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Ti 1 T E 
OF 

JOHN HORNE TOOKE; 

--...----. 

CHAPTER I. 

TROM 1777 TO 178G. 

411.. Horne's Confinement and Treatment in Jail 
— Letter to Mr. Dunning— Is 	by .rejected 
—the Society of the Inner Tenyle— Writes 
and publishes a political PamphletIn Conjunc-
tion with Dr. Price — Retires to the Country 
and becomes a Farmer — Returns to London 
—Joim Mr. Pitt in an Attenspt to reform 
the Hotm of COMM0118 - .;I .  Plan for th .  • 
Plapose — His Conduct during the Wesi- .  
minster Election in,  1784. , 

MEANWHILE, in consequence of the sen-
tence pronounced against him, Mr. Home had 
been committed to the King's Bench prison, in 
St. George's Fields, which, as I have often heard 
him observe, is far more unhealthy than New- 
gate, being actually 	built in the midst 'of a 

VOL. 11, 	, 	B 

   
  



LITE 'OF JOHN HORNE TOOKeE. 	1777 
marsh. 	He was also accustomed to add, that 
the basement story is several feet below the level 
of the river Thanies, at spring tides, and, conse-
fluently, both damp and insalubrioui. ' . 

Conversant as he was, In the ordinary trans..- _.....ar 
actions of human life, the smprise -of.  the sal) ' 

,sect 	of 	these 	memoirs 	cannot 	be :1..-..Tpose I 
trifling', when, after being consigued,  to this jail,' 
by the special command of the cbi4 initice of. 

• England, he had still a habitation to seek ; for; 
- ,after stopping a few minutes in the lodge, he 

was conducted to,  a vacant space within the 
wails, and there left, in utter ignorance of his 
fnt4i'e fate, and an entire stKanger to all around 
him ! 	It may be snpposed, perhaps, by the 

daughters ad affluence, :who, reside in ,..anil 
'did apartments, and repose every night on 
-of down( that even for, the most wretched 

I

n  
. 	nor there i 	due provision in.  respect to a , 

t l 	
,

ogging; where poverty, sorrow, or mis- 
. fortunes,, may be secluded from the gave of man- 
kind,' and find, an asylum at least, if comfort 
be denied them. 	But this would rove, agrand 
mistake, for the captives being generally 'more 
numerous than the apartments, it 	by seniority 
alone, that the &happy inmates succeed .  to the 
occupancy of a small bedchamber, totally devoid 
of any furniture, or conveniency whatsbeVer. 	, 

   
  



i M. . 	LIFE OF JOHN HOIINE TOOKE. 	3 

All this, as.  Mr. Horne solemnly assured me, 
he learned, for the first time, .on the parade;  
Whither he proceeded in charge of two tipstaves, 
.who,took their leave without condescending to 
I've him .any inforipation whatever.. On his 
d • Tess being made known to the spectators, a 

.Milpub 

person, who proved to be a jew, offered, for. a 
sum of .money, to accommodate him immedi- 
ately. 	'Ten guineas were accordingly deposited 
it 	his hands ; 'but it was 	speedily discovered;  
that this son of Isra.el had not any apartment at 
his command, being only the joint-tenant of a mi- 
-serable little room, in common with four or five 
other *debtors. 	To the honour of the prison- 
ers, however, they immediately interposed, and 
obliged ,him to restore the money appertaining t, 
to the stranger ; who, heingchareed with the 
love of justice, and determiwd lot to be out-
done by them in point of generosity, divided The' 
sum .in question among the poorer sort of the 
inhabitants. 	The clerk of the papers, on learn- 
ing this anecdote, immediatelymade his appear-
ance, and offered, for five hundred pounds, de-
livered beforehand, to accommodate him with 
a small house, situate within the rules, dur-
ino. the whole period of his .confinement ; but 
as the payment of a weekly sum was preferred, 

b2 

   
  



4 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	1  777. , 
the negociation was instantly concluded on that 
basis.  

No sooner was he settled in comfortable apart-
ments, without the walls of the prison, than Mr. 
Horne received visits from all his friends,-pa '- 
ticularly the aldermen Oliver, Tolciind, • 	1 
Sawbridge ; 	together with 	sir John frrrnard 
and Mr. Tooke. 	These, and several others, soon 
after instituted a weekly' meeting tt a neigh-
bouring tavern 4(' ; a circumstance, which gave 
birth, perhaps, to the Sunday dinners, at -Wim- 
bledon, 	many, years after. 	Be this as it may, 
Wednesday was the day now fixed upon ; and, 
on that occasion, the prisoner, who, hitherto, 

- d either wholly abstained from wine, or, at 
, part 	'fit with scrupulous moderation, 
to i 	 elf with a few glasses. 	In 

r 	.equ ric 	he constantly found him- 

	

.04(41 	 bet 	r, d 	le next and suceeedino‘b  day ; - 

	

klk 	
i 

 
r N 	'11 	nis 	ealth 	regularly declined until 

• the pen° 	al.re 	rn of the feast. 	In short, by 
this time, it was discovered that lie had got the 
jail-distemper, which uniforinlv abated with the 
use of claret ; and  .on ascertaining this fact, he 
daily recurred to that pleasant but delusive beye- 

*  The Dog and Duck,  in St. George's Fields. 	' 

   
  



I 777. 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	5 

rage, which cured him completely of the slow 
fever just alluded to. 	But, on the other hand, 
there is reason to suppose, that it implanted, or 
rather developed another disease, to the full as 
diagreeahle: this proved to be the gout, with 
vhich he was occasionally afflicted ever. after, 
fl ) 	this period, until the day of his death. 

In 	le mean time, Mr. Horne vas treated 
with great civility by the marshal, the officer to 
whom is confided the superintendence of the 
prison ; and he was accustomed to relate, that, 
on being summoned to attend a trial at Read- 
ing, 	in Berkshire, it was 	hinted to him, by 
one in 	authority, " that he 	need not hurry. 
himself, either going or returning." 	Instead of 
being troubled with a tipstaff for his compa-
nion, with a view to his personal comfort, his 
own servant was entrusted with the custotly 
his master ; and, in short, evT,Siiing was done' 
for his accommodation, that 4itld possibly be • 4  
wished for. 	On receiving his atructions, he 
accordingly crossed the river, and repaired in a 
post-chaise to Breutford ; whence, after spend-
ing a few days, in a very pleasant manner, in 
company with his quondam parishioners, he set 
out for the'place of his destination. 	Thus this 
journey, instead of being performed, as in ordi-
nary cases, under the inspection and' control of: 

   
  



6 	LIFE OFD  JOHN HORNE TOOXE. 	1777, 
an officer of. the court, was converted into an 
excursion for health and pleasure ; and, after 
the lapse of a 'considerable time, he returned, 
as he went, at his own leisure. 	• 

It was at this precise period, that the nor 
woman, who had given a night's lodging to'hip ' 
when a school-boy, being- attracted by-‘11i; ,,f-- 

.- 	° ̀44,1  pUtation, waited on, and solicited his assistance. 

' 

She had become both old and wretched, and 
had a long pitiful tale to relate, of a husband's 
death, and the beggary and dispersion of her 
little family. 	These incidents of domestic woe 
were not narrated in vain ; for be immediately 
presented 	his 	former 	hostess with 	a 	small 
sum 	to 	relieve 	her 	present 	necessities, and 
settled on her, at the same tune, an annuity 

-of- ten-poudsy-which-rwas regularly paid until 
her death. 
tLuil"Aleanwhi6 ;lc mac

J
ilt of life glided quickly 

.!tlong, and thf, term for the expiration of his 
imprisommengki was now 1  at hand. 	Accordingly, 
at the end of twelve months, he paid his fine of 
two hundred pounds, and found two securities 
for his good behaviour, during a'couple of years. 
On adding the sum in which he was mulcted, to 
that which he bad expended, he was accustomed 
to calculate the whole at twelve hundred pounds; 
.--- no trifling loss for a man in his situation of 

   
  



1777. 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOONE. 	7 
life, but one 'at which he was never once heard 
to repine.  

While a pisoner in the King's Bench, Mr. 
Home did not entirely resign himself to the 
pleasures of society and 	his newly acquired 
r lish 	1.6'r wine. 	On the contrary, 	he dedi- 
• cd much of his time to study and retirement.. 

As -lie deemed Lis sentence both unjust and il-
legal, in 1771, while still detained by its Opera-
tion, .he addressed a letter to Mr. Dunning, 
" which," to adopt his own language, " though. 
published, was not written on the spur of the 
occasion. 	The substance of that letter, and of 
all that I have further to communicate on the 
subject of language, has been amongst the loose 
papers in my closet now upwards of tw;enty 
years; and would probably have remained there 
twenty years longer; and have beenfinally con) 
signed with myself to oblivikni.,N if I had nd/t 
been made the miserable victit 	of two prepl- 
(vitioni and a coqunction. 

The officiating priests, indeed ', were them.- 

.* " The present lord chancellor, lord Thurlow.
. 	. 

" The two present chief justices, 	lord Mansfield and sir 
.1ti noes Eyre. 	 i 

" Judge Buller. 
" The late attorney-general, Mr. 'Wallace. 	i 	61 
" The 	late solicitor-general, 	sir J. Mansfield, 	now chief 

justice of the common pleas; and 
" Mr. Bearcroft, afterwards chief justice of Chester." 

   
  



LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	1777. 

• selves of rank and eminence sufficient to dig- 
nify  and grace my fall. 	But that the conju9,c-
tiOn THAT, and the prepositions of and coN- 
CERNING, words which have hitherto been held 
to have NO meaning, should be made the abject 
instrufnents of my civil extinction, (tbr,ofueh:.w s 	. 
the intention, 	and such has been tht.tco 
(pence of my prosecution,) appeared to. -"Apo--
make my exit from civil life as degrading  as if 
I bad been brained by a lady's fan. 	For man-
kind in general are not sufficiently aware, that 
words, without meaning; or of equivocal mean-
ing, are the 'everlasting engines of fraud and 
injustice; and that the griial gribber of West-
minster Hall, is a more fertile, and a much 
mote formidable source of imposture than the 

711T/in< 	bra  of magicians. 
\i„...2 t ton  a  fwitiomioulds he, " made by Inc, 

I 	arrest: of J'idi4f -ni.n., 	in the 	court 	of King's 
&rich, in tiftVear04-77, the chief justice ad-e ' 

_jouructl-Cte (L'ciA m: and instead of arguments 
on the 'merits of Illy objection, (which, hmVever, 
by a. side wind, were falSely represented -by him 
asmerely literalflaws,)  decided that precedents, 
might be brought by the attorney-general on a 
futuriay. 	None were, however, adduced, but 
by the chief justice himself; who indeed pro- 
duced two. 	(Thereby depriving me of the op-
portunity of combatit$' the precedents and their 

IIII 

   
  



1777. 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	9 
application, which I should have bad, if they 
"bad' been 	produced by the 	attorney-general.) 
And *on the strength pf these two precedents 
alone (forgetting his own description 'and dis-, 
tinetion of the crime to the jury) he decided 
a ainst me.  

" I say, on the strength of these two prece- 
dents alone. 	For the gross perversion and mis-
application of the technical term de bene esse, 
was merely pour eblotilr, to introduce the pro-
ceedings on the trial, and to divert the attention 
fi.orn the 	 in 	 the only point 	question 	suffi- 

	

ciency of the charge in the record. 	And I can- 
not believe that any man breathing, (except lord 
Mansfield,) either in the profession or out of it, 
will think it an argument agaitist the A-alidity of 
my objection ; that it was brought forward only 
by myself, and had not been alledged before for 
the learned counsel for the prinitxs. 	This, hoc,- 
ever, I can truly, tell his lords ' 	-that the most 
learned of them all, ,(absit invt 	,) llr. I.ran- 
ping, was not aware of the obj iLion when I 
first mentioned it to him,. and that' to would not 
believe the information could be rho defective in 
all its counts, till I produvd to bitn an office 
copy. 	: 

46  Strange as it may appear! 	one of those.  
precedents was merely imagined hy the chief 

   
  



10 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	1777. 

justice, but never really existed. 	And the other 
(through ignorance , of the 	meaning 	of the 
conjunction THAT) had never been truly under- 
stbod; 	neither by the counsel, who originally 
took the exception, nor perhaps by the judges , --,-- who made the decision, nor by the retOrter it.  
it, nor by the present chief justice, who gaol td ..—  
and misapplied it. 

" Perhaps it may make my readers smile;  
but t mention it as a further instance of the im-
portance of the inquiry into the meaning of 
words ;—tbat in the decision of the judges in 
the house lords, the chief justice De Grey (who 
found OF and CONCERNING so comprehensive, 
clear,;  and definite) began by declaring that—. 
,the'word 'certainty (which the law requires in tln 

,'geseription
.,  oe crimes) is as indefinite (that is as 

uncertain) 	a', any word that .could he used. 
h ,Nroir4  though wri4inty is so very uncertain, we. 

must supposetiV word libel to be very definite; ...‘lt .,, 
and yst....ie 1 ,fpre called upon for an equivalent 
term, I bsclic,v 1 could not find in our language 
any word more poplarly opposite than calumny ;  
which is clefine,d'hy Cicero, in his Offices, to be 
" callida et inalitiosa juris interpretatio 40." 

The letter to his friend, Mr. Dunning, after- 

Advertisemept to chap. vi of EITEA ITTEPOtNTA. 

   
  



1778. 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	11 

wards lord Ashburton, is dated " King's Bench 
prison, April 21, 1778," and must be allowed 
to ' display ,Uncommon ingenuity and research. 
The whole of it is occupied in a critical exami-
nation of the information, in the case of the 
kin 	and Linde!), which had been quoted as a 
preiedent against him. 	He endeavours to prove 
-"NI. Ina the averment*, said to be omitted, was not 

only 	substantially, 	but literally made. 	.From 
this 	seemingly barren 	field, 	was 	afterwards 
reaped a noble harvest, in the " Diversions of 
Purley," of which this tract forms four distinct 
chapters. 	. 	. 

At the expiration of the period assigned by 
his sentence for imprisonment, Mr. Horne, as 
has been already stated, paid his fine, and found 
sureties for good behaviour during two years. ., 
The latter circumstance was considered by hint . 
as the hardest, as well as the mkt delicate part 
of the judgment; fur his bosom , II burned with 

Jos. 
* ,, The exception taken. was; that it 	, littilt sitively 

averred that Crooke was.indicted; it was 	, laid that she 	. 
sciens, that Crooke, •had been indicted an 	was to be tried 
for forgery, did so and so." 

. 	" She knowing that Crooke had been in ibted for forgery, 
did so and so." 

That is literally thus: 
" Crooke had been indicted for forgery"—(there is the 

averment.  literally made)---" She 'knowing that, did so and 
so,'3 

   
  



• • ' 	12 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	1778. 

unquenchable zeal and never-dying re;entinent. 
Like the martyrs of the primitive church, he 
cherished his opinions with renewej ardour, in 
consequence of the persecutions he 	had 	en 
(lured; and, with the heroes-  of  * the croisades, 
he was still 'heady to encounter, 	and,e.u.:n•-to ex•-- 
tirpate, if possibleit  those infidels who Wert..4.)s- 
tile to his faith. 	•  

The various pursuits in which.  this gentleman 
had hitherto been-  uninterruptedly occupied have 
been already detailed. 	He had now attained 
the meridian of life, and could no.  longer be 
termed a young .man. 	Some portion of his 
day% had been spent gaily, and, 	most likely, 
happily also, in foreign . countries; and in 	his 
cure at Bycntford 	 at least, if not 

,
tranquillity 

wealth, was wt. 	'Tll:reach. • But of late he . 
had VerilliFf:d agai ,. 	the " trouhlous ocean" 
of` 61ilical 5tiA, 	ad been shipwrecked in 
a 01 ' 	itavin'n• , akin( ruled his own-profession, 

• anlItlyas 	1 l to die sought after, 'and he had - 
;now arriYedAt that -  ill )- age of existence when all 
1 	)iher Pii!sions 	, 

':anbiticli 
rally begin to retire, and 

tcise  an undivided domi: 
Mon over the human )coast. . 

At 	this 	period, 	however, 	riches 	did 	not 
abound. 	The expenses of three trials, and an 
imprisonment of some duration, 	had greatly. 

   
  



1779. 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	13 
I 

diminished, his fortune, and, 	to complete the 
whole, be vas now, at the age of forty-three, 
for the first time, attacked by disease. 

This malady proved to be one, usually more 
%painful than dangerous, . and therefore eiposing 
the patient rather to the jokes, than• entitling 
J.-line:10 the compassion of his best friends. 	The 
first fit, which proved uncommonly severe, oc-
curred'in 1779, and was supposed by himself 
to have been produced by drinking red wine, 
while residing within the precincts of the King's 
Bench. 	But, whatever might be the predis- 
posing cause, there is every reason to presume it 
completely 	falsified the proverb, 	" that gout 
and riches go together." 

Immediately on his recovery, he determined 
to- fulfil the promise recently made to himself' 
and-his friends. 	He had alreatey kept the ne-* 
cessary number of terms, whioh were, indeed, / 
gratuitously lessened to him, a,  a graduateppf 
the rank of master of arts; and n 	1 4 	w re- 
mained but to order his wig and 	wn, pay the 

t 

usual fees into the hands of the tr asurer of the 
Inner Temple, and invit 	his cm panioni to an .. 
entertainmenton 	the occasion. 	Every thing " 
was 	accordingly 	prepared. 	Several 	eminent. 
attornies had voluntarily promised him briefs; 
and the whole profession considered a man so 

   
  



14 	LIFE OF J01-11N nORNE TOOKE. 	1771). 
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richly gifted, both by nature and education, as 
eminently qualified to do ample justice to 	their 
clients. 	 . 

But while his friends were thus felicitating 
him, on the prospect of approaching wealth and 
honours, ,  a plan was actually formed •On the 
part of his opponents, to deprive him dr' the 
means of procuring a livelihood by his talents. 
On applying for a call, 	in 1.779, 	instead of .  

. 	granting this request, 	with the usual facility, 
the benchers affected to demur, and actually 
withheld their assent to the name of " John 
Horne," 	at' the same time permitting all the 
other candidates to become barristers without 

'the least objection. 	On being desired to explain, 
they expressed their doubts as to the eligibility 
o 	,a,,,,ge 	question. 	They could not 

,e-anv thil 	his character, for it was . 
, respect:Ale; 	• his station, 	for it was cre- 

fi 

(11tblc ; again 	o' 	ucation, for he had aspired 
./ to afictt riiix., the 	onours of his college.; or 

against 1iis 4 1.‘nts, 	as these were allowed to be 
eminent, 	ani., 	 indeed, constituted 	the. sole 	dis- 
c qualification. '-Tilis lilt circumstance is said to 
have created 'a mean jealousy on the part of 
some practising lawyers,, who were afraid of 
being , eclipsed by a new .competitor; hut the 
chief opposition sprung from another quarter: 

   
  



1779- 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	lb 

his politics were 'avowedly unfriendly to those 
in power, and he had already successfully op- 
posed certain principles of law, as laid down by 
lord chief justice Mansfield. 	'To have 'repaired 
to the court of King's Bench, not in the cha-
racter of a raw and unfledged counsel, attending 
fix, his turn to make a motion of course; but as 
an 	adult 	and 	able 	practitioner, 	descending 
into the. forum, like Minerva from the head of 
Jupiter, 	armed and 	prepared 	for the com- 
bat, was too much to be borne, by this cele-
brated and able, but timid and resentful judge. 

The chief„ difficulty, howeVer, was where to 
find 	a 	colourable 	objection? 	There 	were 
some instances, of denying a call, and a noted 
precedent actually occurred about this period., 
in the person of Mr. Mnrphy, who wa, refused—\ 
by one inn of court, because he hotd been a come- 
dian* , while Mr. Horne was ?IF rejected by 
another, because it was doubtfuNt, notwithsta911-
ing his resignation, whether he .  14-1ibregfill a 
clergyman? 

To comprehend the present spect, it may 

• Mr. Murphy himself stated this fact to me, knd added, 
that, after arresting the treasurer for the fees, he enTered him-
self of another society, and was called through the influence 
of lord Mansfield, %%ho overruled so " frivolous an objection," 
as that of haying been on the stage. 

   
  



16 	•LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOIKE. 	rt7g. 

. be here necessary to recur to an early portion of 
our history, and thus exhibit the question of eli- 
gibility, 	in its various bearings and relations: 
In former times, the clergy engrossed nearly all 
the learning in the nation, and were accordingly 
far better qualified than the laity for both ec- 
clesiastical and legal pursuits. 	The bishop in=  
deed, presided in.conjunction with the conics, or 
earl, 	in the county court, 	and thus, 	besides 
taking care of the interests of his own order, 
conferred 	additional 	dignity 	and skill on the 
decisions of that tribunal. 	The inferior clergy, 
at the 	same time, 	appear to have practised 
with great success in the municipal tribunals 
and as theolor,  c lad sharpened their wits, and 

their understandings, 	it is 
. .to find that clients should 

their services, and flock to 
to mcii less qualified for fo- 

v 	. . 
• ,, ir perhaps zo?firtunate dis- 

nan 	code, 	at 	Amalfi, , in 
great change in 	the insti- 

'I 	every country in Europe. — 
The 	dignified clergy of that (14 immediately 
perceived how advantageous 	the adoption of 
the Le.  gulations of 	Justinian would prove to 
them ; and the popes, who then pretended to 

. 	r 
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dispose 	of the throne 	of the 	Cmsars, were 
eager to support the arbitrary edicts of empe= 
rors, who, 	like themselves, 	affected to think, 
that both their persons and their reseripts were 
inviolable. 	. 

The neighbouring comities cheerfully sub- • 
anted to the change, and thus engrafted sla-
very and the civil law on that even-handed 
gothic jurisprudence, which had ensured freedom. 
to all the northern nations. 

But the sturdy spirit of the English ,  barons 
would not permit them to submit; and, during 
the reign 	of king Stephen, many severe, ' but 

• salutary statutes, were passed against these si- 
nistrous innovations. 	On this, the 	reigning . 
pontiff, perceiving that 	it 	would be

.
3....workl--- 

of time to subdue the contumacy -za a bold 
and haughty aristocracy, in order to throw dis-
credit on their municipannstitu‘s, inhibited 

• the bishops 	from 	assisting 	in 	tlia— ceidy 
courts, 	and the. clergy 	from prhtising any 
where but before an ecclesiastical 	rihunal. — 
The prelates obeyed, but the inferibr members.  
of the priesthood could not be so easily in-
duced to relinquish the advantages of a lucra- 
tive profession .. 	They accordingly repaired to 
the common la* courts in disguise ; 	for, to 
avoid giving scandal by their contumacy, they 

VOL. 11. 	 C 
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concealed 	the ecclesiastical tonsure, which de- 
signated 	their 	order, 	by means of 	a black 
patch, or coif; which is still placed on the back 
of their wigs at the present day, by all who have 
attained] the dignity of a serjept. 	Thus many 
of the clergy still continued, for ages, to prac-
tise as before ; and they have never he'en suite 
prohibited by statute. 

Irowever, 	notwithstanding this, the 	applica- 
tion of Mr. Horne was at length negatived, al-
though the decision (lid not take place without 
some debate, and was not; even 	then, unani- 
mous ; several of the butchers were ashamed of 

majority; 	and one, 	still 
:pressed his regret at the 

n that occasion. 	But as 
case did not prove final., 

snot a man to be appal--
les, he ,determined to try 
me. Accordingly, after al- 
to elapse, that party-lleatfi  

1 Reason resume her throne 

;. 	amber of the Inner Tern- 
I) 	• 	 . 	claims by means of a se- 
cond 	petition. 	his appears .to have been at- 
tended with considerable effect. 	It was asked; 
if the injunctions 	of an ecclesiastical tribunal 
to ab3tain from secular employment, were bind- 
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ing ? 	If, from the period of the reformation 
up to that day, such a question had ever before 
been raised ? 	And whether it would have been 
now agitated in the case of any other man in 
the kingdom ? 	It was further demanded, if the 
profession 	of a priest was, 	alone, indelible ? 	' 
whether a clergyman, in full orders, cannot be 
secularized ? and • if illt. 	Horne, by giving -up 
his preferment, did not actually become a lay-

.  man )  
On this occasion, the numbers on both sides 

were nearly equal— the question having .been 
finally decided in the negative, by the cast-
ing vote, of Mr. Bearcroft, a king's counsel, and 
either then, or soon after, appointed chief jus

a. 
 

tice of Chester. 
Thus, by a single unit, was Kluded from 

all the 	advantages of the profeision, . a man 
who was calculated, both by natulre and edu,91-
tion, to be an ornament to the bar, I trti terrave 
added lustre to the bench itself. 	An appeal, 
indeed, 	might still 	have been 	mfa2de 	to the 
judges, 	and finally to 	parliamedt ; 	but Mr. 
Horne entertained little or no prospect of sue-
cess, for although his cause was good, his ene- 
mies were numerous as well as powerful. 	In .  
short, he appears to ' have been selected as a 
victim to party-rage ; and the very same pre- 

C 2 
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texts now used to preclude him from practising 
as a barrister at Westminster, were employed, 
more than twenty years after, to prevent hint 
front continuing to sit as a senator in St.Stephen's 
chapel. 

The refusal to admit hint to his gown, was 
a cruel and severe blow. 	Indeed it was struck 
at a vital part ; and, I am persuaded, contri- 
buted not a little 	to 	sour and embitter the 
remaining portion 	of his 1:1e. 	While treating, 
at a latter period,1 of the " article and interjec-
tion," he elucidates his remarks on Mr. Harris's 

- 	 to the 	conduct 	of 	the 
Temple : " who,having first 
one profession," 	says he, 
f 	expectation, 	have very 
its place to me by the 71Pgtt- 

Horne was thus lost to the 
o his country. 	The Ame- 

with 	unabated violence, 
I not 	only shaken oil' the 

. 	, 	heir independence, but in- 
voked the assistance of the house of Bourbon. 
The court of Versailles, humbled by the peace 
or 1763, and wounded still more deeply by the 
effects of the antecedent war, seized this oppor-
tunity to avenge the national di,grace, and, in 

   
  



1780. 	LIFE OF JOHN IIORNE TOOKE. 	9.I 

i a short, time after, was joined by both Spain 
and Holland. 	By rendering that contest unpo- 
pular, 'which he already deemed unjust, the sub- 
ject of this memoir thought 	he would be able 
to shorten its duration, 	and avert its calamities. 
Accordingly, 	in 1780, in conjunction with the 
celebrated Dr. Price, he published a pamphlet, 
entitled, " Facts," addressed to the landholders, 
stockholders, merchants, &c. of Great Britain 
and Ireland *. 	It contains a keen mid elaborate 
review of the principal acts of lord North's ad-
ministration ; and I am enabled to state, from 
a manuscript note, penn6d soon after an inter-
view with the editor, that the whole of the se- 

. cond and eighth chapters, which relate chiefly 
to finance, with the exception 	of the note t4. 
page In, were written by Dr. Riejar43-1?tkC; 

' 	The following introduction, to the nation at 
large, will readily point out its author ;— I 

" Fellow countrymen ! 

, " It was only by the death ' of one  king, 
and the expulsion of another, by a long train of 
cruel civil wars, and a deluge of the best blood 

''' It was printed for .t. Johnson and J. 	Almon. 	The 
motto is, .i Ubi dolor ihi dig/ens;" 	and the eighth edition of 
this scarce tiaet is now before me, 	in ennF o 	of the  
kindwsi Qt.  T, Holt White, t'sq. of Chase Lodge, near Ea. 
lipid, Midil!esen. 
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in the country, 	that our 	ancestors 	could, at 
length, obtain from prerogative, that the judges 

, 	(who.onily declare the law) should no longer be 
under the corrupt influence and 	of the 
crown. 	And, though 'costly, they thought the 
purchase wisely made. 

" What is now our struggle ? 	 . 
' " That those who make the laws shall no 

longer be prostituted to infamous and sordid 
gains ; that the legislature 	itself may be res- 
cued from temptations which flesh and blood 
cannot withstand. 

"The violence of prerogative diverted the 
streams of justice, and 	diverted the course of 
them from their 	natural 	and ordinary chap- 

hand of violence was taken / f. 	• 	 0 	1 	e 
• of prerogative was removed, 

ear, and purer than before. 
of parliament is not merely 

urse, it is a poisoning of the 
din -head. 

" The integrity of parliament, it has been ob- 
served, is the key-stone that keeps the whole to- 
gether. 	If this be shaken, our constitution tot- 
ters : if it be quite 	removed, our constitution 
falls into ruin. 	 . 

" Is it, then, only shaken ? 
" Is it not quite removed ? 
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" Have not three• or four hundred mercena-
ries, in the two houses, Already effected, against 
the property and liberties of this country, what' 
ten times as many thousands, out of them, would ' 
have attempted in vaiit ? 

" Our ancestors have shut up, with all the 
bats and 	bolts 	of law, the principal 	entries 
through which 'prerogative could burst in upon 
us. 	It 	is ours to 	close the avenue 	of cor- 
ruption, 	through which. the 	influence 	(if the 
erown 11 OW ' threatewi our final ruin. 

" To direct your attention to the true .sourt,,e 
of '111. our evils, and to the only means 	of oi;17 
salvation, it is thought proper to lay before you 
the three following motions i, accompanied with 
same notorious and 'incontestable FActs,. whiely , 
admit neither of denial nor of pallialipir; t'''"n7a4". 
which, whilst they evidence the ii.juaice of. our 
complaints, and the intolerable enormity of our 
gTievances, do, at the same time; point Out 110 th the 

-de .” . necessity and means ()fa thorough reformatton. 
This work v.as originally written at the:desire, 

. 	 - 	• 	. 	. 
* .1. The motion of the dui(e of Richmond, in the holOt 

of loide, Dec. 7, 1170, foe the rednetion of the civil iist, 
2. 'The motion 	of the earl 	of Shelburne, Dec,. 15, 177, gp 

a 9; ainst, extraordinaries ; 	' 	 • ,. 
And, 3. of the earl of Siielharne, Feb. 8 	17 -10 	for an el.:4.-, 

Initiation into the public itlipenditure. 
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or, at least, with the privity and concurrence of the 
first marquis of Lansdowne, then earl of Shel-
burne, who had taken a decided part against the 
ministry, during this contest with that nobleman, 
Mr. Horne had lately renewed his intercourse, 
visiting 	frequently, and 	conversing with him 
unreservedly, relative to all the occurrences of 
the times. 	But when the volume in question 
was 	finished and prepared for the press, his 
lordship suddenly altered his mind, and request- 
ed it Might not be printed. 	The author, how- 
ever, refused to comply; 	and 	these " Facts" 
soon attracted so much attention as to ensure a 
very rapid and extensive circulation. 	By expos- 
ing the errors, 	pointing out the itnpolicy, and 

Is 	of the system then pur- 
ntributed not a little to pro-. 
Pet, and, consequently, to 
c premier or that day. 	But 
nquished were reserved for 

	

. 	, 	. 	•4 h the subject of this memoir 
had 	suffered 	in 	the common cause, 	yet he 
reaped none of the advantages resulting front 
the victory. 

No sooner did the American war draw to-
wards a conclusion, than 31r. Horne determined 
to 	leave 	his 	rural residence, 	in the 	vicinity 
of Brenftord, in search of new SUMS*  and em- 
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ployments. 	His active and enterprising mind 
panted after occupation ; and he determined, 
at this period, to apply both his mental and 
his 	bodily powers to a 	favourite 	and 	inte- 
resting object. 	Agriculture 	had always been 
cherished by him as a useful and a liberal sci-
ence, and now was the period, when political 
disputes had ceased in some measure to influ-
ence his conduct, that he resolved to indulge 
his former propensity. 

He accordingly purchased a small estate from. 
the 	rev. Mr. Perry, situate at 	Witton, near 
linutingdon, and expended a emisiderable"sum 
in its improvement. W bile the nation was already 
anticipating the pleasing hope of cultivating the 
arts of peace, and extending its commerce and ma- . 
nufactures to the most distant portions oflite•ka-
bitable globe, he busied himself. tiT draining his 
farm, in introducing the meliorating grasses, in 
rearing cabbages for his cattle, and in managing 
his corn-lands, according to the best prinTples 
of drill husbandry, 	Not content with imitating 
the usual routine pursued by the, followers of Je-
thro Tull, he himself determined to institute a 
course of experiments ; and 50111C new as well 
as interesting theory perhaps might have been 
broached, or his little fortune, 'now somewhat 
Augmented by the recent sale of his living and 
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a bequest from his father, wholly expended, had 
not a most formidable disease intervened. 	' 

The malady with which he was afflicted, while 
a resident in the county of limns, proved ex-
actly the same as what he bad before expe-
rienced during his stay in Kent,—an ague, pecu-
liarly violent and acute, which suddenly blighted 
his prospects of agricultural wealth and renown, 
and rendered a speedy retreat absolutely neces- 
sary. 	Luckily for him, the gentleman 	from 
whom he had bdught the house and land, re-
turned about this period from the continent, and 
being attached to the spot, and delighted with 
the recent improvements, he determined to re- 
purchase the estate ; 	an event which soon af- 

mutual satisfaction of 

immediately repaired to 'N c . 
'erect his former health 
,pal, ho was of course 

I government, and could 
'no 	e,' i • y 	- 	ate the mechanism of that 
powerfnl but complex machine, by means'of 
which, the inhabitants of a free country are go-
verned nearly with the same facility as the indi- 
yiduals of a, great family. 	Here, too, he ap- 
proximated the sources of political intrigue, and 
could more readily trace the current of opinion 
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to the fountain head.' . Those stationed at a 
• distance, may, indeed, behold. the motions of the 	• • 
puppets of the day; throUgh the false and too 
frequently polluted medium of a newspaper; 
but such as sit nearer to the stage, will sometimes 	. 
obtain a peep behind the curtain, and detect the 
wires by which they are worked. 	Books., too, . 	. 
of every kind and description, are alsomore easily 
obtained within the preciiicts of a metropolis ; 
while men, who carry whole- libraries in their 
heads, are there only to he met with.. The press, 
also, always considered by 'our author as a great 
lever, by means of which the minds of mankind, 
and consequently the fortunes of an empire, can 
be wielded, was now within his reach ; and 
be could daily see and converse with his friends, 
who were no longer reduced to the 'necessity, of 
Jumbling over th9 broken pavement of old 
Brcntford, or driving across the marshes of 
Huntingdonshire; to procure an interview. 	Nor 
was he averse to a proximity to 'the two he ases 
of parliament, the debates in which he often 
listened to' with an uncommon degree: of atten-
tion, while he repeated the arguments used both' 
by ministers and opposition with luY:iftlinary 
portion of ability : he was accustoms di: at the 
same time, 	to comment 	on the priv'ate Igo-.  
tives of each party, with his usual acumen ; und`, 
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penetrating the political mist with which the 
respective combatants were in 	sonic 	measure 
shrouded from the eyes of, the multitude, be 
would brandish his Miltonic spear, and, Abdiel-
like, disclose the toad, inflated With corruption, 
that had assumed the godlike hue and form of a 
patriot, seemingly panting for the happiness, 
prosperity, and liberties of his country. 

It was at thisk  period, that Mr. Horne hired 
. and furnished a house in Richmond Buildings, 

Dean Srect, Soho. 	Here, he received and en- 
tertained his friends with his usual good humour 
and hospitality. 	Here, too, he first enjoyed the 
satisfaction of beholding a young lady, called 
Mary, who proved to be nearly related to him, 
under his roof, during the holidays : she was 
thon a child, and had been placed at a respect-
able boarding-'school, at a little distance from 
'town. 	The party was Afterwards augmented by 
her younger sister, Charlotte : . they will probably 
be Aentioned hereafter)  under the name of the 
miss Hartes. 

About this period, Mr. Horne renewed his 
• intercourse with his old friend Mr. Tooke, and 
passed much of his time, at the seat of that 

' gentleman, at Purley. 	He was attached to the 
possessor, from ti variety of motives ; he de- 
Righted in the rides and %valks around his man- 
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sion, which, by its proximity to London, was, of 
course, easy of access, lieing within the reach of 
daily, and, if necessary, of almost hourly com- 
munication. - Here 	be 	was 	accustomed . to 
spend a month or six weeks at a time, and 
constantly passed the greater part of the morn- 

• ing on horseback. 	At dinner, the 'conversa-
tion was free, easy, and familiar, exhibiting, 
" the social 	converse, and the flow of sou',". 
for which• he had always been so eminent : the 
amusements of the evening were occasionally 
'Varied with piquet;  and the Mind was •thus 
agreeably relaxed, from the embarrassing en- 
gagements and perplexing cares to which a resi-
dence in a great metropolis is so frequently sub- 
jected. 	" Politics and compliments," he was 
accustomed to say, " are strangers here ; we al-
ways put them of when we put on 'our boots, 
and leave them behind, in their proper atmo- 
sphere, the smoke of London." • 	, 

• It was at this time, too, that In became a 
member of the " Speculative Society ;" the sok 
object of whir' was philosophical and literary 
investigation. 	Daring One of the discussions 
that took place there, le first saw, heard, and. 
wished to become acquainted with, sir James 
Mackintosh., An introduction was, of course, 
readily effected, by means of a common friend ; 
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and, at the conclusion of:the debate, 110 car:A 
part of the company home to Richmond Build-
lugs, and treated them with a supper and cham- 
pagne. 	I have lately heard the able and ami- 
able ex-recorder of Bombay dwell with raptures 
on his entertainments at that period, and de-
scribe them in classic and 'appropriate language, 
as the 	. 

" Noctes ctenwque Deorum." 

The memorable events. that occurred towards 
the  close of the colonial contest, appeared to 
present a favourable opportunity to Mr. Horne, 
and all those with whoni he was connected in 
politics, to achieve the grand Object "of their as- 
sociation. 	Lord North was now tottering on 
the brin1 	of destruction ; and the means 'by 
which lie had eonducted a bloody, ruinous, and 
expensive 	wt.,‘.,ir1 notorious opposition to the 
Wishes of the people, had become a subject not 
only of investigation but reproach. 	This, there- 
fore; was deethed a propitious moment for effecting 
a grand national object, intimately connected not 
only with the representation, hut also with the 
revenues and liberties of this country. 	The Im- 

:. 

Miliation incident to an unfortunate war,' the 
murmurs of the people, the distresses of the ma- . 
nnfacturers, and the unpopularity of the nit- . 
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nistry, all tended to inspire hope. 	Fortunately, 
too, the cause was advocated by Mr. 'William 
Pitt; and the splendid talents;  and plighted 
faith of this youthful orator, together' With the • , 	. 
general.bias of the nation, seethed to render suc- 
cess pipbable, if not certain,' at no, very distant , period. 	.. 

The idea of ainending, by restoring the con-
stitution to its first principles, is of no very re- 
Mote origin, having been first conceived within 
the last half century. 	We do not hear of any 
complaints of an ineflicientrepresentation dur-
ing the dispute4 between Charles I and his sub-
jects ; there is not a single 'allusion of this kind 
in the Petition of Rights, or in the Act of Set- 
tlement. 	No trace of it indeed is to.  be found 
anterior to the Present reign, when the • long 
contest with Mr. Wilkes, and the impolitic dis-
pute with the colonies, appear to have given 
birth, as well as strength and consistency, to 
this doctrine. 	'• 	. 
• The truth is,' that the crown'was formerly op- 

posed by the landed ,arigtocracil, who engrossed 
and exercised the elective friinchise in a manner 
not displeasing, and, consequently, not odious 
to the people. • The great cry, ,both before and 
even 'after' the civil war, was for 	" frequent", 
and " free parliaments ;',' frequent, because they 

   
  



32 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	1780. 

formed . a constant bulwark: against the °ppm- 
. sion of the executive power ; and free, that the 
members might be eAmpt from violence of all 
kinds in respect to their proceedings. 

In process of time, however, influence was 
substituted for force, and proved infinitely more 
successful. 	Notwithstanding the arts of Clif-
ford,. the supposed. father of modern corruption, 
during the ,time of Charles II, the parliaments' 
of that reign .  obtained many great and salutary 
advantages for.the community at large; and in 
the sx*ceeding one, by a singular union of Whigs 

. and tories, originating chiefly' n political prin-
ciples on the one side, and religious partialities 
on the other, the Revolution was at length hap- 
pily effected. 	 , 

This great event, however, did not produce 
any radical change in the 'constituticin of the: 
house olcoinnions, for no complaints appear to ,., 
havebeen then made on this subject; and the great 
grievance of that day, so frequently alluded to 
under the name of long parliaments, was fully 
and amply redressed by thd triennial act. 

... ' 
 

Alter the accession of George I, the existence 
' of a pretender to the throne, the alarm of an 
invasion, and some 'trifling symptoms of :popular 
disaffection, tarnished either the cause or the 4 

.pretext for reverting to practices worthy of times 
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less free and less fortunate. 	Accordingly, a. pro- 
ject of an extraordinary nature was formed, and. 
a house of commons, 'which had been elected 
only for three years, by 'joining in a vote for 
lengthening the duration of their own 'power, gave 
birth to the septennial act. 

But, although that measure occasioned many 
bold and serious remonstrances, the minority 
in parliament, and the people in general, appeat 
to have confined their complaints to this alone. 
Even 	during 	the long administration of sir 
Robert Walpole, we perceive the accusations of 
his adversaries strictly limited to the corruption 
of individuals; the abuse of the elective fran-
chise, by the return of members on the part of 
obscure and dependent boroughs, was not then 
urged as a general charge. against him; and. as 
for the demand of a transfer of representation, 
from decayed to new and populous towns, this 
could not possibly have been made, for Birming-
ham, Manchester, Leeds, and Wolverhampton, 
the creations of modern industry, were then but 
petty and insignificant hamlets. 

At length, the political disputes)  which took 
place during the early part of the present reign, 
gave birth to discussions of a new kind; and 
the idea of a 'reform in parliament, appears to 
have originated with the first earl of Chatham,. 

VOL. II. 
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who, in 1770,'expressed a wish, in the house of 
peers, ," that, 'instead of depriving a• county of 
its representatives, as in the case of Middlesex, 
'one or more meinbeis might be .added to the, 
representation 'of each, in order to operate as .1. 
balance, against the weight' of several venal and' 
corrupt bOroughs." 	This, however, happened 
to be mentioned 'incidentally, for it was not until 
six years after that a direct application to'this 
effect actually took place. Accordingly,' in 1776, 
Mr. alderman Wilkes moved, " th4t leave be 
given to bring in a bill, for a just and equal re-
presentation of the people of .  England in parlia- 
ment," 	which appears to have been then a 

. hopeless measure, as it was not pressed even 'to 
a divisiOn.  

In 17t32., this question, as has , been already 
observed, , was. renewed by Mr. William Pitt, 
who supported the plan sketched opt ,by his. 

• father, with 'a kind of hereditary enthusiasm;,,' 
' and, instead of dabbling' in wild, and' delusive;,, 
theories,' confined himself solely to plain and' 
practicable ineasures. 	 • 

Mr.. home, who had, always  admired. the 
energy, talents,: and statesman-like qualities, of 
the father, now devoted himself to 'the cause 
espoused by the son. 	his pen, iii; tongue,' his 
purse,- 'were all employed in forwarding this plan.' 
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of parliamentary reform. 	In private life, among 
his friends, his acquaintance, and even before 
strangers, 	he endeavoured to make converts. 
The press, as 'usual, was recurred to, for the 
pupose of diffusing his sentiments; the labours of 
the " Constitutional Society'' were regularly and 
uniformly directed to the same end; and in the 

' association, denominated the " Quintuple Al-
liance," be warmly and successfully advocated 
this cause. 

In 1782, be addressed a pamphlet on this 
subject to his friend Air. Dunning, now become 
lord Ashburton, a title which he well merited, 
on account of his great talents, his uniform at-
tachment to the constitution, and his many 
splendid virtues.  

It was entitled, " A Letter on Parliamentary 
Reform, containing the Sketch of a Plan." 	Ait, 
this critical period, sharp sighted and doubtful 
of events as he assuredly was, yet the subject of 
these memoirs appears to have been so far mis-
led by appearances, as actually to believe, " that 
we were on the eve of a peaceful revolution, 
more important than any which has happened 
since the settlement of our Saxon ancestors in 
this country; 	and which," it is added, "will 
convey, down to endless posterity all the bless-
ings of which political society is capable." 

n 2 
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On this, as on all similar occasions, the au-
thor .contends against universal suffrage, " as an 
improper and impracticable measure." 	In op-
position to the doctrine of his " virtuous and 
inestimable friend major Cartwright," who is 
here supposed to maintain that every man has 
a right to an equal share in the constitution, he 
asserts, " that there is • a very great diflefence 
between having an equal right to a. share, and 
a right to an equal share." 

" Justice and policy," says he, " require that 
benefit and burthen, that the share of power, 
and the share of contribution to that power, 

' should be as nearly proportioned as possible. 
If aristocracy 1611 have all power, they are ty- 
iants, and unjust to the people; - because aris-,  
tocracy alone does not bear the whole burthen. 
I f the smallest individual of the people contends 
to be equal in power to the greatest individual, 
he, too, is in his turn unjust in his demands; for.  
his burthen and contribution arc not equal. 

" Hitherto, any lord," continues he, "I have 
only argued against the equality: I shall now 
venture'to speak against the 'universality of re-
presentation, or of a share in the government; 
f©r the terms amount to the same. 

" Freedom and security ought surely to he 
equal and universal. 	But I am not at all b.ack- 
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ward to contend, that some of the Members of 
a society may be free and secure, without having 
a share in the government. 	The happiness, 
and freedom, and security of the whole, may 
even be advanced by. the exclusion of some, not 
from freedom, and security, but from a share in 
the government. 

" My lord, extreme ignorance; extreme selfish-
ness; (I mean that mistaken selfishness which 
excludes all public sense;} all these are just and. 
proper causes of exclusion from a share in the 
government, 	as well as extreme criminality, 
which is admitted to exclude; for thither they 
all tend, and there they frequently finish." 

According to the plan here propounded, Eng-
land andWales are to be divided into five hundred 
and thirteen districts, .each of which is to be en-
titled to choose one representative; so that the 
usual number of members shall be strictly ad- 
hered to. 	Every male inhabitant of Great Bri-
tain or hand, at the age of twenty-one years, 
and who, at the time of election, shall have beew 
rated for the space of the preceding year to the 
land-tax, or parish rates in England or Wales, at 
two pounds per amain, shall be entitled to vote for 
a representative of that district in which he is 
so rated.  

Each elector, at the time of giving his silt. 
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frage, shall pay into the hands of the presiding 
officer, two pounds two shillings. 

Each vote is to be taken in that parish, where 
the voter is rated; while elections shall be an-
nual, and at a certain time of the year. 

If tire . number -of persons voting in the dis- 
•trict shall fall short of.four thousand, then all 
persons in the said district, who are rated there-
in at twenty 'pounds per annum, or upwards, 
(and who have already voted), shall be entitled 
to give a second vote, paying again as before. 
And the same, in a similar case, with those 
rated at fifty pounds, one hundred pounds, two 
hundred pounds, &c., the lalt of which shall be 
entitled to give a fifth vote.'' 

Out of this "election levy" every represen-
tative shall, receive four laiindred pounds from 
the presiding officer of the respective district; 
the remainder shall be paid into the exchequer; 
and each deputy, before he is permitted to take 
his seat in-parliament, shall produce a voucher 
from the exchequer, for at least eight thousand 
pouu 	and for as much more (exclusive of 
four hundred pounds) as shall have been paid 
by the voters at his election.'l ". 	- 

Instead of being jealous of the legitimate pri-
vileges of the reigning princes, the author ob- 
serves, 	that ". the prerogative of the 	crown, 
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which is glorious to the monareh and beneficial 
to his subjects, they will phicejas it. ought to 
be placed) high, brilliant, 	and: independent.— 
A great weight at bottom can bear a great weight.  
at top."  

Such was the scheme proposed by our author; 
he, however, .displayed no obstinate attachment 
to it, for be afterwards most readily adopted the 
opinions of Mr. Pitt, and ingenuously preferred 
the plan of that gentleman to his own: 	We 
now find him, indeed, most cordially cooperating 
in all the measures. of that youthful statesman, 
whose accession to power was a subject dear to 
his hopes; for he fondly hailed that happy mo-
ment, as auspicious to the best interests of the 
empire. 	Neither the one nor the other was de-
sirous of making any rash or improvident expe-
riments, 

 
on a constitution contemplated by both 

as a master-piece of human wisdom; but, on the 
contrary, they were actuated solely by a gene-

. roes wish to restore a decrepid body-politic to 
. 	that original state of vigour, of which it had 

been bereaved by the innovating hand of time. 
The nation, too, was at this moment prepared 

for some great change, in consequence of recent 
events. 	A long, impolitic, and unfortunate War, 
had alarmed their pride. 	The useless expen- 
diture of so much blood and treasure, had opened 
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their eyes to the prospect of public calamity;  
and it was the fervent wish of all thinking and 
independent men, that some scheme of reform 
should be resorted to, in order. to prevent the 
recurrence of 	similar misfortunes. 	Meetings 
were accordingly held in various parts of the 
kingdom, for this purpose. 	Among those who 
distinguished themselves oh this occasion were, 
major 	Cartwright, 	who 	still 	survives ; 	Dr. 
Jebb, a "physician of great talentS and integrity, 
who has many years since closed his mortal ca-
reer ; Mr. Sheridan, who bad then begun to 
distinguish himself as an orator; and Mr. (now 
lord) Grey, whose enthusiasm 	in this 	cause, 
since he first tasted of power, seems to have 
subsided into cold indifference. 	After a decent 
delay, this party obtained new lustre from the 
wealth and dignity of lord Surrey, since become 
duke of Norfolk, as well as from the splendid 
abilities of Mr. Fox, then in the meridian of 
his reputation ; while the duke of Richmond, 
by his rank and talents, conferred additional 
credit on their proceedings. 

A regular scheme was now formed, for ob-
taining the aid and assistance of the whole na-: 
tion. 	Several counties, 	cities, and boroughs; 
actually nominated deputies'; 	and 	a conven7. 
tion was at length convoked, for the express 
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purpose of 	carrying so popular a plan into 
effect, 

On this occasion,* the corporation of London • 
'voted the use. of its guildhall, 	and the lord 
mayor was unanimously called .to the chair. -L- 
But the fervour of zeal was suffered to eva-
porate without producing any beneficial effect ; 
while the new doctrine of annual parliaments 
and universal suffrage, created a general alarm 
among the upper ranks of society. 

These notions were uniformly combated by 
Mr. Horne; who considered the latter as a spe- 
cious innovation, 	calculated to produce mis- 
chief alone. 	He could find no traces of such a 
project hi the constitution ; and deemed it at 
once, weak, impolitic, and insidious. 	He how- 
ever, continued to act as one of the delegates 
for the county of Surrey, and made use of all 
his influence, both at the Constitutional Society 
,and Quintuple Alliance, to support the propo-
sition of Mr. Pitt, beyond which he never ven- 
tured to proceed. 	 . 

But even after the cause had declined in the 
south,- the north 	caught 	the infection. 	The . , 
largest county in, England associated for the 
same purpose ;. and a number of geritlemen, of 
large fortunes and liberal views, having form-
ed themselves into a committee, elected a re- 
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spectable clergyman * of the church of Eng-
land to preside, and eagerly cherished the prin-
ciples of reform, while a probability of snccess 
remained. 	In Scotland, too, 	a short, .feeble, 
and ineffectual struggle to obtain the same ob-
ject, took place ; but in Ireland, where griev- 
ances, of all 	kinds, both civil 	and religious, 
then existed in abundance, a more vigorous and 
successful struggle ensued, 	which, 	after pro- . ducing a series of meliorations, in respect to 
the enlargement of trade, the freedom of public 
worship, 	and the extension 	of 	the 	elective 
franchise, at length happily tended to effect a 
union fitvourable to the best interests, and ab-
solutely necessary for the common safety of 
both kingdoms.  

Meanwhile, Mr. Horne, who had strenuously 
opposed the American war from its commence-
ment, and.suffered the penalties..of fine and im- 
prisonment 	on 	this 	account, , of course re- 
joiced to behold the conclusion of  that cala-
mitous contest, by a vote of the house of corn- . 
mons, on the 27th of February, 1782. 	In con- 
sequence of this popular resolve, the marquis:  
(?f Rockingham immediately became premier. 
One of the first measures of the new ministry 

The rev. Mr. Wyville. 
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was, to permit 	the odious resolutions respect- 
ing the Middlesex 'election, to be expunged from 
the journals of parliament, and Mr. Wilkes was 
at length enabled to congratulate his constitu-
ents " on the signal reparation that had now 
been obtained for their violated franchises, 	and 
the injuries they had sustained under the former 
administration."  

The sudden death, however, of the amiable 
and upright nobleman just alluded to, by giving 
full scope to the • individual 	ambition of the 
remaining leaders, 	produced 	fatal 	divisions 
among the whigs, and damped, at least, if it 
did not' extinguish, the hopes entertained by the 
nation on the subject of parliamentary reform. 
On this occasion Mr, Home, who never de-
spaired of the commonwealth, sided with the 
earl of Shelburne, and highly approved of the 
preliminary articles of peace with America signed 
soon after his nomination. He also rejoiced at the 
appointment of a youth of twenty-three years 
of age to the management of the finances, an 
office hitherto supposed to be alone compati-
ble with a mature judgment, aided by a tho-
rough knowledge of the commerce, agriculture, 
and resources of the nation. 	While others 
objected to the inexperience of Mr. Pitt, he re-
ferred to his talents, his candour, his ingenuous-, 
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ness, and 	angtired the happiest results 	from 
his labours. 	" As .to his youth," he was accus- 
tomed jocularly to remark, e‘ that was  the most 
pardonable of all possible transgressions, 	for, 
first, it was an'involnntary defect; and next, it 
was a fault that mended daily." 	- 

In 1782, Mr. Horne assumed the additional 
name ;of Tooke, by `which it may he proper to 
designate him - hereafter. 	That new 'appellation 
ivas manifestly adopted with the privity, 	and, . 
as I have always understood, at the particu-
lar request of a gentleman, whose heir he was 
now generally considered to be ; and this cir-
cumstance was, accordingly,. deemed .a public 
pledge of his intentions. 	 .  

I . have learned, from 	undoubted authority, 
that, about this time, be not only participated 
in . the confident, but .actually becathe the lite-
rary agent of the marquis of Lansdowne and 
Mr. Pitt. 	It has also been hinted to me, that 
he had an offer of an office of respectability un- 
der their administration. 	Certain it is,. that he 
wished to keep down their opponents, whom, 
with his usual ardour, he both considered and 
termed the enemies of the nation .; and he was • 
chiefly incited to this, by a strong belief that 
the party espoused by him wished to restore 
prosperity to the country, and at.the same timf3. 
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render their own administration more stable, by 
means of a reform in parliament. 	 ' 

My inquiries on this subject produced the dis-
closure of an anecdote highly honourable to an 
individual, and I the more readily communi- 
cate it, with a view of rescuing the 	diurnal. 
press from the general charge of rapacity and 

• prostitution. 	A gentleman, 	now editor of a 	. 
newspaper, was then an assistant in the " Ge-
neral Advertiser," and as he had evinced consi-
derable powers of oratory, in the debating do-
cieties of that day,.and was at the same time'a 
Writer of some note, an attempt was now made 	' 
to buy hint oft,  by Means of a pension of four 	- 
hundred pounds per annum. 	But although he 
then only possessed a salary of four guineas a 
week, yet such was his, attachment to the per- 
son • and principles of 	a 	great parliamentary 
leader *, that ' he refused the oiler with scorn, 
and persevered through a long career of oppo-
sition, until he.  at length.obtained wealth, cele- 

	

brity, and independence. 	I lament, that I any 
not at liberty to disclose the name, and thus 
ascertain the fact beyond a possibility of doubt. 

Meanwhile, after the lapse of ' a few.  months, 
in 	conse9nence of an unprecedented coalition. 

Mr. Fox. 
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between Mr. Fox and lord North, this adminis- 
tration 	was 	forced to retire, 	on finding itself 
outvoted in parliament. 	Notwithstanding that 
event, 	the 	ex-chancellor 	of 	ale 	exchequer 
brought forward his specific plan of reform, for 
adding one hundred members to the counties, 
by the abolition of a proportional number of the 
burgage-tenures, and the extinction ,of the small 
and venal boroughs. 	This measure, while it 
added greatly to his popularity, seemed to, evince 
the temper and' views of the new ministers ; for, 
although Mr:Fox strongly contended for the 
melioration of the constitution, by " renova-
tion," his noble colleague, uniformly consistent 
in his original principles, pleasantly remarked, 
" that, while some with Lear demanded an hun-
dred knights, and others, with Gonereil, were 
satisfied with fifty, lie with Regan exclaimed, 
`No, not ONE!'" 

But the discordant materials of which this 
motly ministry 	was composed, 	possessed no 

. real bond of union ;' and after being foiled by a. 
,great trading company, which it in vain at- 
tempted to controul, it was easily pushed from 
the pinnacle of power, by the jealous finger of 
prerogative, and soon after dissolved, even as a 

• party, in its own impotence. 
In consequence of this unexpected event, Yr. 
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Pitt, who had obtained public ncitice and distinc-
tion, partly by his father's merits, and partly by his 
own, now became premier ; and the nation was 
destined to enjoy a short interval of happiness 
and repose, during which many beneficial regu- 
lations took place. 	This young statesman added 
not a little to his popularity, by producing his 

' ultimate plan of parliamentary reform ; 	and 
without which, to use his own emphatic lan-
guage iri the house of commons, " the nation 
cannot be safe against bad ministers, nor can 
good ministers be of any use to it." 	By this 
scheme, the claim of representation was to be 
detached from thirty-six decayed boroughs, and 
annexed to the counties, in such proportions as 
the wisdom of parliament might prescribe. 	To 
render it more easy and practicable, he recom-: 
mended the appropriation of a fund of one mil-
lion, for the express pu rpose of purchasing the fran-
chises of these, on their voluntary application to 
parliament; and when this had been once effected, 
be proposed to extend the plan to others, the 
rights of which were to be transferred to the 
large commercial unrepresented towns, on their 
petitioning to be indulged with this privilege.. 
In addition to these concessions, copyholders 
were to be admitted to vote at elections for 
knights of the shire : in certain cities and popu- 
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bons towns, theprivilege of election, now vested 
in the corporations, was to be extended to the 
inhabitants at large ; and the result of the whole 
was, to add one hundred members to the popu= 
Jar interest, and extend the elective franchise to 	. 
one hundred thousand persons, supposed, at that 
period, to be excluded from their due share in 
the nomination of representatives. 

While 'many of tJe friends .of reform 'apposed 
. this plan, as one that tended to compromise the 

common cause, and satiate the avarice . of the 
patrons of boroughs, Mr. Horned vindicated it 

. on the score of expediency and practicability. 
He well knew, thlit' government was not a pro-
perty, but a trust ; and, although he had at first 
revolted at the, idea of purchasing those fran-
chises, which, according to some, ought to be 

• gratuitously resumed.; 	yet, on the other hand, 
after due  reflection, he most earnestly wished 

• with the premier, to whom he was now closely 
united, to obtain a great national object with— 
out 	convulsion, 	and, 	if 	possible, without a 
struggle. 	 . 	• 

in 1782, Mr. Tooke waited, on Mr. Pitt, at 
the head of the Westminster delegates, to thank 
Win for his exertions in behalf, of a reform in 
parliament. 	The future premier replied, in a 
letter replete with zeal, which was afterwards j  , 
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published, when his discretion had taught him 
to abjure doctrines but little favourable either 
to the acquisition 	or the retention of pOwer. 

,, Although I had long known the old detest-
able maxim of political adventurers, (for Philip 
was no other,) " to amuse boys with playthings, 
and men with oaths;" yet I am not ashamed to 

'confess, I, at that time, placed the firmest re-
liance on his engagement•; and, in consequence 
of my full faith in both, gave to him and to his 
administration, most especially when it tottered, 
and seemed overthrown, (in 1788,) a support so 
zealous and effectual, as to draw repeatedly from. 
himself and his friends the warmest acknowledg-
ments *.  

In 1788, Mr. Tooke associated himself with 
lord Camden, Mr. Pitt, and others, for the pm•-
pose of forming the " Constitutional Club." 
The members distinguished themselves by means 
of an uniform, consisting of " blue and scarlet," 
in express opposition to the " blue and buff," 
worn by the opposition. 	The buttons bore an 
inscription of " king and constitution ;" and this 

, motto constantly formed the first toast., 
Meanwhile, Mr. Fox had nearly lost all his 

wonted popularity; and it was easily perceived, 

-.+ Vol. i, p. 205, 4to edit. of " The Diversions of Parley." 
VOL. II. 	 E 
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when the writs for anew parliament were issued, 
1 	in consequence of the appointment of Mr. Pitt 

to the offices of first lord of the treasury and 
chancellor of the exchequer, that even his re-
election for Westminster had becOme proble- 
matical. 	It accordingly happened, that this 
gentleman, who, on a former occasion, had 
baffled all the influence of the crown, was no 
longer supported by . the voice of the multi-
tude. 

Mr. Horne ToOke now openly declared him-
self among his enemies, and stated his. reasons 
in a bold, manly, and energetic manner. 	His 
countenance to and support of lord Hood arid 
sir Cecil Wray, the two ministerial candidates, 
in 1784, proved of great consequence, and con- 
tributed not a little to their triumph. 	The new 
premier, whose personal hostility to his oppo-
nent, was not, perhaps, altogether worthy of a 
great man, could not but be highly gratified 
with his exertions on this occasion ; and he, ac-
cordiugly took frequent opportunities to express 
his obligations. 	At the conclusion of the con- 
test, lord Hood found himself at the head of the 
poll ; and Mr. Fox, while obliged to struggle—. 
for the other seat, by means of a long and un-
precedented scrutiny, was forced to obtain an ". 
entrance into the house of commons tbrolgh a 
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district of Scotch boroughs, his claim to which 
was also disputed. 

Let it be here recorded, to the honour of Mr. 
'1 Horne Tooke, that both on this and the subsequent 

election for the city of Westminster, he refused 
to go beyond the strict bounds of propriety with 
the party which he had espoused. 	His at- 
tacliment 

. 	• 
was founded on broad and constitu- 

tional principles. 	He considered Mr. Fox as 
nolonger entitled to public favour in consequence 
of his new political alliance with the ostensible 
author of the American war. 	;tut he, at the 
same time, deprecated the employment of blud- 
geon-men and hired 	ruffians 	by either side. 	4 
On one part, the Irish chairmen, a fierce and 
numerous body, were notoriously organized and 
brought forward in support of Mr. Fox. 	The 
impropriety, injustice, and illegality of such an 
intervention, was felt and exclaimed against by 
no one, with more energy and effect, than the 
subject of these memoirs. 	On being consulted 
by Mr. Pitt, as to the means of repelling such a 
flagrant aggression, he calmly but forcibly re-, 
plied, " that recurrence ought to be had to the 
laws alone." 	He accordingly advised an appeal 
to the magistracy ; the summoning of all the 
constables of 'Westminster ; the active and effi-
cient interposition of the police of Bow Street ; _ 
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and even the assembling of the posse comitatus, 
if necessary. 

But finding his counsels of no avail, and per-
ceiving that one monster was about to be corn= 
bated by another, he immediately left the Hust-
ings on the first appearance of a disorderly body 
of armed sailors, led on by naval officers. 	He 
consequently avoided beholding those scenes of 
tumult, violence, and murder, that ensued ; all of 
which had been foreseen, and would have been 
provided against, had not opinions of a different 
and less legitipate kind prevailed, 

   
  



• CHAPTER II. 

1786. 

Mr. Horne Tooke publishes the first edition of 
the Diversions of Purley. 

THE year 1786 forms an important epoch in 
Mr. Tooke's life, for it was then that he pub-
lished vol. i of the EIIEA TITEPOENTA, 'or 
the "Diversions of Purley." From early youth he 
had addicted himself to a course of study, by 
which he was well qualified to obtain distinction 
on the present occasion; 	nor was it -a subject 
unsusceptible of labour, or of genius, for, to use 
his own words, although, as " the foundation of 
all other knowledge, grammar be one of the 
first things taught, it is always the least under- 

''stood." . 
In compliance with the custom of the ancients, 
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he adopted the didactic form of a dialect, in 
which himself and 	his 	old 	friend Dr. Bea- 
don were the two principal speakers; a third 
person * being admitted merely out of compli- 
ment, which was also extended 'to 	his 	resi- 
dence+, by the name of which, the work in 
question has been usually designated. 

Of 	that 	work, 	which, 	by 	its acuteness, 

	

originality, 	and profundity, 	first produced a 
great change in the public mind, and finally 
obtained for him the reputation of the greatest. 
philologist of the age, I shall content myself 
with a brief account: 

" This `humble offering' is dedicated to the 
university of Cambridge, by one of her grate-
ful sons, who always considers acts of voluntary 
justice towards himself, as favours. And particu- 
larly 	to 	her chief ornament for virtue and 
talents, the 	reverend Dr. Beadon, 	master 'of 
Jesus College." 

In 	the 	introduction, 	the 	author 	declares 
grammar to be " absolutely necessary in the 
search after philosophical truth; which, if not 
the most useful, perhaps, is at least the most 
pleasing employment of the human mind. 	Ant. 
I think it no less necessary," adds he, ° in theft  

.x Mr. W. Tooke. 	1- Purley, 
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most important questions concerning religion 
and civil society." 

In his younger days he had formed a system 
which proved of singular use to keep his mind 
free from confusion and the imposition arising 
out of words. 	After '" too long an interval of 
idleness 	and pleasure," 	be tried this system, 
• first with the living, and next with the dead. 
languages, with success. 	At the end of another 
interval, " not of idleness and pleasure," he re-
turned to his philological labours; and now, at 
the earnest request of his friends, he is prepared 
to exhibit the result of his studies. 

CHAP. I.--.- Of the division or distribution of 
language. 	It is here maintained, that men have 
been greatly misled, in respect to grammatical 
definitions, by confining themselves to the prin-
ciple, " that the purpose of language is to com- 
municate our thoughts." 	It was formerly cus- : 
tomary to assert, " that words are the signs of 
things, and that there must be, therefore, as 
many sorts of words, or parts of speech, as there 
are sorts of things." 	The earliest inquirers into 
language proceeded then to settle how many 
sorts there were of things; and from thence how' 
many sorts of words, or parts of speech. While 

• this method prevailed, the parts of speech were 
very few in number: 	but two; and, at most, 
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three or four! 	All things, said they, must have 
names. 	But there are' two sorts of things: 1. 
Res quw permanent. 2;  Res quw fluunt: there 
must, therefore, be “vo sorts of words, or parts 
of speech : viz. 

1. Notre rerun' quce permanent. 
2. Nate rerum glue fluzort. 
Yet, as there were other words not included 

in these classes, they might be called particles, 
or inferior parts of speech; or, as they are con-
stantly interspersed between nouns and verbs, 
col junctions or connectives. 	This seems to have 
been 	the utmost progress that philosophical 
grammar had made till about the time of Aris-
totle, when a fourth part of speech was added — 
the definitive or article. 

Here concluded the search after the different 
sorts of words, or parts of speech, from the dif-
ference of things; and there being no more than 
four differences of things, there could be but four 
parts of speech; and the difficulty now was, to de-
termine to which of these four classes each word 
belonged. 	In this attempt, succeeding gram, 
marians could neither satisfy 	themselves 	nor 
others; for they soon discovered some words so , 
stubborn, that no sophistry or violence could by-r 
any means reduce them to any one of thes9.  
classes, 	On ,this, they travelled backward and 

'. 
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being misled by the useful contrivances of lan-
guage, they supposed many-  imaginary differ-
ences of things: and thus added greatly to the 
number of parts of speech, and, in consequence, 
to the errors of philosophy. , 

It is the opinion of our author, that it is in 
some measure with the vehicle of our thoughts, 
as With the vehicles for our bodies: 	necessity 
produced both. 	Abbreviations, he observes, are 
" the wheels of language," "-the wings of Mer- 
cury." 	In short, 	the errors of grammarians 
have arisen from supposing all words to be im-
mediately either the signs of things, or the signs 
of ideas: whereas, in fact, 	many words are 
merely abbreviations employed for dispatch, and 
are the signs of other words. 	These are the arti- 
ficial wings of Mercury, by means of which the 
Argus eyes of philosophy have been cheated. 
The first aim of language was to communicate 
our thoughts ; the second to do it with dispatch : 
and the invention of men of all ages, has been 
perpetually upon the stretch to add such wings. 
to their conversation as might enable it, if pos-
sible,to keep pace in some measure with their ideas. 

CHAP. ii, contains 	some 	considerations 	of 
Mr.Locke's Essay onthe Human Understanding,. 
the whole of which is here contemplated as a phi- 
losophical account of the first sort of abbreviation$ 

   
  



B8 	• 	ilrE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	1786. 

in language. 	Had this great man been sooner 
aware of the inseparable connexion 	between 
words and knowledge, he would not have talked 
of the composition of ideas, but would have seen 
that it was merely  a contrivance of language; 
for the only composition being in the terms, 
it is as improper to speak of a complex idea, as 
it ivould be to call 'a constellation a complex 
star; 	they 	are not ideas, but merely terms, 
which are general and abstract. 

The parts of speech, form :the subject of 
chap. iii, and the distribution for the two great 
purposes of speech, is here resolved into: 

1. Words necessary for the communication 
of our thoughts; and, 

2. Abbreviations, employed for the sake of 
dispatch. 

In respect to the former of these, we are told, 
that in English, and in all languages, there are 
only two sorts of words, which are necessary 
for the communication of our thoughts, and 
these are nouns and verbs; by means of which 
alone, any thing can be related or communi-
cated, that one can relate or communicate, with 
the help of all the others.  

We are briefly informed, in chap. iv, ' that'' 
the noun is the simple or complex, the particular ' 
or general sign, or name of one or more ideas; r)   
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and, in chap. v, that the fate of that very ne-
cessary word the article, has been most singu-
larly hard and unfortunate: " for though with-
out it, or some equivalent invention, men would 
not communicate their thoughts at all ; yet, (like 
many of the most useful things in the world,) 
from its nnaffected simplicity and want of bril-
liancy, it has been ungratefully neglected and 
degraded. 	The latter has been considered, after 
Scaliger, as ' otiosum loquacissinke gentis instill-
mentum ;' or, at best, as a mere vaunt-courier to 
announce the coming of his master: whilst the 
brutish inarticulate interjection, which has no-
thing to do with speech, and is only the miser-
able refuge of the speechless, has been permitted, 
because beautiful and gaudy, to usurp a place 
amongst words, and to exclude the article from 

.its well earned dignity." 	It is observed soon 
after, "that the dominion of speech is erected 
upon the dowufal of interjections;" 	and that, 
" the neighing of a horse, the lowing of a cow, 
the barking of a dog, the purring of a cat, 
sneezing, coughing, groaning, 	shrieking, and 
every other, involuntary convulsion with oral 
sound, has almost as good a title to be called 
parts 'of speech as interjections have." 

The four next chapters, relative. to the word 
" TliAT," " conjunctions," " etymology of the 
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English conjunctions," and "prepositions," had 
already been given to the public. in "A Letter 
to Mr. Dunning." 	Mr. Horne ridicules Mr. 
Harris, and all such as maintain that there are 
certain words, which, according to the different 
manner of using_them, prove sometimes articles 
and sometimes pronouns. 	In his opinion, the 
word THAT, whether called article, pronoun, ,or 
conjunction, retains always one and the same 
signification. 	Unnoticed 	abbreviaton in 	con- 
struction, and differenCe of position, have caused 
this appearance• of fluctuation; and misled the 
grammarians 	of all languages, both 	ancient 
and modern: 	for in all they make the same 
mistake. 	Is it not strange and improper that 
we should, without any reason or necessity, em-
ploy the-same word for two different meanings and 
purposes? 	And is it not more strange, that this 
same impropriety, in this same case, should run 
through all languages? And that they should.  
ALL use an article, without any reason, unne-
cessarily and improperly, for this same conjunc-
tion, with which it has no correspondence nor 
similarity of signification ? 	Now does not the 
uniformity and universality of this supposed 
mistake and unnecessary impropriety, in lan- 
guages 	which have no connexion with each 
other, lead us to suspect that this usage of the 

   
  



1786. 	.LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	61 

article may perhaps be neither a mistake nor 
improper? 	But that the mistake may lie only 
with us, who do not understand it? 

‘c Example. 
" I wish you to believe THAT I would not wil- 

fully hurt a fly." 
" Resolution; 

" I would not wilfully hurt a fly; I wish you 
to believe THAT (assertion.)" 

Our author declines at present to account ety-
mologically for the different words which cer-
tain languages may sometimes borrow, and em- 
ploy instead 	of 	their 	own 	common, article. 
This, indeed, is not an easy talk, " for abbre- 

, viation and corruption are always busiest with 
the words which are most frequently in use: 
letters, like soldiers, being very apt to desert 
and drop off in a long march, and especially if 
their passage happens to lie near the confines of 
an enemy's country." 

Under the head of conjunctions, we are told 
that IF is merely the imperative of a Gothic and 
Anglo-Saxon verb; and in those languages, as 

• well as in the Etiglish formerly, this supposed 
conjunction was pronounced and written, as the 
common imperative GIF. 	Many other supposed 
conjunctions, 	such 	as, 	but that, unless 	that , 
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though that,. lest. that, &c., are really verbs, put 
before the article THAT. 	AN is also a verb, and 
may very well supply the place of IF, it being 
nothing else but the imperative of the Anglo- 
Saxon verb ANAN, which likewise means to give 
or to grant. 

Etymologists frequently expose 	themselves 
by unnatural conceits to derive the English, and 
all other languages, from the Greek or the He-
brew; but the particles of every language should 
teach them whither to direct, and where to stop 
their inquiries : for wherever their evident mean-
ing and origin can be found, there is the certain 
source of the whole. 	As to the abbreviations, 
they are always improvements superadded by 
language in its progress, and are often borrowed . 
from some other more cultivated tongue. 

The two conjunctions YET and STILL, are two 
imperatives, which may very well supply each 
other's place, and be indifferently used for the 
same purpose. 	The word ELSE, formerly writ-
ten alles, alyse, cues, els, is also an imperative, 
as well as  THO, THOUGH, THAH, or, as our 
country folk more purely prononnce it, THAF, 
THAUF, and THOF. 

BUT, is a word corruptly used in modern 
English, for two words (Box and BUT) originally 
very 	different in 	signification. 	" Mr. Lock 
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missed the explanation; for be dug too deep for 
it. 	But that the etymologists, (who only just 
turn up the surface) should miss it, does indeed 
astonish me." 	BOT means to supply, to substi-
tute;  to atone for, to compensate with, to add 
something MORE in order to make up a defi- 
ciency in something else. 	BUT, as distinguished 
frombsur, and WITHOUT, ha' e both exactly the 
same meaning, 	that is, 	in modern English, 
nothing more nor less than be-out. 

LEST, for lesed, (as blest for blessed, &c.) is 
nothing else but the participle past, "and the im-
proper use of this word, may be found in almost 
every author that ever wrote in our language." 

Prepositions, like the conjunctions, are only 
words which have been disguised by corruption, 
and they are necessary, from the impossibility 
of having in any language a distinct complex term 
for each different collection of ideas. 	Do, the 
auxiliary verb, as it has been called, is derived 
from the same root, and is indeed the same 
word as TO. 	TILL is a word compounded of To.  
and WHILE, i. e. time, and should be opposed to 
FROM only when we arc talking of time, and 
upon no other occasion. 	The words or and FOR 
are not synonymous; they differ as widely as 
cause and consequence. 

The word FOR, whether denominated pre- 
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position, conjunction, or adverb; is here 	sup- 
posed to be .a noun, and to have always one and 
the same signification, viz, CAUSE,' and nothing 
else. 	BY, is *the imperative of the Anglo-Saxon 
word beon, to be. 	BETWEEN, formerly written 
twene, atwene, bytwene, is a dual preposition. 
It is the Anglo-Saxon imperative be and twain. 
The 	prepositions 	BEFORE, 	BEHIND, 	BELOW, 

BESIDE, 	BESIDES, 	are 	merely 	the 	impera- 
tive BE compounded 	with the nouns 	FORE, 

HIND, LOW, 	SIDE. 	BENEATH 	IS the impe- 
rative be, compounded with the noun neath. , 	1 
UNDER is 	nothing but on-neder. 	BEYOND, 

means BE PASSED. 	WARD, is the imperative of 
an-Anglo-Saxon verb, signifying to look, at, or to 
direct the view. 	ATHWART (i. e. athweort, or 
athweoried), wrested, 	twisted, curved, 	is 	the 
past participle, of the Saxon verb, as are among, 
amingt, or amongst, &c. 

Chapter x is dedicated to the consideration of 
adverbs. 	All those ending in LY, are indebted 
for that termination to the word like, corrupted. 
ADRIFT iS the past participle adrifed ; AGHAST, 

AGAST, the past participle agazed ; AGO, the past 
participle AGONE, or GONE. 	GADSO, i. e. GAZZO, 

a common Italian 	oath, 	or rather obscenity. 
HALT, the imperative of the Anglo-Saxon heal-
dan, who'd, or keep ; our English verb to lwld, 
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is from the same root. 	Lo! is the imperative of 
took. 	, 	 . 	. 

