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¢ By the breath of flowers
Thou callest us from city throngs and cares,
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With their soft holy breath,  Thou hast not left
His purer nature, with its fine desives,
Unecared for in thix universe of Thine.”
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Wilt Flowmers.

WILD HYACINTH.—Iyacinthus non-
scriptus.

Claes HEXAXDRIA.  Order MoNocyN1a.  Nat. Ord. LILIACEE.
Livy TrIBE.

Every child who has wandered in the woods
in the sweet months of April and May, knows
the Blue-Bell, or Wild Hyacinth. Scarcely
a copse can be found throughout our land
which is not then blue with its flowers, for it
is to the woodland and the green lane, in
Spring, what the buttercup is to the meadow.
Growing near it we often find the beautiful
pinkish-white blossoms of the wood-anemone,
and before it fades away the hedges are getting
white, and becoming fragrant with wreaths of
the blooming May; but the primroscs have
almost all departed, and the violets are daily
more rare. The root of the Wild Hyacinth 1s
round, and full of a poisonous, clammy juice ;
indeed every part of the plant gives out more
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9 WILD HYACINTU.

or less of this juice if we bruise it Thougl
the root 1s unfit for food, and is uscless to us
now, vet in former times it was much prized.
In days when very stiff ruffs were worn, the
juice was made into starch, and cmployed
to stiffen linen. It served the bookbinder,
too, as glue, to fasten the covers of hooks.
The flower has a slight scent, but the chief
charms of the Blue-Bell are its beauty and
its carly appearance. It is but lately that
we have looked wpon bare trees, and ground
strewed with withered leaves, and when no
songs of joy were heard; and now the carly
flowers seem to say, in the language of Serip-
ture, “The winter is past; the rain s over
and gone: the flowers appear on the carth:
the time for the singing of birds 1s come; and
the voice of the turtle 1s heard o the land.”
Our Wild Ilyacinth is sometimes found with
white or flesh-coloured flowers, but the beauti-
ful garden Hyacinths, with double Dlossons,
arc hrought from different countries of the
Jast.









COMMON BROOM.—Cytisus Scoparius

Class DiapcLruisa, Order Drcaxoria. Nat. Ord. Liceunines o
Pra anp Brax Trrsr.

As the wood has flowers peculiar to it, and
the meadow and the cornfield have cach their
own blossoms, so there are some plants which
flourish especially on heaths and  conumons.
Far away, over wany a beath-land, we may
see the bright golden blossons of the “bonnie
broom :” and if, on some sunny day in July,
we stray among them, we may see the large
dark brown Broom-pods opening to let out
their ripe seeds. The blossoms seem to invite
the butterflies to linger about them, and the
bees keep a perpetual humming near them.
The Broom is useful also to man.  Someties
when roads are et down it is planted on
the sides of the banks, that its roots may hold
the erumbling carth together.  The bark 15
steeped 1w dt( r, that its hbrcq may be used in-
stead of flay, and the small twigs and branches
are serviceable in tannmg le ather. The young
boughs are made into brooms, and the voung
green buds are pickled in vinegar, and caten as
capers. When the shrub attains a good size
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its wood 1s hard, and is valuable to the cabinet-
maker for veneering. The plant varies much
in height, according to the soil and situation
on which it grows. When it is found on
exposed heaths, it is usually a low shrub; but
when it springs up on some sunny hill-side, or
1s sheltered by a neighbouring rock or thicket,
it 1s sometimes ten or twelve feet high. Tt
1s always an ornamental plant, for when its
flowers have passed away, its dark green
leaves and twigs remain.  Wordsw orth well
describes 1t :—

“Am I not
In truth a favour'd plant!?
On me such bounty summer showers,
That I am cover’d o’er with flowers
And when the frost is in the sky,
My branches are so fresh and gay,
That you might look on me and say—

LR

¢ This plant can never die. -









GERMANDER SPEEDWELL.—/Veronica
Chamadrys.

Class MoranpriA. Order Mowoaynia. Nat. Ord. Scropmu-
LARINEE —F16WoRT TRIBE,

Tais flower 1s often, by persons little
acquainted with plants, called the Forget-me-
not. In some places it is called Cat’s Eye;
but it is one of the numerous family of the
Speedwells.  These plants, whether growing
in field or garden, may all be known from any
others by this peculiarity, that the blossom,
which is cleft into four segments, has always
the lower segment narrower than the rest.
We have no less than cighteen wild kinds.
They are all blue or flesh-coloured flowers ; but
the Germander 1s the largest of all the common
species.  Among our spring flowers it is most
conspicuous, its brilliant blue blossoms lying
like gems among the bright May grass. At
that timne,

“The gorse is yellow on the heath,
The banks with Speedwell flowers are gay,
The oak is budding, and beneath,
The hawthorn soon will wear the wreath,
The silver wreath of May.”

Though an carly-blooming flower, yet some of
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; ' Thus the Liyv-le
its tribe are carlior still Thus the !,;- e
speeducll with hght'bluv ])1()5.~:()!11>, J—HH leaves
shaped like those of the ivy, Is very comon
in cultivated Tands, and among hedges ; and if
Mearch is fine, it may be found then, while 1t 1s
sure to be abundant in April. Country people
all it Winter-weed ; but the Procumbent
Speedwell, a plint with very small blue blos-
sows, and stems which lie along the ground,
is the first of all the Speedwells, and comes
amidst the winds and rains of carly spring-
time.  The Speedwells are not now considered
to possess medieinal properties 5 but they were
once believed to yield valuable remedies, and
were called by the Duteh, Honoar and Praise.
Several of the spécies grow in streams and
water-courses.  That common flower of the
stream-side, the Brooklime Speedwell; with its
smooth fleshy leaves, and hrilhant blue flowers,
was formerly caten nosalads. Its pungent
leaves are still mingled with water-eresses, and
sold in Scotland.  This plant 15 called by
botanists Veronica Beceabunga, and appears
to have derived s name from the Flemish
Beck-pungen, Mouth-smart.









BIRD’S-FOOT TREFOIL.—Zolus

corniculatus.

Nngs DravELenia.  Order Docasoria. Naf. Ord LEcuMINosz.
Pra aAxp Bran Trrse.

Twe rich green verdure of the summer
meadow is everywhere Drightened by this
pretty little blossom, which country children
call hy the old fomiliar names of Lady’s-
slipper, or Pattens-and-clogs.  The ancient
Greck authors wrote much of the Lotus, but
it appears that theyv had three plants Which
they called by that name. This, however, wa
one.  Several kinds of the Bird's-foot Trei(nl
grow not only m the sunny meads of the
Greeh 15Jes, but are abundant in most parts of
Southern Burope ; and the pods of one species,
which is much larger than onr common plant,
are o uscful article of diet among the poorer
mhabitants of Candia. The sceds of our native
species furnish food for birds only. This plant,
as well as another British kind, the narrow-
leaved Bird’s-foot  Trefoil, 1s very uscful for
making a permanent pasture for cattle, and is
sometimes sown with the white clover.  The
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narrow-leaved species is much like the common
kind, but 1s larger : 1t grows in moist, bushy
places, and by the sides of streams and rivers,
and its stems are more straggling. We have
altogether four wild species of the Bird’s-foot
Trefoil. The rare plant, called the Narrow-
podded Bird’s-foot Trefoil, which 1s found on
a few rocky places by the sca-coast, 1s, in one
variety, altogether much smaller than cither
of the others, and somewhat different in its
general appearance.  There is a very pretty
tiny flower on our sandy and gravelly soils,
called the Bird’s-foot, with white, pea-shaped
blossoms, marked with red lines, which is often
mistaken for a Lotus: but this belongs to a
different genus of plants, and is not a Trefoil,
having about six or seven pairs of leaflets on
its leaf-stalk.  Flowers formed like these are
called papilionaceous, or butterfly-shaped, and
plants with these blossoms have their sceds
n pods.









SCARLET PIMPERNEL.—Auayallis

arvensis.

Class PentaNDpRrIA.  Order Moxoayxia. Nat. Ord. PRIMULACEE.
Privrose TrIBE.

Every one knows the Scarlet Pimpernel,
our only wild flower of that colour, except
the scarlet poppy ; though there arc one or
two of a crimson tint, like the pheasant’s-
eye of the cornfield. The Pimperncl grows
everywhere; on the sandy heath among the
furze and broom, on the bank by the road,
and especially wmong the ripening corn, it
may be seen, on any sunny day, during July
and August. It has some pretty English
names, as the Shepherd’s Barometer, or the
Shepherd’s Warning, and  the Poor-man’s
Weather-glass.  These names are expressive
of the influence that a moist atmosphere has
upon the blossom, which is so scnsitive, that
long hefore we can be awarc of the approach
of rain, it closes up, and it does not open at
all upon a wet or even cloudy day, a circum-
stance which was carly noticed by Siv Francis
Bacon. It gives us no warning, however, after
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the middle of the day, for within two or three
minutes of two o’clock it closes its petals,
which remain folded until about seven the
next morning.  The botanical name is taken
from a Greck word, signifying, to laugh;
beeause the ancient Greek writers believed 1t
to be a useful medicine m liver complaints,
and thus favourable to good and cheerful
spirits.  Though it is not found, in our times,
to deserve this praise, yet its pleasant aspeet
and love of sunshine render its name a suit-
able one. A large number of seeds are in-
closed i little capsules, which, when ripe,
burst open all ronnd transverselv, and the
sceds afford a valuable sapply of food to many
of our song birds.  There 1s a blue variety of
this Pimpernel, which, though rare in many
places, is very abundant in others, especially
i Gloucestershire ; and sometimes we may
find a Pimpernel quite white, with a distinet
]mlp]lsh pink eye m the centre of the blossom.
There 1s also another species, a heautiful rose-
coloured flower, which grows on moist mossy
places, and 1s called the Bog Pimpernel.









HONEYSUCKLE.—Zonicera Periclymenun.

(lass PrxTaxoria. Order Monocynia. Nat. Ord. CAPRIFOLIACEE
Woopsine TrIBE.

Turre is hardly a wild flower of our hedge-
rows which delights us more by its fragrance
than does the Iloncysuckle.  During May
and Juue its blossoms are waving about the
bushes, or ereeping over the old rum or rocky
erag, i all parts of our island, and we wonder
not that pocts, both ancient and modern,
have sung of their sweetness, 1t had the old
name of Woodbine, but both Spenser and
Shakspeare call it by the older name of Capri-
fole, or Goat-leaf, which was given because,
like the goat, it clmbs over eraggy and ahno\t
um(cc\slblv p]au ; Or, as some writers say,
because these animals relish the leaves. It
has a similar name n other countries, for the
French term 1t Chevre-feaille, and the Ttalians
Caprifogho. At the base of its long tubular
flower lies the honey, which, though the bee
may not reach it, s extracted by the long
tongucs of the sphynxes and hawk-moths, that
may often be seen hovering about it.  After
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the blossomn has withered, in the months of
September and October, clusters of dark red
berries take their place.  They are very insipid
in flavour, and arc caten only hy children
and birds, but they add to the beauty of the
autumn woods and hedges. Plants which
climb around others, or on walls, always in
the same species take the same direction in
twining. Thus some plants, like the Honey-
suckle, and indeed the greater number of our
British climbers, follow the apparent course of
the sun, and turn from left to right; while
others are fuvariable in their habit of turning
in the contrary way. There are two other
species of wild Honeysuckle, but, unlike this,
they are not common.  One 1s the pale Per-
foliate Iloncysuchle, which has been found
woods in Oxfordshire and Cambridgeshire ;
and the other the still more rare upright Fly
Honeysuckle.









HHERB ROBERT, ox POOR ROBIN.
Geranium Robertianum.

Class MoNADELPEIA. Ordcr DECANDRIA. Naf. Ord. GERANIACEE.
GrranTUNM TRIBE.

Turre arc very few flowers of our native
land which arc more frequent than this pink
Cranesbill. A very beautiful little flower it
is, too; growing in the summer months,
under the bushes, on the sunny bank, among
the grass of the crag or cliff, and smiling on
the swumit of the ruined wall, or bencath the
broad decp shadow of the woodland trees.
When it grows on exposed situations, the
stems and leaves have a rich crimson colour ;
and often in autumn, when they linger on the
bank long after the blossoms have passed
away, they arc almost as beautiful as the
flowers themsclves.  The whole of this plant
is very hairy, and its stems are brittle. Its
odour cannot be praised, and after the flower
has been long gathered, it becomes very
disagrecable.  This scent is caused by a
peculiar resinous sceretion, which exists in
this, and scveral other species of Cranesbill.
In some of the species of other lands, the
resin is so powerful, that if a light be applied
to the stems, they will burn like torches, and
will yield, during the process of combustion,
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a very powerful and pleasant perfume.  The
Herb Robert is sometimes found with pure
white flowers.  Not only are the small bright
stars of this species seattered by our path-
ways, but no less than twelve other wild
Crancshills, almost all of them common plants,
delight the lovers of wild flowers: thev have
all red or purplish blossoms. A very com-
mon kind, which appears carly in April, and
blooms on till August, must he known to all
acenstomed  to notice wild plants, for 1t s
frequent on every bank or waste place, and in
every pasture. It has long spreading stems,
and broad roundish leaves, deeply cut mto
segments.  These leaves are of a pale grey-
green, and downy as velvet.  The flowers are
very small, and of a purplish-red colour.  We
call it Dove's-foot Cranesbill, and the French
term it also Pied de Pigeon. A great num-
ber of Cranesbills are enltivated in onr gar-
dens  One of these, the large purple-flow ered
Cranesbill, 1s common i many woods and
thickets, and is not unfrequent in those in tho
neighbourhood of London. It 1s a tall plant,
with handsome dark-blue flowers, as large as









COMMON MALLOW.—Malva sylvesiris.

( letss Moxaperpnia, Order PoLYANDRIA val, Ord. Mavy acxa.
Mavrow TriBe.

Tmis Mallow is very common throughout
England, ﬂmugh it 1s rare in Scotland. Clnl—
(hul call its young circular fruits cheeses;
hence, in some country places, the plant is
called eheese-flower  The  large  handsome
blossoms adorn  our Janes and fields, and
cluster in beauty on our waste places, from
June until August.  The leaves are cut into
seven lobes, and arve roundish m form, but
not so much so as I the species ealled the
Dwarf or Round-leaved Mallow.  Both our
wild and cultivated Mallows are wseful
medicine, on account of the mucilage which
they contamn.  The leaves are also botled, and
used by country -people as an application to
wounds and bruiscs.  Mallow tea is a medi-
cime much taken in Paris, not only for coughs
and calds, but for a varicty of malaches.
Several species were used as food by the
Romans, though which particular kinds they
praisc so ]uﬂhly we cannot now determine.
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This common species is cultivated in gardens
in Rosetta, and, boiled with mecat, is one
of the most common dishes of Lower Egypt.
The patriarch Job speaks of the destitute
persons who cut up Mallows by the root ; and
though we know not exactly the plant in-
tended, yet we know that in Arabia, and other
Bastern lands, Mallows are much caten by
the poor. Our common Mallow has a smaller
quantity of mucilage than the plant of our
sea-shores, called the Marsh Mallow. This,
however, belongs to the genus termed by the
botanist Althwa.

Besides the common, we have the Dwarf
and Musk Mallows. The latter is a tall
flower, with large handsome rose-coloured
blossoms, which, as well as the foliage, arc
fragrant in the evening. It is very abundant
on 1hany pasture-lands of our country ; but in
some places very rare. The Dwarf Mallow is
a more frequent kind, and may be casily
known by its roundish lcaves, and small palc
lilac flowers. These plants bloom from June
to September,









FIELD CONVOLVULUS.—Convolvulus
arvensis.

Class PENTANDRIA. Order MonoayN1A. Nat. Ord, CoFVOLVULACEE.
CoxvoLvuLus TRIBE.

OxE of the prettiest, though certainly one of
the most short-lived of all our twining wild
flowers, is the Field Convolvulus, or, as it is
often called in country places, the Bear-bind,
Withy-wind, or Bindweed. Its botanic name
is taken from Convolvo, to entwine; and
thosec who have noticed its elegant wreaths
of leaves and flowers, will acknowledge that
all these names are significant of its habit.
The pink delicate bells have a sweet scent,
much like that of almonds. Pretty as this
plant is, it is not welcomed by the farmer,
for it intrudes itself into all cultivated lands ;
winding its tough and curling stems around
the corn stalks, catching fast hold of peas
or beans, or any plant near it, and sending
its perennial and creeping root far into the
soil. There the roots grow very fast, throwing
out numerous shoots from all parts; and no
care of the agriculturist can prevent their
spreading extensively over the tield. When

No, 2.



