DECLASSIFIED
s it S e ST = ‘ T

B L] o
-~ -
- s

B)

HEADQUARTERS
Marine Aircraft Group 36
lst Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPac
FPO San Francisco 96601

30:LPE:ran
13 Januzgy 1966
I ap— - 003A0L1
o —= _ Copy of _4 Copies
. .
From: Commanding Officer
To: Commznding General, lst Marine Aircraft Wing (Attn:

ACofS, G-3)
Subj: Command Chronology (W)
Ref:  (a) Wing Order 3750,1B

Encl: g?i) Part One - Organizational Data

v(?) Part Two - Narrative Summary
3) Part Three - Significant Events
v(‘) Part Four - Supporting Documents

l, In accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1) thru (4)
are submitted for the month of December 1965,

7WIZLLIAM a. JOH@;KW\
Copliles to: '

CG, 1stMAW (Copy 1 of 6 plus enclosures)
CG, 1stMAW (Copies 2 thru 5 of 6 less enclosure (4))
File (Copy 6 less enclosure (4))

R,

NOYHD AW

Tot MAW Saz. o.| Copy No. |

98304 | /|

T ACETTI

P TRRETANR A AR RRVAL L

g i:';m_ @w&mmm AFTER 12 YoaRy *{ E‘

[ i35%... DD DR GAOIE  -wr | S

AT T ‘-‘-““xmﬂx T A T A o TG’;
{l\

DECLASSIFIED \




DECLASSIFIED

o T A - - e —— -— - - - — — ——

Ep oo - '
s
& ’ .
:
3

30:LPE: ran
003401366

PART I
1. Organizational Data - Period 1 to 31 December 1965

a, Commanding Officer and Staff of MAG-36:

co JOHNSON, William G. COL
X0 ARMAGOST, Williasm I. LTCOL
ADJ  AMBROSE, Raymond H. 2NDLT
S-1 TOUCHTON, Elbert R. . MAJOR
S-2 "SCHULER, John L. CAPT
S-3 COSTELLO, Keith W. LTCOL
S-4 SOMERVILLE, Daniel A. LTCOL
Chaplain HOWARD, Marvin LCDR
Flt Surgeon SCHENK, Thomas LT (USN)
MTO MOFFETT, Forrest L. CAPT
ENB EVANS, Kenneth B. ‘ CAPT
ORD PARKER, George R. CWo-2
MAI NT GARDINER, Joseph C. Jr, MAJOR
LEGAL TROYER, Paul D. 1STLT
COMM MEEKS, Clarence I, CAPT
CIVIL AFFAIRS TOUCHTON, Elbert R, MAJOR
AVN SAFETY GOODSELL, William MAJOR
NATOPS VOBORA, George MAJOR
SECURITY jESSEN; Thomas F. CAPT
GROUND SAFETY ETCHEVERRY, Louis P, CAPT
R 1 Enclosure (1)
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b. Commanders and Staff of attached units:
H&MS~36
CO MOONEY, Thomas G, LTCOL
X0 NAVORSKA, Donald R, MAJOR
ADMIN CUTCOMB, David H. CAPT
MABS-36
Co KENNEDY, Jack A. MAJOR
X0 MICHEELS, H. M. MAJOR
ADMIN EGAN, James 1STLT
HMM-362
co ALDWORTH, James LTCOL
X0 DUVALL, Robert L. MAJOR
- OPS SMITH, William W, MAJOR
HMM- 364
co LUCAS, William R. ' LTCOL
X0 HATCH, Robert D. MAJOR
OPS NEEDHAM, Michell, J. MAJOR
VMO-S
Co ZITNIK, Robert J. LTCOL
X0 PRESSON, Robert E. , MAJOR
OPS PURCELL, Robert D. MAJOR
2 Enclosure (1)
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2, Task Organization and Unit Location:
Unit Designation Location Date
H&MS-36 KY HA 1-31 bec 65
MABS-36 KY HA 1-31 bec 65
AMM-261 S.L.F. aboard U.S.S. 1-31 Dec 65
Valley Forge
HMM- 362 KY HA 1-31 Dec 65
HMM-363 QJ I NHON 1-31 Dec 65
HMM- 364 KY HA 1-31 Dec 65
VMO-6 KY HA 1-31 Dec 65
3. Average monthly strength: December 1965
Unit Mar,., Off. Mar. Enl. Navy Off, Navy Enl,
H&MS-36 34 307
MAB S~36 15 335 4 27
HMM~362 53 167 1
HMM-~ 364 54 149 . 1
VMO-6 26 149

Average monthly strength of MAG-36 was 1322 officers and men,
L, Important vigitors to the command:
1 December -~ Admiral SHARPE and party.
7 December - LtGen KRULAK and party.
20 December - Congressman BEZNIK and BGen PLATT.
23 December - RAdm KELLY and party.
25 December - BGen PLATT and Francis Cardinal SPELLMAN.

26 December - Congressman MCGRATH,
3 Enclosure (1)
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PART II
1, Narrative Summary:

The construction of the camp was of significance in that
with the good weather experienced during the month of December
ten new tin-roofed structures were added and the finishing
touches of bracing were added to all of the structures in
the camp,

The requirement for M-2 Matting by MAG-12 necessitated
the removal of 250 feet of this matting from the South Mat
and replacing it with M-9 Matting, This was accomplished
in six days and flight operations continued throughout the
construction period,

On Christmas Day, 25 December it is of special note to
mention that the day'!s highlight was the superlative dinner
provided by the Mess Hall,

The war continued to take its toll during the month of
December resulting in 5 KIA and 4 WIA, Despite this and the
loneliness of Christmas separated from families the spirit
and morale of all continued and a "can do" attitude prevails.

A
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PART III
1., Significant Events:

1 Dec: Captain W. L. WATERS of HMM-362 returned with his
flight of two UH-34D helicopters after completing a
night med evac to carry an Army Special Forces
sergeant to the QUI NHON Hospital, The Sergeant had
been wounded in the left eye by shrapnel, and the '
night flight was made with the hope of saving his sight.

Two HMM-364 aircraft and flight crews were maintained
on a Condition 3 Med Evac Standby from 0530 to 1400,
This flight was scrambled to search for a swimmer from
the 4th Marines who was reported lost in the surf,

The search produced negative results.

Five HMM-364 aircraft, each on seperate flights, es-
corted VMO-6 aircraft on aerial reconnalssance flights
of the TAOR in support of the 4th Marines,

Ten HMM-364 aircraft supported the 7th Marines on a
Strike/Troop 1ift from KY HA to coordinates BT 658011;
from BT 966020 to BT 664045; and from BT 565041 to

BT 664045, Enemy small arms fire was encountered in
the landing zones located at coordinates BT 664045 and
BT 658011 and one aircraft received a hit in the latter
zone, Return fire accounted for one VC KBA,

Two HMM-364 aircraft supported ARVN forées by carrying
two ARVN WIA from "B" Med to the ARVN hospital at DANANG.

Ten HMM-~364 aircraft supported the 7th Marines on a
troop retraction from coordinates BT 658011 to LZ
PANTHER (BT 553018) and from BT 664045 to LZ JAGUAR
(BT 566021),

VMO-6 continued operating from KY HA Airfield with the
same staff officers as the previous month with one
exception, Lieutenant D, J. OVERIFELD was assigned the
billet of Administration Officer, replacing Lieutenant
G. D. MANN who was killed in action of 23 November., At
0915, Captain PETTIGREW launched in the "Hollerin Huey"
to sweep the missile range seaward out to 22 miles,
Colonel LUPTON flew as Co-Pilot and Vietnamese Sergeant
SE did the broadcasting over the loud speaker system,
This was the first time VMO-6 used this system.
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A flight of VMO-6 Hueys led by Major HARKEY provided
transportation for Admiral SHARPE and party for a
tour of the CHU LAI Enclave.

2 Dec: Six HMM-364 aircraft and flight crews were maintalined
on a Condition 3 Standby from 0700 to 1800 and on a
Condition 4 Standby from 1800 to 030700 Dec, Two of
the Condition 3 Standby aircraft were scrambled to
support ARVN forces on a Med Evac flight carrying
eight ARVN KIA and two WIA from coordinates BS 386654
to the ARVN Hospital at QUANG NGAI. The flight was
again utilized on gnother Med Evac mission to carry
seven ARVN WIA and one KIA from coordinates BS 766831
to the ARVN Hospital at QUANG NGAI.

Two HMM-364 aircraft in support of the 4th Marines
made an aerial reconnaissance flight of the area 1in
the vicinity of coordinates BT 410110,

Five HMM-364 aircraft, each on seperate flights, es-
corted VMO-6 aircraft on aerial reconnaissance flights
of ‘the TAOR in support of the 4th Marines.

At 1310 the VMO-6 Med Evac crew led by Ma jor PURCELL

wags scrambled on an unusual evacuation mission., A
Marine suffering from a suspected heart attack was deep
in the mountain jungles west of CHU LAI., While hovering
over the trees with his rotor blades in the clouds, '
Ma jor PURCELL lowered HM3 KNOWLES to the ground with

the rescue holst. KNOWLES rendered medical assistance
and prépared the patient for his hoist 1ift to safety
and medical aid, Within 25 minutes the flight was
inbound to "B" led.