" I have avoided AYE and NO, because they are 
two of the most mercenary and mischievous 
words in the lan,rua5cre the degraded instruments 5 	', 
of the meanest and dirtiLst traffic in the land." 
Our AYE, or YEA, is the imperative of a verb of 
northern extraction ; and means, have it, pos- 
sess 	it, 	enjoy 	it. 	And YES, 	is ay-es, have, 
possess, enjoy that; No, is a surly sort of word,, 
the abbreviate of NOT ; in the Danish, nodig ; 
in the Swedist, nod& ; and in the Dutch, noode, 
node, and no, mean averse, unwilling. 

" And I hope I may,  now be permitted to 
have done with etymology ; for though, 	like 
a microscope, it is sometimes useful to discover 
the minutest parts of language, which Yiould. 
otherwise escape our sight ; yet it is not ne-
cessary to have it always in our hands, nor pro- 
per to apply it to every object." 	This volume 
concludes as follows :.—." 1 know for what build-
ing 1 am laying the foundation ; and am myself 
well satisfied of its importftnce. 	For those who 
shall think 	otherwiSe, my 	defence 	is 	ready 
made :—  

" Se quista materia none degna 
Per esser pui leggieri 
D'un hecom the voglia parer saggio grave, 

VOL. 
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Sensatelo con questo; the s'ingegna 
Con questi van pensieri 
Fare it sun tristo tempo piu suave: 
Perche altrove non have 
Don voltare it viso, 
Che gli e stato interciso 
Mostrar con altre imprese ultra virtue." 

Although 'greatly attached to etymology, it 
is evident that it never was Mr. Tooke's in-
tention to assign the origin of all words without 
exception, but according to the project of a learn- 
ed fbreigner *, who himself had composed a 4 
treatise, many years before, on the mechanism of 
language, " to furnish philosophy with Materials 
and observations for the purpose of elevating 
the grand edifice of the general theory of Ian-
pings." how far he has succeeded, may be seen 
by a reference to the principal parts of his ar-
gument; and ,although loose hints might have 
been found in, and were undoubtedly adopted 
fro-in both the ancients and moderns, yet the 
palm 	of genius 	and 	originality is not to be 
conferred on the labourers 	who 	collect 	the 
rude materials of a building, but on the archi-
tect, who forms them into a beautiful and useful 
edifice: 

His knowledge of the Creek, Latin, German, . 
and Anglo-Saxon 	tongues, 	were 	highly ser- 

* The President De Brosse, 
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viceable 	on the present occasion ; his logical 
acumen, here found an 	ample field for dis- 
play ; while his legal studies proved eminently 
congenial to the purposes lie-had in view. — 
The first edition, which was published in .one 
volnme octavo, soon attracted general attention ; 
it was afterwards enlarged, as well as improved, 
and contributed not a little to place his name 
in a high and exalted station in 	the literary 
world. 	 • 

r 2 

   
  



CHAPTER HI. 

.FROM 1787 TO 1794. 
-- -- -- 	---- - --- 

Letter to the Prince of Wales.— Two Pair of 
Portraits. —Mr. Took retires to. Lrimbledon 
—Becomes a Candidate for Westminster—Pe-
titions Parliament. — Trial with Mr. Fox — 
Is arrested, and committed to the Tower. 

IN 1787, Mr. Tooke resumed his pen, with 
a view to illustrate a 	very delicate and critical 
subject which then occupied the whole attention 
of the public. 	This gave birth to the discussion 
of a question, not only intimately connected with 
the subject of private morals, but also with the 
succession to the throne itself. 	His opinions, 
-which, as usual, were equally singular and ingel  
pious, are contained in " A Letter to a Friend, 
on the reported Marriage of his Royal Hiihness 
the Prince of Wales 4'." 

* 	An 	octavo pamphlet, 	published by J. Johnson, St, 
Paul's Churchyard, in 170. 
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' 011 this occasion, the grammarian of Wim-
bledon, alluding to a late publication of his 
own, humorously remarks, " that, after amusing 
himself with a number of critical discussions 
during the last 	summer, 	on the 	subject 	of 
nouns, pronouns, adverbs, and prepositions, in 
order to give a variety to his studies during the 
present, he has taken a political, but very un-
courtly view of the nature, the extent, and the 
true 4gnification of the conjunction copulative." 

The policy, justice, and even the legality of 
the royal marriage * act, is here called in ques- 
tion by him. 	He ridicules the idea, "that a, 
beautiful Englishwoman is unworthy to be the 
companion 	of ' an English prince, and 	posi-: 
tively denies the above statute to be binding ; 
" for," adds he, " there are acts of parliament 
which arq not laws. 	To enforce and elucidate 
this doctrine, 	he refers to the instance of Bon- 
ham, as stated by lord Coke, who asserts, "that, 
in many cases, the common law doth controul 
acts of parliament, and sometimes shall ad-
judge these to be void ; for when an act of par-
liament," adds the lord chief justice, "is against 
common right or reason, or repugnant or impos-
sible to be performed, the common law shall 
•controul it, and adjudge such act to be void." 

. 	 * 12th Geo. III. 
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An opulent commoner *, soon after, took up 
this subject in another place, and brought on a 
discussion, 	which 	led to some unpleasant dis- 
closures.- 	He proceeded on principles, however, 
diametrically opposite 	to those laid down by 
Mr. Tooke, who professed himself content " to 
-barter.  the papist marriage for the responsibility 
of councellors, and the independence of the re- 
presentative body." 	Subsequent 	events 	have 
happily put an end to conjectures on a subject, 
which, 	although now 	devoid 	of interest, at 
that 	period 	created no small share of atten- 
tion. 

I n the mean time, Mr. Horne Tooke, notwith-
standing a difference in opinion as to the mode 
of conducting 	the 	Westminster election, 	re- 
mained firm in his attachment to Mr. Pitt, who 
still continued to promise in private, and pledge 
himself in public, to produce a reform in parliaL 
ment. 	This was strongly evinced at the general 
election, in 1788, when Mr. Fox, aided by. the 
great aristocratical families, found means to ob-
tain the return of lord John Townshend, as his 
colleague. 	That event, which, for a time, re- 
vived the declining hopes of his party, seemed 
to appal and confound the ministers ; on which 

* Mr. (now lord) Rolle. 
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Mr. Tooke composed and printed his celebrated 
pamphlet, entitled " Two Pair of Portraits **" 

The first of these consists of William Pitt, 
lord Chatham, and Henry Fox, lord Holland, 
who are characterised as diametrically opposite, 
both in principles and practice. ' The following 
extracts froth the .description of the second pair, 
will serve to convey an idea of the work, as 
well as the author's attachments and opinions, 
at this particular period. 

• 

, 	FOX. 	 PITT. 

	

" Entered early on the 	" Pursuing early the 

	

turf, at gaming-clubs, 	painful .study 	of the 
&c. 	 laws and 	constitution 

of his country. 

" Intro'duced, whilst 	• " Pursuing his labo- 
a boy under age, into 	rious profession at the 

• 
4 ,, T%‘,6 Pair of Portraits, presented to all the unbiassed 

Electors .of Great Britain, and especially to the Electors of 
Westminster. 	By John .Horne Tooke, an Elector of West- 
minster. 	Printed for Johnson. 	1798. 

The motto is :— 	V 	A 

" Disce, Auer, virtutem ex his verumque laborem : 
Fortunam ex illis." 
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parliament, and speed- bar, and (though with- 
ily (though possessing out 	fortune) 	refusing 
a good fortune) to tbe all 	office • from 	both 
lucrative 	office 	of 	a 
lord of the admiralty; 

parties 	in administra- , 
tion, 	though 	invited 

in 	combination 	and and courted to accept it 
confederacy with lord by Mr. Fox and others. 
North, and those men 
who 	persecuted, 	and 
finally threw away A- 
Inerica, and 	who, by 
their 	despotic princi- 
ples, . unconstitutional , 
conduct, 	and 	corrupt 
profusion, are the cause 
of all our past disgrace 
and present' aggravated 
hurthens. • 	. 

" By daily and unin- " By a choice con- 
termitted 	attendance, 
for years, at clubs and 

gehial 	with 	his 	cha- 
meter, le solicited and 

taverns, by noise, cla- obtained a quiet and ho- 
mour, 	and 	party-vio- nourable 	seat for the 
knee, by intrigue, by university 	of 	Cam- 
hand-bills, by harangu- bridge; who revere and 
lug mobs, and all the love his character, for 
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low arts too often at- they know it, 	having 
tendant upon very po- 
pular elections, he ob- 
tained, 	and 	struggles 
hard to hold, a seat for 

educated him. 

Westminster. 

" His 	foes 	(falsely "His foes (falsely we 
we hope) reproach him fear) reproach him with 
with 	the 	excess 	(in the excess of sobriety 
which alone is contain- 
ed all reasonable blame) 
of gaming, debauchery, 

' and continence. 

&c. 
• 

" Were the charge " Were the charge 
true, the example of his true. 	(from 	whatever 
success would be mis- cause it might spring) 
chievous to the public, 
and his enjoyments at 

the example of his suc- 
cess would be useful to 

the expense of others : the public, and himself 
a 	conduct 	deserving only the loser and suf- 
censure. fever: not to be blamed 

but pitied. 

" his friends plead " His foes were most 
his youth, bad example, violent 	against 	him, 
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FOX. 	- PITT. 
and 	early 	bad 	con- when they had nothing 
nexions, as the only ex- but his youth to 	ob- 
cuse they can offer for 
his conduct during all 

ject. That same youth, 
which is the only ex- 

the first years of his po- cuse attempted for the 
litical life. acknowledged bad con-

duct of the one, is alone 
held forth by the same 
men as sufficient to tar-
nish the good conduct 
of the other. 

" By every art, in- " With virtue 	and 
trigue, 	and 	contriv7  public 	principle, 	he 
ante, he studies to ba- dares, 	(as 	his 	father 
nish from the minds of before him 	nobly de- 
men all public motives dared)— ' to look the 
and public principles, 
in exchange for party 
and cabal, for political 
and family connexions. 

proudest connexions of 
this countryin the face,' 

• . 

" In connexion and " AcknoMedges 	a 
in 	OFFICE 	with 	lord voice of the people dis- 
North's administration, 
he vehemently vocifc- 

tinct from that of par- 
liamcnt. 	And 	when 

rates, in the house of two 	opposite 	factious 
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commons, that the peo- 	corruptly, — greedily, 
pie have no voice but 	and infamously united 
only within the walls 	to form a majority in 
of St. Stephen's. 	parliament, in order at 

" Fle a.ks — ' Who 	once to overpower both 
arc the people ?' 	king 	and people, 	he 

" And 	answers — 	made a constitutional, 
The parliament!' 	honourable, and - effec- 	. 

tual appeal to thatvoice 
without. 

" Without any avow- 	"Without.the pro-- 	. 
ed, or even professed 	scription of any indivi- 
public principle as his 	dual, as such, declares 
object, declares for par- 	for 	. principles ; 	and 
ty; 	and 	that 	often . those 	religiously 	ad- 
changed. 	 hered to. 

In coalition 	with 	" Risques popularity , 
lord North, cabals by 	and the loss of office, to 
a factious 	majority in 	raise the necessary sup- 
parliament; to prevent 	plies, 	and impose mi- 
the mutiny bill, and to 	welcome taxes on the 
stop the necessary sup- 	people ; 	in 	order 	to 
plies 	for 	the 	nation ; 	rescue the finances•and 
that the distress 	and 	credit of the country 

-danger of national af- 	from the distresses and 
fairs, both at home and 	(otherwise 	inevitable) 
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FOX. PITT. 
abroad, for money, cre- ruin brought upon them 
dit, and defence against by the enormous debt 
foreign enemies, might and arrears contracted 
compel both king and by 	lord 	North 	and 
people to admit our do- 
xnestic 	enemies, 	Fox, 

Faction. 	. 

North and Faction, into 
all the lucrative offices 
and governance of the 
state. 

" Engaged in a fruit- " In spite of all file- 
less and impossible at- tious opposition, has al- 
tempt to raise the fi- ' ready, by an economi- 
nances of his party to a cal reform of abuses in 
level with their• own the expenditure, and an 
boundless profusion and active and enlightened 
prodigality, 

• 
mode of receipt, raised 
the revenues 'of the na-
tion so much above its 
frugal, ordinary occa-
sions, as to be enabled 

• to apply some portion 
towards the discharge 
of 'the 	national debt ; 
and, at the same thne, 
to hold the country in 
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such a formid.able pos-
ture of defence, as to 
secure it from all hos-
tile menace and insult. 

" When 	minister, 
planned, contrived, in- 

" When 	minister, 
with consummate abi- 

troduced, and, by a fac- lity, moderation, 	and 
tious majority, carried caution, digested 	and 
through the house of introduced 	. into 	the 
commons, a bill to take house of commons, a 
possession of all the pa- bill to restore 	to 	the 
tronage and property of people their just right 
the East India Compa- 
ny ; in order to estab- 

of a fair representation, 
and permanently to res- 

lish a firm and perma- cue tbe parliament from 
nent system of corn- all 	future 	corruption 
plete 	and 	irresistible and faction. 
parliamentary 	corrup- " This 	salutary at- 
tion, to bind, in ever- tempt (the first of its 
lasting 	chains, 	both kind by a minister) was 
prince and people. defeated, for the pre- 

This grand and au- 
dacious effort of human 

sent, by 	Fox, North, 
and 	Co., 	but 	must 

impudence and factious hereafter succeed, be- 
depravity, was defeated, 
once and, for ever,, by a 

cause equally necessary 
and essential to the true. 

   
  



78 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	1788. 
FOX. 	 PI I.T. 

• happy cooperation and 	interests 	and 	security 
Junction of king and 	both of king and peo- 
people," 	 ple. . 

" THE AUTHOR." 
. 	. 

The author concludes by putting the follow-
ing pointed interrogatories to his readers: " You ' 
have here been presented with four portraits, 
(merely an assemblage of known indisputable 
facts.) 	 . 

" 1st question. 	Which two of them will you 
choose to haw,  up in your cabinets ; the PITTS 

or the FOXES? 	.  

" 2d question. 	Where, on your conscience,. 
should the other two be hanged ?" 
' 	Mr. Tooke, on this occasion, must be allowed 
to have handled his pencil, and distributed his 
colours, with equal facility and "success. 	It hilt 
be readily conceded, however, by liberal men of 
all parties, that the errors of Mr. Fox's political - 
life 	are 	here 	greatly 	heightened 	and 	over- 
charged ; and that • his father's supposed trans-
gressions, are rather unfairly copied, and trans-
ferred by the hand of a master, fbr'the express 
purpose of rendering the caricature of the sort 
still more frightful. 

• We are told, that these two portraits, though 
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 not whole lengths,' are " left for some younger 
hand 	hereafter to finish." 	Had 	he himself 
chosen, but a fete years after, to have resumed 
his labours, for the purpose of completing these 
pictures, it is more than probable that almost 
every feature would have been altered ; and, if 
the tints in 	Mr. Fox's 	complexion would not 
have been much softened or improved, the coun-
terfance of Mr. Pitt, most probably, would have 
been rendered hideous. 

In We trial of Mr. Hastings, which occurred 
about this period, he took no part whatsoever ; 
and this, perhaps, is the only great national 
concern, during his whole life, in which he re- 
mained neutral. 	Of the measure itself, there is 
some reason to think, that .he (lid not disap-
prove, for he was a great advocate for " im-
peachment ;" but he greatly blamed the multi-
tude of the charges ; the looseness with which 
they were penned ; the time lost in Fong speeches 
and addresses to the passions ; and, 'above all, 
the new mode thereby introduced, of protracting 
a trial to such an extent, as to prove ruinous to 
the fortune, and coequal to the existence of any 
ordinary individual. 	however Culpable the ex- 
governor-general might be, in the eye of the 
public, yet, when be emphatically observed, on 
the 2d of June, 	1791, before his 	assembled 

   
  



80 	LIFE OF JOHN BORNE TOOKE. 	1790. 

judges, in Westminster Hall :'" I gave you all, 
and you have rewarded me with confiscation, 
disgrace, and a life of impeachment :" a man 
worn out by ten years' infirmities and persecu-
tion, .could not fail to make a deep impression 
on his judges. 

Mr. Tooke thought a single day was sufficient 
for the detection of the guilt, if it,  really existed ; 
and, in that case, he was " for punishing the 
receiver, and restoring the stolen property to the 
right owners !" • 

As for the claims of the East India Company 
to the countries conquered by arms, or obtained 
by concession, in the East, he treated these with 
great contempt; and no court lawyer, nor attorney-
general, that ever existed, could be a greater 
stickler for the right of the crown to the terri- 
torial dominions. 	He never could think, with- 
out indignation, of a body of " merchant ad-
venturers," as they are designated in their char-
ters ; "who, in England traders, in Asia sove-
reigns, exercised a mixed and new fangled spe-
cies of authority, consisting of fraud and force, 
by means of which emperors, rajahs, and na-
bobs, were.set aside, with the same unconcern as 
a bale of cotton, for the sole purpose of enrich-
ing clerks, servants, and dependents !" 
' In 1790, an event occurred, %yell calculated to 
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display the humanity of the subject of this me- 
moir. 	Mr. Gow, a watchmaker, in Duke Street, 
St. Martin's Lane,,waited one morning on him;  • 
while he still resided in Richmond Buildings. 
After apologizing for the intrusion of a stranger, 
he observed : "That his own brother, and seve-
ral other passengers, had been taken on board an 
Ame'rican ship, by a corsair, and carried into 
Algiers, where they were detained as slaves ; 
and that he had been induced, by Mr. Tooke's 
high reputation, to crave his advice and assist-
ance, on this trying occasion, as to the best 
means to be adopted for their liberation." 

Mr. Tooke, on this, recommended him 'to ap-
ply to the privy council, " who, doubtless, ought, 
and assuredly would afford redress." 	On being 
assured, however, that this very method had 
been already attempted in vain, he then added, 
" that there was but one other mode, and that 
was to ransom the captives." 	He accordingly 

• appointed an attorney, as agent, to receive re- 
lative of donations, and began by subscribing a 
sum of money himself. 	After this, he applied 
to others ; and his friend general Murray, a rela-
tive of the duke of Athol, generously deposited 
twenty-five pounds for the same purpose. 	It is 
grateful 	to • relate, 	that this beneficent plan 
proved successful ; and ,that the brother of Gow, 

VOL. II. 	 a 
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become au Algerine in dress and manner, after 
being thus redeemed 'from slavery, soon oiler 
waited 	on 	his benefactor, 	and 	returned hiter 
thanks in person. 

On hearing this incident, Mr. II ardy, who war 

afterwards arraigned with Mr. Tooke, immedi-
ately called on this gentleman, in the name of 
.Mr. Gow, the watchmaker, and presented him 
with the rules of the London Corresponding So-
ciety*, for the purpose of receiving ids corrections. 
nit,  was accordi:My done soon after; baton that, 
as on all other occasions, he openly and candidly 
declared his cli,,sent from the doctrine of "nni- 
-v:.rsal sir rage,"' " and 	even hesitated, as to the 
propriety of " annual parliaments."- 

* Of the origin and progress of this club, I am enabled to , 
give the following authentic account :—Mr. Thomas Hardy, 
a Ahoemaker, then residing in Westminster, being captivated 
with the seta me of representation propa,,ated 	by 	the late 
duke of Richmond, conceived the first idea, and became the 
promote!: of tins association in 1791. 	At a•supper given 	in 
his own house, to two or three neighbours, he detailed his.  
plan, which, meeting with their entire a pprobation,each was de.. 
fired to bring a friend with him to the Bull 	public house, 	in 
Exeter Street. 	They accordingly repaired thither, to the 
number of nine,-  on the evening appointed, when eight con-
curred in the scheme 'proposed, and subscribed a penny each, 
for the propagation of their political principles, which con-
sisted, as has been already stated, or a reform, comprehend- 
ing annual parliaments and universal rAl-age. 	At the next 
meeting, the ninth person, who had taken time to deliberate, 
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'We have now arrived at a remarkable period 
in the life of Mr. Horne Tooke; for, in 1790, 
he himself became a candidate to represent the 
city of Westminster. 	lie had formerly opposed 
Mr. Fox and supported lord Hood : but, on the A 

present occasion, he was the declared opponent 
of bpth. 	His motives will be best .explained in. 
the following advertisement, which. was not pub-;  
fished until the morning of the election. 

together with many new members, attended, and from these 
small beginnings originated a society, which in the course of a 
few years amounted to between twenty-five and thirty thousand. 

The fund arising out of a penny, regularly 	deposited by 
each of the associates, was expended for the purpose of making 
converts to the doctrines alluded to above, chiefly under the 
inspection 	of Mr. Hardy, who had been elected secretary. 
Having assumed the name of the " London Corresponding 
,tiociely," they by degrees became affiliated to the " Consti-
tutional" and a variety of other clubs, both in town and 
country. ' As their scheme excluded 	none but females, and 
such males only as were rendered unfit either by infancy or 
mental incapacity, from exercising the elective franchise, 	it 
is but little wonder, that 	it soon became popular. 	In 	a 
short tine, many indiscreet and unworthy persons were of 
course admitted, and it cannot be doubted, that In a pro-
miscuous assemblage of 'this kind, men were to be found, 
who formed designs, and propagated opinions, 	highly detri- 
mental to the public security. 	Meanwhile, by forming them 
into divisions, and placing a confidential delegate at the head. 
of each, order was in some degree restored ; but the whole 
was thus converted into a most formidable political t wine, 
directed, by those who presided at the central board, and 'con-
nected with other similar associations, to the amount of nearly 
half a million of members. 

c 	!I 
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" TO THE ELECTORS OF WESTMINSTER. 

" GENTLEMEN, 	 ' 

" I think it my duty, on the present occasion, 
to 	solicit your votes, to represent you in the 
ensuing parliament. 

" The evident junction of two contending 
parties, in order 	to 	seize with an irresistible 
hand the representation of the city of West- 
minster, 	and 	to 	deprive you 	even 	of 	that 
shadow of election, to 	which they have lately 
reduced you, 	calls aloud 	on every independ- 
ent 	mind 	to 	frustrate 	such 	attempts, 	and 
makes me, for the first time in my life, a CAN- 

DIDATE. 
" I do not solicit your favour, but I invite 

. 	you, and afford you an opportunity to do your- 
selves justice, 	and 	to give 	me 	an example 
(which was never more necessary) against the 
prevailing and 	destructive 	spirit 	of 	personal' 
party, 	which has nearly extinguished all 	na- 
tional and public principle. 

" The enormous sums expended, and the in- 
famous 	practices at the two last elections for 
Westminster, — open bribery, 	violence, mur- 
der, with the scandalous chicane of a tedious, 
unfinished, and 	ineffectual scrutiny, and a te- 
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dious, 	unfinished, and 	ineffectual petition, — • 
are too flagrant and notorious to be denied or 
palliated by either party; and the only refuse 
of each has been 	to shift 	off the 	criminality 
upon the other. 	Upon whom and how will 
they shift off the common criminality, equally 
heavy on them both, that neither of them has 
made even the 	smallest attempt, by an easy, 
parliamentary, and 	constitutional method, 	to 
prevent the 	repetition 	of . such 	practices 	in 

future ? 
" If the revenue is threatened to be defrauded 

in 	the 	smallest 	article, law upon law, and 
statute upon statute, are framed 	from session. 
to session, without delay or intermission. 	The 
country swarms with excisemen and informers, 
to protect it. 	Conviction is sure—summary-- 
speedy; — the punishment, outlawry and death. 
Where, amongst all their hideous volumes of 
taxes, and of penalties, can we find one salu-
tary statute, to guard the right of representa-
tion in the people, upon which all the right 
of taxation depends? 

" Your late representatives, 	and your two 
present candidates, have, between them, given 
you a complete demonstration that the rights 
of electors (even in those few places where any 
election appears 	to . remain) 	are 	left without 
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protection, 	and 	their 	violation 	without 	re- 
dress. 	And 	for 	a conduct 	like 	this, they 
who have never concurred in any measure for 
the public benefit, they who have never con-
curred in any means to secure you a peaceable 
and fair election, after all their hoStilities come 
forward, band .in hand, with the same general 
and hacknied professions of devotion to your 
interest, unblushingly to demand your appro- 
bation and support! 	 . 

" Gentlemen, throughout the history of the 
world, down to the present moment, all per-. 
soma parties 	and 	factions have always been 
found dangerous to the liberties of 'every free 
people; but 

THEIR COALITIONS, 

-unless resisted 	and 	punished by the 	public, 
are certainly fatal. 	I may be mistaken; 	but 
I am firmly persuaded, that there still remains 
in this country a public, 	both 	able and willing 
to 	teach 	its government, 	that it 	has 	other 
more important duties to perform, besides the,  
levying of taxes, 	creation 	of peerages, com- 
promising 	of 	counties, 	and 	arrangement 	of 
boroughs. 	With a perfect indifference for my 
ow n personal success, 1 give you this opportu, 
pity of commencing that l( s,,on to those in ad- 
ministration, which it 	is 	high time they were 
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taught. 	The fair and honourable expenses. of 
an election (and of a petition too, if necessary) 
I 	will 	bear 	with 	cheerfulness. 	And if, by 
your spirited exertions to do yourselves right, 
of which I entertain no 	doubt, 	I should be 
seated 	as 	your representative, 	whenever you 
shall think you have found some other person 
likely 	to 	perform 	the.  duties of that station 
more honestly and usehilly 	to the country, it 
shall, without hesitation, be resigned by 	me, 
with much greaterpleasure than it is now so- 
licited. 

" I un, gentlemen, 

" Your most 'obedient servant,. 

" JOHN HORNE TOOKE." 

" Wednesday, June 16, 1790." 

• . 
It is not a little reinarkable, that on this or-

casion, Mr. Tooke evinced a talent for popular 
oratory, and seems to have made a far greater 
impression on those who either stood on or sur-
rounded the hustings, than either of his  com- 
petitors. 	His efrorts were chiefly directed against 
Mr. Fox, whom he repeatedly upbraided on ac-
count of his unnatural alliance with lord North. 
He loudly condemned hint also for the political 
gins of his youth, and now in vain attempted to 
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extract a pledge for parliamentary reform, at a 
more mature age. 

In fine, this candidate, who had spent his time 
of late chiefly among books and in the privacy of 
retired life, 	readily 	adapting 	himself 	to 	his 
new situation, was listened to with general at- 
tention, and greeted with loud applause. 	His 
humour, too, designedly broad and ludicrous, was 
singularly apposite as well as successful on the 
present occasion, and his remark, on Mr. Fox 
one day retiring, and consigning the hustings to 
the care of Mr. Sheridan, " that when the quack 
doctor withdrew, he always left his merry andrew 
behind him," attracted reiterated plaudits from 

• the surrounding crowd. 
At this period, he appears to have been slip-

ported by only one man of any consequence. 
This was lieutenant-general Melville, who, after 
proposing a test, pledging a repeal of the sep-
tennial act, and a due obedience to the instruc- 
tions of their constituents, 	to the other candi- 
dates, in vain, gav,e his single vote to Mr.Tooke, 
as he alone had consented to sign it. 

On this occasion, too, the subject of this me-
moir, at least affbrded an edifying example, as 
to the mariner of conducting an election, for he 
kept faithful to his promise, that he would not 
open a house for the purpose of treating the 
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electors, -give away a single cockade, or be 
at any other expense, than that of advertise-
ments. 

It may be readily supposed, that the efforts of 
this third candidate did 	not prove successful. 
Yet the appearance on the poll was far greater 
than might have been supposed, in consequence 
of the pretensions of a single individual, des-
titute alike of fortune and connexions, and who 
bad most unexpectedly offered himself to public 
notice. Indeed it will ailbrd occasion for no small 
degree of surprise, that lie should have been able 
to contend, but for a moment, with the trea-
sury and the Whig Club, the administrzition and 
the opposition, for the representation of a great 
city, which was the seat of government, and 
the residence of all the great aristocratical fami- 
lies in the kingdom. 	Notwithstanding this im-
posing mass of influence, he polled near seven-
ten hundred unsolicited electors, while the sum 
total of his expenses amounted. to no more than 
twenty-eight pounds. 	• 

At the conclusion of the conteit he published 
the following address: 
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" TO THE ELECTORS OF WESTMINSTER. 

" My mind, gentlemen, is filled with satisfac- 
tion 	and delight: 	the factions' of this country 
will soon 	he, 	where 	they 	ought to be, 	at 
the feet 	of 	the 	public. 	Their 	lords, their 
dukes, and their princes, have been compelled 
by you to combine, and openly to exert their 
utmost influence against the smallest and most 
unconnected individual 	in the 	land. 	Truth, 
and a clear principle, have served as a sling 
and a 	stone ; 	and, with these 	in 	our, hands, 
we have not been dismayed, and we will not 
be dismayed, at the most formidable political 
adversaries. 

" Inflividually feeble, and, 	till this moment, 
totally 	strangers to each.  other, 	we 	have, 	in 
seventeen days, restored more principle to the 
public mind, than theyhave been able to destroy 
in more than seventeen years. 	I came down to this 
contest, gentlemen, single and alone, without 
communication, consultation, or notice of any 
sort to any one creature upon the face of the 

	

earth ; , without the smallest support ; 	an 	ob- 
ject of the scorn, brutality, and derision, of a 
band of ruffians, who ,Atrrounded me, 	When., 
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on the first day of election, I polled twenty-
two votes, they were exactly two and twenty 
more than I 	expected. 	I 	continued 	many 
days on the hustings contentedly and cheer-
fully polling my score a day. 

" Now, how do I retire? with sixteen hundred 
and seventy-nine.awakened and approving elec-
tors, who are neither to be influenced blyhopeor 
by fear, by administration, "or opposition; and 
with the hearts and inclinations of more than 
three 	fourths of the 	real electors who have 
given their votes against me, 	and of ninety 
out of a hundred of those who have not voted 
at all. 

,c Gentlemen, I 	do not consider what has 
been 	passing before us 	as any real election. 
As things at present are managed, it is im- 
possible that the real electors of Westminster 
should enjoy even .that pitiful share of repre- 
sentation which 	is 	nominally left 	them. 	I 
trust I shall be 'the means of doing away for 
ever .the 	infamies of what is called a West- 
minster election.  

" The sacrifice which I have already made is, 
personally, very important to me; but, I will 
go further, 	I will .pre:;ent 	a 	petition against 
the return of Mr. Fox and lord Hood to par- 
liament. 	And 	I will 	endeavour to extort, by 
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shame, 	from those whom no 	engagements, 
no honour, 	no sense .of public justice, or of 

• public decency can move; I will endeavour, by 
shame, to extort redress, and a peaceable, quiet 
election in 	future, without 	perjury or blood- 
shed, for the real electors of Westminster. 

" Gentlemen, whenever, by some new coali-
tion, which prQbably is not far distant, some 

. consequent preferment shall vacate Mr. Fox's 
seat for 	Westminster, 	I 	shall again 	present 
myself to you for your choice.  

" I am, gentlemen, 
" Your most obedient servant, 

" JOHN HORNE TOOKE." 

This was soon after succeeded by the follow, 
ing singular petition; 

,c To the Honourable the Comnmns of Great 
Britain, in Parliament assenzbled. 

" The Petition of John Horne Tooke, esq. • 
" Sheweth, 

" That your petitioner now is, 	and at the 
time of the last election for Westminster was, 
an elector for Westminster, and a candidate tck 
represent the said city and liberty in the present 
parliament. 
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" That in the said city and liberty there are • 

seventeen thousand two hundred and ninety-one 
householders, rated in the parish books, unre-
presented in parliament, and without the means .  
of being represented therein, although, by direct 
and indirect taxation, 	they contribute to the 
revenue of the state very considerably more than 
those who send a hundred members to par-
liament.  

" That at each of the three last elections for 
Westminster, viz. in 17S4, in 1788, and in 1790, . 
notoriously 	deliberate outrage 	and purposely 
armed violence was used, and at each of these 
elections murder was committed. 

"That for these past outrages, as if there was 
no attorney-general, no government,. and no le-
gislature in the land, not the least redress has 
been obtained, nor the least punishment, not 
even the least censure, inflicted; 	nor has any 
remedy whatever been appointed or attempted, 
to prevent a repetition ofsimilar outrages in future. 

" That at the election for Westminster 	in 
1784, a scrutiny was demanded in behalf of 
sir Cecil Wray, which was granted on the 17th 
of May, 1784, and, with the approbation or di-
rection of the then hou,e of commons, was con-
tinued till the 3d of March, 1785, when a Very 
small comparative progress having been wades 
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(viz. through the small parish of St. Anne, and 
not entirely through ,St. Martin's, leaving to-
tally untouched the parishes of St. George, St. 
James, St. 'Margaret, St. John, St. Paul Covent 
Garden, St. Mary le Strand, and St. Martin 
le Grand,) the said scrutiny was, by the direc-
tion or approbation of the house ,of commons, 
relinquished, without effect, after having lasted 
ten months, and with an .expense to sir Cecil 
Wray of many thousand pounds more than ap-
pears by some late proceedings in chancery to 
be the allowed average price of a krpetual seat. 
in the house 	 for leois- of 	 where seats , 	 t, 
lation are as notoriously bought and sold as 
stalls and standing for cattle at a fair. ,, 

inster in 	788, " That on the election forW est m 	1 
there being an absolute and experienced impos-
sibility of determining the choice of the electors 
by a scrutiny before the returning officer, a peti-
tion against the return was presented to the then 
house of commons by lord Hood, and . another 
petition also 	against the return was presented 
by certain electors of Westminster; and a com-
mittee was Consequently appointed, which com-
menced its proceedings on Friday, April the 3d, 
1789, and continued till .June 18, 1789, when 
the 	committee, 	as 	able 	and 	respectable 	as 
ever 	were sworn, to 	try 	and 	determine the 
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matter of any petition, on 	their oaths, ' Re- 
solved, that, from the progress which the com- 
mittee have hitherto been able to make since the 
commencement of their proceedings, as well as 
from an attentive consideration of the different 
circumstances relating to the cause, a final de-
cision on the business before them cannot take 
place in the course of the present session ; and 
that not improbably the whole of the presest 
parliament may be consumed in a tedious and 
expensive litigation. 

" ' Resolved, That from the necessary length 
of the preceding, and from the approach of the 
general election, which must occur, not later 

'than the spring of 1791, 	(nearly two 	years 
more,) the prosecution of the cause, on the part 
of the Petitioners, promises to be fruitless, as far 
' as it respects the representation of Westminster 
in the present parliament. 

,c c Resolved, That, it be recommended to the 
petitioners to withdraw their petitions under the 
special circumstances of the case.' 

"That (notwithstanding this extraordinary and 
perhaps unparalleled application from a court of 
justice to its suitors) lord Hood and the other 
petitioners having refused to withdraw their re-
spective petitions, the proceedings ,of the com-
mittee continued till July the Gth, 1789, when, a 
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very small comparative progress having been 
made, the petitioners, from a conviction of the 
impossibility of any decision by the.committee, 
were compelled to abandon their petitions with-
out any effect, or tendency towards effect, after a 
tedious and expensive litigation of three months 
and three days, and with an expense to the can-
didate of more than fourteen thousand pounds. 

" That 	under these circumstances, 	as the 
petitioner declined demanding 	a scrutiny be- 
fore the returning officer, so he is compelled to 
disclaim all scrutiny before a committee of the 
house of commons ; for although the act of the 
10th of George II, by which the said commit-
tee is appointed, recites in its preamble, that, 
Whereas the present mode of decision upon 

petitions complaining of undue elections, or re-
turns of members to serve in parliament, fre- 
quently 	obstructs 	private 	business, 	occasiopS 
much expense, trouble, and delay, to time par-
ties, &c., for remedy thereof, &c.; yet it would 
be less expensive and less ruinous to the peti-
tioner to be impeached, even according to the 
present mode of conducting impeachments, and 
to be convicted, too, of real crime4, than to be 
guilty of attempting to obtain justice for him-
self and the injured electors of 'Westminster, by 
t119 only mode which the new remedial statute 

   
  



1790- 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE'TOOla. 	57 
of the 10th of George III, has appointed for 
that purpose ; however well adapted that mode 
of decision may be to settle the disputed claims 
of the proprietors of small boroughs, for whose 
usurped and smuggled interests alone the framers 
of the bill, and of those bills which have since 
been built upon it, seem to have had any real 
concern. 

" That by the gth of Anne, chap. 5th, the 
right of electors (before unlimited by qualifica-
tion in the objeks of their choice) is restricted 
in cities and boroughs to citizens and burgesses 
respectively, having an estate freehold or copy-
hold, for their own respective lives, of the an-
nual value of three hundred pounds above re- 
prizes. 	That 	this 	very moderate restriction, 
however vi icious in its principle,, leaving all ci- 
tizens 	and 	burgesses 	eligible 	possessing 	life 
estates, freehold or copyhold, of the annual va-
lue of three hundred pounds, will henceforth 
only serve as a snare, to the candidate and a 
mockery of the electors, if such candidate, pos-
sessing a life estate of three hundred pounds a 
year, must expend fifty 'thousand pounds (and 
there is no probable appearance that a hundred 
thousand pounds would be sufficient) in attempt-
ing, by a tedious, expensive, and ineffectual ha- 
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gation, to sustain the choice of his constituents, 
and to prove himself duly elected. 

" That though your petitioner complains (as 
he hereby does) of the undue election and re-
turn of lord Hood, and the right hon. Charles - 
James Fox, to this present parliament, for the 
city and liberty of Westminster, yet is your pe-
titioner, by a persecution and proscription of 
more than twenty years, disabled from making • 
that pecuniary sacrifice which by the present new 
mode of investigation is (and ought not to be) 
necessary, effectually to prove such undue re-
turn ; and yet your petitioner fully trusts, that, 
notwithstanding a very great majority of the 
house of commons (for so it continues to be 
styled) arc not as they ought to be, elected by 
the commons of this realm, (in any honest 
meaning of the word ' commons ;') and must, 
therefore, naturally and necessarily have a bias 
and interest against a fair and reap representa- 
tion 	of the pople, 	yet. your petitioner fully 
trusts that lie shall be able to lay before ' a com-
mittee, chosen and sworn to try and determine 
the matter of this petition, evidence of such a 
nature as the committee Alin, on their oaths, 
think proper to report to the house some reso-
lution or resolutions, other than the determina- 
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lion of the return ; and that the house will 
make such order thereon as to them shall seem 
proper: 

" And your petitioner doubts not, that, as an 
elector at leaSt, he shall in consequence receive 
'such redress as will be much more important to 
him, and to the electors of Westminster, than 
ztny determination of the return. 

" JOHN HORNE TOOKE." 

Notwithstanding this petition was 	deemed 
highly indecorous by the speaker, and several 
of the members were adverse to its reception, 
yet, on a recommendation from the chair, it was 
read at the table, and a day fixed for taking it 
into consideration. 	Accordingly, a committee 
•being nominated for that purpose, a report was 
soon after delivered to the house, pronouncing 
• it to be " frivolous and vexatious *."  

%(- The act relative to frivolous and vexatious petitions was 
introduced in consequence of the conduct of a Mr. alder-
man 'Woldridge, who offered himself a candidate for the bo-
rough of Abingdon, in 1780, in opposition to Mr. Mayor, 
without any pretensions whatsoever.• 	Having lost his elec- 
tiotb he petitioned the house of commons; but, on a commit-
tee being nominated to take his supposed grievances into 
consideration, he abandoned the prosecution, having neither 
counsel, attorney, nor evidence ready. 	A special report was 
made in this case; and from this single precedent, originated 

'an act of parliamtnt, declaring, that in cases where a pe- 
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By a late act of parliament, the successful can-
didates were, in such cases, entitled to damages ; 
and, although lord Hood refused to take advan-
tage of its provisions, yet Mr. Fox, soon after, 
was induced to bring an action, in the court of 
King's Bench, against the petitioner, for the 
sum of one hundred and ninety-eight pounds 
two shillings and twopence, being the amount 
of the taxed costs of the expenses incurred. 

The trial did not, however, take place until 
April 30, 1792, when Mr. Ciarrow opened the 
case for the plaintiff, and Mr. Erskine contented 
himself with stating this to be an action of debt, 
to recover the amount of a sum of money, cer-
tified under the warrant of the speaker of the 
house of commons. 

Mr. Home Tooke, the defendant, then rose. 
and spoke as follows : 

" Gentlemen of the jury, we are called upon 
this day, both you and 1, to perform a very im-
portant business of great national concern : the 
memory of which, I will venture to foretel, will 

tition should be voted " frivolous.  and vexatious," the peti-
tioner should pay all costs. 
• As this deprived the supposed delinquent of the benefit of 
an appeal to a jury, and rendered a committee of the house of 
commons the arbiters of his fortUne, it was always considered 
by Mr. Hui ne Tooke, as a measure, at once arbitrary, unjust, 
and unconstitutional. 
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not be buried with ourselves ; nor will its. conse-
quences finish with your verdict. 

" In the performance of this duty to our coun-
try, I must beg you to observe, and carefully to 
remember it to the end, that there are only three 
efficient and necessary parties ; 	Mr. Fox, the 
plaintiff; myself, the defendant; and you, gen- 
ticinen, the jury. 	The judge and the cryer of 
the court attend alike in,  their respective situ-
ations ; and they arc paid by us for their attend-
ance; we pay them well; they are hired to be 
the assistants and reporters, but they are not, 
and they never were intended to be the con- 
tronlers of Our conduct. 	For the whole of this 
business is comprised in Mr. Fox's action, in my 
defence, and in your verdict. 

"Mr. Fox's part is the first: and in bringing 
' this action against me he has discharged the 
duty of an honest man ; and for this at least he 
deserves the thanks of the public ; for you will 
very much wrong.us both, both•him and me, if 
you imagine there is any thing mean, or per—
sonal, or mercenary, in this question, which you 
are now to decide between us. 	No. 	It is not 
that he may gain, or that I may save these two 
hundred pounds, that is by any means the ulti:- 
mate object either of his action, or of my de- 
fence. 	A great and important national right is. 
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at stake. 	The last and only security which the 
full-grown corruption and iniquity of the times 
have left to the people of this land for their 
lives, their liberties, and their property, this last 
and only security—a real trial by a jury of 
our country — is now attempted to be wrested 
from us. 
' " I do not with certainty know, but I am 

firmly persuaded, that  the plaintiff and myself 
shall not be found finally to differ in' our senti-
ments on this question : and I should be highly 
gratified, if, instead of being the plaintiff, Air. 
Fox himself was one of the present .jury now to 
decide it. 	But he has performed the whole of 
his duty on this ,occasion ; and in bringing this 
action against me, he has afforded to us, with 
whom alone it now remains, a desirable oppor-, 
tunity of discharging our duty also. 

" For myself, with all possible plainness, I will 
endeavour, as briefly as I can, to discharge my 
part of this dutvA to our country. 	And I trust 
that you will, as serious and honest men, dis- 
charge 	your 	duty 	also, 	conscientiously and 
faithfully." 

After this introduction, Mr. Tooke stated, 
that it suited the views " of the two factions 
who had been long contending, and still continue 
to contend, for the plunder and patronage of 
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the country," in 1784, to dispute the represen- 
tation of the city of 	Westminster. 	The conse- 
quences were, the most scandalous bribery, the 
most shameful perjury, the most cruel and anda- 
dons riots, and, finally, murder.. 	In 1788, the 
factions again contended with each other, for the 
same object, when the consequences and means 
were exactly as before : and, in the space of four 
years, two hundred thousand pounds were distri-
buted among the most worthless of the populace. 

Having here asserted, that the ministerial side 
raised 	their portion of the expenses by a sub- 
scription among the members 	of the public 
hoards, whom he now named, he •was called 
to order by lord Kenyon, the presiding judge, 
who was pleased to observe, that " a court ofjus- 
ticc was not a place for calumny." 	On this, the 
defendant, with great readiness, retorted, that 
if, under pretence of a defence, he uttered any 
thing punishable by the laws of the land, he was 
liable to chastisement ; and if by calumny was 
meant falshood , then his lordship had calumni-
ated him. 

After an explanation from the bench, in which 
such an idea was formally disavowed, Mr. Home 
Tooke restated his former assertions, and ob-
served, that the duke of Richmond  had contri-
buted five hundred pounds ; the duke of New- 
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castle, five hundred pounds ; the lords of the 
treasury, two hundred pounds each ; the lords 
of the admiralty, one hundred and fifty pounds 
each, &c. &c. 

" I myself took a part, and a very strenuous 
part, in 	the election of 	178S ; and I, too, was 
bribed; for promises are bribes; 	and I was pro- 
mised two important things, by persons, who, 
from their stations 	and situations, were well 
able 	to fulfil their promises. 	And I 	will tell 
you what the bribes were to me :—I was assured 
that two things should most undoubtedly fol-
low— prosecution and punishment upon the of-
fenders, to deter them in future from the com-
mission of such outrages, such perjury, and sub-
ornation of perjury ; and an act of parliament, 
as well as parliamentary regulations, to make the 
repetition of such infamous practices imposSible in 
future : 	and thus to restore a fair and quiet and 
real election to the people of Westminster. 	I 
received the promises, but never received any 
thing like 	a fulfilment of them ; 	for, instead 
of a prosecution of the most atrocious offenders, 
against whom the evidence was niiiple, 	full, and 
complete ; and, instead of any parliamentary re-
gulations, to prevent these perjuries and suboi--
nations of perjury, and these outrages and slaugh- 
ters in future ; 	a COMPROMISE took place he, 
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tWeen the factions ; 	they had 	effectually ex- 
cluded, as they had reason to think, all the rest 
of the world from 	disputing 	an election in 
Westminster with them, at such an enormous 
expense, and without any possibility of decid- 
ing the merits of the return. 	But finding the 
expense of contending this one single seat too 
great even for themselves to continue, they imi= 
tated the decision, which, 	I think, is called the 
'wisdom .of Solomon —they cut up the living ob-
ject for which they had contended, and divided 
it between them. • Cruel enough ! 	but .no won- 
der—they had 	mangled •it before in the strug- 
gle. 

" Well, 	gentlemen, 	the ‘representation for 
Westminster was now, to all appearance, effec- 
tually annihilated. Who would contest? 	Who 
could contest it with 	them ? 	There was no 
third faction in the country strong . enough to 
contend with either of them : where, then, was 
one to be found, which could contend with a 
confederacy of both ?, 	They never could fore- 
see, such mercenary dealers 	as these could not 
even imagine, that any single individual would 
be so 	disinterested, 	or, 	in 	their 	language, 	so 
mad, as to sacrifice himself, by becoming a can-
didate at such an election, where it seemed ab- 
solutely impossible to succeed, and yet 	it NIraS 
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that very notion of theirs which made me a 
candidate for Westminster. 	It was just at' that 
period, the last office in 	the world which I 
should have wished to undertake ; and nothing 
but the infamy of their conduct made me a 
candidate; the very methods they took, and by 
which they hoped to deter all men, determined 
me. 	For they were not contented with. this 
compromise alone. 	It .dcd not satisfy them on- 
ly to be sure  of their present. object ; 	but they 
must also secure the continuance of possession, 
and guard, as they thought, against all future 
possible molestation and expense. 	To make, 
therefore, security itself still 	more secure — to 
cut off all possible contest—and farther, to dis-
courage all independent interference ; in 1789, 
upon the very heels Of lord Hood's expensive 
and ineffectual petition, they passed that act of 
parliament. 	The frivolous and vexatious act, 
upon which this present action is brought." 

He then proceeded to inquire, whether any 
body of men should be permitted to stretch out 
their sacrilegious hands to ravish the sacred right 
of " trial by jury ?" 	" Shall they first 	take 
away from us, with impunity," adds he, " all 
the benefit and 	advantages of a representation, 
and after that, snatch 'from us 	all the benefit 
and advantage of juries ? 	And shall we, with. 
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out a struggle proportioned to the importance 
of the benefits, tamely suffer our safety, securi-
ty, and peace, to be all torn away from us toge- 
ther ? 	A jury not entitled to inquire into the 
merits of the question brought before them, nor 
into any thing that relates to the merits, is no 
jury at all ; nor can it, in any respect, answer 
the' object of their appointment ; and any jury 
that shall give a verdict against any. defendant, 
without having first, accprding to the oaths of 
the jurors, well and truly tried the . question 
at 	issue 	between 	the 	parties, 	is a 'perjured 
jury." 

He then quoted Blackstone, to prove, that it 
was their duty to guard, with the most jealous 
circumspection, " against the introduction 	of 
new and arbitrary methods of trial ;" and in the 
course of his speech, pronounced an eulogium 
on the constitution, asserting, " that if rational, 
and dispassionate, and experienced men, were , 
at liberty to begin again, they would, by choice, 
and wisely, again establish hereditary kings and 
hereditary lords." 

" Now I desire you will reflect," added he, 
4C  what proofs of the debt have been brought 
before you. 	An examined copy of the journals 
of the house of commons, and the speaker's 
certificate, have been produced. But what are you 
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to try and examine ? Th,e speaker's certificate! 
If the speaker's certificate is sufficient to take 
away our property, why should not the speaker's 
certificate be .followed by an execution ? 	What 
occasion is there to 	call a jury together 	to 
try nothing? 	And vet to make them solemnly 
swear to try well and truly P 	I ask again, un- 
less it was for the purpose of perjuring a jury; 
why might not the execution have immediately 
followed the speaker's r ertificate, as well as your 
verdict ? 	Why ? there was no 	reason upon 
earth but one. 	It was clone to colour the tran- 
saction. 	They are not yet quite ripe enough 
to strip from us at once (and let us know it at 
the time) our right to a trial by jury. 	But 
they have completely done it in effect. 	They 
have left us the jury, but taken away the trial 

" They have, by a subterfuge, taken away the 
trial, which is the important part, 	and left us 
the jury, which, without trial, is a mere mock-
ery. 

" As men, then, as Englishmen, as Christians, 
if you have any sense of any other tie or reli-
gion, you are compelled to pay a sacred regard 
to that oath which you have sworn, that you 
will well and truly try, and that your verdict 
shall only be in consequence of having well acrd 
truly tried the merits of the question. 	Where 
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crime is the question, the jury must judge of the 
guilt charged, and of its extent ; and in actions 
for property, they 	must judge 	whether 	any 
thing is really due, and to what amount ; for if 
the jury are not to try and decide upon the 
whole merits of the question before them, no 
man in this country can be safe, in life or pro-
perty; for ever hereafter.—Gentlemen, you are 
all strangers 	to me; 	you ought to be, and I 
believe yon to be twelve good and honest men ; . 
and if you are so, and act and do your dnty lie- 

' cordingly, I will venture to say, you will sleep 
this night inure happily, and with more satis-
faction, than ever you slept in your lives." 

After a charge from lord Kenyon, who is said 
to have shed tears during one part of the trial, 
the jury retired ; and, as they could not agree, ... 
the court adjourned. 	At length, at ten o'clock 
at night, they delivered in 	a verdict 	for the 
plaintiff 

In 1792, Mr. Tooke resigned the lease of his 
house 'in Richmond Buildings, to a friend, and 
repaired to -a 	neighbouring 	village, 	which, 
thenceforth, became his constant residence. 	Ile 
had now attained 	the 	age 	of 	fifty-six, and 
was subject to a multitude of infirmities. 	• The 
.air of the metropolis had never agreed with him, 
and be had longed, for several years, to return 
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to the country, where he could breathe a freer 
atmosphere, and enjoy scenes and occupations, 
which were dear to him. 	In addition to this, 
he had always been attached to horticulture, and 
was desirous to spend the remainder of his days 
in 	cultivating his flowers, superintending the 
management of 	his fruit-trees, 'and in regulat- 
ing the economy and disposition of 	his escu- 
lents. 	The rearing of cauliflowers and cab- 

, 'bilges, the planting of gooseberries and 	cur- 
rants, the production of onions and radishes, 
may appear to some unworthy of the attention 
of a philosopher ; but the truth is, that he took 
great delight in 	these matters;. and it requires 
not the precedents of the elder Cato, in his 
decline, or Cincinnatus,, in 	the prime of life, 
either to justify or dignify such innocent 	and 
useful recreations. 

His house at Wimbledon, ,which was suffi-
ciently capacious for a larger family and a bet-
ter fortune, was detached, and pleasantly situ- 
ate. 	Two fields in front enabled him to keep 
a couple 	of cows, and lie 	busied himself 'not 
a little in providing a large store of parsnips for 
their supply of food during the 	winter. 	His 
gardens were both large and commodious, and. 
he employed sometimes one, and sometimes two 
persons in them, 
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He also possessed a small, but valuable col-
lection of books ; and he amused himself with 
the conversation of the two miss 4,HarteS, al- 
though 'they were still children. 	His friends 
frequently visited him, and Sunday soon became 
a day consecrated to 	hospitality. 	Ile himself 
frequently repaired to town, and he appears, at 
this period to 	have 	regularly 	attended 	the 
meetings of the " Constitutional Society." 	In 
short, although removed a few miles from the 
scene of action, politics and literature were still 
his favourite amusements, and lie continued, as 
before, to take a lively interest in all the occur-
rences of the times.  

Of these, the French revolution was of course 
the most prominent. 	Let 	not 	those, 	who, 
judging by subsequent events, may be disposed to 
compare it with Pandora's box, not onlyrepletewith 
all manner ofevils and mischiefs, but even destitute 
of the hope calculated to assuage them, decide 
too hastily on this occasion. 	That wonderful 
event, at the period alluded 	to, presented it- 
self in the most alluring attitude : for it exhibit-
ed the singular example of a great nation, anxi-
ous to limit but not destroy the power of its kings. 
as well as the privileges 'of its nobles, and eager 
to adopt the happier constitution of this coun-
try, as a model for its future government. 
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- 	Mr. Tooke was not one of the last to afford 
his approbation. 	Naturally of a warm and san- 
guine tempFrament  in respect to every thing 
,connected 	with liberty, 	lie augured the hap- 
piest results 	from, 	and gave his unqualified 
assent to, the proceedings of the Parisians. 	The 
capture of 	the Bastille was 	of course a sub- 
ject of triumph, and he ordered a fragment 'of 
that imposing mass, employed for the purpose 
of overawing and keeping the capital in shivery, 
to be deposited in a conspicuous place, in 	his 
Study. 

But notwithstanding this, at a meeting con-
voked soon after, for the purpose of celebrating 
that event, 	he controverted several of the prin- 
ciples laid down by colonel Miles, as tending to 
anarchy, and actually .employed his nephew to 
distribute letters containing his sentiments on 
this subject among the 	editors 	of the 	daily 
newspapers. 	On the 14th of July, 1790, which 
was the first anniversary dinner, and at which the 
earl of Stanhope presided, he-once more evinced 
his unvaried attachment to the constitution of 
his native country. 	Accordingly, when Mr. 
S.heridan moved a resolution *, highly compli= 

* Copy of Mr. Sheridan's motion :— 
" That this meeting does most cordially rejoice in the cs-

tAblishrnent and confirmation of liberty in France ; and that 
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In entary to the French revolution, he expressed 
a strong desire that some qualifying expression 
knight be added, to this general motion of ap-
probation, and insisted, " that the English na-
tion had only to maintain and improve the con-
stitution which their ancestors have transmitted 
to them." 	This positiOn, although at first op- 
posed; with tumult and vehemence, in conse-
quence of his arguments and perseverance, was 
at length carried unanimously. 

It could not escape his discernment, however, 
that a war between the two countries was not 
far distant ; and he did every thing in his power 
to avert so great an evil. Accordingly;  he endea-
voured .to awaken the nation at large to a sense 
of their danger. 	He also employed all his influ- 

it beholds, with peculiar satisfaction, the sentiments of amity 
and good will 	which appear to pervade the people of that 
Country towards 	this kingdom, especially .at a time when it 
is the manifest 	interest of both states 	that nothing should 
interrupt the harmony that at present subsists between them, 
and 	which 	is so essential for the 	freedom and happiness, 
not only of both nations, but of all mankind." 

Copy of the amendment proposed and carried, as a sepa-
rate resolution, by Mr. Horne Tooke:— 
. " We feel equal satisfaction that the subjects of England, 

by 	the virtuous exertions of their ancestors, have not •o ar- 
duous a task to perform as the French had; but have only- 
to maintain and improve 	the constitution, which their fore- 
fathers have transmitted to them." 

VOL. II. 	 I 
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ence with the " Constitutional Society" to use all 
possible means to prevent a rupture ; and al-
though he differed with the leading members of 
the " London Corresponding Society," in respect 
to their impolitic propositions relative to annual 
parliaments and universal suffrage, yet he gave his 
ivarrnest support to the plans adopted by them, 
to render such a measure unpopular. 

On the other hand, the ministers were not 
idle ; and the violence and gross misconduct of 
some of the partisans of French liberty, afford-
ed a colourable pretext, at least, for the events 
that ensued. 	Accordingly, 	rumours of plots 
and conspiracies were propagated; the parlia- 
ment was 	suddenly 	convoked ; 	the 	Habeas 
Corpus Act was suspended ; the Tower of Lon-
don was fortified, and preparations seemingly in-
dicative of civil war actually took place. 

The execution 	of Louis XVI became the 
signal for hostilities. 	This 	unfortunate event, 
instead 	of rendering 	the 	nation 	unanimous, 
seemed but to increase the public discontent; 
and many began to predict great and sudden 
changes. 	But notwithstanding 	the 	alarming 
situation 	of 	affairs, 	no 	serious 	explosion 
could possibly have taken place 	Projects, dis- 
countenanced by the government, and the laws, 
and not generally adopted by the nation, must 
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have evaporated, 	as usual, in the ebullition of, 
popular paragraphs and tavern-dinners, 	while 
a militia, 	'officered 	by men 	of. fortune, 	and 
an army, faithful to its interests and its oaths, 
surrounded and supported the. throne..  

On the other band, it is not to be supposed 
that Mr. Pitt, whose father had been the ori-
ginal' author, and himself the prime mover of 
a parliamentary reform, could have been so lost 
to all sense of shame, as to endeavour to commit 
a legal murder on those who had followed his 
own example, and merely persevered in those 
plans, which he himself had 	broached, 	ma- ' 
tured, and abandoned ! 	That minister never 
conceived the idea of a public prosecution, un-
til he was firmly persuaded that a treasonable 
plot existed for the overthrow of the state, and 
that, under a popular pretext, a revolution was 
actually meditated, on the same principles, and 
with the same designs, as had been so recently 
effected in France. 

Two events produced this illusion, and these 
I shall briefly detail, from information obtained 
by means of one of the persons chiefly inte- 
rested on the present occasion. 	. 

Among the immense number of spies and. 
informers now employed, 	were several of a 
higher order, some of whom were solely actuated 

I S 
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by zeal ; while others, who would have spurned 
the idea of pecuniary gratifications, 	were iiiflu- 
enced solely by the hopes of offices and appoint- 
ments. 	One of the latter had for some time 
attached himself .to Mr. Tooke, and was a fre- 
quent visitor at Wimbledon. 	His station and 
character were calculated to shield him from sus-
picion, but his host, who was too acute to be so 
easily duped, soon saw through the flimsy veil 
of his pretended discontent. 	As he had ma- 
ny personal friends, 	in 	various 	departments 
of government, lie soon 	discovered the view s, 

connexions, and pursuits of his guest ; hut, in-
stead of upbraiding him with his treachery, and 
dismissing him with contempt, 	as most other 
men in his situation would have done, he deter- 
mined to foil him, if possible, 	at his own wea- 
pons. 

It was always a maxim with Mr. Tooke, in 
the war of politics, to turn the enemy's cannon on 
themselves; and no one was ever more ready to 
exclaim :  

" Let it work, 
• For 'tis the sport, to have the engineer 

Iloist with his own petard : and it shall go hard; 
But I will delve one yard below their mine, 
And blow them to the moon !" 	HamLET, act 3, s. 4. 

Lie accordingly pretended to admit the spy 
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into his entire confidence, and completed the de-
lusion, by actually rendering 'the person, who 
wished to circumvent him, in his turn, a dupe_ 
Mr. Tooke began by dropping remote hints, re-
lative to the strength and zeal of the popular 
party, taking care to magnify their numbers, 
praise their unanimity, and commend their reso- 
lution. 	By,degrees he descended to particulars, 
and at length communicated confidentially, and 
under the most solemn promises of secrecy, the 
alarming intelligence, that some of the guards 
were gained ; that an armed force was organ-
ized ; and that the nation was actually on the 
eve of a revolution. 	After a number of inter- 
views, he at length affected to own, that he him, 
self was at the head of the, conspiracy, and 
boasted, like Pompey of old, " that he could 
raise legions, merely by stamping on the ground 
with his foot 1" 

To comprehend the full effect of this, it is 
only necessary to advert to the situation of the 
country at that period. 	The war was deemed 
unjust by many, and was then generally unpo- 
pular. 	Certain accredited 	persons 	had 	been 
lately sent by some of the societies to France, 
arid a treasonable correspondence with that coun- 
try was now supposed to exist. 	The capital be- 
gan to be in a perturbed state ; the manufactur- 
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ing 	districts 	were 	agitated ; 	political 	associ- 
ations multiplied ; and, to crown the whoA, it 
was rumoured, that an attempt bad been made 
to debauch the household troops from their 
loyalty ; and, by their means, effect a change 
similar to that which had been 	so 	recently 
achieved in a neighbouring kingdom, by means 
of the French guards. 	 • 

In this situation of affairs, the ministers were 
of course alarmed : they could only obtain in-
telligence by means of their reporters; a new 
name, first used about this period, to diminish 
the odium attached to the word spy.; and it is 
always the obvious interest of this order of men 
to alarm and terrify. 	It appeared evident, from 

, the concurring testimony of all these, that a 
crisis was to be expected ; and that something 
must be done, to detect and punish the authors, 
abettors, and instigators of the supposed con- 
spiracy.' 	 The intelligence daily obtained from 
Mr. TooLe's colfidentialli•iend, seemed to con-
firm and• to realize the worst conjectures; and 
the cabinet ministers accordingly deemed them-
selves justified in adopting measures correspond-
ent with the urgency of the occasion. 

It was in this perplexing state of afl'airs, that 
a letter was intercepted, of so serious and alarm-
ing a nature, as to appear to give certainty to 
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supposition, and set doubt itself at defiance. 
It was written by the reverend Jeremiah Joyce, 
a person of fair character and good education ; 
and, at the same time,' an active and intelligent 
member of the Constitutional Society. 	This 
gentleman, who was then employed in educating 
the children of lord Stanhope, was known to vi- 
sit and 	to correspond with the politician of 
Wimbledon ; a man; long considered as the 
,, master spirit," who brooded over those trea-
sons now about to be disclosed. 

The following is an exact copy of the porten-
tous note: 
,c DEAR CITIZEN, 

" This morning, at six o'clock, citizen Hardy 
,, was taken away, by order from the secretary 
,, of state's office : they seized every thing they 
,c could lay hands on. — Ouery, is .it possible to 
" get ready by Thursday ? 

" 'Yours, 
" J. JOYCE." 

On the receipt of this terrific 	epistle, 	mi- 
nisters instantly took the alarm ; and, as a spe-
cific day was supposed to be actually indicated 
for an insurrection, it was determined to antici- 
pate that event. 	Accordingly all the avenues 

   
  



120 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	ri94. 

to Mr. Tooke's house were instantly watched; 
and his carriage was followed next morning to 
the city. 	Soon after he had sat down to din- 
ner, 	at the house of a gentleman, in Spital 
Square, a detachment of soldiers \vas sent to that 
quarter ; and, in the course of the afternoon, a 

. troop of light horse passed by the windows of 
the apartment in which he happened to sit.' He 
himself was seized by a ivarrant from the secre-
tary of state, early in the morning of the 16th 
of May, 1794, 	and 	conveyed a prisoner • to.  
town. 

No sooner did Mr. Tooke perceive his com-
mitment to be inevitable, than his mind, per-
fectly at ease respecting his own fate, was en-
tirely occupied about the care and preservation 
of his daughters. 	He accordingly transmitted 
the following letter to a lady on whose prudence 
and discretion he could implicitly rely. 

Whitehall, May 17, 1791.. 
" DEAR MADAM, 

44  I take the liberty of requesting you to go 
f' to my house, at Wimbledon, for a short time, 
" to accompany my- poor girls in my absence. 
" I am in custody, by order of the secretary of 
" state, 	and cannot return. 	The 	gentleman 

who brings this note will accompany you this 
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5C  evening to Wimbledon. You will very greatly 
" oblige me by this act of kindness. 

" Your most obedient servant, 
" J. HORNE TOOKE." 

Soon after this he was conveyed to the Tower, 
with 	the formalities 	usually observed 	in 	re- 
spect to those who are detained on suspicion of 
treason. 

In this fortress, which, in the course of our 
early history, had,witnessed so many acts of vio-
lence, outrage, and murder, 31r. Tooke was con- 
fined, a close prisoner, for several months. 	Dur- 
ing a considerable portion of this period, he was . 
debarredirorn pen, ink, and paper; and no one was 
suffered to have any intercourse with him except 
the jailors. 	At length, a certain degree of re- 
laxation took place ; and- this had become abso- 
lutely 	necessary, 	indeed, 	on 	account of 	his 
health, which required frequent medical attend- 
ance. 	He was accordingly permitted to trans-' 
mit a letter, on this subject, to the privy coun-
cil ; and, nearly at the same time, his friend Mr. 
Vaughan, the barrister, addressed sir Richard 
Ford on the same subject. 	From the original 
correspondence, now before me, I am enabled 
to discover, and most willingly relate, that go-. 
'imminent paid immediate attention to the very 
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first application ; 	and that an order was in- 
stantly issued for the admission of Dr. Pearson 
and Mr. Cline, " as often as the state of Mr. 
Tooke's health should render it proper and ne- 
cessary." 	To these professional gentlemen was 
soon after added Mr. Keates ; and I perceive, 
that the barrister alluded to above, now found 
an opportunity to communicate, by means of a 
third person, "that he had some money of Mr. 
Tooke's in his hand, and that he would be ex-
tremely happy to execute any commission rela-
lative to the family at Wimbledon." 

In addition to medical assistance, other atten-
tions were not wanting; for the prisoner now 
obtained the daily services of a bartper ; and, 
through this medium, was at lengtt gratified 
with the perusal of a morning paper, which af-
forded him no small share of amusement, al-
though he often found himself described "as a 
hoary traitor," and the "ringleader of a gang 
of conspirators, who had been employed to de-
stroy our glorious constitution in church and 
state." 

He had also frequent opportunities of com-
municating with those who had been taken up 
and confined at the same time, particularly 
Mr. Stuart Kydd, who was bred, like himself, 
to the bar, and Mr. Bonney, who had practised 
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for some years as a solicitor. 	This intercourse 
was obtained by simply leaning out of their re-
spective windows, and conversing at periods 
when no one happened to pass ; and, although 
nothing new was learned, yet it may be easily 
supposed, that these stolen interviews could not 
fail to be gratifying. 
• Meanwhile, Mr. Tooke was entirely at a loss 
respecting the accusation against him. 	He was 
conscious, that he had not committed any of-
fence, which could be construed into treason by 
thelawi 	of England ; yet he did not know, but 
that, however innocent himself, be might be im- 
plicated by the acts of others. 	In this state of 
uncertainty, he conceived an idea, that novel 
and extraordinary measures would be recurred 
to ; and suspected, that it was intended to cut 
him off by means of some new statute enacted 
expressly for this purpose. 	He was in • some 
measure relieved, however, from all his embar-
rassments and suspicions on receiving the col-
lection of printed documents 'relative to the Cor-
responding Society, from which he first guessed 
at the nature of the charges intended to be ad- 
duced against him. 	He now began to perceive, 
for the 	first 'time, that his trial was to take 
place according to all the customary forms of 
law ; and was most agreeably disappointed on 
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learning that he was to he treated like a common 
culprit. 

Mr. Tooke, about this time, received great 
consolation, and assistance also, from the com-
pany and conversation of his nephew, who was 
admitted to visit him, and assisted in the ar- 
rangement of his papers. 	In fine weather, he 
constantly walked on the walls of the Tower, 
and nothing could induce him to forego that sa- 
tisfaction. 	Whenever an opportunity offered, 
he would rise from the table containing the ma-
terials of his exculpation, and after animadvert-
ing with contempt, rather than indignation, "on 
the weakness as well as wickedness of his ene-
mies," he rushed out of the apartment, wishing 
" they had given him something to defend, for 
he could not give his serious attention to such 
rWiculous imputations as these!" 

After an imprisonment of upwards of three 
months in the Tower, it became necessary that 
he should be transferred, according to custom, 
to one of the city jails, in order to be tried. 
One remarkable circumstance occurred on his 
removal to Newgate ; for, on his arrival there, 
the jailor positively refused to receive him, no 
warrant having been brought for' that purpose. 
On this his kinsman returned to the Tower, 
and while the prisoner sat in Kirby's parlour, he 
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applied to the proper officer, for the necessary 
authority. 	In consequence.  of the absence of a 
clerk, some new delay occurred, until, at length, 
snatching up a pen,• he himself drew up the 
order for the commitment of his own uncle; 
which being accompanied soon after with the 
usual official signature, be was enabled to return, 
and transfer the supposed traitor, from all the 
comforts of a good room and a blazinosb  fire, to 
an apartment and accommodations of a very dif-
ferent description. 

Although above ground, this possessed all the 
true and genuine characteristics of a dungeon. 
The water trickled down from the walls, the floor 
had been just washed, and the bed clothes were 
so damp, that the moisture actually exhaled in 
clouds of vapour, on the application of artificial 
beat. 	'Such were the comforts reserved for a . 
man, who had attained nearly sixty years of age, 
was oppressed by misfortunes, overwhelmed by 
disease, and doomed to stand a trial for his life 
and fortwae! 

   
  



CHAPTER IV. 

FROM 1794 TO 1801. 

.Trial and Acquittal for Treason.—Contest with 
the Comntissioners of Income Tax.—Eecomes 
once more a Candidate for Firestminster. 

ON the 10th of September, 1794, a special 
commission of over and terminer was issued 
under the great seal, to inquire of certain high 
treasons and misprisions of treason within the 
county of Middlesex; 4nd on Thursday, Octo-
ber 2, the same was opened at the session house, 
in Clerkenwell, in presence of : 

The right honourable sir James Eyre, knight, 
lord chief .  justice of the court of Common Pleas; 

The right honourable sir Archibald Mac-
donald, knight, lord chief baron of the Ex-
chequer ;  

The right honourable sir Beaumont Hotham, 
knight, one of the barons of the court ofExchequer ; 

The honourable sir Francis Buller, baronet, 
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one of the justices of the court of Common 
Pleas ; 

The honourable sir Nash Grose, knight, one 
of the justices of the King's Bench; 

And the honourable sir Soulden Lawrence, 
knight, one of the justices of the court of King's 
Bench. 
. After the commission had been read with the 

usual forms, the pannel of the grand jury was 
delivered by the sheriffs, and the following gen-
tlemen were sworn: 

1. Benjamin Winthrop, esq. foreman. 
'2. John HenrySehneider,esq. 	12. Samuel Hawkins, esq. 
3. Edward Ironside, esq. 	13. George Ward, esq. 
4. Benjamin Kenton, esq. 	14. Thomas Boddam, esq. 
5. Rawson Hart Boddam,esq. 	15. Joseph Lancaster, esq. 
6. John Aris, esq. 	16. Robert Wilkinson, esq. 
7. William Pardoe Allet,esq. 	17. George GalwayMills,esq. 
S. John Perry, esq. 	18. Henry Wright, esq. 
9. Henry Peter Kull; esq. 	19. John Hatchett, esq. 

10. Thomai Winslow, esq. 	20. Rowland Stephenson, esq. 
11. Thomas Cole, esq. 	21. John Campbell, esq. 

The charge to the grand inquest, by lord 
chief justice Eyre, consisted of a long and ela-
borate address, stating that they were assembled 
under the authority of the king's commission, 
which had originated in a late statute, declaring 
" that a traitorous and detestable conspiracy had 
been formed for subverting the existing laws 
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and constitution, and for introducing the sys-
tem of anarchy and confusion, which had so 
lately prevailed in France." 	IIis lordship then 
enteTed into an explanation of the statute.of the 
25th of Edward III, passed for the purpose of 
defining the•nature of high treason, which con-
sists in compassing and imagining the death of 
the king, provided each compassing and itnlgin-
ing be manifested by some overt acts proved by 
two witnesses. 	 . 

He observed "it was matter of public notoriety, 
that there have been associations formed in this 
county and other parts of the kingdom, the pro-
fessed purpose of which was a change in the consti-
tution of the commons house of parliament, and 
the obtaining of annual parliaments; and that to 
some of these associations other purposes, bidden 
under this veil—purposes the most traitorous — 
have been imputed, amounting to the crime of 
high treason. 

" If there he ground to consider the professed 
intention of any of these associations (a reform 
in parliament,) as mere colour, and as a pretext 
held out in order to cover deeper designs—de-
signs against the whole constitution and govern-
ment of the country—this case has been already 
considered. 	Whether this be so or not is mere 
matter of fact, as to which .you should be re- 
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minded, that an inquiry into a charge of this na-
ture, which undertakes to make out that the os-
tensible purpose is a mere veil, under which is 
concealed a traitorous Conspiracy, requires cool 
and deliberate examination. 

" The result, indeed, should be peifectly clear 
and satisfactory; in the *affairs of common life, no. 
one is justified init»puting to another a meaning 
contrary to what he himself expresses, but upon 
the fullest evidence. 	On the other hand, where 
the charge can be made out, it is adding to the 
crime meditated the deepest dissimulation and 
treachery, both' with regard to those individuals 
Who may be drawn in to embark in the osten-
sible purpose,' as well as to the public, against 

' which this dark mystery of wickedness is fabri-
cated. 

" But, if we suppose these ttssociations to ad-
here to the professed purpose, and to have 
no other primary object, it may be asked by 
'what process is it, :that an association for the 
reform of parliament can work itself up to the 
crime of high treason? 	All men may, nay, all 
men must, if they possess the faculty of think-
ing, reason upon every thing that interests them, 
and among the objects of the *ttention of free- 
Mei!, the principles of government, the constitu-
tion of• particular.  governments, and, above all, 

VOL. H. 	 K 
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the constitution of the government under which 
they live, will naturally engage attention, and 
provoke speculation.  

". The power of communication of thoughts 
and opinions is the gift of God, and the freedom 
of it is the source of science, and therefore it 
seems to . follow that human laws ought not to 
interpose to prevent the communication of sen- 

. timeuts and opinions in voluntary assemblies of 
men. 	But assemblies of this kind arc to be so 
composed, and so conducted, as not to endanger 
the public peace and good order of the govern-
ment under which they live;, and I shall not 
state to you, that associations and assemblies of 
men, for the purpose of obtaining a reform in 
the interior constitution, of the British parlia-
ment, are simply unlawful; but, on the other 
hand, I must observe to you, that they may 
but too easily degenerate, and become unlawful, 
even to the enormous extent of the crime of high 
treason. 

" There is reason, from the notoriety of the 
fact, to suppose, that the project of a conven-
tion of the people to be assembled under the di-
rection of some of these societies, or of dele-
gations from them, will be the leading. fact, to 
be laid before you in evidence, respecting the 

_ conduct and measures of these associations; a 
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project, which, perhaps, in better times, would 
have been hardly thought worthy of grave con-
sideration ; but, in these our days, having been 
attempted to be put in• execution in a distant 
part of the United Kingdoms, and with the ex-
ample of a neighbouring country before our eyes; 
this is. deservedly become an object of the jea-
lousy of our laws. ' It will be your duty to ex-
amine the evidence carefully; to sift it to the 
bottom, and to draw the conclusiou of fact, as 
to the existence, the nature, and the object of 
this project of a comention, from the whole. 

" In the course of your labours, yoa will proba-
bly hear of bodies of men having been collected to-
gether; ' of violent resolutions voted; of some pre- 
parations of of 	weapons, and the 'adoption 
of the language and manner of those proceedings 
in Trance, which have led to the overthrow of 
that country: yet these are not substantive trea-
sons, . but circumstances of evidence, tending to 
ascertain the object which the persons had in 
view, and also the true nature of the project of 
a convention.. 	 . 

" The law, as .to the project of bringing the 
people together in convention, in order to usurp 
the government of the country, has already been 
explained; as to the plan of 'a convention for ef-
fecting a change in the mode of representation, 

x2 	• 
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and the obtaining of annual parliaments, this ' 
would be high treason in all• the actors in it, if 
attempted to he effected without the authority 
of parliament: for this is a conspiracy to over- 
turn the government. 	Whether the project of a 
convention, having for its olject the collecting 
together a power which should overawe the 
legislative body, and extort a parliamentary re-. 
form from it, if acted up4r, will also amount to 
MO treason, is a more doubtffl question. 	lu 
this case, the authorities do not warrant, that 
the mere conspiracy to raise such a fitrec, and 
the entering into consultations respecting it, will 
alone, and without actually raising that force, 
constitute that enormous crime. 	' 

" It may be stated as clear;  that the project of 
a convention, having for its sole oltject a dutifUl 
and peaceable application to the wisdom of par-
liament, on the subject of a wished for reforM, 
which application . should be entitled to weight 
and credit from the universality of it, but should 
still leave to the parliament the freest eercise of 
its discretion, to grant or to refuse.the prayer of 
the petition, (great as the responsibility will be 
on the persons concerned in it, in respect to the 
many probable, and all the possible, bad conse-
qn'ences of collecting a great number of people 
together, without specific legal powers to be ex- 
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ercised, and under no government but that of 
their own discretion,) cannot in itself merit to be 
ranked among that class of offences which this 
court is now assembled to hear and determint." 

