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Evidentiary Document # 5043 faze le 3
AUSTRALINT o’ CRIS COL: Las IO0iT,
Svidence talten at wydney on 12 November 1945 before ir. Justice ;
I:B.il&fi&ldl

I
NLo71148 Lieut. Ben Charles HACINLY, 2/29 Battalion, beinz duly sworn, J
| wive the following evidence: ':E

' 1Ly full number, name, rani and unit are IX+71148 Lieut. Ben Charles .
l"! Haclmey, 2/29 Battalion, Iy howe address is 12 Benelon_ Grescent, "
i Bellevue ilill, Sydney, )
h
i

On the evening of 17 January 192 2/29 Battalion made contact with the :
enemy at Bakri and from the mornin: of 18 January the battle was at it. .
heights On 19 January 1942 we joined up with 2/19 Battalion saae litél ;
distance soutih of Balri, 'From Balxi we withdrew to Darit Sulong, wher '
we were held up by a bridge and strong Japanese forcea defendinz the i
bridse. '@ made a stand there from the morning of 21 January until we .
were captured the following dayy’ and we had very heavy casualties,

——— e e mme o — - — -
“

Tone followin; is a swmary of tae naypenin.s between 22 January 1942

;
;!
J'
]
}

and 21 March 1942 inclusive. I do not )mow the nanes of the Japanese ;
responsible and I do not know of ity own !mowled e what unit it was thai '
captured us at rarit Suloag, but I have heard subsequently {rom ' 9
Col. Zappe that it was the Japanese Imperial Guards Divisionj these “3

soldiers were big er than the usual Japenese soldiersa.

1, sany men comprising A.I.Fe and Indian Ariny soldiers - the majorit
severely wounded, soms of whoia had been lying in truclks, vans etc., up
to four days with necessarily limited medical ettention and were

subjected to the treatment briefly outlined below at ~URIT SULOIG by
leJods soOldiers,

2e Priot to the closinz in of IJ. soldiers I uyself had been wounded :
r in four places making me incapable of walldns and sreatly restricting '
any movemnent, 3
(a) a bullet throush the left los below the lmee causing a B
frBCturB-
(b) shell splinter in bacl:,
(¢) shell splinter in outside of right calf.
(d) shell spiinter in rear of ri;at Imes,

- L]
R .. _ B & @

§
-u-".-. -

3. These soldiers made up same of the casualties of the 65 Fd Bty
(2/15 P Reite); 4 A Tk Rezte; 2/19 Inf. Bng 2/29 Inf Bn, and other
units of the 45 Indian Bde, under which coumand these AL, forces
had been placed. These soldiers had been gathered together during
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the days prior to and including the 22 Tanuery 1942, and were by 1200
hrs 22 Jamulry 1942 assembled - some in trucks, otheis lying cbout in
various positions (many of whom because of wounds had been unable 1o
gain the shelter of a vehicle) - on or cbout the roadwey imedictely

1'0RT! of the PARIT SULOI'G Bridges

4o gnemy fire of all types continued for some tine to pour in fron
all dircetions upon the vehicles and personnel vho had gathered along

s short section of the roud after an order hod been given for &ll troops
who were able to do so to vacate the position, pecuuse o1 lack of
unwounded soldicrs und searcity of «rms _né amzaunition very little
ret.liction fire went out from this group in return for that of the enen;
.nother officer cnd I operated for as long as urrunition was availcble a
Rren gun from beneath u utility truck in order to in some way add to the
comperative lack of fire irom our position and to perhaps lengthen by at
least & short period the time when the enemy would inevitubly close in o:
our position, and thereby enuble those who had becn able to pet away to
have a better opportunity of travelling a fair distance before the Japs
had use of the road and were able to push forvard end perhaps prevent
our men from gaining contact with our {forces from whom we had been cut
off for severzl dayse

He bout 1430 hrs ¢ll fire Ifrom the convoy ceaced ¢nd shortly after-

werds from all directions especially "LST Jupanese soldiers closed in
on our positions, Indications amidgt much unintelligible yellinyg, were
nede for our personnel to assemble et a point TLST of the road and over
a parit which r«n by the side of the road,

6a gome of the fit men —of whom there vere very {ew - were vllowed

to assist the more unfortunate; others were compelled to rove iummedistely
to the asseuwbly point and remain. This as. emblin,: was a slow process &8
many were incapable of movement, 1¥n were lying ¢bout in all directions.
come dead, many seriously wounded wvho had been uncble to gain any shelier
vhatever bein:. incapable of any movements other unable to make rmch
progress; had moncged 1o crawl or arag themselves to one of the many
vehcles and there lie exhausted,