3 Dec: Ma jor R. L. DUVALL OF HMM-362 led a flight of 10 UH-34D's
to resupply HIEP DUC with nearly 9000 pounds of cargo
and 13 passengers.,

Ten HMM-364 aircraft supported ARVN forces on a resupply
mission from QUANG NGAI to NUI DAU (BS 874325), Two

of the aircraft in the flight were utilized to carry

12 VC prisoners from BINH SON (BS 605918) to QJANG NGAI.
After completing the resupply mission, the flight

returned to KY HA. Eight of the aircraft were immed-

iately launched on a non-scheduled ARVN resupply mission

from QUANG TIN (BT 292229) to HIEP DUC (AT 916246),

One of the ailrcraft was hit by what was believed to be

+ 50 caliber automatic weapons fire from coordinates BT 032?.'
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The aircraft caught fire, went out of control and
exploded on impact with the ground. In addition to

the four crewmembers, there were nine ARVN troops
aboard the aircraft. There were no survivors, Nelther
the bodles or the aircraft were recovered,

Five HMM-364 alrcraft, each on seperate flights, escorted
VMO-6 aircraft on aerial reconnaissance flights of
the TAOR in support of the 4th Marines.

4 Dec: Six HMM-364 aircraft and flight crews were maintained
on a Condition 3 Standby from 0700 to 1800 and on a
Condition 4 Standby from 1800 to 050700 Dec, The
Condition 3 Standby flight and two additional aircraft
were scrambled to support ARVN forces on an emergency
resupply mission from QUANG NGAI to DUC PHO (BS 845395)
and a priority Troop Lift from QUANG NGAI to DUC PHO,
Small arms fire was encountered by the flight at coord-
inates BS 855355 and one aircraft received a hit., One
of the escort aircraft, UH-1lE damaged its tail rotor
while attempting to pick up a wounded Australian Special
Forces Advisor at coordinates BS 789419, The pilot of
the lead aircraft was notified of the mishap and immed-
lately flew into the zone, planning his approach to
avolid small arms fire which was being received from
coordinates BS 778424, The lead aircraft landed, picked
up the UH-1E crew, the wounded Army advisor, another
Army advisor, two ARVN troops and the machine guns from
the downed aircraft. The uniijured advisor and the ARVN
troops were brought to GJANG NGAI, the wounded advisor
to "B" Med and the UH-1E crew was returned to KY HA,

Four HMM-364 aircraft supported the 4th Marines on a
troop 1ift from QUANG NGAI to coordinates BT 565042,

Five HMM~364 aircraft, each on seperate flights, es-
corted VMO-6 aircraft on aerial reconnaissance flights
of the TAOR in support of the 4th Marines,

At 1235 two VMO-6 Hueys escorted a flight of UH-34D's

on an ARVN lift from QUANG NGAI to AN THO 36 miles south

of CHU LAI, On the second flight into the LZ the flight
encountered heavy enemy fire and one of the Hueys was

hit with negligible skin damage resulting. The flight

led by Ma jor PURCELL took the enemy position under fire,

On the tnird trip into the LZ the Klondike flight was
requested to pick up a wounded Army advisor who had been -
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laying in a ditch since the preceding day. The first
approach into the zone was waved off due to enemy
automatic weapons fire, but on the seoond pass the

plane landed, Under heavy enemy fire, Captain PETTIGREW
the Co-Pilot made his way to the casualty, carried him
back to the plane and administered medical aid to him
throughout the trip to "B" Med.

At 1700 two VMO-6 Hueys were scrambled on a false
report of a downed helo., After becoming airborne,

the flight was diverted to the AN THO area to pick

up another wounded Army advisor., Upon landing in the
zone the aircraft piloted by Ma jor HARKEY and Co-Piloted
by Colonel JOHNSON (CO MAG-36) was mobbed by PF and
ARVN soldiers hysterically trying to evacuate the area,
The pilot attempted to take off but the plane was to
overloaded with men hanging onto the skids, and it
settled to the ground with the tail rotor contacting

a tree and disengaging from the aircraft. The plane
became uncontrollable and violently contacted the '
ground, The crew was unharmed, After removing all
weapons from the aircraft they made thelr way to a
White Gold UH-34D piloted by Captain GLEASON, and under
heavy enemy fire which had existed throughout the event,
took off safely. During this time Ma jor PURCELL's
flight joined Ma jor HARKEY's escort, Captain SHIELDS,
and provided cover for the downed bird, returning and
suppressing fire around and in the village of MY THUAN.
The gunships left 10 buildings burning and destroyed.

5 Dec: A flight of HMM-362 aircraft spent the day attempting
to place a security force around the crashed UH-1E
which Colonel JOHNSON had been piloting when it went
down the previous day. The Marine security force was
finally landed at dusk, '

Seven HMM-364 aircraft lifted a 7th Marine reaction
force to coordinates BS 789419 to set up a perimeter
defense around the UH-1E which was disabled on 4 Dec.,
The flight encountered small arms fire at coordinates
BS 792419 and one of the aircraft received a hit,

Two HMM-364 aircraft in support of the 4th Marines,
made an aerial reconnaissance flight of the area between
coordinates BT 6403 and BS 5803,
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6 Dec: Ten HMM-364 aircraft 1ifted ARVN troops from coordinates
BS 760430 to BS 785428 (the vicinity of the UH-1E which
was disabled on 4 Dec,). The same flight retracted
the 7th Marines reaction force which was inserted in
the area on 5 Dec and returned them to coordinates
BT 537075.

One HMM-364 aircraft and crew were maintained on a Condition
3 Standby to serve as an escort for VMO-6 Med Evac Standby
aircraft, The aircraft and crew were scrambled for two

Med Evac flights., One from BINH SON (BS 605918) to the
ARVN Hospital at QUANG NGAI; and another from coordinates

BS 577944 to "B" Med.

Two aircraft of HMM-364 in support of the 7th Marines
made a reconnaissance insertion from coordinates BT
536023 to BS 3388, The same aircraft later in the day
retracted the reconnaissance force and returned 1t to
coordinates BT 536023,

Two HMM-364 aircraft on a Med Evac mission in support
of "B" Med, carried eight U. S. Military WIA from "B"
Med to the 8th Aerial Port at DANANG.

Two HMM-364 aircraft on a routine resupply mission in
support of the 7th Marines encountered small arms fire
from coordinates BT 536938, Not a hit was received,

Two HMM-364 aircraft in support of the 4th Marines
carried a Vietnamese civilian KIA from coordinates
BT 6504 to "B" Med.

At 0314 the VMO-6 Med Evac crew launched to DONG QUONG,
38 miles south of CHU LAI., The flight was led by Captain
PERRYMAN and Lt OVERFIELD, and chased by Captain WRIGHT
and Lt BRACHA, Heavy .30 and ,50 caliber machine gun,

as well as small arms fire was received throughout the
area., However, Captain PERRYMAN succeeded in evacuating
four U, S. WIA's., Captain WRIGHT's aircraft took one

«50 caliber hit with minor damage resulting.

7 Dec: Major J. W. PERSONS of HMM-362 led a flight of seven
UH-34D's from QUANG TIN to HIEP DUC, carrying 24,250
pounds of cargo and 115 passengers.

Six HMM-364 aircraft supported ARVN forces on a resupply
mission from DANANG to QUE SON (BT 045350).
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Six HMM-364 aircraft supported ARVN forces on a troop
1ift/resupply mission from QUANG NGAI to NUI DOU (BS 874325).

*~

DECLASSIFIED

Five HMM-364 alircratft, each on seperate flights, escorted
VMO-6 aircraft on aerisl reconnaissance flights of the
TAOR in support of the 4th Marines,

A VMO~-6 Huey was climbing out from a low pass after
investigating a new trench on an island 5 miles north
of KY HA; Lt AVILLO, the AO was shot in the leg,

LtCol ZITNIK, CO, VMO-6 led a flight of three Hueys
conducting a tour of the CHU LAI Enclave for LtGen
KRULAK and his party,

8 Dec: Six HMM-364 aircraft and flight crews were maintained
' on a Condition 3 Standby from 0700 to 1800 and on a

Condition 4 Standby from 1800 to 090700 Dec. The
Condition 3 Standby was scrambled for an emergency
troop 1ift of a 7th Marine force located at QUANG TIN
(BT 292229)., This emergency lift was to have been,
in effect, an unscheduled preliminary to Operation
"Harvest Moon",., - Upon arrival at QUANG TIN, the six
aircraft were shut down in anticipation of a briefing
by someone in command, After a three hour delay,
HMM-362 and MAG-16 arrived at QUANG TIN. Later a U,S.A
Colonel arrived who assumed command of all the MAG-16
and MAG-36 aircraft at QUANG TIN and led them as a
flight on an ARVN troop 1ift from QUANG TIN to coord-
inates BT 122355. Prior to take off, a two minute
briefing was held by the Colonel for all aviators,
The flight encountered enemy small arms fire at coord-
imtes BT 110360 on three ocassions, but no hits were
received,

One HMM-364 aircraft, participating in a three aircraft
administrative flight from DANANG to CHU LAI, suffered
an engine failure at coordinates BT 225550, The pilot
made an autorotation into the surf., Upon landing,
large waves tipped the aircraft forward into an inverted
position, All four crewmembers wWere seen exiting the
downed aircraft by one of the pllots of the other
aircraft. These aircraft proceeded to rescue the two
pllots first because they were in the heaviest surf,
The lead aircraft by this time was in a position to
rescue the crew chief (the gunner was not seen again
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after his exit from the aircraft), but was unable to
1ift the man out of the water due to an inoperative
rescue hoist, 1In a herolc, desperate and successful
attempt to save the man, the gunner in the aircraft
hung by his legs from the landing gear and held the
man partially out of the water until the wing aircraft
was in position for a hoist pick up., As the hoist

was being commenced by the other aircraft, the rescue
sling broke. The man was able to hold fast to the
8ling while the pilot air taxied to the beach, Both
aircraft landed on the beach and the crew chief was
rescued from the surf and placed aboard the lead air-
craft. During this entlre rescue operation, enemy
small arms fire was received from a nearby tree line,
The pilot and the crew chief of the lead aircraft
removed its mounted M-60 machine guns, set them up on
the beach and returned the fire. The pillot of the
Wwing aircraft turned its tail toward the tree line and
thus allowed both his crew chief and gunner to utilize
their M-60's for return fire without removing them
from the aircraft., After the enemy fire was suppressed,
both aircraft proceeded to search for the lost Zunner.
However, a low fuel state forced them to return to