On Monday, October the 6th, the grand jury 
returned " a true bill" against ThornaA Hardy, 
John Home Tooke, John Augustus Bonney, 
Stewart Kydd, Jeremiah Joyce, Thomas War-
dle, Thomas Ho'croft, John Bitchier, Matthew 
Moore, John Thelwale, Richard Hodgson, and 
John Baxter, for high treason. 	The verdict of 
" Not found," . was 	returned 	against, Johi 
Lovett. 	• 

On the arraignment of the prisoners at the 
Old Bailey, Mr. Tooke, whose suspicions ap-
pear to have been again aroused by the late charge 
to the grand jury, had determined to address 
the court, in a speech condemning some' of the 
principles there laid down, and attacking the 
character and conduct of the presiding judge 
himself. 	His sentiments were carefully com- 
mitted to writing ; and 1 am enabled here to in-
sert a correct copy, from the only document now 
in existence. 

c 
6  MY' LORD,  

" The intentions of your lordship, 	and of 
those by whom you are employed, arc sufficient .° 
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-ly 'barefaced and apparent to mei and no man, 
who has read my petition to the house of com-
mons, can. doubt of the motives and canes of 
thAr prosecution 	against 	me. 	The minister 
pledgee  himself soleinnly to the house that I 

' should be punished. And thus he keeps his word. 
" My lord — I have the • same taste of sweet' 

and hitter in common with other men. 	I love 
life. 	I dislike death. 	But I believe there ne- 
ver was, and, I trust, tat 1 	shall find there 
never will be, in my' mind, a single moment's 
hesitation or reluctance to lay down my life 
deliberately and cheerlidly in defence of the 

. rights of my country, and I never was more 
ready to do it than now. 
• " Near half a year of CLOSE custody, under 
many degrading and humiliating circumstances, 
without the admission of any person to me, 
except my physician and my sturgeon, at my 
age, and with my infirmities, this close custody, 
has, in some' measure, impaired the health and 
strength of my body ; but muy principles remain 
unalterably the same as they have been invaria-
blyand uniforrnly.throughout lily lift, 

" This bill of indictment, to which I am now 
to plead, contains alledged matter 	(and 	the 
only matter directed against me) . as FACT, from 
'whence to infer the crime of 	high treason, 
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Which fact, if charged upon oath, 'and clearly 
proved before any justice of the peace, or even 
before4your lordship, would not authorise either 
him or you to grant a warrant of apprehension 
against the person charged. 	

e...„ 

' 
•̀  If a charge brought upon oath before a 

magistrate were, That A, of the parish of EAL- 
ING, together with others of the same parish, 
had CONSENTED [IIlark the charge, CONSENTED] 
that 11, C, and 1), of the' Said parish. Should 
march out therefrom—(and, if you please, with 
major Sturgeon at their head) in _order to meet 
E, F, and 0, of the parish of ACTON, for the 
purpose of CONSULTING together [mark the pur-
pose, cONSULTING] whether these six persofis 
should recommend it to the parishes of Ealing. 
and .piton to choose certain unknown depu-
ties to meet other certain unknown deputies, 
from certain other 	parishes, in 	order, that, 
when met (if indeed they should, upon such re-
commendation; ever agree to meet at all) these 
persons so deputed,, should CONSULT [mark an-
other CONSULTATION] whether it would be fit, or 
not fit, for them to REcoMMEND [mark a second 
ItECOMMENDATION] to the diflbrent parishes by 
whom they were deputed, any and what measures' 
to be pursued, for the purpose of obtaining either 
a modification or alleviation in the matters of 
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tithes, or .a modification 	or alleviation in the 
matter of pours' rates, or a modification or ar- 
•rangement in the manner of choosing &lurch-.  ' 
wardens or repre4entalives to parliament: the 
person who brought this charge, at the same 
time acknowledging that no such meeting of 
deputies was ever held : that no such meeting 
was ever called : that no such deputies were ever 
chosen : 	and 	acki ko wl e d gi lig, that 	he cannot 
say what 	sort of 	deputies would have beers 
chosen : 	nor what 	measures 	these 	deputies 
would shave recommended : nor whether the pa-
rishes who deputed them, would, after all, have 

. approved and followed the recommendation of 
the deputies.  

" I say, my lord (and I do not apprehend 
even your contradiction), that 	the -charge of 
such a` CONSENT, and the fact of CONSENT Sit- , 
tiSfactOrily proved, could vot have drawn from 
any' magistrate, nor even from your lordship, 
a warrant. of apprehension, or even a summons 
of any kind, for the party so charged with such 
CONSENT ; 	but that the magistrate 	(if he was. 
not a very grave man indeed) would have burst 
out a laughing at midi a charge ; 	he would 
have found it a NEW case, indeed, 	but 'not 	a 
pounTFtm one; aud, at all events, he would 
have dismisseg it with contempt. 
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" And yet, my lord, upon such a charge as 
this, Mr. Schneider, the German, and Mr: Muff, 
the Swiss 	(who ' neither talk 	nor understand 
Common English, much les, the technicalities 
and formalities of a bill of indictinent) toge- . 
ther with seventeen others (out of twenty-tWo) 
of the grand jury, judiciously collected by the 
late sheriff, 	Mr. Hammertoti, paviour to 	the 
custom-house and to 'the board of ordnance, 
under the sage and Immune direction of your 
lordship, in this new and doubyrd case; and 
with the presence, and attendance, and tuition 
of Mr. White, the solicitor of the treasury, Who, 
though unsworn, was authorised by the court to 
attend this grand jury. 	I say, my lord, under • 
all these ciremnstances, the grand jury have 
found this treasury indictment upon which I 
am now arraigned to stand trial for my life, my • 
fortune, and my character : at your mercy, Who 
gave that charge and direction to the grand jury 
concerning NEW and doubt/id cases ; and who 
have full before your view the pension and peer-
age of your predecessor in office, and before a 
panne' of jurors carefully picked out and selected 
by that same sheriff, the paviour to the custom-
house and to the board of ordnance, who picked 
out and selected the grand jury who found this 
bill. 
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"My lord—you lordship will, one day, most 
assuredly acknowledge, that this is a very extra- 
ordinary indictment. 	Attended, too, with cir- 
cumstances that no instance in the history of this 
country, or of the world, can parallel. 

" I appear to it, however, with a cheerfulnesi 
and a satisfaction which I am unable to express. 
Because, however' I may be personally affected 
by it, the present times and posterity yill have 
infinite obligation to theproprietors of boroughs, 
who are the promoters of it, and to your lord- 
ship. 	For all the previous steps which have 
been taken against me ; 	and your lordship'S 
charge and direction to the grand jury, exceed 
abundantly, in force and power, all other argu-
ments, to prove the necessity, and to ensure the 

. success of a speedy reform in the representation 
of the people in parliament, 
. " For, under such proceedings as the present, 

(which could never have taken place, but un-
der such a state of 9th-representation as the pre-
sent)—the life, the fortune, and the character 
of no man in this country, from the lowest . to 
the highest, can, henceforward, until that re-
form shall take place, remain for one moment 
in safety. 	For; until that reform 	shall take 
place, there never will he wanting, 	to 	an inso- • 
lent, a treacherous, and a Corrupt minister, 

* 	 *4 
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there never will be wanting legal butchers, with 
their proper instruments in their hands — new 
and doubrfid cases — ready to explore and to 
rake out pensions and peerages for themselves 
from the mangled entrails of their dying fellow-, 
creatures.  

" My lord, my lord, things that are made 
cheap and vile we never preserve with much care 
and caution. 	And, rest you well assured, that 
the individuals of tliis nation will never long 
(*sent to hold their lives, their fortunes, and 
their characters, by the precarious tetiurc which 
you arc now pmparing for them. 	. 

" For my own part, I have never cominitted 
a single action, nor written a sentence, nor ut-
tered a syllable, in public or in private, nor en-
tertained a thought (of an important political 
nature) which (taken with all its circumstances 
of time, place, and occasion) I wish either re- 
called or concealed. 	 • 

" My lord, I Will die, a% I have lived, in 
the commission 'of the only crime with which 
I can be charged, during my whole life —. the 
crime of speaking plainly the plain truth. 	And 
I doubt not that I shall plainly prove that I 
never spoke more truly than I do non, by plead-
ing to this indictment—NOT GUILTY. 

" I shall surely one day be tried by Cod; and, 
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in spite of all appearances to the contrary, I will 
hope now to be tried FAIRLY by my country." 
. 	It was the intention of Mr. Tooke to have 
inserted a copy of this speech in each of the 
London newspapers; but happily, after due re- 
flection, 	be 	was 	induced 	to 	relinquish this 
scheme, and resort to more moderate counsels. 

Two fortunate circumstances preceded these 
memorable trials. 	The first was the surrender 
of Mr. llolcroft, in open court— a premeditated 
act of gallantry, •which produced 	a gretit and 
salutary effixt. 	The second was an anonymous 
reply to lord chief baron Lyre's charge to the 
grand jury, which, on account of its profession-
al allusions, and forensic air, has generally been 
attributed to a lawyer. 	On dud inquiry, how- 
ever, I have learned that it was undoubtedly pen— 
ned by Mr. Godwin. 	' 

The trial of Mr. Thomas Hardy commenced 
on Tuesday, October 28, and on the' eighth day, 
the jury, after retiring for three 	hours, 	deli- 
vered in a verdict of " mrr GUILTY." 	His reli- 
gious and moral character proved highly bene-
ficial to.  him on this occasion ; but it is at the 
same time but fair to add, that nothing treasona-
ble had been proved. 

On Monday, the seventeenth of October, Mr. 
home Tooke was set to the bar of the Old 
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Bailey, and finding the station assigned to the 
prisoner inconvenient, heinsisted on heingplaced 
by the side of his counsel *. 

" My lord," said he, " it is not for a .small 
stake that I stand here. 	It h to deprive me of 
my life, _to beggar my family, to make my name 
and memory infamous to' all posterity ; so deep 
a stake us that, may well overset my understand - 
lug;  it is very well known that the best game-
sters, when the stake is too deep for them, play 
the worst ;. I hope that will not be my case Land 
I hope and trust; if your lordship permit me to 
sit  near my counsel 1-s  that I shall prevent a . 

* A small desk, Bove red with green bays, and provided 
Itith a lock and key, for the security of his papers,' had been 
Provided by the sheriffs ; 	but he ,would riot deign to use it, 
even fur a moment. 

.4 	t Counsel for, the prisoner assigUed by the court :— 
The hon. Thomas ,(now lord) Erskine, . 
And, Mr. (now sir Vicary) Gibbs. 

	

. 	 . • Assistant Counsel. 
Mr. Dampier, 	 Mr. Felix Vaughan, 
And Mr. Gurney. 

Solicitors. 	 • 	. 
. Messrs. George and Romaine William Clarkson. 

-Counsel for the crown. 
Mr. attorney-general (noW lord chancellor Eiden).,  
Mr. solicitor-general (now lord Redesdale), 
Mr. serjeant Adair, 	4  
Mr. Bearcroft, 

Mr. 
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great waste of time to the jury, your lordship, 
and myself; for I am certain 1 shall make it 
impossible for the prosecutor to make out any 
case against me, that can call upon me for my 
defence. 	I come here from a very close custody 
of a whole summer, and a whole autumn ; 1 
bare not, any more than your lordship, ' pinny 
summers or many autumns to spare ; that custo-
dy has been attended with many degrading and 
many humiliating circumstances at my age, and 
with my infirmities; it has, in some measure, 
impaired the health and the strength of my body ; 
I come to you but half a man ; your lordship 
will. expect a whole 	defence ; and I 	do not 
doubt but I shall give you a whole defence, pro-
vided you furnish me with the necessary means 
of doing it." 

On being admitted to the inner.  bar, the fol- • 
lowing jurymen were finally sworn : 

James Haygarth; 	Robert Mairis, 
Thomas Harrison, 	William Cooke, 

Mr. Bower, •  
Mr. Law (now lord chief justice Ellenberough), 
Mr. (now sir William) Garrow, solicitor-general, 
Mr. (now, baron) Wood, 
Mr. (the late right hon. Spencer) Percival. 

Solicitun. 	 • 
Joseph White, esq. 
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Edward Hale, 	Charles Pratt, 
Thomas Draine, 	• Matthias Dupont, 
Matthew Whiting, 	• William Harwood, aria 
Norrison Coverdale, 	Henry Bullock. 
The indictment was opened by Mr. Percival, . 

after which, Mr. solicitor-general addressed the 
jury, in a speech which occupied many hours in 
the delivery. 	He attributed to the prisoner, to- 
gether with others, " a conspiracy to depose the 
king, a deliberate plan• to subvert the constitution 
and the sovereign power, as bylaw established; and 
to execute that plan by his own force, and by the 
force of thotie whom he hoped to draw to his 
assistance." 

An attempt to introduce annual parliaments 
and universal suffrage was laid •to the charge of 
the various societies in this country. ; 	it was 
asserted, that they had dispatched certain per-
sons on mission to France ; that they bad ap-
proved and circulated Mr. Paine's work on the 
" Rights of Man," and 	Mr. Joel 	Barlow's , 
pamphlet, entitled, " An Address to the Privi-
vileged Orders."' But the charge mOst relied. on 
was the Sending of delegates to a convention at 
Edinburgh, for the purpose of overturning the. 
constitution 	and 	subverting the laws of the 
kingdom. 

On examination 	of 	the witnesses for the 
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crown, the innocence-of the prisoner was clear- 
ly established. 	The note from Mr. Joyce, which 
had produced so much alarm, was found, to re-,  
late merely to a promise of selecting from the 
court-calendar a list of all the places held by 
the Grenvilles, by way of throwing an odium on 
Mr. Pitt, his family, and his abettors. 	The re- 
venues of the " Constitutional Society," which 
had been supposed capable of supporting an ins 
surrection, were discovered to amount to only 
sixty guineas a year; while the secretary him-
self was a placernan bolding a public office un- 
der government. 	It was droved, that the doc- 
trine of universal suffrage bad been uniformly 
discountenanced by the prisoner ; and that the 
idea of a convention to be assembled at Edin- 
burgh, had always been scouted 	by him, al- 
though he himself had sat as a delegate, in 1782, 
along with the first lord 	of the-treasury, 	and 
chancellor of the exchequer, for 	the express 
purpose of introducing 	a 	reform in 	parlia- 
ment. 	p 

During the whole of this long and singular 
vial,. the prisoner conducted himself with ex-
actly the same ease, as if he lid been employed 
as counsel for an indifferent person ; 	and both 
in the examination in chief, and cross-examina- 
tion, 	contrived 	his 'questions 	in so able and 
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artful a manner, as to conceal their drift, not 
only from the witness, but even from the bench 
and the bar. 	He thus succeeded, by induction; 
to elicit truth, and produce a chain of facts, emi-
nently useful for his defence.. 

After the evidence of the crown had been 
closed, Mr. 	(now lord Erskine) addressed the .. 
jury, m a very able and eloquent speebh. 	In 
the course of his address, he not only insisted. 
that no crime had been Committed on the part 
of the prisoner, but that he could prove, by 
witnesses, "that a firm and zealous attachment 
to the British 'government in its uncorrupted 
state, had been the uniform and 'zealous tenons: . 
.of his opinions and conduct; 	yet," added he, 
" in the teeth of the evidence of a whole life, 
von are called upon, on your oaths, to shed the 
blood of the gentleman at _the bar, by the ver-
dict you are to give in this place. 

" Gentlemen, I cannot conclude, without ob-
serving that the conduct of this abused and un- • 
fortunate gentleman, throughout the whole of 
the trial, has certainly entitled him to admira-
tion and respect; I bad, undoubtedly, prepared 
myself to conduct his cause in a manner totally 
different from that which I have.  pursued ; it 
was my purpose to have selected those parts of the 
evidence only by which be was affected, and, by a 

lot 
VOL. II. 	 L 
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minute attention to the particular entries, to have 
separated him from the rest. 	By such *a course, 
I could have steered his vessel safely out of the 
storm, and brought her, without damage, into 
a. harbour of safety, whilst the other unfortunate 
prisoners were 'left to ride out ' this awful tem- 
pest. 	But he insisted on holding out a rope to 
save the innocent from danger—he would riot 
suffer his defence to be put upon the footing 
which discretion might have suggested. 	On 
the contrary, although not implicated himself, 
in the alledged conspiracy, he has charged me to 
waste and destroy my strength to prove that no 
such gnat can be brought home to others. 	I re- 
joice in having been made the humble instill-
ment of so much good—my heart was never so 
touch in a cause — and I conclude by imploring 
that you may be enlightened by that Power 
which can alone unerringly direct the hl!nian 
mind in the pursuit of truth and justice." 

Several gentlemen were now produced, con-
sisting of major Cartwright, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. 
(now sir Philip) Francis, and Dr. Beadon, the 
venerable bishop of Gloucester, to prove that 
Mr. Tooke'S opinions bad been always uniformly 
the same, during the whole course of at  long 
life. 	The last of these also bore a willing ,.. 
testimony to his character, good conduct, and 
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literary labours, while residing at the university 
of Cambridge, and at the same time fully ex-
pressed his opinion of his moderation, obedience' 
to the laws, and attachment to the constitution. 
It was also clearly proved, that he had ridiculed 
" Paine's Principles," and said, " this country 
was not fit for a republic.'' 

'NIL (now sir Vicary) Gibbs, on this day laid. 
the foundations of his future fortune. 	His de- 
fence was able, eloquent, and 	impressive, and 
Le contributed powerfully to exonerate his cli—
ent, by declaring, " that the prosecutor's case 
was so answered and negatived by his own wit- * 
nesses, as to call for no, manner of reply from 
the prisoner. 	That was, and that is," added he, 
,, my judgment upon the case ; yet still, for the 
satisfaction of the court, for the satisfaction of 
you who sit on the jury, for the satisfaction 
of those who hear this cause, and for the fu- 
ture support 	of the character of the gentle- 
man who stands at the bar, he has taken upon 
himself the proof of the affirmative." 

After the lord chief jitstice Eyre had summed 
up the evidence, • the jury withdrew for about 
eight minutes ; and, on their return, pronounced 
a verdict of " Not guilty," by means of their 
foreman. 	On this, Mr. Tooke addressed the 
court, as follows:— 

" My mind, my lord, is much better formed 
L 2 

   
  



148 	• LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	1794. 

to feel and to acknowledge kindness, than to 
solicit it. 	I desire to return my most sincere 
thanks to your lordship and to the 	bench for 
the conduct which you have held towards me, 
during the whole of this tedious trial. 

" Gentlemen of the jury, you have afforded 
a just protection to my life—I thank you for it : 
I am sure we shall never see such a trial as this 

. again. 	My caution and my virtue—for at this 
moment I will place it to myself — occasioned 
those suspicions which dwelt on his lordship's 
mind ; but what I am now going to say, will;  
help other jurymen likewise to restrict this spe- 
cies of guilt by inference. 	The 	fact stands 
thus :—being rarely present at the meetings of 
the. Constitutional Society, although my name 
appears in the books, I was anxious for the safety 
of a • very honest, but not a very able man.— 
The secretary repeatedly brought to me papei's 
which were ordered for publication, and when 
I saw a word which was capable of causing the 
appearance of a libel, I struck out the excep-
tionable parts, and inserted what would avoid 
the danger 	of a• prosecution. 	Upon this is , 
built all that apprehension and suspicion of the 
direction, and conduct, and originating of so-
cieties, with none Of whom, or 'with any of the 
individuals of whom, did I ever correspond, or 
.communicate at all, 
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" I know none of these country societies, nor 
an individual belonging to them. 	I corrected 
the works of every man, of every opinion, who 
came to me. 	A gentleman, in court wrote a 
book against me ; I corrected the book myself. 
I do not mention all this to justify myself, be-
cause a jury of my country have justified me 
quickly, clearly, and nobly ; but I mention it 
for the sake of that law, 	upon which the 
blood, and the family, and the character of men 
depend. 

" I had not foreseen the nature of the charges 
and inferences, to be , used against me, to make 
me a traitor ; it is impossible I could foresee 
them. 	To prevent the prosecution of other 
persons for libel, I have suffered a prosecution 
for high treason. 

`.' I return your lordship thanks—, I return 
my counsel thanks — my noble friend Mr. Ers-
kine, who. has been so ably supported by Mr. 
Gibbs ; — and you, gentlemen of the jury, I re- 
turn you my thanks. 	 . 

" I am glad I have been prosecuted; and I 
hope this will make the attorney-general more 
cautious in future : he said he would have no 
treason by construction ; and there is no suspi- 
cion 	against me but by construction and in,,. 
fe rence, ." 

   
  



150 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	1794, 

Mr. Tooke 	was 	immediately 	discharged, 
amidst the plaudits of the spectators, which soon 
extended to the avenues of the court, and were 
reechoed by an immense multitude assembled 
on the occasion. 	Thus ended a prosecution, the 
most singular and extraordinary that has been 
witnessed in this country, during the present 
reign ; and in the course of which, the prisoner 
distinguished himself alike by his calmness, in- 
trepidity, and talents. 	 . 

During the whole of his trial, which con, 
tinned by adjournment for the space of six en-
tire days, neither his spirits nor his resolution 
forsook him for a single moment. 	His.  usual 
good humour discovered itself by frequent sal- 
lies. 	One cold night, on retiring from the Old 
Bailey to Newgate, a lady advancing towards 
him, pulled, up the collar of his coat, and, at the 
same time, put a silk bardkerebief around his 
neck. 	While employed in this operation, he 
gaily replied : "Pray, madam, be careful, for I 
am rather ticklish, at present, about that parti- 

place!" 
/

.-cular 
So unconquerable was his spirit, that every 

day, after dinner, he constantly sang the follow-
ing stanza, which he bad learned of his grand-
mother, and which was probably penned in be-
half of the claims of the house of Brunswick, ju 
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opposition to the pretended rights of the family 
of Stuart.  

" Here's a health to our old constitution, 
Let'the trumpets sound, 
And the hautboys play. 

Huzza! 
II uzza I 

To the downfal• of all tyranny; 	• 
I long to see, the day. 

Huzza! 
Huzza! Huzza ! 

On many occasiond; too, his sympathy was 
powerfully excited. 	When Mr. George Rose, 
who had formerly been his coadjutor in the 
Westminster election, and was well acquainted 
with his worth and talents, received a subpoena 
to attend his trial as a witness, that gentleman 
observed to his agent : "that he would travel 
either by day or night to do him service." 
" This," said Mr. Tooke, on hearing the circum- 
stance, " disarms me of half my rage !" 	On the 
contrary, be was extremely indignant at Mr. 
Beaufoy's assertion, "that he knew nothing of 
him ;" and contrived to mortify that gentleman, 
not a little, by asking, ",if be had not com-
plained to him, that Mr. Pitt, after all his ser- 
vices, would scarcely return his bow I" 	This 
question was peculiarly offensive to that gentle- 
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man, although it would be ridiculous to believe 
that it hastened his death, which occurred soon 
after, as asserted by all the newspapers of that 
day! 

The premier, too, did not escape through this 
fiery ordeal unscorched. 	After his examination, 
it was observed by Mr. Tooke's nephew, on their 
return from the court, " that he had got Pitt 
down, and might have done more with him." 
" Yes, I might, John," was the reply ; " but 
never in my life did I choose to trample on a 
fallen foe !" 
• Mr. Horne Tooke appears from his earliest 

youth to have been desirous• to embrace •every 
opportunity to signalize himself. 	He assured 
me, that if the song produced against Mr. Hardy, 
at his trial, had been brought forward by the 
attorney-general, with a view to criminate him-. 
self, it was his serious intention to have stated, 
" that, as nothing treasonable had been hitherto 
discovered in the words, something 	of 'that 

_ kind might be supposed to lurk in the tune ; 
he had therefore determined to hum it before 
the judges and jury. 	And thus," added he, " I 
should have afforded the example of being the 
first prisoner, tried for his life, who had ever 
dared to sing a song in open court !" 
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The followh%, as I have been told, is the first 
stanza 	 • 

,‘ Plant, plant the tree, fair freedom's tree, 
Midst dangers, wounds, and slaughter, 

Each patriot's breast, its soil shall be, 
And tyrant's blood, its water."  

• I Was also assured by him, more than once, 
- " that he had been ever anxious to offer his life 
up .as a sacrifice to his opinions ;" and he ap- 

,peared to me, towards the close of his existence, 
to be disappointed at the event, wishing rather 
to fall gloriously in what he considered- to be the 
cause of the public, than perish ignominiously 
by the lapse of time or the pressure of disease. 

Mr. Tooke now returned to his family man-
sion,. an innocent, injured, and persecuted man. 
He had voluntarily resigned one profession, and 
been deprived of all the• advantages of another 
by chicanery; he had stood up for public rights 
without reaping any private benefit ; he bad sup-
ported the minister against his rival' and his ene-
my ; and, in return, he had been tried for his 
life, and escaped an ignominious death by the 
verdict of a jury of his country. 	Yet, after all, 
it must have frequently occurred to his en-
lightened and capacious mind, that, while in ar-
bitrary states the prince's nod regulated the des- 
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tinies or all, so; under free governments, every 
thing is occasionally obliged to yield to the pre- 
dominant faction. 	Thus Themistocles banished 
Aristides by the OstraCism ; Sylla proscribed 
Marius by a forced vote of the senate ; and Bru-
tus himself was obliged to yield to the superior 
fortune of Augustus. 	Even in our own -country, 
where the constitution 'approximates, perhaps, 
much nearer to perfection, than that of any 
of the ancient republics,. he might have been 
banished by a bill of pains and penalties, like.,  
Atterbury, and thus have been oppressed by me-
thods alike irresistible, either by guilt or in-
nocence. 

Certain it is, that from this moment he 
was much more cautious and wary. 	He no 
longer put it in the power of any one to entrap 
him, by hazarding a rash or imprudent speech. 
In the opinion of some, he became timid ; and 
it must have occurred to every one who fre-
quented his house, that not only his own words 
and actions Were more guarded, but his advice to 
others was generally conceived in the true spirit 
and language of: moderation. 	About this time, 
too, he found means to banish from his table 
several violent men, whose practices he sus: 
petted, and whose characters were odious to 
him. 	At no period of his whole life, perhaps, 
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were his faculties more clear and unclouded ; his 
passions in greater subjection to his reason, or 
his conduct more correctly regulated. 	In short, 
it might be observed in the words of an author 
very familiar to him : 

" Sweet are the uses of adversity ; 
Which, like the toad, ugly and venomous, 

'Wears yet a precious jewel in his head." 
• • 

Here, it may neither be unpleasant nor im-
proper to mention a little incident, which con-
ferred uo small degree of gratification on the 
subject of this memoir; it is indeed trivial, but 
not altogether unworthy of notice, partly on ac-
count of the satisfaction he derived from•it, and 
partly as it tends to refute the general error, that 
all individuals of the feline kind are ungrate-
ful, being attached to places only, and never to 
persons. 	Mr. Tooke had been formerly accus- 
tomed to fondle a fine large Tom-cat ; and, after 
dinner, he generally fed him with his own hand. 
During his absence, this animal did not make 
his appearance at the horn• of four., as was his 
Custom ; but no sooner had his master been li-
berated, at the end of several months, than he 
repaired to the parlour; and, on perceiving him 
seated in his usual plaCe, at the head of the 
table, immediately perched on his shoulder, as 
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he had been formerly accustomed to do ; and 
purred satisfaction during the whole of the repast. 
After the death of this faithful•  animal, the breed 
was carefully preserved in the family ; and I 
have seen his great grand-children playing about 
the hall. 	A portrait of him, executed in black 
chalk, by miss Charlotte Harte, was hung in 
Mr. Tooke's bedchamber, and is still there, I be-
lieve, at this present moment. 

Meanwhile, in consequence of the expenses 
produced by the war, it became absolutely ne-
cessary to recur to new and extraordinary means 
for raising the supplies. 	The idea of an INCOME.  

TAX, however, • struck Mr. Tooke with horror 
and surprise. 	He observed on that occasion, 
" that this hated impost was odious in every 
point of view, not only .on account of the sums 
levied by it, but also as an engine in the hands of 
the ministers, which rendered them acquainted 
with the precise extent of the fortune of every 
man in the kingdom ; it effected, by a single 
blow, what bad only been hoped for in the most 
arbitrary times, and was never but once before 
achieved : —by means of the sword of William, 
the Conqueror and Domesday Book." 

Notwithstanding this, he was soon after obliged 
to subscribe a declaration, relative to the amount 
of his property, which, however, proved unsatis-. 
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.factory, as may be seen from the following cor- 
respondence on that subject. 

" TO JOHN HORNE TOOKE, ESQ. 
" Office of the Commissioners for tarring into 

Execution the Act for taxing Income. 
• • ft Wandsworth, May 3, 1799. 

" SIR, 

" The commissioners having under their con- 
".sideration your declaration of income, dated 
" the 26th of February last, have directed me to 
" acquaint you, that they have reason to appre- 
" bend your income exceeds sixty pounds a-year. 
" They, therefore, desire that you will recon- 
" Sider the said declaration, and favour me with 
" your answer on or before Wednesday, the 8th 
" inst. 

" I am, sir, 
" Your humble servant, 

0- W. B. LUTTLY, Clerk." 

The following is a copy of the reply : 

" TO MR. W. B. LUTTLY. • 
" SIR, 

" I have much more reason than the commis- 
" sioners can have, to be dissatisfied with the 
" smallness of my income. 	'I have never yet in 
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CC my life disavowed, or had occasion to recon-. 
" sider any declaration, Which I have signed 
" with my name. 	But the act of parliament . 
"has removed all the decencies which used to 
" prevail between gentlemen, and has given the 
,c commissioners (shrouded under the. signature 
" of their clerk) a right by law to tell me, that they 
" have reason to believe that I am a liar. 	They 
" have also a right to demand from me, upon 
c; oath, the particular circumstances of my private 
" situation. 	In obedience to the law, I am ready 
" to attend them upon this degrading occasion, , 
CC so novel to Englishmen, and to give them every 
,, explanation and satisfaction which they may 
" be pleased .to require. 

" I am, sir, 
" Your humble servant, 

" J. HORNE TO6KE." 

• . 
The situation of Mr. Home Tooke, at this 

period, may be easily supposed to have been 
far from comfortable. 	His health was, on the 
decline; old age, with all its wants and infirmi-
ties, was fast approaching, and frequent attacks 
of the gout precluded the hope or adding to his 
income, by his pursuits as a man of letters. 	In 
addition to this, his daughters were advancing 
towards. puberty ; while he himself was consi- 
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derably indebted to, and subject to the constant 
caprice of a man who affected to be his patron. 

The times, too, had altered greatly. 	When 
he first bought his house, which was still mort-
gaged for the original purchase money, provi-
sions of all kinds were comparatively moderate; 
but the enhanced price of necessaries had ren-.  
dared those fortunes,, formerly deemed compe-
tent, utterly unfit to combat with the pressure 
of the existing period. 	In addition to all this, 
his gates had been thrown open, every Sunday, 
for a great number of years; and, as it was dis-
agreeable to change established customs, and un-
gracious to refuse admittance to his friends, he 
now found himself in a very disagreeable pre-
dicament. 

In this dilemma, he determined to act the part 
of aia,honest and prudent man. 	He accordingly 
resolved to let his house, which had becOme too 
large for his fortune, and retire into a' small 
cottage, in which it would be utterly impossible to 
see, or at least to entertain his former guests, as no 
apartment in it could possibly hold the half of 
them! 	Being still fond of Wimbledon, the air 
of which had always agreed with him, he made 
choice of a little white building, on the com-
mon, within two hundred yards of his own re-
sidence, and there, like Ennius of old, whose 
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literary merits were deemed coequal with a tri-
umph*, he determined to live with no other 
companions than his daughters; and no other 
servant except one female domestic+. 	. 

But no sooner was this project rumoured abroad, 
than the noble and generous interposition of his 
friends prevented him from carrying his resolu-
tions into effect; and it is not a little wonderful, 
that, by a strange reverse of fortune, he beheld 
the secretary. of state, who had signed the war-
rant for his arrest, after an impeachment and 
trial before his peers, obliged, - from the opera-
tion of similar causes, to retire from his noble 
mansion adjoining to Mr. Tooke's, on Turpose 
to reside in the self same cottage, which had been 
once destined to receive his prisoner ! 

It is unnecessary, in ,this place, to vindicate 
the character and conduct of Mr.,Tooke, relative 
to the peCuniary assistance . derived from his 
friends. 	Those men who are supposed to, have 
served their .country, to the utter neglect of their 
own fortune, may accept of such a remuneration • 
without a blush; ' and it has never yet been 

* Ennium Poetam deduxerat (Cato) quid (non minoris 
xtiminius quam quemlibet aniplissimum Sardiniensem tri-
umphum. 

t " Habitavit in monte Aventino parco admodu sumptu, 
at que unius ancilla ministerio contentus."—Quinta, lib. x, c.1. 
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mentioned as .. a crime against Mr. Fox, that he 
obtained, or urged as any great merit,' on the 
part of Mr. Pitt, that .he barely. refused 8ncli a 
donative; ' 	The ' idea, 	Ofi' this, occasion; 	ori- 
ginated with tut anatomist of high reputation; 
and, on being communicated .to a gentlemin 

• bred to the bar, the latter kindly undertook to 
. manage the correspondence. -One of Mr. Tooke's 

friends subscribed fifteen hundred pounds; an* 
no less a sum ' than two thousand pounds was 
obtained from Cbrnwall *.  

Thus, by the provident and munificent con-
duct of a few private gentlemen, all feats of 
poverty were henceforth banished; and the sub-
ject of these memoirs suddenly became comfort-• 
able, if not opulent. 	In addition to his house 
and krottuas at 'Wimbledon, and a small estate 
left lulu by his eldest brother, at Brentfovd, he 
now had a clear annuity of six hundred pounds. 
Ile also possessed some money in the funds; and , 

* I have been told, that Mr. Bosville, Mr. Sharpe, h1. P., 
Mr: Boddington, Mr. Knight, M. P., Mr. Rogers, &lc., were 
the gentlemen .who generously undertook to render the latter 
days of the grannuarian more comfortable. 	The annuity.  
was bought from sir Francis Burdett, who is said to have re,7  
linquished a year's income of the purchase money.' It may 
be necessary, 	for the sake of delicacy, to observe, that I 
hazard these particulars without the participation or know. 
ledge of any one of the above gentlemen,. 

VOL. 1I. 	 M 
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more than once told me, that, within the space 
of a few years after, be obtained a considerable 
sum of money in legacies. 	On due reflection, I 
alll not at all surprised that he should dwell with 
peculiar complacency on this subject,• as it ex-
hibits the most unequivocal. testimony of regard 
and esteem. 	Two great men ofantiquity loudly 
boasted of the bequests of their deceased friends,. 

Or Cicero mentions that he had receivpd about 
one hundred and seventy thousand pounds of 
our money in this way, while we learn from 
Pliny himself that the sums left him, were not at 
all inferior. 	And here,, to his credit be it told, 
that no sooner did hie annual receipt exceed the 
sum prescribed by law, than he made a return 
of his income tax; and, notwithstanding his, re-
luctance to support a war, 'of which he did not 
approve, regularly, if not cheerfully, pia the 
amount.  

The streain of life now passed quietly along, 
Unruffled by any disagreeable 'incidents. 	He 
.was surrounded by friends ; he associated occasion-
ally with some of his neighbours; and.his fortune, 
notwithstanding the pressure of the times, seemed 
to be on the increase. , But one of the chief sources 
of his delight appeared to arise , out of the com-
pany and conversation► of his two daughters. 
The future situation of these young ladies, al- 
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ways occupied his mind; and, at the time when 
his own fate was uncertain, and his indepen- 
dence as yet insecure, 	his 	chief, if not only 
anxiety, was on their account. 

Wishing to enable them to obtain an honoura-
ble livelihood, in case of being prevented from 
leaving a sufficiency for their maintenance, he had 
'them both taught drawing ; wh ile, to produce emu-
lVion,each copied front the same picture; and the 
fruits of their labours were afterwards suspended 
together in the parlour, for the inspection of all 
his guests. 	A head, after an eminent artist, and 
the portrait Of a gentleman * in China ink, with 
a Madona in crayons, remained for many years 
in the, sitting room. 	The sister art of engraving, 
too, was not neglected, and thus the burin, as.  
well as the pencil, were recurred to for the ex-
press view of contributing to the same meri- 
torious ond. 	Mr. Sharpe, the first artist of his 
age, in this branch, assisted them with frequent 
instructions; and resided, sometimes for a week 
or a fortnight together, at Wimbledon, expresSly 	- 
for this purpose. 	 . 
• Nor were' other qualifications omitted. 	One 

day, in the course of conversation, a gendethau 
wishing to express the precise situation of a per- . 

* Mr. Rosenhagen. 
Al 2 
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son not present, in the most delicate manner 
possible, made use of the phrase, 

" Res Angusta Dams," 

.0,a, this Mr. Tooke, with much politeness, and 
after many apologies, undertook to set him right, 
observing, "that a manlike him, who was capa-
ble 'of instructing others, ought to be comet 

	

himself. 	The expression, as used by Cicero, 
and the other great writers of antiquity," addld 

	

be, " is 	' 	. 

	

- 	• • 	" 'ries Angusta Done " 

But as 	his' friend still insisted that Donwa. 
was the genitive case, and therefore properly ap-
plied, an appeal was made to miss Charlotte, 
who immediately took down one of the classics 
from a book-case, and, pointing to the passage 
in question, convinced every one present that 
their host was in the right. 	Of this young lady, 
.he was once heard to say: " that she had ac- 
qnired as much Latin as most of the •bishops. 
The other, who, possesses an excellent under-
standing,. gerierally superintended his household 
affairi; and both were accustomed, at times, to 
act in  the capacity of his secretary and ama- 
nuensis. 	 . 

On the dissolution of the existing parliament, 
Mr. Tooke once more presented himself as 'a 
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candidate for Westminster, and addressed the 
electors as follows: 

. 	 . cc GENTLEMEN, 

" It is only in times like the present, when 
attempts are flagitiously made to murder inno-
cent men, that the progress of a candidate cau. 
possibly be from the hustings to Newgate, and' 
from Newgate back to the hustings. 	The cir- 
cumstance declares the times: for any man who 
could reasonably be even suspected of deserving 
what I have suffered, would be abandoned by 
the whole human race. 
•" But you must be well aware, that if I had 

never known, or, knowing, bad not loved the 
free constitution of my country, I should not 
have been voted a traitor by the usurping pro, 
prktors of boroughs:0  who, under an insidious 
pretence of attachment—not .to kingship, which 
we .acknowledge, hat 0 monarchy, which we 
abhor—are endeavouring to undermine (it is not 
the place for me here to say how far they have 
underrained)' the lawful government of khig, 
lords, and commons; and to substitute a tyranny 
of their own, under (the most odious of all 
forms) a temporary, elective dictator, dependent 
only upon their own corrupt and Prostituted 
votes. 
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" In the pursuit of their plan, and for the es-
tablisbm,:nt of their power, they are endeavour-
ing to seat theniselves on the same throne, by 
the side of their sovereign: by perverting those 
laws of treason which were exclusively designed 
to protect the person of the king, and his share 
of the government—by perverting them to pro-
tect equally the share which themselves have 
usurped, 	 , 

• " If they can succeed in this, their next step 
is a short one; ,they will trample on him. 	And 
whenever the crown shall hereafter be awakened, 
and, too late perhaps, compelled to struggle 
with theSe /usurpers, the most loyal adherents 
of royalty will be destroyed as traitors against 
their 	new majesties: 	the king will have no 
means left to protect his most faithful subjects; 
and the crown may find itself without a de-
fender.  

" This, this attempt of theirs, is the great 
master reason against the crown, the nobility, 
and thc whole commons of the realm. 

" In order the more efficaciously to resist 
these traitors to us all, these unacquitted felons, 
or ' to lay dower my life usefully to 'the public, 
in opposition to their plunder and tyranny, I 
again offer myself to represent you in the ensuing 
parliament.  
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" If the purpose of your election were to 
choose a:master, or to promote a minister, or to 
bestow any portion of power or emolument on 
the object of your choice, I should acknowledge 
myself to be the last person who ought to pre- 
sent himself to your notice. 	But if your pur- 
pose .be to appoint a servant, whose duty it' is 
to pursue your interest, not his own; to maintain 
your rights, not to obtain an office for himself; 
to follow singly your will, independently of all 
parties and all other connexions: I may then 
with confidence oil r myself, and say, that in any 

, 
you shalt, if you please, find  

A faithful servant, 
JOHN HORNE TOOKE." 

" Winibkdon, ,May 28, 1796.'' 	 ' 	' 

It might have been supposed, perhaps, that in-
creasing debility, an advanced age, and the mis-
fortunes arising out of a long imprisonment, had 
abated the spirit, if they had not altered the 
opinions of the subject of these memoirs. 	This 
however, .was not the case, for wo find him now 
apparently more eager than ever to obtain a 
seat in the house of commons. 	 . 

On Friday, May 27, three candidates ap`,-
peared on. the hustings, and, after a short speech 
from each, the poll 'commenced. 	At the con-, 
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elusion, . the numbers . were declared to be ils 
follows 

• 
For Air. Fox 	. 	.. 	 232 

Mr. Tooke   	132 
Admiral sir Alan Gardner' . 	. 	129 

On this, Mr. Fox addressed the electors, and, 
after thanking them for plating him at the head 
of the poll, professed l'iimself attached to the 
constitution of this country, as formed and coin- 

' pleted in 1688. 	He then contended against all 
the recent political 	innovations that had oc- 
curred, and pointed out the lamentable subser- 

:yiency,of the people to the will of the crown, 
• as the sole cause of the late American and the 
present FrenCh wars. 	In the course of this 
speech, he *614 that the object 'of adminis-
tration, in the present contest,. "was to support 
the system of foreign' despots." 	Ille then Paid 

• many compliments to the, gallantry of one of 
his competitors, while he observed; " that 'the 
other geritleman had been the object• of the un-
just and cruel persecution of the minister, and 
on that account, as well as others, bad a claim 
•on• the feelings of his fellow citinns." 

After a few words from 	sir' Alan Gard- 
ner, relative to domestic enemies, Mr. Tooke 
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professed 	his 	entire 	concurrence 	in . every 
thing which ,Mr. Fox bad uttered, and added, 
that he himself would not now have stood a can-
didate for Westminster, if that circumstance 
cot ld have exposed him to the loss of .his seat 
in the house of commons. 	He then alluded to 
that gentleman's declaration respecting ." the two 
last i'vars against liberty," and remarked, that, 
for his opposition to the one, be himself had 
been sentenced to a considerable fine and a long .  

. imprisonment; while, for the part he had taken 
relative to the other, he had undergone a close 
and rigorous confinement of seven 	months, 
and had been finally obliged to ,hold up his 
hand as a traitor . at the Old Bailey. 	He then 
paid limy compliments to the private worth . 
and professional talents of the admiral, who was 
now compelled to stand in his present awkward 
situation, in consequence of order's from a supe- 
rior power. 	, 

" In respect to our domestic enemies, to whom , 
be has alluded," added Mr. Tooke, 44  we will . 
endeavour to guard ourselves; and after the gal-
lant admiral shall have been rejected, • we will 
leave him to reap those laurels, against omit fo-
reign foes, which I am sure he will always merit 
by his profi:ssional exertions." 	 . 

• On the second day, Saturday May 25, the 
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numbers at the close of the poll were declared 
to be:  
For Mr. Fox 	, 	489 

Sir Alan Gardner  	372 
. 	Mr. Ilorne TN:3(e 	, 	258 

The last of these then spoke as follows: 

cc GENTLEMEN, . 	, 
" The contest is now brought to that point 

which I wished, and which I hope the electors ' 
wish. 	The question for the great city of West-. 
minster .to decide is, whether it is or is not 
their desire to have any voice in the ensuing par-
liament, which may have to decide the fate of 
the country. 	The electors will certainly con- 
sider,whether any man in his senses ever did, 
or ever could employ a pair of horses in such 
a manner as to put one Wore, and the other . 
behind the carriage, so that.they may strain and 
struggle against each other in opposite directions; 
or whether a man that did so, would be likely 
soon to arrive at the end of his journey. 	This 
must be precisely the case if they elect Mr. Fox, 
and sir Alan Gardner.  

" I have never been, and never shall be of any 
party. 	Every man's honour ought to be in his 
own keeping. 	His own principles, and the 	n,-. 
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structions, orders, and commands of his con-
stituents,, should always be the sole guides and 
directors of his conduct. 	' 

" I do not, however, so differ from one of the 
candidates, but that I may often be instructed 
and assisted, and (where his way of thinking 
may permit it) be supported in the cause of the 
electors by his great abilities. 	This is an ad-
vantage, which the ministerial candidate cannot 
have, and which probably he will not desire: 

" I have gained a personal advantage by this 
contest, even so far as it has already proceeded. 
Ever since Mr. Pitt has been exerted dictator of 
this country—not elected by the people, but by 
the pretorian baud, by means of loans, contracts, 
places, pensions, titles, ribands, for many are 
still desirmis to have them, although the his- 
tory of this country 	abundantly proves that 
many have received a riband for .services that 
deserved a halter: 	[Here there was a very long 
interruption of applause.] 

" I reckon it a great' advantage to myself, 
that the course of the  poll has shown, and no 
doubt will continue to show, that I have the 
honour to he the candidate most hated. by him, 
and perhaps the most feared. 	Th'e electors of 
Westrninster have likewise an advantage, for 
they have shown, what I never doubted, that 

4'. 
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there .still exists a public: 	they have proved, 
what .1 always believed, that Englishmen are 
still Englishmen. 	The disinterested 'and gene- 
rous support they have given mc, I should at 
any period. have thought cheaply purchased with 
my life, and no man shall ever hear me com;. 
plain, whenever or however I may be called 
upon to pay that reckoning. 	The satisfaction I 
receive will not 	indeed give any additional 
health or strength to my body: but whilst I 
am addressing you, 	it banishes all sense of 
pain. 

" A more important advantage may be gained 
by this election. 	The electors may teach kings, 
they may give 4 most important lesson to the ' 
present king), and to all future kings of this 
country, by proving to them that they may safely 
discard all faction and partiality, and corruption 
and bribery, all indirect and underhand ma-
nagement, from the scheme and system of their 
government, and may With full security rely 
and cast themselves upon the people: for when 
they see the disinterested support which 	the 
people give to the smallest, they may judge what 
gratitude they would show to the greatest, if 
convinced by their conduct that the real object 
which they have in view was the safety, act-I 
happiness, and liberty of the people," 
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Third Day, Thursday, May 30, 1796. 

For Mr. Fox 	• 	769 
Sir Alan Gardner 	. 	.  	718 
Mr. Horne Tooke 	. 	.  	559 

'" GENTLEMEN, (says Mr. Tooke,) 
" Sir Alan 'Gardner has told you in his adver-

tisement, (and would have told you again.  if yon 
would have listened to him,) that he loves his 
king and his country. 	It is necessary also for 
me, I perceive, by the state of the Poll, to say 
that I love the king according to law, but I love 
my country . better. 	A king may employ his 	' 
time in hunting the harmless stag or timorous 
hare, whilst his ministers may enjoy the more san- 
guinary chace of 'running down his people. 	At 
present, therefore, I say, I love my king accord-
ing to law; and whenever a king shall protect 
me and my fellow subjects from the murderous 
plot.; and ,  conspiracies of his ministers, I will 
love him beyond the law, beyond the letter of 
the bond. 	. 	 . 

44  But, gentlemen,, the gallant admiral has 
told you be has two loves, and he seems to have 
made a prudent choice, 	and been a thrifty 
wooer. 	For his love to his country, he has ob- 
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tamed, and deservedly obtained, the rank, and 
honours, and emoluments of his profession; lie 
is an admiral and a baronet. 	For his "tone to 
his king, (as it is called,) the minister has ap-
pointed him to a seat at the Admiralty board, 
with a salary, as I take it, of twelve hundred 
pounds a year. 

[Sir Alan Gardner said, he was not now a 
lord of the Admiralty: lie had quitted it. 	Mr. 
Hood made the same observation.] 

" If I have made a mistake, let me rectify it as 
I go on; the admiral, it appears, has been divorced 
from his second love. 	However, this intelli- 
gence neither mores me nor him, for he will 
not be the first admiral, who, after he has been 
divorced, has married his lady again. 	Having 

- been so fortunate in his first amour, will you 
wonder to be, told that the admiral has fallen in 
love once more. 	He has fallen in love with a 
widow, who brought to each of her two last 
.husbands a British peerage for her portion. 	It 
is nothing, wonderful that a baronet, a little 
baron, should wish to become a great baron. 
Unfortunately, peerages are too often disposed 
of at the conclusion, of a parliament; and when 
disposed of in such profusion as at present upon 
members of the house of commons, I cannot 
help considering it a sort of political adultery; 
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for my own part I should think it as much 
botiour to be called a cuckold as a lord. 

" The worthy admiral wishes to protect is 
from our foreign and domestic enemies. 	He 
must be sincere, for be has said so. 	l have an 
interest in believing him, for I think it will 
Speedily end this contest. 	The expense of cor-
ruption necessary to obtain a majority of votes 
for the beginning of a war, and the continuance 
of corruption for a majority of votes to continue 
the war, is many times greater than the expense 
which would be sufficient to support eternally 
defensive and victorious wars against all the 
world. 

" It is impossible, under this double expense, 
to carry on a war against a nation which has cut 
off that expense of corruption. 	If the nation • 

'with which we are at war has cut off the greater 
'txpense of corruption, and if this be one of the, 
chief causes of their success, surely then the 
'getting rid of corruption would be of more 'ad-
vantage to this country than the' efforts, however 
great, of any single admiral, or all the admirals 
in the world. 

". I have shown to the admiral, to you, and 
to the public, (unless he or any man can venture 
to contradi& Me,) how we may atutin the means 

' of .arriving at that situation which has been ob- 
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tained by foreign success. 	And I persuade my- 
self that the admiral will never suffer his name 

be 	 Mr. to 	joined with persons 	[Here 
Tooke hesitated for some moments, and a few pert 
sons laughfcl.] 	I mean to say enough, and not 
too much. 	My difficulty is not to bring out 
words, but to stop them. 	The gallant admiral 

. does not know the illamous tricks employed by 
odministration in support of his election. 	I 
trust I have said enough to persuade him to re-
tire from this contest." 

Fourth Day, 'Tuesday, May 31, • 1796'. 

For Mr. Fox  	1121 
Sir Alan Gardner 	. 	.  	1010 
Mr. Horne Tooke . 	.  	893 

4C  GENTLEMEN, 	 . 	. 
• 4C  When I had the honour Of addressing you, 
yesterday, I was interrupted in consequence of 
a mistake which I made in respect to the, minis- 
terial candidate; 	not having studied the Red 
Book so fully as I might have done. 	They 

'were glad of n opportunity of showing that the 
admiral was not at present a lord of the admi- 

   
  



1796. 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	. 177 

ralty. 	But this was an error to which every 
man is liable, for they shift their places and 
their titles. so  frequently, 	it is ithpossibli to 
know by what names they choose to be called, 
since the lord }Iawkesbury of yesterday is to-day 
the earl of Liverpool. 	In .consequence of this 
mistake I did apply myself to the study of the 
Red' Book, and found the admiral's name. 	If 
he thought it an advantage to him to deny that 
he was at the Admiralty board, will he think it 
an advantage . to him that he has the sinecure 
place of major-general of marines? 	Tor his 
friend *, who is equally anxious to prove that he 
has not a.seat at the Admiralty, he, likewise, 
has a sinecure place of collector at St. Kitts, I 
take it, of sixteen' hundred pounds a year. 

44  However, for the mistake I hope they will 
forgive me, when they consider that I never did, • . 
nor ever will receive from the present or any 
future king or administration, directly or indi-
rectly, by myself or any other person, the benefit 
of one' farthing. 	Having settled that account, 
I beg to take notice to you of conversations 
which have taken place among the friends of 
the ministerial candidate, and of circumstances 
which have been stated in a'ministerial paper of 

. 	 . 
* Mr., now sir Samuel Heed. 

' 	VOL. II. 	 N 
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•this day. 	It has been mentioned, 4s a subject of 
reproach, that there was .a coalition between Mr. 
Fox and myself. 	I mention it the rather, be- 
cause it may possibly serve "in 	some measure 
to direct the conduct of the electors. in the fu- 
ture course of the poll. 	• 	. 	. 

" The ministers have shown that they fear it 
and dread it, and well they may; for if all the 
persons who have voted singly for Mr. Fox had 
given their second. votes to me, and, all who 
have voted singly for me bad given their second 
votes fOr Mr. Fox,• the ministerial candidate 
must by this time have turned tail. 	You will 
give inc leave to state to you what is the cause 
of thin ministerial fear: it is not so much that 
they fear the loss of one vote more or less in the 
house, as - that they seek to make it appear that 
the public is weaker than it really is, and that 
the ministerial influence is stronger than it really 
is. 	And those Who consult the poll,.which very 
few ever do, will perceive that the numbers who 
have polled for Mr. Fox and Ind on this occasion 
-will show what a decided opinion has been given 
by the electors against the present detestable ad-
ministrAtion I 

" I wish that the poll of this day may he the 
example of the future days of the poll. 	Mr. 
Fox is at the head of the poll; it gives Ltiw 
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pleasure, and I desire it should be so. 	I 'aiii!,ibt- .' 
second upon the poll of this day, and I think I 
haVe polled between forty and fifty to-day more 
than the admiral. 

" I have ventured to say this to you, not fear-
ful of any imputation of coalition,. for my cha-
racter is known to be intractable: if you please, 
Obstinate. 	I hope, however, I am very flexible 
to reason and sound argument; 	but I do ac- 
knowledge, and I make it my boast, that upon 
all great public questions; neither friends nor 
foes, nor life nor death, nor thunder nor light-
ning, shall ever make me give way the breadth 
of one hair!" 	• 

Fifth Day, Wednesday, June 1, 170. 

For sir Alan Gardner 	. 	. 	1750 
Mr. Fox  	1616 
Mr. Tooke 	. 	. 	.  	4192 

,c GENTLEMEN,  
" Sir Alan Gardner has this moment desired 

me to speak a few words for film. 	I beg that 
yon would hear the admiral. 	I have a great 
interest that you should do so. 	I should be ex- 

N 2 
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trewely gratified if you would at all times hear 
admiral Gardner speak against himself. 	It is 
impossible, and would be unbecoming in me, to 
say so much against the admiral as be would. 

" After iyhat Mr, Fox has said, it is fit for 
int to give some account of my conduct dur- 
ing the poll. 	I never made any engagement 
except one—except that engagement which .I 
entered into shortly after 1 was born—to oppose, 
by all the means in my power, oppression and ty-
ranny, in whatever shape they presented them-
selves. 

" I have not presumed to dictate to any elec-
tor ; but;  whoever has asked my opinion, I have 
done 	I 	 to do—I have beg- what 	shall continue 
ged him to vote for Mr. Fox. 	I am not, have 
not been, and cannot be neutral, even what Mr. 
Fox has this moment said, makes it impossible 
—for he has declared, that the ministry build 
their power upon corruption, and that by their 
two infamous bills, they have destroyed the refy 
vitals of the constitution. 	How, then, can I 
possibly be neutral, when one of the candidates,. 
Mr. Fox, opposed 	these measures ; and the 
other candidate is now connected with them, 
and was a member of the last parliament, giving 
his aid to all those evils of which we complain. 

" The ministry have made a great poll to-day, 
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and if there were any adversity in it, it would 
not be so bitter to me as to those not so much 
accustomed to it, because it has been the chief . 
food of my life ; but I do not consider it as ad-
versity.  

" The seat is, by no means, the ultimate ob-
ject of my pursuit, it makes but a small part 
of what I• seek ; however, I believe, in spite of 
this poll, that the seat will still be obtained. 
I have been asked, by some of my friends, and 
those some of the best friends of the public 
cause in which we are engaged, how I could 
possibly expect to succeed in this election, against 
a ministry, who had been able, in three years, ' 
to raise and squander so 	many millions 	on 
the king of Prussia, 	the king of Sardinia, the 
emperor of Germany, on Hesse, on Hanover, 
on Brunswick, and the rest of the hirelings ? 

"I have been asked, besides, will not they who 
shave spent a hundred thousand pounds in the late 
prosecutions--who have imprisoned and ruined . 
hundreds of innocent men, merely to destroy 
yoiu,• will they not spend two hundred thousand 
pounds, if necessary, 	 o keep you out of par- 
liament ?  

" Gentlemen, these questions appear to me to 
be reasonable and well-founded. 	But this does 
not dismay me—let it not dismay you.—Viero 
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• thousands cried out, ' IT NEVER SIIALL.1 	The 
millions' which they have already squandered 
upon despots in their crusade for despotism,- are 

this country, fro 	this country, never to return ; and 
many milli . 	more than 	they 	can, by any 
means, extort from us, will be wanted for the 
same purpose. 	This profuse 	and profliFate 
ministry, the friends of the candidate, (sir X. 
Gardner,) are deep m debt to every person, and 
every service. 	The constable, who took inc in- 
to custody, attended (an honest and a good man) 
lie attended the first day of the poll, to give 
me a vote.—pi long interruption in consequence of 
a great shouting, during which sir.4.Gardner said, 
' Hear the sequel, hear the sequel.'] --- Sir Alan 
Gardner begs you to hear the sequel. 	I'll give 
it. 	The constable complains that Mr. Dundas, 
who gave him that illegal and infamous war, 
rant, for which he. must one day be brought to 
justice; 	he con-Thins' that - this 	scoundrel se- 
cretary of state--(An interru ption) -A desire to. 
be clearly understood (interruption) let me be , 
fairly understood. 	I mean that he is a scoundrel 
both as a secretary of state and a man:----I wish 
to tell you that sequel which sir A. Gardner re- 
commended you to hear. 	I was speaking of the 
constable. 	necomplained that this' secretary of 
state, who sends him to take up and put in dun- . 
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geons better men than himself, never paid him a 
farthing for his trouble. 	He complains that 
they owe him near three hundred pounds. 

" 1 have before desired you not to.  be dismay-
ed at this poll, nor should you be dyed at 
the appearance.of the state of thefountry. The 
ministry have undertaken what is beyond their 
lower. 	The expense of enforcing slavery in Eu- 
rope, whilst they are establishing it at home, 
will exceed the wealth of all the individuals of 
this country collectively, although they should 
continue for ever tame enough to be drained 
and beggared to the last shilling in this cause. 
It is pretty evident, nay, it is 	plain, 	that their 
resonrce.`",,,begin to fail; one resource, however, 
they ha4 '2-- I know they have it — to procure 
ready money for elections of this kind, for I 
know they have used it before upon similar oc- 
casions. 	I. will tell it you as shortly as I can, 
and afterwards the reasons why I tell it yon, 

" An act of parliament was made some years 
ago to prevent the misapplication of public mo-
ney—the receipt for the different offices is sent 
to the Bank, and the different 	boards are to 
give specific drafts for the specific purposes to 
which the money is to be applied. 	The soli- 
citor or agent produces certain bills to the board, 
which, he' says, should be paid—the board or-. 
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tiers the payment—so that all things stand fair 
in their. account. 	The money is received from 
the bank—(I speak, I believe, in the hearing of 
person who know the truth of what I say).— 
The coiNecktial agent or• solicitor receives that 
money, and relds it to the confidential friend of 
the minister, to be used at our elections. 

" Thus, you see, no laws will ever rake us 
safe, unless we have a fair representation of the 
people in the house of commons, to enforce the 
execution of the laws. 

" Now for the reasons why I have told this : 
first, to show you that ours is a trifling and ridicu-
lous triumph, when they reluctantly give us an 
honest law or two that will never effeetually be 
put in practice. 	And, in the 'next place, to give . 
warning to all concerned in this iniquity.—I 
give them warning. , You will certainly bring 
them to justice. 	Now, then, gentlemen, for the 
last reason, and I am sorry I have detained your 
so long. 	I hope this will tend to make 	u§. 
even more 'unanimous than we are; that even 
those contractors and tradesmen of.government, 
and public creditors, who must vote against we, 
who are compelled to have their• names appear 
upon the ministerial list at an election, will see 
that it is their interest that I should he returned, 
that the public creditor may not be iTjustig 
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kept out of his money, but have it fairly al soon 
as his bill is ordered for payment. 

.....--,...„ 

Sixth Day, Thursday, Jane 	2, 1796. 

Tor sir Alan Gardner . 	. 	 2116 
Mrs  Fox  	1978 
Mr. To ode 	. 	. 	.  	1377 

C  4.  GENTLEMEN, 

" I rarely trouble you with any reference to 
the state of the poll, but I must entreat you not 
to be alarmed at the numbers you have seen to- 
day. 	I beg you to reflect that little more than 
three thousand persons have polled, and that 
there remain ten thousand electors who have not 
yet given their votes* 	I beg you to consider the 
difference between the voters—the voters for the 
ministerial candidate are disciplit&el troops ,—on 
our side they are all volunteers, and as inde-
pendentin the times of their coming up to poll as 
they are in the motives for their votes. 	Consi- 
der, besides, that the placemcn, the pensioners, 
and contractors, 	tire all struggling 	hard for 
their profits, and the ministers for their forfeit-
ed lives.. Their eagerness, then, will not sur- 
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prise you, and that will account for the alert- 
ness of the poll 	on their 'side ; 	but I little 
doubt that Mr. Fox and myself shall still both of 
us sd 	 eed in this election. g it should he other- 
wise, i 	e worst should Wappen, let this be 
our comfort, It will not be a pardon for the 
crimes of the ministry, but only a short reprieve. 

" During the course of this poll, Mr. 'Fdx 
and myself have had a disadvantage—a disad-
vantage which your justice and kindness to us 
will, I hope, 	remove. 	The disadvantage is,. 
that by permitting us to address you, and listen-
ing to what we say, we are not only liable to mis-
takes, to which all men are subject, and especi-
ally in such a situation as this, but we are also 
liable to those misrepresentations and, misinter-
pretations which our adversaries are very indus- 
trious to circulate. 	From this disadvantage the 
admiral has been relieved. 	This day you have, 
for the first time, done what I hope your justice 
to him, and your kindness to us, will induce 
yOu to do ,during the remainder of the poll, 
You have heard, and will continue to hear the 
admiral. 	a 

"There has been a misinterpretation or mis-
apprehension of two things which I said yester-
day; the first requires a very short explanation. 
I said, it would gratify me if you would permit. 
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the worthy admiral to speak against himself. 	I 
meant 6y speaking igainst himself, no want of 
ability, no personal imputation upon him, but 
merely that, 	in order• to defend hims 	, he 	. 

sup- must defend the ministry by .whom... is 
i - 	• e ported, and to whom he has gar en, and must 

hereafter give, his support ; and' I supposed that 
his defence of the ministry would be the strong-
est condemnation of himself. 

" I have but One circumstance more to men-
tion to you—it brings with it such thoughts into 
my mind, as almost prevents my utterance. 	I 
applied an epithet, a gross one, in a very perso-
nal manner, and which must needs have been 
offensive to the ears of all decent men. 'But 
if they will give me a patient hearing, and lis-
ten to the end of what I have to say, I flatter 
myself, that the candidate himself, and all his 
friends, and all the adherents, even of the minis- 
try, will go away satisfied with me thii day. 	I 
shall have no occasion for reasoning or argu-
ment, but shall barely state a fact. 

" It is unnecessary to bring back to your me-s 
mory, that I have been kept in close custody 
seven months—excluded, during that time, from 
all communication or correspondence with any 
of my family or friends. 	It is unnecessary 
to remind you that I have held up my hand, as 
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a:traitor, at the bar of the Old Bailey. 	But, 
with what I shall tell you, I suppose you are all 
entirelynnacquaintekbecause it is not to be found 
in a ; account of the proceedings, 

" Mt. 	undas, my next door neighbour, and 
'who had been so for two years, knew perfectly 
well the situation of my family, with which others 
ofthe ministry might not, perhaps, be acquaingd ; 
but he knew it well. 	My family consists singly 
of myself, and two young women my children. 
He, a father of children himself, took me away 
suddenly, detained the in close custody, without 
any communication or correspondence, and left my 
house and my family for twelve days.and nights 
in the possession of four common thief-takers 
from the police-office. 

" It almost overpowers me when I think of 
it. 	Look at the refinement of this map's ma- 
lice ; it was not enough that their father's head 
should 	lie stuck upon a pole, that his body 
should be quartered, that his fortune should be 
confiscated, and that his children should be sent 
out naked and friendless, and beggars into the 
world, unless he could contrive that they should 
be sent out dishonoured too. 	These 	are the 
men whom the admiral must support. 	I must 
do justice to one person in the administration, 
who was -a father, and in a situation like my own 
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—he felt compassion for me, and did contrive a 
communication for me, by which I *as enabled 
to prevail upon a lady and her daughter to put 
themselves into the same terrible circumst9Res, 
and go down to my house in the midd194f the 
night, to continue and reside with.niyfamily, to 
save them from this intended dishonour. 

i' Now, then, gentlemen, I call upon all who 
bear me—men, women, parents, children, the 
candidate 	himself, and his 	adherents, if you 
have hearts, say, whether I was wrong in the 
epithet I used. 	F 	my own part, I say I was 
wrong in uSingikhat epithet, but I was wrong 
by necessity, for 	there 	was no word in the 
language strong enough to apply to him." 

Seventh Day, Friday, June 3, 1796. 

For sir Alan Gardner 	. 	. 	. 	. 	2349 
Mr. Fox.  	2275 
Mr. Horne Tooke  	1569 

" GENTLEMEN, 

" Before you heard the gallant admiral, I 
foretold to you, that he would speak against 
himself. 	You have.  beard him now, and have 
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you not heard him speak against himself? 	Mr: 
Fox has made it almost unnecessary for me to 
_notice any thing that the admiral has said, ex-
ce A that he has missed the strongest instance- 
of LisN ondemnation. 	He says, ' that Mr. Fox 
has constantly voted against the measures of the 
minister good and bad.' 	Need I draw the con- 
sequence? 	He acknowledges that his friend, 
the minister, has proposed bad measures. 

" The admiral has changed his phrase. 	He 
is a week older, and is.  now no longer a lover, 
but a friend. 	He tells you tjiat he is a friend to 
the king, and a friend to the constitution. 	I 
did not hear him say one word about the people, 
and yet it is for their sake alone' that we have 
either king or constitution. 	He has likewise 
avowed, that be is a.friend to the ministry ; and, 
though he has said so, I suppose he would wish 
it to be understood, that he is also a friend. to 
his country. 	To be a friend 'to both, appears 
to me to be at this -time very difficult ; they ap- 
pear as opposite as light and darkness. 	Yet 
it is not absolutely inconsistent, if you call in 
to your aid the circumstances of time and place. 
He may declare himself a friend to his country 
here :upon the Hustings, and prove himself a 
friend to the minister by his tote in the house 
of comnions. 	But for the direction of your con- 
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duct, in the course of the poll, he should' have 
offered . to you reasons why you should be the 
friends of the minister. 	. 

" To his friendship for the' minister, hay 
probably be directed by a common proverb -- 
4  Always speak well of the bridge,*hich carries 
you safe over.' 	You need not trouble your head 
at.whose expense the bridge wash  built, or who is 
to keep it in repair. 	But, gentlemen, I beg not 
to be misunderstood. 	'do not think that your 
late representative, lord.  Hood; nor yqur present , 
candidate; admiral Gardner, have had, or ever 
will have, half so much as their professional 
merit and services deserve. 	No honest man will 
ever repine at the,  well-earned reward of bravery 
and talents. 	The naval and military services 
are two ungrateful professions. 	Neither the 
privates nor the officers have half the support 
which they deserve, nor are ever sufficiently re- .  
compensed. 	But I complain, and the public 
have a right to complain, that the minister per-
verts the professional talents and private virtues 
of brace men, and employs them as instruments 
to subvert the liberties of the country. 	To com- 
mon boroughs, be , may ' send men of no cha-
racter, or , men of infamous character — but, for 
a great city like this, he always takes care to 
pick oat .a person of the best character he can 
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find, and who will submit to be made this 
use of. 

" If any person was to say to a man of com-
moNiense, ' I bring with me here an excellent 
cook, he serves me up very good dinners, I re-
commend hint to you for a hairdresser,' the 
other would laugh in his face ; *and yet such is 
the manner in which the minister insults your 
understandings. 	If the admiral were to ques- 
tion me about the rigging of a ship, I should 
certainly make a very 	scurvy figure ; and I 
strongly suspect, that if I was to put two or 
three questions to the admiral about the rig-
ging of a constitution, he would not make a 
better. 

" What has the glorious first of June to do 
with a representative in parliament?? and yet 
the minister has made this a shameful pretence 
for the influence of corruption, and I have no 
doubt but you will also have another gallant ser-
vice of the fourth of June. 

" Every sort of decent respect to' the king is 
certainly proper, but 	that the anniversary most 
dear to Englishmen? 	Is there no other anni- 
versary dear to us ? Yes, there-  is one that is 
more dear to us than the birth-days of all the 
kings who have ever lived, or who have blessed 
this earth. 	I mean the birth-day of our liberty, 
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the anniversary of the Revolution of 1688 ; that 
revolution, obtained by.  our forefathers, was by 
them expressly intended to guard us against the 
evils of which we now complain, and against 
the politics which the admiral now avows. The 
admiral contents himself with telling us that he 
is a friend to the ministers, but he did not tell 
\dialler it was for their integrity or their wis- • 
dont that be admired them. 	We all of us feel 
their integrity in the taxes and the burthens 
which they have laid upon us; and as to their 
wisdom, let me give to you an idea and a sample 
of it. --", The people were starving for bread — 
the wise corporation of the city of London met 
from day to day to find some relief to the starv- 
ing people. 	The privy council met, and they re- 
quested the corporation to suspend their deter-
mination until they (the privy council) could 
find relief—What did this privy council say ? 
— that they must And 	 to En- a substiote — * 
gli4men a substitute for bread Li ! if you do 
not admire the wisdimr, at least admire the im-
pudence of it — Observe what would follow 
this. 	Suppose you had accepted of grains or 
grass for a substitute ? 	If that had ever become 
the food of tnan, there would have been a scar-
city of that too, and you would have hail to find 
another substitute. 	But I say to you, (and .for  

vol.,. II. 	 0 
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this declaration I may again be called a traitor,) 
accept no substitute for bread ; for, if once the 
common people of the country submit to eat 
grains and grass, or any thing worse than bread, 
they will never henceforward have any thing 
better. 

" The admiral told you, if he had as many 
tvords as the candidate on his left.  hand, he 
would do somethiwrb  — I know not what. 	Now 
you must all have noticed every day, that the 
admiral has expended more words with you who 
stand in the front of the hustings, before the 
close of the poll, than have been used by 11r. 
Fox and me together after it was closed. 	He 
wants no words. 	He has a manly figure, a 
good voice, well chosen expressions ; and when 
be talks upon a subject with which he is ac-
quainted, and is not restrained from uttering 
his real sentiments, no man acquits himself bet-
ter, and therefore I shall trouble you no farther, 
but wish you to request of him to answer those 
things which he has now heard:* 
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, 
Eighth Day, &sturdily, June 4, 1796:. 

For sit Alan Gardner 	. 	. 	. 	2624 
Mr. Fox 	..... : : 	2592 
Mr. Horne Tooke . 	. 	. 	1 113'  

• . 
" GENTLEMEN, 

" The admiral has undoubtedly said nothing 
to you to-day, that I can possibly contradict or 
reason upon. 	He has barely informed you, that 
your exertions have placed him at the head of 
the poll:Aunt that the same exertions, continued 
in the same manner, will keep him there. 

" It has been used as %reproach to Mr. Fox 
and me, that we had united for the purpose of 
the present election : I wish that reproach had 
a better foundation. 	In one thing, however, 
we certainly are of a mind, and probably in 
many others, as I believe and trust we are. 	But 
I think I risk no contradiction front any quar-
ter in saying, that we certainly agree in this — . 
that the stinking rubbish of the present admini-
stration must be iemoved before the foundations 
can possibly be laid of a building, which free. 
men may inhabit with safety and comfort. 

" If the present election 'had been carried 
with a high hand against the minister from its 

02 
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commencement, or if it should still (as it easily 
may) be carried with a high hand at the close of 
the poll ; I have ,no doubt but the present ad -
ministration would barely continue during the 
necessary' interval for forming another. 

." I hope, gentlemen, you will not be at all 
disheartened by the numbers upon the poll, but 
that, for your own honour, you will remember the 
manner in which the horse-dealer tries hi:, cattle. 
Any sorry jade• will draw, if the -carriage fol-
lows, without much resistance, but the experi-
ment he makes is this — he ties his horses to a 
tree, and when they find the tree doe!, not fol-
low, some of them, after hard struggles, lie down 
in despair, and no lal,hing can produce a fresh 
exertion. 	These arc jades. 	Other horses strive 
and struggle, and strain and drag, until the,  
horse-dealer is contented and satisfied with their 
bottom.  

" Gentlemen—We are tied to a tree, the 
tree of corruiption, od in this country its height 
and bulk and weight are indeed vast and enor- 
mous. 	The disinterested and generous exertions" 
which yOu have already made in the course of 
this poll, have, I will venture to say, shaken it. 
Pull .again — it will totter! and again, I say, 
gentlemen, pull again, and it will tumble to thy 
ground' 
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" May I be per pitted, gentlemen, to direct 
your pull. 	The electors of Westminster do not 
want inclination to the public cause of liberty in 
which we are engaged. 	They only require invi- 
tation. 	If every gentleman, who hears me this 
day, and is well affected to the sane cause, will 
exert himself, and call upon, and bring up to 
the Foil a willing elector, the minister's triumph 
will be of very shaft duration, and we shall at 
once send the admiral with glory and spirit hack,-
again to sea." 

...---, 

Ninth Day, Monday, June 6, 1796. 

For Mr. Fox 	 298'3 	• 	' 
Sir Alan Gardner 	. 	. 	. 	2979 
Mr. Home Took . 	. 	. • r63 4 	• 

" GENTLEMEN, 
" I have More satisfaction from this day's 

poll than from all the days which are past : not' 
because I have polled a greater number of votes, 
but because My poll continues steady. 	This 
poll shows a steady people, and the steadiness 
of the people is of more consequence than the 
gaining of any election. 	You have this day 
thrust down the admiral one step.' The 4(10- 
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ral tells me that is a very small step : it appears, 
therefore, he does not value very much in being 
the first in your esteem., 	I trust you will go on, 
and give him an opportunity to show the excel-
lence of his temper, by trying how he will bear 
to be put down the other step. 

" The admiral has said nothing to you , this 
day but to return you thanks, which lie does not 
owe ; for the numbers upon the poll km notori-
ously not given to pit,  A. Gardner, but to Mr. 
Pitt, the minister. 	. 

" The admiral told you tins other day, (with 
what decorum you.will consider,) that he should 
much rather choose to be returned your repre-
sentative in parliament, (which is merely a poli-
tical situation,) along with the right honourable 
gentleman, than with. the other candidate, al-
though, at the same time, he declared, that he 
disliked the politics of that right honourable 
gentleman. 	He did not, however, add a single 
word of disparagement of the other candidate, 
whom he rejected for a colleague— I do not 
think he can. 	But if he can, or if tho's'e who 
sent him here can, I should he glad to, bear it; 
• and I think, after such a voluntary and .uncalled- 
for declaration, he owes it in his own justifica-
tion to you : in the mean time, I am left to find 
out the reason of his preference from the expres- 
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sions which he has used. 	I am compelled to 
suppose, that the baronet's reason is contained in 
the two words right honourable; for with these 
words he graced that gentleman's name. 	A 
title before a name may be a very natural mo-
tive for a baronet's preference ill the choke of 
his colleague; but I will endeavour very shortly 
to convince you, that it would be a very bad 
motive for you in the choice of a representative; 
and I shalt do it with the greater satisfaction to 
myself, because Mr. Fox has a much better and 
a much more solid . claim to your support; I 
mean that very opposition to the minister which , 
the baronet dislikes. 	 , 

" In this country, if any of you have been at 
the parade, or at a review, you have seen the 
commanding officers standing gallantly before 
their men, (as the candidates do here upon the 
hustings), and giving the word of 'command in 
front; you are egregiously mistaken if you sup- 

, pose they do the siune in the time of action. 
No, gentlemei,  ; they then' give the word of 
commandfiwn behind. This will always be the 
practice in all other services, as well as the mi-
litary, as long as favour, and birth, and title, 
and parliamentary corruption, and money, pro- 
mote men to superior offices. 	The higher their 
station, the safer in time .of action' will be their 
situation, 
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" Now then, gentlemen, look at the conduct 
of that enemy, from whom you may learn some,  
other things more useful than the telegraph 
which we have adopted. 	With them superior 
merit and bravery alone promote their private 
men from the ranks, and place them in com-
mand, and even at the head of their armies. 
See the never failing consequence of. this 'prac-
tice in their last brilliant victory at Lodi, when 
a column of their bravest grenadiers were for a 
moment stopped; and, hesitating at the furious 
cannonade of the Austrians, six of their gene-
rals rushed foremost at the head of the troops, 
gave their command,' and, (what was better,) 
their -example in front; on which the victory 
immediately followed. . 

