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From Karchi I crossed the sea in a diinghi
to Maskdt, and thence, in an Arab bagala, sailed
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2 PAPERS.

for Kishm, in the Persian Gulf, when, crossing
the island, I reached Bassador, then an English
station, where I was cordially welcomed by the
few of my countrymen residing there. A cruiser
of the Honourable Company some time after
touching, the politeness of her officers gave me
the opportunity of proceeding to Bishir, where I
continued for three or four months, under the
hospitable roof of the late lamented Major David
Wilson, at that time the resident; and a gentle-
man of a mind so superior, that to have possessed
his friendship and esteem is a circumstance of
which I shall never cease to be proud. I there
drew up, from materials in my possession, and from
recollection, a series of papers relating to my
Jjourneys, and the countries through which I had
passed, which were forwarded to the Government
of Bombay, or to Sir John Malcolm, then the
governor. I was not aware that such use would
be made of them, nor am I quite sure I should
have wished it; and I doubt whether it has not
proved more hurtful than beneficial to me. I may
justly lament that these documents should have
been artfully brought forward in support of un-
sound views and ambitious projects. I may also
be dissatisfied, in & less degree, that the informa-
tion they contained has served the purposes of
men wanting the generosity to acknowledge it.
From Bshir, a two months’ journey led me to
Tabréz, the capital of the late Abbés Mirza. but
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then desolated by the plague. Before setting out
the sad intelligence of the decease of the envoy,
Sir John Macdonald, had reached Bdshir, and I
found Major, now Sir John Campbell, in charge
of the mission. My obligations to this gentleman
are more than mere words can express, and far
greater than might be seemly to relate in these
pages —yet, I may be permitted to record, that
if my subsequent labours have proved advantage-
ous to science, it was owing to his generosity that
I was placed in the pbsition to prosecute them.
With Sir John Campbell were Mr. now Sir John
M‘Neil, and Captain Macdonald, m'aphew of the
much regretted envoy. Nearly, or quite two
months I enjoyed the society of the friendly
circle, at Tabréz, at the hazard of acquiring a
distaste for the rough pleasures of a rude and
rambling life. I then accompanied Captain Mac-
donald to Bagddd, where for some days we pro-
fited by intercourse with Colonel Taylor, the resi-
dent, and passed down the Tigris to Bassorah,
having been joined by the late Captain Frank
Gore Willock. From Bassorah we gained Kérak,
which has since become remarkable from its oc-
cupation by. a force from Bombay, and thence
crossed over to Biishir, where I had again the
satisfaction to meet Major David Wilson, who
was preparing to proceed overland to England.
Captain Macdonald arranged to return with him,

and Captain Willock and myself took our pas-
B2



4 LOCK-JAW.

sages, in a merchant vessel of Bombay, for Mas-
két, and a pleasant course of eleven days brought
us to anchor in its haven. We took up our abode
at the house of Reuben ben Aslan, agent of the
Bombay government; and a few days were agree-
ably passed in visits to the Imdm, and in inter-
course with the inhabitants.

Captain Willock hired a vessel to convey him
to Méndavi, and I took my passage in an Arab
bagala, destined to Kardchi. I sailed the day
preceding that fixed for the departure of Cap-
tain Willock, in April 1831, and that excellent
and kind-hearted gentleman accompanied me to
my vessel, and remained with me until it was put
under weigh. We parted, never to meet again.

The shiimal, or north-westerly winds, raged with
considerable violence,— a circumstance in our fa-
vour,—and the seventh day after leaving Maskat
we came in sight of the castle of Mandroh, on
the height commanding the entrance of the har-
bour of Kardchi. It being night when we neared
it, we anchored off the land.

During this trip I suffered from lock-jaw, and
my teeth were so nearly closed that I could with
difficulty introduce between them small portions
of haliith, a sweetmeat of Maskdt, so called, of
which I luckily had a few baskets, part of a pre-
sent from the Imdm to Captain Willock; and
which for four or five days was my only suste-
nance. As the trismus arose from cold, its symp-
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toms gradually decreased, without the aid of me-
dicine, and on approaching Karichi the rigidity
of my jaws had somewhat diminished, although
it was a long time before I could extend them
to their full and natural extent; and I have since
found that I am liable to a recurrence of this
malady. The passage otherwise had been a brisk
and pleasant one.

The Arab néiqiidah, or commander of the dinghi,
was an intelligent and civil young man. Willing
to impress me with high opinions of his nautical
proficiency, he daily took up the skeleton of a’
quadrant, without glasses, and affected to gaze
intently upon the sun; after which, with a pair
of compasses, he would measure distances upon
his map. On one occasion some of the crew at-
tempting to adjust the rudder, which was in a
very crazy condition, wholly unshipped it. Avail-
ing themselves of their dexterity as swimmers, after
much trouble, they succeeded in replacing it. The
dGnghi, it may be observed, is the common trad-
ing vessel of the ports of Arabia, the Persian Gulf,
Mekran, Sind, and Mailabdr. The proper Arabic
appellation is, however, bagala, or the coaster,
from bagal, the side, or shore. It is of low
tonnage, and is impelled by a cumbersome litin
sail; in changing the position of which it is also
necessary to shift part of the cargo from one side
to the other, to cause a counter-balance, or the
vessel runs the chance of being capsized. From
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six to twelve hands, make up the crew of a din-
ghi, which is probably the form of vessels employed
in these seas from remote antiquity.

On the morrow we weighed anchor, and stood
in for the harbour. On gaining its entrance, the
height of Mandroh being immediately to our left,
we were assailed by the shouts of the garrison
located in the castle on its summit. The niqidabh,
not understanding the meaning of these shouts,
and continuing his course, the soldiers, or armed
men, descended the rocks, and fired a few musket-
shots over us in ferrorem. Being sufficiently near
to be perfectly audible, they peremptorily com-
manded that we should anchor, and lower down
our boat. The niqidAh did so, and sent his boat
to the shore. X returned with a party of soldiers.
It appeared that I was the cause of these move-
ments; but how these people should know I was
on board could only be accounted for by supposing
that some vessel must have sailed from Maskit,
during the few days of my stay there, and have
brought intelligence that a Feringhi, or Europcan,
was at that port, intending to embark for Kardchi.

The grand cause of alarm I afterwards dis-
covered, when informed that two European gen-
tlemen were at one of the mouths of the Indus,
anxious to proceed to Lahore by the river route,
but that the amirs of Sind had hitherto not de-
cided to allow them to pass. These gentlemen, I
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subsequently learned, were Captain Burnes and his
party.

The principal of the soldiers who came recog-
nized me. He embraced my feet, and told me that
he would go to Héassan Khén, the governor of the
town, and acquaint him that an ancient guest had
arrived. He added, there was little doubt but that
I should be permitted to land. He went, and
without delay returned, bringing a message from
the governor that the orders of the amirs were
positive, not to allow any European to land at
Karachi, or even to enter the harbour, but that
I should be duly supplied with wood, water, and
other necessaries. I explained, that the amirs’
orders had reference to ships of war, not to in-
dividuals; but this view of them was not admitted.
I then requested, that notice of my arrival, with
a letter from myself, might be sent to Amir Nassir
Khin at Ilaidarabdd. This was objected to.

Finally, the soldiers departed, three of them re-
maining on board as a guard over me, so far that
I was not to be suffered to quit the vessel. The
ndqidih repaired to the town, and on his return
at mid-day, with the sanction of the governor, ran
his diingh{ into the harbour, and so close to the
shore on the right hand that at low water it was
left on the sand. o

Two of the three soldiors with me were so little
inclined to be civil, and were so much impressed
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with & sense of their own consequence, that I
ordered the crew to give them nothing to eat;
therefore, after enduring hunger for two days,
they were constrained to hail a fishing-boat, into
which they stepped, and regained the garrison at
Maniroh, one soldier only remaining. As he was
tolerably respectful his wants were duly provided
for. In the course of two or three days, however, .
observing my medicine-chest, he would not be
satisfied unless I gave him medicine, without having
need of it. Judging the opportunity a good ome
to rid myself of him, I administered a smart dose
of jalap, which producing very sensible effects, he
was also glad to hail a fishing-boat and to rejoin
his companions. We remained two or three days
more in the harbour, but I was no longer honoured
with a guard. .

This adventure at Kardchi, unexpected on my
part, somewhat disconcerted me. T saw no alter-
native but to return to Maskét ; and thence, if pos-
sible, to reach Bandar Abbés, and from that point
vih Kermfin and Yezd, to gain Sfstin, Kandahar,
and the Afghén countries. The shimil winds
were, moreover, exactly contrary, and we had to
calculate upon a tedious and even dangerous return
voyage to Maskat. I learned at SGnmiénf, some
months afterwards, that the governor of Kardchi
had despatched tidings of my arrival there to his
masters at Haidarabdd, who had sent him orders
(received after my departure) to expedite me with
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all honour to Haidarabdd, and to allow me to incur
no expense on the road. They also severely re-
buked him for nof permitting, in the first instance,
& defenceless and unassuming stranger to land, who
had, by his own account, neither servants, arms, nor
boxes. 1In justice to the amirs of Sind, it must be
averred, that however politically jealous of the Eu-
ropean, they are not so deficient in common sense
or humanity as to offer any interruption to the un-
protected stranger, whom chance or necessity may
conduct to their territories. Of this I had before
experience. I passed freely through their country,
and resided in perfect liberty and security at their
capital. Their political jealousy of the European
is owing to their fears of his power; and these fears
are artfully kept alive by a few interested persons
about them. It must be conceded, that the igno-
rance and credulity of the amirs render them easy
dupes. It would surprise many to know that these
rulers of a kingdom believe that a regiment of
soldiers may be lodged in an ordinary box: whence
there is no article in the possession of an European
that they view with so much distrust. Such idle
notions, it is obvious, would be dispelled by in-
creased ‘intercourse and better acquaintance.

Our nhqGddh did not. wait for a cargo, and we
weighed anchor and put to sea, with the wind fairly
in our teeth. We made, however, little way, pass-
ing, while it was yet daylight, the small rocky islet
noted as Chilney’s Isle on our maps, which the
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Sindians call Charna, and at sun-set, on looking be-
hind us, we could faintly descry the white walls of
the castle Mandroh. Towards night we made for
the land and came to anchor.

The shimél incessantly raged ; so that after many
days passage, working on a little by day, and edging
in to the shore and anchoring by night, we arrived
off the port of Orméra, into which we sailed to
procure water.

The ndqidah went on shore, and, it would seem,
told the tale of my repulse at Kardchi; for pre-
sently a boat put off, bringing one Chiili, on part
of the governor, Fati Khén, who had sent me as
present a basket of eggs, also an invitation to land.
The country, it was told me, was independent of
Sind, and that I should be expedited in safety to
Kalit, or to any other place I might prefer.

T accompanied Chiili, and was introduced to the
governor, whom I found sitting under an old wall,
with a circle of the inhabitants around him. Among
these was the niqiidih. The governor appeared
about forty years of age, sparc, and dark-featured,
with anythjng but a prepossessing countenance, in
no wise improved by his long lank black hair. Ilc
renewed tho offers of service conveyed to me by
Chili, and desired me to consider tho country as
my own, and himself as my slave,—an ordinary but
hyperbolical mode of cxpressing welcome, and of
imparting confidence. I determined at once to
remain at Orméra, hoping thence to be able to
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reach Kalat; and although I foresaw the probability
of an adventure, confided in my good fortune to
get over it.

Seeing the miserable state of the huts composing
the town, I inquired concerning my lodgings; and
an old tower of a dilapidated fort was pointed out
to me; the other tower (there being but two) was
occupied by Fati Khin himself, while within the
area of the enclosure was a hut, the residence of
Baloch Khén, who, I afterwards found to be joint
governor with Fati Khén. My apartment was
very crazy, and was reached by aladder, yet, such
as it was, it appeared to be the most eligible that
presented; besides, it had the advantage of forming
part of the government house, therefore I accepted
it. My effects were sent for from the déinghi; and
the young Arab ndqdddh took his leave, recom-
mending me strongly to Fati Khén’s care, telling
him that I was a particular friend of the Imdm of
Maskit, and that he would come the next mosam
(season) to inquire how 1 had been treated. I
found myself alone at Orméra, among new ac-
quaintance.

I soon discovered that Fati Khéin's principal
object in making me his guest was, to be relieved
from a complaint, which afflicted him occasionally,
viz. an inflation of the abdomen, which happened
whenever he indulged in dates, halGih, or other
improper food. I desired him to abstain from such
food, but this he said was impossible. I therefore
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administered drugs to him; but these he found un-
palatable, and discontinued. My presence, therefore,
did not much benefit him, he persisting in the in-
dulgence of his Apician appetites, and retaining
their consequence in his pot-belly.

. Being considered & tabib (physician), I had nu-
merous patients, some of whom I contrived to cure.
At length my reputation began to decline, having
recommended to a person, who applied for a jldb
(purge), (my drastics being exhausted,) to drink a
tumbler of sea-water. At night, when seated in
my tower, and Baloch Khén, with a party, were
sitting in the area below, I found the circumstance
was a topic of conversation with them. * Ap deridh
bor,” (drink sea-water,) said one. “ Ap deridh bor,”
said another, and all burst into laughter, in which
I could not refrain from joining, although at the
chance of being overheard by them. Baloch
Khin suggested, and all agreed with him, that I
was no tabib, but that my object was to examine
the country.

I remained above a month at Orméra, occupying
myself as well as I could, to beguile the weary days.
Baloch Khén had two sons, the younger of whom,
a youth of about seventeen years of age, was my
companion in the tower, and in mystrolls. He was
of good disposition, and could read and write Persian ;
while, by his assistance, I framed a small vocabulary
of the Baloch dialect. With the inhabitants of
the small community I was on the best terms, and
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they omitted no occasion to show me civility and
attention. I had, moreover, made friends with two
or three Baloch families, who resided in tents near
the wells without the tawn. They kept goats; and
whenever I visited them, I could depend upon
being treated with a bowl of milk or buttermilk.
Occasional visitors would come from the jangal,
and I made inquiries of them as to their localities,
their tribes, and their neighbours. Twice I made
the ascent of the high hill Mount Araba, which
terminates the peninsula on which Ormaéra is situ-
ated; but at other times was cumpel]led. to confine
my excursions to the sandy beaches on ecither side
of the peninsula.

When the shiimél raged, and it generally did
with extraordinary violence, I had no resource but
to kecp my tower and amuse myself as well as I
could with my papers and the conversation of my
friends. I carefully refrained, while at Ormdra,
from exhibiting money, asserting, that I depended
upon medicinal practice for the supply -of iy ne-
cessities, although I took care to make more than
an equivalent return for any kindness shown to me,
and to suffer no service to pass unrequited. I was
enabled to acquit myself on these points, having
in my possession a few knives, and a variety of
trifles, which also were prized beyond money. The
two governors were of the Mirwari tribe of Baloches,
the most respectable of that community, and which
in one of its branches, the Kambarari, gives a khan
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to Kalit. They were both natives of Kolwa, in
the province of Jhow, to the west of Béla; and
although Fati Khén stood in relation of son-in-law
to Baloch Khén, there was ill-will between them,
perhaps owing to the jealousy and rivalry of power."
The family of Baloch Khén resided with him at
Orméra, and consisted of his wife, a respectable
woman, two sons, and a daughter; the last, a per-
sonable young maid, named Gabi, was affianced to a
young man at Passanni, a neighbouring small port
to the west. The family of Fati Khin resided at
his native place of Kolwa. It chanced one day,
that intelligence arrived of a son being born to
him, on which two or three old ship guns, lying
in front of the gateway of the fort, were loaded.
On the first discharge down tumbled the greater
part of the gateway, and my old tower so tottered
over my head that I leaped into the area without
making use of the ladder. Secing the disaster of
the gateway, the other guns were dragged to a con-
siderable distance, and then discharged. I was
thinking in what manner I should depart from
Orméra, when Baloch Khén informed me that he
was about to proceed to Jhow, and if I chose to
accompany him, he would expedite me thence to
Béla in Las. I had a wish to visit Jhow, having
heard from my young friend, his son, that the ruins
of an ancient city existed there, among which coins,
&c. were found, also the remains of an extraor-
dinary fortress. It occurred to me, as just possible,
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that they might indicate the site of the city founded
by Alexander among the Oritee, and which he
peopled with Arachosians. I expressed to Baloch
Khén the satisfaction I should have to accompany
him to Jhow, and requested him to hire a camel
for me.

When my intended departure became known,
many inhabitants of the town conjured me not
to trust myself in the power of Baloch Khén.
Chilli also represented to me that I was about to
take a fatal step; that he was convinced the
intentions of Baloch Khan were evi], particularly
as the camel he pretended to have hired for me
was actually his own, and its conductor-his slave.
Finally, Fati Khén sent for me, and urged, that
as I was especially his guest he felt himself respon-
sible for my safety, and that he did not like the
thought of my proceeding with Baloch Khin. He
added, that if I would wait another month or two,
he should be going to Jhow himself. I yielded to
such representations, and the old sinner, Baloch
Khén,—for his hairs were silvered by age,—depart-
ed on his journey. When it was known that I re-
mained, congratulations were made me by all, and
it seemed universally agreed that I had escaped
destruction. The sons of Baloch Khén, I had ob-
served, were not so pleased at the idea of my ac-
companying their party, as, from the friendly feelings
subsisting between us, I might have expected ; and
when I was apprised there was danger I construed
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the reserve of the young men into a dislike that
any evil should befall me, while their duty, and
regard for their father, prevented them from inform-
ing me that I had reasons to distrust.

Some days after, a Sinmiéni déinghi arrived from
Maskait, and I resolved to sail in her to her desti-
nation. I accordingly took leave of Fati Khén
and my Orméra friends ; the former requested me
to oblige him with a lancet, which I gave him with
pleasure. We weighed anchor about nine in the
forenoon, the shiiméil blowing strongly, but in our
favour, and we had a brisk passage along the coast.
By ten or eleven o’clock the next day we had neared
the harbotir of Sdnmidni, the entrance being im-
peded by sand-banks, over which is a constant
surge. Our niqidéih had a little erred in his course,
and brought his diinghi directly upon the sand-
banks; he saw his danger, but crying “Takowal
Khoda,” (By the favour of God,) manfully dashed
the vessel amid the surge. A momentary struggle
followed, and the next moment we found ourselves
floating in the calm waters of the harbour, the
niqiidih elate, and congratulating himself on his
successful experiment, for he said there was not a
gaz (yard) of water on the bank. The passage had
been as pleasant as quick, and was to me a gratuit--
ous one, for being reputed a tdbib, I was held a
privileged person, and was not so much as asked
for a passage fee. I took up my abode at Sfin-
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midni, at the house of Jamil, a companion in the
dinghi, and as the tidings of the arrival of a
Feringhi tdbib soon spread, I began rather vigor-
ously to enter upon the practice of physic. I
made some unexpected and extraordinary cures,
for if I felt myself safe, and knew the disorder
I had to treat, I did not neglect the opportunity
to do good, and my fame so much increased that
I was visited by patients from the distant hills. I
had a singular case from the hills, of a personable
female, the wife of a wealthy Lidmri, part of whose
face had become white. The husbapd proffered two
camels, if I could by my skill induce the return
of the original tint. I remarked, that the lady
would look better if she became white altogether.
They both smiled, but were not to be persuaded
that black was not a preferable hue. This case
of course exceeded my ability. I removed from the
house of Jamél to a hired apartment in the bazar.
The door was latticed, so that I lived rather in a
cage than a house. I had made numerous acquaint-
ance, and many of the Hinds were very obliging,
particularly two, Tah Mal and Kimji. I resided
in perfect security and freedom.

During my stay the reigning Jém, ar chief of
Las, the province of which SGnmiéni is the port,
arrived, in charge of his mother, from the capital,
Béla. I visited him, and found an intelligent child
of six or seven years of age. As instructed, ho
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18 THE LADY DHAIL

saluted me with a “ Khdsh Amadid,” or “ You are
come welcome,” and I sent him a few pictures, which
much pleased him.

This accession of the court contributed to extend
the circle of my acquaintance, and I found among
the officers of the government many simple and
rude, but yet good and worthy men. Arab Vakil,
one of the principal men of the little state, was of
this description, and Jim Dindr, a relative of the
Jam, joined to his other good qualities considerable
suavity of manners.

Having one day taken the likeness of a young
Hindd, the son of my friend Téh Mal, by the assis-
tance of a camera lucida, the fact was reported to
a lady, the dhai, or nurse of the young Jam; and
she could not rest until she had her likeness taken.
How this was to be effected was a difficulty. It
is not the custom for a lady of the standing of this
fair dbai to admit a male stranger to her presence,
and she, moreover, was held in singular repute for
propriety and delicacy of conduct, upon which she
much prided herself. It was farther, as I disco-
vered, necessary, that I was to be fully impressed
with the conviction of her purity of mind and ele-
vated feelings, and in no wise to suspect that so
common a failing as vanity made her desirous of
seeing her fine features on paper. I readily pro-
mised everything; and the ingenuity of a Jikia
Mirza, a platonic admirer, as he represented him-
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self, of the lady’s beauty and accomplishments, and
who officiated as the enfremise in this affair, brought
about the desired end. She was to believe that
she had weak eyes, and that they could be cured
only by my placing the camera lucida at a certain
distance from them, and I was to believe, that on
consideration only of my being a tibib the lady had
been induced to infringe etiquette and admit a male
to her presence. I was farther to believe, that she was
not aware that her picture was to be taken, but that,
as the Jukia had explained to her, by means of the
camera lucida her sight was to be benefited. When
all was arranged, and a convenient opportunity pre-
sented, the Jakia introduced me to this lady; and
I found a female of very respectable appearance, if
not so handsome as his flattering reports had led
me to expect. She was very courteous and digni-
fied, but, like myself, preserved her countenance
with some trouble. She spoke fluently in Persian,
and was, for such a country, a superior woman. I
contrived to get over the business tolerably well,
and produced a picture, which I perfected at my
lodging, and which, I was told by the Jikia, an-
swered the purpose of pleasing her. I had to cor-
rect a certain prominence in the nasal feature,
which, however, was not owing to an error of myself
or my lucida, for it existed in nature.

The season of the year was not the most favour-

able, yet did I not find the heat inconvenient at
c2
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SGnmidni ; I was, nevertheless, somewhat suffering
in health, and gradually weakened in strength, al-
though without positive or definite ailment.

I was, therefore, thinking of quitting Stinmidni,
and was about engaging an armed party of LiGmris,
for the consideration of one hundred rupees, to
escort me to ShikarpGr. These men, while willing
to have undertaken the task, frankly confessed that
they were at enmity with some of the tribes
through whose limits they must pass; and that
there was the possibility of collision. They assured
me, in such an event, I should be the last to suffer,
which I could believe, and was on the point of
ratifying a bargain with them, and committing
myself to chance, when some Patin merchants of
Kaldt arrived at SGnmiani, from Kardchi. This
was a fortunate occurrence, as it gave me an oppor-
tunity of visiting Kaldt, and I indulged the hope
of renewing my health and strength in its fine
climate, when I could proceed to Kindahir, Kabal,
or elsewhere, as occasion or inclination might
prompt.
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CHAPTER II.

Facility of forming acquaintance.—Merchant’s surprise.—My me-
tamorphosis.—Exchange of salutations.—Conversation.— Reso-
lution.—Assurance of protection.—K4likddd.—HindG civility.
—Composition of party.—Leave Stinmiéni.—Lifri.—Country.—
Patti.— Usmim di Got.— Neighbourhood of Béla. —Appear-
ance of Béla.—Jam's residence.—Tombe.— Advarte of party.—
Good-will of Kdlikdfd.—His anxiety.—Departure from Béla.—
Mishap on road.—Return of Kélikdid.—Arrival at Walipat.—
KalikdAd rejoins.——Walipat.—Purili.—Remarkable burial-place.
~—Hills.—Scenery.—Koharn Wat.—Ping.—Halt in the hills.—
Trees.— Samshir Khén.— Baloches. — Kilikdad's greetings.—
Meeting with our party.—Troublesome night march.—Omatch
river.— Tarkdbir.— Hills, &ec.—Water.— Visitors.— Storm.—
Barin Lak.— Burial-places. —Wad.— Kairfit.— Population of
‘Wad.—Sirddrs.—Plain of Wad.—Nill.—Its reputed antiquity.

THE mode in which my acquaintance commenced
with the Patdn merchants may illustrate the ease,
as well as security, which, in most instances, ob-
tains, of making acquaintances, if not friends,
amongst the trafficking classes of Afghéns.