KY HA with negative results. Two aircraft committed
to MAG-12 for SAR duty were later utilized to search
for the gunner but were forced to abandon the search
when intense enemy small arms fire was again encountered.
One of the aircraft received a hit as a result of this
fire,

The HMM-364 SAR aircraft were again utilized when a
C-130 crashed at night on the CHU LAI Airstrip. Two
survivors, a Vietnamese civilian and a U, S. Marine
were brought from the crash site to "B" Med,

VMO-6 was first involved in Operation "Harvest Moon"

on 8 December when a convoy escort was provided to
recon Highway #1 and to escort a convoy enroute to

TAM KY. At 1445, a flight of two armed Hueys were
launched as helo escort on an emergency troop insertion
to a LZ at BT 122351 for the purpose of providing
reenforcements for the ARVN Rangers who had been

badly hit,

9 Dec: Operation Harvest Moon commenced with a 40 plane air-
1lift assault, carrying 2/7 to BT 015350, The 1ift led
by Major W. R. SMITH of HMM-362 and a flight of 14
aircraft, Light fire was received in the zone, but
no aircraft were hit. YL-40 lost its tail rotor in
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the landing zone, but no injuries were suffered.

The squadron's field maintenance crew was dispatched
to disassemble the aircraft after it was determined
to be irreparable, in preparation for a CH-37 to 1lift
it from the zone. A platoon was inserted to protect
the aircraft overnight.

Fourteen HMM-~364 aircraft participated in Operation
"Harvest Moon" on a Strike/Troop lift of a 7th Marines
farce from QUANG TIN (BT 292229) to coordinates BT
017325, ©Small arms fire was encountered in the landing
zone, No hits were received,

Two HMM-364 aircraft conducted a search for the gunner
who was presumed drowned on 8 December at coordinates
BT 225550, with negative results.,

Two HMM-364 aircraft committed to MAG-12 for SAR duty
were utilized to carry a MAG-12 pilot, who had e jected
from his aircraft, from CHU LAI to "B" Med.

A flight of two armed Hueys of VMO-6, led by Major
PURCELL escorted 2 multitude of UH~34D's into LZ's lo-
cated at BT 015323 and BT 145305 when automatic weapons
fire was received from BT 001279, OXWOOD aircraft
were called in immediately with napalm and the hostile
fire was silenced. Major PRESSON, leading another
flight of Hueys on an escort mission from QUANG TIN,
was called on to deliver suppressive fire on entry
into two LZ's located at BT 015323 and BT 145305,

The UH-34D's recorded zero hits on this flight. LtCol
ZITNIK picked up Pinchhitter 6 and escorted a truck
convoy up Route 1 with Pinchhitter 6 acting as Convoy
Commander, The flight spent more than 13 hours over
convoys along Route 1 this day,.

10 Dec: Captain J. J. MCMENAMIN OF HMM-362 carried the engine
of YL-40 externally to KY HA and the maintenance crew
continued stripping the aircraft, No CH-37 was avail-
able to 1lift the fuselage, so late in the day, the
security force was withdrawn inasmuch as their position
was considered untenable for another night.

Eight HMM-364 aircraft and two Condition 3 Standby
alrcraft departed KY HA for LZ OAK (BT 154450) to
participate in Operation "Harvest Moon", At LZ OAK,
the flight was divided into a flight of six aircraft
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and a division of four aircraft. The six alircraft
flight flew an emergency resupply mission from LZ OAK
T0 coordinates BT 113317 and then joined MAG-16 aircraft
on a Strike/Troop l1ift from the USS Valley Forge
(located offshore about 15 miles southeast of LZ OAK)
to coordinates BT 081229, Intense enemy small arms
fire was encountered on the first 1ift into the LZ and
four out of the six alrcraft received hits. There were
no injuries to the crew members or the troops, Two of
the aircraft which were hit were consequently disabled
and were forced to shut down for repairs (one aircraft
at LZ OAK and the other on the USS Valley Forge). The
four remaining aircraft in the flight continued in the
1lift without further incident and upon completion,
carried a Marine WIA from coordinates BT 055297 to the
USS Valley Forge; a Marine WIA from BT 048299 to the
USS Valley Forge; and a wounded Vietnamese civilian
from BT 048299 to LZ OAK.

The four HMM-364 aircraft division from the original
flight made resupply flights from HOI AN to DIA LOC
(AT 915581) and from coordinates AT 983743 to QUE SON
(BT 043350), Enemy small arms fire was encountered
at DIA LOC., No hits were received., The division was
also utilized to carry three Marine WIA from LZ OAK
to "C" Med at DANANG.

Ohe HMM-364 aircraft escorted a VMO-6 aircraft on an
agrial reconnaissance flight of the TAOR. This flight
was made in support of the 4th Marines.

One HMM-364 aircraft escorted a VMO-6 aircraft on a
Med Evac of a Marine WIA from coordinates BT 398050 to
lan Med.

Convoy escort was also provided on the morning of 10
December when a flight of two VMO-6 Hueys were once again
provided as Command Ships for Murphy 6 (Pinchhitter 6),.
Two additional Hueys were also assigned to the DASC

for helo escort missions throughout the day. Major
PURCELL with lstLt INGVOLDSTAD as co-pilot, and Captain
PETTIGREW with lstLt BBACHA as co-pilot, escorted
UH-34D's landing the SLF into a LZ located at BT 074293,
After the first wave was landed, Colonel YUNCH, who

was acting as TAC(A) was wounded and the TAC(A) was
switched to Ma jor PURCELL., Heavy automatic weapons

fire and mortars were being received by the ground
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unit and at this time, Major PURCELL shifted the LZ

to BT 046298 in an attempt to prevent further casualties.
VA/VF aircraft were called in on enemy positions for
approximately four hours, During one period of about

an hour, no VA/VF aircraf't were available and the only
CAS the ground units had were UH-1lE gunships, The

Hueys, &irected by Major PURCELL, made repeated runs

at the enemy positions and a secondary explosion on

a mortar's position was observed tollowing an attack

by one of the Hueys. When all ordnance was expended,

Ma jor PURCELL kept the Hueys on station in gunnery

runs with the gunners firing trom the internal guns

only., Besides controlling the air portion of the
operation, Major PURCELL wag 1n constant contact with
the ground units, guiding the Marines from the new LZ

to those that were pinned down in the first LZ, After

a full day's work, the flight then picked up Colonel
PETROSS and performed a route recon, The flight then
returned to KY HA that night under instrument conditions,

11 Dec: LtCol J. ALDWORTH, CO HMM-362 returned to KY HA after
being forced by bad weather to spend the night at the
Harvest Moon Command Post with his flight of six UH-34D
aircraft,

Four HMM-364 aircraft participated in Operation Harvest
Moon performing the following missions: A Med Evac of
six Marine WIA from the USS Valley Forge to "B" Med;

a 1lift of three Vietnamese civilians from coordinates
BT 082294 to LZ OAK; a 1lift of three VC prisoners from
coordinates AT 078301 to QUE SON (BT 043350); a Med
Evac of eight Marine WIA from coordinates Bt 6535 to
the USS Valley Forge; a 1ift of twenty two VC prisoners
from coordinates BT 105143 to LZ OAK; a resupply from
LZ OAK to coordinates BT 083313; a resupply from LZ
OAK to coordinates BT 077301; and a convoy escort from
LZ OAK to coordinates AT 995720,

Four HMM-364 aircraft participated in Operation Harvest

Moon by remaining overnight in LZ OAK and performing

the following missions on the night of 11 December and

the morning of 12 December: A resupply from LZ OAK to
coordinates BT 082298; and a Med Evac of two Marine

WIA from coordinates BT 082298 to LZ OAK, While enroute

to LZ OAK from KY HA, the flight encountered ,50 caliber
automatic weapons fire at coordinates BT 263398, No

hits were received. -
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A total of eight VMO-6 Hueys participated in Harvest
Moon, A flight of two Hueys was furnished for Colonel
PETROSS's use, another flight for helo escort, a third
flight acted as Command Ship for BGen PLATT and a
fourth flight was sent to LZ OAK for night escort
missions,

12 Dec: A flight of twelve HMM-362 aircraft, led by Major
W. R. SMITH, participated in a "Harvest Moon" airlift
assault from BT 085326 to BT 145297, a distance of
about three miles, In all, 40 helicopters were in-
volved, and the entire operation was conducted in
Marginal IFR weather, The troops were not ready to
be picked up, the radio traffic was so heavy as to be
a serious hindrance to the mission and the weather was
8o bad that it was indeed a minor miracle to believe
that all squadron aircraft returned safely. At dusk,
YL-45 suffered an engine failure approximately five
miles north of KY HA, and an emergency landing was
made on the beach., Six helicopters were airborned
within twenty minutes to carry in a reactionary platoon
to provide security. However the aircraft were required
to wait 30 minutes for the troops, and the Viet Cong
blew up YL-45 as the security force was being landed,
The aircraft was a total loss.

