitiToli: 	1.1!' fir_ 
Iitip the cottntry, nt the fout of mount 11:.11wit,. 
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among the prisoners; and that the number of sol-
diers and subaltern officers who fell into the hands 
of the conquerors was so great, that after inrol- 

zo,.. 	ling many of them among the Roman troops, 
there still remained enough to supply the pro-
vinces with a sufficiency of slaves for the .culture 
of their lands : so that these Goths, from savage 
warriors becoming laborious husbandmen, were 
of service to their masters, at the same time that 
they perpetuated the triumph of Claudius. 

• This victory may therefore justly he compared 
to the greatest that was ever gained by any Ro-
man general or emperor : and Claudius, most de-
servedly, took for it the surname of Me Gothic, by 
which he is frequently distinguished in history. 

" "'"' 	Some writers have thought to enhance his glory /..e. 
by fabulously pretending that, like another De- 
citts, he devoted himself to his country before he 
engaged the barbarians. 	But Trebellius's silence 
is  a  sufficient reflitation of this anecdote, which, 
besides, does not agree with facts that are known 
and well attested. 

Alircr.w 	Aurelian distinguished himself in the waran-ainst niol t 	il- 	 n 
c.1,.., „, ,; the Goths, in which he had an important command. 
4.4.1,1,.,,a 	Ile engaged the enemy several times, with consi- i,, thi.. war. 
j ,,,• .,, i„..Ilerable advantage : 	and the officers of the horse 
r.'.11..,.1. 	having 	attacked 	the 	barbarians 	rashly, without its. waiting fOr orders ; Claudius thought he could 

not. better guard against such inconveniences l'or 
the future, than by giving them, for their colonel- 
general, the same 	Aurelian, whose severity in 
maintaining discipline was known and feared. 

Qnito dins, the emperor's brother, was also em-
ployed in I Itk war : but we know nothing Cirther 
or him, nor 	ha., hi, tory recorded any exploit of 
hi.; pert Or m lug. 

it ...,, 	Clandins, wholly itatent spoil the war against the 
11." ''` L' 	Got  Its, which he ju 0 ly eousidered as the most (Ian- 
hut 111,1 	serous to the state, suffered other matters to take 
Chit, L.,1 	 their 
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their course until such time as he should be at li- woLadillia-re 
berty to attend to them also. 	It cannot be doubt2z,„„b;:, 
ed but that, alter conquering the 	barbarians, he""'r.'"i- 
would have turned his arms against Zenobia, who,;',`,7,i ii„,„i. 
as 	I observed before, had added Egypt to herip-;'w:..  
other dominions. 	Nor can it be supposed that c„7,,f.'" 
he would have abandoned that noble portion of 	';;•:a- 
the empire, Gaul, to Tetricus ; besides whom,;;;;Ia. 
now rebels, called Bagaudes, desolated that coon-ba 
try, and even dared to besiege the capital of the 
Eduans. 	The besieged had applied to Claudius, 
imploring his assistance: and we may imagine how 
grating it must have been to this magnanimous 
prince, not to be able immediately to comply 
with their just request, and to see the 	Eduans 
forced to open their gates to the enemy after a 
siege of seven months. 	Such interesting objects 
could 	not 	but 	stimulate 	Claudius's 	courage ; 
whilst his extraordinary qualities insured him suc- 
cess. 	It is highly probable that he would have 
finished the great work which his successor Aure-
lian accomplished, of re-uniting to the empire all 
the members which had been separated from it, 
if he had lived. 	lint death prevented him. 

I said before, that a contagious distemper corn- nit hi,  
pleted the ruin of tlit army of the Goths. The same':''": '-
infection spread to the Roman army. Claudius was rn?,. 
seized with it, and died at Sirmium, in the thire,'"z  l' ..,„   
year of his reign, and the fifty-sixth of his age. 	A.11.101. 

This prince has been justly praised for possess-  rT,',',1:.',:',,,. 
ing, like Trajan, great talents 	and great virtues. 'bin piii,,,... 
Nothing would 	be wanting to crown his glorv, i1,1„117„71, 
dins merit,:nill 	undergone the 	trial of a lungerio..,,,.. 
rei:_oi, and he had behaved in the pelceable poi-
se:4;ion of the empire, as well as be did in times 
of trouble and danger. 

Ile was regretted by t he. senate, the people, and  rol• 
the army; and was ranked among the gods. 	That"'"  1  
honour, than which nothing can be more mad and 
impious, was now  become a mere matter of form. 

But 
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vr! But the public affection fbr his memory was shew n 
by  ill oi'l! tincommon 	honours, which custom had. 
not yiii lied. 	The senate consecrated to him a bus6 
of gold in the usual place of its assemblies. 	The 
people erected to hint a statue of gold, ten feet.;' 
high, in the capitol, lacing the temple of Jupiter;  • 
tnd the tribunal for haratiTtes was decorated with 
t pillar, on the top of which stood his statue in sil 
ver, wei,hing fifteen hundred Roman pounds. 

ens(winu3 Notwithstanding the great and good qualities o  1  
":.",;.e.r.  this prince, a rival was set tip against him. 	Censo-1  
• 33- rinus, a senator of considerable rank and distinc-

tion, who had retired into the country on account 
of a wound which had lamed hill, was proclaimed! 
Augustus, probably in Italy, by the troops which' 
guarded that country. Trebellius, from whom we 
have this account, does not tell us, what were the, 
motives which induced the soldiery to take this 
step, nor in what manner it was transacted : nei-
ther does he say, whether they were instigated by! 
Censorinus, or whether they fb:.ced him to obey. 
their Nvill. 	But however that may have been, they. 
soon grew tired of him, and thinking him too; 
severe, killed him at the cad of seven days. 	1-1c 
was buried near Bologna, and his epitaph, setting% 
fbrth all the titles with which he had been deco.)  
rated in his life, ended with these words : ” * Hel 
" was happy in all 	things whilst a private man,, 
" but a most unhappy emperor." 	Ilk relations,' 
struck with grief and fear after this 	melancholy' 
event, Fel iced, some 	into Thrace, and sonic into, 
Bithynia, where his 	family still 	subsisted at the, 
time when 'Irebellius wrote. 

In the beginning of the third year Of Clauditis,1 
died. 	Plot Mils, the master of Porphyry, who hatil 
Written Ins life. 	Ile was a famous prolessor of tkel 
Platonic philosophy, which was then in vogue, and; 
which, bewildering its ibllowers in abstruse specu.;  

hat ions,: 
0. Felix ad omni.l, incelicis.:imu8 Imperater. 	1 

   
  



I300K XXVII.] 	AURELIAN. 	 . 

lations, almost lost sight of that solid and essential 
object, the reformation of manners. Men who, tin-
der a specious title, troubled themselves so little 
about what is really useful, little deserve that we 
should trouble ourselves about them. 

1 2 9 

PRINCIPAL EVENTS 

OF THE REIGN 

or 

A IT RELIAN. 

	 ANTIOCHIANUS. 	 A. R.102!. 
	 ORFITUS. 	 A. C. 	2;41. 

AURELIAN, and Quintillus the brother of 
Claudius, arc proclaimed emperors at the same 
time ; the one, by the army of Illyricum ; and 
the other, by the troops which he commanded in 
I taly, near Aquileia. 

Quintillus, upon the news of Arrelian's elec-
tion, is abandoned by his party, autl causes his 
veins to be opened, alter having reigned only se- 
venteen days. 	He was ranked among the gods. 

Aurelian goes to Rome, in order to be acknow-
ledged there. 

Ile returns into Pannonia, and forces the Goths. 
who attempted a new invasion, to sue to him 1)r 
peace. 

War, fo: the defence of Italy, against the Aft-
manni, the Marcomanni, the Jutliongi, and the 
Vandals. 	Aurelian 	is defeated near Placentia 
Alarms and seditious in 	Rome. 	Aurelian re- 
trieves his affairs, and gains three subsequent. vie- 
tories over the 	barbarians, in 	this and the 	16l- 
lowing year. 

I'm,. IX. 	 R 	 1.. Do1mt.5, 
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III A.M.1022. L. DOMITIUS A URELIANUS AUGUSTUS II '''. A. C. 	271. 1\1. or Num. CLiomes VIRIUS BASSUS. 

The tranquillity of Italy is restored. 	The walls 
of Rome are rebuilt and fortified, and extende 
toilic circumference of fifty miles. 

Several illustrious persons put to death by A 
relian : 	among others Domitian, who ha 
sumed the title of Augustus. 

Death of Sapor, king of the Persians. 	H 	., 
flormisdas succeeds him. 

A.R. 10';3- 	 QUIETUS. A. C. 	212. 
	 V OLDUMIANUS. 	 . 

Aurelian sets out to make war upon Zenobia. la 
his way through Illy rieum, he defeats several troops 
of barbarians. Victory gained beyond the Danube 
over Cannabas, or Cannabahl, king of the Goths.  ; 

Septimius an usurper for a few (lays in Dalma-
tia. 

Aurelian passes into Asia. 	Bithynia submits vo, 
luntariiv to him. 	The city of 'I'yana is betrayed 
to him by one of its inhabitants. 	Pretended ap- 
parition of Apollonius of' Tyana to Aurelian. 

Battle near Imnue, a town of Syria, at soine 
distance from Antioch, in which Zenobia's gene, 
ral, Zabdas, is dckated. 

Aurelian enters Antioch, which Zenobia had a' 
bandoned, and treats its inhabitants with demo 

Battle of Daphne, in which Zenobia's tro 
are conquered. 	 i 

General battle under the walls of Es.'”esa. 	Ze, 
nobia, vanqui.died, shuts 	herself up in 	Palinvra 
Valerian besieges lice there. 	 i 

Probn 
* M. de Tillonont reekomi this connulship of :lurcliain 

firq  ; tilledging, nevertheless, rea*oilM and autlinritii . which 
make it ho looked 	upon as 	hiS ,,eemul. 	(Note I'll. on fah', 
Tian.) 	The order of routs, particularly of thuse that follow 
kis determined  U6 to prefer thii 1414 opinion. 
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Prohus, who was afterwards emperor, subdues 
Egypt, and takes it back from Zenobia. 

llormisdas dies. 	Vararanes succeeds him. 

	 TAcrrus. 	 A.11.1 
A C. 

rl  ACIDIANUS. 

Some pretend that the Tacitus who was consul 
this year, is the emperor Tacitus, who succeeded 
Aurelian. 	But the emperor Tacitus was very old, 
and must, in all probability, have been consul be-
fore this time. 

Zenobia, endeavouring to escape to the Per-.  
sians, is taken and carried to Aurelian. 	The city 
of Palmyra surrenders. 	The conqueror treats 
that city with humanity. 

The death of Longinus. 
Aurelian, being in Thrace, where he defeated 

some parties of Carpians, learns that Palmyra had 
revolted : upon which he returns thither, treats 
the rebels with rigour, and gives their city up 
to be plundered. 

lie causes the sentence of the council of Antioch 
to be put ill execution against Paul or Samosata. 

Ile goes into Egypt, and there destroys the 
usurper Firmus. 

lie passes into Gaul, whither he was invited 
by Tetricus himself, who was grown weary of the 
perpetual mutiny and seditious of iris soldiers, 
and of the people. 

The battle of Ch;ilons on the Marne, at the be-
gining of ‘vhich, Tetricus and his son put them-
selves voloatarily into the hands of Aurelian. 

Gaul submits again to the power of the Romans, 
:tiler having disavowed it ibr thirteen years. 	The 
%thole empire re-united under one head.  

I 

 

This flow of success swells the heart of Aure- 
lian,and makes hint 	forget his former niodest. 
l le ii,,,iinies the diadem. 

K .2 	 1i 
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He leads Zenobia and Tetricus in triumph; and 
afterwards treats them humanely. 

A. R. 102.7. AUREIA ANUS AUGUSTUS III. 
c. 274, C. JULIUS CAPITOLINUS. 

Aurelian's donatives to the people. 	He remits 
the old debts due to the state. 

His rigour towards several members of the se-
nate. 

An amnesty granted to those who had borne 
arms against him. 

Ile builds a magnificent temple to the sun, in 
Rome ; and institutes games and combats in ho-
nour of that planet. 

The managers of the mint raise a violent sedi-
tion in Rome, which increases to an open war. 
Aurelian, after conquering them in a battle fought 
within the walls of Rome, punishes the offenders 
rigorously. 

He goes into Gaul, where some disturbances 
had arisen. 

He is thought to have rebuilt, at this time, the 
city of Genabum, which afterwards bore his name, 
and is now called Orleans. 

, 
The fbunding of Dijon is also ascribed to him.
h  — e marches into Vindelicia, from whence he 

. 
drives the barbarians. 

He abandons Dacia beyond the Danube, which 
Trajan had conquered ; and transports its inhabi- 
tants, 	to the right-hand side of that river, in a part 

1

026.

' 

, 

of Mousia, since distinguished by the name of 
Aurelian's Dacia. 	He may possibly 11,.-e settled 
there part of the nation of the Carpians. 

AUR E L IAN US Aucus-rus 111. 
M  Ute ELLIN us. 

Just as he was preparing to march against the 
, Persians, he perished in Thrace by a conspilacy 

which 
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which Ainesthmus, one ofh is secretaries, had form- 
ed against him. 	He was ranked among the gods. 

He was on the point of ordering a persecution 
against the Christians when he was killed. 

USURPERS under AURELIAN. 
ZENOBIA in the East. 
Tornieus in Gaul. 
FIRMUS ill LGYPT. 
DOMITIAN. 
SEIPTIAJIES. 

AURELIAN. 
SECT. II. 

trelian elected emperor in Illgricum, and Claudins',7 
:brother Quintillus in Italy. 	'This last perishes ai, 
the end of seventeen ("WT. 	Aurelian's first rise. 
After the death of Iimitaillus, he goes. to Mine to 

:be ael:nowledged 11wi... 	Ile returns into l'anno- 
nia,jights the Goths, on,/ grants Mem prate. 	lie 

igoes back 1.9  11,:ly, Whitli. is  ihrea:tmed with an in- 
!rnsion of the Germans. 	lie glees audience' 1..7114: 
_ausbas.sadors of lhe Jutlio3gi. 	New attended R'illt 
various success, and nt last terminated 1,7 three 
subsequent victories gained by Aurelian. 	.Vego.. 

' ciations with the  I "anrIalv. 	Aurelian returns con- 
lquel'Or to Rome, and puts to death several illus. 
trious senators. 	Ile jOrtilies Rf»ne, and enlarges , 	.   !its extew. 	Ile unde1'ta4es 11;e war noatnst 	. v1,0- , 	 , 

1nut. 	ilislow of that peen. 	..lurel.an sets out, 
and, in his mamh, gnin.v several adeantacs in II- 
&victim and Thrace. 	lie p,-n.ses int.o .1..ia. 	The 
city of Tjjana is betrayed to him. 	11;' pais the 
traitor to death, and spa/cs the inhabitants. 	Pre- 
tended apparition of ilpollonius to ..lurelia,:. 	 ..I 
rely improbable circumstance related concerning 
the taking of Tvana. 	,Zenobla  at  ..Intioch. 	:Bat- 

7 	 1k 
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tle between the horse near the town of Juana'. 
Zenobia flies from Antioch to .Eme.sa. 	_1u
lian 	treats the Antiochians with clemency. 
advances towards 	Emesa. 	.Battle 	truer 	that 
city. 	Aurelian 	remains conqueror. 	2cnobia 

... 	

shuts herself 'up in Palmyra. 	Pretendul 	mi- 
racles said to have happened ut 	the 	battle 	o 
EnteSa. 	Aurelian pta:sue.s. Zcnobia, and at rues
before Palmyra. 	Importance of that Jamons 
city. 	Zenobia had 	taken 	care to prcvide it 
well. 	Aurelian's• letter to 2e nobia, exhorting her. 
to surrender. 	Her haughty answer. 	Palmyra 
besieged ; 	and distressed by famine. 	7...embia, 
attempting to 	to the Persians., is lairs. 	The ,fly  

 Palmyrenes surrender, and are treated humanely. 
Aurelian grants Zenobia and her son I Ohallath 
their lives. 	Her ministers and counsellors are 

, 	put to death.. 	The death of Longinus. 	lceNpt 
i el re-conquered by Probes. 	Aurelian, beingu 

to Europe, is informed of the revolt of Palmyra., 
lie goes hack thither, and gives the city zip to ho 
plundered. 	He passes into Spain, and rests 

.F  

Firmus, who had assumed the purple there. 
returns into the East, and re-unites Gaul to the  
empire, Tetrieus having voluntarily pul ly.msel 
into his power. 	Greatness and rapidity of ,.lut 
/inn's exploits. 	His success made him .101,“-i 
former modesty and .simplicity. 	Aurdittn's tri- 
umph. 	Tetricus and Zt nobia appear in it as cap-.  

1 

	

tires. 	In" other respects they were ilealid  III/- 
mane& by the conqueror. 	Aurehan's targt.sses to ,. 
the people. 	Loaves distributed ins& ..4.  q.  cot n. 
Ohl debts due to the state, cancelled. 	.i:nnte.siy., 

of justice. 	Aurelian has been 	ace 	 ...tyl of 
cruelt y. 	instances of a poor' goy( sense ),t. 	Ile 

to 	Gaul, Orleans, Dijon. 	Ile drives the sE,roes 

It
/lets 

.Barharians out of Vindelicia. 	He  obanth.ny I 
part ttf Dacia which T:.ajon had computed.. 
prepares to tome war upon the Persia, .. 	6'zic 
.sion of the Itings of Persia. 
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nated in Thrace, hp his own people. 	Iii 	rizours 
were the cause of his untimelg death, and bane 
hurt his reputation. 	Ile is arem;ed, and ranked 
among the gods. 	His posteritp. 	Variations in 
his conduct 16wards the Christians. 	Paul of Sa- 
m9sata. 	The ninth persecution. 	Irriiers under 
this reign. 

after the death of Clandius II. Aurelian IMMEDIATELY 
Aurelian was elected to the empire by the le-elected  • OM ew!' i n 

gions of Ill yricum. 	But he had instantly a rival. ntyvkinn, 
Claudius's -brother Quintilhis commanded a body',1i'il`,1;-,:ibT.:: 
of troops near Aquileia, destined, without doubt,ther Quin-
to hinder the barbarians, who were in arms in thelIltahli:..in 
neighbouring 	countries, from 	penetrating 	intoThis last 
Italy. 	When the news of the death of Claudiusl'heerl'ehneds,u; 
rea,shed these troops, they thought no one won. seventeen 
thier to succeed hint than Quintillus, who was ae-th s' A. R.1021.  ' 
cordingly acknowledged emperor : not by heredi. Tlyb. 
tary right, as Trebellius expressly observes ; but berd' 
on account of his 	probity and the gentleness of r..p. 4:,n.:. 
his manners. 	Some 	have 	said, that the 	senate]• z,,,,. 
joined its stiaages to that ()Utile soldiers. 	. Eor.T . 

It was not for the good of the cuinire that Quin.fc"'"'"'• 
1 illus 	should remain its soverci,,n, if it be 	true, 
as Zonaras says, with some probability, that he was 
a weak man. incapable of conducting great afYairs. 
In ell'ect, he was extremely terrilied when he learn-
ed that Aurelian had been declared emperor at 
Sirmium. 	lie haraT-.•;tied his troops, however, and 
exhorted them 	to 	remain 	faithful 	to him : but 
they, sensible of the ditforence of merit between 
the two competitors abandoned Quintillus, who, 
finding himself destitute 	of all 	resourc,s, by the 
advie..: of his friends had his veins opened, after he 
had reigns d only seventeen days *. 	This a,•",ont 
or his death is more probable than that of 'Irebel. 
lilts, who, always zealous for the glory of the house 
of ( laudius, 	says that 	Quintillus's severity was 

what 
vopi:cu5  .11..i twenty dlys .: Zutinay. a tvw monthv 

   
  



1.36 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

what incensed the soldiers, and that he fell by 
,ik  their fury, a victim to his zeal for the maintenance 

Tilicm.' 	of discipline, like Pertinax and Galba. 	Aurelian, 

: 

delivered from this rival, did not envy him the 
honour of an apotheosis. 	The medals of Quin- 
tillus shew that he was ranked among the gods. 

Aurelian, who by this means remained sole and 
A
finuTtert

lia,en.'s peaceable possessor of the empire, was, like many 
Vop. Aur. of his predecessors, a soldier offortune, whose me- 
3-18. 	rit had made amends for the obscurity of his birth. 

He was born in one of the provinces of Blyricum, 
either Pannonia, Dacia, or :‘ locsia. 	We know not 
the name or condition of his father, any otherwise 
than that the epitome of Victor says of him, that he 
cultivated the lands which a Roman senator, called 
Aurelius, possessed in the country where he lived. 
His mother was priestess of the sun in her village : 
and he always retained a singular veneration for 
that planet, which he worshipped as his tutelar 
deity, and as the greatest of the gods. 	She also 
pretended to divination. 	But we do not find by 
any thing we know of her son, that he was in the 
least given to this last weakness. 

Aurelian, quick of mind, and robust of body, 
shewed from his infancy a passion for war, which 
was so strong in him, that he never suffered a day 
to pass without exercising himself at shooting with 
the bow, throwing; the javelin, or some other mili- 

no 	.,,. 	I's. 	tary operation. 	This taste remained all his life : 
for even after he was emperor, he tired several 
horses every day with hard riding. 	Ile entered 
into the army as soon as his age would permit ; 
and was so extremely ardent and ready ,-) draw 
his sword, that to di.,tinguish 	him 	from another 
officer of the same name who served in the same 
corps, he was called * Aurelian, sword in hand. 
This personal bravery was displayed, not at the ex- 
pence of his fellow citizens by fighting duels with 

them, 
* Atti•Jiamis mane ad ferruffl. 
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them, but at that of the enemies of the state. Ile is 
said to have killed, with his own hand, forty-eight 
Sarmatians in one day, and nine hundred and fifty 
within some days after. 	We observed elsewhere, 
that he was the first Roman who fought against the 
Franks, and had the honour of conquering them. 

His valour made the troops esteem him, and they 
celebrated it in their rude songs : but at the same 
time his severity made them tear him. 	We may 
judge with what rigour he insisted on a strict ob-
servance of military discipline, by the following 
letter which he wrote, when tribune, to an officer 
whom we may call his lieutenant-colonel. 	" IC, 
" says he, you would advance yourself in the ar- 
" my, or rather if you would live, hinder the sol- 
" Biers from stealing. 	Let not any one rob the 
" peasant of his poultry ; let him not touch a 
" sheep which does not belong to him ; let him. 
" not spoil the corn upon the ground, nor even 
" take a bunch of grapes that is not his own. 
" Suffer not those who are under you to extort 
" oil, salt, or wood. 	Let them be content with 
" their allowances. 	If they would have any i !ling- 
" more, it is by the blood of there enemies that 
" they ought to acquire it, and not by the tears 
" of the subjects of the empire." 	Aurelian then 
enters into a pretty long detail concerning their 
armour, their dress, and the proper care of their 
horses and mules : 	after which he adds: " Let, 
" them serve one another mutually, as if they were 
" each others 	 Let them not consult slaves. 
" diviners: 	let them respect the honour of the 
" wonvd in wli(Fe houses they lodge ; and if any 
'' one raises a quarrel, let him suffer the bastina • 
" do." 	Such were the laws which Aurelian pre- 
scribed ; of which he insisted on the literal disci - 
vance ; and which none could violate with impu- 
nity.. 	Being informed that a soldier had commit- 
ted adultery with his landlord's wife, he ordered 
the criminal to be quartered, by fastening his legs 

and 
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and arms to four branches of trees bent down for 
that purpose, and afterwards let go in such manner 
as to tear him asunder. 	This punishment seems, 
cruel, and doubtless is so. 	But great evils re- 
quire violent remedies : and the writer of Afire-' 
lian's life observes, that his inexorable severity 
succeeded ; and that the soldiers, finding what. 
commander they had to deal with, took care to; 
mend their manners and avoid those faults of 
which the punishment was sure and rigorous. 

I observed before that the emperor Valerian 
feared lest his son might be hurt by Aurchan's se- 
verity. 	But notwithstanding that, he did ample 
justice to the extraordinary merit of this great war-
rior, and took a pleasure. in employing him in the 
most brilliant and most difficult affairs. He chstrg-
ed him with the care of visiting all the Roman 
camps, as inspector and reformer ; gave him the 
command of Illyricum under Ulpms Crinitus, 
whose infirmities rendered him incapable or act-
ing; sent him ambassador to Persia; and lastly made 
him consul, when, on account of his glorious po-. 
verty, he ordered the public treasury to defray t 
expences which that high office then required. 

This consulship of Aurelian has been mention 
cal elsewhere : but I cannot omit here a judicious 
and useful reflection which the histmrian of his life, 
inahes on this occasion. 	* We lately saw, saysl 
Vopiscus, the consul Furies Plaeidus spend such 
vast sums upon the games which he exhibited in 
(lie circus, that he 	seemed 	rather to 	be giving. 
away rich estates, than 	distributing 	suitable r'  
wank to charioteers. 	All good men 1.,•‘r.e gr 
ed at it : for things arc now conic to such a 1 

t 
'''' Viaints proxime consolation 	Forii 	Placiali 	taint() (Kati 

in eircn edit oin,  of not 	pr,rtoia rlari autrigis,  spa patrit 
derentor—i»0 iniArntibits frugi lionainibus. 	Faction 
of 	juol 	divitiarton sit, non 	hoodlum) 	con,olatos.--1 
(lista Mat teo.pora, & nolgi- 	ambitioue populari 	rG. itair 

'())). Auxd.  1  J. 
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that the consulship is bestowed,not upon the man, 
but upon his riches. 	Those happy times are past 
ill which dignities were the recompense of merit ; 
and the present will degenerate still more and 
more by that ostentatious pomp which is intend 
ed to catch the eyes of the multitude. 

Aurelian probably took possession of the consul-
ship on the twenty, second of May of the year of 
Christ 2.58, two years before Valerian's misfortune. 
No mention is made of him under Gallienus; either 
because that prince had removed him out of jea-
lousy and hatred of his merit, or because he him-
self scorned to serve the most indolent and most 
despicable of men. 	Under Claudius, who was a 
friend to, and a just estimator of virtue, Aurelian 
began to appear again. 	He helped that emperor 
to destroy Aureolus, and, after shining greatly in 
the war against the Goths, was judged, as 1 said 
before, worthy to succeed him. 

After the death of Quintillus, he went with all After the 
speed to Rome, there to be acknowledged: 	and,'(';',T,,;ir  
according to the custom of new princes, he spewed he g.es to 
a tendency to mildness, and a readiness to listen to it',"1,...,t' 01,,._ 
the counsels that should be offered !lira. A senator tedgeit 
who thought to please him 	by commending Itis'7" 
severity, which sometimes amounted to cruelty, 
told him that the way to reign securely would be 
to use both steel and gold: steel against those who 
should fail in their duty towards him, and gold to 
reward his faithIbl servants. 	This sycophant was 
Justly requiled fin' his base adk ice, being himself 
the x.ery frst that suffered by Aurelian's steel. 

Thi: prince could not stay long at Rome, but tie n,tuno 
was soon obliged to return into Pannonia, which itie, rd.,. 
the Got hs, notwithstandingthelat e dreadful &tea "'''''' 
Orilwir vast army, threatened with a new invasimi. 
To hinder them ftom 	penetrating tin , lie wisel‘Tirt.  
ordered the inhabitants of the country to send all pi. 
their coin, cattle, and provisions, tot l' ,.' citie,„ there ti 

to 
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to be taken care of; that the barbarians might not 
only be dissappointed of their expected plunder, 
but also be stopped in their career by want of the 
neces%tries of life. 	These measures might per- 
haps have sufficed, if the Romans had been at li- 
berty to wait the event. 	But Italy was at the same 
time menaced by a formidable league of the Ger-
man nations, who were preparing to cuter that 
country in an hostile manner. Aurelian was there-
fore obliged to hasten against the Goths, who had 
passed the Danube. 	The two armies engaged,: 
and the battle lasted until night, without any de-:  
cisive advantage on either side : but in the night, 
the barbarians retreated and repassed the river,, 
from the other side of which they sent deputies' 
to sue for peace, which was granted them. 

tre gl,:s 	Italy stood in need of his .presence to awe the 
tb,11':„?1,11:11  German confederacy I have just spoken of. 	Four 
iitlre,ter, of these nations, whose names we are acquainted v.i with B11 

" I 
.•11

l' 	were     t he 	Mamanni, the Marcomanni, the invasion or 	' tli,  c,-,-- 	Juthongi, and the Vandals. 	It is not easy to deter- ,,,,,,., 	mine whether thesepeople acted in concert, or each VT. :141,1. 
0.4. 	of them separately : and it is perhaps still more dif- 
1I''';'licult to form a connected narrative out of the de-

. 	.1.. , 	., 4% 

tacked scraps which we find in different authors 
concerning lurelian's exploits against them. 	All 
that; can he said on this head must necessarily be 
intermixed with perplexity and doubt. 

The first scat of the war 	srems to have been 
the country bordering upon the Danube, where 
Aurelian having gained some advantage over the 
sintlion:;i in particular, these people agreed to send 
!inn :-!ii embassy, to propo,e peace. 	To':- step of 

tiluoi•.:iioli was accompanied 	with 	haughtiness; 
their ambassadors being ordered not to speak in 
the humble stile of a conquered nation, but to of- 
tinr their friendship 	and 	alliance, on the express 
condition of their receiving again 	the 	pensions 
which the Romans had u.,cd to pay them. 

Aurelian, 
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Aurelian, knowing their instructions, thoughtIlegiwes 
to awe and intimidate them by the formidablet. di u,:anie  - 
magnificence of his appearance. 	When they'd 3sador,  
were arrived in his camp, lie did 	not give 	them t̀);',,,,l,',e,; /".  
audience immediately, but deferred it until the 
next day. 	All the Roman troops were then 
drawn up under arms, and ranged as li for battle. 
The emperor, cloathcd with purple, ascended a 
lofty 	tribunal. 	All 	the principal 	officers 	sur- 
rounded him on horseback, thraiing a semi-cir-
cular avenue to his throne ; and behind him ap-
peared the standards and eagles of the legions, 
the golden images of the prince, and tables on 
which were written the names of the legions in 
letters of gold ; the whole supported by spears of 
silver. The ambassadors of the Juthongi were, in 
efleet, struck with wonder and admiration at the 
sight of this pompous splendour. They remained 
for some time silent : but recovering from their 
first surprize, they at length spoke, and not with 
less haughtiness than they had been directed to use. 

They said, that if they desired peace, it was 
not because they had met with a small check 
which had scarcely hurt them, but because they 
believed that peace and alliance bmween them 
and the Romans would be of mutual service to 
both nations. They boasted of'their strength; which, 
said they, the Romans had experienced under 
Gallienus ; and pretended that if they were for- 
ced to fight again, the same success would 	still 
accompany their arms. They warned Aurelian not 

_ to trust to fortune, nor depend too much upon a 
light a0 - ,antage, owing to particular eireunistan • 
(..s, and which rnilit. be followed by a greater re- 
erse. And lastly they declared, that in ram 	l.  n fo 
heir alliance, which they (dieted to the th»na ns, 
.110 would be greatly benefited thereby, tl:ey ex • 
reeled and in fisted on the 	renewal of their lin..- 

I

'  

., ler pensions, without which they should heroine 
yirillv irreconeilelble and invincible enciii'2s. 

-NordHit 
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Aurelian was fully determined not to grant the 
Juthongi any part of their demand, and theretbre 
might easily have signified his resolution to them 
in few words. 	But his historian has thought pro- 
per to lend him a very long answer, containing 
particularlv great encomiums on the . prudence 
which directed all the operations of the Romans, 
widely dilkrcnt from the barbarians, who, always 
impetuous in their attacks, were always weaken- 
ed by a first miscarriage. 	He reproached the 
Jutlioni 	with 	having 	violated their 	treaties, 
and interred from thence that it ill became them 
to demand as a tribute what was in fact only a 
voluntary gratuity, or recompence fbr their ibr- 
mer services. 	Ile concluded with declaring that 
be was resolved to take vengeance on them fbr 
their insults, by ravaging their country with 	fire 
and sword : and as an earnest of what they were 
to expect, lie instanced, according to this speech 
thus made for him, the example of the three 
hundred thousand Goths • lately Donquered and 
extirpated by the Romans. 

w,Ir ,f... 	The embassy of the Juthongi having proved 
4,..ka 	unsuccessful, war and arms were of course rerun.- vo- „,,,. ,,,.,•. ed to : and 	if we 	would endeavour 	to connect 
r''  •  u",, t,  facts, we must be obliged to suppose that the Ju-L•t:,,,,i.  
,,,,,,t 1,, 	thongi did in common with the Marcomanni. and 
0,--  ,i1,- perhaps the Alamanni and Vandals, what Vopis-,..„„•,,t. 
,, ,,,,,, , 	ens relates of the Marcomanni only. We shall use 
",,  hY  the word harfwrians, which includes them all. 4,„,,.,,11. Aurelian, pond of the advantage I have incu- 
r—, -1,,,L tioned, and of having made the Juthongi desire a 1-.  ,fi. 	renewal of their ancient treaties, forme;',,the 	de- 

!a9n, 1101 0(  driving the barbarians back to their 
own toinit 0', hut of (lest roying them, as (la ndin .; 
had done, liv cutting oh 	their retreat. 	To 	that 
end he placed 	himself behind them, hemming 
them in hetv,- ecn his a: Inv tuid 	Italy. 	Ilk 	plan 
wi,e, ‘k (II emu ertH 	:n., 	1..tc-A 	in 	all 	probability 

hug(' 
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have been attended with success, if the barriers 
of Italy had b;:en well guarded. 	But they were 
not staiciently secured. 	The barbarians forced 
them, and penetrated on the side of:Milan. Rome 
was immediately alarmed, and all the evils which 

143 

Italy had suffered under Ga(helms were again 
apprehended. 	The fin is oft he people even pro-
duced some seditious, which Aurelian afterwards 
punished with his usual rigour. 

He pursued the barbarians, and camc up with 
them near Placentia. 	But always more eager to 
attack the enemy, than careftil to defend himself, 
he fa into a snare which they had laid for him 
in the woods. 	IIis army was attacked towards 
the evening, and entirely defeated, with 	such 
loss as it was feared would bring on the ruin of 
the empire. 

Aurelian himself' began then to be afraid. 	1 
wrote to the senate, ordering the books of the 
Sibyls to be consulted. 	This, indeed, had been 
thought of the moment the barbarians entered 
Italy : but 	sonic flatterers had 	opposed 	it, sa 
in,, that the prince's valour was such as rendc 
ed it needless to 	implore the assistance of the 
gods. 	Aurelian, sensible of his (Luger, blamed 
this way of thinking, in his letter to the senate ; 
and declared that there could be no shame in 
conquerinLr with the assistance 	of the 	divinity. 
A 	11111;* fin the present evils was therefoiv 
sought finr in the oracles of the Sibyls, and all the 
superstitions practices which 	the 	priests of A- 
pollo and the pontiffs pretended to Mal 	recom-, 
nicnded.",ere, and Nvhich resembled those of which 
we ha ,„ c sc'a'n several example.; in the 	lie,tory 	01 
the repiddie, were carefully obsened a n al c:.cent- 
ed : 	such, among others, were histrations 	of 	t:.,. 
coy and country, hymns sung by two cho;r:, 	of 
children whose fathers and mothers were 	livin:1,, 
and sacrifices of various kinds. 	It is remarkable, 
that Aurelian, in offering whatever 	is 	necessary 

1,•- 
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for the celebration of these feasts, promises to 
send prisoners of whatever nation way be desired. 
A proof that the cruel and impious custom of 
sacrificing human victims was practised at Rome 
as long as idolatry prevailed in that city. 

Vopiscus ascribes the return o Aurelian's good 
fortune to these wretched and criminal supersti-
tions. The truth is that this prince, being a good 
warrior, and warned by his miscarriages to pro-
ceed with more circumspection, regained the su-
periority over the barbarians, who had advanced 
as fiir as Fano near the river Metaitrus. There he 
defeated them, and forced them to return back 
towards the country from whence they came. He 
gained a second victory over them near Placentia, 
and a third in the plains of Ticinum, now Pavia. 
By this means lie drove them quite out of Italy : 
and there is room to think that he even pursued 
them beyond the Alps, ifwc may ascribe to this 
time, as M. de Tillemont does with great probabili-
ty,what Dexippus relates concerning the Vandals. 

These people, having been conquered by the 
Romans in a great battle, sued for peace. 	To 
this end their kings had an interview with the 
emperor, who would not come to any final agree-
ment with them until he knew the sentiments of 
his army ; a circumstance which skews to what 
degree even the haughtiest and most resolute of 
the Roman emperors were then dependant on 
the soldiery. 	Aurelian therefore assembled his 
troops, and laid before them the treaty proposed 
by the Vandal kings. 	The soldiers, weary of a 
war in 	which they had experiencer.•,so many 
icissitudes, declared that they chose to Jost sa-

tisfied with the property they then enjoyed, with-
out running any farther hazard : upon which the 
treaty was settled,and peace concluded. The Van-
dals engaged to return to their own country :and 
Aurelian undertook to furnish them with provi-
sions until they reached the Danube. The kings 

of 
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of the Vandals gave their own children, and those 
of the principal chiefs of the army as hostages for 
the pertbrmance of their promise ; and two thou-
sand of their cavalry inlisted among the Roman 
troops. Must of the Vandals retired quietly : but 
some of them going out of their road as they were 
crossing the territories of the empire, in 	hopes 
of plunder ; the Roman commander who was 
directed to escort their march, fell upon them 
with his troops, and killed five hundred of them : 
of which their kings were so far from complain. 
ing, that they ordered the ringleader of these ma- 
rauders to be shot to death with arrows. 	Aure- 
lian, thus freed from the Vandals, led his army 
back into Italy, which the Juthongi were again 
preparing to invade. 	But their menaces were 
not put in execution, at least that we know of; 
and Italy enjoyed perfect peace during all the 
rest of Aurelian's reign. 	This important war 
was ended in the year of Christ 271, that is to 4.8.1022. 
say, in about twelve months after it began. 

Aurelian returned to Rome, not with the satin_ Aurelian 
faction of a conqueror who goes to his capital 1()::(0itil i tc '.in3ror 

.oits, but with to um., enjoy the applause due to his ex I p 
the resentinentof an otl'ended princt. , •,,,h0 breathes  and ruts  t e

o 

revenge. 	I have already observed, that the Ull- ral illustri-
successful beginning of the war occasioned some utours,sena-

seditions at Rome ; the cause of which Aurelian, Vol). Aar. 
in his own mind, imputed to the artful practices21• & Z(11.  
of ambitious men who privately aspired to the 
sovereignty. Whether this suspicion was ground- 
ed, is more than we can say. 	But among those 
that were iiut to death on this account, we lind a 
Domiti.tn ; possibly the same who had assumed 
the title of Augustus, as we find by some medals ; Tw,.„.. 
or a general of that name, mentioned in history, 
who defeated Macrian in the reign of Gallienus, 
and pretended tobelong to the fatuity of Vespasian. 
These,however,are only mere conjectures, entirely 

Vol,. IX.. 	 L 	unnoticed 
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unnoticed by Vopiscus, who though always ready 
to praise Aurelian, owns that lie behaved on this 
occasion with greater rigour than a prince more 
inclined to mercy need have done : and that he 
shed the blood of several illustrious senators upon 
the bare, and often groundless, accusation of a 
single witness, whose own character was, some- 
times, very bad. 	The public hatred became the 

, 
just reward of this cruelty. Aurelian was esteem-  , 
ed for his great abilities, both in the management 
of war, and the government of the state : but i 
none could love him ; and he at last experienced, 
as we shall see, what a prince ought to fear who 
is feared by all. 	 1 

l'orti- The repeated dangers to which Rome had been 
Rome,  
„„jar  
its ex- 

exposed by the incursions of the barbarians, were  • 
a warning to Aurelian to put it in a state of de- 

.4!, z„.i. fence. For five hundred years past, that is to say, , 
since the wars of I lannibal, that city had not had ; 
cause to fear any foreign enemy. Far from tremb-
ling fbr her own safety, she had extended the ter- ; 
ror of her name and arms to the extremities of the 
world. 	But in the meanwhile her fortifications 
had been neglected, and her walls had perished. 
Aurelian undertook to rebuild and fortify them 
according to the method then in use : and at the 

; op-ilutel• same time he extended * the limits of the city to 
.',9. the 

I  

* Though I have elsewhere made use of this expression to, 
render what the Romans called ponurrium proliTre, there was 

110 

however a difference in this, but which is not ea.,ily under- , 
afoot]. 	The p<murrium was a certain space consecrated by the; 
augurs within and without the walls of the ...;.!v ; 	and the;  
extending of that space  WIN  n privilege and honor.- reserved  i 
to those who had extended the empire by conquest. The want 
of room for an increased number of citizens was a suflicient,1 „ reason for enlarging the extent of the city. 	But Aurelian did' 
not then extend the  ponur rium. 	This last NV:I 4  the work or, 
a latter time : and I know not well what right he had to do 
it, as I cannot find that 	he 	ever added 	any com.try 	to the,j 
dominion of the liontans. 	So 	far 	from it, that he *bun.' 
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the circumference of fifty miles. 	Though he did 
not live to complete this great work, which his 
successor Probus finished, it nevertheless bore his 
name, and is marked accordingly in M. d'An. 
\ilk's plan of Rome prefixed to M. Rollin's Ro-
man History. 

But these were not Aurelian's principal cares.Heund 
ills great object, after having secured 	Italy by 

 t:..a
kezh

ai
e
nst  

the defeat of the barbarians, was to re-unite to zenobia. 
the empire all the vast territories which had been Ittg°1°„1.  
dismembered from it through the negligence and l'op. Aur. 

indolence 	of 	Gallienus. 	Tetricus, who 	liekl*2.  4-  z". 
Gaul, did not seem to be at all enterprizing, and 
herelore the war against him might be deferred 
ithout fear or danger. 	Zenobia, an active prin. 
ess, ardent, and ambitious, after having added 
gyr to the dominions which Odenatus posses-. 
eel, extended her pretensions and her arms to 
lithynia. 	Aurelian judged it most adviseable to 
egin with her, and to re-conquer the countries 

iver which she reigned in despight of the Romans. 
t may not be improper here to give home ac-
(mint of this heroine, whose humiliation and &-
eat was Aurelian's greatest glory. 

Zenobia called lierselfa descendant of the kings Trcb, Tr  . • 

Of Egypt, and decorated her pedigree with the 7'71r. 30.  
1 ames of the Ptolomy's and Cleopatra's from 
whom she pretended to derive her origin. She had 
ll the graces of her sex, beauty and regularity of 
eatures, line eyes, and teeth as white as pearls; 

only the heat of the climate where she was born, 
Ii ul given her a somewhat brown complection. 
'With the•embellishments of her sex, she likewise 
possessed its !bibles, the love of dress, of money, 
Mnd of slim. 	Her court resembled that of the 
kings of Persia, and, like them, she made her sub- 
ects worship her. 	11cr chastity, which was such 

2 	 that 

Ahmed ;di Trikian. 	Dacia, al we shall soon hove cwca-ion in 
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that she declined even the lawful use of marriage 
fbr any other than the immediate end ordained by 

	

6. Tr' 	the Creator, deserves great praise. 	She had se- 
2 

op.
7, 2e• veral children by her husband Odenatus, three of 

	

:':6. 	whom are known in history : Herennianus, Timo- 
laus, and Vaballat10. Their mother certainly had 
her reasons for giving these three princes names 
borrowed from three different languages ; the first 
Latin, the second Greek, and the third Syrian or 
Arabic. 

	

). Tr. 	By the qualities of the heart and mind, Zenobia 

	

:3°- 	was raised above her sex. 	She had all the virtues 
w; and all the vices ofan hero: ambition, intrepidity, 

thirst of conquest, courage in danger, perseverance 
in labour,extensive vicws,(lignity and authorityof 

. 	command. 	She always spoke in high terms of 
1)ido, Semiramis, and Cleopatra, and resembled 
them by her talents. 	Her dress was a mixture of 
feminine luxury and military grandeur. From the 
time of Odenatus's death, she wore, with the dia-
dem, an imperial coat of mail, richly adorned with 
jewels. She harangued her soldiers, with a helmet 
on her head, and her arm naked. 	Accustomed, 
like her husband, to the fatigues of hunting, she 
was a stranger to all personal indulgence andaffec- 
fed delicacy. 	When she went in a carriage, the 
plainest and roughest was that which pleased her 
most: but she generally rode on horseback. Some-
times she walked, even journics of several miles. 
Though she was very sober, yet, as the necessity of 
ter atliiirs required her being often in the company 
I men, she drank as they did ; and even in her 
rand entertainments she kept pace witW,er gener- 

al,.. 

4,  M Vaillant, in the Memoirs of the Academy of Inscription: 
and Belles Lettres, Vol. II. undertakes to prove that Vaballath 
was not thr+ son of Zenobia, but the grandson of ()doming by 
Herod. 	I hay'. flAlowed the comnion opinimi. 	In fact4 con- 
cerning winch so few monuments remain, it ii very 	difficult 
to determine with absolute certainty. 
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als and the Persian and Armenian lords. Skilibl in 
the art of governing, she knew how to blend 
rigour and indulgence, according to the merits 
and exigency of the case ; 	and notwithstandio4 
her natural inclination to accumulate, she spared 
no cost when money was necessary lit' the cxeett- 
tionof her designs. 	 nv,..4,, 

'Phis princess loved learning, and even cultivated "°. 
it herself. 	She had with her the celebrated Longi-
nus, who instructed her in the knowledge of the TrY.'. 
Greeks. 	Besides her mother-tongue, which was 
the Syrian, she spoke the Egyptian language per-
fectly, was well acquainted with the Greek, and 
understoodthe Latin, though, not being sufficient-
ly mistress of it to speak it with case, she never 
used it. 	But she made her sons, whom she treat-
ed o.. the footing of Roman emperors, always 
speak Latin,that being the language of the empire. 
She studied history, which is the school of princes; 
iarticularly that of her own country, and of the 
'tolomy's, whom she reckoned smog;..); her mice:3- 
.  rs : and that her ideas of it might In' the more 
omplete and permanent, she hers,:lf wrote an 

ridgment of history. 	She read 11, • 1Zonnut his- 
Cy in the Greek authors who have writton it. 	s.,. 	.,7,„ 
Zcnobia is thought to have lu 	 a great share in f',,  Lit. ,!/' 
e brilliant exploits by which a cnatus humbled r;  ,, ;i4 FI:14% 

)c pride of Sapor. 	Rut she is highly criminal, if 
be true, as there seems to be hut too much rca-
n to suspect, that she turned against her son-in-
w, and even  against her husband, that intrepid 
oldness which did her so much honour when this- 
hayed "gainst armed enemies. 	After the death' 
I Odenat us, she took poisession Of the plenitude 

of power under the name of her son , each of 
horn she decorated with the title of Augustus; 

Fin  d by the death of Alivonitts, Nvho had hoped to 
reap the spoils of his prince whom he assassinated, 
ind who enjoyed the fruit of his crime but for a 
cry short time, she found herself' sole queen and 

• 
empre,s 
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Trcb. 	empress of the east. 	Gallienus's feeble efforts to tall. disturb her, were easily defeated. 	Under Claudi- 

us, she did more : for she enlarged her domi-
nions : and whilst that prince, sufficiently employ-;  
cd in stemming the torrent of the Goths, kept 
peace with her, that he might not have too many 
enemies upon his hands at once ; she took advan-
tage of the opportunity, and conquered Egypt. 

This acquisition was not made without difficul- 
ties and battles. 	Zenobia had secured a party in 
that country, by the means of Timagenes, an E-
gyptian, who was in her service ; and to back it, 
she sent thither her general Zabdas at the head of 
seventy thousand Palmyrenes and Syrians. 	The 
greater part of the Egyptian nation had, however, 
not been gained over by Timagenes. 	On the con- 

- 	trary, we find that the old hatred of the Egyptians 
against the Syrians revived on this occasion, and 
that they met Zabdas with an army of fifty thou- 
sand men. 	A battle was fought : the Egyptians 
were conquered : and Zabdas, thinking the work 
done, left only five thousand men in the country, 
and returned with the rest of his forces. 

Just at this time Probus, or rather Probatus, was 
chasing the ships of the Goths at sea, in conse- 
quence of the or 	rs he had received from Claudi- 
us : bqlearnint,Mie revolution in Egypt, he re-
paired immediately thither, and, re-animating the 
courage of the congelered nation, which suffered 
mpatiently the yoke of the Pahnyrenes, (for by 
hat name we shall call, as the ancient authors do, 
11 those that obeyed Zenobia) he easily delivered 
hat country f'rom the five thousand in-cyl which 

Zabdas had left there, and Egypt returned with 
joy to its allegiance to the Roman emperor. 

This advantage was of short duration. The Pal-
myrenes returned to the charge, and, though de-
feated at first in a great battle, at last regained an 
entire superiority: for the conquerors having pos- 

sessed 

   
  



BOOK XXVII.] 	AURELIAN. 

sessed themselves of a mountain nelr Babylon, a 
city * within a small distance of the Nile, in hopes 
of cutting off the retreat of the Palmyrenes ; Ti-
magenes, who was born in that country and knew 
it extremely well, found means, by private roads 
with which he was acquainted, to gain the summit 
of the hill, from whence fallino•

r' 
 suddenly upon the 

enemies, he entirely defeated them. 	Probattis 
was taken prisoner, and killed himself out of de- 
spair. 	Egypt. then destitute of forces and of a 
chief; remained obedient to Zenobia, who reign-
ed over it in peace. 

Whilst her arms prospered in Egypt, all the na- 7,,,.7,.  rr  
tions bordering upon Pahnyra were awed by her  Tyr.: 
authority, and the terror of her name. 	The Sa-
racens, the Arabs, and the _Armenians respected 
her, and did not dare to stir. 	, 

This ambitious queen seems even to have 
formed the design of subjecting the whole Roman 
empire to her power, and, like Cleopatra, who:e 
descendant she called herself; to have entertained 
thoughts of dictating her laws in the capitol. 	It. 
was doubtless in this view that she endeavoured 
to make an alliance 	with 	Victoi in, whose influ- 
ence was very great in Gaul, in order to attack 
Rome on both sides at once, on the cast and on 
the west. 	This plan miscarrying, either by the 
death of Victoria, or by some other accident, Ze-
nobia still kept up her pretensions; and towards 
the latter end of the ieign of Claudius, and in t 
beginning of that of Aurelian, she gained grow'  
in Asia Minor. 	Cappadocia, and even 	1;ithyt, 
had a l . eady acknowledged her sovereignty, at 
the passage is very short from thence to Europe. 

It was time that Aurelian should qop her pro- Anrciiini 
gross; which he made it his first carts to do, us soon V:41 "in,i4  as he had secured the tranquillity of the west. 	1 n wren, 	• 

the 
it wns situated above the place where that river, diN iding 

into two branches, forms the Delta. 	A ruitictl part of old Cai-
ro atilt retaining the name of Babylon. 
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gains Rye- the second year of his reign, he set out from Rome 1 
rai advan. • II  to march against Zenobia, taking his rout through i tagou  n 	-  
lyricurn 	Illyrieum, and rooting out the latent seeds of dis- 
Thrace. 	cord wherever he passed. In Dalmatia, he destroy-
yop. Asir. ed the usurper * Septimius, who had caused him- 
v• 
rid. Epit. self to be proclaimed Augustus by the soldiers un-  : 

der his command, and whom those very soldiers, 
either intimidated or bribed by Aurelian, killed 
within a few days. 	Advancing into Illyricum, he 
defeated several parties of barbarians, and after-
wards passed the Danube to encounter Cannabas 
or Cannabald, king of the Goths, whom he con-
quered, and killed in battle, with five thousand of 
his men. 	He likewise gained sonic advantages in  . 
Thrace over other barbarians who ravaged that 
country; andin this mannerhearrivedatByzantium. 

re r,,,,„ 	.As soon as he had crossed the Streights, Bithy- 
over into 	nia submitted without resisting. 	Ancyra, the me- Amin. Th,, dt, orry.tflPpOliS Or Galatia, likewise opened her gates to 
anaiAgiven  him. 	Tyana stopped him in Cappadocia ; which 
tip to hire 	4. 	. 
he  12Lach- 'hi ew him into such a passion, that lie swore he 
<!.v 	would not leave a dor,  alive in the city : that was 1 
j
i.
.7. 
,;. 
	 dog  
6 z"' his expression. 	Accordingly he prepared 	0 be-  I I 

siege it. 	But one of its inhabitants, whose name! 
was I leraclammon, thinking it madness to pretend1 
to hold out against an imperial army commanded  , 
by the !mince in person, and fearing to be enve-1 
loped in the disaster of his  country,  chose rather 
to rare himself, as lie hoped, by betraying it. 	He 
let A urtlian into the city, and at once put him itt 
possession of it. 

ii , pul 4 	Aurelian behaved on this occasion like a great] 
th, intilor  prince, (loin!,  just ice, and at the same time sl'.,swing I 
Ir. ,„o. 	mercy. 	Ileraelaminon's treason, though tisefid tol &J.,  , 	 ,, , 

ir nu, ;Jill:dd. him, did not appear the less odious : 	and being  
t"'"'.• 	sensible that lie could never trust the man who hall 

betrayed his cm n country, he made him suffer the 
just 

* Tins &Tannins may pos,ibly be the Eptimius whom Zusi-
'nun mentions ae one of the senatora that Aurelian put to death. 
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just punishment of his crime, by ordering some of 
his soldiers to kill him privately. 	Careful, how-
ever, not to exceed the bounds of a just severity, 
and to avoid even the suspicion of avarice, he spa-
red the children of a guilty lather, and gave them 
their parent's estate, which was very considerable. 

It was a great cotrilbrt to the unfortunate Tyan i-
airs to be revenged of the traitor by the hand of 
their conqueror : besides which, they themselves 
experienced the clemency of Aurelian, whom the 
unexpected facility of the conquest had probably 
soothed. 	Heraclammon was the only one among 
them that perished. 	No other lost either life or 
.,rorttine. 	The Roman soldiers, remembering the 
expression which had escaped their emperor, de-
sired. leave to plunder the city and massacre all 
its inhabitants. 	" That, said Aurelian, is not what 
46  I swore. 	Go, kill all the dogs." 	By this fa- 
vourable construction he mercifully eluded the 
apparent meaning of his rash vow ; and the Ro-
man troops were so strictly disciplined under him, 
that they obeyed without murmuring, though dis-
appointed in their hopes of a rich booty. 

The historian otthii emperor int minces here the Pretended 
marvellous. 	Ile ascribes Aurelian's mildness to-21 
wards the people of Tyana to an apparition of them 
philosopher Apollonins, who, interesting himself" 
in behalf of his country, appeared to the emperor 
in a dream, and speaking to him, not in Greek, 
though that was his mother tongue, but in Latin, 
to he the better understood bv him to whom ho 
spoke, repeated thrice these wards :  44  Aurelian ! 

If you v iiilil conquer, spare my fellow-citizen." 
' 	 he author of this 	story believed all the fables 

at have been related concerning Apollonius: . 
d it. cost him no great trouble to add this to so . 

'I 

any others. 	 An iinprot 
Imblv ctr- 

Tile smile writer, in the detail he gives us of theetmn 
inner in which the city was taken, introduces aZni",t0e,',I;i„g  Circumstance, which, though not of the same kind  the taking I 	 ..if  
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as the miraculous dream of which I have been 
speaking, will find little more credit with judicious 
readers. 	He says, that the traitor pointed out to 
Aurelian a place where he could easily climb up to 
the top of the wall : that he accordingly did climb 
up in his purple coat of mail ; and sheaving him-
self from thence both to the besieged and the be-
siegers, filled the city with terror, and his own 
people with joy, and by that means became mas- 
ter of the place. 	Can any one believe that a ge- 
neral, and an 	emperor, should 	thus wantonly 
expose himself for what the lowest officer in his 
army could have done full as well ? 

Zettobia is 
at Antioch. 
A battle 

Zcnobia, either less quick in her motions than 
Aurelian, or unwilling to remove too far from the 

between the horse 
near the 

center of her dominions, waited for the enemy at 
the entrance of Syria, where she had assembled 

foam or 
imuia, zo.,.,s. 

great forces. 	Antioch was her place of arms: and 
when she knew that the Roman emperor was 

("rg. marched thither, she sent against him her general 
IIC. 

Zabdas at the head of a powerad army. 	A great 
battle was fintght by the horse of each side near 
Imma!, a town of Syria, at some distance from 
Antioch. 	Aurelian feared the heavy-armed ca. 

z... valry of the orient als, though they had never seem- 
1 cd formidable to any but the ancient Romans ; 

and to'conqucr them, he had recourse to a strata- 
ciii. 	lie ordered his horse to fly before that of 
I( enemy, until such time as 	lie latter should be 

alignRed and exhausted by the pursuit, and then 
o lace about and charge them. 	This artifice, SO 
(mime!' in war, succeeded. 	The P:dmyrenes ra- 
crly piii tied the Romans, whose flight ;"as only 

ii.igned : 	and when 	these 	last 	perceived 	that 
their adversaries were quite spent, overcome with 
heat, and scarce able to bear the weight ()I their 
arms, they turned upon them, attacked them vi- 

- gorously, put them in disorder, felled them to the 

1

.' ground, and trampled to death under the feet of 
their horscs  even more  than they killed with the 

sword, 
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sword. In this battle an officer called Pornpelanus,Zus.Ch 
and surnamed francrh, the Frank, distinguished 
himself greatly. 	This surname seems to indicate 
that he was a Frank by origin, thoti,wh his name 
is Roman. 

'/abdas, having thus lost that part of his forcesZen 
in which he confided most, retreated towards An- lAik, stil:71,Int. 
tioch : 	and in order to gain admittance into thatEuithi.• 
city, which he doubted whether the inhabitants 
would otherwise grant him, he caused it to be 
reported upon the road, that he was conqueror, 
and had taken the Roman emperor prisoner. 	I-Ic 
carried with him in fact, as captive, in the middle 
of his troops, a man decorated with the imperial 
ornaments, and not unlike Aurelian in shape auc1 
age. 	lie entered 	Antioch under favour of this 
deceit : and having intOrmed Zenobia of what had 
happened, they both left the cit.v in the night, 
taking with them all the Palmyrene t mops, and 
made the best of their way to 	Einesa, flier,: to 
prepare to sustain a new attark. 

, \ urclian, 	who 	did 	not 	expect 	Zabdas's re- Aurai  
treat, marched ow of his camp the day an cr this trca.. the 
engagement of the horse ; ill order to conn7 to a„A„I.:1 ,it,i- 
general battle. 	But finding that  his eneinie,  werecLuwavy. 
gone, he pursued them, and arrived at Antic-h, 
from whence the fear of his severity had driven 
a...av great Fart of 	its inhabitants. 	Their alarlu 
was  oToundle--; ; fol Aurctian immediately (kart 
cd trait he looked upon what, they  had done, 
etreet of necessity, and not of any ill-will towar 
him or the empire : and in eonsegnenee of thi 
he ordered proehmation to be made in all 11 
neighl,ouring 	(II ie.:, 	Ivsuring 	the fugitives 	tha 
they might  return With perfect sarcty. 	Thry  did 
so; and Ainioch was soon re-peopled. 