" You, gentlemen, the electors of Westmin-
ster, and all the other electors throughotit Eng-
land, will do well to consider and to ask your-
selves these questions:— 

" In our present• cruel struggle between li-
berty and slavery, who are the persons utarving 
for want of bread? 

" To whom do the ministry propose a substi-
tute for bread?  

" Who are the persons oppressed, beggared, 
dishonoured, vilified, and ruined? 

" Who are languishing and rotting in their 
gaols?— [zi voice from the crowd said, ' HoRNE 
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TOOKE'] -It is true, I have been frequently in 
prison, but at present I had forgotten myself, , 
I was thinking only of you. 

" I wish you to consider, who are sentenced 
to be flogged to death; or are tortured (the 
cruellest of all torture) with putrid diseases in 
their prisons 'r 

" Who are sent as felons to Botany Bay? 
" Who are, cast into dungeons, and treated 

and tried as traitors? 
[Many persons present exclaimed, 	" THE 

PEOPLE.1 
" Gentlemen, you say tite. 	It is so. 	It is 

we ; we, the privates in the ranks. 
" Where all this while are our political ge-

nerals? Where were our right honourable and ho- 
nourable representatives? 	BEHIND, SAFE in the 
REAR, reposing on their beds of pension and pri-
vilege. 

" Gentlenmn, believe me, you cannot possibly 
have the smallest chance, you cannot reasonably 
entertain even the smallest hope of success, un-
less at your elections you pass by these lords and 
these lordlings, these barons and baronets, and 
choose your representatives from amongst the 
privates in the ranks." 
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. 
Tenth Day, Tuesday, June 7, 1796. 

For Mr. Fox  	3332.  
Sir Alan Gardner 	.  	3320 	• 

Mr. Tooke 	. 	. 	.  	2078 

GC GENTLEMEN, 

" I have heard, with great concern, that an 
insult was offered to sir A. Gardner List night. 
I am firmly persuaded, that such an insult was 
not offered to him by any persons who have 
stood before these hustings during this election. 
If I thought it was, r should scarcely trust 
myself ever to open my lips here again; for 
I have spoken to inform you, but not to inflame 
you. 

" I am very much pleased that you have lis• 
tened patiently to the admiral this day; had 
you not, it was certainly my determination to 
have troubled you no more; for it appears to 
me as dishonourable to continue to deliver my 
sentiments in opposition to those of another 
candidate, who is not permitted to speak, . as 
it would be to strike a man whose hands were 
tied. 

" But, gentlemen, as you have heard hint 
with respect, and as I am persuaded he will re- 
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tire this night to his house as quietly as either 
of the other candidates, I venture, for your in-
formation, to ask him some questions, which I 
should otherwise have suspended. 	The admiral' 
tan certainly, give you material' information, 
which no other person here can. • 

" The admiral has solemnly pledged himself 
to you for two things. 	To vote for an honour- 
able peace, whenever that honourable peace can 
be obtained. 	[31r. Tooke here turned to the 
admiral, and asked him whether it were so P 
The admiral answered, ' Yes.'] 	The admiial 
does not retract, as I dare swear he never will, 
any thing that he says. 	He confirms the pledge. 
He has likewise pledged himself to combat the 
domestic enemies of the conntry. 	He told you, 
that he spoke to you as a seaman, which I sup-
pose means the sincerity characteristic of the 
profession. 	He would disdain to make, or ap- 
pear to make, in a solemn manner, an ambi- 
guous or equivocal promise. 	I shall, by my 
questions, give him an opportunity to make it 
impossible for his most unjust and bitterest ene-
mies to suppose that he could do so. 

" An honourable peace!--`What is an honour- 
able ponce? 	By your hearing the admiral pa- 
tiently and silently, you will certainly know; 
and it is necessary that you should know what 
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it is he has promised, and for what he has so- 
lemnly pledged himself to you. 	Does the ad- 
miral mean, as the minister formerly told us, 
thb.t in order to make it an honourable peaCe, 
an indemnification will be .necessary for all the 
Jives which have been sacrificed, and all the 
millions which have been squandered in this un- 
just, disgraceful, and disastrous war? 	I do not 
mean, withOut any deduction from the Prussian 
subsidy, for value received. 	I mean that part 
of it which was paid for the protection of Hano-
ver, though for my own part I would not con-
sent to deduct a farthing for it. 

" Does' he think it a necessary condition of 
an honourable peace, that 	despotism 	should 

'again be reestablished in Trance.---[Many of 
the people cried out,' No, no!']—Gentlemen, I beg 
you not to forget that I expect that answer from 
the admiral, and not from you. 

" Does the admiral think it a necessary con-
dition, that the Stadtholder should be restored to 
that despotism in Holland, which be before ob-
tained by the intrigues of our ministers and the 
Prussian troops? 

" Does he think it necessary that the emperor 
should again be empowered, notwithstanding , 
our guarantee to the contrary, to pillage and en-
slave Brabant and Flanders? 
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" Does the admiral think it a necessary con-
dition, that no European power but ourselves 
should possess a foreign country? 

" Most probably the admiral will not say, 
that these are now the necessary conditions of 
an honourable peace; 	for by this time they 
must have passed away from the dreams of the 
minister, 

" Perhaps, on the contrary, the admiral and 
the minister may now tell us very reasonably 
and truly, the honourableness of the conditions 
'of a peace depends upon the circumstances and 
situation of the country which makes it. 	Per-
haps he will tell us, that Denmark acknowledges 
the French nation and government—that Swe-
den acknowledges them—that Venice and Tits-
cany, and Switzerland, and Genoa, acknow-
ledge them—that .s merica. not only acknow-
ledges, but is united in the closest bonds of friend-
ship with them; besides our amiable allies . of 
Tunis, Algiers, and Morocco. 

44  Perhaps the admiral will tell us, that Prus-
sia has been pretty soundly beaten by them, and 
is now partly a defensive ally; and partly, as 
far as the line of demarcation is concerned, an 
offensive ally also. 	That Spain has been con-
quered by them, and is now in defensive alli-
ance with them, and without great care will 
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soon be offensive too. 	That the Italian domi- 
nions of the king of Sardinia have been con-
quered, and are now actually in their possession, 
and the king himself at their feet. 	That Hol- 
land has been conquered by them, and is now 
established a free and independent 	republic. 
That the French 'i,,re now in possession of the 

*Netherlands, anti of most of the German territo- 
ries on this side of the Rhine. 

" He may tell you more; be may tell you, 
that a blacker cloud hangs over our head. 	He 
may, perhaps, tell you, that, if by our great su-
periority at sea, 'we should once convince the 
French, and all Europe, that they cannot pos-
sibly hold a single island in the West Indies, or 
a single establishment in the cast, they may proba-
bly change their plan, and convert it into a war of 
devastation in the. west, and an auxiliary war in 
the east, and effectually prevent us from having 
any benefit in those foreign settlements, in which 
we will not permit them to have any share. 

46  If he should tell you all ibis, he will tell 
you nothing but the truth ; and if he shall ma-
turely reflect upon these things, lie will, proba-
bly, before he leaves you, change the terms of 
bisi  promise and his pledge, and ma think those 
terms fit and honourable, in our present situa-
tion, which would have been thought the basest 
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and most disgraceful' in any former situation 
which this country ever held, before they were , 
cursed with the present incapable, tyrannical, and 
detestable ministry. 

" He will, therefore, probably . change the 
words of his promise, and pledge himself to 
vote for a speedy and necessary peace. 

" He will tell you his mind upon this to-mor- A 
row; he will explain to you what lie meant by 
that honourable peace, and if he should not do 
it in words, his silence will explain itseM 

Eleventh Day, Wednesday, June 8. 
• 

For Mr. Fox 	 1665 
Sir Alan Gardner  	3604 
Mr. Horne Tooke  	2215 

55  GENTLEMEN, 

" I have as much private and personal respect 
for sir Alan Gardner, as I have for any gentle-
man with whom I am so little acquainted ; and 
yet it was not for his sake, but for yours, that 
I requested you to hear him patiently, and not 
to let him go away as great a stranger as he 
came. 	By stranger, I mean that you should be 
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as little acquainted usith his political sentiments 
And principles, as you were the first day he set 
foot upon the hustings. 

" You have heard him, and a most extraordi-
nary explanation he has given of what he means 
by an honourable peace—apeace of which we arc 
not to be ashaved I 	Would it not be well 

, if he could tell us of a war' of which we should 
not be ashanted—But to know what he means 
by an honourable peace, you must press him 
farther, for we know as little by his present ex- 
planation as we did before. 	Perhaps so great is 
his attachment to and opinion of his friend the 
minister, that he may be inclined to think that 
any peace or any war will be honourable of 
which Mr. Pitt shall approve.  

" Consider that you will have no other op-
portunity, of inquiring into the sentiments of 
your representatives for six or seven years to 
come. 	The minister, as I take it, •has sent sir 

'Alan Gardner here upon this occasion for two 
reasons ; the first, and, I suppose, the chief rea-
son is, that he imagines he can rely Upon his 
tote in the house' of commons. ' The second 
reason is, that he is a professional man. 	The mi- 
nister is very grateful to those who Irate as he 
would have them: 	Preferment ,out of a pro- 
fession always vaeates a seat in parliament, but 
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professional preferment does not. 	The minis- 
ter, therefore, chooses a professional 	man for 
his candidate at Westminster, kindly and gen-,  
teelly towards you, merely to 'save you the trouble' 
of repeated elections.  . 

" The minister, I have no e.Oubt, would, if 
he could, save you the trovtle of having any 
eleetiOn at all : he certainly 	takes 	as 	much 
care as he.  possibly ,can 	to 	prevent it. 	He 
proved it to you, not long ago, when he made 
lady Hood a, peeress.—[Some persuns hissed, 
some shouted, some harghed.]—It is, impossible 
for me, to know whether the gentlemen hiss at 
the peerage, or me— [Numbers shouted, c the 
peerage! the peerage 1 —I beg not to be mis-
understood, I mean to make no reflection on 
tln peerage ; I say now, as I have said before, 
that lord Hood has not half what he deserves. 
1 mention'it only as an instance of the minister's 
care to prevent your trouble: for when he had 
secured the peerage to the family, he delayed 
the patent to lord Hood till the dissolution of 
parliament, in order to defeat your election of a 
new representative.  

" Gentlemen, on the same principle, if yott 
should, which, notwithstanding the numbers on 
the poll, I still .  think you will not do ; 	but if 
you should return sir Alan Gardner your repro. 

VOL. It. 	 P 
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sentative in parliament, 	I much fear we shall' 
lose the benefit of his exertions in his first pro- 
fession against 	our foreign 	enemies. 	For I 
should not wonder if the minister should he un-
willing to trust sir Alan again to sea, for fear 
some accident s ould happen, to produce, that 
which he dislikes 	re than all other things, an- . 	'  
other Westminster election ! 

" It is fortunate, however, for the admiral, 
that he has taken up a new profession, that of 
combating our domestic enemies. 	/ call it a 
new profession, because it certainly, never before 
was understood to make a part of the qualifica- 
tion of a seaman. 	I appeal to the admiral him 
'self. 	I am sure . he 	will acknowledge, that 
when he was examined and passed, as a lieute-
nant in the navy, not one single question was 
put to him by the board of admiralty about the 
means of annoying domestic enemies ? 	But by 
this new profession he has now taken up, he has 
pledged himself to combat the domestic enemies 
of the country. 	Surely, then, it is fair to ask 
him to explain himself. 	Surely, it is fair to ask 
him to point out these domestic enemies—it 
may be done in two words. 	lie may tell us 
who they are, and with what weapons he means 
to combat them. 	Who but himself can tell ?— 
Parhaps, when the admiral talks of domestic 
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enemies, he means me ; perhaps he means you , 
perhaps he means the electors of Westminster, 
who have supported me ; perhaps he means all 
Those who are enemies-to his friend the minister./ 
If he does so, that would be a large list indeed, 
for it would include all those - 	rsons who are 
the real and true friends of th 	country. 

" But I am not willing to give the admiral too 
long a task at once ; perhaps the length of what I 
said yesterday, may be the cause of the shoTt- 
ness of his .answer to-day. 	Let 	him tell us 
first who these domestic enemies are ; let him 
satisfy us that he has not made a formal declara-
tion of war against Falsta's men in buckranz, 
and in. Kendal Green.--The admiral must have 
meditated deeply on this subject; it is impossi-
ble that he should rashly have dishonoured his 
country. , by supposing domestic enemies, unless 
he certainly knew that there were such. 	Let 
him first, then, declare these enemies, and we 
Will come to him for instructions how to com- 
bat them. 	We will fight against them.  under 
his  standard, 	under any standard except the 
standard of the„present minister, for he trea-
cherously told us formerly, that the proprietors 
of boroughs were our domestic enemies ; and 
afterwards, by the most atrocious means, he en-
deavoured to take our lives for following his 
own instructions. 

P 2 
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"They certainly were his own instructions, 
for I have them in his own hand-writing. 	And 

t I ought to be-  cautious how I say certainly, 
As I have no better authority for it than the mi-

nister's own path in the late trials at the Old 
Bailey.' 

Twelfth Day, Thursday, Jane 9,179g. 

For Mr. Fox 	 3961 
Sir Alan Gardner 	 . 	. 	. 	3884 
Mr. Horne Tooke . 	. 	. 	2303 

" GENTLEMEN, 

" You have, with great propriety, listened pa- 
- tiently to the admiral this day, and, I think,. 

in some measure, you have 	been paid for it. 
You see it is very plain that he does not want 
words, and it is very plain to me, that he does 
not want matter. 	The only difficulty which he 
appears to me to labour under, springs not from, 
himself, but from another quarter. 	He is re- 
strained—he must not let out too much I 	As 
he explained to you what he meant by an ' ho-
nourable peace,' so has he explained what be 
meant by ' domestic enemies!' 

" Gentlemen, I have discovered who are the 
domestic enemies — you mriy discover it,. not 
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from their words, but from the practice of the 
minister and his followers. 	You know that 
disciplined armies are not permitted to plunder. 
and pillage their friends. 	Those are the ene,  
tries from whom they take the booty. 

" Gentlemen, a nation that las been treated 
as this has been, has a rio• 	to demand two 
thingsi —security for the future,  and.  justice for 
the past!!! 	One of the candidates, Mr. Fox, by 
his declarations to you from the hustings, has 
given you full reason to be.satisfied, that he will 
exert his utmost endeavours to obtain' them both 
for.  you. 	Tor my own part, for all that is per- 
sonal to myself, I should be well contented to 
let the delinquents go free, provided we could 
obtain security for the rights of the people in 
future. 	The other candidate has given you no 
reason 	to expect his assistance 	in obtaining 
either. 	He is looking anxiously forward to that 
honourable peace, Of which neither he, nor you, 
nor the minister will be ashamed. 	The minis- 
ter, ashamed of the peace!! Who has not been 
ashamed of the war!!! 

" The admiral sorrowfully told you he might 
be reduced to half pay: and that, in case of such 
an event, his major-generalship of the marines 
would not be worth more to him than about six 
hundred pounds a year!!! — [Great shouting.• 
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and interruption for  some tune.]—Gentlemen, 
I am frequently compelled, perhaps from the 

PiTri.proper manner in which I express myself; to 
request you not to misunderstand my words. 
The general,- I mean the admiral, though in- 
deed I might ea 	him either, for he is both!! 
[again shouting 	interruption.] 	I do not 
mean to cast the slightest imputation upon the 
reward 	he 	has received !!.1 	Before God, 	I 
think he deserves double. 	But the admiral did 
not, as I wish be had; he did not seem to cast 
a thought, at least he did not utter a word, con-
cerning those other gallant officers in the ser-
vice, who, with an equal claim with himself to 

-reward, will be reduced as 'well as himself to 
half pay, and have no friend in the minister to 
make them also generals of marines. 	Another 
consideration affects me much more strongly; if 
there are to be sham generals and sham colonels 
of marines for the officers, why are there not 
sham marines for the private men? 	However, 
gentlemen, these neglected officers and privates 
will certainly have one resource left. 	They, 
too, may take up the new profeSsion against 
the domestic enemies!!! 	and it would not be 
wonderful if they all did so. 

" The sea-service is not a very active one, 
compared to this new service. 	Few admirals, 

   
  



170. 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	ZS 

however fortunate, can expect to be in more 
than five or six brilliant actions in the course of 
their lives.. 	The admiral has been in some. 	I 
mean to do him justice. 	But look at the of 1! 
profession; see the difference of the activity and 
the difference of the booty. 	LIcill give you an e 
instance of it. 	I mean that of Mr. William.  
Cirentille, now lord Grenville. 	I think he com-
menced his political warfare against domestic 
enemies, in the office of secretary to the lord 
lieutenant of Ireland, and he continued in that 
ituation long enough to gain and take from 

the enemy one or two very comfortable rever- 
.sions. 

" But, gentlemen, this was only skirmishing 
in Ireland,—and, therefore, very fortunately for 
us, I mean very fortunately for him, (one is very 
apt to make those mistakes in speaking,) I say, 
very fortunately for him, he came over to us in 
England to join the main battle against the foe, 
lie had scarce set his foot in the country when 
he attacked, not a very strong post, I mean, a 
seat at the treasury board, and 'that produced 
him sixteen hundred pounds a year. 	[Many of 
the people cried, ' What, no more P'] 	You 
say, ' What, no more?' 	He said the same!! 
However, he was scarcely warm in his scat, than 
lie was again in action, and was quickly made 
paymaster-general of the forces. 
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" This brought him two thousand pounds a 

year!! But still his mind ran more upon receipt 
_Abe payment—be soon quitted that station to.  

become speaker of the house of commons, and 
that place is Forth six thousand pounds a year!t 
You think nott :\ perhaps, that I have finished 
the list of his explo,i,ts. 	Nothing like it! 	The 
-wig of the speaker:was scarcely fitted to hiSlettd, 
when he became secretary of state and a cabinet 
councillor. 	[Many cried,' What is that worth 
what is that worth?'] Why, it is worth, just as*  
much as the conscience of the possessor will let 
him make of it. 	But his .activity in these hos, 
tilities does not stop here. 	He is quickly made 
a peer! 	[Numbers cried out, ' What is that? 
what is that?') 	Why I should have more dif- 
ficulty to answer that question than any others. 
But his duty in the house, as a peer of the 
realm, and his employ►►e►at as a cabinet coun-
cillor, and the business of h►s office as secretary 
of state, were not. enough for his active spirit. 
He had still time left for further hostilities, and 
he was made ranger of both the parks. 	This 
brought him two or three thousand pounds a 
year. 	But all this would not do! 	He pushed 
on and attacked an old dismantled fortification, 
(many of the guns were dismounted,) but still it 
showed a formidable face to the enemy! 	He at- 
tacked it gallantlh and took it! He was made 
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auditor of the exchequer! And this produces to 
him, I believe, seven thousand pounds a year 
morel—Perhaps you will ask .me, when he will 
think he has enough? I can tell you to a farthgg. 
As soon as he is in pOssession of the utmost he • ip. 
can get!  

" Now, gentlenien, there is something very 

	

strange, very extraordinary, which of 	to be 
noticed, that in all these active services, and in 
all these hardships which he has gone through, 

I this gentleman was never once known, at least 
as far as I have ever heard, he was never known 
once to complain for want of bread; no, nor of 
the dearness of bread, nor of any other pressure, 
which we all of us feet from ouf taxes and other 
burthens!!! He had found a substitute! This is 
one of those wise statesmen of this great nation, 
who entered into a solemn league and covenant, 
into a solemn compact and agreement with each 
other, that they would not, for several months 
to come, touch either pudding or pie!!! They 
proposed also a substitute for you. 	They did 
not indeed say what it should be, but these mi-
nisterial gentlemen are always very shy in ex-
plaining the terms and words which they make 
use of upon these occasions., 	You may have 
seen how it is here, when we push them to ex-
plain the meaning of their words, they are as 
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silent as dead men. 	There is a saying, indeed, 
that " dead men tell no tales;' but that is not 
true in political matters, for in them it seems 
tgat dead men only tell tales. 

" The famous historian, Mr. Gibbon, lately 
departed, At sleft a written account of his cam- 

' paigns against the domestic enemy, and he ex- 
plains the terms he uses as he goes. 	He too 
was for one or twci parliaments in the house of 
commons; he too declared that he had a friend- 
ship for the minister, 	and he explained the 
term.. By ' friendship for the 	minister,' 	he 
means that he voted with him upon every ques- 
tion. 	The minister had likewise a friendship 
for him, and he explains what that meant. 	No 
bribery — no corruption—nothing of the kind. 
The minister gave to him what he terms ' a con-
venient salary' of eight hundred and fifty pounds 
a 'year. 	Whilst Mr. Gibbon held this post, the 
domestic enemy attacked it, the minister's troops 
were discomfited, and Mr. Gibbon lost the con-
venient salary!!—What should he do now? 
Gratitude, be says, made him join another set 
of ministers. 	He explains the term gratitude, 
which he uses here, to mean the expectation be 
had of 4 thousand a year from them as commis- 
sioner of the customs. 	Well! he fought with 
them under their banners, and they conquered; 
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but then he complains that they did him great 
injustice; but he explains what he means here 
by injustice, and his explanation will make it 
unnecessary for me to explain any further; these 
are literally his words, 	' My vote,' 	says he, 

was counted in the day of battle; but I was 
overlooked in the division of the spoil!!!' " 

Thirteenth Day, Friday, June 10, 1796. 
. 	• 

For Mr. Fox  	4233 
Sir Alan Gardner 	. 	.  	4174 

Mr. Home Tooke 	. 	.  	2407 

tc GENTLEMEN, 	 • 
" The admiral bids me' go on, for he shall 

say no more: 	he stopped at the word love. 
You see how unfortunate he is • now in his 
amours. 	No wonder, gentlemen, be told you yes- 
terday that he remembered the rebellion in 1795. 
But, gentlemen, you hear every day from the 
other two candidates, that the one or the other 
is at the head of the poll: I am afraid they may 
give you the change, and make you forget there 
is another struggle here than which of these two 
should be at the head of the poll. 
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" I have never troubled you with the state of 

the poll ; and yet I have .  every day examined 
it: and since we are to talk of the poll, I will 
enikavour to make you understand it. 	I would 
not have you 'be discouraged at the numbers you 
see upon the board. 	In what I am going to 
say, I, beg you not to suppose that I am ironical. 
I really am well contented with the state of the 
poll ; and, when I say I am well contented, I 
mean that the public has reason to be well con-
tented — for 1 . am out of the question ; it is 
their election, not mine. 	It is of some conse- 
quence that you should understand this poll. 
To understand it, you must see it dissected.' 	I 
have dissected it daily. 	I 	may reason mis- 
takenly, but I mean to reason fairly. 

" At the close of the poll yesterday, it stood 
as follows : Mr. Fox's votes are of three sorts. 

Votes for Fox and Gardner 	. 	1663 
Fox and Tooke . 	. 	1572 

Single votes for Fox only 	. 	. 	726 
Total 	3961 

" To judge of this poll, you must Consider 
the sorts of votes — because we must not dis- 
semble ; we must do justice to the devil. 	In 
order to estimate between the .public and the 
minister, we must consider the influence which 
produced the votes. 
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" These votes for Fox and Gardner I attribute 
to the minister's influence. 	I cannot suppose 
that any of the personal friends of Mr, Fox, or 
of his politics, could have polled so unnaturally. 
If there should be an exception of two or three, 
or more, it would not alter the general aim of the 
reasoning. 	I suppose these 1663 votes to have 

' been given to Mr. Fox by the minister. 
" I stated to you, in the beginning of this elec-

tion, that I bad the honour to be the candidate 
most hated by the minister; and, for this, there 
are many reasons. 	Amongst others, you know 
that the degree of personal malice which one 
man entertains against another, is not in pro-
portion to the injuries received, but to the in- 
juries done. 	The minister has not yet attempted . 
to murder the right bon. gentleman, but he has 
attempted to murder me ! 	This then, gentle- 
men, is one reasonable ground for my sup- 
position. 	Besides, 	the 	admiral, 	who 	is the 
minister's representative 	here, 	has confirmed 
my statement; for he told you in so many. 
words, that he should choose to be returned 
your representative in parliament with' the right 
hon. gentleman, rather than with me. 	Sup- 
posing, therefore, that these double votes for 
Fox and Gardner are to be attributed to the mi-
nister's influence, I deduct them from Mr. Fox's 
poll, and with 	that deduction his 	poll will 
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amount to 2298. 	I had polled last night 2303. 
I therefore estimate that I had then polled five 
votes more than Mr. Fox: but I ought not to 
say that I have polled ; but that the public have 
polled. 	Now, I reason thus : if the electors of 
Westminster, notwithstanding the long friend-
ship they have bad forMr. Fox, and their long 
acquaintance, have polled thus upon this Occa-
sion, they have done it from a just persuasion, 
that their own lives are at stake in the preserit 
struggle ; for, if the minister can murder small 
men in the manner he has attempted, he will 
soon be able to murder great ones. 	This poll, 
therefore, springs from no dissatisfaction with 
Mr. Fox, but from your compassion for me, and 
your indignation at the attempt against me. 

" Let us now examine the minister's votes ; I 
say the minister's—for sir Alan is entirely out of 
the question. 	He will not be displeased with 

• me for saying so. 	You may depend upon it, 
his vanity is not at all increased by this poll. 
I-le knows it is the minister's, not his ; and he 
wishes the minister to have the full honour of 
it. 	The minister has polled 3884. 	ilis num- 
Ders are, 	 . 

For Fox and Gardner 	. 	. 	. 	1663 
Gardner and Tooke 	. 	. 	15 

Single votes for Gardner 	. 	. 	2206 
Total -7-3884 
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[Great 	shouting 	by the minister's friends.] 
There is no mighty occasion for exultation at 
the numbers ; for he might have had the 1663 
as single votes into the bargain. 	The 15 polled 
for Tooke and Gardner — (Numbers cried out, 

Give them to him, give them to him.') 	No, 
I cannot spare the admiral these fifteen votes, as 
many' of you would have me do. 	It is an ex- 
tremely unnatural poll ; but I think it is easily 
accounted for. 	Certainly they did not vote for 
the admiral by my influence ; and as certainly 
they, did not vote for me by the admiral's direc- 
tion. 	Why then, it evidently must have been 
thus : these are men whose principles and heart 
inclined them to the public cause; but they 
must have been under some commanding influ-
ence, which they could not refuse ; and must 
have said, when applied to, as has often been the 
case, ' Since you will have it so, I will give one 
vote according to your desire, and the other ac- 
cording• to 	my own 	inclination.' 	I deduct, 
therefore, these fifteen from the admiral's poll, 
and then his numbers will stand 3869. 	From 
my own poll of 2303, I believe you will agree 
with me, .that I need not deduct any. 	I have no 
personal connexions, I have no personal influ-
ence, and I have no money. 

" What Mr. Fox has told you concerning 
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the declaration of the public opinion, by the 
numbers on the poll, is of some importance ; 
and yet I hope not of so great importance as 
some may imagine. , If it is of importance that 
be should be at the head of the poll, you must 
well bestir yourselves ; for the minister is at pre-
sent at least 1500 before him —But do not be 
discouraged ; and if it is possible, put Mr. Fox 
at the head of the poll, in spite of the mini-
ster's 1500 ; though I confess, I think, that the 
public, in fair reasoning, have already declared 
themselves abundantly : for, when you consider, 
that, in the minister's poll, the judges 	have 
voted — the masters in chancery have voted — 
the king's messengers, his footmen, his scul-
lions, and all that are dependent upon his house-
hold, and all that are dependent upon the ad-
miralty, and all the other boards, officers in the 
customs and excise, and others who have no 
right to vote, you will see, when all these come 
to be deducted, what a thin, meagre, wretched 
skeleton, the minister's poll will make. 

" It is impossible to form a precise judgment 
0f this poll, until it is finally dosed. 	This I 
can certainly say, that I have not, for my own 
part, yet polled one-third of those who have de- 
clared themselves in my favour. 	At the close 
of the poll I certainly mean to dissects  the whole 
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.of it ; and if it shall appear likely to be useful 
to the public, 1 will give it to you — not by word 
of month; indeed, for I must not, until another 
election,: talk to more than fifty people together, 
without the interference of a justice of peace.; 
but for your information I will print, it. 

." I fear I have detained You too long. 	I shall 
add but one word more. Whilst I was address-
sing yon yesterday, the admiral made (what I 
wish he would more often make) an observation 
upon what I was saying to you. 	I was giving 
you an instance; merely as a sample of the rest, 
of the grasping greediness of lord Grenville; 
the admiral said, he did not see what this had 
to do, with the election. 	1 know it is a sore 
place; and for that reason, I touched it. 	Now 
I.think it had much to do with the election and. 

.with the public, and ought to influence mate- 
rially the conduct of the electors. 	It is of the 
utmost consequence to them, and if I had time, 
here upon the hustings, I would- inform then 
through what pockets all their enormous taxes 
flow. 	The admiral surely knows of what conse.. 
(pence it often is to find out a leak at sea. 	I have 
found out the public leak —not where it runs 
in, but whew it runs out : and the consideration. 
and importance of it ought to direct your votes ; 
for if you return the admiral to parliament, he 

VOL. II. 
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has not undertaken, and he will not undertake, 
to pursue any measures to stop this ruinous 
leak; but if you return me to parliament, I cer-
tainly will either stop that leak, or die in at-
tempting it." 

Fourteenth Day, Saturday, June 11, 1796. 
, 

For Mr. Fox 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	4625 
Sir Alan Gardner 	. 	. 	4486 
Mr. Tooke 	. 	. 	. 	, 	2560 

After Mr. Fox bad addressed the people, Mr. 
TOoke said, 	• 
" GENTLEMEN, 

" It appears to me almost unnecessary to utter 
one word after what Mr. Fox has said. 	I 'ain 
willing to concur in the statement of the poll . 
which he has now given, nor am . I disposed to 
contest any thing with a man who has spoken as 
he has now done. 

. 	" This poll is drawing towards a close, and 
this will probably be the last oppOrtunity I shall 
.have of. addressing you. 	I will not tire .you 
'with thanks for the great favour And indulgence 
-'which I have experienced from you. 	I beg only 

   
  



1796. 	, LIFE' OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	22! 

to assure you, that no man alive, feels the insults 
of enemies less, or the kindness of friends more. 
—If God shall be pleased' to protect my life 
from disease, and from the putrid dungeons of 
tyrannical and sanguinary men }. whatever may 
be the final event 'of this poll, I will certainly 
meet you here again upon the first vacancy. 
• ̀ 'Gentlemen, tuinisters have this day dared to 

commence the reign of terror in this land. 	I 
draw this consequence from what Mr. Fox has 
said to you. 	Two objects alone shall engage 
the remainder of my life t to obtain for the 
people what they have a right to demand, and 
must soon have — security for the future)  and 
justice for the past." 

Fifteenth Day, Monday, June 13, 1796; 

The . poll finally closed at three o'clock, when 
the numbers were — 

• 
For Mr. Fox 	. 	, 	. 	. 	. 	5 i60 ' 

Sir Alan Gardner 	. 	. 	4814 
Mr. Tooke 	. 	. 	. 	. 	2819 

The two first were accovdiugly declared to by 
Q2 
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duly chosen ; and, •on the succeeding day, the 
third candidate took his leave by means of the 
following advertisement : 

. 	 , 
" GENTLEMEN, 

• " By the time when I shall next meet you at 
another election, your taxes, burdens, and op-
pressions, will be still heavier ; and your desire 
of relief more ardent : for the ministers of this 
country are pursuing a career in which they can- 
not stop. 	They must go on, or go off. 	Cor- 
ruption, like a dropsy, will swell till it burst. 
And the means of force and coercion which they 
have lately prepared for us — their treason and 
sedition bills, their volunteers, their fencibles, 
pand their' barracks— only tend to hasten the 
crisis. 

Be moderate and firm. 	If we can do no 
better for our country, let our carcases at least 
manure the soil which has fed us. 	Chu• ances- 
lors, in the last century, who fled front slavery, 
loved liberty well; but .they who staid, and by 
their sufferings and exertions, vindicated mid 
established it, loved it better, and deserved bet-
ter of posterity. 

." Again, gentlemen, I request you to be mo-
derate and firm, and we shall soon obtain, what 
,aught to be the morning and 'evening determina- 
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tion of every Englishman — security kir the fu, 
tare, and justice,for the past. 

" I am, gentlemen, 
" Your most obedient servant, 

" JOHN IJORNE TOOKE?' 
" Wimbledon, June 1 I., 179G. 

• 
' This election, during which the poll continued 
open for a whole fortnight, cost -the other candi-
dates a very large sum of money. And it proved 
also expensive on the part of Mr. Home Tooke, 
who spent nearly a thousand pounds on the oc-
casion : however, the charge was not borne by 
him ; for he has assured inc frequently, that the . money had been previously presented to him, by 
a man of considerable rank, whom he named, 
and who; as well as his family, was apparently 
well received at court, where he proved A con, 
stant Attendant, 

One singular event, that occurred during this 
election for Westminster, ought not to be here 
omitted. 	Early on the first day of the poll, 
,the chamberlain of London appeared in front of 
the hustings.  ; and, after an elegant compliment 
to the public virtues, talents, and fortitude of 
Mr. Horne Tooke, gave him his sole vote. 

As a senator, Mr. Wilkes'must be allowed to 
have 	been 	bold, 	intrepid, 	persevering. 	He 
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Was, however, not only deficient in oratory, but 
devoid of all its graces and qualifications ; for 
his utterance was difficult, his voice untnelodi, 
ous, 	his figure unprepossessing. 	Besides the 
want of personal beauty, which the most elo-
quent man * of Rome deemed essential . to stic-. 
cess ; he possessed the glaring defect of flos-
cius t, without exhibiting, in any eminent degree, 
a single accomplishment of that great actor. 	In 
point 'of composition, too, his speeches were dull 
and inanimate, neither sparkling with wit, like 
his conversation; nor abounding in point .and 
repartee, like his writings. 	' 	 • 	• 

As a man, his character was equivocal. 	He 
had yielded, without . compunction, to all the 
passions in succession; and the witcheries of 
women and conviviality, proved ruinous to his 
affairs. 	His fortunes were soon swallowed up . 
by the insatiable cravings of luxury ; while a 
taste for foreign wines, and foreign manners; 
rendered him a dependent on the great, whom he, 
affected to despise, and a suppliant to the crown, 
which it appeared to have been his constant aim 
to offend. 	Such were -his necessities and his 
ambition, even in early life, that he had secretly 

' * Cicero de Oratore.. 
t a Erat perversissimis oculist'--- Is not this to be tertopti 

printing ? 
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solicited a government, as well as an embassy, 
and had afterwards subsisted, in a foreign, coun-
try, on a pension from that very ministry * 
which he appeared to condemn. 

On the other hand, it must. be  allowed; that 
he cheered the death-bed .of Lloyd by means of 
his bounty ; and, after burying Churchill, at his 
own-expense, erected an appropriate monument 
to his memory; thus resembling one of the 
greatest men t of antiquity, both in his virtues 
and his vices.' 	The metropolis in him con-
stantly beheld the champion of popular rights ; 
and such was the unvarying attachment of its in-
habitants, that after obtaining, in quick suc-
cession, the offices of sheriff, alderman, and 
mayor, he, whose principles were those of a pro-
fessed libertine, was entrusted With the morals of 
the city youth, while its treasures were•confned 
to the care of a man of ruined fortunes I 

And yet, it is but justice to observe, notwith-
standing so many sinistrous forebodings, that 
Wilkes conducted himself; as chamberlain, with 
exemplary discretion ; and, afters acquiring in-
dependence, enjoyed the satisfaction of behold-
ing an unjust and degrading sentence expunged 

* The Rockingham administration., 	 . 
•t " Alcibiades, et vitiis, et virtntibus celebris." 

• 
Corn. Nepot. Vit. 
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from 	the records of parliament. 	At length, 
neither unmindful of his adverse fortunes, in tbr-
mer times, nor the source of his present prospe-
rity, he erected an altar to gratitude and the 
city of London, in a beautiful and romantic 
island *, not unworthy of the praise of the poet 
Tibullus ; an edition of whose sonnets, consti-
tuted one of the last labours of his variegated 
life. 

The year 11'98 proved a busy and important 
.one to Mr. Tooke. 	The first part of the " Di- 
versions of Purley" had by this time obtained 
a 	considerable degree of circulatirin 	and ce- 
lebrity. 	Both the subject, and the manner of 
'treating it, possessed witch novelty ; the learned 
-in England, and, 	indeed, throughout Europe, 
had received it favourably, and a high opi- 
nion was entertained of the author. 	A second 
edition was now become necessary, and was in- 
deed called for by the general voice. 	He had 
accordingly collected and arranged his mate-
rials, and every thing being prepared,' be now 
determined to gratify the public and himself. 

This work, which is in quarto, contributed not 
a little to enhanc'e his reputation, and it will be 
1;een hereafter, that it tended greatly to improve 

/. The Isle of Wight. 
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his fortune alSo. 	The volume in question in-. 
eludes, among the additions, the copy of an ori-
ginal letter from 11r. Pitt to the author in 1782; 
and also some bitter allusions to the political 
conduct of Mr. Windham. 

In 1797, an event occurred, that contributed 
not a little to vary the life and gratify the fed- 
ings..of Mr. Tooke. 	This was the introduction 
of sir Francis Burdett, as a constant visitor and 
guest at Wimbledon. 	The baronet then repre- 
sented Boronghbridge in parliament; and, having 
heard_much of the talents and acquirements of the 
philologist, was desirous of his acquaintance. 
An intimacy soon took place, which. at length 
ripened into friendship. 	They not only con-
versed daily, but actually studied together; and 
J have been given to understand, that, during the 
first year or two of their intercourse, several of 
the Latin classics were perused, and many of 
the favourite passages elucidated, explained, and 
commented upon.  

It was soon after this period, also, that I first 

	

, frequented the house of Mr. Horne Tooke. 	To 
that circumstance I am partly indebted to acci- 
dent, and partly to the introduction of a com- 
mon friend, a physician, since 'dead. 	Instead 
of finding 	a man 	equally 	repulsive 	in 	his 
manners and appearance, as some had taught me 

. to expect, I was most agreeably disappointed, at 
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the first interview, to. be received with the po-
liteness of a well-bred gentleman, and enter• 
tamed with all that ease, attention, and hospita-
lity, which an intimate knowledge of the world, 
added to liberal sentiments, can alone confer. 

When I first saw him, he had already passed 
the meridian of life, and his dress, which sa:  
voured of the old school, seemed to add an air.of 
dignity to his conversation. 	His coat, which 
consisted of a dark brown English broad-cloth, 
was calculated for court, as it was destitute of 
the modern appendage of a collar; 	while his 
cuffs were adorned with a large row of steel 
buttons. 	His small clothes, 	exactly corres- 
ponded both in cut and colour; his waistcoat 
Was handsomely tamboured; his stockings were of 
silk ; he wore long ruffles at the wrist; while his 
hair was tied and powdered, in the manlier of 
former times. 	In the midst of conversation, he 
generally recurred to • the contents of a large 
snuff-box, containing.kappee ; 	and I thought 
I 	could perceive 	that 	he managed this, 	in 
such a manner, as to render it serviceable to 
his wit and repartee. 	his house and table de- 
noted great plenty, if not great' opulence, and 
the view towards the lawn, which was termi-
nated by a distant wood, always appeared de-
lightful to me. 

I had then resumed my studies, and was m. 
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deavouring to remedy those defects, in respect 
to education, which, unhappily, I could neither 
attribute to my college nor my instructors. I even 
aspired to become a man of letters. 	An ac- 
quaintance with a person so richly gifted, ap-
peared to me, therefore,  in no small degree de- 
sirable. 	I accordingly courted his acquaintance, 
and was not repulsed. 	I listened to his conver- 
sation, and was instructed ;. I followed his ad- 
vice, and was benefited. 	A. friendship of about 
fifteen years, was never once interrupted by any 
cloud ; and, although I could not always subscribe 
to his political tenets, yet he kindly bore with a 
man, who differed from him in many essential 
particulars. 

   
  



CHAPTER V. 

illOM 1301 TO 1803. 

• 

Mr. Tooke obtains a Seat in the house of Com-
mons— His Speeches there — Ic excluded by 
'let of Parliament.— Account of his' earl) 
Friends. 

IT is a well-known fact, that Mr. Tooke 
- had always been a strenuous advocate for the 

purity of election and a reform in parliament,, 
the latter of which he deemed essentially ne-
cessary to attain for the people that precise de-. 
gree of influence in the house.  of commons, 
which they possessed at the period of the re-
volution. • The " bormigh-mongers" were always 
represented by him 4as a powerful ,and rapa-0  
cious class of men, equally hostile to the king 
and the nation ; and he had twice endeavoured 
to obtain a seat for Westminster, chiefly with a 
view of exposing 	their arts, and 	overturning 
their usurped Tower and authority. 
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Notwithstanding this, it actually so happened, 
in the course of human events, that he himself was 
returned for Old Sarum, a miserable., deserted 
hamlet, the vestiges of which scarcely remain 
at this period. 	• . 	- 	' 

For this singular occurrence, he was indebted 
to the nomination of the late lord Camelford, 
a nobleman, so oddly formed by nature, as io 
unite with a taste for science a most ungovernable 
spirit, in consequence of which he at length 
perished in a duel with a friend. 	Before Ilie 
politician of 'Wimbledon would engage under 
his auspices, 	he determined . to be better ac- 
quainted with 	this nobleman, 	whom he had 
latbly scot, for the first time, through the me- 
dium of a neighbour. 	He accordingly sat up 
three days and three nights with him, ttnd at the 
end of that period consented to become one of his 
members! At the same time he introduced him 
to all hisiriends, among whom were lord Thur-
low, with whom he had renewed his former ac-
quaintance, the earl and countess of Oxford, 
who then visited at Wimbledon, together with 
many, other respectable persons. 	His patron, 
however, always preferred to he alone with 'him, 
and was accustomed to observe, ,that he had 
reaped more instruction, as well as more plea-
sure, from his conversation, than from that of 
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any other person whom he had seen, during 
the whole course of his life. 

As it has been confidently asserted, that lord * 
Camelford's butler and steward, at that period, 
nominated the two members for this borough, 
and Mr. Tooke himself appeared to me to feel 
tenderly on that subject, I have been at some 
pains to ascertain the facts, and am now enabled 
to give the following list of electors on that oc- 
casion :— 	 • 

1. James Burrough, esq. recorder of New Sa-
rum ; 

2. The rev. Thos. Burrough, rector of Man-
ford St. Mary, Dorsetshire; 

3. Mr. Cooper, of Salisbury ; 	• 
4. IL portman, esq. ; 
5. H. P.Wy n dh am, esq. ; and 
6. William Dean, esq.  

Mr. Tooke took the oaths and his seat for Old 
Sarum, on Monday, February 16, 1801. 	Apart-
ments had been previously provided for hint in 
Palace Yard, so that he had but to walk across 
Westminster Hall, and was therefore little in- 
commoded as to distance. 	On this occasion, he 
was saluted .by many old friends, and passed 
through the usual ceremony of shaking hands 
with the speaker. 	This singular incident must 
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have been painful to one, if not both the parties, 
and it is said to have attracted the particular 
notice of the. house myl the gallery:, for but a 
very short space of time had elapsed, since the 
late solicitor-general, 'who now occupied the 
chair, had been obliged to labour officially to 
convict the new member of treason ; and, itea 
speech of several hours' duration, had actually 
endeavoured to subject Mm to all the penalties 
incident to that crime. 	The association of ideas 
at such an unexpected meeting, and in relations 
so different from what they had experienced 
during their former interview, must have been 
poignant. 	But the urbanity of the present lord 
Redesdale, and the courtesy of the representa-
tive for Old Sarum rendered the scene less em-
barrassing, perhaps, than it would otherwise have 
been. 

Mr. Tooke, now in the sixty-fiftli year of his 
hge, had thus suddenly becoMe a member of 
thelegislature; but it was at a time of life, and 
under circumstances not altogether satisfactory; 
for he had always been ambitious to represent 
some populous city, such as Westminster, and 
no one ever felt the force of ridicule on this oc- 
casion more than himself. 	His increasing il 
grniities, too, rendered a constant' attendance 
difficult, if not impossible. 	In addition to this, 
lord Temple, now marquis of Buckingham, 'on 
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the very first clay that he took his scat, expressed 
a doubt as to his eligibility,..and threatened an 
inquiry at no distant peiiod, 

Notwithstanding this, the member for Old 
Sarum took an active part in the debates. 	On 
the third day* of his appearance, he supported the 
late Mr. Sturt in his motion relative to the Ferrol 
expedition, 	on which occasion he conducted 
himself with equal temper and ability. 	" lie 
was astonished," he said, " that ministers should 
'resist an inquiry relative to so gross and pal-
pable a failure, at the very time when the house. 
appeared so ready to sit in judgment on the bo- 
rough of Old Sarum, 	and the representative. 
eligibility of an old priest/." 	He gaily inquired 
' what kind of contagious malady could be Pro-
duced by his sitting among those who were 
pleased to call themselves the commons of Eng- 
land?" 	And asked, in a jocular strain, "whe-
ther a quarantine of more than thirty years was 
not sufficient to guard against the infectiolt of 
his original character?" 

On the discussion of the "Poor Relief Bill," 
originally proposed by the late duke of Bedford, 
he conducted himself not only with the most 
scrupulous . decorum, but also proved, beyond 
-cOntradictiOn, that he waS well acquainted with 

February 19, ISOi. 
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the new theory of ' political economy. 	Instead 
of indulging hi wild speculations, as had been 
predicted, he stren'uousloy declared himself an 
enemy to every departure from established prin-
ciples. " This measure shall not have my appro-
bation," added he, " as it is calculated to create 
two different classes of poor: to wit, paupers re-
ceiving alms)  and paupers released from the ob- 
ligation of paying them. 	I am for increasing 
the price of labour to its due proportion to the 
necessaries of life; and I wish for the working 
classes to receive the full price of their earnings, 
not in the shape of alms, pit of hire." 

A scarcity at this particular period was felt all 
over the kingdom, arid various schemes were 
proposed to alleviate the calamities of a'partial 
famine)  which was ndw thought to be approach- 
ing. 	When the house was occupied on a bill, 
introduced by Mr. Wilberforce, relative to the 
high price of provisions, Mr. Tooke arose after 
that gentleman, and spoke as follows; 

. 	 . 
$ 	 - 	. 	• 

" MR. sPEAKEtt, 
. 	 . 

". I am poorly qualified, and I can be little 
expected to deliver an opinion upon any agri- 
cultural subject. 	In a committee, however, it 
is not necessary to make a studied harangue, 

VOL. H. 	 It 
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• and. I shall now say a few words without fear 
of exposing myself. 
• " It appears to me, sir, that your committees, 
with very good intentions, do a very great deal 
of mischief. 	They want information, they want 
sagacity, they want foresight. 	Had I bad the 
honour to have been a member during the last 
session of parliament, the poisoning, (for I can-
not call it the brown bread bill,) the poisoning 
bill should have had my most strenuous opposi- 
tiOn. 	The first parliament of the United King- 
dom has given a favourable specimen of their 
talents for legislating,, by making the repeal of 
it the first of their acts. 	Under the names of 

_ charity, humanity, and benevolence, it was cal-
culates) to prove the ruin of thousands. 

" All your measures have been of a similar 
stamp; far from producing any benefical effects, 
they are fruitful  sources of mischief. 	Sir, it is 
idle now to think of keeping down the price of 
provisions: yOu cannot keep it down, and your 
aukward attempts will only make it rise the, 
faster. 	Look back to the earliest times, and 
you see it constantly rising, and this cause con- 
tinues to operate with increased force. 	it h • 
4-aiu,•then, to struggle with inevitable necessi ►. 

y 

:You will only heap abuse upon abuse. 	Remo 9 
t'il,c • national debt, repeal the taxes, and.. the 	6 

i

t 
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you may hope to see things at a Moderate price; 
but while you daily add to the amount of these, 
to entertain such a hope is madness. 	By this 
absurd and ineffectual attempt, the public dis- 
tresses are rendered far more severe. 	The true 
friends to their country will allow things to rise. 
in their natural course. 	By thus doing nothing;  
they will do every thing. 	They 	will 	avoid 
a thousand errors; they will save millions of 
lives. 

" Sir, in my humble opinion, however para-
doxical it may appear, you onght to try to raise 
the price of every thing. 	This doctrine seems 
extraordinary, but it may be right for all that; 
and I shall be ever ready to defend it. . 	Not- 
withstanding all that has.been said, I am a great 

„enemy toAnnovation. 	I hate innovation in all 
things, in church, in state, and in agriculture. 
My vital christianitll teaches me to love every 
thing that is established. 	Do I examine the 
attachment I ought to have to any system or 
practice, 	I do not examine its intrinsic me- 
rits, •hut I say tb myself—Is it established?.  
Though a much better might be pointed out 
to me, 	still I think it' ought to be adhered 

/to, and that no rash experiment should be 
hazarded. 

"These are my opinions—these have ever , 
R 2 
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been my opinions. 	I have long been in public 
life; I have spoken • a • good deal, and written 
still more. But let any one examine nry speeches 
and publications with the greatest minuteness, 
and I defy him to show that I ever expressed a 
sentiment contrary to what I now utter. 	Those 
principles, sirs  compel me to disapprove of this 
measure; I-  cannot consent to see the systeM of 
agriculture changed; I cannot conseut to see a 
man obliged to pay a premium against himself. 
It makes little difference whether the people pay 
more for the potatoes, or pay an additional tax 
for a bounty to produce them. But it is idle thus 
to think of lowering the price. 

" If you wish to promote the comfort of the 
poor, raise, as speedily as possible, the price of 
labour. 	It is far too low, and must soon' rise 
in spite of you. 	Though not young, I am not 
very old, and within my recollection the price 
of labour has been trebled. 	Effects will still 
follow causes, and it must soon advance much 
further. . Why then struggle against a tressity 
which no human power can contronl, and no 
human ingenuity elude? 	Where will the storm, 
fall? 	I allow it must at last, fall SOIll 

and I say it must fall upon the public 
A man lends one hundred pounds to 
rent, and gets three pet cent, for it. 
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inartern loaf is at sixpence, he gets one. hundred 
and twenty loaves a-year, but now he gets only 
forty or .filty, and in a short time lie may not 
get twenty. 	Thus, in the course of things, he 	• 
may be altogether ruined. 	The poor will not 
ultimately suffer, for. their wages will be in- 
creased in proportion. 	The landed interest 
Will not sufkr, for their rents will be increased 
in proportion. 	The revenue will not suffer, for 
in the same proportion the ability of the people 
to contribute will be increased. 	The mischief. 
will only fall upon the holders of stock, and as 
they are not a very numerous set of men, it will 
not be difficult to relieve them. 	These stePs 
seem to be taken to prevent the monied interest 
from being alarmed. 	They certainly would be 
less willing to advance their money, but it is 
unfair thus to try to deceive them." 

Mr. Tooke then entered into some calcula-
tions, to show the propriety of raising the sup-
plies within the .year, and the dreadful copse-
quences which must follow from the annual aug- 
mentations made to the national debt. 	He con-
chided by 'apologizing for so long occupying the 
time of the committee, and expressed a hope 
" that his errors might lead some one to the 
Oisrovery Of truth." 

At length, on the Gth of March, 1801, it was 
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ordered, on the motion of earl Temple, " that 
Mr. William Boucher, notary public, and de- 
puty register of the diocese of Old Sarum, do 
attend this house upon 'Tuesday next, with the 
register book of orders celebrated by the right 
reverend father in Cod, John (Thomas) late 
lord bishop of Sarum. 

" Ordered, that Thomas Wilson, clerk of the 
church or chapelry of New Brantford,, in the 
county of Middlesex, do attend this house at 
the same time." 	. 

On the loth .of March, a motion was made, 
and the question being put, that the said Wil- 
liam Boucher be called in and examined; the 
house divided. 	The noes went forth. 

Tellers for the Yeas f Mr. Erskiw : 	: 166  
I Mr. Jones  	f 

s Tellers for the NoeThe earl Temple 1150  
{ Mr. Simeon . 	. f 

So it passed in the negative, 
'Then the main question being put, Mr. Bou- 

cher was called in, and at the bar produced a 
book, and the said book was delivered in at the 
table, and an 	entry therein, purporting that 
John Horne was ordained priest, on the 4  
November, 1760, was read. 'I 

Then Mr. Thomas Wilson, clerk of the 
pr clkapelry of New Brentfiard was called 

,li 
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examined, with respect to the rev. John Horne 
having officiated for several years in the chapel 
at Brentford, as minister in priest's orders. 

Then James Clitheroe, esq., of Brentford, in. 
the county of Middlesex, was called in 'and exa-
mined respecting this matter, and also with re-
spect•to the said John Horne having afterwards 
taken•the name of Tooke. 	 • 

" Ordered, that a select committee be ap-
pointed to examine the Journals of this house for 
precedents." 

And a committee was nominated, consisting , 
of the earl Temple, Mr. chanchellor of the ex- 
Chequer, Mr. solicitor-general, sir Win. Scott, -. 
Mr. Abbot, the master of the rolls, Mr. Simeon, 
sir Wm. Young, Mr. Grey, Mr. Blackburnei  
Mr. Morton Pitt, Mr. Sheridan, &c. &c. 

On Tuesday, March to, lord Temple rose to 
make his promised motion, and, on this occasion, 
loudly professed, that he was actuated solely, in 
this arduous undertaking, by his duty . to the . 
house, his respect 'for its , institutions, and his 
regard for the representation i,if `the 	people. 
He concluded by disclaiming all personal ani- 
mosity against Mr. Tooke, 	whom 	he was 
pleased to designate, by the epithet of 44  the 
reierend gentleman;" and to whose talents and 
arnuirements he paid many compliments, Ilis 
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lordship $rounded all his proceedings on a reso-
lution of the commons, purporting, "that no 
,person, who either is 	or has been in priest's 
orders, or held any office of the church, can 
jiossibly be a member of the house of commons," 
and he proposed to call evidence to prove, that 
Mr. Horne Tooke was precisely in that pre-' 
dicament. 	. 	 . 

Mr. Fox, on this. occasion, forgetting all for-
mer animosities, generously interposed in behalf 
of his quondam antagonist. 	He stated the ha- 

-policy of discussing facts of this kind, and af.  , 
firmed that the noble lord had not made out 
such a case, as to induce the house to enter 
upon evidence. 

Mr. John Horne Tooke then rose, and, ad-
dressing himself to the speaker, proceeded as 
follows : 

" Sir--I rise to resist the motion which you 
lately put from the chair, not that I desire to 
delay the discussion of this question ; my only 
wish is, that the diseussiori 	may be full and 
fair. 	I am as• eager as any one that complete 
information upon the subject may be re •.. • 
and any proper motion, that has this for 
ject, I shall willingly support. 

,‘ Defore I enter on the question, I b 
house to recollect the previous proceed! 
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• 
About three weeks ago, the noble ford gave no-
tice, that, if in the course of fifteen days no pe-
tition was presented to the house, he should 
make a motion' with regard to the representation 
of Old Sarum. — [Some one having called  out, 
‘ No ." lifr. 77, exclaimed,' I w17, ,yes .I ']--This 
was the nature of the notice, and it . is in the. 
memory of the house, that it is precisely as I 
have stated it. 	On the fifteenth and sixteenth 
days, I attended in my place, but nothing what- 
ever was said. 	On the Seventeenth I was ob-
liged to be absent from severe indisposition, and 
when I came down on the eighteenth, I found 
that the noble lord had given notice of a motion 
for the loth of March, respecting the, eligiiii- 
Jay of c the rev. John Horne Tooke,' 

" His lordship came up to me in a very po-
lite manner, anti handsomely told me what he 
had done. 	His conduct, certainly, sir, would 
have been more handsome, if subsequent pro- 
ceedings had' corresponded with this. 	When. 
I asked him what the nature of his promised 
motion would be ? he said that there was  a dif- 
ficulty ahont it, as the lawyers were not agreed, . 
This was the eighteenth day after that on which 
I took my seat, and still the noble lord and his 
advisers remained undetermined ! 	his lord- 

should atebilly, however, assured me, that if I 
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tend in my place next day, I should hear all the 
particulars; and, when I mentioned my illness 
to him, he promised to inform me .by letter.— 
The following day I was able to attend= in per- 
son, but no explauation took place. 	The noble 
lord made a motion for calling Witnesses to the 
bar. 	I told him I would save him the trouble, 
as I frankly confessed that I had been onkincd 
a priest more than forty years ago. 	It was 
declared from the chair that this would not be 
sufficient. 	For forty years I have been in the 
habit of attending to the proceedings of par- 
liament. I have been often present in this house; 
I have 'been called to your bar. 	I have been 
brought to it in the custody of the sedeant at 
arms. 	I must, therefore,' know something of, 
parliamentary forms ; and I do not hesitate to 
declare, that it has always been the practice to re- 
ceive admissions. I ndeed ,what can this house have 
so worthy to be relied upon ? 	It is never so well 
off as habens colfitentemreum. . You cannot ad- 
minister an oath, and must be contented 'with 
simple affirmation: When an unhappy printer 
is brought to be examined, he is asked, whether 
he is guilty of printing the libel laid tohis  
and upon his confession, he is instantl fit_;  
where lie deserves to go.  

fr I believe that fairness and justice cal l'T,i 

 0  
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the house to repel this motion, unless the noble 
lord shall explain more fully bow he intends to 
proceed. 	He has not kept the promise whiclm 
he made me. 	These lawyers, I suspect, have 
advised him to break it. 

"He says be would treat his most intimate ac-
quaintance and dearest friend exactly in the same 
day.' For his own sake, sir, I hope that he would 
not. 	When .he is moved neither by enmity nor 
profit, should he tam per with the lawyers to find 
cut a flaw in other people's titles ?• I formerly 
gave credit to his prOfessions. 	I now withdraw 
it, as it was improperly bestowed. 	I do not say 
that he is my personal enemy. 	I do not be- 
lieve, sir, that I have a personal enemy in the 
world. 	He bears towards me, sir, violent politi- 
cal animosity.—EA erg of ' Order ! order !1], 
I beg pardon, sir, if I am out of order ; I am 
sure I should be sorry to he so ; but it is not 
easy to remain cool after the manlier in which 
the noble lord has talked of my character, my 
politics, my principles, and my past conduct.— 
He desired you to keep these out of view : I de- . 
sire, sir, that they muy all be taken into consi- 
deration ; 	the more they are scrutinized, I shall 
be the, better pleased. , You are bound to con- 
sider these topics before you' come to 	a just 

'conclusion;. and I am at a loss what could be 
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the noble lord's motive for giving you such ad-
vice.. 
• " I apprehend that the lawyers are at the 
bottom of this motion of the noble lord's. 	I 
lnow well the modes which these gentlemen 
pursue.in striving to accomplish their ends. Do 
riot let me be misunderstood, sir. 	I love and 
honour the. profession. 	I had once a -near pros- 
pect of becoping a member of it. 	About five 

• and forty years ago, I believe the very term in 
which 	the ~present chief justice of the king's 
bench entered as a student, I myself was en- 
rolled. 	I reverence the profession of the law- 
yers ; I wish to God I could always approve of 
their practice. 	Their motto, I must say, how- 
ever, is claim an t'irtus. 	About the justice of 
the cause in which they engage, they are not 
over solicitous, nor are they very scrupulous 
about the means they employ to gain their 
ends. They seem here to have wished •to make 
ti, jumble, a bustle, and a scramble; 	and, • by 
throwing every thing into confusion, to get a 
lumping vote. From the practice, I must neces-
sarily infer, that this has been the advice, and 
that these have been the advisers. 	. 

" The result of this discussion is of no gr t  
• consequence to 	me. 	However, I reckon 1 

self bound to 	resist acts of injustice and ( 
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pression, that they may not be drawn into a pre-
cedent.  

" I shall, therefore, state the question, and 
nothing more on my part, I trust:, will be neces- 
sary. 	I shall be able, I hope, to place it in "so 
clear a light, that it will be understood- by any 
country gentleman, or even by any lady, as well 
A the profoundest lawyer. 	If the house is to 
determine whether a person who has once been 
in orders can sit , here, it is their duty, first, to 
consider whether there is any specific law against 
it. 	That this question must be decided in the 
negative, is pretty clear, from the line of con, 
duct which has been pursued  this day. 	To 
what other law are you next to resort ? 	Yon 
surely will not rely implicitly upon the opinions 
of counsel, however highly you may think of 
their knowledge, 	integrity, 	and disinterested— 
ness. 	 , 

" Five questions immediately present them-
selves ; for this grand question is the fruitful 
mother of many more. 	I should be very hap- 
py, sir, if all these five were decided against me, 
for if one of them is decided in my favour, all 
is lost, ipso ficto : down go the contest and the 
Controversy. 	The question is at present so con- 
fused and Perplexed, that all must be puzzled 
with it. 	It puzzled me, sir, for some time ; 
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at last I 	succeeded in reducing it to distinct 
heads. 	We must now have recourse to the ca- 
non law, and, risk,. in the 	first place, whether 
the canon law legally binds the proceedings of 
the house ? I have no intention, whatever; sir, 
to discuss the 	point. I merely wish to show 
what inquiries the house must enter into before 
they come to a determination. 

"-We next examine whether the canon law is 
binding upon the clergy in the profession and 
out of it, in their civil as well as religious capa- 
city? 	In the third place, is the capon law bind- 
ing upon me, who have long ceased to officiate 
as a priest, and have long laid down that sacred 
character ? Two others still remain behind, equal-
ly difficult of solution, and equally necessary to 
be solved. 	Is it possible for any one, who .has 

-once entered into holy orders, again -to become 
one of the laity ? or is it once a captain, 	and 
always a captain. 	I know there are three canons 
on this subject ; one says a clergyman shall not 
bear arms ; another, a clergyman shall not be 
a civil magistrate ; and a third, that a clergy- 
man shall not use himself as a layman. 	Cleri- 
cal representatives of the people wave n t 
tainly been very Common, but we have 	eri 
volunteers, and clerical justices of the 	et 
The .two first canons , are, therefore, key ba , 
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and the last only is relied on. 	It is then to be 
determined, whether a clergyman, by having a 
seat in - the house, does or aloes. pot use him- 
self as a layman. 	I sltid I would not argue 
these points : I throw out these things for the 
consideration: of the learned gentlemen over the 
way, and I wish them fully to consider this state- 
ment. 	I have great faith to put in their opinion. 
Let them, therefore, declare their judgment be- 
fore the house comes to a final decision. 	, 

" Having said so,. I cannot help adverting to 
`some things that fell from the noble lord. It must 
be allowed that he displayed a liberal, generous, 
and elevated spirit. 	At the same time, I hope 
the house will pay little regard to his boasted 
stake in the country. 	I, too, have a stake in 
the country, and. a deep stake ; it is not stolen, 
to be sure, , from, the public hedge, for I planted 
it myself. 	This stake, sir, I would not exchange 

. for all the notes of the 	noble lord, together 
with the notes of all his connexions. 	In this, 
too, I think mine is different from his, and far to 
be preferred 	to 	it ; 	his cannot be increased 
without detracting from the public stock ; mine 
is my character, and I cannot add to it without 
having added to the information, comfort, and 
happiness of time people." 

Lord.Temple having persevered in his inten- 
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tions, witnesses were called to the bar. 	After a 
report had been delivered in, it was moved, 
"That the  speaker do issue a warrant to the 
clerk of the crown, to snake out a new writ for 
the borough of Old Sarum, in the county of 
Wilt+, in the room of the reverendJohn Horne 
Tooke, who is ineligible, being in priest's or- 
ders." 	This was resisted by that gentleman, 
in a short address, of which the following is the 
Eahtance. Mr. Tooke prefaced his speech, by ob-
serving, "that ho had hut two struggles in his life, 
before the present, which were in any shape per- 
smut!. 	The first was, when he' applied for the 
degree of master of arts, 	which, by-the-bye," 
he added, " a great dog Might obtain, if made 
to articulate the words, probo aliter;" and the se-
cond, when a doubting' set of the benchers re-
jected his claim of admission to the bar, with-
out any reference to law or precedent. 

In regard to the present question, how it may 
end he knew not ; but, for the sake of others, 
be was desirous to maintain' his rights; but so 

	

far as he himself was concerned', 	no anxiety 
prevailed on the score Of privileges — for he 
owed no money !" lk then animadverted on the 
unparliamentary conduct of the committee, in 
delegating their delegated pouf  • 
examine old records; the res 

	

. 	_ 
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Was, - that clerk, (an .epithet 	applied in those 
(lays to any person who could read,) signified a 
clergyman. 	He asserted that the committee did 
not even understand the Saxon characters, and 
remarked, that, in quoting 'twenty-one cases,.thq 
had made no less than eleven mistakes. 

He next combated the doctrine, that he could 
not lay gown his function as a priest; which 
doctrine, he thought, must appear futile, when 
it was recollected, that there were many canons 
that dwelt on the deposition of priests. 	" One 
of these states," added be, 	" that if any cler- 
gyman attempted to cast out devils.unlawfully, 
such person.  should 	be deposed. 	Now, for 
example, Mr. speaker, if I had attempted to 
cast the devil out of this - bduse, I must have 
bi.en deposed, and of course been deemed eli- 
gible. 	But, in this case, my only crime is my 
innocence—my only guilt, that of not having 
Scandalized my order. 	1 feel myself, sir, exact- 
ly in the sitnation of the girl who applied for re- 
ception into the Magdalen. 	On being asked 
respecting the particulars of her misfortune, she 
:answered, she was as innocent as the child un-
born: the reply was, " This is a place only for 
the creatures of prostitution, you -must go and 
qualify yourself before you can be admitted." 

After a  few words from Mr. Fox and Mr.: 
voi 	. I. 
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Erskine, in opposition to. the motion, Mi. Ad-
dington, who had just been appointed chancellor 
of the exchequer, most unexpectedly arose, and 
moved the previous question *, which put an end to 
discussion for the present. 	But on the 6th of • 
May, the new premier brought in a bill, " to 
remove all doubts relative to the eligibility of 
persons in holy orders to sit in the commons' 
house of parliament." 	While 'this was under 
discussion before a committee, the member for 
Old Sarum proposed the following..clause: 

" That every person in holy orders, on ac-
cepting a seat in that house, shall thenceforward 
be incapable of taking, holding, or enjoying, 
any living, or ecclesiastical promotion; and fur-
ther, that he be incapable of holding any place 
or office of honour or profit under his majesty." 
This amendment, however, was negatived. 	• 

On May 13, a petition from Edward Rush-
worth, esq., was presented, stating ; "that the pe-
titioner was, twenty-one years ago, ordained a dea-
con, but never exercised that office for above 
two months, and, conSidering that he was int-
thorisea to relinquish that order, he has fur up- 

	

* Tellers for the Noes i The earl Temple 	/ 53  
i 	

Mr: Wm. Wynnn 

Tellers for the Ayes 	Mr. solicitor. eneral 	 43.  
, 	 Mr. iiragve 

i 

   
  



.. 	;4  
1801. 	LIVE OF :JOIN 110R/4E TWEE. '

.1 
 ':.. 	2.59-- 

wards of twenty years given up the same ac-
yOrdingly, and was, in October, 1780, elected a. 
member of the house, for the borough of Yar-
mouth, in the Isle of 'Wight, and took his seat 
for that bOrough; and that the petitioner was 
also, in 178/, elected a member of the house for 
the borough of Newport, when a petition was 
presented against him by John Barrington, esq. 
upon the like point, that the petitioner was in-
eligible as a deacon, and which, being referred 
to a committee, pursuant to law, the said com-
mittee unanimously declared the petitioner duly 
elected; and he accordingly sat in the house as 
member for the said borough, until the parlia- 
ment was dissolved in 1790. 	And the peti-
tioner, considering his right to be elected a mem-.  
her of the house fully ascertained, by the deci-
cision of the committee to whom tie petition 
against him was referred, is greatly alarmed, lest 
the same should be destroyed by the passing of 
the said bill into a law; and therefore praying 
that the same, so far as it affects his right, may 
not receive the sanction of that house." 

The bill, however, passed, and was carried 
up to the _house of lords in the usual manner, 
There it met with but little opposition, except 
from lord Thurlow. 	That nobleman, now in 
the declin 	of life, and fast verging toward* the 

s 2 
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grave, determined, on this occasion, to make up 
for 	his tbriner _enmity 	against 	a 	gentleman,, 
whose talents and genius had at length acquired 
his ,:.teem. 	Ire accordingly rose in his place, 
and strenuously advocated his cause. He hoped, 
that ministers were not actuated, on this occa-
sion, "by personal antipathies ;" and ridiculed the 
idea of "legislating against a single individual:" 
His lordship, at the same time,' contended, tau 
Le must be a man of no common abilities, who 
was thus about to he proscribed by a new and 
extraordinary statute; 	but he hoped, that the 
Louse, which he then addressed, would not give 
its countenance to a proceeding, equally un-
sanctioned by principle. and by precedent. 

Notwithstanding this, 	the bill was carried 
through all its stages, without any further op:  
po:4ition, and, in the course of a few days, re-
ceived the royal assent. 

By that new la*, Mr. Tooke wav,. however, 
permitted to retain his station until the dissolu- 
tion, which ensued soon after. 	Wing then dis- 
franchised and precluded from sitting. in thy, 
house of commons, by an express act of the 
legislature, 	which, 	without naming; was ob- 
viously aimed at the exclusion of him alone, 
be retired once more to a priv 	.1''; 	his, 
was in some masure rendered 
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increasing years and disabilities; by his distaste 
for the situation he bad occupied ; and, above 
all, by his uniform attachthent to a country life. 

Thenceforth, he confined himself almost en-
tirely to his house and his gardens, and,. in the 
peaceful shades of Wimbledon, cultivated litera- 
tpre,and friendship. 	There, too, by his atten- 
tion to rural affairs,' he seemed to soothe the 
approaches, and .assuage the paroxysms of dis-
ease. 	Life, for the first time, perhaps, since his 
childhood, now flowed on in one smootb,•unde-
viating current, varied only by occasional study, 
and the interchange of good offices with his 
neighbours and acquaintance. 	He still, how- 
ever, retained all his faculties unimpaired. 	His 
masculine mind yet continued . to dictate to all 
who.  chose to consult him, and his responses 
were visually received, like those of the oracles 
of old, with implicit deference. 	The habitual • influence exercised over those 	wittl associated 
with him, indicated his custonlary energy;  and 
at once evinced a predominant • genius, 	fitted 
by nature for, command, and accustomed to be 
uniformly obeyed. 

At the genei•al election, he published the fol-
lowing 4dvpitiseinent, 
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TO THE ELECTORS OF WESTMINSTER. 

• , 
a Wimbledon, June 26, 1SO2c 

" GENTLEMEN, 	 . 

cc  It has lately, for the first time, been, 'dis-
covered, that something (I know not what) 'flys-. 
terious, miraculous, and supernatural, was ope- , 
rated upon me nearly half a °Century ago, in this 
protestant country, which has divested me, ,at 
the close of my life, of the common rights of a 
a man and a citizen. 	I am thus prevented, by a 0 
miracle, from keeping my word, and offering to 
you again my services in parlihment. 	'This, 
however, I regret the less, because, from what 
I have seen, I am perfectly satisfied, that (con., 
stituted as that .assembly at present is) nothing 
short of another miracle could possibly enable 
me to remit!? you any service there. 

"At sixty-six, when time and infirmity had al-
ready disqualified me for any considerable exer-
tion, exclusion from that parliament (of which 
Mr. Christopher AtkinSon was at the time an un- 
disputed and welcome member) by an act of . 	• 
the legislature, made upon the spur of the occa, 
sion, against an individual, I accept as a sinT, 
Oar compliment to the persevering ekleavouri 
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of my past life, and, in times like these, *a. 
most honourable conclusion. 	At the same time, 
I acknowledge it to be .an act of mercy in my 
old electioneering comrade, the present chan-
cellor of the exchequer*, who brought in the 
bill; 	for if, instead of this exclusion, he had 
propoSed to hang me immediately in the lobby, 
he, or any other chancellor of the exchequer, 
would have been followed by the same ma-
jority. 

" I return you,4.  gentlemen, my sincere thanks 
for the honourable support you afforded me at 
the two last elections, which, under the circum-
stances, far exceeded my expectations; and for 
the noble support you had prepared for me on 
the present occasion. ' I shall continue, during 
the short remainder of my life, most steadily 
attached to the ancient freedom of my country, 
(as it was practically enjoyed under those honest 
old ,gentlemen, George the First and Second,) 
end your grateful servant, 

" JOHN BORNE TOOKE." 
• 

In the course of the next year, died a gentle-
man, long and intimately acquainted with the 
t.ubject of these memoirs; I shall therefore seize, 

Lord Sidmouth. 
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th 	opportunity to give 	a Short account ,of 
him. 	•  

Mr. William Tooke, bOrn in 1719, was ori-
ginally bred to commerce, and, early in life, fol-
lowed the profitable employment of ,a Blackwell 
Hall factor. 	While busily occupied in this 
situation, he conceived the extraordinary reso-
lution of leaving off business the moment he 
should attain the 'sum of fifty thousand pounds : 
and, what is still more wonderful, he actually 
kept his promise! With this fortune, he became 
a patriot and a private gentleman; took cham-
bers in Serjeanes Inn, and supported Mr.Wilkes 
until the dispute between that gentleman and 
Air. Horne, when he openly adhered to the 
latter, .and published a letter in his favour. 

Being a man of known opulence and respec-
tability, be ivas, generally appointed treasurer 
to all the political societies, of which be was a 
member, 	and 	acted in • this capacity, 	in.  the 
affair of the widow Bigby's appeal, which enabled 
Irian, in1771, to Clear the character of his friend, 
from the aspersions that had been thrown out by 
the partisans of his adversary. 

Having at length determined to invest his 
money in land, he, with part of it, bought the 
gestate of Purley, near Croydon, in Surrey, for-
merly the resideuce of Mr. sea jeant Bradshawl 
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who sat as president of the court that tried 
Charles I. 	With another portion of his fortune, 
he made a joint purchase, in conjunction with 
Mr. alderman Olivet, of a plantation in the 
West Indies, on which there were a great num-
ber of negroes: a circumstance that did not 
escape the pointed ridicule of Mr. Home, who 
expressed his astonishment, "that two such great 
sticklers for liberty, should buy and sell their 
fellow creatures!'.' 	This proVed, however, a 
very profitable Speculation, and as Mr. W.Tooke 
was fond of money, he readily put up with. the 
joke. 

But, notwithstanding his rivetted attachment 
-to the precious metals, his purse was always 
open, whenever any appeal, of a public or na- 
tional import, was made to his generosity. 	So 
strong were his feelings on these occasions, that, 
when a subscription was talked of, he imme-
diately made a voluntary proffer of one, two, or 
three hundred _pounds, 	according to circum- 
stances; but, with a characteristic bias to the 
ruling passion, he soon cooled, and 'at length 
gave but one half of what he had at first men-
tioned: yet this was still a handsome sum, and, 
had he not himself hinted a greater, might have 
been deemed a munificent donation!- 	The vicar 
4;4 Brentford has assured me, that, knowing this 
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failing, he always asked for twice as much as 
was wanted, and was thus sure to succeed to 
the full extent of his wishes. 	Mr. Horne Tooke 
visited frequently at Purley, and resided there 
sometimes for a fortnight. 	His great philolo- 
gical work was called after this place; but not a 
single word of it was ever written there. 	The 
" Diversions of Purley," consisted in riding on 
the Downs in the forenoon, and playing piquet 
in the evening! 

Out of compliment to his friend, however, 
not only did his ElIEA IITEPOENTA assume 
this appellation as a second name, but the host 
was introduced as a third person in the dialogue; 
the author himself, and his old college compa-
nion, Dr. Beadon, bishop of Gloucester, were 
the other two. 	On being: accused, by the latter, 
of partiality to this place, from "political pre-
juclices and enthusiasm," he thus combats the 
charge, and at the same time pays a high catn-
pliment to his entertainer: 

" But are you really forced to go above a 
hundred years back to account for my, attach-
ment to Purley? without considering the many 
strong public and private ties by which I am 
bound to its present possessor, can you find 
nothing in the beautiful prospect from these 
windows? nothing in the entertainment every 
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,one receives in this house?  nothing in the de-
lightful rides and walks we have round it ? no-
thing in the cheerful disposition and easy kind-
ness of its owner, to make a rational man par-
tial to this habitation ?" 

