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TFE VAR CRIMES OFE1CL

Jal:o elvoc: te Goneralls Departnenrt — Waxr-Departnent

Uritel Stetes OF Lerica

» WM K X X

In the retter of trestmont AL conditions Perpeturtion of Testinony of
existin- ot Woosule Comp, 2riage rouare Winfield Scott—Cunninghan,

~i1l, Kiang Wan Militery Prigson, Yard Road * Captain, U.S.N., Ser. lioe

Jail, Nenking Militrry Priscn, anc Pcking 056074« vy e
Militerv Prison, fron o3 Decorber 19=1 un-

til 24 auvguey ="

1. Noveiber 1940,

. k. Abrers, Captein, USMCR (Ret?d.), War Crimes
Office, Westincton, 20, D. C.

Martha L. Winodoled, Yi/e, USKR, War Crines Office,
Wasl‘.in;.'bon 20 o Le Co

v. E. Abre-s, Ceptein, USMUR (Ret?c.).

s e - g *-‘-'-.m-ﬂ

whet is vour nale, renk, scriel nunber, oud perranent hore address?

My neme is Winficld Gocott Cunninghas, Captain, U.S.N., serial No. 056074.
My »crreneit torme oidross is Cousr Perk, R.s.De #2, Anneanolis, baryland. .

Yave you recerntly dvel roturned to the Unitod States?
Yeg, fro- Ckine on 7 S¢P tor ber 1940.

Were you o nrigcuer oI vl g

Yes, froi: <8 Voecerer 19:1, uxtil 24 Auguet 1940.

1Will you give s chronclogicelly thre nlrces &t which ycu wore interned.

i. I wos kcpt or Weke Iel-nd for twenty .eys until the 12th of January 1942,
~nd with obout 1200 other prisoncrs left Vrice Ielard for Shcnghal. Ve

....._.--*J“iupo;“_e&}';__‘&i‘;;ak_n:m. or:. 17 Jenuary 1942 ancd we were interviewe’. there by

Srocnese intorys<baxa.of the Kavy Depertrent end by the Lokyo Pregs. 1
ves ollowed to ~riku & reCoralils” vo-besnacd ax o yodio-txasicask _seying

e
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A. (Con'c.)
thet I vro woll rud ves boing treatel well. ke arrived at Shanghal
on 25 Jrausry enc went to Woosung on tre 2bth, disonbarkcd there and
merehod five miles to a prison cerp, known as the Shanghal Wer
Prisorors ceao, and froo there oun 9 February was teken to Shenghal
for aouoetionins by thd Jepanese Intclligence, and was returned to
Joogun.: on 26 Fehrucory. 1 eocaped fron there on 1l March, and was
rceortured the next day with four otherse Their nrmes sre, Cormander
Wcolley, Royel Navy, Lt. Cornender C. D. Suith, USNR, Mr. N. D. Toters
fro~ Sorttle, Wesringtun, end a Chirese boy whose nane wes lu.

e oot out of the prison casd br dicging under the electrified fonce
and weut on foot to the jungtion of tle Yanztze and Whangpoo Rivers,
where we planvod to crces to Pootung. We were unable to get a boet to
croes tho river. The ..orming cere end we went to 2 Ckinese farcer'e
bern near the villonge of Powashan. During: tLe course of the ceay, the
vord cot rround thnt we were taerc, anc. the Chirnese farmer rejorted

us to the locrl Chincse puppet troop sutroritics, who captured us

and turrec us over to ths Japencse. Ve spent two days in the Woorung
rilitory oolice jail srd were tekewn back handcuffed srnd led arcund the
prison car> t¢ show thes lLov we escened. We were then roved to Bridge
Eoupc. il wvere keot there & month uacer investigertion snd were con-
fincd in cells in the Zridge -vuse, une of ve in eack coll; however,