When ,,enobia fled from Antioch, she Jell a hody2;:4,..11  
of troop.; upon an eminence which conimanded,,kca, 
the funolr, nttimibs called Daphne. 	per design71 ,V•Ar ; 
probably. w ars to stop Aurelian's pup III I. nut iI._s_he25,& 
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could have time to look about her, and be ready 
to give him a proper reception. 	In effect, Aure- 
lian was obliged to fight these troops before he. 
could dislodge them from their advantageous and 
important post: after which, continuing his march 
towards Emesa, he made himself master of Apa-
misea, Larissa, and Arethusa, which lay in his way, 
and which voluntarily opened their gates to him. 

Battle.nar Upon his arrival near Emesa, he found the Pal- 
that city. myrcnc army consisting of seventy thousand men, A
raunraciiniT waiting for him under the walls of that city. 	We 
conquuror. arc not told the number of Aurelian's troops : but 
rziicui,,,:iii

,i,ar. 
i  n all probability they at least equalled, if they did 

arc up in not surpass, those of Zenobia ; 	and great part 
Ph'"' of them consisted of Europeans inured to war by 

their several ircquent engagements with the bar-
barians of the north. 	Others of them were Asia- 
tics, among whom Zosimus mentions the soldiers 
of Palestine, who, besides ,,the usual armour of 
otiw,  troops, had great clubs and poles, of which 
they made admirable use in the time of action. 

The two armies were not long in presence of 
each other before they engaged, and the victory 
was obstinately disputed. 	The Palmyrene caval- 
ry gained a complete advantage over that of the 
Romans. 	It was, more numerous : and the Ro- 
mans having made a movement in order to ex-
tend their front, to prevent being surrounded, 
the enemy's horse, which attacked them at that 
very instant, easily broke their disordered ranks, 
and put them to flight. 	But at the same time, 
they made the rest of their army lose the fruit 
of this happy beginning, by amusing the7,,iselves 
with pursuing the fugitives. 	The Roman infan- 
try, whose strength was invincible, seeing that 
of the Orientals deprived of the assistance of its 
horse, advanced against it, and put it in disor- 
der. 	Then it was that the troops of Palestine 
did excellent service, by knocking down 	with 
their heavy clubs, men covered with iron, Nrlioin 

swords 
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swords and darts could not easily pierce. 	The 
cavalry of the Romans, reanimated by the courage 
and success of their infantry, rallied and ibrmed a-
new, and Aurelian gained a decisive victory. The 
Paimp-cues left the field of battle strewed with 
their (lead : and such of them as escaped took 
shelter in Emesa. 	Zenobia having collected to- 
gether the shattered remains of her army, held a 
council to consult what was best to be done. She 
could not depend upon the affection of the people 
of Emesa, who were all Romans in their hearts 
and inclinations; and a speedy remedy was requi-
site to guard against farther danger from Aure-
lian, who was not of a temper to leave his victory 
imperfect. 	She therefore determined to remove 
farther, and shut herself up in Palmyra, her capi-
tal, a strong city, well provided, and able to bear 
a long siege, during which she hoped to find fresh 
resources, and to retrieve her fortune by (lint of 
perseverance. 

The battle of Emesa is so great an event, that Pretended 
the account of it could not tail to be established ',"1 ale y1111 	iuc  I. with somewhat of the marvellous. 	Vopiscus re-the  
fates, that in the 	beginning of the action, whilstetj

t.
cib

,
:iito

e
c

i
ie  the cavalry gave way and quitted the fight, a di-

vinity, of august form, far above the condition ofhwykirn 
mortals, was seen to exhort the infantry to ad- cr "" 
vance and attack the enemy. 	The same writer 
adds, that Aurelian, after the victory, entering 
Emesa, where he was received with joy, and think-
ing it incumbent on him to repair directly to the 
temple of the god Elagabal, to pay to him the du-
i ies of religion, immediately knew again, in the 
thrm ..nder which that god was worshipped, the 
divine object which had been so serviceable to 
him in the battle. 	It is not an easy matter to 
conceive the possibility of this resemblance : 	lin• 
the divine object, as it is called, which exhorted 
the Roman soldiers to fight, doubtless appeared in 
a human shape; and the god Elagabal was a stink! 

of 
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trifling distinctions. He says that Aurelian, struck 
with this wonderful resemblance, instantly found 

I: 	

of conic form. 	But Vopiscus does not mind such 

that he owed his victory to the protection of this 
god, and that in consequence thereof he adorne 
the temple of Emesa with rich offerings, and after.: 
.wards built a magnificent temple to the sun, which 

101 	
was the same as Elagabal, in Rome. 	It is true that 
Aurelian signalized his superstitious piety towards 
the sun in every shape. 	But, as we observed be- 

lie had imbibed in his infancy a veneration  for 
fore,

hat planet, of which his mother was priestess: 
Yop. AN,  and a speech of his, made in the time of Valerian, 
ila . 	slims us how faithfidly he had preserved those 

first impressions by which he had been taught to, 
look upon the sun * as the sure and visible god. 

Anrdiun 	Aurelian immediately pursued Zenobia. 	In 114 
pursues her 
soul arrives march from Emesa to Palmyra he was harassed by 
before Pal-the Arabs, who, robbers by profession, accustome 
Fop 1"Yra.q. 	to live by plunder, and quick as lightning in thei . 2 

i 	attacks and retreats, followed then the very same 
trade as they do now. 	Such enemies, thougl 
very troublesome, were not able to obstruct Aure 

1111 lian's progress. 	He arrived before Palmyra, an 
prepared to besiege it, in order to end the wa 
by the reduction of that place. 	, 

Great hi- 	The city of Palmyra, very famous in antiquity. 
01P to 	

of and of *hich some magnificent ruins still remains  the-
e  

irous city. was fblinded by Solomon, according to the testi 
mony of Josephus, who assures us that the cit 
called Thadmor in the original text of the Scrip 
tures, is the same with Palmyra. 	Its situation ren 

ere(' it strong and important, being in the middle-. 
,  

11 

f a fertile track of land, well watered with' .cxt,s:l-
ent springs, and entirely surrounded by arid and 

 

uncultivated desalts : so that, to use Pliny's ex- 
i. 	, 	"pression t, it was in a manner separated by nature 

	

. 	. 	• * Dii facial), & Dciis Ccrtus Si,S4 &c. 
	l 

t Vcitit terris exemrta it rerum natura. 	Plin. V, 25. 
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.  from the rest of the world. 	Thus placed between 
two great empires, that of the Parthians, and at:
terwards of the Persians on the cast, and that of 

,  the Romans on the west, it preserved itself, mere.6 
i  ly through the excellence of its situation, inde,-

pendant of both ; was always courted by them 
i'  when they quarrelled or went to war,and had 

never been reduced by either. 	Under Odenatus 
and Zenobia it rose to its highest pitch of gran- 

k 
deur, and became the capital of a vast empire. 

. 	Zenobia took care not only to make it a rich zenobh 
city, but to provide it well with all necessariesfor Iclu

ardeta
tokpen 

'  war. This is attested by Aurelian, in a letter which vide it 
'  he wrote whilst he was besieging it. " One would VI' 
" hardly believe, says that prince, what quantities 

.  " of arrows, darts, and stones for annoying an cue. 
“ my, there are in Palmyra. 	Every part of its 
" walls is defended with three or four engines for 

i  '' hurling those stones, whilst others throw out 
" fire : 	in short, no kind of military stores is 
" wanting in the place, than which none ever 
" was better prepared to make a long and vigo-

r  " rous resistance. '  
Aurelian, foreseeing how difficult it, would be to Aureuaws 

.:,  take Palmyra by force, resolved to try the gentlerlette" (), 
means of negotiation. 	He probably  • flattered to induce 

h

1

e  ''  himself that his presence in the country, backed ren 
to sur-
der.  by a victorious army, might have damped Zeno-

bia's courage, and disposed her to prefer the assu-
rance of a mild and favourable treatment to the 
hazards of war. 	Upon this supposition, he sent 
her a letter couched in the following terms: 

i " Aurelian, emperor, and restorer of the Roman 
i'  " powr in the cast, to Zenobia and all that are 

" engaged in her cause. 	You ought to have 
,1,  " taken of your own accord the step which I now 

,, order by this letter. 	I command you to surren- 
" der yourselves to me, upon my promising, as I 
" am graciously pleased to do, that I will permit 
" you to live. 	You, Zenobia, in particular, shall 

“ spend 
iii 
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1, spend your lift.: quietly in the place where I will 
‘, settle you with the advice of the senate. 	You 
`4 shall deliver up to the Roman people all your 
c,  jewels, gold, 	silver, 	silk, horses, and 	camels. 
c,  I will continue the Palmyrenes in all the rights 
". they have hitherto enjoyed." 

Zambia's This letter had not the effect which Aurelian 
rtmolute 
IsILSW Cr. expected. 	Zenobia was too resolute to think of 

a voluntary degradation : and accordingly she 
replied in a stile as haughty as that in which she 
'was addressed. 

The following was her answer: "Zenobia, queen 
" of the cast, to Aurelian Augustus. 	Never did 
" any one demand by letter, what you require. It 
" is by the strength of arms that wars are ended. 
" You would have me surrender, as if you did not 
" know that Cleopatra, formerly, preferred death 
" to servitude, even though attended with the 
" greatest mitigations. 	We expect immediate 
" assistance from the Persians : the Saracens and 
" the Armenians arc for us. 	A few Arabian rob- 
" hers have defeated your army, Aurelian. 	What 
" then will be the case when the forces of our 
" allies shall 	have joined u.s ? 	You 	will 	surely 
" then lay aside that haughtiness with which you 
" command me to submit, as if you was already 
" conqueror." 

51, ,,i,,,,.. Zenobia's answer leaving no hopes of a voluntary 
•741,..Yr.L 

, 4- 1  1:: 4  
submission ; 	Aurelian, determined to force her, 
(Marled the siege of Pal myra, in the course of which 
lie behaved like a brave and experienced command- 
er. 	Ile took great care to have his army well sup- 
plied with all necessaries; and as he was encamped 
in a barren country, he ordered all the peop'‘.1round 
about it, that were under his obedience, to bring 
him daily plenty of provisions. 	He defeated the 
Persians who were coming to the assistance of the 
besieged; and,partly by persuasion, partly by lbree, 
made I he Saracens and A rinenians change sides and 
join him. 	He fought in person in several engage- 

ments, 
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Incas, and in one of them was wounded by an 
ar row. 

The Palmyrenes defended themselves at first 
with such advantage, that they even insulted their 
besiegers, ironically advising them not to attempt 
impossibilities. 	One of them attacking the em- 
peror with abusive words, was justly punished tin.' 
his daring insolence : for whilst he was indulging 
himself in 	impertinent bravadoes, a Persian Ar- 
cher, who was near Aurelian, said to him : " If 
" von approve of it, my lord, I will chastizo that. 
" fellow for his impudence." 	Which Aurelian 
having agreed to, the Persian placed some of his 
comrades before him whilst he bent his bo'.v, and 
then let fly an 	arrow which instantly brought 
dow n the Palmyrene, who fell from the walls, 
dead, in the midst of the Romans. 

The siege lasted a great while, and notliing but The city is 
the want of provisions could at last get the better td.,;;.',1g,',1,:d  
of Lcnobia's resistance : though even then she dis-urprovi- 
dailled 	to SObnlit 	to 	the 	conqueror. 	'1'0 avoid,,`;r.,,,z,:: 
thi,, she resolved 	to fly to the 	territories of the imirding  
Persians, to solicit 	their assistance : 	and accord- td 11 ` to:,.i*,,,. 
ingly she mounted one of her swiftest camels, and u,..,, ii 
reached the Euphrates, which was only a  dav ,s tuk,,,. 
joinliev from Palmyra. 	Ilut Aurelian, being im-
mediately informed of her flight, sent after her a 
detachment of his horse, which overtook her just 
as she had stepped into a boat to cross the river. 
The Romans seized her, and carried her to Ilw 
emperor, who, ilium her being presented to him, 
asked her with an angry voice, how she had dared 
to insult the Roman emperors. 	Iles' answer was 
flal1'1'.1,z, but neither mean 	nor timid. 	" I ac-,;hek  3rj 
s,  know ledge you for iperor, said she to him ; 	'ir.  m 	

• 

., pat W  h o know how to conquer : bit Gallienus, 
" and others like him, 'never seemed to use wor- 
" th•y of that mune.' 	 T i, 1'ia- 

1,,,,11,,, 
According to Zosiniw, the Palmy' encs did not  "1"aer. 

	

al l agree to surrender their cit\ 	to Aurelian c‘entr1:1:an 
l or.. 	1X. 	 11 	• 	 a  f le r Iii.auw,uly, 
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after he had taken Zenobia. 	But it is more proba- 
ble that she, at the time of her leaving them-, had 
exhorted them to hold out until she should return 
with assistance front the Persians; and that hav-
ing lost all hopes by her being made prisoner, 
they embraced the only remaining remedy, and 
implored the mercy of the conqueror. 	Aurelian, 
moved by their prayers, granted them life and li-
berty, and contented himself with stripping them 
of their riches. 

Thus master of Palmyra, and thinking his au. 
Aurelian 	thority sufficiently established in it, Aurelian re- grants Ze- 
!whin and turned to limesa, and there ordered Zenobia and 
h"r°°n 	her adherents to be tried by a court, at which he 1:nit:nail  
I 	it live,. himselt'presided. 	The Iloman soldiers demanded 
' PP-1" r' her death : and if we believe Zosimus, she pur- au, 4.  A.,.. 

chased her life by meanly laying  all the blame of 
the watt upon her counsdllors and ministers. 	For 
my part, 1 rather prefer Vopiscus's account ac-
cording to which this princess owed her life to 
the generosity of Aurelian, who thought it would 

Tut,  7.,  . 
Tyr.  so. 	be an inglorious action to put to death a woman 

who was become his captive. 	He likewise judged 
. 	that the Roman empire was under an obligation 

to '/.cnobia, whose courage and good conduct had 
preserved the provinces of the cast from being at- 
tacked by the Persians. 	And lastly, his vanity 
was flattered with the thought of having his tri-
umph graced by the presence of so illustrious a 
prisoner : for he valued 	himself' much upon his 
victory, and was highly offended at sonic who said 
that, the conquering of a woman was no great ex- 
ploit. 	Such a woman as Zcnobia justly seemed 

rqhk z-"to 	him preferable 	to many men. 	11c t!•rn-efOre r thin. 
spared the lite of this princess, and extended the 
same mercy to her third son Vaball .th. 	As to 
the two others, 	I lerenniamis and Timola.'s, au- 
thors (filler greatly cmiccrning them. 	some, con- 
trary to all probability, say lift),  were pit to death. 
by Aurelian ; and others, that they died a natu- 

ral 
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rail death ; whilst others again pretended that they 
were led in triumph with their mother. 	All we 
know of them with any certainty, is that they had 
reigned with their mother, and that TimoLuis was 
a great proficient for his age in the 	Latin elo- 
quence. 	In 	other respects they are but little 
known, and Vaballath is the only one of Zeno-
bia's sons of whom antiquity makes any mention 
after Aurelian's triumph.  

, 
' 

The principal persons of Zenobia's court, and Her mini- . 

particularly those to whom the first undertaking  
i

e

u

r

i..: 
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al

i

l

i

d
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 1 

of the war was imputed, or who had assisted in.-0 put to ' 

carrying it on, were not treated with the same in- iv
ivi

.s
,.. 

Lo,. 
 

dulgenec as their queen. 	Aurelian ordered them 
either to be put to death directly, or to be kept 
until he crossed the Thracian Bosphorus, and then 
to be drowned in the sea. 

' 

Among those who perished at Emesa, was the me  
celebrated Longinus, whose death reflects shameomouki- 
on him that ordered it. 	He excelled in rhetoric' 
and philosophy, and we still have in his well known 	• 
treatise of the sublime, an 	iiikbsputable proof of 
his superior merit. 	His crime was that he had 
drawn up the letter which Zenobia sent in answer 
to Aurelian's command to her to surrender. 	Can 
Longinus be deemed guilty for having entered 
into the spirit of the queen whose secretary he 
was ? He suffered death with great fortitude, even 
endeavouring himself to comfort those whom his 
melancholy fate filled with pity and indignation. 

'Whilst Aurelian made war upon Zenobia in the Eryt  rel.. east, 	his 	lieutenant 	Probus 	reconquered 	Egypt:',',',?.?.:,11.,,,. 
from her. 	This general, who afterwards becamei.T.  r''' 
'  nip er 0  . , had triumphed over all the elliwis  of the 9.  

lmyrenes, who had fought bravely to defend 
it conquest, but had not been able to resist the 
crior force and merit of their enemy. 	Alive- 

11,  having thus re-united to th, R unman empire 
2 	 al 
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all that Zenobia had disinembred from it, set out 
rawl. Olt Iiii return.  to Europe. 
rhea

g 	lle had crossed the Bosphorus, a»d even defeat- 
rope, 	ed some parties or t arpians who were mer-rnn- 
rns the nine Thrace, when he learned that the Palmy- — 	t" 
:
o
tar
ft 

 r
o
a
r 
. 	renes had revolted. 	One .Apsatits, who had been 

v.:/t 
31 

ur. attached to Zenobia, and had escaped Aurelian's 

	

. 	
inquiries and revenge, returning to Palinvra, ex- 
h 

	

- 	ortcd its inhabitants to shake MY their yoke, and 

	

' 	was listened to. 	They- sounded Marcellinns, who 

	

' 	commanded in Mesopotamia, and endeavoured to 
prevail upon him to assume the purple. 	But he, 
faithfid to his prince, put them off from time to 

1-  time, whilst he informed Aurelian of what WaS 
passing ; until at last, growing weary of his de-
lays, they massacred the 'Ionian garrison that was 

111 
	 in their city, with its commander Sandarion, and 

proclaimed emperor a relation of Zenobia, who is 
called Acliilleus by Vopiscus, and Antiochus by 

iturns
Zositulttt.  

Aurelian, always ready, turned back immedi-
th.,.. , 	• 	ately upon the receipt of this news, and arrived f. giveS 
;city upat Antioch befbre the Palmyrenes heard of his 

' 111"- having left Europe. 	Astonished at this amazing ro4. 
dispatch, they opened their gates to him without 
attempting to resist. 	But this forced submission 
did nut save them from the rigorous chastisement. 
which Aurelian thought justly due to their rebel- 
lion. 	The city was delivered up to the fitry of the 
soldiers, who plundered and sacked it, and shed 
torrents of blood, without respecting either sex or 

I  the  elid of which Aurelian, at last satisfied, or- 
!(.red 	leis 	 c is troop,  to 	ease their rage against the de- 

1ilorable  remain: of a late most flourishing. peoplc 
• I lie usurper of the purple seemed 	to 	him too 

11 

	 oge. 	This dreadful execution lasted several days: 

wean 	an 	ohject to 	be 	deprived 	of life : 	not 
Mould 	lie " destroy 	the 	building of the 	city 

for 
• y,pi ,cii.  and 	1.04imus 	say that 	Aurelian 	(leo r(,)  0.1 	Pal  . 

u  o I.  I. 	.14‘t ,), orclia)6 own letter, quoted by Vopi•ictl. llho,ulf, 
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-for the fitult of their wretched inhabitants : so far 
from it, that he ordered the temple of the sun, 
which the greedy soldiers had robbed of its orna. 
meats and riche.;, to he restored 	to its former 
magnificoncc and ,plendonr. Palmyra then was no 
destroyed : inn it suffered greatly, and did not re-
cover from this severe disaster until a long time 
after. 	It remained in a state of ruin and desola-. 
lion, until 	3w:finial, repaired and 	fortified 	it 	a-P"'"1"' "E.IV: 1. 11. 
11CW , to make it a harrier against the 	incursions 
or the ;avaeens. 

A nrelilm, after having punished Palmyra, 	had ate 
.1..rypt again 1.0 mince, w hich had revolted at 1 he i"t j  . 
same time. 'lite author oft his rebellion was Fi rir us, ,kstrys 

an old friend 4nd ally of Zenobia, who, seeing the wrii,":17 
power of that queen destroyed, had taken advan- assumed 
tage of the conqueror's absence, and of the fickle- ii e.e.reP."rPh.  
mess of the Alexandrians, ever fond of novelty, to nip...4, 
get himself proclaimed Augustus. 	His riches fa-3z0',17.'" 
editated the success of his enterprize. Great part 
of the paper * manufactures of Egypt belonged 
to him, and he traded by sea to India, and received 
from each of these branches a vast income. 	His 

allies 

mentions particularly that the city subsisted after the massacre 
of its inhabitants. 

* According,. to Vopisens. he used to say, that he could feed 
an army with his paper and paste : by which AI. de Tillemom 
understands the profit which those two commodities brought 
him in. 	Casaubon and Salmasius, in their notes upon Vopis- 
ens, thinking it incredible that he should have such immensv 
riches, put another construction upon these words of limns. 
As both the juices of the plant  pa INT us, and roPty Ill uk of 
floor, Might alftird it sort of nourishment, they suppose that Fir-
mos meant, that he could gather as much of the papyrus, and 
make as much paste, as would sub,ist an army that should feed 
upon tlicin in kind. 	But the juice of the  papyrus, and Fir- 
inus's paste, would hav^ been poor food indeed. 	The reader 
will perceive by this why I have not mentioned [trunk's say-
ing in my text, but have 111.4T M!  it here, that he arty not be 
tlepri‘. d ut it. 
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allies were the Blemmyes '+' and the Saracens, both.F.  
warlike nations, and he himself was a man o 
parts and resolution, capable of conducting great 
affairs. Aurelian went from Mesopotamia to Egypt,' 
to fight him. 	The war was not long, nor th 
event doubtful. 	Aut elian himself speaking of i 
in an edict addressed to the Roman people, says : 
" We have put to flight the Egyptian robber, Fir- 
" mus : 	we have besieged him, taken him, and 
" made him expire on the rack." 

The last words of the fragment of this edict, 
which Vopiscus has preserved, are remarkable, 
and shew that the Romans were now absolutely! 
710 better than an idle and voluptuous people. So 
greatly had they degenerated from their pristine 
glory ! 	After acquainting them that the supplie 
of corn from Egypt, which Firmus had suppres- 
sed, would be sent regularly for the future, Aure 
Tian adds ; " I will take care t that 	Rome shall 
44  not be disturbed by any uneasiness. 	Follow 
" your diversions, your games, and your races i 
" circus. The care of the public is our business : 
" let pleasure be yours." 

it R.1024.  Firmus cannot  have reigned longer than a few 
months. Both his ambitions elevation and his I. 
happened within the course of the year of Cli 
273, which is also that in which Zenobia was 
taken prisoner, and Palmyra was sacked. 	Sur, 
prizing thing; are told of the strength of body of 
this usurper, and of the capacity of his stomach.  
tbr eating and drinking. 	Such as arc curious of 
those details, may find themin Vopiscus. 

To Aurelian's war against Firmus, or to that' 
of Probus a little before in Egypt, "MIN' be rail.- 

red 

• A people bordering upon the south frontier of Egypt. 
+ Egu eflieiam no 	ait Illiquo, 	6ollicitudo 	Itornana. 	Valente 

1-1k, vacate cireensibus. 	Nos publicte necessitates telicant, 
0$ occupcnt voluptates. 	/op. Firm. b. 
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red the destruction of Bruchium, a great quarter 
of Alexandria, which, according to AmmianusArn""Z". 
Marcellinus, was ruined under Aurelian, and re- XXII.  
mained deserted ever after. 

Ho re
i
turns Aurelian, conqueror of Palmyra and of 1,',?,i'ypt,. 

returned into the 	'Vest, to complete, 	by 	the 	re-1‘111!,',tt:c  W 	 ;,„,1  
duction of Gaul, the re-union of all the parts which re-tmito,  
had been dismembered from the empire. He sue-„G"I C"11.  
ceeded easily in this expedition, being assisted by'r 
the very person against whom lie made the \var. 	11',;ivit'atin't v 

Tetricus had reigned six years over Gaul, Spain,  snrrentler- 
and Britain ; or rather lie bore the title of empe-41 tieni,r  
ror in those provinces,without  havingmuch power. rOlih 4 flt• . 

Continually exposed to the murmurs and seditious'.,.. .,Trel' 
of troops mutinous of themselves, and rendered 2t,„y 25.  : 
still more so by one Faustinus, of whom we know  1"1"P• 
nothing fluffier, he was grown so weary of the  z 
violent agitations in which he passed his life, and 
of the dangers which surrounded him incessantly, 
that he longed to return to his first private station, 
but could not obtain even th•it satisfaction. 	Ilis 
name was necessary to the rebels, to cover their 
pretensions. 	Thus tyranized by those who called 
themselves his subjects, 	be 	implored ..1urelian's 
assistance, using in Ids letter to him on that occa-
sion this half line of Virgil,  Eripe 711C his I !wick, 
malls  : "  Invincible prince, deliver me from thes 
" evils." 	Aurelian did not want any great invf 
tation to ,go to Gaul, than which nothing could 	. 
please him more. Tetricus made a sinew ofintend-
mg to fight, and the two armies met near Clmlc 
on the Marne : but as soon as t he battle begat 
Tel 	and son went over to Aurelian, and rnt 
themselves 	in 	his 	power. 	The 	rebels, 	thon:411 
abandoned by their leader, per-,isted in their ob-
stinancy, and fought ; but \\ it  h vast disadvantage: 
for having no regular or fixed command among 
them, they were soon thrown into disorder, and 
cut in pieces or disposed, 	so that 	Aurelian re- 

mained  
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mained completely victorious. 	The fate of this 
battle determined the war. All the countries un-
der Tctricus submitted to Aurelian : and after a 
kind of schism of thirteen years, 	that is to say, 
from the usurpation of Posthumus, Gaul, Spain, 
and Britain again acknowledged the laws of Rome. 

Aw-er.Virf. 	Gaul, thus recovered by Aurelian, was also pro- 
7"T .  P"'.  tested by him against the Germans or Franks,  -, 

whom be drove beyond the Rhine. 	The inhabi- 
tants of Lyons were most severely punished 	by 	;t 
him ; but, we know not for what reason. 

Grcatnegg 	Aurelian had made the most of every moment  , 
'"'l ta,ridi-of h 	reignis 	: nor would it be easy to 	name 	any i t, 	,,f,xiat.. • 
11 .II.1 ea. 	prince that ever °id such great things in so short  } 
i'!"'". 	a time. In the na- of his accession to the throne, 

which was the noth of Christ, and the tbllowing, 
he made war ttifflfl the barbarians of the North, 
and drove the Alamanni and their allies omit or 
Italy. 	In 272, lie marched into the East, gained 
three victories over Zenohia, and besieged her in 
Palmyra. 	The year 273, is so 1411 of exploits, 
that one can hardly conceive how Aurelian could 
possibly-  perforth them all within that space. Zeno- 
Ina stopped in her flight, and brought back pri-
soner ; Palmyra taken ; the Carpians Beaten in 
Thrace ; a second revolt of' Palmyra severely pu-
nished ; Egypt re-comptered from Firnms ; and 
Gaul re-united to the empire by the * battle of 
I lialons and the surrender of Tefricns : all 	this 
Aurelian did in one year. 	Out this vast mice 
untiatunately swelled his heart 	with 	pride ; L 
too ibual attendant on great prosperity. 

II  if' MICCC44 	In the beginning of his reign 	his deportment; ',Inar him 
f ;,, irt hi., was remarkably modest ; 	such as shewed ill.,!-  he 
iir,.1 ...). 	did not forre t. ;•i t i ler  the obscurity  of his 	origin, 
at  nt V  MA 
bi„,f,li, it r.  or the mediocrity of hiq first fortune. 	Ile did not 

make; 

* Some piner Ow I,  't1 	of C1(lons limit r the year f.!17. Wet 
Mow, the rAithority of M. deTillemont. 
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make his grandeur consist in the magnificence of 4y4fAi,4,--,. 
 

his equipages ; nor did he, when emperor, dress50. 	• 
his slaves otherwise than before his elevation. 	His 
wife and daughter managed his domestic afThirs 
with all the 	regularity of a private family. 	lle 
never wore any garment made of silk ; and when 
the empress desired one day to have a robe of 
that sort, he refused it her, saying : " May * the 
" gods forbid that I should ever purchase a dress 
" which would cost its weight in gold." 	For such 
was then the enormous price of silk. 	No delica- 
cies spread their table : 	but it was plain and de- 
cent. 	The simplicity which he observed with re- 
spect to himself and his family, extended to his 
conduct towards others, and even to his regula- 
tions for the public. 	Ile gave to his friends, but 
with moderation: his intention being to set them 
above want, but not to expose them to envy by 
loading them with riches. 	He 11)0)41 all super- 
fluous ornaments in the dress of men, but allowed 
them to the weaker sex. 	As eunuchs were much 
in fashion in great families, und for that reason 
very dear, he fixed the number which each might 
have according to its rank and dignity : and he 
once had thoughts of forbidding gold to be used 
for lace or gilding, by which so much of that va-
luable metal is lost to society. 

his great successes altered this plain and just 49, 29, 30. 
‘vay of thinking. 	After he had comptered Zeno-16.  
pia and all the nations that went to her assistance, 
Persians, '1 rmenians, Saracens, his head grew gid- vb.,.  r 
dv, and he 	hewcd, says his historian, more pride 
and arrogance. 	He imitated the pomp and luxury 

F..1',.. 	r,i, 
riti,,,,. 	• 

of fin., ()victuals whom he had vanquished, grewZ•nr 
hind of magnificence in dress, and wore cloth of 
gold enriched with jewels. 	He received, as a great 
prcsent, a robe of Indian purple, thick was scut 

him 

' 	th.it 	itt ti„; - 	•  prn!cnter. 	Pp 	4.. 
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him by the kin.- of Persia, and which surpassed in 
splendour all that were made in the west. 	It was 
probably then that he assumed the diadem, un-
known befbre to any of the Roman emperors, if 
we except Caligula and Heliogabalus; the former 
of whom was dissuaded from wearing it by being 
told that he was much above the rank of kings, 
and the other never dared to put it on but in his 
own palace : whereas _Aurelian appeared in public 
with the diadem, and was represented with it. upon 
his coins. I cannot think he wore the Tiara, though 28. 

LON. dc V OpiSCUS seems to say he did. 	But it is very pro- 
miL mhi. liable that it was this prince who first introduced 
I V. 1. • into the Roman armies the custom of having fi- 

gures of dragons for their standards. 	Such were 
used among the Persian:;; and Aurelian might like.  
thPtn, not only as having a more terrifying aspect„ 
but also as being more glaring and pompous than 
those of the Roman soldiery. 	They are ofien 
mentioned in later times. 

Aurelian having abated of his first severity i 
regard to himself; likewise favoured the increase 
ofluxury among his subjects. 	lie permitted both 
the senato.s and their wives, and even the sol-
dier', to wear and use ornaments which had been 
prohibited betbre. 	But the detail of such mat- 
ters does not belong to my subject. 

This prince %vas naturally haughty: and it is not 
lobe wondered at if his victories made him more so. 
After his return to Europe, having; defeated some 
of the Carpians in Thrace, the senate decreed him 
the surname of (..'arpierts. 	But he 	rejected with 
sci i n a tit lc borrowed limn so inignificant a nation, 
V  Ii l• I he bore the much more fa mow; ones or ei„thi. 
c,ts, ,s',11 mol.cw, Parthim  K,  Paimyrenicus, Artueni- 

ens, 

• Ode would think that lurelinn should rather have been 
(MINI Perxicu.c,  as the l'arthinns liad long been stripped of their 
empire, which had passed into the hands of the Persians. 	But 

w f. 
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and Adiabenicos ; and even laughed at the se-
ate, in one of his letters to them, tbr thinking to 
onour him by the addition of so trifliwr a name. 

Is°, 

:he truth is, and it appears by his medals, that 112; Ti 
anted to be called Lord and God : a  sacrikgious 
surpation, of which 	Domitian alone, among all 
is predecessors, had set him the example. 	This 
as indisputably the height of arrogance as well as 
f impiety. 	But the Pagans were aecuitomed to 
cat their gods so familiarly, that it may perhaps 

coin still more surprising that Aurelian should so 

	

far despise and trample upon the rules of human 	- 
decency, as to lead in triumph Tetricus, a Roman, I' p. 30,31. 

. trop.:  e1,41. .a senator, a consular, whom all the,c titles ought E.iir  
to have exempted from such ignominy, and who, 
besides, had not been reduced by fOree of arms, 
but had 	h tibmitted voluntarily to him, as 	to a 
friend and deliverer. 

Aurelian was justly intitled to a triumph, and all
Aureliatet 
lrium 

the magnificence IA hick he displayed in it might 
have  !wen peoper enough, had he not been guilty 
of th...‘ 	injostiee and 	insolent 	cruelty I have .just 
mentIoned towards Tetf ieus. 	The following is 
the ,loseription 	N \Ilia 	Vopiscus gives us of this 
triumph. 

Thr 	
r ). ee royal chariots graced its splendour. 	The  	• 

first was that of alenatu,, shining with gold, sil- 
ver, a nd preflotts ston€'S. 	Another, equally superb, 
had been given to Aurelian by the king of Persia. 
The third had been made for Zenobia, who, in the 
height of her prosperity, when she flattered her-
self with thoughts of becoming mist ress Of Rome, 
intended it for her triumphant entry into that city: 
little fore•ceing that it would be her tate to ibllitv 
that very chariot, as a captive. 	Vopiscus mentions 
a fourth chariot, less magnificent, without doubt, 

than 

We shall have occasion to observe that the. Romans were not yet 
well aceo6tumet1 to distinguish between tho;e two nations, iui 
that they frequently named them one for the other 
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than any of the former, but not less singular. This 
• was the chariot of the king of the Goths, drawn by 
um'.  stags. 	Aurelian, who had taken it in battle, 
made his triumphant entry in it, according to th 
authors quoted by this historian, and upon 	it 
arrival at the capitol sacrificed the finir stags, in 
consequence of a vow he had made to that eact. 
According to Zonoras, 	Aurelian's chariot was 
drawn by four elephants. 

A great number of wild beasts brought from di,4-
tant countries, such as elephants, lions, leopards, 
tygers, elks, and camels, formed part of this pom-
pous shew ; after which marched eight hundred 
couple of gladiators, destined, probably, to fight 
at the games that were to be given afterwards. 
As to the beasts, the historian observes that Au-
relian niade presents of them, after his triumph, 
to several,  private persons, that the public might  . 
not be put to the expellee of keeping them. 

A vast train of foreigners, of all the nations of 
the 	world, 	preceded 	the triumpher's 	chariot, 
divided, so far as we can guess at the meaning 
of an author who expresses himself very badl 
into two classes, the one consisting of ambass 
dors, the other of captives. 	Before the ambassa- 
dors, who came from the Blemmyes, the Auxu- 
mites ", the inhabitants of Arabia Felix, the 	In- 
dians, time Bactrians, the Saracens, and 	the 	Per- 
sians, were carried the presents which their mas-
ters offered to the emperor. 'flue prisoners, Got hs, : 
Alans, Hoxolans, Sarmatians, Franks, Suevi, Van-
dals, Germans, marched sorrowfully, with their , 
hands tied behind them. 	Among this last divi.7iou 
were also sonic of the principal people of 1):;!ii) 
ra, -whose lives Aurelian had spared; and mumbo 
of Egyptian rebels. 	Ten women, who had lu:ei 
taken fighting among the Goths in the dress 
men, likewise made their appearance, under 

pa 
* A uxuma Was a considerable city of Ethiuri:4 
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name of Amazons : and that all these various na-
tions might be the more easily distinguished, their 
several names, written in large letters, and fixed to 
the top of pikes, were carried befOre tiiem. 

The march of the prisoners was closed by Tetri. ,retrictig 
ens 	and fenobia, both 	magnificently adorned.:114' 
Tetricus had on the imperial rube of purple, ovor t'„i 
a rich Gaulish dress. 	Ile was accompanied by hi.; 	 v.,.. 
son, to who'll he had communicated the title of  "1/: 
emperor, in Gaul. 7

'M 
Zenobia WdS so loaded with  

diamonds, jewels, and ornaments of all sorts, that  4, ,.'.i  °' 
she could scarcely bear their weight ; but was ol:  E 

ten obliged to stop. 	The chains of gold round 
her alleles, wrists, and neck, were supported by 
some of her guar(k. 	Her children, both sons and 
daughters, walked on each side of her. 

After these were carried the crowns of gold 
which the cities and nations of the empire had sent 
to the triumpher, according to custom : and, 

Lastly, .urclian himself appeared, in his cha- 
riot, followed by his troops dressed 	ill splendid 
attire, and by all the orders told companies attic 
city of Rome with their respective ornaments and 
Winters. 	Among these the senate held the first 
rank, fuller ()I' admiration tier the conqueror's vic- 
tories, than of esteem for his person. 	The sena- 
tors knew that Aurelian did not love them ; 	and 
his treatment of Tetricus, who was one of their 
members, seemed to them a reflection upon their 
whole body. 

So numerous a proOession could nut but move 
A cry slowly. 	It 	vas the ninth 	hour of the ila\ 
(three o'clock hi the 	allernoon) 	alien 	...(utcliaa 
:'1'I" .('(1 at 	Cie capitol, and 	IIC did not g't Wel, iii 
lii 	palace until pretty late at night. 	 hi 

Aurelian haying satisfied his vanity by leading ,,,m. 	 A 
'FOE FiCIIS  and Zenobia in triumph, treated the ut in t '"' "cic  
of her respects humanely and generoindv. 	111 as- 
iittned Zcnobia a pleasant and convenient retreat in „:',,,,,„.."- 
tli,, territory of Tam'', not 1:tr from Adrian's  v111341111111 
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Roman lady. 	Sonic writers say that he married 

" her to a senator ; and that from this marriage is-
sued the Roman posterity of Zenobia, which sub-
sisted with honour at the time when Eutropius 

it wrote. 	But that posterity may, with equal pro- 
bability, be supposed to have proceeded from her 
daughters, whom Aurelian married, according to 
Zonaras, to illustrious citizens of Rome. 

	

oh 	To conclude what I have to say of this princess, rt. .5 . I shall add here, after M. dc Tillernont, that St. 

	

! 	Athanasitis took 	her to he a Jewess, meaning, 
without doubt, in 	respect of her religion ; 	and 
that, according to Theodoret, it was to please her 
that Paul of Samosata, whom she patronised, pro- 

OF fessed opinions very like those of the Jews con- 
... 

	

	cei•ning the person of Jesus Christ, saving that he 
was only a mere man, who had nothing in his na-
ture superior to other men, nor was distinguished 
from them any otherwise than by a more abun-
dant participation of the divine grace. 

I have already observed that Herennianus and 
Timolans, the two eldest of Zenohia's sons make 
but little figure in history, and seem to have died 

	

4,,,-. 	when very young. 	The case is not quite the same 

0t

with regard to Vaballath, whose name we find On 

	

r  . 	medals, joined to that of Aurelian 	Augustus : 
from whence it may reasonably be conjectured, 
that Aurelian, after leading him ill triumph, gave 
him sonic small territory, which he enjoyed under 
that emperor's protection. 

	

p.19. 	. As to Tetrieus, Aurelian not only restored hirn 
Et.  I .'  • 	to the senatorial dignit y, lint appointed hint Visi- 

tor ' and relininer or laicania, and of great ?art 
of .  Italy : and upon giving him this post, he said to 

010 

. 	ef. him 

rate introducol imd...r itc  empel'Ors ta• the particular govern • it
* Su t  mulct. the Iiie of corrector, which denotes a Inagia. 

ivot of ,,rutio Imo,. a Italy, with a rank inferior to the  prtl. 
. 	C4I111418. illid iittlivrior to thus.. that were called la-cm/tics. 
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him pleasantly enough, that it was better to govern 
a canton of Italy, than to reign in Gaul. 	At the 
same time he treated 	him with great distinction, 
calling him his colleague, and giving him some- 
times even the name ofemperor. 	Tetricus the son 
likewise enjoyed all the honours he could lawfully 
desire. 	lie lived with his lather in a magnificent 
house in Rome in which they caused their story 
to De painted in Mosaic. Aurelian was represented 
giving them the robe Pralcrta, which was then 
the dress of the senators ; and receiving from them 
the scepter, the crown, and the other ornaments 
or the imperial dignity. 	We are told, that when 
the work was finished, they invited 	Aurelian to 
(line with them, and SCC this painting. Both adieu' 
were wise enough to fbrget entirely the high rank 
from which they had fallen : and the consequence 
of their modest behaviour was that they lived 
quietly, free from danger, and greatly respected 
by Aurelian and his successors. 	Sealiger, upon 

171 

„.„/.  AA_ 
the strength of some of their medals, on 'Mich is  '''' 3..7 i" 
found the word CoNsnettmo, asserts; that divine L"'ct"'" 
honours were decreed thew after their ch-ath. 
But it is scarcely probable that an apotheosis should 
be granted to men who died in a private station, 
and were no way related to the reigning family : 
and I believe the thing is without example, at 
least on the part of the Roman senate. 	It is not. 
impossible but that some of the Gauls, over whom 
the Tetricus's had reigned, might take that me-
thod to express their gratitude and respect to 
their memory. 

Tlw public rejoicings, races in the circus, t hca. 
trical entertainments, combats ofg radiators, limit-
ing of wild beasts, and represent:It ion: o1'sca..6.dits 
were continued tbr sever al days a I.  e- 
triumph. 	N0t that this print 	w 1 ., hi ms  
any of those diversion-. : 	for !!,. 	.c.'.; 
at thew. rallt01111111C.; Were what 
and Ile was delighted to see a pro ess•et g utton cc- 

I  

J 
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your incredible quantities of victuals, F.nelt 
ing at one meal a whol0 boar, a lamb, a sue iitig* 
pig, and drink a barrel of „me poured down 1 
throat through a funncl. 	We may judge by 11 
specimen, that AuiCian's pleasures were not over 
delicate; though I.e suited himself to the taste of 
thy people in the public diversions which he gave. 

,eh,.... About this time he institute.1 	to perpetuity so- 
lemn games and combats in honour of the sun. 

r-li,,,,' .  The festivals for his triumph were accomounhA 
..,.. 	l'• q) 
, 1„,,,pi, with largesses, particularly of bread ready baked 

,Lt .1i- 
,..1 	

ft , . instead of raw (0111 that used to be given betbre. 
What occasioned this change, was as follows. 	Au- 

• relian, who probably then thought of introducing 
J'1:•15' it, in order to please the people by savino

r' 
 them 

the expellee and trouble of making theirbread, 
promised, when he set out for the war in the 1.::ti, 
that it' he returned conqueror lie would distribute 
to the citizens crowns 01' two pounds %Yelp ht. 	The 
people, al‘A ays greedy, imagined they should re- 
ceive crowns of gold. 	But all the riches of the 
state would not have been 	sufficient 	thr Mich a 
largess. 	On 	his return, he explained hi 4 mean- 
ing-, and let the citizens know that he would give 
them daily two pound loaves, made of fine flower, 
in the shape of crowns. 	This weight answered 
to the quantity of corn which had used to be ilis. 

, tributed : and Aurelian soon :flier zidded to it ano- 
ther ounce, to defray which, 1.1! 	pt \v:•; subjected 
t o  a ""v lax 	"Pon 	0:14`:, 11-01/4 , 	11.11 10r, and 	other 
product.; of 	that 	ummiry. 	11011y pleased with 
iiimAell for this augmentation, as appeals by one 
of his letter, whhli we have, IR• looked upon it as 
an acquishion of treat glory to his reigii, and had 
the oriel 	obseil Alice 	of it 	extremely 	at 	'wait : 
' 	For*, 	;:ti , l lie, nothing is more loving than 	the 
" Boman people, when they are well fed." 

AnrcLan 

" 	Ntitio citint i“ , ! 	., .Voinimo 	katuto 	quitIgnimi 	flott  kt 	0,1 
lollit 	. 	1 	, 	/, 	1: 
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Aurelian, likewise established a distribution of 
pork, and thought of adding to it a largess of wine. 
I l is design was to buy of such persons as should be 
disposed to sell them, some of the uncultivated 
lands of Etruria, to plant them with vines, which 
were to be cultivated by prisoners of war of the 
barbarous nations he had conquered, and to de-
vote their produce to the use of the Roman citi- 
zens. 	However, he did not execute this design ; 
being either prevented by death, or dissuaded 
from it by his pretorian prefect, who represented 
to him, that if he gave the people wine, the next 
t ep must be to give them fowls. 

This observation is very just : and every one, 
I believe, must be sensible that these extraordinary 
largesses, introduced by the Roman emperors in 
order to gain the love of the people, could not but 
encourage idleness and extinguish industry. 	The 
people, without doubt, must live : 	but for their 
Own sakes and for that of the state, they (night to 
live by their labour. 	Yet the abuse of these dis- 
tributions increased daily : and under sonic of the 
follow ing emperors three pounds of bread, or 	 i thi -." Sabmit. ad 
ty six ounces (for the Roman pounds consisted of rop. Au r. 

twelve ounces) were given every day to each of 35* 
the citizens. 

Besides these stated largesses, Aurelian gave rap. 
three extraordinary ones. 	He made the people 
presents eV en of cloaths, 	of 	1% bite 	vests 	with 
sleeves, the wearing of which was looked upon in 
ancient, times as an act of effeminacy; of ATMS 
made of Aftican and Egyptian flax ; and or hand- 
he' chief's, \t hick 	the citizens made INC or at 	the 
pun 	of the circus, to express, by waving or 
shaking them, which of the champions or racers 
they interested themselves for; instead ofshaking 
their togas, or gowns, as they had used to do beliirc 
oil these occasions. 

' 6' c" 

R 	t. 
.1 urelian's liberality was not confined to the pm- i :111Qe ,ii 

pie all oine. 	l le generously remit t ed all old debts ;;ILia:41  
Vol.. IX. 	 N 	 due $ 
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l'is HISW OF THMPERORS. 
Amnesty. 
Acts of 
justice. 

due to the state, and burnt publicly in Trajan% 
square all the deeds and writings relative thereto, 

r"P. 39' that the debtors might never be molested on that 
"`' 

rid. account. 	He desired that every one should enjoy 
perfect 	tranquillity under his government : the 
better to secure which, and at once to stop all 
prosecutions of those who had carried arms against 
him, he published a gentral amnesty. 	He sup- 
pressed, with uncommon vigour, that pest of so-
ciety, infbrmers, who, under pretence of zeal for 
the interests of the exchequer, harassed and op-
pressed numbers of private persons : and all pub- 

61,  1T-  lie extortion was punished with the utmost rigour. 
VIM% OA'  

.•riay. In short, Aurelian was a just prince. 	It is pity 
'V  49* that his severity was carried too far. 

Inclination, and not necessity, was his motive. 
This appears from his chusing to be present when 
any of his slaves were punished, instead of commit-
ting that disagreeable office to one of his domes-
tics ; and from his often inflicting  punishments 
greater than the offence deserved: as when he 
passed sentence of death for an adultery commit-
ted by a woman-slave with a man of the same 
condition, though the laws did not look upon any 
contract 	 tween slaves as equivalent to marriage. 
The action was undoubtedly wrong : but surely 
it did not deserve so severe a punishment, because 
it was authorized. 

I I is severity, or, to speak perhaps more proper-
ly, his cruelly, was not confined to men ()flow con- 
dition only. 	Senators were frequently the object 
of it ; and he is even  accused of li:Iving sonic( imes 
charged innocent persons with false imputations of 

jvii . AN L conspiracy  and rebellion, in order to have 	pre- 
V. V" tenet' tier taking away their lives. 	This censure of 

Aurelian may perhaps have arisen from what the 
. historian John of Antioch relates, of several semi- 
!. tiffs being put to death as guilty of corresponding * 

with 
* if thin fact he true, it must have happened before the pus. 

• n of toe amnesty we have spoke!? of 
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with Zenobia. The sedition raised by the managers =38- 
of the mint at Rome, may likewise have given iria. l'id.-. 
A urchin) occasion to exercise his rigour upon per- q"c. 
sons of great distinction : for it became ,a down-
right war, and it can hardly be supposed to have 
attained the height which history says it did, with-
out the assistance. of some powerful men. 

These managers, or directors oftlie mint, having 
villainously debased the current coin, and fearing 
without doubt, the just punishment of their crimes, 
rebelled, and were headed by one Felicissimus, 
who, from being the emperor's slave, was become 
keeper of the imperial treasury. 	We may judge 
how formidable this faction must have been, since 
nothing less than an army could get the better of 
it. 	A bloody battle was fought within the walls of 
Rome, in which the seditious were conquered ; 
but not until after they had killed seven thousand 
of the emperor's troops. 	Aurelian punished this 
rebellion with excessive severity ; 	and perhaps 
his vengeance may have extended to several no-
blemen, whom their friends have represented ;14 , innocent. 	lie is even charged with having put to37."..1  
death his own nephew, the son of his sister, with- 	' 
out any just cause : but the writers who mention 
this, do not explain themselves any farther. 	All 
these flirts are known to us but by halves : for 
which reason we can neither justify nor absolute-
ly condemn Aurelian : though it must be owned 
that he has been looked upon, both during his 
life and after his death, as a cruel and bloody 
prince ; 	that he in fact struck oil' many headS ; 
and that, in consequence thtncof, he was feared 
and haled by the senate, 	whose pedagogue the 1 .,.,.1:. 
people called hint. 

What ought, after all, to keep us from too ha- chmtacr 
stily arraigning the memory of Aurelian, is that he ''l hi4P- 
proved himself estimable not onlybyI i 	

, 	vi,flairot. 
.1. 	e s 	Xploils M 

war, but also by several actions well suiting a good 
government in civil alliiirs. 	Of this we hare al- 

2 	 ready 
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?fir s.; 49. ready mentioned some instances: but the subject is 
not yet exhausted. 	After he had quashed the sedi-
tion of the coiners, he called in all the bad money , 
they had circulated, and issued good in lieu of it.  r 
Ile likewise made several regulations for the wel-
fare of the state : and though few of them have 
reached our times, yet, besides those before spo- ; 
ken of; we know that he fbrbid the keeping of 
concubines of free condition : by which we may 
Judge of his care to preserve decency of manners. 
He respected the public order so much as to let 
even 	his own slaves be tried by the common 
courts of justice if they were accused of any crime. 

67. He took great care that Rome should he well sup-
plied with provisions : and to render this the more 
easy and certain, he established companies of ma- 
riners upon the Nile and the Tiber. 	His capital 

- 	, was indebted to him for several works of great 
use to its citizens. 	I have mentioned his rebuild- 
ing and fortifying the walls of Rome. 	Ile made 
stately quays on each side of the Tiber, and clear-
ed the bed of that river where its navigation was 
obstructed. 	And all this he did in a very short 
reign, disturbed by almost continual wars. 	lie 

. 	s. had other views, of which his too sudden death 
prevented the execution. 	Of this number were 
public baths, which he intended to build on the 
other side of the Tiber, and a line square which 
be began in Ostia. 

34 	39, 	.11. 
lie loved magnificence; and lie built in Rome, 

',,tr,p. 

41.  

in honour of his favourite divinity,the sun, a noble 
tesuplc, in which he consecrated fifteen thousand 
pound weight of gold. All the temples of the city 
were cm idled with his olli rings, and the ca k.itol in 
particular was tilled w ith tie gifts he had received 
from the barbarians conquered bv his arms. 	Vo. 

iseus mentions also revenues and emoluments Of 
is appointing in favour of the pontiffi : 	in with:116 

there is nothing improbable. 	But I cannot believe ,  
upon the bare authority of that wtiter,thut so grave  . 
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.and severe a prince ever thought of re-establish-
ing the senate of women instituted by lielioga- 

lop
•  balus. 	Such a design does not suit with the cha-

racter of Aurelian. 
The pacific cares of which 1 have been speaking, lie goes 

usied him only for a short time after his triumph.1,'„„t; an; 
.-  Loving always to be employed in action, he went").  

into Gaul, where his presence soon prevented the 
ise of a rebellion which threatened to disturb the +.,.% 

tranquillity of that province. 	It is thought to have ' 
" 	been in this journey that he re-built and enlarged i 	the ancient city of Genauhum on the Loire, and 

pm
aye it his name, which it still retains to this clay, 

though somewhat disfigured. 	He called it. Ann,. 
lianum, from whence has been formed by corrup- (c:mir w,  tion the word Orleans. 	It became from that time 
a city or much greater importance than it ever ib,,:.7,  
was betbre ; having until then held 	only the se- d ): 17 P I  "ft'  
cund rank among the places of the ( !tumult i, that Jr 
is to say of the people who inhabited the country 

1 	now called pais Charirain. 	To the same emperor, 
and to the same time, is ast.rilied the 16[1,1(1111g of 
Dijon, which, in its origin, was only :k castle, and 
not a city. 

Aurelian went from Gaul into Vindelicia, which no dri 
was infested by barbarians, perhaps the Alantanni. trtbaencb30rLbita. 
He drove them front thence, restored peace to them.  Vindell-
country,a nil advanced into Illyricum, where he ditl lli.';',;05.3„.  
a thing, dictated indeed by prudence, but whichEntrop 
it is somewhat surprising that a prince of his brave rr, aim. 
and warlike disposition should resolve on. 	Des.,1”n4 'IT- 
pairing of being able 	to keep that part of Dacia 	1  4 	4-  
whir Il Trajan had conquered boyon41 the Dainibe, 
he 	.bandoncd it ; removing its inhabitants to the 
right hand side of the river, into a hart or .Mt 	silt, 
situated exactly in the middle of that province: so 
that. Aurelian's new Dacia cut Nlo.sia in two. 	In 
this Dacia stood the city of Sardica, famous in the 
Ecclesiastical history of the fourth century li►r a 

t 	great council held there. 	By this means Aurelian 
contracted 
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contracted the boundaries of the Roman empire, 
in making the Danube its barrier on that side : 
and this is a farther instance, which may be add-
ed to those I have mentioned elsewhere, of the 
necessity the god Terminus was under of' retro-
grading, even -in the time of Pagan Rome ; and 
an additional answer to the invectives which the 
worshippers of idols vented against Christianity on 
account of Jovian's treaty with the Persians. 

.1.-ki. Among the inhabitants with which Aurelian 
oda. peopled his new Dacia, there probably was a 

number of Carpians : for we arc told that lie re-
moved part of that nation into the territories of 
the empire, where Dioclesian afterwards settled 
them all. 

pee- From thence Aurelian prepared to march into 
' ain c"r st  
Per-
a  Asia and the east, to make war upon the Per-

sians: for which we can assign no cause, unless it 
mi.

35. be, that having pacified and re-united the whole 
empire under his laws, he thought he had a right 
to take advantage of the prosperous situation of 
his affitirs, and of his great strength, to avenge the 
captivity and sufferings of Valerian. 	• It is true 
that the Persians, by sending succours to Zenobia, 
had fitrnished time Roman emperor with a reason 
lin attacking them. 	But he certainly must have 
made some agreement with them after that event, 
since he received from their king a chariot, and 
other presents, which formed part. of the orna- 
ment, of his triumph. 	After lie had vanquished 
Zenobia, Gaul still remained to he re-conquered ; 
and this was doubtless the consideration which 

Illir 
made hint delCr sliming his resentment against 
the Pers,iaii •;:  but when all his enemies were --vb-
tined, he thought it time to take satisfaction for 
the insolence with which Sapor had treated the 

si,' ,.4imi a 	 }... 
. 	„c  .,- 

Iton,an naniviv  That wince was not upon the Persian throne at 
the tin.e we are 	now speaking of. 	Ile 	died to- 

, wards the end of the year of Christ 271, after a 
reign 
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reign of thirty-one years, and was succeeded by 
his son Hormisdas, who reigned but one year, and 
was replaced by Vararanes, who reigned at least 
three years. 	It was therefore against this last that 
Aurelian thought of making war, when an unex- 
pected death put an end to his reign. 	. 

His excessive severity occasioned the conspi-Aurannk 
racy by which he 	perished. 	In the 	beginning *nti.''.', i•Esi',,i."I' i-,  
of the year of Christ '275, he was at t Canlophru..,. inwpq 

rium in Thrace, between 	Heraclea and 	Byzan- y.:1';,.,ce. 
.i„,..d tium, waiting only for fair weather to cross 	the 	.  via. 

streights and take the field. 	There, he had some r:'';: 
reason to be dissatisfied with Mnesthicus, one of his " 
secretaries, whom, justly suspecting him of rapine 
and extortion, he threatened to punish. 	Mies- 
than's, well knowing that Aurelian never menaced 
in vain, resolved to prevent him ; and to that end 
devised a dark and horrid plot. 	Counterfeitini,

°  the emperor's hand, which he had long practised, 
he (lrew up, in imitation of his writing, a list of 
the principal 	officers of the :limy, as if (loomed 
to death by 	Aurelian ; 	mixing with them the 
names of several persons who were known to have 
just cause to fear the prince's anger, and, as a 
farther confirmation of what he said, his own. 
Those 	who were set down in 	this fatal list, hie- 
ing well acquainted with Aurelian's rigour, and 
never suspecting it to be forged, concerted to- 
gether, 	and 	watching the 	opportunity of the 
emperor's going out. slightly guarded, fell 	up- 
on 	him and killed him. 	Mucapor, a man of 
consequence, as WC 	may judge 	from 	a 	letter 
of Aurelian's 	writing 	to 	Iii iii, 	which 	Vopiscns 

has 
m I do not pretend to fix the time more precisely, berme," 

the dates of Aurelian's accession to the throne, of the duration 
of his reign, and consequently of his death, ars attended wi 
twiny doubts and difficulties. 	The curious render  lifily co 
M. de Tillemont's third and twelfth notes upon Aurelian. 

t A name composed of two Greek words which signify 
we should call Nem-Castle. 
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vor• 26. 	has preserved, headed the conspirators, and gave 
his master the fatal blow with his own hand. 

Ilk great 	Thus fell, by the treachery of his own people s
:c

,
,

-
,
,.
ts
.r
.i
t

ca  a prince who may be looked 	upon as a hero 
!iiiuntime- who, in a few years, completed the great work o ty duitui, 	re-uniting every part of the empire 	under on and hag 
hurt hisre- head; who restored military discipline amonan  hi 

tit'''. 	troops; whose views were great and noble wit 
. 	regard to government ; and to whose charge n 

blame can be laid, except his inexorable severity 
But that only fault brought him to a tragical an 
untimely end, and has hurt his reputation wit 

r‘P. 37. 	posterity. 	Aurelian was, in Dioclesian's opinion, 
44. 	a prince rather necessary to the empire, than good 

and praise-worthy; rather a general than an empe-
ror : and no encomium is given hint without add-
ing, that he was a stranger to clemency, that first 
of virtues in a sovereign ; nor without taxing him 
with cruelty and love of blood. 	I have already 
observed that this part of his character has, per- 
hap,, betn exaggerated ; and that 	there i‘i room 
to think that those whom 1w put to death were 
guilty of s«litious practices or designs. 	But the 
shedding of illustrious blood always leaves a stain 
iipon 	him that sheds 	it, unless 	the guilt of the 
criminal be proved beyond all doubt by a due 
and regular tl 'al. 

