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ANM)UNCERs Uncle Sam® s Forest Rangers!

MUSIC? Them©

ANKOUNCSRj Our National Forests these days are contributing to nation^j

needs as never before » Timber cut in the National Forests durS.n^;,

the past fiscal year established an all-time high® The total ou

was over S-1/3 billion board feet, seven percent more than the

previous year and 33 percent above 1939c In some National

Forests more timber was out than the planned cutting budget

called foTo This was done to keep the local sawraille rutinlng

full time and the necessary timber rolling to \mrc In no case,

however, have future forest values been sacrificedo Th©

Forest Rangers know that all the timber that*s needed for the

war can be produced without,.dMtmYln^-Jiie_jgapaci^^

forest lands to produce more tlmber c

Now to the Pine Cone National Forest where we find Ranger

Jim Robbins and his assistant Jerry Quick in the pick-up truck

on their way into the forest to inspect a timber sale area

recently opened to logglngo Here they ares

FADE IN SOUND OF MOTOR, SUSTAIN

JERRY? Well, it's like I told you, Jlm« I found four tr^es out

down that weren’t marked for cut tinge

JIM? Go on, Jerry o I want to get all the facts straight

o
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JERRY; Well, I called Nelson's woods Tjoss over and laid down the

law, that's alio It made me made seeing those nice j^oung

trees lying down there on the ground

o

JIM; Yea, I can understand that, Jerry. But just how did you go

about laying down the law, ae you put it?

JERRY; Aw, Jim, I didn't go overboard. I didn't show I was really

sore or bawl him out, if that's i^iSiat you think. I just told

him to cut only the marked trees, see?

JIM; Okay, Jerry. After all Nelson is new here. This is his

first national-forest operation, and that goes for Kelly,

his woods boss, and most of the loggers, too.

JERRY; I know that, Jim, but still that's no excuse for violating

our cutting rules®

JIM; No, that's no excuse. But we've got to remember this Is a

green outfit and that mistakes can happen® It'd been better

of course if you'd told Mr® Nelson himself about it®

JERRY; I gave Kelly a note to take to Mr. Kelson, explaining the

Tirfnole thing and pointing out that if It happened again we'd

have to charge him double stumpage for any unmarked timber

they cut down.

JIM; That's good®®.Well, we're about there, Jerry. We'll find out

if your last inspection had any effect®

JERRY; There's one thing I oughta tell you, Jim®

JIM; Yeah?
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JERRX; This fellow, Kelly o He didn’t say anything when I ehov/ed

him those treesso No excuse, no reason for cuttin ^em,

or anything* When I gave him that note for Mr* Nelson

He just grinned, that’s all.

JIM: H-ra-m, that's interesting. (FADE) Very interesting.

PAUSE

FADE IN SOUND OF CUTTING AND SAWim, OFF, BHI MG ON GRADUALLY, SUSTAIN
INTEmTTENTLY

JIM: This area doesn’t look bad, Jerry, not bad at all. Stumps

cut low, see? And they’re doing a good fire protection job,

pulling the tops away from the standing trees. I guess maybe

your inspection did help at that.

JERRY: I wonder. VJe haven’t found any more unmarked trees down so

far this trip. But the way Kelly acted, Jim... I wonder ...

JIM: Of course we haven't been over the wliole operation yet...

There’s our man over there, isn’t it? Isn't that Kelly,

the woods boss?

JERRY: Yes, that's him.

JIM: Hello there, Kelly I

KELLY: (COMING ON) Howdy, Hanger. Hello, Mr. Quick.

JERRY: Hello, Mr. Kelly ....* Souse me, Jim. I want to take a look at

that tree those men are cutting, (GOI^G OFF) up ahead there.

KELLY: (PLEASANTLY) Nosiest young fella I’ve every seen, that

assistant of yours, Ranger.
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Page 5

JIMS (CHUCKLES) Maybe 80 ,
Kelly* At leaat He*s conscientious *

Jerry takes his work pretty seriously, Just like we all

ought to, I imagine.

KELLY; Maybe so. But this is the first time in all ray years of

logging that I®ve had anybody come out in the woods and look

at every tree my men cut down, every single tree*

JIMS Well, in our National Forests, Kelly, every single tree, a®

you put it, has a definite value, you see. It has a part in

our whole scheme of producing timber for the public goodo

It *6 the Ranger's job tn see to it that each tree la given

the chance to play that full part, and that’s why we check

80 closely.

