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LFFINAVIT

I, Joseph C, Grew, being first duly sworn, make oath and say that
during my service of ten years as irbassador of the United States to Japan
from 1932 to 1941 I was from time to time in close official and personal
contact with Mr. Koki HIROT/: whose official service during that i:aariod was
successively as follows: |

Foreign linister, September 14, 1933, until appointed

Prime Minister, March 19, 1936, until appointed

Foreign Minister, June 4, 1947, until approximately

May 26, 1938.

During my association with Mr. Hirota he said to me oﬁ several
oceasioné that good relations with the United States werc the "corner-stone'
of his policy. In various ways, notably zs follows, he implemented that
policy'in action.,

1. My represcnt_étions to the Japanese Foreign Cffice rccelved far
prompter and more considerate attention than had been the casc before ¥r.

Hirota took office, ard in many instances results favorable to smerican

intcrests cmerged.

2. One such result was thc mrked toning-down of regsive anti-

American comment in the Japanesec press which was

3. §fn recce bsﬁng and sinking of USS PANAY by
@\$ thc subsecquent maf:hine-gunning of her

Japancse milit or
of ficers, passengeré'{!{&,cmw by Jzpancse army launches in December, 1937, Xr.
Hirota, as Minister for Forecign .ffairs, broke prccecents by immediately calling
in pcrson on me at the American Chancery and by cxpressing "the profeund
apologics and regrets" of the Japanese Government. He said to me with obvious

cmotion: "I can't tell you how badly we feel about this."™ This immediate

of ficial apology, ccnveyéd in person, went far to ameliorate the gravity of the
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situation., MNr. Hirota subséqucntly took steps to make practical amends for
that ruthless attack on our ship and its occupants, notably in conveying to
us a written apology and in promptly mecting our demands for a suitable
indemnity.

L+ Although Mr. Hirota vias a private citizen at the time of the
signing of thc Tri-Partite Pact with Germany and Italy on September 27, 1940,

I know that he vigorously opposed the conclusion of that agrcemaont and that

he informed friends of mine, notably Mr. Romer, the then Polish /mbassador,

that he, Mr, Hirota, judged with the utmost scverity the policy of the then

Japanesec Foreign Minister, Mr. Matsuoka, r. Romer informed me that Nr, y
Hirota had said to him that the impctuous and thouzhtless action of the \
Japancse Govarnment in joining the Axis might well force Japan into war with |
the United Statcs vhich would be "fatal to Japan,"

The foregoing pot‘lnts are illustrative and symptomatic of Nr,
Hirota's attitw'c and act.ions towards ma'.'i.nt.a:‘i,n:i.ni,-g,,f1| good relations and peaco
with thc United States. While in Japan I maintained and still maintain the
firm conviction that Mr, Hirota exerted his efforts to préserve peaceful
relations with 211 foreign countries,

At no time during ny ton years in Japan did I observe any attitude '
ar action on the part of ¥r, Hircta which would indicatc that he was engaged
in a common plan or conspiracy to dominstc the world or East hAsia, He was
regarded by m;rself and by many of my diplomatic colleagues as a "moderate!
during the period of intense chauvinism ard extreme militarism in Japan,
and during that period I observed the results of actions by him, such as |

those menticned above, which were clearly aimed at arresting the aggressive

tendencies of the Japanese military cxtremists.

I affirm that it was seldom possible for mec to have first-hand
information as to action tzken by any Janznesc officizl vis-a-vis his own
-~ government t0 oppose aggrossive policies and actions, and that it is

inconccivable that ¥r, Hirota or any other high official while still in office
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 would have indicated to me or tc any other foreigner that he was not in

Sympathy with his government's policies, whatever his own position might

have been, In general, we could Judge only by results, some of which are
set forth above. \

' | Signed) Joseph C. Grew

| Joseph C, Crew

October 15, 1947

SWORN TO /ND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME, A NOTARY PUBLIC FOR THE DISTRIGT OF
COLUMBI'., THIS 17th. DAY OF OCTOBE 1947 /

3
(SEAL) 2

!Signc-d! Martha H., Wilhelm

My Commission Expires Sept. 1, 1951
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