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AI1, TIACTICAL AND Us VD=5 Report No. 20

Coverage of Caroline lsland airfields was Lhe mission of four
Squadron :B4Y-1r's de arting ~gana Field, Guam, 21 February 194>, 0627
King, with [ighter escort of 18 P-38's fraom the iAms,'s 33.rd, 75rd and
19th Fighter Squadrons based on Saipan. Lt. Comdr. L. R. GEH BACH, UGN,
cas £light leader and, with Lieut. G. H. CONOVEX, USKR, was to photo-
grash airfields on koen, Lten and ‘aram Islands (Truk,. Lt.(jg) FITZ-
SI¥AONS, USKR, was to stand by near the verimeter of iruk lagoon Lo act
as novigationa. escort in case of need by the fighters. 1t.(jg) BRAUN
left Lhe formation, proceeding alone to iuluwat and #oleal Atolls
{or vertical protography of thelr airflelds.

rimary mis ion of the P-38's was strafing of operational aircraft
on Trik's airfields, plus acting as fighter protectlon for the ph to
planes.

Flight arrived at Truk 1105 K, vhere they found good wealhel,
QEKIBACH and C NOVER fol owed the fighters over the stoll, being unable
to keep them in view during thelir strafing runs. Heavy smoke was ob-
served, however, ¢ ose by the north alr strip on kioen., JSuccessful
photeo flight lines were run over all tarzets and radar window was
dropoed by each photo plane at 5 second interva s during pholo runs.
Anti-aircraft fire was consistently inaccurate and both VU-5 pilois
were certain (after previcus experlences over Truk) that the use of
window was definitely helpful,

Lt . Comdr. GEH!B.CH ef ected rendezvous north of the ago.n with
the P=3&'s and actedl as navi stonal escort to a point nesr Guam from
¢ ich the fighters were given a bearing for return to Saipan., The

three photo plaznes of the Ipuk flight had returned to base al Guam
by 1430 King.

Lt.(jg) BHRAUN obtained good vertical covera.e of Fuluwat and %o eal
without op osition of any sort and returned uu G am 1554 King.
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