Te she following are some OF the ccts committed by the J panese during
the process of wsseinblin, the mene

(a) ¢n many occasions & Jup approwchin_ « wounded man, would indicate
for him to move along with the resty however, sometimes the
soldier would be incazpable perhaps of any movement whatevere
Upen failing to do &s the Jap jndicated, the l.tter would
immediately begin yelling cnd meking sigzns - still no movement
by the wounded soldier whersupon he would be bashed about with
the rifle, kicked, and on eoie occasions eventually either run

1'-"1""*-:"'—-""1' - A7 g
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’ ' through many times with the bayonet, or with the rif'le close to
his head - shot., This was the fute of a good m-ny wounded men,

(b) sometimes men hobbling towards the little bridge over the
parit which led to the assembly place, and others who were crawlir
would have a Jap come up to them and he dealt a terrible blow,
sometimes to the bedy but most glways to the heud, with the butt
of the rifle, Sone vere knocked down, whereupon they would be

? kicked,

e —

| (¢) The fate of others was to be hurried vhen they were already
moving, us Tust as their wounds vould wllow, by some Japs using a
variety of nethods ~ some kicking, some often strikin, vich their
rifles end other times many proddin; the men with their bayonets.

A —

- —

(i) Cae man bedly wounded in the chest und thi.h was making to
the bridge very slowly Ly crawling <nd drag .ing himself along the
ground, He was hit severcl tires by Japs vt was incapable of
moving fasters A Jup drove his buyonet imvo the mcn vnd made as

: . if to push him along tie edge of the road. The man fell Iull

| lengih face-downwards; whereupon the Jap thrust in his bayonet

i severul times znd then left him, moving off to soue otaer unfortun-
| ate who would &lso be lmutally trected to mcke him move fasier,

o — - -

L.

(e) A Jep came to uy positicn, I pushed anotlier ofiicer, who

: was with me a«nd standing, aray, then indicuted for me 1o move also
! I pointed out that I wus unable to do so, whereupon he began kickin
;* me; but even knowing whut was wanted and with the urge to avoid
this foul treatment, I was uncble to stend, He then struck me
several times with his rifle, then jroddzd ne with his bayonet,
inglly ke let the officer come batk but even with his help I was
uncble to walk, my left l2g being ussless und iy right altogether
too painful, The Jups started screamn; aguin and begen belting
us boih with his rifle butt. Eventually, with the aid of another,
T menaged to get dlong by swinging myself on their shoulders,

when crossing the small bridge the three of us were struck many

times by the Jaus on both sides.

- — . — — e —

- T S - - — - -

(f) By these vuarious means tll the prisoners were either herded
! into the area or killed by shootin, or buyonetin,, or left dying
: on the road.

| () Upon approaching the bridge over the parit all personnel haad
to take off any equipment and throw on the road waiches, pens,
pencils - anything visible to the Japs except clothing.

(h) sfter crossing the bridge, uliecst everyone being hit as he
did so with a rifle by one or all of the Japs who were on both

S T A Ry T TUT N U Jupags | m—m—— .
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sides, vll prisoners had to remove their clothing except their
boots und socks «nd putties, which was tlrown into a heap. The
clothes were thrown amon;;st the prisoners after a considerable
time had elersed, during which they had bezn searchede

(1) one wounded men who hud been placedby our own people upon a
table form und put inside un office truck, was seen by a Jap.
The tuble form was drag.ed out «nd left leanin, ageinst the back
of the truck, The fellow hud been dead for come time and become
stiff, The body was then propped up in ¢n upright position on
the tubletop, gituated in this positicn, it creuated enormous
aamusement to the Jup concerned ¢nd was un object of ridicule to

many Japs afterwards,

Co then &ll had assembled the prisoners werz maue to s8it in the nude
in a circle within &« ring of Jap guards, Thars were approximately 110
LielJF, 80ldiers tnd 35 to L0 Indism army soldisrs.

Fe lany Jopanese troops were by this tiime moving along the road, some

on foot, others on bicycles end many in lorries (bota J.p &nd civilians).