in those cellg were 12-15 Ciineee prisoncrs anc 4-5 sverican prisonere

. X _gg_i:}'_il_:],_!}_l_}_g) . | The trestzert vas fairly ~ood coupared to the treatnent of
tre otlor orisouners because the Jancnese lioutenant, arwal, vas apparcantly
tryin. to cake Pn jrpression on us DY £iving us ospecially ool treat-
rent. We were rllowed to bdwy clotking in the city and rlgo extra food
hocruge the Jaornece fooll was Very PuOT. wrile we were there under
quectioning, we roceived no ill treatient other tlan that our cells
werc infostoc with lice, end thet we were requirec not to talk, and
. werc requircd to sit in tle sare position £ll cayv long. Those of us

wko ¢ic¢ teli, on s e occaslone, includinz nyself, weroc hit over the
heal with o clut oy the Japrnese ;uards, whici. was done nore Or less a8
n wmetter cf routince.

On the 14tk of 4pril, wo wore tekxen to the Military prison at Kianz Wen
where we were kept for tvo ~onths while awniting trial. Ve hed & triel On
14 Anril, tre sy we arrived, butb it aoparently ¢id not suit the Japs,
an thoy ceve us ancther cne on o June. The concitions of our confineuent
were 20C only Tro. the ocint of view thzt we were actually corfined in
golitary confineient for 23-3 /4 hours a 4ny ns an average. +he food
wosn!t bDed, aud we were able to keed foirly clean. Ve exercisec every
otror dey for cbout thirty cinutos. The trials vere not really trials
i the ordirsry scnse of the word, but were rerely lLeerin:s Lecause we
n-i hed npothin, to cenceel. ilke Jans ¢id not try to =zet infornation by
sypeoful o oors. Tho triEl was presided over by a Jap Genorel with one
Colonel anl one Mpjor as the othor necbers, ~nd & prosecutcr with the
rerk of Ceptein. We Lrought rttcntion to the various international
corventicns e#nd pcinted out thet up«ler these ezreerentis, the raxicun
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punishment for escape waes 50 ceys of sclitary coriocicibe us f1.. v
b d undergone two menths of solitary and a month of other ccnfinement.
The Japznese court contendaed that they were not gignatories of the
emtiory ard vere net bound by the provisions of the Geneve Convention

e © =¥ R d e under provipicns of Japanese military lew aes
Coderters 1rom Lne Japsnese Army. The three militerv members of the eECOLC
party wvere sentenced to ten years confinement, Mr. Teters, to two years,
end the Chinese boy, to one year confinement. On the 8th of June, we were
moved to Shanghai Municipal Jail, locelly kiown g8 the vard Road Jail, to
corve out our sentencesa. We remeincd there for .twe years and four monthse.
«r. Zeters vee released at the expiration of his sentence on 2 June 1944,
’n the 8th o Cctober 1944, we escaped from the Vard Road Jail. Zight
escaped this time. Tacy werc Commander ‘.collev, ILt. Comdr. Smi th, Marine
Cpl. J. G. Storey, Cpl. C. W. Brimmcr, Marine Segt. Re F. Coulson, Marine
Pvt. 1/c C. A. Stewrt, and » 2iZ/e A. T. Brewver. The enlisted Marincs
had escaoéd later then we did the Tirst time. Three of the orisoners,
Weslley, Smitk, rsnd Storgy, cem. leted the esCape f£fnd resrched Free China
and eventually the United States. The other five were captured in Shanghai
by Chinese police superviecd by Japsncse, and were returned to the Bridge
House on the 7th of Octobcr.

We remainod tiere until 3 November, and were moved bacx to Kiang l:an
Military oriscn. Te were tried agein on 11 December. Brimrmer and I were
sentenced to life imprisonment, Stewart to ten yeaers confinement, and
Coulsonr and brewer tc eighti vears confincment. At the samo trial they were
tryins thrce civilicns who agsgivted in the vecape. these three civilians
were Peterson, Olafson, erd Lkalversoa. “hey were sentenced to 10, 8, and 6
years, rocpectively. ULhe three civilians were roved tc larc Recad Jail con
28 neccember li4di. The other five were kept in the military orison. On 19
vanusary 1l04Z. we wore moved to Nanking Military Priegon. VWhen we got thcre,
we 1cund erother Meriue Cerocral by the name of Bottles, and also a civilien
Irem deke Islance nered Eermden, who wos serving a tw--yecer sentence for
fizghting in a prison. Ther: wore also oresent in the Nanking Prigon the
fcur surviving Decolittle fliers. Ve aid not actualiy see them, but we
Xnew thev were trcore.