Six HMM-364 aircraft were maintained on a Condition 3
Standby for utilization in Operation Harvest Moon, The
aircraft were scrambled and performed the following
missions: A troop 1lift from LZOAK to coordinates

BT 083268; a reconnaissgnce insertion from JJE SON

(BT 043350) to coordinates BT 043350 to coordirm tes

BT 083326; and a troop lift from coordinates BT 083336
to BT 077301, The flight encountered enemy small arms
fire at coordinates BT 1745. No hits received,

Four HMM~364 aircraft participated in Operation Harvest
Moon performing the following missions: A troop lift
from LZ OAK to coordinates BT 043342, BT 082298, BT
075305 and BT 069305; a resupply from LZOAK to QUE SON
(BT 043350); a Med Evac of a sick Marine from coordinates
BT 070295 to LZ OAK; and a troop 1ift from coordinates
BT 082298 to BT 072916. The flight encountered enemy
small arms fire at coordinates BT 122348, BT 305105

and BT 038368, No hits were received,
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Three HMM-364 aircraft suppprted the 7th Marines on
a reconnaissance insertion from coordinates BT 552052
to BT 498997, The same flight later retracted the
reconnaissance unit from coordinates BT 456022 and
returned them to BT 552051,

Two aircraft of HMM-364 supported the 4th Marines by
making an aerial reconnaissance flight of the area in
the vicinity of coordinates BT 402089,

One HMM-364 aircraft escorted a VMO-6 aircraft on an
aerial reconnaissance flight of the TAOR, This flight
was made in support of the 4th Marines,

VMO-6 provided two Hueys as Command Ships for Gen PLATT
and this flight, led by Major PRESSON, performed various
missions throughout the day, such as emergency resupply,
transfer of POW's, Med Evac, etc.. Two more Hueys were
also provided for convoy escort from LZ ROBIN to LZ OAK,
This flight logged 15.5 hours prior to leaving the
convoy at LZ OAK, Another flight of Hueys, led by

Ma jor KOHANOWICH was assigned helo escort missions
periodically throughout the day. Hostile fire was
received around most of the LZ's that day and the Hueys
were called on for suppréssive fire in every LZ,

13 Dec: YL-54 of HMM-362 participating in an operation supporing
Operation Harvest Moon was forced down in the battle
area with a loss of transmission o0il pressure. The
field maintenance crew, working under sniper fire,
enabled the aircraft to be flown out after a quick
replacement of the transmission oil pump. However,
in the process of recovering YL-54, YL-47 received a
«50 caliber round in the magneto, causing an immediate
engine failure and an emergency landing about one mile
east of the Harvest Moon Command Post., Working again
under sniper fire, the maintenance crew determined the
problem and returned to YL-54 at the CP to remove its
magneto in order to repalr ¥YL-47, When the maintenance
crew returned to replace the magneto, the zone was under
heavy fire from a nearby tree line, Supported by F4
and A4 strikes and UH-1E strafing, the crew fought off
the enemy and was able to complete the necessary repairs,
Captain D. L. CLASEN, still under heavy fire then
started the aircraft, engaged the rotors, and flew it
back to the CP., 1stLt WILLEUMIER picked up the maintenance
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crew, completing the successful operation with no

casualties, YL-47 received approximately fifty hits

from enemy small arms fire while it was being repaired.

About this time, two Army CH-47 "Chinooks", borrowed from

the 1lst Cavalry Division (Alrmobile), became available

for salvage operations., One was used to 1ift out 'YL-40,
which had by then been mutilated by VC vandals, but was still
somewhat intact.

Six HMM-364 aircraft participated in Operation Harvest
Moon by lifting a 4th Marines reactionary force to
coordinates BT 267385, the site of a downed HMM-362
aircraft, The reactionary force set up a perimeter
defense around the aircraft, Later five aircraft
1ifted the above mentioned reactionary force from
coordinates BT 267385 to BT 197467, the site of another
downed HMM-362 aircraft., The reactiomry force again
set up a perimeter defense around the aircraft. Enemy
small arms fire and mortars were encountered in an area
immediately west of the zone located at BT 267385, No
hits were received and return fire accounted for one

VC KRA,

Three HMM-364 aircraft supporting the 4th Marines made
a reconnaissance insertion from RLT-4 (BT 533095) to
coordinates BT 381068, Enemy small arms fire was
received from coordinates BT 385067 and BT 365066,

No hits were received. While departing the LZ, the
flight leader sighted a lost 4th Marines reconnaissance
Patrol., The flight retracted the patrol and returned
them to RLT-4,

Two HMM-364 aircraft on a routine administrative flight
in support of the 4th Marines, encountered enemy small
armg fire one mile north of QUANG NGAI. No hits were
recelived,

Four HMM-364 aircraft supported the ARVN forces on a
resupply mission from HOI AN to THUONG DUC (ZC 145535).
Intense enemy small arms fire was encountered at THUONG
DUC, and though no hits were received, the flight leader
was forced to discontinue the 1ift because of inadequate
air cover,

Two HMM-364 aircraft participated in Operation Harvest
Moon by remaining overnight at LZ OAK on a Med Evac
Standby. The aircraft were utilized for an emergency
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resupply from LZ OAK to coordinates GC 245048 and for
another emergency resupply from LZ OAK to GC 013277.
Enemy small arms fire was encountered at coordinates
GC 035245 and GC 055355. No hits were received.

Six HMM-364 aircraft were maintained on a Condition 3
Standby from 1130 to 1800 for utilization in Operation
Harvest Moon, Two of the aircraft were scrambled and
performed the following missions: A 1lift of eight VC
prisoners from coordinates BT 140293 to LZ OAK; a troop
1ift/resupply from LZ OAK to coordirates BT 138286 a
Med Evac of two Marine WIA from coordinates BT 096274
to LZ OAK; and a retraction of an ARVN reconnaissance
force from coordinates BT 043350 to BT 100270,

Two VMO-6 Hueys were provided for BGen PLATT's use on
this date again with the section flying a total of 16
hours. The helo escort aircraft on this day were led
by Captain CONNER, and were called on to cover a
downed UH-34D, Armed VC were observed approaching the
alrcraft and were quickly discouraged when a burst of
M-60.fire delivered by Captain CONNER fell at their
feet., When the reaction force was inserted at the
downed UH-34D, automatic weapons fire was received
along with mortars from a nearby village. The UH-1E's
returned the fire and called in VA aircraft to help
Silence the enemy fire, The Village of AN THAN (1)

BT 215460 was almost entirely destroyed by the confined
air strikes, Two additional aircraft were sent to LZ
OAK to assume Condition 3 Standby for the night,

14 Dec: All HMM-364 flights on this date were in support of
Operation Harvest Moon,

Two HMM-364 aircraft performed the following missions:
a 1lift of three newsmen from VIET AN (BT 020269) to LZ
OAK; a resupply from LZ OAK to QUE SON (043350); a Med
Evac of a Marine WIA from LZ OAK to "B" Med; and a 1lift
of five ARVN interpreters from RLT-4 (BT 533095) to
QUE SON,

Two HMM-364 aircraft performed the following missions:
Resupplies from LZ OAK to coordinates BT 077276, AT
934835 and BT 128276; and a Med Evac of eight Marlne
WIA from LZ OAK to "B“ Med,
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Two HMM-~364 aircraft performed the following missions:
A resupply from LZ OAK to coordinates GC 103277; a
troop 1ift from coordinates GC 103277 to GC 099266;
and a Med Evac of eleven Marine WIA from coordinates
GC 103277 to LZ OAK. Enemy small arms fire was en-
countered at coordinates BT 119368. No hits were
received,

Three HMM-364 aircraft performed the following missions:
A resupply from LZ OAK to QUE SON (BT 043350); a troop
lift/resupply from QUE SON to coordinates BT 018269;
and a Med Evaec of six Marine WIA from Landing Zone OAK
to "B" Med.

Three aircraft of HMM-364 performed the following
Missions: A resupply from LZ OAK to coordinates BT
077276; a resupply from LZ OAK to coordinates AT 934835;
and a Med Evac of two Marine WIA from LZ OAK to "B%

Med., The flight encountered enemy small arms fire at
coordinates BT 077276 and one aircraft recelved a hit.
There were no injuries to the crew members,

Two HMM-364 aircraft performed the following missions:
A resupply from LZ OAK to coordimmtes BT 129286; a
troop 1ift from LZ OAK to VIET AN (BT 018272); and a
lift of five VC prisoners from coordinates BT 115270
to LZ OAK.

This was a relatively quiet day for VMO-6, but four
Hueys were assigned missions as Command Ships and
helo escorts., .

15 Dec: All HMM-364 flights on this date were in support of
Operation Harvest Moon except the MAG-12 SAR,

Two HMM-364 aircraft performed two resupply missions
from LZOAK to QUE SON (BT 034350), One of the aircraft
experienced an engine failure and was forced to land

at coordinates BT 092391, Two aircraft carrying a
maintenance crew to the site of the downed zircraft
encountered enemy small arms fire at coordinates BT 1331.
No hits were received, The maintenance crew dismantled
the downed aircraft in 3% hours and a CH-37 lifted it

to the LZ O0OAK,

Two HMM~-364 aircraft flew a resupply mission from LZ
OAK to coordirates BT 07424,
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Two HMM-364 aircraft flew a resupply mission from
LZ OAK to coordinates BT 000230,

Two HMM-364 aircraft performed the following missions:
A resupply from LZ OAK to QUE SON (BT 045350); a Med
Evac of three ARVN WIA from LZ OAK to "B" Med.