Mr. William Tooke appears to have been a 
shrewd, sensible man; and, although not regu-
larly bred to the law, yet he had great experi-
ence in the profesion ; and, at length, under-
stood the practical part with uncommon preci- 

' sion. On the leading principles, Mr. Home was 
always consulted by him ; and he never under- 
took a suit without asking his advice. 	No fee 
was, however, either offered or expected ; the as-
sistance of his friend being always voluntary and 

. gratuitous. 
It has already been mentioned, in what man-

ner Mr. Horne stopped the ipclosure bill, and 
how he braved the displeasure of,  the house of 
commons on his account, The sequel is worthy 
of notice. 	Near to Purley, was the mansion of 
his old antagonist, Mr. De Grey, brother to the 
attorney-general, sir William De Grey, after-
wards chief justice of the common pleas, a gen-
tleman who claimed certain manerial rights over 
the estate in question. 	Mr. W. Tooke, perceiv- 
ing that the lord, in virtue of certain lands, 
turned in his sheep upon his grounds, at particular 
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seasons of the year, in conformity to a custom then 
deemed immemorial, determined . to dispute the 
pretended right, and succeeded in the contest. 
Soon after this, he exchanged a piece of ground 
with his neighbour, for that which laid claim to 
the disputed privilege ; and, having -obtained the 
writings, he discovered, after a 'laborious re-
search, that the right of turning in ewes, not 
sheep, was vested in the possessor, and actually 
exercised this claim to its utmost extent, to 
the no small mortification of his quondam anta- 
gonist. 	 . 

In the course of a few, years, a fresh dispute 
occurred with the De Grey family, respecting 
certain fishponds. 	On Mr. Horne's being con-
suited, as usual, he gave it as his decided opi-
nion, that the best way of proCe'eding, would be 
to treat this affair in a different manner from 
any of the' former suits : in short, 	to con-
sider it as nuisance, and ' abate it accordingly, 
leaving the onus 'on the plaintiff, to prove his ' 
own right. 	 • 

Mr. Horne Tooke, who was my informant on 
this occasion, added, " that his friend, having 
now arrived at a prudent age, was not fad of 
such desperate councils, he therefore wished.to 
consult a celebrated and eloquent advocate, since 
ennobled. A briefw-.saccordingly transmitted, in 
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which the case was • stated at full length; and. 
Mr. Erskine, in the usual manner, pointed out a 
circuitous process, as affording the wished-for 
prospect of redress " in due course of law." !dot -
withstandingthis, in private and confidential con-
versation with Mr. Horne, he allowed, that force 
would be the more expedient mode, although it 
might not be decorous for him to recommend 
such a proceeding formally, and in writing. 

:Mr. W. Tooke, however, still hesitated, and 
refused to take .any step whatsoever unless his 
friend should transmit a written copy of the 
conversation, drawn up by his own hand, and 
to which his signature should be affixed ! 	The 
latter on this felt his pride alarmed, and refused ; 
on which a great coolnes's ensued for some time. 
This, however, did not last long, for I after-
wards met him at Wimbledon ; and, although 
they joked with one another pretty roughly at din-
tier, yet Mr. W. Tooke, in the course of the same 
evening, observed to me, " that our host was a 
man of great and original talents ;" and con- 
cluded by asking me 	" if I had ever beheld his 
equal ?" 

He seemed to dislike being called, "Old Mr: 
Too.ke," observing, that the other gentleman, 
who constantly made use of this appellation, 
" was only five or six years his junior, and there- 
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fore not entitled to be called young Mr. Tooke.'' 
Indeed our entertainer did not personate the 
character• of an expectant with any degree of 
ability; instead of appearing the heir of Mr. Wil-
liam Tooke, he seemed actually to be his patron, 
and perhaps; by way of showing his independ-
ence, treated bim much more cavalierly than 
any of his guests. 

I have learned, that on some slight misunder- 
standing taking place, the 	man of fortune 
threatened to disinherit the man of letters, and 
told him, he would "send for Mr. Harwood, his 
own nephew, to succeed him !" 	On this, the 
latter, getting up, affirmed, with much solemnity, 
"that he never would 'see his old friend again, if 
the gentleman, of whom he now beard, for the 
first time, was not brought immediately from 
Norfolk." 	This was accordingly done, and they 
lived in great cordiality together for many years, 
having at length agreed to divide that property,, 
of which they were considered as joint-heirs, 
between them. 
• •tut by this time the testator bad become 
to extremely capricious, 	that, 	after 	making 
several wills, he finally left the bulk of his for-
tune to his great-nephew Mr. Beaseley, Zr ho is 
allowed by all parties to have conducted him-
self with great generosity on'this occasion. 
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On the death of Mr. William Tooke, Octo-,  
her 25)  1802)  at Thornton, near Walton, in the 
county of Norfolk, in - the 83d  year tof his 
age, it was discovered that he had left only 
live hundred pounds to Mr. Home Tooke ; the 
mortgage on the house, was, however, cancelled, 
and all bonds and obligations surrendered. 

Colonel Harwood was soon after called on to 
fulfil his former agreement, and he at length 
gave an obligation for the sum of four thousand 
pounds. 	This bOnd, which unfortunately gave 
birth to a tedious, 	and 	expensive Chancery 
suit*, was immediatly invested in the hands of 

* The following ipa note of the proceedings in the Nigh 
Court of Chancery, April 27 and 28, 1801:— 	. 

COLONEL HARWOOD V MR. HORNE TOOKE, AND SIR FRANCIS 

EVERETT, BART. 

Mr. Romilly moved the court far a rule to show cause 
why the defendants should not be restrained by injunction 
from negotiating or paying a certain promissory note for 
40001., from the complainant to the defendant John Horne 
Tooke, and why the defendants, sir Francis Burdett andJohn 
Horne Tooke, should not be restrained from issuing or sus-
taining any process at. law against the complainant, respect-
ing such a note, upon the grmind of its having been surrepr 
titiously obtained. 	The learned counsel stated the allega- 
tions contained in the complainant's bill. 	They were in 
substance 	to this effect: that lieutenant-colonel Harwood. 
the complainant, about the year 1788, became acquainted 
With tJ*  defeudant John Horne Tooke, formerly canal 
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sir Francis Burdett, for the purpose.of p'urchas--; 
ing ad annuity. for Mr. Tooke's family: 

. 	, 	. 	 . 
• , 

John Horne, through the introduction of Willilnk  Tooke, 
,esq., his maternal uncle, lately deceased. 	That John Horne l  
Tooke, esq., had . assumed the name of Tooke in 	1782. 
that William Tooke bequeathed the bulk of his large pro-
perty to the complainant,• his nephew, and the children of 
John. Beaseley, of Norwich, and left the defendant, John Horne 
Tooke, a legacy of five hundred pounds, and remitted a 
mortgage of seven hundred pounds, with fourteen years' in-
terest, secured on his estate at Wimbledon. 

That the complainant entertained a very great regard and 
esteem for the defendant, John Horne Tooke, and frequently 
exerted himself to serve him, &c. 	That, upon the com-. 
plainant's coming into possession of his fortune by his uncle's 
death, he was importuned by John Horne Tooke to grant 
bim en annual allowance in aid of his limited income ; and 
the defendant stated he should be satisfied with having three 
annuities of one hundred pounds each settled open his family : 
the complainant, on this, expressed his readinesS, in conjunc-: 
tion with his nephew, John Beaseley Tooke, to accede to his 
solicitation, 	particularly 	desiring 	that 	no 	communication 
should be made to his nephew upon the subject, without his 
participation; but that the defendant, in violation of his pro-
mise, obtained the grant of an annuity of one hundred pounds 
from J. Beaseley Tooke, with an anticipated payment for one 
years 	The bill farther stated, that about the month of July, 
1803, the defendant, John Horne Tooke, sat for his picture 
to 111r. °pie ; upon which occasion the complainant, for 
whom it was intended, and who was to pay for it, used to 
send his carriage to convey the defendant from Wimbledon 
to the artist's house, in Berners Street. 	The defendant never 
•Identioned any thing farther upon the subject of the annuities• 
till,  the last day of his sitting for his portrait, when,' he en- 
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It ought not to be ()rankled here, that the 
young ladies were also remembered; but only to 

tered the „complainant's breakfast parlour,  and represented 
that he had purchased three annuities of sir Francis Burdett, 
at the sum of three thousand six hundred and sixty-six 
pounds. 	The complainant expressed his inability to pay so 
large a sum of money for the purchase of annuities; obser.,-. 
ing, that he was ready to fulfil his promise, by securing the 
proposed annual allowance upon one of his estates. 	The 
defendant, Horne Tooke, in the most violent agitation, ex-
claimed, " Ili hear no more — my honour is engaged to Mr. 
Coutts, the banker. 	The money was to' have been paid yes- 
terday — to day it mast be paid." 	Then pulling out his 
watch, he added, "Twelve o'clock I appointed him — it is 
now half past, and no doubt he has waited for me." 	He then 
took out of his pocket a stamp, and also another paper, on 
which was written.  the, form of a promissory note for four 
thousand pounds. 	The complitinant was explaining his rea- 
sons why he could not engage to pay, such a sum, when the 
defendant, 	with 	increased 	agitation, 	said, 'F I can he 	no 
reasons— my credit with Mr. Coutts is ruined, if I am not 
now aided by'you." 	'The complainant declared he could do 
nothing without consulting his nephew. 	Upon winch the 
defendant, apparently more agitated, observed, " I am sorry , 
to see you have met with a great misfortune --:when you was 
a poor man, you did for me all.  I now ask of you." 	The 
complainant, urged 	by his earnest entreaties, accordingly 
signed the note, which the defendant immediately took to 
the banker's, and placed to the credit of sir Francis Burdett. 
The bill then stated, that the complainant, discottering that 
the defendant clandestinely, and in dishonour of his word, ob-
tained 

 
an annuity from his nephew, and having also heard 

that there subsisted some money transactions between him 
and sir Francis Burdett, suspected the truth of the defend-
ant's representations; and, upon inquiring at the banking- 

VOlie, H. 	 T 
16-11b. 	 e 
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the amount of one hundred poonds each,being the • 
exact sum Mr. W. Tooke had bequeathed to his 

. 	• 
house of. Messrs. Coutts, discovered, that they had never been. 
concerned in negoeiating any annuities on  account of the 
defendant ;• and that he was not, nor ever ,had. been, under 
any pecuniary engagement with them, nor in• any ways 
pledged regpecting the consideration of any annuity. 	Tho 
complainant conceiving he had been tricked out of the 'iota 
by false representations, and that it was not intended to be• 
applied to the purposes for which it bad been given, wrote a 
letter to the defendant. J. H. Tooke, acquainting him with 
his suspicions, and desiring that'no use might be made of the 
note. 	To this letter the defendant merely Sent• a verbal an- 
swer, toll Ana the complainant to call upon him. 	The corn 
plaivant sent another letter, to which an evasive nnswer was 
returned ; upon which he 'addressed a note to sir Francis 
Burdett, explaining the transaction, 'mnd requesting him, as a 
man of honour and probity, not to take advantage of a note 
extorted from him under such circumstances. 	To this air 
Francis replied, that he could be no judge of any transaction 
between the complainant and Mr. Tooke, and that he iva's 
convinced the latter watt incapable of acting dishonourably—• 
that he had consented to' grant annuities to Mr.'Tooke and 
eaoh of his two daughters; and whether the note was good or 
bad, why it had been, given, or how obtained, he was igno- 
rant of.. 	The bill Went on to state, that the complainant af-
terwardS• met sir Francis in Westminster Ilan, %Oen that 
gentleman, though well known to him, cantiously avoided 
Coming to any explanation. 	Upon this be wrote to sir Francis, 
desiring to know whether he considered him resposible for 
the note, but received no answer. 	The complainant: gave.. 
notice to the banker, that the note had been obtained on un- 
founded representations, and desired it might be 	given up,  
to be cancelled, 	The bill then charged, that the de 	4 'st 
sir Francis, bad impleadtia the complainant, and co i 4, 

   
  



1803. 	• LIFE OF 30IIN HORNE TOOKE. 	' iv- 5 —i 
• 

postillion, although he had held out hopes to miss . 
Charlotte of a considerable provision! 

and confederating with other defendants, pretended the note 
t'vas given as a security for money advanced by sir Francia 
to J. H. Tooke. 	It• further charged, 	that the consent al- 
!edged Al sir Francis to secure annuities to the defendant 
Tooke,s daughters, and to receive the note in payment, was 
the more fraudulent, inasmuch as he had agreed to grant an 
annuity to a large amount to J. II. Tooke personally, the 
purchase money of which was to be raised by voluntary con-
tributions among his friends; and therefore the complainant' 
inferred that the npte for four thousand pounds was obtained 
under false pretencei, and 'to make good the deficiency of 
such subscriptions. 

The answer of the defendant, J. H. T000ke, generally de-
nied the allegations contained in the bill, and stated that he 
had been instrumental in the deceased W. Tooke's sending 
for his nephew, the complainant, to reside with him; that 
they entered into an agreement to. share what the testator 
Wm. Tooke, should leave to either of them; that the testator, 
however,left•the principal part of his property to J. Beaseley. 
Tooke, who agreed to divide it with the complainant: that 
the def4nda1►t, J. II. Tooke, took an active part in this ar-
rangement, for the benefit of the complainant; in considera-
tion of which good offices, annuities of one hundred pounds 
were to be purchased of sir r. Burdett, for the benefit of his 
daughters and their mother. 

After dehying the various charges contained in the hilt, 
the defendant, J. H. Tooke, concluded by asserting that he 
did not know how to strike a balance of favours between per-
sons living in the habits of confidential friendship, and could 
not but consider the complainant much more indebted to him 
than be was to the complainant, without bringing into ac: 
count the injury done by the false awl scandalous suggestions 

T 2 
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On the death of Mr. William Tooke, the sub- 
jeet of this memoir appears to have been the only 

• • 	 . 
of the bill—The answer of sir F. Burdett stated, that the de-
fendant Tooke having paid a note- for four thousand pounds' . 
to his account, he had granted him an annuity or four hun-
dred pounds fur his life, for sixteen hundred pounds, and that 
the residue remained in his bands upon bond, The defendant 
Burdett admitted the letters, and the fact of his not coming 
to any explanation with the complainant, as alledged in the 
bill, but denied that the payment of the note to his account!' 
was fraudulent. 	 I' 

The answer of the other defendants stated, that the note 
had been paid into their house to the credit of. sir Francis; 
that they were strangers to the setreral matters contained in 
the bill, and that they were ready to act with regard to the 
note as the court should direct. 

After pleadings on both side's were heard, the lord chan-
cellor, (Eldon,) in delivering his opinion, said that he had 
heard v%itti regret a proposition from one of The parties to 
make oath of the truth of his allegations; to hare had such 
opposite statements verified by oath would hai'e scandalized. 
the records of the court, for. the bill and answer 	were wholly 
inconsistent with each other; one or the other was evidently 
false. 	Adverting to the agreements made use of respecting 
the division of William Tooke's property, his lordship con-
sidted them not only as extremely indectnt, but fraudulent 
towards the testator, and tending to consequences highly cri- 
minal. 	Supposing the note to have been a voluntary gift*  it 
ivas dear it was given for a special purpose, and was, conse-
quently, not applicable to any other; and, therefore, if the 
note in 	the hands of J. II. Tooke was chargeable with a 
trust to the amount of three thousand six hundred and sixty- 
six pounds, 	it could only be recovered for.the 	-  E tlift  
Cestai gue Trust. 	It was not in his power to 	 c 
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remaining memberof the old English school' of' 
politicians. 	Most, .if not all his, early Mends, 
had . now left the' stage; and he himself was 
surrounded by new men, some of whom were 
young enough to be his grandchildren. 	I seize 
this opportunity, therefdre, of giving a brief 
account of the former, • after the manner of ET 

Lion in an action for the recovery of a note, merely because 
the transaction which led Ito the granting of it was an un-, 
usual one. 	If a man, from *motives of folly or friendship, 
tbnught proper to subscribe hi. 	name to a note, he was 
bound in law, as well as in equity, to discharge it; but it did 
not strike him that the note in questioh was clogged with a 
trust for the benefit of three ladies,. for whom it had .,been in, 
contemplation to purchase annuities. 	Upon the whole of the 
ease, his lordship said, it appeared to him, that in this stage 
of the business; it would not be proper to permit sir Francis 
Burdett -to obtain, by the proie&tion of a suit at law, the 
possession of this money. 	It was not his intention to decide 
now, whether the complainant ought ultimately to pay it, or 
ivhether either of the defendants were entitled to receive it. 
lie was bound to take it for granted• that the note was given 
with a view to its appropriation to some object; and therefore 
it was proper that the money' should be so secured, that the 
court might. have it in its power to direct its application for 
the benefit of those for whom it-was intended. 	Ills lordship 
terminated a very long and elaborate review of this important 
cause, by ordering that an injunction should be issued to re-
strain the action brought by sir Francis for recovery of the 
four thousand pounds. 	And he further directed, that the 
complainant 	should, within 	two months' time, 	bring 	into 
court the v% hole of that sum; and in default of his so doing,. 
that the defendant, sir Francis, shhald be at liberty to prq, 
ceed against the bail. 
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catalogue raisonne; chiefly from hints collected 
from himself.. 	 . 	. 

1. A111. BECKFORD. 
William Beckford, an alderman, and twice 

lord mayor of London, was a West Indian, 
' having been horn in the island of Jamaica, 
where, partly by inbetanee, and partly by pnr - 
chase, . he 	at 	length 	acquired 	an 	immense 

_property. 	Soon after his arrival in England, 
Ile was sent to Westminster school, and appears 
to have been a contempOrary with lord Mans-
field.  

Hai,ing aspired to the city honours early in 
life, he lived long enough to obtain the whole 
of them in successiou. ,and by the splendid man-. 
ner in which his entertainments, while sheriff' 
and chief magistrate, were conducted, he con-
ferred no small degree of credit on the corpo- 
:ration. 	Both as lord mayor and representative 
of the metropolis, he appears to have acquired 
great popularity, by his steady support of the 
first Mr. Pitt's administration, 	as well as by 
joining in the outcry against subsidizing foreign-
ers to fight their own battles, and he continued 
to, retain the affections of the livery of London 
during the whole of a long life. 	, 

Mr. TIorne's acquaintance with AT  
commenced at an early period, and' 
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.for many years in great intimacy together; idem 
s' entire de republica, being on that, as on most 
similar occasions, a bond of union between two . 
liberal and ingenuous minds. The alderman was 
a man of plainoolid understanding, but was not 
accomplished; be, however, possessed good sense 
• enough to recur to the readier talents'cif his friend, 
on several trying•occasions. 	Me (lied during his 
second mayoralty, in 1770,. at the age of sixty-
five, and the grateful citizens have erected a 
statue to his honour, on the ba'se of which is 
inscribed the' celebrated reply composed by Mr. 
Horne. 	 . 	• 

MR. SERJEANT GLYNN, M. P. 	. • 

This gentleman, who was an able and cele-
brated lawyer, • lived in great friendShip with, 
Mr. Horne, and was indebted to him for being 
chosen one of the knights of, the shire for Mid- 
dlesex, without the expenditure 	of a 	single 
shilling. 	He was afterwards, 	on account .of 
his upright conduct, elected recorder'of the city 
of London, and thus sat in parliament for the 
first county, while he acted as the judge and 
legal adviser of the first city in the empire, 
until his death. 

During the disputes betWeen Mr. Home and 
Mr. Wilkes, he bore testimony to the unjust 
accusations adduced against his friend, by tams 
of the following letter: f-- 	. 
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"January 16, 1771. 	. 
" The charge against the rev. Mr. Horne, as 

' " far as it respects my election, is 	false :did 
F` groundless: with regard to the other charges, 
ic my experience of the integrity and 'disinterest- 
" edness of Mr. Horne entitles him to my testi- 
,c mony, if his general character had not made it• 
f` totally unnecessary. 	• . 

" C. 'GLYNN." 

From this moment, Mr. Wilkes became his • 
decided enemy, and he accused him, more than 
once, of having not only betrayed the public 
cause, but falsified his own opinions, on the. 
subject of press-warrants. 

No man of his time understood constitutional 
law better than .the scrjeant, and the county of 
Middlesex never possessed a more distinguished 
representative. He was succeeded by Mr. Byng, . 
the father of the present knight of the shire, 
who, in point of integrity, in no degree degene-
rated from his predecessor; and in the recorder-
ship, by the Mr. serjeant Adair, who, like himself, 
was accounted rather a good lawyer than a great 
orator.  . 	,. 

• 3. MR. ALDERMAN CROSBY , 	• 

was older than Mr. Home, having been b 
pne of the northern counties, in 1725 
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nally bred to the law, he practised for many 
years with success, as an attorney in the city, 
and, in the autumn of 1770, became lord mayor. 
So .strong was the conviction on his mind, that 
'the house of commons ,had exceeded their au-' 
thority, in the case • of the printars, who Were 
citizens, and as such entitled to his protection, 
that be submitted with resignation to an impri-
sonment of several months, While lord mayor, 
on 	their • account. 	And his conduct on that 
occasion not only ensured 'their safety, while it 
endangered his own,. but obtained . for him a vote 
of thanks from the corporation. 	. 

At the close of the seSsion of parliament, on 
the 23d of July,. 1771, the speaker's warrant , 
being no longer of any effect, he was liberated 
from the Tower, -and conducted to.  the Mansion 
House with great triumph. 	On the expiration 
of his mayoralty, the citizens voted Iiim a mag-
nificent silver cup, as a token of esteem. 

So great was the personal intrepidity of this 
magistrate,,the first who bad ever dared to order 
an officer of the commons of England into cus-
tody, 'for executing a warrant of that house, 
that he aspired to the sole merit of the act, and 
Appeared anxious that himself alone should be 
subject to responsibility on this account. 

It is not A little remarkable, too, that he was 
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the first who"called in question the right of the 
crown to execute press-warrants, by a delega-
tion of its power to the lords commissioners of 
the Admiralty; and he actually refuied to grant 
leave for the impressing of seamen in the city, 
during his mayoralty,' although the doctrine 
appeared to have been sanctioned by the con-
curring authorities of such men as Wedderburne, 
Glynn, and Dunning. 

I suspect, that the " Humble Address, Re-
monstrance, and Petition, of the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and, Commons of the City of Lou-
don, in Common'Council assembled," presented 
by him in 177 o, was drawn up, either in whole 
or in part,, by Mr. Horne. 

Mr. Brass Crosby, after acquiring an immense 
fortune, died in 1793. 	 . 

4. MR. SAWBRIDGE, IT P. 

Alderman John Sawbridge, originally edit- 
*clued at Caen, in Normandy, was descended 
from a family long settled at 011antigbe, in the 
county of Kent. 	I have been told, by one of his 
descendants, that their ancestor bad been a di-
rector of the South Sea Company, and that a 
bill of pains and penalties having been brought 
in against him, and his estates sequestered, the me- 
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mory of this harsh measure; which amounteitto a 
sentence, of proscription, being without counten-
ance from, or appeal to the laws, rendered all 
his successors adverse to every thing like arbi- .  
trary power. 	This was uniformly evinced ,by 
the writings of Mrs. Macaulay Graham, as well 
.as by the conduct of her brother alderman Saw . 
bridge. 

That gentleman served the office of sheriff, , 
in 1768, and returned Mr. Wilkes, five' succes-
sive times, knight of the shire, for the county 
of Middlesex, in defiance of a resolution of the . 
house of commons; but he declined to act in 
the case of the printers. 

I am assured, from good authority, that he 
sold an estate for the express purpose. of sup- 
porting the patriot just alluded to, who, 	in 
hiS turn, when he stood as :i candidate for the, 
representation of the city of London, actually 
refused him his vote! 	Notwithstanding this, 
he was more than once elected one of .  its four 
members; and for a long series of years made 
an annual motion for the •repeal of the Septen-
nial Act, in• order to restore triennia parlia- 
ments, 	as .established at the revolution and 
continued through a considerable portion of the 

' reign of George I. . Ik died in 1794, after long 
languishing on a bed of sickness. 	• Ilis son, co- 
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lonel Sawbridge,_ lately represented the city of. 
Canterbury in parliament. 

. 	 • . 	 . 
5. MR. ALDERMAN TOWNSIIEND, 

originally educated at an EngliSh university, 
obtained a considerable fortune with his wife*, 
who was of foreign extraction by the mother's 
side, arid by the friendship of the first marquis 
of Lansdowne, was 	brought' into parliament 
early in life. 	In the dispute which took place 
at the Society of the Bill of Rights, he adhered 
to Mr. Horne, although,his abandonment of Mr. 
-Wilkes could not fail to render him unpopular. 

It was the , opinion 'of this gentleman, that, 
in a country like England, nothing can be ef-
fected bat by combinations of powerful indivi- 
duals. 	In comequence of this, 	although he 
always professed his belief, that the house of 
commons possessed no original jurisdiction, ex-
cept over it own members, ot those persons lat- 

.* 'Phi's lady, by whom he got Brute Castle and a large 
estate, was the daughter of a former lord Coleraine, who left 
a considerable fortune to her. 	But, qs both she and her mo- 
ther were foreigners, having been born in Italy, she could not 
obtain possession, on account of the legal objections raised 
by lord Coleraine's executors. At length, howeier,the first lord 
Holland obtained the grant from the, crown, to which it 'had 
escheated, with a reservation, however, of twenty thousand 
pounds to the heirs at law. 
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tendant on it ; yet he declined to support the . 	.  
printers as a city magistrate

r 
 the moment that 

the Shelburne and Rockingham parties with- 
drew their protection. 	For this he was publicly 
blamed 	by 	Mr. Morris, 	while 	Mr. Wilkes 
seized. that .opportunity 	to 	boast, 	" that he 
would, do his duty, without waiting for the piro-
tection .of any great man!" 

Mr. Townshend lived for many years in great 
intimacy with Mr. Horne, who dedicated his ser- 
mon to him. 	He is said to have, formed the 
plain of a.police bill, for the guardianship of the 
two cities of London and Westminster, the 
leading feature of .which was, that instead of the 
business being effected by a salaried magistracy, 
nominated by the crown, these were to be elected 
by the inhabitant householders. 

This gentleman died early in life, leaving be-
hind him a high character for talents, honour, 
and ability. 

• 
6. MR. OLIVER, M. P. 

Richard Oliver succeeded Mr. Beckford as an 
alderman of, and M. P. for the city of London. 
In conjunction with Mr. NV. Tooke, he pur-
chased an estate in the 'West Indies; which 
turned out ,a very profitable speculation; 	and, 
having resigned his gown in 1784, repaired to 
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America, where he , died two.  or three years 
afterwards. 

This gentleman ditinguished himself greatly, 
by his 	spirited conduct 	in 	the case of the 
printers, for • which he was committed to the 
Tower. 	Mr. Horne, I think, told me, that he 
had been originally bred an attorney; 	that he 
was.a bold and intrepid magistrate, and that no 
one ever discharged his public duties with more 

- uprightness. 
A portrait of the alderman was placed in the 

drawing room at Wimbledon. ' 

7. MR. ROBERT NIORRIS. 

Thiszentleman was a barrister of Lincoln's 
Inn, and, on the institution of the " Society for 
supporting the 	Bill of Bights," 	became 	ho- 
norary secretary... 

When .the .printers were discharged by the 
city magistrates,Mr.Morris appeared gratuitously 
as counsel for Mr. Millar,. the publisher of the 
London Evening Post, and took an active part 
in the whole of that business. 	He afterwards, 
at a public meeting, condemned the royal pro-
clamation issued on that occasion, as illegal, and 
at the same time loudly protested against com-
mitments by.the house of commons, as a 'gross 
usurpation., 
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On the trial of Mr. Woodfall, this gentleman 
made an affidavit, (June 30, 1770;) in which 
he declared, that, in his opinion, the letter from 
Junin.  s to the king was not a libel. 	This called 
forth the animadversions of Mr. justice Aston, 
who observed from the bench, " that he was 
astonished there should be a single man in the 
kingdom, who did not consider it as calculated 
to vilify a, most gracious and virtuous king, 
.to 	alienate 	the minds 	of the 	people 	from 
their sovereign, and to excite insurrection and 
rebellion; and as to the affidavit of that man," 
he added, " who had, though but in a paren-
thesis, put into it, that 'he did not think the 
letter signed Junius to be a libel, he should for 
his' part, pay very little attention to any affidavit 
be should make." 

Mr. Morris replied by means of a pamphlet, 
in which, after animadverting on the indelicate 
conduct of a judge se anxious to vindicate the 
characters of great men; he eximessed his asto-
nishment, " that, while condemning a libeller, he 
should, in the same breath, subject himself to a 
similar imputation." 

This gentleman became for a short time the 
husband of miss Hayford, daughter of lord Bal-
timore, but that lady having left him soon after, 
the marriage contract was declared illegal. 
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During the paper war between Mr. llorne 
and Mr. Wilkes, this gentleman, when appealed 
'CO by the latter, publicly decided in behalf of 
the veracity of the former. 

8. DR. WARNER, 

This gentleman, 	after the usual course of 
studies, at one of our universities, entered into 
holy orders, and became a popular ,preacher at 
Tavistock Chapel. 	He. afterwards repaired to 
France, in the suite of the marquis of Stafford, 
Men our minister at the court of Versailles, and 
being present at the commencement of the revo-
lution, is said to have extinguished all hopes of 
future preferment, by a discourSe delivered in 
the ambassadorial chapel. 	Soon after this, he 
visited Italy, and died a short time after his ar-
rival in England, leaving a handsome fortune to 
a young gentleman nearly related to him. 

.I have been told that he was a very old friend 
lif Mr. Tooke's, who always spoke of Lim with 
great respect. 	Either a print or 	drawing of 
him was hung up in one of the parlours, and he 
appeared to have been a great favourite. 

.. 	When Mr. Tooke advertised his philological 
work, he transmitted him a :very handsome sum 
of money, by way of subscription, and at his 
death left him a large silver cup. 
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The following letter, written about thii period, 
'will convey some idea of Mr. Tooke's attention 
to his servants when in ill health. 	It was ad-
dressed to his physician., Iii-. Pearson. 

‘, Wimbledon, February 8, 1803. 
" MY DEAR DOCTOR, 

" It would be foolish' in me to tell you that I 
tc am obliged to you. 	You know.  that I' ain; 
it  and that I feel it strongly. 	I send you my 
" poor servant. 	If she can be cured, you will 
c, cure her. 	If it should be too tedious to per- 
`f wit her continuance in' the 	hospital long 
a enough for that purpose; I will, whenever 
cr you give me notice, take lodgings for her in 
" the neighbourhood. 

" The cold weather will, I fear, confine me 
" some weeks longer to my house; but I shall 
" take the earliest opportunity to wait upori yoti; 

" Your affectionate 
" Friend and servant, 

" JOHN HORNE TOOKE." 

This letter affords a fair opportunity to state, 
that, to his servants and dependants, Mr. Tooke 
was liberal in no common degree. 	He never 
permitted their followers, indeed, to enter within, 
his gates; but, on the other hand, he  would 

VOL. IL 	 Li 
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occasionally present his domestics with money to 
go to the play; provide a physician and apothe-
cary,when sick; and attend to theirinterests,when 
in health, with a truly paternal concern. To John, 
his head gardener, hegave fifty-two guineas a year, 
in addition to his board and lodging. 	When a 
young man, he permitted him to go once a week 
to visit his wife at Brentford ; but, as he grew 
old, he diminished this indulgence, and would 
only allow him to repair thither once a fort-
night. To coachmen, postillions, and watermen, 
he was very generous, 	when they conducted 
themselves with 	propriety, generally doubling 
the 	amount 	of 	their 	claims, 	and 	always 
terming 	the 	surplus 	c‘ civility money." 	On 
the other hand, no one ever resisted impositions; 
whether great or trifling, with more firmness 
than himself; and indeed, be always considered 
this as a duty due to society from an individual. 

   
  



CHAPTER VI. 

FROM 1803 TO 1804. 

4 Description of the Entertainments of Wimbk-
don—An Account of some of the Company. 

AT this period the health of Mr. Tooke 
seemed to improve, and not content, therefore, 
with occasionally amusing himself in his garden, 
he now resumed his studies with additional 
energy. Many, of his old companions frequently 
visited 	him 	during 	the 	week, 	while 	on. 
Sunday his table was generally thronged with 
guests. 

This may be the proper place, perhaps, to 
mention some particulars relative to the com- 
pany and entertainments at Wimbledon. 	The 
philologist never appears to have deemed him-
self independent, until after his trial at the Old 
Bailey, when, his talents and his innocence be-
coming alike conspicuous, all his friends were 
eager to administer to his wants, and rescue him 

u2 
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from unmerited poverty and distress. 	Indeed, 
it may be fairly said of Mr. Tooke; on this 
occasion, what Jam esI. observed of lord Coke,. 
" That he made the best of a disgrace, and when 
he fell, it was like a cat — always on his feet !" 

MK. TOOKE'S.  COMPANY. 

Whenever Mr. Tooke.wished to have a select 
party,. he *isually allotted some day about the 
middle of the week for this purpose, carefully 
excepting Sunday,. and, at the same time, speci- 
fying his reason. 	On that festival — (for so it 
might well be termed at Wimbledon !) — the 
cook was put in requisition, and all the servants 
were seen with busy faces. 	So early as eleven in 
the morning, some of the guests might be de-
scried crossing the. green in a diagonal direction, 
while others took a more circuitous route along 
the great road, by turning at right angles in the 

. village, and completing the two sides of the pa, 
rallelograrn, with a view of calling at the man-
sion, formerly occupied by the duke of New-
castle, while prime minister,; but then, as now, 
the residence of sir Francis Burdett. 	About 
three, several gentlemen on foot, and on horse-
back, and in carriages, were seen crossing Put-
ney Bridge, and scaling the ascent leading to 
the common. 	For many years a coach and I'  I 
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four, with Mr. Bosville and two or three friends, 
punctually arrived within a few Minittes of two 
o'clock ; and, after paying their respects in the 
parlour, walked about an hour in the fine gardens, 
with which the house was, all but on one side, sur- 
rounded. ' At four, 	the 	dinner 	was 	usually 
served, in the parlour looking on the common; 
and JOHN having, 	with a smiling "holiday 
face," announced the glad tidings, the company 
passed through the hall, the chairs of which 
were crowded with great coats, hats, &c., and 
took their seats without any ceremony, each 
usually placing himself in his proper situation. 
But the courteous host -1--'and no man could, 
when be pleased, display more courtesy — gene-
rally stationed strangers, or men conspicuous for 
either rank or'talents, near to himself, and was • 
particularly attentive to them, both during and 
after the repast. 

The dinner, uniformly consisting of both white 
and broWn meats, was always excellent, because 
it was always substantial. 	To such as 	had 
walked, and found their appetites sharpened by 
the 	keen and 	healthy air of 	the heath, 	it 
proved both refreshing and invigorating in no 
common degree. 	At the top, was to be found 
fish of the best kind and most delicate flavour--
turbott  large soles, or cod, each in its respective 
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season, and all- accompanied with their appro- 
priate sauces. 	This was generally followed by 
a fillet of veal. 	In the centre, was usually to be 
seen a tureen of soup, and, at the bottom, either a 
round of beef, or a sirloin. 	As side dishes, were 
to be found the produce of the garden, in great 
variety, and the highest possible degree of: per-
fection ; while pies and puddings, both excellent 
in respect to composition and flavour, were af- 
terwards 	introduced. 	The host's 	colloquial 
powers were at this period called forth into 
action; and, indeed, although be possessed an 
excellent appetite, and partook freely of almost 
every thing before him, yet be found ample time 
for his " gibes and jokes," which seemed to act 
as so many corroborants ; at once strengthening 
and improving the appetites of his guests. 	4, 

After the cloth had been removed, wines of 
several sorts, but generally Madeira, sherry, and 
port, were introduced. These were accompanied 
by a de,ert, consisting entirely of our native 
fruits ; all of which were cultivated by him with 
great skill, and attained a high flavour and per- 
fection under his auspices. 	In the summer, his 
table 	was 	abundantly supplied with Alpine 
strawberries, Antwerp raspberries, and Dutch cur- 
rants ; 	for he was careful 	in 	his 	choice of 
plants, and anxious to obtain them from those 
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places where they had reached their greatest 
possible perfection. 	Althongh no „glass was em- 
ployed, yet his lofty walls, facing the south- 

' west, presented him with plenty of grapes dur-
ing the autumn. Apples and pears, the charmren-
tel, .jargonel, the chrisan, brown bury, &c. suc-
ceeded in rotation ; and these were so well pre-
served, that, in the spring of the year in which 
he died, some of the best fruits were to be found 
in April, at his house, in great plenty and per-
fection, although they had long before disap-
peared almost every where else. 

To the country gentleman, who was unable to 
discriminate, this convocation resembled a little 
court accustomed to pay an hebdomadal visit to 
a sovereign prince; but there was this difference, 
that all the attentions proceeded from the head 
of the table; for, while few chose to argue 
with, no one I ever yet met with, possessed har-
dihood sufficient to fatter the personage who 
presided in all the majesty of superior talents. 
The mere man of business,. accustomed to the 
daily routine of common affitirs, was astonished 
and even dazzled at the titles of some, and the 
wealth of many of the guests ; while the man of 
the world, after eyeing the groupe before him, 

' could not always refrain from making some sarcas- 
tic remark on the motley assemblage. 	The sneer 
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would have been inexcusable, had the motives 
beep fully known and fairly appreciated ; but 
indeed it might have excited the smile of any 
one to have beheld officers both of the horse and 
foot-guards crowding the table of that "hoary 
:traitor," who had been often their prisoner, and 
whom they had so repeatedly conducted " with 
all the pomp and circumstance of glorious wat;' 
to Newgate, the Old Bailey, and the Tower. 
Here, at times, were to be seen men of rank. 
and mechanics, sitting in social converse; 'per-
sons of ample fortune, and those completely 
ruined by the prosecutions of the attorney.gene- 
ral. 	On one side was to be descried, perhaps, 
Ile learned professor of an university, replete 
vith pre* and Latin, and panting to display 
his learned lore, indignant at being obliged to 
chatter with his neighbour, a member of the 
common council, about city polities. 	Next to 
these would sit a man of letters and at hapker*  
between whom it was difficult to settle the pre-
cise agio of conversation, the one being full of 
the present state of the money market, and the 
other bursting to display his knowledge of all 
books — except those of account alone! 	A little 
further off, a bcronet and a barrister could be 
heard dikussing contested cases, both in the 
Jaw and the constitution ; the stopected atheist 
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'night be here seen, in amicable converse with 
a clergyman of acknowledged 'orthodoxy; while 
the trinitarian and unitarian, leaving difficult 
points to be settled by the controversies of for-
mer times, no longer argued with either the 
fierceness or intolerance of polemics. 	When-
ever a serious dispute occnrred, or a dubious fact 
was started, an appeal was immediately made to 
the president, whose judgment, when serious, 
was always authoritative, and generally final. 
But he generally forbore to offend either party by 
a peremptory decision, unless when it was in-
timately connected with some great point in law, 
religion, or the constitution ; he was frequently 
accustomed to get rid of the argument by means 
of a joke; and was generally so happy in this 
species of appeal, as to elucidate the question 
and set the table in a roar, by the same flash of 
merriment. 

It may be here necessary to point out the 
precise 	cause of the mixed society that ap- 
peared 	on 	Sundays at 	Mr. 	Tooke's 	very 
friendly 	and 	hospitable 	board. 	In the first 
place, having twice appeared as a candidate to 
represent the seat of government in parliament, 
he still considered himself as in some measure 
connected with the city of Westminster; while, 
on the uthq hand, he was visited by several of 
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the inhabitants of London, whose fathers had 
supported him and his cause during the days of 
" Wilkes and Liberty." 	At a latter period of 
his life, those, attached to sir Francis Burdett, 
whatever their rank or condition in life might 
be, were received with open arms. 	Finally, all 
those who had been tried with him, were sure 
to obtain a friendly welcome ; and I well recol-
lect an occurrence, which shall be mentioned 
hereafter, as it made a deep and lasting impres-
sion on my mind.— 

The real truth, perhaps, is, that Mr. Tooke 
did not decline to be surrounded by a circle, who 
appreciated his sufferings and estimated his ta- 
lents. 	Like Cato, at Utica, he might be flattered 
with the faint image of a senate; composed 
of his friends, adherents, and dependents. 	Let 
it 	be 	recollected, also, that 	Mr. Tooke was 
connected with many of his guests in the double 
capacity of a patron and a client ; for, to several 
of these, he was accustomed to give legal advice, 
and, from many, hehimsclf had received assistance 
in a variety of ways. 	Even the poorest and the 
lowest were endeared to him, either by their 
sufferings or their services. 	The fact is, that 
Mr. Tooke was friendly, kind, and beneficent; 
and, although no one could be more peremptory 
or decisive, when the occasion required, yet he 
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would not hurt the feelings of the meanest man 
of his acquaintance, by turning him away from 
his door on a Sunday, to trudge back six long,' 
*miles, exposed to a broiling sun in summer, or 
the snow and sleet of winter, to search for a din-
ner in town., 

Noy ought it to be omitted here, that, on par- 
ticular occasions, 	the patriot of Wimbledon 
was 	accustomed 	to specify a 	certain day in 
the week for the entertainment of select guests. 
Many men of rank, character, and fortune, were 
desirous to mitlgle in his society. 	Some contem- 
plated him as the martyr of a good cause ; 
others, wholly indifferent to his politics, merely 
viewed him as an oppressed individual : all be-
held in him a man richly gifted by nature, and 
amply endowed with whatever learning could fur- 
nish. 	Neither pragmatical nor austere, he could 
be gallant, courtly, and accommodating to fe-
males ; and many distinguished ladies were ac-
customed to express their surprise at the fasci-
nation of his manners and conversation. 

At the same board, already described, but on 
a different day, have sat countesses and women of 
quality; two lords of parliament, one of whom*, 
illustrious for his talents, and memorable for his 

* Lord Thurlow. 
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attachment on a trying and critical occasion to 
his sovereign, had presided with great dignity 
on the woolsack. 	The other f, who, to a mind 
tinctured with science, added qualities of a very 
.opposite tendency, closed a life full of adven- 
tures by an ominous and unhappy death. 	An 
hereditary judge by birth, he is supposed, by 
means of his borough of Old Sarum, to have 
created occasional legislators with the same 
ease that chivalrous knights were dubbed of old 
by the swords of kings ; and, when he made his 
apotheosis, his mantle, which was snatched up 
by a modern Elisha, wonderful to relate ! en-
abled the fortunate possessor to extend his do-
minion, for a series of years, over a large por-
tion of Africa, and rule nations of various com- 
plexions 	and 	discordant 	interests — English, 
Dutch, and Hottentots—by means of his dele-
gated sceptre. 

His Sunday parties were not unfrequently en- 
livened 	by the introduction of extraordinary 
men, or the intervention of interesting anecdotes. 
One day, just as dinner was ready, and when 
all the company were already convoked in the 
drawing room, the name of Mr. Baxter was an-
nounced, who, on account of his being a stranger, 

Loid Catnelford. 
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could not obtain admittance further than the 
ball. The host, with his usual courtesy, ordered 
-that he should be conducted into the apartment, 
in which the guests were then sitting, declaring, 
at the same time,f that he believed there must be 
some mistake, as he was unacquainted with any 
one who bore this name. 	On his entrance, the 
stranger observed; " that he was one of those 
who had the honour of being tried along with 
Mr. Tooke, and that he had now taken the li-
berty to repair to Wimbledon, to pay his re-
spects ,in person. 

44  Ah, my good sir! *I recollect you well 
exclaims the "hoary traitor," " and gentlemen," 
adds he, turning at the same time to the com-
pany, "permit me to introduce a brother sufferer 
to you; he is a little fellow, whom I never saw 
but once before; but he is at the same time a 
hero: for while we were in the bail duck, about 
to be arraigned, and as yet uncertain of our 
fate, he stepped forward to me, and exclaimed : 
' Mr. Tooke, our lives have hitherto been but of 
little service to our country; let us then behave 
like men, and see, if by dying bravely, we cannot 
prove of some service to the commonwealth.' " 
A buzz of approbation immediately circulated 
around, and this gentkman#  who I understand 
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is an engraver, was kept to dinner, and treated 
with the utmost hospitality. 

While every thing in season, and always the 
best of its kind, appeared at Mr. Tooke's fre-
quent and plenteous entertainments, not a single 
article of silver was to be seen on the sideboard, 
at the dinner, or even at the tea-table. 	The 
repast was ,always served in earthenware or 
china; but the spoons, &c. were of pewter. 
This originated in an accident. 	The' house at 
Wimbledon 	was 	broken 	into 	a few years 
since, and it is not a little remarkable that the 
thieves, instead of forcing a door or window, 
as is usual on similar occasions, actually entered 
through the roof. 	During this very singular 
and unexpected visit, they packed up and actu- 
ally got 	clear off with 	the greater part of 
the plate; and it so happened, notwithstanding 
the most diligent search, that the various ar-
ticles thus lost were never afterwards discovered, 
or the robbers detected. 

On the very next morning, Mr. Tooke. being 
of opinion, that " bees followed the honey," 
repaired to London with all the silver that re- 
mained, which be carefully deposited at 	his 
banker's; and as a fine tankard had escaped the 
plunder, it was immediately transferred to one 
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of lady Oxford's brothers, who had been pro- 
mised the reversion of it. 	From that day, no 
article of silver was kept at or seen in his house; 
and this circumstance gave rise to a very huli- 
crous occurrence. 	A lady, of title and fashion, 
in the neighbourhood, being about to give a 
great entertainment, and hearing much of Mr. 
Tooke's dinners, sent a civil note to him, re-
questing the loan of his plate for a single day; 
obierving, at the same time, that, dependingon his 
politeness, she had sent her butler and a couple of 
footmen on purpose to fetch it. They accordingly 
entered the hall with great ceremony, bringing 
trays, &c. along with them, for the more easy 
conveyance of their charge. 	After the :most 
solemn promises on their part, to • be careful of 
his property, and return it as soon as possible, 
a green cloth was confided to their charge, 
which they were to carry home without disturb-
ing the contents; and, on its being opened care-
fully, in their lady's presence, as had been de-
sired, the whole consisted of a few dozen of 
spoons, which did not contain a single ounce of 
the precious metals! 

Such was the reputation 	attached to Mr. 
Tooke's dinner 	parties, 	at this 	period, that 
several eagerly solicited the honour of his ac-
quaintance, and no one, perhaps, ever departed 
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from his house ungratified, when properly in- 
troduced to him! 	All whom I have ever con- 
versed with, agree as to the fascinations of his 
society, the pleasures' of his table, and the gra-
tification arising from the converse of his con- 
vivial hours, 	I seize this opportunity to trans- 
cribe a note from him, written after his own peJ.' 
culiar manner: 	it is. addressed' in reply • to a 
member of parliament, who wished to introduce 
Mr. Throgmorton, a brother of the baronet of 
that name, at Wimbledon. 	. 

H TO ROBERT KNIGHT, ESQ. M. P. 

" GROSVENOR SQUARE, LONDON. 

cc MY DEAR SIR,  
" You retain your old custom of conferring 

" favours as if you were receiving tbabn. 	It is 
" impossible not to be 

" Your faithful servant, 
" J. HORNE TOOKE." 

" Wimbledon, July 8, 1803." 

I shall conclude thisehapter,bygiving a short ac-
count of such of Mr.Tooke's friends and acquaint-
ance, towards the latter part of his life, as have' 
not been already noticed, and I' have arranged 
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theM, as before, ' somewhat after the manner of 
a catalogue raisonni. 	As it is my intention, 
moot scrupulously to avoid every thing either 
indelicate or offensive, I trust that I shall not give 
umbrage to any one gentleman on the present 
occasion. 

1. LORD ERSKINE. 

This nobleman, isyho resembles the Roman 
orator Ilortensius in many points of view, like 
him, was both a soldier and a lawyer. 	" Eratin 
verborum splendore elegans, eompositione aptus, 
facultate copiosus : nec prfetermittebat fere (plc-
(pain quod crat in causa —vox canora et suavis." 
He made a voluntary proffer of his professional 
services, I believe, to Mr. Tooke, who, at the 
conclusion of his trial, gave a_public testimony 
of 	his 	approbation 	in open 	court; 	arc: 	at 
the private dinner given )early on the anniver-
sary of the acquittal, even after he had become 
lord chancellor, this nobleman was accustomed 
to attend as usual. 

While Mr. Erskine, he used sometimes to 
•visit at Wimbledon, and, one day,  as be was 
talking in the garden with the company, eN- 
Iti bite(' an instance of his agility, by springing 
over the ha ha, to talk with Mr. Pitt and some 
of the ministers, who happened to be walking in 

VOL. IL 	 X 

   
  



306 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	1803. 

the adjoining grounds of Mr.Dundas,afterWards 
lord Melville.  

IIis good offices, as a barrister, were always 
remembered with equal gratitude and respect ; 
nor did his able coadjutor, sir Vicary Gibbs, 
escape from 	the grateful recollection of his 
client. 

2. SIR FRANCIS BURDETT, BART. 

first's  became acquainted with Mr. Tooke 	in 
1797, by means of colonel Maxwell and Nr. 
Ferguson. 

Towards this gentleman the politician of 
Wimbledon always exhibited a marked regard, 
an unvarying attention, and the most tender 
solicitude. 	He was zealous for his welfare, and 
seemed to participate in his growing fame and 
popularity. 	If report be true, soon after their 
first acquaintance, be endeavoured to form his 
mind to public business, and acted the saute 
part by hint; that Socrates bad done by Alci-
biades. 
_ The subject of this •memoir seemed to cherish 

for him, indeed;all the affection of a fond father 
for a darling son; and is said to have been occa-
sionally as jealous of his regard as if he had ac-
tually been a beloved mistress. He was afraid, • 
of all things, lest he should get into the bands 
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of the . whigs; and when he heard, on the first 
contest for Middlesex, that the late duke of 
Bedford had subscribed a thousand 'pounds to-
wards the expenses of the election, and had gone 
down 'to Brentford, Mr. Tooke immediately set 
off for the hustings, 	in ,express opposition to 
his original intentions. 

That it was his aim to render sir Francis ser-
viceable to the commonwealth, and that his 
views 	respecting 	him were pure and iMsin- 
terested, will be readily believed, by such only 
as have shared his confidence, studied his cha-
racter, or were acquainted with his ruling pas- 
sion. 	Whatever may be the event, his good in-
tentions can never be called in question by his 
friends ; and I have always thought, that the 
celebrated epistle from Plutarch to his disciple . 
Tinian, might, with a very trifling alteration, 
be deemed appropriate in this place: 

" If you make honour and patriotism the 
rules of your conduct, and the end of your ac-
tions, every thing will proceed in harmony and 
order. 	I have explained to you the spirit of 
those laws and that constitution, that were es-
tablished by our ancestors, and you have nothing 
to do, but endeavour to carry them into exe-
cution. 

" Should this be the eases  I shall possess the 
x2 
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glory of having formed a statesman to virtue; 
but, if otherwise, let this letter testify that you 
did not endanger the empire, under pretence of 
my counsels or authority." 	, 

Sir Francis was in the constant habit of re-
pairing to Mr. Tooke*, during many years, and 
their daily intercourse was not a little facilitated 
by the proximity of their houses, which hap-
peued to be only a few hundred yards distant 
fro* each other. 	At the Sunday dhmers, he 
was generally placed on the right hand of his 
host; and on other occasions, took his seat any 
where, without ceremony. 	He always appeared 
to me, to be modest, unassuming, and rather 
taciturn. 	As to his political tenets, i shall not 
say any thing, either in commendation or dis-
praise, the public being already in full posses-
sion oT his opinions, on all the great topics that 
have lately occurred. 

3. MR. BOSVII.I.E. 

This gentleman is descended from. a soldier 
of fortune, who repaired to this country with 
_William 1; and most certainly carved out for 
,himself a 	very comfortable provision in the 
northern parts of the island, as his own share 
in 	the 	general 	distribution. 	Several 	of the 
sante name and family are settled in Normandy 
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at this day, 	and the appellation itself is ob-• 
viously a 210111111C de terse, 	implying the pos- 
session of a village, surrounJed by moods. 

During thc civil wars, the English branch 
were commonwealth men,' and, of . course, took 
part with the long parliament against the king. 
One of them comthanded a regiment, and, when 
praying came into fashion among the troops, 
like sir Harry Vane, he resolved to pray too. 
Perceiving that the puritanical ministers began 
to possess great influence, he at length became a 
candidate forthat office, and, prevailing on his own 
battalion to elect him, he from that moment 
governed and taught his men, in the double ca-
pacity of coloriel and chaplain. 

ii Mr. Bosville, after leaving Harrow, early in 
life obtained a commission 	in the Guards *, 
an& on his regiment being ordered to Ame-
rica, embarked and served with it during that 
war, which ended in the independence of the 
colonies. 	.On his return, he repaired to l'rance 
and Italy; and afterwards accompanied his friend, 
colonel Hawke, 	son of admiral lord.  Hawke, 
on a short visit to the coast of Africa. 	While 
travelling in the dominions of the emperor of 
Alorocco, they fell in with an English rentgado, 
to whom the colonel 	observed, 	" that if he  

* In 1760. 
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would tell him the arguments which bad in- 
&iced him to turn Mahomedan, he would fol-
low his example, provided they were good and 
convincing." To this, the other frankly replied, 
" I cannot aisign my reasons, but the truth is, 
I am not a Christian !" 	To another he said, 
" if your emperor were to leave oft frying in oil, 
and impaling alive, this would he a fine country 
to live in!" "A Moor-man," rejoined the other, 
" does not dread the rope like an European, 
and if his majesty were to leave off fr3 ing in oil, 
and impaling 	alive, 	neither I 	nor any holiest 
man would choose to live here!" 

If I mistake not, (for I write from memory,) 
these two gentlemen joined in the suite of an 
English embassy which was sent to complimket 
the emperor on his accession to the throne. 	The 
dragoman, on reading the letter of congratulation 
to-this dread sovereign, made a pause of about 
three 4ninntes at 	the end of every sentence, 
during which his imperial majesty repeated a 
few words in a solemn tone of voice; and he 
had no sooner ended, than the gentlemen of the 
embassy, following the example of the inter-
preter, made a low bow and returned thanks. 

A midshipman,who had accompanied the mis- 
sion , from Gibraltar, 	and was then present, 
began to entertain some suspicions of the nature 
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of the seeming compliment, on the part of this 
august personage, and having a good memory, 
and being an excellent mimic, determined, a few 
days after, 'to try its effect on a boat's crew of 
Moors. 	But he had no sooner carried his 
resolution into effect, than they immediately 
drew their daggers, and would have killed him 
on'the spot, had he not been rescued froM their 
fury. 	On an explanation taking place, it was dis- 
covered that the identical expressions for which 
the gentlemen of the embassy bad returned thanks 
by the most respectful obeisance, when dulytrans-
lated into English, was strictly tantamount to 
the following salutation, which is the most exe-
crable, that can eithertbe uttered or received on 
the part of a Mahotnedan, vh'. " You are all 
sminer 

Mr. Bosville, k understand, never attained a 
higher rank than that of a lieutenant in the 
Guards, which is equal to a captain in the line; 
but the courtesy of the public has of late years 
assigned to him the brevet of a colonel, by which 
appellation be is more generally designated, even 
by his friends, than any other. 	 , 

He was accustomed to dine with Mr. Tooke 
every Sunday, during the spring and antrum, 
for • a great number of years, and was always 
mentioned by the latter in the highest terms of 
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esteem and regard *. 	His manners are gentle, 
his conduct uniformly polite, and his natural 
disposition appears to be at once generous and 
obliging. 	 . 

I understand this gentleman, while in town, 
keeps open table for his friends, whom he treats 
with the utmost liberality. 	I trust I may be • 

- permitted to praise those dinners in which. I have 
never participated, and to commend the bounty 
of that man, with whom I am totally uncon- 
nected either by friendship or politics. 	I, have 
indulged thus far, 	merely because a French 
emigrant lately abused him in print, on account 
of his supposed disloyalty, while an English 
writer has asserted " that his very slumbers are 
disturbed with treasons." 	Instead ,of punis4hing 
such libels, he contents himself with exclaiming: 
" I hope these gentlemen are in good credit 
with their printers, for the world will think me 
of no consequence the moment they leave off 
abpsing me!" 

Part of a letter has been lately transmitted to 
, 

* " Bosville and I have einered into a strict engagement 
to belong for ever to the established government, to the es- 
tablished church, and 	to the established language of our 
country: because they are established. 	Establish what you 
please: DO but establish ; and whilst that establishment shall 
last, we shall be perfectly convinced of its propriety."--.0i. 
versions of Purley, part ii, p. 490. 
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me, written by Mr. Tooke, and addressed to 
Mr. Bosville, the remainder of which cannot 
now be found. 	I insert it in this place, because 
it evinces the high regard entertained by the 
subject of this memoir for the gentleman in 
question. 	, 

" DEAR HOSVILLE, 	• 
"I havehad all mylife, and still have at the end 

" of it, many very dear, deserving, and now 
" long continued friends; amongst whom, no 
cc one has shown me more important and inl- 
et' earned affection and friendship than yourself, . 	.  
cc or has a better title to a disclosure from me, 
" on every subject, of what I know, which is 
" fit for me to tell. 

" Yes. 	I have seen the ridiculous and in-. 
" famous paper to which you allude, I will tell 
c• you ALL that I KNOW concerning it; a PART 

" of what I have HEARD; and a PART of what 
" I believe and THINK. 

" It is very disagreeable and difficult to re- 
" count plainly a statement of long past parti- 
" culars, which, at the time of their passing, welt 
$‘ apparently trifling and indifferent. 	However, 
,‘ I must try. 

"‘ In the year 1798, I caused to be printed 
" the second volume of the Diversions of Purley, 

   
  



314 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	1803. • 

" and, during that time, I attended almost every 
" day' at the printers, to correct the press; and 
" there, upon. his own affairs, I, usually met , 
" 	friend Mr. William 	whom, 	that my 	 , 	at 
" time, I much esteemed. 

" Sir 	 this time 	his fa- --L-• was at 	with 
" mily at some distant watering place; .and

knowing that I went ,every day to town, he 
" desired me, in one ,*of his letters, to speak to 
" Mr. 	to transfer, 	to Mr: Coutts --- 	 either 
" 	to 	 Mr. 	had,by or 	me, the money which 
it 	's direction 	in the American sir 	 placed 
" funds. 	I met 	. 	. •. 	. 	." 

To this letter no date is affixed; it, appears to 
have been torn out of a book, and was never, 
as I have reason to think, 'conveyed according 
to its intended address. 	Notwithstanding the 
subject alluded to in the latter part of it has 
engaged the public attention, and has even been 
agitated in a court of justice, I'have omitted the 
names, and would have suppressed the whole,, 
had it contained any thing that could have 
*ounded either the feelings or the honour of 
any of the parties alluded to. 
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4. MR. PORSON 

is well known as professor of Greek at the uni- 
versity of Cambridge, 	and editor of several 
learned works, to which he added many elaborate 
notes and emendations. 	I. have witnessed both 
the acumen of this gentleman's remarks, and 
the wonderful felicity of his memory, with asto- 
nishment. 	On observing to him, one evening, 
after he began to open upon us, that he had been 
wonderfully shy before and during dinner, he 
archly replied, " that Addison had never been 
himself, until after the second bottle." 

I was told by Mr. Tooke, that he one day called 
on him at Wimbledon, and was detained to din- 
ner. 	Some expressions of .a disagreeable nature 
ate said to have occurred at table, and the pro-
fessor, at last, actually threatened both to kick 
and to cif his host. 	On this the philolo- 
gist, after exhibiting his own brawny chest, 
sinewy arms, and muscular legs, to the best pos-
sible advantage, endeavoured to evince the pru-
dence of deciding the question as to strength, by 
recurring to a different species of combat. 	Ac- 
cordingly, setting aside the port and sherry, then 
before them, he ordered a couple of quarts of 
brandy; and, by the time the second bottle was 
half emptied, the Greek fell vanquished under 
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the table. 	On this, the victor, at this new spe- 
cies of Olympic game, taking hold of his anta-
gonist's limbs in succession, exclaimed : " This 
is the foot that was to have kicked, and the hand 
that was to have cuffed me !" and then drinking 
one glass more, to the speedy recovery of hA 
prostrate adversary, ordered, " that great care 
should be taken of Mr. professor Porson ;" 'after 
which he withdrew to the adjacent apartment, 
in which tea and Coffee had been prepared, with 
the same seeming calmness as if nothing had 
occurred. 

I should not have mentioned this scene, but 
that it is well known to all Mr. Tooke's friends, 
and almost to every one, who ever, visited at 
Wimbledon. 	I have forborne to enumerate the 
particulars, as narrated to me by two gentlemey, 
who happened to he present, for I consider the 
whoie scene as indecorous, and unworthy of two 
of the most accomplished scholars of this or any 
other age. 

5. GILBERT WRKEFIELD, 

who, 'according to the testimony of Dr. Parr, 
" united the simplicity of a child with the forti-
tude of a martyr," is mentioned here as an in-
tended cooperator with the author of " the Di- 

" versions of Purley," in a great philologiCal work, 
the produce of their joint labours. 	But death 
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suddenly snatched 	Mr. Wakefield from the 
world, about eleven years before Mr. Tooke, and. 
thus prevented a rare union of talents, learning, 
and research.  

. 	. 6. MR. PULL 

-was the second son of a taylor in Perth ; he was 
sent, early in life, as I have been told, to the uni-
versity of St. Andrew's, whence he repaired to 
Edinburgh,•and WAS placed with a writer to the 
sighet.' The law, perhaps, having nothing con-
genial in it to his disposition, which seemed gay, 
lively, and mercurial, at the age of eighteen he 
repaired to India, on board a ship then com-
manded by the present admiral sir Home Pop- 
ham ; 	and proving fortunate in his specula-
tions, was soon enabled to remit sufficient to re-
pay the expenses of his equipment : he also is 
reported to have settled a small annuity on his 
mother. 

After residing a few years abroad, he revisited 
the place of his 'nativity, and conducted himself, 
while there, with great liberality. 	In 1802, he 
repaired once more to the East, settled at Luck-
now, as a merchant; and, having established a 
very extensive traffic, he entered 	into par•tner- 
ship with a gentleman who is at this present 
moment a member of the British parliament. 
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At that period he appears to have attained 
both opulence and respect ; and he himself in-
formed me, at Wimbledon, that, being ambitions 
to entertain a nobleman, who had repaired to 
India in search of science, and with whose fa-
ther (the earl of Alontnorris) he had some ac-
quaintance, he sent palanquins and bearers, for 
lord Valentia, all the way down to Calcutta, 
and, after entertaining him, during six months, 
he returned, in his company, by the way of the 
Ganges, to the seat of government. 
. Having had some disputes with the governor-
general; he repaired to England, chiefly with a 
view of impeaching his conduct, and being aware 
of the necessity of a seat in parliament for that 
purpose, he employed the usual means 'recurred 
to by strangers. 	 . 

This gentleman is said to have become ac-
quainted with sir Francis Burdett, in 1805, at 
the house of Mr. Cobbett, and, by his means, was 
introduced to, and at first well received at Wim-
bledon, where he generally dined every Sunday. 
He appears to have been high nettled, for he had 
fought no less than three duels ; one with a gen-
tleman in India, to wipe away the reproach cast 
on him relative to his birth. 

The ridicule, however, attendant on this cir-
cumstance, not only lost him his election for 
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Westminster, but contributed greatly to his sub-
sequent misfortunes; and he, who had once op-
posed a treasurer * of the navy with considera-
ble effect, and wanted but a few votes to be re-
turned a representative for the seat of govern-
ment, at length perished miserably, without a 
friend to help, or a single gentleman to coun-
tenance him. 

7. DR. GEDDES 	 • 
was a Roman Catholic priest, born on the banks 
of the Spey, educated at the village of Fo-
chabbers, and afterwards sent to France and 
Italy to complete hii-studies. 

I happened to be present at a dinner party, 
whgre Mr. Tooke and Dr. Geddes were both 
guests, and met,  as I believe, for the first time. 
As they were men of acknowledged erudition, 
and each fond of argument, it Was expected by 
all that a battle royal would ensue, and, indeed, 
before the cloth bad been removed, a few cannon 
shot fired at each other, front the opposite sides 
of the table, seemed to serve as a signal for the 
approaching 	conflict. 	Nor 	were 	we 	disap- 
pointed, for, in a short time, they both became so 
eager for action, that, as with great monarclo 

Right hon. Richard B. Sheridan. 
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in a similar predicament, the original causa belli 
signified but little: a pretext only was wanting. 
The dispute at length commenced, relative to 
the origin of government by kings, and, on this ' 
occasion, as when the heroes of honour engaged 
of old, the warfare on the part of inferior com- 
batants was instantly suspended : 	a death-like 
silence ensued ; it seemed to be the duel between 
Achilles and Hector. 

Mr. Tooke maintained, that princes were•ori-
ginally the hands of society, being employed 
merely to fight for theth. 	Dr...Geddes asserted, 
that they were the heads, and obtained the name • 
from being accustomed to think for them. 	On 
this, both parties recurred to definition, and the 
meaning of . the terms 	icing, konig, 	roi,*  re, 
Piaci-m.9g, were enumerated, examined, and tor-
tured by each, to the elucidation and support of .  
his own opinion. 

History was next recurred to. Mr. Tooke in-
krred, from its unvarying testimony, that, in 
the early ages of society, kings were selected 
merely for the purpose of leading their respective 
ti ibex to battle; and that this practice uniformly 
prevailed among the northern nations, as might 
be learned from the great philosophical historian, 

Ito whom we were so much indebted for the de- 
hciiption of their manners: 	Even after the in- 
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troduction of hereditary succession, that prac-
tice, however 'excellent, was generally set 'aside, 
when the king happened to be very young, 'and .. 
consequently unable to become the hand of the 
community, the.  uncle being in that case pre-
ferred, as he was more able to wield the spear 
and combat for the common interest. 

Dr:C.eddes, on the contrary, contended; that, 
as wisdom rather than strength, constituted the 
essential quality of a sovereign, this was the pri- 
mitive cause of selection. 	He; too, referred to 
Tacitu.s, and quoted the iii tinny passage, 

“ Reps 	 duccs ex virtute sumunt".-- ex nobilitate, 	 . 	. 

on purpose to show, that kings were selected 
from the chief  families, who were supposed to 
possess the most knowledge ; whereas the leaders 
in war were chosen from the inferior considera- 
tion of eirtus,valour, or personal bravery. 	At 
a latter period, too, when society became more re-
fined, and the whole community did not, as before, 
engage in war, the king also was the head, and 
not the hand, as it is wisdom rather than valour 
that is required, because command is generally 
delegated ; whereas the first magistrate, who 
but seldom goes to battle in person, is fthirdr, 
required to think for the common interest, and 
to be .the head rather than the hand. 

VOL. II. 	 Y 

   
  



322 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TODKE4 	1803. 

Here Mr. Tooke interposed,. with a view to 
observe, that the question now raised, related 
solely to the original meaning of the word king, 
and that it was fair to interpret its signification 
by going back to the structure of society at an 
early period, when the office was first instituted ; 
but, irrational in the extreme, to recur to the 
manners and customs of the present age for 
elucidation, when- an entire alteration had taken 
place in the forms of society ; he, however, 
begged leave to observe, that wisdom, as well as 
valour, were now both delegated alike; for, if 
kingS did not go out to battle, as formerly, they 
also ceased to decide in person on disputed pro-,  
perty ; and that judges and magistrates, of all 
kinds, who might be said to represent the head, 
were as frequently appointed as generals, who 
constituted the hands of the state. 

He then, in a very able manner, recapitulated 
and examined the reasons which had been urged 
on both sides, and in a summary, seasoned with 
wit and good humour, insisted on the truth of his 
former' poiition. 

The doctor; who sometimes proved to the full 
as irascible as his antagonist was temperate, 
happily, on this occasion, displayed great good 
nature, and heartily joined in tlje hilarity that 
uucceeded. 	it was a subject, on which to adopt r 
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the pacific language of sir Roger de Coverley, 
iC much might be said on both sides." Most men 
will be inclined to consider it as a mixed question; ' 
for, in the earliest times, and among the rudest 
tribes, both judgment and strength were neces-
sarily required, and an union of both the head 
and haml had even then become essentially re-
qui'itc. 

8. MR. PANNE. 

. This once-celebrated writer, was for some , 
time a frequent guest at Wimbledon; but never 
a favourite there. 	Mr. Tooke was accustomed 
to sneer both at his poetry and prose. 	Once, in 
my company, the philologist repeated a distich, 
replete with the bathos, which I ant exceedingly 
sorry to have forgotten, as it had been recited 
to him by the author, who deemed it his master- 

' piece. 
His principles never accorded with those of 

Mr. Tooke ; for the latter possessed high no-
tions of the aristocracy of learning, and con-
ceived but a low opinion of those whom he was 
accustomed to denominate " ignorant men ; far 
better calculated to pull -down,  than build up 
governments I" 

I have been told by many, who were present 
at more than one controversy, that when, Paine 

Y 2 
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presumed to engage with him, it was the com-
bat.of a dwarf with a giant. 

Mr. Tooke objected to many of the doctrines 
laid down by that once-famous reformer ; and, 
in 1793, observed iu open court, during his trial, 
" that we had-a glorious constitution ; and we 
still have a constitution," added he, " in the 
books. But some honest and well-meaning' men, 
who know nothing of the constitution in the 
books, and who judge only from the present 
practice, and from what they see, deny that we 
have any constitution." 

9. THE HON. GENERAL MURRAY. 

This gentleman was a near relation of the , 
duke of Athol, and kept up an uninterrupted 
friendship and correspondence with Mr. Tooke 
during many years. 	His conduct appears to 
have been extremely literal; for, not content' 
with a series of good offices, during his life, he 
left him a considerable legacy at his decease. 
The philosopher of Wimbledon .always men-
tioned his name with an uncommon degree of 
respect. 

10. MAJOR JANIES. 

This  gentleman is.  the author of a Military 
Dictionary, one of the first professional and 
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scientific books * on• this subject in our lan- 
guage. 	He was accustomed to dine frequently 
at the house. of Mr. Tooke, and was one of 
those invited to his burial. 

By having been educved on the continent, be 
converses in the French language with great flu-
ency, and 'distinguished himself in early life by 
his poetical effusions. 	He was always mentioned 
with great respect by his host, who considered 
him as a private friend, totally unconnected by 
any political relations whatsoever. 

11. GENERAL ARARIN. 

I never met this gentleman at Wimbledon ; 
but I have been told,. that be had occasionally 
visited there, and a very good portrait of him . 
was placed in the back parlour. 

12. MR. WILLIAM AND MR. IIOBBES SCOTT, 

were, at one period, accustomed to repair almost 
daily to Mr. Tooke's. 	A. painting of the latter 
of these gentlemen was placed in the parlour, 
and part of the garden actually converted into 
a hop ground, out of compliment . to him. 	A 

* The author of " The Diversions of Purley," composed 
the article " Infantry," &c., expressly for this work. 
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coloured 	print 	of their 	sister, the countess 
of Oxford, hung for some years over the chim-
ney-piece. 

13. THE HON. GEORGE HANGER. 

A whimsical caricature of this gentleman was 
suspended in, the same apartment, along with 
many others, of Mr. Tooke, Mr. Paull, sir Fran-
cis Burdett, &c. 

Mr. Tooke always spoke of this officer with 
great personal regard ; and often observed, in 
my hearing, " that he was more than once in-
debted to him for his preservation during the 
first Westminster election, as he frequently pre-
vented the Irish chairmen, in the interest of Mr. 
Fox, from putting him to death!" 

This gentleman, I understand, has visited 
more than once at Wimbledon, 

14. MR. TIMOTHY BROWN 	, 

frequently rode over on a Sunday from his house 
at East Peckham, near Camberwell, on purpose 
to dine at Wimbledon. 	It was by this gentle- 
man's means that Mr. Tooke renewed his ac-
quaintance with lord Thurlow, having seen him, 
after a lapse of many years, at his residence. 
Mr. Tooke must have entertained a.  high Opi-
nion of the character and integrity of Mr. 
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Brown, as the latter .was his banker for Tapp 
years. 

15. SIR HUMPIII1Y DAVY. 

While the powers and reputation of this gen-
tleman were not as yet fully developed, Mr. 
Tooke had formed a high idea of his abilities, 
and became anxious to see him. 	lie was ac- 
cordingly gratified in this particular by Dr. 
Pearson, who carried him down to Wimbledon, 
and introduced him there. 	After this interview, 
Mr. Tooke's respect was greatly increased ; and 
he was' so desirous to possess his bust, Ault he 
actually engaged Mr. Chantry, the statuary, to 
model one for him. 

16. GEORGE PEARSON, M. D. 

This was the physician of Mr. Tooke for many 
years, and visited him frequently also in the cha- 
racter of a friend. 	The philosopher of Wim- 
bledon had conceived a high notion of the me-
dical science of this gentleman ; and 1 ,have 
often heard him observe, " that he was perfectly 
satisfied as to his skill, and wished to live 116 
longer than he gave him permission !"  

17. MR. CL1kE.  
Of the wofessional talents of this gentleman 
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it is unnecessary to say any thing, for be•has at-
tainod too high a degree of eminence to profit 
by my feeble praise. 	It may not be altogether 
unnecessary, however, to observe, that Mr. Tooke 
set a high value on his good sense and dis- 
cretion ; for he earnestly 	recommended 	his 
daughters to apply to him in all cases of diffi-
culty. 

It was at his house in Lincoln's Inn Square, 
that the anniversary of Mr. Tookes acquittal 
was celebrated for many years by a dinner. 

17. MR. CLIFFORD. 
This gentleman was the second son of a respect-

able Boman catholic family in the county of 
Stafford.. 	He was educated at Liege, bred to, 
and had for some time practised at the bar. 

When only twenty-one years of age, be wrote 
a pamphlet, insisting on the right of the English 
catholics to nominate their bishops, which I 
have heard the late Dr. Geddes mention with 
applause. 

Mr. Tooke, who professed a great personal 
respect for Mr. Clifford; and entertained a high 
opinion of his abilities;once told me, " that he 
had got agquainted with this gentleman,.in con-
sequence of a disagreement ; that Mr. Cliffcyrd, 
who would allow no one to abuse him but litia. 
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Self, had afterwards fought a duel on his ac-
count, &c."  

The subject of this article was accustomed, 
to visit frequently at Wimbledon, and at all 
seasons in the year, except when on circuit. 

17. COUNT ALVISE P. ZENOBIO, 

the representative of a noble Venetian family, 
has resided during many years in England. 	his 
uncle commanded the fleet of the republic, and 
'be 	inherited a large 	patrimony 	from 	him. 
I have been told by Mr. Tooke, that, having 
determined from his youth, to avoid those splen-
did, but expensive offices, by which the policy 
of. the State Inquisition, was accustomed to di- 
minish the fortunes 	of opulent families, 	he 
,had retired 	to England ; 	the constitution 	of ' 
which, had ever been the subject of his warmest 
admiration. 

This nobleman was frequently at Wimbledon ; 
I met him there in the spring of 1808, when I 
learned, that, during a late visit to Portugal, he 
had been seized, and iminisoncd.in a dnnzeon, 
whence he was sent to the coast of Africa, in 
consequence of the ridiculous terrov:s• of a weak 
And suspicious government. 	To the kiculuess 
of the English consul at 'Tangiers, the late Mr. 
Alagra, he professed himself greatly indebted ; 
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but he observed, that, on, the whole, he had been 
much better treated by the Infidels than the 
Christians. 

On repairing' to France, he was soon after 
sent,  out of that country, also ; and' oil this he 
travelled into Germany, where he was received 
with 	great hospitality by the late duke 	of 
Brunswick, at whose court he resided until a 
short time before the fatal battle of Jena, and 
returned once more to Great Britain in Hof: 
While on the continent, he appears to have cor-
responded with Mr. Tooke ; who by his means 
was enabled to obtain information, on which he 
seemed to rely greatly, while treating of foreign 
affairs at his own table. 	4 

Since this period, some of the possessions of 
Count Zenobio have been sequestered and spolia-
ted by the orders of Bonaparte, for whose ven-
geance nothing appears either too great, or too 
small. 	Al  ring the last three or four years, he 
bad declined visiting Mr. Tooke, and he himself 
assigned very powerful, and at the same time, 
very honourable reasons for his conduct. 

0  21. MR. JOEL BARLOW, 

is the author of the " Columbiad," &c. and was 
lately minister plenipotentiary from the United 
States of America to the emperor Napoleon. 
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Mr. Tooke saw this gentleman for the first time; 
soon after the publication of his work, addressed 
to the " Privileged Orders." 	He conceived 
a good opinion of his talents ; •and it was chief-
ly ky his means, that Mr. Barlow .was provided 
with an introduction to•France, •as has been al-
ready mentioned in another part of this work. 
It is well-known that this circumstance proved 
highly advantageous, for he was noticed by 
Gregoire, 	the constitutional bishop of Blois ; 
and, through his means, sent on a mission to 

, Italy. 	 • 
He afterwards returned to Paris, and remain-

ed during' the most stormy period of the revoltt-, 
tion, not without danger, but I believe without 
restraint. During Mr. Pitt's second administra-
tion, Mr. Barlow was permitted to repair to this 
country, through the intervention of his friend, 
Mr. Fulton, of whose talents and inventions 
the premier entertained a high 'opinion ; hence 
be went back to America, purchased an. es-
tate in the neighbourhood of Washington, and 
proposed to found seminaries of education at 
his own expense : but he was in a short time 
selected by the executiee,of his native country, f 
to repair to the court of the French emperor .  
in a high diplomatic station. 
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" 	23. MR. KNIGHT, M. P. 
This gentleman has sat more than once in 

parliament; 	possesses 	a 	considerable 	landed 
estate, and has served the office of high she-
riff, &c. of his county. 