I was sitting alone in my hired apartment in the
bazar of Stinmiini, when one of the merchants, a
stout well-dressed person, came in front of my
abode, evidently with the intent to address me,
but after a short gaze, he turned about and went



22 CONVERSATION.

his way. The fact was, I was sitting cross-legged
on my chihdrpdhi, or cot, and, according to the
fashion here, without a shirt; and not being in
the best humour with myself and the world, my
appearance was not very prepossessing. I guessed
the cause of the merchant’s abrupt departure; and
to be prepared, in case of another visit, clad myself
in clean white linen, and, preparing coffee, seated
myself a little more gracefully. The beverage I
drank from a sparkling tumbler, in default of china,
and before me I had two or three books. In a
short time the Patan reappeared, probably without
any notion of accosting me, whom he had rejected
as beneath his notice, but chancing to direct a
glance towards me, he seemed astonished at my
metamorphosis ; and before he could recover from
his surprise, I addressed him with a courteous and
sonorous Saldm Alikam. He, of course, gave the
responding salutation, Alikam Saldm, and advanced
to me. I invited him to sit down, and a short
conversation followed, in which I expressed my
desire to leave SGnmiani, and he said, “ Why not
accompany me to Kalat?” T asked when he would
start, and he said, “This evening,” and left me.
My resolution was instantly fixed, and I set about
packing my effects. -Soon after, I was visited by
four other Afghéns of the party, and they testified
their pleasure that I was about to be their com-
panion. I next went into the bazar, arranged some
moncy matters, and hired a camel for two rupees,
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to carry me to Béla. I was anew seated in my
apartment, when the merchant whom I had first
seen again passed, and observing my effects ar-
ranged for motion, asked me, “In God’s name, are
you going with me ?” T replied, “ In God’s name,
I am,” when he took my hands, and placing them
with his own upon his eyes, assured me that he
would do my “kistmat” on the road, and would
from Kaldt provide me with trustworthy com-
panions for Kindahir, K4bal, or elsewhere, as I
might think proper.

The name of my new friend was Abdidl Kalik,
and he proved to be the principal person of the
party. Another native of Kalat, named Iddaitila,
also paid me a visit; and I had never reason to
change the favourable opinions of his character I
then formed.

Towards evening, having been previously regaled
with a parting feast by my worthy Hindd friend
Téh Mal, who had during my stay been invari-
ably attentive, I mounted my camel and joined the
Kalét party, who occupied an old daramsila near
the wells behind the town. My other Hindid
friend, Kimji, accompanied me thither, and on the
road inquired of me whether he should speak in
my favour to the Patdns. I said, I was so satisfied
with them that it was unnecessary. On arrival
the good man could not restrain himself, and made
a few remarks, which elicited a renewal of pro-
testations of service and attention from Abdiil
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KAalik and Kalifa Iddaitidla, the latter asserting
that he never saw a Balaiti but his heart rejoiced.

The party which I had now joined was composed
of inhabitants of Kaldt, excepting one Yisaf, a
native of Kandahar, The first was Kélikdad. He .
was portly and good-natured, and was temporarily
mounted on a camel, a mare belonging to him
being at Béla, where it had been left for the sake
of pasture. I afterwards found that he was one
of four brothers, who in partnership with a wealthy
cousin, Faiz Ahmed, were engaged in trade, and
that they had sardis at Kardchi and Kindahdr.

The next was Kalifa Iddaitila, a very respectable
young man; he was mounted on an excellent mari,
or running camel, which carried also his companion,
Pir Baksh, who was returning from a pilgrimage
to Mecca. He had seen Bombay, and was full
of the wonders there. Under the protection of
Kalifa Iddaittila was a young lad of Kaldt, Nasi-
riilah, who had resided for some time at Kardchi.

We had also one Mdhomed Rafik, who rode
singly on a good mdri, and was a good young man ;
he was apparelled rather coarsely on our journey,
but I found, at Kalat, that he had a handsome
competence ; and expressing surprise at the favour-
able change in his costume, was told that he had
lately married.

The above were all Afghéans of the Bé&bi zai, or
tribe, and with them I was in company, as was
also Yisaf, the Afghin of Kandahar. This lat-



LEAVE SUNMIANI. 25

ter person was corpulent and good-humoured, and
seemed to act as cook to the party. We ate in
common, and considered ourselves especially com-
panions.

There was besides, one Faiz Mdhomed, a respect-
able merchant of Kaldt, mounted on a good horse,
who had with him two or three servants, mounted
on as many camels. Attached to him was one
Nawab, who rode, or drove before him, an ass. Faiz
Mahomed was of lonely habits, or being of another
zai, did not mix much with the Bibis. He only
kept as near to us during the journey as was requi-
site for his safety.

We left Stnmidni, and, clearing the low sand-
hills which encircle it, entered upon the level plain
of Las. It was overspread, more or less, with the
magnificent dédar, a large bush of dark green hue,
called larni, and the gaz, or tamarisk—here a bush.
After three or four cosses, the'déddr was replaced
by the karit, or caper-tree, and still farther on the
vegetation became more luxuriant as. we neared
Lfari, where we halted in a grove of mimosas, cast of
the village.

‘We had marched ten cosses, or fifteen miles. In
this distance we found water only in one spot, a
slough, and there unpalatable. Lidrf is a small vil-
lage, containing about twenty mud-houses, inhabited
by Hind(s, and eighty huts, the abodes of Mihome-
dins. It has a manufacture of salt.

Beyond Liéri the jangal is formed of gaz-bushes,
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mixed with high grass. After three or four cosses
it diminishes, and the plain becomes speckled with
the caper-tree. Parroquets, doves, mainas, and
other birds, are seen. In two or three spaces we
passed land which had been once cultivated, but at
this time there were no crops, or indications of them.
Occasionally a few Limri huts occurred, and ex-
cepting a few babirs, or mimosas, and mounds of
earth in certain spots, which might denote the sites
of former villages, there were no more positive
proofs that the country had ever been better popu-
lated. We at length reached the Paréli river, and
crossed its scanty stream, flowing in a wide bed, con-
fined by high banks, and halted under the shade of
some large gaz-trees. This spot was called Patti
and was considered ten cosses distant from Lidri.
About two miles to our right was the small town of
Utal, |

Passing the jangal on the river bank, Utal be-
came clearly discernible. A short course brought
us again near the river to our left, but we did not
cross it. The country bore the same features of
level surface and jangal ; the latter perhaps a little
more wooded. We halted, finally, at Usmén di
Got, having marched fourteen cosses. Here were
some sixty huts, of sorry appearance.

The road to Béla led through a lane, formed either
by pérG trees naturally, or artificially of thorny
bushes. Cultivation on either side of the road was
pretty general, but the ground was now mostly fal-
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low. A few fields of jéidr and cotton only displayed
productive vegetation. The jangal-trees were of
finer growth, bespeaking an improved soil; and
among them the pért predominated, and was con-
spicuous from its dark and close verdure. A few
huts are passed on the road, constructed of straw
and matting, in a conical form. About a mile from
Béla the jangal first permits a glimpse of it, which
is rather attractive, the residence of the J4m tower-
ing pre-eminently above the other houses of the
town. The large dome of the Jam’s masjit has also
a fair appearance. The jangal again closes it from
the view, until we reach the ancient course of the
Pirali, on the opposite bank of which it stands.
From the near bank it has still an interesting aspect.
We crossed the deep and wide bed of the old
stream, which is now the seat of much cultivation,
and took up our quarters in a masjit on its bank,
and west of the town, which 1t overlooked, being
built on a mound. The residence of the Jim is of
mud, and surrounded by lofty castellated walls,
flanked with circular towers at the angles. The
houses of the town are also of mud, and have but
the ground-floor. They are all provided with chim-
neys for the admission of air, as is usual in the
pakka villages of Las, also at Kardchi in Sind.
These convenient appendages face the south, and
are either the rude originals or awkward imitations
of the more elegant structures, called bidghir (wind-



28 BELA.

gatherers), at Bandar Abbds, Bashir, Shirdz, and
other towns in Persia.

BELA, CAPITAL OF LAS.

Béla contains about three hundred houses, one-
third occupied by HindGis. Supplies of common
necessaries are procurable, but articles of luxury are
scarce, and consequently high-priced. There are in
its vicinity some old Mahomedan sepulchres. One,
west of the town, covers the remains of Miisa
Nai4ni, and has a handsome cupola. The town de-
rives its water from wells, some on a level with it,
and others in the old bed of the Pirdli, where are
fields of vegetables and tobacco, with a large cultiva-
tion of rice. To the west of the town are a few
date-trees, bearing indifferent fruit, but producing an
excellent cffect in the scenery of the place. The
Piirdli flows a little to the west of Béla, and its
waters are secn from it. About a mile north of the
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town is the garden of the Jam, stocked, princi-
pally, with mango, plantain, orange, citron, and olive
trees.

From Béla the party proceeded in advance about
a coss, for the convenience of forage ; Kélikdid, Ma-
homed Rafik, and myself, who stayed behind, were
to join the following day. It was on my account
this separation took place; the camel hired to carry
me to Khozdér not being forthcoming, as promised.
Kalikddd, who took great interest in my affairs,
particularly, as he often said, from the prompt and
unhesitating manner in which I had placed myself
under his protection, would not listen to my being
disappointed in my journey to Kaldt, although I
protested against his incurring any inconvenience.
Three days passed, and the fellow who had engaged
his camel, and received a portion of the hire, did not
appear. It so happened, we could not procure
another. The journey from Béla to Khozdir is
dangerous. and no one without connexions, or per-
sonal acquaintance with the hill tribes, will under-
take it. Kalikddd was in considerable anxiety lest
his companions, from their limited stock of provi-
sions, should have been forced to proceed; still he
could not think of abandoning me, alleging, that
the passage through the hills might be difficult to
me, unless in good and responsible company.

At length the man brought his camel. We
secured the animal, and its owner on some pretence
returncd to his village, vowing to be ready to start
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with us in the evening. He was not punctual.
In possession of the camel, we left Béla; I seated
thereon, while Kalikd4ad had his mare, and Mihomed
Rafik, pro tempore, was on foot. 1 was but indif-
ferently accommodated on my new beast, his sad-
dle being an awkward one, and had not proceeded
very far ere, twisting round, it precipitated myself
and luggage to the ground. Kailikddd, as soon as
laughter at my comical situation had ceased, said
it would be really better that he should return to
the town, and purchase a camel, for which we bad
before been in treaty. The chance was, that on the
hired beast I should daily be served in the same
manner, while, being a bardar (camel of burthen),
it was doubtful whether it would keep pace with
the rest of the party, it being intended to gain
Kaldt by long and hasty marches. I assented, and
the good-natured merchant trudged back on foot,
giving me his mare, while Mahomed Rafik ar-
ranged himself on the camel. We two went on
for Walipat, about three cosses distant, where we
hoped, but hardly expected, to find our companions.
Kalikdad, with his purchase, was to join us in all
speed. About a mile from Béla we passed a small
village of a few mud-huts to our right, and at length,
it being fairly night, crossing the dry bed of a moun-
tain-torrent, halted on its opposite bank. Mahomed
Rafik took cognizance of the mare, and. with the
camel’s rope fastened to my arm, I wrapped myself
up in my Arab cloak and went to sleep. During
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the night we were awakened by shouts, which
proved to be from Kilikdid, who was hailing us.
‘We returned them, and he joined us with an excel-
lent miri, accompanied by the vender, a young
saiyad of Béla. The latter received the price of
his camel, sixty rupees, and left us. At daybreak
we repaired to some houses adjacent, where Ki-
likddd was courteously received, but we learned
with regret that our party had proceeded on their
journey. Walipat, with the cultivated land around
it, was’ the property of Jdm Dindr, before noticed
as a relation of the Jém of Las. He was absent,
but being a friend of Kélikddd, his orders had an-
ticipated our arrival, and we were plentifully re-
galed. Here were a few mango-trees, also mimosas,
and two or three pipals, here called doghiiri. There
was a good cultivation of rice, the land being water-
ed by a canal derived from the Pgrali, which was
sufficiently copious and powerful to turn a flour-
mill. ‘

In the afternoon we left Walipat, Kéilikddd on
his mare, and I and Méahomed Rafik on my recent
purchase; the hired camel being left with Jam
Dindr’s people until reclaimed by its owner. We
soon approached the low hills in front, under which
were a few huts, and a little cultivation. Hence we
traced for some distance the bed of the Pirili,
overspread with the trunks and branches of trees,
victims of its fury when swollen by rains. In many
parts were clumps of living tamarisk-treces and
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bushes, forming islands when the stream is full.
At this season it was trifling, not exceeding twelve
to fiftcen yards in breadth, and not above knee-deep.
Leaving the river, the road led for some distance
through a place of burial, remarkable for its extent
and the multitude of its graves; these were con-
structed in all forms, square, circular, and oblong.
Their limits were defined by fragments of grey lime-
stone, while the interior surfaces were laid out in
divers patterns, composed of the small black and
white pebbles found in the bed of the Pdarili.
These are not recent monuments, but from the fre-
quent admixture among them of spots described by
larger stones, and clearly intended for masjits, they
are of Mihomedan origin; and to account for the
great number of graves, we may suppose some seri-
ous conflict has taken place here.

Beyond this silent city of the dead, we entered
the jumble of low earthy hills, bounding to the
north the plain of Las, and through which the
Pirdli works its destructive course. Towering
over them,-on either side, were superior ranges.
The one to the east, some six or seven miles
distant, forms the boundary between Sind and
Balochistin. In front we had two detached emi-
nences of singular appearance, one having a per-
pendicular fissure breaking from its perfectly square
summit, and the other closely resembling a tower.
On approaching them they proved masses of earth
in the bed of the stream: This we again follow-
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ed, repeatedly crossing the river in its devious
windings. The crumbling hills displayed many
fantastic shapes, but the scenery afforded by the
spacious bed of the river, its small islets, and its
banks, shaded by thick tamarisk bushes, if inte-
resting, was not particularly impressive. Finally,
we bade adieu to the Pirdli, and entered the
hills on our left by the defile of Koharn
Wat. This wus a strong position. Marching the
greater part of the night, we halted in a dara,
or spacious water-course, called Bohér. Resuming
our journey at daylight, we proceeded up the
same water-course for a long distance. We passed
in it a spot called Ping, where were a few bér-
trees and abundance of spring-water; here we
saw parroquets, and the variety of kingfisher call-
ed mitd. The dara closing, we crossed a low
hill, into another, up which we proceeded until
the sun was very high, when filling our massaks,
or skins, with water, which was plentiful and of
excellent quality, we stole from the road, and rested
in a retired spot during the heat of the day,
and prepared our food. Our retreat was among
large quantities of the fish-plant, a variety of
aloe; and, for the first time, I saw the flowers of
the plant. Snugly as we were secreted, some
camels straying by us, reminded us that we had
neighbours, but we did not see them. The trees
prevalent among the hills were, the tamarisk, pérd,
dédér, nim, the black and white babir, and other

vOI.. 1.
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mimosas, with the useful fish. The kénatti, or
palma-christi, also sometimes fringed the rivulets.
‘We occasionally started a wild hog; and partridges,
or tittars, abounded. During our progress this day
we met a man walking without shoes, who, I was
told, was Samshir Khén, son of Alim Khén, a
chief of the hill tribes, and one who could assem-
ble a large force. He was acquainted with Ka-
likddd, and joked with him on meeting him in
so convenient a place. We afterwards fell in
with two small parties of Baloches, armed and
mounted on méris. Nothing occurred beyond the
usual routine of salutations and inquiries. Ka-
likddd always prefaced his intercourse with these
people by holding up his hands, and repeating
fatiah. In these rencounters we could learn no-
thing of our friends.

In the forenoon we again started; and leavmg
the dara, passed through a remarkably narrow
defile, not that the enclosing hills were high, but
that the road was so contracted. Clearing it, to
our great satisfaction we joined our party, who
had on our account travelled slowly. We halted
awhile, rice being prepared for us. I was civilly
received by all, although the delay in the journey
might have been imputed to me; and my purchase
of the camel was applauded.

We left this spot, called Khéinaji, and marched
the whole night. This was the most troublesome
part of our journey hitherto. We passed a suc-
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cession of ascents and descents, and on one occa-~
sion we were compelled to dismount. The night,
however, did not permit us to select our road,
and occasionally we may have deviated from it.
For a considerable part of the march we did not
meet with water on the road: the first we reach-
ed was the river Ornitch, running at the foot
of hills of some elevation, which separate the
Minghal and BizGnjG tribes. The Omitch, with
little breadth, has a fair volume of water, and a
rapid course. We passed nothing in the shape
of a habitation; but on one occasion the bark-
ing of a dog induced our party to keep silence.
At daybreak we halted at a spot called Tarka-
btir. Here we had a small stream flowing in a
deep and spacious bed to our right, an arm from
which ran in front of us. To our left was a broken
plain, but we were on all sides surrounded by
hills, some of them of magnitude. These hills,
and generally the hills between Las and the Ka-
lit territory, are of limestone formation. Trees
were not very plentiful, yet one or two accessions
marked our progress northward. To the tama-
risk, the bébfir, bér, and fish, were joined hish-
warg, a plant prized by the Baloches for its me-
dicinal qualities, and gishtar, a favourite food
of camels. In the beds of the torrents and
water-courses, if water be not actually visible, it
may be readily procured by making small cavi-
ties or pits, when the latent fluid oozes forth, and
n 2
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fills them, while, undergoing at the same time the
process of filtration, it is beautifully clear.

At TarkébGr we were visited, at various times,
by a few individuals, all of them Minghals. They
were not numerous enough to make exactions,
under pretence of duty, or sang, as they term
it, and therefore were contented with small pre-
sents of tobacco, and other trifles, which Ka-
likddd and others thought fit to make. In re-
turn, they entertained us with the melodies of
their pipes of reed, with which all were provided.
A party passed us, dragging after them a sheep,
which it seemed was destined to be a kairat, or
offering at some shrine, to which they were con-
veying it.

Towards evening much rain fell, and, being un-
provided against such an accident, we were mise-
rably drenched: thunder and lightning accom-
panied it. The streams beneath us were promptly
sugmented ; their torrents rolled with impetuous
rapidity. On the cessation of the storm the body
of water also decreased, but, by filling the hollows
in the bed, our progress became somewhat embar-
rassed in our next march, which, for some distance,
led up it.

We kindled fires, and dried our apparel, &c.
as well as we could, when, night drawing nigh,
we put ourselves in motion. Tracing the bed of
the torrent, we at length left it, and commenced
the ascent of a kotal, or pass, called Birin Lak.
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Surmounting it, we came upon an excellent road
in a fine level valley, four or five miles in breadth,
parallel ranges of low hills enclosing it ; its length
was more considerable. We perceived no habita-
tions ; but the soil was dotted by small trees, the
olive, babiir, and perptik, the latter rich in its
lovely orange blossoms. Occasionally, we passed
large burial places, with masjits amongst them,
defined by stones, as we had formerly seen; and
hinting that these sequestcred secats had been, at
times, disturbed by the din of war, and defiled
by the slaughter of contending hosts. The sun
was above the horizon ere we had reached the end
of the valley, where low eminences, abounding
with the fish-plant, scparate it from the plain of
Wad. We soon traversed these, and passing, first
a detached rock, and then a small rivulet, ar-
rived at the dry bed of a water-course, on whose
farther bank stands the town, if it must be so
called, of Wad. This we gained, and took up our
quarters in some unoccupicd tenements.

We halted at Wad ; and—as we had now cleared
the Minghal hills, and had arrived at a place where,
if the Khin of Kalét’s authority is not much re-
spected, the chances of danger on the road had
much abated, and the road onward to Kalat is
considered comparatively safe—my companions, to
testify their gratitude, killed a sheep by way of
kairdt, or offering, and consumed it themselves.
Wad is a small town, comprising two parcels of
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mud-houses, distant about one hundred yards from
each other. The western portion contains about
forty houses, principally inhabited by Hind& traders;
the eastern portion contains some twenty-five or
thirty houses, tenanted by Médhomedans. Among
these are the residences of the sirddrs, or chiefs,
of the great Minghal tribe, Is8 Khin and Wali
Maéahomed Khéin; for the town, such as it is, is
the capital of one of the most numerous tribes of
Balochistin. The house of Isi Khéin is distin-
guished from the others by a single tree within the
walls, and none of the houses have a second story.
From north to south, the plain of Wad has an
extent of five to six miles; from east to west it
is more considerable; indeed, to the west the
country is open, and no hills are visible. Conti-
guous to the town were no signs of cultivation ;
but under the hills, to the east, much wheat and
jaar are grown. About fifteen miles west, a little
south of Wad, is Nall, the little capital of the
Bizinji tribe, and generally, as at this time, at
enmity with the Minghals. The former had now
for allies two other tribes, the Samalaris and the
Mimasanis. Nall is said to resemble Wad in
size, but has a castle, or defensive structure; and
by the Bizlinjtis themselves is reputed a site of
great antiquity. It is probable that, being seated
more immediately than Wad on the skirt of the
plateau gained by the passage of the Bérin Lak
range, the high road from the coast to Khozdar



ITS REPUTED ANTIQUITY. 389

and Kalit anciently led by it. That it should be
disused now, is explained by the bad reputation
of the Biz(injdis, who, in ferocity and proneness
to rapine, are said to exceed the Minghals; and
they are, if possible, less under the control of the
government of Kalit.
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ResumiNg our journey from Wad, we passed
a garden belonging to IsA Khén, well stocked with
apricot-trees, and watered by a fine canal. Beyond
it we crossed the wide bed of a mountain strcam,
but dry, and a little after entered a dara, or valley,
called Samin. To our left the rocks were of a
dark reddish brown hue, those to the right were
agreeably tinged with light pink and purple shades,
as they reflected the rays of the setting-sun. We
marched the entire night, crossing at intervals the
beds of many torrents and rivulets: in some of them
water ‘was found in cavities, and in two or three
were continued strcams. Samin dara was of great
length, and widened towards its northern extremity.
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Here the soil had obviously been cultivated, but
no huts were seen. A spot occurred, called Miin
Dara, a usual halting-place for kaifilas. Where
the dara closed, low hills commenced, when the
morn overtook us, and most of our party were so
exhausted, that they halted, but Kalikddd, M4-
homed Rafik, Yisaf, and myself, pushed on, and
from a high table space we at length descried the
plain of Khozdar. About us were small patches
of cultivation ; and still proceeding, we neared the
town, which, after the dreary country we had tra-
versed, in despite of its actual igsigt}iﬁcance, was
sufficiently attractive.

Its environs were embellished with date-trees,
and adjacent to it were two or three gardens. The
greatest extent of the plain was from north to
south. It had much cultivated land, and a verdant
chaman, or pasture, through which meandered the
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slender rivulets, supplied from many springs. Over
the surface, besides the town and ruined fort, seated
on and about a small mound, were sprinkled several
hamlets, of two and three houses each, water-mills,
groves of mulberry-trees, with the bfnghis, or
matted huts, of the pastoral Baloch families. Such
features, with the grazing flocks of sheep and goats,
and herds of camels, formed the scenery of the plain
of Khozdar; but it derived its chief interest at the
time of the morning I first gaged upon it from
being under the shadow of the very high hills of
abrupt and singular outlines, which bound it to the
east and south-east, and which effectually exclude
the sun’s rays from it, while the rest of the country
around is illumined by them. It was not less in-
teresting to view the gradual diminution of the
shade thrown over the valley from the hills, and
to observe the contrast of its gloomy and sunny
parts. Descending into the plain, we crossed the
dry bed of a nalla, or rid-khéna, whose waters, when
filled by rains, flow into the Hab river, and halt
under some trees a little east of the town.

Our friends joined late next day, and complained
of the long march we had made from Wad. The
town contained about sixty houses, among them
only three inhabited by HindG traders. Formerly,
as many as thirty dwelt here, when the place was
esteemed flourisking. There is a small artificial
tappa, or mound, on which are the ruinous walls
of a modern structure. Its gardens yield grapes,
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apricots, melons, mulberries, and pomegranates ; the
latter are said to be good. Of vegetables there are,
méti, kolfah, bld-rang, and b&dinjin. Wheat is
raised in large quantities, and is exported, procuring
a good price, from its superior quality. The ri-
vulets are fringed with mint, star-flowers, and two
or three varieties of iris. In the hills near Khozdér
lead is found, which, being easy of fusion, is smelted
by the Bréhii tribes to make bullets, but no ad-
vantage beyond this is taken or derived from the
presence of the metal. Antimony is also said to
occur. <

West by a little north of Khozdar, and distant
about ten miles, is the small town of Khappar,
capital of the district inhabited by the Kaidréni
tribe. About fifteen miles north-east is the small
town of Zidi, held by the Saholi tribe. The site
of Khozdar would seem to be an eligible one, as to
it converge many roads; and with its facilities of
communications with the neighbouring regions, it
is difficult to account for its complete desertion.
Besides the roads which lead to it from the coast,
the western provinces, and Kalat, one exists from
Ganddva ; another leads from Jii in Sind.