18 FIELD CONVOLVULUS.

it covers a hedge-bank, however, as il often
does, its pink cups opening only to the sun-
shine, it 18 a beautiful adornment to the sumn-
wer landscape, and bees hover and hum about
it continually. Its presence is considered as
a certain iidication of a light soil, and 1its
time for blooming is in the months of June
and July. Besides this pretty pink Convol-
vulus, there is a much larger kind, equally
common in our woods and hedges.  This
is the Greater Bmdweed.  We often see it
hanging 1its large snowy bells over the trees
and shrubs of the garden, and it is an orna-
mental plant, though, like the smaller species,
a very troublesome “Weed to the agriculturist
It is not often a companion of the pml\ flower,

as it flowrishes chiefly in the neighbourhood of
streams and other moist places. It 15 called
by country people, Old Man's Nighteap.  There
is also a wild Convolvalus on our sea shores,
called the Sea Bindweed, with large rose-
coloured flowers and succulent leaves.









BUTTERCUP.— Ranunculus bulbosus.

Class PoLyaxpria. Ordcr Ponveysia. Nat. Ord. RANUNCULACES.
Crowroor TRIBE.

Turs gay meadow flower gives to the
landscape a bright and cheerful aspect, when
May has scattered it by thousands over the
grassy meadow, where 1t contrasts with the
multitudes of silver daisics. This flower has
an acrid bulbous root, which is emctic in
its propertics. Rather later in the year, two
other species of crowfoot or buttercup glisten
m the grass of the meads, and by every way-
side; these are the Creeping Crowfoot, and
the Upright Meadow Crowfoot. Both are
very similar in their appearance to this flower,
but the small leaves forming the flower cup,
are, i the bulbous species, always turned
back and drooping. All the Crowfoots con-
tain much acnidity, and they are mostly dis-
liked by cattle on this account.  The June or
Creeping Buttereup is a very noxious plant on
pasture-lands, for it has ereeping roots which
render it very difficult of extermination, and
if the cattle happen to cat it, it will blister
their mouths.  There is a little yellow Butter-
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cup, growing on tall slender stalks in the
corn-field, during Juuc, and known as the
Corn Crowfoot, which is eaten with avidity
by cattle, but which is a highly dangerous
plant for their food. Some sheep whlch fed
upon it, in mecadows near Turin, were killed
by its poison; and a French Ch('mlbt ASCeT-
tained that three ounces of its juice proved
fatal to a dog in the course of four minutes
after swallowing it. It may be known by the
very large and prickly seced vessels which
succeed the flower.  There is another SI)L('ICS
the Celery-leaved Crowfoot, with stout juicy
stems, bright glossy leaves, and very small
yel]ow ﬂowcrs common at the sides of streams
and ditches. Tf this flower is laid on the skin,
it will quickly raise a blister, nor is it cven
safc to carry a bandful of the plant to any
distance, as the hand is likely to become much
inflamed in consequence. We have fifteen
species of wild Crowfoot. The old writers
called them King-cups, Gold-cups, Cuckoo-
buds, and Mary-buds. The juice of the bulbous
crowfoot, if applied to the nostrils, causes
sneczing.









SWEET VIOLEY.—7Viola odorata.

Class PexTANDRIA.  Order Moxoeynia. Nat. Ord. VIOLACEE.
VioLer TRIBE.

Tux sweet blue and white Violets are among
the first favourites of our childhood. We
find them in March; hence our old writers
called them the March Violet; but they are
still more abundant in April than in the earlicr
month.  They grow on way-sides, and many
a copsewood m England might remind us of
the poet’s deseription :—

“ There purple violets lurk,
With all the lovely children of the shade.”

But it is not poets only who have praised
the Violet. Mahomet said of it that it excelled
all other flowers; and im Eastern lands it 1s
continually referred to as an image of sweetness.
The modern Arabians compare the evelids to
a Violet dropping dew; and the odour of its
half-hidden flower makes it a fit emblem of
modesty.  The sweet Violet is a native of
every part of Europe.  Lane, in his ““ Arabian
Nights,” says sherbet is made of the Violet
by pounding the flowers and boiling them



22 SWEET VIOLET.

with sugar. In Palestine it blooms with the
Narcissus as carly as the twentieth of January;
and it is i full flower during winter, in the
palm groves of Barbary, and in Jupan and
China. This flower was formerly eunltivated,
for medicinal uses, in great quantities at
Stratford-upon-Avon, and the syrup of Violets
1s still wsed by chemists, to deteet the presence
of an acid or alkali. The scentless species
called the Dog-violet has a much larger and
brighter flower, which grows on longer stalks,
so that, instead of liding itself among the
leaves, it often renders the bank of a lilac tint
by its blossoms. 1t begins to bloom in March
or April, and remains in flower long after the
sweet species has disappeared.  There are
six other kinds of wild Violet, icluding the
little Pansy or Heartscase of our ficlds; and so
numerous are Violets in other lands, that more
than a hundred species have been recorded.
Not one of them, however, has a sweeter
scent than the fragrant flower of our wood-
lands.  Besides the white variety of this
Violet, we sce it of pale blue, lilac, or even
red.
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COMMON PURPLE TREFOIL. ~

Trifolium pratense.

Class Diaperenia.  Order Drcanpria.  Nat. Ord. LEGUMINOSE.
PeA aAxp Brax Trise.

Tue sweet purple Clover, how pleasant
it makes our summer walk by its perfume !
and 1t 1s so attractive to the bees that one
always sces these insects gathering about the
pastures where it abonnds.  This is the Clover
so much cultivated for hay, the plant which
the Anglo-Saxons called cloeferwort, because
of its cleft leaves; from which also it has the
nanme of Trefoil. The triple leaf was, in former
days, in much repute as a charm against
magic, and our Clover was  said by old
writers to be not only “ good for cattle, but
noisome to witches.” Happﬂy, we of later
generations are no believers in such super-
Stmon\, but there was a day when not only
the simple villager, but the knight, wore
the leat on his arm, under the notion that
it rendered him safe from charms and spells.
The poet alludes to this old practice :—

“Woe, woe to the wight who meets the green knight,

Except, on his faulchion arm,

Spell-proof he bear, like the brave St. Clair,
The holy Trefoil’s charm.”
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We have seventeen species of wild Trefoil.
Several of them are purple, and some are
bright yellow, or of a pale brimstone colour, or
white.  The little yellow Trefoil is so connnon
that every onc knows it. It is shaped like
the Clover, but the heads of flowers are not
larger than a currant. The common White,
or Dutch Clover, is to be found in every
pasture land, and is also cultivated for its
useful herbage. Indeed, this White Clover
and our common purple species are two of the
most valuable herbage plants used in Euro-
pean agriculture, and they will grow on any
soils, though thriving best on dry chalky
lands. The white head of flowers i the
Dutch clover is upright, but the partial flower-
stalks bend down when the blossom withers,
so that the little pods which hold the sceds
hang covered with the petals of the dead
flowers.  This plant is, by many writers, con-
sidered to be the ancient shamrog, the badge
of Ircland; but others believe the original
plant to have been the Wood-sorrel.









WOOD STRAWBERRY.—Fragaria vesca.

Class Icosaxpria, Order Pouveynia. Naf Ord. Rosacex.
Rose TriBE.

Tur Strawberry is to be found in most of
the woods and thickets of our island, and its
white blossom is among the flowers of May and
the two following months.  As carly as March,
however, we may gather a plant so similar to
it, both i flower and leaf, that only a botanist
would mark the difference between them.  This
1s the Barren Strawberry (Pofentilla Fragari-
astrum), which grows on woods, banks, and
dry pastures. Unlike our wild Strawberry
flower, however, it is succceded by no rich
fruit. Our native fruits arc few, and the Straw-
berry is the best and sweetest of them all, and,
indeed, 1s unrivalled, for its wholesome quali-
ties, by any fruit cither wild or cultivated.
Country children well know its worth, but the
larger Strawherries reaved in gardens, are so
much more in use for desserts, that the wild
species 1s rarely sold in towns. In France,
Strawberries are used not only, as with us, as
a fruit for the table and for preserves, but for
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nml\mfr an agreeable drink, called Bararoise
ala G;wqw “Which consists of the juice min-
gled with lemon, sugar, and water.  The sweet
odour of the Strawberry well deserves the
allusion made to it in its botanical name, which
is taken from fragrans ; while our famihar one
of *fmwberry was probably given to it from
the old practice of thre: 1(1mg the fruits on a
straw, and thus offering them for sale, a prac-
tice still followed in some villages.  If we re-
move our wild Strawberry from the shade of
the woodland boughs, and plant it in a garden
where the sun can reach it, its flavour Trecotncs
sweeter. 1t was ]nobal)b the first species
cultivated in this country, and the Strawberry
was reared in the English garden at an carly
period.  Lidgate’s song, composed at a date
previous to the year 1153, shows that it was
sold in London about that time.
“ Then unto London T did me hye,
Of all the lands< it beareth the pryse,
Gode pescode owne began to cry,
Strabery rype, and cherrys in the ryse.”

The Hautboy 1s sometimes found in our

woods, but is probably not truly wild.









WOOD ANEMONE.—Anemone nemoroso.

Class PoLyaxpria. Order Ponveysia. Nat. Ord. RANUNCULACLE.
CrowrooT TriBE.

How pleasant arc the woodlands during
April and May, with the gentle waving of the
young leaves, the song of joyous birds, and
the sweet odours of violets, primroses, and
other spring flowers ! Then the Blue-bell waves
o cvery breath of wind, and the Celandine
alistens like gold, and the delicate Stitchwort
bends so low as the wind passes over it, that
we can hardly believe it will be left unharmed
by the breeze.

But not one of these blossoms 1s more beau-
tiful than that of our Wood Anemone, the
Wind-flower of the older writers, and which
15 still called by this poctical name i some
parts of our country.  Whether it was named
thus because it grows in the mountainous woods
where the wildest winds blow, as well as mn the
sheltered valley 5 or whether beeause its petals
are so light and delicate that the wind soon
raffles them, we know not.  In many woods
it is very plentiful, its light seed being wafted
by the spring winds, and its tough roots creep-
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ing extensively underneath the surface of the
qod

We have, besides this, three wild specices of
Anemone, all of them beautiful to look upon,
but all possessing very acrimonious, and several
of them highly poisonous propertics. Some
of the species which grow on American pastures
are well known to prove fatal to cattle.  All our
wild Anemones arc in bloom during April and
May, but no species is so common as that re-
presented by the engraving.  The beautiful
Pasque-flower Anemone (duemone Pulsatilla)
1s not, however, a rare flower in some counties,
where chalky soils abound ; the blossom, which
is mnch larger than that of the Wood Ancmone,
is of a delicate lilac colour. 1t is very silky,
and its tint is so clegant that it is a favourite
garden flower also.

The light blue Mountain Ancmone (Aie-
mone . Ipennina) is o rare a wild flower, that per-
haps it ought rather to be regarded as having
escaped from some garden near the spot where
it may be found ; and the yellow Wood Anc-
wmone (Anemone rannnculoides) is almost equally
rare. It has a bright ycllow blossom.









FURZE.—Uler Europeaus.
Class DiaveLraia,  Order DEoANDRIA:  Nut, Ord. Lucuyixoss
PEa AND Beax Trisg,

Wz are accustomed to look upon our com-
mon Gorse or Whin as one of the hardiest of
plants: and, growing upon our bleakest com-
wons, and bearing well, the sea-breeze, so
unfavourable to plants in general, it might
really scem to be so. Yet great heat or cold
is alike unfavourable to this plant, and it will
not thrive further to the south of Europe than
Provence, while in the regions of the north it
is unknown as a wild flower. In Russia it 1s
somectimes reared in the greenhouse, and it is
also regarded in Sweden as a tender plant.
What wonder, then, that when the great
Swedish naturalist saw our heaths covered
with it, it filled him with joy;

“ For Linnoxus

Knelt before it on the sod,
For its beauty thanking God.”

The common Furze is to be scen on almost
every heath, and gladdens many a sunny bank.
Goldsmith calls 1t ““the blossomed furze, un-
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profitably gay;” yet it is uscful to birds, and
bees, and butterflies, and many another living
creature.  But besides this, the young shoots
afford a good pasture for cattle ; and Knapp
observes that on several downs m Wales, Devon,
and Cornwall, the Furze-bushes assume com-
monly the appearance of large green dense
balls ; every tender leaf being vonstdntly shorn
down by sheep and rabbits.  The roots of the
TFurze are usctul, too, in binding loose soil, and
the plant is often grown on hill-sides for this
purpose.

Several of our poets refer to the golden
blossoms of the Furze, which are to be seen
gleaming in beauty, even when cold winds and
Snow lmvo thhucd almost all other flowers.
These remain,

‘“ A token to the wintry earth that beauty liveth still.”

The common Gorse begins to bloom in May,
and is beautiful even late m autumn ; while the
dwarf species, (Uler nanus,) which is very like
this, but smaller, blossoms m autumn : but the
flowers of both species may somectimes be
gathered throughout the winter.









CRAB ATPPLE.

(lass Icosaxvria.  Order PExTAGYSIA.  Nat. Ord. Rosaccx,
Rose Trise.

Malus.

Trw, indeed, are the wild fruit-trees of our
land, and fewer still are those whieh can claim
to be true natives of our soil, for some of those
now growing wild were introduced by the
Romans.  The Crab Apple, however, 1s a truly
British plant, and its richly tinted blossoms
grace our spring woodlands, and the fruit is
ornamental at a later scason of the year.  Our
wild apple is of little use, save that its juice
forms the verjuice of commeree; yet the harsh
austere crab of the wild tree is the origin of
all the valuable apples, the blossoms of which
render the orchard grounds of some counties
s0 beautiful.

Besides the many uses which we, in modern
days, make of the Apple, it was employed for
many others hy our ancestors. Thus, a cosnetic
was ionnmh made from the juice, and n some
discascs physicians preseribed, as a vemedy, that
the paticnt should hold, both sleeping and
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waking, a sweet apple in his hand, as its odour
was considered healthful.  The old herbalist,
Gerarde, also tells us of a valuable ointment
made in his time of the pulp of apples, lard,
and rosewater, which was called pomatuw,
from pomum, an apple, and was used to beau-
tify the shin. Before the troduction of the
Liop into this country, cider was in much more
general use than it now 1s, and old writers
complain that the use of that plant had “ trans-
muted onr wholesome beverage into heer.’
Cider appears to have been a drink of very old
use in thus country, and is probably the Sieder
of the ancient Britons. There is no doubt
that the Apple was caltivated in this land by
the Anglo-Saxons; and it 1 now planted
throughout Lurope as far as the siaticth degree
of latitude, and in the temperate parts of Asia,
and North and South America. 1t has been
observed that the Apple will flourish in the
open air in every land i which oaks thrive.
The fruit mentioned in Scripture as the Apple
1s probably the citron.









DOG ROSE.—Rosa canina.

Class TcosaNpriA.  Order PouvaynNia.  Nat. Ord. RosAcEE.
Rosr Triue.

Ix the rich hedges, which in many parts of
our island form so beautiful an enclosure to
ficlds, or meadows, there 1s not, in summer
time, a lovelier flower than the Rose. Though
smaller i size, and inferior in fragrance, to
Rosces of sunnier climates, yet are we able, even
here, to recognise it as the Queen of small
flowers. We have cighteen species of small wild
Rosc; some of them are rare, but scveral of
them are common flowers, and none more so
than the Dog Rose.  We wonder, when look-
ing on its beanty, that it should bear a name
which scems to nnpl\ some inferiority ; yet the
old poets called it by the still less merited name
of Canker. The hips whieh succeed the flowers
form a valuable store of food for birds,—the
field-fare, chaftinch, and redwing, especially,
feeding c}ueﬂy on these and ou the berries of
the Whitcthorn-trec.

Among the other summer Roses, which are
not only h'oqucnt but may be easlly recognised
even l)y those who are not botenists, are the
Sweet  Brier Rose, (Rosa rubiginosa,) the

No. 3.
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Eglantine of the older writers, which may at
once be known from all the others by its sweetly-
scented leaves ; and that pretty wild flower, the
Burnet-leaved Rosc, (Rosa spenosissima,) which
is so frequent on heathy lands, and on chalky
or sandy soils. The flower is of a delicate
cream-colour, sometimes tinged with red, and
the shrub seldom more than three feet high.
and crowded with small dark green leaves and
sharp prickles.  The blossoms are very nu-
merous, and the hips, which grow in autumm,
are very large, and purple or dark red in colour.
Children call them Cat-hips.  The Rose 1s the
favourite flower of all lands — Tn former days.
when garlands were hung m churches, in order,
as an old writer says, to “attemper the aire,
coole and make freshe the place, to the delight
and comfort of such as arc therein,” the Rose
was a flower very generally chosen for the pur-
pose; and one of the old books of the church
of St. Mary’s at I1ill, London, contains the
following record, made by the churchwardens
during the reign of Edward 1V.:.—

“Yor Rosc garlandis, and woodrowe gar-
landis, on St. Barnehes day, x j &7









BITING STONECROY.—Sedum acre.

lass DocANDRIA.  Order PENTAGYNIA.  Nat. Ord. CRASSULACT&.
Sroneror TRiBE.