Ma jor PURCELL and Captain DOWNEY of VMO-6 piloted the
Command Ships for BGen PIATT flying a total of 14 hours.
The flight flew four ABC newsmen into the battle area,
hauled C Rations and evacuated two U., S. WIA's,

Captain SHIELDS led a flight of two to QUE SON and
received fire enroute, however no hits were taken.,

This flight also provided transportation for BGen PLATT
and evacuated two ARVN WIA's, Two Hueys were also
provided for convoy escort. The flight escorted a
convoy to LZ OAK and a convoy from LZ OAK to CHU LAI,

16 Dec: All HMM-364 flights, except MAG-12 SAR, on this date
were in support of Operation Harvest Moon,

Two HMM-364 aircraft performed the following missions:
A Med Evac of five Marine WIA from LZ OAK to "C" Med
at DANANG; and a fire direction mission for VM0-6
aircraft, The flight leader directed the VM0-6 air-
craft to a VC unit located at coordinates BT 119295,

Two HMM-364 aircraft performed the following missions:
A troop/supply 1ift from QUE SON (BT 043350) to LZ OAK;
and a Med Evac of one Marine WIA from LZ OAK to "C" Med
at DANANG. Enemy small arms fire was encountered at
coordinates BT 0534, No hits were received.

Two HMM-364 aircraft performed the following missionss
A resupply from coordinates BT 130286 to BT 135285 and
BT 137275; a 1ift on one VC prisoner and assorted VC
documents from coordinates BT 130286 to LZ OAK, Enemy
+50 caliber automatic weapons fire was encountered at
coordinates BT 119352, No hits were received,

Two HMM-364 aircraft participated in a troop/supply
1ift from coordinates BT 150455 to BT 039328, Enemy
small arms fire (automatic) was encountered at coord-
inates BT 088388, No hits were received,

15
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Two HMM-364 aircraft remained overnight at 1LZ OAK on
SAR Standby. These aircraft were utilized on 17 Dec
for a resupply mission from LZ OAK to QJE SON (BT 045350).

Captain SHIELDS of VMO-6 piloted the Command Ship for
BGen PLATT and was escorted by Lieutenants BUCHANAN

and BRACHA, The flight picked up BGen PLATT and his
battalion commanders and made recon flights of the

area, The wingman received two hits when enemy fire

was encountered at BT 117226, The fire was returned
and no damage assessments made, Two med evac missions
Were accomplished by the flight during the day. The
second evac mission was an emergency evacuation of 11
WIA's, 14 UH-34D!s were called in by Captain SHIELDS

to make the pick up. On arrival at the scene, a fire
fight was 1n progress and the helos had to walt twenty
minutes before the zone was secure enough to get the
aircraft in, Capbtain SHIELDS wingman received his third
hit while escorting the aircraft in, After the evacuees
had been dropped at LZ OAK, Captain SHIELDS then led

a flight of UH-34D's on a retraction of a company of
2/1. The flight then directed, and escorted, a resupply
mission for 2/7.

17 Dec: All HMM-364 flights, except SAR at MAG-12, on this date
were in support of Operation Harvest Moon.

Two HMM-364 aircraft performed the following missions:
A resupply from LZ OAK to coordinates BT 138277; a
Med Evac of five Marine WIA from coordinates BT 132271
to LZ OAK; and a Med Evac of thirteen Marine WIA from
LZ OAK to "C" Med at DANANG,

Two HMM-364 aircraft performed the following missions:

A resupply from LZ OAK to coordinates BT 138277; a

Med Evac of nine Marine WIA from coordinates BT 130272
to LZ OAK; a Med Evac of fourteen Marine WIA from coord-
inates BT 130272 to LZ CAK; a resupply from LZ OAK to
coordinates BT 130272; and a Med Evac of nine Marine

WIA from coordinates BT 130272 to LZ OAK, Enemy small
arms fire was encountered at coordinates BT 4315, No
hits were received,

At 1055 Captain SHIELDS of VMO-6 led the evac crew to
BATO., The weather conditions were most severe, heavy
rains, 30-40 knot winds, and a ceiling varying between
1000 and 200 feet. At one time the flight received
about 20 rounds of small arms fire, but no hits were
taken., One ARVN and three Marines were evacuated to
Hospital and "B" Med respectively.
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18 Dec: Major PURCELL led a flight of two VMO-6 Hueys that
had been furnished for BGen PLATT's use. Major PURCELL
organized and acted at TAC(A) for helo retraction of
Hotel Company 2/7. The flight then resupplied the
company with "C" rations and batteries and made
numerous Med Evacs for 2/1, Major PURCELL then
organized an emergency lift to 2/7 when that unit was
ambushed by the VC between BT 212224 and BT 219225,
The aircraft were fired upon in this area, nevertheless,
Ma jor PURCELL continued to direct the emergency re-
supply 1lift, marked the LZ for Med Evacs, plicked up
eleven WIA's himself and then detached his wingman,
Lt SHOEMAKER to a VMO-2 flight to escort the UH-34D's
into the LZ. Lt SHOEMAKER also provided cover for
LZ OAK when the VC fired on the LSA. The flight then
joined with another VMO-6 aircraft and made a road -
recon for a truck convoy enroute to DANANG, Two addit-
ional Hueys were also furnished for convoy cover
throughout the day. For the duration of the operation,
VMO-6 continued to furnish aircraft for the Command
Ships and convoy cover with no unusual activity occurring,
however, one note of interest did occur. Captaln
PERRYMAN launched with a flight of two at 1935 on the
night of 19 December, and proceeded to LZ OAK, with the
help of MACS-7, under night actual instrument conditions.
The flight was uneventful, as VFR weather was encountered
Just prior to reaching their destination,

19 Dec: All HMM-364 flights of any significance on this date
were insupport of Operation Harvest Moon.

Two HMM-364 aircraft performed the following missions:
A 1ift of artillery from QUE SON to LZ OAK; a 1lift of
radio equipment to coordinates BT 218226 and a 1ift of
captured VC arms from BT 218226 to LZ OCAK; a 1ift of
> seven ARVN troops from QUE SON to LZ OAK; and a Med
Evac on nine Marine WIA from coordinates BT 218226
to 1LZ OAK. Enemy small arms fire was encountered at
coordinates BT 218205 and BT 222240, One aircraft
received a hit from the fire at coordinates BT 218205,
There were no injuries to the crew members,

Two HMM-364 aircraft performed the following missions:

A troop/supply retraction from QEU SON to LZ OAK; and

a Med Evac of fourteen Marines sufferring from immersion
foot to the 2/7 Command Post,.
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Two HMM-364 aircraft remained overnight at LZ OAK

for SAR Standby. These aircraft were utilized on

20 Dec, for a 1lift of supplies from LZ OAK to coord-
inates BT 525055, and a Med Evac of a Marine WIA from
LZ OAK to "C" Med at DANANG.

Two HMM-364 aircraft performed the following missions:

A troop retraction from LZ OAK to coordinates BT 517041 ;
a troop retraction from QUE SON to LZ OAK; and a 1ift

of bridge beams and engineers from LZ OAK to coordinates
BT 260255, Enemy small arms fire was encountered at
coordinates BT 260255, No hits were received,

20 Dec: Operation Harvest Moon was complete, as far as HMM-362's
participation was concerned, HMN-362 flew 445,9 hours,
1359 sorties and carried 228,575 pounds of cargo, 3338
passengers and 76 Med Evacs during the operation. The
last flight was completed in a three week series of
missile range sweeps and drone recoveries in support
of the lst LAAM Bn, 1lstLt's R. A. MILLER and F, VISCONTI,
and Cpl's T. E, DOUGLAS and V, J. PIRKER were trans-
ferred by Service Recond to Missing and Captured Persons
Unit, Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps. Their aircraft
has been missing since 22 November 1965.

Two HMM-364 aircraft supported Operation Harvest Moon
by escorting a convoy from coordinates BT 2333 to
DANANG. '

Two HMM-364 aircraft carried three Marine WIA from
coordinates BT 620008 to "B" Med.

One HMM-364 aircraft escofted atVMo-6'"aircraft on a
VIP flight within the TAOR.

LtCol ZITNIK, VMO-6 piloted Congressman RESNIK and
BGen PLATT on a tour of the CHU LAI enclave.

21 Dec: Two HMM-364 aircraft supported the 4th Marines by
making an aerial reconnaissance flight of the TAOR,
Midway through the flight, the alrcraft were diverted
to pick up a VC prisoner and documents from coordinates
BS 505958 and deliver them to LZ ROBIN (BT 536023).
The aircraft then returned to the original reconnaissance
mission and completed it,
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Two HMM-364 aircraft supported the 4th Marines by
making an aerial reconnaissance flight of the TAOR.

Two HMM-364 aircraft supported the 4th MarineS'bn a
troop lift/resupply from coordinates BT 537075 to
BT 455042,

Two HMM-364 aircraft supported the 4th Marines by
making an aerial reconnaissance flight of the TAOR,

Two HMM-364 aircraft supported the 4th Marines by
making an aerial recommaissance flight of the TAOR.
Midway through the flight, the aircraft were diverted
to pick up a Marine WIA from coordinates BT 612061

and deliver him to "B" Med., The aircraft then returned
to the original mission and completed it.

22 Dec: HMM=362 received three UH-34D's from HMM-163,.

Two HMM-364 aircraft carried Special Forces KIA from
coordinates BS 606322 to "B" Med,

T™wo aircraft of HMM-364 supported the 4th Marines by
carrying sixteen VC prisoners from coordinates BT
532095 to QANG NGAI,

One HMM~364 aircraft on a routine resupply flight in
support of the 4th Marines, carried a Marine WIA from
coordinates BT 511125 to "B® Med,

One HMM-364 aircraft escorted a VMO-6 aircraft on an
aerial reconnaissance flight of the TAOR in support .
of the 4th Marines.