Khozdér, figuring in Persian romances, and having
been formerly, beyond doubt, a place of note, I cast
my eye over the plain to ascertain if there was any
object which might be referrible to a remote epoch.
My attention was directed to a considerable tappa,
or mound, north of the town, and towards it I bent
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my steps. On the way, I found the soil strewed
with fragments of burnt brick and pottery over a
very large space; indeed I could not define its full
extent. I strolled for some time over it, in the
hope of picking up a relique, perbaps a coin. In.
this I was disappointed, but met with numerous
lumps of slag iron, and fragments of dark-coloured
glass, or some other vitrified substance. The tappa
itself had the remains of mud-walls, comparatively
modern, on its crest, and at its base were sprinkled
a few mulberry-trees.

In the evening rain fell in torrents. The rad
khéna was instantly filled by a stream, of surpassing
violence and rapidity, which diminished and disap-
peared as speedily. In the morning its bed was
again dry.

From Khozdir we followed the bank of the rad
khina. The soil in this direction was alike strewed
with fragments of burnt brick and pottery. We
reached a rude obelisk of mud, twenty to twenty-
five feet in height ; the base of cemented stones.
This might be a boundary mark, or probably a
sepulchral monument, the form being observable
in some burial places near Kalat. It stands on
the edge of the riid khéina, into which, at this point,
the road leads. In front was an old building, which,
on reaching, I conjecturcd to have been a masjit,
and it stands in an old place of burial. ~Tt is the only
crection in the plain of Khozddr built of kiln-burnt
bricks. Beyond it we crosscd a fine chishma, inter-
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secting our road. The course from Khozdar to
Bighwin lies through a spacious dara, not of uni-
form level surface, but of undulating character.
On entering the plain of Baighwén we passed
among its several small villages, mingled with which
are the ruins of an old fort, of substantial construction,
with some zidrats, and tombs of singular appearance.
We halted at the northern extremity of the plain,
near a mill-stream. Béaghwéan has a cluster of small
villages, interspersed with gardens and trees. The
fruits are figs, apricots, grapes, pomegranates, apples,
plums, and melons. There is a oultivation of the
grasses, and an extensive one of wheat. On enter-
ing the plain we were delighted with the fragrance
of the plant (now first occurring) called terk, in
Pashto, and bhnti in Kir Gali, so general over the
regions of Khorasén and Afghénistdn. Baghwén is
enjoyed by four brothers, of the Eltarz Zai branch of
the Kambarari tribe, the principal of whom are
Kamél Khén, and Chapar Khan. They are related
to the khan of Kalat. About five miles west of
Bighwin a line of trees under the hills denoted
the locality of Sheher Mir, a small village, where
the khin of Kaldt resides when he visits this part
of the country.

We halted at Bighwén during the heat of the
day, and at evening resumed our journey, entering low
hills, which are here considered the limits between
Hinddstin and Khorasin. The climate and vege-
table productions of Baghwdn, indeed, assimilate to
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those of the latter region; and during this night’s
march we experienced a sensible depression of tem-
perature. I had no means of verifying the latitude
of Béghwin, or of any other place, which I re-
gretted, as precisely the same change in climate and
productions distinguished it as marks so strongly Gan-
damak and Jigdillak on the road between Peshawer
and Kéabal, and both are the limits of the fragrant
terk. Our journey was over a bleak sterile country,
intersected by ravines and water-courses. Patches
of cultivated land now and then were met with, and -
we crossed an occasional chishma. By daybreak
we had reached the level valley of Likoridn, where
were some curious remains of walls, parapets, and
bands, constructed with care, of stones, which ap-
peared to have been fashioned. My opportunity for
observation was too slight to enable me to form any
decided opinion as to the object of these works of
labour, but it was apparent they were vestiges of
other days. On leaving the plain of Likorian,
which is considerably clevated, a short defile con-
nects it with the morc extensive plain of Anjira.
Over this defile nature had interposed in part a
wall of rock, and the deficiency has been supplied
by works of similar materials and workmanship.
The dreary plain of Anjira has at the skirts of the
hills surrounding it near Lakorian the same kind of
walls, parapets, &ec. Tradition has no surmise to
offer concerning these memorials of the past. The
natives call them Gohar Basta, or the works of in-
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fidels. I have since learned that analogous struc-
tures are found in the dara of the Miilloh river,
along the line of road from Sohrdb to Panjghdr,
and in the vicinity of Kalit, particularly in the
daras of Kirta and of Rodbdr, between Kaldt and
Kirta. The plain of Anjira has a descent from
Lédkoridn. We halted at a chishma, where was a
little ploughed land, but over the plain was neither
village nor hut.

Having reposed and refreshed ourselves at Anjira,
we started in the afternoon for Sohrdb. We crossed
the dry bed of a water-course, in whith were nume-
rous bushes of the gandéri, or oleander, now charged
with their splendid tufts of red blossoms. These
plants, I remembered, embellish the rivulets of the
hills between Khist and Kamarej in Persia. Their
leaves are said to be poisonous to cattle, and the
Brahiiis have a saying, “ Am chi tdlen ka jor,” or,As
bitter as jor, the latter word beiné their name for it.
The road to Sohrib was pretty good; to our right,
or nofth, we had the range Koh Marén, extending
from Anjira. On reaching Sohrib we saw, some
distance to the west, a line of trees, the site of the
village of Nigghar, by which leads the road to
Panjghiir and Kej. Passing the village of Dan,
amid some well-cultivated land, and with a good
canal of irrigation, we struck off the road for the
village of Sohrdb, where we halted. Faiz Mahomed
and his party proceeded a little farther on to Rodani,
a small village embosomed in mulberry-groves. At
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Sohrab were two or three Hind( residents, but they
are not to be found at any other of the six or seven
villages clustered in this plain. The night air here
was very cold, as was the water.

From Sohrab the ascending and spacious valley
was bounded on either side by parallel ranges of hills.
Those to the east, of sharp and fantastic outlines, but
of moderate height; those to the west, of more
elevation, and a continuation of Koh Méridn. Under
them we first observed the little village of Hajika,
and beyond it that of Dilwar-sheher. Still farther,
some red hills at their base, were pointed out as the
site of the village of Kisand(in, where parties from
KalAt are wont to repair to enjoy_the pastime of the
chase. Inour progress we had crossed the dry bed
of a rid khana, which afterwards attended us on our
right hand. We passed some rocky elevations imme-
diately left of the road, called Sirma Sing, where, it
is said, after rain antimony may be collected —
whence their name. The rocks have, in truth, a
dark blue, or purplish hue. Beyond, at a spot called
Damb, where water is found in a hole, or well, in the
bed of the riid khéna, we rested awhile; after which
we continued our course to Rodinjoh, a village of
twenty-five houses; and here we halted for the
night.

At this place were two or three neglected gar-
dens, as many sanjit and willow trees on the bor-
ders of a canal of irrigation, and a little cultivated
land. On the plain west of the village was a tapps,



APPROACH TO KALAT. 49

on the summit of which were a few ruins of mud
walls, and again, under the nearer hills east of it,
were vestiges, as asserted, of a city, by tradition
famous, called Sheher Kiiki. On the same autho-
rity, it was destroyed by Jinghiz Khén, who has,
also, the credit of having dammed up a variety of
springs, from which water, it is believed, once issued
and fertilized the plain. Certain it is, that both
here and at Kaldt the springs have the appearance
of having been wilfully closed. As the next march
would conduct us to the capital, and my companions
to their friends and families, recourse was had to the
assistance of the toilette. Razors were put in re-
quisition, heads were duly shaved, and beards and
mustachios appropriately trimmed, while linen, which
had been unchanged during the journey, was re-
placed by cleanly supplies in store. Kailikddd alone
made no change in his apparel or appearance, and
entered Kalat the following day as dirty and
good-natured as he had been throughout the
journey.

Our course to Kalit led through a wide, even
dara. The hills to the west, called Kélaghén ; those
to the east, Koh Kidki and Saiyad Ali; the latter
being succeeded near Kalit by Koh Zoar. The
dara itself is named Régh, and produces some wheat
in rainy seasons. About midway low eminences
close the dara, and among them is a spot called
Takht Badshéh, or the King’s Throne. Approach-
ing KalAt, we were met by Abdil Wahad, a brother

VOL. II. E
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of Kalikd4d, and afterwards by several other persons,
who came to welcome their relatives and friends,
notice of their arrival having been given by Faiz
Maéahomed, who had pushed on before us from
Rodinjoh. Nearing a hill, called Koh Mirdén, to
the west, Koh Zoar being immediately to the east,
we had the first view of the gardens of Kalat, and
after rounding Koh Mirddn we had a fine view
of the town, which, with its lofty Mir, or fortified
palace, had a striking appearance; nor did the eye
less delighted dwell upon the verdure of the gardens
which studded the plain. The expanse of plain and
hills in front, over which the peak of Chehel Tan
was distinctly visible, suggested many ideas of novel
scenes and future gratification. These contributed
to increase the satisfaction with which I first viewed
Kalat. We moved on to the house of Kalikdad,
a little south of the town, in the suburb occupied
by the Bédbi Afghén tribe. His first care was to
provide me with a distinct and comfortable lodging.

On arrival at Kalit one of my first visitors was
Faiz Ahmed, the most wealthy and respectable of
the Bdbi merchants, and cousin of Kélikdad. He
highly approved of the latter’s attentions to me dur-
ing the journey. Kélikdad was one of four brothers ;
HAji Abdilah being the eldest, after whom was my
friend; to him succeeded Abddl Hab and Abdiil
Wéhad. The four were in a kind of commercial
partnership, to which was joined Faiz Ahmed ; and
so intimate was the union of these five persons that
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they had a common table. I had now become their
mutual guest. Faiz Ahmed was held in universal
respect, and deserved to be. He had conceived
the notion that I was an agent of the British
government, and although he did not press his ideas
upon me, after I had told him they were incorrect,
he would frequently seek to entrap me, sometimes
offering large sums of money, taking in return
drafts on Bombay; and at others, urging me to
accept a valuable horse, which, he observed, might
answer my purpose as a present to the hdkam, or
governor of Bombay. Faiz Ahmed was well thought
of by the Khin of Kaldt, who had more than once
the wish to have deputed him on a mission to
Bombay. The honour was declined, principally be-
cause the merchant had a dread of the sea, which
he had determined only to encounter when his
religious duty should lead him across it, in pil-
grimage to Mecca. To give an idea of his poli-
tical tact I may note, his once asking me, in talk-
ing of the party proceeding to Lahore vid Sind,
(which I afterwards learned to be that of Captain
Burnes,) whether the doctor attached was not sent
to examine Ranjit Singh’s pulse, and to ascertain
the length of his life. '

Haji Abddlah, the elder brother of Kélikdad, was
a singular character; a fanatic, little short of a
madman. He pretended to a dash of bfzfirghi,
or inspiration, and acted at times very tyrannically,
setting on fire the huts of Hindd faquirs, and pro-

E2
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scribing the use of tobacco. He was wont to ride
on a white ass, which he had taken to Mecca with
hims A present of coffee I made him much pleased
him, as its decoctions, by dispelling sleep, enabled
him to sit up the greater part of the night and
read the Korin. The Haji was, from eccentricity,
accustomed to clad himself strangely, and was sakht,
or stingy, to a degree. KAilikddd, as ‘will have
been already known, was a portly, good-humoured
personage, who seemed to have no desires beyond
sustaining his corpulence, passing quietly through
life, and making one rupee two in the ordinary
routine of commerce. Abdil Hab was & very sober,
staid, and good person. He was better educated
than his brothers, and was the learned clerk of
the family. He sometimes journeyed to Sind and
KAndahér, on the commercial business of the firm.

Abdil Wéhad, the younger of the brothers,
although receiving a small share in the profits
of the trade, concerned himself in no mode with
it. He led what may be called the life of a gentle-
man; that is, was always idle. He soon attached
himself to me, and having nothing better to do,
generally spent the greater part of his time in my
company. With Latif, a younger brother to Faiz
Abmed, he became the most constant of my co-
panions.

On reaching Kalét, its chief, Mehrab Khén, was
said to be at Ganddvé, in Kachi, but a day or two
after we learned that he had arrived at Sohrab,
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where he intended to assemble an army, either to
be prepared against any movement of the Sirdars
of Kandahir upon the northern province of Jhila-
wan, or to reduce the rebellious tribes tu the west,
and to put the province of Kej in order. The city
was in charge of the khin’s young brother, Mir
Azem Khén, but the actual authority was vested
in the Ddrogah Gill Mé&homed, a man much re-
spected. My appearance was reported to the Da-
rogah, and it was suggested that I was a jasds, or
spy. He replied, it was very probable, but my
object could not be with his country of hills and
rocks. I soon found that I was likely to be detained
for some time at Kalit, waiting for companions
to prosecute my journey northward. I could have
passed my time very agreeably in a place so quiet,
and where the inhabitants of all classes were so
civil and obliging, had my health not, unhappily,
failed me. Its bad state prevented me from making
many excursions I had contemplated, and I was com-
pelled to limit my endeavours to ascertaining facts,
and collecting information, illustrative of the por-
tion of country into which my fortune, or, to use a
Miéihomedan term, my nasib, had led me.

It chanced that Gfil Mahomed, a respectable
native of KhAnak, a village at the foot of Chehel
Tan, who had been for some time a guest of Faiz
Ahmed at Kalat, was about to return to his home.
I conceived the desire to accompany him, as well
anxious, if possible, to reach the summit of Chehel
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Tan, whose taper peak continually tantalized my
sight whenever I moved abroad, as hopeful to be-
nefit my health by change of air and exercise. I
mentioned my wishes to Faiz Ahmed, who approved
of the trip, recommended me to the attentions of
Gidl Mahomed, and charged him to conduct me
to the house of Shadi Khéan at Masting.
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IN company with GGl Mshomed, I departed by
daybreak, having taken temporary leave of my
KalAt friends the preceding evening. Skirting the
walls of the town at a little distance, we passed the
tomb of the son of the Vakil Fati Mahomed, slain
by his relative, Khoddbaksh, the former sirddr of
JhélawAn. It is one of the usual octangular monu-
ments surmounted with a cupola, and although
constructed but fifteen or sixteen years since, and
still one of the most conspicuous objects of the
kind near Kalat, it is, from the perishable nature of
its materials, and from the little skill of its archi-
tects, fast falling into decay. About a mile beyond
it, we had to our left, under a detached hill, the zidrat
and gardens of Bib4 Wali. Here is a fine spring
of water, and holiday parties from the town fre-
quently visit the spot, particularly the Hindgs.. In
a line with Biba Wali to our right, was the vil-
lage of Kohing, consisting of dispersed groups of
agriculturalists’ houses, with three or four adjacent
gardens. Our road neared the northern extremity
of the hill of B4ba Wali, under which is a water-
course, which we traversed until we came upon the
villages of Malgozdr and Malarki, the road leading
between them. They comprised respectively nu-
merous scattered houses, a large proportion of which
were in ruins, and had many small gardens, with an
extensive cultivation of gill, géllarchi, aspiist, and
tobacco. The plain was open and well irrigated.
Passing the last habitation of Malgozdr, prettily
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situated in its garden around a huge mass of rock,
we had a range of low hills immediately to our
right. The plain ascended, and was covered with the
usual wild and fragrant plants of the country. About
three cosses from Kaldt we came in line with the
village of Zidrat, seated under low hills, to our left,
about a mile distant. A coss farther, brought us
on a line with Gariik, also to our left and on the
opposite face of the hills, but visible through an
"aperture in them. The rivulet of Ghiddarin issued
from the hills on our right: this stream, turning five
or six mills, flows westerly across the plain to Zidrat,
whence it winds through the hills into the plain of
Chappar. It has a good volume of water, and is
crown property. A mill occurred at the spot where
we crossed it, where we sat a moment or two undey
some magnificent weeping-willows. The banks of
the rivulet were plentifully fringed with odorous
pidina, or mint, in great luxuriance of growth.
About half a mile from this spot we came upon a
collection of scattered houses, called Karéz Garani.
Here was some cultivation, and many groups of
mulberry and apricot-trees, but nothing that could
be termed a garden; neither could the houses be
termed a village, as they were generally in ruins,
and untenanted. Here were many detached btin-
ghis, or black-tented abodes, and north of the cul-
tivation a pretty large toman—a werm applied to
an assemblage of biinghis. Water was abundant.
‘We rested awhile under the shade of some noble
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mulberry-trees, near some ruined houses, where we
found a Baloch family. The females were pretty
and civil, and readily consented to prepare bread
for us, Gil Méahomed thoughtfully having brought
flour from Kaldt. A question arose as to what was
to be eaten with the bread, Gil Maihomed taking
care to represent that I was too important a per-
sonage to put up with bread alone. The males
of the family denied having any gallds, or melons;
but the females made signs to us, that they would -
bring some when the surly fellows went away. The
bread, excellently cooked, was breught us, with
roghan, or clarified butter; but the men sitting
with us during our repast, our fair hostesses had not
. the opportunity of testifying their complaisance by
the production of melons. After we had finished
our meal the men left us to repose, and alike to
take their accustomed mid-day nap. A
We took our leave, and proceeded over a bleak
ascending plain, until we entered some low hills,
among which eur road was to lead until we reached
the plain of Mangarchar. We found no water on
our road, but on one occasion a foot-path to our
left conducted, as Gl Méhomed informed me, to
a spring of water. We were not, however, left
to suffer from thirst. A shepherd, crossing our
track with his flock, liberally supplied us with but-
termilk. Gl Mahomed, who was in years, did not
always move so quickly as I did, and was frequently
some distance behind. This was the case when in
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progress this day I had gained the summit of a
small eminence, from which- observing a Baloch
coming towards me, I halted. The good man ar-
rived, and at once saw that I was a stranger. He
rudely put two or three questions; one of which was
whether I was alone; my answers were unintelli-
gible to him, and he was evidently considering the
possibility of taking the liberty with me, that nearly
every barbarian of these countries thinks justifiable
with the unprotected stranger,—to appropriate his
property. He had only a stout stick, and I had
a similar weapon—a present from Chptain Willock—
and a sprig from a tree at Waterloo. I was there-
fore at ease, in event of attack, for if I had-even
the worst of it I had only to direct the fellow’s
attention to Gl Méhomed, slowly creeping along
in the rear, and he must have desisted or decamped.
I believe he had brought his courage to the deter-
mination of assault, when catching a glance of my
companion, he instantly seated himself on the
ground, being uncertain whether I had a friend,
or he a partner in the spoil. I also seated myself.
Gl Mahomed joined; and leaving him to reply
to his countryman’s queries, I again sauntered on
my way. These hills were generally low, and
covered with soil. A few stunted trees were some-
times seen on the higher ones, which were probably
ghwens, a variety of mastich, common on the Ba-
lochistdn hills, also on the Persian hills, between
Persepolis and Yezdikhdst, where it is called bani.
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Fine porcelain earth was abundant at one spot. At
sunset we cleared them, and entered the plain of
Mangarchar. Here we fell into the high road from
Kalit to Masting and Shall, which, during the
entire day we had to our right, separated from us
by hills. Gl Mahomed represented it as perfectly
level, leading up a valley marked by parallel hill
ranges, but deficient in water. We made for the
nearest toman ; before reaching which we came to a
pool of rain-water. As soon as the Baloches saw
strangers approaching they spread carpets without
their tents. We were civilly received, and towards
night furnished with a supper of good bread and
roghan. I was very weary, having left Kaldt pur-
posely on foot, that I might benefit fully from
exercise. Our hosts were of the Langhow tribe,
and are poor, subsisting chiefly on the profit derived
from the hire of their camels, which they let out
to the merchants. The plain of Mangarchar had
a very bleak desolate appearance. A few houses
and trees were, indeed, seen in solitary spots, but it
was everywhere intersected by bands, or mounds,
intended to detain rain-water for the purposes of
irrigation. The toméns of the Baloch tribes who
inhabit it were everywhere dispersed over it. Many
of these were on the skirts and acclivities of the
surrounding hills, and from their black forbidding
aspect rather increased than dispelled the gloom
of the sterile landscape.

We thence proceeded to a spot called Ambir,
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where we found two or three mud houses, and
some mulberry-trees. Here also was abundance of
water in canals, and a large cultivation of aspist.
This was decidedly the most fertile part of Man-
garchar. Hence we struck across the plain north,
towards a prominent tappa, or mound, passing in
progress thereto, through the division called Mandé
Haji, having to our left, or west, that called Kdr.
From Kir leads a road to Nushki. Bounding
Mangarchar to the east was a high hill, named
Koh Marin. On reaching the tappa we found it,
as well as its environs, strewed with fragments of
pottery. We thence made for a tomAn’a little to
the east of it, where resided some relations of Giil
Mihomed. As soon as we were near enough to
desery the actions of the inmates of the binghis,
we observed them busy in sweeping and arranging
their carpets, they having noticed strangers ap-
proaching, and having, probably, recognised my
companion. We were most civilly welcomed, and
a cake was produced that we might break our fast.
We had brought rice with us from Kalat, which
was here prepared for our repast.

On taking leave towards evening our host, Fati
Mé4homed, 'a respectable aged man, kissed my hands
and craved my blessing, remarking, that visitors
of my importance were rare. He also entreated me
to pay a visit to a tomdn on our road, where a
young man was lying, who had been wounded in
the hand some days before by a musket ball,
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and who was in danger from a hemorrhage. We
accordingly went to the tomin; and I was so for-
tunate as to stay the hemorrhage by the application
of cold water, cobwebs, and pressure. I was not
aware to whom these tents belonged, but subse-:
quently discovered, at a time, and in a manner so
remarkable, as to merit notice, if but to do justice
to Brahdi gratitude. After the surrender of KalAt
to the insurgents, in 1840, when Lieutenant Love-
day and myself were made prisoners and taken
to the Miri, on being led through the apartments
preceding the Deridh Khéana, some forty or fifty
swords were drawn upon us, a man threw himself
between me and the assailants, and, had matters
been pushed to extremity, would probably have
preserved me. I found it was Maha Singh, the
Langhow chief, and that it was at his tent. that
I was successful, as here noted; a circumstance
which he reminded me of, and said, that he recog-
nized me ;—I did not recollect him. Between these
two toméins we passed a good garden, the only
one on the plain, belonging to Dhai Bibd, the
dhai, or nurse of the Khéan of Kalat in his infancy,
an ancient lady, now famed for wealth and libe-
rality, and formerly as much so for personal beauty
and political influence. This garden stands in the
division called Zard, the most northern portion of
the plain of Mangarchar. At some distance beyond
it we passed another ancient tappa, and around
it was much cultivation. We finally reached the
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dwelling of a Hindd, an acquaintance of my com-
panion, where we halted for the night. East of
us were the ruins of the village called Zard, which
was represented as having been flourishing. but two
years since, when Mehdb Khén, with an army, en-
camped at it. The presence of a protecting or
invading force is equally noxious to the unfor-
tunate inhabitants of these countries. The Hindi,
our host, was the only remaining evidence of the
population of Zard. This poor fellow supplied us
with clothing for the night, and with a supper of
bread and milk. Gl Mahomed hecre learned that
two of his sons had brought their camels to Man-
garchar this day for the sake of grazing, and he
sent to them, desiring that one of them would
join him with a camel. The elder came, and after
saluting his father, returned, it being fixed that the
younger one was to attend in the morning with
a camel. .