ANY one who should gather this yellow flower
from the old wall, or the rock or sandy
ground on which it flourishes, would acknow-
ledge, upon tasting 1t, the justice of its com-
mon name. It 1s also, hesides, called Wall
Pepper, on account of its pungent flavour ; and
so acrid is its Juice, that it will raisc a Dblister
on the skin if applied to it.

This Stonecrop, as well as some others of
our native species, 1s very ornamental to the
stone or brick wall, where it often accompanics
the snapdragon, the wallflower, and other plants
which require but a small portion of soil for
their nutriment. The power of adapting them-
selves to harren places is partaken by all the
genus, of which we have cleven British species.
Some of them are handsome plants, with white
or purplish flowers, though the greater number
have yellow Dblossoms.,  All have very fleshy
juicy stems and foliage ; hence they are enabled
to retain a quantity of moisture during drought,
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and in places so dry that little is vielded to
thetr roots by the soil. Plants of this kind im-
bibe motwsture readily through their leaves, and
part with it slowly, and are thus fitted for
sandy deserts, or walls, or rocky places.  The
Rev. R. W, Evans has drawn a good lesson
from our pretty wild flower :—

* There from his rocky pulpit, T heard ery
The Stonecrop : See how loose to earth T grow,
And draw my juicy nurture from the sky:
So draw not thou, fond man, thy root too low,
But loosely clinging here,
From God’s supernal sphere
Draw life’s unecarthly food—catch Ileaven’s undying
glow.”

None of the Stonecrops are of great service
to maun, though some have been used i medi-
cine; but they have no little value in the eyes
of those who refleet that they clothe the most
barren soils with a gay mantle, and convert
the most dreary spot into a cheerful garden.
Most of the species bloom during the months
of June and July.  The Purple Orpine (Se-
dum Telephium) flowers two months later.









REST-IIARROW .— Ononis arvensis.

(lass Diaperrdia.  Order Drcaxoria. Natf. Ord, LEGUMINOSE.
Pea A Bean Trise,

Durive the months of June, July, and
August, this plant is profusely covered with
butterfly-shaped flowers. It grows on barren
and waste soils, and 1s often very plentiful on
the green patches which occur on chalky cliffs
near the sea, as well as on the borders of culti-
vated lands.  When it intrudes itself on corn-
ficlds, it becomes a very troublesome plant,
for its long and tough roots retard the progress
of the )lmwh wlnlc its numerous and tlmrnv
bmnch(s are so great an impediment to the
action of the ]mnm\, as to have obtained
for the plant its old l]n(r]iqh name.  Equally
old and significant 1s tlmt by which 1t is
known 1 1‘hlll(‘t‘ where 1t s (‘OllllllOll]\ called
Arréte-bauf. Yet this plant has its uses, for
although, when i its most thorny state no
dmnml l)ut the donkey feeds upon it, yet on
better soils it mingles with the pasture, and
is relished by cows, sheep, and goats.  The
roots arc very sweet, and when young have
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the flavour of liquorice. The writer was in-
formed by some workmen engaged in making
excavations, that they and their fellow-labourers
were accustomed to suck the juice from these
roots, in order to assuage the thirst indneed by
hard toil under a summer sun. The young
shoots are also sweet and sueculent, and in
some country places they are boiled and caten.
An old Greek writer mentions, that when
pickled, they form an agrecable dish; and m
our country they were, during the reign of
Queen Elizabeth, sometimes thus prepared for
the table.  They were also formerly used me-
dicinally, and were believed to cure delirnn,

The Rest-Tarrow 1s very variable in regard
to the number of its thorns. In the most
harren soils, where 1t 1s even more abundant
than on richer lands, the thorns are very nu-
merous, and become woody and strong.  This
is the case with some other plants, as the Pear-
trec and Sloe, which in a wild state bear
numcrous thorns, but when cultivated are un-
armed.  The blossoms of this plant are usually
rose-coloured, but are sometimes so pale as to
be almost white.









TVY-LEAVED TOADFLAX.—Linaria
Cymbalaria.

('lass Dipynamia.  Order Axciospermia.  Nat. Ord. Scropuu-
LARINEE.—Frewonr TRIBE

Anmoxe the many species of Toadflax which
continually meet the eye in the country walk
of swmmer, not one is prettier than this.
Creeping over the grey wall of the old ruin
hanging down its thread-like branches from
the ‘muent church tower, where it fixes its
roots m the smallest erevices, its rich, thick,
green leaves and numerous blossoms form a
handsome tapestry with which to hide the de-
cay of the building.  The profusion of its pale
lilac flowers doubtless suggested the name of
Mother of Thousands, by which the plant is
known in villages. 1t is not an uncommon
thing to sce it trailing downwards from a
garden-pot, suspended to the cottage ceiling,
or planted in gardens among stonccrops and
saadfrages, to cover ornamental rock-work.
The leaves are gencrally more or less tinged,
on their under surface, with reddish purple,
and the plant has a warm caper-like flavour,
and is considered to possess anti-scorbutic
propertics.
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There are six wild, besides many culti-
vated species of Toadflax.  Some of them
have flowers no larger than those of our en-
graving, and onc kind, the Least Toadflax,
(Linaria minor,) a rare plant, but found occa-
stonally on sandy ticlds, during June and July,
has much smaller flowers, of a purplish colonr
tinged with vellow.  But the plant of this genus
best hknown to those who notice wild flowers,
1s the econmon yellow Toadflan (Linaria vul-
geris). 1t has blossoms shaped like those of
the tvy-leaved species, but much larger, and
forming a handsome and conspicuous cluster
on the upper part of the stem. They are of
a brimstone colour, marked at one part with
a deeper yellow tint; and the slender, sea-
green leaves arve so like those of flay, that
that plant might casilv, I an ecarly stage of
its growth, be mistaken forit. It is abundant
in sandy corn-ficlds, and on hedge-hanks,
where 1t attains a height of one or two feet,
and though beautiful, is one of the most
troublesome weeds to the agriculturist. Some
of the garden species of Toadflax are very
ornamental border flowers.
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LONG PRICKLY-HEADED POPPY.

Lapaver Argemone.

Class PoLyaxpria. Ordcr Monoeysta. Nat. Ord. PAPAVERACLE.
Porry Trisk.

Tms searlet Poppy, though not an unfrequent
flower i the corn-field, during the month of
June, 1s not the most common of our native
species. 1t may be distinguished from  the
other kinds, by its narrower petals. 1t is, how-
ever, like the large common Scarlet Poppy,
(Pr apaver Rha as,) shghtly nareotic i ats pro-
pertics, and the foliage of hoth species has
been used as a enlinary vegetable.  In England
the searlet flowers of onr wild poppies are col-
lected and made into a sveup, whicli is used as
an gredient m soups, gruels, and porridge.
The blossoms of all the poppies are very fragile,
and on thix account the largest of ow wild
kinds received the specific name of Rhaeas,
from the Greek word “to flow ™ or “fall.”
The whole genus is termed Papaver, from the
Celtic word * papa,” which signifies the pap or
soft food given to infants, among which it was
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formerly customary to boil poppy sceds, in
order to induce sleep.

We have six wild species of poppy, all grow-
ing chiefly in the corn-ficld, though found too
on hedge-banks and road-sides.  The comnmon
Red Poppy is twice as large as that in the
engraving.  In some country places it s
called Corn Rose.  Clare also alludes to it
under another familiar country name - —

“(orn Poppies, that in erimson dwell,
Called Ilead-aches, from their sickly smell.”

The Long Smooth-headed Poppy (Papaver
dubiwn) 1s not a rare flower among the corn.
It has a large blossom, but its colour is of a
paler scarlet than that of the common poppy.
A much rarer speeies 1s the Round rough-
headed Poppy, (Papaver hybridum,) which is
found in some of the chalky and sandy fields of
Lngland.

Besides these, we have a yellow poppy,
(Meconopsis Cambrica,) which grows on rocky
places in Devonshire, Wales, and Treland, and
a white poppy, (Papaver somniferum,) whicl
grows in some of our corn-fields.









WHITE POPPY.—Paparer somniferam
Cliss Povyanoria. Order Monocynia Nal. Ord PAPAVERACEA.
Porry Trise.

Tins elegant Poppy, though less common
than the searlet species, 18 yet not unfrequent
m the fields of Vorfo]k, (‘ambridgeshire,
Kent, and other counties. Sowme hotanists
have thought that it grows only on or near
lands where it was formerly cultivated, but its
abundance in some fields at bldmouth, as well
as n some other places where this was not the
case. seems to entitle it to a place among our
wild flowers.  Althongh it 15 now gencerally
to be met with, growing among the weeds of
the fields of Southern Europe, it is not impro-
bable that in past ages it was introduced into
this quarter of the world from Asia. It was
very early cultivated in Greeee, probably for
the sake of its sceds, which were used as food.

This poppy is very extensively planted in
the present day in most Ewopean countries,
not alone for the opium which is made from
its juices, but also for its large round sced-
vessel, and for the sceds, from which oil s ex-
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tracted. ~ All parts of the plant, except the seeds,
contain a narcotic juice, which exists in thie
greatest quantity in the sced-vessel, and the
ficlds of white poppies that we sce on xome
parts of our landscape, are sown for the suhe
of the capsules, which are used in fomentations
to allay pamn. They are gathered as they ripen,
and as some are matured much later than
others, there are often three or four times of
cathering during one scason.

The White Poppy 18 grown in Turkey,
Persia, and India, for the opium, whie hth(m«rh
so valuable a remedy for disense, s a most
pernicious drug, when tahen lmbl‘ruall)', or m
large quantities. Tt s the thichened milky
umo of the poppy, which in warmer climates
i~ more highly narcotiec than when grown 1
ours, The dmg is obtained by nml\mg m-
cisions 1 the capsule at sunset, and i the
morning the juice, which has hardened into a
kind of gum, 18 scraped off” by women and
children, and made into cakes for the purposes
of commeree,









STAR-TNISTLE.— Centaurea Calcilrapa.

(lass Syxornisia,  Order Frustranra.  Nat. Ord. ComrosiTa,
Coxpousp Frowsgs,

Avrnovarr this flower bears the name of
a thistle, and has somewhat the appearance of
one, yet it does not belong to the thistle tribe.
The true thistles have their leaves more or less
cdged with spines, often with spines so sharp
that we fear to touch them; but in this plant,
they are on the flower-cup only.  In their carly
stage of growth, they are green and tender;
but as they advance to maturity, they become
hard and woody, and might inflict a deep
wound on the hand which rashly seized them.

The name by which this flower is distin-
guished from the other species of Centaurea,
has an allusion to the spiny calyx.  Caleitrapa
1s the Latin word for the Caltrop, or iron ball
covered with thick spines, which was used of
old times m the wars, in order to check the
advance of cavalry.  Another Star-Thistle,
which is brought from the ficlds of the Levant
to adorn our gardens, has still more singular
spines about its purple blossoms, and it has
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received the specific name of Crocodylium,
because these are thought to resemble the
jaws of a crocodile ; while others of the species
bear 1n their names some reference to various
ancient weapons of warfare.

Our Star-Thistle, though a common flower
i many places, is not so in England. Tt
blooms during the months of July and August,
on gravelly, xandv, and chalky soils, and may
often he found among the wild flowers of the
cliff, by the sca, or on ! the green patches which
lic on the wpper part of the beach. It is very
rare in Scotland, and more frequent m the
widdle and southern counties of England than
clsewhere,

The Yellow Star-Thistle, called also St.
Barnaby’s Thistle, (Centaurea solstitialis,) is a
more rare kind, but grows on some ficlds and
waste places in the cast and south of Eng-
land; and the Jersey Star-Thistle (Ce utanrea
Isnardi) 1s an ornamental flower on the pas-
tures of the island whence it takes its name.









CORN BLUE-BOTTLE.—Centaurea Cyanus.

Class SynoENEAIA.  Order Frustraes. Nat. Ord. Coxposrra.
Coxrousp FLowEms.

Tuis flower, the Bluet of the Irench, and
the Korn-blume of the Germans, is of so bril-
liant a blue that it is commonly admitted to a
place among the border flowers of the garden.
It grows wild in corn-fields thronghout Eunrope,
and we often see its beantiful tint contrasting
well with the rich brown hue of the cars of
corn, during the months of July and August.
It is somctimes three feet high, and hoth qtcms
and leaves, especially the under surface of the
latter, ave covered with a thick cottony down.
The expressed juice of the plant furnishes a
beautiful Dblue (ho hut the tint fades so
rapidly, that it is not used by the dyers.

Every one who is acenstomed to ramble
among the ficlds and lanes of our land, has
seen a flower shaped like that figured in our
engraving, but of a brilliant purple hue. It
hlossoms during August and September, hut
18 50 hardy, that it will sometimes, in a mild
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scason, limger on wntil November. It is a
plant of the same genus as the Blue-bottle,
and 18 called the Brown Radiant Knapweed
(Centanrea jacea).  'The plants of the whole
genus were formerly in high repute for their
supposed healing properties; and ancient tra-
dition records that some one of these flowers
was that with which the Centaur Chiron cured
the wound in his tfoot, which had been inflicted
by the arrow of Hereules.  IHence the name
Centaurea was applied to the whole genus,

One spvucs which Iike our Star- 'l‘hlstl(' has
spines on its flower-cup, was called the Blessed
Thistle, (Centaurea benedicta) from the healing
properties which 1t was believed to possess.
It was said to cure not ouly fevers and wounds
of all kinds, but to be of great efficacy i that
direst of discases, the plague.  In modern
times, however, not one of the species s founc
to possess any medicinal virtue.









ITAREBELL.—Campanula rolundifolia.

Class PENTANDRIA, OUrder Monveynia. Nat. Ord. CAMPANULACEE.
BeLi-Frowsr Tuise.

Turre are few of our wild flowers more
admired, or which have won more praises from
the poets, than the Iarebell.  Bowing down
to every wind which SWCCPS 4cToss th(, open
and Dbleak places which are its native haunts,
and having its azure cup sprinkled with the
morning dews, as with pearls, it surpasses most
flowers i gracefulness of form, and many in
bc auty of colour. It is, too, as common as it
is lovely, for every he ath and sunny bank and
hilly pasture has its little knots of harebells,
and it often waves on the very sumnit of some
tall cliff’ or old wall, being ever most plentiful
*On the swelling downs, where sweet air stirs

The blue-bells lightly, and where prickly furze
Buds lavish gold.”

The leaves on its stew are slender, like those
of grass, but at its base there are a number of
roundish notched leaves, which scrve to dis-

No. 4.
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tinguishthisspecies from one somewhat similar.
When the plant is young, the leaves are casily
detected, but as 1t increases n size, they are
often quite dried up.

We have no less than ten wild species of
bell-flowers, some of them having stout steins
and large leaves, from among which hang con-
spicuous purple bells. In the sunuer months
many species are very common on our hedge-
banks and i woods.  There is one wild kind,
which is very small and delicate, and of extreme
beauty. Itis the Ivy-leaved Bell-flower, (Cam-
/mnu/a hederacea) with ight-blne bells, which
have scarcely any tendency to droop.  This
most (rmuiul little met grows in tufts, and
has a mcut number of wy-shaped leaves ;o its
stems are weak, and so slender, that they are
scldom much Lugu than a ]mcl\-tlmuxd. It
grows i moist shady woods, and 1s plentiful
m Devonshire, Cornwall, and Sussey, as well
as 1 some other parts of onr island, though n
most districts it 1s a rare flower.
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CORN FEVERFEW.—Pyrethrum inodorum.

Class Syxcunesia,  Order Surerriva.  Nat, Ord. CovrosiTz.
Courounp Frowess.

Tnrre are so many flowers scattered by
waysides, fields and meadows, which are similar
i their general appearance to that represented
by our engraving, that they often perplex the
young botanist.  Some species of chamomile
resemble it; the Tall Ox-eye Daisy, though
having very different leaves, has a blossom like
it, and the other two wild species of Feverfew
are very similar. This flower has little claim
to its familiar name of Mayweed, for it blossoms
from August until October, on fields and waste
places, 'md 15 among the few flowers which we
may perchance find even in the very depth of
winter.  ts stem is about a foot high, and 1t
has a slightly aromatic odour.

The other two kinds of Feverfew are also
frequent flowers. The . Common  Feverfew
(Pyrethrum Parthenivm) may be known by its
very strong and unpleasant odour, and it hasa
very bitter flavour. It is used in medicine,
and lotions for external applications are also
made from it. It is one of the plants which
among country people arc held i high estima-
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tion as a remedy for fever; and, doubtless,
when rightly applied, it is a valuable one, for
medical practitioners acknowledge its tonic
propertics, and like those who gave it its old
English name, consider it of efficacy in reducing
fever.

The white-raved flowers of the Sca-side
Feverfew (Pyrethrum maritimum) are very often
to be scen growing not only on the green
patches which lie among the eliffs, hut also on
the Dbeach, bevond the reach of the waves.
They appear in July, and though smaller in
size than those of the Corn Feverfew, are so
like them, that many botanists think it to be
the same plant, and that its dwarf condition 1s
to be ascribed to its situation; as the bleak
winds and saline atmosphere of the sca-coast
are well known to be unfavourable to the
growth of almost all plants, save those which
will grow there only.