	

lc i•  n- 	Till' ''enate did not much regret Aurelian : the 
eii,,,ii. 

iii„ ,weeple 	who had 	received 	vreat largreses 	from 
atti l::0:1'._. 	IL.  Hill,  wt•I c 	CMiet'Illtql 	litr his (heath : 	rt'he army, in 

	

r 1, ,. 	Ili, 	midst of which 	he was killed, aveng 
I

ed 	him. •p. 	., • , 	.‘ 	. I, v!.. t 1 w.us, the 	pi inciptd author of the n.urder, 
v..tA exposed to wild beaqs. Among the other con- 

II 3to14,the soldiers made a di•ticetion,not It, ink-
'. it just to contonnd those who had been blinded 

10 Rise learsovith the wretches whose deliberate 
Nv i,.1.ednt ss admitted td 	exeuce. Severalot these 
IAA ‘%er;s put to death immediately. 	TIn• army 

1 	.-T•iit'd 11, o c Ns horn their bight 	rank, or the eon41- 
duration 
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deration of their having been deceived by falso 
reports, seemed to render in some degree objects 
of mercy. 	The troops, however, could not re- 
solve upon chusing a new emperor from among 
themselves, but referred that important delibera-
tion to the senate, as we shall soon relate more 
fully. 	In the mean time they raisNI a monument z,..5 n,... 
to Aurelian upon the spot. where 	lie 	was killed, 
and desired the senate to tank hint among the 
gods; Nvhich was readily agreed to. 

Aurelian reigned near five yeat's, and left at his Ili,  ',mit- 
death an only daughter, whose 	son, of the samerii.!;.-  I 2.  
name as his grandlather, had 	been proconsul of 
Cilicia, and lived retired in :;icily at the time whoa 
Vopiseus wrote, that is to say, tinder Dnic.leavi. 

The Christians did not 	at first feel 	Am el 	 •-,..* 
rigour. 	On the contrary, we are 	told or ;. 	'- 
which plover tat lie 	heard 	them, - 

j, Lis. 	.i. "IA , 	1:  the same justice as to his other ,ilio I 
Sumosatri, bishop of Antioch 	having been depoq-r,i,ii,,rs,i. 
cd for his errot s hv a connel which was held 	inrr•::::1;ith  
that very city, 01,stinatelv rtfitfted to quit the epis- por,u. 
copal mitni,ion, and 	maintained 	Iiiins.dt' in it 	by ti'"' .',:  M

at. 
 

force 812,.aolo 	Dommts, whom the council hat! 8p-1:ca. iii. 
pointed to: his 	qiceessor. 	The 	bishops had r(`.:"L 
con-se to Aurelian, that their sentence might be ,. 
put in e\ect,tion : and that prince, to whom f.eno-
bia's ha% in ,  :)rotected Paul of Samosata could be 
no great 	rceommendation, examined the ;drab-, 
and determmod it very equitably ; ordering, that 
till' 	IiiMs4V NVIlidl bri011!rell 	to the IlkilllpriC S110111(1 
liC 	illii,I,,If I'd 	hy 	flic 	poi ..on 	v.110111 	the 	hiS110111 	Or 
lial‘ 	.t.i 	I 	1!1;' 	he'ihup id 	ROHR' :1(•101(M]ydg'ci1, 

. 	ti: 1  11 In 11114'. Wild ,: 	;iih'I'Vil Ill~ 	w,iv or thinking  Ir,:i.7,  
With IT,IICCI, hi  the  (iv" tians, and was just read 
to i;,110 a inothly edict against them, NORM dt•21 
cut hint olf. 	We do not find 	that this edict was 
ptit)h..lull. 	• 5itt 	nevertheless, 	the  pri nce's 	\veil 
kilown design brought on a persecution, which IS 

reckonvd 
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reckoned the ninth, and which crowned several  1  
history 	 in 	Til- lip, 	en 	

martyrs, whose 	may be seen 	M. de 

	

' 	lemont. 
The most celebrated writer under Aurelian wa 

"'lerthis Longinus, of whom 	I have spoken sufficiently.  • reign.  . 	Amelius, a Platonic philosopher, disciple of Plo- 
. 	tines, and intimately connected with Porphyry,' 

who had studied under the same master, likewise 
acquired some reputation in these times. 	1 have, 
quoted Dcxippus more than once, both as a war- 

1-1,..10-.1. rior and an historian. 	Vopiscus mentions his hav-•. 
, 	ing seen a journal of the life and actions of Aure- 

Ilan, of which he made use in composing the his-  1 
tory of that prince. 	But he does not say by whore 1 

10 	it was written. 

IA 
01 , 	-, 

1 N TER R EC N U M. 	ill 1 	SECT. III. 	 , 

After the :kWh of Aurelian, the army and the 3e-1 
nate rcfcr mutually to eaeh other the choice 1 

any disturbance. 	At length 'radius is elected bp II all emperor. 	interregnum of .s.ix months without' 

gilt' senate. 	 ii 
Alt 102G. 
A. C. 275. 

a
d 

Afar  the 

	

AURCLIANUS AUGUSTUS .1V. 	 41111 
	  Al MICELLINUS. 

,,u,r 11 E death of Aurelian produced an event, 
Ato.,11.1n, T  which stands quite unmatched in history 	Li lb, mill,„,„1 , h,..„..inean a strife of mutual 	deference 	between 	the 
luau curer  armies and the senate, who reciprocally 	COMpli-i unaually 
t„,„„.1, 	IllUllted each other with the electing of a new em.' 

	

h!,, aw 	peror : and whilst messages passed between them: WI e 

	

empv 
0 • 
	to that end, an 	interregnum took place for up 

l

i. 

 

Ward 
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wards of six months, which was not disturbed by 
the least shadow of dissention. 

1SY 

Nothing was less clearly settled anion°. the Ro• ) 'nom.. ) 	r. 
mans, than what related to the choice of f an (lope- .7fi.;,..111-1,,.. 
For. 	'I he senate and the soldiery claimed 1'espec-11.1. nr', +;-

tiyely contrary rights and privileges ; and no law, 
nor even well established 	custom, had fixed the 
limits of the power of either. 	It was necessary 
that the authority of the senate should intervene. 
Sometimes, as in the election of Alaximus and Bal-
binos, that assembly nominated and appointed first, 
as head, and the soldiers afterwards continued the 
choice. 	But in general, the senate enjoyed only 
the right of confirming the nomination of the sol- 
diery. 	The emperor elected by these last took 
actual possession of the sovereignly; and then, to 
acquire a title not founded upon force alone, ap-
plied to the senate, who granted a confirmation 
which they neither could nor dared refuse. Such was 
the situation of things when Aurelian %,:x; killed. 

It was (Ill ite natural that the troops should ire 
jealous of preserving so fine it prerogative : 	but 
yet, the difficulty of the choice, the canals x% Inch 
the murderers of the late emperor prohably set on 
ibot in order to substitute one of their own ac. 
roraplices in his stead, and the firm resolution of 
the soldiers not to suffer that, were motives which 
determined them to recede from their pretensions, 
and to refer the matter to the decision of the se- 
nate. 	By a letter 	written in their name to 	that 
first body of the republic, they desired the con-
script fathers to chose from among thyir members, 
him who should seem to them most worthv of thi. 
supr("ne rank. 	 • 

So great a degree of moderation in the army is 
very surprising. 	The senate, on its side, mutilated 
the example. 	After reading the letter I have . just 
mentioned, Claudius Taeitus, \rho was to vole 
first, and who, as aprared by the event, hail the 
greatest right of any one to expi et lo he elec! c I, 

If 
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if the affair was determined by the suffrages of the"! 
senators, began his speech with a magnificent en-: 
comium upon Aurelian, to whom he voted divine 
honours ; and as to the choice of a successor to 

• that prince, he proposed referring it back again
. 
 

to the army, to avoid, said he, exposing the elec.'  
tors to envy, and the person elected to very great ]  
dangers. 	This counsel was approved of, and the; 
senate, without being tempted by this fair oppor.1 
tunitv to revive its abolished rights, and resume! 
its ancient splendour ; by a formal deliberation letti 
the army masters of the choice of an emperor. 

Interreg. 
sum 	6 

- 	rails 
Jumi  IF
z. 

 

This extraordinary compliment was repeated ort 
each side three timcs : and whilst the senate and 
army thus disputed which should shew the great.] 

, 	t,,,ii,,iur- est moderation, sending messengers to each other, 
deliberating, and waiting fir answers, six monthl 
passed during which the empire was without a 
head  :  and what adds to the wonder, is that everyi 
thing 	remained 	perftetly 	quiet 	all 	that 	time.,  
Those that were in (Alice, continued so, exercis- 
ing the fiinctions of their respective posts : 	only: 
the senate appointed Falconius proconsul of A fri.: 
ca. in the room of Aurelius Fuscus, whose timel  
was ( it her expired, or he had desired leave to re/ 
sign. 	No tyrant, no usurper started 	up durin4 
this suspension of the imperial power ; though wet 
have seen, and shall again see, several arise event 
under the greatest and best princes. 	The antlio..1 
lily of the ,,enate, the reoi de, anil the army, kept: 
every one within the bounds of his duty. 	The, 
members and subjects OF the republic did not fcan 
I he ""Per4)1.1sintlie t here was none; but, w 1101  was' 
touch heft er,thev feared and relweled oilcan, ;her. 

length At h.ngt h, on the 1 \veiny-fifth of September, the 
itt.i,  ,41 10. ,„,-,., 

setr , te being assembled inconsequent:col.  a final an. 
swum.  from the army,which persited in referring thel 
elect ion to the conscript lathers,the consul Velinsod 
CorniliciusGordian us represented ,t hat the circum. 

stancel 
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stances of affairs would not admit of any longer 
delays. 	That the barbarians had entered Gaul 
in an hostile manner, ravaged the country, and 
plundered towns. That it was uncertain whether 
the troops dispersed in the several provinces of 
the empire would not grow weary of waiting, and 
take steps which might be prejudicial to the pub-
lic tranquillity. " Therefore, concluded he, come 

• 

" to a resolution, and chuse an emperor. 	Either 
" the army will acknowledge the person whom 
" you shall elect ; or, if they do not like him, 
" they will name another." 	These last words of 
the consul seem to me very remarkable, in that 
they spew how much the senate was dependant 
on the arms, even in the exercise of a right which 
they were desired to use. 

Claudius Tacitus, whom I have already men- 
tioned, was present. 	Ever since the atl:tir of the 
election had been in agitation, and was become 
the subject not only of public deliberations, 	but 
Of almost every ply-ate conversation, manv 	had 
cast their eyes upon him : 	whilst he, wisely fi.,re- 
seein 	the danger or a situation which would have 
filled others with the most pleasing hopes, retired 
to his villa in the country, where he had spent two 
nionth4, W1111.1 he was prevailed upon to return to 
Rome, to assist at the meeting I now speak of. 
lie was a venerable old man : though 	I cannot 
easily believe upon the testimony teionaras, that 
he had seen his seventy-fifth year ; an 	age cer- 
tainly too great for any one to begin to learn the 
arduous task or governing a people. lho hi. rank 
of ancient consul, and that  I  If 1 oting tirst 	in 	the 
see ate, prove that he was  a 	Wall 	ill 	}TM S. 	11 is 

mind was adorned :Ind cultivated by learning, to 
which he had thought it incumbent on him 	10 
apply himself, both on necomo 	of the 	native 	he 
bore, and because be had the honour of rei•Isoli. 
in n  among 	his 	ancestor.; 	the 	hi..tori.in 	Tociiii.,. 

• 

For he claimed that glory, of which, hock ever. I he I 
similit 	1 i1 
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similitude of names is not an altogether sufficient 
proof for us. 	Gentle, grave, and moderate, he 
shunned all pomp and ambition, and delighted in 
a noble simplicity. 	He was a 1 eal sage ; but fit- 
ter perhaps to give good counsels to an emperor, 
than to be emperor himself. 

When the consul had dune speaking, Tacitus 
was going to give his opinion and vote. 	But he- 
tore he could do it, the whole assembly, 	raising 
their voices, echoed his praises, and saluted 	hint 
Augustus. 	These acclamations lasted a 	long 
while : and Tacitus, after waiting until they were 
over, spoke ; not to accept with joy so great au 
oiler, but to sit forth his reasons ter declining it. 
I I e observed, that it was wrong to think 	of re- 
placing a warlike prince like Aurelian, by an old 
man unfit for any military exercise. 	That the 
soldiers might not approve 	of such a choice : 
" Take care, said he, that this step of yours be 
" not contrary to your own good intentions for 
" the welfare of the republic ; and that you (I() 
" not bring- upon me, for the only salary of your 
" suffrages, tragical disgraces from which my good 

v.'',  P,,,./h " fortune has hitherto preserved me." It is added, 7. that Tacitus himselfproposed Probus: than which 
he could not give a stronger proof of the sincerity 
of lus refusal. For Probus was, compared to him, 
a hamidable competitor, who could easily have 
.turned the scale; since he possessed, besides an 
equal degree of virtue, a perhaps greater eleva-
tion of genius, certainly more youth and vigour, 
and a strength of body more capable of bearing 
lin the nil igtits or I hi' sovereign command, 

1111t 	the 	SCIlatOrti 	111(1 	110t 	consider 	all ,this. 
Charmed with Tacitits's modesty, and animated 
by his re,istance, they thought only of answering' 
his objuet ions, and to that end represented to him 
with redoubled cries, that they were not diming 
a soldier, but an emperor ; and reminded him or 
the saying of Sevei us. That it is the head which 

governs, 
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governs, and not the feet. " It is your under- 
" standing, said they to him, that we stand in 
" need of; and not your body : and who can go- 
" vern better, than him in whom knowledge ac-
t quired by study is directed by the prudence of 

" an advanced age ?" 
After these acclamations. the senate proceeded 

to a regular deliberation, aml the opinion of each 
member, taken in due order, confirmed what they 
had all expressed betbre in a somewhat 011111,1w- 
Ous manner. 	One of the oldest consulars, Ak- 
ins 	Falconius Nicomachus, ended the debate 
'I a speech of some length, in which he shew-W 
(I the wisdom of the senate's choice. " We have 
' nained, said he, an emperor advanced in years, 

who will look upon himself as the lather of all 
' those who shall be submissive to his authority. 

" We have no reason to fear from him any step 
" that will not be sufficiently weighed, not 	any 	, 
" violent or inconsiderate measures. Every thing 
" in him will be serious, accompanied with gravi- 
" ty ; 	sorb, in 	a word, as 	the 	republic! 	herself 
" ‘votild direct, ifshe could be contained in any 
" single person. For he knows what behaviour he 
,' wished from the princes under whom he has 
" lived ; and he cannot himself he °theme than 
" the very pattern of what he would have had his 
'' predecessors be." To confirm 	this, 	Falconitts 
drew the contrary picture of the evils which the. 
empire had sufThred through the youth of its sove-
reigns, such 25 Nei(,, COM MOdlls, I it'llOgabaltIS  : 
and as Tacitus was old, and had only young chil- 
dren * or grand-children ; 	continuing in the same 
~train as he had begun, he 	1 rprehellted 	to IOU], 
wit;( all becoming fiber! v, the views which ought 
to guide him in the choice of a succes.4or. "I pray 
" and conjure you, Tacitus Angliqus, said lit, and 
" I dare even to charge you not 	to inahe the 
ik, young children who are of right heirs to your 

estate, 
*The Latin vxinim3ion is SOITIVWhat vague  :  parculus  thQi, 
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" estate, heirs to the Roman empire, in case tht 
" destinies should take you too soon from us ; 
" nor to treat the republic, the senate, and the 
" Roman people, upon the same footing as your 
" limns and slaves. _\ take a choice 	Imitate Ner- 
" va, Trajan, Adrian. It is a noble thing for a dy-
" ing prince to have the interest of the republic 
" more at heart, than that of his family." Falco-
nius's speech was applauded. The senators cried 
out that they all thought as he did : and Tacitus 
yielded at last, and accepted of the empire ; but 
without taking any engagement in regard to a 
successor. 

From the senate-house, the new emperor, went 
to the Campus Martins, where the people and all 
the troops then in the city assembled. There, Ta-
citus being stewed upon an high tribunal, the pre- 
fect of Rome, 	,;Elitis 	Ces:estianus, 	notified his 
election 	in 	these 	terms : " Soldiers', and you 
" citizens : you have an emperor, chosen by the 
" senate with the approbation of all the armies. 
" That emperor is the illustrious 	Tacitus, who, 
" having hitherto served the republic by his coin!-
" sell, is now going to govern it by his laws and 
" ordinances." All that xvere present answered 
with &outs of,jov, anti 	vows 	fiir the emperor's 
prosperity : after which they separated 	The de. 
cree of the senate was drawn up, and written 	in 
a hook of ivory, which  was  particularly used as a 
register tbr those deliberations oldie senate v,hich 
related immediately to the sovereign. 

The city prefect's mentioning so expressly in his 
speedy hat Taeitip; was chosen with the consent of 

the 

• I have omitted here the epithets Of sandissimi, mat ludy, 
autl Awcraliviimi, sortivf Arirred, %%11101,  in the original, are applied 
to the soldiers and the citizens  ;  both because they would seem 
very :orange to I114, w hose customs and ways of thinking  are 
widely dithirtint ; and because they are in themselves, extreme- 
ly niiphieed. 	They may help, indeed, to sliew us to how 
kreat  AI  degree the times in which they were used were infect-
ed with fulsoine adulation. 
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the armies, gives room to think that his election 
was concerted befOre hand between them and the 
senate. On the other hand, Tacitus hitnselfseems 
not to have known that circumstance, if it was so, 
since he doubted whether his person would be 
agreeable to the troops. 	The authors who are 
my only guides here, have written without much 
reflection, and leave us greatly in the dark with 
respect to many facts. 

1 

PRINCIPAL EVENTS 

OF THE REIGN 

or 

TACIT US, 

AURELIANUS AUGUSTUs IV. 
	MARCELLINUs.•  t 	 I 

M. CLAUDIUS TACM'S, elected emperor by the 
nate on the twenty-fifth of September, spews a 

reat 	regard and deference for that assembly, 	' 
which, in consequence thereof, recovers part of 
its former splendour. 

. 

Ile makes several wise regulations, behaves 
with moderation, love, simplicity anti esteems and 
cultivates learning. 	l le u\presses zi great zeal to 
preserve the works of the historian "racitus, front 
whom ne pretendedI l 	. t o hr iI eseendell. 

1-11‘ puts himsell'at the hemd 	ot .  the 	armies 	it 
Thidec. 
i ie puni•dt; 	the principal authors of tho 	mil 

der of Aurelian. 

1\1- 	(•t \t 011. ; 	TA cui t ': 	:1 twevrt , 	I I. 	Alt 
1,7,,l/Li 	\ \  I 	„. 	 A 	c. 

Vol,. IX. 	 t) 	 Ile . 

   
  



IIISTORY OF THE EMPERORS., 

Ile goes into Asia, and drives from thence the 
Seythians or Goths, who had spread themselves 
in that country. 

M'iximin, his relation, whom he had made go- 
vernor of Syria, having exasperated the troops by 
his harshness and violence, is killed : and the au- 
thors or his death. joining jhose that remained of 
the conspiracy against Aurelian, kill Tacitus him- 
self 

He was murdered in the beginning of April,' 
at Tyana in Cappadocia, or at Tarsus in CH' 'a. 

TACITUS• 
SECT. IV. 

THE senaie,underTacitus,resumrs its ancient splen- 
dour. 	Joy of the senators on that accf.,unt. They 
had then an opportunity, which they netlecied, o 
obtaining a hroration of Gallientts'.s. edict against 
their serving in the army. Ii 	regulation.s made 
by Tacitus. 	ll'ho orders a temple to he bulk to 
the deified emperors. 	Ile asks the consulship for 
his brother, but does not obtain 	it. 	Lau'/ab/e 
lbings in his  !!*OtT171711ellt. 	His lore  al simplicity 
in what concerned himself: loincd to liberality' 
and magnificence in things relating-  to the public. 
!le loved and (4110*u:tot learning. 	Ills zeal for 
the historian 	'I'acitus. 	lie puts himself at the 
head of the t1 6ops in Thrace. 	lk punishes  some 
of the morite, crs of  Aurelian. 	Ile gocs into Asia, 
and drives tin tanks Out of that countty. 	it eo 
spirceyi«1,cs away his life. 

1 
 1.. ,,v,14 , , 
I,. 	 , 

, 

A

tit

I'

,

1:

1

1.

1,

1

1

S, having been 	elected 	in 	the  • T 
 TICI.  befbrementioned, resolved, both out of 

gent itd for the sake of the public, to restore 
dm 
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the authority of that illustrious assembly to which 
he owed the empire. 	These were the sentiments 
which he expressed in his very first speech to the 
senate. " May 1, said 	he, so surely govern the 
" state in a manner answerable to the honour con- 
" ferred upon me by your election, as it is true 
" that I am determined to fbllow your counsels, 
" and be guided by your authority. 	Be it your 
" care to order : mine shall be to execute." 

In effect, this emperor really desired that the ro 
senate should look upon itsellas the dispenser of l, ' 
the supreme power, the arbiter of peace and war, 
and the judge of nations. 	In this view he restor- 
ed to that first order of the republic the right of 
appointing the proconsuls of all the provinces of 
the people: a right which belonged to the senate 
by Augustus's institution, but which other empe-
rors had often invaded : and a law was made, or-
dering that all appeals from the decisions of the 
proconsuls should he laid before the tribunal of 
the city prefect, whose power was subordinate to 
that of the senate. 	In short, this noble assembly 
recovered all the splendour and authority it ever 

•had enjoyed even under the princes who esteem-
ed and revered it most. 

The senators were transported with joy. Thanks. 3. a 1,,.• 
giving-  to the gods were ordered ; hecatombs were '''nut"" e." 
vowed ; and every one made sacrifices, and gave „„„„, 
sumptuous feasts. 	The senate in a body, notified 
the happy change by letters addressed to all the 
great cities of the empire, tea the 	senate of Car- 
thage, 	to 	those 	of 'Freres, 	\ ntioch, 	Aquilcia, 
Milan, Alexandria, The.,,,donicA, Corinth, 	and 
Atlictis ; 	whilst 	severa l 	of 	it ,: 	member,: 	wrote 
upon the same siihject 	io their friend, 	:Ind 	ref' • 
lions, in expressions (Y.  the utino.a 14  lachit , 	Vor.. 
iscus has preserved four of 'these letters, in ‘‘litch 
the tbllowing seem to me the most remarkable 
passages. 	That from the senate or Homo to the 
xenate of Carthage ends 	with this 	observation 7 

‘.! 	 " "Flw 
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" The change we now acquaint you with in our 
" favour, promises a similar one in yours. 	For 
" the first assembly of the state recovers its rights, 
" only to preserve those of others." 	Claudius 
Capellianus, a senator, writing to his uncle, be-
gins with describing his own joy and that of the 

- 	. 	public, which he invites him to come and partake 
of: after which he adds ; " Since we have begun 
" to appoint our emperors, we may hope to be 
" able to exclude such as may be set up by others. 
" A wise man, like you, will easily understand 
" me." 	CapeManus here speaks like a man, 
who, elated 'by a glimmering of present prosperi-
ty, formed vast projects of mighty things to come : 
without considering that. the senate owed the 
exercise of the rights it then enjoyed solely to 1 	the moderation of the army ; and that modera-
tion is not a permanent quality in men, especial-
ly when they are masters. 

1 	Tiwy had 	If the senators had thought seriously of taking 
!Mt .n op- proper measures solidly to secure and render last- Finwcy, . 

hich  i  hey  ing the splendour to which they were restored, 
! -̀"`''1• they should have seized this opportunity to oh- 
,Ir,,"-fain  r,,"-fain a revocation of Gallicnus's 	edict .by which , 

"'II", thry were Ibrbid to serve in the army; lir it 	is 
iighly probable, that if' the cominandeP•: 	and all 
he principal officers of the armies had been Lak-

in th, en now, as they ibrinerly were, from among the 
"Y• 	body oldie senate, it would not have been ex- 
t  :1. 	1%, t. 	• tremely difficult fir them to revive in the troops 

the respect they once had for the august order 
which held the first rank in time state. 	The op- 
port unity was tine : but they missed it, and it ne-
ver more rut indy,l. The armies resumed the right 
of nomitiatimi: the emperors : whilst the 	senate, 
'ontined ti) the narrow (Alice ofregulating the civil 
tolicc,_ had very little influence in the general at= 

r ,  of the reptillic, and, tar from preserving it 
ascendant over the soldiery, received, on the 
t rary, lav,.; from them. 	This is not to be won- 

dered 
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dered at, if it be true, as we have already observed 
after Aurelius Victor, that the senators were grown 
fond of indolence, and loved to enjoy their riches, 
their pleasures, and their country-houses, without 
trouble or interruption. 	Alen of this turn cannot 
but lose their influence over others, and sink in 
their esteem. 

The emperor Tacitus, in his very first harangue vi,,,,, 
to the senate, sliew,2d his zeal for the good order nguyir 
and proper administration 	of the public affairs. ,iaaci  iLtuiY  
After paying the tribute of honours due to the r-i, 7" 
memory of his predecessor, by decreeing him a 
statue of gold in the capitol, and 	statues of sil- 
ver in the senate-house, the temple of the sun, 
and Trajan's square ; he proposed a law, which 
was passed, forbidding all adulteration of metals 
by mixing thorn with base alloy, under pain of 
death, and forkiture of the estate and efThcts of 
the offender. 	The frauds of the corners in Aure- 

n's time rendered this rigour necessary. I'a 
Ile likewise made, or rathiw revived another re 
hat ion of great consequence to the tranquillity 
the subject, 	by (1,•claring 	that it 	,I.ioilld never 

ore he lawkil to examine slaves in criminil pro-
seditious against their nut ,tees, c% en though they 

mild he accused of lii:, h-treason. 	This was all 
'  I law, which both Augustus and Tiberius had 
dcavoured to infringe, and which Severus ac- 
ally set aside 	by an ex.,:less constitution ill the 
se or high-treason, aml 	in some others. 	'fact-C,,,,,,., 
, by reviving and restoring it in its full extent, l',.,  
fined the aiiietion 	of the pnblic ; all 	masters 

1

5  

icing rejoiced 	to 	find 	that 	their 	fortunes, anti 
st.inctimes even their lives, wool(' 	no 	longer de- 
pend upon the testimony of their davca. 

In the same speech "f acitus, 'whilst he honoured wh,,,.,  
the memorvofthe good princes, e x piTsse(1 his reso-dr',",1:;. '• 
Intim )  of taking them for his niodcl :. 	Ile ordered l.ii;i, H.e... 
that a temple should be Int;lt in !tonic, and conse.d'''' ''' 

crated 1, 
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crated to the deified emperors ; that the sta ue. ( 
the good princes should be placed in it, and tha 
libations should be offered to them on the anniver 
sary of their birth, and on some otherdays of the 
year: 	Tacitus most certainly did not equal the 
number of good princes to that of the deified em-
perors, many of whom scarcely deServed the nam 
of men. 	By restricting the title of good princ 

V^P• Anr• to those who were really worthy of it, the numbs 10 did not prove great : so that a joker of thos 
times was right enough in saying that they mirr 
all be engraved upon the stone of a ring. 

He as* 	All these first steps of Tacitus pleased the senat 
the consul.. But he added to them one which shewed that he ship for his 
brother, 	did not sufficiently remember Falconius's advice 
hut does 	to him, to detach himself from his family. 	lie not obtain 
it. 	asked the consulship for his brother Florianu 
Fr''P' III"' who seems to have been a man of little meri 

ambition surpassed his talents. 	The senat 

owafr

whose 

. 	
flatly retnsed to appal*  t him consul,allcdging. th  
there was no vacane . 	The emperor, whose di. 

— 	tinguishing characteristic was moderation, scenic 
. 	.  to he satisfied. 	‘• They know, said he,, w I; .. 

" of prince they have chosen." 
To .strengthen himself' in the possession 

throne, it was necessary that Tacitus should go 
speedily to the armies of Illvricum and Thrace, to  • 
let them see the emperor who had been elected i 
consequence of  their moderation :  besides whic 
the provinces of Asia Minor, infested a-new by  in 
cursions of the barbarians, implored his presenc . r 
and assistance. 	Ile  thercliwe could nut stay loll 
:it Rome after his election : and vet we find th 
timc of his abode there marked with several or,.: 
minces, which  give, an advantageous idea of li 
principles of government. 

lie  prohibited all places of debauchery in th 
Ligniode 	city. 	But the general  corruption 	of maner, ottog. in 	 b 	 n  to 10., 	Ter than all laws, did not suffer this ref° 
mum. 	 'natio 

• 
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illation to last long. 	lie ordered the public baths 
to be shut up at sun-set, to prevent seditious meet- 
ings and cabals in the night. 	He forbade men to 
wear cloaths made entirely of silk, or to lace their 
garments with slips of gold tissue : and he would 
have been glad to proscribe absolutely all sorts of 
gilding, of which indeed he first gave the hint to 
Aurelian. 	Probably the difficulty of succeeding, 
hindered both these princes from making a law 
which would not have been observed. 

Tacitus loved simplicity, as he proved by his tII,r or 
own example. 	He did not suffer his wife to wear i'MVY 
jewels ; and he himself wore when emperor, the ,,,,,,,,ca 
same dress as he had done when only a private hila‘dll  
man. Nothing could be more frugal than his table. , 
t 'leanliness and decency were all he desired. 	Ile 
was however curious in and a judge of buildings 
and marble, and had a taste for the ornaments of 
glass with winch the ancients used to decorate 
their  houses. 	He likewise loved 	hunting. 	But 
it is 	not said that he ever h,:;towed any unrca. 
- oliable expellee upon cithei t. I' these objects. 

With this simplicity in what concerned himself; 
he slimed a becoming liberality and magnificence 
in things relating to the public ; preferring, how- 
ever, benefits 	of a more 	lasting nature, to the 
slight advantages of temporary gifts. 	To this it, is 
owing that we find scarce one of those distributions 
of wine anti meat so frequent among the Romans, 
in the six months that he rei!rned. 	But on the 
other hand, he ordered his own house to be pulled 
down, and baths to he built. in the place where it, 
sloth],  at his exptAice, 	for ilic list' of the citizens. 
Ile presented the city of 0;tia wit h an  h u nd red 
pillars 	of Munich:in 	marble, 	t wonty.three 	 feel 
high. 	Ile gave an estate which he hail in Maurita- 
Ma to !he temple of .lir capitol, ai a bind Iiir repair- 
ing and keeping up the buildings on that spot. 	He 
cun,ccrated to the u., s of reliion, particularly In 

the 
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kilo the feasts which were celebrated in the temples, 
all the plate that he was possessed of when a pri-
vate man ; and he devoted to the payment of ar-
rears due to the soldiers, all the money that was 
in his coffers at the time of his being elected em- 
peror. 	But I can scarcely believe that he made 
the republic a present of his paternal estate, which 
was immense : no less, if we believe 	Vopiscus, 
than a million and an half a year. 	For if the em- 
pire was not perpetuated in his family, as he might 
easily tear it would not, what was to become of 
his heirs ? 

Tacitus's generosity extended also to his slaves. 
Of those only who attended him in the city, he 
aflianchised an hundred : and if he did not ex-
ceed that number, it was because an ancient law 

tOrbad going beyond it. 

ire kvea 
ana cur. 
tivai,,i 

I have alreadysaid that he esteemed learned men, 
and that he himself was a proficient in learning. 
As his days were wholly taken up with the news- 

l'"'"'"g.  sat y business of the state, he always devoted sonic 
part of the night to study;, never passing one with-
out either reading or writing, if we except the se-
covil day Of every month, on which, that being 
marked as untiwtunate in the Roman kalendar, 
be superstitiously refrained .from all application. 

• zeal We ought to think ourselves obliged to him for 
14 thbis- 
torian  

his  zeal to pres,21 ve the writings of the historian 
am. 'facit  us, thou rah lie did not succeed therein so well 

as we could wish. 	I  lc ordered that every library 
should have th:rt author's works, and that ten co- 
pies of them should he ti ;inscribed yearly in 	the 
place where the archives of the empire  were  kept, 
to be distributed to 	the libraries. 	But e% en ',his 
extraordinary care has not 	prevented the loss of 
the greatest parts of the ‘voiks of that incompa- 
'  ble hktorian. 

ThH 

*  The Law Turir, Ceninur 
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This is the substance of what we find most in. He  
teresting in the monuments of the ancients con.1,11',, h,a, 
earning the emperor 'facials, to 	the time of his!lieltiroriP,  
leaving Rome in order to put himself at the head 	lic,3::.  
of the troops in Thrace. 	Upon his arrival at the  3• '.  I 

camp, he had a sort of new possession to take. 
The army assembled, and Mfecius Gallicanus, the 
praetorian priutect, opened the ceremony with a 
short speech, in which he told the soldiers, that 
the senate, in consequence of their request, had 
given them an emperor, whom he desired them to 
hear. 	Tacitus then spoke, and, like the przetorian 
prefect, ascribed the first and greatest part of his 
election to the troops. 	" I think myself highly 
" honoured, said he, in having been thus chosen, 
" first by you, just estimators of princes, and al- 
" terwards by the unanimous suffrages of the se- 
" nate. 	If it be not given to me to animate you 
" by personal examples of vigorous actions, I shall 
" endeavour, and I hope not without success, at 
" least to guide you 1)v counsels worthy of you 
" and worthy of a Roman emperor." 	After this 
speech, he promised them 	the largesses usually 
given by persons in his situation. 

Justice to the memory of Aurelian, and his own U. 
security, required 	liis 	punishing 	the 	murder of oTthl',.,',),Tre. 
that prince. 	The principal criminals, and parti-der70' 
(Air& Mucapor, who was the person that stab-tenL"' 
bed him, were racked to death. 	Those whom he Et 
spared, either for want of knowing them, or out': 
of an ill-judged tenderness, soon gave him cause 

repent of his mercy. 
'imns, now unanimously acknowledged by.  

whole empire, prepared to ptmiih 	the Barba-a",111,;',i‘ri". 
aims for 	their insolence. 	It '.cgs 	high time thati4 
c Romans should quit the slate of inaction, i 

,high the death of Aurelian, and the long vacant 
' or the throne, had 	obliged them to rennin-4 1 ". 
rill on one side, and Asia Minor on the oth 
ere att.tel,'A 	by CliC1111C3 	whose 	reiterated 

(17, 

   
  



202 	 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

feats could neither tame their audaciousness, nor 
exhaust their numbers. 	'l'acitus marched towards 
Asia, where the evil probably required the most 
speedy remedy. . 

A cloud of Scvthians or Goths from the coun- 
tries round about the 	Talus Alivotis bad 	over- 
spread 	Pontus, Cappadocia, Galatia, and Cilicia. 
Some of them pretended to have been called by 
Aurelian, to assist him in his intended war against 
the Persians. 	Tacittis, joining prudence to force, 
sent all these barbarians back to their own dismal 
abodes. 	lie divided his troops into two armie,:, 
of the greatest of which he himself 	the corn- 	., 
mind, whilst the other was under his brother Flo- 
rianus, whom 	he had made praetorian prlutect. 
Both of them gained signal advantages over their 
enemies, many of whom they killed : and by driv-
ing the rest back to their own countries, peace 
and safety were restored in the provinces of Asia.' 
This fortunate event, which cost neither much 
trouble, nor much time, mu,  t have happened in 

A.R. 1027. the beginning of the Year of Christ 276, in which 
Tacit us took a second consulship. 

A consri- 	The victorious prince thought,  of returning into 
"(7 t"es  Europe,  when a conspiracy deprived him of the Away his 
IWO.  ' 	empire and of life. 	Ile hinv,ell seems to have oc- 

casioned it by giving way to an inconsiderate re- 
, Bard 	for his own family, in an 	affair which con- 
cerned the public good. 	Ile had made a relation 
of his, by name :11aximin, governor of Syria; but, 
so far as we can judge, in subordination to Pro-
bus, who, as we shall soon obsene, was com- 
mander-general of all 	the cast. 	Max Mini, pas- 
sionate and head-strong. used the officers and  1.01-
(hers under him so ill, that, to be delivered from 
his tyranny, they killed him. 	The perpetrators of 
this murder, to avoid punishuu 	joined the stir- 
\ iving 	conspirators 	against 	An:Ali:in, 	and 	A11111 

them, watching 	their 	opportunity, attacked 	the 
44,,,,t.r.'.emperor 	himself; 	and 	assassinated 	him. 	Thus 

perished, 
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perished, after a reign of two hundred ,days, a 
prince whose wisdom seemed to secure him from 
a tragical end. 	History lays no other blame to 
his charge, than a great desire to promote his fa-
mily: a weakness common to old men, over whom 
their kindred easily gain the ascendant. 	He was 
killed in 	the 	beginning of April, some 	say atitio-a. rid. 
Tyana in Cappadocia, others at Tarsus in Cilicia4,vil.17.0p.  
His posterity, of which we shall take farther no- kor.2,1-  3. 
ticc under the following reign when we 	shall 
speak of the death of his brother Florianus, sub-
sisted after him, but in a private station. 

PRINCIPAL EVENTS 

OF THE REIGN 

OF 

..+: 

	

PROBUS 
M. CLAUDIUS TACITUS AUGUSTUS II. 
	  .tEmILIANus. 	 A.(2. 

ArTER the death of Tacitus, his brother Flo-
rianus, who commanded a body of troops in Asi• 
lays claim 	to the empire, as by right of inhe 
tance. 	Probus, general of the army of the cas 
is proclaimed emperor by his soldiers. 

Florianus advances against Probus, is 	aban- 
` 	tined, and even killed by his own people at Tar-

s in Cilicia, after a reign of two, or at most three 
on.ths. 
P-obus is acknowledged by the senate and all 
e empire. 	He maintains, and even extends 
e ridits of the senate'. 
I Ic avenges the death of Aurelian, and that of 

Hails. 
I. 	.1t.'rr:- 
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A. R.1024. AI. AURELIUS Paorus AUGUSTUS. A.('. 	217. N. AURELIUS PAUL INUS. 

Probes goes into Gaul, where he defeats and 
drives from thence sundry German nations, who 
were endeavouring to settle themselves there. 	Ile 
grants them peace; but on very hard conditions. 

A.R. -n-329. Al. AURELIUS PROBUS AUGUSTUS I1. A. C. 	271i. 	 Lures. 

He pacifies Ithratia, Illyricum, and Thrace. 

A.R. IMO. PROBUS AUGUSTUS II I. A. C. 279. 
 	13ATERN  i:::• 

He crosses over into Asia Minor, and chastises 
the Isaurian banditti, of whom he tak es measdrcs 
to clear the country. 

War against the Blemmyes, who arc repulsed 
and subdued. 

Probus enters Armenia, and makes the Persians 
tremble. 	Embassy from their king Vararanes 11. 

Plainness and haughtiness of Probus's beha- 

. 	viour in the audience which he gives the 	amba.;- 
sadors of the king of Persia. 	Peace between the 
two empires. 

A.R.1031. 	  AI ESsA LA. 
	  G KATI: S. 

N. de Tillemont places under this y ear the re- 
volts of Saturninus in the 	east, and (if Proculus 
and Bonosus in Gaul. 	This (late is not Very ,  _..or- 
tain. 	It is pobsihle 	that 	Probus's wars against 
the rebels may have happened at the same time 
as those which 	he carried 	on a;yainst his 	for,' 	',ii 
imenne.-, 	It  is also possible, and 	e‘un probable, 
that his explo►ts against his ibret411 enemics may 
have tahcn up some part of this veal% 

Al'ini,t 
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Whilst hi' was busied in subduing the rebels, 
an nand;iil of Franks transplanted 	by Min into 
Pont us, sailed througi; tin. Mediterranean, passed 
the Strei:,int, an,1 	1.,»diag at 	the ulouth 	of the 
Rhine, returned to th,_r own country. 

Pitonus AuGusfus IV. A.R.103:1. 
	 TIBERIANIIS. A. C. 281. 

Probes triumphs over the Germans and the 
Blennyes. 

lle permits the Gauls, Parnonians, and Spani- 
ards, to plant vines in their countries. 

PROBUS AUGUSTUS V. A.11.103,1 
A. C. 2S..!. 	 VICTORINUS. 

Probes  prepares to make war upon the Persians. 
During a stay which he makes near Sirmium, 

the plae,• of his nativity, lie employs the soldiers 
in draining the marshes near that city. 	The sol- 
diers mutiny, and kill him, towards the beginning 
of August. 

lie was avenged, and ranked among the gods, 
by his successor Canis. 

His family retires to the neighbourhood of 'Ve-
rona. 

USURPERS under PROBUS. 
,.• 

SEX. Julius  SATURNINE'S  in the East. 
T. /Emus PaocuLus in Gaul. 
Q.  BoNost:,i, likewise in Gaul. - 
Afourtii, who is not named, in Britain. 

p 
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P 11 0 il U s. 
SEC"!'. Iv. 

' acittts's brother, Florianus, claims 11w empire by 
right of inheritance, and Probity iv elected by the 

.. army which he commanded. 	Florianus is killed at 
Tarsus, tiller a reign of two months. 	The poste- 

• rity of l'acitus and of Floriamts. Probus writes to  -, 
the senate, who acknowledge him with joy. Ili, de- 
claration, co) lirming and amplifying  the rights of 
the senate. 	Eminent merit of this emperor. 	Ale- 

'  dioerity of his birth. 	His employments before he 
was raised to the empire. 	His excellent conduct 
towards the soldiery. 	Glorious testimonies given 
of him by the in inces under whom he served. 
when  emperor, lie punishes the murderers. of Au- 
relian and Truitt's, and pardons the partizans of 
Florianus. 	He goes into Gaul, and drives the 
Cern/ans./Tom thence. 	Modest and religious stile 
of his letter to the senate. 	Ile pacifies Bluetit', 
Illaricom, and l'hruce. 	Ile crosses 	over into 
Asia Minor, and marches against the Isaurtans. 
Sil•,,feofCremna. Aleasurestaken by Probastoclear 
Isatiria of the banditti which infested it. 	Ile re- 
pulses theBlennuycs,andsubduesthem. Ile marches 
against the Persians. Plainness and haughtiness qf 
his behaviour in the audience .which he gave their 

.;  ambassadors. 	His spirited letter to 	their king. 
Peaceeoncluded.flelurningto Ettrope,betran.yoris 
a great number of barbarians into the territories 
of the empire. 	Theiedibleboldnes.v of a handful of 
rranks. 	1.7.vmpers who rose up again.vt Probns, 
,`,aturninus in the east. 	Proettlus in Gaul. 	Bo- 
nosus likewise in Gaul. 	All usuiper in Britain. 

Commit jolt 
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Commotion of a troop of glut-1,7(1161-s. 	Pra:;;;'s 
lriuwith. 	Ftasis and gaim -6' 	Oil 	alt/t GCCC/S /'..//. 
ii:' permilv the planting of vines in Gaul, Spain, 
and Pawn 11 i(1. 	Ile is hilled near iS'irath:in, by 
his sukiic .S. 	Ifiv eulogy. 	Honours paid to his 
memory. 	His posterity. 

the IF the emperor Tacitus had had time to take radius-8 
relative to the choice of his SU CCes- l'"othm% 

Florianua, sor, we may believe that, wise and just as he was,,....,;,,,..,,,„ 
he would have thotight it incumbent on him to tinmiret.v 

';;',,;('' consult the interest ofthesenate,towhich he owedi,t! E  ;,.:.' 
his own nomination, and to 	preserve to that, first iiiht erobus 

Ix 17,.(
ii

..,
,
,,
,,
ted body of the state the valuable right of electin, 

its sovereign. 	But his violent and sudden deatloiri.y 
again opened a door to the lieentiousnc.s of the'luch h' t-) 	 command- 
sol(fiery, and the troops, seizing the opportunitv,el 
resumed their possession of a prerogative which 
only a transient whim of moderation had induced 
them to relinquish. 

Two armies vied with each other which should r„./7„.. 
raise its Icatit'r to 	the impcti3I 	throne. 	One on.' 
them, 	then employed in besetting a hand of bar- 2.1.,,;. /1:a 
barians pent tip in the neighbourhooil of the Bos-a. 
phorus, had for its general the prwtorian prtefeet!.."P l'''' 
Floriantis, half-brother to the late emperor. 	The 
legions of the cast obeyed the orders of Prolms, 
to whom Tacitus had given that command. 	Flo- 
rianns pretended that the empire belonged to him 
by 	right of inheritance, and 	his soldiers were 
read) to back him. 	The army of the cast, part 
of which at 	least had occasioned the ruin and 
death Of TacitiH, was 1:ir flow being disposed to 
ackno‘vIcilge 	his 	brother; 	and 	having 	a corn- ", , maiiccr of its own eminently pos,..esial of all the 
qualities requisite to form a great emperor, thc., e 
troop.;  p.m:  hinted Probit'l, Awrivtus. 
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This was not done either regularly, or in COIF) - 
uence of a previous deliberation ; 	but with the 

tumultuous hurry of a multitude which resolve, 
middenly upon a thing, and executes it instantly. 
Some few having mentioned it to their comrades, 
the proposal went immediately round, was ap-
proved of, and all unanimously cried out, " Pro- 
" bus August us ! may the gods be propitious to 
" you." 	A tribunal of turf' was raised directly, 
and Probus was placed upon it, and cloathed with 
a purpk.. robe taken from a neighbouring temple : 
after which he was conducted, in the midst of re-
peated acclamations, to the palace of the city 
nearest the place where this event happened ; 
which, perhaps might be Antioch. 

Probus Yielded with reluctance to this ardour 
of the troops. 	'Whether he feared a place sur- 
rounded with dangers, and stained with the blood' 
of all those who had held it for near a century 
past, or whether it was out of modesty, or disci. 
mutilation, he repeated 	several times 	to 	the sob. 
diers : 	" You have not sufficiently considered o 

this alLir : you m. ill not like me : .I cannot flatter,  
" von." 	But they persisted in their zeal, and tird 
,,ituation of.' things was such 	that Probus could 
not go back : fiur whoever was called to the throne 
in those unsettled limes, had 	no alternative, but. 
either to defend himself on it, or to perish. 	Ho. 
therefore acquiesced, and conseitted to be emper. 
or : 	but not without dreading the consequences. 
" I"' never desired the empire," said be in a let-
ter to his przetorian prteleet Capito, " nor have 
" now received it willin,gly. 	I am not at I '  
"  to resign a raid: which exposes mime tot he g 
i• envy : but I must act the part which the troop, 
44 	11:IVe 	1111.Ce r ! 	lirli 	nIl•  

im J ibe 	el ,  Chun 	of .  the -A' 	two princes produced 
Oa a 	schism 	in 	the 	empii- c. 	Rome and 	the 

t 
* lilyetitnu tumtptam optavi, & 	int itui accepi. 	I 

111411112VA! 111. (I. 	Agenda tot beau 
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acknowledged Floriantis; whilst Syria, Egypt, and a rciga 4  
the neighbouring provinces 	 t rovinces declared for Probus. 	} n7ntaq. 
Thence arose a civil war ; 	but of short duration.z0,2km- 
Florianus, sacrificing, the public cause to his own 
interests, marched against Probes, and thereby 
left the Goths at liberty 	to 	retire unmolested. 
Full of confidence, because a greater extent of 
country obeyed his laws, he advanced as far as 
Tarsus in Cilicia. 	There Probus met him ; but 
in no hurry to give battle ; knowing that most of 
his adversary's troops, being Europeans, would 
not be able to bear the heat of the climate they 
were then in. 	What he foresaw, happened. 	Sick- 
ness broke out among them ; and being worsted 
in a slight engagement which they attempted in 
their weak condition, they began to disregard an 
emperor whose fortune they thought forsook him. 
They then compared the merits of the two com-
petitors ; and easily finding their great inequali-
ty, they ended the dispute by killing Mori:11ms 
and submitting to Probus. 	According to Zosi-
inns, Probus had some share in the .death of his 
rival ; which is not at all improbable. 

Fiorianus did not enjoy his phantom ofgrandeur r.r..FA., I. 
above two, or at most three months. 	History ob- 4.'"'F' 
serves that he was far from resembling his brother, 
who blamed him for his prodigality and love of 
expense. 	He ought likewise to have blamed his 	• 
incow.iderate ambition, instead of encouraging it, 
as he did, by trying to raise him to the consul-
ship, and by making him pralorian Iva-Tea. This 
last po,4, which set him so near the throne, swell-
ed the heart ()I' Floriatml, and emboldened him to 
seize upon the first. place the moment it became 
vaL:int. 	We have seen what was his reward. 

The posterity both of Tacitus and of Florianns 	i R. pi,ie• 

SithSiStrd MAC!'  DiOCICSian ; 	but in a private 	sta-ri te
ttu,.. ii!..,'.; lion, and without any pretence to the empire: un- il,„i„,,„,: 

less, giving credit to a prediction of soothsayers, ,', , T. i,., 
they' nattered themselves with hopes of its return."' ') ". 

Vor. IX. 	 P 	 int,. • 
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Ing to their flunily after a revolution of severa 
ages. 	The story of this prophecy is as follows. 
Tlif‘ thunder having Linen 	troon and broken the 
qtattte3 of Tacitits and Floriamis, thirty feet high, 
which their children had erected 	to them over 
monuments consecrated to their memories in a 
part of the teiTitory of Interamna, which had be-
longed to them ; the Aurvyices were consulted,  
about this pretended prodigy, and answered, that 
in 	a thousand years (they were ‘villing to take 
time) there would issue from the tlir,Iily  of those ,  

princes au emperor, who \mild give kings to the 
Persians; who would subject the Franks and Ger-
mans to the laws of Rome ; who would not leave 
a single barbarian in all Mica ; who would esta-
blish a governor in the island of Taprobane ; who 
would send a proconsul into the great island (a 
very obscure expression and susceptible of many , 
meanings) ; who would be the judge and arbiter 
of the Sirnfatians ; who wouP re }n over the 
wholc extent of land that is surrounded 	by the, 
ocean ; who, mastr.nr of the universe, would restore 
the empire of the would to the senate ; and who, 
after living like a private citien to the age of an,  
hundred and twenty years, would (lie without an, 
heir. 	This absurd prediction, which Vopiscus 
himself laughs at, is a remarkable instance of the 
quackery of the interpreters of prodigies amoni;;; 
the Pagans. 

.  v. 	,1,09 P1 zebus, being acknowledged by Florianns's army 
„ii,:,tr,  
it, ,,,,,,,, 

as well as by his own, and 	having no lon,!2,-er any 
competitor,.now wanted only the cgniirmation of 

\VIM He- 
/0111101 	!:;.0 the senate, which lie applied for in IThrins equally 
Id' 	.‘ill' modest and submissive, without availing 	hinea‘if 
i .;,i,. 	ii,,,,,. of his strength, hilt on the emu r.kry respecting the 
ti—Li- authority or that august assembly even when he 

could have done ‘yithout it. 	I 	'dial! 	give Ili,: 1,1- 
tor a ,,  I find ii 	in Vopiscui. 	" Conscript fathers, 
'' !.aid  he,  nothing is more agree:1111e to iirder, 1 l coi 
t ,  \ vhat wa ,i, done last 	1 car,  when your clemency 

" !gay 0 
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" gave the universe a head, chosen from among 
" yourselves, who arc the heads of the whole 
" world ; who were so in your predecessors, and 
4‘  W110 W ill be so in your Erosterity. 	Would to the 
'' gods that Florianus had waited for your deci-. 
" sion, and had not arrogated to himself the em- 
" pire as by right of inheritance ! 	whether your 
" majesty had named him, or named another, your 
" will would have been a law to us.. But. under 
" the necessity of resisting an usurper, my army 
46  has conferred on me the title of Augustus ; and 
" the wisest among the soldiers have punished his 
" usurpation with death. 	To you it belongs to 
" judge whether I am worthy of the empire ; and 
" I beg of you to order in that respect whatever 
" your clemency may judge most proper." 	The 
stile of this letter, which I have taken care not to 
alter, is plainly that of tt dependant, and shews 
how mach it was a thing acknowledged, that the 
sovereignty resided essentially in the senate. . 

That. assembly being met, Prolms's letter was 
read, and the consul proposed deliberating upon 
it, calling Probus only by his name, without the 
addition of any title. 	We may easily imagine how 
the senators were inclined. 	A thousand accla- 
mations, fell of encomiums and ardent wishes, ra-
tified the choice of the army : after which Manli-
us Statianus, whose right it was to give his opi- 
Mon first,. made a long speech in praise of the 
prince elect, which he concluded with beseech-
ing the gods, that c‘ Probus might govern the re, 
public as well as he had fought for it, and wit 
voting him the dignities of Cicsar and Augustus, 
the l)roconsular command, the respectable title of 
lather of his country, the high-priesthood, the 
right of proposing three things to be considered. 
of by the senate, and the tribunitian power. 	I 
cutter into this detail purposely to chew how munch 

.2 	 the 
Impact quemadmodum militavit. 

   
  



21‘.! 	HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

the original principles of' government, and the very, 
forms established by Augustus the thunder of the 
monarchy of the Clusars, were still observed, not-.  
withstanding all the contitsitm that must have been 
occasioned by such numbers ansurpations, and so 
many tumultuous elections made by the armies. 

Ili:: deck- 	Probus restricted himself solely to the military ration,eon- 
firming 	command, and left the fUll and absolute achninis- 
''nlamPli- tration of all 	civil 	alThirs to 	the 	senate, 	whose tying  the 
,-10,t3,,r 	rights and privileges he 	not only confirmed, but  ' 
the senate. enlarged. 	By a declaration addressed to that as- 

sembly, he ordered that all appeals from the supe-
rior courts of justice throughout the whole empire 
should be to the senate. 	He likewise restored 
to the conscript fathers the prerogative of ap-
pointing the proconsuls of the provinces in the 1 
department of the people, and insisted that the 
civil magistrates even of those which were under' 
the immediate direction of the emperor, should!  
receive their powers and commissions from thc, 

'jr. 	,... 	senate. 	If', as M. de 'fillemont observes, he there- 
'''''''''1. 2.in exceeded the strict letter ()I! Augustus's insti- , 

tutions, he however kept to their true sense and 
meaning, which was, that the civil government of, 
the stme should belong to the senate, and the (H..' 
rection of the armies to the prince. 	For instead 
of there being,, as in the time of that first empc.' 
ror of the Romans, only one chief in each pro-
vinee, to whom all power, civil, and military, be-
longed, and who was at the same time both magi-
strate and general ; we Lind from history that the 
Proops now had every where their particular con)- 
minder, NI ned Dui', who was lint 	del/CH(13111. 011 
the governor of the province. 	Theteliire Pl'Ohlli 
did not lessen his own rights 	as generalissimo ; 	' 
I Iniii;!:Ii het': tended those of tlw sienatc, by grant - 
;it.!.  I() I Ica ilhtsti imp; body 	an 	inspection 	\One!' 
it never:  had I.. "iire over the provinces dependant 
ink I  lie*niperor. 

Tlii:i 
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This definition of the two kinds of power thus 
divided between the emperor and the senate, must 
not, however, be taken too literally. 	The empe- 
ror was head of the senate, and consequently in- 
flnenced its deliberations. 	But Probes, satisfied 
with being that head, was so fir from wanting to 
be its master, that reviving a custom which had 

--  been abolished, probably of late, he declared his 
Mention, that all his laws should be consecrated, 
or that is the historian's expression, by the de- 
•rees of the senate. 

The wholetenor of Probus's conduct was of a F,Iirt  le.7. 
A  

ice with tlik happy beginning of his goven- thi,„,r,... 
lent, in which lie only continued to 	tread flier 

flor iath he had first set out in : and accordingly we 3:1:1: p,  • 
find that all those who have spoken of him, either  I. 

.during his life or after his death, have taken care 
observe that the purity of his morals, and his 1. 

 riot probity rendered him completely worthy of 
lie name he bore. 	To those high qualities he • . 	. 

.i 
 °met' an elevated mind and great courage. 	In 
port, he was one of those very extraordinary men 

. 	vhose t ranscendant merit shines forth even in the I  dawn of life, and accompanies them to the grave. 
Ile was born at Sirmium 	in Pannonia, about Ttestinerl. 

the year of  Christ 232, towards the end of the '` bird,.""hi'lr 
r ri v:11  of Alexander .events. 	Ills mother is said  rut  NI. 

to have been 	of better 	family 	than 	his littlier4uP6..ri 
whom sonic distinguish no otherwise than by call- rid.  4,44/. 
ing him a lover of gardens. 	Others say that 	he 	- 
served in the artily, WaS made centurion, and ar_ 
terwards. Ibr his good behaviour, 	tribune. 	The 
name 4,1 Problis's Ittlivr was Masimus : 	he  was* 
nat k 14 or 1 MInvoia, and died in Egypt. 

l'ii,bus lil,mise embraeid the mulltary 	prolvs.lhgent- 
sioti, and 	!Living olktinguishod hill-N(41 herein by 1.4. ';r:",r}lit.' 
Iliti %link' and int('grit), as much as by 	his 	brar.w.0  426411 
4 TY, which Iv:" rvrY great, he was soon Mimi no.':1rt  Ii, 0 of by the emperor Valerian, who 10'01 anal  

esteennf 

   
  



2141 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS0,  

esteemed good men. 	That prince was so struc 
'with his merit, that he overlooked the laws in his 
favour,and made him tribune, contrary to Adrian's 
regulation, when he was scarcely 	twenty-two 
years old. 	In that station, Probus increased his 
former glory, and merited several times the mili-
tary rewards of crowns, gorgets, and bracelets. 
He obtained in particular the signal honour of a 
civic crown, by rescuing Valerius Flaccus, a re-
lation of the emperor, out of the hands of the Quadi. 
His merit intitling him to still higher promotion, 
Valerian gave him the command of the third le-
gion, at the head of which he himself had been 
placed, though not until his hairs were grown 
grey with age : a circumstance which he intimat-
ed to Probus in the letter by which he acquainted 
him with his preferment, beginning in the follow-
ing gracious expressions, so pleasing for a subject 
to receive from his sovereign : " Aly dear • Pro- 
" bus ; quick as my promotion of you may be, it 
" still is slow in comparison of your services." 

We are not told the particulars of Olthe personal 
acts of valour by which Probus gained the reputa-
tion of being the bravest officer in the Roman ar-
my, scaling the first of any of the walls of besieged 
places, forcing the lines of the enemy's camps, and 
killed with his own hand all that dared to cope 

r„, pre,. 
!,. 

with him in battle. He acquired honour even in 
single combats; and history mentions one Aradion 
in A frica, a man of great resolution and steady con-
rage, whom Probus fought, and kil l ed, and to whom 
he afterwards erected a fine monument, to hon-
our the valour of the enemy he had conquered. 