They were h.lted often and on thecze ozcasicns may would come over to

h.ve a look at tke prisoners - abuout 150 nude bodies, unshaven, dirty

cnd blood clottea; some firesi uné neny reopereil by movement and still

bleeding freely. To the Jups the prisone:s vere of great interest, some

showing mirth, others ill vemper and wicledness; rnany hit or kicked (or '

both) and punched und prodded men with buayonets, of'ten if possible .

kicking where a2 wound lay open, <nd so great wes their satisfaction upon
any visible evidence of p«in thut the dose wes of'ten repeated,

10, One Jap tormented prisoners by drewing his sword and wiping the
blood off it by repectedly dipping it in the water in the parit and
draving it over un officerts thwsat, QOthers he torments by making as
though to run them through or cutting their throets,

1l, :11 those on the outside of the grouy, «nd perticularly those
closest to tlie road were treztad wors:t, 1 was one of those near ihe road
heving been arongst the last to arrive at the wsseuwbly point, and was,
like others, kicked, struck and buttered many timss, most always with
rifles cnd on sone occasions with sword stabbers, The Jeps most elweys
used their rifle butts, The wound in my buck attracted the attention

of r=ny who vhenever possible took delight in kicking and belting the
place vhere a4 wound was exposede,

12¢ leny prisoners were knocked unconscious when declt terrific blows
on the head with rifle butts,

r - =3 =5 -'1‘- 1\‘
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13+ The Jup in charge of tle rrironers wac dressed quite differently
from the personnel of the gurard, with dark colecured tunic, hreeches,
knee high boots, armed with pistol and sword with some braid at the hilt,
énd carryin: a lerge map case, He gave orders to the guard,

- e i
- ag

14. The prisoners were forced into a little shed or garage which was
altogether too small in viewv of the following circumstances and actions,
as given below;

(a) 'The Jeps grunted, yellea, kicked, hit and prodded with
bayonets until most of the prisoners had scrambled into the shed.

(b) Soue were knocked unconscious and others killed during the
process,

(¢) sSocme waliied on top of the more helpless, wounded men were
pushed &rd fell upon others and terrific yells of pain were
practicelly continuous,

(@) Those closest to the ojening were first to be put into the
; shed which soon became a stinking, scrambling: hell hole full of
tortured, groaning, delirious vounded soldiers,

(e) Those still £it were unable to do cnything except for those |
immedietely around then, ’

(f) The ehed was 1 ch too small; fellows near the doorway, being
hit, kicked and prodded scrambled in, endeavoured in vein to
¢void hurtin,, their comrades., There was not room even to put a

‘ foot dovn without steppying on some part of some body already with
' bodies above and belov,

() Aguin and again fellows were forced in on top of others,

' 15s My men were groaning most of the time and there were yells,

| repeated time and time again, by meny for water. It wes hours and hours
| ahd with some & day or more since they had had a drink, for water and
those to icsue it had been scurze during the four days of the progzgress
along five miles of roud, ‘tuter was not given to the prisoners,

16, six officers were taken from the group end put togethe~ about six
Or' seven yards away,

17« Requests were made at firsi and vhen these were ignored demunds
were made of the Jup in charge 5o provide medicul attention and water
for the prisoners and also asoking materials (of which muich of the

— . . T
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Prisoners owr vas lyin; in « Leup nearby), but these were ignored,
Tals Jap could read but refused to speak Irsliish,

18, A little 1l ter «nother move wus made and cguin the prisoners were
subjected to violence urd terrifis talities by the guards, mThis
time all the cns were put into two roous off some coolie quurters,
This was a long process;y muny hué to be carried wnd, although not far,
steps hud to be climbed; the dead were not ullowed to be left, their
bodies too, hud to be tuken into tlhese rooms. The worst wounded were
«guin treatea wiclledly; they were ex;ected tec move as it and when
fuilin:, to do so verc struck, kicked ané junched, Iuny incapable of
any wovement witlhiout ascistunce were bushcd on the head und some were
killed by bayonettin, und a fev were sl.ots .ltogether, a lurpe numbe
were woundeu further by the Jur8e.

1 Kb vien ell the ORs were in the rooms the doors were closed, The
8ix officers were mude to sit on the steps in frent of one of these
I'O0msS 4

20« Requests und demunds for medicul .id, wuter wnd smol.es were again
iznored ana «lthou_h these were rwde tiwe _nd tiie aguin throushout the
vhole period, they were i nored by the Jur in Cliarge,

2le shortly aftervurds .n Indicn soldizr who hud beern hiding in one
of' the muny vchiclos (Vhich were bein_ inspected und scarched by the
Jups) wus brou hit into the building, e hae 2 baa woun?d on one hund g’
the top purt of which hud becn blown awey, and one le,; of his trousers
vas saturuted with blood as thou h he verc blecdin, from soue wound in
. his thigh. pHe was lmmediately siruck to tiie grounu by s« Jap and his

| pockets cleancd out.