Many species of Feverfew are rcared
gardens, and some of the double-flowered hinds
are very pretty.  They have almost all, like our
wild flower, white rays around a yellow disk,
but the Siberian Feverfew, and some others,
are bright yellow both in the ray and disk.









WOOD-SORREL.—Ozalis acetosella.

Class Drosnvria,  Order PEN1AGiNIA.  Nat. Ord. OXALIDEE.
Woop Sorren TRrIBE.
No native plant has leaves so acid as those
of the Wood-sorrel.  The acid resembles that
of the lemon ; hence the leaf is very pleasant n
flavour, and is not only relished by the rambler
in the woods, but 1s used n salads. A useful
medicial drink 1s also made of its juice; and
a poisonous salt procurcd from it removes
stains from linen.  The plant blooms in May,
and 1s abundant i woods and shady places.
When growing on high mountains it continues
m flower until August.  Curtis has observed
very singular circumstance respecting its
seed-vessel. e says that it continues, during
the greater part of the summer, to produce
sced-vessels and seeds, without any appearance
of expanded blossoms, which arc obscrvable at
one season only of the year.  'When the blossom
18 over, the flower-stalk bends down, but be-
comes upright again as soon as the seed las
ripened.  When the seed-vessel is touched,
the sceds are thrown to a great distance, not,
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as in some plants, by the clasticity of the seed-
vessel, but by the bursting of the covering
which invests the sced itsel.  The roots are
like coral heads strung together, and the leaves
are more sensitive than those of any other of
our wild flowers, closing during darkness or at
the approach of a storm. They are said, by
some, to show some irritability on being struck,
but this statcent the author has not found to
be true.

The triple leaf had, in former days, some
superstitions veneration attached to it, and the
plant was consequently called Allelajah. Some
of the carly religious painters of Ttaly in-
troduced it mto their pictures; and the author
of the work called “ Modern Pamters,” refers
to this use. He remarks: “Fra Angelico’s
use of the Oxalis acetosella 1s as faithful in
representation as touching in feeling.  The
triple leaf of this plant and white flower,
stained purple, probably gave it strange typical
interest among the Christian painters.”  Some
persons believe that this was the Shamrock,
the plant chosen by St. Patrick to illustrate
the doctrine of the Trinity.









COMMON YLEA-BANE.—Pulicaria
dysenterica.

Class SYNcENEsIA.  Order SvpirrLua.  Nat. Ord. ComposiTE.
Coxrounp Frowrsgs.

Wienever we see this yellow star with its
pale green woolly leaves springing up in pro-
fusion among the grass or green herbage, we
may feel assured that water is near. The
stream may be wandering on silently, or the
stagnant pool be hidden among the trees
and bushes, but this plant is the undoubted
mdication of moist land, and by its side we
shall find the Dlue blossoms of the Brooklime,
or the waving flower of the Yellow Iris, or the
beantifully h'l 1iged blooph of the Buck-bean, or
some of the many flowers peeuliar to the well-
watered soil. This plant reccived its name
from ﬂw belief that its smoke, while burning,
drives way fleas, gnats, and other insects.  Its
juice, too, 1s considered by eountry-people to
possess some medicinal virtues. It is saltish,
and somewhat pangent in flavour, and a de-
coction made from the plant is acid in the
throat, and astringent in its property, turning
green with vitriol of iron ; while the infusion
becomes  black, by an admirture with this
vitriol.
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The common Flea-banc flowers in August,
and 1s usually about a foot, or a foot and a half
in height; but in the month of Scptember
another species, very similar to this in appear-
ance, is found in moist sandy places in England,
especially where water has stood. It 1s the
Small Flea-bane (Pulicaria culgaris), and has
narrower leaves than those represented in the
engraving.  This latter kind 1s unknown in
Scotland or Ireland, and the Common Flea-
hane, frequent as it is on the English land-
scape, 1s a rare flower in Scotland. Both
kinds are behieved to be noxious to mseets,
and they were formerly very generally burnt,
or hung up in country cottages to exterminate
these intruders.  The Prench peasantry com-
monly use for a sinular purpose another plant
(“1110(1 Herbe aux puces, which we call Plough-
man’s Spihenard (Congza squarrosa), and which
i frequent i autumn on our chalky or clayey
soils; while a plant called by us the Canada
Flea-bane (Lregeron Cunadense) has, both on
the Continent and in England, a repute for the
Same services.









WOODY NIGHTSHADE, or BITTER
SWEET.—Solanum dulcamara.

Class Pextaxpria.  Order Morvoaynia. Nat. Ord. SoLANEE.
NicarsaapE TrIBE.

TuE lurid purple blossoms of this plant would lead
the botanist to infer, at the’ first glance, that
poison lurked there. The scarlet berries which in
the latter part of summer deck the branches, and
which in winter hang in glistening clusters among
withered boughs and leaves, are well known to be
poisonous, and to prove sometimes fatal to child-
ren, who arc tempted by their beauty to taste
these fruits. In cases where this occurs, warm
water should be given in great quantities, until
medical aid arrives.  The roots of this Nightshade
are in scent like the potatoe, and its familiar name
originates in their flavour, which is at first bitter
in the mouth, and afterwards sweet. The simi-
larity in their blossoms also points out the affinity
between this plant and the potatoe. This valu-
able root belongs to another species of the same
genus (Solanum tuberosum), and its connexion with
the poisonous family of the Nightshades, made Lin-
neus long mistrustful of its wholesome qualities.
The berrics, the leaves, and even the uncooked
tubers of the potatoc, possess indeed, in a milder
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form, the narcotic propertics of this tribe; but
the heat which prepares the vegetable for our
table, wholly removes any unw holcsome principle.

The twigs and stalks of the Bitter Sweet are
used by the Swedish peasants to bind around
their wooden cans, and the inhabitants of West-
phalia make a decoction of the whole plant, and
use it as a remedy for rheumatism. This species
is common throughout Europe, and also in many
parts of Asia and North America. Most cattle
refuse its foliage, but the goat relishes it.

There is a kind of Nightshade very frequent as
a weed in our gardens, on sca-beaches, and in
other waste places, with white flowers shaped like
those of the engraving, which are succeeded by
black berries. This is the garden Nightshade
(Solanum nigrum). The berries are, by us, con-
sidered a virulent poison ; but Backhouse mentions
that the people of Norfolk Island cat them,
though he observes that the climate probably
alters their properties. The Deadly Nightshade
is a differently formed flower from cither of these,
and is a purple bell. It is the Atropa Belladonua
of the botanist. It bears black berries.









COL'I"S-FOOT.—Tussilago Farfara.

Cluss SYNaENEsIA. Ordrr SvpERFLUA.  Nuat, Ord. CoMposITZ.
Coxmpounp Frowers.

Trose who are im the habit of observing
the plants of our moist and clayey soils, will
recognisce this as very abundant there. Neat
to the tassel-like blossoms of the hazel and the
silver ray of the daisy, this is the carliest of
spring flow ers, often blooming in March, before
the Violet has yet put forth a bud. As the
yellow blossom appears long hefore the foliage,
the plant is less ornamental than it would be,
were it accompanied by the large and hand-
some leaves which spread, all the summer-
time, over many a bank by our wayside walk.
The leaves have long heen used medicinallyas an
infusion for cough, and the practice of smoking
them like tobaceo, 1s still verv general in villages.
This custom 1s of very ancient date, for Pliny
dircets that the foliage should be burned, and
that the smoke arising from it should be drawn
into the mouth through a reed and swallowed.
The scientific name of the genus s derived
from fussis, a cough.

The under surface of the leaf of the Colt’s-
foot is covercd with a thick cottony down,
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which was often used for tinder, when that
substance was more in request than it now 1s.
The Tartars are much infested by gnats, and
they frequently burn touchwood in order to
suffocate these insccts, and use the roots of
this Colt’s-foot for the purpose. It grows on
barren steppes and plains where few other
plants are found, and it blooms from the
beginning of March till the end of April, often
giving quite a yellow hue to the lands where
it abounds.

Curtis notices one peculiarity in this blossom.
As soon as the flower 1s out of hloom, and the
seeds, with the pappus or down as yet moist,
are enclosed n the lower-cup, the heads hang
down; but as the moisture of the sceds and
down evaporates in withering, they become
lighter, and the ball of feathery seeds expands,
and assumes the appearance of a Dandelion
puff.

The creeping character of the roots, the
great abundance of the sceds, and the facility
with which they are dispersed, render this
plant a very troublesome weed on some cul-
tivated lands.









VIPER'S BUGLOSS.—Zchium vulyare.

Class PeRTANDRIA.  Ordcr MonogyNia.  Nat. Ord. BoraGINEZL.
Boract Trisk.
Awvoxe the flowers which beautify our waste
places, this plant is not only one of the most
striking from its height, but one of the most
beautiful in shape and hue.  We never find it
on the rich grassy meadow-land, or among the
lovely wild flowers which border our streams,
or risc beneath the shadow of the trees. But on
the heap of chalk, or sand, or gravel, accumu-
lated by the way-side ; on ﬂu' saudy soil of the
neglected field; on the beach, where, among
thv stones, a httlo earth can find room to
gather; on the old wall, or the majestic eliff,
there 1t raises its rich spire of blossoms. Its
proper scason of flowering is in June and
July; but the author has often gathored it
even in December, not rising to its usnal
height, but with the rich purple of its
blossomns, and the bright red tint of their long
stamens, as beautiful as ever. The plant is
usually about two feet high, but in places
where it flourishes best, as m the sandy fields
of Cambridgeshire, and on the chalky cliffs of
Dover, it 1s sometimes more than three feet in
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height, and the blossoms extend half way down
the stem.  The colour of the fully expanded
flowers is of a deep blue, but the young buds
arc of a full rosc colour, and occasionally the
blossoms are found, as at Cobham, in Kent,
of a purc white. The whole plant is very
rough to the touch.  Its scientific and English
names are significant of the long-cherished
notion, that it was an effeetual remedy for the
bite of a viper,—a notion derived from its
spotted stem, and its seed, which somewhat
resemibles the head of that animal, and was
thus deemed to have some mysterious con-
nexion with it.

Though our Viper’s Bugloss is an herbaccous
plant, many of the species are much larger,
and several found at the Cape of Good Hope
are shimbs.  The various kinds grow abundantly
throughout Kurope, from the cold Siberia,
where they enliven the dreary lands, to the
warm latitudes of the south, where flowers are
bright and numerous. They are, howcver,
less frequent in the equinoctial parts of the
world.  Some very handsome species  are
commonly cultivated in our gardens.









GROUND 1VY.—Glechoma hederacea.

Class Divynamia.  Order GymxospERMIA. Nuat. Ord. Lasiarz.
LaBiate Trink.

Turs plant has a strong aromatic odour,

especially if the leaves are bruised, and both

its flower and foliage are very pretty.  Bishop

Mant well desertbes the former :—

“ And there upon the sod below,
Ground Ivy’s purple blossoms show,
Like helmet of Crusader knight
1ts anther’s cross-like form of white.”

These flowers grow in threes, between the
stalk and leaf; they eve sometimes of a pale
lilae, and, though more rarely, quite white.
They appear i April and May; but long
before the spring has put forth a single blos-
som, the leaves may be found clustering on the
hedge-bank, though the odour which charac-
terises them at a later season, is then scareely
perceptible.  Ornamental as this plant 1s, yet
it is very injurious to pasture lands, its long
trailing stems occupying much room, and
gradually cxterminating the sweet grasses and
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other plants which form the food of cattle.
Few animals will touch the Ground Ivy unless
compelled by hunger to do so, and it is even
said to be injurious to horses.  The leaves are
much used in villages to make an infusion for
coughs, and the plant was formerly called Ale-
hoof and Tun-hoof, because their bitter pro-
perties rendered them of use in the beer made
m the old English houscholds, before hops had
become the common growth of our country.
Even in recent times a quantity of this plant
has been thrown into a vat of ale in order to ela-
rify it, and the ale thus prepared has been taken
as a remedy for some maladies of the skin.

We may often see, during autumn, a num-
ber of small hairy tumours on the leaves of
the Ground Ivy, which are occasioned by the
puncture of the insect called Cynips Glechomar,
These galls are sometimes caten by the pea-
santry of France; but Reaumur, who tasted
them, remarks that it is doubtful if they will
rank with good fruits. They bave, as might
be expected, a strong flavour of the plant on
which they are formed.









LESSER CELANDINE, or PILEWORT.
Ranunculus ficaria.

({ass Poryaxpria. Order Moxogyxia. Nat. Ord. RANUNCULACEE.
Crowroor TrisE.

Wio that loves summer sunshine and open-
ing flowers does not welcome this “ herald of
the gentlest gales?” Little children run into
the meadows to find the daisy, and before the
buttercup nas yet glittered among the grass
they may see

“ The vernal Pilewort’s globe unfold
Its star-like disk of burnish’d gold ;
Starlike in seeming form, from far
1t shines too like a glistening star.”

With the exception of the dandelion it is the
gayest and brightest of our carly flowers, and
when the lark and the thrush are welcoming
the spring, and summer birds have come across
the ocean to sing their songs in our woodland
trees, then every hedge-bank is studded with
the Celandine as with golden stars, and from
March till the end of May it gleams among the
grass of the meadow. Flora’s garland is then
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“ Wreath’d of the sunny Celandine—the brief
Courageous Wind-flower, loveliest of the frail—
The Hazel’s crimson’d star—the Woodbine’s leaf—
The Daisy with its half-closed eye of grief ;
Prophets of fragrance, beauty, joy and song.”

This flower 1s a true lover of the sunshine,
opening only on bright days A large number
of the blossoms grow from one root, and are
surrounded by shining green leaves spotted
with pale green. It 1s not a useful plant,
and though the lover of wild flowers greets it
with pleasure, yet the farmer would gladly
eradicate it from his pasture lands. 1t belongs
to the Ranunculus tribe, like the Buttercups,
and like them possesses very acrimonious pro-
pertics.  Its flowers are left untouched by the
cattle, and its roots are very bitter and acrid,
yet they are used for medicinal purposes. 1t
1s also sald to injure the plants growing
around it.

The Celandine closes its flowers from five
o’'clock in the evening till nine on the fol-
lowing morning. Professor Martyn observes,
that the young leaves may be eaten in spring;
but they are rather acrid.









YELLOW TOADFLAX.—Linaria vulgaris.

Class Dipyramia. Order ANciosPERMIA. Nuatf. Ord. ScrorrU-
LARINEZ, —FiaworT TRIBE.

Tars showy flower is a very frequent one
on the rural landscape. The large sulphur-
coloured blossoms, raised on a stem one or
two feet in height, are very conspicuous in
hedges and on the borders of corn-fields. On
corn lands, as well as on pastures where the
soil is sandy, it is often very troublesome to
the cultivator, its two-celled capsules being
very numerous, and containing many seeds,
which, during the later months of autumn,
are scattered far and wide by wind and rain.
Though paler in hue than many of the golden
flowers of August and September, yet it is
bright enough to give a yellow tint to the field
at that scason.

The blossoms are shaped like those of the
snapdragon of our old walls and ruins, except
that they are spurred at the base. Country
people call the Toadflax Butter and Eggs
because of the deep yellow and pale sulphw
colour, with which they are tinged.
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The foliage of this plant has upon it that
sea-green bloom which the botanist calls the
glaucous tint, and, like some others of the
genus, it has a resemblance to the leaves of the
Flax, hence the name from Linum, ¥lax. Both
this and the wild species called the sharp-
pointed Fluellin, or Toadflax, which is frequent
on gravelly or chalky corn-fields in England,
were formerly used as a lotion to improve the
heauty of the skin, and a decoction is still
made for this purpose from the blossoms, and
has been recommended by some good authori-
ties. The juice mingled with wilk is used to
poison flies, but ])robably, like many other
liuids used with this design, it attracts to
the spot a much larger number than it destroys.

“ And thou, Linaria, mingle in my wreath
Thy golden dragons, for though perfumed breath
Escapes not from thy yellow petals, yet
Glad thoughts bringest thou of hedge-row foliage, wet
With tears and dew ; lark warblings, and green ferns
O’erspanuing crystal runnels, where there turns
And twines the glossy Ivy.”
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RED-BERRIED BRYONY.—2Bryonia dioica.

(lass Mox@ora. Order Pestanpria.  Nat. Ord. CuourBITACEZ:,
Gourp Trisg.