Un 1 August, vo were fgicn te Peking (the five of us who esceped the sccond
time and battles). On 18 august we were taken from the military prison and
moved to Fenstal, the civilien internce camp outside of Peking togethor with
& civilian nemed Rrymond Eubtledge who had been sonternced to onc year in July
Inr attoirpted eucaye <ret male a total of scven wio were moved te the
internce camr. 1k next day ve moved beck to Peking and wcre kept undor
gunrd by the Japs until 24 Avguct, Crn the 20th of August we were contacted
by the Army rescuc Misgion which had croppcd in by cerachute cn 17 August.
On 24 August, the Lrmyr brou bt in two B-24's to Peking ¢nd took out twenty-
seven prissuers of wer end tock us to Sian, China, »nd then to Kunming. I

vas Kort there Tor oifht dejs undersviig o medicrl check over and then

flowvn Deck, with othor orisoners Irow Mukden, lceving Kunming on 2 September
#nd. arriving in the States by wvey of India eand North Africa on 7 september.

t
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Qe FOW w08 tho treatient OL the Hitta Maru botwoen Wake end Sranghaitl

A. The officoers VWOIL ~11 corfined in the rneil room cf the ghip; thirty

in & .21k Tou..- e wore not anllowel to talke The foud wes Very 1izkGe

Thoy ovicently verted to kcep the prisoners fror: beinz in goud.phyqicel
contivion fuC vented ®lso to kKeep cur spirites down if puasidle. We
wore red twice 2 ueYy; the fooc coneisted of thin rice gruel and &
anl) "1t of fis: OF cickle for the gfternoon nerl. The sanitary
facilities wvere r1ltogether 1nckins; therc wvere none for w.shlng OTF
ghrvinse 1€ olwbing ves in the nnture of five-grllon tins.

Were aony of tho officers sick et this tince?®
1 do ot Teli.ve anyLlld vrg sick excedt frou digestive troubles.
Di¢ tro Jepe orKe QLY atte. pt to furnisi: ALy redical treatrent.

Very little trcotiont wos Jiven to us. Copt. Ee Frueler Lcd teen
wounced in rorirl conbet OL 22 Doce.ibere e hal two pullet wouncs in
tig shoulicer o3l hedd crect cifficulty in setting attention. ke occasion-

L

nlly wos - 1VCa & 1ittlo tresboent.

O tido trip (i vou vitness oLy benting or tue officere and ren?

Yese Oue ficer, Cent. W. M. Plett, USMC, wrs reaten with 2 clup
for trlktir . & 1icnit witness &y other bealtings, g rany took
alece & .00 the enlisted Jrisoners a3 civilirns elaewherc oOn the

s1ize.

Did vouw €0 tlhe conditione of the enlisted.nanﬁn end civilianu'
yasrtorst

They vere si-.iler tO oures, tut were cclcer. lie wierv over thse
encsine rooo - coul? look GOWL tre Pr8sdIe—-woy and et a £1irpse
of thor, tub could not inssect ther in ard vaye

(L T
——

ves. 211l cax Josscysicns anc. forced us 1o leave thel On
- algo took nll +ho extra clothing We kad. They issued
~11 wa0ol en- entton undersairt 19 3. to our woTdrobese.

The o-ficers orald usficient “lencets tut 1 con't telieve the rest of

t'.h.o -:)UO'_-J].('.‘ C.i'-‘---

world you hrve enybille of rote to rcport of wour stey in Yokahanat

Thoy took soverd of us fra. tne copartrcuis to te interviewed TY the

areae ond Tnvel intellli cnce, anl in saveral Crset, race rccordings for

LT Cuep ol ents in the Statcs, caying thet wo vere wcll, anc in order tO
~ot treso announcerents tkrcu.k or the radie, ,we sald we were wedl

t I'E::’."'.t t}c-c
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G. Did they teke ell your roncy?