22+ The ORs vwho had béen Jurmed into the sr 1l rooms were scranbling
to the windows, grouning all the tire, anc yelling tice wnd time again
for water @nd to be let out,:

*-'l'_—-'-l-_.--ll——_., -

| 23s The noire of batile was long gone; novhkere except in the far
| distence could be heard even o gUla  Qccasionally, <n eneny plane fleow
overhead .

2hs  Still going down the road were lorry after lorry of Jayanese
solaiers und ruch artillery ecuipment. very secldom Now was there a halt
but euch time the coenvoy did stop Jap soldicrs 1iveriably ceme across to
tlie building to see the prisoners,

| 25e  Ister, muny staff curs ¢c.re along, two of which were preceded by
| tanlt and motor cyclists ang followed, similurly, They haltad in front
of the place where the prisoners were d mny Japs came over, They
were et by the jgen in churge of the prisoners emidst iuch ch outing,

t v e e T A
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salutin,, und bowin, by this Jup ana the per sonnel of the cuard, Other
Jup soldiers in the arel .lso gave their attention to the party vhich
consisted of officers and scme very senior ones

26, One of these ncw arrivals wés outstundin. and presumcbly the
coriwnder of the Jurcnese forces in the area - a shor%t, steocky fellow.
; body suurd kept close with kim alveys. He was well dressed, his

sord hanging low und with a great unount of brown cord at the hilt,
knee hi l. bocts and sjurs ull glisterning. The attitude of the Jups
to this officer was as thou_h he vas scrething far and above any of
then, as though tc them he was &s & GOd e

27, 7[e looked at the officer ;risoners, who vere rede to move off
the steps und stund; then mounted the steps, the body guard keeping
very close, «nd loocked throu.h tie sindow &t the mass inside of one of
the rooms,

28, Upon leavin, the buildin, .e spole TO one of tl.e oificers
aceomyunyin,, him vlo in turn pessed cn what vere « purently orders to
tlie Jop in cherge of the prisoners,

2%, Leuvin. u couple behind this p.rty taen departed, Aguin came

the yelling, bowing, and salubtings b first the tunks, thcn the "
cycles then the curs moved off, and after t!.em were nore cycles and '
tanks. Along the rouc wherever Jupaneése wore to be seen, they puid

their compliments to these two cars very reverencly.

30, One of those reamainin, was aciced to wllow wuter to be given

to the prisoners, m.ny o: whom were 011 tae time yelliny for ite A
1ittle juluy boy who hud becn with the convoy {for sone time was told
by hin to .et sore. On returning, howvever, the Jap in churge noticed
the contiiner and iimediutely hit it out of his hands und then kickead
the kiddy. |

31, He was asked abcut medicul attention but scid that Jupanese
redicul men were too bugy.  Later asled for water, he said thut if the
Jap in churge suid, wor®, there wa not. ing he could do about tue
matter. tvhen asked could the cigurevtes be gov froi: the heap of
prisoners' belongings he replied, ot yeten

32, .nother group of Jueps arrived .nd took wny rhotogruaphs and m-de
notes, .fter this was completzd, the ci_arettes und water which had
been held out by the personnel of the guard to the prisoners, some

of vhom hud been let out of the rocms for the purpose of being
photo,ruphed, but held just beyond their rezch, were retained by the
Japs .nd throwvn aw.y respectively, which mede worse the feelings of
the already near dGesy. iring nen,
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33« The Ors verec aguin forced into the roon.

! 3. The Indiun soldier, who hed been knocked dewn in front ~f the
building, was showing signs of regaining consciousness. lle began to
8it up but the Jup in chuarge kicked hiw over aguin. He sat up aguin
and this time was viciously kioked many times, }or a while the Tndian
ley still, grooning end Jabbering. The Jup yelled &t him wnd took a
rifle from cne of the guar@s cnd bashed the Indien, then thrust the
bayonet into him time end time ugain, Then he was heaved into the
parit by the jup thrustin, the buyonet into his body uand heaving., A
few secobds and the terribly blood-stained, horrible fuce emerged above
the water and the Jap levelled the rifle wund fired. The heud jerked
but rewmined above water; there wus anotner shot and this time the head

J disuppeared,

e e I S —

35« The traffic £0ing south wes not so thick now end movin, more
freely, occasicnully & motor eyclist or a cor soing north. There were
8till a few who left the road to sec the priconers or to poke about the
vehicles inguisitively, some cecasionually kicking a body to see if any
life was left in it,