. 	He did not become 	acquainted 	with ,Mr. 
Tooke, of whose talents, urbanity, and good hu- 
'mom. I have heard him speak with high enco-
miums, until the year 1792. 

Mr. Knights  seems to be a gentleman of po- 
lished manners and amiable temper. 	At a pe- 
riod when Mr'•. Tooke's situation was far from 
being comfortable, he, along with a few others, 
interposed, in a most liberal and friendly man-
ner, to rescue him from impending distress ; .and 
I have heard the latter mention his kindness, 
with all the emotions of heartfelt gratitude. 

24. MR. CROWE, 
PeRLIC ORATOR OP THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD, &C. 

I met this gentleman twice at Wimbledon, 
where Mr. Tooke seemed to pay him great re- 
spect. 	He never talked ou political subjects, 
but seemed much addicted to horticulture. 	He 
accordingly spent a considerable portion of the 
time in visiting and contemplating the garAns, 
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25. SIR JAMES MACKINTOSH 

was educated chiefly at Edinburgh, and intended 
originally for the profession of medicine, with ' 
which view he repaired to, and studied for Rune 
time on the contineut. 	On his retail' to Eng- 
land, the bar presented a far more congenial ca- 
reer to his talents. 	While a student at Lin- 
coin's Inn, he entered the lists with the author 
of the " 	nblitne and Beautiful ;" and, by,means 
bf his Vindicim Gallicx, realised the high opi-
nion that had been formed of his talents. 

First the adversary, 	then 	the 	friend, 	and 
finally, if I mistake not, almost the convert of 
Mr. Burke ; he was 	at the same time, intro- 
duced Up, and lived in habits of familiarity with 
Mr. Fox, and the most distinguished members 
of the opposition of that day. 	He afterwards 
'added greatly to his reputation, first by his lec-
tures in Lincoln's Inn Hall ; • and finally, by his 
defence of Peltier. 	Soon after this, he obtained 
the reeordership of Bombay, and has lately re-
turned to his native country, after distinguish-
ing hiMself, no less by the ability of his deci-
sions, than by the mildness and liberality of his 
conduct, as a judge in the East. 

This gentleman was accustdmed, at one pe-
riod, to visit pretty frequently at Witobledon. 
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Mr. Tooke entertained a high opinion of his 
talents for aagun►ent ; and it was no small praise 
froin such a good judge, " that he was a very 
formidable adversary across a table." 

I hope that the health of this gentleman will 
enable him to complete the great work in which 
he is now engaged. 

   
  



CHAPTER VII. 

F ROM 1804 TO 1809. 

Conversations at Wimbledon.—The Author pub-
lishes a new Volume of his Work on Langu4,e. 
— An Anecdote. 	. 	

1 

IT has been already mentioned, that I had 
hecome'acquainted.  with Mr. Tooke some time 
before this period; but it was not until now 
that I visited occasionally at his house. 	Who- 
ever has frequented Wimbledon, and been ac-
customed to meet Mr. Tooke frequently in com-
pany, will readily allow;  that no man in the 
present 	times, 	ever 	exhibited 	greater 	collo- 
quial powers. 	Prepared for either field, he ap- 
peared equally able to break a lance amidst the 
war (of political argument, br to give a critical 
disquisition on the powers and extent of the' 
human intellect. 	In addition td this, he pos- 
sessed a certain degree of wit and vivacity dif-
ficult to be communicated through the medium 

   
  



336 	LITE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	1804, 

of language ; and which, when attempted to be 
committed to paper, seems to evaporate in the 
very act of transfusion.  

I am not ridiculous enough to think, that I can 
satisfy either his friends or his enemies in respect 
to these particulars, and shall, therefore, content 
myself with an endeavour occasionally to convey a 
feeble idea of his sentiments, opinions, and re- 
marks. 	I am well aware, that in abler hands a 
subject of this kind might have proved still more 
interesting than the "table talk" of Seldcn, or 
even 	the " symphosiacs" of the philosopher 
of Cherontea. 	On looking over my papers, I 
find that I first began to take minutes of what 
occurred, during my interviews with Mr. Tooke, 
about eight years ago. 	I also perfectly recollect 
my mentioning this circumstance to himself, 
which, with his usual good sense and politeness, 
he considered to be a compliment to his under- 
standing. 	The notes are here transcribed.and 
inserted, with little or no alteration, either as to 
the facts or language, from the original docu-
ments. 

..........,e_ 

I visited Wimbledon, on Saturday May 11, 
1804, when our host exhibited many proofs of 
his usual blirewdness. 	After animadverting on 
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" the present scramble for place and power *," he  
sarcastically added, " that it was equally execra-
ble and absurd in a ruined nation." 

The conVersation then turned on the situation 
of America. 	'He had Seen, knew, and respected .  
Mr. Jefferson, who was a great man. 	Ills coun• 

. trynten in general were of a very inferior cast ; 
'a prodigious number of pigmies, and but few 
giants among them. 	Extraordinary talents had 
neither occurred, nor were to he expected, per-, 
haps, in that quarter of the globe : a man who 
knew but little, thought himself an extraordi-
nary character there, and was actually so, when 
compared with the common herd. 

Mr. ----, 	had held a high 	both who 	 situation 
in that and in this country, was a poor and mean 
creature ; he knew him perfectly. 	Mr. Barlow 
bad been in 'England for some tune, and yet had 

, not called upOn hint t 	Mr. Tooke was rather 
surprised, for he had consented to the address. 
from the Constitutional Society, merely for the 
.purpose'of getting him accredited to France, he, 
having privately assured Mr. Tooke, that he was 
exceedingly anxious to repair thither.  
'• He added, that he had seen the abbe Gregoire, 

* Mr. Addington, now lord Sidmouth, was then preparing 
to retire, end was soon after succeeded by Mr. Pitt. , 	.. 
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(bishop of Blois,) during 	 e short peace, that 
clergyman having ,called on and dined with him 
at Wimbledon. 	The conversation now turned 
on other subjects. 	' 

In 1805, 1805, appeared Part II, of BMA IITE- 
POENTA, or the Diversions of Purley, in one 
volume, 4to. 	It is dedicated to . his jury and 
counsel ; and sir Francis Burdett 'and himself 
are the 'only two persons introduced in the dia.-.  
I ogne. , . 

Chap. i. treats of the "Rights of Man." 	In- 
stead of this expression being " preparatory to 
some desolating doctrine," it is here maintained, 
" that a claim of rights by their people, so far 
from being treason or sedition, is the strongest 
avowal they can make of their subjection ; and 
that nothing can more evidently show the na- 

. tu- ral disposition of mankind to rational obedi-
ence, than their invariable use of this word 
RIGHT, and their perpetual application of it to 
all which they desire, and to every thing which 
they dee*ta excellent."  

We are soon after informed, that RIGHT IS HO 

. other than RECT-Ufll, (reE,!itunz,) the pas1 parti-
ciple of the Latin verb regere : whence, in Ita-
lictn; comes, RITTO ; and. from &rig-ere, MITT°, 
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DRITTO ; and hence the Trench have their an-
deritDROICT and thir modern DROIT. 

JUST, we are told, is the past participle of the 
verbjubere; DECREE, EDICT, STATUTE, INSTITUTE, 

MANDATE, PRECEPT, fire 	all 	past participles. 
I.Aly, in our ancient books, written laugh, lagh, 
!age, and ley, is merely the past tense, and past 
participle of a Gothic and Anglo Saxon verb, and 
means something laid down — as a rule of coin-
dlict. 'Thus, when a man demands his RIGHT, 
he asks only that which it is ordered he shall 
have. 

It is deemed highly improper to say, that 
God has a RIGHT; as it is also to say, that God. 
is JUST. 	These expressions are inapplicable to 
the Deity ; " they are applicable only to men, 
whO are, by nature the subjects of orders and 
co.nmands, and whose chief merit is obedience." 
' The author also maintains, "that atting may 

be at the 'same time both RIGHT and WRONG, as 
well as RIGHT and LEFT. 	It may be commanded 
to be done, .and commanded not to be done. 
The law, i. e. that which is laid down, may be 
different by. different authorities. 	I have been • 
always most obedient when most taxed with dis- 
obedience : but •ihy , RIGHT HAND 	is 	not the 
RIGHT HAND of Melinda. 	The RIGHT I revere)  
is not the RIGHT adored by sycophants; the/us 

2 2, 
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vagum, the capricious co mmand of princes or mi- 
nisters. 	I follow the LAW of God (which is laid 
down by him for the rule of my conduct) when. I 
follow the LAWS. of human nature; which, with-
out any human testimony, we know must pro-
ceed from God ; and upon these are founded the. 
RIGHTS of man, or what is or'der'ed for man. 	I 
revere the constitution and constitutional LAWS 

of England ; because they are in conformity 
with the LAWS of God awl nature ; and upon 
these are founded the rational RIGHTS of En-
glishmen." 

Chap.. ii, iii, iv,' and v, are dedicated to the 
consideration of " abstraction ;" Which we are 
told, should rather be termed subaudition. 	It 
is here •stated, " that the ridicule which Dr. 
Coneyers Middleton has justly bestowed upon 
the papists for their absurd coinage of saints„ is • 
equally applicable to ourselves and to all other 
metaphysicians, 	whose 	moral 	duties, 	moral 
causes, and moral qualities, 'are not less ridicu-
lously coined and imposed upon their followers. 
Fate, destiny, luck, lot, chance, &c., as well as 
JUST, RIGHT, and WRONG, are all merely parti-
ciples poetically embodied and substantiated by 
those who use them. 	So CHURCH, for instance, 
(dominicum, aliquid) is an adjective, and for-
merly a most wicked one, 'whose Misinterpreta- 
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tion caused more slaughter and pillage of man- 
kind than all the other Cheats .together." 	• 

The author new • continues his etymological 
career, and tells hii readers, that ANGEL, SAINT, 

'SPIRIT, 	are the past participles of ans7Asty, 
sanciri, spirate ; that. the Italian cucolo, a Cue-
kow, give us the verb to circa, which is pro-• 
peAy pronounced without the D by the common 
people ;. that an EPISTLE, an APOSTLE,' and. a 
PORE, come 	frog 	ort6-757k7o, curod-rs7atoi and 
*sip): 	ODD is • the participle owed, ow'd ; this . 
relates to pairing, and means without a fellow, un-: 
matched, one owed to make up a couple. 	ITEAb 
is heaved, heav'd, the past partiCiple of the verb 
to heave—meaning that part which is beav'd, 
Taised, or lifted up above the rest. 	WILD, 

willed,wiltd, (or self-willed,) is in opposition to 
those who are taxed or subdued. 	LOUD is the 
past participle of the verb TO LOW, and was for-
merly and more properly written LOWD. FIELD; 
-formerly written fold, is the past participle of 
the verb TO FELL. 	FIELD-land is Opposed to 

wood-land, and means land where the trees have 
been. filled. 	Coward is .the past intrticiple of 
the verb to cower : • ' 	• 	 • 

• . . 	 , 

fE covealso and quaking at a conqu'ror's sword." 
Dryden's Absalom and Ackitophel: 

   
  



342 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	1865. 

. The clear understanding of words used ill 
discourse, is next insisted upon ; for without 
this, we 	" gabble 4e things most brutish." . 
" But the importance rises higher," we are told, 
cc when we reflect upon the application of words ; 	• 
to metaphysics ; and when I say metaphysics," 
adds, he; " you will be pleased to remember, that 
all general reasoning, all politics, •law, morality, 
and divinity, • are merely metaphysics." 	. 	. 	. 

DOTARD iS supposed to be DODER'D (i. 'e. be.. 
fooled.) 	DOTEREL is its diminutive. 

" Doterel catching (except treacherously shed- 
ding the blood of his most virtuous subjects) 
was 	the 	.favourite diversion 	of Charles the 

, Second." 	WICKED, we are told, is WITCHED, . 
(cx for cn,) and the word witch, is 'as appli- 

. cable to men as women. 	Guilt is gulled or be,  
gaited. 	 . 	. 

Chaps. vi, vii, and viii, treat of adjectives and 
participles. 	"An adjectiVe is defined to be Abe 
name of a thing, which is directed to be joined 
to some other name of a thing." It is asserted, on 
the authority of Jonathan Edwards, D. D. 
pastor of the church, in Newhaven, North Ame-
rica, that, the AILTHHEKANEEW Indians, . " have 
no adjectives in all their language." 	

, 

So great is the convenience and importance 
of ..that 	useful 	abbreviation, 	the 	particiide, 
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. that, in addition to the two in our own language,. • 
our writers have borrowed from other languages, 
and incorporated them with our own, four more 
participles of equal value.. Our author wishes it . 
to be called a verb adjective; and be adds, that ' 
the moods and tenses themselves 	are  merely 
abbreviationf. 	In respect to abbreviations adopt7  
eel from other languages, the potential passive 
adjective is that which our ancient writers first 
•adopted. 	The words admissible, affable, ineffa-
ble, inaceessible, '&c. &c. could not be trans-
lated into English, by our early authors, but by 
a periphrasis ; they therefore took the words 
themselves as they found them, and their fre; 
quent repetition has at length naturalized them ' 
amonosb  us.  

,The words shapeable, sizeable, companionable, 
personable,changeable,accustomable,mereiable,be-
hoveabk, which disgrace the writings ofsome of our 
best authors, are termed monsters in' our language. 

. 	The words LEGEND, REVEREND, DIVIDEND, 

'PREBEND, MEMORANDUM, are all adopted from the • 
Latin. "The first of these, LEGEND, which means, 
, that ,which ought to be read —Is, from the.  
early misapplication of the term by importers, , . 	• 
now' used by us, as if it meant — that which 	. 
ought to be laughed at." " How so9n REVEREND 

..-..- i. e. which ought .to be revered 	will be irt' 
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the same condition, 	though now with great 
propriety applied to our judges and our clergy, 
I pretend not to determine. 	It will depend 
upon themselves. But if ever a time shall arrive, 
when, through abject ,servility and greediness-, 
they become distinguished as the principal in- 
struments 	of. pillage' and 	oppression ; 	it is 
not the mitre and the coif, nor the cant of 
either of them, that will prevent REVEREND 

from becoming, like LEGEND, a term of the ut- . 
most repro eh and contempt." 

Recurring once more to abbreviations, we are ' 
told that a short, close, and compact method 
of speech,' answers the purpose of a map upon 
a reduced scale: it assists greatly the comprehen-
sion of our understanding; and, in general reason-. 
ing,frequently enables us, at one glance, to take in 
very numerous and important relations and con-
elusions, which would otherwise totally escape us.. 

The author concludes thus : " We will, leave 
off here for the present. 	It ilitrue, that my even- r 
ing is now 'come, and the night fast approaching; 
yet if .we shall have a tolerably lengthened twi-
light, we mAy still perhaps find time enough for 
a 	further conversation.  on this subject : 	and • 
finally, (if the times will bear it,) to apply tlii's 
sV.,tein of language to all the different 'systems 
of metaphysical (i. e. verbal) imposture r 
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Dr. Lowth, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Malone, 
together with Dr. JohnsOn, are all treated with 
bat little respect in this volume ; but on the 
other hand Mr. Cline, Mr. Haslem, Mr. Steevens, 
'and Major James, are mentioned in a very flat- 
tering manner. 	 . . 
. Partly on account of some of the political opi- 

nions introduced, andpartly from the critical state 
of the times, the printer was very shy of affixing 
his name. 	in consequence of his extremdbpre- 
.caution, several 	blanks were inevitably 	and 
reluctantly left in the text. 	The  omissions, 
however, are of a far less alarniing manner than 
has been supposed, and their .places may now 'be 

' supplied, without any danger of prosecution.* 

* To enable every one to correct his own copy of the ' 
edition 	in 	1805, of vol. ii. I here subjoin, from an .printed 
exact transcript, that now lies before me, all omissions what- 
soever, which may be inserted in the blanks, with a pen. 	• 
page 141, ist line from the top, add—shameful persecution, 

and a most unconstitutional, illegal, and cruel 
ventence destroyed- 

114 line from the top, add — reward rather than 
punishment — 

16th and 17 th lines from the top, add —but fo'r 
the invention 'of new taxes and new penalties, 
for spies and informers : 

1Sils and 	19th lines from the top, add—in this 
our present state of siege-7  

Oth line from the top, add — neither taxes, nor 
f,enaltieg, nor spies — 	 _ 
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So anxious was the author during the pro- 
cess of printing, that, instead of obtaining tie 

Page 141, Sth line from Me bottom, add — in a state of siege — 
7 th line from the bottom, add — obstinate system of 

despotism and corruption — 
6th line from the bottom, add — Ireland — 	• 
5th line from the bottom ,add — all lost, all gone! — 
Sd line from the bottom, add — persecuted `and 

plundered — 
2d line from the bottom, add — now in a state of 

siege -- 
last line, add — each individual at home more 

• • disgracefully — r Page 142, 1st line, add in first blank — and duly besieged —
add in 2d blank — tax-collectors, assessors 2- 

2d line from the top, add — and supervisors, arm-
ed with degrading lists. to be signed — 

3d line from the top, add—under precipitated, and 
ensnaring penalties — 	 ' 

4th line from the top, add . prema- 
5th line front• the top, add in first. blank ---- turely 

attacked — in 2d blank — harassed tenants — 
• 12th. line from the top, add —the die — 

)3th line from the top, add — is certainly cast, al. 
though we had not a foreign enemy in the 

• world --- 	,• 
Page 158, line 14th from tire top, add — Kings — 	. 

line 4th from the bottom, add — Kings :— 	• 
Page 235,  line 2d from the bottom, add — Malone's — 
Page 236,  line 8th from the top, add — Malone'— 	. 
Page 242, line 7th from the bottom of the note, add, besieged 

. .rage 246, line 7th from the top, add— Pitt — in first blank— 
' 	Dundas ;--- in second. 	 • 
fine 9th from the toe, add — traitorous -.-- 
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proofs by the penny post, and returning them in 
the usual manner, with corrections and emen-
dations, he chose rather to repair to town daily 

- for the express .  purpose of Superintending the 
. press. 	This, indeed, had become in some mea.- 
sUre necessary in consequence of the great dis-
cretion of Mr. Bye, Who, as has been already 
stated, Was fearful of the consequences if he. 

,copied the manuscript with his usual accuracy. 	• 
. 	Some passages of a political nature, might 
then have been deemed libellous; and perhaps he 
had consulted " legal advisers," who would of _ 

• course warn him of his danger. 	As the times 
were "out of joint," and he himself personally 
responsible, he cannot be much blamed for prov-
ing a little coy on this occasion, when the risk 
was' considerable and the consequences alarm- 
ing. 	The well-known name, determined reso- , 
lution, anti marked character of the author, 
seemed to expose him to far greater dangers 
Page 246, line 10th from the top, add — doctrine of giving,  

our last guinea to secure a remaining — . • 
line' 11 th from the top, add — sixpence, and the 

most precious of our rights in order to secure-- 
line 12th from the top, add --the miserable rest. 
line 7th from the bottom, add — chancellor of the 

• exchequer. ---7  
Page 490, line 8th•from the top, add — Dundas — 

line 9th from the top, add — Pitt — 
lint 4th from the top, add—houses of parliament--; 
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than on ordinary occasions, so that he was 
obliged to be doubly vigilant. 

On the other hand, Mr. Tooke possessed all 
the predilections of a fond parent for his literary 
offspring,, which vas the child of his old age. 
Bold, masculine,. and accustomed to be obeyed, 
he could not bear to be thwarted or controuled 
on this occasion ; intimately acquainted with the 
laws, and conversant in the doctrine of libel, 
he spurned at the suggestions of .obscure bar-
risters, and ridiculed the prudential fears of a 
timid tradesman. • Frequent conferences, there-
fore, were necessary, and the hack parlour of 
the printing office in St. John's Square became 
the scene. of daily contention.. 	At length, as is 
usual in such cases, a compromise ensued, and 
part was inserted and part left out. 

This work proved not a little advantageous to 
Mr. Tooke in every point of view. 	In the first 
place, it served to render his name still more 
conspicuous, both at home and abroad ; and it} 
the next, it contributed not a little to the im- 
provement of his fortune. 	In addition to the. 

.. sum obtained from his publisher, he himself re-
ceived a considerable subscription ; and it was 

`not , unusual 	with 	his 	friends 	to 	conduct 
themselves with a meritorious liberality on this 
occasion. 
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A little.  event occurred about this period, 
which serves to convey some idea both of the 
spirit and 	disinterestedness of the subject of 
these memoirs. 	About six years ago 'a gentle- 
man dined with me, whom I had not seen for a 
long time. 	He came in his own carriage,, ex- 
hibited all the external signs of opulence, and 
was, by his own confession, rich. 	I had known. 
him when he was very poor, and was Well aware,. 
that, at a critical and important moment, on the 
event of which the colour of his whole future 
life depended, 	Mr. Horne Tooke, 	although 
brit a new acquaintance, had most generously 
stepped forward, and presented hiin with a sum 
of money under the name of a loan. 	It gave 

t Ine singular pleasure, therefore, to learn, that 
he was very desirous to renew his visits at Wim-
bledon; and, when be applied to me, I most 
cheerfully undertook to carry him thither, think-
ing, that he meant to seize this opportunity to 
pay the sum borrowed. 

Luckily, however, I resolved to write a note 
to announce our intended visit ; but to this I 
did not obtain any answer for some time, which 
I attributed solely to illness. 	At length, the fol-. 
Jawing letter was received by me. 
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. .. 	 " Wimbledon, April 14,1806. 
cs DEAR SIR, 

" I shall be,happy to see you whenever it most 
" suits your convenience. 	I would call upon 
g, you, if the weather and the gout permitted 
40  me.. 

" I wish much to explain to you why I did 
-" not answer your letter. 	I trusted that you 

,g would understand clearly, that it could not be • 
"'intended as any want of respect for you, but a 
cc disinclination to receive the companion you 
" proposed. 

66  I am, with much respect and regard, . 
" Your obliged humble servant, 

" J. HORNE TOOKE." 
- 	" A. Stephens, Esq." 

On.  repairing to Wimbledon soon after, I 
learned that he had declined a similar proposi-
tion made through the medium of Mr. Bosville ; 
and he himself told me, in language replete with 
indignation, " that, after such a long neglect, 
be would neither see the gentleman nor accept 
of his own money !" 	 . 	. , 

In the autumn of. the same year, I received 
the following, note from Mr. Tooke ; which is 
here inserted, as a fair specimen of the brecitjt 
of his epistolary correspondence. 
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e‘ Nov. 8, 1806. 
" DEAR SIR, 	. 

" Will you come and dine with me to-mor- 
,c row at Wimbledon ? I have been long expect- 
" ing you, and wish much to gee you. 

" I am, very truly, 
" Your obedient servant, 

" JOHN HORNE -TOOKE." 
4,  Alex. Stephens, Esq., Chelsea Park." 

Happening to walk over to Wimbledon one 
fine morning in 2807, he soon entered, as usual, 
into a spirited conversation. 	Wars in general, 
be observed, were attended with far more ruin-
ous effect's to nations than the evils they were 
meant to avert. 	Their advantages had seldom 
or never been counterbalanced by adequate suc- 
cesses. 	Spain. had been punished by her fre- 
quent contests with France, and both France 
and England injured by their long and, violent 
animosities against each other. 	They would 
have been completely ruined indeed, but for the 
internal riches of the one country, and the pros, 
perous commerce 	and 'manufactures 	of the 
other ! 

We have, indeed, waged some advantageous 
wars, as thy are Failed, more especially that car-, 

   
  



.352 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	1807, 
, 

vied on under the administration of the thike of 
Marlborough and the great lord Chatham ; but 
they laid the foundation of those debts and taxes 
which-will finally crush us. 	 • 

As for France,• she was completely foiled fn 
her Italian expeditions ; she has never actually 
been a great commercial or manufacturing na- 
tion ; and since the time of Charlemagne, has 
undertaken but two or three succolitiOill expedi- 
tions 	against other states ; and: vet, 	‘1.1n.p 	not:Iv .  
governed 	by minious 	and mistrc:,:e-, 	ill' 	los. 
constantly been progressive in iinint of  ',I l'Cil!lh, 

consequence, 	and importance. .This .iniy,lit 	1.0 
attributed to her•natural rid 	t ioh:  madc tip 
for her po *tical errors ; hex' ro., 	 cart i. 
of Euro 	her 	ilitdrutl 	r4),,tifirec;, 1 	rich 

	

, 	, 

	

etrc, i 	uc.  ,culient of . rendere( 	 ou 
. other L 	 V• in* 	 ,, ., 

Tr ,nni lb 	•  c cum. 	 Fried nn 
the 	military 	:Tian HIl n p:11 , 	 . 
()to. 	host .0.1y,crAt.(1, 	that 	ho 	e 	 % 
1)4-4 ; 	ocur * for tin 	foot, ;tail blue for the 114.,r,,i• 
o wl 	14 	y. 	lit! 	A 11:11 	Imi,tliciiii),, 	svii; 
Inc, 
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rally 	ilioduki .(4t 40:-.,I51 	Val.(11,1,r,, 	mid 	Tilino• 
ow., 	and 	baibalialy. 	limn 	f l u, 	1,:) . 1 1 	. 	iif 	du, 
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Drave, 	the 	Saave, 	and 	the 	Vistula, 	who 
had been beaten and discomfitted by a ragged 
enemy ! 

Having called in the course of a few days 
after, I finmd that Mr. Tooke was not only fond 
of horticulture, but seemed to think, " that gar-
deners possessed more genius and knowledge 
than any other class of men in the same rank of 
society." 

He• was much addicted to agriculture also, 
which is a sister art, and spoke well and learn- 
edly on that subject. 	He lamented greatly to 
me, one day, that he had not a little farm at ' 
Wimbledon; but the land was so occupied with 
gardens and pleasure grounds, and so exceed-
ingly dear, in consequence of the many gentle-
men's seats with which it was surrounded, that 
this had been found impossible. 

His grand principle, like that of Cato, Cola-
mella, and all the farmers of antiquity, was ster-
coration i and this was evinced by the manner 
in which he frequently coated his grass fields 
with Manure. 	I think he told me, that he 
sometimes had it brought* from London at the 
rate of a guinea the load. 	Notwithstanding this, 
be railed at, and ridiculed those agricultural pa-
triots, who, in his own language, " were more 
intent on raising turnips, fattening swine, and 

VOL. II. 	 2 A 	 . 
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overfeeding sheep, than in attending to objects of 
national concern !" 

The present age, he said, was more temperate 
than the last. No one now hears of a company at 

• a tavern burning their wigs, although it was com- 
mon in his younger days, " I will venture to pro-
phesy," added he, " that the next generation 
will prove still more sober, far, as the taxes in-
crease, 'to drink wine, will be to drink gold !" 

Mr. Tooke considered foreign travel, and the 
knowledge of languages, not simply as good in 
themselves, but merely as the means of attaining 
good. 	The ancient Greeks visited Egypt in 
search of Mulling ; 	the Romans repaired to • 
Greece for the same purpose. 

One of the chief evils of the present-times, 
he said, was .the want of rational occupation for 
our opulent youth, who, after they had left 
school and college, had absolutely nothing to do, 
and were, therefore, obliged to 	cull ,out for 
themselves mean, useless, or.degrading employ-. 
merits. 

Among ns, education was now grossly defi. 
cient in this respect. 	The S0TIS of our men of 
fortune formerly travelled to Paris and Rome, 
accompanied by their 	tutors ; and, if they ac- 
quired 	nothing 	more 	chile 	there than 	the 
French and 	Italian languages, 	yet sonietbing 
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was still achieved, as these were the inlets to hu- 
man reason. 	The mere sight of foreign coun- 
tries, too, enlarges the ideas of the inhabitants 
of a little island, who were too apt to under-
value.strangers ; while a knowledge of the ver-
nacular tongue was generally accompanied with 
a taste for the literature of the country, at the 
same time that it enables us not unfrequently 
to inhale science at the fountain-head. 

Many of our young men of fashion, had be-
come the bottle-holders of pugilists, and the ri-
vals of their own coachmen ; they were learn-
ed only in the pedigree of a horse; some of 
these were great walkers for wagers ; 	others 
killed 	their cattle 	by running 	them 	against' 
time.. What a Pandora's box of ills will be 
opened for the next • generation! 	As for pri- 
vate morals, or public liberty, they could never 
survive either such times or such practices. 

,Our host then concluded by remarking that 
our political system,. under " existing circum-
stances," had become an immense and compli-
cated mallne, the rapidity of whose motions 
rendered it ungovernable. 	As to Nvhat was 
urged about the apparent wealth and ease of the 
people, this proved nothing. 	In France, during 
the time of itatw, the situation of the state was 
desperate, and yet the period of the regency 

2 A 2 
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was notorious for pleasure;luxury, and dissipa-
tion.  

I was mice more told by himself, on Sunday, 
June 21, 1807, that, until the age of forty-one,•  , 
(which, I believe; corresp-onds with the epoch 
of his imprisonment in the King's Bench,) he 
scarcely ever drank wine or fermented liquors. 
Water, alone, was his, usual beverage. 	After 
that period, he got into company, " and was 
obliged to de what others did." 

In the course of that day I remarked, in his 
back-parlour, the caricature of himself in the 
character of the Old . Man of the Mountain, 
carrying Sinbad (sir Francis Burdett) on his 
back to destruction. 

The gout, with which he had 'been greatly 
afflicted, was the chief subject of conversation. 
He observed, that it was possible to wear out the 
disease; and added, that he believed, he himself 
had actually worn it put. 	On being pushed re- 
lative to this paradox, lie-stated, "that his neigh- 
bour, sir 	Frauds Burdett's • g,Tndfather, had 
actually survived the gout, by ott4g the dis-' . 

. 	, temper for several years !"  
The discourse afterwards turned on the va-

rious forms of government, and their effects on 
mankind: 	Mr. Tooke maintained, 'that, on 
looking attentively at half 4 dozcen of the in- 
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habitants of any country, it would be possible 
for an accurate observer to discover the nature 
of the political regimen under which they had 
been born and brought. up. 	The Greeks were 
handsomer and stronger than the Persians; the 
English peasantry of the present day excelleil 
the Irish; the people of this 	country, during 
the reigns of William III, queen Anne, and 
particularly of George I and George II, were 
superior,, perhapsy to those now in existence, 
from the operationof the taxes, &c. 

" As to the inhabitants of Athens, and the 
other neighbouring republics, they consisted of 
legislators, philosophers, and heroes, and were 

. most properly selected as models for the gods of 
'' antiquity, having approximated nearer to an abso- 

lute state of 	perfection than other 	men. — 
While at 'Marseilles, 	he thought 	there was 
something of ,a nobler cast discoverable in the 
countenances and persons of the citizens, for 
which he was at a loss to account, until he re- 
,collected that they were the descendants of a 
Greek ccailllitiy." 

One of his guests thappening to state the 
necessity ' of distinguisling 	accurately in 	re- 
'slAci to words, he remarked, that, there was 

	

a(li;reat Aitterence ' between. 	the 'ecclesiastical 
word sin, which implied i vie, and the term •. 	f 
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(rime, as used, in colloquial intercourse : the lat-
ter might imply merely an inroad on a particu- 
lar law. 	The one constituted the manta in se ; 
the other, the malum prohibitum.  

Soine conversation occured that day, at din-. 
ner, relative to Junius. 	He laughed at the idea 
of Mr. Boyd's being the, author, as affirmed by 
Almon. 	On being told, that Henry Sampson 
Woodfall had intimated that he was in posses-
sion of several letters from him, in a fine Italian 
hand, and seemingly written liy means of 4 
crow-quill, he observed, " that Mr. Woodfall 
was a very lamest man ; but he doubted the 
fact ! 	They had been all surrendered." 

Oncof the. company now asked, if he knew 
the author? 	On the 	question being put, be 
immediately ern sed his knife and fork on his 
plate, and, assuming a stern look, replied, " I 
do !" 	His ' manner, tone, and attitude, were 
all too formidable to admit of anv further in-
terrogatories. 

Having engaged, soon after, in a discussion 
of the principles 	of 	political ecomnny, Mr. 
Tooke took a wide range, as was usual with 
him when engaged on his favourite subject of 
ministerial mismanagement. 	Among former 
grievances, he talked of fortifications ; 	and ot:- , 
scrved, that those Opium:m(1 and carrictl on by 
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the late duke 9f Richmond, whom he knew 
well, had occasioned the scandalous, because un- 
necessary, expenditure of immense sums. 	Had 
they been completed, according to his original 
plan, they would have laid the foundation of a. 
new national debt, and rendered it impossible 
to support 	our 	nary. 	Ile 'added, jocularly, 
" that he believed this nobleman intended to 
improve on Friar.  Bacon's project, and, instead 
of a triple 	wall of brass, had 	resolved on 

-throwing 	a triple girdle of brick and mortar 
armnd the island' 	lint, happily for the coun- 
try, be had been foiled in his projects by an 
able pamphlet written by a captain of engineers, 
aml the casting vote of the speaker of the house 
of coinnions. 

After expressing his astonishment at the con-
duct of his gruct, who was not only a very sen-
sible nobleman, but, in the management of his 
own private fortune, a great economist, he asked 
a gentleman present, if he bad beard any thing 
of the officer just alluded to? 	On declaring in 
the negative, he observed,, " that, while this 
officer had saved so many millions to the 
'nation, hefbad most probably' ncurred his own 
inevitable ruin, and was now, perhaps, either a 
wanderer in+ some foreigncountry, 	 likeBelisa. , or,  . 
rius of old, reduced to poverty hi that land 
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which his intrepidity had succoured and pre- 
served ! 	  

A short, but impressive pause, now ensued, 
at the conclusion of which he added, " that, 
for his own part, he had met with harsh treat-
ment, and been most unjustly persecuted, but 
that this was a cruel case; and it was now evi-
dent, that if in pursuit of worldly Advantages, 
it would be better to possess a little corner in a 
Cornish borough than all the genius of a Caesar, 
joined to all the science of an Archimedes!" 

Having never seen the officer alluded to, I 
was then incapable of answering the interroga-
tory in a satisfactory manner; bitt the mention 

_ of his services, and his sacrifices, made a deep 
impression on my mind ; and I am now enabled, 
by means of a friend, to give the following ac-
count of him :— 

Born almost on the very spot which produced 
the " admirable Chrichton," like this celebrated 
man, his mind seems to have been moulded by 
the hand of genius ; 	and his 	life variegated 
with adventures and misfortunes. 	After ob- 
taining a liberal education, 	at a neighbouring 
university, the fame of his talents attracted the 
notice of a nobleman, who procured him a 
commission in the artillery. 	His skill and gal- 
lantry soon 	rendered him conspicuous, 

l
apdp, 
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having an opporttinity of distinguishing himself, 
during 'the American war, at the siege of fort 
Stainwix, the marquis of Towushend, then at 
the head of the ordnance, of his own accord, 
and without any solicitation, promoted him into 
the engineers. 

The (hike of Richmond afterwards hearing of 
his great profeisional talents, deemed the suf-
frage of a man, who to a critical acquaintance 
with modern military science added a perfect 
knowledge of ancient tactics, worthy of solicita- 
tion. 	But this officer frankly declared against 
the new system of fortifications, as ruinous in 
point of expense — inefficacious, on account of 
their extent — and utterly unwise, when con-
templated according to the approved principles 
of war; for who would coop up a whole army 
within Walls, which, in case of invasion, might 
be so much more efficaciously employed in the 
field against the enemy ? 	 . 

Not content,. however, with a ' silent dissent 
— for, it seems, he was young, ardent, and 
unacquainted with the world — this officer; al-
though destitute of fortune, either hereditary or 
acquired, ventured publicly to dispute the palm 
of wisdom with the new master-general of the 
ordnance, although he was then under his imme- 
diate superintendence and controul. 	Having 
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widely disseminated his professional 'criticisms 
by means of the press *, the public caught the 
alarm — the ministers, were 'intimidated —the 
noble mathematician enraged — and, although 
his grace condescended to wage a paper war 
with a subaltern, yet he failed in convincing any 
one out of the circle of his own immediate par- 
tisans. 	Notwithstanding this, it was supposed, 
by those most accustomed to parliamentary 
discussions, that the measure would 6e carried 
with a high hand, and that a debt of twenty 
millions would be the penalty Of the duke of 
Richmond's science and Mr. Pitt's eloquence. 
This supposition, however, was falsified by the 

. event, as the country gentlemen remained un-
moved, on that occasion, by the oratory of the 
premier, for, on the ectimates being laid before the 
house of commons, the projeCt was happily put 
an end to by the casting vote of Mr. Cornwall, 
who then filled the chair. 

At once enraged and mortified at his discom-
fiture, the nobleman alluded to did not prove 
a geneious adversary, for he is said to have 
ordered his antagonist on a distant and unheal-
thy service ; and he had no sooner arrived 'at 
the place of his destination, than a fresh com- 

* (.0h,;ervations ean the Duke of Pkidnontl's extensive 
Plans of Fortifications, &c." 
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wand was issued to repair to a new station. 
Finding this frequently repeated, and perceiving 
himself in danger on one hand of being iuined 
by the expenses attendant on frequent removals, 
and on the other, of perishing in a climate 
eminently unfriendly to the human constitution; 
he  at length listened to the counsels of Mr. 
Fox, then at the bead of the opposition,, who 
advised him 'to retire from the service, under a 
solemn promise of being reinstated in his rank 
on a change in the administration. 	In that 
pledge, I have been given to understand, a great 
personage not only concurred, but even plighted 
his honour ; and, on receiving due notification 
of this event, the captain of engineers imme-
diately tendered his resignation, which was, of 
course, most readily accepted. 

Until the event alluded to should occur, he 
remained in British America, and, while there, 
was noticed by a prince of the blood, whose 
discernment soon pointed WM out as a man of 
talents : 	he was accordiugly selected 	by his 
royal highness to inspect and report on the 
fortifications within his government. 	Should 
Halifax be ever attacked by an army front the 
United States, perhaps that sole remaining ar- 
senal on 	the trans-atlantic continent 	may be 
indebted for its preservation to the 	,cientitic 
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genius of the officer employed on this occa-
sion. 

After a residence of some years in that part 
of the globe, I have-learned, that, emerging from 
the Canadian snows and the fogs of New Bruns-
wick, this gentleman has appeared once more 
in our hemisphere ; not to be crowned with 
well-earned laurels ; not to obtain the meed so 
justly due to the man who had saved millions to 
his native country, and, like the Athenian oracle 
of old, 	invoked 	the 	assistance 	of 	wooden 
walls 	for 	its 	defence ; 	bat 	as a suppliant, 
still prostrate beneath 	the 	stroke of power, 
humbly, 	and hitherto unavailingly, 	soliciting 
bread, employment, and indemnification, 
• Feeling warmly in behalf of injured and ne- 
glected worth, I entertain no common degree 
of indignation at the forlorn situation of a meri-
torious officer, whose very name I do not think 
myself entitled to mention, and in whose be-
half I now volunteer my services, unknown even 
to himself. 	Nor is my zeal abated when I am 
reminded, that science is not a little indebted 
to his labours. 	He is the only Mathematician 
who has ever given a general demonstration of 
the binomial problem * on one hand, while on 

* See the " Sctiptores Logarithmici" of the learned baron 
Maseres. 
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the other, he has proved to the Royal Society, 
of which he is - at once a member and an orna-
ment, the fallacy of the celebrated proposition 
relative, to the quadrature of the circle; a dis-
covery for which rewards were, proffered by 
more than one learned body on the continent, 
while it is said to have engaged the attention 
and baffled the efforts of the illustrious Newton 
himself*. 	 , 

These are high claims and pretensions ; and 
it .  only remains .to be seen, whether they are 
well founded. 	Shoutd my 	observations lead 
to an inquiry 	into the truth of this state- 
ment, 	and, if true, produce speedy retribu- . 	• 
tion in behalf of a meritorious but unprotected 
individual, who, by the self-same act • that res-
cued the state from new millions of debt, and 
ensured the triumph of our navy, produced his 
own inevitable ruin ; I shall feel a high degree,  
of gratification, and console myself with the re-
flection, that my labours have not been wholly 
in vain. 	An appeal, equally pure and disinte- 
rested, like this, is at least calcnlated to solicit 
attention by its diffusion, and pique curiosity by 

This paper, proving the infinite incommensurability of 
the circumference with the diameter, and the consequent im-
practicability of a perfect geometrical quadrature of the circle, • 
wns read before the Royal Society in the spring of 1812. 

• 
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its singularity. 	Literature is never so nobly em- 
ployed as in the cause of neglected genius, or 
oppressed worth. 	Voltaire, by similar means,• 
warded off the stroke of despotism liom the 
family of the unhappy Calas : I want only the 
magic of his pen, and the influence of his cele-
brity, to obtain, not an act of favour, but of 
gratitude and justice, in behalf of an injured in- 
dividual. 	 ' 

About this period, some events occurred which 
contributed not a little to render Mr. Tooke, 
for a time, completely wretched. 	One of these 
was the singular duel that took place between 
sir Francis Burdett and Mr. Paull ; in conse-
quence of which both were severely wounded. 
Another Was the then recent contest for Middle-
sex, in which an immense sum of 'money had 
been expended, without effecting any*useful pur-
pose, either public or private. 

It was now full time for the politician of Wim-
bledon to have retired from the scene of action, 
and, reposing under the shade of his former lau-
rels, to have consigned the remaining portion of 
Lis life to the care of his declining health, and 
that quiet and tranquillity which constitute' the 
comfort of old age. 	But such were not his inten- 
tions ; and indeed it 	IS not in his nature to re- 
main passive under the pressure of any /NW., i. . 
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slaty, on,  the part, of either himself or his 
friends,. 

Accordingly, on May 6, 1807, Mr. Tooke 
addressed a letter to the editor of the " Titnes," 
in which he disclaimed the wish to see a neigh-
bouring baronet returned' a knight of the shire. 
" If my advice," added he, " bad been as om-
nipotent, as the dirty scribblers of the day have 
chosen to represent it, over the mind of sir 
Francis Burdett, he never would have been a 
candidate at all. 	Nor did I ever labour by en-
treaty more earnestly for any thing, than I did 
from the beginning, and before the beginning, 
to dissuade sir Francis from being a candidate 
for Middlesex ; and, for his sake, I rejoice that 
he is not returned to parliament for that place 
or for any other." 

He then alludes to the late combat between 
sir Francis and Mr. Paull, concerning the latter 
of whom, he expresses himself as follows : 

" I always treated him with civility, but have 
most 	cautiously avoided any other connexion 
with him of any kind ; nor could he ever pre-
vail upon me, though be used much importunitr, 
to write a single syllable for him, or concerning 
him. 	There was something about him with 
which it was impossible for me to connect my- 
self. 	I wishted him very well ; knew no harm • 
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of him ; suspected none ; but my mind perpetu-
ally whispered to me — Feta° subiisdem sit tra- 
bibus, fragilemque mecum salvat phaselum. 	It 
was unfounded prejudice, perhaps ; but I have 
experienced something in this world ; and su-
perfluous caution may be pardoned to old age." 

This was soon after followed by a pamphlet, 
entitled " A Warning to the Electors.  of West-
minster.* ;" in which he states, 44  that their late 
rejected candidate, Mr. Paull, meditates another 
assassination of their present representative, sir 
Francis Burdett. 	Duel, I think," adds the au- 
thor, " hi will never have again with any gen- 
tleman in his senses. 	But there is no answering 
for tastes ; and if Mr..Paull should prefer New-
gate to the King's Bench, and hanging to starv-
ing, he may yo Commit 4 murder." 

Mr. Paull, although wounded and confined 
to his bed, 	answered the charges contained 
in the former of these publications by means of 
a printed letter; in which, among other things, 
lie denied that he had intruded himself into the 
author's house, at Wimbledon, " on Sundays," 
094 actually produced invitations for that pur-
pose, which had been entirely forgotten, amidst 
the paroxysms of resentment occasioned by re- 
cent events. 	 • 

* Printed for J. Johnson, St. Paul's Church-yard, 1407• 
ref-. 

   
  



1808. 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	369 

In 1808, the events that occurred in Spain 
attracted the attention of all Europe, and sud-
denly rendered that once hostile state a suppliant ' 
to Great Britain for aid and assistance. 	A 'fo-
reigner imposed under the character of a sove-
reign, and two of her native kings become pri-
soners at once, and that too by the basest arts ; 
seemed to excite both the loyalty and the pride 
of a generous and lofty nation, and promised 
results highly beneficial to the best interests of 
humanity. 

On' this occasion, it was suggested to me, by 
a very respectable person, that a general de-
monstration of public indignation would prove 
highly useful ; and it was at the same time 
hinted, that, as 	I was in the habit of seeing 
Mr. Tooke, if it were possible to procure his as-
sistance to such a measure, his name and con-
nexions would contribute not a little to clothe 
it with the garb of popularity. 

It was not difficult to obtain my assent to 
so just and proper a measure; I therefore in-
vited Mr. Tooke, and one of Ms friends, to din-
riff, and begged the gentleman, who had malle 
the proposal, to be of the par.ty. 	The inter- 
view accordingly took place, 	and it *was re- 
solved to seize a proper occasion to commence 
the subject meant to be discussed. 	But, long 

VOL. II. 	 2 13 
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before the repast was concluded, the politician 
of Wimbledon, of his own accord, started the 
subject, and, 	to 	my great 	sorrow, declared, 
" the Spaniards were so degenerate a people; 
that every change must be for the better; even 
conquest and subjugation themselves, horrible 
as they doubtless were, ought to be contemplated 
as a melioration of their condition. 	What, but 
the sword of a foreign and more enlightened 
nation, could dispel such an odious superstition? 
such gross and horrid ignorance ? so despicable and 
perfidious a reliance on popery and priestcraft ? 

' Had we not heard that the sacred tribunal was 
protected, supported, and encouraged by the new 
government ? that the banners of the holy of-
fice were to be unfolded on the side of liberty ? 
and that the inquisition was to• raise a regiment 
to combat in its behalf ?—a regiment of inquisi-
tors combating for the freedom of a brave na-
tion ! —foolish ! —ridiculous !— execrable !" 

It is almost unnecessary after this to observe, 
that the proposition alluded to above was not 
made. 	I lamented exceedingly, however, that 
a 'man, who had always been considered as the 
apostle of liberty in his own country, should 
have reasoned in this manner upon the present 
occasion. 	As to the policy of our direct inter- 
vention, the propriety of our becoming principals 
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instead of allies, and the prudence of endan-
gering our own system of finance to rescue an-
other nation from the iron gripe of oppression ; 
these are all questions totally unconnected with 
the origin of the dispute. 

If any cause was ever so sanctified by its mo- 
tives as to be deemed holy, assuredly the Spa-• 
niards possess that claim in a peculiar degree ; 
and, 	if finally victorious, it 	is to be 	hoped, 
they' will make a noble use of their indepen- 
dence. 	On the other hand, even if at length 
subjected, they will at least possess the conso-
lation to think, that they have been most zea-
lously supported by their allies in this gallant 
struggle for the liberties and the independence 
of their native country. 

Happening to ride over' to Wimbledon one 
morning during the spring of 1809, Mr. Tooke 
showed me a large bundle of manuscripts, which 
was supposed would prove sufficient to form a 
third volume of his great philological work. 
As he was in some doubts as to this circum-
stance, he desired me to guess; and, to enable 
me to approximate the truth, tbegan by taking 
the number of the pages. 	The next step was, to 
ascertain the lities and the words in a single page, 
and, after multiplying these together, and mak- 
ing a comparative estimate with the 	printed 

. 	 2 B 2 
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copy, I pronounced, without 	hesitation, that 
there was enough to make one volume and a 
half, at which he seemed much pleased. 

During his last illness he formed' the resolu-
tion of destroying all his manuscripts and every 
other paper, or writing, title-deeds and account-' 
books only excepted. - The operation was per-
formed in an apartment above stairs, and lasted 
during a whole month ! 	An incessant fire was 
kept up for that purpose, and one of the young 
ladies, who was obliged reluctantly to assist in 
the conflagration, has since very appositely'com-
pared it " to the burning of the Alexandrian li- 
brary." 	On this occasion, the manuscript al- 
luded to above was wholly consumed ; a most 
valuable correspondence was at the same time 
committed to the flames, together with a trea-
tise on Moral Philosophy, in express opposition, 
as I understand, to the principles laid down by 
Mr. archdeacon Paley. 	It is not a little re- 
markable that the life of the author had nearly 
been sacrificed at the same time with his works ; 
for the combustion became so violent as to ex-
tend to his clothes, and actually scorched his 
great coat to such a degree as to render it ut- 
terly unfit to be worn again. 	 . 

I have been informed, by a gentleman who 
hay been praised by bini, in vol. II, and is no 
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mean judge of every thing appertaining to lan-
guage, that the first word in vol. in, thus unre-
lentingly destroyed, was, " BELIEF ;" and that 
a large portion of the manuscript consisted of a 
critical examination 	of the credibility of hu- 
man testimony. 

In the autumn of 1809, I beheld 'at Wimble-
don;  the two letters 0, P, finely embroidered 
in silver on a blue ground. On inquiring into the 
meaning, I Was told that the late Mr. Clifilard, the 
counsel, having been presented with this em-
blem of his successful opposition to the new 
prices at Covent Garden theatre, had imme-
diately carried it thither, and placed it in the 
parlour exactly between two caricatures of Mr. 

.Tooke and his friendS. 
I now discovered that our host, while stretched 

on his couch, and racked with pain, had been 
one of the most zealous of the 0. P's. ; and he 
himself took that opportunity to inform me, 
"that be was not only the friend to old prices, 
but also to old players !" 

He also seized that occasion to praise the con-
duct of Mr. Clifford and all those who supported 
him. 	The Theatre, he observed, was a great 
national concern, connected with the morals, 
and even with the liberties of the people, and 
when any thing improper occurred on the part 
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of the managers, or thoie interested from mer-
cenary 'naives in its success, this ought to be 
abated exactly in the same form and manner 
with any other public nuisance. 

I was, on this occasion, astonished at his me-
ivory, which did not seem to have been unpaired 
with years ; and in fine, I saw nothing of seni-
lity but gouty limbs and the praise of times past. 
His conversation reminded me of the Greek * 
mentioned by Pliny, who could repeat the con-
tents of a library; but I doubt whether he pos-
sessed the powers of selection and criticism, so 
admirably evinced by Mr. Tooke. 	His opinions 
on religion were now developed to a certain de- 
gree for the first time. 	He admired and re- 
spected the word (it) said to have been engraved 
on the front of the temple of Apollo at Delphi; 
and he affixed to it the same signification (is, ist) 
as Plutarch, who, according to .appearance, was 
not a polytheist. 
. On the name of Mr. Pitt being mentioned, ho 

repeated several anecdote's respecting that cele-,. 
brated senator, who was still alive, and revelling 
in the plenitude of unbounded power. 	He con- 
demned his former scheme for raising a million 
by way of sinking fund, to buy up the rotten 

. 	 , 
* Channidas, J-Iist. Nat. lib. vii, cap. 24. 
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boroughs, as unjust; " for it was scandalous to 
reward the proprietors for pretended sacrifices 
which constituted the disgrace of the country." 
He allowed, however, that it was politic; for it 
might prevent disturbances, and even a civil war. 
Mr. Tooke had spoken to the Suke of Richmond 
on this subject, " who, as he loved money, was 
averse from the sacrifice," on which he himself 
had proposed, that government should present 
the owner with an hereditary seat for every elec- 
tive one, and thus save the expense. 	This idea 
was greatly approved of by his grace. 	. 

He then remarked, that Mr. Pitt had changed 
his original plan; for he had increased the aris-
tocracy without completing the bargain alluded 
to ; thus rendering the house of peers omnipo-
tent, by ennobling all the proprietors of bo-
roughs, before he had extinguished their claims, 
which enabled them to exercise a preponderating 
power in the house of commons. 	This increase 
of peers, be said, would, in time, produce a com-
plete oligarchy, and there would be poor peers, 
as in Venice, &c., dependent on the great patri-
cian families, which would alone govern. 

A rational reform, it was added, would have 
made both Ling and people independent ; but 
Mr. Pitt's measure, had rendered the wishes of 
either of but little avail, as 	was seen " in tho 
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late conspiracy for turning out the king's ser-
vants, a measure achieved by the combination 
of a few noble families, which constituted, but 
the beginning of similar proceedings." 

Having beep favoured with a memorandum 
on this subject, by" Mr. Tooke's nephew, I shall 
subjoin the contents here, 'as it will serve to il-
lustrate this part of the conversation. 

" Mr. Tooke called on the duke of Richmond 
one day at the Tower, respecting the case of a 
young gentleman, whose nAtne was Edridge, and 
who bad been removed from his situation in the 
Long Room, as Mr.Tooke thought, unjustly. As 
soon as this matter was settled, his grace asked 
Mr. Tooke what he thought of Mr. Pitt's propo-
sition for raising a sum of a million for the pur- 
pose of buying up the rotten boroughs ? 	. 

" Mr. Tooke replied, he deemed it unneces-
sary, as the boroughs might be got rid of without 
putting the nation to any expense whatever! 
And, that if 11r. Pitt would only do a tenth part 
of what he promised, he should never hear his 
name again but in his praise. 

" Upon the duke's desiring to be informed how 
this was to be effected ? Mr. Tooke said, ' let 
every man who has a borough be made a peer; 
and, if he has more than one, let him nominate 
a friend or friends; he would be glad of the ex-, 
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change, and the people would be equally so, be-
cause they would care but little how many peers 
were made, but would care very much for the 
money •to be taken out of their pockets ; and 
there could be no injustice in the case, even con-
sidering the seats in the view of private property, 
because those who did not choose to be lords of 
parliament, might be permitted to sell the seats 
to such as did. 	His grace expressed his asto- 
nishment and delight at the suggestion, and 
mentioned it to Mr. Pitt, who took advantage 
of it only in part ; for he made the proprietors 
peers, and, at the same time, kft them in full 
possession of their boroughs." 

About this period, I received a visit from the 
author of the "Diversions of Purley," who spent 
seven or eight hours at' my house to the great 
entertainment and edification of all who heard 
him. 	It was produced by the following circum-
stance : 

A female, distinguished for the superiority of 
her intellects, still more than either her rank or 
fortune, having devoted her whole life to the 
instruction of her son, became exceedingly anxi-
ous of conversing with Mr. Tooke on this, which 
of course was a favourite subject, and I was ac-
cordingly honoured with the company of both 
to dinner. 	After a discussion of some length 
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on this topic, the philologist concluded as fol-
lows : " The whole, madam, may be resolved 
into a question of common sense; for your lady-
ship must have observed, that a young man of dis-
crimination;  on entering the world, immediately 
discovers and'rectifies the errors of a had educa. 
tion ; whereas a fool is always incorrigible." 

   
  



CHAPTER VIII. 

FROM 1810 TO 1812. 

An Account of ilk; Tooke's Maladies — Conver-
sations at Wimbledon—Miscellaneous Re-
marks.  

Early in 1810, Mr. Tooke's various disorders 
had suddenly assumed such a violent appearance, 
that his physicians were alarmed, and all his 
friends supposed his dissolution to be at hand. 
On this trying occasion, the tender assiduity of 
his daughters, by administering to all his wants, 
contributed not a little to soothe his mind and 
assuage 	his 	sufferings. 	They constantly at- 
tended his pillow, anticipated his wishes, and 
did every thing that filial piety could dictate to 
alleviate the pressure of disease. 

On this occasion, the patient did not seem 
desirous of prolonged existence ; he was actually 
devoid of that volition deemed so necessary to 
recovery. 	Frequently urged to exert a wish, 
;At least, to return to life and to the world, he for 
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a long time persisted in his resolution to die, and 
seemed to he as fully determined as that cele-
brated Roman, who declined all manner.of nou-
rishment, and even refused to accept of existence 
when in his option, although pressed .and en-
treated by a near relation *. 

At length, however, he appears to have yielded 
to the entreaties of his friends and relatives ; and 
nature having, at the same time, spontaneously 
interposed, after a severe but successful struggle, 
life, which seemed, at one time, to have ebbed 
nearly to the last drop of existence, now flowed 
in upon him in a genial current. 	He prophe- 
sied, however, from the first, that the change 
so much desired, would not prove of long con-
tinuance, and considered himself merely as a 
traveller on a journey t, detained unwillingly 
and against his better reason, in consequence 
of the pressing solicitations of others, 

* " Quum quidem Agrippa, eum liens, atque oscalans, 
oraret atque obsecraret, € ne ad id quod natura cogeret ipse 
quoque sibi acceleraret, et, quoniam tum quoque posset tem- 
poribus superresse, 	se sibi 	suisque reservaret e precesiejus 
taciturntt sua obstanatione compressit. 	Sic quiem bidmint 
cibo se abstinuisset, subito febris decissit, leverioque morbus 
esse expit. 	Tamen propositum nihilo secius peregit." 

Vit. V. Pomp: 4ttic. 
1-  Non ex vita, sed ex domo in domum videretur rnigrare. 

Ibid. 
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The moment he became convalescent, his 
mind imperiously and incessantly demanded em- 
ployment. 	No sooner had' the first coach ar- 
rived from London; than the newspapers were 
eagerly sent for. These, consisting of the Times 
and Morning Chronicle, were regularly read. 
aloud, while his friends occasionally supplied 
hin 	with others. 	But this only seemed to whet 
his inclination for intellectual nourishment ; and 
appeared to be merely used as some epicures do 
oysters before dinner, who devour them for the 
purpose of creating an appetite. 	Books of all 
kinds were then called for and read in his presence. 
So incessant was the demand, that the young 
ladies, to make use of one :of his own phrases, 
'" were put in constant requisition ;" and as they 
were unable to undergo such an incessant fa-
tigue, auxiliary aid was at length called in. 

Meanwhile, be delighted greatly in grapes, and 
partook of both English and foreign, to a degree 
I had never before witnessed. 	With some of 
these, 	his 	neighbour, 	lady Rush, frequently, 
supplied him; and he was always accustomed 
to evince the most grateful remembrance of 
her kindness. 	Jars, filled with the produce of 
the Portugal vines, were, at the same time ob-
tained from the importers in Thames Street ; 
and, when these failed, a whole hot-house be- 
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longing to Mr. Rolls of Chelsea, was bespoke, 
purchased, and devoured! 	The fruits of his 
garden, also, seemed to contribute not a little • 
to his recovery, and after dinner, he helped him-
self to his own fine jargonel pears, with no 
sparing band. 	I was accustomed, during my 
occasional visits, silently to demand of myself, 
" what this stomach could be composed of?" 
and was almost forced to allow, that if there 
ever was a constitution in which excess might 
be justifiable, that his was of this description. 

MR. TOOKE AND HIS TOMB. 

(Copied verbatim from a Manuscript Note.) 

On October 7, 1810, I rode to Wimbledon—
a fine day—about one o'clock arrived at the 
gate, expecting to find Mr. Tooke in a very 
dangerous situation, but was 'told by the gard-
ener, with a smile, that I "should be surprised. 
And I really was so, for, in the course of a few 
minutes, I beheld him carried by two men ser-
vants, to a garden chair placed on wheels, and 
after he had been duly seated, I went up to sa-
lute bim and his company. 

He expressed great satisfaction at my arrival, 
and dismissing his retinue, with sir Francis Bur-
dett pulling before, and the Miss Hartes and 
his. nephew assisting behind, we advanced in 

   
  



1810. 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	383 

procession along a broad gravel walk. towards 
the kitchen garden. 

On our arrival there, he desired me to mea- 
sure the 	stone placed above a cenotaph, for 
which purpose he had brought two black rods, 
properly graduated, being such as are used by 
surveyors., 	It. formed an oblong square .or pa- 
rallelogram, 	of 	Irish marble, 	black, glossy, 
and unique, being the first ever imported into 
this country; and, on my expressing some de-
gree of surprise, mixed with approbation, at the 
introduction of this noble block from the sister 
island, he seized that opportunity to express his 
respect for Mr. Chantrey, whose zeal, on the 
present occasion, appeared to have gratified him 
exceedingly. 

The following. were the dimensions: 

• Length 	. 	7 feet 1 inch. 
Breadth 	. 	3 feet 6 inches. 
Depth . 	. 	9 inches. 

It was placed on the • top of a tumulus, con- 
sisting 	of a 	brick vault covered 	with turf, 
and erected in that portion of the 	detached 
kitchen garden, which is divided by a pretty 
high wall from the neighbo.uring common. 	I 
understood that it was meant to erect a summer 
house above 	it, that the young ladies might 
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have a- view of the adjoining green, so that no-
thing gloomy should be attached to the spot. 
• After stating the measure as accurately as pos- 

sible, he begged me to peruse the inscription, 
which was as follows : 

• 
JOHN HORNE TOOKE, 

LATE PROPRIETOR, 

AND NOW OCCUPIER OF THIS SPOT, 
WAS 

BORN IN JUNE, 1736, 
AND 

DIED 	  

IS: THE 	YEAR OF HIS AGE, 

CONTENT AND GRATEFUL. 

After I had read the epitaph aloud, he COM-
mented on the last line, and testified both his 
satisfaction at living so long, and his high sense 
of the Divine goodness in permitting it! 	We 
then took a few turns, along the principal walk, 
and conversed on a variety of subjects. 	Having 
returned to the parlour, dinner was soon after 
announced ; it consisted of a turbot with lobster 
sauce, 	beef en ragdut, 	and a capon. 	The 
liquors were Madeira and Port. 	The desert, 
as usual, was excellent, and all from his own 
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garden; viz. walnuts, grapes, apples, Bergamot 
pears, and imperarice plumbs. 	The company, 
miss Harte and her sister, sir F. Burdett, Dr. 
Pearson, and myself. 

The conversation, both before and after the 
repast, highly edifying 	and 	instructive —the 
sOljects—the origin of the winds— the novelty 
of chimnies—the new mode of warming a'room. 
by steam—(this was pointed out and particu-
larised by Dr. Pearson)— and the goodness and 
beneficence of the Deity, 	accompanied with 
pointed remarks by our host, on the ingratitude 
of man. 	He then launched out into a whimsical 
enumeration of the advantages  resulting from 
pain and illness, such as he himsellohad been 
lately subjected to. 	But on Mr. Robert. Bur- 
dett's coming into the room, be with great ad-
dress, and in a very apposite manner, returned 
to his. former subject, and insisted on the wis-
dom, excellence, and omnipotence of God! 

Mr. Tooke, in the course of this day's con-
versation, observed that he had an elder brother 
who died worth a great many thousand pounds. 
No one better knew the advantages resulting 
front sending early fruit to market, for he lived 
near Brentford, and excelled in this branch of 
horticulture: 	but he had conceived 1 strange 
project for obtaining late fruit, by means of 

VOL. II. 	 2 C' 

   
  



386. 	!Art OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	1810. 
ob 

tvoodens walls, which, however, did not answer 
so well as the other! 	• 

He was the principal,  and, with one or two 
' eiceptions only, the sole speaker to-day. 	The 

word " talents," he observed, was derived from 
the Roinan expression for a coin; genius implied 

, something arising out of the perfection of the 
'senses; mental superiority sprung partly from 
this, and partly from experience, and a know- 
ledge of facts. 	He insisted, that children ar- 
gued well, according to the data before them, 
even when the conclusion proved wrong. 	Our 
language resembled a harlequin's jacket—it was 
patched, piebald, and cut from that of other na- 
tions, bu‘chiefly the Saxons. 	He once wished 
to have composed i dictionary, in conjunction 
with Gilbert 'Wakefield, who was to have taken 
the Greek part of it, in order to show whence 
the various terms were derived. 

He also spoke much about stereotype. 	Mr. 
Wilson, the printer, had been with him on this 
subject; • but he considered it, however inge-
nious, as being a return to the ancient system of 
blocks, and he would not be blockhead enough 
to adopt it in his work. 	This was succeeded by 
a dissertation on engraving, and the praise of 
such artists as excel in it. 	" Sharpe," he said, 
" had executed the frontispiece to his Divenions 
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of Purley, and not only improved the original 
drawing, but rendered the Print superior to the 
painting." 

Notwithstanding his acknowledged learning, 
so 'fond was he of the vernacular tongue, that 
he said he preferred it to all others. , The in-
scription intended for his tomb, was accordingly 
written in that idiom ; thus differing with John-
son, who affected the Latin exclusively, in such 
compositions, and preferring, with Milton, "our 
English, as the language of men, ever &mous 
and foremost in the achievements of liberty." 

A gentleman proposed to him, that something 
should be added, so as to evince, in this last act, 
his attachment to freedom; but he declined 
any alteration whatsoever. 

Among other singularities of this celebrated 
man, it is worthy of remark, that he not only 
composed his own epitaph and superintended 
the erection of his intended tomb, but actually 
became seriously and alarmingly ill,, in cone- 

, (pence of a long exposure to the cold air, on 
that occasion. 	This circumstance was evinced 
by several , feverish symptoms, on the day subse-
quent to the completion of. the vault, and thus 
the cares bestowed by him on its construction 
bad nearly anticipated his dissolution,,and made 
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him an inhabitant of, his new mansion.several 
months before his time! 

I rode over to Mr. Tooke's in the autumn of 
1'810, to inquire after his health, as I had heard 

- t at he had become dropsical, and was in much 
t anger. 	I found him, as usual, exhibiting great 
equanimity. , In fine, on This, as on many other 
occasions,' I was •ready to exclaim: 	" I have 
heard many men talk, but this is the only one 
whom I ever saw die, like a philosopher!" 	He 
told me, with an extraordinary degree of cahn-
ness and intrepidity, that at present, the regions 
afflicted with disease, were the kidneys and in-
testines. 

On approaching the table, I observed a dia-
gram before him, consisting of a human figure ; 
and, 'looking 	attentively a this, 	he pointed 

'out the slucts, with a gall stone, in transiim, ob-
serving, that this was precisely his own case, 
during that very moment; and coolly added, 

• " that if the stone did not descend so far, within 
a given space of time, mortification must ensue, 
• and extinction be the consequence!" 	• 
- 	I learned, at the same ,time, that while. his 
gardener was adjusting his ,lower extremities%  
during the course of the preceding night, be 
gaily observed to him: "these gouty legs, John, 0 
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in the 'course of a very short time, will give 
trouble to neither you nor me!" • 

After I had retired, he became worse. 	When 
a little recovered, be said to his physician, " I 
thought that 	had left you 	me—I .am glad,... 
however, 	have 	 doing you 	staid-----I am now 
what you yourself must do some day, doctor 
Pearson !" 	On this, sir Francis Burdett, who 
was present, observed: " 1 hope you will re- 
cover." 

now .so "We hope differently 	I am 	far 
on my journey, that . 1. do net wish to return 
back, in order to proceed again by the same 
road, a few months hence." 
' I have been told, that, on this occasion, be 

evinced an unfortunate dislike to mercury, which 
mightprobably have cleared the region afflicted, of 
water; he however recovered*  for nature herself 
soon after spontaneously produced the precise 
effect, respecting which, the powers of mull- 
eine were in this case but conjectural. 	, 

So soon as he was declared to be out of dan-
ger, Wimbledon was frequented by his friends 
as before. 	An entire new change also seemed 
to take place in respect to a variety of partien-. 
lars. 	His back parlour, in which he constantly 
resided, 	was 	new furnished 	in 	a substantial, 
And even tasteful manner. 	Ho reclined pari Qt. 
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the day on an elegant sopha, covered with black 
leather, and occasionally wheeled himself back-
wards and forwards in a chair, the machinery of 
which was managed by him with considerable 

,..address : he also wore a fine new snit of peach-
coloured cloth, with pantaloons, and appea,red to 
live in great ease and comfort, with every thing 
around him that wealth .could procure, or un-
wearied assiduity obtain. 

The name•of the first marquis of Lansdowne 
happening to be mentioned, he asked a gentle-
n*t4n then present if be knew him ? 

" Yes ; he had visited bhn in Berkley Square, 
but not at Bow Wood, where, be understood, 
he relaxed himself after his parliamentary fa-
tigues, and lived in a very agreeable and philo- 
sophical manner. 	Ile had formed a high no- 
tion of this 	nobleman, 	on several 	accounts. 
First, when in the prime of life, and in the full 
career of ambition, he had resigned his office 
as secretarytof state, because the Court of SL 
James's would not act 	with firmness on' the 
odious and unjust intervention of France in res-
pect to Corsica, fifflowed, soon after, by the in-
vasion, subjection, and annexation of that island; 
next, be bad afterwards declared himself in op-
position to the contest with America, and, finally,, 
brought about a politic and well-timed peace 
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with that power." After some pause, the other ob-
served, " that he knew the noble lord while earl 
of Shelburne, better than most people ; that he 
bad breakfasted •with him every morning for 
three months ; and that he had used him ill . 	. 

....,-.-.......... -!... 
. 	. 	. 	. With his late son, lord W., too7 he 
happened to be in company a little before be 
himself was taken up for treason ; and white se-
veral were attacking the constitution, he, (Mr. 
Tooke,) and he alone, defended it! 	After his 
arrest had become known, a gentleman happen-
ing to meet his lordship in St. James's Street, 
reminded him of this circumstance, on which he 
replied : 	' Yes, I remember well, he defended 
the whole plan of government, and the order of 
nobles, and ought to be supported and pro- 
tected: 	And how did,  he support and protect 
me ? by setting off for Italy, and thus preventing 
the possibility of his testimony's being servicea-
ble." 

Taikipg on this, or some similar occasion, re-
lative to the quiet and orderly retreat of the 
member for Westminster from the Tower, a 
gentleman present happened to observe, " that 
timely notice of his intentions ought to have been 
given to his constituents, in order to have pre.* 
vented their attendance and consequent diesap. 
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pointment." 	" No !" replied he, " it was as 4. 
cessary that they should 	have exhibited this 
mark of their attachment to their representa- 

. jive,. as it i+Id have been improper in, him 
to have compl ed with .their solicitations for a 

..."'imiitic*pficce;4 n. 	As to the main question, 1 
' think his conduct was highly meritorious.; it has 

been approved 'of by all wise, moderate, and 
disCreet men,. and be assured, that, in a short 
time, in this, as on other occasions, all the fools 
will soon be of the same way of thinking!" 

Imprisonment for debt, he observed, was first 
introduced in favour oP the barons, " to ena-
ble them to bring their stewards to book." ' Ar-
rest on mesne process; or previously to .trial, on 
the simple oath of the plaintiff, originated in a 
mere fiction of law, and was an assumed power 
on the part of the courts of justice. 	The fre- 
quent acts of insolvency all 	tend to prove that. 
'this is an impolitic and injudicious connivance ; 
but it was no less strange than trite, that all the 
great law lords, with one only exception *, con-
stantly " bristled up" whenever the earl of .11Ioi7  
ra, with his usual goodness and humanity, pro-
posed a general statute for the relief of insol- 
vents. 	As for the present system, it was culpai 

Lord Erskine, perhaps. 
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lily and flagitiously wrong, being calculated to 
give a legal form to fraud; and to cpnfine the 
means of oppression to the rich, the profligate, 
and the unjust. 	In fine, it operated as an illu- 
sory satisfaCtion to the iniured, contributed' to 
the ruin of innocence, as well as t/terlin(t1 t )1 rtf — 
guilt, and was essentially beneficial to none but.  
marshals, turnkeys, and attornies. 

While.speaking of the present times, he oh-, 
served, that the depreciation of the currency 
was but little felt by ,the labouring classes—
the price of labour constantly rising with, the 
depressioh of the circulating medium. 	Wi- 
dows, old maids, bachelors, orphans, capita-
lists, stockowners, mortgagees, and those who 
lend money on interest, were the principal suf-
ferers. . In its last stage, it operated powerfully 
against the morals of the people, to the utter 
exclusion even of common honesty. In some cases 
it became another name for an Agrarian law, 
for the . legal 	tender ' of 	a,  depreciated 	pa- 
per, peaceably effected in America that commu-
nity of wealth, or rather of poverty, for which 
the Gracchi had bled at Rome. 

Mr. Tooke ,praised Elizabeth more than 1 
thought she deserved ; and, on being reminded of ' 

' her base, cruel, amt.,  unjust Conduct to Mary, 
• queen of Scots, artfully eluded what be could 
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not justify. 	lie observed, that be had no than 
ner of objections to a female reign, which vt a4 
generally productiVe of such men as the!Ce- 

'ells, and ., Marlboroughs ; 	whereas in 	France,' 
1% here women 'had been excluded 	from the 

- tiTrilele;lic;irtue Lf a pretended law of the Sa-
lii, " the country had been governed for nearly 
a century by pin4s and prostitutes !" 

Finding his feet in flannels, one of the com-
pany, on his arrival, complimented him on this 
promising appearance, as " the gout was an un- 
doubted sign of • wealth." 	To this he replied, 
" that it. was like many other signs, exceedingly 
false, for his first fit occurred when he was poor, 
a prisoner, and with a rigorous sentence sus- 
pended over his head!" 	A gentleman, desirous 
to learn why all ridiculed the distemper, and 
scarcely any one felt, even for a friend, when 
subject to this malady ? it was mentioned, by 
somebody, that Adam Smith, in ,his " Theory 
of Moral Sentiments," 	had observed, 	," that 
pain never calls for any lively sympathy, unless 
when accompanied with danger; ' because we. 
sympathise rather with the fear,, than the agony 
of the sufferer." - To this, Mr. Tooke, although 
seemingly very uneasy, from pain, replied, with 
a 'smile : 	" I wish this same Scotchman had 
been stuffed into my skin for the last twenty-four 
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hours, and then he would have discovered that 
tit is not the fear, which may be childish, but. 
the agony, which is assuredly distracting, that 
entitles any one to sympathy." 

Mr. Tooke, towards the conclusion of the 
evening, traced the era of the docteine i{tirrt 
to " hereditary right," up to the accession of 
James I, whom he termed " a man, but never 
a king," and was accustomed, with lord Boling-
broke, to consider him as an " anointed, pe-
dant." 

On the name of Bacon being mentioned, 	I 
-expected to hear his character attacked, as lid 
ore bad ever been a greater time-server or more . 

obsequious courtier --., circumstances which as-
suredly disgraced, although they could not obli-
terate his extraordinary" talents. 

, 	I was astonished, however, to find Mr. Tooke 
advocating the cause of this celebrated chancel- 
lor. 	His judgments, in his own court, he ob- 
served, were always dictated by equity, and ne- . 
ver 	once 	complained of. 	The accusations 
against him, were minute, frivolous, and vexa-
tious ; while his sentence, " to be rendered for 
ever incapable of any place or employment, to 
be precluded from sitting in parliament, or com-
ing within the verge of the court ; to be fined 
forty thousand pounds, and remain a prisoner in 
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the Tower during the king's pleasure," was in-
commensurate with, and far exceeded 1ti4 sup- 
posed offences. 	The sums stated to be received, 
not -byThim, but-by, his servants, were .presents 

• up( 	the name o fees; and the judges and ...ler 
---ttittat thi. 	moment, took perquisites, 

under the names oti  fees also. 
Formerly, indeed, they were , on a-  different 

footing; justice was much more pure now be-
tween party and party than heretofore ; for, at 
Christmas and Easter, certain customary compli- 
ments were regularly paid. 	The same prevailed 
in•the French courts, of justice before the revo-
lution ; for there, the rapporteur, who drew up 
a summary of the cause, was spiced*,  and it 
was not uncustomary to send a handsome wo-
man with a nosegay, a thing become so common 
at length, that a name was affixed to it, which 
• proved its frequency—such a lady being denomi- 
nated a solliceteuse, or female solicitUr. 

He believed the truth wits, thatiall the judges 
in 	France 	considered themselves 	entitled 	to 
epices before judgment ; whereas in England 
sums were exacted by the officers of the chan-
cellor, in his name, for seals, &c. after it. 

Jt was observed, on the other band, that it, 

La epico, 
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had been proved, in full parliament, that the me; 

qiial servants of BaCon had taken money, and 
with. his privity : that his punning reply to his 
domestics the day after his disgrace, ,when...they t, 
arose as usual on his entering the hall, " pit - 	.."---. 	..e......., 
down, my masters; for your rise has been my 
fall,' seemed to indicate this, setting direct proof 
aside; that his ingratitude to the earl of Essex, 
who had generously presented him with the ma-
nor of Twickenham, because he had failed in a 
suit to Elizabeth for his preferment, and whom he . 
afterwards persecuted with a degree of violence 
• / 	• 	• 	• 	• 	• 	• 	• 	• 	• 

"I thought we were talking of corruptiti; • . 	. 	. 	. 	look narrowly into this business, 
and' you will find ,that his - sentence was never 
executed — that he was afterwards munitioned 
to parliament — that he was chastened, as may 
be seen by his latter writings, by adversity, and 
that the whole charge must be allowed to have 
been of a very equivocal nature, for it originat-
ed in a court intrigue, during bad times." 