Yes, 211 of cur roncy oxcept for snie which a few of tle ren nanaged to
coneeel wrs tozen cithor ot Weke or on torrd the ship. Thoy alsd took
all cur jowelry, vetchos, fountoin nens and enything elec waizch hed
any vilue. y |

While you were in this firet prisoner of wer ca.p neer Shenglhaed, did
you ruffer any ceatinge.

¥o, I 2id not.
Did you witnesc erny teatings ~drinisterod to eay of the prisonors.

I sowv geveral oflicers snll el henton by Jepencse scnirys anc. guperviecory
officerg for £ ilurc t. sciute, OT for other trivial rcascns.

Can you ¢ive ues thke nrze of the co.rrucing officer of tho Hitta M: rut

-

&iOe

Did -ou know the nases of eny officoers on board the ship?

Liout. Srito wrs in char:ze of the orisoners.

Do you know the nazne ol the cocmencinsg officer of the first prison carp?

Yeg. Col. Yuse vwrs the corranding officer. Eis No. 1, was Centain
Frdn v .o woe nesieted Dy Licut. Akivanp enc. Dr. Shindo. '

Do zou kiow the nclec >f tre intcerovetcors?

They hat soveral internsreters, one vas @ Koreen — a civilian - I cdo not
krcw risg nioe. “here were two Jr oanese non—co:missioned officers who

knew ©0.© Ln—lisnh.

-

orders ¢f tho internizherol

Tr.c intercereicis woTe VOTy ~»7r0 .ent and overbeorings anc. took it upon
themselves to sl:p tre wrisouels.

Did you abt eny tiro sce srisonerc abuscd 1in tke prusence of Captain
~nloY

T do not recrll thet I dide

Nr in the prosence of the Corrancin: Officer of the cerp?

iice They vore avere of the eatinsse
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T =~ Qa_ Did you report to tkre top—-side that the nen were being abused and. — ~—
Dbeaten by the sentrys and the inforior in coriapd? .

-L.- --1‘#—‘--
"i
-

A. Yes, on many occagionse

'.
S w——

- = . . - bR e —_——— e ————

Q- In this jail, Bridge Eouse, will you tell us what treatuent wae received

and anything you know concerning the running cf that place in the nature
of atrocities? *

The only atrocitiees I witnesscd ves beating of Chinese prisoners by
the guards. f“hey were Bevere.y beaten at times for smoking or stealing
food. I hersrd tacm be=zt ing and torturinz other prisoners in other
roons of the Bridge Hovge, whiile wo ware in the office - 2
house’ thou{,‘h I co.uld not soe mt epd E"'Oinf‘ on 3 3 8 Of th. aridt;e

4t Ward Rord, did they sduinister any corpornl lfmmﬁrfb" Shd
None of the prisorers of war were punished by corporal punishaernt.

Some wore confined on bread and wator for smoking violations. Nobody
ucke.

The Japenese officcer in cherge of tlro prisoners of war was a necber

of the gaol staff cnlled Mori, ir charge of the foreizn mection in which
we were confined along vith a sroup of other prisoners convicted of
eepionnge snd sabotaze. These prisoncrs were naticnalg from all over
Europe including fifteer politieal prisorers who Led teen convicted of
csplonnge. Five of thea were Scviet citizens who were senktenced for
espionege ectivities in Shanshai. We found there alsc seven other
political prisoners -~ 6 British and one Russian - who hrd been convicted
of organizing a sabotnge ring. Mr. Gande, p British cit izen, who was a
Shanghai rerchant, was the leader of this rins and sentenced to four
years confinement. Another, M:. Elias, ves a Shanghai Troker.

These people you Just mentioned were civilisns who were convicted of
offenses against the Japsnose recine?

Yes. Thero vere slao upvards of 100 assorted consuler prisoners a.nd ‘ |
yhita prisoneras of no nationality (zostly White Ruscian) serving tize
for ordinary crines.