, 36.  About sunset the guarda began to move atout the house, pmchine
: cuns were brought from where they had been resting betwecn tours of duty
and placed in front of the building. :

)

‘ 37« The officers were then tied together by the following methods.

| : , _ _

| TWO guards aprroached the officers undoing us they cume a4 small coil of
! rope which they tool: from their belts. The officers were then made

| to stand, two of their unable to du so without assistance and both

' inc.pable of walking, poth hands of euch ofiicor wera tightly tied

| behind his bugk. jifter this, another length of rope was tied to the
wrists, passed up under the chin and around the neclk and then down agcin
to the wrists, where it wus pulled tight, thus forecing the hunds well up
the back und muking the rope terribly tight egainst the throat. fhe
second rope was not cut but was rusced on to the wrists of the next
officer, vhere a similar procedure was carried out; then agein on to the
next and so sn, so thut as well as makin. more geaure the tying of each
they were all linked together, 7urin, this process, the two Jars
treated the officers urmer cifully, jewking the ropes this way and tlLat
and many times lashing them sevawsly atoat the heud and body with loose
leniths, often Kiclidng ferociously et soue pexrt of the becdy thuat was
Swaying or stumbling . varouch the Japs own treatment - in the WIong
direction for them to dc wheiey o “hey wished. puring this procedure

| I was kicked in the legs ard lached adeut tLe body and head. purticularly
I the latter, meny times, this being mairly because T was uncble to stand
: Froperly and each time a rope was pulled T swayed this wuy or that, thus
\ ' continually hindering thecse Japs in their werk.

- - A S i —  —
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38, This done, the ORs were brou_ht out from the rooms. nne by one
as they came dcwn the steps they were tied brutully with their hands
behind their backs; the first was then connecteé to the second but only
from wrist to wrist, not over or around the neck as with the officers,
then from the second to the third and so on, the first then being tied
to the nearest of the smull line of officers.

39« The suj.ly of rope run out uni some Jups were bringcing pieces
of wire wund vith these were tying up ueny of the jrisoners,

40, coupl.ints were mude to the J-Ps in churge regurdin, this ill-
treatuent. Jearly every mun wus lashew, mostly wbout the hewd, wnd
v ] kicked by the Japs. o0ften a soldier who was more difficult to tie
because of his wounds preventin, his movement, wus subjected to lashings
(sometimes now vi th wire) .nc kickin,. occasion.lly, unother guurd
secin,, his fellow soldier beutiny a prisomer, would rush up and add to
th.t prisonerts misery by strilin. him v/ith his rifile butt,

' 1« This k. bit of one Jap comin,, to another ihen that other wus
11l-treuting, a gprisoner, so as to «ad his efi'orts «lso; occurred very
often,

42+ The Jup in churge took no notice of the complaints.

| L3, It was necessary to wove the Tirst lot well avay from the steps

| of the buildin, to allow the others to come down from the rooms uand be
| tieds They were shifted back towurds the shed which before hud been

' filled with prisonera. ‘‘hen the line of officers moved, ocne of tLem

, fell imedistely. after bein_ kicked in all +2xrts of the body and being
' struck muny times vith rif'le butts, he wus cut free from the chain,

\ I fell ufter very little movenment, The Jubs becume more annoyed

| apparently beciuse I was the second one to f£.1l1 and I suffered similur
s i1l treuatment, bLut to u preater extents I vas kicked in wll parts of

; the body cnd struck mony times on the heud wné body with rifles. one
!
|

Kick split my right eyebrow whicli then hun , down over the eye, the
blood pouring over my fuace. _fter some liclks «nd hits the Jups would
; force the othurs along, In this wpy I was darc.gea u shori distance,
! Then would comuence eguin unother reion of blows uné then I would be
aregied a few uore feet. Iventu.lly, the Jups cut we loose und left
; me lying upon tlhe grounc in & much worse, puinful unc wechin. condition
| thon before. mTie 1ound in iy b-ck h.€ been kicked wmny times, which
i icpt it bleeding freeiy, as .ere all the other wounds wnd cuts T had
received, '

44e TOWLrds the end, either the supply of rope und wire wus exhausted
or the Jeps grew tired of tying the prisoners as a few numbering about
<0, were left untied., fThe rem:inder erc tied in .roups of 20 to 25
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each. The deud werec left in the TOOIN,.