KELLY; But this is war, man

I

JIM? Yes, I know, Kelly, and all the more reason, I think, for us

to be especially conscientious in handling our forests.

Besides. » .

.

VOICE: (OFF) Timber-r-r-ri

SOUND OF TRETi CRASHING TO GROUIID, SLIGHTLY OFF

JERRY? (off) Iffey, JlmcCome -.Kver here.

KELLY? I figured he’d find it.

JIM? Find what?

KELLY? That tree the boys just cut dc^m. It wasn’t marked.

Oh? You eav; it wasn’t marked and yet you told the men to

cut it?

JIM?
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KELLY? Yee, that* 8 right, Rangero You see, Mr* Nelson and me, we

klnda look at this timber bueinese a little different than

you fellas do, with the war on and alio

JIM? Sb I gather* Where can I get In touch with Mr* Nelson?

KELLY: He*s due out here in the woods today. Oughta be here pretty

8oon»

JERRY? (OK) Look, Jim, It's another deliberate violation of the

cutting agreement

o

JIM? I know, Jerry. But there’s more to It than that, I think

0 ..,. Kelly, this business of cutting unmarked timber has

got to stop* I®d appreciate it if you told your men that,

pronto o

KELLY? Sorry, Ranger. I work for Kr. Nelson. I gotta follow his

orders.

JIM?: I see. And I take It his orders are to cut trees that

aren't marked, huh?

KELLY? Not all of 'em. Only those that I think will make good

lumber.

JERRY: Well, of all the crazy.. «Jlm are you going to o...

JIM? Hold it, Jerry. . .Kelly, you're not very flattering. I

reckon you knov; that. We marked this area mighty

carefully.

KELLY? I don't mean no disrespect, Ranger. But I gotta follow

Mr. Nelson's orders, don't I?
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See, Jim? It’s like ^ said* Talk Isn't going to get us

anjrwheree I*m for less talk and more action*

You better take It up with Mr* Nelson then* That's him

coming over this way now<,

Good I

(COMING ON) C-ood morning, gentlemen*

Howdy*

Mr. Nelson, what about these unmarked trees your men are

cutting? Mr. Kelly says that you....

That I gave him the go-ahead, huh? Yes, that's right.

But let's hold off on that a minute. .. .Tom, coming in

this morning I noticed several tops that need going over.

There's still a lot of good wood in those tops that can

be used. Check it, will you? We can't afford to waste

wood these days* I i^ant the men to cut as far into

the tops as they can go.

(UNDER HIS BREATH) Well, I»ll be jiggered.

Okay, Mr. Nelson. I'll tend to that right away.

I'd appreciate it if you had Kelly tend to the cutting of

only marked trees, too. Nelson.

(HESITANTLY) Well. ..all right. I guess we'll have a show^

down on that pretty quick, but for the time being, at least,

I guess you can tell the men to stick to the marked trees, Kelly-

Yes, sir. (GOim OFF) See you all later.
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Page 8

SLIGHT PAUSE

KELSON; Well, Ranger?

JIM; Nelson, I don’t mind telling you this Is about the queerest

set-up I*ve ever run into In all ray years of timber sale

work in the National Forests*

KELSON: How so, Robbins?

JIM: For a brand-new outfit, so far’ a national forest logging is

concerned, you're doing a bang-up job*

I®LSON: H-m-m, I wasn't expecting compliments, exactly*

JIM; I®rn serious, Nelson. You've got your men cutting the trees

as close to the ground as any forester could ask for.

NELSON: Sure. We don't want to waste any more wood in stumps than

we have to.

JIM; Yes, sir. And your men are doing a swell job reducing the

fire hazard by knocking the tops down to the ground, and

pulling 'em away from the standing timber.

JERHY: Av;, Jim, what's that got to do with this sort of violation

here?

JIM; Walt a minute, Jerry. .. .Then, Nelson, this last thing.

Telling Kelly to get on the men about wasting timber in the

tops. That's nice going.

NELSON; I see. And in view of all these things you're wondering

why in Heaven's name I should give orders to cut some of

the unmarked trees. Is that it?
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JIMS

NELSON:

JERRY:

NELSON;

JIMS

I®LSON:

JIM:

NELSON:

JIMS

Yes, that’s It. From the very first this hasn’t been any

mlstsie on the part of men new to our cutting regulations.