Being about to take lcave of our Ilindi, I direct-
cd Gil Mahomed to make him a trifling acknow-
ledgment for the night’s cntertainment, when it
proved that he had jutended his hospitable offices
to have been gratuitous. Ile now, as if determined
not to be. surpassed in generosity, immediately
ordered his wife to hcat the oven, and would not
allow us to depart until we had breakfasted, sctsing
promptly before us cakes of bread, buttermilk,
apples, and dricd mulberries. Gal Mahomed’s
younger son had arrived with a camel; and a seat
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on the animal’s back was arranged for me. We
traversed the plain northward for about six miles,
when we reached Kénitti, a village now of only
fifteen inhabited houses, but with many more un-
tenanted ones. Its ruin, as that of Zard, was attri-
buted to the presence of the khén’s army. Between
it and Zard are no habitations; water is found in
two or three places, and there is a water-course in
the centre of the valley, supplied with running,
but brackish water, the soil being charged with
nitre, and covered with dwarf tamarisk-bushes in
some places. At Kénitti were some mulberry
and apricot trees: and it is the southern division,
in this direction, of the district of Mastling. A
little after passing Zard, Gil Mahomed abruptly
left the path. I asked where he was going, and
he replied, to the graves of his forefathers. On
reaching the burial place, he stood at the heads
of many of the graves, and with his hands upraised
to heaven, repeated short prayers, afterwards re-
placing very carefully any stones which might have
rolled from their original position. We did not
halt at Kénitti, but kept on our coursc up the
plain, having on our left the water-course just men-
tioned, whose bed widened, and became overspréad
with tamarisk-bushes. We at length entered the
hills on our right, by an opening formed by the
dry and stony bed of a hill torrent, up which we
proceeded for a long distance, or until we reached
the core of the hills. They displayed every variety
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of contorted stratification, and were composed of
thin layers, connected by intervening lines of ce-
ment. The plain we left was open to the front,
or north, and would have conducted us to Khinak,
but our object being first to gain Mastéing, the
route we now followed was the more direct one.
In the dara the common fragrant plants of tho
country abounded, and the contrast of their red
and blue blossoms gave a most pleasing cffect, as
they occurred in masses or beds. The only trees
were ghwens. As our progress up the dara had
been continually on a gradual ascent, our transit
to the crest of the hill was speedlly, and without
much toil, accomplished ; indeed, I had not heen
obliged to dismount the camel, though I did so
on seeing the very long and steep descent before
me ; and I sat for some time to enjoy the prospect
around. The view was very fine of the surrounding
hills ; beyond which little else could be secn. Mid-
way down the pass, we arrived at a spring of water,
where there is a table-space sufficient for a large
oncampment. It is called Ab Chotoh, as the hills
themselves are called Koh Chotoh. On reaching
the bottom of the pass, the lower hills were formed
of excecllent yellow ochre, and small square smooth
clinkers thereof were spread about in all dirce-
tions, and for some distance over the swelling plain
at their foot, as if on the clevation of the hills
above the surface their superior strata had burst,
and been dispersed in fragments.  We were now
VOL. IL F
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in the northern extremity of the plain of Khad,
which stretches from Mangarchar to Masting, and
lics on the high road from Kaldt. It is a long
narrow valley, without village or houses, and the
hills to the east are remarkable for the smooth and
sloping surface they present towards the plain. In
front we observed two or three trees, indicative
of our approach to Masting, but neither it or its
gardens were visiblee We had contemplated to
have spent the evening at the townm, but towards
sunset the sky became obscured with clouds, and
much rain fell. My companions sought shelter in
a ravine, which in reality afforded none; nor could
I induce them to proceed. Thus we passed the
night here, exposed freely to the rain, which at
intervals fell smartly. Gil Mahomed and his son
kindled a fire, which engrossed all their attention
to keep alive. Its flame occasioned the arrival
of two men, natives of Khérin, and they also re-
mained with us the night. I seated myself under
a canopy, formed by my Arab cloak, the threads
of which swelling, when fully saturated, admirably
resisted the rain ; yet I was cold and comfortless.
In the morning I found that Mastiing was not
above two miles distant ; also that there were dwell-
ings about half a mile in advance of the ravine.
1 could not forbear secretly deprecating the bad
taste of my companions. We presently arrived
at a rivulet, flowing amid high banks, and called
Sir-i-ab, which we twice crossed in a short space.
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Hence we had an indistinct view of Mastiing, in
our progress to which we passed the village of
Khwoja Khél, and a large burial-ground. My
friends at Kalit had directed Gil Mghomed to
conduct me to the house of Shddi Khén Mir-
wiri, one of the most respectable men of the
place. We were met accidentally by his son,
Illaiydr Khén, who took the string of the camel,
and acted as guide to his father's residence. We
were well accommodated in a small garden-house ;
excellent musk and water-melons were instantly
set before us, and, shortly after, a more substan-
tial repast of bread and krGt. Our host, Shadi
Khén, a plain elderly man, made his appearance.
He was suffering from fever, but kindly welcomed
us. Here was a relative of Shddi Khén, who had
been wounded in the foot by a musket-ball, in
the same fray which had caused a similar accident
to my patient at Mangarchar. The quarrel arose
on the subject of a quantity of aspGst. When I
expressed surprise that blood should have been
shed on so trivial a matter, and that the governor
of the town bhad not interfered to prevent it, I
was told that it was the Baloch mode of adjusting
controversy, and that the governor had headed one
of the belligerent parties, both being people of
the town. The poor fellow at Mangarchar was a
stranger, of another tribe, and in nowise concerned
in the issue of the contest. Chance made him a
mimén, or guest, at Masting, at the time of dis-
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pute; and the same barbarous custom which dic-
tated an appeal to arms, as imperiously compelled
him to espouse the cause of his host. In the
afternoon I visited the gardens of the town, many
of which are sunk two or three feet beneath the
surface, the abstracted soil having probably been
nsed in the construction of the town buildings.

MASTUNG.

I also inspected two ancient Mdhomedan sepul-
chres, eastward of the town. These were built
of kiln-burnt bricks ; and althongh injured by time,
had still a picturcsque. appearance. The larger
and more perfect is said to be the tomb of
Khwoja Ibrdhim, and the interior of its walls is
covered with scrawls, in Persian and Hindi cha-
racters, momentos of those whose curiosity or
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piety may have led them within the hallowed
precincts.

The next morning I repaired to an eminence
south of the town, and made a sketch of it and
of the mountain Chehel Tan. Afterwards I moved
to an old tower on another eminence, from which
I took bearings, and made my observations on the
plain, and on the objects in sight. Returning to
our quarters, we breakfasted on bread and cham-
mari, a dish made by boiling dried apricots to a
consistence with roghan, scasoned with spices; it
is at once gratefnl and sanative. ‘Afterwards we
prepared for departure to Khénak, where resided
the family of Gdl Méhomed, he being anxious
to join them, and I cqually so to accelerate my
visit to Chehel Tan. On inquiry for Shadi Khén,
that farewell might be taken of him, we were told
that he was sitting at the town gate. This was
on our road; and, on reaching it, the good man
started as if surprised. He took my stick from
me, saying, “ Where are you going? I supposed
you would have remained with me some days;
you have not become troublesome. I was going
to kill a sheep on your account in the evening.”
Gl Mihomed, whosc desire to see his family pre-
dominated, replied negatively to all Shadi Khin's
cntreaties, and we were reluctantly permitted to
proceed.

From Masting the plain gently slopes, and we
passed the village of Mirghar, a few hundred yards
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east of which is an enclosed mud house, with de-
pendent garden, where resides Méahomed Khén,
chief of the Shirwéni tribe of Brahdis. This man,
by the murder of Lieutenant Loveday’s minshi,
and a party of twenty-five or thirty sipdhis, struck
the first blow in the Brahdi rebellion of 1840, and
near this very spot. The political agent at Quetta
told me, that he considered there were extenu-
ating circumstances in the conduct of Méahomed
Khén, as, having been appointed Naib of His
Majesty, Shah Sdjah-al-Mlkh, the mtnshi should
have treated him with more respect.

Beyond is crossed a deep ravine, with running
water, but brackish, from which the plain again
ascends towards Tiri. The soil now becomes sandy.
Beyond Tiri, to the north and east, is a good deal
of pure sand, as there is towards Feringabad, a
village north of Mastiing; also on the skirts of
the hills east of MastGng. Tiri is a walled town
with two gates, and although iuferior in import-
ance to Mast(ing, stands on nearly as much ground.
Its gardens are numerous, and its fruits plentiful.
From Tiri we passed on to Shékh Langhow, a
small village, so called from a ziérat of that name
contiguous; it is pleasantly situated in a ravine,
with numerous gardens and poplar-trees. Adjacent
to this village was a small tomén, where resided
a daughter of GGl Mahomed, the wife of one
Sghib Khén; thither we repaired, and became
guests for the day.
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We should have started early this morning for
Khanak, about three miles distant, but S4hib Khéan
was urgent that we should remain until evening,
when we proceeded; and the plain descending, we
arrived, about mid-way, at the small enclosed ham-
let of Shamé Zai, at the entrance of the plain
of Khinak. Thence we made for the toman, where
dwelt my companion. We were most courteously
received by his wife, M4hi Bibi. About two miles
south was the village of Khénak, seated on and
around a large mound. About half a mile to our
north was the isolated residence of Agsad Khan,
the Sirdir of Sahdrawidn, at this time absent,
having joined the Khén of Kalat's camp, at Soh-
rab. I purchased a sheep, as a kairit, or
offering, on our prosperous arrival; on which
we regaled ourselves, besides making a distribu-
tion to our neighbours. I was now at the base
of Chehel Tan, which I longed to ascend, an-
ticipating a splendid view of the surrounding re-
gions. However, for some days the heat of the
weather was intense, and the atmosphere was so
obscured by clouds of dust and a kind of haze
that neither the mountain nor surrounding villages
were visible. I suffered extremely from the heat.
The journey from Kaldt had been favourable to
my health, which again failed me when obliged
to be inactive. The tomén in which I resided
was & large one of some fifty biinghis, or black
tents, and the people were generally in easy cir-
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cumstances. There were few btinghis before which
were not picketed one, two, or three horses. The
flocks belonging to the tomAn had been sent, about
& month before, to Kachi, whither they would be
followed by the tomAn in the course of another -
month ; the winter being spent in that province.
I soon became on familiar terms with most of
the good folks here, and had I been well, and
the weather less warm, could have passed my
time very agreeably. A wedding took place, and
I was invited to the marriage feast. The men,
as generally with the Brdhdis, were not remark-
able for personal appearance, but many of the
females were very pretty. The weather having
at length cleared up, I grew impatient to ascend
the hill. The peril of the journey was set forth,
unless in good company. We therefore purchased
a sheep, and with the view of procuring compa-
nions, circulated intelligence of our being about
to undertake a pilgrimage to the ziirat on the
crest of Chehel Tan. GGl Mahomed had three
of his sons, who with himself, were wem-armed.
The apprehension was said to be from Khakas,
who frequently visit the hill on fowling and
hunting parties, as well as to wreak their ven-
geance on the Brahiis, with whom they are at
dcadly enmity.

The morning appointed for starting we were join-
ed by five young men, leading a goat as an offering
to the Chehel Tan saints. Passing the residence
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of Mahomed Khédn, we made for the hill, and
came to a small brook of clear water, running
across our path, with a little chaman, or grass-
land, on its borders. The spot is the usual halt-
ing-place for laden kifilas going from Shéill to
Mastiing, and the rivulet itself divides the dis-
trict of Khinak from that called Dolai. The
usual road which parties follow. going to Chehel
Tan leads for some distance along the skirts of
the hill and up the open valley of Doldii. We
had not proceeded far from the brook, when one
of the party proposed to ascend the -hill at onco,
by a very direct and easy path, with which he
was acquainted. Some debate followed, which
ended in the proposer carrying his point, and we
followed his footsteps as our guide. We soon
found the passage more difficult than he had re-
presented, and GGl Méhomed, an aged man, ex-
pressed much dissatisfaction. © We were mostly
obliged to creep along, while the ascent was so
nearly perpendicular that we were. frequently
compelled to halt and recover brcath. We had
toiled on in this manner a good part of the day,
amid a series of imprecations, our guide only in
temper, ‘and assuring us at every step that the
worst of our road was over, when a most appal-
ling perpendicular escarpment of rock presented
itself. The impulse of necessity enabled us to
surmount it, and we found ourselves on a large
table-space. The guide now took credit to him-
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self; and, joyful to have got over our difficultics,
we forgot them, and did not dispute his claims.
Some distance brought us to a spot where was
a large apiirz, or juniper cedar-tree, and a well of
ill-coloured but palatable water. This was the
usual halting-place for parties proceeding to the
summit, and we arranged to pass the night at it.
The tree was covered with rags and tatters, and
around its trunk stones were placed, defining a
masjit. The well was a hole, or recess, at the ex-
tremity of a sloping kind of dell, the margins of
which were covered with wild white rose-trees,
some few of these were in blossomn, but the greater
part sparkled with their scarlet hips. Here was
also an abundance of fragrant mint. Fires were
speedily kindled, the aplirz, now plentiful on the
upper hills, affording excellent fuel. Two enor-
mous heaps were put in blaze; the sheep we had
brought was sacrificed, and the entire joints, through
which ramrods were inserted and served for spits,
were placed between the two masses of living cm-
bers. It was delightful to witness how promptly
and how perfectly the meat was roasted. Each
person received his share, determined, according to
Brahii fashion, by lot. Bread was cooked by roll-
ing an oval stone, previously heated, in a piece of
dough, which was also placed between the em-
bers until ready. The repast, to my taste, was
admirable, and I understood how justly the Ba-
loches were proverbially famed for their kabébs,
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or roast meat; besides, the fatigue of the day's
journey had given me an appetite to which I had
been long a stranger. At the fall of night some
of our party repaired to a pinnacle in our front,
where they kindled a prodigious fire, for the pur-
pose of letting their friends at Khanak know that
they had travelled thus far on their pilgrimage.

At daybreak next day we moved on, to gain the
summit of the principal peak, on which stands the
gidrat ; and the goat was led with us as a sacrifice on
the spot. Our route was very difficult, chicfly over
smooth surfaces of rock. I could nof remark on
the awkwardness of the path, as I was informed,
that last year the mother of Assad Khin had
ascended by it. On arrival at a certain spot our
party disencumbered themselves of their upper gar-
ments and their shoes, which, with their weapons,
they deposited in a heap. I, of eourse, foreboded a
terrific passage in front. In fact, a little farther
commenccd the ascent of the peak: it was nearly
perpendicular, and over a limestone rock, frequently
as smooth as if the surface had been artificially po-
lished ; but it was overhung on the left by anothcer
rock of more uneven nature, of which availing
ourselves' we werc able to arrango our feet, crecp-
ing cautiously under it. On attaining the summit
we found a small table-space, in a corner of which
was the zidrat, marked by a rude enclosure of stones,
and a few slender poles, with rags hanging loosely on
them. On one of these, bigher than the rest, a bell
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was affixed, which tinkled when agitated by the
wind. On taking out my compass, I discovered
that my companions were averse to give informa-
tion; even Giél Mahomed, who was otherwise
willing, was diffident, seeing the discontent of the
rest. The day was not a happy one for survey, the
sky being somewhat hazy, particularly to the east.
I could not discern the plain of Kachj, if it is to be
seen at all from this point, and but dimly beheld
the summits of Négow and Bohir, conspicuous
crests in the hills to the west of Kachi. Koh Toba,
with its huge rounded summit was eminent in front,
but closed the prospect to the north. South of it
were two ranges, running east and west, and inter-
vening between it and the valley of Shall, which
lay in miniature below us. To the east we had a
fine view of the Dasht-hi-Dowlat, extending from the
base of Chehel Tan, and beyond it of the jumble of
hills stretching to Dddar. In a line with us was a
range lying east and west, denoting, I presumed,
the course of the Bolan river, and remarkable, as
all the other ranges to the east, north, and south of
it run from north to south. Indeed, I observed
that the mass of hills dividing Kachi from Kalat
was formed of three distinct parallel ranges. The
more elevated and distant range north of the course
of the Bolan, I was told, was called Koh Dohji, and
that it was in the Khéaka country. South of us
were the districts of Mastiing ; but the state of the
atmosphere did not allow us to recognize Kalat.
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To the west the prospect was more extensive, and
the horizon clearer. We had in view the plains of
Khanak, Dol4i, and Sher-riid, with the hill range of
Khwoja Amran dividing the spacious valley of
Peshing from Shoriwak and Bildak. South-west
was a high peak, which was conjectured to be that of
a hill in Khéran, which boasts, like Chehel Tan, its
zidrat ; and my companions said, that had the day
been propitious, I might have seen a confused dark
maoss in the north-west, which they inferred must
designate Kindahéar. I took a few bearings, when my
friends propoused to return; nor could I induce them
to remain: apprehension of Khikas was alleged,
but I saw clearly that a panic had seized them on
sight of my instruments. They conceived that they
had been accessary to high treason against the khén,
that my looking over his country was equivalent to
the putting it into my pocket. Giil Mihomed,
noting their murmurs, said it was “ Hikam nist,” or
contrary to orders, to remain long upon the summit
of the hill. The goat had been brought under the
notion of making a rcpast here; it was indeed
killed, but it was decided that it should be cooked
at the halting-place below. The men descending, 1
had no alternative but to follow them. Moreover,
Giil Mdhomed had become very careless in his re-
plies to my queries, and I ceased to make any lest
he might mislead me. Each person had raised a
small pyramid of stones in commemoration of his
visit; and I being otherwise engaged, Gil Mihomed
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had erected one for me. They were frail mementos,
as it was necessary to appropriate the piles formed
by former visitors, and succeeding ones would take
the same liberty with ours. On the very summit of
the hill was the wild rose. In descending we were
forced to be as cautious as in our ascent, and 1 found
the better plan was to lie on my back, and, as it
were, slide down. On regaining the halting-place a
repast was hastily prepared ; and it was determined,
against the pleasure of Gil Mdhomed and myself,
to reach Khanak that evening. The former, how-
ever, persisted in following what may be called the
high road, much to the discontent of the younger
Brahiis, who were willing to have rcturned by the
road they came. Our course led north, over an un-
even table-space with a constant but gradual de-
scent. The rock was generally bare, and we came
upon a spot, where I found shells and corals em-
beuded in it. The rock was grey limestone, of po-
lished surface, and so transparent as ncarly to ap-
prouch to marble. The shells were marine, of four
varieties, and at onc2 recognizable as identical with
those now to be picked up on the sca-coast of Mek-
rin. The coral was as clearly the white coral, whose
fragments strew the same coast, and which occurs so
abundantly in heds on the opposite, or Arabian
coast. The outtines of the petrifactions were beau-
tifully defined by minute crystallizations. After
traversing a long distance we made an abrupt de-
scent of some length ; but labour had been bestowed
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on the road. Here our five friends quitted us, re-
solved to take a shorter road, as well as to fall in
with fig-trees, said to occur in number. I had now
with me Gil Médhomed and his three sons. From
the foot of the pass we had to pace along another
unequal space, more cut by ravines and water-
courses in the rock. In one mountain glen were
immense fragments of rock; in it we discovered
two or three fig-trees, and gathered the fruits, which
were very palatable. Water, in cavities, presented
itselfin two or three spots, but was unavailable, from
the masses of putrescent vegetable substances fallen
into it. The tract we were tracing led into a broad
gravelly water-course, on the opposite side of which
was a steep earthy hill.

We had nearly gained the water-course when
Gidl Méahomed heard a stone roll down the high
hill, and as his imagination was full of Khakas,
he apprehended it might be a nishén, or signal.
He accordingly, with his sons, adjusted their wea-
pons, and moved on quickly. I for the time felt
troubled with the thought that it might happen
that the good old man and his three sons should
be cut off in contributing to my gratification. How-
ever, I made no remark, as it was useless, and we
reached the edge of the water-course, which was
very deep and wide beneath us. My companions
descried something on the opposite hill, and two
of Gl Méhomed’s sons kneeling, levelled their
pieces, and asked their father if they should fire.
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He replied in the affirmative, and they discharged
their pieces. Immediately after they all dropped
on the ground, expecting, as I thought, a volley in
return, for I supposed they had been firing at some
unfortunate Khékas. They then proceeded a little
way with their bodies bent and their arms trailed,
when, observing they did not reload, I asked why
they did not do so, and discovered that the object
of their attention was a mountain ram. We now
descended into the bed of the water-course, which
we traced westerly until it narrowed and led through
perpendicular walls of rock of great height. There
were many small orifices, the green slimy stains from
which seemed to show that water had oozed and
trickled from them. This sombre defile was of some
length, and from it we emerged, to our joy, upon
the plain of Dolai. It had now become dark.
Our road led southerly to Khinak. The plain
which we trod lightly was overspread with terk, as
evident by the perfumed night-air. We passed a
pélléz, or melon-ground. The fruits were not ripe,
but we found numbers of them gathered and placed
in heaps, as we afterwards learned by our friends
who had preceded us, and who had arrived here by
daylight. This they had done for our benefit, con-
cluding that we should not reach before night, and
that we should be thirsty. We finally arrived at
Khénak, in a state that made repose desirable.
Chehel Tan abounds with objects interesting to
the naturalist. Among the animals that range its
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sides are the wild sheep and peshkoza. Among its
plants are three or four varieties of ferula: the
largest, called ashiik, yields a gum-resin, possibly the
opoponax, or, as called in Persian, jodshir. The mash-
mik is a large thorny bush with minute leaves, and
produces a very pure gum, which might be collected
in quantity, but is neglected. The sidh-chob is
alike a good-sized bush, and in the hills north of
Kabal yields shirkhist, or manna. The ghwen is
a variety of the mastich-tree; it produces a waxy
resinous gum, and has berries, which besides being
eaten, furnish, by expression, a bland oil. * The apirs,
or juniper cedar-tree, is abundant, and valuable,
being used both as timber and fuel. Its berries
are also esteemed as medicines, and are sent to
Hinddstdin. The gradations in the altitude and
temperature of this mountain, are well marked by
the zones of its various vegetable products. In the
lower region we observe the pink, the tulip, several
varieties of thistle,—one of them what we style in
England the American globe-thistle,—and the se-
veral varieties of ferula. Above this the ferulas and
thistles continue, but we find the ghwen and fig-
tree. In a still higher altitude the ghwen disap-
pears, and we meet with the mashmiik, sidh-chob,
and apGrs. When the mashmidk and sidh-chob
fail, the apiirs and wild-rose continue, to the very
summit of the mountain. The ferula ashik also
prevails to a high elevation. We did not visit
the hill at the best season to behold its natural
VOL. IL G
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beauties. They would, of course, be better dis-
played in the vernal months. The Bréhdis, enthu-
siastic in their admiration of Chehel Tap, and its
botanical treasures, imagine that the clove-tree, and
the mysterious kimia-plant, are natives of its sides,
while they relate a thousand tales, which their
credulity induces them to credit.

The highest hill in this neighbourhood, Chehel
Tan, possesses a very considerable elevation above
the plain, as that must be four or five thousand feet
above the level of the sea. Yet I dare not con-
jecture on its height. It takes a long July’s day
to ascend it. Snow does not remain on its summit
beyond June, or the beginning of July, but is always
to be found near it in the secluded cavities of the
ravines, which break its eastern side. Opposite to
the principal peak is another, of somewhat lower
altitude, whose southern side displays every variety
of coloured soil or rock. The view from Chehel
Tan is vast and magnificent; and it stands preémi-
nent as a station for ascertaining the disposition of
the country around to the extent of one hundred
miles. This part of the world offers many facilities
for its survey on a grand scale, in the convenient
sites of its principal hills, and of their peaks. North
Koh Toba must command the major part of the
country between it and the valley of the Tarnak.
From any of the peaks conspicuous in the range
bounding Kachi to the west, as Naghow, Bohar, or
Tirkdri, a complete view of the great plain of
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Kachi, extending southward to Shikdrpir, would
be gained; also of the Sdlimin range, dividing it
from Hérand, D4jil, and the walley of the Indus.
In the province of Khdran, a little west by south
of Kalét, is a very high hill, terminating in a peak,
which is plainly descried from Chehel Tan, from
which an extensive view would be obtained of the
countries between Jhilawén and PanjghtGr. From
the high hills of Sohrab south of Kalat, good no-
tions could be gained of the provinece of Jhélawén.
Due west of the peak of Chehel Tan is a prominent
crest, in the range Khwoja Amrén, which would
give an admirable view of the plain of Shoriwak,
Nishki, and the great desert spreading to Sistan.
From the peak of Kdtal Kozhik, of the same range,
the features of the country about Kandahér could
be correctly ascertained. I had fondly hoped from
Chehel Tan to have caught a glimpse of the crest
of Takht Sdlimén, a mountain west of the Indus,
in the parallel of Déra Ismael Khén, but besides
that the view in that quarter was obstructed by
clouds, it is probable that Koh Dohji would inter-
cept it.

The zidrat on the crest of Chehel Tan is one of
great veneration among the Brihdi tribes, and I
may be excused, perhaps, for preserving what they
relate as to its history. In doing so I need not
caution my readers that it is unnecessary to yield
the same implicit belief to the legend as these

rude people do, who indeed never question its
a2
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truth. A frugal pair, who had been many years
united in wedlock, had to regret that their union
was unblessed by offspring. The afflicted wife re-
paired to a neighbouring holy man, and besought
him te confer his benediction, that she might be-
come fruitful. The sage rebuked her, affirming,
that he had not the power to grant what heaven
had denied. His son, afterwards the famed Hazrat
Ghous, exclaimed, that he felt convinced that he
could eatisfy the wife; and casting forty pebblesinto
her lap, breathed a prayer over her and dismissed
her. In process of time she was delivered of forty
babes, rather more than she wished, or knew how
to provide for. In despair at the overflowing bounty
of superior powers, the husband exposed all the
babes but one, on the heights of Chehel Tan. Af-
terwards, touched by remorse, he sped his way to
the hill, with the idea of collecting their bones and
of interring them. To his surprise, he beheld them
all living, and gamboling amongst the trees and
rocks. He returned, and told his wife the won-
drous tale, who now anxious to reclaim them, sug-
gested, that in the morning he should carry the
babe they had preserved with him, and by showing
him induce the return of his brethren. He did so,
and placed the child on the ground to allure them.
They came, but carried it off to the inaccessible
haunts of the hill. The Brahiiis believe that the
forty babes, yet in their infantile state, rove about
the mysterious hill. Hazrat Ghous has left behind
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him a great fame, and is particularly revered as the
patron saint of children. Many are the holidays
observed by them to his honoury both in Balochistin
and Sind. In the latter country the eleventh day
of every month is especially devoted as a juvenile
festival, in commemoration of Hazrat Ghous. There
are many zidrats called Chehel Tan in various
parts. Kébal has one near Argandi. I made a
farther stay of many days at Khénak, in deference
to the wishes of Gl Mahomed, who had arrange-
ments to make in his family, about to proceed to
Kachi. My abode was unpleasant from, the heat
of the weather, and I heard the announcement of
my friend that he was prepared to return to Kalat
with much pleasure.
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CHAPTER V.