U5e Zhe prisoners werc then mude to move ulong the front of the
building,s towurds, and then around, thc south end. There were m-ny who
were unable to move ut wll, and others becuuse of bein, tied, could not
et the necessary assistunce, so thut muny stwibled, some fell, cuusing
others .1lso to full, These were tlicn kicked and struck, and bayoneted,
until us 1.ny us coult Go so were vguin stundin., «né then the line
yTocecuec slovly, soue still bein, are_jed, of vhich a-few occasionully
ruised tlhcreelves to their kneces only to be a,uin thrown ofi bulance,
1wy of tiicsc vere tlen freca frou the line ung left lying. The Japs
srasped otiers «nd Gre_ ed them ulorn,, soue iere kicked, soLe struck,
others cecply prodded with buyonets,

46. Thc irisoners were then herded into u sroup «nd the nagsacre
which followed was to suy the leust nost violent wna wicked,

47« Rifles wnu uwchine puns belched forth a stori of death - o few
fell, « group fell, _,ftor the first while u few remuined stunding -
these were eithur struck by rifle firc or hit by a burst from a machine
sWhe Rifle wnd nachine gun fire .vent towurd uny person who yelled.
Firin, vus indiseriuute and wny men had fullen not bec.use of death
but becuuse they hot eithcer been pulled down by others fulling, or
becuuse the indiseriuate firin, hud only wdded to the number of their
vounds uné. tiie pein they sufierec.,

LG, Some Jup soldiers then returned to the front of the building, und
veg.n tuking awuy the boties of those who hat been cut free from the
chiuins. These they dre._ed round the corner in the sanc direction as
thc otliers had been token,

45+ They left behind only one body; this bein, the furthest away from
tic bodies of the two officers who had previously been cut free from
the el uin, This wes I. To ne tic fite of the rrisoners was quite
cviacnt, wud .y only hoye of escupe tLs to endeuvour to wuke the Jups
bclieve thot T woes deud, and 1erhupes stanc o« cliunce of being left lying
therc. I knew ti.t I should huve up, earea deud enou h jrovided thwut

I reixdned guite still. Blcod hud been runnin, over uy fuce from the
Lounc in iy eyebrow and ulso frow « few cuts in ny liewd vhich had bled
freely, I v.s hutless; huu not done my hair Tor uges; I was unshaven
for more thun five duys; iy hoir wes mettea it bloocd una dirt; my
neck anc shirt top werc very bloody; the wound in ry back still bleed-
ing; LG sieldl jool of blood on the ground; uny shirt torn to ribbons and
s.tur.tec with blood belov thc :ound and 411 alon, the side; my shorts
ire ulso blooCst.ined. -y ri_ht ley from the knec dovn wes also
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bloody; tho old bundy,e on my left leg was long since dirty und dis-
coloured; one baycnet hud jone through the bandage and entered the culf
above the exit hole of the bullet; clso cbove the buck of my left boot
anotiier bayonet wound bled freely.

I 1.y quite still, very uncorfortable .nd wuchin, us I was still
bouna securely and }.infully tight; the rope still bein, uround ny neck
prevented ue from stretchin, iy «rms, my hands still being in the
vicinity of ry shoulder bludes. gome Japs cu.e, stood over e for a
vhile, «nd s if to mukc sure one jushed ne severwl times with his boot
I «lloved my boay to rove guite freely in whatcever direction it was
forcea, One or more of tiiew then kiclied 10 in severul | laces., “ith
this they left leaving u few bohind to fire in the direction of uny
souna or whenver anyonc noved,

50 1ENy Japs went to tlie roud and returned brin in;, 2any of the tins
of potrol which were ¢ rried on our vehicles,

5ls They procecded to pour ti is over the prisoners, mwny of whowm vere
still conscious,

-

52« The rrisoneis werc then set ulight, und windid scréuuis and yells of
pein, fri ht, nervousneses and delirium, burnt to deathe

53¢ I lay outside the building unuble to move even just a little to
a less achin, position. ‘hilst there the cutburst of curses wnc¢ yells
tliwwt had accomp.nied the beginuin, of the firin_. end had since somewhat
subsided, wus not very long after revived aguin,

B et R i —

5l e I coula see the flickers oi &4 fire vhiclk occ.sionally would burst
out very bri_htly. The priscners were bein, burnt, and itiny were
scre.ming c¢nd yelling terribly. There cu.e to me the smell of burning
rag and then whet wes just as distin uishible the odor of burnt flesh,

B — ——

5%« I hod munyged to be tdewd! us fur as some of the Jups vere
concerned und now vas determined even morc thun ever before thut no

- n.tter whoet puin I was sufiering, how -y bouy uched, or how uncoifortuble
or viit cruups I hud to endurcy I woull rewdn 'dewd! until such time