These civil crinminals were confined in the same place as the prisoners
of war, weren't theyy

Ics.

Dic you make any complaint tc the person in charge of the war prisoners
that this situstiocn wes cc_;intrary to the rules of lang warfare?

Yes, we nale seversl writl.;en cozplaintes to tke suverior Japenese Arnmy
officer in that srean protesting eozainst being cunfined with ericinels
and ab>ut the fact that we: were allowed no tobacco and no writing
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raterials -nd als» requesting that wve ve ellowed to suoplerent our
food eupply fron outsi 3. Those requests were ignorec. Fror. atout
the riddle of Juns fur <bout six months; however, we wcre allowed
extra food on aévice of ithe doctor.

At Narkin:z, dié you suffer sny abuses?

Trhis gecond trip to briCge kFouse, we 'were in 2 cell with e lrr:ie
nur-ser of Clhinese end conlitions were very bad bhecause of lice. The
fooc was p;or consisting solely of rice and resultec in ry case in
nalnutrition, indicestion, and beri-teri. At Klans ¥Wen the Jeps who
c4shed out the fol eew to it that the Acricans zot trhe thinnest soup
and the srallest portione of rice. We hac no medicel attention. ®Hoe
of the prisoners were suvffering: fro. bad skin infectlions; I hed &
couple of infections on ry les a2e a result of the escape, that lasted
quite a while. We euffercd quite a bit from colc. They {ove us no
clothin. ollier then vhat we hec esceped in, in early October, end the
four or five vlankeis they ~ave us werc thin anc had very little
war-tk. We were in solitary confinerent and averacec fifteen rninutes
of exercise two or three tires a week.

In aucust 1943, while in uarc. Roed Geol, the Swiss Consul coriienced

to furnish essisieance in the wey of siell acounts of foo( scnt in,

rnd also siell allowances of roney and 2 certain a:iount of clothing
.and soap and thin.s of that neture. Jhke Jep in choerqe, Mori, took
about 40% of everything and used or sold it to others. 4t first, the
sovernor ves e Jap, but he was retired in July 193, end replaced by

a Chinsi-an. The Chinese took no action but left everythine to hMori
who stole the foous and food sent in:to ue, end also the money we used
to surplciient the food. we were supposecd to Dde 2ble to write to our
relatives at home out vecause of Captain Mori, occasiunally they failcd
to suodly us with writin. raterizls. Le received a1l which had been
censored .y the Janenese riilitary police. I got soic three Cozen or
rore letters during iy irprisonient. Soie of the prisoners =ot as few
as two letters durir. the whole tii:e of confinerent. This vas procabdly
because the Japs took no peins to censor anc issue 1t to thoiz.

Did they allow Red Cross packeses to “e sent to you?

The orisoners in the orisoner of wer caio rcceived ther. but we did not.
The heolp we zot fror. the Swiss was not froi. the Red Cross.

Do you heve any co:plaints to reko relative to the treetrent you received
at Nanking?

The trestrent here was 2 little bdetter, vith better foold. Wo received
a srall s-oune oi redicel attenticne We were ROt zllowel GLY TexUlhg
ratter, and were »unishec for talking. They usually handcuffed us sO

we could not reve our hencs at ell. In tke Sprins pnd Suicer, we

were with a shortegce of water. At one tire we were confined four in
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a cell with no roos to lie dovn, dut ost of the tiie vo had
enouch spnce. For the ~ont. yoa coulc 82V we received fairly
odorate vreatuent. Thie vae true except for ovre tile we were
severely nuanishad for a violetion of the prigon reqguletions. They
tried to keev us fror talkin:, snd the “uerdes tried to control the
sltuetion by ecopting essures of their own. On the S5th of June
196 in Nenking, wao were seven in a col} wvhich wvag FPretty crowdead

anc we ha. been varned to stop tall-in . ihis wo failed to ¢o no the
ruard closed the wi one. it was very hot. The

ardovwe of the cell
Plusding consiste in the corner. One of the Prisvners

d of 2 bucket
broke a window to let in B0Z¢ alr. Iveryone fro: the Co::nnaing
-» Care down to inv-. ;