On another occasion that occurred a few days 
after, the conversation happened to be directed 
towards the origin of nations. This naturally led 
to a consideration of the acknowledged antiquity 
of Asia, and the p'olitical effects produced by its 

' peculiar geology and geography. 	My host ob- 
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served, that its fruitful and extensive plains h;ul 
proved a curse instead of a blessing, as they (N. 
posed the inhabitants -  to the cupidity of every 

' amirteror, and the despotism of every ruler, 
whether nabob, raAth, mogul, or emperor. 	The 

--TWIlity of natiorls, he added, was 	always 
vreatest when 	they  secular and 	ecclesiastical 
point's were united in the same person, as no de-
gree of absurdity then appeared too gross or too 
surprising :, had Herodotus told us of a boy-
god, of rrounded by a troop of priests, who sold 
pastils, composed of his excrements, to his blind 
and infatuated worshippers, who purchased and 
6fen devoured them, would any one have given 
credit to the father of history ? And yeettis nra40  
notoriously the fact in respect to.  the Deli-lama, 
to whom Mr. Hastings had sent a splendid em- 
bassy 1 	 . 	. 

The barren mountains of Europe were favour-
able to the genius of the people ; their coldness 
produces health ; their sterility requires Indus- 

. try — both eminently advantageous 	to 	thq 
expansion of their corporcAl and mental fa- 
culties. 	No greater curse could attend a nation 
than spontaneous and unearned productions ! 

Commerce was, at first, friendly to liberty. 
This was evinced by the early history of the Ye- 

. netians, the Genoese, the Pi:ians, and all the na- 
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tions of Italy Which happened to possess domi-
nions on the shores of the Mediterranean, or the, 
Adriatic. Great companies, too, when trade was 
in its infancy, might be advantageous, nay ne-
cessary ; but, in a certain stage of society, they 
were dangerous, and always servilely leaned to-
wards that power, by which alone their mon- 
strous monopolies could be supported. 	Even 

. within his remembrance, commerce had 'changed 
its character and .complexion. 	He,could recol- 
lect when a merchant was a great, noble, and in-
dependent character, with somewhat of the stuff 
of tie Greshams and the Barnar&, of a' former 
day, in them! 	They were strangers at court, 

'and fiercely jealous of a minister : it was partly 
to the Merchants of London, that we were in-
debted for 'the revolution ; they helped to bring. 
in the family now on the throne ; and they 
evinced their zeal in its behalf on the breaking 
out of the rebellion, in 1745. 

But at 	present their character Was etitirely 
changed; they bad become fond of titles,; they 
repaired to court ; they frequented the levies of 
the great ; they sighed after knighthood and 
the baronetage : a banker had been actually made 

' a, peer ! 	Their character, as a body, too, was al- 
tered in other respects ; in his time, the cry, the 
clamour, was always for peace I peace I 	This 
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was natural indeed, as they profited by it than ; 
but it was otherwise now, for the howl' w,i, cur' 
War! war I and, to his utter astonishment, Ite 
had heard, that, on the renewal of hostilities, 
three distinct huzzas had been uttered at the 
RoYal Exchange.. He suspected, 	that their 
chief trade, •at this :Moment, consisted of con- 
tracts, demurrage., lthins, and discounts!! 	What 
must all this end, in 3., 

. 	The influence of the crown, in the language 
of his old friend *, 'f  had increased, and was in- 
creasing ;" and, 	notwithstanding appearances, 
he thought, that it not only " ought," but would, 
one day, "be diminished;" for the people, at 
large, only wanted to be better informed : there 
had been,And he believed there still was, a large 
portion of sound .sense distributed throughout 
the nation ; he had twice or thrice tried to arouse 
this, and constantly succeeded. 	On these occa- 
sions, the press was the most potent engine 
	 but, at present, it was either converted 
to the purposes of power or of party. 	This was 
evinced, in an eminent degree, by the newspa- 
papers 	0 	He had, once or twice in his 
life, set up a newspaper, for the sole purpose of 
,opening the, eyes of the people.; but he found 

• . 
* M. Dunning, afterwatislord Ashburton, 	• 
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this a hopeless task : for, if unsuccessful, he was 
obliged to pay for the want of success ; and, if 
prosperous, it was constantly bought off! 	He 
had now' some doubts, whether .they did most 
good or harm; certain he was, that there was no 
greater enemy of public liberty than a venal 
press. 

One circumstance was not a little surprising : 
this was, that all the writers, reporters, &c., ap-
pertaining to the daily pulilications, were, to a 
man, in their hearts, friendly' to the public .. cause ; and were only prevented by the opposing 
interests of their 	employers,' from 	declaring 
loudly in behalf of it. 	They bad now become a 
most formidable body ; it was the terror of 
them alone, that kept the gallery of a certain 
assembly open — to such as chose to pay for 
permission to enter! 	They had lately some dis- 

George T 	 he 	knew, pute with 	 , whom 	well 
and had determined, one and all, not to take. 
notice 	of any thing 	he said in the house; • 
which, as he understood, mortified him not a 
little; and, indeed, almost reduced him to si-
lence ; for Avho would 'speak to the members 
only i . 	. In consequence of a question relative to a ce- 
lebrated barrister, he observed, that, in the in-
fancy of establishments, and at all great public 
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crises, 	the gentlemen of the 	long robe di 
tinzuisbed themselves on 	the side of libOrt • 
This was evinced in a peculiar manner, during 
the petty disputes that agitated the little repub-
lic of Geneva, as well as amidst the far grander 
events of the American revolution, when Ran-
dolph, Adams; and a crowd of young lawyers 
stepped forward; .and, while one party put arms 
into the bands, these put arguments in the mouths 
of their countrymen. 	As to the English.  bar, it 
had experienced a kind of gangrene of late 
years ; but be recollected Norton, and Dunning, 
and Glynn ; whom had we now to equal them? 

On being reminded of a great, able, and in-
trepid lawyer, be observed : 

" Yes, I must allow that sir Samuel possesses 
much merit and intrepidity ; — he is truly% re-
spectable man, and, I verily believe, has been al-
ways uniformly the same — but bath Romilly 
and Erskine are singular men ; and, while I 
quote the rule, you bring forward the excep-
tions, which is a fine way of arguing trill),  ! 

lie then lamented greatly, that, during some 
recent adjustment with the judges, all fees and 
emoluments whatsoeyer, had not been cut off, 
particularly tile patronage exercised by two of 
the chief jnstirci over the jails under their im- 
mediate jurisdiction. 	He was' not for a nig- 
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gardly compromise, but a liberal remuneration ; 
and, while on this subject, he again mentioned the 
difficulties which the earl of Moira had experi-
enced, on all occasions, from lawyers of every de-
scription, when he advocated the cause of the 
unhappy debtors. Ile afterWards delisred an eu-
logium on the talents and humanity of, this 
nobleman; "whose head and heaft were both 
too good to be suffered to rule this country." 

A gentlenum present having observed, that he 
bad been that day at the Exchequer, when a wo-
man was suffered to give evidence against her 
own husband, in a revenue cause, contrary to, 
the principle laid down by All the other courts, 
" that any person who could not be heard 
fi►r, should not be heard against another ?' he 
instantly testified his indignation ; and, during 
the discussion of both this and the former sub-
ject, made use of some severe expressions, which 
I decline to insert. 

In the course of the evening, the conversation 
turned on the degree of liberty enjoyed by the 
people during the middle ages. 	On this occa- 
sion, he launched out into well-merited enco-
miums on the trial by jury and the systom of re-i 
presentation, both of whicy appear to have been 
peculiar` to the northern nations. 	But, in the 
portion or happiness and freedom attributed to 

2D 2 
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the great majority of the people, I could by no 
means agree, as they were actually slaves, being 
either villeins regardant, or villeins en grosse. 
Who, in our days, from the spirited and manly 
opposition of the house of assembly of the , 
islandof Jamaica, to every invasion on the rights, 
privileges, and property of the planters, would 
infer, that the black inhabitants were happy, 
free, and independent ? 	And yet it is evident, 
that the landholders only, among our ancestors, 
were in the condition of whites, 	while 	the 
peasantry, long after the Norman conquest, ap- 
,pear to all intents and purposes to have been 
ne,,,,aroes ! , 

In 1810, ,Mr. Tooke told me, with a smile, 
that he intended to make me one of his heirs ! 
He then, in a strain of jocularity observed, that 
he had determined to part with all his property 
before his death. — Sir Francis was to have his 
library; and he intended to present me with a 
copying machine, which had been given him by 
Mr. Bolton, a Very ingenious man, of great me-
chanical abilities, who had retained him con- 
cerning the patent for it. 	He added, that if he 
left his friends any thing by will, they might be 
exposed either to the Customary operation of the 
old, or the penalties incident to some vew legacy 
tax ; for money would be soon wanted, and there 
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was no knoiying holy to elude fiscal rapacity, 
but by an immediatd distribution. 

0 
a. 

Accordingly, in the course of a few days, 
man, 	accompanied 	by a horse and cart, 

brought me the legacy. 	On returning thanks, 
I received the following notes 	• 	. 

• " Wimbledon, October 22,' .1810. 
" DEAR SIR, 	. 	 , 

" I am much obliged to you, 'and think you 
" honour me by your acceptance. 	I hope the 
e4  machine and mahogany table came to you 
" safe, and am very truly .' 

44 ' Your affectionate humble servant, 
" J. HORN E TOOKE," 

" My secretarytakes this opportunity of pre- 
" senting her compliments and her sister's to 
44  Mrs. S." 

The following is the last letter I ever received 
from Mr. Tooke. 

Wimbledon, October 3, ISM 
' " DEAR SIR, 	 . . 

0 
" I received' most punctually the catalogue, 
and am much obliged to you'for it. 	I receive 

if (with much' cordiality) your kind offers of scr- 
" vice ; and will certainly avail myself of them, 

   
  



406 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	1811. 

44  quando dignus vindice nodus. 	Do not forget 
44  to make all our comphinents acceptable to. 
44  Mrs. S. &c. 	I am, dear sir, 

" Your faithful humble servant, 
. 	. 	 " J. HoaNE 'rooKE." . 	. 

• 
An incident that occurred about this period is 

highly deserving of notice, 	as it evinces thO 
public spirit of Mr. Tooke towards the close of 
his existence, aiid is eminently (tharaeteristic of l  
his temper, disposition, and habits, throughout 
the whole 'of his life. 	About a twelvemonth 
before his death, a demand was made on him 
by a tax-gatherer for fourpence-halfpenny, under 
the denomination of " tenantry," in the annexed 
bill, which I have carefully transcribed with my 
own hand from the original : 

,, 29th Mats, 1811. 
i 	" JOHN HORNE TOOKE, pCt. ' 

" One half year's property 	. 	. 
" Himself 	 '3 11 	0 
41 . Tenantry 	- 	1) 	0' 	41 
" Stamp  	0 '0 

" „C.3 11 • 62" 
Being unable to account fog;• the third article, 

which was a new charge against his freehold at 
Wimbledon, awl making it a point to act with 
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a scrupulous punctilio in every thing concerning 
taxes, he demanded;,' lin explanation fran the 
collector, 	and was told that it respected the . 
tithe of IL ns. 6d. to the clergyman. Still more 
dissatisfied than before, 	be insisted oil being 
made acqUainted with the precise grounds of a 
novel impost, thus attempted to be le'vied with-
otit the authority of an act of parliament ? ON 
this it was replied, " that he and the rest of the 
parishioners of Wimbledon had agreed with the 
rector, either according to a modus, or a compo-
sition ; they of course, therefore, rented Weir 
tithes, and must pay accordingly, as was cus-
tomary with tenants.  

it was in vain that Mr. Tooke stated the dis4-
milarity of the two cases ; that he insisted on the 
injustice of an illegal, and the 'impolicy of a 
forced levy, which would redound to the dis-
credit of a government that never did, and never 
possibly could couutenanc'e such an unauthorised 
demand : the only rejoinder he was able to ob-
tain was, " that the charge in question had been . 
Made by the express privity, consent, and or-
tters of his m'ajesty's commissioners." 

This now begat to assume a formidable shape. 
It was exactly one of those public questions 
which the subject of these memoirs bad ever 
been aesirons .to agitate throughout the whole 
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course of his life ! The demand of fouqence 
halfpenny, considered in 41 pecuniary point of 
view, was too contemptible for a moment's hesi-
tation ; although this circumstance alone, with 
a modekate and prudent man, would have ope-
rated as an insuperable objection to all cavil or 
altercation. 	But it was far different in respect to.  

,the person now applied to. He immediately con-
templated it in the light of a national concern : 
an unjust charge,' affecting not one solitary indi-
vidual alone, but almost every proprietor and 
occupier of lands in the kingdom ; and, above all, 
as calculated to levy a new tax, amounting to se-
veral hundreds of thousand pounds, without au-.  
thority of the legislature. He accordingly deemed 
a resistance not only proper, but highly merito- 
rious. 	It was the refusal of a paltry demand, 
that, while it ennobled the efliots, andr.  gave 
lustre to the character of John Hampden*, to-
wards the middle of the 17th century, exposed 
the illegality of'that vexatious tax called ship- 

* " Had Mr. Hampden," observes a celebrated writer, 
,, reasoned and acted like the moderate men of these days, 
instead of hazarding his whole fortune in a law suit with the 
crown, he would hae quietly paid the twenty shillings de-
mended of him, the Stuart family would have probably con-
tinued upon the throne, and, at this moment, the h»positiokt 
of ship•money would have been an acknowledged prerogative 
of the crown." 
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money ; and although now become aged and in-
firm, Mr. Tooke determined; at the beginning of 
the 19th, not to tolerate an impost, which was, in 
his opinion, ,equally Unconstitutional. 	He ac- 
cordingly paid all the deMands against him 
with his usual punctuality, this only excepted,' 
respecting which he set the collector at defiance, 

'desiring him to distrain at his peril. 	The latter,. 
who was a very civil man, residing in the vil-
lage, returned a few days'afterwards,, and look-
ing about fort what might prove least incommo-
dious. to the family, seized on a tea-chest, which 
happened to be the property of miss Harte. 
This, however, on mature deliberation, .was re-
turned before any steps could be taken to re-
plevio the property, and try the question in a 
court, of justice. 	But the effect was not lost.' A 
lady of quality in that neighbourhood, on hear-
ing cif the rejection of this demand on the part 
of a man so well skilled in the laws,' mmediate-
ly refused to comply wlith a similar demand ; the 
rumour was soon circulated throughout the 
.whole parish, and in the course of a few days, . 
nothing short of a general levy could have en- 
forced.this extraordinary surcharge. 	. 

I have been told, indeed, that the commis- 
6ioners Avere angry that the trial should have 
been first made on such a man ; but I am ra-, 
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Cher inclined to think, that the whole business 
originated in the error of some inferior depart-
ment ; and that these gentlemen would never 
have ,either risked, or sanctioned such an odious 
measure. • Could it be possible for them to have 
done so, most assuredly a more improper per-
son, to make the experiment on, could not 
have been selected in the vicinity of the metro-
polis. 

I dined at Wimbledon with Mr. Tooke, on 
January 19, 1811. 	Sir Francis was there — 
and our host, as be had often done before, ad-
vised him to resign — Mr. Tooke's legs filling 
with water, which increased towards bed-time. 
He spoke of his approaching end with calm-
ness' and resignation — compared his present 
state to a journey— said that be had arrived at 
a new stage -- would soon get to another, and 
be added gaily, " that he should, die upwards, 
exactly as he had always wished ) so as to be 
left in full possession of his senses to the last." 

I apprehend, that the idea of dying upwards, 
by which he meant that the distemper would 
prove fittatas it extended from the extremities, 
was allusive to what Swift once said of himself, 
when looking at the top of a tree, which had 
been blasted by lightning, and who Thus indi-
cated that he expected to die downwards, and f 

   
  



1811. 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	411 

first deprived of his understanding, as actually 
occurred. 	 . 

In the course of this day I saw two busts, by 
Chantry—one of sir Francis Burdett, 	d. a good 
resemblance ; the other of Mr. Tooke, as an old 
man, wasted by sickness, with a night cap on 
his head — totally unlike his former self—but 
femfully like him at the present moment. 

He spoke much tO-day on a favourite sub-
ject : " There were two forms of government — 
the Stuarts had tried one —dragooning—and 
failed. 	The•other was kfluence; both ended is 
tyranny. 	Influence soon.  degenerated into cor- 
ruption—corruption at length exhausted its own 
means —fear was then substituted ; or perhaps, 
to a remnant of corruption, was superadded au 
accession of fear — these failing, terror was sub-
stituted, and terror, as all knew, was'but ano-
ther name for tyranny?' 

On' being asked why despotism constantly 
predominated among the oriental nations ? ho 
observed, " partly from  the allied superstition 
of the people, and partly from the spontaneous 
productiOns of the soil — Europeans were free, 
from contrary causes." 

Happening to be at. Wimbledon, Sunday, 
23d of Alva, 1811, 1 saw Its legs dressed by 
Air. 	 the ---, 	surgeon and apothecary of 
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that village, and spent the whole day with Mr. 
Tooke, in company witis the young ladies and 
his nephew. 	He expected the Drs. Pearson 
and Davy, to dinner, as well as Mr. Chantry, 
who was to be employed on a bust of the latter 
for him. — A most agreeable day — and a va-
riety of subjects started, disassed, and seem-
ingly exhausted, by our host. 

On my return from a walk in the garden, I 
found him correcting. his own copy of Sh4- 
speare, and adding marginal notes. 	He told 
me, that be was very fond of this great bard, 
and had been uniformly so from his infancy. 
He had 'read his works when only seven years of 
age, even before he could understand the signi-
fication of the word mount ! which then struck 
him with a kind.  of awe, and seemed to imply 
something very terrible.  

He then talked of the late Mr. Tooke, and 
observed, " that he had tot by him, first and 
last, 	exactly 	eight 	thousand 	nine 	hundred 
pounds, a great part of which (I am , at 'a loss 
as to the precise sum) he paid to sir licancis ',Bur-
dett, for annuities to his daughters, &c." 

I again saw Mr. Horne Tooke on the 25th. 
of September, 1811. I found him sitting at a win-
dow, with a paper book before him, .and under-
stood be had been writing notes on Shakspeare. 
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He readily wheeled him ifabout, in a hand-
some black chairjjke those used by the invalids 
at.Bath, which had been lately presented by Mr. 
Jones Burdett. 	He afterwards sat down to ta- 

,.Me with us, and partook of dinner with the ut-
most cheerfulness,. 
. In the course of the afternoon he asked me, 

if I had not lately visited Edinburgh ? inquir-
ed about the Scotch literati; and entered on a 
variety of miscellaneous' subjects, supporting 
the ' conversation with great cheerfulness and 
animation. 	 S 	4 

On some allusion being made to a delicate 
"subject that at this period -engrossed the public 
conversation, he observed, " that he was privy 
to the whole transaction ; and that he had gone, 
about five 	to Mr. 	it years ago, 	 chambers, 
where he lay, during a day and night, on the sofa, 
while a neighbour of his reposed on the carpet, 
until a communication had taken place 	. 	. 	. 

- 	 After commenting, for some time, 
on a. matter which I decline insisting on, from a 
variety of reasons, he becathe very facetious and 
diverting. He spoke freely of "Jacobins," "le-
vellers," and the disaffected in general — all the 
prophets, he observed, might be classed under 
the last of these denominations, particularly 
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Jeremiah, who wa3 noQrionc for complaining of 
hard times; in short. all ,beze irPrtrlibellers, and 
nearly all perished by wana deaths, except 
Daniel, who was ttrow n into the den of the at-
torney-general, and escaped merely by a mira-
cle !"  

From the present attorney-general *, lie was 
told, he might not have escaped so easily. 

One of the company here observed, " that 
Vicary 	 " He sir 	was very violent"— 	was 

my counsel, and knew nothing of the law of 
treason, as he confessed to me, • when I first 
employed him ; but he soon obtained a masterly 
notion of the sulliect, and did me ample justice 

I 	 I 	 fil — 	never can, 	never shall speak 	of 
him!" 

The fair sex havingbecome the topic of dis- 
course, Mr. Tooke observed, 	" that ugly wo-
men were to the full as amorous as handsome 
ones, althongh the world did not believe it, and 
made but little allowance for the sighs that is-
sued from the bosom of deformity!" 

The conversation, as usual, embraced a va- 
riety of important and interesting subjects. 	In 
the course of the day, the philologist of Wim-
bledon entered on an historical detail relative to 

4  Sir Vicary Gibbs, now a joase. 
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the state of Europe. 	Pe commenced at'-the' 
earliest periods.Lvtion human societies, . which 
then flourished iriAska,. .were in their infancy 
among us. 	The dominion of the Romans made 
a great and beneficial change ; they were a po- * 
lished and enlightened nation, and, after carry' 
ing theirconquering eagles into the east, had sub-
dued and instructed the barbarians of the north. 

On their retreat, to defend the body of  the 
empire from the inoursions of the neighbouring 
tribes, new forms of government sprung up ; 
but it was reserved for the nations on the. shores 
of the Mediterranean to exhibit the first z.., (rerine 
of modern civilization. 	The chief epochs were, 
the crusades, the reformation, arid the French 
revolution. . The first was undertaken chiefly for 
the purposes of plunder, and encouraged by the 
policy of wise princes ; they thus got rid of a 
troublesome nobility, who spent their estates, and 
exhausted their* valour, by these distant, expedi- 
tions. 	As to the second of these, it was chiefly 
produced bl the labours and intrepidity of a 
single man ; 	a 	single man, 	too, 	had been 
highly instrumental in respect to the last of 
these periods ; he possessed all the qualities of a 
great geni's —he was truly. a hero *. 

, 
* If by ,the term hero, Mr. Tooke meant n great warrior, 

I agree with him entirely; for surely modern times have pos- 
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Mr. Tooke concluded ille etrenglg by con- 
versing on his own affairs. 	lie iur itioned that 
he had left the Aura, and embraced the law, 

• at 	the persuasion of Mr. W. Tooke, who 
had made him most ' ample promises, 	all ,of 
which he faithfully intended to keep, but was 
deterred by avarice. 	To induce him to throw 
off his gown, he had presented him with a 
bond, which . was still in his possession. 	He 
then alluded to a late decree of the chancellor 
iu his favour, with which he seemed exceedingly 
well pleased. 	 • 
ressed few more accomplished or more successful generals. 
Rut if by this expression is meant according to the definition 
of the ancients, the henVactor of his country, I cannot ac- 
quiesce. 	Cromwell, atm:), was a great warrior, although on a 
smaller kale ; but could he be termed a hero, after he had.  
dissolved, by military force, the form of government to which 
he had sworn allegiance, and divided England into districts, 
eagh under the command of a major-general. 	The splen- 
dour of foreign conquests can never compensate for the loss 
of domestic freedom; 	and I ma always itglignant at the 
praises lavished on successful tyranny, who tier it be in fa-
vour of Maly Ishmael, or Napoleon the Great. 

It strikes me also with wonder 	and astonishment, that 
those who advocate the cause of reform in England, should 
ever mention, without horror, the name of this man, who 
appears to 'have fresh rivetted the chains of tyranny on his 
adopted country, after they had been loosened by the revo- 
lution,--I always lamented to behold his bust at Wimbledon. 
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I find that I again repaired to Wimbledon; by 
invitation, o 	 V 	-day, the 5th of February, 11.4„....V 
1.812, being fast-c • 	,.land 	dined with the miss 
I-lartes, Mr.Tooke's nephew, 'and Mr. Dickinson, 
a gentleman in the commission of 'the peace 
For the county of Berks. 	• 	. 	. 
' 	While seated at table, a glass globe arrived 
by the coach. 	It was intended to he used with 
n Argand lamp, in the shape of a column, 
at stood on the mantle of the marble chim- 

, ney-piece, a model of which'had been recently 
ilbtained from France. 	A celebrated barrister, 
41s1 have been told, was the contriver of the 
design, which was executed under his own in- 
spection. 	The chief figure consisted of a paint- 
ed bust of the prince regent, dressed in blue ; 
among the hieroglyphicks, which I did not en-
tirely comprehend, were a hand and sword, the 
latter at some distance. 	Below was a motto, 
professing allegiance, if faithful to the constitu-
tion, and hatred, if treacherous. A certain gen-
tleman, not then present, had assured me, a 
few days before, " that his royal highness was 
with them !" which, in some measure, explain-
ed not only the allegory, but also the' origin of 
the compliment. 

Mr. Tooke partook ' of some cod-fish, with 
considerable appetite, observing gaily, at the same 
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time, that " his cook haj at It ngth takeE n his ad-
vice, and steeped it in ,,onie wittl v-a4;..r, to take. 
away the salt, during the ritliiring lalgth t." 	He 
drank some white wine, and was cheerful, al-
though the water oozed all the time front his legs, 
and the housemaid came in frequently to wipe it 
np with a towel! 	He informed me, that he had 
hired a footman to attend on himself alone ; 
and begged some one to inquire after a handy 
chambermaid; " although," added he, " I ant 
determined to be a kind master no more !" 

The conversation was miscellaneous ; 	and 
our host chiefly entertained us by a variety of 
remarks, from four to eight o'clock in the even- 
ing. 	While speaking of money, he observed, 
that the denomination of sterling, proceeded 
from the easterlings, (the merchants of Ham-
burg!), Lubeck, Bremen, &c.,) who were former.: 
ly accustomed to bring the precious metals in-
to England.  

lie mentioned Wilkes without any resent-
ment, and added, " that, on former occasions, 
the friends of liberty were but few in munber, 
but 	that, 	notwithstanding appearances, 	they 
were now numerous and opulent, and only want-
ed to be.  stimulated. When in the King's•Bench, 
for an attack on the authors of the American 
war, ht titst took to wine, 4ruV. 

 
l. drank a bottle of , 	• 
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claret a day. 	The claret was a present from a 
friend. 	........  

He was fully c 	thous " that he should die 
as soon as the running from his legs ceased; but 
although an ichor had distilled, that was of so 
caustic a nature as to eat away his toe nails, yet 
life was 	still tolerable; 	nevertheless 	he was 
ready to depart, for he had enjoyed a full draught, 
and a due portion of all its blessings." 

On taking' a ride to see him one forenoon, 
about a twelvemonth before his death, I found 
him earnestly perusing a quarto volume, and 
occasionally employed in making notes, having 
pen, ink, and paper before him for this purpose. 
He told me, that " it was professor Stuart's last 
work," and added with a smile, " I have got a 

. rod in pickle for him ;" by which I conceived 
that he was busied in preparing a reply to the 
observations ,of that gentleman. 

But notwithstanding the occasional liveliness 
of his conversation, and the actual melioration. 
of his condition, his medical attendants were 
still alarmed for the fine of their patient. 	They 
were of opinion, that his life was still preca-
rious, and one of them actually prognosticated, 
that he could not survive a relapse. 

Notwithstanding, Mr. Tooke, until within a 
few years of his death, exhibited the appearance 
of a robust frame, occasionally exerted a consi- 

2 )3 2 
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derable degree of activity, kind el laced all the 
usual 	symptoms 	iprileall 	.......)• • 	it 	is 	well ›.....0i,.. 
known, that he had been I 	L,. sill ject to disease. 
And it is not an unfair deduction, that but for 
his very temperate, 	hair' abstemious mode of 
living, during his youth, he would never have 
survived so many of his contemporaries, and 
attained the patriarchal age, at which be fortu- 
nately arrived. 	While a school-boy, 	he was 
afflicted with a complaint in the rectum, which 
continued during nearly the whole of his life, 
occasionally producing great pain and anxiety. 
It is not a little remarkable, however, that it 
became 	less intolerable during the last three 
years of his existence than at any former period; 
having been alleviated, in a great degree, on 
the appearance of the malady which proved 
mortal. 	And it is not unworthy of remark here, 
that on his first alarming illness the excellence 
of his constitution was demonstrated in 'a very 
remarkable 	manner, 	for, 	at a period when 
death seemed to be inevitable, and nothing short' 
of a very extraordinary and unexTected inter-
position could possibly save him: 'this, actually 
occurred, fur the .morbid integument, which • 
threatened a mortification, actually ckune away, 
and he instantly recovered! 

Long before this, in the year 1790, he wac 
also attacked with another complaint; Arid I am 
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now happily enabled to gratify the curiosity of 
the reader,442bs following authentic account, 
which 1 have eilit 	' derived from conversations 
with an eminent pity cian, for whom be enter-
tained a very high opinion; and as the authen-
ticity is unquestionable, and the narrativeltself 
wholly divested of technical terms, I shall most 
readily insert it in this place. 

..,..---- 

Mr. Tooke's figure was robust, and, in point 
of stature, of the middle size. But, although ap-
parently well calculated for powerful muscular 
exertion, and enjoying strong general health; it 
is however well known, that be laboured under 
a local affection from early youth, which proved 
extremely inconvenient. 	This consisted of a 
difficulty of performing one of the functions of 
nature, which obliged him to have recourse to 
a peculiar management, in 	order to transact 
business without interruption, or engage in the 
usual amusements of life. 	His natural dispo- 
sition rendered him fond of company on one 
hand, while the high gratification arising out of 
his society, made others eager to court his ac-
quaintance; and from an union of these causes 
be was frequently induced to mingle in cow% i.. 
vial parties. 
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He did not, however:Ili geuetalrindn1 e to ex-
cest in the pleasures of the t: bh,  • 90 it l e did so 
occasionally, many subsequc 	, S's were . pent so- 
berly, and often abstemionAy. 	llence none of 
his disorders during life were the effects of in- 
temperance. 	He had, indeed, some attacks of 
the gout in his lower limbs, although not very 
severely or very frequently. 	Yet they contri- 
buted to produce general swellings of the feet 
and legs, during the last eight or ten years of 
his life. 

He was accustomed to observe, in his usual 
jocular manner, that in one of the earliest fits 
of this disease, although attended by his physi-
cian daily, yet he continued to conceal from 
him that he had omitted to take his prescrip- 
tions for some time. 	The doctor, 	being at 
length astonished that none of the effects ex-
pected to. be produced had occurred, more espe-
cially as the doses had been gradually increased, 
exclaimed, " this is very extraordinary! are you 
sure you have taken all your medicines?" 

" Not one!" replied the patient, " but I mean• 
henceforth to comply;" and accordingly, from 
that moment, he always took regularly what-
ever was ordered, repeatedly promising, "that 
he would never die until the doctor gave hint 
leave." 
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Another cotnplajnt, about twenty-two years 
before his de414greatly alarmed Mr. Tooke, 'in 
consequence of "riapprehension of its being 

. calculated to render the remainder of his life 
miserable in the extreme, from the pain to which 
it would necessarily subject him. 	He was'how- 
ever assured by his physician, that it Was not 
what he supposed, but merely a hydrocele; and 
he, at the same time, advised him not to undergo 
any surgical operation until it should become 
absolutely necessary in a farther stage of the 
malady; but in the mean time, he might take 
the chance of its disappearing spontaneously; 
which actually occurred some years before his 
death. 

In 1794, while confined in the Tower, Mr. 
Tooke's health suffered generally, and the com-
plaint first alluded to increased greatly, so as to 
affect certain. of the passages; but his pleasantries 
and sallies of wit never forsook him even foram- 
ment. 	He was then attended by Dr. Pearson, 
Mr. Keate, and Mr. Cline; and on hearing them 
one day speak of the attention to be paid to the 
neck of the organ affected, he said gaily, " I an: 
much obliged to you for your kind care, in re-
spect to that particular part, and I will thank 
you to extend it to another neck, no less valu-
able, and no less in jeopardy!. 
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On his return to Wimbledcm; ',after his long 
confinement, 	Mr. Tooke enjpled ,7)od health • 
for some years, with an exc

e
544on to two or three 

attacks of an acute and pallid disorder, arising 
from gall stones. 	At length, about the year 
1807,-  the affection first alluded to, and which,  
was now considered to be irremovable, began 
to afflict him again; however it was subdued 
for the present, but recurred once more in 1808, 
and in the autumn of 1809, seemed apparently 
insuperable. 	His vigorous 	constitution, how- 
ever, did wonders for its own preservation, and, 
when all seemed to be lost, a grand effort was 
made, by which an obstruction was removed, 
that had probably been accumulating for above 
half a century. 	Nor is this all; for the com- 
plaint under which he had laboured during the 
greater part of his life, for the remainder of it 
subjected him to little pain, uneasiness, 	or ap- 
pretemsion. 

The patient, however, had now become aged, 
having already exceeded the days usually as-
signed to man—more than threescore years 
and ten—while, in addition to this, the infir-
mities arising from swelled legs produced a se- 
dentary life. 	Yet, 	all things 	considered, his 
health, at such an advanced period, must be al-
lowed to have been good; and Mr. Tooke him, 
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self was accustomed to observe, that he spent 
same of theme latter years most happily. 	To 
this, 	the 	continued' intercourse 	with 	a 	few 
friends, together with%e constant assiduity and 
attentions of his two affectionate daughters, con-
tributed not a little. 

1Vvitt a year previously to his death, the lower 
extremities, which had become dropsical, required 
more attention than Mr. Tooke would always 
allow to be bestowed. 	The power of his con- 
stitution to preserve itself, was not, however, as 
yet, by any means exhausted; this was mani-
fested in the spontaneous rupture of the skin, 
so that a large quantity of water was drained 
• off, while 	a ' good deal had 	been 	absorbed. 
Meanwhile, the' vital organs of the trunk were 
sound, and the splendid faculties of the mind 
not only still remained in full force, but occa- 
sionally burst forth with. additional lustre. 	At 
length, how4ver, as might have been expected, 
the pressure of disease produced .a, certain de-
gree of peevishness and irritability, whit'', in 
the progress of time, increased to such a pitch, 
as to prevent due care from being taken of the 
lower extremities. 

The pain occasioned by the dressings, which 
were usually performed with great cars and as- 

by Mr. 	 Wimbledon, was siduity, 	 , 	of 
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unavoidable, in the inflamed state, superinduced 
by the disorder. 	The neg.l(L(2 t 21 himself, in 
this respect, during the winter of 1811.-12, pro-
duced serious conseque&kvis., 1.vegi  these, how-
ever, were merely local, being confined to the 
legs and feet, until a few weeks before his death, 
which proceeded directly from irritation and 
mortification. 

Notwithstanding the alarming appearance of 
his disorder, it is apparent, however; from the 
following note, addressed by one of the family to 
a medical friend, that Mr. Tooke had not lost 
his appetite. 

" Wimbledon, Feb. 11, 1812. 

" We are extremely sorry to hear yon are not 
" well; pray make haste and be well, that you 
" may come and see us, for, indeed, you .are in 
" high 	favour 	both with 	the parlour 	and 
" kitchen. 	 . . 

" I believe the only difficulty is concerning 
" su 	dent sleep. 	Our patient, (or rather im- 
" patient,) is wonderfully well—eating plenty of 
" rich soup instead of coffee; in the course of 
" the day, six dozen of large oysters, with wine, 
" ale, imperial drink, milk, tea, muffins, and 
" the juice of sixteen oranges; and on Sunday 
" he drank the juice of twenty-eight! 	I wish 
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cc you would tell me what his stomach must he 
" lined with ;4 think it must be gold. 

" Adieu, that you may soon be well, is the 
.4' _anxious wish of 

" Yours, 'tko," 

The above letter forcibly demonstrates the 
entire state of the organs of digestion, until 
within but little 	more than a month of his 
demise; .and it is but reasonable to conjecture, 
that the valuable life of this great man was ca-
pable of being protracted many years, but for 
the neglect already alluded to, which can only 
be attributed to himself. 	He could not be pre- 
vailed upon to submit to the painful and some-
times tedious operation of dressing his legs, and 
notwithstanding life did not seem displeasing to 
him, yet he perhaps shortened the span of his 
existence by declining .the means necessary to 
its preservation. 

As I did not take any notes after this period, 
I shall here insert a few miscellaneous facts 
and observations, which I colieFted at different 
periods, but have been unable to arrange under 
their specific dates. 

To Mr. Arthur Murphy, Mr. Tooke enter-
tained a rooted diSlike during the whole of his 
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life. 	When the, subject of this memoir had in- 
terested himself in the trial of thcjennedys, for 
the wanton murder off  a harml17, and inofien,tive 
man, on Westminster liridge ; and, not4ith-
stand* the king's pardon- at the intervention of 
the titled paramour of their sister, a noted wo-
man of that day, hoped to obtain justice by the 
extraordinary measure of an " appeal of blood," 
this gentleman stepped in between them and 
the levs. 	The widow Bigby, the nominal pro- 
secutor, was tempted by him, with a sum of 
money, to desist ; 	and, 	after some hesitation 
between duty and avarice, 	actually accepted 
of three hundred pounds, which had been offered 
her in paper, on condition, that, to prevent the 
risk of forgery, the bank notes were concerted 
into gold! 

He also accused Mr. Murphy of going to, a 
common friend, immediately before his own trial 
for treason, with the express intention of inducing 
him to withdraw his support, under pretext, 
" that a plot had actually existed ; that the proof 
was complete; and that Tooke, and all his asso-
ciates, would assuredly be executed !" 

He told me, a  that, at one period of his life, 
be frequently attended the playhouses ; and, as 
Ile had witnessed the performances of Garrick, 
and all the great actors, during the Augustan 
age of theatrical exhibitions in, this country, it 
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is but little surprising, that be should have ra-
ther undervrflued our modern heroes and he- 
roines. 	He was desirous, however, on the ap- 

.-prearauce of the modern Rosehis, to see him ; 
and an interview accordingly took place at Dr. 
Pearson's. 	11r. Betty afterwards visited him at 
Wiinbledon, when great indignation was ex-
pressed by his host, at the officious alterations in 
the text of Shakspeare, by the commentators. 
Ile seized this occasion to designate several.  pre-
tendell emendations, proceeding entirely from the 
ignorance of the editors. 

Among others, the verses in Macbeth, com-
monly recited thus : 

if trembling, I inhibit thee 
Protect 	baby me; the 	of a girl 

Instead of, 
if 	I inhabit trembling 	then; 

Protect, &c. 

Young Betty, on the first representation, sub-
sequently to this interview, recited the text ex-
actly after the manner indicated by Mr. Tooke ; 
and I have been assured, that Mr. Ketnble soon 
after did the same. 	His guest, indeed, was par- 
ticularly attentive to Mr. Tooke's admonitions ; 
more especially, bow to manage so as to pro-
duce the greatest possible effect in regard to the 
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quarrel in Douglas ; and, it is but fair to all; 
that his entertainer, on the other hand, expres.,ed 
a high sense of the genius of the boy-actor. 

It has been observed, in another place, tha: 
Mr. Tooke, from his childhood, had conceli (.41 
a high opinion of Shakspeare ; 	and there is 
some reason to think; that it was the last book 
opened by Lim anterior to his dissolution. There 
can be no manner of doubt, indeed, but that the 
text of the immortal bard was the last subject 
that occupied his literary labours. 

He was not only an admirer, but actually a 
devotee in respect to him. 	He regretted, for 
many years, that a new edition of the first folio 
bad not been given to the public, as this was 
the text most to be relied on. 	Talking one day 
on this subject, at a dinner party, consisting of 
men of letters, Dr. Maine not only approved of 
the idea, but proposed a subscription, by way of 
forwarding the undertaking; and, it is said, we 
are indebted to this incident for the publication 
which has since taken place. 

It was, however, less as a poet than a moralist, 
that he seemed to delight in Shakspeare. 	He 
accordingly contemplated this great bard as one 
intimatelracquainted with the inmost recesses 
of the heart of man, and familiar with the 
springs of human action. 	Net work, in his opi- 
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nion, was better calculated to teach the duties of 
private life r'und, disagreeing as he did, on other 

. occasions, with Dr. Samuel Johnson, yet be 
—.was ready with him to allow, " as it was said of 

Euripides, that every verse was a precept ; 'so 
it might be said of Shakspeare, that his plays are 
filled with practical axioms and domestic wis-
dom ; and that a system of civil and economical 
prudence may be gathered from them *." 

In proportion to his admiration of Shakspeare, 
Mr. Tooke entertained great ill-will to those 
who had encumbered his text with their notes, 
Mr. George Steevens only excepted. 	He evinced 
a mortal dislike, indeed, to all such as were of 
the school of Don Ignacio de Ipigna. 

Mr. Tooke was accustomed to speak in terms 
of admiration of the two following authors : 

1. Nicholas Machiavelli, born at Florence to-
wards the middle of the fifteenth century, (1469,) 
appears ,to have been worthy of his esteem ; for 
be was, doubtless, one of the mot singular and 
able men, that modern times have beheld. 	His 
powers were so extensive, and, at the same time, 
so various, that he attempted almost every spe-
cies of composition, and excelled in each ; for, 
like Voltaire, in our own times, he was at once 

* Preface to Johnson's Shakspeare, P. 5- 
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an historian *, a biographer f, and a poet 1:. 
He turned his attention, indeed, toisrabjects with.. 
which that celebrated personage, notwithstarl-
ing his life of Charles XII, appears to hay • 
been wholly unacquainted ; 	for, in addition t(• 
the qualifications already enumerated, he was 1 
ksoldier and a statesman, having written with 
equal skill on the art of war.§ and the science 
of government 11.  

Of two of his works in particular, Mr. Tooke 
always professed a very high estimation. 	The 
one was - " II Principe," in which he has exhi-
bited a great knowledge of human affairs ; and, 
on looking into cap. iii, "De i Principa;ti rnisti," 
I find- that he has pointed out the principles on 
which the English constitution is founded; as 
well as the means by which it is balanced— 
librata ponderibus suis. 	The . other, entitled 

4,  cli ono,  libri delle Historic riorentine, di. Nicola Ma-
chiavelli Cittadino et Secretario Fiorentino, al santissimo et 
beatissirno padre 4ignore Nostro Clemente VII, Pont. Mas-
simo. 

t. La Vita di Castrucci° Castracani,da Lucc;i, discritta da 
Nicol° Machiavelli, et mandata a Zanobi Buondelroonti et a 
Luigi ..Alainani suo Amicissimi. 

1, Operette di Nicolo Machiavelli : 	1. L'ilsino D'Oro goat. 
tro capitol; in rima tern ; Due Comedic, la Mundragoia et 
Is Clitia, &c. 

§ Sette Libri Dell'arte della Guerra. 
3 II Principe. 
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" Discorsi sopra la prima Deca di T. Livio," 
was often 'alluded to by hint also, as a master-
piece of human knowledge : and I well recollect, 

,that, on being asked, "if Machiavel, who pointed 
ont the arts of tyranny with so much force 
and precision, was really a friend to liberty ?" 
The reply was, " What did he undergo torture 
for then ?" 

2. He frequently quoted, and often referred 
to the works of George Buchanan, whom he 
considered as . the ornament of the age in which 
lie lived. 	It was, however, his celebrated work, 
" De Jure Regni apud Scaos," that was so 
much admired by the politician of Wimble- 
don. 	He observed, that it did not appear, 
from any good authority, that the preceptor of 
king James was ever prosecuted for this tract, 
although it was prohibited by an act of the 
Scotch parliament, in 084. 	It seems to have 
been referred to but seldom, during the disputes 
that led to the civil war in England, except by 
Algernon Sidney, who quoted it twice ; and yet, 
after the restoration, Charles II published a pro- 
clamation for its suppression. 	The following 
passage was often mentioned by him with ap-
probation.  

" B. 	tJter 	 ltabet ab al- - 	auctoritatem 
ter° ? 	Rexne a lege an Lex a liege ? 

M. Rex a Lege. 
VOL. II. 	 2 F 
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" B. Unde id colligis ?  
" Quia non Rex legi sed lex Regi coercendo • 

quaesita est. 	Et a lege id ipstun habet, (pet 
RexRex est : nam absque ea Tyrannus est. 

44  B. Lex igitur Rege potentior est, ac vellii 
rectrix, et moderatrix et cupiditatutn et actiu- 
num ejus. 

" B. Uter potentior, populns an lex ? 
64 11/. Universns, opinor, poplins," 
I have some reason to think, that his own book 

on language was written iii form of a dialogue in 
imitation of Buchanan.  

Mr. Tooke held Milton in high esteem, and 
took all occasions to praise his genius, and vin- 
dicate his character. 	Mr. Wharton, for having 
animadverted on a heinistic in "Corpus," was 
told, " that he meant not so much to cavil at 
Milton's expression, as to seize an impertinent 
opportunity of recommending himself to the 
powers which be, by a cowardly insult on the 
dead and persecuted author's memory, and on 
the aged, defenceless constitution of his country." 

The author of the " Diversions of Purley," 
frequently quoted the celebrated " Defensio pro , 
Populo ;" and although not a republican, like 
Milton, yet they both seem to have agreed as 
to the conduct observed towards grades I * • 

* " 

 

Earn animi magnitudinem vobis, 3 rives, injecit Deus, 
it devictum annis vcstris et deditium regcmjudicio inclyto 
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He was also a great admirer of Locke. 	Of 
this illustrious Englishman, he was accustomed 
to observe, in the language of Ben Jouson, 
while speaking of ShakspearF, " I reverence 
him on this side of idolatry." 	In respect to his • 
work on " Government," however, he did not 
Seelll to think that he went so far as might 
have been expected, for he 	remarks, " that 
Locke had written enough to justify the as-
sumption of the government by king William, 
and no' further" 

Voltaire was not a favourite with him. 	He 
wrld not allow any merit to this celebrated 
Frenchman, who excelled in so many different 
departments. 	Mr. Tooke would 	not suffer 
him to be 	compared to any of our great , 
English literary characters, and was 	accus- 
towed to: pronounce him " inferior in every 
thing — infetior.as a poet, a biographer, and an 
historian." 	He forgot, at that moment, that 
he had been A dramatic writer, else his skill 
and success in that art would also have been of- 

judicare .et comlemnatum punire, primi mortalium non du-, 
laitaretis. 	Postim facings tarn illustre nihil humile ant an- 
gustium, nihil non magnum atque excelsum et cogitare ci 
facere debetis . 	. 	. amore libertatis, justitiat, honestatia, 
patrix denique caritate accensos, tyrannuon puriciSse 

Joan. Nilton4 pro Populo Anglican& Dckasio. 
2 F 2 
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fered up, Perhaps, as a 'sacrifice on the same 
altar ! 

To Dr. Johnson I have often heard him ex-
press his dislike, in terms replete with indig, 
pity. 	Even after Mr. Seward communicated to 
him, that the great lexicographer had mentioned 
his talents with respect, and intended to profit 
by his labours, in case a new edition of his work 
should be called for during his life-time, he was 
accustomed to mention his philological toils 
with scorn. 	On the other hand, he frequently 
declared, that he could not read the preface to 
his " Dictionary" without shedding tears at the 
unmerited misfortunes of a scholar and a man of 
letters. 

Mr. Tooke, as a zealous admirer of the an-
cient constitution of England, was accustomed 
to refer to the learned Hottoman's " Franco- 
Gallia," by way of proving that all Europe was 
originally governed on similar principles. 	Ile 
also mentioned the preface to the English trans-
lation, by lord Molesworth, an author patron-
ized by king William, and ennobled by George 
I, as a work worthy of an Englishman. 

Of " Blackstone's Commentaries," he was w  
accustomed to say, " that it was a good gentle- 
man's law-book, clear, but not deep." 	He did 
not approve of sir William's definitions, and 
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observed, that his' explanation of law, as "a rule 
of conduci," meant no more than if he had 
said, " that law was law." 	I well recollect his 
animadversions on the change of public opi-
nion respecting the Vinerian Professor, whence 
he inferred something very like degeneracy on 
the part of the nation : for he observed, " that 
when the ' Commentaries' first made their ap-
pearance, they were esteemed so little friendly 
to freedom, as to be quoted on the side of 
power; but he bad lived long enough to find 
them cited on the side of liberty !" 

There is reason to suppose, that Mr. Tooke 
not only admired, but often imitated Dr. Swift; 
whom he resembled, not only as to his original 
profession, but also in many of his peculiarities. 
Like hint, he detested foreign idioms, and, on 
all occasions, gave a decided preference to his 
native language, which be considered as fully 
competent to disclose the meaning of any ra- 
tional creature. 	The structure of his sentences, 
and even the punctuation ofthis earlier works, 
appear to be formed after the example of the 
(lean of St. Patrick. 

Isi 	He 	was 	accustomed, with him,' to 	define 
" party"—" the madness 'of many, for the gain 
of a few." 	Like him, too, he was $ometimes 
ready to affirm, that, of the two great politica) 
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bodies in this country, " the tories were the 
most honest." 	As for the Whigs, the doctor 
himself could not have bated them more cor-
dially, but yet their motives were entirely ciii, 
ferent. 	They had denied 	preferment 	to the 
Irish dignitary, and persecuted his best friends :, 
on the other band, they were supposed, by the 
English philologist, " to have superadded hypo-
crisy to a factious spirit, by having constantly 
pledged themselves, when out of office, to what 
they never meant to perform when in power." 

With the entertaining biographer of Dr. John-
son, Mr. Tooke told me, he had had some trifling 
dispute, which was ended like those of two Cel-
tic chiefs, in a trial of strength, more antiquo—
with this difference,' however, that the beverage 
was. not metblegin, or the vases out of which 
they drank their potations, the skulls of their 
enemies ! Mr. Boswell, dining one day at Dolly's, 
along with a company of which Mr. Tooke con-
stituted a part, some little altercation unfortu- 
nately ensued, an 	the former is said to 	have 
left the room because the latter happened to 
exclaim, "d—n it !" 

This, to be sure, was indecorous, but not tin 
unpardonable offence, in the eyes of a man pos- 

	

tiessed of so much good humour. 	Accordingly, 
happening to meet at a gentleman's house, soon 

r ,7". 	,, • 	..,,i 
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after, Mr. Boswell proposed to make up the 
breach —.on 	the 	express condition, however, 
that they should drink a bottle of wine each 
between the toasts! 	But Mr. Tooke would not 
give his assent,, unless the liquor should be 
brandy. 	This was accordingly agreed to by both 
parties ; 	and, by • the time a quart had been 
qUaffed, the laird of .Auchinleck was left sprawl-
ing on the floor 1 

I atti unacquainted with the extent of human 
power in respect to trials of this kind, or the 
retentive capacity of any, single man at a sitting, 

• but I have beard a Kentish gentleman declare, 
in the presence of his friends .and neighbours, 
who most readily concurred in the 	assertion, 
" that he had drank as much wine as would 
float a seventy-four-gun ship!" 

Mr. Tooke once told me, that, after he had 
attained the age of fifty, the canals of the human 
body began to be clogged up, by the constant wear 
and tear of half a century. 	In allusion to this, 
he was accustomed to relate an anecdote of a man 
of fortune, 	who kept 	a fine carriage, nicely 
poised and adjusted for his friends, while he him,: 
self always rode in one without springs. Accord-
ingly, he was a great advocate for a jolt, as, ac-
cording to him, it tended not a little to remove 
obstructions. 	While residinein that neighbour- 
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hood, Brentford presented ample opportunities 
for this indulgence, being, until lately; the worst 
paved town in Great Britiain ; and even after 
his removal to Wimbledon, when be supposed 
himself to stand in need of a little jumbling, 
he was accustomed to pass along Putney Bridge 
in a post-chaise, and, on entering London, gave 
orders to the postillion to drive, for a couple of 
hours, up and down the roughest of the' streets ; 
after which he returned home, not a little invigo-
rated and refreshed. 

   
  



CHAPTER. IX. • 

1812. 

His Death and Character. 

MR. Tooke had now attained an advanced 
age, and the fatal scene was about to close on 
him for ever. 	-11e• still continued to bear his 
fate with undaunted resolution, and was never 
once heard to complain. 	His . mind, indeed, 
seemed at times to be occupied with those cares 
incident to men who expect to live for many 
years; and when not overwhelmed with disease, 
he took a delight, in planning future improve-
ments. 

But a few months before his death, he had 
determined to alter his whole establishment, and, 
appeared busy in preparing for a long period of 
enjoyment. 	He accordingly raised his walls, 
repaired his stables, paved his yard, papered, 
and in part, actually furnished his house anew. 
Ile, at the same time, planned a•cnueli-dtive in 

   
  



442 	LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	iS 1 2. 

form of a semi-circle before his entrance door, 
with a handsome gate at each end. 	• 

A new aniangetnent also was to take place in 
his household. 	He intended to have a servant 
oot (f livery, to wait on himself; and when any 
thing happened not to be dressed exactly to 
his mind, he would threaten to have a French_ 
cook 

' Indeed, he actually expended many hundred 
pounds in some of these projects, and had he 
lived but a year or two longer, it is more than 
probable, that be would have greatly injured his 
fortune. 	As lie was unable to superintend his 
improvements, as formerly, in person, they Were 
not always executed in the best manner, or on 
the most economical terms. 	The pavement 
leading to his house was so rough, that, in or-
der to avoid encountering it, a regular foot-
path was formed on each side; and the visitors 
walked every where, " but along the path des- 
tined for them." 	No visible advantage was de- 
rived from heiihtening .his garden wall ; the 
coach-house was not destined to receive a car-
riage., as be never permitted any to stand there; 
and as for his stables, no horse but one, be-
longing to his nephew, ever entered them ; and 
indeed, after they were fitted Up, that gentle. 
man's chaise was always sent to the inn. 	Even, 
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in respect to his own tomb, a material omission 
had occurred ; for, in consequence of not being 
under-drained, it was occasionally liable to be 
over owed ; and was nearly full of water at the 
time of his decease. 

The -wish of Mr. Tooke that his corpse might 
be deposited in his garden, without ceremony 
and without ostentation, was very common in 
former times, and is not singular in our own 
age : one instance exactly similar occurred in the 
case of Baskervillc, the celebrated printer; and 
another nearly so, in that of Mr. Thomas Hollis, 
wlio, after employing more than , half his law 
&hum to the noble purpose of rescuing the 
works of departed genius from the rust of time, 
and the support and defence of the liberties of 
his country, died in 1774, and was buried, ac-
cording to his desire, in one of his own fields, 
at Coroscombd, in Devonshire. 	 f 

The following is the last letter ever penned 
by Mr. Tooke. It was written exactly twenty-
one days before his death, and-is fuldressed to 
Dr. Pearsou, in consequence of =6aving heard ,- 
that lie had been bitten by a mad dog. 

fs lrimbledon, Feb. 20, 1812. 
MY DEAR SIR, 
44  Though 1 have forborne to write, because I 

if would 'not be troublesome, yet I OM very 
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" anxious about your health. 	For God's sake, 
" let some of your family tell me 'how you 
" are. 

" J. H. Toois:E." 

Immediately after this the patient became • 
worse, and he talked no more of future im-
provements. But no change Whatsoever appears 
to have taken place in respect to his firmness 
and resolution. 

Death, the very sound of which seems so 
dreadful to others, bad no terrors in store for 
him. 	Even his facetiousness did not seem to a 
abandon him on this occasion ; for be declared 
himself fully prepared for the last act of the tra-
gedy ;, and ridiculed the fears of the citizen of 
Strasburg!), who, on being condemned to perish, 
requested to be allowed to close the scene with 
his favourite diversion of skittles; and on being 
indulged in his wish, kept bowling on with a 
view of protracting his existence, until the exe-
cutioner was obliged to get behind and cut off 
his bead. 

He had now lingered during a considerable time 
on a bed of sickness, when one of his daughters 
observed a livid spot on one 'of -his feet; that 
alarmed her exceedingly. Her presages were but 
too true, for it Was at once the sign and the 
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effect of a mortification! 	This intelligence was . 
immediately communicated to his medical at- 
tendants, 	and his friend and neighbour, 	sir 
Francis Burdett, who happened to be in town. 
Next day he repaired to Wimbledon, and, dis-
covering little or no alteration, was not in the 
least aware of the 	approaching 	catastrophe. 
The last conversation that took place was suffi- 
ciently remarkable ; 	for, while yet in perfect 
possession of his senses, and uncertain of his 
impending fate, although conscious it could not 
be long protracted, the patient eagerly inquired 
concerning the.  effect produced on the house of 
commons, by the motimi jrelative to the punish-
ment of soldiers? 

Towards the afternoon, Dr. Pearson arrived, 
.and that, too, at a critical moment ; for his pa- . 
tient bad been taken suddenly ill, 	and the, 
symptoms were such, as announced a speedy 
dissolution. 	. 

lie seemed, as usual, perfectly resigned to his 
fate, but he soon, became speechless and nearly 
insensible. 	Yet, as he had once before been 
relieved by cordials, notwithstanding he was 
told it was now in vain, the member for West-
minster prepared to administer one with his own 
hand. 	having knelt for this purpose, the dying 
man opened his eyes for the last time, and see- 
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ing who it was that presented the potion, he 
swallowed it with avidity. 	Mr. Cline now en- 
tered the• apartment, and no sooner was the 
arrival of that gentleman whispered in his ear, 
than, although unable to utter a single word, he 
exhibited symptoms of -approbation; and, as if 
all he desired in life/had been at length gra-
tified, soon after concluded his earthly career. 

Thus died, in his own house at Wimbledon, 
exactly at a quarter before ten o'clock, during 
the night of Wednesday, March 18, 1812, John 
Horne Tooke, in the seventy-seventh year of his 
age; .a man equally singnlar in his character, 
his opinions, and his fiwtnnes. 

In person, he was five feet eight inches- and 
a half high. 	IIis face was short and rather oval. 
The oceiput, however, was of considerable di-
mensions, and be right theiefore literally be 
denominated  long-headed. 	The same has been 

' observed of Pericles, li ho, on this very account, 
'obtained a particular appellation*. 	• 

On application to Mr. Chantry, the statuary, 
. 	. 

This great man, under whose administration, Athens 
proved at owe ilourishing and fortunate, was sometimes de-
nominated •Schinoceplialus, from the resemblance of his head 
to 4 sea-onion; and sometimes Cephalegerete8, or head.com-
peller, as if his had bten au assemblage of many heads.—See 
Plut. in pit. 
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lie has communicated the following dimensions 
of Mr. Tooke's scull, taken by him, when he 
modelled the bust, and kindly reduced his scale 
to the standard of vulgar admeasurement. 	The 
width of the os occipitis, was exactly six inches 
and three quarters; the os frontis five inches 
and a gin-tiler; the greatest width between the 
extremitities of both, eight inches and three 
quarters.. 

The artist remarks that all the parts were well 
defined and highly finished,' so as to exhibit a 
flowing - curvilinear surface, 'combined with a 
marked character. 

He was. also pleased to add, that the head 
possessed a complete resemblance to' the bronze 
bust of Voltaire, lately in possession of lord 
Kirmaird.  

Pageantry and funeral pomp were always 
odious to him; and he was determined that the 
little he had to leave should not be either les-
sened. or swallowed up, ,after the modern man- 
lier, by means of itn expensive burial. 	In imi- 
talon, 'therefore, of a great man of anti(juity*, 
the common friend of Brutus, Cresar, 	and 

* " ElatuS est in lecticula, ut ipse przuscripserat, sine ulia 
pompa funeris, comitantibus omnibus, bonis, moiinii'vulgi 
frequentia. 	Sepulcus est juxta viam Appiam, ad quiatata 
lapidem, Ikc.—T. Pomp. Alia Vit. 
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Cicero, be gave orders I to be interred near to 
the high way, and in the most economical and most 
unceremonious mode possible. 	A gentleman, 
who respected him while living and venerated 
his memory after his demise, composed an en- 
logy, which he wished to be pronounced by the 
member, for Westminster over his grave, after 
the manner of the fnneral orations of antiquity; 
and to complete the illusion, he intended that 
the busts of the deceased should be carried in 
procession, and placed, during the ceremony, by 
the side of his tomb. 

This, however, was not complied with. 	It 
was suggested that the interment of Mr. Tooke, 
in this precise spot, would deteriorate the value 
of hivstate, and that the wish of the dead, in 
an affair of this kind, which' rather savoured of 
caprice. than sound judgment, ought not to be 
complied with to the prejudice of the living. 
On the other band, it was observed, that the 
wishes of a dying friend should ever be held 
sacred, and that he who had bequeathed the 
freehold was competent to regulate the applica- 
tion of it in any manner he deemed fit. 	I shall , 
not presume to decide on this delicate q' nestion ; 
it is evident, however, that some doubts on the 
subject had occurred; 	for there were two dif-
ferent appointments made, and countermanded 

, 	• 
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for the ftineral, and the original vaultwas ac-
tually opened and prepared for the reception of 
the corpse. 	At length, however, it was deter- 
mined that the body should be interred in the 
tomb of his sister at Ealing, and orders were 
given for that purpose. 	Accordingly, ' on the 
morning of Monday, March 30, 1812, the com-
pany invited assembled at Wimbledon, and at 
deren o'clock the corpse was brought out. 	It 
was contained in a leaden coffin, • which was 
enclosed within a very large and deep oak chem., 
Amornamented with cloth, paint, or any deco-
ration whatever; and as it had been originally 
destined fohbe vault hi the garden, there were 
nett even handles to it; every thing in this par-
ticular being in exact compliance with desires 
of the deceased. 	Several mourning coaches, 
containing the friends and acquaintance of the 
deceased, accompanied the body,.wbile the car-
riages of sir Francis Burdett, sir William Rush, 
Mr. Bosville, Mr. Knight, and Mr., Cuthbert, 
with four horses to each, followed empty. 
• 1 0n arriving at the parish church of Ealing, 
the corpse was met by the vicar, anda proces-
sion being formed, it was' accompanied in the 
following order: 

. 	, 

	

vol.', It. 	 2 G 
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Mr. Wildman, nephew to the deceased, and 	 . 	chief 
Sir Francis Burdett, bart., M.P. 	mourners. 

Sir William Rush; 	Mr. Stephens; 
, Mr. Bosville; 	 Mr. Knight, M. P.; 

• Mr. Morgan;- 	Mr. Brookes; . 
- Mr. Pearson; 	*• 	Mr. Adams; 

Mr. Tithothy Brown; 	• Mr. Hardy; 
Mr. Cuthbert, M. I. 	Mr. Miller; 	. 
Mr. James; 	and Mr. Sandford; 

. 
The funeral service was read in a very audible 

and impreSsive tone of voice, by the rev. Coniston 
Carr, after which the body of Mr. Tooke was 
interred along with that of his mother, in the 
usual manner, 'and with the customary ceremo-
nies, every thing being in exact conformity.to 
the practice of the church of England. 

In point of stature, Mr. Tooke did not exceed 
the . middle size; 	but nature had 'formed , him 
strong and athletic. 	His limbs were well knit, 
compact, and duly proportioned; and he might be 
said to hate been comely, rather than handsome, 
in his youth. 	His features were regular, and 
his hair, towards the latter end of life, was ge-
nerally combed lodsely over the temples, and cut 
close behind. 	His eye . was eminently expres- 
sive; it had something peculiarly. keen, as well as 
arch in it; his look, seamed to denote ,an union.  
of wit and satire. When he first suTve$edsa $traly: 
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ger, he seemed to take a peep into his heart ;  
and in argument it was 'difficult to withstand 
the piercing sharpness of his vision, which ap-
peared but to anticipate the triampkof his tongue. 
No one was ever better calculated for colloquial 
disputation; or that duel-like controversy, exhi-
bited by two disputants, when pitted together, 
with ,,the breadth of a mahogany board only 
between them. 	In such an arena, he was in- 
vincible! wit, humour, learning, temper, genius, 

in 	 and 	he —all came 	aid of argument, 	when 
made his most deadly thrusts, 	it was with a 
smiling countenance, and without any seeming 
effort or emotion. 	For a larger theatre, per- 
haps, he was not equally calculated.. 	His voice 
was not sufficiently powerful for a tumultuous 
audience. 	He neither possessed the dignified 
majesty of the old,, nor the amazing volubility of 
the new school. That flexibility of features which 
gi yes the power, and that rare but precious faculty, 
proceeding"from art or nature, which affords the 
means of expressing all the passions in suc- 
cession, appear to have been wanting. 	Yet, 
deficient as he might be in respect to those qua-
lifications, he' is said in the senate to have been 
listened to with attention, and on the hustings. at 
Covent Garden, he always experienced 14 marked . 	r 
and uniform degree of applause; for' there he 

a G 2. 

   
  



' 452 	tIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 	1812, 

had recourse to that broad humour in which 
the multitude delights; and those bold, sweeping 
assertions, those daring and unmeasuredcharges, 
which are suitable to the 'genius of a popular 
audience. 

He always reminded me of Ulysses, as de-
scribed by Homer, both in person and address. 
Artful, insinuating, and dauntless; at first his ap-
pearance was unpropitious, but gaining on his 
audience by degrees, after some time, be seized 
and retained possession at pleasure, both of their 
hearts and understandings. 	And when obliged 
to contend for superiority, he conducted himself 
with seeming modesty; artful, unassuming, tem-
perate: he received the charge of his antagoenist 
without emotion, repelled his assault with in-
terest, and finally ended by becoming victor. 

Mr. Tooke, during many years of his life, may 
be considered as a martyr to disease. 	He was 

• seldom in perfect health, during any consider-
able period, and when particularly well, he used 
to exclaim, with 	his 	accustomed jocularity, 

' *i that the enemy was ,at hand !" 	On those oc-
casions, he always Prognosticated a severe fit of 
the gout, and was but seldom disappointed. 

Notwithstanding this, Mr. Tooke's stomach;• , 
like that,pf the ostrich, seemed formed to dis- ,., 
tiolve iron ;r and, indeed, •it was ,often occupied , 
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in digesting the most crude materials. 	He was  
uccusto.med to swallow cucumbers, melons, and 
pickled salmon, in great quantities, with impu.: 
nity. Roast and boiled; white meats and brown;  

:fish, either fresh or salted;  pies, puddings, pre-
serves, apples, pears, and walnuts, seemed all 
to be swallowed indiscriminately, without fear, 
mid without danger.  

In respect to drinking, no two men ever 
varied more from each other, than he did at dif- 
ferent seasons from himself. 	Sometimes he con-
fined himself for a whole month to water,' and, 
then he would descant on the advantages to be 
derived 'by those who drank freely of the p'ure 
and unadulterated element. 	His wit seemed to 
improve with his sobriety, and he would theti 
boast of his early abstemiousness in the. language 

• of Shakspeare: 	 . 	 . 
.“ -,--- In 	I 	did' my youth 	never 	apply 

Not and rebellious liquors to,  my blood; 
Therefore my pge is as a lusty winter, 
Frosty, but kindly *." 

• • , 
He then exclaimed against wine, and indulged 

•in compenditions of Mahomet, who, with a 
code inAnitely. inferidi to that of Christianity',, .. 	, 
jad been fortunate enough to prohibit and pre- 

As You Like It, act ii, s. 3..+ 
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vent the two great evils 	of modern society, 
drunkenness 	and gaming. 	He would then 
out: 

" 0 'thou invisible spirit of •wine, if thou bast 
no name 	 us call to be known by, let 	thee 
devil ! 	0 that men should put an enemy in their 
mouths to steal away' their brains ! 	that 	we 

should, with joy, revel., pleasure, and applause, 
'transform ourselves into beasts * !" 

On the other hand, he could find classical 
authority for ebriety itself, when be was disposed 
to be merry. 	On such occasions he would de, 
wand, what was the use of fortune without wine i 
and indulge liberally in its praises : 	• 

0 Quo mihi fortunas, si non conceditur uti ?" 
Potare, 	spargere flores -------" 	et 

Incipiam ; patriarq; vel inconsultus haberi. 
Quid non ebrietas designat ? (wilt recludit, 
Spes jubat eqse ratas ; in pra:lia trudit inermem; 
Sollicitis animis onus 'eximir; 4tidocet artes. 	' 
Ftecundi ca!ices quern non fecere disertum?" 

lie would then maintain, that two excellent 
poets, /Eschylus arid Buchanan, could never 
Write verses without being.,  stimulated by the 
Alice of the grape; that the lyric poet Alciens ti..  

Othello, act ii, s. 3. 
" Alcus etiam ciorros notatur,'''. 
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Was denominated after his favourite pursuit ; that 
Homer thely recommends this species of indul-
gence in his immortal numbers ; and that old 
Ennius found bitiiself incapacitated without it. 

“ Laudibus arguitur vini vinosus Humerus. 
Ennius 4t ipse pater nuniluant nisi polus atlanna 
Prosiluit dicenda." 

I eagerly seize this opportunity, however, to' 
declare, that Mr. Tooke, for many years before 
his death, became extremely abstemious. 

The sarcastic remark of Mr. Wilkes, in early 
life,' that " the parson never laughed," was, hi.' 
some degree, verified in his latter years. 	It was 
evident, that no one could tell a story or enjoy 
a joke better ; but be seemed in general to keep 
his passions in abeyance, and seldom of never 
exhibited signs of that obstreperous and convul-, 
sive merriment which others so frequently dis-
play and enjoy. ' The character of his counte-
nance seems to be admirably pourtrayed in the 
following lines : 

* With the private life' of Homer we are too little ac-
quainted to be able to deride; but the example of Enniut 

' has but little recommendation, for he is supposed to have 
flied of the gout, (at the advanced age, [tom ever, of seventy I) 
in consetiience of his frequent intoxication. 	H.Articulari 
moth° perii0 
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irr 	 He 	much reads 	; 
He is a great observer, and he looks 
Quite through the deeds 	Yuen of 

Seldom he smiles; and smiles in such a sort, 
As if he mock'd himself and scoffed his spirit, 
That could be moved to smile at any thing *." 

Plutarch, while treating of a celebrated Athe-
nian statesinan, praises the versatility of his ta-
lents, and observes, that he ,possessed the rare 
art of being able to suit himself to the 'humours 
of all men; 	This singular qualification appears 
to have been equally the gift of Tooke in one age, 
as of Alcibiades in another ; for he knew bow 
to please either sex, and render himself; when 
so inclined, agreeable to both young and old. 
lIe seemed particularly attentive to the ladies ; 
and no, one was able to Compliment them with 
more gracefulness and delicacy. 	With boys or, 
girls .he seemed to have renewed his youth ; for 
he could enter into all their feelings, sentiments, 
and situations 	while, 	with their fathers or 
uncles, lie indulged in the memory Of times no 
More, and seemed artfully to prefer the past age 
tO the present. 	To children he was particularly 
attentive, and they generally retired, equally im-
pressed with his goodness and big wisdom ; and 
not tn4frequently in possession of some shrewd 

* Julius Caesar, act i, S. 2: 
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remark, some sly allusion, or some pithy sen-
tence, Ihich they had treasured up in the course 
of his conversation. 

As an orator; his language, on great occasions, 
'was nervous and animated ; his voice, too,.was 
well suited for eloquence; but he was eminently 
deficient .in gesticulation.. 	Although at times 
exhibiting all the fervid precipitancy of genius, yet, 
ingeneral, his manner was tame, his articulaion 
monotonous; and nothing but his knowledge 
and application of those master springs which 

, regulate the human heart 	could 	have ren- 
dered him popular. 	It was thus, that without 
appearing animated himself, he possessed the 
rare art of rendering others fiery and infuriate. • 

Like Michael Angelo, be evinced a lofty con-
fidence inlimself; and, at the same time, exhi- 
bited a matchless energy in all 	his 	actions. 
He was accustomed to speak with some de-
gree of contempt of those who visited foreign 
countries, merely for the purpose of collecting 
the precious remains of art ; 	and scented to 
think with Petronins, if this rage were pro-
gressive; such a degree of degeneracy must en-
sue, " that it would be less difficult to find a 
god than a man." , 

His notions respecting the modern improvers 
of agriculture, were nearly similar. 	He was ac. 
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customed to lament, that many friends of li-
berty, during the present day, were more zealous 
about the breed. of pigs than of patriots ; and.  
seemed less careful of the dearest rights of the 
commonwealth than the introduction of spring 
wheat, or the improvement of Merino wool. 	In 
fine, he seemed to speak nearly with the same 
contemptof them, as of the members of the modern 
". four-in-hand club," the Ericthoneuses of the 
present" day *.  

He was fond of a plenteous board, delighted 
in convivial society, and was accustomed to sit 
at table both late and long, which rendered it in , 
some.  degree necessary for him to sleep until a 
late period the next morning. 	Thus, in all 
these points, he proved unlike' John Wesley, 
who gravely maintains, "that, without fasting 

-and early rising, it is impossible to grow in 
grace." 

In many parts of his character, he seemed to , 
reconcile contradictions. 	In general, he spoke 
as if destitute of feeling; and, for the most part 
acted, as if 	up of sensibility ; in fine, he' 
united in himself, what king William declared 

* Primus Erictfioneus currus et quatnor ausus 
Jungere equos, rapidisgue rotis insistere victor. 

GEoaq. to. 
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to appertain only to the duke
. 
 of :Marlborough; 

" the colest head with the warmest heart." 
Gay, lively, and full of pleasantry in gene-

ral conversation; on politics alone, be was bit- • 
ter, vituperative, and inflexible. 	On those' oc- 
casions, however, 	he 	seemed to . be actuated. 
solely by conviction ; and it is no small praise, 
that, without regarding popularity, he was con-
stantly on the side of liberty. 

Originally open, communicative, and confid-
ing, he had, in. the course of time, become dose, 
reserved and suspicious. 	The experience of a 
long series .of years had, doubtless, taught hint 
caution, and even distrust, in respect to. public 
men ; for, in the bloom of youth, he had ene-
rienced the treachery of-one friend, while, in the 
decline of life, lee had nearly been cut off from so-
ciety by the enmity of another ; and yet, . in be-
half of the former, he had sacrificed his fortune; 
while he had heartily embarked in the same 
cause , with idle latter, and fought in the thickest.. 
of the battle 'without any prospect of reward after 
the 'victory. 

Thai be was devoid of .guilt, in respect to his 
conduct at the commencement of the.first Ante-
rican war, the general voice of the nation seems 
to have long since determined : that his con-.  
4!ict was meritorious, in attempting-to stop- the 
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effusion of the blood of those connected with us 
by every tie dear to a nation, will scarcely be 
doubted at the present day. 	To those who de- 
cide by events alone, it still remains to be proved, 
whether the contest with France has been ad-
vantageous or injurious, and, consequently, whe- 

, ther his opposition to it *as politic or impru-
dent ; but, as to his innocence, in regard to the 
charge of treason, this will not admit of any 
doubt, as it has been confirmed, not only by the 
verdict of a jury, but by the concurring assent 
of the whole nation. 	. 

That he, who quarrelled with Mr. Wilkes for• 
his bad faith ; who attacked lord Mansfield for 
his . illegal 	decisions ; who opposed Mr. ,Fox 
on 	account 	of 	his • coalition ; 	and 	boldlt, 
but fruitlessly urged the charge of apostacy 
against Mr. Pitt, should have created a multi-
tude of enemies, cannot excite much surprise.' 
This, perhaps, will assist in solving the• para-
dox, by ,enabling us to discover why he, who was 
uniform, in his politics, should be' detested for 
double d.aling ; why one, constantly' actuated 
`by principle, should be tanned a hypocrite; 
and why a man .attached to the constitution in 
all its forms, should be braided with the name i 
of a republican. 	. 

In point of disinterestedness, no man of hi4 
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age ca‘12% be put in competition with him; all 
that be obtained, in the cause of the public, 
consisted • of fines, imprisoninent, and persecu- 
tion. 	For opposing the fatal contest with Ame- 
rice, he experienced a long confinement, and 
was obliged to redeem himself from protracted, 
captivity, by a considerable mulct. 	For .object- 
ing to the subsequent war with France, he was 
detained in different jails during the term of 
many months, arraigned for treason, and finally 
tried for his life. 

From the exercise of • his profession, he was 
precluded by chicanery and oppression, origi-
nating in the petty jealousy of a great judge, 
and the servile compliance of the benchers of the 
Inner Temple ; while, from a seat in parlia- 
Went, he was actually cut ofl', by an act of poli-
tical proscription, wholly unexampled in the an- 
nals of British legislation. 	 , 

It could be no common man, against whom 
such extraordinary measures were recurred to l 
It could be no common man, to whom his 
greatest enemies, as well as his best friends, 
seemed anxious, before their de,ath, to unite in 
paying a public and a private tribute 'to his 
worth ; as was the case with Wilkes, who 
was eager to acknowledge his virtues in tile 
face of the peOple ; and Thurlow, who, after he 
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had ruu the race of ambition, courienlis ac- 
quaintance' in' the peaceful 	shades 'Iof retire- 
ment. 	 . 	 . 

That he was somewhat intractable and unac-,  
commodating as a politician, cannot fairly be 
denied ; and in this, perhaps, he but too much re-
sembled Fletcher of Saltoun, the celebrated Scot- 
tish patriot.. 	In a free country, the solitary ef- 
forts of a, single individual can effect but little ; 
it is by a combination of means, and of efforts 
alone, 	that any thing advantageous 	can be 
achieved for the commonwealth. 	Caius and 
Tiberius 'Gracchus had the laws and the consti-
tution of Rome on their side; and yet, by ne-
glecting this obvious maxim, they were sacri-
ficed, one after the other, to the jealousy of their 
opponents, without contributing any thing In 
behalf of the common cause, which was ruined 
by their injudicious exertions. 

But notwithstanding all this, and even tinder 
a variety of disadvantages, in point of birth, 
fortune, and 	profession, • much nutst 	be al- 
lowed to have been accomplished by the sub. 
ject of this memoir. 	As an author, his work en 
the theory of language, has stood the test of 
criticism, and will, probably, be esteemed, . so 
long as the tongue in which it was written shall 
endure. 	In respect to the laws; from the prac- 
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tice 'c'tikirhich he was unjustly• precluded, he has, 
at least, confirmed that noble position in En-
glish jurisprudence, " That no man shall be 
,obliged to accuse himself," by putting an end to 
interrogatories. 	And in regard to politics, if 
be proved unequal to thei,task of effecting any 
essential reform in the representation of the 
house of commons, yet, 	by 	procuring the 
publication 	of 	the 	debates, 	be 	diffused 	a 
general taste for parliamentary investigation ; 
and, while a new cheek was thus imposed; on 
corruption, he, at the same time, enabled every 
man in England to sit in judgtnent on the con-
duct of his representatives. 