Departure from Khénak.—Spin Bolendi.—Kénitti.—Bréhii cus-
tom.— Mangarchar.— K4rez.— Tomfn.— Credulity.— Ancient
dambs.—Chappar.—Zidrat—Arrival at Kalit.—Din M&ho-
med Khidn—his pursuits—his amusing anger—his request.—
Shéhzida H4ji Firozdin—his boasting.—Reception at Kéndahar.
—His fate.—Khén of Kaldt’s conversations—his judgment of
me.—Of Feringhi power.— Abdul Rahmén’s story.—Fatality.at
Kalat.—Dhai Bfbi.—Entertainment.—Visit to Dhai Bibd.—
Her wishes.—Indulgence in opium.—Laudanum.—Arrival of
Mehréb Khéan.—Approach of winter.—Prepare to leave Kalat.
—Kalét.— Miri.— Bazar.— Suburbs.— Neighbourhood.— Royal
sepulchres,— Inhabitants. — Eastern Balochistén. — Parallel. —
Nassir Khin—his prosperous rule.—Taimir Shih.—M#hmdad
Khin.—Zemin Shéh.—Mehrib Khén.—Dfoud Méhomed.—
Disgust of tribes.—Confusion in the country.—Rebellious tribes.
—Observance of treadies.—Forbearance of the Kaldt Khin.—
Their delicate policy.—Enmity of Kdndahér Sirdars.—Disliked
by Mehréb Khén.—Their expedition to Balochistin,—Seize
Quetta.—Besiege Mastiing. — Negotiate a treaty.— Terms.—
Harand and DA4jil.—Saiyad Méhomed Shérif.—Replaced by
Khodédéd. — Flies to Bahawalplir.— Khodd4d calls in the
Sfkhs.—They occupy Hérand and D4jil.—Extent of Mehrb
Khén's rule—his revenue.— Military force.— Khan#zAdas.—
Levies.— Artillery. — Subjects.— BrihGf tribes.— Produce of
country.—Of Kachi.—Trade and merchants.—Base coinage.—
Mehréb Khin—his character.—Mir Azem Khéin.—Shih Nawiz
and Fati Khin.—Their treatment.—Mehr4b Khéin’s lenity.

At daybreak we departed, carrying with us the
prayers and good wishes of Gl Médhomed’s family.
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We were accompanied as before, by Attir, and
were provided with a camel. Our course led south-
ernly, leaving Tiri on our left, and having Dinghar,
a small village, on our right. We passed a mound,
Spin Bolendi, whose formation is attributed to the
joint exertions of the army of Nadir. Beyond it
we reached a few scattered houses, with a little
cultivation, and a good canal of water. Farther on
we crossed the high road leading between Masting
and Nshki. It was well defined; and at this point
was a ruinous ancient tomb, constructed of kiln-
burnt bricks. At some distance from it we arrived
at a fair chishma, or brook, inters:actiﬁg the road,
and now had entered the division of Kénitti; the
hill Chotoh being on our left hand. On our right
was the low range bounding Kénitti and Zard, and
stretching on to Mangarchar. Our march to-day
was long and tedious. At sunset we reached
Keénitti, where we passed the night. No supplies
were procurable. Gil Maihomed, being wuch
fatigued, oil was brought him to anoint his weary
limbs ; which is agreeable to Brahii custom.

The next day, on reaching Zard, we struck off to
the house of the HindG who had so civilly enter-
tained us on our first visit. He was not at home.
We then proceeded to the mound farther on, at
the base of which, we were told, resided two or
three HindGs. These had no supplies to give or
to sell; and therefore passing the gardemn of Dhai
Bibt, we entered the plain of Mangarchar. We
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here found Gdl Méhomed’s eldest som, in charge
of a mare he had brought to graze-on sspiist, which
is here cultivated in quantity. There was also a
~ kéréz of admirable water. The kérér is a subter-
ranean aqueduct, a mode of conveying water com-
mon over Persia, Khorasén, and Afghénistén, as far
as Kéndahdr. In Kabal it prevails in a less degree,
and ceases with the hills at Khaibar. In this direc-
tion it is not adopted beyond Kaldt, and there
partially. We had no shelter, but passed the day
on the plain, shaded by cloths thrown over long
sticks. A meal of bread and curds was provided
for us. Towards evening we moved on to the
tomén, where we were guests on coming. We
were again courteously welcomed by the good Fati
Méhomed, and a supper was prepared for us of
cakes and chammari.

About to start in the morning, a horse was
brought from another tomén, that I might write
a taviz, or charm, to hang around its neck, that
it might be preserved from disease and sudden
death. Its owner said, that he had lost two animals
during the last few months. As on coming from
Kaldt we had traced the eastern divisions of Man-
garchar, so now we traversed its western ones.
Passing the more northern of these, named Kir,
which has a good chishma, we entered that of
Barétchi Nav. To our right and left were occa-
sionally dambs, or artificial mounds; which, if they
represent the sepulchral places of ancient villages,
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denote that the plain was, at some former period,
covered with more substantial seats than the
biinghis of the rude and migratory tribes that now
inhabit it. Leaving Mangarchar, our dreary route
brought us on the extensive plain of Chappar. No
habitation occurred on the road, as a solitary de-
serted mud dwelling may scarcely be reckoned one.
Gl Mahomed was, however, willing to bave passed
the night at it, as it was already dusk, but I ob-
jected. We therefore moved on to the small vil-
lage of Zidrat, which we reached when it was fairly
night. There was but one Hind(, and he declined
to sell at unseasonable hours. We were, conse-
quently, supperless, but found a snug place to re-
pose in, under the branches of a large tree, with
a canal of good water running close by us.

Gentle eminences divide Ziirat from Malarki;
and by a road winding around the low elevations
to our right, formed of variously coloured earth,
we came in sight of the town, at which we arrived
befofe noon. Without the Mastling gate I was
met by one of my friends, Sileh Méhomed, who
asked G@il Mahomed why he had brought me back
so laghar, or thin. I was cordially welcomed by
my old companion Abdil Wahad, and learned that
my friends Faiz Ahmed and Kalikddd had gone
to Sohréb, to remonstrate with the Khén against
a proposed additional tax upon kéfilas.

While I was yet at Kalat our society was in-
creased by the arrival of Din Mahomed Khan,
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an Alekho Zai Ddrini. He had formerly been
in the service of Shdhzdda Kamrin, but a dis-
agreement with the vazir, Yar Méihomed, had
obliged him to retire to Sistdn, where he had
for some time resided; thence he had reached
Kalat. He gave me much of his time, and was
a fair specimen of the Dirani gentleman, combin-
ing a somewhat refined manner and good-natured
sense, with a good deal of simplicity and credulity.
He was a desperate kimiaghar, or alchemist; and
I was amused to observe how courteously he would
address every faquir, or jogi, he met with. The
more unseemly the garb and appearance of the
mendicant the greater he thought the chance of
his being in possession of the grand secret. He
had particular veneration for Hindd jogis. T appre-
hend his attentions to me were, in part, owing to
his idea that, being a Feringhi, I was also an
adept in the occult sciences. It grieved me, aware
that he was needy, to see him dissipating his scanty
funds in silly and unmeaning experiments. On
his arrival at Kalit a messenger had been des-
patched to Kotr, in Kachi, to bring all the limes
that could be procured; some bright idea had
flashed across his mind that a decisive result eould
be obtained from lime-juice. At other times he
was seeking for seven-years’-old vinegar. The acrid
milky juices of the plants in the neighbourhood
were all submitted to trial. Mehrdb Khin had
sanctioned a trifling daily allowance to him, but
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could not afford to give sufficient salary to detain
the Khin at Kalit. One momming I met him
on his return from an audience at the Miri. Re-
marking that he was excited, I asked him what
was the matter. He replied by vociferating, in
no very delicate terms, how he should be pleased
to treat Mehrdb Khéan, and his wives, and his sons,
and his daughters, and hoped that the devil would
take Kalit, and the men and the women of Kalat.
In a day or two he proceeded towards Haidarabdd,
in Sind, where he would meet an old friend in
Samandar Khéin, Popal Zai. Din Méliomed made
two moderate demands of me,—to provide him
with a son, and to instruct him in the art of
making gold.

A more important visitor this year at Kalit
was Shihzida HAji Firozdin, a brother of Shah
Mshmdd, and who had governed at Herdt, until
displaced by the management and address of the
Vazir Fati Khin. He had now arrived from Sind,
and was attended merely by a few domestics ; some
twenty mules carried his baggage. He had not
lost the arrogant tone which distinguishes too many
of his family, and talked largely to the Khén .of
Kalat—wanting men—boasting that he would pro-
vide money, although, when here, he was obliged
to sell a few of his mules. He remained but a
few days, and took the road to Kéndahdr, the
chiefs there having a feeling of sympathy towards
him, as he rendered one of the brothers a good
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turn, when the Vazir Fati Khin was seized by
Kémrén. They met him without the city, civilly
.entertained him during his stay, and on his de-
parture westward presented him with a horse, richly
caparisoned. We afterwards heard that the ill-
fated Shahzida was slain in the neighbourhood of
Meshed ; it was said, through some mistake.

In course of time, Faiz Ahmed and Kalikddd
arrived from Sohrdb, where they had been suc-
cessful in persuading the khén to relinquish the
proposed additional tax on kéfilas. The chief had
much conversation with Faiz Ahmed on the im-
poverished state of the country, who imputed the
evil to the increase of vice; instancing, that the
masjits were unfrequented, while wine-drinking and
obscene vices, formerly unknown at Kaladt, had
been introduced. The chief asked how the evil
was to be remedied ; Faiz Ahmed replied, by ap-
pointing miillas to the masjits, and by a vigilant
watch over the morals of the community. The khén
promised, on his return to Kalit to attend to
these matters. He also made many inquiries con-
cerning myself, and said I was a jasds, or spy.
Faiz Ahmed assured him that I was not, and told
him that I had formerly been at Kéandah4r and
Kabal, where I had been received with attention.
The khén remarked, that every one would pay
attention to Feringhis, because they were zurabar,
or all-powerful, but that, nevertheless, I was a
jasis. He also inquired whether I was not a
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kimiaghar ; and, on Faiz Ahmed replying in the
negative, said, that his Akhtind AbdGl Rahmén had
told him I was, and that I had a box (alluding to
a small medicine-chest) full of bottles, containing
ksir. The khén added, that every Feringhi was
a kimfaghar. I asked Faiz Ahmed whether the
khin intended to take any notice of me, under
his impression that I was a jdsfis ; he said * Oh, no!”
I felt that it was immaterial what he might think,
if he did not interrupt me.

Kalat this year was very unhealthy, and an
intermittent raged, which daily carried.off in the
town seven or ecight persons. It at length reached
the B&bf suburb, and we lost two or three persons
daily. The disease was so violent that it proved
fatal the second or third day, or, failing to do so,
entailed a long and lingering disorder. I had a
small supply of quinine, which I administcred to
those who applied for it, and ‘always with suc-
cess. [ did not escape the malady, though I was
enabled speedily to overcome it.

As I made it a point never to deceive any one,
or to attempt what I knew to be impossible, I
had constantly refrained from visiting Dhai Bib,
an ancient 'lady of the first consideration at Kalit,
who wished to be restored to sight. One morning,
however, her som; called the Nawab, having at some
period held the government of Harand and Dijil,
waited on me, followed by many slaves, bringing
the component parts of a sumptuous entertainment,
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comprising every delicacy procurable at Kalit, and
1 was informed Dhai BibG had made me her guest.
I sent for Faiz Ahmed, and entreated him to
explain to the nawéb, that his mother’s attentions
pained me, as I felt it was expected I should do,
in return, what exceeded my ability. Faiz Ahmed
reasoned with the nawib, and he urged the duty
of a son. I was obliged to visit the old lady, whose
house was close to the Miri. She must have once
been a very fine woman, and was now nearly seventy
years of age. She wished me to accomplish qne
of two things; to restore her sight, or to free her
from the habit of opium eating. She proffered all
kind of remuneration, horses, gold, land, &c., and
much wished me to come and take up my abode
with her. To be collected for my reception, she
had refrained from her morning dose of opium, and
was very uneasy. She at length became go Inuch
go that she called a slave-girl and swallowed a
most immoderate complement. Her conversation
soon betrayed the effects of it, and I took leave.
I sent a little laudanum as a wash for her eyes, for
I was obliged to send something, and in two or
three days I heard that she fancied she could see a
little. I supplied more laudanum, praying her son
to continue its application, if the least benefit was
derivable from it. This lady’s eyes were affected
by what is called gfl, or gobér, a thick opaque film
obscuring or coating the cornea.

Dhai Bibti was living when the British forces
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captured Kalit in 1839. Her daughter, married to
Shéhghéssi Niir Mdhomed, was put by him to the
sword, with his other wives and female relatives,
when the town was entered. So much disaster,
with the fate of Mehrdb Khéin, upset the little
reason she had left, and she sank into the grave.

In course of time Mehrdib Khén arrived at Kaldt
from Sohrab, where he had assembled an army ; and
conceiving himself secure from any attempt the
current year upon Sahirawin by the Afghéans, he
decided to despatch it towards Kej, to reduce the
rebellious chieftains in that quarter,. particularly
Ristam Khan Mamasani, and Mohim Kh4n, NGsh-
irwini. The army marched under the orders of
Daoud Mahomed, the vazir, and was accompanied
by Mir Azem Khén, the khin's young brother.

I did not visit the khéan, as a fatality seemed
to attend my health, and I had become reduced to
extremity by a dysentery. The ‘fall of the leaf
had taken place, and winter, with all its rigours, was
about to set in. I saw no chance of being able
to reach Kandahdr the present year, and my dis-
order had become so serious that I even began to
reflect on the event of it. I was glad to hear that
Kilikdad was ready to start on his annual commer-
cial journey to Sind, and I resolved to accompany
him, and to regain Stinmidni. Kalikd4d had a large
quantity of madder, the produce of Mastiing, and
raisins of Kandahdr, for sale in Sind and Las. The
kafila, it was decided, should take the route
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through the valley of the Miilloh river to Jell,
whence tracing the western frontier of Sind, it
would reach Karachi. Kailikdid did not start with
the kafila, whose route to Jell was tedious and cir-
cuitous. He proposed to join it at that place, which
he would do in three days from Kalat, by crossing
the hills. He wished me to have remained, and
to have accompanied him, but I had grown anxious
to leave a place where I had been so unlucky as
to health, and I decided to proceed with the camels
and merchandize, expecting benefit from the exer-
cise and change of air, as well as being desirous of
seeing the Milloh route.

Kalat, the capital of Balochistin, and the resi-
dence of the khin, is but a small town, seated on
the eastern acclivity of a spur from the hill called
Shah Mirdan. It is in form oblong, and surround-
ed by a crenated wall of mud, chiefly of moderate
height, and strengthened by towers. The western
side of the wall traces the summit of the ridge,
and is carried under the miri, or palace of the khan.
The last is an edifice of some antiquity, being re-
ferred to the period when Kalat was governed by
IlindG princes. The town has three gates, one
facing the east, and the two others the north and
south respectively. It may contain about eight
hundred houses, a large proportion inhabited by
Hindds. The bazar is equal to the size of the town,
and is fairly supplied. Kalit has two suburbs one
to the south, inhabited solely by the Bébi tribe of
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Afghins, who fled, or were expelled from the seats of
their ancestors, near Kindahér, in the time of Ah-
med Shah, the first DGrdni king. The other is to
the north-west; inhabited also by A fghén families, but

MIRIy OR CITADEL OF KALAT.

of various tribes, and generally recent emigrations
from Kéandahir. These two suburbs may contain
together three hundred houses. West of the town
stretch ravines, and low barren hills, for a consider-
able distance. To the east is a cultivated plain,
not exceeding a mile in breadth, through which
stretches the bed of a mountain stream, without
water, unless at certain times when filled by rains.
It is bounded by hills of some altitude, called Har-
biai, which intervene between it and the great plain
of Kachi. Kaldt is nearly useless as a place of
VOL. II. H
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defence, being commanded by the hill of Shih
Mirdén, on which Ahmed Shah, when he besieged
it, stationed his artillery, and was only prevented
from its capture by the intervention of his officers.
Under the hills east of Kalat is the royal place of
sepulture; and there are the tombs of Nassir Khan
and Mdahméd Khan, with the cenotaph of Abdilah
Khan, their progenitor. Near this spot is a cele-
brated spring of water, which principally provides
for the irrigation of the plain. The aboriginal
inhabitants of Kalit would appear to be the Déh-
wérs, equivalent to the Tajiks of Afghinistdn and
Tarkistdn ; and as with them their vernacular lan-
guage is Persian, the BriahGi pastoral tribes,
belonging to whom is the reigning family, speak a
dialect called Bréhdi, or Kdr Galli.

The extensive country of Eastern Balochistin, of
which Kalit is the capital, is now subject to Meh-
rab Khén, the son of Méhmdd Khén, and grand-
son of the celebrated Nassir Khin.

There is observable a singular parity of fortune
between the Baloch kingdom and the Diréni em-
pire, to which it acknowledged an easy dependence.
Contemporary with Ahmed Sh&h, who created the
latter, and raised it to prosperity, was Nassir Khin
at Kalit, who was indebted, in great measure, to
the Diiréni ronarch for his elevation to the Khénit,
in detriment of his elder brother, Mohébat Khén,
who was deposed. Nassir Khin was, beyond com-
parison, the most able chieftain who had governed
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Balochistin ; and the country under his vigorous
rule prospered as it never did before, nor is likely
to do again. He extended his arms in every part
of Balochistin, and was always successful ; and his
kingdom grew from a very humble one to be ex-
cecdingly extensive. Awidre of the turbulent dis-
position of his tribes, he kept them continually in
the field, thus making use of those qualities in them
which would have given him annoyance at home,
to the increase of his power abroad. The fertile
province of Kachi had been recently acquired from
the Kalorah rulers of Sind, by a treaty which Nadir
Shih hud imposed. Nassir Khén way nét without
apprehension that its recovery might be attempted ;
and in order to give his tribes an interest in its
occupation, he made a division of the lands, by
which all the Bréhii tribes became proprietors.

To Ahmed Shah succeeded his son, Taimtr Shéh,
who, as is too often the case in these countries,
lived on the reputation of his father, and passed
his reign in pleasure, or the gratification of his sen-
sual appetites. Coeval with him, at Kalit, was
Méihmid Khan, son of Nassir Khén, precisely under
the same circumstances, neglecting his government,.
and immersed in hésh, or enjoyment. He lost the
province of Kej, and his kingdom might have been
farther mutilated but for the energies of his half-
brothers, Mastapha Khidn and Maéahomed Réhim
Khén.,

To Taimir Shih at Kabal succeeded his son,
H2
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Zemén Shih, whose brief reign was terminated by
those convulsions which have wrecked the Dfrdni
empire. The present Mehrdb Khin succeeded his
father, Méhmad Khan, and for the first three years
of his reign displayed considerable decision. He
recovered Kej, and seemed inclined to maintain the
integrity of his kingdom; but a series of internal
conspiracies and revolts disgusted him, and led to
the execution both of some of his own imprisoned
relatives, and of the principals of many of the tribes.
At length he lost all confidence in the hereditary
officers of state, and selected for minister one D4oud
M#éhomed, a Ghilji of the lowest extraction, and
from that time his affairs have gone wholly wrong ;
while, by putting himself in opposition, as it were,
to the constitution and acknowledged laws of his
country, he has provoked a never-ending contest
with the tribes, who conceit themselves not bound
to obey the dictates of an upstart and alien minister.
It hence happens, that some of them are generally
in arms; and the history of the country since the
accession of the Ghilji-adviser to power, offers little
else but a train of rebellions and murders. It is
remarkable, that a similar infraction of the laws of
the Dirénis by Zemén Shéh, viz. the elevation of
an unqualified person to the vakélat, was the pri-
mary cause of the misfortunes which befel that
king.

Mehrdb Khén seems to have given up the idea
of coercing his disaffected clans, and is content
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by promoting discord amongst them, to disable
them from turning against himself. The country
is, therefore, in a sad state of confusion. A few
years since, the Marris, a formidable tribe in tho
hills east of Kachi, having descended upon the
plains, and sacked Mitari, the Kalat Khin deemed
that it behoved him to resent so gross an outrage,
and accordingly he marched with an army, said to
be of twelve thousand men, against the marauders.
They amused him first with one offer, and then with
another, until the season for action was passed,
when, aware that the khén could not keep his
bands together, they defied him, and he was com-
pelled to retire, with the disgrace of having been
outwitted. In the reign of Mahmiéd Khéin the
gallant Mastapha Khén, as lord of Kach Gandéva,
kept these predatory tribes in due order, as he did
their neighbours, the Khadjaks, Khakas, and others.
Since his death they have not ceased in their depre-
dations.

While the Diréni empire preserved a semblance
of authority, there was, agreeably to the original
treaty concluded between Ahmed Shéh and Nassir
Khaén, a Baloch force of one thousand men stationed
in Kdshmir, and the khéns of Kaldt had ever been
attentive to the observance. of their engagements.
On the dislocation of the empire, and after Kashmir
had been lost, there was, of course, an end to the
treaty, and virtually, to dependence. Yet the
khéns of Kalit never sought to benefit by the
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fall of the paramount government ; thus Sivi, which
was in their power, was always respected. So long
even as there was a nominal Shih in the country,
as in the case of Shah Ayiib, they professed a cer-
tain allegiance, but when by the final settlement,
or partition of the remnants of the Dtréani empire,
it became parcelled into small and separate chief-
ships, they no longer felt the necessity of acknow-
ledging the suprcmacy of either. The chiefs of
Kandahar the nearest to Kalit, were the only
ones who pressed, and Mehrdb Khan, since the
death of Mahomed Azem Khén, has had a dclicate
and difficult part to play with them. It was no
principal of his policy to provoke them unneces-
sarily, and be alike felt repugnance to comply with
their demands or to acquiesce in their pretensions.
They, on their side, gave him much trouble, by
accepting the submission of his rebellious chieftains,
as Mohim Khé4n, Rakshadni of Kharin, Ristam
Khén, Mamassani, and others, as well as by grant-
ing asylum to traitors, and by fomenting conspi-
racics within his kingdom. This line of conduct
is so irritating to Mehrdb Khén, that he has fre-
quently invited Kimrin of Herit to assume the
offensive, and promised that if he would send his
son, Jchanghir, he would place the Baloch levics
under the prince’s orders.

The Kalat khin justly looks upon the Kéndahir
sirdars as his encmics, and they are by no means
favourably disposed towards him, it being very un-
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suitable to their views that an untractable and
unfriendly chief should hold the country between
them and Shikarpir, soc much an object of their
ambition. I have noted, that the sirdirs had in-
vaded the Baloch country subsequently to my visit
to Kindahdr. The motives of the expedition were,
perhaps, manifold, but a principal one was, no doubt,
to effect some understanding with the khén, and
to prepare the way for a march farther south. The
Dirdni force, on this ocoasion, reached Quetta, of
which they took possession by a kind of strata-
gem, avowing friendship, and introducing their sol-
diers into tho town. They next marched to Mas-
tiing, which they besieged, after a manner. The
Diirdnis could scarcely take the place, and the
garrison, trifling as to numbers, could scarcely hold
it ; whence it followed that an accommodation was
easily made, and the proposals of the sirddrs that
the place should be evacuated orn honourable terms
were accepted. The sirddrs maintained, that they
had no hostile intentions towards the khan or his
subjects, but that they desired friendship with him
and them. Mehrab Khén by this time had col-
lected, it is said, twelve thousand men,— which
number séems to be the maximum of armaments
during his sway,—and encamped at Kénitti, not
very distant from the D(réni camp, and quite
close enough that a battle might have been fought,
had either party been inclined to have tested the
justice of their cause by an appeal to the sword.
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Negotiations, as a matter of course, were resorted
to, and some kind of treaty was patched up, by
which the Dirinis retired without the disgrace
of being absolutely foiled. Mehrdb Khéan paid, or
consented to pay, one ldkh of rupees, Kaldt base
money ; and professed obedience to the authority of
the sirdars, and willingness to assist in their views
upon Sind. It was supposed that the sirdars
would not have ventured to march hostilely into
the Baloch territory had they not had in their
camp Assad Khén, the sirddr of Sahdrawén, and
others, who had fled from the vengeance of Meh-
rab Khan. These traitors returned with them
to Kéndahar.