Officer dow: : ' of us who
were in :ood hepltk and »y , Thoy

vere then taken cut in the yord and vater wes thrown on thei, go

that wien the lerther cried, it would draw up, Coulson hag been very
ill. I heg recovere

¢ frow ry 1llnesgs tut h:d (ropoad in weisht &ovn to
115 vounds. Wo wore ~ive

‘R eXtra connideration by not beings put
into strait cackeis. We

were put into heavy leather telts to which
werce claiipec. hape cuffs, for fiftcen cays,

khat were the concitions at Pekin,p

It wags run iuck zore tautly, They pushed ue Lround
out therc were no boatin. s. Tro foud wes very POOT.
| 19‘:4. until WO woroe

Froi: 8 Cetoder
releasec, we were not allowed to kave any contact
with outsicersg such »8 the Swiss Consul,

10r recelve any ocutsic o aid.
We were not allowed to write letters. Wwe received geveral letters
during the first few'uonths. out durin: the lest six rontle we (icd
not. We wore not allowed any tobecco. When wo were in Kians: Wan and
Naniin,:, cuth pleces were bo.bed geveral tizcs by U. S. Arry doibers,

Cousicderably,

Were your places

of coufineient cloee to “ilitazry rsetion?

Yos, rizht i, the

2icgt of it.
vicinity.

ke could hear the Japs drillins in our

Were there any arti-sircreft

eune ir your viciuity?
Yes, there were ~8Ly <uns in both placos end

we could hesr ther firing
at the Vorders ag they flew ovor tre prer. On go-e OCCesiong we could
8ee tho dcericay P-51‘e and T-29tg.

L . the icea of
movin. Jap O were not taken tu sholters.
facilities rerc 52V |

The risoners who were gick

-

.0 body wasiallowed.any
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Qe Dicé they work you?

So0:.@ of the ¢nligted ren prisoners worked in the gcarcen at iard Roed
Gaol, but it was voluntaiy. IU zave ther s leeway to oresere for the
escepe. No ono workeld at any other place. :

Frow. your obsexrva'lion, In your cpinion, was the lack of food due to
the lack of the focd suoplies of the Japancse, 0i' was it a planned
gyster: of sierveiiont?

I think there wes pleniy of food in China and the Jajss c.ulc and dicd
cot it. Our rotione in the prisons weve supposed to be the sae as
for tre other prisouners, and they were excepi for the fact trhat the
Japs in charge of the fooc would often tirce steal it.

Woulc. those in cherge of the prisoner of war caps celiteretely uncer-
fced the prisoners?

Yes. In the nriscner of war carp it wae true. I know that from the i
evidence that they were kept in very low rkysical state because of §
kolding out on the fooi. Lo e o

NOTE: GWren we left the rilitery prison at Peking I know that there

was confinecd therein four of the Doolittle fliers: Licutenant Neilson,
~hite, and sarr, and Sgt. Deshazer. They were confired in thet pricon

for two Ceys after our relecess and until I _Ce contect with the rescue

rission and told ther of their whereabouts. I dic not see these en et

Nenxking, but cid see trer in the cells in the Peking =ilitary prison

as I was going to anc froi. the wrsh-roor: however, I did nobt <et to hold

any conversation with ther until after our re.cases

/8] _winfield S, Curnin har,
WIZFITLD S. CUNNINGE.M, Capt.
U. S.H.

State of Maryland
) S8
County of anne Arundel)
I, Winfieic S. Cunninzha~ of lawful = e, “ein- duir sworn on oszth, state

that 1 have regd the forezoing trenscription of ©y interrcsation, zndi ell
answers cc..tained thercin arc true to the Ttest of ry Imowledce and bvelief.

/s/ Winfielcd S. Cunni:cha:
WIokIniD 5. CULHINGram, Capt.
UeSeN.
Subscribed and sworn to cefore iie this 25tk aay of lNoverber 19-:5.

/¢/ A. tvel:rn Weygon
ly Coiz.isgion expires
loy &, 1942 (SEsL)

¢