Having risen 1w degrees to the rank of com-
mander in chief, l'robus chewed hitn,elf as great 
a general as he had before been a brave officer. 

He. 

• Tics tutr geqtr, Pray caricsime, Mciunt ut & !wills  tit4 
tradere intljores exercitus * videnr, & cito tinuot triulttm. 

• 1 Lo word  (Jercitoy  pool Mean ht fC OP' v a  laey opr ,Th  and not 	olt 
army. 
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I-Ie was sent by Aurelian into Egypt, as I said 
before, to conquer that country back from Zeno-
bia's lieutenants, whilst the emperor himself car-
ried on the war in the East against that queen : 
and he acquitted himself or hi; commission to the 
satisfaction ofthe prince who employed him. His 
valour, however, carried him too far at first, and 
he narrowly escaped being taken prisoner, by ex- 
posing himself rashly. 	But he remembered his 
cult, avoiding doing the same again, and, after 
eating the Palinvrenes on more than one ocea-
on, made Egypt submit to Aurelian. 
It was probably a little betbre this exploit that 

I

i  

e subdued the :larmaridre '+' in All ilea, and that 
eing called to Carthage by a rebellion which 
ad broke out there, he restored peace and tran- . 

. 	quillity to that city. 
His merit in action  was not greater than in hisllise. 

behaviour towards the.soldiers. 	lie made them ri• 
love him by his ju.tice, without infringing 	11/1011wa 
or I ekxing the rigour of discipline. 	lint he was"' 
their avowed protector againn the vexations to 
which their °dicers often -ubj-cted them ; and he 
several time, appeased .1. trcLan, 'lk i:on they were 
in canter of feeling the etrects (It hi; tremendous 
wrath. He visited cvcry comp my, and examine( 
particularly whet her the clo.,Ithing of the men wa 
good. 	If ativ hos)tv was to he divided, 	Prolms, 
not only lust,  1)111 generous, ;ilways !oohed 	upou 
himself as one who Iii 	no concern 	in it; and, 
slighting ',itch things as were only rich and cwitly, 
lie contented himself with a few arms. 	Such was 
bis dkinttrustedncs:, that his troops were forced 

le day to use a 4ort of' violence to make him ac- 

'''.' 

1,t. ilf a horse, A% hick 11:1(1 heed taken 	from 	the 
lam, much like the horses of the present. 	Tar- 
r:., small and ill made, but swift, and 	so 	hide- 

fatigable 
l?' 	 i "Ilic Marioloitir occppicd oicemilary betweea 1.4,;pt 	on 

' c:Jyt, ;upl Cvc(ilTua on tlic wv,t, 
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It 

fatigable, that it would go ninety miles a (lay for 
eight days running. 	Probus, to excuse himself 

110 	 from receiving it, said at first that such a horse 
was fitter for one who intended to run away, than 
for a brave man : but he was at last forced to 

1111p, 	yield to the joint entreaties of his whole army. 
Such noble sentiments, and so proper an use of 

the military authority, were, one would think, the 
best of means to secure the affection ()Utile troops 
in favour of Probus. 	But on the other hand, he 
never flattered them. Indefatigably laborious him-
self, he kept them also constantly employed, say-
ing, that they ought not to eat the bread of the re- 

'r. 20, ipublic for nothing. When they were not actually 
engaged in war, he set them about public works, 
such as draining marshes. making roads, rendering 
rivers navigable, and building of bridges, temples, 
and porticos. . Such 	was his behaviour towards • 
them both when a private man and when emperor: 
and it succeeded for a long time. 	But at length 
the soldiers grew displeased at it : their love for 
him turned to hatred : and his endeavours to sur-
mount their invincible obstinacy cost him his life. 

61cf1^1"• 	This sketch of Probus's 	character chews that irquoo• „.„ 0,.,.n  nothing was wanting in him to form an accom- 
61' 1,6 '1 !'Y  pushed 	general : and 	accordingly 	he 	received ii•el,:,,- .,M  IIIII't  r  f rom all the princes under whom he 	served, 	the 
.1,,.~ h, 	most glorious testimonies of his merit and great 
?ervui. F„),. .,,  7. abilities. 	1 have already said what was the 	opi- 

nion  of Valerian, under whom he first appeared. 
Gallienus, though himself destitute of all virtue, 

P 	did nevertheless justice to 	that of Prolms, and 
declares in a letter of his which 	we 	have, 	that 
he looked upon 	that 	excellent 	officer as 	a se- 
eon(' father, who replaced Valerian, taken 	from 
him by the misfbrtunes of war. We know in gene- i  re)...  5. 
ral 	that. 	Claudius 	the 	Gothic 	esteemed 	and 

'  . 	employed 	Probus. 	Some 	have said 	that they 1101 	
were 	related. 	13ut 	independent 	of that 	con- 
sideration, his merit could not fiil to 'cc:oilmen(' 

him 
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ini strongly to so excellent a prince. 	Aurelian 
ave him the command of the bravest legions in 

tis armies, and nothing can 	he more honourable 

. 	tenth legion, which Claudius heretofore 	coin- 	

it'i' 

,  r more obliging than the following letter which 

' 

	PROBUS 

c wrote to hint on that occasion, " Aurelian Au-
gustus, to Probus. 	That you may know how 
much 1 esteem you, receive the command of the 

nntted to my care. 	This corps is fort [mate, and 
' 	seems to have the singular prerogative of being 

commanded bysuch only as are to be emperors." 
k' 

 hese last words shew 	plainly that 	Aurelian 

	

bought Probus worthy of the empire ; and as he 	' 
had no male children of his own, he perhaps in-
tended this as a previous step towards the farther 
design of making him his successor, if a violent. 
and sudden death had not set aside his measures. 
t therefore is not at. all improbable that 'facials 
ight propose him to the senate, when that as-
qubly met in order to chuse an emperor : and 
aving been chosen himself; he looked upon him 

his chief support. 	This he tells 	him 	in very 
romr terms in a letter by which he acquaints him 
it h liis being appointed 	commander of all 	the 
imps in the Last. 	" I have been created empe- 
ror, says he to him, by the senate, with the con- 
sent of the army. 	lint • you must know, that 
the republic rests much more upon your shoul- 
ders." 	1 n the same letter, Tacitus promises Min 

he consulship. 	So that when P 	was raised 
the supreme rank, he in a manner only took 

Thsession of what had been intended for him by 
vo preceding emperors: and nothin.,2; was either 
Iter or more just than the ea ,.:.ernes',. ()I' the army 
) elect him, and the readine-, of 1 L,, 	,mate 	to 
nuirin that election. 
The first 11,0 lie made of his authority, was billy mei, Pfli 

VellgC t h e (ICLIh of Aurelian and that,v1 Taci- P"''''.. h ,.  
l' 	plot 	1101 

t HS. till mut.- 

cienduni tibi c• r; 	tii,  V 	 -1.i.3 ranizis incubui: 	Ecropph- 
t ru. 
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zkurenin 	tus. 	There still remained some of the murderer :old  o('  Ta- cit ,,,,s ,, 	 ' 
p.,,d,,,,theconspiracy against his successor. 	Probus order 
!,1.!1;'1','1,.11.° 	ed them all to be put to death, but without intik!, 
,,,i,. 	Ling on 	them 	unnecesFary torments. 	1 canno 
1."2'  13* 	believe what Zosimus says of all these 	criminal 

being collected together under pretence of an en-
tertainment which the emperor was to give them. 
So timid an artifice seems to me unworthy of the 
character of so magnanimous a prince as Probus, 
or of one who could so easily make his orders to 
be obeyed. 	He pardoned those who had sided 
with Ilorianus, thinking their attachment to thc 
brother of their emperor very excusable. 

ik gi,,, 	The welfare of the state called 	Probes into 
ill') Gtittl, 
, .„i .1, ,„ Gaul, which, ever since 	the death 	of Aurelian, 
';',.+,•..- 	had been infested by incursions of the barbarians, 
; '1":",,:.:"`" Franks, Burgundians, Vandals, and other German 
1..T:11',13. nations, who, so far as we 	can 	find, met with no 

opposition. 	The co sequence of this was, that 
not satisfied 	with 	plundering the country, they 
seized upon towns and cities, and seemed to in- 
tend to fix their abode 	there, as they at last did 
in the filth 	century. 	Probus 	marched against 
them, and overthrew their hopes. 

It is not possible for us to give a particular ae• . 
count of all the exploits of this prince against the 
several German nations which he opposed. 	We 

	

,,,,, 	shall only observe that 	Zosimus mentions three 

	

. 	!)attics gained either by Probity; himself or by his. 
lieutenants: one over the Lyges or 1.vgiom; ; the 
second over the Franks ; and the third over thc 

opl milted forces of the Burgundiaw and Vandak, 
near the Rhine. 	But we shall 	not believe upon 
the credit of  that writer, that %%nen the 	Unmans 
were distressed for want of provi ,i4n, a 	r.hOwcr 
of' corn as well as water fell upon them, s.etlicient 
lo n,;;I:e bread for all their army. 

TI 
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- The p'eneral result of this war is not badly sw.n- n't• 
pied up by Vopiscus, when he says, that Prolms, 
'gaining a great number of battles, killed near four 
hundred thousand of the barbarians, rC• conquered 
sixty or seventy cities of ‘‘ hich they had possessed 

; took back grcat part of' their booty, 
W

hemselves 
Wnd  after driving them entirely out of Gaul, pass-

ed the Rhine, and obliged the shattered remains 
of their armies to retire beyond the Necker and 
the Elbe; 	that over-running all the country ho- 

WeCn the Rhine and those two rivers, he retali-
ated their ravages upon them, and took as great 
a booty as they had done in Gaul ; 	that this last 
part of his expedition was likewise attended with 
prodigious slaughter of the barbarians, for each of 
whose heads, that was broio 	to him, he paid a 
piece of gold ; that these haughty enemies, deso-
lated by a war which ruined their country, resol-
vcd to submit ; and that nine of their kings went 1- 

:eseeching him to grant them peace. 
. 

	

	

o the emperor and threw themselves at his feet, 

Probes would have been glad to disarm them 
which in filet was the only way to keep those \ war- 
like and restless nations 	quiet. 	But he was sen- 
,.ible at the same time that, he never should obtain 
their voluntary acceptance of so hunnliating a con-
dition ; that nothing but three could bring them 
to it, and that the war must consequently be con-
tinued until all Germany should be reduced to a 
Roman pros ince, in which 	it 	would still be 1)0.. 
Pessary to leave a very great number of' troops to 
•ecure the obedience of so vast a country. 	l'his 
project being, therefOre impr'actieable, Prohns con-
tented himself' with what was poy:ihk. 

lie required oi• the barbarians 11:at they  ;•,hoidd 
ITSture whalCVertill'y hadl'enlainin ,_; 01. 1he 1/11111der 
fir Gaul ; and made them deliver up to hini flume-
thatelyolouhtic,,s bv way ofindemnilication (Or the 
l'NpcnceN 01 the war, their corn and cattle,in wine» 
,Ill thuir riches  con.,,:;ftd, and of w li IA he impo.:ed 

upon 
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upon them an annual tribute. 	He took hostages 
for the performance of these conditions ; and some 
of them having failed to fulfil their engagements 
in respect of the plunder, by keeping back part of 
it, he punished them severely for so doing, with 
the consent even of their kings. 	Lastly, he or- 
dered the Germans to furnish him with sixteen.  
thousand men, chosen from among their bravest 
andmost robust youths, to serve in the Roman 
armies. 	These he took care afterwards to part, 
by distributing them in different provinces, and 
inrolling them 	in 	different corps, so that there 
were seldom above fifty or sixty of them together. 
" It is right, said he, to draw assistance from the 
" barbarians, provided that assistance be felt, but 
" not perceived." 	A wise maxim, which, had it 
been well attended to, would have saved the em-
pire many misfortunes. 

By this peace, the conditions of which were so 
hard, Probus weakened and impoverished the Ger-, 
man nations to a great degree : and accordingly,1 
in his letter to the senate, he said : " We have left  1 
" the vanquished barbarians only the bare soil of i 
" their lands. 	All that they possess now is ours. 
" The fields of Gaul are plowed by German oxen :  ! 
" their flocks feed us : their studs furnish us with  1 
" horses for mounting our cavalry : our granaries 
" are full of their corn." 	And as a final precau- 
tion to keep things in 	the situation 	he had putt. 
them, he formed camps and built castles in the  . 
very country of time barbarians all along the R o-  ' 
man frontier, and left there some of his brave. 
troops, to whom he assigned lands, houses, grana.... 
vies, and provisions of a!l kinds, that they nii!da 
not want fir any thing, but be always read 	in- 
stantly to quash any riing commotion. 

y,,. Our authors do not. say whatnumber of pril 
"'Ht. Prolms took in this war : 	but it miht have been 
4., vcr.) great. 	Zosimus infOrms us that. they were all 
/.•,,- 	r 	i sent into  1.31  itain, and settled there. 	Some of them. 

xV  C re, 

   
  



I

Boox XXVII.] 	PROBUS. 	 2.21 

ere Vandals, from whom Wandlesbury,near Cog-
lagog-hills, in Cambridgeshire, is supposed to 

,iave received its name. 	But the greatest part 
-  vere probably Saxons, if, as one of the learned 
if this age conjectures, it was from them that part 
I the coast of this island was called the Saxon. 
oast, by which name it was distinguished in the 
mirth century. 

,' 	This great and rapid success (for Probus cannot mod ea 
well have been: employed above a year in this glo-a;.'d:% 
• 'ions expedition) did not in the least swell the con- offith let. 
queror with pride. 	His language, in his letter  

i 
 toter t'' th" 

the senate of which I have just quoted a part, stfnme.  

says he, I thank the immortal gods, for that 

lif

iodest, and even religious. " Conscript fathers ', 

they have confirmed your opinion of me by the 
" event. 	Gaul is delivered, and Germany sub- 
" clued. Nine kings have thrown themselves at my 
.‘ feet, or rather at yours. 	Order, therefore, so- 

lemn thanksgivings to the gods." 	He then 
entions the crowns of gold which the cities of 
aul had presented to him in acknowledgment of 

heir delivery, and desires the senate to consecrate 
hem to Jupiter and the other gods and goddesses. 

Probus was consul the vcar that he pacified Gaul, A. n. lots.
iv the expulsion of the Germans. 	He had take 1  4ll  m " P  h"t• 
lie consulship on the first of January next en- 
fling, after his accession to the throne, according 
o the usual custom of the emperors. 	The Fasti 
nfbrms Its that this was his first consulship : and 
onsequently, that which Taeitus had promised 
iiin at the time of his appointing him commander 
n the East, did not take place ; though we know 
of 10r what reason. 
The next year Probus, being consul for the se. lle rwiti, 

and 	time, 	bent 	his 	march 	towards 	Illyricum, ily1;.V,;',Z 11-  
tintiltme. inch was harrassed by the Sarmatians and other 	I 

peopl e  A. ie: 1!4:  

.ii me  jii- * Ago Dii.i untuiprtalibuc gratias, P. C. quilt le-tris ; 
wculidimo. 
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people bordering upon the Danube. 	lie passed 
through Rha‘tia, and restored the peace'of that 
country, which had probably lx. en disturbed by 
the same enemies who had molested.  Gaul. 	In  11- 
lvi icum, he took back, without scarcely drawing 
a sword, all the plunder which the barbarians had 
possessed themselves of; and drove them from that 
country. 	Victory followed him every ,,v1;cre. 	The 
various people of the Gothic nation, awed by the 
terror of his name, submitted immediately upon 
his arrival in Thrace. 	But in Asii. Minor the Isau- 
rians were more obAinate. 

over 
Asia  
He ercissea 

Ham 
mi. 

I have spoken elsewhere of these banditti, whom 
the nature of their country rendered robbers by 

' 	nor, and profession; and whose chief was bold enough to 
• niarchr,i 

„ i,„i„,,t, 
the Isati- 

act up fOr emperor under liallienus. 	That tyrant; 
whom we have r:Iready taken notice of, and whose 

:'  rim. name was Trebellianus, perished in his ro..di under-. 
taking. 	But the nation was not subdued: and 
the 	Roman arms 	ha‘ing, tuoin that 	tall(', Iwo,' 
constantly  ” employed against more dangerou-; 
and more pressing enemies, the Isancians conti-
nued their plunders and piracies W ith impunity. 
and ovcr-ran all Pamphylia and Lycia. 	Probes, 
having pacified the West, and being ready to march 
into the East to make his name and arm, be re• 
spt'ctcd there, resolved 	to tak 2 	in his way thi ! 
nation of robber,, which bid defiance to the power 
of the empire in the middle of which it wa 	sallil. 
tcd, and either to snIninc or destroy it. 

• 

Vopiscus mentions a Vallurius as chief of the 
Isatirians, and Zosimus speaks of a Lydius, who 
held that rank. 	Are they ,two different men, or 

two 

* Tro.,eniu,.,  in the i.hort I.i,tory he has Icil us of the tyran,. 
Qr INiniwr  Treliellianus, says'that Claudius II. made war upon 
the 1-mirians. 	lint that prince hail 	enoinit to (hi avain,t 	tin! 
Goths, 	during hi, 	x cry stuni, re i!rn  ; 	Cor which 	re.i.on 	I 	and 
quite of taSillibOn'S Or ilifIll, ldiVUle C)iilkti that Tr, bCiliiii  h,,,, 
wiutukingly  applied to Claudius what Wong, to l'rubir•.•. 
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two names of the same man ? The quest ion is dif- 
ficult, but of very little importance. 	I shall fol- 
low Zosimus,' who gives us the best and fullest ac-
count of this affair. 

f.•• 	3 

Lydius, upon the approach of the Roman troops 'rt,, s. .f., 
that were advancing against him, being sensible"' Y:1' 
that he could not pretend to keep the field, shut 
himself up in the city of Cremna, whose name 
denotes its situation'`. 	It was built upon a high 
rock, the ascent of which, naturally steep, had 
rendered still more difficult by art. 	Probes hav- 
ing ordered one of his lieutenants to besiege the 
place, and not to leave it 	until he had taken it, 
Lydius defended himself like a brave and intelli- 
vitt man. 	It is pity that those valuable qualities 
were dishonoured in him by deeds of shockiu 
cruelty. 

He had men enough under him, but he feared 
his provisions might fall short. 	To prevent this, 
he ordered a great number of houses to be pulled 
down, and the ground on which they stood to be 
plowed, and sowed with corn. lle then turned out 
the its( less inhabitants ; and upon 	the besiegers 
refusing to receive them, 	he caused them 	all, 
men, women, and children, to be thrown down 
headlong into the bogs that surrounded the city. 
Ile likewise dug a mine, which, after passing un-
der the outmost lines of the Romans, opened bi 
the country beyond them ; and through that he 
sent out parties who seized and brought in all the 
corn and tattle they could find, and thereby fa- 
cilitated 	the 	lubsistance 	of the 	garrison. 	Ilti 
tin:,  reSOUree being at last cut off by the Romans, 
who discovered the artifice, be resolved upon a 
still-. farther diminution of those he had 	to feed. 
by keeping with him none but men detcrieined 
never to 	sorrender, and putting all the rest 	to 
the sword ; 10 NVIIICII 	he added 	the farther pre- 
caution of reducing his surviving companions to 

sl a t .., I 
I F. — 	in Creek. ',iiolifici 3 1,recpi,  c 
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stated allowances of bread and wine. 	With these, 
his  resolution was fixed to bury himself under the 
ruins of the place. 	But death, which an rif..tion 
equally imprudent and inhuman drew upon him, 
put an end to the resistance of the besieg,..‘d, and 
rendered the .Romans conquerors. 

• One of his archers, famous for always hitting hi.: 
mark, being ordered by him to shoot at a particu-
lar person whom he pointed out among the be- 

' sicgers, missed his aim, 	either accidental, or on 
purpose. 	Ly(liuIs, flying into a violent passion, 
ordered him to be whipped cruelly, and even 
threatened him with death. 	The archer, highly 
provoked and terrified, tbund 'means to escape to 
the Romans ; and being carried to their general, 
lie shewed him a small oponing in the walls of 
the city, through which Lepidus used to observe 
what was doing in the camp ; and promis.NI to kill 
hiin the first time he should perceive him there. 
His of 	was accepted, and he soon kept his word. 
Lydins, looking out at the hole which the archer 
knew, received his death's 	woimil from 	a well 
aimed arrow : but before he expired, lie sent as 
his 	fore-runners 	to 	the 	infcrnal 	regions, 	those 
whose courage he tnistruited, and with his dying 
words exhorted the rest never to surrender. Their 

' resolution, however, or 	rather 	their 	obstinacy, 
ceased with him, and they opened their gates to 
the Romans. 

Prolms took all poisilde means to clear Isauria 
,,;(7,,'14  from this race of banditti who had domineered in 
bib,  to it for several ages. 	l le visited all their ibrtresses, 
r l•, u- „,. ",.. strong holds, and lurking places, and was convin- 

ccd that it was much easier to prevent I heir return- 
ing to them, than to drive them out. 	Ile tl- ere- 
fore settled there a proper number of old soldiers 
who had srrved their limited time, rind appointed 
them proprietaries ofthe castles and lands, on con-
dition that !heir male children should be obliged 10 

inlist 
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.  list in the armies before the age of eighteen ; 

h 	

PROBUS. 

st, tempted by the situation of the place, they 
ould imitate I he lawless example of its former 

inhabitants. 	But notwithstanding these precau-
tions, the country was again peopled with rob- 
bers, who, as I observed before, gave no small 
•ouble to some of the succeeding emperors. 
Probus marched afterwards towards the cast, to He repo.. 

ccure the frontiers in those parts against the Per-Mt 
sians, who had probably 	made some incursions myci. and 
into the Roman territories : and at the same time,'1;:,i'd.„,u." 
being informed that the Blemmyes struck a ter- i.,,p. Pr, 
ror upon all the south of Egypt, and had possess-z°'• 

-  ed themselves of the cities of ('optos • and Ptole-
mis, he directed one of his lieutenants to pacify 

11'1  hat country. 	The two cities were re-comp tered, 
and the Memmyes themselves repulsed and sub- 
dued. 	Great numbers of them were taken pri- 
soners and sent to Rome, where, says the histo-
rian, they occasioned wonder and astonishment 
by their extraordinary figure: and well indeed they 
might, if what has been said  , 1I  I h e m were true; 
that they had no head, but had their month and 
eyes in their breast. 	But this absurd ftble wants 	Pi. v 
no refutation. • Perhaps they had very short necks 
and high shoulders. 	However, the Meninges 
could not well be quite unknown at Rome in the 
time of Probus, sonic of them having appeared 
there before ill Aurelian's triumph. 

This victory over the Blemmyes was looked up- ne twat-
on as a great thing, and added to the terror which ;L:7.,:i.,:a. 
the approach of   Probes at t he head ()fan arinv had p•in 
before occasioned among the Persians. Their king,';  
Vararanes .11 I., to divert the impending storm, sent . 

ambassa. 

• Theme eities were situated 	an 	Thebnis or tapper 	Egypt, 
upon, the Nile. 	Front the Offille ilr 	(  'Opio.i  it AlipporO'll 
that  Or  Cop I h.v, by whirh the ('hritiiin.4 of Eg)pt, w 
the dpiniom, of Etityches, arc diqingusited. 

	

f Vopisetis calls this king Narmes. 	[hut 	Tilleinont , a 
Iii 
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ambassadors, who lbund the Roman emperor al-
ready encamped on some of the mountains of Ar-
menia, from whence he could descry their coun- 
try. 	'Ile audience* 	which he gave them is ex- 
tremely singular, and revives the examples of the' .  
simplicity, strict frugality, and high courage of 
the Curii and Fabrien. 

rb
d

i;tness
ii. 

 Ilaying reached the summit of the hills, he or- an;;  u'j 
h" 1!,113vi- 

dered his army to halt and 	refresh themselves, 
without sparing their provisions, because the ter- 
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fit 	them with 	plenty of all thing:1: 	and he 
himself sat down upon the grass to eat his own 

dors. dinner, which consisted of a mess of pease-soup 
with a few bits of pickled pork. 	At that very 
instant, word was brought him that the ambassa-
dors oldie king of Persia were arrived, and he 
immediately ordered them to be brought to him. 
This was a first subject of surprise to these fo-
reigners, who, accustomed to the pompous eere- 

• monials of their own prince's court, had imagined 
that they must wait a great while for an audience 
of the Homan emperor, and that they could not 
be admitted to it until after they had appeared 
before his ministers, to whom aim?' they supposed 
that they should want introductors. 	Their won- 
der increased still more when they saw Prolms in 
the 	ittiation I have just described, with a 	plain 
purple clock over his shoulders, and 	a cap upon 
his head. 	But with 	this plain outside, he spoke 
to them in a stile which made them tremble. 	Ile 
told them, that he was the ealperor, and that he 
charged them to tell theirmaster,that ilhe did not, 

before 

Ili. fifth note upon Probth!, proves that to be a mistake, and 
kihewr that it was Vararanes II. who then reigned in Per ia. 

• 5t ni-sitis, Crow whom we have the itecoont of this audi- 
ence, a.tta tlics it to Cat Mutt. 	But that is plainly an error.. 	and 
\I. de Tilicmont, agreetuir thurein with F. l'etavito, very jwit-
ly think ,. an action of Nil kind much more suitable to the char- 
. i, i't' 1' 	VI. 	P  I'  01,  U.S, 
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efore the end of that day, set about repairing the 
rouge he had done the Romans ; he should see, 
etbre the end of the month, all 	the land in his 
ingdom laid as bare as Probus's head : 	which, 
tilling off his cap, he thereupon skewed them, 
ontpletely bald. 	He added, that if they wanted 

cat, they might sit down with him : if not, that 
e desired them to leave the camp directly, their 
ommission being executed. 

I know not whether it be to this embassy, or to ili,b,„,0,. 
nother from the same king of Persia, that we tti,,.,,InT• L. 
tight to ascribe what I am now going to mention v,„1,... 	11‘.  
pun the authority of Vopiscus. 	Vararanes had 
it presents to Probus. 	Probus rejected them, 

and answered him by a letter couched in the fol. 
,r 	 r,  lowin 	terms : 	" I wonder at your sending me t-, 	 r.,  

" so small a part of what will all soon be ours. 
" Keep what you have. 	We know how to get it 
' whenever we please." 111. 
 The haughtiness of this letter is of a piece with Pcrd cw'• 

all the rest of Probus's conduct. 	Vararanes wasi N.,„„ 
frightened at it : 	and, it' wo Itelieve Synesius, he r-/,  
went himself to the Itoman enqteror to negotiate 

treaty with 	hint. 	What 	is certain, is that no 
Ostilities took place, and that a peace was agreed 0  On. 	We know not what were the conditions of 

it, any farther than they were such as 	Probus 
thought fit to dictate. 	At the same time he did 
not give tip his design of making war upon the 
Persians, but only deferred it ; 	other ati:iirs then 

-_equiring his immediate presence elsewhere. 
These were occasioned by two sorts of  VIICIII  le 	neho:1,1 

le harbariaus of  the North, and  sc% real ru ht Ilimi,:;,'  ti,.:::.1:—  
• bjects. 	Ile barbarians, Germans, Sarmatians,:d.,,, - 
cythians, Goths, were conquered. 	But Probes"""''" 7' 
as too well acquainted with their temper, to think i :,,I,.,, ,,, 
cy would ever remain 	quiet, until 	they should ','; ,:;',',",,y 
disabled  from stirring: and theretore he resolv. tip. ,,,,. 

I

.  
I t‘o transplant great numbers of them into the r'''' 

tertiturie$ '''.1'. 
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territories of the empire. 	Upon 	his arrival in 
Thrace, he settled there an hundred thousand 
Bastarni, a Scythian people, mentioned in the Ro-
man history so early as in the time of Philip and 
Perseus kings of Macedon. 	This colony succeed- 
ed : the Bastarni being probably somewhat more 

. 	civilized than the other nations of the same ori- 
gin. 	They complied with the Roman customs 
and laws, grew used to them, and became faithful 
subjects. 	But the Gepidi, the Vandals, and the 
Franks, did not prove so tractable. 	All the colo- 
nies of these last people, which he transplanted 
into different parts, revolted, committed great dis-
orders by sea and land, and exercised both his 
vigilance and activity. 	Some of them were con- 
quered by him and cut to pieces in different skir-
mishes and battles; and the rest returned to their 
own countries. 

1.1,,(iim, 	We may judge of the prodigious attachment of 
1
.",i .h iiiia

.•,•. . i  t hese barbarians to their liberty, and of 	their in- . 	- 	•  
or FrAnk .. Credible boldness, by the example of an handful 
''i'•) '"'of Franks who had been transported into Pontus. 
Af.,,:,,,. 	Seizing a few ships, they set sail with them, traver- :  sed the Bosphorus of Thrace, the Propontis, the 

Ilellespont,and entering into the Egean sea, ra-
vaged the coasts of Asia and (;reeve on their right 
hand and their left ; 	then 	landed 	in 	Sicily, and 
plundered the famous city or Sy raCUSC ; and Irina 
thence proceeded towards Africa, where they met 
with it check near Carthage, from whence a squa- 
dron was sent out against them. 	But still, with- 
out being discouraged, they continued their voy- 
age tow.ads the Streightq, 	making 	frequent de- 
scents in order to get provi ions. 	In this manner 
t licy reached the ocean, doubled Spain, and kept 
alon:r the coast of Gaul, until they 	came to the 
mouth ui the 1111111e, where they landed and got 
sale back to their own country. 

However, if Pt ohlW4 wimthmi could not soften 
time savage disposition and roughness of the barba- 

rians 

   
  



ROOK XXVII.] 	PROBUS. 	 ‘2::9 

rians, so far as to make them live quietly under 
the immediate jurisdiction of the Romans; at least 
the terror of his name kept them in such awe, that 
the frontiers of the empire were not molested. 

Within it, as I observed before, he was exposed 'kiwis , 
to several rebellions. 	History names three rebels, uwil, -Z,,in,t, 
the exact dates of whose enterprises are not fixed. Prow, 
I shall therelbre speak of them one after the other. 

Saturninus, by birth 	a 	Gaul, or, according to saturninip. 
Zosinms, a moor, rebelled against Probes in the b,o  ]east. 

the stu- 	s.,y.1 cast. 	e was a man of merit, and joined 	
i 

H 
dy of eloquence to the profession of arms, in'i",,c".z  
which last he distinguished himself greatly in se- 
veral commands in Gaul, Africa, and Spain. 	Au- 
relian, who held him in high esteem, trusted him 
with thel 	important care of guarding the frontier 
of the cast : but knowing at the same time his le-
vity and ambition, he expressly Ibrbid him eve • 
to enter Egypt, lest the restless and flighty tern 
per of the Egyptians, meeting with too similar a 
disposition in this general, should produce some 
fatal effect, and make him deo.irt 	Ii•oin 	his dntv. 
The event proved the justness of Aurelian's pre- 
caution. 	For, under the reign of Probes, who 
probably had taken off his predecessor's prohibi-
tion, Saturninus going to Alexandria, the people 
of that city, who had not been used to see a ny 
thing higher than a pl.:elect, were so struck with 
the pomp and splendour of a general, decorated 
with the most eminent titles, 	that they immedi- 
ately proclaimed him Augustus. 

Saturn inns 	beh t% ell 	vets' 	prudently 	at 	first. 
"Without accepling of the fionoto thus 	tumult it. 
ously decreed him, lie hastened out of Ale \midriff, 
anti retired into Palestine. 	Hut there, reflecting 
on what had happened, and imagining that it 
Would be no longer sal'e fin.  hint to continuo in a 
private station, he asAnned die 	purple, and was 
tick now ledged, or to use the original tern), wor. 
..liipped by the soldiers under his command. 	This  

worshie 
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worship consisted in kissing the hem of the put--
ple robe whi0 the prince had on ; and this is the 
first time I find that expression 	in the history of 
the Roman eni.)erors. 

We are told that Saturninus shed tears during 
the ceremony of his inauguration, and that fore-
seeing the catastrophe it would end in, he said, 
" The republic loses this day a necessary subject, 
" if I may be allowed to say so. 	I have done my 
" country great services. 	But what have I reaped 
" by them ? The step which I now take, ruins all 
" my past actions." 	Those about him, exhorted 
him to take courage, and hope for better things : 
but he would not hear them. 	" 1 know, said he to 
" them, what arc the general dangers attendant on 
" the first rank. 	But here the 	case is infinitely 
" more terrifying. 	By declaring myself the rival 
" of Probus, whose lieutenant I am, and ought to 
" think myself honoured in so being, and who is 
" deservedly beloved by all, I rush ilium inevitable 
" death. 	If any thing comforts me, it. is that 	I 
" shall not perish alone." 	This is quite the lan- 
guage of a man unsettled, wav,..ring in his own 
mind, fluctuating. between 	contra' v 	sentiments, 
who Yields to the 	strongest impression without' 
:At ifling the other, and who knows not how to be-
either quite virtuous, or (wife wicked. 

Ile jialged wrong- of Probus, when he thought 
that he would be inexorable towards him. 	Probus 
loved him, and was  so  far from beinq inclined to 
harbour the lca,t unfavourable opinion of him,thal , 
if we believe Zonaras, he ordered the messenger 
who firs, brought him the news of Saturninus's re-
volt. to be put to ile::t ii, as a caliminiator: and even 
when he could no h.iger possibly doubt olthe faet, 
hi,  wrote several lvt tvrs to the rebel, promising hint 
his pardon. 	1)iIt till' soldiers,  who were accomplices 
in the crime, would 	Pot !oiticr their chief to rely 
on the enlperOr'S WOId. 	:buns%Vele of course re- 
7111 ft:(1 lo. 	Those or the eastern troops  Nrhich re- 

in:killed 
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nained faithful to Prohus fbught the rebels se- 
oral times, and at last reduced Saturninus to the 
necessity of shutting himself up in the castle of 
Ipanea, where he was taken, and killed by the 
onquerors, without Probus's order, and, some 
ay, contrary to his intentions.

Eusebius, in his chronicle, says that Saturninus 
egan to build a new Antioch, sonic time befiire 

tis rebellion. 	But 	he 	tells 	us nothing farther 
oneerning it. 
Two other usurpers, more strietlysuch, and at 

Jte same time more determined, rose up in Gaul 
ne after the other. 	These wt re Proculus and 
onosus. 
Proculus was a native of Albenga in Liguria ; Procidum in 

orn of parents who held a considerable rank 	in (i;nrul.proip. 
hat country, and from whom he had inherited an 04..s. Pro'. 
nelination to the trade of a free-booter, by which 
e amassed great riches. 	He served in the lo-
an armies, and distinguished himself by his con- 

-age : though we do not find that he ever rose to 
higher command than that IT tribune. 	Ile was 
man of no morals ; but on the contrary, prided 
imself upon his leats of dehaucherv. 
lie seems to have apprehended 	Probtis's dis- 

Jeasure on account of his dissolute courses, so re- 
Lurnant to the strict discipline which that prince rs 

required : and at 	the same time the peopb,  of 
Lyon, who had been seN (Illy treated by Anrulia n, 
feariii:!,-, history says not hir what reason, the same 
igour Iioin the present emperor, exhortyd 	Pro- 

i lio, to revolt, and put 	himself at 	the 	head 	lit' 
'aid. 	To those motives were added the r oilw.t .  I s 

his wile, :1 woman of dating spii it and Nast a111 
Ilion. ion. 	Ills resolution and measures beinv; taken, 
le plot broke out at 	rologni, 	at 	an 	entert;iiti- 
ent, w lime Proculus, having Nvon len unit'; 1'un- 
•11,p; al 	pldy, Av.is proclaimed Atignsips by a In11.  
ton, m ho threw a purple rube over 1114 ••Iiinildris, 

.0,1 
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and worshipped him. 	The guests, who had un-' 
donbtedly been warned of what\.•as to happen, 
took this pretended jest seriously. 	The troops in 
and about the city followed their example, and 
the rebellion spread all over Gaul, and reached.  
even Spain and Britain, which were then consi- 
dered as dependant on it. 	Proculus wanted also 
to engage the barbarians bordering upon the 
Rhine. 	But they remained faithful to Probus, 
and even assisted him in the war he was obliged.. 
to make against this rebel. 

We know very little of the particulars of this 
war. 	Vopiscus only tells us, that Proculus beat 
the Alamanni, whose alliance he had not bean able 
to obtain : but that he could not resist Probus, 
who put him to flight, and kneed him to sea for 

110 
 

shelter among the Franks, from whom he pre- 
tended to derive his origin : 	that the 	Franks, 
whom Vopiscus reproaches, I think improperly 
on this occasion, with making light of their wor 
and oaths, delivered up to Probus, whose allti  
they were, a rebellious subject ; and that Prom- 
lus, thus fallen into 	the hands of his justly 	in- 
censed prince, suffered thc punishment due 
his crime, and was put to death. 

Pm: He had a son called Herennianus, then an 
feint, whom he intended to declare emperor 
soon as he should be five years old. 	It was p 
bably his posterity bv his son which subsisted at 
Albenga, in an honourable but private station ; 
equally averse to .dl rash 	projects 	of grandeur,' 
and to an thoughts of becoming banditti. 

The Cite of Proculns was not a warning to Bo-- 

1

n r‘‘III  . v,,, 	,„ a  
, 

11o4115, NVIIII, trt'adillg ill his step., met with a snui- 
lar end. 	1 le had acquired a considerable fOrtune : 
greater than his hurt h entitled him to. 	His ances. 

• lion. tors were Britons : 	lint 	lie 	lihnNell was horn 	in. 
Spain, of a. Gaulish mother. 	IIis lather's prof 
'.loll, according to his own account, was that 0 

rhetw iciall L 
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rhetorician ; but according to others he kept a 
ittle grammar-school. 	He lost that lather when 
le was but an infant, and was brought up by his 
mther, who wanted hitn to apply to study. 	But 
iis taste being for war, he entered into the army, 
nd after obtaining first what we should call a " 
revet of captain, he rose afterwards to the rank 
f f tribune, and at last to that of commander in 
hief of the troops that guarded the frontier of 
thirtia. 

He had the singular talent of being able to 
rink as much as he pleased, without ever being 
i the least affected by the liquor ; which 	made 
titelian say of him, playing upon the words vi-

ere and Giber-, that he was not born to lire, but 
drink. 	That emperor made excellent use of 

he strength of 13onosus's head, by setting him to 
rink with the ambassadors of the barbarians un-
it he made them drunk and got all their secrets 
ut of them : and with the same xiow he made 
inn marry a prisoner of the royal blood or Ow 

,;oohs, whose virtue and merit were equal to her 
irth, and who, being oil these account.; 	highly 

respected in her own country, procured her hus-
band correspondencei and connections there,  bli 
warts of which he learned many thinks of  con,;e7 
nence for the emperor to know. 	

,. 

Under Probus, Bono;us commanded the little 
ect which the Romans kept upon the Rhine, and 
Inch, probably through his negligence, the Ger- 
uuis set tire to, and burnt. 	The fear of being 
uushed made him have recourse to the then 

1

t 

 

!minion resource (II the great officers of the ar- 
. 	ies ; 	that of declaring 	himself emperor. 
fbrccs must hat e been considerable, since it 
not without difficulty that Profit's conquered ht 

Ilii 
. 	:  • Tilt• original i Npre.,,iou 	is 	inter rord,,,,,,,4,. 	Thor 	wh, I 
v.ere thrli uallel o'rdiiitirli were, :according 	to 	sahiusiii,, 	nib- 
cern who lis,i1 the rank of captains, without 	iii, % iiu. 	the :tettud 
vidutwouil of it employ, 	 ...i 
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rut he at last defeated him so eomplctcly, that .  
Bonosus, in despair, fled to Cologne, where he 
hanged himself: upon which occasion another, 
but more ill-natured joke was passed upon him, 
by saying, there hangs a pitcher, and not a man ; 
alluding to the great quantity of wine he used to 
drink. 	The conqueror, moderate and clement,  • 
did not extend his vengeance to the rebel's fa-
mily, but let his two sons live, treated his widow 
with great distinction, and continued her pen-
sion filini the imperial treasury. 

Nn ticur- 	Zositnus and Zonaras mentions a fourth rebel- 
''. ill Bri- lion, in Britain, but without naming the persoti 
zo, zwi. who was at the head ()fit. They only say that it. 

was the commander of the island, and that he had.  
obtained his employment through the interest of 
l'ictorinus, a Moor ; who, upon Probus's Com-
plaining to him of this revolt, thinking that treach—
ery might lawfully be employed against a traitor, 
left the court unaer pretence of some disgust 
:Ind went over into Britain, as if to seek an 	a 
lum with, his friend. 	He was received with op 
:Arms, and taking advantage of the usurper's secu-
rity, found means to assassinate him in the night, 
%nd then returned to Probes. 	We arc not told 
NOhat, the emperor thought of this action, useful, 
his interest, hut very contrary to all his prineipt 

•••:,,diti ,,, •,. 	Even the very gladiators cut out work for Pro. 
..1 , -1. 4  bus. 	Eighty ol.  I hose miscreants, 	having 	killed "t.ti,my. 

their keepers, and 	made their escape front the 
school, as it was called, in which they were kept 
and t rained up, infested the whole neighbourhood 
of IZoine, plundering and ravaging 	every thing. 
t hat  tell in their way. Their surces brought ot tient 
4)1' tImir companions to them, and their immbor 
tnerel .t.t1 to such a degree, that the emperor 
obliged to send troops to disi wrsc and destroy thet 

1., .1-.,, ... 	It H :tiler Prolurs's wars againA-  the enemies a.. 
....'-i'''. 	broad, and the rebels who startud lip at home, that 

Vopi , k ,us places his triumph ; a ceremony which 
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. 	• 
in effect required, and supposes an interval of 
tranquillity. This, prince triumphed over the Gel--
vans and the Blcmmyes, nations whose distance 
rom north to south is immense, and gives a vast 
lea of the Roman grandeur. 	Though this tri-
mph is distinguished by the names of those two 

I eople only, Probus had conquered several others, 
if which great numbers divided into companies 
. 'fifty men, were led prisoners betbre his chariot. . 

On this occasion he distributed, according to Ta,'.4o4"d 
ustom, largesses to the soldiers and people, and om  gl(Vil 

;aye  games and shews, fights of wild beasts and ""°• 

ombats of three hundred couple of gladiators, 
loosen from among the prisoners he had led in 
iumph, Blemmye,, Germans, Sarmatians, and 

saurians. 	lie likewise treated the people with 
unting in the circus, the preparations fbr which 
re described by \'opiscus. . 

	

Great trees, taken up with 	their roots, were 
onveye(1 unto the circus by soldiers, and fixed 
p light, as Willey grew there, in 	such 	numbers 
s to tbrm a tine tbrest. 	Into 	this 	were 	turned 

loose all sorts of animals that delight 	ill 	woods, 
without being either iniscfnievous or carnivorous, 

tell as, a thousand ostriches, a thousand stags, a 
thim,:oal boars, lawns,roednicksonountain-goats, 
and in short every kind or  large game that could 
be lonnd. The people were then allowed to limit 
theni, and every man 	had leave to carry away 
what he catehed. 	Frivolous as these things may 
seem, and c\orhitant as their expellee  11111st have 
itecll, the (.1111)(1'01'S Wel C Wider an 	indispensible 
nocessity of complying with them, if' they desired 
to sal kly the people of home, who had 	no lon- 
gei' any of thcir ancient rights 	lot, 	but 	that. 	of 
being amused by their masters. 

hobos conlerrcd a more solid and more lasting 11, 1 . ,,,t ,  
benefit upon the 	provinces of the cull tire, by 	re.; ',.:„',!1",',' 
pealing Doinitian's prohibition against the plant, (•,,,, i. 
PP? ol % Olt's, 	l le pei milted them to Ili' phut cd by '''!''''". mid •  

the l',, I, 
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.1,1'. • na. blcr- 
gas. 

the Gauls, the Spaniards, and the Pannonians 
so that the wines of Burgundy and Champagne 
in France, and those of Tokay in Hungary, owe 
their existence to him : and I should wonder at 
this prince's not having been celebrated by topers 
as a second Bacchus, it the votaries of the bottle 
were men of learning. 	He himself took care to 
make his soldiers plant vines upon mount Alma, 
near his native city Sirmium, and also upon the 
golden mount in upper Mu-sia ; both of which 
he gave to the inhabitants of the country, on con-
dition that they should be at the expellee of cul- 
tivating those vineyards. 	It was a maxim with 
him, as I observed before, always to keep th" 
troops employed ; and he required of them an 
timer work which brought him to an untimely en 

r„kkin,d Haying restored 	tranquillity throughout tl 
v hi+ mvn whole extent of the empire, he prepared to tak 

rom,,,, 
,m  sir _ vengeance upon the Persians for their ignomini  _ 
imn• MN treatment of Valerian,and directed his march 
ill ilr. through Illyricinn, where he staid some time, 
' 1' "t' ... whilst his forces assembled and he himsellprepared 

all things necessary for his expedition. Being un-
willing to let the troops that were with him re-
nmin idle during that stay, lie set them about 
draining the marshes near Sirmium, by digging 
ditches which should carry their waters into the 
Save ; in hopes of recovering thereby a consider-
able extent of land, which, when tilled, would in- 
crease the riches of his native country. 	'Ile sol- 
diers, disliking their work, mutinied : and an ex-
pression then imputed to Probus, but which I do 
iii,i ihink it at all likely that he should have made 
use of, rendered them quite Furious. Ile was made 
to gavo hat the empire would soon have no neat of 

rcp. r., 6. ,() Idicr N. 	Is it credible that 	Probes should talk at 
that rate at the very instant of his undertaking a 

ocv. MOs, important war? These reports were undoubt-
edly,  spread by some designina ambitious person, 
and our su.;picionti may naturally fallupon ealt1S, 

NV Il0 
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whosucceeded him, and who, at that very time, was 
accused of having obtained the throne by wicked 
practices. 	This is farther confirmed by the testi-
mony of Zonaras, from whose account, though 
otherwise ill-shaped and loaded Nvith improbable 
circumstances, it appears pretty plainly, that Ca-
rus's nomination to the empire by the troops which 
he commanded, preceded the death of Probus. 

i 

However that may have been, this great and ex-
cellent emperor, being attacked by his enraged 
troops, endeavoured to fly to a tower plated with 
iron, which he had built in order to observe limn 
thence all that passed in the neighbouring coun-
try : but befbre 1w could reach it, he was over-
taken by the assassins, and killed upon the spot. 

Julian the apostate at the same time that he con-  ja  
demns the wickedness of the soldiers in murdering 
Probus, pretends on the other hand that this 
prince was himself the cause of his misfbanne by 
his excessive severity, which seldom kept within 
the bounds of prudence. 	I know not whether we 
ought to have so good an opini4.11 of,lidian's judg-
ment as to adopt his censure against this emper-
or, who was in all respects much better than him. 

i  

, 
 • 

Among all the princes that ever sat upon the rubgy  
throne of the Ciesars, it would be difficult to name  1' 
one superior to Prohus. 	Mways victorious from 
his youth to his death, he joined to his military 
talentsthe estimable qualities of the good and wor- 
thy man. 	Ife was as great a warrior as Aurelian, 	, 
but milder and more gentle ; as moderate perhaps  c  
as Marcus Aurelius, but titter for war; haling re-
coursetoarms ontofnecessityonlv, and respect iug 
the laws ; great a:.; a commander, and, as a prince, 	, 

at it ntive to the happiness of his subjects; a lwa‘s 
busied with useful undertakings, and inahug the 
labour of' his soldiers conduce towards fli t,  advan- 
tages of peace. 	In a verV short reign, he rebuilt./ 
Or repaired seventy cities.' Ht: formeda great iiiiiii-  " 

1Jer 
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ber of excellent generals, sonic of whom became 
great princes, such as Carus, Dioclesian, Maxi- 
mian Hercules, and Constantins Chlorns. 	The 
empire, lifted up from its fall by Claudius II. and 

I
restored to its splendour by Aurelian, attained 
under Probes the greatest happiness it ever en-
joyed : and lithe wickedness of the soldiers had 
not shortened his days, lie 	would have revived 
the age of Augustus. 

ou rs 	He was exceedingly regretted by the senate 
to hi,. and the Roman people. 	'Even the troops winch lore. 
21. 	killed him reproached themselves with his death, 

and raised a monument to hint with this epitaph : 
Here lies the emperor Probu,, whose probily render- 
ed him truly worry' of the name he bore. 	Ile was 
the conqueror y all the barbarous nations : the con- 

cur.&queror of usurpers. 	Ills successor Carus, 	either 
out of real zeal, or out of policy, avenged his 
death, and made his assassins expire upon the 
rack. 	He likewise paid the greatest honours to 

vi• 	his memory, and ranked him among the gods. 
.  1033. 	Pcolms was killed towards the beginning of the 
;;;;,, te. month of August in the year of Christ 282, after 

having reigned six 1.. ears and some months, and 
Prvh. lip.'ii fifty years. 	His posterity retired 	into 	the 

ter! itomy of Vet ona, and there voluntaril 	buried 
themselves in obscurity, to avoid the jealousy of 
the succeeding princes. 

PRINCIPAL. 
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PRINCIPAL EVENTS 

OF THE REIGNS 

or 

CARUS, 
AND 01 HIS SONS, 

IP CARINUS AND NUMERIAN. 

Paonus AUGUSTUS V. 
......... VICTORINUS. 01: 

A. 

THE prfetorian pra!fect, Carus, being proclaimed 
emperor, perhaps whilst Probus was yet alive, is 
acknowledged by the whole empire. 	He was a 
native of' Narbonne, and had passed through all 
the civil and military employments, not excepting 

' wen the consulship. 
He notifies his election to .1:,. 	senate. 

1

C  
Ile names his two sons, Carinus and Numerian, 

i.usars. 
l le defeats the Sarmatians, and secures the tran- 

ouillity of Illyricum. 

po 
M. AURELIt'S CARus AUGUSTUS H. 
M. Ailyrut.:; CARIN US CESAR* A. 

it.. 
i 

Carus, being ready to march against the Per. 
Alms, sends his eldest son Carinus into the W'cs 
10 awe the barbarians of the North. 

It is probable that he then named him Angus. 
ills, 	together 	with 	his second 	son, 	Numerian, 
whom he took with him. 

(lames 
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Games given at Rome by Carus : Carinus pre'l 
sides at them. 

Carinus gains some advantages over the bar. 
barians ;  but proves a downright tyrant, cruel,. 
and debauched. 

Carus makes himself master of Mesopotamia, 
and takes the cities of Seleucia and Ctesiphon. 

He perishes beyond the Tigris; being killed, as, 
was said, by a stroke of thunder. 	But it is more 
probable, that lie lost his life by the wicked in. 
trimies of the praetorian prefect, Arrius Aper. 

His death happened towards the end of this 
year, or in the beginning of the next. 

Ile was ranked among the gods.  

A. R.1635. 
A. C. 2i4. 

M. AURELIUS CARINUS II. 	1 	i  
S it UGG• M. AURELIUS NUNERIANUS. 	) 

.CARINUS AND NUMERIAN 

EM l'EltOILS. 

NUMERIAN lnings his army back from Persia, 
and marches through Asia. 

lie is killed near Perintlius in Thrace, by the 
• same Aper who was the cause of Carus's death. 

Dioelesian is elected emperor by the army 11 
Chaked011; on the seventeenth of September. 
kills Aper with his own hand. 

Ntimncriau is ranked among the gock. 

CARL 
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CARINUS AND DIOCLESIAN, 

1.MPF.11011S. 

Carious and Diocleian prepare for war atrainst 
each other. 

C. V.,.:.!:ai:•s DrocLETIANus 4cuesTus II. 
	 . 	AaisoroauLus. 

Dioclesian hail held a first consulship, before 
he was made emperor. 

Ca linos took t he consulship this year for the third 
time. 	lint. 	Dioelesian, remaining sole emperor, 
ordered his name to he struck out of the Fasli. 

Dioclesian advances into lllvrieum. 
(arinus, going to meet him, defeats Sabinus Ju- 

liann% who had assumed the imperial purple, near 
Verona. 	Julianus was killed in the engagement, 
or soon after. 	 . . 

The armies of Cubit's and Dioclasian meet in 
Upper nesia. 	The battle of Margum, in which 
Carimis is 	conqueror, inn 	i.. 	killed by his own 
people, whose hatred he had incurred by his horrid 
debaucheries. 

The poets Numerian and Calpurnius wrote 1.111. 
ter the reigns of Carus and his children. 

Usinwr ir, under CARINUS. 

SABIN! S icei.k.Nus in Italy. 
 

ailVOI. IX. 	 it 	 (..4.%1 

A.12 
A. 
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CA R US 

AND HIS SONS, 

CARINUS AND NUMERIAN. 

SECT. VI. 

Carinus elected emperor by the soldiers. 	1/is burin. 
and emploNments. 	Ile notifies his election to the 
senate. 	Ile makes his two sons Ctesars, and af- 
terwards Augusti. 	Numerian, the youngest of 
them, was amiable and estimable. 	Carli's, the 
eldest, hateful and vicious. 	Carus gains a great. 
victors/ over the ,S'armatians. 	lk marches against 
the Persians, and sends his son Carinus in 	i 
!Vest. 	Ills success against 	the Persians 
perishes, probably by the treachery of Arritts Aper, 
whilst encamped boond the Tigris. 	Ile sufkret 
himself' to be called Lord and God. 	Games given 
by Carus to the people of Rome. 	Obserratioa 
concerning the names Marcus Aurelius, which se- 
awl emperors bore. 

ISTORY does not take notice of any inter- UArillui 
ON-totem val during which the empire was vacant • ar- 
ri:orpt1)! 	ter the death of Probus : a circumstance which 
(tient 	a!rrees with what Z011araS says, when he tells us 

v• c.'".• 	ti'lat Carus was natned emperor before Probits wa3 
killed. Ile therefbre had nothing more left to 

• Vopisett, uhu believed Carus innocent of the mut.  er 
Probes, says he was not, elected until rifler his predecessor was; 
killed. But lie does not speak  of  any interval that Can  b 
called a vacancy. 
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do, but to get himself acknowledged : and that we 
may believe he had prepared the way for, if it be 
true that lie had a principal share in the death of 
his predecessor. 	Certain it is, that he was pro- 
claimed Augustus, without either difficulty or de-
lay, by the army which Probus had commanded 
in person. 	The esteem he was held in for his mi- 
litany' abilities, and his possessing the important 
office of praetorian priefect, greatly facilitated his 
success. 	The whole empire submitted peaceably 
to his laws : and it is doubtless a proof of the ac-
knowledged merit of this prince, that, as a poet of 
those tunes observes ' in a high compliment to 
him, the state of the universe was changed, and 
the weight of the Roman government fixed upon 
him, without exposing the people to any of the 
horrors of discord, or the misfortunes ail civil war. 

^43 

t 

Carus was a native of Narbonne : and as that Iii.4  I+ 1 • 

city was ranked among the most ancient ofthe Ito- '1'11:,1,::',1,11" 
man colonies, it was doubtless on that account that v.',  
he gloried in calling hiniselea Roman, and in leis ,..„ 
differing therein from several .'d his predecessor , r;,t. 
such as Claudius If. Aurelian, and Probus, who 
were horn in Illyricum. 	Ile went through all the 
gradations civil and military, and ruse, as I have 
just said, to the rank of prxtorian prirfect under 

'-

, • 

Probus. 	Ile seems to have been consul once be- 
litre he was made emperor, since the consulship 
which he took in the month ofJanuary next ensu-
ing ;tiler his election to the empire is reckoned his 
second, 	in several ancient monuments. 	lie was 7,a ,. 
likewiw in ()consul of Cilicia : and we have a letter 
of his, written 	whilst 	he 	held 	that 	magistracy, 
which gives an advantageous idea or his principles 
of action. 	Ile had 	chosen 	for 	his 	lieutenant- 

	

2 	 general 

• Scilicet iioe Dens (moaning ('luus) Itonnune pondern inolic 
I'ortibus extipiet sic inconeumen taverns, 
IA non Minn sonitu fragor intonet Orbis. 

ralpurn.  €4:1,  1, I, 81. 
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general one Junius, whom he exhorts to behave in 
such manner as to do honour to his superior. 
'' Our ancestors', :,:lys he to him, when they well: 
" it) place, looked upon their choice of the per- 
" sons to wholll they intrusted part of the public 
" authority, as a 	pledge and specinu 	or their 
" own morals and conduct." 	Probes had a very 
high opinion or Carus's virtue : and was so satis- 
li..d that his integrity de,erved 	to 	be 	rewarded, 
that he wrote to the senate to order an equestrian 
statue to be erected to him, and a house to be 
built fir him at the expellee or the state. 

Yet, if we be\l' 'eve VopiscuA, (.'arils' s reputation 
ry.cir. 

1 ro% 
was not well established with the public. 	The se- 
nate )11(1.`:C(1 	that 	all 	was 	lo't 	by fidlinf.r, 	into 	Ilk 
hands 	Gum 	those 	or Prt;litt:; : and 	his historian 
him,elf thinks his character so dubious, as not to 
intitlt: him to be ranked among either the good or 
the bad prinee:i. 	l le observes, indeed, that what 
reflected the greatest discredit on 	him 	was his 
having an extreme!),  profligate son. 	But the fa- 
ther hinFell was reputed harsh and intractable. 

Carus being. elected 	by the soldiers, wrote to 
Di 	,, 

ken,,,, 
the senate ; but not in that respectful and submis. 
sive stile which Probes had mule use of on the 

1 ' 'lc-  like occasion. 	We have not the whole of his let- 
.e,,,,Oer : 	butt 	the 	expressions 	in 	the 	f!.,Ignietit 	of it 

which Vopiseus has preserved seem loss to implv 
a reqtwst. to the  senators to confirm hii election 
hy ilicit 	authority, than just a bare notification to 
1 hem of what had passed. 	'' 	on ought to be 
" p kid, says he  Io them, that a member of your 
" Iil,r1 V, :l eitilell  of your city, has been made (qui- 

p,. for. 	We shall endeavour to nianve so, that 
I 	'llatigCri ill:IV rilq 500111 to (1CCerVe VMH 	tSteCtil 

" better 	dials 	t hti, 	of VOW. 	(Mil 1110011." 	It 	i`i 

illieClialil 

* 	\I li ,, ('r,  ill , , ill 	if)fl.II 	ilk rilifil'irt'N lit leptiq LT(' milk 11.tv 
• 11,1 	bill 	1'or,m ,01, 	Hir , 	1 .1 	opirt1111 	SlItilliill 	41M 1A111111 	in i 	(tho 	ti o-,  

011ill icl 	411111.1. 	1 	lit lillitibliC;1111 	iklehoilVitt. 	i 	op 	1. 
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uncertain whether Carus would have verified thi:i 
promise. 	1 le (lid not reign long enough to be 
put to the trial. 

