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XII. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA.

VB# Narrative - VBF-9L, flying low covcer and closc support ior |
VB and VT, approachcd target from the cast. Oanc division clreled '

to N/ with VB and dived N-S from 10000 fect, rclcasing bombs av |
3500 fceet due to low cloud covcer. Rockets and .50 cal. woere firca
betwecen 3000 and 2000 fcct. Aftcer considerable jinking duc to aAa
fire, rctirement and roendczvous werc effectcd to the south. dhc ;
sccond division dived from S-N from 12,000 foet, rcloasing bombs, |
rockcts, and .50 cal. After a jinking rctircment, rcndczvous was
offceted 10 milcs north and flight rcturncd to basc.,

VB Narrative - Rendczvous was completed at 1330 and dcparturo
was takcen for the target. Intense heavy i flrc was chcounitcrcd
over Sukcgawa, on crossing the coast, and from thore to tarzct

1.7

1 &

cvasive action was taken. The attack was madc from L TO 5> through |
an opcning in thc clouds. DBoth bonbs werce aronped on aiming pointe

and all 20 mm ammo was cxpcnded on this run. Rotircscit was Mnadc f
to thc southcast and rcndczvous cffccted at 6,000 feet, 12 milcs @
from the target. The group returncd to basc with stra,.gicrs . i
makine a running roendezvous ten milcs off the ccast. | :

VT Larrative - Crosscd east coast of Honshu in vieinlty of |
Kawajine oaki, approximately 36-39 1. Immcdiatcly ~ltoer Crossing |
the coast linc, thce flight cncountorcd intcnsc and cccuratc nuavy 1
anti-airecraft fire. The fire was continuously BHOLNGHa Byp0, LEGH] '
controlled, breaking in the formation above tho clouds. &VABLVC
action was taken and window was dispcunscd. L &

LB -

3
|

L etes

O

"ire bonded Tnen
to fall behind. This fire continued until the £11.1RT was 2h miics
inland. VT, followed by onc division oOf VBF, .procceded tu a bruak
in the clouds south of the ficld, and dived {rom souti TO L B8 S TY UWN
Tush-over at 150 knots. Uscd 35-4L0 degrcc 2lides, maximun sSpecdads
280-300 knots, rclcased at 6,000 and rccovered at 5,000. During
the dive heavy and accuratc anti-aircraft Irom a 20 ition on tic

: fi.1ld burst in and around the »lancs. This A dUrsSy about 7,000
feet with explosive offect, rescmbling a belly tank on {irc.

There was a large ball of orange flame witn bellowing black smoXc
frori cach burst. Wo plancs uvere at, but pilous reuorteq tont
the bursts werc in and around the formation. oLfter pulloud

ard on rotircment above the clouds, the acavy . followicd.
Lendozvous 10 milos southeast of the tarect, anmd toc flifay
retired duc east to the coast. o further Aa aftor Qcpartuld
from theé rcndezvous arca. |

F 7D -

: l -

VF Narrative - Two VF photo plancs and 2 VEF CsCOrts
accomnanicd tihc strike plancs to Utsoncaiya. 0Onc photo plane |
and cscort brokc off and procccded to Hasund, ViCIC & picto run i

o)

was made vicst to cast across the airficld atv 6,000 fcet., TFrom
thore the section turncd south to Kancmaru and photograziaca that
ficld SV to T at 5,000 fcct. Hecversing this coursc, thnl scction
procceded to Imachi, whcrc a photo run was madc at 3,000 foe
across the airficld on a SE course. licanwhile, the otocr photo
scction photographcd Utsonomiya at 15,000 fecct southr to nortin

and again north to south. A covcrage was thon made of Utsonomiya

A

South at 15,000 fcet on a south to north coursc. (cont'd p. xxékt 5)
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VF Narrative (cont'd) - Rendezvous with the photo scction, prc-
arranged to take placec just cast of Utsoncmiya, was not effccted.
Both sections, thereforc, proccecded to a point 10 miles off the
coast at Mito and made a running rcandezvous with the returning
strike plancs.

VBF Comments - Pilots felt this to be a successful strike,
The method of attack necessitated by low cloud cover was very
cffecetive in dispersing the AA firc.

VT Comments & Recommcndations - The usc of VT fuscd bombs .
against a target such as narkecd airecraft rcquires such a high pull- \i
out that pin-pointing particular planes on thec ground as alming |
points is impossible., .JApparcntly, the greater destructive cffect
of the new fusc compensates for thc loss of bpin-point accuracy,
but at the same time makes observation of results Yoy dariicult.
| Damage asscssment is ncecssarily depcndent aion ¢losc reconnals-

\| sance or complete photographic coverage. The dcvelopment of a
VT fuse requiring less air travel would greatiy onhance tho valud.
\H of the new device.
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VT Opcrational - During the rcndezvous, the a1lrspace was
~considerably confuscd duc to the erossing patterns of cur own
plancs and thc rlancs from anothcr task £Youp opcrating 12 miloes
to the cast. This was further complicatcd by rocturning plancs
from our.own group. If consistcnt with rcequircacnts for the oo ro,
or ncavy flcet units, it would be desirablce to allow norc AWM ipaie e o
for rcndezvous and brcakup. In this casc thc two task LI0UpS werc
launching plancs, using diffcrcnt winds and o3

p.acing the two groups
oOn converging courscs.
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VT Communications - Two plancs on this flizht vere cquinpced
wlth AN/ARC-18 séts, both rcquircd to obc sct up on o singlc VER
channcl for csscntial planc-to=-planc communication. One set's
relay box triggcerecd the other sct, jiving a grcat deal of intor-
I'ercocnce on all scts in the air.
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VI power plant - Kceping in formation with thoe SER2C-4E leadine
requires morc¢ manifold pressurc and morc r.p.m. taan all pilots of
this squadron have previously uscd for cruise. Tosition can be
maintainced, however, within thc limitations sct out in tho Toli-31
handbook. Long cxpericnce flying rcconditioncd aireraft in traia-
ing activitics and during thc squadron tralning poeriod has had its
effect 1in making pilots hesitant in using military Lmower available
in ncw planes now assigned., Combat c¢xXpericnce may “rove that the
cngines can take the additional strain. These high power scttings
would be impossible on a flight of this duration without thc Aroep-

pable tank.
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