It’s been a deliberate violation of the timber sale

agreement that you and I went over very carefully and that

you signed.

That’s righto I remember something in that agreement, though

about having to pay a double stumpage fee on any unmarked

trees cuto I’m willing to pay that double eturapage, Robbins^

Sure, lumber prices are good nowadays.

That's not the point, Mr. Quick.

No, I can see that, Nelson. Do you mind telling us Just

vjhat XSl reason for your going ahead like this in

violation of the contract?

(GRIMLY) Yes, I’ll tell you, even though it may sound crazy

as a March hare to both of you....I’ve got two boys In this

war, Robbins.

I thought it was something like that.

I was glad to get into this national-forest timber. It

save me from having to close down laecause of lack of timber

where I'd been operating before. More than that, it gave me

the best chance I know to help my boys. Does that make

sense?

Yes, it does. VJe need timber to back up our boys, all right.
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MELSONj

JIM:

I^LSONs

JIMS

NELSONS

JIMS s

JERRY

s

I like to think, Robhlns, that every tree I cut In here,

every log I send out of these woods, will help make this

war shorter; that it will speed the return of my two sona

hack homee That may sould kind of idealistic, I know,

but it®

6

the way I feelo

I fleeo I appreciate your sincerity, Nelsono It®s easy to

understand novj why you saw fit to take your own judgment agalns

mine In cutting trees that weren‘t marked for cutting * You

felt that because there was some good timber in these young,

thrifty trees there was no reason why they shouldn’t go

along to back up your boys, huh?

Yes... that’s true®

Nelson, you’ve been frank with uSc Nov; I’d like you to

listen to mso... carefully, if you will*

Go ahead, siro

There isn’t a man saong Uncle Sam’s Forest Rangers who

wouldn’t be willing to see every stick of timber In this

country cut down if It was absolutely needed to win this

waPo

That’s right, Mr« Nelsono But that sort of cutting isn’t

necessary

o

I
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1

V

JIMj Ito, It l8n*to We’ve got enough of the bigger, aature

timber to do the Job without sacrificing our young growing

stock. And 80 we keep on marking timber, ue fellowe in the

Forest Service, so that the public forests will keep on

growing more timber. We're looking beyond this war,

Nelson. These few trees your men have taken out before their

time, they were an important part of what must be the next

cutting in hs're. They weren’t ready to go to this war yety

Just as your sons wouldn’t have been ready five, ten years

13 ago.

11 NELSONS I hadn’t thought about it ^ite Ilk© that, Ranger.

in JIMJ You mentioned your boys coming back here after the war.

O Unless I’m badly mistaken you’ve had hopes they’d follow

in your footsteps in this business of yours you seem to

i^j honestly like so well.

NELSON: And there’s got to be timber for them to work with? That

IT what you’re getting at?

16 JIM: Yes, the war Job doesn’t call for it, and we don’t Intend

19 therefore, to abuse the forests In our charge.

20 NELSON: You’re a good man, RobblnSeo.

21 KELLY: (OFF) Hey, Mr. Nelson...

NELSON: Yes, Tom? What Is it?

« 4
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KELLY; (COMIi^JO OK) We’re clearing up those tope you found,

Mr, Nelson, And we came on a couple more dandy, sound

trees back down the line aways. They’re not marked, but

JIM;

they’re high-grade; maybe not as old as some we're

cutting, but,....

It’s possible Jerry and I might have missed a few trees

NELSON;

that could be cut. We'll look at ’em if vou like. Nelson,

No, I don't think you missed marking a single tree in

this vjhole area that's ready for cutting right now,

Robbins, ,Tora, tell the men they're to lay off every

tree that doesn’t have Uncle Sam's mark on it.

KELLY; But you told me,.o

r^ELSON; Those are the orders from now on, Tom. We'll do share

if we stick to the marked timber, . . More than that, Tom,

I'm klnda looking fom^ard to the next time we log this

part of the Pine Cone National Forest,..,

Because next time. I'm thinking, my two boys will be here

doing the Job with us., logging some of these trees we leave

to grow now, «

,

MUSICAL FINALE

AN^30UNCER^ Uncle Sam’s Forest Rangers comes to you each week during th

National Farm and Home Hour as a network presentation with thc;

co-operation of the Forest Service, United States Department

of Agriculture,

rr/llsOO AM/
10-19-4S
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