Iwo of 	cogro-owd his attention ; war, and tte um 
the establishment otitis family. 	'11-0 1a' in with this i:i%"(̀'" 
last artiele,which was his tir,,t care, as soon as he was pars, a 
made emperor, le decorated w•ith the titleolCiesar, ktIti1 

 o

la
ti. 

 

and soon afterraisedto the rank of Aw2aistus, his tw 	8  
sons, Carinus and Numerian, princes %Try unlit:.  
each other, and of„ tom one w:::. as amiable and:. 
estimable, as the oth..r was hatefid and despicable. "'• 

Nome! ian, the yonnr,est of the Iwo, slicwed an Ni 
happy turn of mind flow his inrancy. 	Ile loved:':,- 
clink', and SOCCCCded thCreill. 	I  'e made verses so „„, .,,,„. 
well as to dispute the 	palm wii li 	Nemesian, thenh.,  : ' -I .••„ 
best poet of those days : 	and with regard to clo- r.,•. f  ...,.. 
(pence, even 	w hen lie was 	upon his mother's 7 .;1(  1%".  
arms ', according to the eNpression of another co-
temporary poet, pleading mid haranguing. were 
his pastime and amusement. 	Several or his per- 
tbrnianevs were pre,,,rved, ‘,.•hich shrwed lot Ii ill. 
eility of elocution, and genius; 	though the stile, 
consistent with the 1:iste 	01 	She 	times, ywonred 
rather onkel:on:ohm, than of the true Cieeronian 
eloliounce. 	Aller lie was made Cas;:tr, he sent  it 
SINTCh 10 the senate, which was 	thought  SO  fine, 
that a ',tattle was erected to him with this inwrip- 
Iimi, 	'I () 	Ni',11i WAN 	GESAR, 	'till  GREATEST ORA- 
Tolt or II I5 Ar.1:. 	AVe may easily suppose that flat- 
1 '9.1 	hdd a 4:1I t' In ihik Iii ...di compliment : though, 
oecordinr; 1,, 	s‘ii.it I'opi.ens says, there was Rome 
"%il 1"1 1 116.0 ion 	for 	it. 	'I he excellencies 	or 	his 
lical I were -I dl superior to tho  - orhis mind. 	Ilk 
ti 	w as tyke and modest, ;Hs sentiment.: 1A'11.! 
•11.c11 	as 	ho'a1111' 	iii; 	I:OIL, 	.111d 	II'.' 	had 	the i2,Teale111 
resiwct awf .diectioll 	ror 	his 	hither, \t ho, hi 	te- 
flon, loved him 4.mk. 

:3 	 Ilk 

' 	'tit,rai,  (avail 	glii insit 	III 	IIIPN. 	I „/7,,,,,, 	ir ,  I.  I .  r 	1 	. 
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int., 
eklest' 

His elder brother, Carinus, was of a quite con-
tray character, such as history never sp

v
eaks of 

ie
ul

/. without horror and abomination. 	The same care 
. Car.  had been taken of his education, and at least equal 
ciri.pains to form him, 'as was then done with all the 

S, 	 7. 
d„ it, young Roman nobility, to eloquence, and a just 
;..r• sense of the moral duties of man. 	But a soil ra- 

dically bad, never will admit of culture. 	Carinus, 
in his early years, gave himself up to the greatest 
excesses of debauchery and corruption : and when 
his high station afterwards enabled him to give a 
greater loose to his inclinations, he became a mon- 
ster of tyranny. 	His father, who knew him well, 
was sorely grieved that, when he set out for the 
war against the Persians, of which 1 shall speak 
immediately, he was obliged to leave him in the 
'est to govern Italy, Gaul, and the adjacent pro- 
'flees; Numerian being then too young for that 
mportant trust. 	l le did what he could to pre- 

vent the evil, by appointing Carinus an excellent 
council. 	But the rage ofvice soon broke through 
that feeble barrier. 	Carinus was guilty of such 
horrid enormities, that his father, when informed 
of them, cried out, " No ! he is not my son :" and 
actually deliberated whether lie should not take 
away the life of so unworthy an heir. 	But his 
own death prevented him. 

' no Carus had both the Sarmatians and the Persians 
"aie_ t v 
oyer 

to war against. 	The death of Probus had revived 
the courage of all the barbarians : and the Sarma- 

sum"- tians 	in 	particular 	flattered 	themselves 	with 
'el. ricsAhoughts of invading and taking Thrace, Illyri- 
4r; 	 cum, and even Italy. 	But Carus soon chastised 

j. 	v . 11. 
9. 	their arrogance. 	lie marched against them, gave 

them battle, killed sixteen thousand of their ineii, 
' 	took twenty thousand prisoners, and thereby re- 
' stored peace and security to all those parts of the 

empire. 
Pinreh- By thus speedily and happily ending this expedi- 
WI. i'l'c  tion, he was enabled to turn his arms against the 

d Persian,, 
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Persians, and at length ' to avenge Valerian. Two end,  hi. 
on Curi. emperors, Aurelian and Probus, had already been „„„ i„,. 

murdered, whilst they were preparing to prosecute Ve w(<7.L.  this revenge. 	Carus seized the first moment he 71: 8. ". 
could, to execute it. 	It was in order to bestow z4iniapvi ' f 
his whole attention upon this great enterprize ,., ,..uticv. 	' 
and  not be disturbed by any other care, that he A.R. I nt• 
charged his eldest son Carinus, then his colleague 
in the consulship, with the care of defending Italy 
and Gaul against the Germans, perpetual and in-
defatigable enemies, who had began to stir again 
since the time of Probus. 	Carus marched against 
the Persians in the beginning of the year of Christ 
283, taking with him his son Numerian. 

The conjecture favoured him. 	The Persians, In,,. 
whom he was going  to attack, were at that very"smag"'"Kt • the r...r. 
time destroying one another by intestine divisions,,;„.. 
the causes of which are not explained to us, but 
which necessarily weakened them. 	He vanquish-
ed, without much difficulty, enemies whose forces 
were divided and dispersed. 	lie reconquered 
AIesopotamia, and even took Selencia and Clem- 
piton. 	It was probably near one of these two ci- 
ties, both of which were situated upon the Tigris, 
that, as Zonaras relates, whilst the Romans were 
encamped in a hollow, the Persians cut a channel 
through which they let out the waters of that river 
upon them, and put them in danger of being 
drowned : 	but their courage, adds that w river, 
gathering strength from the greatness of their 
danger, saved them, and rendered them victorious 
over those who had hoped to destroy them. 

These successes were the fruit of one campaign, 
andCarinus deservedly received from them thesur-
battle of Persicus or Parthicus: I'm both these I it Iry 
were given him in ancient monuments ; the Ito-
mans, as I observed before, not yet distinguishing 

rightly 

i  Ultu4 Itomulei ‘iolAtit cAcumina regni. 	Nemec. Cynvg 	v. 73 
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rightly in their language between the l 
• d the Parthians. an 
,,„. 	Carus intended to carry 	his victories still 	I 

rcbably  tlicr. 	He Ns,  as encamped 	beyond the Tigris lit,  ch,r, Ctesiphon, and 	purposed 	proceeding 	forward, 
"II"' without troubling himself about the superstitious 
1
T
st  en. opin ion according to which the city of Ctesiphol 
red k'- was looked upon a boundary fixed by fate, beyond ii the 
r is. 	which the Romans were not to go. 	His death, 
d• rid' happening whilst he was thus situated, continue( 

the vulgar pre.judice. 
• s• 	It was given out that he was killed by thunder  3 

	

, 	but a letter written by talpurnins, one of his sc. 

0 
	 cretaries, to the priefeet of Rome, must makc ii 

think otherwise. 	I will give it here. 	'' Our tun 
" poor Carus being ill, a dreadful storm lilt upo 
" us, attended with such violent thunder and pr 
" digious 	lightning, that the whole army 
" struck with terror, and we were not able to ( 

- 	" cern rightly what passed. 	Al ter a clap of thun 
" der, louder than any that had been heard bec 
" fore, somebody, on a sudden, cried out that the 
" emperor was dead, and his servants, in the ex- 
" cess of their grief, for the loss of their master 

. 
	

'' burnt his tent. 	From thence has arisen !be re 
" port of his being killed by the thunder ; but th 
'' truth is, that he died of his illness." 	This 

'1 

	

eel. probably knew more 	than he  ,says:.,  
following is what the circumstances or 
give us room to conjecture. 

tarns had for his pra.torian pra.feet A riug 
a man immoderately desirous  oirc i gn ing-,  mid % 
to obtain the throne, nuirdered, as we shall s 
hlatc, his emperor and 	)b-indaw Niunei iau. 	\ c 
pi,eus oftest ,, that this 	:1,, r had idol ted the de 

how this prince lost hi,, Ilk% 	I le \1;3!,  tild% : a it
01 Carus. 	That beinrrstrosed, it is rase fi)gt 

lo 	,, , 111„  (II 	t h un d er 	happened : 	the ambit 
1'''` look I hat opportunity to assas!..inii te Owen 
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ror, and gave out that the thunder had killed him: 
that done, the prince, 	servants, bribed 	by him, 
set tire 	to 	the 	tent, that 	the dead body, being 
burnt to ashes might not betray any marks of VW- 
hence. 	This k undoubtedly the truth oldie filet. 

('arus perished either 	towards the end el.  the'"'". 
year ofCbrist '283, or in the beginning of the next, 
after a reign of only sixteen or seventeen monthq. 
In that short time he gave ample proof of his cou- 
rage 	and 	abilities 	in 	\Var. 	\Vhat his character 
icallv was, we know not with arm ecrtairity. 

NI e may judge from the little we know 	of him lic  ,,,,Iii. v:  i ..„111.1  111:11 he NVam \TIN haughty; and we may believe lit"::ih" 
eat vied that vice very ear, since not only the poots„d  r,,,111  
men always given to iltiltiTY, but sonic of his me.1.0  "-"L 
dais ascribe to him the titles of Lord and Clod. 
Such impious pride ill became the successor of 
Probes. 	After his death, he was ranked among 
the gods, according to the established custom. 

An exprcAsion of the poet Ncmesian gives room s..0....0,- 
io suspect. that there were some 	commotion., of-i.'•"' 
\Val* In .1'.:,2 	lit, toward4 the tipper Nile, under the 
ren.,,n of tbk prince. 

•rhongh Cam; 	p,ohably did 	not go to 	Lioinethiiiies 
din in::: the whole time of his being 	emperor, 	liel,r u  ,, "t,'', 
nevcri hi.lc,a 	tut iu ed that 	city 	\yid) 	magmlii yid ii,, ,,.,pit 
4 	1.': 11A•', at 	which his 	:ot: Carinus presided : l'opis."1 ""e' ti 
eel 113'. d (,,,- ril(d, and 	the 	poet 	Calpurnius -has 
fling !hem. 	Tlioso who dcligiit 	in 	such 	.iiperb t 	1y , 111, 	c4m ,l'It 	the 	authors 	I 	hive 	named. yttem 
1.  or Iny port,  I t1:21''  wilh Diociesian, who,  hear- 
mg thowo g:onev, h;ihly cvolled 	in 	1) 	prekence, 	\ 
`Aid, 	Willi 	;.;i0111. 	im)hrorunc(, ‘• 	11'11 us * 	hi.: 	t;,cl i  
" 	11.111 	the 	‘-iiti:,1:ictio11 	tolimilsilig 	the 	its,.: • 	in 	I n o. 
-• 	III , ' 	1;01",i1 	hi :11 lily 	" 	rile 	miiirmons 	1-. ) , 	11. , ,  a  
of 	 l i c imiperoi, 	in 	OR 	( 	lona of  cutcrt:lehhwws 
t"..citecl 	a 	rdail 	tirn,liott ,,Ii 	:tinung 	the i r 	,;111,;,„1,. 

‘1)1,1,1•11,. 

' 	1.rio 	k.,., 	1 , 	I I% 	!, 	,,, , p, 	ri 	• 	, 00 	( 	'1'1. 	. 	I 	, 	I, 	( 	,t 	'11 

   
  



HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

Vopiscus mentions a Junius Messala his cotemi• 
porary, who had ruined himself by them, and 
whom he justly reproaches • with having deprived 
his heirs of a noble estate, by throwing it away 
upon players and buffoons. To this may be added, 
from the same author, the similar instance of the 
consul Furius Placidus, which we took notice of 
under the reign of Aurelian. 

-  bserva. 	Carus and his two sons bore the names of Mar- 
s con- ells Aurelius. 	The monuments of history give the 
ingthesame names to Probus and Claudius II. Tacitus is i  c,,  
cus 	likewise called Aurelius by Vopiscus in the life of Telitm, 	Aurelian 

  . ch se. 	, and we know that his pre-name was 
I em- Marcus. 	Was it not out of veneration fbr the me- 

mory of Marcus Aurelius, that his names were 
• -/,‘,. adopted by so many of the succeed,in 	ern erors ? 

CkRINUS and NUMERIAN.'
1 
 

tarinus and Numerian succeed their 	by right: ,father 
Nunterian haring left the territories of the Per- 
sians, and being on his way back towards Rome, 
;writhes by the wicked contrivances of Aper. Aper 
is arrested ; Dioclesian is deck(' emperor, and 
hills hint with his omen hand. 	.Dioelesian had been 
fill-told, by a Druidess, that he would be emperor. 

0 

The wra of .Dioclesiwl. 	Numerian ranked amonu 
the gods. 

,,,,,,,. .
41 

 ,,,_ N') 
mention is made in history either of elec. 

tion or installation with 	rc, rard to CariunA 
and Nunierian. 	They succeeded of right to their 

. 	father, haN ing been created Augusti whilst he was 
er  l 'Y 	alive. 	Their reign was not long. 	Numerian pe- 

rished' 

lo the patrimonium 61111111 t cen icis dcclit, here(libus abuegav 
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rished first, by the wickedness of the man who 
had taken away the life of Carus. 

This young prince was not in a situation which hNu!ncriinsi, 
permitted him to continue the war happily begun iheitNrit.0-` 
against the Persians. 	lie was overwhelmed with rie8  °Nil° rersianN grief for the loss he had just sustained ; and is saiduna baig  
to have wept so long and so bitterly for his Iiither,r,tis "11 
that he weakened his eyes to such a degree aswar. dsth- 
not to be able to bear the light. 	The Romans l'i" I' "'1,Pe" 
quitted the 	enemy's country, 	without being in LI,,,'.i,f;,,.d  , 
the least molested, that we know of; in their re- tohtiiviiii. 
treat. They entered the territories of the empire, iewe'L°f A-
and :ulvanced through Syria and Asia. Minor to_ I:1,-w,', 
wards the West and towards 	Rome. 	Numerian A;,,,,,,. 
was carried in the middle of the army, in a litter riet•ate 

very closely shut, that the light might not hurt"' 
him : and the whole care of the command seems 
to have been committed to his fitther-in-law and 
pr:etorian prefect, Arrius Aper. 

That ambitious wretch had by this means in his 
own power au easy opportunity to satistV his fu- 
rious passion to reign : and alter the first 	crim 
committed against Carus, it soc , iml cost him little; 
Bribing sonic of I ho,,c that were about the prince's 
person, he procured the clandestine murder o 
his emperor and son-in-law. 

Aper probably wanted some time to perfect his 
plan, to which 	end it 	was proper that 	N lime- 
hail's death should be kept secret. In this too he 
succeeded. 	For several days, the litter was carried 
as usual in the midst of the imperial guards, with- 
out giving any suspicion : and we are 	told that 
the prince's death was not discovered at last, lint 
by the put rclact ion and offensive smell °Ibis car-
casc• 

An ancient chronicle says that Nnmerian 	was C",  .11. 
killed at Perint hos or II eraclea in Thrace: though ." 
NIT shall mind by the sequel of this history, that the 	, 
main bod‘ of the army Was qiil :it I lilicedon 	in 

Asia. 
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Asia. 	We may therefore suppose that Aper sent 
a detachment ihrward to conduct and escort the 
einperor: an ( :peclient which rendered the perpe-
trating of Ili ,: crime by s0 much tl:c more easy, as 
the number 0. observers WaS thereby diminished. 

17t. Nuiperian had reigned about eight months. 
from the death of his father. 	He was in hill pos- 
session of the empire before the twelfth of holt-.  
ary, and lie wai killed before the seventeenth of 
September of the same year of Christ 284. 

r ig ar- 
A : 

ut,..tan 
Numerian's death having been discovered to the 

army in the manner I have related, the author of 
kAed 

t. rnr, 
ii!..t  

1 ,61 1. ..., 

it was easily guessed at. 	A per was arrested, and 
kept prisoner near the.  standards, until 	full evi- 
deuce of his crime could be procured. 	In the 

i mean time the troops assembled to elect an em- 
Yuni• el. peror in the room of their late prince. 

It is singular that the empire :-,liould have been 
ei•  rid, looked upon as vacant by the death of N tunerian, 

who left a brother then m actual possession of the 
title and rights olAugustos. Our meagre hist ori. 
ans do not throw any light upon this difficulty. 
Carinus's vices seem to solve it. 	Hated and (les- 

. pised for the worst and most detestable govern-
ment that ever was, the troops thought, not of ac-
know hedging, but of making war upon him ; and 
fhcrefore judged it necessary to have a new enilw-
rot., as NVCII to punish him, as to avenge Nunierian. 

'nen. suffr;iges were unanimous in 	favour of 
I )141(  lc,,ian, a soldier of fortune, who, w  if  how any 
vccomnicmlation from his birth, lie raiNed himsclf .  
by IM, merit only to one of the highest ranks in 
the army, and who then cmar n aildcd the uoideq. 
part of .  the imperial guard. 	I 	shall 	soon 	speak 
more hilly of his first rise. 

/1.- soon as Dioelesian wo ,  4. heeled, he act:coded 
;t hiluin:41 of 	tail 	creek d 	oil. flrit 	pin po...e, 	a n t i 
(ham ite.:: his sword, called to w uness the suit \ hint 
Iii!111.(1 	hitil, ;Ind 	r:\% urn 	that 	1p' 	had 	not 	had 	thw 

Icw.t 
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lea14 concern in the death of Numerian. 	Then 
turning towards Aper, who was kept at the head 
of the standank, " There, said he, IS the author 
" of the crime :" and immediately descending 
from his scat, he Nvent up to him, and applying 
to the present occasion a line of Virgil, " Glory • 
" in thy fate, Aper ; thou tallest by the hand of 
" great Ylincas ;" he ran him through, and tilled 
him at his li:et. 

It was not :,,,s'al to averrge Numerian that fired oh.,,,, ,i2 
Diocleian at this instant, and made him take upon 111  
himself a bloody execution which he could Ilan 
committed to ally of his soldiers. 	No man ev 
wai more ina,t ti ofhimsclf, or less subject to those b oil,. 
Lusts of pas-ion w hich anticipate reflection, 	and rri,.. 
make peophr act before they think. 	Ambition,14,11 
mixed wit:( siiper4ition, was his motive. 	Ile was 
desirous to fulfil a prediction made to him former-
ly in Gaul by a Druidess. 

lie hail not been long in the army, when, beiI1 
quartered :it Tongres, the worn:nil am ,peaking 
of obscry ed I ha I lie was extrcumly sparing in liii 
e‘pences, and reproached idol with 	it. 	" You 
" mind money too much, said she to him : your 
" economy 	der2;enerates into avarice." I will be 
generous, answered Dioclesian, when I am empe- 
ror. " You need not joke, 	replied she Very ear- 
" neqly : Yon will be emperor ader you have kil-
t' lilt a boar." .1 he word  Aper,  which she made 
te,e 0, mid '111i .ICII in Latin signifies a hoar,  ma 
a (kip nnint•ssion on Diocicsian : and the civil)i 
had been .ii freipiently given to men of mean e \ - 
traction, that lie might, without being ridiculous, 
'lane'  him:4(114;th iwpcsolobiaining it. 	lie Lew 
the prediction %cry secret, but put 	111,11,c:11in 	ft,. 
way ()filming it biliilled,b 	lointin!.!: niten and kitl- 

iutr a,; 111311V  boars as he could. 	F01 a Iomu c 

• clotioc. 	,.1per 	Ilillt: 	111.1 61 . 1 ii,Xt:'Al.,iti 	.7. 

   
  



254 	 , . 	HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

the event did not answer his hopes : and When Igo 
saw Tacitus, Probus, Carn,, raked successively 
to the empire, he said,'' I kill the game, but others 
" eat it." 	Ilis election, after Aper's crime, was 
a key to the ambiguous oracle ; to verify which, 
and at the same time secure his fortune, he killed 
.A per with his ONI,ii hand, crying out immediately 

. after ; " Now I have killed the boar on which 
" niv fate depended." 	Had it not been for this 
motive, as he himself said afterwards, he would 
not have marked the instant of his accession to 
the throne with an action which might have made 
people think him tOnd of blood. 

It seems difficult to doubt the truth of this fact, 
which the grandtather of Vopiscus had from Dio-
clesian's own mouth : and it is neither impossible 
nor even very surprising., that accident should seem 
to verify a prediction hazarded at random. The de-
tenders of the tallies ofdivination keep an account 
of favourable events, and prudently suppress tho.  
very great number of those which make against 
hem. 

Dioclesian was elected, according to the Alex-
itndrian chronicle, on the seventeenth of Septem.-; 
ber, at Chaleedon, where we must consequently:, 
suppose the army to have been at that time : and' 
on the twenty-seventh of the same month he made 
his entry into Nicomedia, which 	became 	in a' 
manner his imperial city, where he chose chiefly 
to reside during his whole reign. 	At this 	time 
he was under a kind 	of necessity' 	of so doing, 
t arinus being master of Rome. 

The wr., of 	The beginning of Dioclesian's reign is a cele, 
niuric'Ln•brated epoch among the eceiesiasf kid writers. 	It TM  tri. 

is called the writ of Dioclecian and of the mai tyrs,' 
and begins in the year of Christ '284.  

Nuineriao 	Numerian wai ntitked among the gods : and it 
nint,..1 3- 	

I s • 	iriturtl to 	,4Jiin to 	Dioeltsiiin's 	orders 	this 1-1  10,,,”; 	the 	. 	' 	' 1101101.11— 
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honour paid to the memory of a prince whom he 
had avenged. 

CA RI `+ CS AND D1OCLESIAN. 
/1"ar between Carinus and Dioclesian. 	Carinus's 

abominable conduct. 	He seems to hare been in_ 
telligent in ivar. 	.In usurper conquered by /a.m. 
Carinus, after defeating Dioelesion, is abandoned 
and killed by his own soldiers. . Two poets worthy 
to be noticed under Carus and his S ms. 	None- 
sian Calpurnius. 

I

R 

 

Y the election of an emperor in the 	rootn tw'rr beta  of Numerian the empire was divided be- rinus Lin; 
ween two rival enemies, Carinus and Dioclesian,Dioch,huL 
ne of whom possessed the West, and the other 
le East ; but whose reciprocal pretensions ex- 

.  tended to all that obeyed the laws of Rome. 	As 
oiling but arms could decide this quarrel, both 
*des prepared for war. 

I, 

 Carious, son and brother of the two last cinpe.et.  rs, had by those titles a great advantage over his,unduct. 
-  competitor; besides which he did not 	want for;47. 

valour. But his abominably vicious conduct ruin-s;ido,. 
eel all his resources, and 	plunged 	him 	into 	thei:v",“. 
greatest of IlliSfbf t line& One cannot read without 
horror the description AV h leil 	Vopiscus 	has left 
ns of the en, wmous actions of this prince, whose 
Nvickednes, knew no bounds after the death 	of 
his father. 

Carus, as I said befbre, appointed him a council 
composed of chosen persons. 	Carinus banished 
them, and 	substituted 	in 	their stead the 	most 
abandoned and most profligate wretches he could 

ssibly find out. 	Trampling upon all decenev, 
c !stied a common porter to the rank of prielect, 

im  

or 
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or governor of Rome. 	He killed his praetorian 
prtetect ; and appointed in hiA place one .\ latroni-, 
anus, the trusty minister of his infamous pleasures 
The chief magistrates recived no mark of re arc 
from him. Ile declared himsellan enemy to the, 
nate, to whom he wrote letters fidl of haughtinc 
and arrogance, and he promised to give the point- 
lace the estates of' the senators. 	It. was a pastime 
to him, to kill them. 	lie invented take accusa- 
tions, then tried the aceti-;ed himself, and was stare 
to pronounce bloody sentences upon them. 	'1 lict 
most distingui!,hed men were put to death for Inc 
pleasure, with the same co.se, says my author, that. 
chickens were killed for his table. 	Ills 	school 
fellows were persecuted criminally and condenr. 
teed to die, fbr quarrels, they had with him in hi 
infancy, for not having praised his air and person, 
or for not baling admired his perfbrniances a 
school SO much as he wished. 

I cis morals were as corrupt, as his cruelty Nva. 
great. 	There was no one excess of debaucher 
into which he did not plunge. 	Ile tilled the pa- 
lace 	with 	comedians, courtesans, pantomimes, 
and those wretches who make a trade of prosti. 
luting youth. 	In a very short space, he mare 
nine wives, taking them and turning them alt 
-without any rule but his caprice. 	Aurelian 	hail 
set a great value upon two elephant's teeth, ten 
feet long, found among the treasure of firmui, 
the usurper of the East ; and he bacilld to haN a 
a throne made of them Ibr Jupiter in the temple. 
of the sun. 	Death having prevented the excel'. 
lion of his design, Carinus made one of his eon-. 
rubbles a present of this offering destined I 
.111piter ; 	so 	that 	%%hat 	should 	have been 
throne orthe greatest ofthe gods, served to ;Idol% 
the bed of a lewd woman. 

hi \ my of' table and oldress accompanies i 
encourages delettichety tifinorals. Carintis's in 
were infinitely sumptuous, in wine, meat, game 
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.Ind fish of all 	kinds; and 	he invited to them 
guests worthy to he his company. 	Leaves of roses 
formed their couches, and he himselt.  was covered 
-Aid]  jOWCIS. 	[Very  button was a precious stone. 
Iii: belt, and even his shoes, dazzled the eye, by 
the lustre of their diamonds. 

Thk so corrupt prince ,hewed however vigour ne,2 
in war. 	Ile had gained victories over the Barba-r,,,I,TI 
rians or the north, in his father's time, if we may agent  in 

believe the testimony of a poet : 	and it is  certain  .",'',r, r.i,,,A,.:'' 
uoi»  history, that, at the time I  now speak of, hewn to 
defended Ins ria,hts bravely when attacked. 	thic,V .  
Stibinus Juliann; goN ernor of Venetia, had revolt-9 
ed and ti,!. timed 	the purple. 	Carinus conquered  618.: 
and killed him in the plains of Verona. 	id 
' 	il more form hlable enemy remained. Dioelesian ...11-i,  nto. 
was advancing through III ,  ricum with great for-nnerde- 
ce.4. 	('an is marched a!raitist him, and the two ar-Iiì cii;:"g•,„„, 
inies met in upper Aliesia. 	Their success was pro- Jo. 	4.4.• 
bably equal in several skirmishes; 	until at length 'A 
a decisive 	battle was fought near Alarguni, be 
tween Viminacium and the (;oider, hill. 	It  "a  ' 
olis!in,itcly dil)uicd  : 	and 	Ili,. 	Idvantago "a.; 	On  n , :",'.''  
the  ,:id e  or tatinuo, 	‘vho would ha% e been cum ,  
Het,•lv %it:lotion:, it' he had been as much beloved 
I ,, h;•, troops, a, he was NanaDt against the enemy. 
but 	tl,, c v (1,, t,..,!,.d 	him ; 	particulaily on 	account 
01 li:. In t11.1 ilw.int:rtnec, which had induced 11111 
It) 	dohnieh 	t hi! 	\k ive: 	of ,.e‘eral 	of 	hi'; 	otfief., r4. 
1 he (cmd, (1 husbands had lona determined to bcr. 
ri:\ 1•o?'od of' 111111, 	and took 	thrir 	opportunity a: 
this tome of ibis g, mer.d action. 	Findi 
\‘;‘,. on 	the 	pow ( 	or !icing 	comptcror, 
dint:nuia I.in that 	success 	would eneouraae 
to ((nitwit 	hew 	crinic., 	TJcitter, 	it 	p)ssible, 	t 
Ins 	limiter ; 	flit v 	minIc 	the 	!-oldiers 	under 	t 
(.111111)1.1nd 	aliair:ou 	him 	: 	ant! 	0 	trinomi, 	lilt 
h:insult at 	the 	lic;n1 	id . 	tlio,0 	N% 1 1 0, 	I l k, 	I wo  
Ir , il 	l wrn 	it it Irci l 	li v 	tile 	prince, 	kill( d 	hint 
)1', i um ti haaid. 	ThHs t 'mantis's 111111 

VIII,. 	l \ . 	 ':+ 
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ceom him the victory and his life ; and he stand 
a striking example of the uselessness of arms, when 

k vice discredits and renders them odious. 	Diode- 
;;3,-;. sian's victory, and the death of' Carinus fell under 

the year of Christ 2S5, which gives us for the du-
ration of Carinik's reign somewhat more than a 
year. reckoning fro in the time (Aids father's death. 

0,1,  , i..) 
ic,.,, i  
c,- 

We have not been able to mention any Latin 
poet in this history, since Juven,11. 	The reign of 
Carus and of 	his sons furnishes us with two, by 

I hi, no means contemptible, Neinesian and Calpurnius. 
As they a, c not so well known now among us, as 
they were to our ancestors, who, according to 
Ilinemar, made their children re.:1 	them in the 
public schools ; I may, perhaps, not be blamed, 
fbr giving here a short account of their works. 

wi. Nemesian dedicated to the emperors Carinus 
p and Numerian, a poem upon hunting, of which. 

only three hundred and twenty-five lines now re- 
main. 	The exordium contains an hundred, the 
turn and expression of which 	are poetic. 	He 
begins with two elegant and graceful verses : "'4. I 

I " sing the thousand various ways of hunting, it* 
" joyful toils, its swift courses, and 	its tattles in 
" the midst or peaceful countries." 	The poet's 
reason lbr 	preferring this 	subject to any other, 
is new ; but the subjects which he borrows from 
fable, and on ‘vhich he dwells too long, pretty 
much in the taste ol'Ovid, have been treated over 
and 	over, and 	quite 	exhausted 	by the ancient 
pets. 	" t 'tire, adds he, search the forests, we 

" beat 

* 1'cit:m(1i (•nno mills v1.1,+, bilarc trim! Imborc, 
1);imr,ti,qtit, sit, ,., suctiri prali.t rtivis. 

1-  N(,•; ,initus, virideique iItagas, ciropo,iple patentes. 
.,,,cutitivintr, totisque citi dimnirrimili arviv, 
1.t 1.:itia,  ctipimus Cat;*.; saute suniere prw;I:i., 
\ oc tiinido, lcrtt-;, inibullvs 11.y.re ilaiw•, , 

.Aud;tet.,que hipoi, vulptln cq tazi: i1o:‘, :ont 
CILL1.1,110.1 ,4, 	 P. 1S. 'S' :;',.a. 

Li 
Cr 

ra 

   
  



.;GOOK XXVII.1 	CAR. S... DIO. 

" beat the wools, and scour the extensive plains: 
" we run swiftly over the country ; and with the 
" help of a taith!nl, well-traincd dog, We take va- 
" riot's kinds of booty. 	We delight in out-run- 
" ning the fuarfid hare, and the timid 	fawn ; in 
" eni.,.agit.; 	the audacious 	wolf; 	and 	in 	laying 
" snares for the cunning fkx." 

".I here are the essays of an 	infant muse : after 
which Nemesia) promises to rise to nobler sub. 
iects ; 	to celebrate the victories of ('al inus over ... 
the barbarians of the North, and those or N'Innu._ 
rian over the Persians. 	Here we Lind the flatter- 
ing 	language Of poetry. 	NemeHan 	makes In, 
Illenti011 Of Carus, the real conqueror of the Per- 
sians  : 	but .,..,,ives to the living son the glory which 
belonged to the (1;ml father. 

Alter invoking liiana, the goddess of hunting 
and of woods, the poet invites to read his line,':, 
"  -.I' Those who, like him, struck With the pleasures 
— of the chace, abhor 	law-suits, fly from the tu- 
" with of business, and tile noise or the kir, de- 
" test destructive war, and are not carried beyond 
,, 	..: (.a: 	by 	a\ idity 	of 	.;:;iin." 

1;1.,ide 	the porn) upon hunting, we have limr 
uclognes ascribed to N,Anesi.in, in w iih 	the laws 
,11 	nlOill;t V .11.0 	not 	always 	Sn114:10n1IV 	rt:TCCtC(1, 

I)In, On 	1110 collo ivy, 	arc sonictiwes p;rossly bro.. 
ken 	iiiror.;11 : 	Y, hie!' 	proves 	as 	ninth 	b.,11 	taq,.. 
and barbari •iii., .2 ,.. 	vir,licc 	against 	good ma nn el .;. 
Mu Iii 	% el -iiication is not 	bad : 	awl the third of 
th.e-e pieces pre,cnis 'is a pleillrC'.(1110 de,(TiptiCill 
of 	the 	first 	% nol , .0, 	enlivened 	W tilt 	an 	ima:ery 
;'aril suited to the sidje,•t. 

till 	i:jor-. 	laeenit. 	A lit 	,p,.. 	1 .1.1c1 	II , 	,II 	wit! 
Voll'0 1 , 1:. 	0:, 	1 ,1i 	- 	:, 	a 	1,  ' 	1111 t• 	t 	:i 	III II 	I I 	• 	. 
( 	. i 	if( 	,,, 	i 	!: 	, 	' 	II! 	. 	•1,1 	,.' 	I 	• 	, 	lil 	 I 	gall' 	1 	.1, 	 i 	i 

7,,, 	pL. , 1 	i 	0 	Li, 	,L'Lliali hill- ‘,.,l, 	p,q, 

ttld 	•'• 	e:,/,,' 
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Pan is made to sing the praise of Bacchus. 	He 
relates his bit th, and • upposes that the vine begat 
to hear fruit when he was very young. 	" f Whet'. 
" the grapes were ripe, Bacchus said to the sa- 
" tyrs : Gather that precious fruit, my boys, and 
" tread under your feet those bunches of which 
" you know not the  N  in ue. 	The ,-(.td spoke, and: 
" he satyrs fill to work. 	They gather the bundle 
" ofT the vine, they carry them in wicker baskets, 
" and heaping thew up in vats of stone, they crush 
" them by the motion of their nimble feet. 	The 
" grape bursts and•yields its amiable juice : 	the 
" vintage flows in bubbling rills, and dyes the lla,- 
" ked 	bodies of .  the 	vintagers of purple 	hue. 
" They, tirst of any, pay themselves for their la- 
" hour. Their frolieksome troop seize every vessel 
" either used lin drinking, or capable of bolding 

46  drink. 	( 1ne takes a two handled cup : another.  
" drinks out of a crooked horn : a third scoops 
“ op the liquor with his hollow hands, and sips it 
" eagerly out of them : the most greedy loans over 
" into the vat, and sucks the sweet wine with 
" smacking lips. 	One, instead of playing up 

C6 

-  T,,,, D,,,,,,:% satyri,  nitituros earpite fructus, 
Dixit, & ignotis, pueri,ealcare rAcemos. 
V ix li .c trliderat ; deccrpunt vitibus uvas, 
Et i.orLun utlathis, celcrique illiderc pinut A 
Colic:Iva suxn super properent : Vindemia fervet 
Cullilm: in ...munis, crcho petit' rumpitur ma, 
::..,11que purpurco Imrguntur pectora n 
'nun Satyri, latuiva cohors, On pocula q 
ol,i,. curripiunt  : 	(punt Fors &chit, fleetly 
(.!:mtly.ron Inc retinet, corns hibit alter attuned, 
conuavAt ille n. fflus, pohnesque in pocula vertitv  
icotat4 iit ille lace 1.0.n, & crepitantilms inturit 
' Iii..1.1 131:6:: 	:ilius 	vor..lia 	c.t...Intla 	thergit: 
Atlue  3!.•:, klHO' preS,k re:WI/11MS an 
I.,;.;!•it 	;. , 1 	jowl. ; 	,=Aliens 	liquor ore 	rr,u 
z,,w,,, 1 1,, , ;1,1 11, Ilium:am & pectora dilflun 

'sidt.i3 	1..bli1i.Odut. 
livlog. Ill. v.  :i 	. 	• 
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" his cymbal I', laughs and dips it in. 	Another, 
" laying upon lik Lack, squeezes the grapcs be- 
" tweet' his hands, and drops their juice into his 
" mouth ; the frothy liquor' bubbles out, !lows 
" over his face, and trickles down his breast and 
" shoulders. 	Each has his waggish trick." 

I have dwelt longer upon Numcsian than I shall 
upon Calpurnius. whose poetry savours of hi' had 
fortune, both by his frequently cfnnplaining of 
his situations, and by a less polished, less delicate, 
and more rustic turn of thought and expression, 
than that of his cotemporary. 

('alpurnius was a native of Sicily, and addresses 
the seven eclogues which me have of his writing 
to Nemesian of Carthag,., who is doubtless the 
poet 	I 	have been 	speaking of 	Nemesian is 
thought to be the per-on meant in them miller 
the name of IMehbeens, whom the author deires 
to intercede for him with the reigning princes, 
and to present them his verse's. 

	

Of the seven 	eclogues 	of talpurnius, three. 
namely the first, the fourth, and the Mtventh, turn 
upon public events : the others are pastoral tie 
tilIns. 	The first 	sings Carus's accession 	ti, 	th 
throne. 	'the siibieet of the liana), if I 	nii•tak 
not, is Citrus's coming to take 	possess•ion. 
1.i:overrun( lit ot.  the West., (lining his 	lathe 
rilition :1:,:,,,tinA Ole 	Pet-jails, 	'flue seventh, a 
vilv,crved 	httfir ,  , 	onitaiits 	a 	description 	of 

'',.IIIII ti \% bleb Cams !.,'Ti e at 	Rome, 	and 
hi ,, eldest son presided in his stead. 	I 
gi“..irt wri 	id, a. lit 	clic id20 	0 	t I ‘ 	I 
tendon or NN hi( ii  1,:o. houn I' 
111(151. invsnions and most dins 
/Pe•r  0  

The cynklril thro. 1%1+  tiAerl at  the  etAil id 13.1 
At 

 
at thou. of tt 1,,le, 	v1rt ,4 ci.tapaNt.v1 	of 	tvvvl 	lial 

ihret•• which ut rc ,trtick 'Alt Ag 
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Two shepherds, to avoid the sultry heat of noon, 
retire into a grotto consecrated to 	Fa LI 11 LI S : and 
whilst they are preparing to amuse their leisure 
hours with singing siime pastoral subject, one of 

, 	them perceives and slims to the other,verses lately 
engraved upon the bark of a beech-tree. The de- 
scription of this writinff is elegant. 	"  4' Do you 
" see, says one of the shepherds to his companion, 
" how the cracks which form the letters still con- 
" tinue green, aml are not yet withered by the 
" shrinkin,o• of the severed fibres of the 	bark:  " 
They draw near, and find it is the god Faun us 
himself who speaks in these lines, and prophecies 
to the empire, peace, tranquillity, and perfect hap-
piness under the government of the new emperor. 
The versification is tolerably good. 	The things 
are vague, scarcely characterised, and that in a 
manner not suitable to the circumstances. 	I shall 
only observe, that the idea of their ancient govern-
ment was still implanted so strongly ill the hearts 
of the Romans, that one of the advantages em-
phatically foretold by the god, is the re-establish-
ment of i he consulship in all its splendour." t The 
" consul, said he, shall no longer purchase at a 
" ruinous expellee the empty shadow of a decay- 
" ell 	and 	ruined dignity : 	the fasces 	shall 	not 
" be carried in vain before him ; 	nor shall he sit 
" silent upon a ti•rsaken tribunal. 	The laws shall 
" re.-nine 	their 	vigotn.: 	returning justice 	shall 
" restore the forum to its pristine 	majesty, and 

a 

. A.11.)ici. ut virideg etinwi mine littera rimas 
Servo, & arenti noi,dam !,v laxet inatu ? 

rckz. 1. v. 22,  ,21 	• 
+ ,Tarn nee adurnbrati faeien ,  rwreatm honoris, 

Nee vac uns t!, ,:itti.• fasee,‘, & inane tribunal, 
Ar,tpict Comul: sed legibtF more redovtig 
.1ti  ,  :1,1,  r:7 	more own 	fori vultiniure toilworn 
Feclact, & Milk:turn rgelior Dem auferet :ovum, 
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ec a more auspicious god shall banish all remail 
" of past misfortunes." 

I am very tar from comparing Numcsian and 
Calpurnius to 	Virgil. 	But when I 	read the 
poets, or the Latin orators who lived under Di( 
elesian, Constantine, and Ins children, I 	!amen 
the fate of history, delivered up to rude and ut 
emit!) hands at a time whet poetry and elogneuet ,  
were at least not totally extinguished. 

..., 	. 

1300 
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BOOK XXVIII. 	- -  — 
, 

PRINCIPAL EVENTS 

OF THE REIGN 

OF 

DIOCLESIAN. 

A.R 103.5 	M. .. AURELIUS CARINUS II. 	1 A 
ti.UGG. 

A.C. 1.84. 	M. AURELIUS NUMERIANUS. 

After the death of Numerian„ Dioclesian is 
elected emperor on the seventeenth of September 
at Clialcedon. 

.1.7t 1035. 	C. VALERIUS DIOCLETIANUS AUGUST. II. 
A.C. 	253. . AR.STOEULUS. 

Carlin's, killed after the battle of Margum,leaves1 
Dioclesian peaceable possessor of the empire. 	' 

Dioclesian g es to Rome to he acknowledged, 
and spends the winter at Nicomedia. 

M. JuNrus MAximus II. 
A.71.1(137. 
A.c 	t;e44. 	.... ........  Ỳ ET I.  it S AQUILINUS. 	III 

He takes for his associate and colleague Maxi.: 
mian, who assumed the name of Licrcwitts, smi 
of Hercules, at the same time that Dioclesian took 
that of Jovius, son of Jupiter. 

Maximian 
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Maximian had for his special and particular de-
partment the West, that is to say, Italy, Gaul, 
Africa, &c. 

Ile quells the Bagaudes, a faction of rebels in 
Gaul, who had made Mianus and Amandus their 
chiefs, by proclaiming them both Airousli 

The martyrdom of St Alaurice and his legion. 
Dioclesian, by the terror of his name, obliges 
araranes II, king of the Persians to sue to In 
r peace, and to abandon Mesopotamia. 

C. VALLRIUS DIOCLETIANI'S III. 	 I A.11.11!*. I I'GG.  M. AUlt. V.L. MAXINIANUS. 	j
- 

	

_A. 	 ' 

Maximian disperses and destroys the armies o 
Le Germans who over-run and ravaged Gaul. 
Piracies of the Franks and Saxons. 
Carausius, being sent against those robbers, 
es not acquit himself faithtidly of his commis- 

on ; and being informed that Maximian had set 
price uln 	his head, he revolts, goes over into 
ritain, makes himself master of that island, and 
kes the title of Augustus. 
A triumph is decreed the two emperors. 

MAXIMIANVS AUGI.7!.Tus II. A. R.103i. 
... 	 JAN l ARILS. 

	

A.('. 	V  

Maximian, the same day that he took possession 
of his 	second 	consulship 	at 	Trev-s, 	sallies out 
upon a 'soil) of 	barbarians who plundered 	the 

!nary, and puts them to flight. 
Ile passes the Rhine, and lays waste the country 

)inl that ri 	et. 	Genulion and Alt C, kiing, 0 
C Flanks, submit to him. 
Dioclesian also wars with success again .t the 

nans towards Ithalia. 
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.1.11.101(1.  	. 	Bassos II. 
A. C. ::::::/. QUINTIANUS. 

Tic fleet prepared by Maximian under Caron..,, 
sins does not succeed. 	Treaty of peace betweeri, 
Dioclesian and Maximian on one side, and Ca. 
rausius on the other, who thereby remains peace-' 
able possessor of Britain. 

Dioclesian's victories over the Sarmatians, Jri. 
thongi, and other nations bordering upon the 1)a, 
Dube. 

t.t. DIOCLETTANUS IV. 1..  , AUGG. .290. AtIXDUAN CES 111. ..) 

Dioclesian goes into Syria, and gains some ad-  ' 
vantage over the Saracens. 

Interview of the two emperors at Milan. 

Ant?. 
.  C. 1291. 

....... 	TritErti  ‘.N CS. 
	 D.O. 

The consul Dion might be the son or grandson 
of the historian of that name. 

Divisions and wars between the nations a 
mity with the Romans. 

Revolt of t  , rmics or lIormisdas ttgainst his 	rot:i- 
ll 	tiler Vararanes 11. 

Franks and hetes transported by Maximian  inA 
to the territories of the people of rreves and 	oe 
the NerVial1S. 

11t) It I1. 
29.2. t. 
	 ANN IB.11.I N NUS. 
.  . 0  .  - .  ASCLEPIODOT S. 	

411 

Commotion of the Germans upon the Rhi 
of .  t 1 ie Persians towards 	the 	East, 	of the 	Qti 
que!_ientians in 	Alrica. 	Julianus 	an 	u•urpee 1 

 
ltitly, Achilleus LI Africa. 

   
  



BOOK XXVII I.] 	DIOCLESTAY. i'67 

Constantius Chlorus and Galerius adopted, one 
by Alaximian, the other by . ioclesian, are created 
(:wars, and receive each of them a (kpartment : 
Constantius has Gaul, ;;pain, awl Britain ; 	Gale- 
rills Illyricum and the neighbouring countries. 

Consta , :tius had married 	Helena, by whom he 
bad Constantine, now eighteen years of age 	Ile 
repudiates Helena, and marries Theodora daugh- 
ter-in-law 	to 	laximian. 	Galerius, having also 
divorced his wife, marries Valeria the daughter 
of Dioclesian. 

• 

The Quinquegentians are defeated and sub-
dued by Maximian. 

Constantius takes Boulogne back f'rom Came-
i•itts, who had possessed himself of that place. 

DIOCLETIANUS V. 	A A.Ti.1r4 4. 
MAXIMIANUS IV. 	

1_ 
.A UGG. A. C'.  29::. 

COIISIalltIIIS drives the Franks out of the coun-
try of the Batavians, of which they had possessed 
theinselec, with the help of ( a ratismi. 	Ile trans- 
ports a great number of the' 	pri,oners into the 
ten itorics of the empire, and settles them there. 

Forts built upon the thmtiers. 
( on:411110'1s 	takes great 	pains 	to restore the 

city 01.Auttiii, which had been taken and ravaged 
by the barbarians under Claudius H. 

lie makes learning ilour:,sh in it again, and pre- 
e:,i;,, on the rhetorician Etimenius, \vho \vas 	I lieu 
ill pos,,,ion of a high office in the 	imperial pa- 
lace, to restilric the public proft ssion 01 eloquenee• 

I. ar:or,ite4 is killed 	he 111.4 	lieutenant 	.111(.011c- 
.who takes the title of A ogo-tus• awl reinains mas-
tut'  ( , j.  Britain. 

Ft Iv.t.'' 
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C. 294. FLAVIUS V.ti.rnius CONS l'ANTIUS. t ,., 
C, 	L. 	v AL. .111 	SIMIAN CS. 	j  l.. MSS. 

Vararanes III. succeeds his father Vararanes 
' 	II. and 	after a very short reign is himself. s 

ceeded by Narses. 

.104G.   Tuscus. '.2U. 	 ANULINUS. 

The nation of the Carpians, several times con 
quered by 	Galerius, is transported entirely by. 
Dioelesian into the territories of the empire, par- 
ticularly into Pannonia. 

.  047. 
'496. 

DIOCLETINN US AUGUSTUS VI. 
CONSTANTLUS (JESAR II. 

Narses having renewed the war against the Ro 
mans,Galeritismarehes against him, and is worste( 
through his imprudence.Heis very badly receive( 
by Dioclesian. 	He prepares to take his revenge.- 

( onstantius attacks 	Allectus, who is defeated 
and 	killed. 	Britain, after 	a separation 	of ten 
years, i,  re-united to the empire. 

The Franks, allies of Caransins, and afterwards 
or Allectus, suffer great losses, and arc beaten in' 
several 	places 	by 	Constantius. 	He carries 	the' 
lvar against them even into their original co 
try, and transports from thence whole colonic.. 
captives into the territories of Amiens, Beauvais, 
Troves, and Langres. 

Dioclesian marches in person against Achill m.( 
the usurper of Egypt, who is conquered with case 
and killed. 

Ile contracts the limits of the empire to 
- 	. Ethiopia, and abaedon, to the 	Norh.it i a district po  

of seven days journey above Elephantintun. 	lie 
rrrranoli 
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grants them a pension, which was still paid in the 
time of Justinian. 

MAXT.MIA NUS A TAil-STUS V. 	 A.R. MA. 
ALEI11US CZ.S.k It H. 	 .A. C. :W. 

, .  imian makes war against the Moors with 
uccess. 
Galerius gains a signal victory over Narscs. 

'he vanquished Pcrsians sue for peace and ob-
ain it by ceding to the Romans five provinces 
pon the right hand side of the Tigris. 	Galeri- 
s, swelled with pride, begins to 	dissatisfied 
ith the second rank. 	 . 

A. R. 1019. 
AN ICIUS F. us 	II. 	 A. C. 19P. 
SEVERUS GALLUS. 

Eumenius begs that the schools of Alarm may 
e rebuilt, and offers to contribute towards it, by 

appropriating to that purpose his salary, which 
was •ix hundred thousand sesterces. 

lik

Castles and 	forts built b 	Dioclesian's order 
pun all the frontiers of the empire. 

A. R. 10,;0. II. } AuGG. 
	 A. C. '499. '. 	

. 
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A.R. 10.A. 
CONSTANTIPI M. 	/ 	 A. C. 34A). 

• 6 A LERIt i M. 	CESS. 

' 	C know but few events under these two years. 

t

Will\ 

 

l 	N I; 5 	11. 	 A. R. 	., . 	 f HA 
P 	0. 	

, 
a .1.. C. 	l I , I.011.US, 

m,:tantins, fighting against the Germans, is 
vreated and conquer* itl the space 4.)f six hours, 
al-  Langres. 

I
'  

He 
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He gains another victory over the German na. 
tions, near Vindonissa. 

A.R.103.1. 
A. C. :.:02. 

CO"VSTANTIUS IV.  L.T.SS. GALEM I'S IV. 

A. R.10.51. DIOCL":TTANUS VIII. 1... t  illiGG. MAximiANcs VII. 

Galerius goes to Dioclesian at Nicomedia, ant 
prevails on him to persecute the Christians 

The signal for the persecution given by the c C 
StrlICti011 of the church at Nicomedia on the twen-
ty-third  of I;chruary. 

The edict for the persecution published  the 
next  day. 

Rebellions in Melitene, in Armenia, and at Se- 
leucia in Syria 	Eugene, proclaimed Augustus 
by Live hundred soldiers, who worked at the har-
bour of Selencia, goes the same day to Antioch, 
and is killed there with all those that accompani- 
ed him. 	Dioclesian's cruelties on that account. 

Dioclesian goes to Rome, to celebrate the tri-
umph which had been decreed to him, and Vaxi-
mian sixteen years before, and feasts for the twen-
tieth year of his reign. 

Ili,: economy in this double rejoicing displeases 
the Roman people, who lampoon him for it. 	Dio- 
clesian is offended at their behaviour; 	and after 
triumphing on the seventeenth of November, Ire 
leaves the city abruptly on 	the thirteenth of the 
next December. 	Ili: health, which was impaired 
betore, sidl'ered greatly by travelling at that time 
of the year, and he contracted a lingi,Tim); disor-
der, or winch he tic\ er recovered thoroughly. 

A.n.10;.7. 
A. C ':n 1. 

Diocra-,-.1 yces IX. 	),  AL.
G.G, -411.1X1)11 \NUS VIII. $ 	' 

Dioc,lesian, 
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Dioclesian, after taking possession of the con- 
ulship at 	Itay.nna, continues his journey, and 
rrives at Ni..omedia. 

I_ He was ill dur...g all this year, and on the thir- 
eenth of D!eember it was thought that. lie was 

tlyiug: but he grew better. 

Cos-r.i.sTics V./. 	

e.*"  

c  Ccss. UALEicus V. 	3 	
)ESS. 
 

Dioclesian appeared in public on 	the• first of 
larch : 	but so altered, as hardly to be known 

t

• 

ioclesian s mind, fiances him, as well as Maxi:"1"'  

gain. 
Galerius taking advantage of the weakness of 

ian, to abdicate the empire. 
The ceremony of the abdication was performed 

on the first of ..ay, by Dioclesian at Nicomedia, 
and by Maximian at Milan. 	Seven's, and • 'axi- 
mian baia or D.izi, on. the creature of Gulerius, 
the other his nephew, are created C.usars. 

USURPERS under DIOCLESIAN. 

II .2ELIAN US and AMANDI'S proclaimed August; by 
le Gagandes in Gaul. 
CARAusics in Britain. 
ALLEC FUS, the murderer of Carausius, and his 

iceessor, 
Acnit.L.u.s in Egypt. 
Ji i LANUS in Italy. 
EcoENE emperor for a day at Seleueia, and at 
utioch in Syria. 

, 4. 

DIOCLESIAN,. 
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DIOCLESIAN. 
• 

SECT. I. 

General idea of Dioclesian's character. 	ll'ant ()  mita 
terialsfOr the history of his reign. 	His orkf ,in and 
rise. 	Some account of the office of Count of.  the 
:Domestics, which he hid. 	his election to the em- 
pire. 	The death of C ainus. 	Dioclesian behaves 
nobly after the victory. 	He goes to Rome. 	State  • 
of the empire, attacked on the East and on the 
ll'est. Lagaudes. Dioclesian makes Maximian 
colleague. 	Puy take the surnames gf.lovius an 
Ilercul;lis. 	illaximian is charged with the war in 
the It .e4. 	He subdues the Ba,,,audes. 	Ile drives  . 
back the German nationswhich had over-run (Maul. 
A shining instance of his valour. 	Ile passes the 
Rhine, and subdues some of the Franks. 	Pira- t 
cies or • he [ranks and Saxons. 	( arausius revolts, 
and sei.-:es upon Britain. 	He maintains hims,tf  i 
there. a rains! Maximian, who is obliged to make  
peace with hint. 	rranks and bytes transpor 
10 the nether side of the 	!Mine. 	I he zeal.. 
Grenobl 	rebuilt. 	Dioelesian, by the terror of his  , 
name, jorces the king of Versia to Nue to him .for  A  
peace. 	Di ,  clesian's victories over divers barbarous 
nations. 	Interview of the two emperors at Milan. 
Their pedect anion. 	Ihe chief honour of i' le - 
lou.2s to 	Dioclesian. 	Ile resolves 10 create ili, 
Orsars, Cons Una; us ('Morns, and G aleri us . 	_. !dolt-  , 
lion and 1ZCTO  marriaL,es of else two eu•sars. 	(..;t: • - 
morn/ of their installation. 	Constantius the 
Ocsar• 	1)( parlmenis a-signed to Constantiur 
Galerins. 	I acrmrenienciesofinere sink; the num 
12; fit:  ..,Itigagi a;pl Cle.qtrs. 	Hardness of Dioc 

stan $ 
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sian's government His passion for building. Dio- 
cicsian'.s b.-stns at Rome. 	Marinzian subdues the 
Quinquegentians. 	He destroys the usurper Julian. 
Diocletian, afier ha:•ing tramparted the Carpians 
int) Pannonia, marches against Achillanis the u- 
surper of Egypt, defeats him, and kills him. 	He 
abandons a great extent of territory above Ele- 
phantinuni on the Nile. 	The beginning- of Con- 
stantine. 	Constantius enters into war against Ca- 
rausius, and takes Bologne from him. 	He re- 
cover the country of the Batavians, which the 
Franks had invaded,firces these last to surrender, 
and renzoves them into different parts of Gaul. 
Re-establishment of the city and school of Autun. 
Many other cities restored in different parts of the 
empire. 	Carausius killed by Alcctus, who remains 
peaceable possessor of Britainfor three years. Con- 

'

stantius makes war against him. 	A llectus is con- 
quered and killed. 	The island returns to the domi- 
num of its laujid masters. 	Constantius makes a 
noble use of his victory. 	Other exploits of that 
prince against the German nations. 	311dness of 
Constantius's government. 	11'cm:1r/cable instance of 
it. 	Gakrius makes war upon Narses king of 
Persia, and gains a great vict2ry over him. 	Nal.- 

. 	sus suet for peace. 	lt is granted him. 	Conditions 
of the treaty. 	This peace lasted forty years. 	Ga- 
lerius puAd up with pride. 	Transactions of less 
importance during a space of five years. 

IA loci.ESIAN  is a name odious to Christians. 2,7:71  
J 	lie  was the author of the bloodiest persecu.thile- 

ition that the church of Christ ever suffered from:.""ti:1".  
the 	Roman emperors : and though he did not. 
ori;er it of his own accord, but at the solicitation of 

1111  another ; though he had the 	least share in the 
execution of it, his abdication taking place soon 
alter the publication of the edict against the pro- 
fts,ion of Christianitv ; 	all its horrors are just- vet • 

Vol.. IX. 	 • 	T 	 Iv 
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ly imputed to him, because be began it, and should, 
as he had the principal authority, have rejected the 
bad counsels of those who shared his power, and 
not have followed them. 

On the other hand, Dioclesian was a great prince, 
and governed with uncommon wisdom. 	Sensible 
of his defects, he endeavoured to make amends for 
_them by the choice of those he pitched upon for 
the partners of his labours, over whom, however, 
he always preserved, at least as long as his intel-
lects remained unimpaired"by sickness, a superio-
rity founded wholly upon eminence of merit; 
their titles being equal to his. 

This same prince, forced by an ambitious and 
ungrateful colleague to resign the empire, rendered 
voluntary, by a most extraordinary moderation, 
what was at first a matter of constraint : he knew 
how to live like a private man after having been 
emperor ; and though an opportunity offered for 
him to recover the grandeur he had been stripped7 
Of, he shut his heart against the strong temptation, 
and preferred the pot-herbs of his garden to the 

nt.   de throne of the Cwsars. 
t. 	With these estimable qualities Dioclesian had 
"  7' great Vices. 	He was luxurious, covetous, ostenta- el. 
(, 	tious, and arrogant. 	Even the Pagans have re- 

proached him with imitating Domitian and Cali-
gula, by causing himself to be worshipped as they  
had done, and by suffering the titles of Lord and 
God to be given him ; • so that he has been 
ranked among the number of those whose exam-
ple proves, that insolence is never carried farther 
than by those who come to a fortune for which 
they were not born. 

of Iut 	His reign was long, and rich in events ; but•the Tials scarcity of materials renders it in a manner short 
and 

.... 
• Quis rebus convert= ea 	 huroillimos goosque, maxi- 

me ubi alts 	acceeserunt, surazbia atque ambitione imodicuc 
it  . 	ease. 	Aur. Via. 
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and ba'rreu to us. 	No part of history has been 	E
l
l!). the 

or 
 

worse treated by the injuries of time, than thathiXgm 
which concerns Diodesian. 	It is not of great 
writers only that we are in want. 	The Byzantine 
history does not come so low down as his reign : 
what Zosimus wrote of him is lost : we arc re-
duced to Zonaras, Eutropius, the two Victors, 
scanty 	abbreviator's ; 	and 	our 	most 	plentiful 
sources are a few panegyrics filled with exagge- 
rated flatteries, 	and 	a 	work of Lactantius, 	in 
which the author's real may sometimes have car- 
ried him too far. 	All 	that we can do with these 
helps, is to endeavour to find out the truth, which 
we shall speak with strict impartiality, relating the 
good and the bad, as we shall collect it from our 
originals. 