IN the latter part of April, when young leaves
and shoots seem daily to increase in number
and luxuriance, many of them are almost as
beautiful as flowers. But no gradually ex-
panding shoot is at this scason more ¢legant
than that of the White Bryony. In later
months, the foliage 1s thickly beset, both on
the upper and under surfaces, with stiff hairs
almost like prickles; but i the spring, these
form merely a beautiful down on the tender
green of the stem and leaves, and this covering
is so full, and the hairs so clear and glittering,
that the young plant looks as if covered with
the bright hoar frost of winter. By the middle
of May, however, the graceful shoot has be-
come a long trailing stem, and, reaching a
distance of many feet among the hedges and
thickets, its deep green, vine-like leaves, curling
tendrils, and greenish-white flowers, render
it one of our most beautiful wild climbers.
Its botanical name is taken from a Greek word
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significant of its rapid growth; and we have
scarcely any wild plant which increases so fast
as this. In the autumn its branches are
covered with clusters of deep red berries.

The root of this is very large, white and
branched. Gerarde says of onc in his time,
“The queen’s chief chirurgeon, Master William
Goodorous, showed me a root hereof, that waied
halfe an hundred waighte, and of the bignesse
of a childe of a yeere old.” It is very acrid
in its propertics, and is often scraped and
applied to the limb affected with rheumatism,
when it causcs a stinging sensation in the
skin, similar to that produced by the nettle.
The whole plant abounds with an acrid feetid
juice.  Frequent as it 1s in England, it is not
a common plant in Scotland ; and it seems
doubtful whether it is indigenous to that
country. It is said that the goat is the only
quadruped which will eat this plant. It is the
only British plant belonging to the Gourd
Tribe.









CORN MARIGOLD.—Chrysanthemum
segetuin.

Class SyNoEnEstA. Order SurerrivA. Natf. Ord, ComposiTa.
Compounp Frowens.

Tre hright Corn Marigold is one of the largest
and gayest of the starry golden blossoms which
are so numerous during July and August.
It is often called Yellow Ox-eye, Golden Corn-
flower, and Yellow Corn, and is the Gold or
Goules of the carly English poets. 1t is about
a foot high, and is frequent cnough in the
corn-fields of our native land to prove, m
some districts, a very troublesome weed to the
agriculturist, sometimes ahnost exterminating
the whole crop, on which much labour and cost
have been bestowed. In many countries of
Europe, as in France and Germany, it is, how-
ever, far more abundant than in ours. Itisa
very handsome plant, and would doubtless
have become a favourite garden-flower, but
that cultivation never renders it double.

We have but one other wild species of the
Chrysanthemmm genus, and that 1s the comnion
flower of almost every dry pasture, the Ox-eye
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daisy (Chrysanthemum leucanthemum). This is
also called, by country people, Moonwort, Bull-
daisy, and a variety of familiar names. 1t has
white rays around a yellow disk, and, growing
often to the height of a foot and a half, it
gives quite a white tint to the meadows during
June and July.

The name of the genus is derived from two
Greek words, signifying gold and flower; and
the Germans term these plants Gold-blume,
while the French call them Clhrysantheme, and
the Italians Crisanfero. The specics so orna-
mental to our gardens in autumn, is the
Chinese Chrysanthemum. These plants are,
i the esteem of the Chinese, sccond only
to their dwarf trees. 8o high,” says For-
tune, “do they stand in favour with the
Chinese gardener, that he will cultivate them
extensively, even against the wishes of his
employer. I was told that the late Mr. Beale
used to say, that he grew Chrysanthemums in
Iis garden for no other purpose than to please
his gardener, not having any tastc for them
himself.”









COMMON FUMITORY.— Fumaria
officinalis.
Class DiaveLenia. Order Hexaxoria. Nat, Ord. FUMARIACEE.
Fumirory TRriBE.

THis plant is the Fume-de-terre of the French
rustic, and the Larth-smoke of the people of
our northern counties. Both its English name,
and the Latin, derived from fumus, smoke,
refer to the same idea. The name is said to
be taken from the odour of the plant ; yet this,
though somewhat unpleasant, is not very
similar to that of smoke. The author has
known Kentish children call the plant wax
dolls, and the rosc-coloured flowers, with their
little dark purple heads, are not unlike the
small waxen toys made to please the taste of
childhood. The plant was formerly a valuable
medicine in cutaneous disorders; its young
tops are still prepared as a tonic; and Thun-
berg says, that the people of Japan make much
medicinal use of it. Clare, one of our most
original poets, and onc well acquainted with
rural practices, alludes to its use as a cosmetic,
when describing the flowers which the weeders
eradicate.

“ And Fumitory too, a name
Which Superstition holds to Fame,
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Whose red and purple mottled flowers
Are cropp’d by maids in weeding hours,
To boil in water, milk, and whey,

For washes on a holiday,

To make their beauty fair and sleek,
And scare the tan from summer’s cheek ;
And oft the dame will feel inclined,

As childhood’s memory comes to mind,
To turn her hook away, and spare

The blooms it loved to gather there.”

This plant is common by road-sides and in
cultivated fields and gardens, and is sometimes
so abundant in the corn-field of spring, as to
give a red hue to the land. It flowers during
the whole summer.

We have, besides, two wild species of the
genus, the Ramping Fumitory (Fumaria capreo-
lata), which blooms from May to August, anc
is frequent in gardens and corn-fields. 1
is much like the conmmon species, but th
flowers are larger and the stems generally mor
climbing. The small-flowered Fumitory (F.
maria parviflora),is a rare species, occasionall
found 1n fields during August and Septembe
The flowers arc rose-coloured, and the leavi
have, instead of the pale green tint of tl
other kinds, a bright verdant hue.









WHITE DEAD NETTLE.—ZLamium album.

Class Dipynamia. Order GymroseErMiA. Nat. Ord. LABiaTE.
Lasiare Trisg.

Tur foliage of this plant bears a strong
resemblance to that of the nettle. Yor this
reason, and because it is destitute of stinging
properties, it is named Dcad or Blind Nettle.
There are four other species, but these are not
much like nettles. The White dead Nettle is
among the earliest of Spring flowers, and may
be gathered at almost any time during.the
summer, though most abundant in June and
July. The number of its flowers varies from
ten to twenty in a whorl; and it abounds on
ficld borders, hedges and waste places, its
blossoms being occasionally tinged with pink.
At the base of the flower lies a store of honey
for bee, or butterfly, or other insect. The odour
of this plant, as well as of the other species,
is rather unpleasant. Bishop Mant has de-
scribed them :—

% And there, with whorls encircling graced,
Of white, and purple-tinted red,
The harmless Nettle’s helmed head ;
Less apt with fragrance to delight
The smell, than please the curious sight.”
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The white species 1s the Ortie blanche of the
French ; and the Orfica morta of the Ttahans.
It is refused by cattle, but in Sweden both
this and the Red Dead Nettle are hoiled for
the table.

The other species are all of a reddish purple
hue. One kind, the Red Dead Nettle, (Zamium
purpurevm,) is very often in flower as carly as
February, and is always plentiful in March.
It must be well known to every person who
notices wild flowers, for there is not a hedge
or field where it doesnot grow. The blossows
are in shape like those of the engraving, but
much smaller. A similar, but taller species,
grows also in cultivated lands, in May and
June, called the Cut-leaved Dead Nettle (La-
mium incisum); and the 1Tenbit Nettle (Zamium

amplexicaule), with flowers of a much brighter
red, is common in March and April in sandy
fields and gardens. The only remaining species,
the Spotted Dead Nettle (Lamium maculatum),
1s a rare flower.









COMMON AGRIMONY.—dgrimonia
eupatoria.

Cluss DopEoandriA. Order DicyNia. Nat. Ord. Rosaces.
Rosz Trise.

Turre are few of our wild plants which are
in more esteem with the village herbalist than
the Agrimony. Every gatherer of “simples”
knows it well, and the author has often seen
the dried bundles of the plant hung up not only
by the cottage fireplace, but in ehops in several
of the towns of France, where it is exposed for
sale. It is still retained in the London Materia
Medica; but though once esteemed an im-
portant medicine, it is scldom or never pre-
seribed by our modern physicians. The leaves
are slightly bitter and aromatic, and the flowers
have, while growing, an odour commonly said
to resemble that of the apricot, but which might
rather be deseribed as like that of the lemon.
They are of a yellow colour, growing in a long
ﬁpike about a third part down the stem, which
is usually one or two feet high. The leaflets
are deeply notched at the edges, and have
interinediate small ones, cleft into three, four,
or five segments. The plant imparts a greenish
yellow colour to water, and a deep green tint
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to spirituous liquors. It has also been usc
for dressing leather, and when just comi
mto flower it will dye wool of a fine nanke
hue, but if gathered in the month of Septembe
it yields a deeper yellow. Most cattle refu
it, but the sheep and goat will eat its foliag
It grows on the borders of fields, on was
places, and road sides, flowering during Jw
and July.

The Common Agrimony is our only Britis
species, but we have a few kinds in the garde
which have been introduced from other cow
tries. The tall Hemp Agrimony, which 1s
conspicuous a plant on moist lands, with lary
clusters of flesh-coloured flowers, belongs -
another family of plants. The name of th
genus 1s a corruption of Argemone, whic
was given by the Greeks to a plant suppose
to be efficacious in curing cataract in the ey
which they termed drgema.









COMMON YARROW, or MILFOIL.
Aclillea millefolium.

Class Syneenesia. Order SurerrLva. Nat. Ord. Comrosirz,
CoMpounp Frowkrs.

A1y the suminer long this plant is to be
found by every wayside, and on alnost every
pasture of our land, with its clusters of white
or pinkish flowers, and its pretty leaf cut into
many segments. Its foliage is slightly pun-
gent, and hence its familiar name of Old
Man’s Pepper. The Icelandic appellation of
this plant, Vall lumall, Field hop, scems to
imply that it has been used instead of hops
in that island, as it still is in some parts of
Sweden.  In these days, however, the Ice-
landers only use it as the Highlanders do, for
an ingredient in an ointment which they apply
to wounds; and its old English namc of
Nose-bleed marks its ancient use in our
country as a vulnerary. Professor Burnett
observes, that the good women of the Orkney
Islands hold Milfoil tea in high repute for its
power of dispelling melancholy. It is a
favourite flower in the gardens of the Isle of
Madeira, while the hills and vales of that
beautiful land are bright with flowers which
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We have three wild species of Yarrow. The
Woolly Milfoil (Lchillea tomentosa) is a small
plant, with bright yellow flowers; it grows on
dry hilly pastures in Scotland. This, how-
ever, is not a common plant; but the Snecze-
wort Yarrow (Achillea Ptarmica) is very fre-
quent on moist meadows and pastures, especi-
allv in mountain districts. It flowers during
lulw and August, and is about two or three
feet high, with much larger blossoms than
those of the species figured here.  They have
a white disk as well as white rays.  This plant
when dried and pulverised excites sneezing.
The Laplanders call it Goose-tongue, and its
young spring shoots are sometimes caten as
salad  The mountaineers of the Alps make
vinegar of a dwarf species of Yarrow, common
there, and its flavour is so good, that it ix said
to be equal to that made of the Tarragon,
which is a species of wormwood.









BEE ORCHIS.—Oplrys apifera.

Class GYNANDRIA. Order Moxaxpria. Nat. Ord. OrcHiDES.
Orcn1s TriBE.

Tus flower belongs to a tribe in which blos-
soms are produced that seem rather to bear a
rescmblance to the animal, than to the vege-
table world. Among our native orchidaccous
plants, we have the Fly, the Bee, the Lizard,
the Man, the Butterfly, and the Spider orchises,
but with the exception of the first two, there
does not exist in these plants a very great simi-
larity to the objects whence they are named.
But it is not so in tropical lands, where
orchidaccous plants wave among the highest
boughs of the lofty trees, and as the wind
sweeps in among them, display the glittering
colours of the most beautiful butterflies, which
scem perched upon the bough.  There too the
Frog Oncidium reminds the traveller of the
merry creature which leaps among the grass of
the English meadows; or another beautiful
flower recals the swan of the streams; while
one orchis so well represents a descending dove,

No. 6.
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that the people of Panama call it Spirito Santo,
or Holy Ghost plant.

Our Bee orchis blossoms in July. It is
about a foot high, and has large and rather
distant flowers. Its brown velvety lip, varie-
gated with ycllow, is much like the body of
a large bee; and the purplish petals look like
the expanded wings of the insect, which had
just settled on the flower-stem. It is the
handsomest of our native orchis plants, and
grows on chalky soils in many parts of
England, but will not long survive transplant-
ing to a garden. Tanghorne has some very
descriptive lines on this flower.

“See on the floweret’s velvet breast,
How close the busy vagrant lies !
His thin-wrought plume, his downy breast,
The ambrosial gold that swells his thighs.

“ Perhaps his fragrant load may bind
His limbs ;—we'll set the captive free.
T sought the living Bee to find,
And found the picture of a Bee.”









COMMON LING, OR HEATH.
Calluna vulgaris.
(lass Ocranpria, Order MoNogynia.  Nat. Ord. Ericea.
Hearn Trise.

Trz name of this genus is taken from a
Greek word signifying to cleanse, on account
of the common use of its twigs in making
brooms.

No one who has looked upon heath lands
during Summecr, will deny that they are indeed
rendered attractive by this plant. The gathered
flowers will Jong retain their brightness, and
when placed in the herbarium, look, after a
lapse of years, almost as fresh and gay as when
blooming among the Furze and Broom of the
wide tract whence they were taken. Clare
alludes to the permanent beauty both of flower
and foliage.

“Ilow oft, though grass and moss are seen
Tann’d bright for want of flowers,

Still keeps the Ling its darksome green,
Thick set with little flowers.”

There is but onc species, which is to be
found, from June to August, in flower on
almost cvery heath, forming a low tufted shrub,
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with small leaves close to the stems and
branches. Many of the feathered tribe, par-
ticularly of the Grouse kind, find shelter
among its boughs, and food in its seeds ;
and intended as it is to afford a large supply
to our wild birds, the seed-vessel is so formed
and protected that the seed lasts during a
whole year. Many insccts are nourished by
it, and its foliage supports the caterpillar of
the Egger moth (Phalena quercus), and of
sevcral other beautiful winged creatures.  This
plant abounds on barren wastes in every part
of Europe, especially in the northern countries.
The French call it Ze Bruyére; and in the
bleak and barren Highlands of Scotland, it is
applied to a variety of cconomical purposes.
It serves the cottager for a thatch to his roof,
or it is burned for the winter fuel. The wall
which encloses the humble farm Dbuildings, is
often made of alternate layers of heath and of
a kind of ccment formed of black ecarth and
straw. Sheep and goats will somctimes eat
the young and tender shoots, but cattle in
general are not fond of this shrub.









DWARF RED RATTLE.—Pedicularis

sylvatica.

Class Droynania. Order ANerospermia. Nat. Ord. ScROPHULA-
RINEE.—F1aworT TRIBE.

Tars flower is called also by the unpleasing
name of Lousewort, and both that and its
scientific appellation are significant of its sup-
posed influence in causing disease to the
animals which feed upon it. But the plant
grows most abundantly on moist heaths, or on
wet hilly grounds, and such pastures are not
favourable to the health of cattle. Just as
the wild thyme has an old repute for its bene-
ficial effects on the flock, because the dry hilly
plain which is fragrant with its flowers is a
spot which suits them well; so the ills of the
moist soil are attributed entirely to the plants
which grow upon it. This flower is found
sometimes on heaths, and its large rose-coloured
blooms and prettily shaped foliage, render it
very ornamental to such places during the
month of July. It is found almost through-
out Europe, and is as plentiful on the moist
lands of Siberia, as on those of our own
country. The expressed juice of the herb
was formerly used medicinally.
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We have another wild species, the Tall Red
Rattle, or Marsh Lousewort, (Pedicularis
palustris,) which blooms during June, on wet
pastures and marshy grounds. It has a soli-
tary ercct stem, about a foot high; the flower
is large, and of a purplish crimson, and is a
handsomer species than the more common one.
It is found most abundantly in the countics
at the North of England, and is said to be
disagreeable and injurious to cattle.

To this genus belongs that singular and
rarc flower, which, though not common any-
where, yet graces with its golden blossoms
many a plain of dreary Lapland.  The Sceptred
Lousewort (Pedicularis Sceptrum Carolinum)
was so admired by Rudbeck, that e named
it in honour of Charles XII. Dr. Edward
Clarke, who saw it growing to thc height of
four or five feet from the pebbled beds of the
water’s edge, at Tornea, describesit in glowing
language, and sent seeds to the Cambridge
Botanical Gardens, but they produced no
plants there. Even when found in Norway
and Sweden growing wild, it is never so luxu-
riant as in its native Lapland.









FORGET-ME-NOT.—Myosotis palustris.

Ylass PENTANDRIA, Order Movoaynia. Nat. Ord. BorAGINEE.
BorAGE TRrIBE.

TuE various traditions which gave rise to the
popular name of this bright flower throughout
Europe, are told by poets and historians.
Agnes Strickland says that Henry of Lan-
caster, when in exile, gave it to the Duchess of
Bretagne, and by placing it on his collar of
S. 8. with the initial letter of his mof or
watchword, ““Souveigne vous de moy,” ren-
dered it the symbol of remembrance.  Bishop
Mant gives us the traditionary creed more
generally received, though certainly less enti-
tled to belief. A lady and a knight wecre
sitting by the river side, when the former
wished for the bright blue blossoms to braid
among her hair. The knight dashed into the
water to gratify her wishes, and gathered
the flowers, but was overborne by the strength
of the current.