«8 the Jupec departed,

‘56. Throu.hout the whole period Jups cewane iIrom tlie roac to see what
Wee going one In passing me sometiies I would only be pushed, other
times completely ignored, und on other ocousions individuals acted
uniercifully, How muny time I wus kicked, buttered w#ith rifles by tliose
Jups passing, I know not, but «ll the time I had to wuintcin that
lifeless uttitudce

. ——— - — - — - e




Evidentiury Document ! 5043 Page 12,

57« Jap personnel-for gies muintained a patrol about the area,

Qccasionally u shot or shots would be fired, (Lny times one or more

of them in their wunaerin; s cume uacross Ly body; some just passed by,

others voulc satisfy thewuselves by previously used mcthods - kickin,
, and hitting mostly.on the heads Some unfortunutcly used their bayonets
: most just prioking e in the back. o0On two occasions they were more

ihian pricks; once the Jup jumied und prunted aus he lunged for:.rd but

fortunately he wus too fur away <nd the buyonet entered Ly side between
‘ the ribs cnd appurently did no hurm; the other when a bayonet point
struck my right clbow m.king it useless for wwny duys; one Jap decided
he woula hove ny boots, and cesused me much puin whilst he roughly
pulled them off ny fcet, '

-

58s  is tine went on activity in the areu becume less and less, until
eventuclly there wus no sign or sound of any Jup vbout. I waited long
after this before being certuin thut no one wus p trolling. T kuew

| thut to be seen moving would be the end,

5% [uea later, after I hud forced nyself from my bonds, which was w
very painful «nd long and tedious tasl: - und got some water, T wus met
by « serypeunt unt «nother soldiewr, both suelt very strongly of petrol -
they huad been with the group vhen fired upon und set ulipht,

0. sSgt. groft told me that they vere amongst the few who had not
been tied, and had been together when the prisoners were fired upon,
they had fcllen with the first burst of firing - neither of them hit -
and lay with the rewainder. -“hen the petrol wus brought from the roud
they had both hud some thrown on them. mThen the _roup had been set
alight, The fellow with Crofi hié yelled out und wes im ediately fired
on, Sgt. Croft then got this fellow and himself free from the heap of
men, had lain still unc quist close by un:cil tle Ju;s left the area,

6l. mhe goldier, vhose nuwe I do not know, died when in the jun_le
e short aistunce west of purit sulon,, on the following afiernoon the

23 Jen. 42,

52, Site Croft left me at Tirst light on the mornin, of the 24 Jan
42, aceompunied by wn Inglish soldier who hud come to our vosition in
the jungle in the early hours of 29 Jun 42 an¢ vho hac been cut off
from our forces vhen north of Parit sulon..

63. Fto. C-.PRobertson of 2/19 Inf Bn is re.orted to huve seen
Sgts Croft wooub two duys later (wpprox 26 Jan L2). But as far as is
Bnown Sgt. Croft hes not been seen since th.t dite,
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64, fter speading 36 duys lying, in and eravlin, wcbout the jungle &:
rubber pluntation areu beotwecn Perit Sulon, wnd Batu Pahat, I waa
cuptured by rul.y policemen anG tuken to Parit Sulcng pelice stution
on the 27 Feb 42. I was still unable to walk, had sufferca a gre.t d
froi: my wounds. cxposure, sturvation and filth, und h.¢ becouw very we
und dirty ana lost a tremendous wmount of weights

65. 'fhe follovin. duy 28 Fcbruwry 1lo42 I vas hindea over to Jup
soldicrs by the :uley rFolice und tukcn by soie of theece Jups tc Btu
Pohct vhere I was left for sowe time outside a buildir_ ap.rox South o
{he town which wus & Jupunese IIn, convelescent Depot ena hogpital
combinede

66, ibout sunsct of thut dey « Jop cume to ue curryin, a picce of ro
this he put round iy necl: with & slijknot. Cullirg for two InGaiwais to
leer me, I w.t tden about 150 yuras to & Zu.rd room, 0One the wuy, 5
T at any timc lug.ed buck, the Jup gave the roje a scverc mll witich
jerked nyy necl: considerably tna I was my times .revented from breutl
as the roze yulled too tight on zy” throat.

67 TUpon arrival ¢t the guard room - vhiel ¢ an aron front, the Ju
cane out .nd watencd us I wus being lashea to ¢ post, ith iy bueck
against it, rope wus first wound wround ry threut «nd tle post, then
over ny chest, lore roye was brought, my hunds tieda behind iy buck,
ané the roje thea wound round «nc round, until I wes securcly and tigh
tied to the post froiz iy neck to 1y feet.