Dioclesian's first name was Diodes; taken from In8 origia 
the city where he was born, Diodea * in Dalmatia.and rile" 
His mother bore the same name as the city, being 
likewise called Dioclea. 	After his accession to the 
empire, to give his name a more Roman form, he 
called himself Diocktiamis instead aD;oc/es. This 
was his proper name, and tl, , t by which he was 
distinguished. 	l le also bore those of C. Valerius Taloa. 
Aurelius, names purely Roman, which might be 
common to him, with many others, and which he 
probably took from the family he had served : for p

i a.Epic:. 

we are assured that he was originally the freed- 
man of a senator, whose surname only, Aurelia- Eutry t 
• us, is known by us. 	Others say he was the son 

'  f a scribe or register. 
.  H 	 ire embraced the profession of arms, in which ,. 	„ . ,. 	r rvr. 
e must have excelled, since he is reckoned among??. 	• 
ie good generals (brined under the discipline of(sc.:;4:- 
robus. 	His services raised him to the consul-Gr. Ark% 
ip : and when Numerian perished, Dioclesian 1%, 

I

h  
eld a considerable office in 	the prince's palace,ii",1, im  

2 	 being 
* This city. likewise called Docleit, ii now ruined. 	It woo 

not far frotu Narow, now Narema. 
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being what the Romaus then called Count 'of the 
Domestics. 

The word Count, which in the Latin tongue sig- 
I 	s,me ne. nifles Companion, was become a title of honour irt i  count of 	the times I am speaking of. 	The Roman em=  

the office 
of Count ofperors were always accompanied, as may have 

I
. 

	

	the nom.- 
ties,  which 
he,held. 

been often observed in this history, by a number 
of illustrious persons chosen from among the most 
distinguished either in 	the civil or the military 
professions ; and these firmed a constant standing 

OP' council. 	They were called, as in effect they were, 
the Companions of the prince ; and as this appella- 
Lion, and the functions annexed to it, gave there 
influence and authority, it became a title of dig,  
pity and power. 	Several of the great officerg 
of the state took it, with the addition of some 
term expressive of their particular department. 
Thus the Count of the Domestics was the commande 
of that part of the imperial guard, which proper! 
constituted the prince's household : for the pry 
torian cohorts were then employed only in war, 
at most to guard the out-parts of the palace. 	Th 	- 
emperors feared them, after the many revolution' 
they had occasioned, and thought it necessary to 
create new corps of troops fur the immediate de-
fence of their persons, and the guard of the inside 
of the palace. 	They gave them the name of Do-
mestici, which signifies people attached to the service 
(.if the house. 

Dioelesian commanded that fine troop when 110 
MR dcc-  was elected emperor, on the seventeenth of Sep- 
lion to the 
empi r,. 

, [ember in the year of Christ 284.. 	Ile was their 
11,.. &au .,re,,. ;Hu, 
AIL lull 

about thirty-tune years old, since he was sixty- 
eight when he died in 313. 	I have said in what 

Vivi. Fri,. 

11/.,,,,v,i,u, 

inalMer  he was raised to the empire, and how he 
carried on a war against Carinus, which, happily 
for him, ended with the tragical death of that de-
tested prince. 

behaves 
lie behaved 	most nobly after his victory ; not 

only pardoning all that had borne arms against him, 
II, who'o  
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horn he justly thought not blameable for having=?1,7 
erved a prince whose title was so 	legitimate asituret.  Kr. 
hat of Carinus ; but also continuing in their posts 
ml dignities those who had been promoted by his 	,, 
nervy. 	Aristobulus, praetorian 	purfect under 
arinus, was the same under Dioclesian, who per-
itted him likewise to enjoy the honours of the 

consulate, of which he finmd him in possession. riite,  

Pt is added, that the conqueror shewed the samc 
ndulgence to C. Ceionius Varus, governor of the 

city, 	and praetorian pneteet at the same time. 
Aurelius Victor has reason to extol this conduct. 
It is a new and unheard of thing, says he, that no 	. 
one lost either fortune, - honour, or life, 	after a 
civil war ; whilst we praise the mildness and ge-
nerosity of those princes, who, in such cases, set 
at last some bounds to confiscations, banishments, 
and death. 

It is highly probable that Dioclesian, becomenegerst  
ole master of the empire 1ty the death of Carinus, za* 
ent to Rome to he acknowledged ther. 	But he 	I  
ever liked to live in that city, nor can he then have 
tayed there long, since he so ut the winter of this 
me year of Christ 285, at Nicomedia. 	It was 
ere that he took for his colleague, on the first Tim,  . 
' April in the next year, Maxiinian 	.ereules, of:t.a.i.o.ir. 
hose valour he thought the state stood in need. 
In effect, both the eastern and the western cx 

entities of the empire were attacked at the same. 	„I  „„ 
me. 	In the cast, the Persians, emboldened byt,,,,0 
umerian's retreat, and by the troubles ,.% hid, en-!,:.''"" l'e 
ed alter his death, had reemiquered Mesopota-P.o 

. in, and there was mum to fear they would 34 	.11 

rcr-rtin Syria and 	the neighbouring provio 
he 	west 	was not less agitated. 	\%'e le uu from 7 • 1 ;h .., 

	

o medals struck in the second 	vea:. 	it 	plot*. th.,1.,,t. 
an, which gave this prince the titles of (icrin.inic  1.  
d 	Britannic, that 	t.,..re 	had 	be, n 	0, 	u ....‘;•tiii,.; 
Germany and Britain: and ( otul was endah 	ml 

y an intestine rebellion. 
These 

r[` 
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Bagaude2. 
Palm:. 
Maxim. 

These rebels were the Baugaudes, of' whom we 
have already spoken under the reign of Claudius II. 

Conat. a rustic troop, whom the grievous weight of their 
taxes had induced to take up arms, to rid them- 

` B• m. selves of a tyranny which seemed to them worse 
than death. 	We cannot give the etymology of 
their name, of which, however, there still is a mo-
nument near Paris in the village. of St Maur des 
Fosses, formerly called the castle of the Bagaudes. 
What we know', is that these plowmen and shep-
herds, transformed into soldiers and troopers, imi-
tated by their ravages the fury of the barbarians, 
and laid waste the countries they ought to have 
cultivated. 	' Under Claudius fI, their 	strength 
must have been considerable, since, as we have 
seen, they laid a seventh months siege to the city 
Of liuttin, and took it at last by force. 	Under 
Aurelian and Probus, no mention is made of them. 

sr. 
The valour' and activity of those warlike princes, 
kept them doubtless in awe. 	At the time I now 

c i 	•speak of, again exasperated by the injustice, %,io- 
'P.  lence, and cruelty of Carinus, they renewed their 

revolt, which might seem to deserve by so much 
the more attention, as they were headed by two 
men of some consequence, if we may judge from 
the boldness with which each of them assumed the 
title of Augustus. 	Their names were YElianu4 
and Amandus. 

rwlesian If Dioclesian had been a great warrior, there was  i 
i  mitri 

vol. 
nothing in this that need have frightened him. 
Clandius II. and Aurelian were in infinitely more 
dangerous situations when they came to the throne. 
But though this prince understood the militaryart, 
it does not appear that he was brave. Prudence in 
politics was his talent, and this seems to have dege-
nerated in him even into timidity. For this reason, 

to 
.  Quum militares hahitus 	 g ig nari a ricola- a PP  etiverunt .....' 

quum hostem barbarian suorum cultorum ntsticus vastator 
imitatus est. 
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o enable him to face the different enemies he 
eared, he thought he stood in need rr',1 colleague, 
ho should share with him a burden too heavy for 
is weakness : and Maximian, his countryman and 
riend, was the person he pitched upon. 

Maximian was born in Pannonia, near Sirmium,I;fa"e.l.  
f parents of very mean condition, who earned via. sput. 
heir bread by the labour of their hands. 	His edit-
ation was answerable to his birth : and his igno-
ance was so great and Notions, that a panegyr-
ist, citing before him the exploits of' Scipio Atli-
anus, and extolling him for having imitated them, 
oes not scruple to express his doubt whether 
Iaximian had ever heard of them. 	At the time 

• f his birth, his native country, Pannonia, hdd long 
leen the perpetual seat of war. 	Born, therefbre, 
n the midst of arms, and being trained up to 
hem from his infancy, his body and his courage 
'ere accustomed early to fatigue and danger. 	At Aurel. ri,t. 
irst a soldier, and afterwards an officer, he rose 
yen to still higher stations, which we cannot ex- 
lain distinctly : 	hilt we 	know, 	that 	be had the 
cans of fbrming himself in the schools of A I/ re- 
an and Probes, which implies that he approach- cop. P r vb. 

_d those princes, and consequently that he held a Pa  2' arr. 
istinguished rank in the army. 	He followed mai', 
hem in all their expeditions, upon the Danube, 
he Euphrates, the Rhine, and the borders of the 
• cean. 	He became a warrior, as much as courage 
lone and practice elm make a man, without the 
elp of that superior knowledge and those extcn-
ice views, of which his heavy mind was not capa- 
le. 	He was all his life a clownish soldier, rustic, 	r. i. ri" ' 
iolcnt, 	perfidious, 	cruel, 	brutally 	debauched. 
le had brought with hi,m into the world a l en- 
eney to all 	these vices, and 	no culture having 
aught him to check or correct them, he aban-Ememr. 
oned himself wholly to their impulse. 	Even his 
inward form, hard and savage, spoke the tierce- 
ess of his soul, 	It' he (lid not ruin the empire by 

his 
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his enormous excesses, and if he even served it 
usefully, it was owing to Dioclesian's wisdom,) 
which was a curb upon him, and fOr which he 24 
ways preserved a very great respect. 

fi,T.earin. They had long been friends, and Vopiscus de• 
is. dares that his grandfather and Maximian were, 

the only persons to whom Dioclesian related in, 
confidence the prediction of the Druidess concern- 
ing the boar. 	Dioclesian therefore 	knew him 
well, when he made him his associate in the em-; 
pire. 	Be wanted a man capable of making war ;0 
and that Maximian was : besides which he knew,, 
his ascendant over him. 	For the,e reasons he 
thought he might safely Aare with him a title;' 
which according to the common rule, does not ,  
admit of any partner : and he was not mistaken ifS 
his judgment. 	Maximian remained constantly 
faithful to him ; and, when his equal in honourl 
and rank, always deferred him the superiority its  • 
council. 	Dioclesian made even the vices of his 

Efarry. colleague serve him. 	As he was very desirous to 
acquire the reputation of clemency, whenever he 
thought any violent and odious step necessary to 
be taken, he put it upon Maximian, who readily 
undertook any such affairs, suitable to his natural 
disposition. 	By this means the contrast of the 
harshness of the one, heightened the goodness and._ 
mildness which the other affected to shew. 	, 

Such were the motives which determined Dio. 
clesian in his choice. 	He first created Maximiais 
Ca'sar, and afterwards he declared him Augustus! 

They tale 
the Kur- =Ines  or  

at Nicomedia, as I have already said. 	From that' 
moment the two emperors treated each other as: 

Jo, us and brothers : 	and some time after they took by mu-1 
"'"H"'' tual agreement, surnames ill suited to the mean- 

ness of their origin. 	The sons of herdsmen or 
slaves ordered themselves to be called the one Jo-r 
vius, as if descended from Jupiter, the other Ilim-  ' 
crimos, as if sprung from Hercules : wtoched va- 

nity, 
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pity, and proof of the blindness which fortnue 
produces! 	It is proper to observe in the distri- 
bution ofthese surinunes, Dioclesian':: care to keep 
the pre-eminence. 	Jupiter was the gieatest of 
the gods; Hercules only the most valiant. 

It was in the same spirit that Dioclesian always 
reserved to himself the Nlvantage of a consulship 
over Maximian. 	They were often colleagues in 
that olilce,but always with the ditrercuee1 have 
said. 	In the year which preceded their abdica- 
tion, Dioclesian was consul for the ninth time, 
and Alaxiinian Iii the eighth. 	This observation 
is strengthened by the contrary example of the 
two Ctesars they afterwards created, Constantius 
Chlorus and GaleriuF, whose consulates always 
kept equal peace. 

Dioclesian, after having associated Nlaximianota::irni,n 
prepared 	to 	march 	against 	the 	Persians, 	andtimi(t.hhatrg 
charged his colleague with the war in the west. war in 
So we arc to understand the partition they are 
said to have made of the empire. 	Each of thew 
had a more particular 	inTection 	over a certai 
portion of it : 	but there was no tiirmal division 
and it seems to me clearly proved by the tac 
themselves, 	that they possessed the empire i 
common, and undivided. 	The state was still but 
one, though under two heads. 

NI aximian justified Dioclesian's choice of him, by it 
the glorious success of his arms. 	lie subdued theV 
Baguudes, and, it' his panegyrist does not deceive r,,,,. 
us, he used more clemency to regain those rebels,471tg:b 
than he did Itirec to conquer thew. 	Not that t he mid. •,.. 
war was ended 	without resistance 	or tighting. 4- 
The orator's own words do not require our sup- 
pbsing that to have 	been 	the 	ease : 	luid in tho 
seventh century, when the abbey of St Maur dot 
Fosses was built, the tradition of' the country was 
that the 	11agandes, masters of the castle which 
ttesar had erected in the peninsula lOrmed there 
Ivy the 	Marne, stood 	a siege in it against Nlaxi- 

taian ; 
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mian ; that they were dislodged by force, and that 
the conqueror razed the castle, and left only the 
ditches, from which the abbey took the name it 
now bears. 	We are not told what became of 1E- 
lianus and Amandus, the two chiefs of the rebels. 
Both the name and the faction of the Bagaudes 
were revived in the fifth century. 	Salvianus men- 
tions them. 

drives After Maximian had quelled the rebellion of the 
k the Bagaudes, the barbarians exercised his valour. 

nations 
which had 
overrun 
GauL 

The German nations, Burgundians,Alamans, Chg.,  
bons, 	Herules, constantly 	bent upon 	settling 
themselves in Gaul, had over-spread that rich and 

A.R MS' fine country. 	Maximian, then consul for the first Pane. 
maxim_ 

. time, boldly opposed these numerous enemies, and 
conquered them by two different methods. 	He 
cut off their provisions from the Burgundians and 
Alamann i ; and sickness,the infallible consequence 
of famine, breaking out among them, the army of 
those two nations was destroyed without the Ro-
man emperor's being obliged to draw his sword. 
The Chafbons and Herules were conquered in 
battle : on which occasion Maximian performed 
prodigies of valour, being always fbremost in the 
hottest part of the fight, and seeming to multiply 
himself by the rapidity with which he flew to every 
place where his presence might be necessary. The 
barbarians were cut to pieces : and if there be no 
exaggeration in the orator who is here my guide, 
it was not any one of them who escaped with life, 
but the fame of \laximian's glory that carried the.  
news of tl tell. defeat to their native country. 

A, remark- 
Able in- It eaiinot be doubted but that this prince wa 
stntwe et Valiant. 	1 le gave a signal proof' of it the very day.  
his ral""r.  A. IL 1039. that he took possession of his second consulship -

by an action which I beg the reader's leave to re
, 
 

Lite in a translation of a piece of oratory, the only, 
monument of the filet,. 	It may, at the same time, 
Fel ve as a specimen of the eloquence of the tinter 

0 
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of which I am writing the history. 	" • I pass 
" over, says the orator, your innumerable battles 
" and victories in Gaul. 	For what speech conf .  
" suffice to recount so many and so great a 

chievements ? 	But I can by no means be silent 
" in regard to that first auspicious day oC your 
" consulate ; that day on which, though scarcely 
" sufficient for others to prepare fir action, yoj 
" alone found time to act, so that the sun, in th 
" space of one, and that its shortest course, sa 
" you begin the functions of consul, and complete 
" those of the victorious general. 	We have, seen 
" you, Ciusar, in one and the same (lay, make 
" vows for the republic, and owe the performance 
" of them : for what you wished to do in a future 
" time, that yon did instantly : 	so that you scout 

" to 

4  Transco innumcrabiles tuas tota Gallia pitgnas atque 1 ic- 
torias. 	Qua: enim tot tantisque rebus sufficict oratio? 	Illuil 
tame,, prinium Consulates tui auspicalem diem tacitus prletel 
re nullo motto possum, quo to solos omnitun consecutus es. ut 
quod tempus antra incipieudis tantummodo rebus aptuni vide-
hat Ur, tune prinium potucrit suilicere peragemlis ; unoque mid 
curriculo suo, eoque hrevissimo, It- i , tlicia to Consulia inchoan. 
tem videret, & Imper.aturis implentem. 	Vidinms te, Ciesar, 
codem die pro republica, & vista suscipere, & convirta* dell  
re. 	Quoit enim optaveris in futurum, fecisti continuo transa 
nun: sit milli ipsa Deorum auxilia, glue precatus eras, prmve-
nisse videaris, & quidquid ille promiterant ante fccisse. 	Vidi  • 
nuts te, Cesar, eodem die & in clarissimo pacis habitu, & 

	

' 	• pitIcherimo virtutis ornate. 	Bona venia Deum dixerim : n i 
Jupiter quidem 	ipso tanta celeritate facicm cculi sui variat 
quoin facile to -I' togam pratextam sumpto tborace imams 
hastam posito scipione rapuisti, a tribunali toilet in eampu 
a curuti in equum transtulisti, & rursus ex acne emu triumph° 
diisti, totamipte lianc urbetn repentina tua in hostes crillitim 
sollicitam, Letitia & exultatione, & aris 	tlagrantilms, & 	sincri 
c'is, & odoribus accensis 	Numini tuo, implesti. 	Its 	utroipt .  
illius diei suprento tenipore his divina res pail 	religimie  cole:

41 
 

brats est : Jovi, dim pro futtuis N.  ovetur; tibi,ilum pro  vied  
ria solvitur.  

• I havw  Fulistitut«I this word instesil of  ennju ',In which is a ',lentil...id. 
error. 	Coto  i tt ;  nto,  are vows which the ovine has laid the portion who) 
made them. under the obligation to perform. 

t The wutit Jupiter is improperly-  repeated hi 70 in  i t :1., 	Oliitir .. 	I 
ha,  e rot-embed it. 
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" to have implored the assistance of the gods for 
" what you had already accomplished, and to have 
" executed before-hand what they promised you. 
" We have seen you, Cesar, wear in the same day 
" the majestic robe of peace, and the most shining 
" ornaments of war. 	Permit me, ye gods, to say . 
" it : not Jupiter himself varies the face of his own 
" heaven with such celerity, as you changed the 
" prtrtexta for the cuirass, the ivory sceptre for the 
" spear. 	You flew from the tribunal to the field 
" of battle, from the curule chair to your horse, 
" and in an instant returned triumphant to this 
" city, to dispel its alarms occasioned by your 
c" sudden sally upon the enemy, to fill it with joy 
" and gladness, to make its altars smoke with in- 
" cense, sacrifices, and perfumes burnt in honour 
" of your divinity. 	Thus both the beginning and 
" the end of that day were consecrated by equal- 
" ly religious ceremonies : the first addressed 	to 
" Jupiter, to pray for victory ; the second to you, 
" to thank you for it." 

The antithesis are not well managed in this 
piece, and the adulation in it amounts to impiety. 
The greatest of the gods, according to the orator, 
is plainly not Jupiter. 	The turns, however, arc 
ingenious ; 	the expression is lively and brilliant ; 
and if the historians of the same time were equal 
in their way to what this orator is in his, we should 
not have so much reason to complain. 

The fact, in itself, is fine, and does honour to 
Maximian. 	The city in question is undoubtedly 
Treves, from whence the emperor, having there 
taken possession of the consulship on the first of 
January, sallied out immediately after upon some 
troops of Germans who annoyed the country, de- 
feated and dispersed them, and returned victo- 
rious. 

. 	e the " 	Maximian, not satisfied with this temporary ad- r ive, Ol 
and trttb- 	vantage, resolved to secure the tranquillity of Gaul 

in 
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in a lasting manner, by carrying his arms beyondn. 
the Rhine. He crossed that river, and ravaged the Fran" 
country beyond it with fire and sword. 	The of 

barbarians implored his mercy : and the 
orator names two kings of the Franks, Genobon 
and Atech, who, by their submission, obtained 
peace of the Roman emperor, and esteemed them-
selves happy in being maintained by him in the 
possession of their states. 

But the whole nation of the Franks was far ph., • 
from being conquered. 	Part of them, in concertiher 
with the Saxons, over-ran the seas, am! renderedVa 
navigation impracticable by their piracies. 	To Ent fop' 

stop this evil, Maximian had recourse to a reme-
dy, which he had cause to repent. 

He had in his service an excellent sea-officerc  
named Carausins, born 	a Menapian *, 	in there 
neighbourhood of the sea, and who, having prat-hi  
tised from his infancy the management of ships,m 
and even earned his subsistance by it, had raisee"„„/, 
himself' by degrees ; and as he advanced, oppor- Eutrc 

tunities offering for him to display his talents, he 
ingratiated himself more and more with Alaxi- 
mian, who at last ,judged him capable of cofiduct-
ing an important enterprize. This emperor ther 
fore ordered him to assemble a squadron at Bo 
logne, and with it to give battle. to the Frank and 

' 

Saxon pirates, and clear the seas of them. Carat'. 
ius had in fact all the courage and all the skill 

Necessary (Or such an undertaking : but he had 
Not probity, without which no duty is well fidtil-
ed. He looked upon this commission as a int.anii 

of' making money; and was 1101 Ulkillstly sto.pre 

the 

.d  of letting the pirates past, 	in older 	to 	at  Ia.. e 
. them on their return when they should be Field,  ' 
'laden. 	By this means he took several valudde 
prizes, of which he gave little or no account to 

" The Mennvians then occupioa the country. bordering npin 

Pr
that 	if the  Morrp:, who, as cagy' one know,,, inhabit od t • 
evivit where Boulogne, Cliais.. &c. now stand. 
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the imperial treasury, or to the plundered provi 
ces, but converted the greatest part of their pr 
duce to his own use. 	Maximian, who never co, 
stilted the rules of moderation or prudence, o 
tiered this powerful officer to be killed witho 
any form of process. 	Carausius was informed 
it in time, and sailed over to Britain with his flee 
There, having bribed or intimidated the only R 
man legion then in the island, and some bodies of 
&reign troops which accompanied that legion, he 
assumed the purple,and declared himself emperor. 
Well knowing that Maximian would not fail to a 
tack him in his new usurpation, he took all prop 
measures to strengthen himself, increasing his fle 
by the addition of a great number of new shi 
which he built, and inviting the barbarians, Fran 
and Saxons, to join him, and share with him tl  . 
plunder of the maritime provinces of Gaul. 
he was a great seaman, he soon instructed the 
adventures, picked up from all parts, and rendere 
his marine very powerful, both by the num 
his ships, and the skill of their crews. 

Ile main- 
LLing him- 
self there 
egainst 

lie had the necessary time to strengthen b 
' means' his infant power : for when he revoke 

Maximian was still engaged in the war against tl 
Maximian. 
who is ob-
liged to 
malt-peace 
with hini. 
ma, Pa- 
ncor• Ma'r" i,,,. 

Germans, and besides he had no fleet. 	A year, , 
least, was requisite to enable that prince, on on . 
hand, to subdue and pacify the German nations, 
and on the other to build ships on the coast of 
Gaul opposite to Britain : so that when Maxi-
mian's naval armament was ready, Carausius was 

E6  ',gen. well prepared to receive him. Ile had even a great 
advantage over his enemy ; in that the emperor's 
sailors and soldiers were quite novices to the sea, 
and unexperienced in working their ships, or tight: 
lug upon that element. 	The orator Eumcnes 
acids, that the w Inds and waves were contrary to 

r,,„,,n, 4. them. 	Certain it is that Maximian gave up his 
Aarek va• cutel puze, and thought proper to make peace 

with 
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with Carausius, by letting him enjoy his usurps- ro„,.. 
tion. 	The rebel remained in possession of Bri-
tain and of the title of Augustus ; and we have a 
medal of his, struck upon this very occasion, in 
which he associates himself with Dioclesian and 
Maximian. 	The legend is : THE  *  PFACE OF THE • p

t
,
‘ 

 

THREE AI Gum. 	Carausius, thus established in.stG.,, 
his island, bid defiance to the rest of the world for 
several years, until he at last fell by a domestic 
treachery. The English writers, quoted by M. de 
Tillemont, say that he rebuilt and fortified Severus's 
wall, and gained some advantages over the barba-
rians. 

His civil government was tyrannical: suitable to E unto++ . Pd. 

the means by which he had raised himself. [Ic held 'cicig;.( '*"' 
the people in captivity, whilst he gave a loose to his 
own passions,and to those ofhis troops, who were the 
only support of his grandeur ; and the Britons saw 
their wives and children torn from their arms, to be 
sacrificed to the brutal lust of their new masters. F  .  Lq3nd 

 

Not to omit any thing that ancient monnmentst,::::1, 
have transmitted to us concerning Max iinian's ex- 0.1""nr,r, 
ploits in 	

- 
Gaul, I shall 	observe, 	that 	this 	prince;:orttiVr.ide 

having subdued the Germanic nations bordering7tchtilL 
upon the Rhine, transplanted some tribes ofthem  E„„,,,,. .P+- 
into the territories of Treves, and of the Nevians,7fg:  etitixf 

who inhabited the country to which the present 
dioceses of Cambrai and Tournai answer pretty 
nearly. 	This policy of peopling the frontiers of 
the empire with barbarians when war had drained 
them of their natural inhabitants, was subject 	to 
meonveniencies, though it was often practised by.  
the emperors. 	We shall see frequent examplett of 
it. 	The people, now transported by Ma \Julian, 
al., called Franks and Lutes. 	This laq name has 
been differently interpreted by the learned, who 
have not yet determined how it should be under- 
stood. 	I shall content mysellwith observitu that 
the epithet * which Eunienhis joins to it, titvours 

the 
" Leto postlintinio rectitutue. 
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the opinion of those who think that the Leto 
were of Gallic origin, and that after having Mi-
grated into Germany in ancient times, they re-
turned back to their old country when they were 
resettled in (said. 

n113 	TWO inscriptions which still subsist at Grenoble reno- 
rebuilt. inform us, that Dioclesian and Maximian rebuilt 

the walls, and indeed several 'of the edifices of 
that city, which was then called (u/aro. 

	

km. 	What I have hitherto related of Maximian hap- 
pened within a space of five years, that is to say, 
between the end of the year of Christ 286, and the 
year 291. During this time, Dioclesian also made • 
sevoral military expeditions, of which I am now 
to speak. 

	

te. 	I have already observed that Dioclesian was no 
1,  by the  a

! Tat warrior. T 	m -  ornfhis --, 	. 	 he 	ost remarkable military ex- 
IlallIC, for- ploit of his whole reign, was his forcing the king 
cis tth. 
king ef the of the Persians, intimidated by the terror of hii 
Persinns to natne, to make peace with him. Vararanes 11, tak- 
ille to him i - ng advantage of ('arus's death, Numerian's re- r peace. 

Wirt. 	treat, and 	the civil war between Dioclesian and 
rg* 	Carinirs, entered Mesopotamia, as I said before, i.. and threatened to invade Syria. 	Dioclesian had 

only to spew himself, and all was quiet. Upon hii 
approach, the king of Persia forgot his pride, and 
sent ambassadors with presents to the Roman em-
peror, desiring peace ; which lie obtained, upon 
condition of his evacuating Mesopotamia and re- 

-.Ai-tiring beyond the Tigris. This is what we gather 
'''' from the orators of  those times, who extol Diocle- 

sian * lin• that, like 	his 	tutelar 	god 	Jupiter, he 
pacified the universe by his bare nod. 	It is very 
true that, if the fact be not exaggerated, this expe-
dition does the emperor more honour, than vic.to- 
I tes purchased at the expcnce of great bloodshed. 

But 

' Hoe, Jo‘ is sui muse, nutu ilk; patrio quo omnia c6ntre 
Wiicunt, & Inajestatt: Vt Ali 114411111iii, coneecutue est. Mawr!. 
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But he also acquired glory by arms. 	Panegy-Victories 	i  
• ists 	cite 	the Saracens as loaded 	by him 	with iteekd,,,:7„ 

over vari 	99 they speak of victories which he gained 	- 

'  ver the ..damanni in 	Ithictia, and over the Sar-Ils,bilsb.4.  
uatians, the Juthongi, the (Nadi, the Carpians,tions. 
Inc

liains: 

Goths, in Pannonia, and the neighbourinan,ri 
ountries. 	It does not appear that these feats ofcendh. 	1 

. 
 

ems were very considerable in themselves: 	butts" "r"' 	1 
.hey sinew Diticlesian's activity : and it is no small Pantg. 	i 
'writ to have been able to make so many barbar-c' c'''' ' 

Anis nations keep within (hie bounds. 
A triumph was decreed to both the emperorscman..11., 

for the exploits I have mentioned : 	but 	they de- m.,.:i,,. 
.erred the celebration of it for several years ; still 
oing on lighting new enemies. 05 
 In the year of Christ 290, they had an interviewbiterniew 

at Milan. 	In order to repair thither, they crossed betw". I 	" the two 
,.in the midst of winter, one of them the Julianeinper 

1ps in his way from Pannonia, and the other the 21 111  n..illa0n4.1. 
•Ottiall Alps, which arc those nearest Gaul. 	His-Tileir per-
ory does not say what was the motive of this in-fe"'"u"' 
,erview. 	But even it' they had no other design 

it than to let the world 	se, 	their perfect liar- 1n  
. nony,that alone was 	sufficient 	to create an ad- 
niration, the consequence of which could not but 

be advantageous, l) contributing greatly to main- 
tain peace and tranquillity in the empire. 	This 
union of the two emperors is celebrated by Ma- 

ertint 	: and it appears to me so rare a phamo- Im 	is 

	

tenon,, `;(.I  truly noble a subject, and so really  use- 	• 
ill an example, that 	I 	cannot 	help transcribing 
ere some of the thoughts by which that oral 

seta forth  its value. 
,, • What ageq, says Mamertinus, ever saw such 

" tmneord in the possession and exercise of the 

I

" verci 
• Qu:e la, unquam videre sect& tnlem in summa potestate 

owordiam ? 	Qin germani geminNtse fratres indiviso patri- 
llll io tam nequaliter utontur, moon toy orbs. Romano? 	Ob- 
octant  bibi invieem artitiues operunt sordalurum! wit inter all • 

quo  
' VOL. IX. 	 it 
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(c vereign power ? What brothers, even twins, ever 
" enjoyed an undivided patrimony so equally asyou 
" do the empire ? The meanest artisans envy one 
" another: the musician is jealous of a rival voice: 
" in short, there is nothing, howsoever low or vul-
" gar, but what becomes a' subject of quarrels and 
" dissentions when shared with others. 	But your 
•' immortal souls are exalted above all wealth, 
,, above all fortune, and even above the empire 
" itself. 	The Rhine and the Danube, the Nile, 
" the Euphrates;  and the Tigris, the two oceans, 
" the Eastern and the Western, and all the land, 
" rivers, and shores, contained within those dis-
" tant boundaries, are enjoyed by you with the 
" same reciprocal equanimity, as the two eyes 
,c enjoy in cOrnthon the light of the day. 	Thus.  
" your mutual friendship doubles to you the 

" blessings 
quos etiam canorte vocis invidiai nihil denique tam vile, nun 
vulgate est, 'cujus participes malignis 	amulationis stimuli 
vacent. 	Vester vero initoortalis animus 	omnibus 	opibut 
onmique fortuna, atque etiam ipso est major Imperio. 	Vo• 
bis Rheims, & Ister, & Nilus, & cum gemino Tigris Eu 
plirate, & uterque 	- 	 Oceanus, & quidquid est 	inte 
ista tertarum, & fluminum, & tittorum, tato facili sunt wquani• 
mitate communia, quantuni sibi gaudent esse communem ocu- 
li diem. 	Ita duplices vobis divinte potenthe fructus pietas vet 
tra largitur ; & suo uterque fruitur & consortis imperio. 	Law 
tea ilia devictis accolentibus Syriam nationibus, & illa lthletica, 
& ilk Sarmatica, te, Maximiane, secerunt pio gaudio trimu- 
phantcm. 	Itidem hic gens Cavionunt Herulortimque delete, 
Transrhenana victoria, & domitis oppressa Francis Leila pirati- 
ea, Dioeletianum votortun compotem reddiderunt. 	Dividers' 
inter vos I)ii immortales sua beneficia non possunt : quicquid 
alterntri pra-statur, ambortim est. 

01)4tupeseerent certe onmes homilies admiratione vestri, eti• 
am si  vox idern parens eademque mater ad  istam concordialil 
nature legiLus imbuissent. 	At enim quanto hoe est admitabi' 
lilts vel pulcrins, quod vos castra, quod pr.,  lia, quod pares  Nit..  
tori:e feceres fratres ? 	Dum virtutibus vest: is tavetis, dun: Ind' 
then.iina invicem facta latulatis, clum,ad summunt tOrtun:e FRS' 
tip itthi pan grade tenditis, diversum sanguinem alfuetibus tnis• 
coisi it. 	Non fortuita in vobis est germanitas, sed cleeta. 	No: 
tutu sLepe eisdem pares.tibus natos esse dissimilvs. 	Certissinue 
fratemitatis cst usquc ad imperium sinnlitudo. 	Mamert. Ge- 
?Vb. Maxim. 	 0 

A 
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" blessings of the gods : each of you enjoys his 
" own exploits, and those of his colleague. 	The 
" laurels which Dioclesian gathered in the east, 
" in Rketia, in Pannonia. made you, Maximian 
" Augustus, triumph with heart-felt joy : 	whilst 
" on the other hand, the destruction of the Ger- 
" manic nations in Gaul, the ravaging of Ger- 
" many beyond the Rhine, and the ending of the 
" wars of the pirates, by the submission of the 
" Franks, completed I)ioclesian's wishes. 	The 
" immortal gods cannot divide their gifts between 
" you : whatever is granted to one, becomes com- 
" mon to both. 

" All mankind would wonder and be astonish- 
" ed, if even nature herself, by giving you both 
" the same origin, had inspired you with this mu- 
" teal concord. 	But how much more admirable, 
4‘ or rather how much more beautiful is it, that 
" camps, battles, and equal victories have made 
" you brothers? Whilst you mutually applaud each 
" others virtues, whilst you praise each others 
" glorious exploits, whilst you march with equal 
" steps towards the highest pinnacle of fortune, 
" and fame, your different :,roods are blended ii 
" to one. 	Not chance, but choice has made yo 
" brothers. 	It is but too well known, that the 
" children of the same parents are often very ut 
" like each other. 	To be brothers upon the 
" throne, is being brothers indeed." 

'Thus it is that Mamertinus praises the harmony  Tie bon- 
and good understanding between the two cinpe-`,.r"t i 
rocs: 	and, indeed, he could not, in his situationoo.  
make 	any 	difference 	between 	Dioclesian 	and'i 
Alaxiinian. 	Hut though 	this union does thotu 
b.)th great honour, it is easy to perceive that. 0 
principal glory belonged to him who was the at 
thor and principle of it, by a superiority of wis-
dom, always ruling without seeming so to do, and 
substituting the impression of respect in lieu of 
the right of compulsion of which he had divested 

2 	 hintself. 
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himself. 	Dioclesian 	relied 	so 	much 	upon thi; 
authority inherent in his person, that he \vas not 
afraid to take, not strictly two 	more colleagues, 
but two new assistants under the name of Cirsarsi  
to whom he delegated a very great power, with 
the assurance of their inheriting the empire. 

re- 	Dangers increasing., he resolved to increase his 
es is 	supports. 	In the year of.  Christ 291, Mamertinug - 

rs. 	extolled the happiness of the empire, which was 
1"2.no longer attacked by the barbarians busied with 

destroying each other. 	That orator even enters 
into a kind of detail upon this subject. 	He says 
that the Moors were distracted by civil wars : he 
makes the Goths fight with the Burgundians, and 
the 'Entitles with the Vandals and the Gepidi. 
He adds that Ormit's or Hormisdas, brother to the 
king of Persia, had revolted, and drawn some 
Scythian nations into his rebellion. 	But if the 
Roman empire,under favour of the troubles among 
its enemies, enjoyed tranquillity, it was only tran- 
sitory, and of short duration. 	By the end of that. 

.,ufrup. k same year 261, and in the beginning of the next, 
'•""'' the scene changed, and fears of domestic as well 

as foreign wars alarmed 	Dioclesian's prudence. 
Besides, Carausing, who continued to keep posses-
sion of Britain, Achilleus assumed the purple ill 
Egypt : Africa was ravaged by the Quinquegenti-
ans, a people or confederacy mentioned in history 
only at this time : one Julianus rebelled in Afiica, 
or, according to others, in Italy : 	and lastly, the 
'king of Persia, having probably conquered his bro-
ther, threatened to attack the Romans in the east. 
I do not speak of the German and Scythian na-
tions bordering upon the Rhine and Danube, who, 
though weakened by their own divisions, gave, as 
we shall see, the Romans some employment. 

All these dangers were to be guarded against 
at the same time, and consequently it was neces 
sate to distribute the 	turves of the state 	under, 

different 
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different leaders. 	It is highly probable that Dio-
clesian did not think he could saMy trust th  - 
command of the armies to officers who were mil 
generals. The accumulated examples of the many 
usurpers who had started up since Gallicnus, ter- 
rified him without doubt. 	He saw that scarce 
any one private man had of late been at the head 
of a considerable body of troops, without fbrmino• 
extravagant hopes, and aspiring to the first rank.' 
He thmetbre judged, that as he should be obliged 
to employ for these different expeditious several 
armies at the same time, it would be most pru-
dent not to give the command of them to any but 
Caesars of his own creating, in whom the assu-
rance of succeeding to the throne by lawfhl means 
would prevent, or at least check the impulse o 
an unjust ambition. 	His choice fell upon Chl 
rus and Galerius, with whom I must make the 
reader acquainted. 

tonstantius, in ancient monuments, is called comin 
FLAN' WS VALERIE'S CO \'ST \NTIUS. 	Aurelius Vie-uch-l° 
tor gives him the name of Jt•Lies. 	As to the stir- 
name of CHLottus, we do not find it authorised 
in antiquity. 	This Greek 	word, which signifies 
pale, was probably not an epithet of his own chu-
sing, hut was given him by the public, and passed 
into use, for the convenience of distinguishing 	, 
him from the other princes of the same name. 	, 
Nis proper name was Co \ STANTIUS : that of his 
Cimily, Fr Avii s. 	The name of VALERIE'S cause 10 
16111 ti'0111 his adoption by Maximian, who himsel 
had it of Diocicsian. 

I have already said that he was, by his mot her 
Claudia, grand-nephew to the emperor Claudius 
11. and that his father Entropius held an illustri-
ous rank among the nation of the Dardanians in 
IlIvricum. 	lie thercfbre has above his cotempo-
rary emperors, most of whom were of mean ex- 
traction, the advantage of being nobly born.  

fie 
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Laetant. de 	He was likewise superior to most of them b 
MOH!. 
per,„.  8. other still more estimable qualities. 	He was mil( 
4 is. 	moderate, humane, beloved by the soldiers, sough 
:""P* 	the happiness of his people, was regular in hEticb. Etiecb. vit. 
court. 13, manners,and respected virtue. 	He even kne 
14, 17. 	the true God, if we believe Eusebius, and con 

like many of the most enlightened philosophers 

(,. 	

demned the gross superstition ofPolytheism. But,  . 

he probably judged it most prudent to keep hi 
sentiments to himself, and to act with the vulga 

• Atirel. Pith 	We have no reason to think him much instru 
En mempro ted in letters ; though, like a great prince, he f 
Schol. ix- voured and protected learning, as we shall sec. 

I
state. 

* 	Tilkm. 	His education was quite military. 	He began 
Aare'. via, with serving in the guards, and, raised himself by 

degrees. Helearned the art ofwarunder thosegreat 
masters, Aurelian and Probus : and whilst the for- 

, 	mer of these two emperors was yet upon thethrone, 
' omen. 	Constantius, already intrusted with a considerable 
luirg• 	command, proved how well he had profited by his se. Aug.

lessons, since we find the honour of a victory as- 
cribed . 	to him towards.the year of Christ 27+, over 

vv. cari,„ a German nation near Vindonissa, now Windisch 
• 17. 

nacnt. 	in Swisserland. 	Under Carus, he was governor o ' 
Dalmatia : and we have seen that he even the 
seemed worthy of the empire. 	Employed by Di 
clesian to repel an irruption of the Sarmatians bot 
Bering upon the Cimmerian Bosphorus, he su 
ceeded to the satistitetion of his prince : and soon 
after he was made Caesar, to which promotion his 
merit recommended him as strongly as his birth. 

And Calc. 	Nothing in the whole world could be less like -  , zri,,,is
i.„ 
	Constantius, than the colleague now given him. 

id. J,*r. Galcrius
' 
 born in Dacia, of the lowest parentage, 

7:71.  , , and employed from his infancy in tending cattle was 
s`3. . ''t  brutal,savage,andblood-thirsty. Eutropiuspraiscs 
1:"A• niii• the regulai ity of his morals. 	But that encomium Ertl. V' !I ,i r. 
16. 	seemsd ifficult to reconcile with his intemperance in 

eating and drinking ; which was so great as to ren- 
der 
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der him an enormous lump of flesh : and th 
equally violent and shameful distemper by which 
he at last perished miserably, gives room to sus-
pect him of still worse debaucheries. 

Ile must, however, have had some good quali- 
. ties, to make Dioclesian esteem him. It is allow-

ed that he understood tear; having passed through 
all the gradations of the service, from the station 
of a common soldier to the most important em-
ployments, of which he acquited himself with ho- 

and success. Besides this, he is said to have 
, ad some love for justice : a disposition not in- 
ompatiblc with moroseness of temper. 	If the 
eanness of his origin was a motive which influ- 

.  need Dioclesian in his choice ; if he looked upon 
alerius as his creature, who, owing all to him, .'1

our 

.could not fail to be grateful ; lie was much mis-
aken. He found in Constantius, whose birth in-
tied him to pretensions to the throne, far tr.-eater 

I' 
 delity and moderation, than in Galerilis, the son 
f a herdsman, and a herdsman himself. 
Galerius in his medals, takes the names of C. 

GALERIUS 	T ALERIUM MAXIM ANUS. 	GALERJUS 
was his proper name. 	Thia of VALERIUS  was 
borrowed from Dioclesian, who adopted him. 
This same cmperorgave him the surname ofMAxl-
mtANus,  as a warning to him to imitate the fide-
lity of Alaximian Herculius towards his benefac.- 

Vr. 	Sonic of the writers of that time call him 
E itMNTARIUS, 111 	allusion  to his first station 	of 

'herdsman  :  the Latin word  arturnium, signi1SPin 
a drove of large cattle. 	He himself did  not us 
that name, which  would have reminded him o 
disagreeable idea. 

Dioclesian  took every  precaution in order to at. iiiki:1,;:t 
ach the two intended Ctesars as stronv,ly as possi..";iroirei'itze,  
le to himself and his colleague. 	1  have already( Ars, 

k
sa " 

spoken incidentally of their adoption. 	Galerius :,../',,'";H:Pre 
. .as adopted by !)ioelesian

' 
 and received from  him,/,..;:  tn-  

le surname of Joviusi Constantius by 	Maxi-E,,,!1; ,,p;  ' 
mian,2„,.. 

I 
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mian, who likewise communicated to hi 
name of HERCULIUS. 	New marriages cemente 
the alliance. Constantius and Galerius were got 
married ; the former to Helena, mother of th 
great Constantine : the name of the wife of th 
latter is not known. 	The emperors insisted on 
their repudiating these wives. 	Dioclesian gave 
his daughter Valeria in marriage to Galerius. 
Constantius espoused Theodora, daughter-in-law 
to Maximian, by a former marriage of the em-
press Eutropia, 

Ceremony 	All the preliminaries being settled, the cere-
14th6rin- MOIly of the installation of the Cmiars, was per- stallation. 
zumen.pa.formed on the first of March, in the year of Christ 

Cone,. 2- -z. Dioclesian, having assembled the troops in a w ars. Cs 
A. R. 104.3. place about three thousand paces distant from Ni- 
kart c. 19. - - m  
mem. 	co 	edia, ascended an eminence, presented Gale- 

rius to the soldiery, and with their consent invest- 
ed him with the purple. 	It is very probable that 
Constantius received the same honour from Maxi-,.1 
mian in some one of the cities of Gaul or Italy. 

The two CEesars were decorated with all the ti-
tles which.characterised the supreme power among 
the Romans, excepting that of A u, ustus, which 
remained peculiar to Dioclesian and Alaximian. 
They had the tribunitian power, the appellation 
of emperors, that of fathers of their country, and 

zu,,,,, rfo the high priesthood. 	This was a novelty. 	The 
"'"'" 	t'w •ars before them had not enjoyed any such Oat: 7 . 

prerogatives, little compatible with the title or 
princes of the youth, which was affected to them. 

renri:.1,- 	The rank between Constantius and Galerius was 
ties, first 	not settled according to that of their adoptive 0-, Clew. thcrs. 	Galerius, though adopted by the first or 

the August[, was only the second Cwsar. 	'111c 
pre-eminence was due to Constantius, on account 
of his nobility : and perhaps too, he might b 

:,,,. tit. 	more advanced in the service. 	The fact is, th 
, 

enrcri.c. is. nis name is always placed first in all public m 
Tilton. 	ments. 

T 
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There had alreadv been a petition, not of do- Mprtirt; 
mettminions, if I am right, but of inspection and ad-,,igm.A to 

ministration between Dioclesian and Maximian.t,  ti,,,, 	,- ,,, ,,i 
The two August/ made a new one of the same na-Giderius. 
ture with 	their Caesars. 	Dioclesian 	assigned 	to ii"et.v

i
.:1• 
1 

 

.flirace,JA ;; Galerius for his department, Illyricum, 
Macedonia, Greece ; and Maximian to Constan- Or. 2. 
tins, Gaul, Spain, and Britain. 

This plan was, on one hand, well calculated for hinn-
the defence of all the different parts of the cat-`amen."!" of the mul  • 
Mire, each 	of which now had its prince in the orkfaiinn 
middle of it, ready to prevent domestic broilsIdA'L""' 
and scditions, and to repel all foreign enemies.surs. 
On the other, it became a source of civil wars ; 
not immediately, whilst Dioclesian's wisdom and 
authority, kept all in respect ; at least in the next 
generation. 	It is true, the sovereign power was 
not hereditary of full right among the Romans, 
as I have often observed. 	But could it be ex- 
pected that the 	sons of emperors and Caesars 
would tamely consent to take up with a private 
station ? 	The event will justify this reflection. 

Another inconvenience arose from this -arrange-
ment, which has been rek.arked by ',act:intim, 
and even by Aurelius Victor. 	Each of these finer 
princes had his court, his officers, and particular-
ly his praetorian pra.4ect, who had under him his 
Hears, according to 	Dioclesian's institution, dis-
tributed in the di fferent provinces of the general 
Ilepartment. 	Each of these princes would also 
Lave under his command as many troops as the 
whole empire maintained before, when governed 

I

, 

 

Illy by one chief: 	Thence ensued oppression of 
the people, increase of taxes, violence:, and ex- 
tortions. 	The 	evil 	was 	still 	augmented 	by 

subdividing the. provinces into small rs,Dioclesian's 
'districts. 	his intention probably was to lessen 
the authority of the subaltern governors, by di-
minishing their departments, and by that means 

Ito  put it out of their power to rebel. 	Butt he in. 
creased 
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creased the expellees of the state 	in proportion 
to the additional number of officers; 	and the' 
abuse was carried to such a height, that * the. 
number of persons employed by the four princes 
both in their civil and their military administrate 
tions, began to exceed that of the rest of the sub 
jects who were to pay for their maintenance. 	• 

mmine,, 
of Diode• 
sian'sgo-
veTninent. 

In general, Dioclesian's government is cried 
down by Lactantius as hard and tyrannical. That, 
writer charges him with greediness to enrich the 
treasury at the expence of the people, and to accu-  ._ 
mulate immoderate hoards of money. 	He even 
pretends that his unjust avarice was enforced by 
cruelty, and that frequently the possessor was 
made away with, in order to come at his estate. 
I know not whether Lactantius's zeal for Chris-
tianity may not have carried him too far against 
an odious persecutor. 	But I find that Aurelius 
Victor, a Pagan author, complains of the taxes' 
introduced into Italy, which, as generally is the. 
case, though moderate at first, rose afterwards to 
a pernicious height. 	 .  

Rig "ge  t.4  build. Lactantius blames lik ewise in Dioclesian the rage 
of building, by which the city of Nicomedia, the' 
usual place of residence of that prince, suffered 
most. t Here, says our author, he built a basilic, 
there a circus ; in another place a mint, and else- ,  where an arsenal. 	His wife must have a palace ; 
his daughter another. To make room for these new 
edifices, a great part of the city was taken from its 
inhabitants, who were obliged to wander wi  I  h their 

wives 
* Mi6or esse emperat numerus accipientium, quam dantium. 

L6rt. 
t Elie basilica, hie circus, hic moneta, hie armorum fabrics, 

hie wtori dooms, hic filice. 	Repente magna pars civitatis ex- 
ec-dam.. 	Migrabant omnes cum conjuolbus ac liberis, quasi 
urbe ab hostibus capta. 	lit quum perfecta hwc fuerant cum 
interim provineiarum, " Non recte facta snot, aiebat : alio mo- 
" do fiant." Itursus dirui ac mutari neeesse erat, iterum fortas- 
se easura. 	Ita semper dementabat, Nicomediam studens uvW 
Ilomw cocequare, 	Lact, 
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wives and children, as if their country had bee 
taken by enemies. 	When these buildin‘ffs were 
niched, to the ruin of the provinces ; they are not 
rightly done, said the emperor, they must be exe- 
cuted upon another plan. 	Then they were pulled 
down and altered, perhaps to fall again. 	Such 
was the effect of his madness in wanting to make 
Nicomedia equal to Rome. 

To be convinced that Lactantius's account ofry,„I  
Dioclesian's profusion in building is not exagge- an',4 bn 

rated, we need only compare it with what we know" 1:°' 
and now see of his baths in the city of Rome : an 
immense 	building, the 	vast 	circumference 	of 
which, if it cannot without hyperbole* be con 
pared to the extent of a province, is at least great 
cr than that of many cities. 	Nardini, who was a 	- 
eye-witness, says that these baths occupied th .  
space on which now stand the church, the mon- 
astery, and the garden of the Bernardins ; 	the 
church, the monastery, and the large garden of 
the Carthusians: 	two great courts and the gra- 
naries of the apostolic chamber ; a ibuntain called 
the Fountain of the Baths, and several vineyard 
and private houses. 	The Irian is, that we must 
not imagine these baths to have contained only 
buildings destined merely fir bathing. 	There 
were in them walks, places tbr bodily exercise, and 
others for study ; 	rows of trees, porticos, great 
halls, and libraries. 	The Ulpian library in part' 
cular, was removed from Trajan's square, w her 
it was first kept, to these baths, by 	Dioclesian's 
order. 	A prince who built such 	edniees 	had 
somewhat more in view than the bare convenience 	,' 
of the public. 	Love of pomp and magnificence, 
had undoubtedly a great share in them. 

' 

I return to the order of facts. 	Five causes of 
uneasiness had determined 1)io.cicsian to create Cae- 

sars : 

' Liaiierti in hituhan pro' invi;mtra exstructii, 	.iinta.  1. Xr.f. 
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• sars : Carausius, the king of Persia, the Quinque. 
gentians, Julian, an usurper in Africa or Italy; 
Achillkeus in Egypt. These different cares busicil 
the four princes upwards of five years, and their .' 
success was favourable on all sides. 	Of this 1! 
am now to give the reader an account, so far as.' 

Inxi  . 
	the scantiness of materials will permit. 

subd„,,7tre 	AI aximian conquered and subdued the Qui nque• 
gutrpte- gentians, whoever those people may have been ; 
gr''"i”' 	for they are quite unknown to us. There is sonic 
.,Pf.7,117. 

panrg. 1. 	room to think they might belong to Mauritania . ; 
"R. 4' 	for the panegyrists boast greatly of Maximialfs lx.  

exploits against the Moors about this time, and do 
not say a single word of the Quinquegentians : ',4,  
name which makes only a momentary appearance ili 
history, and is no longer mentioned after this period. 

He des- 	It was likewise Maximian who delivered the env 
trot's the 	pire from  the  tyrant Julian. 	That usurper, being 
us"!1' 	conquered, plunged his sword into his breast, and Julian. 
rid. spit. then threw himself alive into the flames of a fune• 

ral pile which he had ordered to be set on fire. 
Dioclesian, 	Dioclesian undertook the waragainst ACIliiiietIS after hav- 
ing trans. but did not carry it on very briskly, since that u•' 
ported the surper reigned six years in Egypt. During that 10- Carpians 
into pan- terval, I can cite no other exploit of the Roma' 
n°"1", 	emperor, but the transplanting of the Carpians 111- marches 
against A-  to Pannonia. Aurelian had already transported part 
ailla'us 	oft hat nation thither. Dioclesian finished the work ; t be usurper ,,t•  Egypt. the Carpians, defeated by him and Gakrius, sub' 
whi'rn hi' 	'pitted, and, when settled in the territories of the 
kikiiItei. ats and empire, instead of enemies, became subjects. W' 
7  A.m. 	are also told of castles built by Dioclestan in tilt 
thlrop. 
An rel.  rid'. 	 country 
,41,on.  M. 
.1X11-111. 	* Scaliger, in his note, upon Ensehins's chronicle, 	p. ',.21. 

inclines to think that the Quingnegentians were t9tie inhabi- 
tants of Lybia Pentapolitana. 	The similitude of names null 
strengthen this - conjecture ; thb word, flevrdiwcAq  in 	Creek,  
and Quinqueyentet or Qinquegrviani in Latin„ signifying alikt 

Mite ditirs or nations. 	 4 
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country of the Sarmatians, over against the cities.ron..a,,c. 
of Acincum and ilononia in Pannonia. 

I 

Get. 
rill: 

c. is. 
y& 

In the year of Christ 296, this prince marched A.  R. 1042. 
against the usurper of Egypt, conquered him in -  1:,  rd. 

. battle with much difficulty, and reduced 	him tolb: 
via, 

the necessity of shutting himself up in Alexan- 
dria, where he besii ged him. 	The siege lasted 
eight mouths : at the end of which Achillams was 
taken and killed with the principal accomplices 
of his rebellion. This just punishment of the guil-
ty was but the prelude of inexcusable cruelties. 

chi**. 

The conqueror revenged himself upon the people. 
He gave Alexandria up to be plundered, if we 
believe Orosius : and we may believe him, since°. val 
it is certain from the testimony of Eutropius, a Pa- 24' 
gan author, that Dioclesian desolated all Egypt 
by murders and proscriptions. However, lie made 
some regulations for that country, of which ex- 
perience and practice proved the utility. 

I should scarcely notice here what an historian j0.4„nwik  
of the middle age tells us very gravely, if it were./,  v.,,..• 

.  not l'or this reason : 	that it is 	right 	to 	preserve 
the remembrance of the vulgar errors that have 
reigned among men. 	That ,, riter relates that 
1)ioclesian ordered strict search to be made after 
the books of the ancient Egyptians concerning 
Alchymy, and that he burnt them, for fear the 
secret of making gold, and the facility of growing 
licit by that means, should induce Egypt to re- 
new its rebellion .1. 	It is well 	known now what 
ought to be thought of that deceittlil art, boasted 
of by quacks and sharpers, and adopted by dupes, 
Avho have too often thrown away real fortunes, lit 
'pursuit of empty smoke. 

M. de Tillemont, w it li great probability, refers 
to this expedition of Dioclesian, the ruin of the 
cities Busiris and 	(...optor, which, according to 
Eusebisis's chronicle, having revolted from the 
dlomans about this time, were taken and levelled 
with the ground. These two cities, though tacked 

togethet 
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together by the ancient author, were very far of 
asunder, Busiris being in the Delta, and Copto1 	.. 
in Thebais. 

He aban. 
dons as 
mucheoun. 

It is certain that Dioclesian visited the frontiers 
of-Egypt towards the south, and that he took, itl 

trY a"ould 
be crossed 
in seven 
days above 
n;monntie 

order to secure their tranquillity, measures suited 
to his genius, more inclined to consult prudence, 
than to covet glory. Considering that the extent of 
theth 	country which the Romans possessed above 

Nile. 
4' romp. de 
R Al  7  .  L 

Elephantinum on the Nile, as much as could be ,1  
travelled over in seven days,was rather burdensome 

19. than useful to them, and that the revenue they re-
ceived 

 
from it was not sufficient to defray the ex- 

pence of their garrisons in those parts, he aban- 
doned that district of seven days journey to the No- 
bates, a people who inhabited the desarts of Oasis ; 	.. 
and at the same time that he made them a present 
of that country, much richer and more fruitfill.. 
than their own, he charged them with the care oi 
defending it against the Blemmves, and of stop- 
ping their troublesome inroads. Ile also agreed to 	• 
purchase peace of them both by a pension, which 
was still paid in Justinian's time : but without any 
great advantage ; nothing but force of arms be- 
ing able to curb the avidity of the barbarians. 

eminm- Constantine accompanied Dioclesian in the wit' 
tine's first 
rive. 
Tille„,, 

in Egypt, and there signalized his infant valour by 
several fine actions. 	He must then have been io 

onist• .,,t. 	I. his twenty-third year : for there is reason to think  
that he was born in the year of Christ 274 ; and 
the year.296, as I observed before, was probably' 
that in which -Dioclesian conquered Achilkeir'• 
That emperor had taken him as an hostage, witch' 
he made his father Constantius Chlorus Caesar: 
and we do not find 	that Constantine was. cyst' 
much absent from Dioclessian after that time, 
unless it was to follow Galerius in his expedition,  
either upon the Danube, or against the Pcrsiaio  : 
so that this pi ince, destined by providence to b'' 
come the protector 	of Christianity, .spent lii 

wid(' 4 
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whole youth under the immediate government of 
the greatest enemies to the Christian name. 