“Then the blossoms blue to the bank he threw
Ere he sank in the eddying tide;
And ‘Lady, I'm gone, thine own knight true,
Forget me not,” he cried.
“ The farewell pledge the lady caught,
And hence, as legends say,
The flower is a sign to awaken thought
Of friends who are far away.”



Thus say the poets, but the philosophers
believe them mnot; and so one of our great
botanist suggests, that after all the flower
owes 1ts name to its beautiful blue petals and
vellow eye, which once looked upon are not
likely to be forgotten.

This plant is called also Great Scorpion grass,
and Mouse ear, and is, during the summer
months, very common in our humid meadows,
bogs, banks of rivers, rivulets and ditches. It
grows in similar places throughout Europe,
and also in many parts of Asia and North
America. A variety has been found with white
flowers.

There are eight native specics of the genus,
and all have blue blossoms. ~ The little brilliant
blue flower found in fields from June to August,
and often called Forget-me-not, is the Field
Scorpion grass (Myosotis arvensis). It is very
abundant on cultivated lands, on hedge banks,
and in groves, &. The name of the genus is
derived from two Greek words, signifying
mouse and ear, from the shape of the leaves.
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COMMON BORAGE.—Borago officinalis.

Olass PentanprIA.  Order Monocynia. Nat. Ord. DoraGINEZ.
Boracu Trise.

Tais bright azure blossom rears itself from
the heap of rubbish on the waste places of
our land, but is not a very common plant
there. It is far more often onc of the orna-
ments of the cottage garden; and rightly is it
planted, for it is one of the flowers in which
bees cspecially delight, and they arc said to
derive more nourishment from it than from
any flower which blows. The brilliant blue
petals with their prominent stamens, open to
the sun in June and July. The whole plant
is covered with rough stiff hairs, and the young
buds arc enclosed in cups of a reddish tingc.
The Borage has rather an unpleasant odour.
The French call it Borrago, and both their
name and ours arc corruptions of the old word
Corago, which was taken from cor, the heart,
because of its cordial qualitics. In days when
old proverbs were in daily use, one of the
common adages recorded the supposed virtues
of this plant: “I DBorage bring courage;”
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and the old naturalists from Pliny downwards,
affirm very confidently, that it is efficacious in
dispelling sadness.  Thus Burton says :—

“ Borage and Hellebore fill two scenes,
Sovereign plants to purge the veins
Of melancholy, and clear the heart
Of those black fumes which make it smart.”

The young leaves were either boiled, or used
as salads for this purpose, though their flavour
is anything but agreeable; and the flowers
steeped in wine were found to be very in-
vigorating. The tissues of the plant contain
gum, and it may therefore be used as a de-
mulcent. It also possesses nitrate of potash,
and when burnt, will emit sparks with a slight
explosive sound. It is thought to be a native
of Aleppo, but it has become naturalized now
i most European countries. The garden
species are very casy of culture, and we have
one kind from Persia, another from Numidia,
and a third from Corsica. The Persian species
has pink flowers, but the others have brilhant
blue blossoms. Borage still forms an ingre-
dient in the drink called “cool tankard.”
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MILKWORT.—Polygala vulgaris.

Class DiapELraia.  Order Ocranpris.  Nat. Ord. PonycaLr.y.
Miigwort I'RIBE.

Tuis pretty plant is one which is very fre-
quent on dry hilly pastures, where, in May,
June, and July, its crested blossoms form
patches of a deep blue, purple, pink or white
tint. Some of its old names record usages of
days long past, for it is the Rogation flower
of the older writers, and is still called Gang
flower in the rural districts of the northern
counties of England. In the early periods of
our country’s history, the Rogation weck was
called also Gang week, from the old Saxon
verb gang, signifying to go, a word with which
many an old Scottish ballad makes us familiar.
It was an ancient custom in country parishes
for the clergyman, accompanied by his church-
wardens and parishioners, to walk around the
boundaries of the parish at this scason, when
the children of the charity schools carried a
long pole decked with a profusion of flowers,
among which, as we must fer from its old
names, our Milkwort was one especially in
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favour. The practice continued in use even
as late as the commencement of the last century,
at Wolverhampton, in Staffordshire ; and re-
cords of these Rogation processions occur as
carly as A.n. 550.

The Milkwort is also in some places called
Hedge Hyssop, and has been thought to possess
some of the valuable remedial virtues of the
plant termed the American Rattlesnake root,
which is a specics of the same genus.  Sir
J.E. Smith was advised by a physician at
Montpelicr to take an infusion of the Milkwort
for a cough, und did so with great success.
Foreign writers celebrate the plant as a grateful
and nutritious food for cattle. It 1s certainly
very ornamental to the spots on which it grows,
where it blooms Dbeside the Eyebright, the
Wild Thyme, the beautiful Rock Rose, and the
other wild flowers of the chalky cliff or hill-side.
We have some very pretty species of Polygala
i our gardens, brought chiefly from North
America and the Cape of Good Hope.









COMMON CENTAURY.—ZErythrea
Centaurium.

Class PEnTANDRIA. Order Monoeynia. Nai. Ord. GENTIANE &.
GENTIAN TRIBE.

Trose who have ever tasted the foliage of
this plant, will not be surprised to find that
it was formerly classed with the Gentians, and
called the Gentian Centaury. The Gentians
possess the most powerful bitter principle of
any of our native plants, nor is the Centaury
scarcely less characterised by its bitterness,
and its flavour 1s more disagrecable than that
of the Gentian. Baron Haller tells us that
the ancients called our pretty red flower, the
Gall of the carth. The name of the genus is
taken from the Greek word Red, which 1s the
colour of the flowers of most of the species.
The common kind is very frequent on dry
pastures, in woods, and on rocks or chalk cliffs,
flowering during July and August, and growing
to cight or ten inches, or sometimes a foot in
height. The leaves around the root are much
broader than those of the stem, and the clus-
ters open only in fine weather, and before
twelve o’clock, after which time they gradually
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close; and one who was previously unacquainted
with the plant, would suppose that it as yet
had but its unexpanded buds. It is so difficult
of cultivation, that it secius almost impossible
to rear it in a garden, or it would make a pretty
border flower. This is the case with all the
species.

It is commonly said by hotanists, that we
have four wild species of Centaury ; but they
differ so little from cach other, that some have
thought they should all be included in one, and
that the slight differences may all be accounted
for by varic ty of soil and situation, In all ave
found the same rosc-coloured clusters of flowers,
and the same light green, bitter stems and
leaves. The Dwarf Ccntaury (Erythrea pul-
chella) rarely cxceeds six inches in height, and
grows on sandy shores; and the Dwarf tuftcd
Centaury (Erythrea  littoralis) is found in
similar placcs.  The broad leaved tufted Cen-
taury (Lrythrea latifolia) is more unlike the
common specics than either of the others,
having its cluster of blossoms in a dense tuft.
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FLY ORCHIS.— Oplrys muscifera.

(Class GYNaNDRIA, Order Mosaxoria, Nat. Ord. Oroninez,
Orcnis TriBE.

Wk have five British species of the genus
Ophrys.  The petals of the Fly orchis are very
narrow, and of a purplish brown hue, having
a spot in the centre, of a bluish tinge. Tt is
a slender plant, usually about a foot high, and
it flowers rather earlier in the scason than the
Bee orchis. Tt 1s not, however, like that plant,
most frequent on hilly places and chalky downs,
for though somctimes found on the pasture
of chalk or clay soil, yet it scems more Tuxuri-
ant 1 our moist calcareous thickets, than else-
where.  In many parts of Kent, Surrey, Suffolk
and Iampshire, it is very frequent, and no
one who looked on it would fail toidentify the
species with its familiar name.

The Bee orclus has heen already named.
Then we have a Spider orchis (Oplhrys arani-
Jera), and a late Suder orchis (Ophrys arach-
nites), the former flowering on pasture lands
of chalky or clayey soil, and in pits, during
April and May. The shape of its lip is much
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like the body of a spider, and it has pale
lincs marked on 1it, which would remind one
of a Greek character. The later Spider orchis
flowers about May or June, and is a rare
plant: while still morc rare is the Drone
orchis (Ophrys fucifera), which has been
found near Folkestone in Kent.

The genus Oplrys received its name from
the Greek word for an cychrow, which Pliny
says these plants were used to blacken. Like
most of the Orclus tribe, the roots contain a
wholesome farinaceous substance, of which 1s
made the Salep of commerce. The warm basin
of salep 1s not now, as it was some years since,
a favourite article of diet, and is taken by few
save invalids. It was chiefly imported from
Southern Burope, but may be made equally
well from our native orchises.  Salep, prepared
from differcnt species of orchis, is much used
in Eastern countrics, and in Turkey not a meal
is taken without it.









FINE-LEAVED HEATH.—ZErica cinerea.

Class OcTaNDRIA. Order MoNoeYNIA. Nat. Ord. ERICEZE.
Heara TriBE,

Tuere are five species of Heath, which,
with the common Ling of our heathy and
moory lands, are included in the general name
of Heather. The species figured on our page
is, with the exception of the Ling, the most
common of them all, though the delicate rose-
coloured flowers of the cross-leaved Heath
(Hrica tetraliv) are, on many wide-spread
lands, as abundant as this. The last-named
flower 1s the badge of the Macdonalds, while
the species here represented is that of the Clan
Macalister. Then there is a heath which is
rare, but which has been found on the boggy
lands of Cunncmara in Ireland, covering a
space of at least two acres of land, and has
been called Mediterrancan Heath. The two
remaining native kinds are found in some places
in Cornwall.

The Hcaths, whether found on the sandy
wilds of Africa, whence we have most of our
hothouse species, or on the black hills of the
“ Land of brown heath,” always indicate a
barren soil. Linneus observes, in his Flora
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Lapponica, that in some of the districts through
which he passed, scarcely any plant could be
secn but hcath, which covered the ground so
that it could not be extirpated. Ile remarks,
that the country people had an idea that there
were two plants which would finally overspread
and destroy the whole earth, these were Heath
and Tobacco.

The Ileather 1s valuable, not to the bee
only, which gathers stores of honey from its
bells, but to many a bright winged or darker
tinted inscct, which finds food and shelter
among 1its flowers and foliage. No cattle
scemn fond of 1it, but the fibres of the stalks
are twisted into ropes, cottages arc thatched
with its branches, and the people of Jura and
Isla brew very good beer by mixing the young
heath-tops with their malt.  Large quantities
are gathcred by the peasants for their winter
fuel, and this plant and the “ Bonnie Broom ”
are often strewed for an humble conch. In
Rum, Skye, and Long Island, leather is tanned
with a preparation of its branches, and in
most of the Western Isles it is uscd for dyeing
yarn of a yellow colour.









BLACK BRYONY.—TZamus conmunis.

Class Digcia., Order HoXANDRIA.  Nat. Ord. DIOSCOREACEL.
Yam TRIBE.

DuriNe the months of May and June, the
old trunks of many of our woodland trees are
made green and Dbeautiful by the long stems
and glossy leaves of this gracceful climber.
Investing the trunks and boughs of the tree
with a brighter mass of foliage than even the
Ivy, and extending its long stems in a twining
rather than a creeping habit, to the topmost
twigs, or almost weighing down the more
slender branches of the underwood, it is yet
far less mjurious to the plant within its grasp,
for its green stems are but slight, and have not
the strength and firmmess of the Ivy-band.
Yet this,

“ Ncw climbing high with random maze,

Q’er elm, and ash, and alder strays ;

And round each trunk a network weaves
Fantastic.”

The flowers arc too small and not show y
enough in colour to be particularly ornamental,
but Nature does not offer to the wanderer in
the woods a more graceful wreath than that of
the Wild Bryony. During Summer, the large
green berries look like clusters of wild grapes ;
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and when Autumn has matured them into red-
ness, they are among the most beautiful of all
our woodland berries, but are very poisonous
1n their nature.

The roots of this plant are large, and it is to
their black colour that it owes its distinctive
English name. The root 1s a black-coated
tuber, which has so acrid a pulp, that it is
sometimes used as a stinulating plaister. The
large roots themselves are white internally, and
full of starch. This, however, is mixed with a
bitter acrimonious substance, not only unplea-
sant in flavour, but doubtless unwholesome in
its nature. Their bitterness and acridity nay
be destroyed by repeated washings, and by
heat, and if the black tumours on them are
previously removed, they may be safely eaten.
The young spring shoots are so mild, as to
possess, when dressed, a very agreeable flavour,
and are sald to form a good substitute for
asparagus ; though the experiment is a dan-
gerous onc. Many of the trees of Morocco
arc hung, like ours, with festoons of this plant,
and the young shoots are commonly boiled by
the Moors, and eaten with oil and salt.









BLUE SUCCORY.—Cickorium Intybus.

Class SYNGENESIA. Order Aquatis. Nat. Ord. ComposiTa.
ComMrounp FLowERs.

How brilliant is the blue tint of this hand-
some flower, which grows so plentifully on the
borders of fields where the soil is of chalk or
gravel | Yet attractive as it is to the lover of
nature, the farmer denounces it as a noxious
weed, for its large roots are not easily extir-
pated from his corn and other lands. A
variety of this plant affords the Chicory root
so extensively cultivated in France, and called
Chicorée a caft, and which is now so gene-
rally used in England with coffec as to he
well known to us. 'The roots are taken up in
the winter scason, cut into squares, and roasted.
The ancient Egyptians are known to have used
Chicory in great quantities, and Pliny remarks
on its importance in the dict of that people.
Among the modern Egyptians this and similar
plants compose half the food of the poorer
classes. There scems no doubt that the specific
terms of two kinds, Endivia and Intybus, are
both derived from the Arabic name of Hendi-
beh. The Cichorium Endivia is the plant of
our gardens, the blanched leaves of which serve
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for a salad ; and the French blanch the leaves
of our common Blue Succory for a wmter
salad, and term it Barbe du Capucine. Horace
celebrates some kind of Chicory as among the
herbs of his frugal fare, but it 1s doubtful to
which of the species he alludes. Our Blue
Succory blossoms during July and August, and
its stem is often three feet high.  The flowers
are occasionally white; and Curtis remarks,
that the fine blue colour of the petals is con-
vertible into a brilliant red by the acid secretion
cmitted by the ant. 1le says, “Mr. Miller,
the engraver, assured me, that in Germany the
boys often amuse themselves in producing this
change of colour, by placing the blossoms on
an ant-lill.”  This secretion, which 1s ejected
by the wood ant when irritated, and called
formic acid, is very powerful. The Blue Suc-
cory is a common flower of many European
countries, and most plentiful in France and
Germany, though 1t is there, as in our lands,
rarc upon the sandy soils.









RIBWORT PLANTAIN.—Plantago
lanceolata.

Class TETRANDRIA. Order Moxocynia. Nat. Ord, PLANTA-
GINEX.—PranTAIN TRIBE.

AvraoucH this has been employed in agri-
culture as a pasture plant, and was once very
generally bcheved to be a favourite food of
cattle, yet the opinion of modern scientific
agriculturists is so much against it, that it is
now seldom sown. It is, however, frequent on
our meadows and pastures, flowering during
June and July, and where it abounds naturally
is a certain indication of a dry soil. When it
grows among grass, its lcaves rise to a con-
siderable height, but on barren soils they are
shorter, broader, more spread over the ground,
and sometimes assume a silvery hue. Baron
Haller attributed the richness of the milk in
the Alpine dairies to the frequency of the Rib-
wort and the Lady’s Mantle on the pasture
lands; but Linnsus ascertained that cows
refuse it, and later observations have confirmed
the fact. Another species of plantain which is
common on our sea-coasts, (Plantago maritima,)
has also an old repute as a plant much relished
by cattle, and the Welsh call it the Sheep’s-
favourite-morsel, and the Suet-producing.
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We have five wild species of plantain, and
onc of the most common of them all is that
broad-leaved kind, the Greater Plantam, (Plan-
tago major,) the sceds of which are so often
gathered for birds. The leaves of this species
are astringent, and frequently applied to
wounds. 'The IMighlanders ascribe to it such
great virtues, that they call it by the name of
Slan-lus, or the healing plant. Kalm says,
that in America they term it the Englishman’s
Yoot, for they say, that wherever a Luropean
has come, this plant has grown in his footsteps.
1t is sometimes called Way-bred ; but this is
probably a corruption of its old Saxon name
of Wabret, by which it 18 yet commonly
known in Teviotdale. This name occurs in
our early pocts, and one of them humorously
describing a Bee’s pilgrimage, says—

“ And with a wabret leaf he made a wallet,
With scrip to beg his crumbs and pick his sallet.”

Another species, the Buck’s-horn DPlantain,
(Plantago coronopus,) is common on gravelly
and sterile soils, and often grows on sea-
beaches.