68. The personnel of the guard then went wast in single file, euch
either hitting. punchirng or kicking me as they passed on their wuy bac.
into the guard reome

€S, So I remained until well into the ni_nt, Several times the guar
corzonder cume out :nd looked it me. }Yy beard greutly cnmsea hiuw ana .
vould st.nd l.ughing as he pluclica heirs out of it one by one. Iach
time o relief came out of the rooca I wus punished in soue uuy oOr cther
«nd ag.in vwhen the relieved ones returncd. Generully by being smacke:
or punched on the fzce und chest or lkicled.

70, On the afternoon of tiie next duy, the 1 itrch 1642 I wus tuken b;
a Jap gu.rd to & hospit.l. Xere u Jup aocticr refused to admit e and
refused also medicul attention, und swid he 'rould hove to send me
elsewvhere as tlie hospital wus too full,

Tle I was tuken to the RUTU T:.J1.T Police station and there put into
a coll vherc there were 6 nplish soldiers who had becen brousht there
a fev duys before, when cuptured a fuw miles out of that towm,
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72, ne of these men Wus very 1l
wounds in shoulder. and hecud.

73 Daring the following 1) Quys

sorie of 'hom were vounded, mhe followirg

(a) Iedicul attention wi.s Ie
were made.,

(b) ulthou,h asking meny times for S08i, cnly
was a very small piece provided.

and clothes dirtye

(¢) Tood wery 1nf

deguite - smounting to two

puze e

1 and suffering Sreutly from bud

tL¢ numbcrs were jnereused to 22,

cond itions existcd.

fused each tiic reguests for soue

on one occasion
mverybody w8 Very filthy

ar:1l meals each

day of about onc third of & pint of rice.

(@) One Jep oiten

calling on 4 man, punch him
with one terrific blow, most

fellow back into the cells
(e) On tvo occasions &
fight the Jup - rCcceiv
(under the pen:.lty of much

(f) Two InGian ATIY soldicrs

of these men and mdeo strik

(g) Chinese who
trowted, One was put into

beaten «bout the head @na

vhich were smushec into s

and starved until ke died.

Tho on 17 ixrch 1,42 the 22 frisoner

LU FURe

75. Upon urrival ut FLU.JG rallwuy after spc
~R HIT...” we were tulen across thec rails
. fter this all uere put inside anc the

larch at AY:
a £ilshy dirty cattle truclkte
door cluset, .fter some
cnd fTorth severul tines,

northvirdas

76, On wrrivel at G155, we wulk
wos tevk -nd myself still unablc ©

time cGuring which the vruc
it wes tttached To gooas truin and set off

walked into the sccticn of the Lol end

on the fuce und chest and finell
ly elwaysto the fuce, knock the

oun wes tolen into a cor~idor una made
ing &ll the blows und not being wllowe

more severe trestrent) to hit bec!

verc sometimes put in front of sc
e them on the face.

were loclked in the gaol were often severcly 1il.

a strai_ht jucket aftcr beiny

body by & puir of crutches (both o1

11 pieces durin, thesc beatings;)
s com.encea & journey to 0. 1
nding the night of 17/1

.pd made cleen out

) was shunted back

eG to thec »olice burraclks. veryon(
o 1ulk without ussisiunce.
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77« The followin. morning 19 iurch 1942 we were tuken curly to the
railwey station und put into an open coul truck the bottom of which
was covered thickly wit: coal dust anc rcfuse,

78, Tt was unbearably hot in the open truck durin_ the d.y, und sor
of the men becume very ill «nd dilious.

79, TFrom XU.AL: IUiPUR railwuy staticn we vere tiulicn to PUDD GACL
in th.t Sown arrivin, about 0130 hrs 20 urch 1942. .n untidy,
unshaven, filthy dirty, partly clothed, unrecognisuble group in
tattered.arnents und mostly barefooted (sowe sulfiering a good deal
from wounds wnd illness, and &ll very weuk frow starveiicn und ejposu

80, Soon after ny urrival there I weighed umyself und found thut I
wee O stone 7 pounds having lost 5 stone 3 pounds (or 73 pounds)
since poing into action 63 days previously.

rhis is the tenth and last pege of the evidencod FX 71148
Lieut. Ben Charles H.CEITY, 2/29 Battalion,.

T certify tkot the above evidence is true ind correct.
Taken and sworn before me at

gydney on 12 loveuber 1945 B.CJACRIZY
Tieut, 1IX 71M;

/d/ e }EEnSfield 2/29 Bhe sele

R L

Coumissioner