Two HMM-364 aircraft supported the 7th Marines by
delivering a VC prisoner from coordinates BS 490590 .
to BT 536023,

23 Dec: Two HMM-364 aircraft supported the 4th Marines by
making an aerial reconnaissance flight of the TAOR,
The lead aircraft also served to direct MAG-12 aircraft
on an air strike at coordinates BS 710862,

Two HMM-364 aircraft supported the 7th Marines by .
making an aerial reconnaissance flight of their various
outposts,
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Two HMM=364 aircraft supported the 7th Marines on a
troop retraction from coordinates BS 454946 to LZ
QUATL.

DECLASSIFIED

One HMM-364 aircraft escorted a VMO-6 aircraft on an
aerial reconnaissance flight of the TAOR in support

of the 4th Marines, Enemy small arms fire was encount-
ered at coordinates BT 3108, No hits were received,

LtCol ZITNIK of VMO-6 led a flight of VIP aircraft to

DANANG and picked up RAdm KELLY. The Admiral and his

rarty were dropped at MAG-1l2 helo pad, then taken back
to DANANG later in the day,

24 Dec: A flight of four HMM-362 aircraft received fire from
a sampan at BT 480180, An air burst was observed, but
no hits were received, YL-51 was hit and forced down
by six rounds of small arms fire at BT 620005, No
injuries were sufferred and the aircraft was recovered,

Six HMM-364 aircraft and flight crews were maintained
on a Condition 3 Standby from 1300 to 1600,

25 Dec: A flight of two HMM-362 Ugly Angels carried hot chow,
mail and gifts from HMM-362 to the Marines at the Hill
76 outpost, The squadron flew 144 sorties this date,
including 15 Med Evacs and much hot chow to the outposts.

Two HMM-364 aircraft supported the U, S. Army Special
Forces on an Administrative/Resupply mission from
TAM KY to THANG BIN (BT 175420)., Small arms fire was
encountered at coordinates BT 3?5165. No hits were
recelved, ’

One VMO~6 Huey took BGen PLATT on a Christmas visit

to all the outposts in the CHU LAI enclave, The alr-
craft later took Francis Cardinal SPELLMAN from MAG-12
To "B" Med., At 1400 a flight took 3 hits while per-
forming a visual recon mission. Ma jor LUCKETT the AO
and Cpl AMESQUITA the gunner were taken to "B" led
where they were treated for minor shrapnel injuries,

26 Dec: At 0855 a VMO-6 Huey was provided for Congressman
McGRATH for a tour of the CHU LAI enclave,

27 Dec: All VMO-6 aircraft were "downed" because a portion of
the transmission on one of the aircraft wag found to
be broken,
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LtCol J. ALDWORTH of HMM-362 led a flight of sixteen
ailrcraft into two landing zones near BINH SON on an
airlift attack, Although small arms and mortar fire
were received in one of the zones, no casualties were
received and the mission was completed, For this
operation, a feint toward another zone was utilized
to confuse the enemy, This is the first time this
squadron has used such a tactic,

|
Two HMM-364 aircraft supported the 7th Marines on a
troop 1lift/resupply from LZ BOBCAT (BT 565042) to
coordinates BT 624991.

Two HMM364 airoraft supported the 7th Marines by
carrying 27 VC prisoners from coordinates BS 579918
to BT 558048, The same aircraft also carried a sick
Marine from LZ ROBIN (BT 536023) to "B" Med,

}
Six HMM-364 aircraft supported ARVN forces and the
7th Marines on a|lift of ARVN troops and 7th Marine
advisors from coordinates BT 558048 to BS 809379,
Small arms fire was encountered enroute to and in
the approach to the landing zones., One aircraft
received a hit, lThere were no injuries to the crew
members or the troops.

I
Six HMM-364 aircraft supported ARVN forces on a troop 1lift
from QANG NGAT to coordinates BS 809379, Small arms
fire was encountered at coordinates BS 769466, No hits
were received,

Two aircraft of HMM~364 joined with HMM-362 aircraft
on a 7th Marine troop 1lift from LZ ROBIN to coordinates
BS 558919. |

Three HMM.364 aircraft supported ARVN forces on a troop
1ift/resupply from QUANG TIN to coordinates BT 328082
and BT 072061, Small arms fire was encountered at
coordinates BT 328015 and one aircraft received at hit.
There were no idjuries to the crewmembers,

28 Dec: Six HMM-364 airoraft and flight crews were maintained
on a Condition 3 Standby, from 0700 to 1800 and on a
Condition 4 Standby from 1800 to 290700 Dec, Two of
the Condition 3'Standby aircraft were utilized for
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Med Evac Standby., The Med Evac aircraft were utilized
to support the 7th Marines by carrying two Marine WIA
from coordinates BS 520941 to "B" Med, Enemy small
arms fire was encountered in the pick up zone., No
hits were received. One of the Condition 4 Standby
aircraft was utilized for Med Evac Standby at the
VMO-6 line, This aircraft and a VMO-6 "Gunship" were
scrambled to support the 7th Marines by carrylng a
Marine WIA from coordinates BS 503977 to " Med,

Two HMM-364 aircraft supported the 4th Marines by
making an aerial!reconnaissance of the TAOCR.

Two aircraft supported the 4th Marines (HMVY-364) by

making an aerial, reconnaissance flight of the TAOR.

Enemy small arms; fire was encountered at coordinates
BS 640960, No hits were recelved,

Two HMM-364 aircraft supported the 7th Marines on a
routine administrative flight from coordirma tes BT
529087 to BT 311218, Enemy fire (small arms) was
encountered at coordinates BT 323233, Not hits were
received, ;
The VMO-6 maintenance crew worked most of the night
to bring the pldnes back to an "up" status, Two planes
were launched aﬁ 1000 to keep the bad guys away from
the BOB HOPE show while "Operation Big Cheer" was
being conducted, The flight returned at 1350 and
evidently did a ;splendid Jjob, because it was promptly
launched to DANANG to cover the same show in that area,
|

One VMO-6 Huey ﬁrovided transportation for Senator
Stuart SYMINGTON in the DANANG area,.

|
29 Dec: Six HMM-362 aircraft resupplied MINH LONG and AN HOA
with 17,300 pounds of cargo from QUANG NGAI, Fire was
received and returned at BS 620535. Approximately
25% of the squadron attended the fabulous BOB HOPE
show at CHU LAT,

Six HMM-364 aircraft and flight crews were maintained
on a.Condition 4 Standby from 0700 to 300700 Dec,

One of the aircraft was utilized for Med Evac Standby
at the VMO-6 line, This aircraft and a VMO-6 Gunship
were scrambled to support the 7th Marines on a night
Med Evac of six Marine WIA from coordinates BS 508926
to "B" Med, ‘
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Five HMM-364 aircraft supported the ARVN forces on

a resupply from QUANG NGAI to coordinates BS 526503,
Intense enemy ,50 caliber and small arms fire was
encountered at the landing zone and the lead aircraft
was hit by a .30|caliber round, There were no injuries
to the crewmembers, A support aircraft from MAG-12
was shot down while making a napalm drop on the enemy
positions, The flight leader discontinued the 1ift
at this point and spread his flight into a scouting
line to search fior the pilot of the MAG-12 aircraft,
The search produced negative results.

Two HMM-364 aircraft supported the 4th Marines by
carrying four VC prisoners from coordinates BT 509941
to BT 535025, '

Four HMM-364 aircraft supported the 4th and 7th Marines
by carrying fifty-three VC prisoners from the CHU LAI
prisoner compound and LZ ROBIN to QUANG NGAI. Two of
the aircraft were later utilized to make an aerial
reconnaissance flight of the area in the vicinity of
coordinates BT 435065, in support of the 4th Marines,
Enemy small arms fire was encountered in this area,

No hits were reqeived.

Two aircraft of HMM-364 supported ARVN forces on a
troop 1ift/resupply mission from QJANG NGAI to DUC
PHUO (BS 845395)..

30 Dec: The HMM-362 SAR«orew at CHU IAI launched to the site
of a crashed A4 northeast of QUANG NGAI at dusk, No
sign of a parachute or the pilot was found,

Two HMM~364 airdraft supported the 7th Marines by
carrying two Vc'prisoners from coordinates BS 528940
to LZ ROBIN,

Two HMM-364 aircraft supported the 7th Marines by
carrying three VC prisoners from the CHU LAI prisoners
compound to BING SON and four VC prisoners to QUANG NGAI.

Two HMM-364 aircraft supported the 7th Marines by
carrying a Marine KIA from coordinates BS 624991 to
I!Bﬂ Med

|
31 Dec: 12 HMM-364 aircraft supported the 7th Marines on a troop =
retraction from coordinates BS 553903 to LZ ROBIN,
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~STAND OFF — While a ecrewman dismantles the helicopteris
. *inachineguns to be used for. perimeter defense, Cpl. Kenneth A.i i
~ Smith begins to climb up to the engine to find out what caused the:
“vrish-landing. A Tiitle later, two armed- groups ringed the plane.:
They were identified as Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN): N
- soldiers only after long minutes of a stand off. The chopper was
v-fepalred and flown back to Marine Medium Helicopter W
'(HMM)-362, at Chu Lai, the next day.