TRAVELLER’S JOY.— Clematis vitalba.

Class PoLvanpria. Order Porveysia. Nat. Ord. Raxunou-
LACEZR.—CROWroOT TRIBE.

Durine May and June the hedges of our
chalky pastures, especially in the southern
counties of England, are decorated with white
clusters of this flower. Nor, when 1its blos-
soms are over, does it cease to ornament the
wayside ; for long after green leaves in general
have withered into brownness, the Clematis
bough presents sowe verdant spray on which
the eyc may love to rest. So too on barren
soils, and in spots far from refreshing streams,
it often delights us with its greenness amidst
the withered aspects of the vegetation around
1t; and when winter, with its frosts and keen
blasts, has swept away both leaves and flowers,
this climber is still beautiful with its large
tufts of feathery seeds. It must, however,
be acknowledged, that our graceful plant is
often injurious to the hedges, by strangling
the trces and bushes which it entwines. 1t
is, too, very acrimonious in its properties, and
will, if applied to the skin, raise a blister upon
it; the green stalks are used by farmers to
bind their gates and hurdles together, and
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country boys smoke portions of them in imita-
tion of tobacco pipes.

The Clematis 1s sometimes called Virgin’s
Bower, and Withywind, and Gerarde gave to
it the well-merited name of Traveller’s Joy.
Nor is ours the only land whose waysides it
cnlivens. Backhouse saw the lofty shrubs of
Table Cape, in Van Dicmen’s Land, overrun
with a white Clematis, which if not identical
with this, much resembled it, and was cqually
fitted to gratify the taste of the flower-loving
wayfarer.  Burchell, too, when on the shores
of the Gariep River, could with difficulty dis-
entangle himself from a very similar species,
which climbed to the very summit of the trees,
and covered them with its flowers and foliage.
He remarks, “ The English Traveller’s Joy,
in Europe, chiefly indicates a chalky substratum,
and 1t Is remarkable that this African plant,
which much resembles it in habit and general
appearance, is also an indication of a calca-
reous quality in the soil.”









KNOT GRASS.—Polygonum aviculare.

Class OoraNpRrIA.  Order Tricysia. Nat. Ord. PoLycorsz.
PersIcARIA TRIBE.

TrERE is not in all our land a plant more
common than this; but having little beauty to
recommend it, it is little regarded ; yet as the
poct says—

“ By the lone quiet grave,
In the wild hedgerow the Knot-grass is seen,
Down in the rural lane,

Or on the verdant plain,
Everywhere humble, and everywhere green.”

Its small pinkish-white flowers arc scated closely
on its stem from May till September, but are
redder and brighter during the height of sum-
mer than in carlier or later scasons. Itisa
useful little plant, for thousands of birds are
nourished by its sceds and young shoots, and
the caterpillar of the Knot Grass moth lives
chiefly upon it. Ancient writers attributed
to it many medicinal properties, and the well-
known fact that it is much relished by cattle,
won for it the praiscs of Milton and others
of our earlier poets. Shakspcare, however,
alluding to its tangling stem, which lies over
the ground, calls 1t the ¢ Iindering Knot-
grass.” It is a very common plant in the
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Swan River colony, and is described as being
there, as with us, a pasture which is very
agreeable to the animals feeding on it. It
received its English name from the knottiness
of its stems, and like many other plants which
arc caten by cattle, it is called grass, though
having no affinity with the true grasses. All
domestic quadrupeds arc said to cat it, and it
is devoured with great avidity by swine. The
seeds, though much smaller than those of the
Buckwheat, have been used like them for crum-
pets, or ground for bread corn. Thumnberg
says, that in Japun a blue dyc is procured
from it.

We have nine wild species of this genus;
almost all are very common plants, and several
raise their pink spikes of flowers on moist lands
and on the borders of strecams. The root of
the Common Bistort or Snakeweed, (Polygonum
bistorta,) whose flesh-colourcd flowers grow on
marshy lands, 1s a powcrful and valuable astrin-
gent. The large climbing plant, known in
Van Diemen’s Land as the Macquarie Ilarbour
Vine, is a species of Polygonum, and its trian-
gular seeds are used for puddings.









PERFORATED ST. JOHN’S WORT.
Hypericum perforatum.

Class PorLyapELPRIA. Order Pouyanoris.  Nat. Ord.
Hyeericinex.—S1. Joux's Worr TRIBE.

Tne English name of this bright ycllow
flower reminds us of the practices with which
it was once connected. It was onc of the
flowers gathered by our forcfathers to be thrown
into the bonfires which were kindled in London
on the Eve of St. John. It was formerly worn
in Scotland to preserve the wearer against
witches and cnchantments; and in several
continental countries the superstition lingers
yet, that it is a charm against thunder and light-
ning, and the machinations of evil spirits. In
many parts of France and Germany, the
peasantry still gather its golden blooms with
much ceremony on St. Johw’s Day, and hang
them up in their windows and doorways to
avert evil.  Alfred Lear Huxford has alluded
to a somewhat similar practicc—

“ So then about her brow

They bound Hypericum, whose potent leaves
Have sovereign power o’er all the sullen fits
And cheerless fancies that besiege the mind;
Banishing ever, to their native night,

Dark thoughts, and causing to spring up within
The heart distress’d, a glow of gladdening hope,
And rainbow visions of kind destiny.”
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The old name of this flower, Balm of the
Warrior's Wound, is now almost forgotten ;
but in the olden time, physicians and poets
alike celebrated its properties; and some medical
writers deecmed it so efficacious an internal
remedy for hypochondriacal disorders, that they
fancifully termed it Fuga Demonym.  From a
mistake of their meaning, probably, arose the
popular idcas respecting this plant, which, in
spite of the advance of modern science, are yet
generally diffused throughout Europe. A good
omtment 1s still inade of the rosm-scented blos
soms; they also tinge spirits and oil of a fine
purple colour, and the dried plant, boiled with
alum, dyes wool of a fine yellow hue.

The Perforated St. John’s Wort is abundaut
in thickets and hedges, and flowers m July.
The blossom, flower cup, and leaves are often
tipped with minute black dots; and the latter
arc remarhable for being copiously sprinkled
with minute pellucid dots, which are most evi-
dent when the plant is held against the light.
We have eleven specics of the genus, all yellow,
and much like the plant here represented.






HOVNDS TONGUL. Cproghasum affcinge



HOUND’S-TONGUE.— Cyroglossum
officinale.

Class Pextaxpria.  Order Monogysia. Nat. Ord. Bora-
GINEZE.—Bonrage TRIBE.

A~y one who has looked upon this plant, at
once distinguishes it from all others by the
lurid purplish red hue of the blossom. Several
of our wild flowers have tints which might be
called purplish red, but not one is of the same
hue as this. Though not among our com-
monest flowers, yet it 1s abundant on some of
the waste places and road-sides of our islands,
blossoming in June and July. The whole plant
1s soft and downy, of a dull green, and disagree-
able odour, like that of mice. It was formerly
used 1 medicine, and its effects are said to be
narcotic.  An mstance is related in the « 1ist.
Oxon.,” in which the leaves of this plant, boiled
by mistake for Comfrey, disturbed the health of
a whole houschold, and proved fatal to some of
its members.  Cattle in general refuse to eat
it, but the goat, which can with impunity feed
upon the Deadly Nightshade and the Tobacco,
is said sometimes to crop its foliage. Nor is
the plant useless to the msect world, some
of them adopting it as their especial food,
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and the caterpillar of the scarlet tiger moth
(Phalena dommula) revelling upon it during
the months of April and May. The lower
leaves have long footstalks, and the plant
usually grows to the height of two feet. The
writer has always found it morc common on
chalk than on other soils.

We have besides a smaller but rarer species,
the green-leaved Hound’s-tongue, (Cynoglossum
sylvaticum,) which, though bcarmg somewhat
similar flowers, 1s easﬂy distinguished from
the common sort by its shining “and brighter
green leaves, quite free from down or hairiness.
This blossoms during June and July, in some
shady places, and by road sides in the mid-
land and eastern countics of England, and has
been gathered, too, in the Carse of Gowrie in
Scotland. The shape and texture of the leaf
originated the name of this genus, which is
formed from Greck words, signifying dog and
tongue.









BROAD-LEAVED GARLIC; OR, RAN.-
SOMS.—Allium ursinum.

Class Hexanoria, Order Dicyxia,  Nat. Ord. Liviacez.
Liny Trisg.
It is not wise when gathering a wild nose-
gay to place this flower among the others,
though its clusters of white blossoms and
bright-green leaves would render it ornamental.
Few of our wild plants have a more powerful
or a more disagreeable odour, and so long is
it retained, that if placed in an herbarium, the
other specimens mnear it become scented with
garlic. The stem of this plant is triangular,
and the leaves are so like those of the Lily of
the Valley, that in the early part of May, the
rambler in the moist wood might believe it to
be full of that lovely plant, till some unwary
footstep crushed a leaf, and the garlic was
betrayed by its odour. The flower is not
uncommon, either in the wood or on the
hedge-bank, during the latter part of May,
but has generally withered by the middle of
June. In the Isle of Man it is very abundant,
and the grave-yard of the church of Kirk

Braddon is so full of it, that often when the
No. R
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Sabbath bells are chiming, its odour is borne
afar upon the breeze, as the feet of those who
are going up to the house of God have trodden
upon it. Gerarde says, “The leaves of Ran-
soms are stamped and caten with fish, even as
we do eate greene sauce, made with Sorrcll.”

We have seven other wild species of Garlic,
most of which have purple flowers.  No other
kind is so frequent as this. Gerarde says
of one of the species, “Those that worke
in the mines affirme that they find this roote
very powerful in defending them from the
impure spirits, which often, in such places,
are troublesome to them.” Several species
have bulbs among the flowers. One of the
prettiest kinds is the Chive Garlic (4fium
Schenoprasum), which, though a rare plant in
our meadows, is frequently cultivated in the
cottage garden. The name of the genus is
said to be taken from the Cecltic word o/,
which signifies hot, or burning.









SAINTFOIN.— Onobryckis sativa.

Class D1avErrmiA. Order DrcaNoriA. Nat. Ord. LEcuMINosE.
Pga axp Beax Trisze.

Aum the glowing hues which deck the
landscape when June lavishes upon it all its
wealth of leaves and flowers, few are brighter
than the tints of the ficld of Saintfoin. The
wind sweeps over the flowers, and they fall
into red wave-like motion, rising again in
glittering beauty, to tremble like bamners be-
neath the gentler breeze.  For more than two
centuries these fields have given their tint to
many porticns of our rural districts, the plant
being cultivated for the food which it yields
to cattle, cither while grecn, or when dried
and made into hay. The Saintfoin flourishes
on warm chalky lands, and few plants more
rapidly than this increase the value of poor
thin calcarcous soils. The usual duration of
the plant on a soil well adapted to it, is from
eight to ten years. There are instances, how-
ever, of fields of Saintfoin which, having been
neglected, have run into pastures, and on which
plants have been found upwards of fifty years
from the time of sowing. Ior more than a
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century it has been cultivated on the Cotswold
Hills, and there its roots have been traced
down into stone quarries from ten to twenty
feet in length.

But the Saintfoin is a wild flower too, grow-
ing on many a chalky hill and plain, as on
that bleak moorland of Royston Ieath, as
well as on the Dovor Cliffs, or some of the
banks which skirt the inland lanes of Kent or
other counties. Its name, Holy Hay, would
tell us of some legend which time has swept
away. Doubtless it was connected with some
anclent superstition, and we might ask with

Alfred Lear Huxford,—

“What have the pilgrims told
About this flower ?
Said they, when in times of old
The Infant in the manger lay,
Thou thy blossoms didst display
And changed his humble birth-place
to a bower.”

The French call the plant also L’Esparcet ;
the Italians, Esparzita, and Cedrangolo.









COMMON 1VY.—Hedera Helix.

Class Penranpria,  Order Movogynia. Nat. Ord. ARALIACEE.
Ivy TrIBE.

Frw besides the naturalist consider of how
much value this plant is both to the song-
sters of our woodland, and to the insect
world. Among its boughs the blackbird and
the thrush can find a shelter for their nests
ere bush or trce has a green leaf on its branch,
and many a shivering bird retreats thither from
the cold blasts of spring and auntumm. It is
when the hips and haws and other wild fruits
have perished, that the Ivy berries ripen; and
as no frost injures them, they are, during
winter and the early months of spring, the
chief food of the Missel-thrush, the Wood-
pigeons, and many other birds. The green
flowers are useful too; for, blooming in October
and November, when blossoms are scarce, they
furnish a provision to millions of insects, which
clse must perish ; and the latest of our brilliant
winged crcatures, the Red Admiral and the
Peacock butterflies, yet hover over them on
sunny days, sipping thence the nectar by which
they are fed.
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There arc different opinions as to whether
the Ivy injurcs trees. 'When the woody stems
are hard and strong, it scems most probable
that they must do so, yet some botanists
think with Calder Campbell, who pleads for
the beautiful plant :—

“Oh, falsely they accuse me,

Who say I seek to check

The growing sapling’s flourishing ;—
T better love to deck

The dead or dying branches
With all my living leaves.

’Tis for the old and wither’d tree,
The Ivy garlands weaves.”

Sheep are fond of the Ivy. The soft woor
of its stem is used for giving a smooth edg
to knives, and the Highlanders make an oint
ment from its leaves. Among the ancient
they formed the Poct’s crown and the Bacchs
nahian wreath, and wcre supposed to prever
intoxication. In the Idylls of Theocritus ol
Ivy is alluded to, but Virgil tells of the Golde
Ivy. There is little doubt that the plant «
the poet was the yellow-berried species now s
rare, (Hedera chrysocarpum.)









MEADOW SAFFRON.—Colckicum

autumnale.

Class HexaxpriA.  Order TricyNiA. Nat. Ord. MELANTHACEZ.
MEeavow Sarrrox TRIBE.

To look upon this handsome flower as it ex-
pands among the meadow grasses, during the
months of September and October, one would
deem it a leafless plant. Yet that same root
will, next spring, produce both leaves and fruit,
though the blossom opens only to the autumnal
season. The flowers of the Meadow Saffron
are of a pretty delicate lilac hue, from two to
six in number emerging from a sheath, which
issues from the solid bulb. They are exactly
like those of the Crocus, except that they
have six, instead of threc stamens. They
risc on long slender tubes, and dying away
at the end of October, exhibit no signs of
seed vessels or seeds.  But the seeds lie buried
in the bulb during winter, and when spring
is again decking mead and bough, then the
broad green leaves arise from the bulb, and the
sceds, elevated on a footstalk, gradually increase
in size and ripen by Midsummer.  As has been
remarked, this is a beautiful and providential
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arrangement for their protection from the frosts
and cold of winter. Most flowers have ripened
and dispersed their sceds before the cold sea-
son; but as this flower appears so late in the
year its seeds would probably not have time
to be matured before winter; and thus they
are sccured within the bulb, at a depth from
the surface, where frost cannot harm thcm,
while at the proper scason they rise to meet
the sun which shall ripen, and the wind which
shall scatter them.

We have but onc native species of Colchi-
cum, nor is this a common flower. The
genus received its name from Colchis, where
the plant was said to grow in great abundance.
The French call it Morte aus chiens, and it is
probably, in its fresh state, injurious to most
animals. It has been known from earliest
ages to possess very powerful medicinal pro-
perties, and is frequently given to allay the
pains of gout and rheumatism. It has been
employed as a substitute for the celcbrated eax
médicinale.
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MICHAELMAS DAISY.—Adster Tripolium.

Class SyncENesiA. Order Superruva. Nat. Ord. Composirz.
Comrouxp Frowrrs.

Tais plant is called also Sca Starwort, and
is one of the few flowers which deck the saline
soils in the neighbourhood of the ocean. It is
very common on the salt marshes, not only of
the sea, but of tidal rivers. Its blossom appears
in August and September; the stem is often
three feet high,and its clustersof palclilacflowers
overtop the strongly-scentcd and grey-green
Southernwood, and the little fleshy-leaved Sand-
worts, and the tufts of Sca-Lavander and of other
smaller plants of the marsh.  Like many other
natives of saline soil, the stems and foliage arc
very succulent, and have a saltish flavour, and
their surfaces are frec from all down. It is
not an uncommon circumstance to find a cluster
of the Michaelnas Daisy, in which the lilac
rays arc quite absent, and the disk only is to be
seen.  Many of the plants which flourish in
the ncighbourhood of the sca, grow, too, on
elevated mountains in inland countrics. The
Thrift and Sea Milkwort, and scveral others, are
found on such spots; but our Starwort never
grows wild but on salt land. It is, both in
flower and foliage, of too pale a colour to be
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highly ornamental, yet it lends a charm to spots
whose aspect is dreary, and to a scason whose
flowers are daily becoming fewer in number.

