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Interview with CAPT .f\mm Es (IJN) Demobilization Kimistry
SUBJECT Control of korale in Japanm
TI¥ES 9:30 « 11330 , December 22, 1945
FlaCEs Heijl Building
INTERVIENER S Capte, fim, Maglstrettil
INTERPRETER S lNene
ALS0 PRESENTS Br, Yo Harashima accompanied Capt, Takase,

Captain Takase graduated from Maval College in 1922, becoming a Senrler Li, in 1927,
atiached to Naval Uperntioms after duty aboard a crulser, He was at this time nssigned to
the study of the history of war, In 19529 he went to Naval War College, where ke studled the
history of war and became a Lt. Cormander in 1932, when he boarded the cruiser “ishlgara®,
The following year he entered the Naval iffairs Propagation Cectiom, which was later to becous
the Naval Public Relations Office, 7ith the formatiom of the Doard of Informatiom in 1940,
the them Commsnder Takase became & member of the fecond Division, which was charged with
nugasines, radic bdroadcasts and newspapers. In September of the following year he became
Exocutive Cfficer of the cruiser "Ximu®, returning to the Board of Information im Cctober 194,
He became head of tho First Section of the First Division., In April 1943 the Army and Navy
sulled out of the Doard of Information and the them Captain returned to the Publiec Relations
0ffice, The Army and Navy re-entered the Poard of Information in Jume 1944, when Takase
returned to become the head of the First Seotion of the First Division, extending wnill the
end of the war, when he joined the Demobilization linistry,

CikistYs W e Hagistretti, T = Takasd

Structure and controls of Japamese propaganda system.
Changes in public opinion during the war, .
tPfective bombing on public epinion,

¥ » What was the center of Japanese propaganda control?

T = Contrel in genera) centered about the Board of Information, Of ceurse, during the war
the greatest amount of strength cemtered im Imperial Headquarters,

i « #hat about tke irmy and Yavy representatives from the  rmy Sta’f and Neval Operations?

T « Under the Imperial IQ seteup am Army representative of the Chief of Staff and the Cuemuks
and Navy Operations and Cummmka would participate in the so=called inner cablnetl
(Semso Saiko Shido Faigl). There were usuelly twso or three offlcers in these respective
Army and Navy groupe who did the background work for the general or admiral participating
in the Inmer Cabinet, They made decisions with reference to all over-all policy, as well
ag propaganda, From the Imner Cabinet decisions would be referred to the Cabinet and thw
to the Noard of Information, The lowest rank of this group of twe or three officers was
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that of colomel or captain, The Doard of Information position was offen a difficult
one because pelicy was Impoeed upen 1t from above,

Can you give me an example of the type of problem which the Immer Cabinet declided?

They decided the government's propaganda pelicy wiik regard to the Chinese government
of Wang Chin ¥eli, Omly very large problems, or instance, in the case of the bombing,
tke policy was decided by the Poard of Infermation, They stated that the people shoul:d
not be defeated by the bombing, However, the preople's morale did drop a good deal
because of the bombing, With refersnce te imerican yropaganda leaflets, the Doard of
Information decided the policy regardinpg how to proceed against them, Another imstance
of policy decision by the Immer Cabinet was witk reference to the GIA Conference and

kow it waes to be treated. They also decided the policy with reference to the Guadalcsna
bﬁttl@.

tho decided om the bakboo spear lined

As the bamboo spears were vassed out by the irmy, I would suggest you ask them about
ite It was started about three ysars ago by Army Reservists, It was a bad propagenda
line, and wag stremgthened because Imperial eadquarters supported 1it,

Can you tell me more about the handling of prepaganda by the Imner Cabinet?

Chy, 1t was just s very broaéd and haphazard way of handling 1t, The Temed of Informutios
wag more or less the cemter, with reference to the thought warfare,

iere there any speclalists on thought warfarel

We studled thought stratagems, "utl we did wnot do much sbout 1t,

#¥hat wore the usual lines in thought warfare?

It was to keep the people's spirit up and all grouped togetber for waging the war,
The Japanese people had not been defeated before sc they did mot think muck about
baing defeated, Host of the people were optimists, Thay did not think toc much of
thought warfare, The fhiso or the Xyocgaku Secticn of the Educaticn Ministry and ihke
Home MNinistry studied thought warfare, Fowever, the government did not centralize
its effortes in this respect,

tere any propeganda direectives received from General Teojo?

o, but ais opinions were strongly represented in Army Hq, so there was a sirong
influence on propagenda policies. Tojo's aide had a great deal of influemce in this
rogspect, le was an ‘rmy Colonel or a it, Col, fiie were in most @ifficulties when they
sald that Tojo wanted it = certain way, Nowever, Tojo's influence 414 not spread to Lhe

Kavy, in such ways as sending an officer to some undesirshle duty because of opposition
te Tojce

What about cpposition between the ‘rmy and Navy Fublle Relations?
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Just before the liarshalls Campaign the Navy considered the lose of these varicus

islands to be quite important, whereus Tojo thought they were not importamt at all,
It was the oppesition of the so=called "continental® or land thoughte as epposed to
"sea" thoughts, One instance of Tojo's anger at a newspaper came when he pot amg:ry
at the lMainichi becausc of its editorially pointing out that seealled "bemboo spear®

warfare could do Japan no great poode The head of the Eaimichi wes ecalled in to the
government and bawled out on this occasion,

ihat was the functicn of the veliberative Chamber of the Board of Infermation?

The function was to hamdle everyeday problems amd to coordinate the activities of ths
various sections of the Doard of Information, as well as the propaganda activities
of the various ministries represented in the Reard of Information,

What about oprosition in the Board of Information between the various ministries?