’M arines and ARVN

Have Anxi

“By: Sgt C. B. Sunmoﬁs\v :
1 - It.was™a suspenseful day for Cpl. Kenneth A Smith. First, theu; ‘
} . were the agonizing minutes while his helicopter was crash ]andmg, !
“Then, a machinegun stand-off with an unidentified, but armed, fmce
“of lnfantlymen :
) g It began with the pungent smell of burning air as Smith’s Marineé -
Medlum elicopter Squadron (HMM)-362 plane: was heading for an
! awsiult-Tanding zone. The engine | —— - ——wm—— e
“was on fire; black, hot smoke |Scrambled from the cockpit and
|bﬂ10w1ng from the cowling. manned the two guns as Smith
| The Massillon, Ohio, heli-|Pulled himself up to the engite -
: , Marine braced his eight passen- platform and opened the engmc
gers for a crash, as the pilot|hood.
{lipped into auto-rotate (switch- The crew chief found that a neW
in linto neutral so rotor blades | transmission was needed, which ]
ean swing freely, using the air as | meant the aircraft eouldn’t myve
E‘Shmn during the fall), Rapid- until parts were flown in

at first, then more slowly as Eq‘%lgaxsd ) .
r(ﬁo{g t‘ﬁ‘; ?l;unéhe °°pt2% G030 men were standing ﬁ
p$vas unkm{);wn Zide, | @ ridgeline, just within i
‘siiffewhiere near Trach Tru, the range, to the right. They stood,
@ikpost near Quang Ngai that was like the Indian tube in a West
er Viet Cong attack. The|®'D gazing down at the Marines. ‘_
B&rines being carried by the Smith made the 10-foot dlop to i
§M.-362 chopper were part of the ground in one motion, his ke ,
&% rcinforcements. . churning for the defense peri
“Ahe descent put out the fire, ter even before his body lhﬂ:hm
@ the threat of uncleared ter | EVETY Marine around the

; copter had a target in his weap-
xye gg}l;r agléit tfhlﬁlymes?op?&n on’s sight. For 10 minutes, it ¥

F tand-off. Then, one of the'
€ infantry Marines leaped out, |2 S
fanning both sides of the zone fantry Marines who had ma%

vered closer to the groups id
with defensive positions. Smith Fed them as Army of the

«dnd his assistant grappled the
ters machmecuﬁs p(I))ff thelrJ g;‘;’l}slc of Vietnam (ARVN) ’%

uis and added them to_the Tension eased out of the cp ﬁ
3%’;&1 Pisw £0 pilot zone like water draining fr o%
i - dam. The soldiers, it turngd
llater, wouldn’t come closer until
- they’ d been identified by the
Marines. Professionals, they
tknew what rapid movemel
under such circumstances woul
Atrigger.- .

Normally, it takes three days = ndix £o
. to repair the type of damage e Appe 1

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; ! " scopter sustained. But, even With ~ BEnclosure (&)
DECLASSIFIFD AFTER 12 YARS ) kparte and™ tools being auhftc,d

t
DID DIR 520 10 W e adk At K 1>

e

. Lyare ' R

N ety et v

DECLASSIFIED




g

DECLASSIFIED

':-
?
v
p |
b
.
L
{

7 : w’ B l% Gm&m 30¢1PE: ran
o  Work Togethe,r ‘:

%ﬁhere are two Marine hell-
giter groups. (MAGS) in the R

@ ietnam; MAG-16. ‘at
th%» farble Mountain Air Facili-

Da Nang, and MAG-36, f1y1
}fﬂ)i’n the Ky Ha heli- pad
Lai. Their flight areas someumes
entwine and, often; thery fly a :
combined mission. i
: Recently, a MAGe - Yehpter ;
y | rotored into Ky Ha, its crew ¢hief
‘| leaping from the side hatch éven
i before the plane stopped rolling.

He, shouted, ‘‘one.of our birds is ,
down in the zone!” !

Even ‘as he spoke, radio con-
firmation was coming from Da
Nang: “Bird down. Repubhwi
‘ Vietnam Special Forces standing
by to be picked up.”

Running feet clanged steel
matting as MAG-36 flight crews
headed for their ’copters. - !

ﬁ{ﬁ“ﬁfﬂwj‘ed bird had been heli- ,
' einforcements _to ]llep .
- Dug, publicot-Vielnz

| post 35 °
r]»mraxling"smoke, it chugged
to- Tin Phouc, four miles from
the beswged’ﬂutpost before it.
had to set down, or .crash. Its
crew and armament were re-
moved by a companion .’copter.

The race was to get to it before
the Viet Cong did._. . - :

-Capt. Larry-L~Bagwetl (Okla- '
homa City, Okla?), had his flight
section in the air and on the -
way to Da Nang, 50 miles to the
north, almost immediately. The
MAG-36 choppers loaded 40 of the
Vietnamese Special Forces and
just as quickly flew them back ’
to Tin Phouec.

-The first leg (l)fdthe race }lvgg
won. The crippled ’copt .
infantry protection. pp/’j:‘ Capt.
Ltiagvv‘EnX‘f[‘Hdrdl 'Wm »—10 the government
i strengheld of annt Tin, 20 mlles )
away, and set down long [
to interview thsz"‘rescuea/ I‘EW-
Fhe—teld-Hin just what would be
needed to repair the troop car-

rlii~ ‘
¢ headed for Da Nang agam, ;
to be sure a maintenance crew |
with the proper tools. got to the |
te- But, enroute, Capt. Bagwell

, ters, aiready hezrding,f()r the
ébdown zone. The captain prac
tically pivoted his bird, causht
' ﬂp ‘and, by radio, passed on re.
prair tlps which would cut time
ceisiderably once the mainte-
filice “men got to the cripple. -
Rotind two successful. THe .
‘capter . would _be ‘repaired. -
Capt. Bagwell however, never.
saw the succesSful finish of the | '
rescue, As_svon as he’d assured . -
ﬂu ‘copter’s recovery, he flew. ® °
the MAG16 armadwdcllo\?&

, Gl6 arm ﬁ
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ACROSS AND ABOVE—While an amphibious tractor hits the beach,
a Marine Aircraft Group (MAG)-36 helicopter lifts off with assault

forces to be carried inland. Three MAG-36 squadrons rceently sup- ' '
aorted the first U.S. Marine/Republic of Vietnam Marine operation

| ¥ miles north of Chu Lai.

’Copters on Job
Twice As Long

i

‘The average search-and-clear operation takes three days, while
&L@men sweep through a given area to hopefully engage the Viet &
éng or, barring a fight, neutralize whatever military fortifications
the VC might have erected. .
“ The helicopters which support them fly four ting?s as long. As|
a-case in point, take the landing 20 mies north of héfe which three
squadrons of Marine Airceraft =~ 7777 T
~Group (MAG)-36 supported. 555,
It was history’s first comy-.
bited U.S. Marine-Republic of
Vietnam Marine amphibious- as-
sauit. Most of the initial action
was amphibious; but once the
forces were ashore, the ’copters
hardly had a chance to touch_
ground. .oy
First, more than 600 Vietnam-
ese Matines were relocated from-
the landing beaches to a blocking
position against which the inland-
thrusting U.S. Mavines could push
the enemy. The troop lift was
made with aircraft from Marine
Medium  Helicopter  SquadrOfs ;
C (HMM)-362 and -364. :
' “Phen, -37-Viet Cong suspects |
were ferried to an interrogation .
; paint. -
* Before this was finished, ships
offshore were radioing that they
i had emergency resupplies for the
Tytacking Marines. A flight o‘f)
42 helos flew the ammo,
in to a landing zone

! Late the second

he ’cop-’

il}g"rur(llners from small, hehv?}l\”;l : '

engaged units which were withs p ' o
ouf communications to commang ; DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
posts, then back. N DECLASSIFG 6 AFTER 12 ’
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hauling of rations, water and.' ) '
ammunition; the continual_lifting |-
of troops for replacement or re.
gﬁgtlonlng as the sweep unm- '
] ‘:e.l'ed new flanks; the recovery '
brvsounded men or prisoher of
gag, and the ever-present Maring |

R T N A A S ay fo

Dgervation Squadron (VMO)i | Append -
Wx’h its armed Hueys DI‘OWI% P Pp ix 3 to
5 g&head, protecting g rou gyl ' . Encl o
- @8es or other ‘copters. . : ure (
*;g-f ) 4)
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) : THUMOUS AWARD—Ambassador to Thailand Graham 4}\,

" Martin accepts the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross, with Palm,
on-behalf of his_foster son, 1stLt. Glenn Dill Mann, a Marine helis

@

ter pllot-wha waskilled in action. The award was given by Col.
dm Van Phu, assistant commander of the Army of the Republi¢

of Vietnam (ARVN) 2nd Army Division.

Thailand’s Ambassador
Gets Foster Son’s Medal

Ambassador to Thailand Gra-
ham A, Martin traveled from
‘Bangkok to the battlefront of
Chu Lai to attend memorial serv-
ices for his foster son, IstLt.
Glenn Dill Mann, who was killed
fin action at Chu Lai.

. -A Marine Observation Squadron
(VMO)-6 pilot, 1stLt. Mann was
hit with machinegun fire while
flying an armed Huey helicopter
Arying to smash a Viet Cong at-
Yack on Trach Tru, a government
uipost 35 miles south of Chu Lai.