Besides these sirdirs of Kéandahdr, and his own
rebel subjects, the unfortunate chief of Kalat has
a new and more potential enemy to contend with
in Mé&hirdja Ranjit Singh. The more easternly of
the khén’s provinces are those of Hérand and
D4jil, bordering on, and west of the Indus, between
Déra Ghéazi Khin and the territory of the Mazdri
tribes. They constitute a government which con-
fers the title of Nawéb on the holder. The ap-
pointment is arbitrary, and emanates from Kalit.
Saiyad Mé4homed Sherif, of Tiri near Mastiing, it
is said, by a largess to Déaoud Mahomed Khin,
the Ghilji minister, had procured the government,
with an understanding that he was to hold it for
some time, or until he had reimbursed himself,
and accumulated a little besides. The saiyad had
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scarcely assumed authority, than Daoud Mahomed
Khén despatched Khodddad, an Afghan, to super-
sede him. The enraged saiyad crossed the river
and proceeded to Bahiwalpir, where he induced
the khin to put forward a force and invade the
country.

Khodaddd fled in turn, and repaired to the Si-
bahdédr of Miltan, who, on reporting the matter to
Lahore, received instructions to reinstate the Khan
of Kalat’s officers in Hirand and D4jil. Accord-
ingly, the saiyad was again expelled, as were the
Bahéwalpir troops, and Khod4did was told that
he was governor for Mehrab Khan, but the Sikh
troops retained all the posts in the province.

Although Mehrab Khén holds nominal -sway
over a country of vast extent, and embracing great
varieties of climate, he has little real power hut
in his capital and its vicinity. The immense pro-
portion of the country is held by tribes nearly in-
dependent of him, and in subjection only to their
own contumacious chiefs, who owe the khin, at
the best, but military service. It is true, that in
most of the provinces he has zamin sirkdri, or
crown lands, the revenue of which may be said
to belong' to him, but it is generally consumed
by the agents who collect it. The larger quan-
tum of his resources is drawn from Kach Gan-
dava, the most productive of his provinces, where
he holds the principal towns. T have heard his
gross revenuc estimated at three liakhs of rupec.
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per annum, a small sum indeed, but it must be
borne in mind that none of the Brahii or Baloch
tribes contribute to it.

The khén can scarcely be said to retain a military
force, but has a great number of khénazidas, house-
hold slaves. These, the only people he can trust,
are elevated to high offices, and appointed governors
of his towns and provinces. They are, of course,
authorized to keep up followers, and their bands
form the élite of the khdn’s armies, which are other-
wise composed of the levies from the tribes. The
general obligation of military service falls alike upon
the villagers and upon the déhwirs, or agricul-
turalists in the neighbourhood of Kalit, who, in case
of need, furnish their quotas of men. The khén’s
artillery comprises some half dozen unserviceable
pieces of small ordnance at Kalat, and two or three
others at Ganddva, Béagh. and Quetta,—it may be
presumed in no better condition.

The khin’s Mahomedan subjects include the
Brahii tribes of Sahdrawén and Jhilawén, the Ba-
loch tribes of the western provinces, the Rind and
Magghazzi tribes of Kachi, Hirand, D4jil, &c., the
Kassi Afghdns of Shill, the Déhwérs (equivalent to
Thjiks) of Kalt and its villages; to which may be
added, the Liimri, or Jadghal tribes of the maritime
province of Las. It may be noted also, that there
are still some few families of the Séwa tribe at
Kalat, who, agreeably to tradition, ruled the country
before the Brahiiis.
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The Brahdi tribes are pastoral: in the summer
grazing their flocks on the table-lands, and in the
hills of Sahdrawin and Jhilawén, and in winter
descending upon the plains of Kach Gandava.

The country of the Brdhiis produces excellent
wheat; but as by far the more considerable part of
it can only be cultivated when rain has been abun-
dant, there is no certainty in the supply. The irri-
gated lands alone probably yield as much as suf-
fices for the population, but at high prices. In
seasons after copious rains at the proper period,
when the returns become very bowmtiful, there is a
large surplus, and prices are extremely low. A
camel-load of wheat has been known to be sold for
one rupee.

The low flat province of Kachi has produce of a
different kind, wheat being but of partial growth,
while jidri and bdjara are most extensively culti-
vated. The cotton-plant and sugar-canc are raised
near Biagh and Dddar; and at the latter place indigo
is produced and manufactured.

The Baloch provinces have, comparatively, but a
trifing trade with the neighbouring states, and
gsociety is. not in that advanced state amongst the
inhabitants as to render them greatly dependent on
foreign markets for articles of taste and luxury.
There are a large number of Afghin merchants
domiciled at Kalat, who drive a considerable tran-
git trade between Sind, Bombay, and Kéndahar.
The financial necessities of the Kalat rulers have
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introduced a base coinage into circulation at the
capital—an expedient fatal to the trade and pro-
sperity of the country. The same evil existed at
Kéndahar whon I was there, originating, I was told,
with the late Shir Dil Khéan, but Fir Dil Khén
was wisely taking measures to remedy it.

Mehrab Khén is a little beyond forty years of
age. Boasting an ancestry which has given twenty-
two or twenty-three khans to Kalit and the Bra-
hiiis, he is so illiterate that he can neither read nor
write ; and it seems his father, Mahmad Khéin, was
no better accomplished. Politica.lly severe, distrust-
ful, and incapable, he is not esteemed personally
cruel or tyrannical; hence, although he cannot be
respected by his subjects, he is not thoroughly de-
tested by them; and in licu of deprecating his vices
they rather lament that he has not more virtues.and
cnergy. Neither is he harsh or exacting upon the
merchant, whether foreign or domestic. lle has
four wives, and a son, named Mahomed Hassan—
now a child. FHe has an only brother, Adam Khén,
generally styled Mir Azem Khén, a young man en-
trusted with delegated command, but exceedingly
prone to dissipation. The khan retains as prisoners,
or nazzer bands, ShAh Nawéaz Khan and Fati Khén,
sons of the late Ahmed Yar Khén, whom he judged
necessary to put to death at the commencement of
his reign, or a little after, but not until he had fo-
mented four rebellions, and had been thrice forgiven.
These youths are under casy restraint, and the khén
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takes one of them with him on his journeys, while
the other remains at Kaldt, in charge of the Diro-
gah Gal Mahomed. The khén, morcover, scats
them on his right hand in the darbar, his own son,
Mahomed Ilassan, being placed on his left. Ile has
also provided them with wives, or at least the clder,
Shih Nawiz Khian, who has married a daughter of
a Khadjak chief. These two young men are the
only remaining deseendants of Mohibat Khén, the
clder brother of Nassir Khin; on which account,
while treated kindly, they arc vigilantly guarded.
The Ghilji minister, Daoud Mahomed Khién, wished
to have involved them in the same destruction with
their father, Ahmed Yar Khéin, and to have therehy
exterminated the line, but Mehrdab Khan would not.
consent.,
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CHAPTER VI.

Departure from Kalit.—Takht Badshéh.—Miilla Izzat.—Rodin-
joh.—Gandarghen.—Rudeness of camel-drivers.—Sohr4b.—The
Khin’s uncle.—Burial-places.—Anjfra.—Bopoh.—Sources of the
Miilloh river.—Singular stratification.—Goram Bawét.—Shak-
argaz, or sweet tamarisk.—Péshtar Khin.—Lichens.—Do Dan-
din.—Janghi Kashta.—Pir Likka.—Ghuznavi Haéji.—Kil.—
No Lang.—River fords.—Ancient fort——The Malloh river.—
Pir Chitta.—The Miilloh pass.—Security.—Risk from swollen
torrents.—Inhabitants.—Produce.—Considered in military point
of view.—Extent.—Jell.—Arrival of Kilikdéd.—Kéndahdr ka-
fila.—Duties.—Collectors.—Amount.—Frauds of the merchants.
—Entertainment.—Polite request—Town of Jell.—Groves.—
Tombs. —Soil and produce.— The Magghassis.— Divisions.—
Feud with the Rinds.—Ahmed Khén—his character.—Dissipa-
tion.—Jet cultivators.— Tiinia. —Sannatar.— Hob4ras.— K#&h
Shatar, — Sulphurous spring. — Kichi.—Sh4dia, — Pat.— Ap-
prehensions.—Rinds.—Their excursions.—Composure regained.
— Obelisks.— Machflik.— Déra Ghaibi.—Wali Mé&homed.—
The Chindi tribe.—Services to the Talptris.—HAji Bijér.—
Unreasonable expectations.—Parsimony of the Télpiris.—Po-
verty of the Chéndis. —Wali M&homed's victories.—His aid im-
plored by Ahmed Khén.—His hostility to the Rinds.—Repri-
manded by the Nawéb vazir.—Canal.—Absence of Wali M4-
homed.

THE kéfila being ready to start, Kélikdad accom-
panied me to it, a little without the town. He
recommended me generally to the good offices of
the camel-drivers, and particularly to the attentions
of Yakit, a confidential negro khinazida, who
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was sent in charge of the merchandize. This con-
sisted entirely of madder and raisins. A seat on
a camel had been prepared for me, so that I might
sit or repose, as I found convenient. The mer-
chandize was the property of Kilikddd and his
partners; and the camels were hired ones. Besides
their drivers we had no other company. We pro-
ceeded this evening to Takht Béadshih, a small
open spot, amphitheatrically surrounded by hills.
On many of the near eminences were conical
monuments of stones, possibly sepulchral, as they
scemed too laboured to be supposed piles erected
by shepherds to occupy and beguile their idle hours.
Water was procured from a spring at Koh Chékar,
about three furlongs distant, which is not good,
being impregnated with some mineral substance.
Tmmediately on our west we had Koh Zoar. Takht
Badshah implies the king’s throne: I could not
learn on what account; whether there is any tra-
dition referring to it, or whether any ceremony is
performed there on the inauguration of the khéns
of Kalit.

We thence proceeded to Rodinjoh, helonging to
the sons of Miilla Izzat, a man in his lifetime of
some notoriety: He was wont to walk naked about
Kalit; and what in some countries would have
been deemed a proof of insanity, was here judged
undeniable cvidence of sanctity and wisdom. From
what I was told of his experiments in gold-making,
and of his Sifi principles, I apprehend he was
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merely a successful impostor. The village of Ro-
dinjoh was given in grant to him, and he built a
house and formed a garden ; both are now in ruins,
and his sons are not distinguishable from the zamin-
dars, or cultivators of the village, in appearance or
manners.

We next marched to Gandarghen, said to be
seven cosses from Rodinjoh, beyond which the
plain widens. The road skirting the dry bed of a
r(id-khéna, passes Damb, so called from a large
mound, and Sérma Sing. About a coss beyond
we halted on the bank of {.¢ rad-khina, in whose
bed there is water, but of bad quality. In this
march the conductor of my camel drew his sword
on me, which I parried with my stick. Kalikdad,
I found, the better to give me a claim on the
respect and civility of the camel drivers, had re-
presented me as a Haji. I did not take the trouble
to undeceive them, for I was so unwell that I was
indifferent to good or bad treatment. On reaching
the halting-place I remarked to my quondam as-
sailant as he assisted me to dismount, that he was
a Ristam of a fellow, and he seemed ashamed.
Afterwards, although I had to complain of his
comrades, I had no reason but to be satisfied with
himself. When I spoke to Yakdt, Kalikdad's
man, I found he was afraid, for he was one among
many.

Our next march was to Sohrdb; and we halted
at the village of Nigghdr, towards the south-castern
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extremity of the plain. To our west were the
villages of Dan and Rodani. The prospect the
plain affords, when clothed with its crops, is very
agreeable, the several little villages, or hamlets,
having their contiguous gardens, while the contrast
of the green or ripe wheat with the intense hues
of the lucern plots, is striking. In the plain are
several dambs, or ancient artificial mounds: some
extensive ones occur east of Nigghar. The sum-
mits of these are crowned with stone parapets,
which, although substantial, are modern, and may
have been raised as sangars, or breastworks. Here
we had to pay a transit-fec of one senndr, or the
sixth of a rupee, on each camel-load of goods to
Khaira, the mdma, or uncle of the khin. He did
not take money, averring it would be of no use
to him, but received its value in cloth.

The plain ascends a little from. Sohrab, and turn-
ing a point of the hills on our left, we followed a
more easterly course. The road became stony,
and was frequently crossed by the dry beds of
torrents. At some distance from Sohrib were
several graves, or what seemed as such; they might
not have been worthy of attention had not their
length been from east to west, instead of from north
to south, as Mahomedan graves are prescribed to
be disposed. The curve, moreover, which in a
Maéihomedan structure, and on the western side,
would denote the kabla, was here found on the
eastern side.

VOL. IL. I
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Passing amid arid undulating rises, and tcacing
for some distance the bed of the riid-khéna, where
we occasionally found water in cavities, with many
oleander bushes, now laden with their long and
dark-coloured seed-vessels, we reached Anjira, halt--
ing on the bank of a small rivulet.

The following day, in progress to Bopoh, we fol-
lowed the course of the rivulet on which we had
halted, our direction north-east. A little before
reaching Bopoh the rivulet disappeared, winding
to the right. On entering a small plain, the small
village of Bopoh was to our left, with a few trees
at the foot of the hills. In front, about three miles
distant, on the same level, we saw the larger village
of Gazan, the hills behind which concealed from
our view the villages of the superior plain of Zehri,
on which Bopoh and Gazén are dependent. Ghat,
the principal village, and abode of Rashid Khén,
sirddir of Jhdlawan, was said to be four or five
cosses distant. About half a mile from Bopoh we
rounded a hill, rcmarkable for its echo. We then
halted, and had to bring our water from some dis-
tance from a rivulet which ran into the Milloh
river. This inconvenience arose from our people
having selected an injudicious place for halting in.

In the succeeding march we came upon several
springs on our right hand, the water gushing copi-
ously from the rock. These may be, perhaps, con-
sidered the true sources of the Miilloh river, as they
never fail, and from them the strcam is always a
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continued one. Other rivulets, as those of Sohrdb
and Anjira, lead into it, but they are only partially
supplied with water. Beyond these first springs
others occurred on our left hand, of more or less
volume, increasing the original current. The dara,
or valley, we traversed, was more properly a defile,
formed by the bed of the stream, and enclosing
rocks. Occasionally it opened out, and we after-
wards found that the entire route through the
hills was of the same nature. The rocks this day
were singular, from their stratification, having a
mural formation, and the appearance, conferred by
their regular lines of dislocation, of being composed
of masonry and brickwork. At one spot was a
most curious instance of the rock exhibiting a suc-
cession of rimmed cylinders, decreasing in size from
the lower, or inferior one.

As the dara opened we had a wider bed for the
stream, 'which separated into two or more channels.
Its borders were overspread with tall grass, in
clumps, bearing large tufts of white silky flowers.
The plants panir-band and hishwarg were abundant.
The next stage was to Goram-bawit. The dara
was less confined, and we marched less interrupted
by the course of the stream. Towards the close
of our journey we passed an open space of some
extent, where was a damb of large size, and on
an adjacent eminence a conical pyramid of stones.
Here was a solitary mud house, and some cultivated

land. On our road we had been delighted by the
12



116 PESHTAR KHAN.

notes of the bilbdl, the oriental nightingale, and
we observed two or three species of trees, indicat-
ing our approach to a warmer climate. The ole-
ander was plentiful, and hence continued so. Here
was the variety of tamarisk producing the saccha-
rine gum called shakar gaz. This nearly resembles
the common variety, except that its flowers are
white, in lieu of being red, and its verdure more
vivid, although of a paler green. From this tree
is also procured quantities of small galls, called
sakor. Their properties are astringent, and they
are used as mordants in dyeing. It is said, that
the sweet gum and the galls are alternately pro-
duced.

We had in the next march to cross the stream
repeatedly, which implies that the dara was con-
tracted, and compelled us to trace the river bed.
At Péshtar Khén, an extenmsive open spot, there
were numerous ghidadns, or matted abodes of the
Bréhiiis; also some cultivated lands. Wheat, rice,
and miing are grown here. The flocks of sheep and
goats were numerous. The karil, or caper-tree, was
seen here, with mimosas and bér-trees.

There was a very large burial-place at this spot,
too considerable, I fear, to be attributed to the
residence of a few Brahdis, and rather marking
the consequences of the sanguinary propensities of
man. In the crevices of the rocks abounded a
variety of lichen, called marmGt. It is used me-
dicinally by the Brahiiis, in diseases of languor
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and oppression of the vis vitez. The plant, replete
with juice, and extremely bitter and nauseous, is
dried, and a quantity of the powder swallowed,
after which water is directed to be drank. The
same, or an analogous plant, abounds in the Khai-
bar hills, and is carricd to Peshdwer, where it is
largely used as an article of food by Hindis. I
found the Brihiii name for the bér, or jujuba zizy-
phus, was pissi, the designation of one of our pre-
vious halting places, although I did not there ob-
serve the tree.

Our next march brought us to Do Dandén, or
the twa teeth, a term derived from the two puaks
of a neighbouring hill. On our road we passed
some spots in which the cotton-plant was culti-
vated. At Do Dandin were many Brahii resi-
dents.

Next day we moved on to Janghi Kiishta, or
the place where a famous robber, named Janghi,
is said to have been slain. About a mile before
reaching our destination we passed the ziirat of
Par Ldkhi, in the neighbourhood of which were
many inhabitants, if we may infer from the nu-
merous flocks which everywhere grazed upon the
hills. The .zi4rat stands on an elevated site, and
adjacent to it is an ample burial-place. The build-
ing is embosomed in a grove of bér-trees, and is
further graced by the presence of a few date-
trees. It is square, with many niches on its re-
spective sides, and is crowned with a cupola. The
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whole is covered with cement, and the spot alto-
gether is sufficiently picturesque. I may here ob-
serve, that we had been joined by another of Ké-
likd4d’s confidential khinazidas from Kalat, bring-
ing under his charge a real Haji, but old, and
perfectly deaf, from Ghazni, who intended to pro-
ceed to Mecca, which he had previously several
times visited. At KalAt he had been the guest
of the Didrogah Gidl Méihomed, who made him
over to the charge of Kilikddd. The old Héji
had a most sonorous voice, and sang the songs of
Haéfiz, and others, with resounding effect. He was
literate ; and I found a companion at tea-time, for
the old gentleman believed that tca cleared and
improved his voice.

Our intercourse was singular, as he could not
hear; but I found in a short time that we could
very well understand each other, and that he
could comprehend my signs and gestures. My
Bréhiii companions still believed me a Haji, but
could not divine from what country I came. I
also was daily improving in health; and becoming
stronger, was better able to keep them in order.
We then marched to Kil, where the valley was
considerably more spacious than we had hitherto
found it. About a mile before it we passed the
village of Attdrchi, which had many trees and
much cultivated land.

From Kil the dara continued open, and we
again passed much land cultivated with the cot-
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ton-plant and jidr; also beyond it, on a stony
barren expanse, large burial-grounds. Our direc-
tion was constantly north, and throughout our
journey the valley was more or less peopled.
We halted at Noh Lang, or the nine fords. Next
day our route commenced through a narrow de-
file, where the channel of the river being con-
fined, it was somewhat impetuous and trouble-
some, but not deep. It was crossed ninc times—
whence the name applied to the place we started
from. As we proceeded we entered upon a more
open country, and our road led for some time
over a bed of pure sand. A little before passing
the last lang, or ford, we had to our right a small
hill, called Koh Towir, whence stones are pro-
cured, employed in the baking of bread. On our
left at this spot was a decomposed hill, univer-
sally of a green colour. We had here a view of
the great plain of Kachi, which we hailed with
pleasure, as our passage along the course of the
Milloh had been sufficiently tedious. We again
passed a large burial-ground, the graves enclosed
in low stone walls, and their surfaces neatly ar-
ranged with pebbles. On our left also were the
remains of an old fort, the walls of which were
extensive, although rudely constructed of stones.
This was probably erected hy some vigorous go-
vernment for the protection of the route, and, as
probably, it has also afforded shelter to brigands,
who have in later times infested it. The Miil-
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loh on our leaving it was perhaps fifty or sixty
yards in breadth, but in no part deeper than the
knees of our camels; nor had it been so during
our progress. It hence flows northernly to Gan-
dava, and I understand is spent in the irrigation
of the lands in that vicinity. At certain seasons
its stream may, possibly, find its way to the Nari.
We halted immediately after crossing the ninth
lang. About a mile north of us was a conspicu-
ous giimbaz, or domed building, the zidrat of Pir
Chatta, which is the usual halting-place for parties
crossing the high range of Tirkdri, between Kalat
and Kachi.

The Milloh route, if there existed any important
commercial communication, which there does not,
between Kalit and the countries to the east, would
be one of much value. Tt is not only easy and safe,
but may be travelled at all seasons, and is the only
camel-route through the hills intermediate between
Sahdrawan and Jhilawan, and Kachi, from the lati-
tude of Shill, where the line of intercourse is by the
route of the Bolan river, to Khozddr, from which a
road leads into middle Sind. It will have been
ascertained from my narrative, that danger from pre-
datory bands is not even apprehended; and this is
always the case, unless the tribes are at war with
each other, or disaffected towards the khin of Kalat.
The petty rivulets, affluents to the Malloh, as well
as the primary stream, are liable to be swollen by
rains ; and instances of kéfilas having suffered loss
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from the sudden increase of the water aro cited;
although it may be presumed they are rare; nor is it
easy to .imagine how such accidents could occur,
excepting in some few spots. The inhabitants, as
rude and simple as they are secluded, appeared very
docile ; and in exchange for coarse cotton fabrics, or
karpds, turmeric, &c., supply kéfilas or passengers
with sheep, fowls, roghan, curds, and rice. The last
is grown in comparatively large quantities, as is
miing, and it has been seen, that besides the com-
mon grain, as jiar, the cotton-plant is also an object
of attention. In & military point of view, the route,
presenting a succession of open spaces, connected by
narrow passages, or defiles, is very defensible; at
the same time affording convenient spots for en-
campment, abundance of excellent water, fuel, and
more or less forage. It is level throughout the
road, either tracing the bed of the stream, or lcad-
ing near to its left bank. Our marches were always
short ones, not averaging above eight miles each.
From Bopoh to Sin we made eight, which would
give sixty-four miles for the length of the pas-
sage.

~ The following day we reached Jell, and halted in
a grove of mimosas south of it, having passed on the
road the village of Sirdngari. After three or four
days’ halt there, Kilikddd joined us from Kalit,
bringing with him Abbds, a young man of that
place. We farther awaited the arrival of a kifila
from Kéndahér, which, previously to the departure
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of Kélikddd, had proceeded by the Miilloh route.
It at length reached us, in charge of my old friend
GGl Mdhomed. Accompanying it were two or three
'Kandahér merchants, and Atts Méhomed, the son
of a wealthy merchant residing in Shoriwak, to
avoid the rapacity of the Kadndahar sirddrs. Besides
these were a few héjis, and other itinerants. Ka4lik-
dad tasked the camel-drivers for their rude behs-
viour to me on the road, but the error had been
chiefly his own, in having announced me as & bAji.
Now that we better understood each other, they
were perfectly civil, and I had only to intimate a
wish to have it gratified. Their assent would often
bring forth the whimsical assertion that they would
oblige me, even if they cuckolded the khin and the
kazi.

At Jell a transit-fee of one senndr, or the sixth of
a rupee, on each load of merchandize, is collected by
Abmed Khén, Sirdar of the Magghassis, who re-
sides here. Its levy brought the sirdir’s brother to
the kifila. He was an acquaintance of Kalikdad,
who therefore, besides the amount of duty, made
him presents of raisins and worsted socks. This
man never appeared altogether sober; otherwise he
was free and courteous. Here is also stationed an
officer of the khan of Kalit, to collect duties from
such kéifilas that have not already paid them at
Kalit, and who may not be provided with a pat, or
voucher. The khéan of Kalat levies three rupees,
Kerim-khéni, on every load .of merchandize leaving
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his states, but it is indifferent whether the amount
be collected at the capital or at the frontiers. The
officer at Jell is certain of his individual fee, whe-
ther a pat is .forthcoming or not—for no kifila
leaves Kalat without having evaded the duties in
some mode. XKailikdad, who would be esteemed
a fair-dealing man, and who pretended to be a
very loyal subject, had smuggled away several loads
of raisins, besides ingeniously packing three loads
upon two camels, and other expedients. At length,
all the little arrangements of the kafila being con-
cluded, the brother of Ahmed Khan gave Kailik-
ddd a farewell mimini, or entertainment, and he
sent to know what I was accustomed to cat, and was
somewhat surprised to hear that I ate what le did
himself. This feast brought him, for the last time,
to the kifila, but exhilarated as usual. Some tri-
fling presents were again made .to him. On this
occasion Kélikddd called me aside, and premising
hope that I would not feel offended, told me that
the"khan’s brother coveted the worsted socks I had
on my feet. I asked if he would not be ashamed to
wear old socks? “ Oh! no,” said Kalikddad. Then
let him haye them, I rejoined, and gave them to
him.