There were variocus ministries reprosented so thail all of them reflected tke ovinions
or desires of their owmn ministries, They all tried to get the most done along lines
of the desires of their own ministry, There was also a fimdamental division of opinion
between the irmy amd Nevy, or the oppesition between "sea" theughts and "land®™ thoughtis,

Uar you sive me an explanation of the distincticn between sea and land thoughts?

iell, ir the war agalnst imerica it waz the Kavy policy to keep the enemy as far sway
as possible; to fight for strstegic islands and io place more and greater strength in
plangs for the defense of these islands, In oppesitiorn to this the Army placed its
mein strength in the so-called decisive battle of the komeland and é1d not place greut
importance on the retention of thess island basaes,

“hat about the affeet of bembing on public opinion’

‘he Nevy viewed the bases lost as being most important, whereas the Army stated they
were not so important and emphasized the batile of the homeland. Intelligent peo; i
understood the situation quite well, whereas the great masses of the peorle were stupld
avout it, “o, when ths bombing ceme the pecple’s spirit fell tc an amazing degree.
Thelr reaction was "Fow ¢.p we win in these circumstancesY

N1d this attitude becoms manifaest 1o aniiewsr thoughts?

They coulém't criticize the govermment, If they did they would be taken in by the
police,

id the Bosrd of Information conduct a public opinion survey?

N0, it did not, The higher police of the Nome Ministry and the .rmvy HP collscted
materials ae well as the news agemcies,

That tyre of reporte did you receive on it,
These various reports from the lome “inlstry and the ¥ilitary “olice were put out im

monthly bulletin form, There were also spebial reports such as ones on the bombing or
the fall of Saipan,
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Do you have any of these now?

Ko, they wers all burned,

2id you have any way of utiliszing these reperts?

#e had an intelligence collecting section (Joko Shusku Ka) which was heeded by a kr,

iashire, This greup had various attaches, scholars and newgpaperaen, whe volunteoered
mtcrials.

“hat was the function of the "lamming Cection of the Board of Information,

it decided poliecy on a yearly basis, For instance, it decided big policy on the hasis
of internsl and axtermal comditioms, as, what would be done on the anniversary of the
China Incident, or what would be done on Kigensetsu,

“hat about the persomnel of the Flamming Section,

There was one fection Chief and five Sub=Section Chiefs, This was later resclved to
three, the First “eetion kavimg to do with rilitary mattersy the secomd, with internal
prese relations, and the thirdj with external press relatiens, Our propagands in
general was poor, The superior officers did mot regard it with any great importance,
Cood people were not sent to the Board of Information, and the structure wae oxtremely
poor, This condition got hetter in the fimal stages, when the losrd of Information
chief was, at the same time, the Fome Minister and could speak up in Cabinet meeting:z,

was thls all the work that the "lamming Sectiom 4189

fes, ‘hat was all, but for that they received big pay, This is one of the defects of
the Japanese govermmemt, If a person worked too hard or teoo good he would be pushed
out, / good many people felt 'hat it would have been just as well to do away with the
Hoard of Information. This is mow being discussed.

dbat about the fumctione of the Neliberative Chambor?

‘hey decided everyeday problems and how to put largeeseale policy inte action.
“hat about public opinion of the Japaness masses?

The public by and large are simple peopls, They are not traimed in polities, They ave
too regimented and if they volced an opinion they were 1iable to be taken in by the
HP or the Thought Peolice,

ilave you been abroad?

ies, I was on a crulse to Prasil,

shat forelgr language have you studied?

:‘éom.

Can you tell me about changes in Japanese public epirion during the war?
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Y « In regard to the Tris=Partide igreement, the Japanese people were not very muck in favor
of it and werse rather drawn imnte 1it, At tke beginning of the war the people becams
drunk with the fictories and our propagands line was to brake this feeling. The

propaganda line at this time was alsc one of Hakko Ichim. it about the time of

Guadaleanal and Bougaineville people began to feel that the situation was getting grave

and our propaganda line at this time was "You must fight on and en®, At the time of (AT

Harianas people were more comcerned, and we said that they had to give more amnd more

of thelr blood for the battle, %ith the beginning of the bombing people became

desperate, They did not openly speak anti-war thoughts, but there was a good deal of

gloom among the intellectusls. The pecple were surprised the government could not down
the B=20%z and wondered why the fleet was of no help, The propaganda line was that

they were trying to down the planes, but in actuality, they did mot Imock them down, 30

the propaganda line was very poore The iAmerican posters AL which cities were

to be bombed next were very effective, People would run to the kills and would no
longer work in the factories, Gome of the others appealed to the intelligencia, "he

Bariana Joko was well written, The earlier omes about overcoming the military were not

teo effective because we had told the people that the enemy would take this lime,

¥ » What about skorte-wave radle?

T = Most of the people did not heer the broesdcasts, just the Foreign Cffice, Domel and sone
of the wealthy peopls,

! = What about the Emperor's positicn?

T = I believe we should keer the Emperor,

Y - What was Japan's greatest stremgii?

T = The poople all groupsd as a dolid entity around the Imperor,

i « Yhat was Japan's greatest weakmess?

{ = The fact that the people were as a frog im the well, They had no cencept of really
wide=soale warfare and mo preparation for a great war, People had no experience with
& creat war and made no distinction between a battle and a war,

¥ = That are your hopes for the fulure?

T » That the Potsdam Declaratiorn will be completely carried out and Japan can once agair
take an honmorable positicn as a member of the world, Iy and large the Japanese PRORLE
do not have much hope right now,

i = What do you think of pelitics?

T » A4S 2 navel man I have had no interest im politics, but would like to see the Diet getl
inte more practical matters, however. The Japemese at the present time do nol understas

democracy., They should be educated with regard to the obligations of freedom and
1iverty, At the presemt time the people confuse freedom with selfiskmess,