He. was born at Naissus, a city of Moesia, but Ti';  'II 
 

anciently attributed to the nation of.  the Darda, 
;VOLV 

Mans, from which his paternal ancestors derived 
their origin. 	His mother was 	Helena, whose 
marriage with Constantius Chlorus, some, even 
Christian authors have disputed, and consequent- 	i 
ly have rendered the legitimacy of Constantine's 
birth doubtful. 	But in reality, this opinion seems 
to have had no other foundation than Helena's 
being of greatly inferior rank to her husband*. 

A 

That excepted, every thing conspires to make us 
look upon her as united to Constantius by a law- 
ful alliance : the title of wife, which is given her 
by several writers ; the distinction which Con- 
stantine always 	enjoyed at 	Dioclesian's 	court 
where he held the first rank next to the emperor ; 
the very circumstance of his being an hostage, 
which supposes him to have been dear to his father, 
us a son destined to succeed him ; and the great 
encomiums given by panegyrists to the t chastity 
of Conctantius, whom his soil is  praised for having 
imitated, in preventing by 	. lawful engagement 
the dangers to which his youth and exalted station 
might have exposed hisvirtue, and in constantivre-
specting the sacred laws of marriage: all these rea-
sons determine us to follow the sentiment which is 

most 

* St Ambrofic says that Helena kept an inn. where Consist'. 
lius first became acq ua.inted with her. 	This is a rellectalde 
witness: but he is the only,  one. 	If this fart had been know n 
to Zosituus, who is a declared enemy to Constantine, and who 
flatly calls him a bastard, and his mother a woinan of little 
irt•tc, he would not have !kik(' to make use or it. 
f Quo enim mng is continentinm patris alluare postuisti (Ms 

oraior nth/rives hiiirst!) .  to Conxtresiene) 	quain 	(plod 	te all ipso 
tine pueriike 'Oleo iniaritn!aiii legibos 	tradidiiti, 	ut 	irituo in 
gressu adidescenti c fornmes aninnttn nutritalum, 
cupiditatilms, 	nihil 	de e,n.rs.:,is 31 ;Ili voluptatih 
trill') 	pisttis ;tdmittercs ? 	Pa ,... M! • ,,,, 	A• Co,., 
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most honourable for Constantine, awl to cons( 
him as the legitimate son of Constantius Cub 

Ti'lem. 	This young prince shewed in his early fears  N 
c' 	„r• 	he would one day 1)e. 	John ,  n , 	the ldvantio-e art. 4. 	 - 	„ 	, 	c 	c 	,  

the body to the exalted qualities of tile mind. l 
was tall, well made, brave, even so as to add to th 
common hazards of war those of' single conih it. 
with the boldest enemies, generous,magnanimon: 
wise in his private conduct, and a stranger to al 
passions but that of supporting the splendour of hi. 
name, and of rendering himself worthyofthe gran 
deur to which his birth intitled him. 	His lathe 
was a great example to him ; 	i 'onstantitis's es- 
plaits, 	which I shall relate, 	surpassing by far al 
that we know of those of Dioclesian and Maximian 

(on tilll- 	This 	prince had Gaul for his departtncnt, 	an tius enters 
into war 	consequently two enemies to engage ; Carausiu 
agai!l't ca-on one hand, who had usurped 	Britain and th 
ran7t`atir' a 	es 	title ot'Au!rustits ; 	and on the other the Gerina 
from him ,. nations ter Franks, who, favoured and assisted t
i
t

u
t
io,n
ity 

e
c,.1 the same Carausius, had siezed upon the cou 

of the Batavians. 
Euten. Pa- 	Carausius possessed the city of Boulogne 
nrg. Con- 	the coast of Gaul, and constantins 	udtred it stir.f.  iant. j 	Z-_, 
6- omeant. adviseable toberin with taking that place from 
ea% 	in order to confine him entirely to his island. 

better to secure the success of this enterpriz 
used great dispatch,settingout the moment he 
appointed U:esar, and arriving before Boni 
'when he was least expected. 	Hebesieged the Iliac 
by land: and at the same time shut up the mout 
of its harbour by driving piles a-cross it, so tha t u 
:ship could pass with succours ofany kind from 
rausins. By this means the city was soon oblig 
surrender : and by an event which savours o 
marvellous, though our fathers saw the same t 
happen at the taking of Rochelle ; the stock 
-which had resisted the waves as longas the city 
out, was broken down by the sea as soon as 

stall 
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stantius became master of the place. 	Those who 
submitted to him had no cause to repent. 	He 
reduced them by force, and preserved them by his 
goodness. 

In order to attack Carausius in his island, a fleet He reco- 
was necessary, and Constantius had none. 	Whilst •e" the 
ships were building for him, he did not remain corutnherYfla- 
idle, but turned his efforts towards his second Ob- tavians,  rera

n 
 the the country of the Batavians. 	The orator a

, 	
the 

Frankshad 
Eumenius; gives us here an elegant description °fret. 
that singular land, which in those days seemed „f; ms  forces 
little likely ever to be filled with flourishing cities, these last 

or to become the mart of the universe. 	" • This td'er", annedn  
" country, says he, is not, it' I may be allowed the trindp.lants 

t  diffeirentli
t
to  " expression, land. 	It is so penetrated and soak- h  

" ed with water, that not only its visibly boggy Parttof 
46  parts give way under the foot, which sinks in;  01  
" but even those places which seem somewhat 
" firmer, shake and tremble when trod on, and the 
" wide extending agitation proves that only a thin 
"  light crust, covers vast bodies of water."  

War was difficult in such a country, and the 
mole so as the  barbarians had great fiirests near 
them, to retreat to in case of need. 	Constantius 
surmounted every obstacle, and not only delivered 
and re-conquered the country which the Franks had 
seized, but forced those haughty enemies to lay 
down their arms and submit to such terms as he 
thought proper to grant them. 	He transported 
their whole nation, men, women, and children, in-
to the districts of Gaul which they had formerly 
laid waste, that what had been rendered desart and 
uncultivated through their ravages, might also, by 

their 

• Illa regio .... penc, ut cum verbi periculo loquar, terra 
non est. 	Ita penitus aquis imbuta perinaduit, ut non slum 
qua• manifeste palustris est cedat ad nixum, & hauriat pressa 
vestigium, sed etiam, tibi videtur paulo lirmior, pedum pulsu 
tentata quatiatur, & sentire se procul mote pondus testetur 
.... Subjacentibus innatat, & suspensa late vaciUat. 

VOL. IX. 	 X 
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their means, be repeopled and restored to its fok 
mer fertility. 

The orator, Eumenius, exercises his eloquence 
upon this fine topic. 	" * We may now, says 1w, 
" lord it over those who formerly made us trem- 
" ble, and assign. triumphal honours even to our 
" provinces. 	The Cauc arid the Frison till the 
" ground fbr me : the plunderer and the robber, 
" now fixed in a settled abode, drives the plongii 
" and labours in the field : he supplies my mar- 
" kets with cattle of his own feeding, and the 
" barbarian, turned husbandman, procures me 
" plenty, and lowers the price of provisions. 	II 
" the orders of our princes bid him resume for our 
" defence those arms which he so often used 
" against us, he thinks himself happy."  

The panegyrist does not say here in what parts 1 
.of Gaul these colonies of captive Franks were. 
settled. 	Only, at the end of the same discourse, ' 
he names the territories of Amiens, Beauvais, 
Troyes, and Langres, as re-peopled by swarms of  : 
transplanted barbarians. 	But as besides the trans-
migration now spoken of, another was executed 
some years after by Constantius, as we shall have 
occasion to observe, we cannot distinguish WO 
belongs particularly to each of these two similar 
operations. 

.mic or.. 	We say the same pf the castles which Constan-
this built, according to his grandson Julian the IP apostate,  upon the frontiers, and even in the mid 

-  die of 	 ie barbarous parts of Germany. 	It is a, 
precaution which he may have taken in either of 
his two expeditions against the Franks. 

The 

, Insultare, Hercule, communi Calliarum noraine libet. &', 
(plod pee vestra loquar, ipsis triumplium assignare Pro% Meiji. 
A mt ergo mine milli Caucus & Frisius ; & ilk vague, ilk prie. 
dater, exercitio squalidus operatur, & frequentat nundinas mew' 
peeore venali, & cultor Barbarus laxat annonam. 	Quin etianu 
-i ad dele'clum vocetur, accurrit, & obsequiis teritur, & tere 
, lercetnr, & servire se nutlike gratulatur. 
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The first of them must have taken him up a 
least three years, since it filled the whole interva 	• 
between the taking of Boulogne in the year o 
Christ 292, and his carrying the war into Britai 
in 296. 	It, is probably to this time that we ought 
to refer the exploits which Eutnenius speaks of i 
the beginning of his panegyric of Constantius : 
barbarian king taken in a snare of his own laying 
and made prisoner; all Germany laid waste from 
the bridge over the Rhine at Cologne, to the Da-
nube : and it is also in this same interval that w 
place, after M. de Tillemont, the care which th 
equally good and warlike prince bestowed upon 
the re-establishment of the city of Autun. 

I have already said that this city suffered greatly Re-estg 
from the first revolt of the Baugaudes : that, faith-114dr 
fill to her lawful masters, she sustained a siege ofj„h  
seven months ' • and that after supplicating in vain of Aut 
the assistance of Claudius II. then busied with the  P,;7,'' -
war against the Goths, she was at last forced to...a. i 
open her gates to the rebels, who treated her like 
a city taken by storm. 	From that fatal time sh 
had remained during twenty-five years in a state 
desolation, her buildings, both public and privat 
either totally destroyed or greatly damaged, he 
fields neglected and in general uncultivated, an 
the whole country round about reduced to e 
treme 'poverty. 

Constantius, without doubt, thought his famil 
in some measure obliged, out of gratitude, to she 
kindness to a city which had behaved with such 
extraordinary fidelity to his great uncle Claudit 
II. and to which that fidelity had cost so dea 
Ile spared neither expence nor pains to repair. 
its mistOrtunes, giving considerable sums to pt 
the debts of the city, and 	rebuild its temple -
baths, and houses, and repeopting it by inviting 
thither all sorts of artists and workmen from thq 
ueighbouring provinces. 	lie also made it the win- 
ter quarters of some of the legions, in order to 

q 	 bring 
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bring money into the country, and at the sam 
time labourers for the public works, particular! 
aqueducts, built there by his order : and lastl 
he restored to it the study of letters, of which h 
knew the value, though his military lye had no 
permitted him to make any great person 	• 

in wress  :5 learning. 
,k,  rut.  m The school of Autun was famous even 
p. 213. mote antiquity. 	Under Tiberius, the rebel S 

crovir found there, according to Tacitus, the whol 
flower of the young nobility of Gaul assembled 
study the fine arts, and made them hostages fo 

me. univ. the fidelity of their parents. 	This indisputabl 
i'''''' T. I.
p. 6.4 23. fact arty authorise to a certain degree, the trad ' 	' .., 	' 

tion.oF the country, which says, that before th 
Romans entered Gaul, the Druids educated th 
youth of that country at Autun,and had a hosts 
there upon an eminence to this day called MON 
DRU, which is as much as to say the Mount of 111 

vol. I. P. Druids. 	In this case Augustus was not, as 1 sai 
135. in his reign, the institutor, but only the restore 

and benefiictor of the school of Autun. 
It cannot be expected that we should give an 

historical account of the progress of this school,  
fbr which, even if this were a proper place 
that detail, we have absolutely no materials. 
meet with a great chasm from the time of Tib 
rius to the grandfather of the rhetorician Eum 
nius, a native of Athens, who after having tang! 
with  reputation at Rome, settled at Autun, an 
there publicly professed rhetoric until he was up' 
wards of eighty years old. 	The same Emil-woke; 

Cm rim cites the professor Glaucus, his cotemporary, but 
:pro Mid. farther advanced in years, who, he says, though 
butaur. not born an * Athenian, might have passed tot' 

one by his elocution. 	Eumenius himself; born 
at Autun, taught eloquence for some time in his 
native country,  and afterwards had an employment 
which obliged him to attend the palace and the,  

prince. 
* You civitate Attieuni, sed eloqui(,. 
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prince. 	He was stile(' Memoria: ma'zster, or chic/ 
Remenzbrancer. 	Constantius, resolving to revive 
the splendour of literature in the city of Autun, , 
thought. no one fitter than Eumenius to secon 
him in that design, and therefore desired him to 
resume the professorship at the same time that he 
held his office in the palace. 	His letter to him 
on this occasion deserves to be inserted here. 	I 
bears, in the beginning, the names of the two em-
perors and two Cxsars, like all other acts that 
were passed throughout the whole extent of the 
empire : but no doubt can be made of its being 
written by Constantius, in whose department Gaul 
was. 	It runs as follows : 

• 

" Our faithful subjects the Gauls, deserve that 
" we should interest ourselves in the education 
" of their children, who are instructed at Autun 
" in learning and morality. 	* How can we better 
" reward their zeal, than by procuring them an 
" advantage which fortune can neither give nor 
" take away ? To this end, as the school where 
" they are brought up is now without a head, we 
" have judged that the vacant place cannot be 
" more worthily filled up than by you, Eumenitts, 
" who have given proofs of uncommon eloquence, 
" and whose probity is well known to us by the  
" manner in which you discharge the functions of 
" your office about our person. 

" We -I-  therefore, continuing to you the honours 
44  and prerogatives of the rank you now enjoy, cx 
" port you to resume the oratorio' profession 

°• You- 
* Quod aliud pt.:el-Muni his (plain illud conterre debemm, 

Told net: dare potest nee eripere 11,rtutia ? 
1- Salto igitur privilegio dignitati4 tine, hortamor ut Irrnfi•A-

iiionenl Oratoriank reeipins, atque iu supradieta eivitate, (lung( 
non ignoras nos ad pristinum gloriam reformare,ad vitae Indio-
riw studiuin adoleseentium exeolas moues ; nee Wes hoe mu- 
neve ante partis aliquid this honoribusk derogari, timint honest,a 
proreusio ()met potius onmem quoin destruat dignitatetn. 

. 
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" You are not ignorant of our intention to revive 
" the ancient glory of the city of Autun. 	Assist 
" us therein, by inspiring its youth with the love 
" of virtue through the channel of science ; and 
" do not think you will any way degrade yourself 
" by accepting the employment we offer you, since 

" so honourable an occupation must rather add 
sc lustre to, than in the least take froni, any dig- 
" nity whatever. 	And that you may judge of out 

fx.3300. " singular esteem for your merit, we assign you 
" a salary of six hundred * thousand sesterccs. 
" Farewell our dear Eumenius." 

I see nothing more worthy of notice in this let- 
ter, than the prince's particular attention to make 
virtue the end of all knowledge. 	This was also 
Etnenius's way of thinking, as appears from his 
declaring -I.  that he looked upon learning as the 
foundation oftemperance, modesty, vigilance,antl ,  
patience. 	" When these happy dispositions, sav5 
" he, have become habitual in' youth, they yield 
‘, , 	their fruit during all the rest of life; and everfil 

social office, nay even the profession of arm, ' . 	" 	 q 
. 	" seemingly so little suitable to the muses, are 

" thereby much better performed." 
These were not fine speeches only in the mouth 

of this orator, and contradicted by his perpersonal
conduct. 	Eumenius devoted to the rebuilding of 

p,ero  

the , schools of the Autun, ruined by the calami,  
ties _, of war, the six hundred thousand sesterece . 	allowed him for his salary : and that was the obol 
ject of the speech from which I have taken tO 

. 	: 	greatest  part of what. I have said upon this subject,,, 
.01wreities 	Autun was not the only city that experienced the' 
re4 "led 	liberalities and good '  overnment of the princes wh . nd Well 

+ .... LitterRs  minium fundamenta esse virtutum, ut 
eontinentiw, modestix, vigilantke, ratentile magi:4ms. 	Q .. 
universa Tulin in consuctudinem tenem ntate venerunt, mina! 
deinceps (Atilt vita-,  &  ipia qua: diversissima videntur militiO 
*Nue castrorum munia convalescunt. 

A 
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were at the head of the empire. 	If Eumenius'sromat. 	- 
expressions be not exaggerated, cities rose on all o:,,iei', 
sides from their ruins, particularly in the frontierwhni- 	>,._ 
provinces, and after having been almost coveredg,i'rc'tithe 
with 	briars, and converted 	into receptacles for 
wild beasts, recovered at once their splendour, 
rebuilt their walls, and were re-peopled by their 
former inhabitants. 

Constantius, as I said before, had been obliged  eamucio., 
during three years to think of quite other thingsk‘iilik4  hy 
than attacking and re.conquering Britain. 	In the  ichlr.tet-Ls;  
beginning of this interval a revolution happened •
in that island, which 	might have furnished him 
with a favourable opportunity, had he been at li-1,11,rit,ain• 
berty to improve it. 	The usurper Carausius had„,;.T,',I,:';." 
a minister named Allectus, in whom 	he trusted,c,,,• 
and who governed every thing in his name. 	Iiut i.;‘,''',740  
among the wicked there can be no faithful socie- 
ty. 	Allectus, having  committed several crimes 
for which he feared being punished, conspired 
against Caransins, killed 	hint, usurped 	the 	title 
and power of Augustus, and maintained himself 
in the possession of Britain for three years. • Ca-
rausius had reigned there upwards of six. 

It was 	a 	shame 	for 	the 	empire, that 	Britaincon,tan- ,.... 
should have remained thus dismembered from 	it  i

w
i,

ti
i: in

i;,
k
,,,
,, 

during ten years, and that a new tyrant, succeed- him. 	M- 
ing the 	former, should 	enjoy 	his 	usurpation 	as!.',',',;:,',„',.',A  
eaccably as if it had been a 	lawful 	inheritance.ioul killed. 
t  length Const ant ius, havi ng his armament leadl ,,.,1,',11 ',`, ri;',I, 

repared to avenge the glory of the R0111:111 1111111L% g.'i,' to it,' 
aximian seconded him therein, by marehinr; to,1 ',,,"4",„1„, 

le Rhine, thou:4.11 only with 	a 	small nit 	of 
oops, the terror of his name being sufficient to 
cep the barbarians in 	awe, to prevent the ( ier • 
ans and Franks irom breaking into Gaul, which 
mld not but be lett somewhat defenceless during 
w e X pedition against .11k•ctn.4. 

Constantin, 
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Constantius had built and eq yi Aped two fleets, 
one upon the coast of Boulogne, thi other at 
the mouth of the Seine, thereby threatening 
the enemy with a double attack, which obliged 
him to divide his forces ; as he could not tell ex- 
actly where a descent might be made. 	Constan- 
tins put himself at the head of the fleet at Bou 
logne, and gave the command of the other to his' 
prwtOrian prfect, Asciepiodotus, an excellent 
warrior, bred under Probus and Aurelian. 	Allec 
tus arranged his plan of defence in consequenc 
of that of the attack, stationing a fleet at the isle 
of Wight to observe Asclepiodotus's motions and ., 
intercept his passage, whilst he himself kept upon  1  
the coast of Kent, ready to oppose Constantius. 

It is very difficult to form an historical accoun 
from a merely oratorial narrative : and yet that iS. 
what I am now reduced to : for I have no other.  
guide here than the panegyrist Eumenius. 	After 
carefully studying my original, this, I think, is 
what may be collected from it. 

Constantius put to sea first, sending notice of his 
departure to Asciepiodotus, whose soldiers, the 
moment they heard it, grew so impatient to sail 
likewise, that, though the sea ran very high, and 
there were many signs of an impending storm, 
they forced their commanders immediately to 
weigh anchor. 	A thick fog prevented their being 
seen by Allectus's fleet off the isle of Wight, and 
they landed without any opposition on the British 
shore, where they burnt their ships, resolving to 
conquer or (lie. 

Constantius, though his passage was much shor- 
ter, did not land so soon. 	Whether the fleet com-
manded by Allectus in person upon the coast 'of 
Kent hindered his arrival, or whether the weather 
kept him sonic time npon the coast of Gaul, or 
whether he missed his way, it is certain that lie did 
not fbree his passage: but his enemy left it open to 
him : for as soon as Allectus was informed of As- 

clepiodotag 
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clepiodotus's landing, he hastened to the place 
where the danger seemed greatest, and by that 
means Constantius disembarked his troops with 
ease, and was received as a deliverer by the natives 
of the country, who, treated by Alcetus with as 
much cruelty and insolence as they had .suffered 
from Carausius, longed to shake ()tithe tyrannical 
yoke under which they had groaned ten years. 

Allectus was in such a hurry to tight Aselepio-
dotus, that he did not take time to collect all his 
forces. lie made no use of the Roman troops un-
der his command : perhaps because lie thought he 
could not safely trust them, and apprehended their 
going over to their lawful prince, whom they sa 
actually in a condition to make himself be respect-
ed in the island. Certain it is that Alleetns led to the 
battle none but the Roman auxiliaries, who, hav-
ing been the first authors of the rebellion, could 
expect no quarter, and some bodies of Germans 
and Franks that were in his pay. 	Ills army was 
ettily broken and defeated. 	He himself tied, and, 
th.• better to secure his flight, quitted the impe-
rial ornaments : but he was overtaken and killed, 
without being known, at leas:, anti I after his death. 
What rendered the success of this event by so much 
the more fortunate, was, that as Allectus's troops 
consisted chiefly of barbarians, the victory cost 
very little Roman blood ; 	and a civil war was 
ended without the state's losing hardly a citizen. 

Allectus's ai my was, however, nut entirely de- 
stroyed in the battle. 	A body of Franks escaped 
and reached London, which they were preparing 
to plunder, ill hopes of embarking afterwards 	in 
the Thames, and returning to their own country 
with a rich booty, when an accident saved that 
city. 	Several of Constantius's ships, having- ink- 
hcd their way, were driven by the winds and 
waves into the Thames, and arrived at 	London 
'iti , t as the Franks began to disperse, in order to 

plunder. 
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plunder. The Romans, falling upon these barba-
rians, made dreadful havock of them, and by that 
means not only saved the city from being ran-
sacked, but afforded her the double satisfaction 
of seeing her old enemies punished.  

Constantius's remaining thus conqueror and 
master of Britain, without fighting at all in person, 
has made Eutropius ascribe the honour of the re-
duction of the island to Asclepiodotus, who was no 
more than the prince's lieutenant, but who indeed 
gained the only battle which decided the war. 

The submission of Britain after a rebellion of 
ten years, though in itself a very important ob-  A 
ject, was however not the principal fruit of this 
victory. 	The great advantage resulting from it, 
was the re-establishment of the naval glory of the 
empire, and the safety of navigation. 	For it was ' 
chiefly by their maritime power that Carasius and 
Allectus had 	rendered 	themselves formidable, 
and their allies or mercenaries were the Frank j 
and Saxon pirates, who over-ran not only the  1  
Channel and the Gallic and French seas, but fie. 

penetrated, as we have seen, into the 
M

ently 
Mediterranean, and infested the coasts of Italy 
and Africa. 	By the defeat of Allectus, the seas 
were cleared of these robbers, who did not dare 
to shew themselves again for a long time. 

,t an- 
,,,,,  makes 

)ble me 
Constantins, mild and merciful, made a noble 

USC of his victory. Far from confounding the op- 
i3 Vie.  
,,. a. 

pressed people with their tyrannical oppressors, 
he studied how to comfort them after their long 

"rg' tuw. Milk!' 'IT:S. 	Those who had been unjustly depriv- 
eel of i heir estates, were restored to them, order 
and the laws  Nvcre  re-established, and Britain rell 
no other alteration by her present change of nw- 
ter, than the recovering of her happiness. 	Eeeu 
the ;ruii!\. , and those who had associated with the 
rebels, experienced the conqueror's generositi • 

I if 
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lie granted them•a general pardon, and only de 
sired that they should repent. 

It is observed that he sent a recruit of wor 
men from Britain to Autun, to help to rebuil 
that eit y, whose' edifices he 'was then restoring. 

According to M. de Tillemont, the reduction A.R.  
of Britain should be placed under the year of 
Christ 296. 

This was the greatest exploit by which Con.Q 
stantius distinguished himself, though he did n 
remain inactive during the f011owing years. 	We(, find that he pursued quite into their own 	coun-wt 
try, that is to say, probably beyond the Ems and 

co- cven the Weser, the Franks whom he had 	il 
query(' both in the country of the Batavians and 	' 

" 

In Britain. 	lie took great numbers of them pri 	• 
,soners, and settled 	them, with others of the' 
countrymen betbre spoken of; in those parts 

1
'  

Gaul which they had ruined by their ravages. 
I shall mention here another, though by sons 

years posterior, teat ofarnis atchieved by Consta 
tins. 	The Alamanni had advanced into the very 
neighbourhood of the city of Langres. 	Coustau 
tins was surpriscd,and vent' ii inga battle with onl 
an handful of men, narrowly escaped a very great 
personal danger. 	Being obliged to retreat towards 	' 
the city, he found its gates shut, and was oldiged 	' 
to be drawn up over the walls with ropes. But he 
!root) altered the face of things. 	The troops lw 
had 'scut Cur, doubtless neon the approach of th 
kirbarians, arriving about five hours atter the ha 
tic, Con•tantitis sallied out with 	them 	ti loll 	the 

wmemies  ‘vho thought: themselves conq 
imucrors, cut them to pieces, and killed, 

i• • w lilt socms most credihle, Nix tilinNand 
ificn. 	Lin rnin,us anti Zonaras enlarge this m 
prodigiously, making the slain on the side of 
Alainanni amount to sixty thousand. 	Thus 
tami,,IFIV: 	buth conquered and conqueror in th 

it Sine 
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space of six hours. 	Besides the danger he ran of 
being taken prisoner, he is said to have been 

.1032. wounded in one of the two engagements. 	This 
, 	memorable action is placed by \1. de Tillemont 

under the year of Christ 301. 
re ma.„.. 	The panegyrist cites also a victory gained by 
• con,t• this prince about the same time over the barba-

rians near Windisch, a place already rendered fa-
mous by an exploit of his of which we have spo-
ken elsewhere. 

As the scarcity of materials relative to these 
times gives a value to the few that we have, I can-
not omit here one more fact, though less' impor-
tant, which is furnished us by the same orator 
Eumenius. 	He relates, that an immense multi- 
tude of Germans having passed the Rhine at 3 
time when it was frozen over, stopped in an isl-
and in the middle of that river, where, a sudden 
thaw coming on before they could possibly re-
treat, they were forced to surrender at discretion. 

limeN. 	This is all that the monuments of antiquity af- 
rcw-ford us with regard to Constantius's military glory. 
s g°- 	But he deserves still much higher esteem for his oat.  
Parka- goodness, the mildness of his government, and 

,  Z.' his paternal care of the happiness of his people. 
.i. dr 	Eusebius has preserved an instance of this, well . cow!. 

4. 	worthy to be remembered. 
Constantius, for fear of distressing his provin- 

• ces, levied so few taxes upon them, that his trea- 
sury was empty. 	Dioclesian, whose passion al-
ways was to hoard up money, and who retained 
upon the throne the same narrowness of mind in 
that respect as when his situation was quite ob-
scure and his circumstances very narrow, blamed 
Con ,  tantius's conduct, and sent some of his cour-
t i( 1- to represent to him, that a prince ought by no 
means to be poor, and that by neglecting his fi-
nances he neglected the public good. Constantius 
made no reply to this remonstrance : but desiring 

. 	l)ioclesian's deputies to stay some time with him, 
. 	 he 
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he sent for the richest inhabitants of all the pro-
vinces in his department, and told them that he 
wanted money, and should be glad if they would 
spew their attachment to him by a voluntary gift. 
The prince's proposal was received with joy : his 
subjects eagerly embracing an opportunity they 
had long wished for of proving their affection. 
They vied with each other which should he fore-
most in bringing him gold, silver, and other va, 
luable effects; and while they stripped themsely$ 
of all that is held dearest by the generality o 
men, serenity and satisfaction 	were painted in 
their looks. 	Constantius's treasury being by this 
means soon filled, he sent for Dioclesian's envoys, 
and shewed them the heap of riches, chargin 
them to tell the emperor what they had seen, an 
at the same time adding, * that he had just col 
lected together those things which had long been 
his. " I left them, said he, in the keeping of their 
,, possessors, who, as you see, have been 1114111111 
" to their trust." The deputies returnid full of 
admiration : and Constantin:, sure oftindin,,  a r 
source always ready in the hearts of his sutject 
made every one take back %% hat he had brought. 

_ 

Of the five objects which 1 mentioned as th 
motives of Dioclesian's resolution to create Ca_ 
sars, I have expatiated upon four. The fifth, whicli I  
I am now to speak of, was the war against the Pc 
sians, conducted and gloriously ended by Galeri us. 

Though no downright acts of hostility had pas-c 
sed between the Romans and the Persians mine ,"' 
Carus's exploits in the East ; vet the two empir 	' 
were perpetually rivals. liesidesambition,of w hie 
both sides scent to have had an equal share, 	Ili' 
desire of revenge incited the lionmns. 	Valerian 
nativity was st ill present to 	their memory, ami(  

I.Carses, 

• k.,, i :.. sir C;7'ec:1"“ 7.-xp 	ilvx; risiirse 	YOUR{ 	i7i. 	sei;ri:: 	zap ~ 
74% '. 	?:1:./411{1.1V1 ii,7 7 	i'..sil six in 4:ai srAfei'f rctp:tt,S0(4%.1g .,  011 A%7- 
111,..c. 
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Narses, who reigned'in Persia at the time I now 
speak of, was too enterprising a prince, too greedy 
of conquest, to suffer them to forget it. 

0,, /th „,.t. 	In the year of Christ 2,91, 	Narses succeeded 
Vararanes III. the son and successor of Vara-
ranes II. against whom Cares made w.tr. We hayo 
already mentioned, 	incidentally, a 	rebellion of 
Ormies or Hormisdas against his brothor Va:.a-
ranes II. of which we know not the particulars : 
but it did not hinder Vararanes III. from ascend- 
ing the throne after the death of his father. 	Ile 
enjoyed 	it 	but a very short time : 	only four 
months according to some ; a year according to 
others. Narses succeeded him, either as his heir, 
or otherwise : for all that %ye can say of this prince's 
right to the throne, is that he was of the blood of 
Sapor, but perhaps by another branch than that 

z..,,,,,r.d.: of Vararanes. 	Ile was no sooner in possession of 
'""1. rer-  the empire, than, proposing to himself the exam-ice. c. S. 
.4,,,,,,. 	plc of his ancestor Sapor, he thought of extend- 
11"t,•' 1* 	ins* it at the expencc of the Romans, and accord- ...1m/. n 
Aim 1. Vii. in gly made an irruption into Syria, and endea- 
J,',c1r7;;‘,„voured to seize Armenia. Diocicsian could not dis-
a„. Vii. semble such attempts : for which reason, whilst 
2.1. 	he himself went into Egypt to chastise Achilla,ms, .7.,r. 

he ordered Galeritts to march against NarseA. 
The first campaign was not favourable to the 

Romans. 	Galcrius, by presuming too much upwt 
his own abilities, suffered some disgrace. Orosius 
says he was worsted three times by the Persians: 
but this at least is 	certain, that venturing with 
au handful of men to attack the enemy who were 
much stronger, between Carrke and Callinicuni, 
he was defeated and fOreed to fly. 

Diocicsian, whose distinguished character wx-,  
prudence and circumspection, was very ati ,ry Pruden_ 

	for this defeat occassioned by 	his with 

 

rashness, and made him sensible of it : for wheti 
this vanquished prince appeared next before hint, 
the stern emperor let hint walk a mile on foot by 

the 
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the side of his chariot, decorated as he was with 
the imperial purple. 

This was a severe lesson, and Galerius profited 
by it. 	Fired with ardour to repair his fault, and 
havino• with difficulty obtained leave to assemble 
new forces, lie marched towards Armenia, where 
it was easiest to conquer, whilst Dioclesian kept 
a. considerable army in Syria to back him, and 
go to his assistance in case of need. 

Galerius again did a thing, which though corn-
mended by our authors, will, I believe, 1secm to 
all good judges, a proof that he had not yet cor-
rected his rashness : for, attended by only two 

I- 

 troopers, he went out to reconnoitre the enemy : 
an office which not only no prince, but even no 
general, ought ever to take upon himself, and 
which he should leave to subalterns, who may do 
it equally well, without risking the whole army 
in their person. 

That excepted, he behaved like a wise com-
mander : and having brought about an opport it- 

-nity to attack the Persians with advantage, he de-
feated them entirely, though their numbers were 
greatly superior to his, and r:tined a decisive vie- 
ory over Narses. 	The king of Persia, conquer- 

ed and wounded, saved himself with difficulty by 
flight : his camp was taken and plundered : his 
wives, his children, his sisters, and 	in 	short 	his 

I

'  whole family remained prisoners in the hand,: 
of the conqueror, together with a great number 
of other illustrious Persians : 	all the baggage, 

pitnd  all the riches of the army became the prerrir 
the Romans. The disaster was so complete, that 

ik Narses, retiring to the extremity otitis dominitms_ rh...(1  no resource but humbly to sue tier peace. 
The conqueror Galerius revived in favour of his 

prisoners,the example ormoderation and chastity,  ik 
.0 often and so justly praised in Alexander, with 
•ospeet to the wife. and daughter of Darius ; and 

I;)reed 
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forced the ' Persians to acknowledge that the :4  
Romans were as much superior to them in virtuel 
as they were in arms.  

Ant,P•iu,  xlz.r.. Ammianus Marcellinus has recorded an action 
of one of the soldiers of the victorious army, which 
may be compared to what the history of France 
relates of the simplicity of the Swiss after the bat-
tle of Granson. This soldier having found a purse 
full of pearls, threw away the pearls as useless 
babbles, and kept the purse, which was of fine 
grained leather, neat, and glossy. 	Galerius had 
among his troops some new raised levies which 
came to him from Mcesia and Illyricum, and amo 

, 

rig!"'- some auxiliary Goths. 	It must have been one of 
Narses these that was so silly. 	An old Roman would 
sues for have known better. i 

Peace' 	I!, r; granted 
him.  con. 
dit-lon."!* the treaty. 
Pe tr. Pa- 

The ambassadors of Narses being arrived in the 
Roman camp, and admitted to an audience of 
Galerius, Apharban, their speaker, addressed the 
conqueror in a suppliant stile, beseeching him to.  

+tie. L.,%-af• spare the 	Persian 	empire, ;he 	destruction 	of 
which, said he, would deprive the universe of one 
of its two eyes, and the Roman empire itself of it 
subsidiary and almost fraternal splendour. 	Ile 
represented modestly to Galerius the vicissitude 
and instability ofall human things ; and conclud-
ed with declaring how much Narses thought him' 
self obliged to him for the kind treatment his fa-
mily had received, and with expressing his ear-
liest desire to recover his wives and children. 

Galerius answered;thatit ill becametthe Persians 
to pretend to claim pity for their misibrtunes, they 
who had so insolently abused their good fin-tune-
by treating the captive Valerian with an ivrioininy 
sin 	to humanity. 	That he would, riowev2f- 
lay aside his just indignation, not out of regard 10' 
the Persians, who deserved no favour, but to shyly 
himself woi thy of the ancient Romans, ‘vhose 

maxi!!! 
' Perim non modo armie, sed etiam moribus superiures egf 

Romanus cunfcssi stmt. 	Ser. Rlf: 
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naxim always was to slim as much clemency af- 	' 
er the victory, as they did boldness against the 
merry that dared to resist them. 

As Galerius could neither settle the peace nor 
!onclude the treaty without consulting i)ioclesian, 
lie went to meet him at Nisibis, whither the em- 
ieror had repaired. 	An author has written, thatthdr, 
lie Romans might easily have made the Persian 
lominions a province of their empire, and that it 
s not known why Dioclesian missed so tine al 
ipportunity. 	Eta that wise prince 	was not 	to.; 
it misled by a project more specious than solid. 
de would not take, as M. do Tillemont observes, 
vhat he did not find himself in 	a condition to 	' 
:cep : and efrajan's 	fruitless efforts to execute 
hat very design, were a wattling and example to 
Woclesian. 

lie therefore sent Sicorius Prohus to Narses,peln  
vith his proposals, or rather his orders. 	II . 	in-l'i,. 
isted that the kino. of Persia should renounce all 
iretensions 	to 	14"e.opotamia ; 	that 	the 	Tigris 
hould he the boundary or the two empires ; and 
hat in consequence thereof five 	provinces situ- 
ted upon the right-hand sid• 	of that 	river 	to- 
tal-cis its source, and 	which had 	until 	then 	be- 
ATM to the Persians, should be given up to the 
Lomans. Authors differ about the names of these 
ye provinces: hut they agree that Cordvtena, 
Irtaziuna, and Zabdiama were of the number. 
)ioclesian demanded likewise that Armenia, as 
tar as Media, should remain the property of the 
toinaiis. 	lie also required that the king of Iberia 
hould hold his crown oldie Roman emperors, and 
le no longer dependant on the kings or Persia j 
tid lastly, that Nisibis should be the place el'ile- 
osit of 	merchandize of the Last, and the mart 
1 commerce bt i WC011 the two empires. 	Na Ne:i 
Os reduced so low, that he could not retnse  any 
ping. 	Only he excepted against the last article 
elating to Nisibis, for no other reason, says the 

Vot. IX. 	 Y 	 historian, 
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historian, than to shew that he did not absolutely I 
submit like a slave,__ but added something of his 
own to the treaty. The prisoners were not restored * 

' to him. Dioclesian kept them to grace his triumph. 
'peace 

edibrtY 
This peace so advantageous to the Romans, 

lasted forty years. I suppose the war to have ta- Li. 
ken up two campaigns : for I think it would be 
crowding events too much, if they were to be li-
rnited to one. In this case, the war begun in the 
year of Christ 296, ended in the year 297. From 
that time to the year 337, when Constantine, pro-
voked by Sapor who wanted to withdraw the five 
provinces ceded to Dioclesian, would have made 
war against the Persians if death had not pre-
vented him ; the space is forty years. 

lellus is tied 
h pride. 

The victory over Narses .was glorious for' the 
empire, but fatal to Dioclesian. 	It swelled the 

/en,  pride of Galerius, who,  took for it the pompous 
.ant. • titles of Persicus, Armeniacus, Adiabenicus, and 

Mediums. 	Disdaining a mortal origin, he stile(' 
himself the son of Mars ; and though received and 
treated with high distinction by his adoptive fa-
ther and emperor, he grew weary of having only 
the second rank. " Always Caesar ! said he. Until 
" when shall I be nothing but Clesar ?" At length, 
gaining an ascendant over Dioclesian, he prevail-
ed on him to persecute the Christians, and forced 
him to abdicate the empire. But this was a work 
of time : several years elapsing before he could 
thoroughly withdraw himself from his allegiance 
to a prince whose merit was conspicuous, and 
whom he had long obeyed. 	Between the peace 
concluded with the Persians, and the persecution 
on Icred against the Christians, five years interven- 

• ed, during which we have but few events to noti'c. 
,,t,, or , Dioele,ian employed this time chiefly in pro- 

""""r"-  
i ,!,,,. 

vidiii: • for the domestic welfare 	of the 	empire, 
.nd 	: 	ecnring its frontiers by castles built upon 

i" r.l. ttie knine, the Danube, :and the Euphrates. 	Any 
miantts 
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mianus Marcellinus mentions particularly Cercu.E.m.pro 
sium in Mesopotamia, a place little regarded iin-:!̀‘,17!..iA.-7.  til then, but which Dioclesian fortified, because ,;,,..  i. 
its situation at the confluence of the Chaborasmil. 
and Euphrates rendered it an important post. 

Under the year of Christ 302 is placed a very Tillon. 
'Considerable distribution of corn established to 
perpetuity by this prince for the city of Alexan-
dria : and this instance of liberality inclines me 

r

t
_  of to believe too readily what Lactantius says 

f a great dearth of provisions occasioned by Dio. 
lesian's injustice, and increased by an 	injudi- 

cious regulation of their prices, which it was soon 
ound necessary to repeal. 	It is well known how 

difficult it is to find a remedy in such cases ; and 

Lacidnr. 

‘  that princes and magistrates, with the very best 
intentions, arc often at a loss how to avoid mur-
murs and complaints. 
. 	

o.

It was during this same interval lof peace and 
tranquillity that Dioclesian made his great build- 
ins at Nicomedia and Rome. 	We likewise read Emir& 

(Baths built by Maximian at Cartilage. Chrvor 

There seems not to have been any considcra- 
-  le warlike commotion in ull this time, except 
towards the Rhine. 	I have mentioned the 
ory which Constantius gained over the Alamanni p' 	

vie- 

in the year of Christ 301. 

I 	. 	. 
0 	 g 	 NECT. 
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S E C T. IL 

MOCLESIAN'S persecution. 	Rebellious comma- 
lions in Melitenc and,Syria. 	Dioclesian goes to 
Rome, to celebrate there the twentieth year of his 
reign, and at the same time his triumph. 	llis 
games are not magnificent. 	The people are dissa- 
tified with them. 	Dioclesian leaves Rome abrupt- 
ly. 	He falls into a lingering illness, which affects 
In ,  head. 	(lalerius, taking advantage of it, forces 
him and Maz.mian to abdicate the empire. 	Dia- 
cles.'an and Ma. inuan abdicate. 	Severus and 
illayimian cre:ded Ccusars. 	Dioclesian lived con- 
tented in his retirement. 	Ili, remarkable saying 
concerninL; the difficulty of governing well. 	Re- 
mains still subsisting of Dioclesian's palace at Spa- 
latro. 	Ile lied weakened the Praloriehs. 	Sup- 
pression of the Frumentarii, or public spies. 	Se- 
veral of Dioclesiani  s laws in the code. 	Judgment 
concerning his character. 

Diocle- IOCLESIAN, in the beginning of the year 
sian's per- 
secuti.p. 
A.li joi.4. terruptedlY 

1J 303, was in the nineteenth year of an unin- 
prosperous reign, the bare duration 

of which was very extraordinary among the Ro- 
man emperors, almost all of whom, for a century 
past, had only appeared rapidly upon the throne, 
to be as suddenly pulled down. 	All Dioclesian's' 
enterprizes hail succeeded. I Iis government coin- 
bined the sweets of peace witlethe glory of arms. 
Forced, by the circumstances of affairs, to share 
the sovereign authority with colleagues, he tbutia 
in them the deli Fence ofsubjects: and the empiro, 
governed by tour princes, had but one head. This 
brilliant prosperity began to decline from the mo- 
ment of his suffering Ualerius to persuade him to 

persecute 
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persecute the Christians, whom he had until then 
not only tolerated, but fitvoured and protected. 
Eusebius has left us the following description of 

Er.,•;  r oil  ' 	I 	" 
the flourishing state which the church had attain- 
eel to under favour of the long peace she 	had 
enjoyed since Valerian : fbr under Aurelian she 
was rather menaced with persecution, than ac-
tually persecuted. 

" I cannot, says Eusebius, sufficiently express 

, 

" the freedom and dignity with which the gospel 
" was preached before this last storm, nor the ho- 
" none it was held in by all men, Greeks and bar- 
" barians. Our princes bestowed a thousand marks 
" of kindness upon those who professed it, and 
" trusted them with the government of provinces, 
" at the same time that they dispensed with their 
" offering those sacrifices which piety forbids. The 
" imperial palaces were filled with faithful, who, 
" with their wives, children, and servants, gloried 
" in worshipping the name of Christ under the 
" eyes of their master,:, and bad a greater share 
" than any other officer6 in the favour and confi- 
" dence of the emperors. 	A tier the example of 
" their sovereigns, the bite... tints and governors 
" of provinces respected and honoured the chiefs 
" of our religion. 	( )ur assemblies became so nu- 

merous, that the old churches being no longer 
" large enough to contain them, we loll t more spa- 
" cious ones in all the cities. Such, continues the 
" historian, wns our happy situation, so long as we 
" deserved the protection of heaven by an holy 
" and irreproachable combat" Another circum- 
stance to 	be added to Eustebius's account, and 
v'hich will show plainly what progress Christianity 
had made in the palace, is that there is room to be• 
sieve that even 	Dioclesian's wile Prisca, and 	his 
daughter Valeria married to ( ialerius, were Chris- 
1 inn ,. 

Ni,t that the church hail escaped all persecution 7' 
-"CV DIOCIC•;1311'S aCCCSS1011 to the I hroue. 	I 
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soon observe that Galerius used the Christians in 
his armies extremely ill : and in the year 286.. 
Maxitnian had made several martyrs, the most il-
lustrious of whom are St Maurice and his legion, 
andSt Denys of Paris and his companions. But nci-' 
ther Dioclesian nor Constantius had ever shewn'  
any hatred against the Christians: Maximian's yin-.  
lences were only transitory, and those of Galerius 
had not been carried to extremes. The church in 
general, and particularly that of the East, which was'.  
best known to Eusebius, may therefore be said to. 
have enjoyed peace and tranquillity foralongtime.' 

This calm, accompanied even with glory, lr 
produced its usual effect, a relaxation old isciplii 
and morals. " Envy, ambition, hypocrisy, glitIctl. 
" in among us, says Eusebius : divisions between 

the ministers of religion, divisions between the  . 
people. 	We made war upon each other, if not 

" with arms, at least by speeches and writings.'  
• " Even those who held the rank of pastors, de- 

" spising the divine precepts, quarrelled among 
" themselves, were filled with animosity, and dis- 

- " puted 	for the first places in the church of 
. " Christ, as if they had been secular principali- 

" ties. 	Our sins therefore kindled the wrath of 
" God against us, and induced him to chastise us. 
" in order to bring us back to him." 

owl. de Galerius, wprthy to lend his ministry in the pit- 
o"- eh. 10 5. 

nishment which God thought proper to inflict upon 
his people, was, as we learn from Lactantius, the , 
chief instrument of it. 	He had been brought up 
in hatred of the Christian name by his mother, a 
woman extremely superstitious, who, offering tiv-
quent sacrifices in her village to the pretended dci-, 
ties of the mountains, had taken great olknce at 
the Christians for their refusing to partake of the 
repasts which she gave at the same time, and thr 
theirfasting and pray ingw hilst she celebrated feasts 
ofjoy with the inhabitants of the place. Galeyius,as,  
superstitious as his mother, and full of the pi ejn  . 

dices 
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dices which she had instilled into him, was not in 
a situation to follow entirely this bloody 	imi.es- 
sion during the first years of his elevation. 	His 
thoughts were taken up with war : and he found 
himself in a state of subordination, which did not 
permit him to command exactly as he plea: e(1. 
But hatred of the Christians took root in his heart: 
and he at length found Dioclesian disposed to se-
cond him, on the occasion I am going to ment.on. 

Dioclesian had the weakness of wanting to 
into futurity, and of believing that it 	might 
discovered in the entrails of animals. 	As lie was 
offering sacrifices with this view, sonic of the Cl 
tian officers belonging to his palace, who were 
sent, made the sign of the cross, which Lactan 
tins calls the immortal sign, upon their.tivelreads. 
In consequence of this the sacrifices w,, re disturb. 
ed, and the priests could not find in the victims 
the marks by which they pretended to know the 
will of the gods ; or perhaps they only said they 
could not find them, in order to exasperate the 
prince against those whom they hated 	1VhiLt is 
certain, is that they declarcd to the emperor that 
the presence of profane mt., di,ordered them in 
their functions, and hindered them from sueceed-, 
ing therein.  

Constantine hints-elf relates, in EnschilF, a I 
Very analogous to this, and which hiiplioned :•1 i t 
the same time. 	An oracle of Apollo co 
that the just then upon the earth, preven 
giving true answers as in 	tOrmer (lays. 	Di,, le- 
sian asked his sacrificers who those just were, ant 
they did not scruple to answer him ',kit they N1cre,  
the Christians. 

If what they said 	was 	true, Diocleian ought,,' 
-surely to have inferred from thence the impotence 
and finility of the 'sods he worshipped 	But. in- 
stead of reasoning in that just manner, he flew in-
to a passion against those who hindered 16111 fiauni 
coming at his favourite 	knowledge, awl (nth. red 

that  
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that all the officers of his palace should either sa- 
' crifice to his gods, or be whipped for their diso- 

' bedience. 	He even extended the rigour of this 
ordinance to his soldiers, insisting that they should 

ist. sacrifice or be broken. 	Galerius, who had long,' 
• /7; made the troops under his immediate connuand 
1. 317. observe the same law, was highly pleased at find- 

, ing himself authorised by ilioelesian, and resolv-
ed to seize the opportunity to carry things to the 
utmost extremity. 	

i 

. He went to the old emperor at Nicomedia, and 
spent the winter with him, pressing him inces-; 

' sandy to render the persecution general, and to 
add to it the penalty of death. 	He represented 
to him that the former orders were insufficient 
and had not procured the deities of the empire • 

. , 
. 

single worshipper. 	That the 	Christians in the 
army made no difficulty of quitting the service' 
rather than their religion ; 	and that even the ex- 
emplary severity inflicted upon some of them, who 

' had been punished with death, had not made the 
least impression upon them, or abated their obsti- 
nacy. 	Dioclesian resisted a long 	while. 	He. 

' knew how much Christianity had increased, and 
could not think of spreading troulde and desola- 
tion throughout the 	whole empire : 	but would, 	' 
have remained sat i -fi 'd with t Inning • 11.• Christians 
out otitis palace and armies. 	Galerais not agree- 
ing to this, but oh the contrary persisting vehe-
mently in his own opinion, a great council was 
held, in which the affair was deliberated. 	Butt all... 
that were present, either prejudiced against 	the 
Christian religion, or desirous to curry favour with,  - 
their Gusar, w ho now began to soar, sided with 
(Jalerins. 	Dioclesian 	still deterred coming to it 
resolution, and, either to diseulpate hi mselt,or out 
of superstition, sent to consult the oracle of Ap01-  . 
lo at lliletus. 	This was making the Pagan priests 
judges in their own cause. 	Apollo could not fail 
to order the enemies of his worship to be extir- 

pated. 
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pated. 	At length Dioclesian yielded, but without 
consenting to the shedding of blood. 	That except- 
ed, it was agreed that the Christian-3 should be tor-
mented by every kind of violence; and the destruc- 

.I

ex 

.  tion of their (ima in Nicomedia was resolved on 
as the first act of hostility. 	The (lay fixed 1:,r the 
execution of this design was the twenty-third of 
.elnuary, on which the Pagans celebrated the pip 

feast of their god Terminus, as it; by an idli. and 
superstitious allusion, that day had bid fairer than 

ny other to put a final stop to a contrary religion. 
The day agreed on being conic, a party of sol- 

. 
 

Biers, headed by their officers, went to the church, 
broke open its doors, amt began to hunt ibr the 
image of the God worshipped there, imagining 
that they should find in a Christian church some-
thing like what they saw in their own temples. 

hey found the Holy Scriptures, which they burnt, 
ml delivered every thing else up to be plundered. 
'he princes were at the palace windows, !him 
'hence they saw what passed, and by that meann 
resided personally at the execution of their or-
ers : for the church stood upon an eminence di- 

Telly facing them. 	Galeri , ii was thr setting it 
n fire : 	but 	Dioclesian, fearing 	lest the filmes 
'multi spread farther, am! thereby occasion great 
lisehiet, opposed that step, and sent some of the 
ra.torian i4- itard-,  armed 	with 	hatchets and such 
tiler Iii.e 	in,triLnents, 	who 	in 	a 	futv boort,  di... 
rop.l tnelmildingand levelled it with ihegiound.  t.....  ff . , , 
'1 he nest day, the edict of persecution W35 pub-  h.l.  I M. 

Illed 	ill 	NIColitc(113. 	'nit; 	edict 	did 	nut 	Orilti'  . 
 I  .",,,,,, 

eat Ii  : 	but that excepted, it comprehended every 4 	- 
gold' 	that 	could 	ro;,ilily bo 	imaginc(I. 	li. or- 
cued, that the churches iii• the Chi isoaft; should 

pulled down in every env : that their books of 
,figiou  qhould he Iu 	puldirly : 	that all Chris- 
am: should 	he 	punished ; 	it 	of distinguished 
ilk, by 14leiture 	of their posts and dignilies ; 
of the lower class, by the loss of liberty : 	that, 
ev should all be liable to he put to the rack, 

without 
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without any exception on account of birth or 
employments : that the courts of justice should 
be shut against them, so that they should not hel 
able to commence or prosecute any suit in their' 
own behalf ; and that, on the contrary, all actions 
brought against them should be received, and 
determined to. their disadvantage. 

Such was the tenor of the first edict, to which 
was soon after added a second, aimed particularly 
against the bishops and other ministers of the 
Christian religion, whom the magistrates were or.-1  
dered to seize and imprison, and to compel by 
every means, to sacrifice to the gods of the empire: 

These edicts were sufficient to authorize the 
judges to pass sentence of death upon whoever 
persevered in resisting them ; and they accord 

Ilk m  • 
iee.  (1,. 
I. „,,. 

ingly bestowed the crown of martyrdom upon se.; 
veral. 	But in the subsequent declarations, death! 

.,.1. 	19• was expressly mentioned, and ordered to be in-
flicted without distinction upon all that professed 

' Christianity. 
Dioclesian  was led to this excess of cruelty, con-

trary. to all his principles, by what seemed to hit 
a necessary consequence of the first step he ha 
been induced to take, from which, though he ha( 
agreed to it unwillingly, he thought he could no 
afterwards recede with honour. 	Two circum- 
stances contributed, f'rom the very first, to kindle', 
hi,: hatred, and make it appear,  just to him. 	Ono 

10` of them proceeded from the indiscreet behaviour 
oC a Christian : the other was artfully brought 
about by Galerius. 

.4.11.12/.  .)li . ,, ,.... 
As soon as the first edict was posted up, a z 

Ions Christian pulled it down and tore it publi 
He was seiz“', delivered up to the executioner, 

for. 

0 

F evenly mangled, laid upon a grid-iron, and broil.,  .1 to death. 	He suffered all this punishment with 
inflexible firmness and serenity, which never for- 
sook him to his last breath. 	It is to be hoped  that 
the merit of martyrdom expiated belbre God the 
fault committed through his rashness : but we may 

easily 
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easily conceive what impression so audacious an 
action, and so contrary to the laws, i - mA Irwe 
made upon the mind ofsuch a prince as Lodes 

; 	GaIcrius heightened it by a det.:sta:)1 	:ILI 
Makin; sonic of his own officers privately :el .ire 
to a part of the imperial palace. he laid this ernno. 
to the charge of the Christians, who, said ho, had 
committed it, in order to he revc::god and set 
themselves 	at 	liberty 	by 	destroying 	the 	two 
princes who had declared war agairfit them. 	Dio- 
iesian, cunning as he was, did not suspect this 

teeacherv. 	Ile flew into a violent pa,siou apinst 
the Christian officers, of which he had great num-
ners in his palace, and ordered them to be raeloal 
n his 	presence ; but in vain. 	As they 	persc. 	. 
cred in asserting their innocence, the truth was 
not cleared up :Inr no one thought of interro. 
ating Galerius's officers. 	It is pretty extraor- 

linary that even Constantine, who was then upon 
the spot, 	did 	not 	suspect 	the 	authors 	of this 
wicked plot, but ascribes the tire in question to 
lightniug, ifi a  speech wIlich In. pronounced Ion; 
after, add which Ew;chins ha,  prosorvcd. 	AL d 
Tillemont offers a probable co.l.p..eture  to reconcil 
the te,fiwollies of CotMantitis and Lactantitts, by 
supposing' that the palace might be set on fire by 
li ,2,ulninr.2:, 	inil that Cialerin: then gave privat.2 or- 
der, to his officers to add fresh Ind to the flames. 	, 

lie repeated the same ti eacherya fOrtnightafter. 
I

• 
 IC fire broke out again suddenly, but by speedy 

assistance was prevented from spreading. 	How-
ever, (l.derins, seizing this opportunity, Alec hay-
ing worked Diocle,ian up to !he pitch he wanted, 
Jett Nieognedia alnuptly, ,i.i‘iii:_r, that he would not 
stay there to be burnt alive by the Christians. 

It was probably in consequence of this conspi- //::'./r'dui. 
racy Usely imputed 	to the Christians, that 	Dio.. 6. 
cic•ian issued his second 	edict, which filled with 
bishop', pi iests, and deacons, the prisons /lest Med 
for malYtactors, to such a degree, that 	no toom 

was 
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was left in them for these last, they being all filled 
with saints and holy men. 	It was also then that 
he compelled, to use Laetani his's words, his wife 
Prisca, and 	his daughter Valeria, to sacrifice to. 
idols, 	If this be true, if compulsion was really 
used with them, it is a proof that they were Chri3-
thins, or at least well inclined in filvour of Chris- 
tianity, and that they had been instructed in it to . 
a cerfam degree. 

The persecution was general throughout the 
whole empire : tbr the edicts which ordered it 
were sent to Maximian and Constantius, to be 
executed by them in their departments. 	Diocle- 
sian's authority was so much respected by those 
he had associated to his power, that whatever he 
resolved was a law to them. 	Alaximian, natu- 
rally cruel, and whose hands had long been im-
brued in Christian blood, exulted in the °thee of 
seeing the edicts rigidly put in force. 	Constan- 
tins, though they were repugnant to his more hu-
mane way of thinking, could not however abso-
lutely ref use to do what was required of him. Ile 
still-bred the churches of the Christians to be pulled 
down, but spared the lives of the people. 	I do not 
mean by this, that none were martyred in the 
whole extent of the country under his command. 
The titnatie zeal ofsome governors and magistrates 
crowned several Christians in Gaul and Spain:  mid 
to this tune belongs particularly the glorious com- 
bat and martyrdom or the great St Vincent. 	Bid. 
Constantins had no other share in these violences, 
I han barely tolci“ting what he did not• dare to 
binder, cm bed as he was  by the rii.;•our ofthe edict' 
and by his respect and detiTenee lin. Ithielesian- 

i 

Ile therefOre let some hot-headed cnthusiasH, 
who were far from his !,fight, execute their orders. 

I',  But in hi, court, he protected Christianity : 	and. 
xvhikt the other princes inflicted their first acts O f 
cruelly 'Ton the christialis of their palaces, and 
tti,li.orow.ed to make idolatry almie triumph about 

the 
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heir persons ; Constantius, actuated byvery cliff= 
rent principles, judged those most worthy of his 

'ontidence who were most faithfully attached to 
le Christian religion ; and in order to know them, 
e put them to the following trial. 
i ie ordered the ('hristians in 	his palace, who 

ere very numerous, to be told, that, he would 
ave none of their persuasion any longer near him, 
ml that they must consequently clinic which they 
ould prefer, their religion or their Ibrtune, and 
ither resolve to sacrifice, if they would keep their 
laces, or give them up if they refused. 	Lvcu in 
hose days all Christians were not saints, and 
here were among these several, who unwilling to 

'  quit the good things of this world fin the future 
bles!ings of heaven, obeyed the order that was 
notified to them, for fear of losing their employ-
ments ; whilst others, animated with a true faitit, 

Ibreferred  their religion to all temporal hopes. 