Jell is the principal town of the Magghassis, and
the residence of their sirdar, Ahmed Khin. It is
small, comprising within the walls about three hun-
dred houses. Without may be onc hundred hutted
residences. There is an indiffcrent bazar. The
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walls are mud, of some fifteen feet in height, and
crenated, with towers at intervals in their faces.
Much of the walls, and also some of the towers, have
crumbled away, and have not been repaired. There
are three gates, if the entrances may be so called,
one to the east and two to the south. There are
many groves near the town, chiefly mimosa, and on
the east is an extensive burial-ground, among which,
distinguished by their cupolas, the mausoleums of
Kaisar Khan, and Jaffar Khin, former sirdars of
the Magghassis, are conspicuous. There is no gar-
den. Cultivation in the neighbourhood is exten-
sive, principally of jidr and the cotton-plant. The
country occupied by the Magghassis is abundantly
supplied with water. Ibelieve above thirty canals of
irrigation are reckoned, supplied by the springs in
the'neighbouring hills ; some of them large. The
soil is fertile, ang capahle of producing sugar, or
any other superior growth of warm climates; yet,
apathetic, and fettered by old custom, the agricul-
turalist here attempts nothing beyond jiiar. The
Magghassis are one of the Baloch tribes, who have
been located for a long time in Kachi, where they
occupy the corner in the south-west quarter of the
province. They are divided into four principal
families or clans, of which the Bitaniis the more
illustrious, and furnishes the sirdir of the whole.
Their chief towns are Jell and Shadia.

They boast of being able to muster two thousand
fighting men, and are engaged in endless hostility
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with their neighbours, the Rinds. An inextin-
guishable blood-feud exists between the two tribes.
At present, notwithstanding the superior numbers
of the Rinds, fortune is entirely on the side of
the Magghassis. They have gained signal vie-
tories, with a loss so trifling as to be nearly in-
credible; but a day or two before I wrote this
note, a conflict took place on the Shikarpiir Pat,
and the Rinds were, as usual, defeated. Ahmed
Khén, their sirdar, is a young man, and his suc-
cesses in the field have made him rather clated.
He is too fond of the pleasures of win€; and per-
petual intoxication, combined with vulgarity and
coarse manners, prevents him from being consi-
dered amiable : yet he has a reckless kind of frank-
ness and generosity, and if great sense cannot he
conceded to him, his personal valour is undisputed.
The Magghassis, and, indeed, their enemies the
Rinds also, are a dissolute race; all who cannot
afford the wretched ardent spirits of the country,
stupify themselves with infusions of bang, or with
opium. The zaminddrs, or cultivators of the soil,
here, as throughout Kachi, are Jets. These people
seldlom moye abroad but on bullocks, and never
unless armed. A laughable tendency is excited
by the sight of a Jet half naked—for shirts or upper
garments are generally dispensed with—seated on
a lean bullock, and formidably armed with match-
lock, sword, and shield.

From Jell we marched to Sannatar; the com-
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puted distance, eight cosses. About a mile from
Jell the village of Ajim was under the hills to
our right. We crossed numerous canals of irri-
gation in our road. The cultivation in the vici-
nity of Jell was succeeded by on open barren space, .
after which some close jangul occurred. At two
cosses from Jell the bazar village of Tinia, com-
posed chiefly of huts, was on our right; it had
a tomb, surmounted with a cupola. Jangal con-
tinued, morc or less, until we reached Sannatar,
on the bank of a water-course ; in which there is
always a small stream. We here saw large num-
bers of hobaras, or bustards, with speckled bodies
and black bellies. Their meat was said to be ex-
cellent.

On starting from Sannatar the jangal was slight
for some distance, and then became more close.
Finally, the country wus covered with a juicy but
bitter plant, called here kah shitar, but improperly,
as it has no thorns, and can hardly be said to
have leaves: it is, however, eagerly eaten by
camels. About mid-way was a small chishma, or
brook, supplied from a bot spring in the adjacent
hills, called the spring of Lidkha; it had a strong
sulphurcous taste. It is held in repute for allevi-
ating disorders of the intestines, but its compo-
sition would more obviously indicate its efficacy
in cutancous affections. Inapplicable as a bever-
age, at least, to persons in health, it is made avail-
able to the irrigation of the neighbouring lands;
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and cultivation again commenced at this point:
Many huts were scattered on either side, as we
followed on the road, particularly on our right,
and numerous canals of irrigation intersected our
course. At length, passing on our right the vil-
lage of Kichi, we halted about half a mile beyond
it. In front was a long line of large bér and mi-
mosa trees. The town of Shidia, represented as
surrounded by walls, and having two gates, with
a bazar nearly as large as that of Jell, was visible
about four miles distant, bearing north-east.

Next day, clearing the grove of Bérs and mi-
mosas before noted, we traversed occasionally much
stony ground, broken by ravines and the beds of
hill-torrents. We were now crossing the western
extremity of the level desert track, known as the
Shikarpir Pat, and of notoriety for the number-
less depredations and murders committed on it by
the predatory bands of Baloches. Our kéfila moved
under some apprehcnsion, as it was known that the
exiled Rinds on the frontiers of Sind had collected
a large body of horse for a foray in Kachi; but
its destination was kept a secret. The latter part
of our march, led under low eminences beneath the
superior range ; and on one of these was the tomb
of Haji Marri. Our situation here was pleasant ;
but during the day the minds of our party were
ill at ease, it being a spot likely to be visited by
the Rinds, in casc thcy moved in thig direction.
The Pat being destitute of water and forage, the
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predatory bands in their excursions are compelled
to make sudden dashes at the usual places where
kéfilas halt, and not finding them, they as preci-
pitately shift their quarters. In like manner, in
their inroads into Kachi, they move swiftly on
the place selected for plunder, and, successful or
otherwise, retire with equal celerity. As evening
drew near, my friend Kalikdad, who throughout
the day had sought many fills in his Hafiz, re-
covered his serenity of mind. He observed, that
the danger was now past, the object of the Rinds
in attacking kafilas being to carry off the cattle,
which they drive away when feeding in the jangal.
Moreover, he felt secure, that if they arrived here
on the morrow, it would not be until meny hours
after he had left the ground, as these robbers
always march by day. Water was at some dis-
tance, from springs among the low hills to the
west. About a mile to the north-east of our
position was a large heap of stones, said to be
the boundary-mark between the territories of Kalat
and Sind; near it were two obelisks, said to be
also limitary monuments. Deer abounded in these
parts, and the wild ass is reported to be some-
times seen on the Pat. A plant, called machilik,
bearing yellow flowers, and having a succulent root,
was common under the low jangal bushes. The
same is found in the neighbourhood of Liya and
Bakkar, west of the Indus, and the root employed
as a horse-medicine.
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Our next march led over a level naked surface
until within three miles of the town of Déra Ghaibi,
when commenced a vigorous cultivation of jdar, to
the east occasionally intermixed with patches of
dense jangal. To the west the country was open
to the foot of the inferior hills, distant perhaps three
miles. The superior range was not nearer than
eight to ten miles. Déra Ghaibi comprises a few
mud houses, chiefly the dwellings of Hindds, and
a large number of huts, and is the frontier town of
Upper Sind, in this direction. Here resides Wali
Mihomed, the chief of the Chéndi tribe of Baloches,
who can raise, as is given out, twelve thousand
men. The district, of which this town is the capital,
is called Ch4ndia, and is held in jaghir by this leader
and his followers. It is to this tribe that the pre-
sent Talpiri chiefs, or amirs of Sind, are principally
indebted for the authority they now possess. Haji
Bijar, the father of the four brothers, Fati Alj,
Ghilam Ali, Mir Kerim Ali, and Mordd Al
who first shook the power of the Kalorah rulers,
after a pilgrimage to Mecca, repaired to Nassir
Khén of Kaldt, and strove to engage him in his
designs of overthrowing the Kalorahs. The Baloch
chieftain at first inclined favourably to Haji Bijar's
views, but on the offer by the Kalorah chief of
a large sum of money for the delivery into his
hands of the factious H4ji, he was about sacrificing
his honour to his profit. Haji Bijar, informed
thereof, fled to Ghaibi, father of the present Wali
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Méihomed, and then chief of the Chéndi tribe.
Ghaibi took up his cause, and by his assistance
Hiji Bijir became master of Sind, with the no-
minal title of Vazir, much in the same manner as
Fati Khin placed himself over the indolent Shéh
Méhméd in Afghénistin. The present chiefs of
Sind have always shown a great mistrust of the
Chéndi tribe, and lose no oecasion to weaken and
to divide it. It is an old and true saying, that a
fool kicks away the ladder by which he rises, and
the Chéndi chiefs, with unpardonable simplicity, ex-
pected from the prince in power the condescen-
sion shown by the fugitive H4jf. During the early
part of the Talpir sway, when there was dread of
the Afghéns, necessity dictated liberality, and the
Chéndi chiefs, as those of other tribes, were in
receipt of large sums of money from the govern-
ment. When the Sindi rulers ceased to fear from
the Afghéns, owing to their intestine commotions,
and from the Baloches, owing to the feeble sway
of the successors of Nassir Khén, they discontinued
their largesses. The Chédndi resources were now
limited to the scanty returns from a sterile tract
on the north-western frontier, and their chief was
embarrassed to meet his expenses. Latterly, how-
ever, the inundations of the Indus have increased
westernly, or a greater portion of its waters have
been directed into the canals and branches from it,
from which Déra Ghaibi has derived benefit. Still,
the chief is sorely dissatisfied, and would, possibly,
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join any invader of Sind that might appear, except-
ing, perbaps, Ranjit Singh. Wali Mahomed is
personally brave, and in the several military ex-
peditions he has made has been uniformly suc-
cessful. He has defeated the Magghussis of Jell,
the father of whose present chief, Ahmed Khan,
was slain in a battle with the Chandis; he has been
victorious over the Marris, whom he pursued into
their hills; and over the Kaidrénis, whom he sig-
nally discomfited in their own country. He is now
hostile to the Rinds, and in alliance with the
Magghassis. Abhmed Khén, their chief, when a
youth, and some years ago, after a severe defeat by
the former tribe, took horse and rode to the house
of Wali Mdhomed at Déra Ghaibi. He told him,
that he came personally to absolve him from his
father's blood, and to crave his assistance, that the
tribe of Magghassis might not be exterminated.
Wali Mahomed hastened with hjs troops, and
checked the Rinds in their career of devastation.
We afterwards learned, that the Rinds had made
a dash at Shddia; that they had made some bboty,
and had killed three or four individuals. Wali
Mihomed sent to Wali Méhomed Ligéri of Lar-
khéna, who is called the Vazir of Sind, and has
charge of the state interests on the northern fron-
tier, for permission to march, as an ally of the
Magghassis, and to intercept the Rinds on their re-
turn. The vazir withheld his sanction, and be-

stowed many opprobrious epithets on the Chandi
K2
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chief. He declared, that if he marched he should
never set his foot again in Sind.

Near Déra Ghaibf is a branch, or rather canal from
the Indus, which flows southernly to Jii, and falls
into the Néri, an arm of the great river, a little
before its junction with lake Manchir. Wali M4-
homed is partial to Afghéns, and never exacts duty
from their kifilas, while rigidly enforcing it from
Bréhdis and HindGs. He was not at Déra while
we halted there, but Kéilikddd sent a due offering
of raisins to his family. _The chief is now aged, and
is represented to be zilim, which may mean tyran-
nical or oppressive, or merely that he governs his
tribe with a strong hand.
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CHAPTER VII.

Amil.— Panic of Hind(is.—Got Ghai—Feridabdd.—Wild melons.
— Got Hissén. — Giimbaz Borah. — Site of Vrij. — Zirat
Mir Nassir MAhomed.— Tombs. — Evening solemnities, — G4j
rivulet. — Route to Khozdér.—K#likd4d's sale.—Musical guide.
~—Jiii.— Bah&wal Khén.—Jamali tribe.— Increase of water.—
Penalties on Hind6s. — Chinni. — Tombs and ‘zidrats. —Low
state of religion.— Shrine worship.—Btibak.—Repute of Trennf.
—Dog stolen. — Baloch Got.—Villages near Séhwan.—Diwén
Sangat’s entertainment, — Old fort of Séhwan. — Mound. —
Reliques, — Their purport.— Conjectures.—Modern buildings.—
LAll Shéh Béz. — Ilustrious pilgrims,— Establishments. — Re-
venues. — Rindistin. — Mirfi Khén.— Recognition.—Venal col-
lectors. — Inflexible Saiyad. — Fees. — -8b, — Fossils,—
Hot springs. — Their character. — Sulphur .mines. — Rude re-
mains. — Tanda Mahf.— Got HindG.—Reappearance of Saiyad.
— Fresh claims.—Malgari.—Gohar Basta. — Pokar. —Cories—
Wad Déra.—KAélikdéd’s fraud.—Do R4h.—T4nah.—BfilfGts.—
Namadis. — Kéfila arrangements. — B1ilftit honesty. — Their
country. — Remarkable Gohar Basta. — Its construction. —
LGmris. —Dégghar-di-Got.—Arrangements.—Ceremony.—Bil-
fiit civility. — HindG prayers.— PérarG.—Biilfut indulgence.—
Baloch family. — Opium-pills.— Hab river..—Suspicious people.
— Credulous Baloches. — Inquiries and predictions. — Huts. —
SGomifini.—Balfut choice and reward.

WE had now gained the borders of Sind, an
orderly, and well-regulated country in comparison
to that we had left; and we had no longer doubts
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as to the safety of the road, or apprehensions from
bands of Rinds, or other marauders. Our route led
along the western frontier, where well-defined hill
ranges confine the valley of the Indus. A little
beyond Déra Ghéibi were, on our right hand, several
gumbazzes, or tombs with cupolas. About a mile
before reaching Amil fields of jiar commenced, and
extended to the town. The road was continually
divided by bands. Amil contains about one hun-
dred and fifty houses, a few built of mud, the
dwellings of the Hindis, and the remainder huts.
It has a small bazar. Here resides a relative of
Wali Mihomed, who visited KAlikddd, and pre-
sented a sheep. We found the Hindiis in great
consternation, as an order had just arrived from
Haidarabad to levy twelve hundred rupees from the
town. They were preparing for nocturnal flight.

About a coss from Amil we passed, on our left,
a small walled village, called Got Ghai, and about
a mile beyond it two or three buildings, said to
be a daramsila, and HindG zidrat. To the west,
the plain, as usual, was clear to the hills. Extensive
fields of jidr preceded our arrival at Feridabad.
This is a small town, with a few mud houses, and
many huts. The bazar is considered larger than
that of Amil. The superior range of hills, distant
four or five miles.

In our progress next day we passed several tombs
with cupolas, on the right hand. Cultivation was
general, and besides jidr, some méing was seen. A
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species ‘of wild melon was abundant over the fer-
tile soil. It is called mihdl; attains the size of a
turnip, and is used, dressed with ghee, or clarified
butter, as a condiment, by the people. Several
villages were observed to the east. Got Hiissén
Khén, where we halted, had a trifling bazar. In
our route from Got Hiissén Khin we passed the vil-
lage of Bfigh, with a bazar. Cultivation on the road
was more or less general. A very fragrant plant
was common on this march, which deliciously per-
fumed the night breeze. As it was dark I was
unable to observe it. By daylight we beheld, to
the east, in the distance, a large building with
three cupolas, called Gimbaz Borah. It is, in fact,
an ancient masjit, and as we came parallel to it
we observed around it ruins for a great extent.
We were told it was the site of Vrij, a town
often mentioned in the annals of Sind. It is re-
presented as entirely deserted. A few mfllas and
fiquirs dwell at the masjit, where a naghra, or
drum, is beaten morning and evening. At our
halting-place was a large burial-ground, where
many of the Kalorah family were interred, when
Khodébad, said to be twenty cosses to the east,
was their capital. One of these, Mir Nassir M4-
homed, has become & saint with the Jet tribes;
and his tomb is a place of pilgrimage to multi-
tudes, who are taught to believe that their wishes
are to be realized through the favour of the saint.
His tomb is crowned with a cupola, and is enclosed
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within square turreted walls, painted on the ex-
terior with rude representations of flowers. A na-
géra is beaten here; and the revenue of the con-
tiguous land is appropriated to the support of the
edifice and of its little establishment. In the bu-
rial-ground are about twenty-five other cupolas,
all of them fantastically decorated, and painted
with coarse glaring colours. There are a vast
number of graves, more or less conspicuous. To
the south is a large pond of water, with high
banks: the fluid is palatable, but muddy and of-
fensive to the sight. It supplies three small agri-
cultural hamlets contiguous. Within a mile east
of the tombs is a considerable damb, or artificial
mound, at whose base, near some remains of walls,
is a zidrat, also of repute, and which has its nagéra.
In the evening the deep and solemn intonations
of these rival nagdras, with those of the neigh-
bouring Borah masjit, produced an impressive effect.
One could have imagined he had been transported
back to the old times of Buddhism.

The next day’s march brought us to the southern
bank of the Gé&j, riid khéna, or rivulet. Distance
from Ziarat Mir Nassir Mdhomed, said to be seven
cosses. Our route led over a well-cultivated tract,
without any fixed village on the line of road, but
there were many discernible to the east. There
were, nevertheless, numerous collections of Baloch
huts. The course of the G&j was visible some time
before we reached it, its banks being fringed with



MUSICAL GUIDE. 137

tall tamarisk-trees. 'We found a tolerable stream of
water in its bed, which was esteemed an unusual oc-
currence. We crossed it and halted. Near us were
a few huts of the Jaméli tribe, who inhabit the
country from the Gij towards Séhwan; and a little
lower down, on the stream, was a village called
BibGr-di-Got. The bazar village of Talli was dis-
tant about three miles east; and another, named
Pilji, about four miles south-east. The point
where the G4&j issues from the hills, marks also that
where the road leads through them from this part of
the country to Khozddr, and from our position bore
due west. Here Kilikddd made some sales of
Taisins to Hindiis of the neighbouring villages, and
gave one parcel to a man he had never seen before,
taking in payment a draft, or order, on a brother
Hindd at Jdi. I asked him if he might not be
deceived. He thought it unlikely.

Proceeded to Jiii, distant, by computation, eight
cosses from the bank of the Gaj. After clearing
the cultivation near the stream, we crossed a level
tract much intersected by bands and water-channels.
We did not follow the actual path, as Kélikdad had
taken the precaution to hire a guide for this march.
This fellow, on being told he was a bad guide, re-
plied, that he was a good singer of songs; and in
truth, apparently careless as to what route he led
the kéfila, he never ceased singing from the outset
of his journey until we arrived at JGi. The object in
hiring this man, was to pass wide of some marshy
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land, said to lie on the direct road. As we started
at midnight, by daybreak we were in sight of Jdi,
the country to our east abounding in villages. In
the vicinity of the town the surface of the soil was
in many places covered with water. A few deep
and broad trenches much incommoded the passage
of the laden camels. Fields of jiir extended east-
ward. To the west a slight jangal stretched to the
superior hills, distant a good march, or eight to
ten cosses. We halted under the walls of the
town, which comprises about two hundred houses,
with comparatively a flourishing bazar. Ordinary
supplies are readily procurable. It is surrounded
by a mud crenated, but dilapidated wall of fif-
teen feet in height. The only prominent build-
ing of the place was a new masjit, built by Ba-
hawél Khén, chief of the Jamaili tribe, which, like
the houses, is erected of no moxe costly mate-
rial than mud. At the south-west angle are the
remains of a small mound, of more solid structure,
originally formed with kiln-burnt bricks. This town
is the little capital of a small district, held in jighir
by the Jaméli tribe of Baloches, whose chief, Ba-
hawal Khén, resides near the hills, for the conveni-
ence of grazing his flocks and herds, in which he is
wealthy. This district commences northernly at the
G4j rivulet, and southernly it extends about three
cosses beyond Jdi. West it is bounded by the high
frontier hills, and east its limits reach to the Nari
branch of the Indus, where there is a thriving village,
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called Bahiwalpir, seated on its banks. The Jamali
boast of being able to raise seven hundred fighting-
men. They have the singular custom of never selling
milk, averring they retain it for their guests. The
Marris, another Baloch tribe, for the same alleged
reason, will on no account sell roghan. The Lar-
kéana canal, or branch of the Indus, was said to be
distant about a coss to the east of Jdi, and sup-
plies the bazar with fish. The main stream,—by
which I hardly know whether the Nari or the
Indus itself was meant,—was affirmed to be eight
cosses distant. It would appear, that during late
years a far greater supply of water enters the canal
than formerly, and even causes it, like the parent
stream, to inundate. Jaf heretofore experienced
distress from having no water immediately near;
now, its numerous canals are overflowing.

Kalikdad made sales here of madder and raisins.
The order given by the Hindd at the G&j river
proved worthless on presentation. I was inclined to
joke with my friend on his simplicity, but he was
not willing to allow that I had reason. There was
no Hindd, he said, in Sind, who would venture so
egregiously to defraud a M{ssulmén, for the penalty
would involve the forfeiture of his property to ten
times the amount of the fraud, and his being forcibly
made a Mahomedan. This penal regulation seem-
ed ingeniously framed to protect the Missulméin
against the sharper witted Hindd, as well as to in-
crease the number of proselytes to Islim. Kalik-
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dad, however, was right in his estimation, for the
Hindi came toiling to Jii with the money. He
declared he knew that the order was useless, but
feared that had he not given it the raisins might
have been refused to him.

From Jii, four computed courses led us to Chinni,
a town adjacent to the low hills, dependent on the
superior range. Many of the eminences were
crowned with gimbazzes, or tombs, marked by cu-
polas. Some of them were handsomely carved, and
their material was yellow stone. Sind is a great
country for tombs and zidrats. The abundance of
the latter, if a proof of the state of civilization in
a country, is a certain one of the credulity of the
inhabitants. It is also evidence, altliough it may
seem, at first view, a paradoxical assertion, of the
low state of religion, for the people, who are prone
to pay homage to zidrats, will not be found fre-
quenters of the ordinary places of worship. Thus,
in Sind the masjits are neglected, while the ziirats,
or shrines, are flourishing. The natives, calling
themselves Méahomedans, have abandoned essen-
tially the religion of Islam, and have become vota-
ries to a new worship, that of shrines. Among the
Baloch tribes of the hills this is wholly the case;
indeed a masjit is rarely or ever to be seen among
them. There is much cultivation around Chinni,
and a good deal of pasture.  Its bazar has about
sixty shops.

. The road from Chinni led pleasantly along a fine
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tract of pasture, (low hills, or eminences, to our
right, and a plain stretching eastward to the Nari,
and lake Manchir,) to Trenni, a small village with
its complement of gimbazzes. Bibak, on the
borders of the lake, was a conspicuous object from
this place, either that its houses were elevated, or
that it was seated on a mound. Its climate is
vaunted, and both Trenni and Chinni were much
favoured in this respect, and also in their sitna-
tion and grass-land. Biibak is said to contain
nearly a thousand houses. Contiguous thereto were
the villages of Razi and Barani. °*Séhwan was
pointed out east. Trenni has a singular and igno-
ble repute, that of dog-stealing. The dogs of kafi-
las, it is said, are sure to disappear at Trenni. - Ka-
likddd had picked up on the road a very large dog,
that had become habituated, and had travelled with
us for some days. He had always expressed his fear
that he should lose him at Trenni. We took all
precautions, doubled our watch, but in the morning
there was no dog.

Our route from Trenni led through slight jangal,
and its latter part was through sand to Baloch Got,
a small village on rising ground, with three or four
shops. Here it is customary for kifilas to halt,
until the duties payable at the town of Séhwan are
adjusted. A miserable fellow, called Misa, a Rind,
came from the village, and stationed himself with
the kéfila. His task was to watch that no loads
were clandestinely forwarded or secreted.
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Kilikddd repairing to Séhwan, I accompanied
him, being desirous to see the remains of the ancient
fort there. Our route from Baloch Got was through
a well-cultivated country, villages occurring at short
intervals. These had always a better and ancient
appearance, from being chiefly built of kiln-burnt
bricks, and from having one or more upper stories.
They were generally raised on capacious mounds.
Towards Séhwan large mimosa-trees are abund-
ant, and the road was pleasant, passing through a
grove. Low sand-hills occur just before reaching
the town, and the soil becomes affected by them.
We traversed the bazar, and took up quarters at a
fiquir's takia, overlooking the Aral branch of the
Indus, and immediately under the ancient fort.
Séhwan was computed at six cosses from Baloch
Got. Kalikdad noted his arrival to the officers of
Diwén Sangat, the farmer of the revenues, and they
came to ascertain the number of individuals in
company, that provision for their fare might be
furnished, as is the custom with the Diwin. We re-
ceived & due allowance of rice, flour, roghan, and
sugar. In conformity to the routine of business
here, a Saiyad and a Hind@, the one to check the
fidelity of the other, were appointed to return with
our party, and to ascertain if the particulars ren-
dered by the merchants were correct.