= Fis - by

His was one of four Hueys cre-
dited with smashing two heavy
machinegun emplacements which
were pivots of the action. B

After the memorial services,
conducted in the tent-chapel of
Marine Aircraft Group (MAG)-36,
Ambassador Martin was given his
foster son’s Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross, with Palm.
Awarded for the licutenant’s valor
during the strike, the medal was _

presented to_the W
Col. Pham -Van—Pha—aSsistant

4 commander-ofthe 2nd Army, Divi-

sion, Army of tbeRepubiio,nf
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Marine Ordmance Men
Compare Arming Hueys
To California Freeways
' Chu_Lai (USMC-10)—

(R

~Fothe med in Marine Obser-
_vation Squadron 6, arming &
Huey helicopter is like driv-
ing on a California freeway
without brakes — the differ-
. ence between life and ins-
tant death depending on ins-
. tinctive - skill transmitted
-through nerveless. fingets.
The eight Marines in the
. squadron’s ordnance sec-
-tion are the ones who fut
the bite into the flying
. scorpions known as Hueys,
"_the machine gun and roc-
wat toting helicopters
Which escort troop-carry-
Ing choppers into assault
ahding-zones. -
Hogking 1,00Q-pounds—of .
rockets . into firing pods be-
neath the Hueys is a risky
business. . Electrical circuits
~ have to be connected and
should these be contaminated
by stray voltage, the ordnan-
ce men would get the roc@ ‘
explosions intended for
Viet Cong.
. It has mnever happened,
~ though the men have “strung”
Hueys in blinding rain in the
middle of the night to ready
escorts for medical evacua-
tions, o
The reason an accidental
' explosion has never occured
is wrapped up ' by the unit !
. commander’s terse explana-

- tion. .- v
- “These’ 'men are profes-
‘,_';ionals." e
Appendix 5 to
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FINISHING TOUCHES—Cpl. William H. Weod outlinés the first of .
-many “Ugly Angels”” that he’ll paint on the choppers of Marine
Medium Helicopter Squadron (IMM)-362. The Chu Lai-based squads
ron never had a nickname until its members decided on “Ugly” fox..
the sight of the ungainly UH34D helicopters, and ‘“Angels’’ for the:
llundl‘]etds of mercy missions which are flown in addition to combat.
assaults, : T

' ndix 6 t
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‘Metalsmiths Busy Patching;
GuardingShot-UpChoppers

Chu Lai (USMC-IO) — It poured for an enti_x;(; ?
‘week —a monsoon-driven, bone-aching rain -tha|

- brought misery to everyone but Cpl. James. E
"Grancovitz, who was sunmshine-happy about thd

whole thing.

“We couldn’t fly in’ that
kind of weather,” he explain-
ed, “so I had time to work
on the birds.”

The “birds”” Cpl. Granco-

vitz refers to are the helicop-

ters of Marine Medium
Helicopter Squadron 362. He
.and three other Marines are
‘the metalsmiths— the fuselage
-doctors of the choppers as-
-signed to 362.

Ordinarily, the four
:Marines rotate three chop-
pers a week into their
‘tent-shop for routine main-
tenance checks. Each such
‘laspection requires eight
‘hours, plus whatever time
-1t takes to correct defects.

That's the routine. It's a

“small part of the job. More

-important -are the daily spot
inspections, often after dark
‘when the planes return from
-day-long missions. Most :of
-them have landed in rough
:zones and must be minutely

inspected before the next day’s -

-flight. If there are structural

o

———

weaknesses, the metal shéfy
may be open all night. |

“Any way you bend the
iron, it’s a 14-to-16-hour day
every day,” say the metak)
smiths. - Sy

Occasionally, there are
‘copters with bullet holas
to repair. “"One or tw§’
holes do not take long to'
patch, but once in a while
the ‘copteris zigging when
the bullet’s zagging and o
structural beam is M

Brother, do we get bu:{

then,’”” said the corporatl.;

Metalsmithing isn’t the ofily !
requirement put on the four:
Marines. Like everyone else, !

" they take their turns on the
" perimeter, spending all night
‘guarding the helicopters

they've patched, rainforced
and otherwise repaired all
day
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By: Sgt. CB Sxmmons 1,

Every war develops its own vocabulary and it looks as if the
veterans of Marine Aircraft Group (MAG)-36 will be sprinkling the
years to come with one prominent word . . . Charlie.

Because of the multitude of defmltlons of the word, Charhe ls "
t accompanied with emphatic_ facial expressions.
S8corn and deep disdain is ex-
tpre5sed when referring fte
. | Charlie, the Viet Cong. All refer-
| ences to-the VC are condensed
| into Charlie. The “V’’ becomes a
‘vesbal “Victor” denoting VC for
V!e\\ Cong,
Y fhemteysdngy - ;
the: U:S. Air Force planes, Charlte
is said flippantly and often
smilingly. It’s the MAG-36 equiva-
llent of -“OK” or “Roger” and i
iradio talks often sound like this '
" “This is Air Force One-Five,
‘How do you read (understand)
‘me? Over.” __———
J © “Ajr Force One-Five, this Is
Marme One-Six. I read you lodd
‘and clear. Are you ready to staft
your bombing? Over.”
“That’s a Roger, Marine Ong-
Six, Will you follow with tloops
‘1n the zone? Over.”
. ‘““That’s a Charlie, Air Forc.e
One-Five. Over and out.”

On one occasion, a ’copter pilot
realized almost too late that he
was communicating with a gen-
eral in the other plane. His ugeé
of : the - word “was wreathed: In
belated formality. oy

“That’s a Charlie . . . Sir!”’+¢

And when you see a ’copter
crew loping towards their plane,
faces screwed up in concern, you
know they’ve become ‘Tailend
‘Charlies.”” They’ve been assigned
ithe last slot in the formation,-the
.spot which Charlie tries to shaot
Ap: because there aren’t ..an
.choppers; behind, to retaliate, ‘wigh

machmegun fire,, u', . -
UNGLASSLFIED
PO AR LML DL o i
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Uglv Kaa

Proper Namé

For Sqdn.

To call an oil-burning, gwaser.
smelling, rotor-clatterig 8500~
pounds of flying machinery
an ‘“‘angel” would seem to he
st1etchmg a definition. But ‘“‘an-
gels” are what the choppers of
Marine Medium- Helicopter
Squadron (HMM)-362- have.. bw
eomxr: -

The designation is the xesult of
a squadron campaign to pick a,
snitable nickname. “All squad-!
rons have tags,” exclaimed Cpl. |
"William H. Wood (Millbrae:
Calif.). “It's tladltmnal and. we |
didn’t  have onec.’

—HMML262 has one now . . .The |
Ugly Angels.”And Cpl. Wood was

esignated to palnuhe_acceptad
‘esign on the unit’s UH34D helos.

Yhe insignia is the face of &: )
demon, topped with a halo, :and!
its scatlct and gold grimace will:
adorn all the squadron aircraft.

The why of the “angel’’ half of |
the title is apparent. Last month, .
’362 flew more than 6,000 sorties,
earrying 487 tens of supplies- td
military outposts and remote

jvilian hamlets. To the pedple on :

Mf the.supply chain,
the acame angels.

HMM-362 also - evgcuated 63

. wounded or sick \szﬁm—m'?r

vilians to field hospifals. These

patients would certainly agree

|
i
i
i
]

¢ ~ with the angel monicker. :
- Furthermore, angels are egn-
dowed with divine luck. . .of

the type depicted in the total of:
12,211 passengers carried by the
bqhadl on last month, only one of
whom was wounded by enemy |
fire. He was a crewman, whose '
wound was treated with a band

aid. - A
So, “angels”. . .yes. But why
“Ugly Angels”?
N “It’s the aircraft. The UHM&

is really an ugly looking plane,;’
ngplamed Cpl. Wood, and “amu
similarity between the first w

f the title and the, £ H A
% i BerEly goingidpgAL meﬁ

Appendix 9 to
Enclosure (4}

DGWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR !MERVM.S'
BECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
oD BiR 520010

T A ) it n e S

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

¢

" Takes lts Toll

Being an avionics man

in Vietnam is like havingia

"dozen wives; every time a man turns around there’s trouble.

Avionics is the jet-age term for electrical- electroms
,eombined in one trade, tailored specifically for aviati

'"Like many other speciality
.¢rew, planes wouldn’t fly,

Medium, Helicopter Squadron
;(HMM)-354’S shop will readily
tell you. With little or no prompt-
ing, they’ll also point out that:

When it rains—excessively,—eir=
cuits corrode.and short out. When
|it’s too dry, dust clogs electronic
and electrical systems, also caus-
ing failure.

‘ At Ky Ha, home of HMM-364,
it’s either raining excessively or
" dust is swirling constantly.

But Cpl. David E. Wilson
(Greenville, Pa.) claims that’s
why avionics men are specialists.
They’re trained to whip nature as
well as complex systems, It's the

shops, without the avxomtzs

as the 18 men mEﬁY)w,

electronically down.-~

Under ideal conditions, it may
‘take teack Tircuit trodble
|in—order to perform a- 15-minute
repair job. But, when most of the
investigation must be done  at
night, with red-lensed flashlights
because of Viet Cong snipers. it
just might take an hour longer.

Excuses aren’t Cpl. Wilsen's
trademark. Repaired helicopters
are. So during the six houty
day when he and other aviolkics
NCOs are relatively free, they
-hold briefings to acquaint jumior
men with past problems and the
solutions that were applied.

Jittle difficulties that are hard to
‘explain to: flight crews whg are
- left out of heli-assaults bccauseI
;than' coptem are - elecmcally-,

AN

DOWNGRADEB AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIFD AFTER 12 YEARS
pon MR 5200.10

e o gy <o K

The avionics shop can save
time, in the long run, through- the
symposiums. And time saved
means hehcopters flyms.

30:1PE¢ran
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