	

wirtVlien  they had thus taken 	their several 	resolu- 

	

tion', Con,t a mins skewed 	what be thought of 

DIlam, by declaring that he could by no means pot 
--  any trust in men who had tin-,aken their religion : 

iiir how,  ,aid hr, 	ran 	it 	Im. 	:Apeeted that they 
'should he Jan 	lid to their prince, who have !wen 
faithless 	to tneir ('sod? 	He therefbre broke all 
these, and dismissed them with ignominy. 	Es- 

-  ecming, on the contrary, those who had persever- 
d in their engagements towards God, and look- 

-  g upon them ;is men whose fidelity could be re-
ed on, he not only kept them in the palace, lint 
istinguished them above all others, and promoted 
tem, as the surest friends he could have 
This remarkable instance of tonstantins's affee-

onate regard tbr the, Christians leaves no mini 
doubt but that the ‘,iolene,,,s exercised against 

iem in the provinces of his department, were the 
Feet of 11w blind rage, of some pa. tieular goyer- 
,-,  and of the prince's cautions wiriness. 

'Die 
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•The case was very different in the other parts of 
the empire, where the princes themselves mflam- 

'  d and 	rewarded 	the 	cruelty 	of their officers.', 
There, the blood of Christians ran in streams. ' 
But as the detail of this persecution, the longer 
and most violent that the church ever suffered, 
belongs properly to ecclesiastical history, I shall,  
confine myself to some general circumstances, 
which may not be quite fbreign to my subject. . 

..rfiat. Faisebius tells us that fear made many apos- 
"IL  

„„ 

tatcs : but, with a discretion ill 	suiting the ride§ 
of history, he thinks it incumbent on him, says he, 
to draw a veil over those events so afflicting 10 
Christianity. 	Perhaps 	his 	own 	interest might 
dictate this prudent silence : for it is certain that 
he was imprisoned for confessing the faith : 	it i.§ 
also certain that he came out of prison without 
bearing any corporal marks of the violence of the 
persecutors; and that some illustrious confessor 
afterwards reproached him, in toll council, with 
having basely purchased his safety and liberty by 

10 offering incense to idols. • Lapses were very common in the cast : nor were 
they less so in Africa, where many, without pre-
tending to renouince the faith, gave up the holy 

1111 

il 
Scriptures, in conformity to the edict of persecu-
tion, and by that meanness escaped racks and 
death. 	These were called traditors, and gave rise 
to the schism of the Donatists, which proved ex-
tremely detrimental to the church, and of which  A 
the history makes part of that of Constantine. 	1 10. But.if the Christian church had cause to lament 
the weakness of some of her children, and evo 
of her ministers, the glory of a great many mat,  
tors and generous Confessors edified and comforts 

Ilk ed her. 	Al. de Tillemont has related their nobl 
trinmphs, so precious to piety. 

Op
r. 

.. 	11. 
A very great number of Christians, to avo 

persecution, fled to foreign lands, and fbund amon0,  
the barbariansanassylum which the cruelty of their 

countrvme 
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countrymen the Romans denied them. 	We liit 
already observed upon some other occasions, that, 
these dispersions, owing to the fury of the perse-
cutors, became subservient to the -great designs 
of God, to make the name of Christ known to na-
tions wlio had never before heard of the Saviour. 

To open violence, racks, and torments, was ad- I'.(  
ded another 	kind of persecution, 	levelled, not 	k-'',''' 
against the body, but the mind. 	Two philo,o- 
phers, or men of letters, instead of pitying the 
great distresses of tho Christians, tried to aggra-
vate their sufferings by writing against their reli-
gion, and endeavouring to rob them of the coin- 
thrt of suffering fbr the truth. 	Lactantius alone 
describes one of these authors to us, but without 
naming him. 	He was a speculative, and not a. 
practical philosopher ; volupttion4, fond of ty;t en-
talon and expellee, and consequently greedy of 
money. 	His work, Nvhich according to the same ► 
Lactantius, was deemed purile, wretched, and ri-
diculous, is (Alen into total oblivion. 

The other writer was a magistrate intrnstcd in /..  ce  
illtilifying the perSCCOtiOn to %%1101 he Jim' coW ri- P.7.... 
buted greatly by his bloody r..,iinsels. 	I I icrocles, 

w , 
II. 

- 	overnor of Bithynia, at the 	same time that 	he 
mployed 	the sword 	to extirpate 	Christianity, 

, lade use of his pen also to render it, had he been 

1r 

ble, contemptible and odious. 	In one part of his 
which lie  intitled 	the  .Friend (y .  Truth, he ,•ork, 

..  hack., as I have elsewhere observed, a comparison 
of Apollonin,, of Tyana with Jesus Christ. 	Luse- r  

lithis has refuted him in that point. 	The rest ot, 
his writing turned spun pretended contradict ionl 

in our holy Scriptures, and was little more than a 
th.petition of the objections beliwe made by Cul- 
SIN and destroyed by Origin. 	Laetantius answer-
ed it, not by a dirLet retutat ion, but by establi di-
ng in his hiilite InAlifidirms the solid ii 
, 

Of the Christian religion, and 	demonstrating  . 
ab:;urdity of idolatry. 	Neither the philosoph, 

write 
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writing, nor that of Hierocles, would have been 
any ways fbrmidable, had they not been armed 
with the imperial power. 

The persecution ordered by Diocicsian, was 
carried on by himself' (hiring two years and two 
months. 	After his abdication, it ceased to he 
general. 	But some of his successors, particularly.  
(..ialerius and Maximian i)aza, 	continued it with 
great violence for eight Years: so that it lasted in ' 
all, ten years and almost four months, that. is to 

r.,,,,,,!. 	de say, from the twenty-third of February in the year 
7'`i,,i'.-i: of Christ :;O 	to to the thirteenth of June in the year 
RI. 3 1 3 ; when the edict of Constantine and Licinius 

to restore peace to the church, was published at 

k 
Nicomcdia. 	We shall have occasion to mention 
it again, with the addition of' some fluffier circum- 
stances, because the interests of Christianity be- 
Caine more and more an affair of state, especially 
after Constantine had publicly embraced it. 

ir,.kilii.,ti, :Some expressions of Eusebius seem to imply 
''1'"10• lieu , . 	in 
tr 	l; 	,e 

that Dioclesian's rage against the ( 'hristians wit4 
increased by two unexpected seditious commo- 

"Hisvf13- t ions, thr which he probably wanted to make them 
1,,r. %lat. 
1;,1. answerable, though their perpetual and constant 
i  i'L 6• EtthIlliSS1011 to the legal 	authority 	ought to have 	, 

screened them even from any suspicion of that 	1  
Lind. 	These commotions were neither consider- 
:dile in 	themselves, nor by 	their consequences. 
01 the first, we know nothing more than what liu- 
sebius sas s in very few words. 	A rebel, whom he 
floes not mune, caused himself to In' proclaimed 	. 
emperor in Melitane, a country of Armenia : but 
his enterprise was defeated 	as soon as formed. 

1•,' u•. or. 
xi.  '11. i  AM. 

That same writer is equally laconic in regard, 
the second filet : 	but we find in Libanius wh 
wit ii to supply his deficiency. 

The bison of the harbour of Selencia in Sy n. 
net  being deep enough, live hundred soldiers wer 
ordered thither, to dig in it. 	This work, of itsel 
very laborious, was superintended with extremc 

rigour. 
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rigour. They were not allowed time even to pre-
pare their necessary food, so that after working 
incessantly all day with vast fatigue, they were 	

. 

obliged to spend part of the night in baking their 
.  bread. 	Unable to endure this cruel 	treatment, 
1 they resolved to shake off their hard servitude, 
. and giviw 	a  way to 	frantic rage, of which we find 
j  several examples in that age, they forced their 
commanding officer, whose name was Eugene, to 

1

:  put on the imperial purple. 	Ile resisted : upon 	. 
.  • 	‘vhich they drew their swords and threatened him 

with death, which he, finding it inevitable, chose 
however to defer. 	Antioch was not far oil': and 
the seditious, knowing that great city Was then , 

. unprovided with troops, made their new emperor 
• lead them thither. 	Worn out as they were with 
labour and want, they plundered and ravdged 
every i hing upon the road, and eat amt drank to 
licli exces.i, that when they arrived at Antioch to-

wards the evening, almost all of them were drunk, 
4t1ll much lit ter to sleep than tight. 	However, as 
1 hey were not expceted, and had none to deal with 
hut citizens taken at unawares, they 	entered 	the 

Tel ly w ithout resistance, :mil ran directly lii the p- 
ace. 	lhit alter the first moment of snrprizc and 
error, theAnlinelnanqjecoveringthemselves,and 
on,ndering the small number and helpless condi- 
Ion 	of 1 heir invader';, assembled, and armed ai 
'ell as they could ; the very women of the pllee 
iiiiing thi:m. 	The Whole city, thus united, Sill at 	. 
nee upon the five hundred soldiers haltdead ‘m nit 
runkennesa and I:nigoe, and killed every our or 
hem. Their ellielhini ,:elf lost with his lili.,:i Himi-
um of grandeur which had Lisle(( Inn one 11.1.1. 
i 	Dioch.;.ian W:I4 (T1'1;11111V idill!Wil 	10 	Slit' 	11111:116• 

MN 01.1 vt loch, and Unfit( to havo re wardcd !Iwo 
delny ;o:d courage : nor had he any I ed“m to I 
Igry with those orSelencia, in w.hose city I Ih' l'e- 
)11. beirim, hilt %%ilium', their contrilmtie ,,: hi  i t i ii  

v shape.  •  Ile w ls prohahr% (1, , coi‘,..d 11% 	Like re. 
m.. 1N. 	 / 	 port.  , 
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ports, which made him vent his fbry upon the 
principal members of the council of each of those  
two cities, among whom was the grandfather of 
Libanius. The bloody execution of these innocent 
men, rendered his name so odious throughout the 
whole country, that ninety years alter no creature 
there could hear it mentioned without horror. 

"u'lesian On the seventeenth of September in the year of 
it"Zetuto 
eetehnae tjwir feasts  
tar the 

Christ 303, which was that of the edict of perse-
cat ion,      this prince entered into the twentieth year 
of his reign : an uncommon happiness, as I before 

twentieth 
ear of hiY 

reign, and 
observed, for which he owed the Roman people 
feasts and shews. He had likewise to celebrate the  : 

at the' time his 
triumph. 

triumph decreed to him and his colleague sixteen e.,  
years before, and which he had ever since conti-
nued to merit by new victories gained, either  per- 

Tilton. sonally, or by time ministry of their Ciesars. 	It is 
probable that Dioclesian, sparing as he was of his 
money, and very little popular, joined these two 

E... cond. festivals into one, to save expellee, and avoid the 
c. 25. necessity of figuring in person, a thing he never 

was fond of, and still less so since the fright occa-
sioned by the thunder that fell upon his palace at , 
Nicomedia, and the fire which ensued, had affix- 
ted his brain, and caused what we should call va.  , 
pours. It was even with reluctance that he cool- 
plied with the obligation his triumph laid him un-
der of going to Rome, which he had never seen 
but once in all his reign, when he went thither to • be acknowledged after the war against Carintts 
and the death of that emperor. 

7  diem He staid at Itome as short a time as possible,  
The solemnity of his twentieth year fell, as I hark' 
just said, on the seventeenth of September. 	Ile 
put it off for two months longer, and  celebrate 
it jointly with his triumph on the seventeenth  ' 
November. 

Ed.'''. The triumph of Dioclesian and Maximian w 
rendered splendid by representations of their bat- 
tles and victories over very many different nation; 

. . 	 ifi 
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in almost every part of the world. 	But its chief 
ornament was the captive * fiunily of Narscs king 
of the Persians. 	Ills wives, his 	sisters, and his 
children were led in chains belbre the chariot of 
the triumphers. 

It does not appear that the two Cmsars had any 
share in the glory of this triumph, to which they 
had nevertheless contributed greatly by their ex- 
ploits. 	l'he two -'gust!, without doubt, looked 
npon Constantius and 	Gaicriizs 	as 	their 	lieute- 
nants ; and by the oldest lats of Rome the tri-
umph was   due only to those to whom the chief 
eominand belonged. 

The double solemnity of the vicennat'a and the Itis gunics 
tritlinpll, had drawn 	to 	Rome an immense con-',Ii ryjeZili.  
:sourse of all 	nations, 	big 	with expectations 	of,...mi. 
seeing prodigiously magnificent games. 	Diocle-c"" 
Sian gave games in fact, but not attended with 
any extravagance or luxury. " t Feasts, said he, 
" at which the censor is present, ought to be coil- 
" ducted %vial decency and decorum." 	The Ro-
man emperors, as is known, took the title, or at 
least exercised the power of that office. 

This severity was by no mean, relished by.. the TI ,e woe 
.itoman 	people, 	all 	whose 	rights and all 	whosc isir:;;,.1,11 , 
cares were then, and indeed had long been redti-tlicni. 
cell to their hieing fed by the prince's liberalities, 
and amused with slims. 

'The people, dissati.tiN1 with Dioclesian, could 
not be silent, but loaded him with bitter sarcasms. it7„,(.0,. 
This prince, who had never liked Rome, took aro.s% 
still greater aversion to his capital on a twit nt, of ,„,,,,:1:, ,./. 
this usage to which he was not accustomed. 	It.,- it 

.`2 	 may 

" I take Eutropius's expression literally. 	NI. tie Menton!. 
hall chosen to modify it, by supposing that Nurser s lionily ap- 
peared only in effigy in Dioelesian's triumph. 	I see no moon 
for  giving tlii,  forced interpretation to the express word,  or 
the ancient author. 

-I .  Castiores esie oportere lodos 47-pedant* (Timm. 
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may with great probability be conjectured, that 
his first design was to stay there at least until the 
first of January, in order then to take possession 
of his ninth consuldiip ill the capitol with Maxi-
mian, who was at the same time to enter 111)1)1) hl: 
eighth. Piqued at a liberty which he I howtht de-
generated into licentiousness, 1)ioclesian sudden-
ly resolved to leave Rome. Notwithstanding the 
rigour of the season, he set out from thenc 	Oil 
the twentieth of December, and perfbrineal the 
ceremony of taking possession of the consulship 

s at Itavelina. 
fiat,' in- llis precipitation cost him deai.. 	He was in a 
.111r-4,r-hurry to return to his faVourite city, Nicomedia. 
d  „.., t.:1  The mconveniencies of 	journey in a had SC:,h011, 
s his joined to a weak state of health, threw him into a 

lingering illness of which he never recovered pee-
fectly. After keeping his apartment a long while; 
finding himself somewhat butter he made an effort 
to appear in public on account of sonic solemn 
ceremony, and towards the cud of the year 3011 
lie celebrated the dedication of the circus he had I 

. 	' • 

built at Nicomedia. 	lint either the fatigue he 
und,crwent that day, or the violence of his disor-
der, which had only been suspended, brought 0,,  
a relapse, and endangered 	his life. 	The alarm 
was great : public prayers were put up for 164 , 
preservation, and at length on the 	thirteenth of 
December lie fainted away, and was thought to 
be expiring. 	However, he recovered life, but not 

. his health : and when he appeared again in pub- 
lir two months and a half after, 	on 	the first of 
March in the year 305, he was soaltered, broke!' 

it.; and extenuated, that he could scarcely be knowil 
i lit.again. 	What was still worse 	for him, 	was that 
,- „,;. his mind remained atK!cted, not indeed to a total 

and absolute degree of insanity, but in such maw.  
ner flat he was frequently bereft of his senses for 
a tiiiie, and those fits, when over, left behind thew 

- . a lethargic numbness and heaviness. 

_. 
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This melancholy situation  of  Diodesian favour- 2inlenri"'• 
ed 	 e s_ the ambitious views which Galerins had for 	- vanotr  
veral years cherished in his 11,,art. 	Thirsting af-?t'1r-itu.  
ter the first rank;  he 	flattered 	himself' that 	Pio- ,:,,,,,, o ; r. 
clesian, worn out by illness, would 	neither 	have e'.Litie+0  
strength 	enough to kelp the sovereignty, norto Air 
Buflicient resolution to resist his importunities and theciat 
solicitations to him to abdicate it. 	As to Maxi- 
mian, whose only merit was courage in war, but 
who had no steadiness of conduct, no head, little 
sense and  understanding., Galerins had no fear of 
him, nor doubted of being able to awe him into 
his measures. 	Besides 	toe splendour and dis- 
tinction which his lietory over the Persians gave 
him, he had lately acquired the friendship and as- 
sistance of a nation 	of barbarians, who, driven 
from their native country by the Goths, had ta- 
ken reffige 	in 	the Roman 	territories, and 	were /..,,,p,o.:1i, 
received by Galerius, to whom they became a con- 
siderable reintbrcement. 	His troops were by this 	H'• 
means augmented, and he seem,: to have likewise 
added to than new levies raised in  the  provinces 
of his department, so that he thend himself in a 
c9nditioit to give the law : and though the last o 
the four princes on whom the government oldie 

.empire then depended, he tOrmed alone the plan 
of his intended alterations, taking upon him to 
exclude some, and put in others, just as is suited 
his interest or caprice. 	 A 

VW  form ofgoyeroment established by Diode- 
Sian, that is to -;tv, of havim2,-  two ,ThAttrsti and two 

a' al's, was to be continucd. 	Iii con ,;cmit- lie 
the abdication of Dioch.”..m aud Maximian, %Nil1 
he lai:1 (1,,wn as his first point, lie aim Constanti 
Were to be the .114,  tiNii. The two Ca,,ars wore n 
to be chosen : or rather they seemed to he :diva 	• 
appointed by nature and the circumstances of ,e  

thin 	s. Alaxentins the son of iNlaximian, and Con- 
stantwe the son of Constantins, were the only 
per 014s th:d could he thou hit of: 	and the right 
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which their birth gave them seemed by so mud) 
the moi e indisputable, as Dioclesian had no son, 
and Galcrius's son Candidianus was illegitimate, 
and then but nine years old. But neither of these 

• two princes pleased Galerius : the one by his 
vices, the other by his merit, became equally sus 

is. picious in his eyes. Maxentius was his son-in-law, 
but a young monster, who already shewed the 
very worst of inclinations, to which he afterwards 

, 	. 	. gave an unbounded loose, when lie had possess- 
cd himself of the sovereign power. 	I do not, 
however, believe that this would have appeared 
to Galerius a sufficient motive of exclusion, if 
Maxentius had not affronted and vexed him by 
his haughtiness and arrogance, which he carried 
to such an height as to refuse to submit to the 
then established ceremonial with respect to the 
emperors, of paying homage, or, as it was called, 

.adoration, to his father and father-in-law. 	Such 3 
character could not but be both feared and hated. 
Constantine an amiable prince, and, as I have al-
ready described him, full of noble qualities, gave 
another kind of uneasiness and umbrage toGale-
rius, who was afraid to decorate his talents with 
a title of honour and power, lest he should there- 

16. by arm a rival against himself 	He despised his ,  
father, whose moderation he looked upon as all 
effect of pusillanimity ; and 	Galcrius's projects 
tended to nothing less than stripping Constantius 
of the empire, if death did not soon deliver Idol 
from a collciague who was a burden to him. 	Ile 
.therefore was fdr from thinking of stren,,,thening 

15. him by making his son ( ':usar. 	He wanted Cs- 
sars who should owe their elevation to him, who 
should be his creatures, and whom he should be 
able to keep in a state of dependance. For theso 
reasons he cast his eyes upon one Seven's, who i 4  

' not known in hi-tory until this moment, and upo" 
his nephew Da la or Daza. 	 .  

Sc,:cri191 
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Severus, who took the names of Flavin% Vale- cr,.,::;•;.-,,,. 
rius, born in Illyrieum of obscure parentage, had ;. 

a way of thinking as low as his birth. 	Fond of 
wine, ofdancing, and of every other excess ofthat 
kind, he t urnedday into night, and night into day. 
Galerius, when he presented him to Dioclesian, 
ascribed to him the merit of fidelity in the distri-
bution of .the sums he had intrusted him with for 
the troops : but I am apt to think that what chief-
ly recommended Severus to the person who pro-
moted him, was the meanness of his mind, which 
promised Galerins a slave under the purple. 

Daza was the son of Galerius's sister, and had, 
like his ancestors, and like his uncle himself; tient 
cattle in his infancy. 	Galerius had lately sent for 
him to court, and changed his ignoble name into 
that of Maximian or \laximin. 	This last is the 
name that has prevailed in histoLy, for which rea-
son we shall always call him by it. Medals and in-
scriptions name him C. Galerius Valerius Maximi-
nus. He was then very young, void of education, 
destitute of culture, retaining all the clownishness 
of his country and 	birth, addicted to drunken- 
ness, superstitions to excess. The sequel Will ShCW 
what other vices his great change of fortune and 
the licentiousness of the sovereign power produ-
ced, or at least manifested in him. Galerius made 
no doubt of the blind submission of a nephew, 
whom he had raised from nothing to the throne. 
Ile was mistaken, as the event will show. 

When be had arranged his system in the man- 
net that seemed to him best suited to his 	views, 
lie set about executing it. 

Ile began with attacking Maxim an, as the easi- /, 
e. t to overthrow, and at once succeeded by threa- 
tening to stir up a civil war, if he did 	not 	grant 
him the title of Augustus, which he had so well 
deserved, and which he was weary of waiting for. 

1., ,, t.dk 

Alaximian, though limd of power and p'irandenr, 
yielded ; 
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yielded ; 	fear getting the better of his ambition, 
He also accepted the Ca•sar which Galcrius pro-
posed to him ; and this last had the insolence to 
send &vans to him to be invested with the pur- 

. 	plc, even before he had conferred with Diode- 
sian upon that subject. 

. 

	

	After this first victory, Galerius ventured upon 
the second attack, to which end he went to Rico-
media, to try to reduce a prince he had always 
feared, and whom he certainly would not have got 
the better of; Wiliness had not weakened him. 
He began at first prettygently, representing. to him 
that he was old, (thOugh Dioclesian was then on-
ly fifty-nine) that his health was greatly impaired 
by the violent illness under which it was thought 
lie would have sunk, and that the weight of the 
government was too much for him to bear. 	He 
proposed to him the example of Nerva, who, ac-
cording to a tradition then received, but of which 
we have proved elsewhere the falsity, abdicated 
the empire, and committed it to the care of Tra- 
jan. 	Dioelesian , rejected 	this idea, 	which 	he 
judged indecent, and by no means becoming him 
to entertain. 	But as he was infbrmed by a let- 
ter from 	Maximian of what had passed between 
him and Galerius, in hopes of satisfying the all-
daciou,ncss of an ambitious man by yielding part-
ly to his desires, he said, that he saw indeed no 
reason why the title of Augustus might not-  be 
rendered common to the iOur princes wh °governed. 
This was not at all the plan of Galerius, who want-
ed to be master, which he knew he should never 

_ 	be so lon ,-,  as Dioclesian remained in place. 	Ile 
aceordin;1y answered, that he would abide by the 
system established by Dioeleaian 11:inself: 	Tli.a.;t 
was difficult to preserve concord even between  two 
equal colleagues, but that it would be absolutely 
impossible to maintain it among four. " If there-
" Core, added he, you persist in not resigning your 
" rower, 1 shall know what I have to do : for iny 

" intention 
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" intention is not to languish always in an inferior 
" station, and never to occupy any hut the lowest 
" rank." 	Dioclesian's head was no longer able to 
resist such violence as this, and Alaximian's exam- 
ple weakened him still more. 	Tears stole down 
his cheeks, and, conquered by an impression which 
stifled neither his inclination nor his understand-
ing, be gave most unwillingly a consent he had 
not the courage to reflise. ' His only arguments 
then turned upon the choice of the C:esars, which, 
said he, ought to be settled by joint deliberation 
of the four princes. 	'' What need is there, replied 
" Galerius, of a joint deliberation ? 'Whatever we 
" determine must please the other two." 	Dio-
elesian answered, that their approbation was in 
effect sure enough, because none but their sons, 
Maxentius and Constantine, could be made Cie- 
sars. 	" No ! 	replied Galerius ; 	I will not have 
" Maxentius. 	He is proud, and braved me be- . 
" fore he had any title. 	What then 	will he not 
" do  when associated to the sovereign power ?" 
" You have nothing of that kind to reproach Con- 
" stantine 	with, said 	Dioclesitm. 	lie is of an 
'' amiable disposition, and promises a still milder 
" and more moderate government than that: of his 
" father." 	Galcrius, growing bolder as he gained 
ground, 	here 	declared 	his 	sentiments 	flatly. 
" What ! 	said he, am I then not to be master of 
" any thing ? I must have Ciusars who will be sub- 
" mis',iye to me, who will be afraid to displease 
" me, and who will take my orders in every thing." 
n e  then propowd Severus and 111 aximin. 	Diu- 
rlesian represented in vain that lie knew too much 	- 
of the 	one, and 	too little 	of the 	other, ill Op. 
In ove of such a choice. 	Galerins 	insisted, and 
said he would be answerable tOr them. " 1)o then 
" as VOLI please, said the emperor conquered and 
" 	over-pwered. 	It is 	1 elir 	blISIIICc,,, since you 
" arc going 	to 	he 	at 	Ow 	1 , ( H 	id.  fhe.rillliire• 

•, 	hiL! 
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c,  Whilst the authority was in 	my hands, I took 
“ care that the republic should flourish. 	If any 
“ disgrace befals it now, I shall not be answerable.;' 

The 0-bai-  
ation of 

Diodesian  
Every thing being thus settled and concluded, 

Dioclestan and Maximian concerted matters so as 
311(1  Maxi-  
mina. 	Se- 
rcrs and 
maximin 
cronted 

to make their cession of the empire on the same 
day, that is to say, the first of May, one at Nico- , 
media, the other at Milan. 	We know not any. 
fartherparticulars concerning Maximian, than that 

1...  '1'A' 
f7,1(n. .. 

he quitted the purple, invested 	with 	it Severus,. 
who had been sent to him by Galerius, and retir-
ed to a delightful place in Lucania, where he re- ' 
mained until his restless temper and other con-
curring accidents made him leave it, to run again 
after grandeurs which he had renounced with rc- 

Lad. 18. gret, and embark in new adventures, which, as 
we shall see, ended 	at last in 	a tragical death. 
' The ceremony of Dioclesian's abdication is relat-

ed at proper length by Lactantius. 
This prince ordered the troops to assemble up- •  

on a rising ground, three miles from Nicomedia, 
on the very spot where he had given the purple 
to Galerius thirteen years and two months betbre, 
and where to preserve the memory of that event, 
a column had been erected, crowned with a statue 
of Jupiter. 	To this assembly Dioclesian went in 
state, attended by his guards: and there shedding 
tears, flue overflowing's of his weakness, he made 
a short speech, setting fbrth, that his age and in- 
firmities 	no lodger permitted 	him 	to 	bear the 
weight of the empire ; 	that he wanted rest after 
so many years of labour and fatigue; that he ced-. 
cd the sovereign power to those  who, being strong- 
er than him, would be 	better ail,' 	to disehar 
the duties of that high 	station, and 	that he w.- 
going to name two Ca.sars in the room of Con- 
stantius and Galerins, who, by his abdication and i that of Alaximian, became  Augitsii. 

Coutantine, then thirty-one years of age, stood 
eloso by him, and had the withvs Qf the whole as-.  

. 	. 	• 	, 
:-.1it 4 	• 	• 	

sewb!v• .., 	t  ..t.  
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sembly. 	No diwbt was made but that he would 	. 
be promoted to a dignity to which his birth and 
merit intitled him 	beyond dispute. 	Every on 
therefore was astonished to hear Dioelesian pro. 
nounce the names of Sevcrus and Maximin. 	The 
surprize was so great, that numbers asked one an 
ther 	since when 	Constantine had 	changed hi 
name. 	But Galerius did not leave them long in 
this' suspense : 	for, stretching out his hand, li 
took by the arm Maximin, who was behind th 
throne, and made him advance that the soldic 
might see him. 	I)ioclesian 	then 	pulled oil' li 
purple mantle, and with his own hands laid it over 
the shoulders of the new Cesar : after which, be-
ing no longer any thing more than a private man, 
he returned to the city, which he drove through. 
in a coach, and from thence continued his rout 
to his native place, Salona. 

This account, taken from Lactantius, slims that DI  
Dioelcsian did not renounce the empire without I'd  
violence and reluctance. 	But what proves an un-1,ci,nti,ii, 
common prentness and solidity of mind in this me 
prince, is that, as I observed in the beginnin.•z7, or 
his reign, after he had once taken his resolution, 
though he did that with a bad grace, he persisted 
in it with a steadiness which never varied ditring 
the nine remaining years of his lire, without beinE,,  
tempted either by the opportunities that offered, 
or by the 	solicitations and 	example of' his co 
lea:2-iie 	laxiinian, 	who 	re-assumed 	the 	purp 
twice. 	E‘ cry one knows his fine answer to Alaxi- r.t.  T 
mian and others of his old friends who exhorted 
him to quit his obscure life, mid reclaim the em- 
pire. 	" 11,7ere yon,* said he to them, hut to see 
'' the pot-herbs which 	I 	cultivate with my ()wit 
" hands at :.;:dona, you certainly would never ad- 
" vise the to re-ascend the throne." 

° Unnam sniinix po,,eti, vii4u okra 110:triti 

tiuta. 	Prolixto witurLw , 	:••:!I t,•!It ritlinn ludic trl 
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Remark- 	lie was then sensible of all the difficulty ()like 
able sayinm 
of thi, 	-art of reigning, and saw, without doubt, at least 
prince con-some of the faults he had committed in the admi- cerninF,thc 	• dilikah. 	nistration of the sovereign power. Those to whom 
"g° vein-  he oened. himself upon. that head heard him own big  w,..11. 	whatwas equivalent- to such an acknowledgment, role. A n rd.  
43. 	when he said : " Nothing * is more difficult than 

" to govern well. 	Four or five interested cour, 
" tiers enter into a league, and lay their snares in 

. " concert to deceive the prince. 	They represent 
‘• things to him under such appearances as suit 
" their views. 	The prince, shut tip in his palace, 
" cannot know the truth, nor any thing more than 
" what they tell him. 	Ile promotes men who 
" ought to be discarded, and dismisses others 

whom he ought to keep. 	In short, by the coin- 
" bination of a feW wicked wretches, a good and 
" even cautions prince, will, the very best inten-
" lions, is betrayed and sold." 

	

'sins 	Diocleian embellished his retreat in a manner 
iThgle-  answerable to his Ibrmer fortune. 	He built him- 

:, ',a- ,  

	

qui 	self a superb palace, four miles fror.i Salona 	the 
,,iAing walls of which still subsist almost entire at Spala- 
palltro. 
.:;,„,. de  tro, a city upon the coast of Dalmatia, which per- 

	

liorti- 	Imps took its name from this palace. 	Some other ,. parts of that building also remain, sufficiently per- 
fect to slim that they once wci e curiously finish-
ed and very magnificent. 

Some particulars, which yet remain unnoticed, 
conccrning Dioelesian after his retreat, shall be 

mentioned 

'1' Ego,  Stir ['visors, a patre met; audivi. Dincletinnum Prin. 
cii,cm, jam privntum, dixisse iiiltil 	tsar ditficilms (pima 	1)cw- 
imperare. 	Culligunt se quatuor vel quinquo, atque unum con. 
silimn a.1 deeipiendinn Imperatorem r 'Omit : dicunt quid pro- 
!minium sit. 	Imperi.tur, qui dmui elausus est, vera rum mit it. 
cogit or hoc tumuli, scire (rod illi loquuntur. 	Facit ludico 

nos lien' non opportet : 	amovet a Republica gnus dcbchat o!). 
nem 	Quid multa! ut 1)iucictianus Time direbnt, bonus, cad. 

tu 	uptimui vendit or fmperptor. 
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mentioned in their order of time in the sequel of 
this history. 	I must 	now finish the picture of 
his reign and 	charactor, by adding to it a few 

• touches which could not well he given sooner. 
Ile lessened the number of the pnutoriaus, and tic  wok- 

- thereby prepared the 	way for Constantine, who'"ettrilw 
broke them. 	Dioelesian's design was to weaken.12. 
that body, which had made and unmade so many  Au'''. r" 
emperors. 	This precaution was by so much the 

; more necessary to him, as being determined not 
„to reside in Rome, he might justly fear troubles 

• and rebellions in that capital, especially whilst he 
should live at a great distance from it. 	The same 
reason induced him likewise to reform and dimi-
nish the city-cohorts. 

He abolished a set of spies established by the  S.tipp7§-
1 

 
emperors under the name of Frumentarii, or ill-sittn,„:  
spectors of the corn. 	These were soldiers, whose ra, or pub. 
function at first 	was to distribute to their cum-1"'r"''  

1  tacks the measure of corn allotted to each man : 

1 

and as this ministry gave them an opportunity of 
knowing all the soldiers of a cohort, or a legion, 
they were directed to examine into their charac- 
ters, and give an account of such as they shoold 
know to be- 	seditious and capable of raising dis- 
turbance. 	Their commission was afterwards en- 
larged,  and they were authorised to observe, not 
only in the legions, but in the cities and provin-
ces, every commotion, every suspicion of revolt, 
and to give notice of it to the court. 	Thence 
arose  perpetual 	intormations, and frequent ca- 
lumnies against innocent people, many of whom 
perished upon false accusations of treason, always 
too readily listened to by princes. 	Diocles.,ian wag 
universally applauded for abolishing all those in- 
2pectors qthe corn. 	But either he or his successors, 
substituted in their room  ilents (,1* Alfilirs, who 
F•oon became equally formidable and pernicious. 	4,,fend Of 

'' A great number of Dioclesian's laws inserted in 10%1;w, 
the  code prOVC the e4tcein in which hi , ,iiecesitorcii,i tit„, 

lield:,,l'' 
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held his wisdom in that important part olgoverri- 
77112:“. ment, legislation. 	M. de Tillemont cites one of 

those lawswhich does hononrte the prince'sequity. 
A certain Thaumasins preferred an indictment a-
gainst Symmachus, in whose - house he had been 
brought up from his infancy. 	Dioelesian for 
receiving the accusation, saying that it was 
quitous and unworthy ()Utile happiness of his re 

Judgment 
coneeniing 
hi, charae- 
t„,  

Upon the whole he was a great prince, ai 
vated and extensive genius, knowing how to 
himself be obeyed, and even respected by 
from whom he could not require an entire 

Marred . encc, Steady in his designs, and judicious 
Gendh. choice of the most proper measures for th 
...u,,,:m.. 
Aura. ro. cution • , active and always in motion ; 	ca 

distinguish merit, and to remove vicious mei 
about his person ; attentive to make plenty 
in his capital, in the armies, and in the who e  em- 
pire. 	But with so many qualities worthy of e-
steem, he knew little of the art of rendering him-
self amiable ; and though he gloried in imitating 

cup. M. Marcus Aurelius, he was far from copying his 
4"r. 19. goodness. 	Besides the cruel persecution which 

he ordered against the Christians, we have seen 
that his government was in general hard, tending 
to oppress the people. 	All history reproaches him 
with pride, ostentation, and 	arrogance. 	Even  .1- 
his prudence degenerated 	into artifice and cun- 
ning, and inspired 	sentiments of suipieion and 
mistrust. 	It has been observed t that no cone 
tion with him could be trusted to, and that tho. 
whom he called 	his friends, could not depend 
upon a true and sincere affection on his side. 	I lis 
character resembledgreatly that of Augustus: both 
of them acted upon selfish principles, and were vir- 

tuous 

* IniqUtini & lunge a bcatitudine nostri seculi case credimul, 
Ut &1 /4-. 	Cud.  lib. IX. tit 	1. Irg. H. 

1 Diucktiani suspectam prudentiam. 	laifrop. lib. X. 
I Parton hunesta in milieus fides. 	Aurcl. Dirt. 
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tuous only out of interest. 	But modesty and mild-
ness establish a very advantageous difference in 
favour of the founder of the monarchy of the Cae-
sars, over the prince I now compare to him. 

In matters of war, the parallel still holds good. 
Neither of them liked it, nor excelled in it, though 
they cannot be said to have been ignorant in mi-
litary affairs, nor to have wanted courage when 
personal valour was necessary. 	Loth, sensible of 
their defects, supplied their deficiency in this re- 

/3pect, by the choice of good and able generals or 
associates. 

Dioclesian's mind was not at all cultivated, norsiaiye 
can I see any reason to believe that he layoured iài 4roVh, 
or 

	

	learning, of which he was ignoratit.vi...-cs. protected 
I find no trace of eloquence under his reign, ex-I !der lits 

rogn• 	- 
cept in Gaul and at Rome, where Nazarius, Ell- 
Menit.IS, Mamertinus, still kept up a shadow of it. 
yow  history was treated in those days, we may 
Judge (ruin the writors of the Byzittitine collec- 
tion, all of whom 	lived 	under bioclesian, and 
whose enormous faults I have so t'requentiv had 
occasion to point out. 	Philosophv ,ustainci itlielf 
somewhat better, particularly by the means of the nv,,,. 
celebrated Porphyry, whose knowledge was ex-
tensive, and who, originally the disciple of Ploti- 
bus, 	continued 	the succession of the Platonic 
ellool. 	But even if he had not composed a fiiri- 

Otis work against 	Christianity, his philosophy in 
itself' would deserve little esteem, being often be- 
Wildered in extravagant chimirras, and bordering 
Upon magic, which at the same time, it affects to 
condemn.  

Plf INcip,‘1. 

   
  



PRINCIPAL EVENTS 

OF THE REIGN 

OP 

CONST ANTICS CHLOR U 

A. R.1056. C ON STANTIU S V. 
?-• C ESS 	de in AI A 7 A- C.  303. GALERIUS MAXIM JANUS v . i 	' 	• 

CONSTANTIUS and Galerius become Anb, 
l' the first of May, by the abdication of Dio 

and 	k;aximitin. 
The Boman empire is actually shared betweea 

them, but unequally. 	Constantins retains his de- 
partment, that is to say, Gaul, Spain and Britain. 

' •  , 	Galerius 	governs 	Illyrieum, 	Thrace, 	and 	Aqi3 
.Minor himself, Italy and Africa by 	the 	minis • 
of Severus, and the cast by that of Maximin. 

(.'onstantius makes hi.; 	subjects happy. 	Ga. ' 
runs governs like a tvrant. 

Ile keeps 1vith him Constantine, whom he hail 
excluded from the dignity of CLesar, anti A‘ ho was 
an obstacle to his designs. 	Ile endeavours several 
tittles to have him destroyed. 

.3.11.1037. 	CO N ST  ,t NTIUS VI. 
v. C. :iuti. 	GUI:IOUS _\ .).`,NIM IA N  l'S  VI. t AuGG' 	

lel 

Constantine escapes from Nicomedia, and god 
to Gaul, where he 	his father, who was the?! ‘ joins 
preparing to pass over into Britain. 
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Advantages gained by Constantius over the 
Picts, a people whose name appears now for the 
first time in history. 

Constantius dies at York on the twenty-fifth of 
.July, leaving several 	children, 	but appointing ' 
Constantine alone to be his successor. 

tantine is proclaimed Augustus, on the 
, by the army. 

,. 

SECT. 	III.  

Constantius held the first rank among the four princes 
who governed after Dioclesian. The empire actual- 
ly divided between him and Galerius. 	Happiness 
("like provinces under Constantius. 	Galerius, on 
the contrary, 	governed tyrannically. 	Pr(jects 
ichich he revolved in his mind. Constantine escapes 

,from Nicomedia, and joins his father in Gaul. Con- 
stantius dies at York.. 	He appoints Constantine 
his sole successor. 	The army proclaims Constar- 

NI
tine Augustus. 	The fate y Constantius compared 

• with that of his co-temporary princes. 

ER the 	resignation of Dioclesian and  Constan• 
Maximian, the Roman empire was govern-gues 	

hi 

(1 by two Augusti, and two Caesars, Constantitts,rank a- 
;aiding, Severus, and Maximin. 	I place Con-i!,,"„"r'gprtie  

- 4antius at.the head, because he was the first ()fees who 

ir

FT 

•Ilese lour princes.He had always ranked abov . 	 verne.d  , 	• 	. 	ur 	 C  after 	 - 
olding as Caesar, and he preserved the samedesian. 
re-eminence as Augustus. 	In the consulship 
hich they bore together in the year of Christ 

' 	306, Constantius is named before Galerius. 
Vol,. IX. 	 A a 	 But 1 
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But this was only a pre-eminence of honour.: 
for Constantius was far from succeeding Diocle-
sian in authority, as he did in rank. The ambitious 
Galerius; who had not been able to bear the su-
periority of a prince to whom he owed every thing, 
was by no means disposed to submit to one whose 
equal he migkit pretend-to be. 	even despised ,Ile 
Constantius's mildness, as I have said elsewhere ; , and, because he was more daring, thought himself 
made rather to command over him, than to receiv 
order's from him. Constantius on his side was upo 	, 

- 	his guard against such a colleague,' and feared hi 
• There being thus no union, no good understand- 

The cm- 	• 
ireacti_ing between these two princes, the empire, as Eu- 

ty divided sebius observes, was really divided 	for 	the first 
between time; because the part of it which obeyed him and 	 Con- 
Galerius 	stantius, •though still considered as a member of 
Ecci. Llii. tne body, had in fact little more communication 
VIII. c.13.with that which acknowledged Galerius, than two 
tremit'31''neighbouring states at peace with each other. 
Tillem. 	The division was extremely unequal. 	Galerius 
cone. art. had taken 	care that. the new Cmsars should be 
6. 	chosen from among his dependants : in conse-

quence of which, though there was some room to 
think that it was intended Severus should be in 
respect of Constantius what Constantius himself 
had been with regard to Maximian, in reality this 

Eutrep. I. 
X, 	Caesar took his orders from Galerius. Constantius 

only kept his former department, Gaul, Spain, 
• and Britain. 	Galerius had all the rest, and go- 

verned Illyricum, Thrace, and Asia, himself, Italy 
and Africa by the ministry of Severus, the east 
and Egypt by that of Maximin. 

Happ 
he

ines 	The people under Constantius's rule had reason of t 
provinces to bless their fate. 	He had already made them 
natter Con- happy whilst he held only a rank which subjected 
stantius. mill to some dependence : but when he was no 

jonger answerable for his a•ettions to any hut himseilf:, 
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fie increased the public felicity by displaying fully 	i 
211 the sweetness and goodness of his nature. The E" de 
persecution against the Christians ceased absO4f714Pd* 
lutely in the countries which obeyed him ; and his 
just example was followed by Severus, who, pro- 
bably thinking he owed him that deference, or  
perhaps himself averse to the rigours exercised 
updti so many innocents, restored peace to the 
churches of Italy and Africa. 	" 

. 

In general, all the subjects of Constantius en-Eany,  . 
,toyed anseasy and quiet situation under an affable 
and popular prince, who wished to see the cities 
and inhabitants of his government flourish, and 	. 
who declared in express terms, * that he had ra-
ther the riches of the state should be dispersed in 
several hands,. than locked up in any one 'coffer. 
The reader may remember the instance I gave of 
his adherence to this maxim, under Dioclesian. 
This good prince, sure of being loved and respect= 
ed for his virtue, kept himself at Such a distance 
from pomp and ostentation, and was so fond of  
simplicity, that whenever he was obliged to give 
any great entertainment, he borrowed plate front 
his friends for the service of his table. 	' 	• 

The happiness of these fortunate provincescrmitrus, 
was increased by a comparison of their blessings• trilaryi,egCr 
with the evils which those under Gallienus suffer- vernFd ty, 
ed. 	Nothing is 	more shocking than the de-  tr,aanen.V• 
-;cription we find in Lactantius of the tyranny of,rdi  I  22,P 
that barbarous prince. 	To imitate the pride of; 
the Persian monarchs, to be like them adored,. 
and to command over none but slaves, was, in 
his 	opinion, 	little. 	To 	the 	most 	odious 	des- 
potism 	lie 	joined 	a, cruelty 	which 	surpassed 
a...it of Nero. 	The most ✓horrid deaths were 

2 	 inflicted 
0 

. Meliu3 est publieas oyes a privati4 baberi, quara intra 
inum tlaultrum reiervari. I 

• 
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• inflicted by him for slight offences, and that with- 
out distinction of sex, rank, or age. 	Bare be-
heading was a favour granted only to those whose 
important services pleaded very strongly for them. 
Ladies of quality were sent to work-houses of 
slaves, and there subjected to the lowest drudgery., 
Galerius took an inhuman pleasure in seeing inert 
devoured alive by bears of an enormous size,v:hich., 
he had collected, and kept in his palace. He had 
accustomed himself to practise these horrors upon 
the Christians, and he now extended titem indif 
ferently to all that had the misfortune to displease 
him. 

All these condemnations were pronounced and 
executed without any form of justice. The judgesil 
that he appointed were savage and illiterate mep, 
bred up in arm* Eloquence was stifled, the advo-
cates of the state were silenced, and its civilians 
banished. 	All learning was deemed mischievous, 
and those who professed it might expect to be 
treated as enemies. 	An arbitrary licentiousness, 
freed from all consideration, annihilated the laws, 
and rendered every accomplishment of the mind. 
useless. 

Calerius was not less greedy of money, than 
cruel : but as death could be the portion of only 
acertain number of victims, he became the scourge 
of all his subjects by his enormous exactions. 	He 
ordered a general inventory to be taken of the 
possessions of all the inhabitants of his dominions : 

,a nd this operation which cannot fail of being bur- 
densome  to the people, was executed with a most 
tyrannical rigour.  Every * acre ofland was mea- 
sured, says Lactantius, the trees and vines were 
counted, the cattle of every kind were reckon-2d, 
and the Dumber of persons in each district  was set 

a 	 down. ,' 

*  Agri glebat;in metiebantur, vites  &  arbores numerabantur. 
animalia mune. generis scribebantur, hominum, capita nota- 
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down. Every head of a family was obliged to ap-
pear with his children and slaves, and neither 
whips nor racks were spared in order to obtain 
true declarations. 	Tortures were inflicted upon 

slaves, to oblige them to impeach their mas-
upon wives, to force them to depose against 
husbands : and if these methods failed, the 
sors themselves were tormented, to extort 

them confessions contrary to their interests, 

11 

 ' dren, to make them speak against their fathers; 

often contrary to truth. 	Overcome by pain .  
anguish, they declared not what they really 
but what their tyrant wanted them to have. 

Ind infirmities were no excuse. 	The sick 
the maimed were registered and assessed. 

e age of every one was rated byihis looks : and 
that of children was increased, and the years of 

sold people diminished, in order to bring them 
within the limits of the tax. 	Sorrow, mourning, 
and bitter complaints reigned every where. After 
a  first enrolment, another officer came to  examine 
whether any thing had escaped the former ; and 
the list was then frequently swelled rit limit reason 
or foundation, merely that this new person might 
slot be thought useless. 	Even death did not set 
aside the grievous burden ; the next of kin be-
ing often obliged to p4 for deceased relations, 
Whom the collectors of the tax thought proper to 

set 

bantur 	 tutus quisqty cum liberis, cum st n i, aderykt 
tormentor ac verbera personabant : filii adversus parentes sus-
pendebantlir, fidelissimi quique scryi contra domino,  ‘exaban- 
tur, uxores adversus maritos. 	Si omnia defccerant, ipxi contra 
se tfyquebantur, & quum dolor vicerat, adscribehantur qus 
non habebantur. 	Nulla tetatis, (nulla) valettulinis ticusstio. 

s. Agri & debiles defercbantur : a•stimibantar a tates singulo-
tum ; parvnlis adjiciebantur.anni, senibus detvalleballtne, Law- 
tu & mcestitia plena omnia. 	Lauf. ..̀ 
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set down as living. 	Beggars  .11' indeed could not 
be rated, because they had nothing to pay with : 
but to get rid of the weight ' ortheir indigence, 
this inhuman prince ordered whole troops of them 
to be shipped'Off, and thrown into. the sea.- 

Prqjects - Some circumstances of what I have here copied 
which he froM Lactantius may, I believe; be exaggerated : 
revolved 
in his 
mind- 

but the principal part of it is true. • 	Galerius was 
greedy of money, and Wanted no small sums for 

Lartant. 
20.  the projects then revolving in his mind. 	He, 

aimed at no less than' making himself master oil 
the whole empire, by adding to the'three-fourths 
already under his command; that. which Constan-
tius had reserved for his -share. 'The accomplish-
ing of this was, . according to his plan, not to-be 
the work of any -  length- of time': for his 	col- 
league's health was such as rendered it improba- 
ble that he 'should liVe long. 	if death did not 	I 
take him off soon enough, Galerius had still the 
resource of war -  and arms -; and by joining Seve- 
lus's and Maximin's forces to his own, he made 
no doUbt of easily  mastering a rival Much weaker 
than himself. 	His design' went yet farther : for 
most men are fond of indulging their own chime- 
ras. 	After 'destroying Constantiug, he 'was to 
confer the title of' Angultus upon his old friend 
and counsellor Licinius; then to complete a reign 
of twenty years ; to celebrate that period with 
vast magnificence ; and finally to resign the so-
vereignty  upon making his natural soneandidia7  
nit', Ca'sar. 	Upon making this arrangement, the 
empire was to be •governed by four princes, en 
tirely devoted to him : the two Augusti, Lieinins 
and Severn:4, owed all their grandeur to him; ,the 

two 

menthe;  supererant soli a quibus nail' exigi posset, quos 
mb omni genere injurite tutos miseria & infelicitas fecerit. 	At- 
qui‘lionto impius misertus est illis, ut non egerent. 	Congre- 
gari jussit, & exportatos naviculis in mare mergi. 	Id. ibid. 
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two Cwsars, Maxirriian and Candidianus, were one 
of them his nephew, the other his son : and under 
their protection he promised himself a sweet and 
happy old age. 	Such were the schemes with 
which he delighted himself. 	But, says Lactan. 
tins, God, whom he had incensed, overthrew all 
this vain system. 

Galerius himself saw an obstacle in his way in  Constan- 
tine es- 

the person of Constantine,.who was neither of :lopes  from 
disposition nor an age to sutler himself easily torr„,T 
be deprived of his 	due. 	fl; is true 	he had thatfoin'ihi4 
young prince in his power. 	Constantine, kept  by Mei:  ill 
Diojesian as an hostage, remained at Nicomediabiaaw 
in the hands of Galerius, but not without tilling"- 
hith with perplexity and uneasiness. 	Ile had no 
right to require such  an hostage, from Constan-
tius, who was his colleague, and even his superior 
in point of precedence. ' To send him back to his 
father, who demanded him, would be counter-act- 
ing his own projects. 	The only remedy then was, 	• 
to get rid of him : but that he did not dare to do 
openly, because Constan tine  was  greatly  beloved  r ,aLrt. 
by the troops. 	Ile  laid snares fbr his valour ;  en...".  Phut 

it. claith gaging him to fight a Inrious lion, and exposing 
birn to the  greatest dangers in  the war he  was then 
engaged in  against  the Sarmatians. 	All was inef= 
fcctual; his wicked designs only covering him with 
shame. 	The hand ofGod protected Constantine, 
and reserved him for glorious deeds. 	At length 
Galerius, no longer able to resist so just a demand 
as 'that of Constantius, who, being extremely  ill, 	., 
and finding his end draw near, desired to see  his 
son before he.  died, pretended to acquiesce, and 
gave Constantine leave to go, with the necessary 
ol-ders for his being furnished with horses at the 
imperial post-houses. 	But a proof of  his bad de-
sign even in this, is that when lie gave him this 
order, which was towards evening, he command- 
ed him to stay until the next mornino• to receive ?.- 

hi 
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his final instructions. .:Constantine suspected him: 
and fearing that his design was either still to de-
tain him at Nicomedia under some pretence or 
other, or to have time to send to Severus, through 
whose territories he .wat probably directed to passe  
orders to stop him upon the road ; he .set out that . 

z,,. 
, i 	Vice 

t. ii. 
Epit. 

very night, and took the. prudent precaution . 
hamstringing or killing the horses at every po 
after he had done with . them, to prevent his 

1,  
, 

ant. ing pursued. 
• The vent justified his fears. 	Galerius, p 
posely, lay in bed until noon; when, rising, ley 
was greatly surprised' at not seeing Constantin 
and still more so when he learned that he w 
gone: upon which he immediately ordered meg 
sengers to go-after him. 	They, as readily, pre- 
pared to obey him : but the post-horses being in-
capable of service, all hopes of overtaking the fugi-
tive prince vanished, and Galerius could only 
vent his wrath in vain complaints and menaces. 

Constar -  Constantine arrived safe at his journey's end, 
this dies at and rejoined his father, who did not live long af,  
York. 
Eu men. Pa- ter. • Constantius was then preparing to pass over • 

from Gaul into Britain, to make war upon the 
erlan'' Picts, a northern people, whose name appears 
Anus.  Am- here for the first time in history, but who may be 
nriano 

, 	 junet 
ru

us. the same that the emperor Severus warred against 
an hundred years befbre; and who, Hcrodian says, 
Used to trace upon their bodies figures of animals 
with the point of a knife, and then paint them : 
from whence, perhaps, arose the name of Picti or 

e„4,,p, painted, which the Romans gave them. 	Constan- 
l'illen,  tine embarked at Boulogne with his flither, and 

followed him to the war against the Picts; on his 
return from which Constantius, having conquerell 

• the enemy, died in his son's arms at York on the 
25th of July in the same year, which was the 

A •  Tt' 1°67.  306th of Christ. 
ie 
v0

r 
 ; 

a p- 
c 021. 

This prince on his death-bed, settled his inheri-
tance in a manner worthy of the wisdom he had 

i1,11A ill'2 ' 	shewn 
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shewn during the whole course of his life and hi,s,,te 
reign. 	His tinnily was numerous. 	Constantine 0.7-  
was his son by his first wife, Helena. 	By 	' ill en. con:t.  ei  r

. 
 I. 

dora, whop) he married, as !said betbre, when he 	' 	, 
was made Caesar, he bad three sons and three 
daughters. 	The sons were called Dalmatins, Ju-
liusConstantins,and Annibalianus; the daughters, 
Constantia, Anastasia, and Et utropia. 	If Constan- 
this had divided his dominions among so great a 
number of children, he would have expcyted them 
all to certain ruin, as they would then have be- 
come an easy prey to the greedy Galerius. 	He 
therefore appointed for his sole heir in the sove-E"'rk ,' 
reign power, Constantine, who being then thirty. 2

0; net.l. 
.11s  ,1_,rt

h
rtant. two years of age, and having given proofs of 1 

valour and of every excellent quality, was able to Jz „fi„, 
govern and defend, if it should be necessary, his I. PAS. 
paternal inheritance, and thereby to succour and lir 
support 	his brothers and sisters. 	Ile declared 
him his successor,recommended him tothe troop 
and ordered his other children to rest satisfied wi 
a private station. 

The will of the dying emperor was a law to his ni  
family and army. 	'As soon as he was dead, the pr 
soldiers prcpared.to 	execute 	his 	last orders, bye,°,,,",-4  
raisin& 	Constantine 	to 	the 	empire. 	This 	lastoistus. 
madet'ditliculties, and either desired, or pretended  114 
to desire them to stay for Galerius's consent. 	I Ice, 
even tried to fly from them, it' we believe the tes- /;"!:i 
timony of a panegyrist. 	But certainly ho was glad la. 
to be stopped ; and the troops having proclaimed; 
him Augustus, he celebrated in that quality hisi.,;140. 
father's funeral. 	 2t, 	25. 

The usual honours were paid to the deceased 
prince with pomp and magnificence, and he wa 
ranked among the gods. 

All the writers, Christian and Pagan, who sped 
of Constantius, have compared his fate with that 
the other princes, his co.te mporaries, and observe 

then' ,,. 
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, 
.. 	,, 
the astonishing difference between them. 	Con- 
stantius, after reigning with glory dicdpeaceably 
in the midst of a flourishing family, and left his 

. 	' empire to his son : whereas all the others either 
met with untimely ends, or expired in great pain, 
without transmitting their grandeur to their heirs. 
The cause of this difference .of fortune is found 
in their difference of,conduct : a subject whicli, 
in my opinion, no one has treated better than 
Lihanius, whose words I therefore, beg leave to 
transcribe. 	 .. • 

* The other princes who reigned with Constan-
tius, says that rhetorician, looking upon the oliti-
lenc-e of their subjects with an envious eye, ttu-
died to draw the whole wealth of their domiiiiml.; 
into their own treasuries, and never thought them-
selves so happy as wheir their coffers were too 
shallow to contain the immense sums they strove 
to pile up in them. 	By this means the people 
languished in indigence and tears, and the heaps 
of gold remained useless and buried in the hands 
of their sovereigns. 	But the excellent prince of 
whom I speak, thought the hearts of his subjects 
his surest treasures : and if, aeany time, he want- 

' cd money; he had only to let their' know it : riches 
immediately poured in upon him like a copious 
stream, every one endeavouring Co be foremost 

to 

* o; ,:i, ii?d,..-0., 0; X272  6:7,oi LracliWi; 	,IA C4'.*),  ar;Tray la-  mit- 
MVO/ 10 Tf  ; ; L Fr  T,Xele;  it 1/;q).5016:5 NAM',  f114/01,  Tay  i141611,1,  iVX-0(11‘5 	ii; 
T[70 13010-1A64/.. -47iCag 12344407/14;  teC1,11;11c,  ficitaX0/C0711, ea)t4;104 	1149,7- 
ratCkfc. Y 	TV0E.Ziti  l'ilt; ',GUI acalef..51;70g  0 aoix

c
val  It.;  Irtric4 ally.:nv, 	sot; 

ag AC4'013741,  itt01141'01,  17779X1 1ir  =A1.01.61. 0 N 	XXV= 	04,45-05 6E00; . • • • 
TIX(4111IX ffi ,  riroaxii Tay  TC:ir XrX7i7K%PCJI OiX1X;  it6IZIG1t. 	1;0CIItii  ..itie at  E7 
XtaXi014 crek9inai• xxeiceAa,sc:xrtlecnts  as Lway73cirtivIcoci7xU,;4,,el'",Cta,  
Ti., ze-rar xxi  /1(Te0M:0 it M71120i1t01 pica, ;;ArT111  MAW, 'fag 	7,6)ta5.  
;MN T67  (-tit f-X7VGir TO 	:X0*/{,C.001,  2:7C044f4P, Z; ;f c;ncrxn 	ruglogrogs  71;70  
iSX t...g:r;; 	tirreert;cir  zcipyci• ye;  ,yr Z CT Of CL al.!' 	•1' .;-/ •rek;:tr XParai.1.11110c, 	N
TetVT07 T01; CiAXei; i'Ti i:1"4 :e0, scrE 	ibr,i4r.o-fr. 	Liban. 	Or. III. p. 104. 
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to supply the public and private necessities. For 
when' things are free and voluntary, emulation 
reigns ;_ but if they are forced, there is no longer 
any ardour to obey. Constantius, who acted upon 
principles so different from those of the other 
princes, had also a different fate. 	l le never tri- 
umphed over the miseries of his subjects in order 
to indulge himself for a few years ; nor did he 
perish by the snares of those in whom he trust' 
ed. 	Whilst he lived, the affection of his people 
was his sure safeguard ; and when he died, he 
left his power and grandeur to his son. 

i:ND  01 THE NINTH V.,LUM.E. 
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