I inspected the old fort, which I found constructed
of kiln-burnt bricks around the sides of a huge
oblong mound. It was much dilapidated, but the
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entrances were still well marked. There was no-
thing, however, in its exterior appearance which
would justify an opinion of its great antiquity.
It might be one thousand years old, it might be
five hundred. The mound is artificial, or rather
chiefly artificial, for an eminence was originally here,
as proved by the masses of rock on the northern
face; and this has been made the nucleus of an
immense collection of earth. The mound may, or
may not have been formed considerably prior to
the walls, which face its exterior sides, and, contain
it. The chance is that it had a prior existence.
From the gatcs, cut through the mound, were streets,
which, although much choked up, and converted
by the action of centuries into water-courses, retain
the signs of their former destination in the masses
of brickwork, and similar indications, which yet in
some parts adhere to the sides. - Quantities of
burnt grain, as wheat and gram, are discovered in
some spots. On examination of these, I found they
were intermixed with fragments of bone and of
cocoa-nut shells, ample proofs that they denoted
spots of cremation. This fact also explains why
coins, trinkets,' and other trifles should be met with
so frequently, they being merely deposits with the
dead, as far as coins are concerned, and the trinkets
were attached to the corpse when consumed. I did
not see any of the coins found, but understand that
they are invariably Mahomedan, especially coins of
the caliphs. This circumstance would go far to
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prove that in their time the mound was a Hindid
place of cremation. At the same time, it may not
affect the antiquity of the walls, for it is as easy
to suppose that the Hindids converted a neglected
fortress into a receptacle for the ashes of their dead
as it is to suppose the converse, or that the Maho-
medans converted a Hindd cemetery into a citadel.
In the latter case, however, and it is not impossible,
the walls themselves have not an antiquity beyond
that of the Caliphs. Like every other person who
roams about these ruins, I found a relique, but an
insignificant one, a copper ornament, which my
companions pronounced an ear-ring.

There are the remains of buildings on the mound
sufficient to point out that it has been occupied
at a comparatively recent date; and part of the
outer wall of a tower above the western gateway,
rising, indeed, above the level of the mound, ex-
hibits interiorly a few niches, seeming to show
that the apartment was an inhabited ome. The
town of Séhwan itself is seated on a mound or
mounds, a little inferior in height only to that of
the castle, and the base of these towards the east
has been secured by being faced with masonry.
At the present day, it is far less famed on account
of its antiquity, or of its reputed founder, Seth,
than as being honoured with the shrine of the
illustrious Mahomedan saint, Lall Shih Biz. Who
he was is not decisively known; whether, as the
attendants at his shrine pretend, a saint of some
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distant region, or, as some aver, a successful pur-
loiner of his neighbours’ cattle. However this may
be, if he be even a fabulous saint, created on the
wreck of a Hindd one, the repute of his shrine is
well established, and LAll Shih Béz has become
venerated with the emphatic title of the Pir of the
KohistAn. The favours of the saint are, of course,
granted in proportion to the value of the offerings
of pilgrims; and it may be presumed that the
treasury of his temple is rich. The amirs of Sind
have testified their piety by many costly donations,
and are wont, at times, to repair to® Séhwan to
implore the good offices of Léall Shih Béz. The
profligate vazir, Fati Khén, at some risk, clandes-
tinely visited this shrine; and no doubt went away
satisfied that he had left his sins behind him. The
buildings attached are very numerous, and some
of them sufficiently splendid; the principal is
crowned with a large cupola. The establishment
of attendant millas and faquirs is also ample, and
food is distributed to indigent pilgrims and mendi-
cants. Much ceremony is observed in the ap-
proach of pilgrims to the shrine, and the rolling
murmurs of the nagira accompany the steps of
the awe-stricken men. Amongst the wonders of the
place are two tigers, enclosed in cages. Séhwan
being one of the more eminent towns of Sind
west of its river, is held by one of the amirs, and
was now enjoyed by Mir Mordd Ali. The revenues
of the town are annually exposed to sale, and the
VOL. 1L ' L
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purchaser this year was the Diwan Sangat, who,
in like manner, had acquired the revenues of Tétta.
The district dependent on Séhwan extends to the
lake Manchir, and is very fertile in grain. Be-
tween Séhwan and Baloch Got the district is held
in jéghir by a branch of the Utan Zai, the prin-
cipal Rind tribe, who have dwelt there for three
‘generations, and have conferred on it the name
of Rindistin. From this branch Mir Mordd Ali
has taken a wife, who is the mother of Mir Nassir
Khin. In our journey to Séhwan we met on the
road, returning from a visit to the zfarat of Lall
Shéh Béaz, Miri Khén, the present young sirdér,
or chief, of these Rinds. He was attended by
some fifteen mounted followers, on horses and
camels; two or three of them carried hawks. He
was corpulent, and appeared thoughtless; and his
reputation for sense I found accorded with the me-
diocrity of his appearance.

The saiyad, and his colleague the Hindd, being
ready to start, we returned with them to Baloch
Got by the same road we had come to Séhwan.
On passing through the bazar of the town I was
recognized as a Feringhi by several people, but
the recognition was immaterial.

A day was passed at Baloch Got in satisfying
the cravings of the saiyad, the Hindd, and of Misa
the Rind. The Hindd was most easily contented,
and went his way; Mdsa made more difficulty,
‘but suffered his conscience to be soothed. The
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saiyad, however, remained, and it was difficult to
divine the extent of his expectations. It is fair
to observe that, if the inferior officers in Sind are
venal, and the collections of duty are vexatiously
made, the merchants of kifilas lay themselves open
to annoyance and exaction. They invariably exer-
cise their ingenuity to defraud the revenue, and
therefore place themselves at the mercy of the
collectors. Our saiyad, a remarkably sedate opium-
eating gentleman, exhibited the most inflexible
composure ; and he had completely the advantage
over his victims, for they could not march until
he uttered the word “mokal,” or “permission to
depart.” It was clear that he was quite indiffer-
ent as to the length of time he might detain the
kafila, as he must be well entertained so long
as it stayed. He made no demands; but on
Kélikddd and the others tendering him what they
judged due, he received it, and sat with the same
imperturbable gravity.as before, evincing no in-
clination to move; from which it was inferred he
was not satisfied. This farce was carried on during
the day; and it was evening when, having received
from Kailikddd twelve rupees and a quantity of
raisins and jira (carraways), and sixteen rupees
from Attda Mdhomed and the Kéndahdr kafila, he
pronounced the word so desired, “mokal,” and
took his leave.

We then marched to Garm-ib, distant from Ba-

loch Got four cosses. The jangal was considerable,
L2
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and some marshy ground impeded our progress.
Beyond, a dry open country again presented itself.
We passed a circular enclosure of masonry, clearly,
from its style and neatness, a remnant of other days.
At length we crossed the brook Garm-ab, flowing
through a grove of mimosas, and halted imme-
diately beyond it. I proceeded to its sources, about
three hundred yards from our position. They issue
" from the foot of a low rock, made up of fossillized
shells. A deep basin is formed, shaded by small
bushes and plants; the water delightfully lucid,
glides easterly for about two hundred and fifty
yards, when it expands into & small pond, thence
anew flowing easterly, it descends upon the plain,
providing for the irrigation of the neighbouring
lands. I bathed about eighty yards from the
sources, and was surprised at the warmth of the
water, a8 well as much gratified with immersion.
The water is drunk, and has no perceptible taste.
Numerous little fishes play in its transparent stream.
There are many springs in these countries whose
waters, warm in the morning, become cold during
the day ; but this of Garm-ib is really a hot spring,
preserving its temperature at all times and seasons.
I was told that its temperature increased in winter,
but it is possible it only then becomes more pal-
pable from the lower state of the atmosphere. I
have before noted the sulphureous spring of L&khs,
some twenty miles south of Jell; there is another
a little below Séhwan, on the hills west of the



SULPHUR MINES. 149

Indus, and again other very hot springs near Ka-
rachi. These several springs are found in the same
line of hills, and those the inferior ones at the base
of the superior range dividing Sind and Kachi from
Balochistin. They extend from the Bolan pass to
the ocean. The springs are found also under the
same condition, or accompanied with fossillized
shells, as if on their original creation, the fossil-
lized mass had been gurgled up from beneath the
surface, through the vents afforded to them, and
had been subsequently condensed. These springs
may afford data for an opinion as to the epoch when
these hills were called into existence, which again
must have been after the deposit of the shells.
Under the same hills north of Jell, and west of
Sirdn and Sanni, are sulphur mines, showing that
the same character of formation distinguishes them
throughout their course. Immediately north of the
spring, and of the isolated hill from whose base
it gushes forth, is an artificial mound, strewed with
fragments of pottery, as was the surface of the soil
around. That this spot was anciently an object
of adoration, when natural phenomena were deemed
worthy of veneration, may be believed : at present
we have its grove and its charmed circle, but we
miss the temple. We were now about to enter
a region replete with rustic, yet sometimes massy
monuments of the former superstitions of a bar-
barous people. They bear a great analogy to the
ponderous Celtic vestiges of ancient Europe, and,
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like them, were constructed in the same primitive
state of society. It is not impossible that they
owe their origin even to the same races and super-
stitions. The name given to the spring of Garm-
&b is expressive of its warmth. The plain below
us to the east was spacious and well cultivated, and
plentifully sprinkled with hamlets. A superior
dwelling was pointed out as the Tanda Mahi, the
residence of a respectable chief.

The first part of our next journey traced the base
of the low hills on our right. Afterwards we cross-
ed a rid-kbana, its bed wide, and furnished with a
stream of water. It accompanied us on our right
during the remainder of our course. Turning the
base of a low hill, the waste was overspread with
perplik-trees, a few in blossom. In one or two
places the soil was of a dark red colour, friable, and
unctuous to the touch. Passing a burial-place on
our right, in which were some prominent tombs of
carved yellow stone, a little beyond it we halted
at the remains of an old building called Got Hindd.
This was supposed by my companions to have been
a fortress, its form being square, while circular
towers described the angles. There were, however,
peculiarities in the mode of architecture, which
made me suspect it to be rather an ancient religious
edifice. The walls were only two feet in height,
and I inferred they had never been higher. Their
breadth was about eight feet. The inner and ex-
terior surfaces were arranged with much neatness.
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The natives here call any old place, prior to their
time or conception, Hindd. We were now in the
country held by the Bilfiit tribe of Limris, who
extend in thé direction of Kardchi until, parallel
to Tétta, they are met by the Jikias, another Ba-
loch tribe. Our water was procured from the rd-
khina just noted. We had scarcely unladen our
camels when, to the horror of Kélikdad and his
brother merchants, the inexorable saiyad of Séh-
wan, with three attendants, on camels, made their
appearance. Sad evasion had been practised. He
affirmed, merchandize had been sold clandestinely
on the road, and the kafila must returns to Séhwan.
With much ado he was induced to dismount, and
to consent to remain until the morning’s meal—in
preparation—was ready. This delay gave oppor-
tunity for debate, and Kélikdad talked much of
his respectability and honesty, which the wary
saiyad never affected to doubt. The same farce
was enacted as at Séhwan; additional fees were
given before the unwelcome guest would depart,
and a fresh “mokal” was pronounced. I asked
Kalikdad if he had not exercised his ingenuity in
evading duty. He owned he had, but the Kén-
dahér merchants had overdone the matter.
Throughout the next march the road, always
level, led through a jumble of low hills, interspersed
with waste, speckled with low trees and shrubs.
We crossed the bed of a rfid-khéna, and winding
through a variety of small eminences, so exactly
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conical that T hardly knew whether they were na-
tural objects or artifical mounds, we halted at a
spot called Malgari. Water was found in the bed
“of the rid-khéna.

Our road, the following day, led generally along
an open valley, low parallel hills on either side.
Towards the end of our journey, we crossed the
bed of a rid-khéna, with water in it. Beyond it
we had on our right one of those ancient structures
to which the natives apply the name of Gohar
Basta. It was oblong; and by the disposition of
its walls, which in structure resembled those of
the building at Gét Hindd, described four apart-
ments, which faced the east. This antique vestige
was distinguished by the presence of some fine
déddrs, the first we had met with, although they
abounded in the following marches. We halted
at a spot called Pokar, which was clear and open.
Fragments of pottery strewed about the surface
here, proved that anciently it was honoured by
the presence of man. Now it is a solitude. There
were, also, a series of conical heaps of stones, of
large dimensions, and worthy of remark, as being
situated on the plain. Heretofore we had noticed
isolated ones, but seated on eminences. The summit
of a hill to the south-west was crowned with so
many of these cones that they gave it the appear-
ance of being turreted. I was left to conjecture
whether they were recent tombs or more amcient
monuments. That they were the latter, their oc-
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currence in such a spot, marked by its gohar basta,
and other evidences, might tend to substantiate.
The hills in the neighbourhood yield a red powder,
which the natives are willing to believe sindir,
or the red oxide of lead. Water was procured
from a rGd-khéana.

We thence traversed a fine level plain, neglected,
indeed, but with good soil, and free from stones.
On gaining a low detached hill, we skirted its
base, having to our left a rd-khina. This we
erossed, and halted immediately on its bank. About
half & mile east of our ground was a_small village,
called Wad Déra, where resided Mir Khén, a Bialfat
chief, who collects a transit-fee of a quarter rupee
on each camel-load of merchandize. I followed
the path, which led among the jangal to the village,
and was recognized by the Hindds, of whom there
are some, to be a Feringhi. The men of the kifila
inquired for honey here. Mir Khén paid Kélikdad
a visit, and brought him a fine ddmba, or fat-tailed
sheep. The merchant, nevertheless, did not scruple
to deceive him most egregiously-in the amount of
duty paid.

From Wad Déra our march was over a fine
level surfacé, slightly wooded with bér-trees, and
those called kiber, pélG, ghwinghi, &c., with the
plant hishwirg. A variety of mimosa predomi-
nated. The tittar, or partrilge, was plentiful.
This march, called of eight cosses, I suspeet was
nearer twelve, for it was one of the longest we
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had made. We finally halted near some small
eminences occupying the face of the valley, and
having higher hills on either side of us. These
were, as usual, marked by conical heaps of stones.
From Do Réh (the two roads literally) led a road
to Jiriki and Haidarabdd, and the other we were
following, to Kardchi. The riid-khdna we crossed
at Wad Déra was on our left throughout the march ;
we again came upon it at Do Réh, and derived
from it our water. Our next march, a long one
of twelve cosses, was made over a country exten-
sively open, and free from large hills. The waste
was overspread, as usual, with slight jangal. A
village occurred on our right, with a burial-ground
and zifrat, amid a grove of trees. Hence the soil
became somewhat sandy, and our road traced the
base of a low hill on our left, until it terminated.
From this point our course inclined westerly to
Got Arab, or, as sometimes called, Ténah, where
we halted. This is a large village of huts, where
sometimes resides Ahmed Khén, the chief of the
Bilfits. There are many Hindés at it. Here a
transit-fee of a quarter rupee per load is again
collected on the merchandize. The chief was not
present, and the amount was paid to his mother.
The Bilfits boast ef comprising twelve thousand
khénas, or families, and as many fighting-men ;
which any one would be inclined to doubt who
had traversed their country, and, excepting the
two or three small villages; had not seen a house
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or hut in it, and scarcely a human being. They
are a tribe of the great LGmri community, and
are denominated Lidmri Bdrénis, in contradistinc-
tion to the Lémri tribes of Las, called Lassis.
In the public records of Sind they are called
Namadi, by which designation they are mentioned
in the treaty between Nadir Shih and Mahomed
Shéh of Delhi. There are two important divisions,
the Béppahdni, whose chief is Bila Khén, and
the Amalani, whose chief is Ahmed Khén. These
are again numerously subdividled. Ahmed Khin
holds in jighir the bazar village of Kotli, on the
western bank of the Indus, opposite to Haidarabad.
It is about five years since duty was first allowed
to be collected by the Ltmris. Before, kafilas
strong in number would sometimes pass through
their limits, but their camels, when grazing, would
be carried off, and occasionally a load or two would
be stealthily abstracted on the march. Faiz Ahmed,
the Babf merchant of Kalit, and cousin of Kélikddd,
who possessed some consideration with the amirs
of Haidarabdd, preferred a petition to them, that
the Ltimri chiefs should receive a small transit-fee
from passing kéfilas, and be held responsible for
any loss that befel them. Thé amirs approved the
suggestion, and the Lémri chiefs consented to the
terms. Since that time no instance of robbery
has been known, and even animals straying are
always secured and delivered up. If one be irre-
coverably lost, it is presumed stolen, and its value
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paid. These Lmris, or Bulfiits, as they generally
call themselves, lead a life entirely pastoral. The
little land cultivated is stocked with jdéri. The
extensive tract of country they spread over has
many tracts of good soil, and nothing is required
but the construction of bands to secure the rain-
water, and bring much of it under culture. That
it was once more peopled than at present is evi-
denced by the sites of former villages pointed out.
From Ténah an open level country spread for
about four or five cosses. We then neared some
small eminences to. our right, and upon the bank of
a water-course stretching from them we came upon
the most complete and singular gohdr basta I had
yet seen. There was exactly the same kind of
structure we had met with near Pokar; an ob-
long, divided by walls of masonry into four apart-
ments; but connected therewith, and north of 'it,
was another square erection, with projecting en-
trances. This was composed of huge stones; the
length of one was equal to fourteen of my spans, the
breadth five spans, the thickness only one span.
The extent of the oblong I found seventy-two of my
paces. At the head of the water-course, I learned,
were some works of masonry, and that they had
been penetrated by the Ltimris, who conjectured
that & spring of water had been, at some unknown
period, wilfully closed by them. They probably
opencd a place of sepulchre, and failing to discover
what they sought for, they found some trifling arti-
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cles, one amongst which they supposed to be a chil-
lam, or apparatus for smoking tobaccco.

GOHAR DASTA, OR CYCLOPEAN VESTIGE.

At some distance from these monuments we
crossed another rdd-khdna, withoit water, and I
was told, that to the right were other conspicuous
gohir basta. We made towards a detached hill,
visible in our front, under which we finally halted.
I was not satisfied with the cursory view I had
taken in passing of the structures I had seen,
therefore walked back with one of the camel-
drivers, and inspected them more at leisure; also
took a sketch of the square building. On our
return we met two Ldmris, one of them armed,
who asked my companion to let him examine his
sword. The Bréhiii declined, alleging, that good
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men did not part with their weapons. The Limri
said he was a staunch sipdhi, or soldier, and, after
some jokes, we parted. Close to this halting-place
was a village of huts, called Dédgghar di Gét;
amongst the population were a few Hindds. On
the hills were some of the conical stone monu-
ments.

There fell a smart shower of rain here, from which
we sheltered ourselves under the projecting ledges of
the rock. I made an agreement with a Bilfiit to
conduct me to Stinmiani, as I did not know how I
might be received at Kardchi, and I did not wish
Kailikddd to incur trouble on my account. This
man provided a running-camel, and engaged to con-
duct me to Sinmidni in three days, receiving four
rupees in remuneration. He had no idea that I wasa
Feringhi; and I made over to Kéilikdad my compass,
and other things which were as well not to be seen,
and stuffed them into my pillow, keeping with me
my kirzin, or saddle-bags, filled with clothes and
books. Kilikdad was to bring the pillow, as he would
visit SGnmidni in a few days. The kafila started
by night, and, I afterwards learned, reached Kardchi
in four marches, halting respectively at Tirk, Man4-
roh, Malaroh, and Kardchi. Two of Ahmed Khan’s
men accompanied it; from which I inferred the coun-
try was more peopled, and that more precaution was
necessary. At sunset one of these, mounting on
the loads, gave notice, as loud as he was able, that
.the country was God’s, and its BAdshah Mir Mérad
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Alij, and that any one committing theft should re-
fund in the proportion of one rupee to one pais, and
of one hundred rupees to one rupee. Without this
observance and caution, I was told, the simple value
of effects stolen could only he recovered. Kélikd4dd
and Attd Mahomed, although the kéfila had started,
to do me honour, remained with me the night at the
Bilfit’s house in the village, and in the morning
departed, recommending me to his care.

The Bilfit, as soon as he had breakfasted, went
in search of_his camel, and did not return until
noon. The beast was not secured, and again strayed
into the jangal, and could not be found. My com-
panion told me to keep a “ vadda dil,” or, my spirits
high; but I- could have wished there had been no
delay. The Liimris are certainly not a very delicate
race, and below even many of their neighbours in
the little arts and conveniences of life. The family
I had mixed with comprised only the Bilfit and
a young woman, about his own age, I could not tell
whether his wife or his sister. My companion, in
proof of his civility, would make me partake of
his wat, or boiled rice, and would ohnly allow me
to sip from that part of the wooden bowl which
had been already moistened by his lips. I was
heartily glad when the alternate meal was over.

Two or three hours before daylight next morn-
ing a loud chanting commenced in the village,
which, I learned from the Bilftit when he awoke,
was from the HindGs reading their granths, or, as
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he expressed it, worshipping God in their own way.
He then went in search of the came], and brought
it back with him a little after noon. He prepared
to start, telling me he would keep his word,
although his female companion wished him to
delay until the morning. We took our leave of
the village, and making good way, the road always
good, with low hills around us, we reached a place
called Pérard, where we passed the night with a
Baloch family.

My conductor was, like all the Limris, an opium
eater, and not only took a dose himself on starting
but administered one to his camel. The animal
became in consequence very wild for a time, and
ran here and there, little troubling itself about the
path, until the exhilaration of the opium had past.
My friend as the animal capered about did not fail
to encourage me, by telling me to keep a vadda dil,
and, what was as necessary, to lay tight hold of his
kamarband, or waist-shawl. We travelled nearly
the whole of the day. Huts were sometimes passed,
and the soil was sandy. The hills bore a very
different aspect, being now earthy ones, with abrupt
scarped sides, and tabular summits. We halted for
the night at a Baloch hut; the inmates civil, and if
the men were unseemly, the females were very
pretty. My Bilfit ate opium with every man he
met. The ceremony observed on such occasions
may be noted. The opium, formed into pills, is
placed by the fingers of the one into the mouth
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of the other, so that no man, unless alone, employs
his own fingers.

The next day we crossed the valley, through which
flows the Hab river. It presented & wild scene of
natural confusion, from the enormous masses of
rock scattered about it. Towards evening we
passed through some hills, and by night reached a
spot where there were many dwellings, and some
Hindds. Here, had I arrived by daylight, I might
have had an adventure; as it was, the people were
suspicious, and came in small parties of two and
three to reconnoitre, and went away. At length the
Bilfit found out a friend, and this put an end to
interruption. This man, I observed, always knew
some one individual at each place he halted at.

We started betimes in the morning, and tra-
versed a country rather of undulating heights and
depressions, than of hills. It was also better wood-
ed. At noon we reached a collection of Baloch
huts, where my conductor telling our hosts that
I had so many books, that if I lived among them
I should be revered as a holia, or saint, I was
asked to uscertain whether much rain would fall.
I, in turn, inquired the reason of their solicitude
about rain. Théy replied, that too much rain origi-
nated disease amongst their flocks, and that they
lost numbers of them. Thus provided with infor-
mation, I gravely turned over the pages of Duncan’s
Edinburgh Dispensatory, and, of course, predicted
that only a reasonable quantity of rain might be

VOL. 1L M



162 SUNMIANI.

expected. I was then asked to tell if some missing
goats had merely strayed, or had been stolen. An
examination of the Dispensatory naturally elicited
that they had only strayed. Another question was
put as to the direction in which they should be
looked for. The Dispensatory answered, in the
north, or the quarter in which they had been lost.
These simple folks were well satisfied, and prepared
for us cakes of bread ; and after our repast we pro-
ceeded for no very great distance, when we came
upon a large collection of huts, superior in construc-
tion to any we had before met with. There was
even much cultivated land. Here my Bdlfit had
an acquaintance, who pressed us to stay, which we
did, although we might have travelled farther.

We did not start until noon next day; two or
three young men intending to accompany us to
Stnmidni, which I found was close at hand. We
passed along a pleasant track, and rounding some
wooded knolls, entered upon the level plain of Las.
A short transit brought us to Snmidni, where I
was welcomed by my HindG friends. As my con-
ductor had behaved very properly on the road, I
asked him what I should give him as a present, in
addition to his camel hire. He selected my léinghi,
that he might make a display with it on his return
to* his village. It was an old and indifferent one,
but I had no other covering to my head, therefore
I took a ducat, far beyond the linghi’s value, and
told him he might take which he pleased. Ile was
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for some time undecided, looking at the linghi and
then at the gold; finally, summon