In respect to political principles, he may be 
considered as a whig of the times of king Wil- 
liam ; 	never contending for a republic, 	like 
Milton ; but, like lord Molesworth, stauding up 
for every thing, either aimed at or obtained by 
the revolution. 	This subjected hint to no com- 
mon share of obloquy, and seemed to involve 
his 	opinions 	in 	a 	chronological 	error; 	for 
they were not 	always fitted to the times_ in 
which he lived, but appeared, by some ana• 
chronism, to have been transferred from the 
seventeenth to the beginning of the nineteenth 
century. 	Accordingly, the ' notions of govern- 
ment maintained by him, were said to be utterly 
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impracticable. 	His extreme disinterco, /mess ; 
his ideas of political perfectibility ; his per-
sonal independence ; might be well calculated 
for a solitary, unconnected individual ; but they 
were not deemed suitable to the genius, of a 
luxurious and corrupt age. The machine of the 
body politic, it was said, could not be brought 
into action under such auspices, unless a new 
race of men was created for the express purpose 
of working it ; while' a single individual, how-
ever able and however powerful, could not act 
with any.effect in a government so constituted as 
ours, without the aid of a party possessing all 
the feelings, passions, and prejudices of men. It 
must, however, be allowed, that, with a steady 
uniformity, of which Bolingbroke could not 
boast, Mr. Tooke possessed a better right than 
that nobleman, 	to style himself " the ene- 
my of no national party, the friend of no fac-
tion ; but distinguished under .the cloud of a 
proscription, by zeal to maintain the liberty;.  
and to restore the ancient prosperity of Great 
Britain." 	.. 

As this work is not intended as a mere culd-
gy, in which .all the virtues are to be rendered 
prominent and conspicuous, while the errors 
and faults aro to be thrown into shade, I shall 
here speak my mind freely of that great and 
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sin 	^t; Man, and thus " discharge my con- 
science," both to the present age and poste-
rity. 

In the first place, he was accustomed occa- 
sionally to swear. 	This was a habit acquired, 
or at least increased, during his latter years, and 
appeared indecorous to a high degree : partly, 
as the present age is happily averse from such an 
odious custom, and partly, as proceeding from 
the mouth of a man, whose conversation in ge-
neial was didactic, and who possessed both the 
wish and the talents to instruct others. 

In the next place, he ,had too freely and 
too often sacrificed to the " rosy god," at a 
former period of his life ; and, as to the honour 
of our own age, those rites were far more fre-
quently performed heretofore than now, libations, 
such as these, appear to us to be far less ex- 
cusable. 	I am well aware, however, that, like 
a Bacchanalian of antiquity *, his good humour 
and pleasantry increased with hii cups, and that 
wine seemed to have the same effect on his con-
versation, that fire has on incense; causing the 
finest and richest essences to evaporate by igni- 
tion. 	Notwithstanding all this, which I appre- 
hend may be deemed but little better than a good-
natured apology for ebriety, his brightest mo- 

Lamprias. 

VOL. IL 	 2. H 
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ments always appeared to the to be.dueitig din-
ner, or over a cup of tea. 

It must be acknowledged, also, that he carried 
his 	personal enmities 	too 	far. 	I am 	well 
aware, however, it may be suggested by his ad- 
'wirers, that his animosities were chiefly of a 
political nature,' and that his wrongs and.  suffer- 
ings had been great, 	unifprm, and durable. 
There was at times, however, a certain degree 
of bitterness iu his animosities, that it would 
have been far more philosophical, either to have 
mitigated or avoided. 	 . 

On the other hand, • the warmth of his tem-
perament, perhaps, rendered him peculiarly sus-
ceptible of gratitude ; for a sense of benefits is 
exhibited in general in the same proportion 
as a sense of wrongs. 	The fervour and unifor- 
mity of his friendships were also conspicuous ; 
and thus, like most men of strong passions, he 
both loved and hated in extremes. 

In political affairs, Mr. Tooke was 'prone to 
suspicion ; and always seemed to think himself 
justified, on such occasions, to attribute the 
'springs of human action to the worst motives..— 
He thought with Othello : 

" to be 	in doubt, once 
Is—once to be resolv'd*." 

* Othello, act 3, scene 3. 
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itPltron he found his jealousy realized, he would 
then freely indulge in his attacks, both personal 
and political; and, on such occasions, 11O one 
was ever better calculated " to give the basti- 
nado with his tongue." 	Wit, ridicule, sar- 
casm, were each employed in its turn, and he 
would then address himself to the company, 
and affect to condemn his own suspicions in the 
language of his favourite bard : 

" I do beseech you, 
Though I—perchance, am vicious in my guess. 
(As I confess, it is my nature's plague, 

"To spy into abuses; and oft, my jealousy 
Shapes faults that are not) that your wisdom yet, 
From one that so imperfectly conceits, 
Would take no noticet." 

Having frequently, during his youth, been by 
turns both duped and, betrayed, he was cautious 
of trusting to either professions or appearances. 
Perceiving the same men equally liberal in their 
promises to the public while in opposition, and 
negligent of fulfilling them while in power, this 
circumstance produced first doubt, and then dis-
gust ; accordingly, he bad become the sworn 
enemy of several successive administrations ; by 
most of which, he was of course most heartily 
hated in return. 	Meanwhile, 	steady to his 
original principles, and eminently consistent in 

*. King John, act 2, scene 2. 	1- Othello, act 3, scene 3. 
2 H 2 
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his political'opinions, he at length becarrle, on 
that very account, the most singular public cha-
racter in the kingdom ; because, in' truth, lie 
was the only man, of his clay, who had not 
changed ! 
.One gifted with such various powers, was 

formed by nature to rise above, and excel his 
contemporaries. 	But it 	is not permitted to 
mortals, that any individual, however great his 
talents and his merits, .shall eclipse all com- 
petitors in every branch of science. 	It is but 
candid, therefore, to allow that be was inferior 
to Geddes in Hebrew, and to Porson and Parr•in 
Greek. 	But he was confessedly superior to 
Harris and to Johnson in the physiology of lan-
guage ; he had ably contended with a Mansfield 
and a Thurlow, in law ; and it was at his insti- 
gation, 	and by his suggestions, 	that a petty 
tradesman had been encouraged to enter the lists 
with, and overcome, the chief justice of the 
court of King's Bench, on a constitutional ques-
tion ; while, by his means also, two or three 
aldermen of the city of London were enabled to 
foil one branch of the legislature, 	although 
backed and supported by a royal proclamation. 

Men are fond of wielding those weapons in 
which they excel, and Mr. Tooke was of course 
desirous to engage in argumentative discussions. 
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BNII most occasions he was polite, liberal, 
decorous. 	When others were engaged in collo- 
quial controversy, be always took the side of the 

, weaker party ; an 1, by adding his weight, gene-
rally made the balance preponderate in favour of 
a feeble ally. 	With nothing was he so much 
disgusted as an overbearing antagonist ; 	and 
such a person, whether he encountered with him-
self or others, seldom or never escaped with im-
punity. 

On one occasion, two scholars, both of whom 
had obtained some celebrity in Greek literature, 
happened to debate pretty sharply together. 	At 
length, the younger of them, who had been 
more severely disciplined in the scholastic forms, 
and had probably the advantage on this occa-
sion over his opponent, seemed to feel his supe- 
rior strength. 	Accordingly, he began to raise 
the tone of his voice, and, in an exulting man-
ner, make use of severe and even coarse expres- 
sions. 	On this, Mr. Tooke, who was at table, 
unable any longer to contain himself, exclaim-
ed, " Give me leave to tell you, young gentle-
man, that good manners are better than good 
Greek." 

His reasoning faculties were peculiarly acute, 
prompt, and unclouded. 	During an argument, 
lie usually heard his adversary with great pa,. 
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real,tience, and, in his turn, pointed out this real, 
or seeming absurdity of hie reasoning. 	If no 
opening was given for this, he then recurred to 
the Socratic method, and by means of pertinent 
and well-timed interrogatories, 	artfully drew 
forth such replies as could not fail to prove ser- 

.viceable to that side which he espoused. 	After 
all, although truth was obviously the general aim 
of his life, yet it is but fair to allow, that he 
sometimes contended merely for victory; the 
ablest and best of men frequently figh ting, like gla-
diators, for fame, without troubling themselves 
much as to the justice of the cause. 	Let it be 
recollected, however, that when declared con-
queror, whi6h was usually the case, be did not 
plume himself on his acquisition, or exhibit any 
unbecoming airs : on the contrary, he generally 
contrived to say something handsome of his an-
tagonist, and endeavoured to soften defeat by 
compliment and conciliation. 	On the other 
band, when the ground occupied was no longer 
tenable, like a skilful commander,i,  he shifted 
his position ; and, while preparing to renew the 
combat on more equal terms, he skilfully cover-
ed his retreat by playing off the inexhaustible 
artillery of his wit, raillery, and humour, under 
the smoke of which he retired with all the air 
of a triumph. 
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Thi,addition to the reputation for abilities, Mr.' 
Tooke had the good fortune to acquire and 
maintain a certain degree of respect, not always 
inseperable even from genius. 

. 	While a prisoner in the Tower, the yeomen 
entertained a high degree of consideration for 
him ; were greatly pleased with the manner in 
Which he entertained them, and always treated 
him in a different manner from others under 
their care. 	In consequence of this distinction, 
he experienced a N'ariety of little favours and 
attentions which he would have been otherwise 
deprived of. His own domestics seemed proud of 
being in his service, and always mentioned it with 
a kind of ostentation, as if he had been a man of 
the first quality. 	In speaking of him, they sel- 
dom said iNir. or Squire, generally calling bim 
by the simple appellation of John Horne Tooke, 
by way of eminence. 	There is every reason to 
suppose, that he was a most indulgent master ; 
for, although of late years he would not allow 
of any of their friends to frequent his house, yet 
he permitted them to go out frequently ; and 
often paid their expenses when they went to town, 
treating them at the same time. to the playhouse. 

Towards the latter part of his M, as time 
and opportunity allowed, he made inquiries into 
the condition of several of his poor neighbour s, 
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with a view of alleviating the pressure 4 the 
times. 	Finding that several of the cottagers, 
at the back of his gardens, were in same oliffi- 
culties, 	he immediately sent 	and 	discharged 
their taxes. 	It is painful to mention the sequel. 
Many of these, not content with this assistance, 
actually entreated him to pay their rent! Let not 
inhumanity, however, plume itself on its pre-
tended knowledge of the human heart; or in- 
sensibility boast of its superior cunning. 	Such 
instances fts these, it is to be hoped, but seldom 
occur; and were we to argue against the prac-
tice, on account. of the abuse of any of the vir-
tues, there. would soon' be an end to all the 
charities, that either endear or ennoble human 
existence. 	 ., 

The name of Mr. Home is intimately eon, 
meted with 	many great constitutional ques- 
tions. 	Early in life, he denied the right of the 
crown to aggravate a capital imnishment, and 
induced two of the magistrates of the metro-
polis to question this exercise of the prerogative. 
Notwithstanding the decision of 	the 	twelve 
judges, had he been one of the sheriffs of Lon-
don, there is but little doubt, without regard as 
to the consequences, that he would have exe-
cuted the sentence, in express conformity to the 
judgment of the court, but in direct opposition 
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to the orders conveyed under the sign manual. 
As it was, be occasioned the usual mode of pro-
nouncing judgment to be altered *, and rendered 
conformable to .the mode of execution, as well as 
consonant to the laws. 

In point of personal intrepidity, Air. Tooke 
has never been excelled. 	No fears could appal; 
no threats could terrify; 	no sufferings could 
subdue him. He lived, as if he had existed solely 
for the purpose of maintaining his principles; 

1 
and such was his enthusiasm, that he seemed 
only ambitions of some proper opportunity to 
vindicate them by his death. 	On one occasion, 
he prevented the progress of a private bill in its 
way through parliament, by his own personal 
interposition; 	at another, he dictated the only 
reply ever made by a subject to a British sove- 
reign; 	and .  even during the trial for his life, 
when the common herd of .mankind are entirely 
occupied with the perils of their situation, his 
mind was so • disengaged, and his conduct so 
dignified, that he seemed, at one and the same 
time, to overawe a minister, whom he examined as 
a witness, and prescribe the law to the judges 
on the bench. 

Mr. Home Tooke evinced, not merely a manly 

See Genuine Copies of all the Letters, &c., p.39. 
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fortitude, while exposed to the puny attempt; of 
anonymous enemies, but a degree of scorn and 
contempt at their efforts, which I never, before 
or since, witnessed in any other man. 	He con- 
stantly obtained all the. caricatures published 
relative to himself or his friends, and immedi-
ately hung them up in the apartment where he 
received his company, so as to be exposed to 
the gaze of all his visitors. 	One of the first 
times I ever saw sire  Francis Burdett in his 
house, he invited him to hear a satire composed 
for the express purpose of vilifying both. 	Our 
host then sat down, and read aloud the most 
aggravating passages, against them, coolly com-
menting on the poetry, and examining the merits 
of the production, which he had now seen for 
the first time, with a clear, calm; and unruffled 
brow, as if wholly unconcerned as to the event. 
When  any of the lines proved feeble or impo-
tent, he tried both to mend the versification and 
point the irony; and, if a passage was written 
with more than ordinary ability, he was sure to 
recite it twice, and that too, in such a manner, as 
to produce additional effect, by means of appro-
priate emphasis.and intonation. 

Of his equability of temper, another remark- ' 
able instance was aflbrded, on a public and me- 
morable occasion. 	Having differed • with the 
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whigs, both as to the time and manner of op-
posing Mr. Pitt's administration, and accused 
their own party of meanness, corruption, and 
love of place, he of course became odious to 
them. 	In 1793, when they and their adherents 
had assembled in large numbers, at the London 
Tavern, for the purpose of voting certain reso-
lUtions, indicative of their opinions, Mr. Horne 
Tooke attended the public summons, and on ad-
dressing himself to an unwilling audience, craved 
permission to be heard. 	Finding his opponents 
disinclined to listen to him, lie got upon a table, 
which, in conseqUence of the zeal of his friends to 
support him, and the earnest desire of his enemies 
to crowd around, and drown his voice with their 
clamours, soon broke down by the pressure of 
the contending multitude. 	Less intent on his 
personal preservation, than on the triumph of 
his opinions, be stood erect, amidst the crash 
around him, and, on descending to the ground 
with aglass ful l of wine, which he had held steadily 
in his hand clueing the catastrophe, immediately 
drank it otf, and, taking Advantage of the wonder 
and surprise of his adversaries, commenced and 
concluded a speech of considerable length, with . 
exactly the same ease as if nothing had occurred. 

It has already been observed, that he was 
once termed, in reproach, " the lack-laughter 
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parson;" 	and the same observation has been 
made of Pericles; more than two thousand years 
ago, in whom it was accounted a perfection, 
that he but rarely relaxed his features, beyond q. 
smile. 	He possessed another property of that 
great Athenian, which it is more difficult to 
defend; for, like him, be was not unfrequently 
supercilious in conversation, 	and 	sometimes, 
both in his writings and his discourse, exhibited 
a considerable degree of contempt for the opi-
nions of other men. 

IIis temperament, too, was naturally cho- 
leric, 	and his blood 	was not 	exactly com- 
posed of " snow broth;" but this very circum-
stance constituted his chief merit, for he had 
learned to govern his passions, and at kngth 
succeeded to such a degree, as either to affect or 
possess such a portion of equanimity, in ordinary 
occasions, as would have done credit to the 
stoics of old. 

Mr. Holcroft, who, towards the latter part of 
his life, is said to have experienced many crosses, 
vexations, and disappointments, happening to 
be one day at Wimbledon, found himself sud-
denly assailed by his host, who seemed disposed 
to empty the whole quiver of his ridicule on the 
head of the unfortunate guest. 	Irritated beyond 
endurance at this conduct, the, latter got up,' and, 
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clenching his fist, exclaimed, in a paroxysm of 
rage, " I am sorry, sir, to say to a gentleman 
in his own house, what I now tell you, that you 
are the greatest ras—c— in the world!" 	Mr. H. 
Tooke, who by this time began to recollect him-, 
self, thinking that he had carried the joke too 
:fitr, and imagining„ at the same time also, per-
baps, that this act of vengeance was a legitimate 
return for his recent conduct; without altering 
a single muscle of his face, turned round, and, 
calmly addressing his acquaintance, said, " Is it 
Friday or Saturday next, that I am to dine with'  
you?" 	 . 

" Saturday,. sir." 
" Then you may depend on it, that I shall be 

there at the hour appointed!" 
Mr. Home Tooke was a great stickler for the 

church of England. 	Not even the mitred Hors-
ley himself, ever stood up with greater zeal for 
its rights and privileges than he did, on all oc-
casions, when they were indiscreetly 'questioned. 
Like a wise man, however, his arguments were *-- 
founded on obvious and tenable principles; for, . 
with Warburton, Halifax, and Paley, he rested 
the claim of preference, not on doctrinal points, 
but on the surer foundation of " civil utility." 

Descanting on this subject, one day, at my 
house, a clergyman, who happened to be pre- 
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sent, whispered to me, " that he was extremely 
glad, he had dined in company with•  Mr. Tooke, 
for he had always been given to understand, that 
he was disaffected both in respect to church 
and state; but now he would return home fully 
convinced, that there was not a more loyal sub-
ject, or a more orthodox divine, within the do-
minions of the king of England!" 

Mr. Tooke was a great admirer of every thing 
connected with taste and genius. 	He loved the 
fine arts; was a liberal, and, had he been more 
richly endowed with the gifts of fortune, would • 
have been a munificent encourager of them. 
Not content with bare applause, he was perpetu-
ally recommending similar notions to all the 
men of fortune of his acquaintance ; and no one 
was more willing or more ready to introduce 
men of merit to those, by whom they were likely 
to be encouraged and rewarded. 	 ' 

During his residence on the continent, be had 
seen, examined, and admired the choicest pro- 
ductions of the graver, the pencil, 	and 	the 
chissel. 	He irized Mr. Sharpe as the first ex- 

• isting artist on copper; 	could point out the 
peculiar merits of his best performances; and 
always concluded by lamenting that a gentleman 
so eminently gifted by nature and art, could he 
induced to praise, encourage, and patronise the 
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superstitions of Richard Brothers. 	." His print 
of that unhappy man,", said 'he, " when coupled 
with the motto below, must be allowed to ex- 

.hibit one of the.. most eminent proofs of human 
genius and human weakness * ever contained on 
the same piece of paper." 	- 

During the whole course of a long and stormy 
life, Mr. Tooke ever possessed, maintained, and 
exhibited a steady attachment to the political 
person, family, and public character, of the. 
reigning prince: 	But if his loyalty to the king 
was conspictiOns, it must,. at the same time, be 
frankly confessed, that he occasionally abused 
ministers and favourites, condemned their plans, 
and attacked their projects, with equal bitter- 
ness and impunity. 	His censure was, of course, 
far too general and indiscriminate. 

That he was a friend to Arqform, or, 'rather, to 
a restoration of the ancient principles of the 
constitution, has been 'evinced by him on a va- 
riety of occasions. 	But, een in respect to this, 
he was cautions and moderate; he at least knew 
where to stop, and never could be prevailed on 
to overpass the boundaries of the constitution; 
for, to use his own language, " if those who 
pretended to meliorate the government wished 

* " This is the portrait of Richard Brothers, in whom . I 
most firmly believe, as a man sent from God. 	J. &MAW' • 
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to go so far as WindsOr, he would beg to be set 
down at Hounslow !" 	That these were his ge- 
nuine sentiments, may be proved from a recur- 
rence to facts. 	When colonel Miles," at the ce- 
lebration of the first anniversary of the French 
revolution, broached the ridiculous project of an 
Agrarian law, Mr. Tooke opposed him with 
his usual zeal, impetuosity, and success; and, 
not content with this, lest such a mischievous 
plan should have its admirers elsewhere, he at-
tacked it next day, with all the powers of reason 
and ridicule, in a letter, which he entrusted to 

. his• nephew for the purpose of insertion in the 
newspapers. 	Nor was he leis resolute in his op-
position to the duke of Richmond's plan, for uni-
versal suffrage, which he always, condemned, a• 
equally impolitic and impracticable : on this, as 
on all other occasions, fairly trying the propriety 
of the measure by a comparison with the consti-
tutional standard. 

No man of our time has ever been an abler 
or more successful advocate for the constitution; 
not in its main fabric and dimensions only, but 
in all its various parts, proportions, and combi- 
nations. 	A more zealous friend to the "Corin-
thian capital of polished states," never existed. 
A person at his table, after attacking one of the 
branches of the legislature, as entirely unneces- 
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sary, and proceeded to describe a peer, a.as a 
sort of political monster, who is born a lawgiver, 
sucks front his nurse's breast the wisdom of le-
gislation, and then sits in parliament to repre- 
sent himself." 	On this, the politician of Wim- 
bledon immediately defended the house of lords, 
as he was accustomed to do the hierarchy, on 
the score of utility, and quoted a celebrated 
writer in behalf of family honours *. 

He observed, that, by frequent creations, the 
lords had, become a numerous body, not now 

as in the time of James 1, consisting of, perhaps;  
.thirty or forty:members, but of three or four hun-
dre:d ,gentlemen, with °titles t. tacked to their 
names, and privileges -annexed to their persons,. • 
The crown, he said, had indeed made a mistake 

. by the 'frequency of modern creations ; and, if it 
proceeded at the same rate, one branch of the 
constitution might soon be, to the full, as nume-
rous ; and, Le really believid, would actually 

L 	, 	 , 
* “ Atec yeux ties philosopher, les titres ne sont que des c14,  

metes; mais aux" yeux de la multitude, et des politiques, 
qui font obliges de se preier O. ses prejuges ces sont Wens 
reels."—.,  Sur k droit Public. 

f The following quotation.  will evince the Coincidence that 
so frequently exists in the opinions of celebrated men : " The 
peers are, in some points, (I speak it with all the respect due 
to them,)' commoners with Coronets on their coats of arms," 

... 	Lord Bolingbroke's Dissertut. on Parties, p.208. 
VOL. II: 	 2 1 
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possess a far better claim to the appellation of a 
popular assembly than the other. 	As to the cir- 
cumstance of " a peer being,  born a lawgiver, 
and sitting to represent himself," this, to his 
knowledge, was not peculiar to lords of parlia-
ment alone, for he knew many commoners, who, 
with worse educations, and less pretensions of 
every kind, were positively in the same 'predica-
ment,; and, not content with representing them-
selves, actually sent others in their own livery 
for that very purpose ! ' 

In respect to the people at large, he generally 
mentioned them towards the latter part of his life 
with respect : " they oily wanted instruction ; 
for the bulk of mankind always mean well, even 
when they are in the wrong." 	Like Phocion, 
however, he entertained but a slight opinion of 
their judgment; and, like him too, was but little 
solicitous of their approbation. 

In respect to commerce and the finances, he 
always spoke' with an unvarying despondency. 
When reminded one day, by me, of .the extent ' 
of our trade, the skill of our artisans, And the 
`superiority , of 'our machinery $ be ironically ob-
served, a that we had broken the heads of. our 
customers, and now wished to make theth pay 
for the plaister!" 	 , 	, 	v 

If he was desired to look at the btimber of 
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nevr buildings, and new improvements of every 
kind, whence the increasing wealth of a nation 
might fairly be inferred, it.  was his custom to re-
ply : " You are at this present moment in equi- 

'librio — at a stand still — you exist on what you 
have gained ; you live on the fat ; you will ,soon 
be lean enough'." - 

•On another occasion, when be heard of some 
failures in the city, his remark was, " you are 
not going — you are gone : — it is not a slight 

 hurt, but a mortal gangrene." 
Whenever he was told of a new ministry, it 

was his constant observation, " this will do no 
good ; if the 	4,  whigs come in, they will 
turn tories ; it is not the men that should be 
chanted, but the system !" 

Law, in his opinion, ought to be, not a luxury, 
for the rich, but a remedy, to be easily, speedily, 
and cheaply obtained by the poor: When told, 
that the courts ofiustice, "were open to all," he 
replied : " and so is the London Tavernr—to such 
as can pay for the entertainment!"  

On a sharp and expensive litigation taking 
A,  

place in Westminster IiIall, relative to the pre. 
petty of a sow, be observed, " that judges, court-
sel;dand attornies, ought all to be flogged, until 
they squeaked like one of her own pigs, for en- 
tertaining 

 
such a cause !" 	I apprehend, that he 

2 1 2 
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Waded, on this occasion, to the legal maxim, 
." de minims non curat lex." 

To the delays of Chancery, he was.. mortal 
foe, and quoted his own case, a •few years since, 
as a proof of it, adding, " I cannot now make 
my will for want of a decision !" 	• 

- 	The grand and noble maxim put into the 
month of a king 	of England by Magna 
Charta, which supposes, that the prince is always 
present in the Courts of justice, and always ex- 
claiming,. " milli 	vendi:nus, 	nulli 	ncgabiinus, 

'nulli deferimus, jusiitiam vel rectum," was con- 
stantly repeated by him to young lawyers. 	On 
being reminded, one day, that the "nulli vendi-
nms," alluded to the abominable practice, at 
one time in vogue, of selling the suit, he sharply 
replied, and with rather inure keenness than 
propriety, " that selling of the writ, which led 
to the judgment, was as bad as selling of the 
judgment itself!" 	, 
• He always declared loudly against " political 

judges ;" and, on being asked his precise, mean-
ing, he observed, " that the Chancery awl King's.  
Bench were fully sufficient to' occupy, the atten- 
tion of any two mortal men." 	' 

Mr. Horne Tooke, on di occasions,Anring the , 
latter part of his life' at least, seemed to have 
been extremely solicitous to ridicule, marriage. 

I 	 4 
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But, although matrimony was the general theme 
of his real or pretended disgust, yet, at 011C'par-' 
titular period, instead of being averse from, lie 

.appears, from good authority, to have been emi-
nently desirous of entering into the connubial 
state. 	On this occasion he wrought up his re- 
solution to such a pitch, as actually to " pro-. 
mse." 	He accordingly confided his sentiments 
to paper ; and this,, after being.. folded up in form. 
of a letter, was 	intrusted to 	a servant, with' 

• instructions, 	that it Might be transmitted by 
post. 	But suddenly repenting, he repaired in 
person • to 	the office, • and, 	on 	authenticating 
his pretensions, actually obtained the possession 
of his love epistle. 

Notwithstanding this, but for the intervention 
of Lath, which suddenly snatched the beautiful 
and'accomplished object of his affections away, . 
it is not at all improbable, that a match might 
have been finally made, and 'even this sturdy 
bachelor 'himself, 	hailed 	as 	" Benedict :the 
tnarrieilman !" 	It might gratify curiosity, to 
know the name of ,this fair one ; bat perhaps 
r have . no right to mention even her initials :. 
without violating the 'decencies of life, I think, 

' hoWever, it may be permitted me to state, that 
she was miss A., sister to, a general who served, 

i. fltiring. Ynan y years, in the, horse-guards, 	. , 	• 
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On being lately reminded, after a laboured 
invective against matrimony, " that if a certain 
lady had been alive, he would, at that moment, . 
have been the slave of a woman !" be replied; 
with his usual felicity, "a woman! no, no; she 
was not a woman, but an angel !" 

Sometimes he was accustomed to exclaim with 
Swift, " that he •who marries a wife because he 
cannot always live.chastely; is much life a ;nen, 
who, finding a few humours in his body;  resolves 
to wear a perpetual blister !" 

Perhaps the truth of the matter is; that he 
was too much occupied about public affairs, the 
earlier part of his life, to be in earnest as to ma, 
trimony ; and, when he had fixed his affections 
towards its decline, be considered himielf as too 
poor to live %respectably with the woman of his 
heart. 	As to a cc rich wife," or a Wedding for 
the sake of a bargain," as he called it, he ever 
bad insupeiable objections, and seemed to think, 
-that, for.  mutual 	comfort, the wealth ought',  
Ineser to be on the side of the female*. 

A gcntleman,-al though well aware oiNt.Horne 
P 	A 

Tooke's prejudices against marriage, oeriously 
advised him, one evening, " to settle, andtakQ 

% ,, Supprbice conjugales duo stimuli : dos et forma. 	illul- 

	

turn dotata uxore Midi est importunius, nihit intrattaWlius.s4 	. 
pE ItEMED. iiTillys ro1Tux4. 
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a wife:' 	!‘ With all my heart I" replied the 
other, in his dry sarcastic manner, " _and pray, 
what man's wife would you advise me to take ?" 

Notwithstariding all this, one evening, after 
the ladies had retired, he pronounced a. warm 
.and eloquent eulogium on conjugal happiness; 
and with great force and persjiieacity, demon-
strated the pleasures, .conveniency, polity, and 
advantages of matrimony, without which, chil-
dren could never be reared or educated for. the 
service of the state. 	' 	 . 

No man was ever more careless of praise to- 
. wards the latter end of his life. 	A person who 
bad written for years against him in a certain 
newspaper, at last felt, or affected to feel, a.  full 
conviction of the injustice he. had committed, 
and actually repaired to Wimbledon for the, ex-
press purpose of making the amen &e honorable: 
but he was coolly received by ,the philologist, who 
observed, M:", that be posseSsed no spleen what- 
ever t,' against him, and he, was welcome to pro- 
ceed'exactly as before, if it could be of any ser, 
'viceto his interests." 

Ile thought, perhaps, with a great orator of 
, antiquity; " that groundless opinions are de-
stroyed, 

 
and rational judgments confirmed by • 

titne."* 
* Orinionum commenta Met .dies, Natutle judicia con, 

- firmat.—.Cie. de Nat Por. 1. ii.  
1,4 
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' 	There is one point in which, in my 'opinion, . 
Mr. Too'ke and, all the' politicians of h4 school 
have failed, and that is, in distinguishing justly 
'between what is absolutely best in speculation, 
.and what is the best practicable, in particular 
conjunctures. 	, 	 • , 	 . 

'In respect to the constitution, be thought, with _ 
the author of " The Dissertation upon Parties,' 
that we ought to make, all f$overmnents, and 

- mill more, all parties, bow to it, and steer it to ..... 
bow to none." 	. 	 . 

He constantly: inculcated good faith in all 
transactions, and frequently, quoted the , Italian' 
proverb, implying every proMise to be. sacred. . 

. ' 	• 	el  Ogni promessa é debita." 	 . 

Mr. Tooke observed of English manners, that 
they ,had .not changed by .degrees,. but all of 
a sudden ; and he attributed it chiefly to our 
connexion with India, that luxury and corrup- 
tion had flowed in, 	not . as in Greece, like a 

.. gentle rivulet, but .after 'the nianncr of a tor-
tents. ' 

He thought, in common with the wisest and- 
best of. men, 	that, tinder free; which many 
persons 'improperly • confound with. republican, 
forms, 'societies 	are 	more . happy, 	fatelligentl  • 

,* Mores majorum, non paultim antes, sed Coventis inodf4 
precipitati."—Sal. Fra4. 
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prosperoUs, and glorious,,than under absolute 
monarchies. 	 , 	... 

Sometimes he called Englarid a " common- • 
, wealth ;IONA this was to be taken in exactly 
the same sense, as this very term was employed 4 . 

both by Elizabeth and James I. 	• 
Revolutions, 	according to him, 	constantly 	, 

proceed frorri the continued sufferings, not the 
og,eftsional caprice of a people. 	It was in this 
point of view .that he .con.templated the resist- 
ance -of the Corsicans to the. French ; 	of the 
Brabancons to the Austrians, &c. 	I find, that 
great statesman, • the duke de Sulli, expressing 
himself exactly in the sanie manner, 4a. century _ 
and a half before :— Les revolutions qui nrrivent . 

. 
 

clans les grandes etats, ne so d point un 
L  effet die ,  

hazard, Sri du caprice des maple: 	Ce West, fa- • 
nulls par envie d'attaquer qu'elle se souleve, mail 

rpar impatience de soitifrir." 	. 
Having learned one day, that a gentleman in 

. company had two interviews with the late Mr- 
„ Perc ivpl, he asked his opinion ()fillip. 	On hear-.  
ing ” that,he was the quickest and readiest man 
with whom he had ever conversed ;" he demand-
ed'on what itibjects they had spoken '? On this, 
it was 	that the conversatioils were both 
miscellaneous and interesting, as Alley included 
the genera policy of the nation, 'the causes of 
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the French revolution, &c. &c. 	After listening 
for some time with great patience, he himself 
made an attempt to describe his character, with 
all the brevity and sententiousness of Wacitus : 

44  Par negotk ueque supra." 

He considered those as the noblest of man-
kind, who had instituted wise forms of govenir  
ment ; and contemplated those as the greatest 
heroes who had sacrificed their lives for the 
overthrow of bad, or the pregervation of good 
systems : " a well-constructed one ought al-
ways to be contemplated as a grand desidera-
tum, because productive of salutary and perma- 
nent advantages.' 	• 

One day, while speaking on the blessings re-
sulting from a good government, he delivered 
an eulogium on that of England ; and although 
evidently under the pressure of disease, yet, with 

- the tears ready to start from his eyes, he ob e 
served : " that he had hoped to have offered 
himself up as a sacrifice in its behalf r 

No Man ever felt greater ,indignation'At op-
pression, more especially when committed under 
the sanction of the laws. 	. 	- 	t 
• , Happening to call one day, after the war with 
France, on a tradesman from whom he obtained 
his snuff, he  beheld his wife in the deepest a..„ 
fiiction ; 	on which 	he eagerly inquired ' th 
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cause ? She readily informed him that her bus- 
- band, who was a German, and had been eight-. 

een years in this country, where he had ac, 
• mired a .competency by his industry, was pe-
remptorily commanded to leave 'the kingdom 
within twenty-four hours, by order of one of 
the secretaries of state. 	On being asked what 
he was accused of ? The poor woman answered ; 
" there 	was 	no reason whatsoever assign- 
ed !" 	,* 	• 

On this, Mr. Tooke rejoined, " that it was 
impossible ; for the nobleman alluded to did not 
possess the right of banishment, the act relating 
to foreigners not authorizing such severity."— 
But on hearing the observation, " that it was 
impossible to contend with power," her cus-
tomer nodded assent, and asked, " if her bus- 

.band had not been cook in some lord's family ?" 
Upon her replying in the, affirmative, he ad-
vised her " to go and try through that channel," 
She did so, and proved successful, for the snuff-
man was suffered to remain.  

" Here," said Mr. Tooke, " was a gross vio-
lation of the law in the first instance, and A 

' 	4 	 . 
corrupt acquiescence in the second I" 
r One, evening, during his trial, a gentleman 

olYserved to the prisoner, that he had not seen 
1prd *' * * * * * in court that afternoon. 
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" You are. mistaken, my friend, for be cer-
tainly was there."- 

-" Indeed ! 	I. am astonished be escaped • my,  
notice. 	What a handsome, good-looking no-. t 	• Woman le is." 

" I have some reason to think," replied Mr. 
• Tooke, 44  that you never saw his face." 	, 

" Never saw his face !---" 	•- 	, . 
" No :—I myself, after an acquaintance of 

many .years, never saw •it ,twit once I.  and that • 
I 	him.  A 	 in his was when 	called 	sc—1 	own 

house :---Then I beheld it for the first time, and 
a most infernal one it assuredly was!" 	• 

Scion after the commencement of the first 
' French war, taxes were of course imposed for 

the purpose of carrying it on. 	Among others 
was an impost on hats, and, as Mr. TOoke con-
sidered that these were. not necessary to his ex-• 
istence, or perhaps even to his comfort, *he con-
ceived the strange and very extraordinary reso, 
intion of doing. without them, as the wearing of 
these would be a voluntary assistance towards 
carrying on a contest, which he deemed unjust.. 
In the meantime, as nothing.  was to be paid foi' 
his old hat, he commenced* his plan with that, `. 

.% alWhys wearing it under his arm, as if gomg tar 
court. 	 - 	 ' . 	. 

' On being asked if he would not be subject to 
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. 	• 
• the rheums and colds ? he replied, " no ; 'I am 
'too old for that ; for when the hair begins to 
'fall, the skull at the same time begins to thick-
en ; nay, it becomes' more thick and more hard, 
in consequence of exposure to the air, by being 
left without a.covering." 	• 	 . 

I.  leave the first of these positions for the ana-
tomist' to decide upon ; as to ,the second, I find 
that Herodotus, on describing a field of battle, 
observed, that *the skulls of the Persians; Who 
wore a species of iurbans, were easill 'pierced by. 

- the sword ; while those of the Egyptians, on the 
contrary, who were constantly exposed to the 

. weather, appeared, in the language of the histo- 
. rian, " to be harder than the stones with which 

they' were mixed." 	• 	i 	. 
Towards the latter end of his life, Mr. Tooke 

• • 
bad become wealthy and independent. 	He, in- 
deed, did .not keep his carriage, but hired'one 
occasionally; as wanted ; and this appears to 
have been the only article of luxury ,which was 
wanting to irender •his establishment complete. 

•In short, when it is rpeolleeted that he possess- 
. ed an excellent house and gardens ; a cellar , 

well stocked with wines ; and a table daily fur-
nished ''with all the delicacies of the season; it 
might almost be said of him, as Johnson did 
of Dr. Campbell: f c  that he was the richest 
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.  

author who ever grazed the common
.  of liter

,
a- • 

ture." 	. .  
• If his expenses are to be estimated by.those. 
'of other men, they could •not be far short.  of 
fifteen hundred a year ; and in 1811'-12,. when.  
he heightened his garden-wall, paved his court-
yard, new furnished part of his house, and 
erected his tomb, they must have exceead 
2500/. 	But it ought to be here added, that the 

'economy of his household was managed, with 
great discretion and propriety. 	Throughout 
the whole department, contraries seemed to be 
studiously reconciled ; for there was to be found 
plenty without waste, and variety. without ex- 

. travagance.. 	 • 
He himself, for a long series of years; had been 

accustomed to inspect the tradesmen's bills ; to 
enter their amount in a boglt ; and to. keep a. 
detailed account of all his outgoings. 	When-his 
letters, notes, and manuscripts of all kinds, were 
comtnitted to the flames, these escaped the ge- , 
neral conflagration ; and I saw them, after his 
death, lying, as 'mita], 'in, due, order, on a side 
table. 	In . fine, all claims whatsoever were re- 
gularly audited and paid, and SQ paytiettlar 'and 
exact did he at length become, 	that he, was 
accustomed to 	 ell the precise price of every 
piece of ftirniture in his apartment!  'that had 
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been 	purchased 	during 	the last twenty-five 
years. 	 . 	, 
• 'pie library at Wimbledon was select rather 

than voluminous. It contained a copy of the first 
`folio edition of .Shakspeare, an' interleaved dic-
tionary,• by johnson,"enriehed with manuscript 
notes, lately valued at 300/. together with a few 
works of note. 	The author was not addicted, 
after the 'fashion of the present age, to collect 
black letter books, or purchase fine copies, or 
rare editions, at an extravagant price. 	Nor . 
doses he ever appe'ar to have been enamoured 
With cream-coloured,bindings, or broad margins, 
or costly specimens of typography. 	• 
• He detested literary foppery : his collection . 

was intended for use and reference ; not show, 
curiosity, or splendour. 	Ile Contemplated large 
libraries as noble depositaries of human know-
ledge; hut be often expressed his wonder at the 
sums lavished on purchases of this kind by men 
of fashion, who have ,neither time nor inclina- 

J tion for study ; and he has been known to coin- 
' pare .a library, founded by one .  of these, to - a 

seraglio. collected for a Tenducci, or a Rausini I 
As a••writer, he was learned, able, and per.; 

ispicuons ; hot, on the other hand, it must be 
allowed, thae.he was severer  in no •common,de-, 
gree : he himself appears to have 'been sensible 
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.of this ; for he allows, " that he speaks too 
sharply for philosophy ;" but it is added, • that 
be disdained " to handle any useful truth dain- 
tily, as if be feared it should sting bim." 	On 
one occasion he represents lord Monbaddo, as" 
" incapable of writing. a sentence of. common 
English." 	Not content with doubting the' jus- 
tice of the; earl of Mansfield's decisions, he wa's 
accustomed to question his knowledge of the ' 
laws. 	He also underrates ,the talents of Mr. 
Harris ; and even, when he allows that the 
Hermes shad been 'received with universal ap-, 
probation, both abroad and at home, he adds, 
with even more than customary asperity, c4  be-
cause, as judges shelter. their knavery by precz-
dent, so do scholars their ignorance 'by aw-
thorny."  

Mr. H. Tooke was a, great enemy to every 
dill-1g that bore the appearance of being .sloven- 
ly or indolent in composition'. 	On the contrary, 
he Was always a strenuous advocate for care.and 
precision. 	Even in respect to familiar corres- 
pondence, he' was of opinion, that all the. mi-
nuteness of a special pleader ought to be adopt- 
ed. 	As letters, even on the most trivial subjects, 
are intended to express the precise meaning'and . 
design of • the writer, he. thought they  could 
never be rendered too plain or intelligible ; 	and 
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he constantly maintained.  that too much dare 
could not be employed tO suppress every loose, 
equivocal, or doubtful expression. 	It was with 

•-this via, that he himself not only avoided all 
• abbreviations and contractions, but condemned 
them. in others, as improper, .and almost as of- 
fensive. . 
- Mr. Tooke did not, like Johnson; employ 
new, uncommon, or sonorous words, immediately 

. derived from the learned languages.' Ile rather 
followed the example 'of Swift,' and artfully se- 
lected all the necessary and usual terms in use, 
so as to render them apposite to the subject. 

During the 	early period 	of 	his 	life, he 
obtained but a trifling remuneration for his lite- 
rary labours. 	But his work on language, the 
fruit of his maturer years,. proved eminently 
beneficial. 	From his publisher, the late Mr. 
Johnson, of St. Paul's Churth-yard, he obtained 
sums, at various times, to the amount of about 
one thousand pounds; and he told me, that on a. 
final settlement with his successors, he was paid 
another thousand, a circumstance since confirmed 
on application to the booksellers themselves. 
.le himself also received subscriptions -to a 'very 

considerable amount; and, on the whole, there 
is reason to suppose, that the total may have 
amounted to between four and five thousand 

VOL. II. 	• 	2 K. ,' 
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pounds, all of which sum appears to have been. 
clear gain, for no book' was ever advertised so little. 
The author was accustomed to say, that he 
never paid for more than one single advertise-
ment; and I have been assured, by those best 
calculated to decide on this occasion, that the 
amount 	so expended 	did 	not 	exceed 	ten 
pounds? 
. 	Thus, the literary labours of 11r. Tooke were 
far from being detrimental to his fortune. 	In-, 
deed, with a very few exceptions, such as the 
large sums • obtained by Mr. Gibbon, for his 
History of the Decline and Fall of the , Ito- 
man Empire; 	Mr. Pope, for 	bis Transla- 
tion of •Homer; Mr. IIayley*, for his Life of 
Cowper; and Dr. Samuel Johnson for his Diction-
ary; no one, in modern times, perhaps, has ob-
tained a greater pecuniary reward for a couple of 
quarto volumes. 	! ! 	 . 

In his youth, he appears not to have been in-
sensible to show; and in foreign countries he 
was remarked for the elegance of his clothes. 
In tngland, while a clergyman, he always paid 
a particular attention to neatness; 	and con- 
stantly wore the best of every thing. 	After he 	' 

! I have been assured that Mr. Hayley obtained the a)• 
most incredi4h. sum of eleven thousand pounds by the Life 
of Cowper alma? . 	 .. 
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became once more a layman, it was observed 
that he evinced his original taste; but towards 
the middle, and during the whole of the Putter 
part of his life, he was uncommonly anxious, 
both' in respect to dress and appearance, that 
he should in no instance whatsoever differ from" 
other men. 	It was his declared opinion, " that 
nothing could be more singular than to have no 
singularity." 

This, however, must be admitted With some 
exceptions; for he declined buying a new, and 
indeed refrained, for a time, from the use of any 
hat at all, lest he might thereby contribute to 
the carrying on a war, which had not received 
the sanction of his judgment. 	Perhaps lie left 
off powder also, from the same cause. 	,Certain 
it is, that, after making the grand tour twice, 
and visiting France frequeptly, his hair appears 
to have 'been dressed, and his clothes cut, in 

'exact conformity with the Parisian taste; but 
he afterwards put aside all foreign refinements, 
and appeared of the true old English school in 
every thing appertaining to him. 	• 

Of late years, his grey locks were  combed 
carelessly over his forehead, and as his temples 
were bereft of hair, and he appeared rather bald 
hehind, his head began to assume something of 
the venerable and apostolic cast; a supposition 

2K 2 
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not at all belied, when in a studious mood, by 
the form and ekpreSsion of his features. 	• 

His favourite colour, until a recent period, 
when he changed it for a livelier one, appears 
to have been dark• brown, and he usually wore 
a cloth coat of that shade, without a collar, and 
with buttons on the cuffs and at the pockets7  
He had been long addicted to snuff, in which be 
indulged greatly, -and constantly carried a large 
box in his pocket. 	His rappee was freely corn-' 
inunicated to all around, who chose to follow 
his example; and this was generally the signa' 
for telling a facetious story. 	He seldom, in- 
deed, concluded a droll adventure, and "set the 
table in a roar," which he performed with 
the gravest face imaginable)  without taking a 
pinch of his Strasburgh! 

Mr. Tooke has 14 behind him two daughters, 
i{ary and Charlotte. 	The fate of "his girls," 
as he was accustomed to term them, engaged 
his most serious attention, at a period of his life, i 
when his own fortune was as yet uncertain‘, and 
be 	frequet4ly pondered as to the means of 
settling a sufficient provision on them. 	This 
was at length happily effected, and their inces-
sant attention and constant eagerness to serve 
and to please him, well merited all his regard. 
If in the division, they were unequally provided - 
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' 

. 
for, by the appropriation of the landed estqe to 
the elder, this proceeded not from any dislike 
to, and far less from any misconduct on the part 
of the younger, whose character and behaviour, 
like. that of her sister, have always been emi-
nently.respectable and correct. 

Mr. Tooke also had a son *, who was sent to 
India many years since, and soon raised to an 

, honourable and lucrative situation, in the em-
.ployment of the company, in consequence of his 

. recommendations 	and abilities.— He is still 
abroad. 	, 

Here follows a copy 'of his will,. which, in 
point of legal import, is perhaps different to 
what it may appear on a cursory perusal. 

S' 1 JOHN HORNE TOOKE, on this day, Tues- 
" day, the tenth of June, one thousand eight 
" hundred, at Wimbledon, hi the county of Sur-, 
‘ rey, make this my last Will and Testament. I 

‘" give And bequeath to Mary Harte, at this time 
cc and long since residing with me at my house, 
gc at Wimbledon aforesaid, and to her heirs for 
" ever, my freehold house and lands at Wim- 

- " bledon aforesaid, , togethwer with every thing 
ic else of which I may• die possessed in any 

Mr. Montague. 
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ce place, and to which I may be entitled; and I 
" appoint the said Mary Harte my sole exe-
fi  cutrix.  

" JOHN HORNE TOOKE." 
• ELIZABETH HARVEY. 

" Witnessed by us HENRIETTA HARVEY. 
ELIZA NORTON." 

" I confirm and republish the above written, 
" as my last Will. and Testament, this sixth of 
" October, one thousand eight hundred and, 
" eight. 

a JOHN HORNE TOOKE." 

(FRANCIS BURDETT. 
" Witnesses GEORGE PEARSON. • 

1 JOHN SANFORD." 

Of Mr. Tooke, there is a portrait at full 
length in oil, which was painted by Brampton, 
in 1777, ,while he was a prisoner within. the 
Rules of the King's Bench. 	He appears there 
in the character of a private gentleman, dressed 
in a fawn coloured cloth coat without a collar. 
The buttons are embroidered with silk, and his 
hair is cut, dressed, and powdered according to 
the fashion of that day. 	It ought not to. be 
omitted, that in allusion to 	his philological 
labours, he is there represented adjusting the 
wings to the cap of Mercury. 	This wa4 placed 
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on the left hand of the staircase; and it is not a 
little remarkable, that the frame was new gilded, 
fn. compliance with his. instructions, but a few 
inonths before his decease.  

There is a bust of him, in possessiou of sir 
Francis Burdett, finely executed, by the elder 
Bacon. 	It represents Lim in his best manner .. 
and best days; and was intended as a present to' 
St. John's College, Cambridge. 

Another was modelled by 	Mr. Chantry, 
during that illness ,which finally terminated his 
existence. 	The artist, on 	this occasion, had 
great difficulties to struggle with, for, as his flesh 
was gone, 'the muscles had become bare, and 
there was but little of his former self remaining. 
He finished it, however, to the entire satisfaction 
of Mr. T6oke and such of his friends, as, by vi-
siting him at that period, were enabled to verify 
the correctness of the similitude, and do justice 
to the artist.  

In a picture,. in crayons, 	of the two miss 
Hanes,-  a third bust is introduced by the late 
Mr. J. R. Smith; and a portrait, by 	Mr. S. 
Percy, 'appeared in the Exhibition of 1803. • 
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. 	• 	 . 

Consisting of a Chronologico-biographical Table, a 
Song, and a Letter to a Friend; all written 

by Me late John Horne Tooke, 
• 

I. N^ I. 

1736—June—Born, St. Anne's, Soho, 
43. Soho Square Academy. 

, 44.. Westininster. 
46. Eton. 	 . 
53. Sevenoaks, Kent — a private tutor. 
54. Ravenstone, Northamptonshire, ditto. 
55.• Cambridge, St, John's College. 
56. Inner Temple. 
GO.. Brentford. 	' 	' 
63. France with Elwes, 
G. Petition of an Englishman. 
66. Italy with Taylor. 
68. Wilkes's election for Middlesex. 
69. Sermon, and Foote's appeal. 
74. Custody of serjeant at arms, house of commons. 
75. American advertisement. 
77. Trial—Iiing'sBenchprison,LettertoUr,Dunning. 
7d.,  Proceedings --- Error. 	r 
79. Pout —Rejected at Inner Temple. 
80. Facts. 
84. Letter to lord Ashburton." 

. $C. Diversions of Purley. 
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1;87. Prince of Wales. 

188. Portraits. 
90. Westminster election. 
92. Trial of Action — Fox. 
94. Privy council.—Messenger.—Tower.—Mewgate. 

--Trial. 
96. Westminster election. 

--...—.... 

NN II. 

THE .BIRTH-DIY OF OUR LIBERTIES. 

I. 
.Rouse, arouse from this slumber, thou child of oppression, 
Away' with this vile, this unmanly depression; 	, 
Join the bands of Thy countrymen armed with thunder, 
To burst all these shackles, these fetters asunder;, 
See they charge them, they rush on to conquer dr die; 
See they follow them, they follow, they are broken, they fly; 
They,are conquer'd, they perish, no tyrant survives, 
And the day of their deaths, is the first of our lives. 

. 	 II. 	• 
These tyrants suppress'd, there shall rise up no other, 
But each man behold in his neighbour a brother : 
Equal rights, equal laws, equal blessings shall nourish, 
Peace; justice, and . plenty, henceforward shall flourisli.: 
0 guard them with jealousy, spurn from this hour.)  
The bribe of corruption, the menace of power,]  
And be this our decision, whilst Freedom, survives, 
That the day of its death, be the last qf our lives. . 
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NI' III. 
• . 
" MY dear Cartwright, more dear to me than ever. You. 

know that it was brought against me as a treasonable act, 
that I had belonged to a society which gave thanks to Mr: 
Paine for his Rights of Man : now your letters to the 
duke of Bedford*, contain much more treason against 
scoundrels than any thing written by Paine in the whole 
course of his life; and yet I do not hesitate to give to you 
my most deliberate thanks and praise for this most trea- 
sonable production. ' 'I,  know not which most to com- 
mend, its skill or its courage; but for its principle, I still' 
am, and always 'was ready, in any useful manner, to lay.  

.down my life. 	The gout, which, at this time, is furiously 
upon me; abates not one jot of my resolution. 	But the 

• out affects only my limbs : I fear you will find it in the 
heads and hearts of most of our countrymen. 

, 	1 " 'However —I bone quo virtus tua to vocat --I pede • 
fausto. i 	. 	. 	. 

1 

". Most affectionately yours, 

, 	 4,J. HORNE TOOKE." 

1 Wimbledon, Nov. 4, 1805." 
i 	. , . 
/ 	"41). S. I shall send to-morrow to' W. Scott's, by the 

.stage, some gooseberries and currants, of differe.nt sorts; 
strawberries of different sorts; and come fine red band 
white ra;pberry.  roots. 	I forbear paying the carriage, in 
order t&secure the delivery of them." 

* "The State . of the Nation, in a Series a Letters to hie Grace the 
Duke of Bedford." .— Jones, Newgate Street. • 1805- 
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INDEX: 
. 	. 

The Roman numerals denote the volume; the Arabic figures, the page. 
The letter a marks a reference to the notes. 

.A. 	. 
ADAIR, Mr. serjeant, appears for the city printers, i 348 
ADDINGTON, Mr., (tiow viscount Sidmouth) moves the House 

of Commons respecting Mr. John Horne 
Tooke, ii 258 

MAMMA, the vow with, its commencement, i 431.  the doctrines in 	opposition to that contest, its 
• stated by Mr. Horne, 432 

battle of Lexington, 435 	 • 
APREECE, sir Thomas, becomes acquainted with Mr. Horne 

at Montpelier, i 7$ 
ARABIN, general, his portrait placed at Wimbledon, ii 325 
ASHBURTON, lord, anecdotes of, i SI 

writes a letter against lord Mansfield, 447 
a letter on language, addressed to him by Mr. 

Horne Tooke, ii 7 
the most learned lawyer at the English bar, 9 

B.  
. Rpattoirw, Mr., anecdotes of, ii 330 
BARONS, the English, oppose the introduction of the civil law, 

ii 	17 
BARRISTERS, their political opinions, ii 401 
BEADON; Dr., supports Mr. Horne at Cambridge, i 321 	. 
BEcKTORD, alderman, his famous reply to the king, when 

lord mayor, suggested by Mr. Horne, i 157 
dies and obtains a statue, ibid. 
account of, ii 278 
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BINGLEY„ hig case, ii 168 
Bosviug, Mr., anecdotes of; ii 308 	, 
Blows, Mr. Timothy, a visitor at- Wimbledon, i 306 
BUCCLEUGH, late duke of, becomes acquainted with Mr. 

Horne, i 75 	, 	 . 
BURDETT, sir Francis, is introduced to Mr. Tooke, ii 233 

their intimacy, 306 
is declared one of Mr: Tooke's heirs, 404 

BURKE, right hon. Edmund, his character, i 433 
BUTE, earl of, his character, i 50 

C. 	. 

CAMDEN, lord, writes a pamphlet against lord Mansfield*  i 47 
CHATHAM?  lord, account. of, i 46 
CHURCHILL„ Charles, character or, i 353 
CLERGY, acted as lawyers before the reformation, ii 17 
CLINE, Mi.,. greatly respected by Mr. Tooke, •ii .327 
COMMONS, House of, its contest with the city printers, i 345 
CONSTITUTIONAL Society,' takes part against the war with 

America, i 435 
its revenues, i 	14.1 

CONVERSATIONS at Wimbledon, ii 335 
CORRESPONDING Society, history of, ii 82 
CROSBY, Brass, lord mayor, account of, i 338 
CROWE, Mr., a lover of horticulture, ii 332 

' 	 D. 
DAVY, sir Ilumphry, is introduced to Mr. Tooke, ii 327 
Ds GREY, chief justice, declares certainty to be uncertain, 

, 	ii 	10 	. 
Dorm*, Mr., (afterwards lord Ashburton) account of, i 31 

' a letter to, from Mr. Horne, ii '7 	 1 

E. 

Easitnsis, Mr., (now lord) account of, ii 305 
EXCHEQUER, an anomaly in the law of evidence admitted 

there, ii 403 
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EYRE, sir:  James, one of I%Ir. Horne Tookers opponents, 
ii 	n. 7 	' 

presides as judge at his trial, 126 

F.  
Fox, Charles,'"his verses at Eton, i 15 

t declares against the American war, 433 
is opposed for Westminster, by Mr. Horne Tooke, ii 50 
character of, in early life, 79 
address to the electors of Westminster, 1613 
his generous conduct to Mr. H. Tooke, 248 

FRANCIS, Dr., account of, i 3.56  
sir Philip, K. B. ib.• 

G. ' 
GARRICK, Mr., is threatened by Mr. Wilkes, i n. 2.56 
GEDDES, Dr., anecdotes of, ii 919 
Geouoa II. the latter part of his reign happy and prosperous, 

i 44 	 . 
• III. the commencement of his reign popular, i 45 
GLYNN, Mr. serjeant, recommended as knight of the shire for 

Middlesex, by Mr. Home, i 103 
defends Mr. Horne, on an accusation for publishing 

a libel, 138 
becomes a member of the " Bill of Rights" society; 163 

f' 	account of, 278 	 6 	. 
GRANTLEY, lord, (the first) his spirited conduct while attorney.' 

general, i 443 
lord, (the present) his character while a corn-' 

moner, i 143 

• • 	 H. 
HARDY, Mr., his introduction to Mr. Tooke, ii 82 
Hants, the Miss, account of, ii 102 	. 
HAsmos, Mr, his trial, i 79 
HonAnTn, account of, i 358 	. 	' 
HORNE, John, father of John Home Tooke, some account of, i d 

his family, 0 et seq. 
was on- officer in the train bands, 1,0 
becomes poulterer to the prince of Wales, 13 

   
  



INDEX. 
. 	 . HORNE, John, (the subject'of these memoirs) born in Newport 
street, i 6  

is sent to Soho Square Academy, 13 ' 
removes to Westminster school, 14 
is afterwards sent to Eton, ib. 	. 
character while a boy, 16 
loses the sight of his right eye, 17 
elopes from a school, in Kent, 18 
anecdote concerning his birth, 21 
is sent to 'Cambridge, 22 	. 
becomes an usher at a boarding school, 23 
his opinions concerning education, 25 
a great advocate for learning, 27 
enters into ceders as deacon, at the earnest recom- 

mendation of his father, 28 	. 
is attached to the study of the law, 29 
beComes a member of the society of the Inner Tem- 

ple, 30 
associates with Mr. Dunning and Mr. Kenyon, 31, 32 
is ordained a priest, 33 	' 
obtains the cliapelry of New Brantford, 34 
visits France, 3.5 
is promised preferment in the church, 36 
his character'as a clergyman, 37 
his hatred to popery, 38 
becomes kind and attentive to the sick, 39 
turns politician, 41 	 .. 

is a great admirer of the earl of Chatham, 57 
becomes a political writer, ib. 
account of his first pamphlet, 59 
travels into Italy, 67 
becomes acquainted with Mr. and Mrs. Sheridan, 68 
secs and converses with Mr. Wilkes at Paris, 60 

	

visits Voltaire and Sterne, 71 	 { 
his letter to Wilkes from Montpelier, 76 
dispute.and reconciliation with the patriot, 83 

	

becomes a popular divine, 85 	 • 
assists Mr. Wilkes in the Middlesex election,. 92 
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'Holm, John; his tetters to sir Wm. B. Proctor, i 97 
rescues colonel Luttrell from the mob, 102 
recommends serjeant Glynn for Middlesex, 103 
convicts M'Quirk of 'murder, 105 	 . 
seizes on the murderers of Clarke, 106 	• 
opposes the execution of the Spital Fields' weavers, 10t 
writes and publishes a work on this subject, 114 
composes and publishes a sermon, 116 
dispute with Mr. Onslow, 120 
letter to him, 121 	' 
prosecution for a libel, 137 
trial at Kingston, 138 
acquittal and motion for a new trial, 140 
proves lord Mansfield to have misdirected the jury, 

143 	 •  
moves and carries an address to the king, 146 
pens a remonstrance from the city of London, 151 
draws up the famous reply to George III. 156 
demands a pledge for the constitution, 160 
founds the ‘6 Bill of Rights" society, 163 
conceives the idea of supporting Bingley, 168 
the result, 174 
his dispute with Mr. Wilkes, 176 
correspondence with that gentleman, 179 
accuses Mr. Wilkes of meanness, 208 
takes a degree at Cambridge, 320  
is opposed by Mr. Paley, Mr. Hubbard, and lord 

Mumford, 521 
opposes the House of Commons respecting the liberty 

of the press, 332 	' 	" 	. 
vindicates the claims of the newspapers, by means of 

the city magistrates, 338  
• contest with Junius, 363 
determines to be called to the bar, 418 
resigns his living at Brentford, 419 
retires to a cottage in the neighbourhood, ib. 

• his talents and qualifications for the bar, 420 
VOL. II. 	 2 L 
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HonNE, Sohn, becomes an economist—an anecdote, i 421 
interposes in behalf of his friend Mr. W. Tooke, 422 
libel on sir Fletcher Norton, 428 • 
is ordered to the bar of the House of Commons; 429 
prevents the estate of Mr. W. Tooke from being in- 

cluded in an enclosure bill, 430 
declares against the American war, 431 
denies the right of taxing the colonies, 432 
publishes an advertisenient, accusing the king's troops 

of murder, 43.5 
is prosecuted for a libel, 448 
his trial and defence, 449 
is sent to- the King's Bench prison, ii 1 
situation there, 3 
his generous conduct to a poor woman, 6 
addresses a letter so Mr. Dunning on language, 7 
is released from prison, 11 
is seized with the gout, 13 
applies for a call to the bar, 14 
is rejected by the benchers of the Inner Temple, 18 
ptiblishes a tract against the American war, 21 
becomes an agriculturist, 25 
returns to.  town, after a short stay at Witton, 26 ' 
reform of parliament,• history of; 30 and 31 

. supports Mr. Pitt in a plan for a parliamentary re- 
form, 34 

publishes a pamphlet on this subject, 35 
• his plan,. 37 . 	' 
supports the prerogative of the crown, 39 

' determines not to make any innovations, ib. 
object¢ to universal A uffrage; 41 
sides with thereat.' of Shelburne, 44. 	• 	. , 	• 
agrees to Mr. Pift's scheme respecting the. decand 

boroughs, 44 
associates with lord Camden and Mr. Pitt, 49' 
derlaret against Mr. Fox, 50 	 . 
publishes vol. i. of his great work on language, 54 
addresses a letter to the prince of WaleS, 68 

   
  



' INDEX. 
IlonxE, John publishes his two pair of portraits, it '70 

his opinion of the claims of the East-India Com- 
pany, 80 

rescues some Englishmen from'slavery, 81 
objects to the plan of universal suffrage, S2 
becomes a candidate for Westminster, .83 
address to the electors, S4 
opposes Mr. Fox, S7. 
loses the election, 80 
address to the House of Common, 02 
trial with Mr. Fox, 100 
speech in court, 101 
he Ieaves London and retires to Wimbledon, 109 , 
his opinion relative to the French revolution, 113 
is exposed to the artifices of a spy, 116 
arrested and sent to the Tower, 120 
transferred to Newgate, 125 
arraigned at the Old Bailey, 133 
refuses to pay the income tax, 157 
scheme for rendering him independent, 160 
particulars of his fortune, 161 
account of his tfaughters, 162 
becomes mice more a Candidate for Westminster,165 
loses his election„ 229 
becomes acquainted with sir Francis Burdett, 2'33 
is returned for Old Saturn, '238 
his speeches in parliament, 240, 241 
is disqualified by an act of the legislative, 260 
engages in a suit in Chancery, 271 
controversy with Dr. Geddes, 319 
his opinion concerning the middle aces, 404. 	' 
he opposes an unjust claim, under the name of a 

tax, 406 
account of his illness, 410 
statement of his disease, 421 
death, 446 

2 L 2 
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Hoar!E, John, burial, ii 449 	. •.i  . 	. descrption Of his person, ii 450 
• conversation, 451, 459 

character, 453 	s 
political principles, 463 

• • 
. . 	J. 

• JAMES, major, account of, ii 321. 	 . 
,. JOYCE; the ileir. Jeremiah, his alarming note to Mr. Tooke,'• 

_ 	i119 
Aims, first mentions the name of Mr: Horne, 1 107 • . 

predicts the result of the, controversy between Mr. 
• Horne.  and Mr. Onslow, 144 	# 	1 

praises 	the 	society 	for 	supporting 'the .Bill of 
Rights, 166 	 , 

account of his first appearance, 359 
attacks gr. Horne, 362 	, 
Mre  Horne's reply, 363 . 	• 	, 	• K.  

KENYON, Mr., afterwards lord Kenyon, 	some account, 
of, i 32 

his attack on Mr. Horne Tooke, 103 
. his charge to-the jury, 109 	- 

KING'S Bench pi•ison, unhealthy, ii 1 
its miseries, 2 	 • 

Krliont•Mr., greatly respected by Mr. Tooke, ii 332 

L.  
LANSDOWNE, marquis of, his character, i 159 	, 
lavri,EY and the King, a case referred to, by Mr. Horne 

. 	, 	Tooke,ii 11 
LLOYD, Robert, character of, i 353 	 . 
LONDON, city of, presents an address to the king, supposed 

to be penned, in part, by Mr. Horne, 1 147 	• 
presents a remonstrance to the throne; wholly 

—written by Mr. Horne, 152 
votes a statue to Mr. Beckford, 157 
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M. 	' 
MAcutAvEtti; observations concerning, ii 43L '- 

MACKINTOSH, sir James, his first acquaintance with Mr. Heine; 
ii• 29 	 ' 

account of, 333 
MALLET, Mr., account of, i 357 i
ti, 

 
ANSFIELD, is accused of injustice as a. judge, 1 141 

is found to have misdirected the jury, 143 
his conduct in the case of Bingleyk  169 
his character, 441- 4  

opposes Mr. Horne Tooke's call to the bar, ii 5 
the enemy of Mr. Home, ii n. 7 

MontA, lord, Mr. Tooke's opinion of him, ii 403 
Monets, iVln, account,of, ii 286 

. MURPHY, Mr., account of, i 357 
is refused to be called to the bar, - ii 15 

1 	snore particulars concerning, ii 4/7 
. MURRAY, general, account of, ii 324 

• 
V. 

NEWSPAPERS, brief history of, i 322 	, 
anecdote of the editor of a daily paper, ii 45 
opiniOns ''of the reporters on political affairs, 

ii 401 	; 

, 	- - 
OLIVER, alderman, .his conduct, i 338 

'is committed to the Tower, 345 . 	• 
account of, ii 23.5 

OrisLow, right hon. George, prosecutes Mr. Home for a libel, 
i .137 	 I 	^ 

loses his cause, and moves for a new atrial, i 140 
is again foiled, 143 
is 'opposed by Mr. Home at the general election, 

,145 
' letter to, from Mr. Wilkes, 231  

- moves the house of commons relative to the printers, 
329 
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P 

PAiNE, Thomas, account of, ii 323 	 • 
PEARSON, Dr. George, the favourite physician of Mr. Tooke, 

ii 327 	. 
PITT, William, (first earl of Chatham) character of, i iti 

the part taken by him during the American war,, 133 
Wiiliam, .(right hon.) his opiniod-relative to tile jtIStilr 

of the war with America, ib. 	h  
proposes a parliamentary reform, ii 34 
becomes chancellor of the exchequer, 44 
is made first lord of the treasury, 46 
produces his last plan of reform, 47 	• 	. 
is greatly deceived relative to domestic disturbances, 

• 115  
PRECEDENTS, two, quoted by lord Mansfield against Mr. 

, 	Horne Tooke, ii 9 	.. 
Pence, Dr. Richard, writes a tract in conjunction with Mr. 

IL Tooke, ii 21  
PRINTING, as connected with newspapers, history of, i 321 
PRINTERS, CAM 04.i 322 

• R. 
REFORM in parliament, history of, ii 32  

plan 	for, supported 	by Mrt Sherida'n, duke of 
Norfolk, major Cartwright, Dr. Jobb, &c. 40 

RICHMOND, duke of, his character, i 433 
ROCKINGHAM, marquis of, his character, kl. ib. 
ROMILLY, sir Samuel, Mr. Tooke's opinion of him, ii 402 
RosENtiAGEN, Mr., passes some time with Mr. Horne, i,70 
Resnwoarti, Edwards esq., M. P. petitions the House, of 

Commons, respecting the eligibility of Mr. 
J. H. Tooke, ii 258 

, 
S. 	 • 

SARUM, Old, Mr. Tooke becomes one of its members, ii 23$ 
SAWBRIDGE, Mc. alderman, account of, ii 282 

   
  



0 	 INDEX. 
SAwamocc, John, solicits the advice of Mr. Horne, i 108 
SAVILLE, sir George, his cbaracter, i 433 
SCOTT, Mr. William, and Mr, Hobbes, visitors at Wimble-

don, ii 325 
SHELBURNE, lord, afterwards marquis of Lansdowne, cha- 

raCter of, ii 159 	. 
some account of, 433 

.. Atrium., Dr. Tobias, account of, i 355 

. 	ctc.ry for supporting the "Bill of Rights," by whom 
• • 	• 	founded, i 163 

Constitutional, the remark'bncerning, 175 
,, 	the Speculative, ii 29 

Mr. Tooke and sir 'James Mackintosh, members 
of; ib. 	 . 

ST. GEORGE'S FIELDS, riot in, i 103 

T. 

'TACITUS, his'observations relative to great cities, i 160 
TEMPLE, earl, (now marquis of Buckingham,) moves the House 

against Mr.,Horne Tooke, ii 246 
Titosiow, lord, character of, i 439  

persecutes Mr. Horne for a libel, 44.8 
his conduct in the House of Lords, ii 259 

TOOKE, 	Mr. William, 	becomes treasurer to the Bill of 
Rights, 1 163 

applies to Mr. Horne for advice and assistance, 424 
conversatien*with Mr. Horne, 423 
determines to make Mr. Horne Tooke his heir, 430 • 
his character, ii 264 	 ' 

TOWNSHEND, alderman:solicits the advice of Mr. Horne, i 
. . 	. 	103  

account of, ii 284 
Toone, Jahn Horne, (the subject of these memoirs,) account 

of his birth, i 6 
is sent to an academy in Soho Square, 13 
account of, while at Westminster School, 14 

   
  



.INDE X. • 

TOQKE, 
, 

John'llorne, is sent to Eton, ,14 
character while a boy, 16 	i 
loses the sight of his right eye, Pt. 
elopes from his school-master, 18 
anecdote of, 21 
is sent to Cambridge, 22  

• becomes an Usher at a boarding-school; 23r 
his opinions concerning education, ,25.  
a great advocate fer learning; 27 
enters into Wy orders as a deacon, .28 	L 
becomes attEted to the study of the law, 29 
enters into the society of the Inner TemPle..30 
associates with lords Ashburton and Kenyon, 31. 
is ordained a priest, 33 	. 
obtains the chapelry of New Brentford, 34 , visits Prance, 35 	.i 
is promised preferment in the church, 36 

' character of, as a clergyman, 37 
his hatred to popery, 38 	• 
his kindness and attention to the sick, 39 
turns politician; 41 
is a great admirer of the earl of Chatham, 57 
becomes a pOlitical writeriib. 	r• 	, 
publishes his first pamphlet, 59 
travels into Italy, 67 	• 	I 

becomes acquainted with the elder Sheridansi  68 	• 
is introduced to Mr. Wilkes at Paris, 69 
visits Voltaire and Sterne, 71 
letter to Wilkes, 76 r 
dispute and reconciliation with that gentleman, 83 
becomes a popular divine, 85 	, 	, 
assists Mr. Wilkes in the Middlesex Election, 92 .. 
letter to sir W. B. PrOctor, 97 	' 	• 	I,  

rescues .colonel Luttrell . (now lord Irnhain) 	from 
the mob, 	 02 	 . 	, 	.. 

recommends Mr. serjeant Glynn for, the county of 
Middlesex, 103 

   
  



-INDEX. 

Toctict, John Horne, convicts M'Quirk of murder, i 105 

	

,seizes on the murderers of Clarke, 106 	• ,. 	. 
opposes the execution of the Spital Fields' weavers, 

108 
publiThes a work on this subject, 114 
composes a setinon, 110 
dispute *ith Mr, Onslow, 120 
letter to that gentleman, 121 
prosecution for a libel, 137 	. 

.`trial at Kingston, 138 	 - 
acquittal and motion for a new trial,'140 
accuses the earl of Mansfield of misdirecting the 

jury, 143. 
moves and-carries an address to the king, 146 	. 
pens a remonstrance from the city of London, 151 

'the lord mayor's reply to the king, 156 
dernands a pledge froni the opposition, •160 
founds the Bill of Rights Society, 163 
supports Bingley, 168 	 • 
dispute with Wilkes, 176 	• 
correspondence with that gentleman, 179 

'takes a degree at Cambridge, 320 
opposes the House of Commons, 332 
vindicates the pinny of the press, 938 
contest with Junius, 363 
determines to. 6e called to the bar, 413 
resigns his living at Brentford, 419 
becomes an economist-anecdote, 421 
interposes in behalf of Mr. W. Tooke, 422 
libel on sir Fletcher•Norton, 428 
ordered to the bar of the House of Commons, 429 	' 
vindicates the rightS of his friend Mr. \V. Tooke, 430 
dechiresnainst the American war, 431 
denies the claim to tax the colonies, 433 
accuse* the king's troops of murder,.435.  
is again prosecuted for a libel, 44A 

. 	trial and defence, 449  
'VOL. II. 	 2 si 

   
  



INDEX. 

TOOKE, John Horne, is sent to the King's Bench prison, ii 1* 

'situation there, 3  
generous conduct to a poor woman, 6 	. 

- 	letter to Mr. Dunning, 7 
is released from prison, 11 
attacked by the gout, 13 

., applies for a call to the bar, 14 	 0. 
is rejected by the benchers of the Inner Temple,t.l'S 
-tract against the American war, 21 
addicts himself to agriculture, 2.5 	• 
returns to the capital, 26 
reform of parliament, 30 
supports Mr.dlitt, in the cause of reform, 34 
pamphlet on this subject, 3.5 
his plan, 37 
supports the prerogative of the crown, 39 
declares against innovations, ib. 
objects to universal suffrage, 41 	..- 
sides with the -earl of Shelburne, 44 
agrees to Mr. Piu's scheme for disfranchising the 
. rotten boroughs, 48 
associates with lord Camden, &c., 49 
declares against Mr. Fox, .50 	 . ' 
publishes vol. i. of his great work on language, 54 	. 
addreises a letter to.the prince of Wales, 68 
publishes his two pair of portraits, 70 
rescues some Englishmen from slavery, 80 
becomes a candidate for Westminster, 83 
address to the electors, 81. 
opposes Mr. Fox, 87 
loses his election, 89 
address to the House of Commons, 92 • 
trial with Mr. fox, 100 

'speech in court, 101 
retires fo Wimbledon, 109 
opinion relative to the French revolution, 111 
exposed to the artifices of a spy, 116 

   
  



INDEX. 	. 

Tooke, John Horne, arrested and sent to the Tower, ii 120 
transferred to Newgate, 125 	 -  
arraigned at ,the Old Bailey, 133 
refuses to pay the income tax, 157 
scheme for rendering Mr. Tooke independent, 160 
particulars of his fortune, 161 
account of his daughters, 162 
becomes once more a candidate for Westminster, 165 
loses his election, 229 
becomes acquainted with sir F. Burdett, 233 
is returned for Old Sarum, 238 
his speeches in parliament, 240 
'disqualified by an act of the legislature, 260 
suit in chancery, 271 	 . 
controversy with Dr. Geddes, 319 
opinion concerning the state of the middle ages, 404 
opposes an unjust tax, 406  
account of his illness, 410 
statement of his maladies, 421 
death, 446 	 f 

. burial, 449 
description of fiis person, 45Q 
character, 453 
political 'principles,-  463 

• ,. w.  

Wit.xEs;  John, the commencement of his acquaintance with 
Mr. Horne, i 69 

receives a letter from him, 76 	 • 
wishes to obtain an employment, 80 	. 
denies the receipt of the letter from Montpelier, 82 
character of, $8 
is assisted by Mr. Horne in his election fur Mid- 

dlesex, 93 	 . 
is sent to the King's Bench prison, 101 
attains the Summit of popularity, 161 
his debts liquidated by a society, 167 

   
  



f 1‘t b t X. 
"Mums, $ohp, dispute with Mr. Home, i 1/7 

Correspondence with Mr. Horne, 200 
threatens Mr. Garrick, 256 
his conduct in respect to the printers, 33$ 
proposes a parliamentark reform, ii 34 
his character, 229 	' 

• 

WARNER, •Dr., softie account of, ii 288  
\VOODFALL, H, S., examination of, in tho'case of 

libel against Mr. Onslow, i 133 
private letter to, from Junius, 144 	• 

an alle9ted 

V. 

VOLTAM, is visited by Mr. Horne, i /0, 

Z. 

ZEN01310, count, anecdotes of, ii 329 
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