“The marsh is bleak and lonely. Scarce a flower
Gleams in the waving grass. The rosy Thrift
Has paler grown since Summer bless’d the scene,
And the Sca Lavander, whose lilac blooms
Drew from the saline soil a richer hue
Than when they grew on yonder towering cliff,
Quivers in flowerless greenness to the wind.

No sound is heard, save when the sea-bird screams
Its lonely presage of the coming storm ;

And the sole blossom which can glad the eye,

Is yon pale Starwort nodding to the wind.”

We have but one species of the genus
Aster, the name of which is significant of
the starry form of all its flowers. But America
is the native land of Michaelmas Daisies, and
the multitudes of thosc which deck our gardens
were brought thence.  Lyell, speaking of the
fir woods on the banks of the Piscataqua,
says, “1 have scen this part of North America
lald down in some botanical maps, as the
region of Asters and Golden Rods.” He
adds, that both are there very numerous anc
striking flowers.
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CUCKOO PINT.—Arum maculatum.

Class Mox@cia. Order PoLyaxpria. Nat. Ord. ARAcrx.
Cuogoo Pixr Trisg.

Turs plant is known in country places by
the name of Wake Robin, and Lords and
Ladies. It is very common in our English
hedges, but is rare in Scotland, and in most
parts of Treland. It is in flower during April
and May, and the club-shaped column, around
which the pistils and stamens are situated,
is sometimes of a deep violet, at others of a
buff or pale green tint. The large shining
leaves are often spotted, and in winter a thick
cluster of rich orange-coloured berries sur-
rounds the stem of the plant, until they are
caten by birds.

The root of the Arum is a tuber, and
affords a quantity of farinaccous powder, which
forms an excellent substitute for flour, and
is sold for that purpose in Weymouth and
Portland Island. The writer of these pages
received a letter from agentleman holding an
important post at Gort, in Galway, stating
that as the plant grew there in great abundance,
he was desirous that the poor Irish, then suf-
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fering from all the ills of want, should find
in ita resource from starvation. Ie had
tried various methods of preparing it. It
had been boiled, baked, or dried in the sun;
but though the acrid principle existing so
powerfully in the uncooked root was much
dissipated by thesc means, yet it was not
wholly destroyed.  Ile was recommended to
grate it into water, and afterwards to pour off
the liquid, and dry the sediment. The plan
succceded, and the benevolent inquirer had the
satisfaction of procuring a tasteless and nu-
tritious powdcr from the Aram root.

The root was nuch used in Queen Elizabeth’s
time for stiffening lawn, which was then but
just introduced, and which, being so thin,
needed strong starch to stiffen it. But the
Dutch woman who came hither to tcach the
English ladies how to starch linen, made
them so great proficients, that soon the raffs
were worn more than a yard decp. The starch
made from the Arum, however, irritated the
hands of those who used it.









HEDGE WOUNDWORT.—S8%ackys

sylvatica.

Class Dipynamia. Order GymxospErMIA, Nat. Ord. Laprars,
Lasiare Trise.

Tuis plant is very frequent in woods and
shady places, during July and August, rearing
its spike of purple flowers sometimes to the
height of three feet. When bruised it has a
disagreeable odour, and no animal is known
to eat it, save the snail, which often lcaves its
rainbow-tinted tral upon its foliage. The
flowers grow in whorls round the stem, and
arc usually about six in number. This, as
well as all the other species, was considered to
be of great service m stopping the cffusion
of blood. Gerarde says of thc water species,
(Stachys palustris,) that by binding it over
the wound, he cured a man in Kent, who
had been severely cut with a scythe; and
that he also healed a wound made by one in
Holborn, who had attempted self-destruction ;
“for which,” adds the pious herbalist,  the
nawe of God be praised.” Tt was hence called
Clowne’s Woundwort and All-heal. The Hedge
Woundwort is very hairy, though less so than
some other of our native kinds. The hair or
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down serves to protect plants from heat and
cold, but 1s of use too to some of the insect
tribe. One species of wild bee, which dwells
in the cavities of trees, is skilled in using it.
Kirby and Spence remark of this little creature,
that 1t knew what materials would slowly con-
duct heat, long before Count Rumford’s
experiments had becn made; and it attacks
the leaves of the Woolly Woundwort (Stachys
lanala), the Rose Campion, and similar plants,
and scraping hence the down with its fore-
legs, rolls it into a little ball, and sticking it
on the plaister which covers the cells, renders
them impervious to every change of tempe-
rature; so that, say these writers, “ this bee
may be said to cxercise the trade of a
clothier.”

We have six native specics of Woundwort,
all very similar to that represented in the
engraving. They are all in blossom during
July and August. The Downy Woundwort
(Stackys germanica), a plant of our limestone
soils, is often cultivated in gardens on account
of the silky foliage.
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MEADOW VETCHLING.—ZLatlyrus
pralensis.
Class DiapELPHIA. Order Dreaspria.  Nat. Ord. Lecumr-
NosE.—PgA axp Bran Trise.

During July and August this plant is very
frequent in moist meadows, sometimes ren-
dering the grassy bank of the strcam quite
bright with its yellow flowers. It grows
also, with scarcely less luxuriance, on stiff clay
lands.  The blossoms arc in loose clusters,
about six or eight together, and the climbing
stem 1s often two or three fect long, and by its
clasping tendrils clings to some stronger object
near it.  Cattle arc said to be very fond of this
plant, and the author of Lssays relating to
Agriculture and Rural affairs, recommends its
cultivation on various accounts. Ilc remarks,
that it annually yields a great amount of forage
of the very best quality, fit for pasture or hay.
It is also an abiding plant, never leaving the
ground where it has once been established,
and increasing so rapidly by its runming roots,
that a very few plants at first put into a field
would soon spread over the whole, and stock
it sufficiently.

We have cight British species of Lathyrus,
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comprehending the Vetchlings, and the thre:
species of Everlasting Pea. They are of th
Leguminous tribe, having butterfly-shape
blossoms, and bearing their seeds in pods
and some of them, like the Meadow Vetchling
are pretty and graceful plants. The smalle
Yellow Vetchling (Latyhrus Aphaca) has
flowers of the same hue as those of the
engraving, but the appearance of the plant it
very different, as the blossom grows singly or
the flower-stalk. It is found on sandy anc
gravelly fields, from June to August, but i
not a common plant. The Crimson Vetchling
or Grass Vetch, (Lathyrus Nissolia,) is much
more frequent, growing in many parts of
England, on the borders of grassy fields, and
bearing in May a pretty crimson flower and
long grass-like lcaves, without tendrils. There
is also a Blue Marsh Vetchling (Zathyrus
palustris) which grows in moist meadows in
several parts of England, while the rare
Rough-podded Vetchling (LZathyrus hirsutus)
with its crimson standard 1s found only in
cultivated fields.
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YELLOW IRIS.—TIris Pseud-acorus.

Class TriaNpR1A. Order MonoayNia. Nat. Ord. IripAcK.
Iris Trise

Turs handsome flower waves its bright petals
over many of the streamlets which wind their
way among our rustic landscape. It grows
too in moist meadows and woods. It is also
called Corn-flag and Water Sedge, while in
Scotland it is commonly termed Water Skeggs.
Charlotte Smith thus alludes to it :—

“ Retiring May to lovely June
Her latest garland now resigns ;
The banks with cuckoo flowers are strewn,
The wood-walks blue with columbines ;
And with its reeds the wandering stream
Reflects the flag-flower’s golden beam.”

The root of the Corn-flag is scentless, and of
swectish flavour.  Either mfused in water, or
powdered and taken as suuff, it produces a
sense of heat in the mouth and throat, which
has been known, in some individuals, to re-
main for twelve hours. The root i3 sometines
used medicinally, but is so powerful that it
should be employed with great caution.  An
infusion, like that of galls, and other vegetable
astringents, may with the addition of iron be
made into ink, or it forms a good black dye;

and the inhabitants of Scotland and the adja-
dlea havo lane hoon in tha hahit af ncine
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it for both these purposes. This root is als
recommended as a curc for tooth-ache. D
Johnston quotes Ettmiller, as saying, “ Bu
above all which I have hitherto known, th
juice of the roots of the Iris, rubbed upon th
tooth that is painful, or the root itself chewe
in the mouth, in an instant, as if by a charn
draws away the pain of the tecth, arisin
from what cause soever. He that commun
cated it to me affirmed that he had tried it fort
times at least, with like success. I mysclf al
have tried it; a great many others have dor
the same by my persuasion, and I hardly ev
knew it to fall.” A cosmctic is also mac
from this plant, and the roasted sceds a
recommended as a good substitute for coffec

The name of this genus was given «
account of the various and beautiful colou
exhibited by several of the species.  Accordi
to Plutarch, the word Iris signified in t
ancient Egyptian tongue, cye, the eye
heaven. We have one other wild kind, t
Stinking Iris (Irus fetidissima), which is
unusual occurrence, except in the West
England, when it inhabits thickets. 1
flowers are smaller than those of the Co
flag, and of a livid purple hue,
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NARROW-LEAVED EVERLASTING
PEA.— Lathyrus sylvestris.

Class DiapgLpuIA.  Order DEcandprIA.  Naf. Ord. LEcuMINOs &,
PEA AND BEAN TRIBE.

Tnis pretty wild pea is not a very common
flower, though often found in woods and
thickets in the middle and south of England.
The specimen from which the drawing for the
engraver was made, was gathered at Iligham,
near Rochester, in Kent ; and a good deal of
the plant grows in the woods and lanes around
the venerable rums of Lymne Castle, ncar
ITythe, a spot so interesting to the antiquary,
from its Roman remains. It creeps among
the bushes too on Salisbury crags, and on the
coast of Angusshire.  The flowers are usually
about four or five together, and the stem climbs
to the height of four or five feet, clinging to
any object near it. The blossoms are of
greenish pink and purple, the stem is broad
and expanded, and cach leafstalk bears two
leaflets and a tendril. It blossoms in July
and August, rescmbling somewhat the Ever-
lasting Pea (Lathyrus latifolius) of our gardens,
though far inferior to it in size and beauty
of colour. This Broad-lcaved Pea is often
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enumerated among our wild flowers, though i

i< most probably the outcast of the garde,
The genus Lathvrus, if we inelude the
Broad-leaved  flower, contains cight  native
speeles, but five of these are \'vt('blings. The
only other wild Pea is the sea-side specis
(Lathyrus pisiformis). This grows on several
of our sca beaches, but is by no means a com-
mon flower.  The seeds are rather bitter, but
m 1555, when great famne prevailed
England, thev were used as food, and thou-
sands of poor famulics were, by their means,
preserved from starvation.  The seeds of all
this tribe are more numerous in dry than in
moist scasons, and doubtless aflord a valuable
nutriment to birds; while those of any of
our native species of Lathyrus may safely he
used as food for man.  Like all our native
Leguminous plants, the sceds are contained
in pods, and the flowers are papilionaccous or

butterfly-shaped.









COMMON CREEPING CINQUEFOIL.
Potentilla reptans.

Class Tcosanpria. Order Poryeynia. Nat. Ord. RosacEx.
Rose Trisg.

It would be difticult to discover the rcmedial
properties once believed to belong to the pretty
flowers which are included in this genus, and
which procured for it its scientific name. Po-
tential we cannot deem them ; for, saving some
slight power, in stopping the cffusion of blood
from a wound, which a few posscss, no service
1s done by them to modern generations. Enough
however 1t is for the lover of wild flowers, that
they are beautiful, that they deck the waysides
where he loves to wander, and have power to
awaken pleasant thoughts and old memories
of green ficlds and clear streams and waving
boughs, and the blue sky bending over all.
Of the eleven native species of Cinquefoil,
that represented here is the most frequent.
Its stems, taking root at the joints, creep
over meadows, pastures, and hedge-banks,
bearing the soft velvety yellow flowers and a
great profusion of leaves from Junc till
August; and long before the flowers appear,
before the hedgebank has put forth a single
blossom, save the daisy and the chickweed,
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graceful sprays of its foliage are lying among
the grass.

The greater number of our Cinquefoils are
mountain flowers, gracing the banks of paths
traversed by the footsteps of few travellers,
and where their yellow or white blossoms live
and die ungathered and unseen. Some of
them, however, like the Creeping Cinquefoil,
are common flowers. Such is the white-
flowcred strawberry-leaved Cinquefoil (Poten-
tilla Fragariastrum), which, in March and
April, has leaves and flowers so like the straw-
berry plants, that all save the botanist would
deem 1ts blossom the harbinger of the ruddy
fruit of summer. 'The Hoary Cinquefoil
(Potentilla argentea), with its flowers smaller
than those of the creeping kind, and its
leaves downy on their under surface, is less
frequent in meadows and by road-sides on a
gravelly soil, blooming in Junc; and frequent
as any of the species, is the handsome Silver-
weed (Potentilla anserina), with its leaves pale
beneath, with a profuse quantity of silky down,
and flowers shaped exactly like those of the
engraving.









COMMON BUGLE.—4juga reptans.

Class DipyxaM1a. Order GyMNosPERMIA. Nat. Ord, LaBiAT®.
LaBiate Tring.

WaEeN wandering during May or June on the
moist meadows or pasture lands, we rarely fail
to find the Bugle blooming there. Its flowers,
though commonly of a purplish blue colour,
vary to pale lilac, and occasionally to a pure
white. The stem is ercct, but the creeping
shoots procecding from it distinguish the
species. It is too pretty and frequent a wild
flower to have been unnoticed by poets, and
we find it enmmerated by Clare, among the
wild ornaments of Cowper Green :
“ Thine’s full many a pleasing bloom

Of blossoms lost to all perfume ;

Thine, the Dandelion flowers,

Gilt with dew like suns with showers ;

Harebells thine, and Bugles blue,

And Cuckoo flowers all sweet to view :

The wild Woad on each road we see ;

And medicinal Betony

By thy woodside railing reeves,

With Antique Mullein’s flannel leaves.”

The Bugle is still a village remedy for various
diseases, and its properties arc astringent. It

is rarcly now used for wounds, though it was
once much relied on as a vulnerary. Its old
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names are Brown Bugle, Middle Comfrey,
Sicklewort, and Carpenter’s Herb; the last
two being significant of its uses in healing the
wounds made by the sharp implements of the
husbandman or mechanic.

We have four wild species of this genus, but
one only besides the Common Bugle is at all
a frequent flower. This is the Ground Pine
or Ycllow Bugle (djuga Chamapitys), which is
not uncommon on sandy or gravelly fields in
Kent and Surrey, blossoming during April
and May.  Its yellow bloows are formed like
those of the engraving, but the whole appear-
ance of the plant is very dissimilar, as the
leaves are long and narrow, resembling those
of a Pine, and the flowers, which are yellow,
spotted with red, secm to hide among them.
The two remaining species, the Pyramidal
Bugle (4juga pyramidalis), and the Alpine
Bugle (4juga alpina), have blue or purple
flowers.  The former grows on Highland pas-
tures ; -the latter on mountains.









NETTLE-LEAVED BELL-FLOWER.

Campanula Trackelium.

Class PentaANDRIA.  Order MoNoaynia. Nat. Ord. CaMpaxu-
LACEXE.—BELL-¥LOWER TRIBE.
Bravrirvn as the woods are in July with
their well-clad boughs waving in the breeze,
yet woodland flowers are fewer in number than
i the spring. Some large species of Bell-
flower are, however, conspicuous among the
bushes of the wood or hedge-bank, and that
represented in the engraving is very common
there. It is a hairy plant, with an angular
stem, and pendent purple blossoms ; while the
leaf 1s sufficiently like that of a nettle to give
to the species its distinctive name. Though
so frequent in the green lanes and woods
of some parts of England, it is, in Scotland,
a rarc flower, but has been found on the old
walls of Mugdoch Castle near Glasgow, and
in a few other places. 1t has been described
by the poet:—
“ And there with hispid leaf and blooms
Of darken’d sapphire, richly swinging,
The Bell-flower nettle-leaved illumes
With azure light the woods ; while bringing

Around it troops of insect things,
With merry song and dancing wings.”
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plant, though often more than two feet
18 neither the largest nor the handsomest
r wild Campanulate flowers. The Giant
lower (Campanula latifolia) far outrivals
t only in the beauty of its brighter blue
oms, but in the size of the whole plant.
t in some of the northern counties, 1t is
in England; but it is a common flower in
voody glens of Scotland.
1e genus received its name from Campana,
, the species having the flowers bell-shaped.
have ten native kinds. Some of them, like
Harebell, are graceful and delicate; but
«al, like the nettle-leaved species, are showy
ts. One of this family, the Rampion Bell-
er (Campanula Rapunculus), grows wild in
e of the gravelly lands of our midland
ities, flowering In July and August. Its
s are much cultivated in France and Ttaly,
occasionally in our own country. They
called Ramps, and arc caten boiled with
e, or cold with vinegar and pepper.
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WOOD LOOSESTRIFE.— Lysimackia

nemorum.

Class PeNTANDRIA. Order MonocYNIA. Nat. Ord. PrivMu-
LACE&.—PRIMROSE TRIBE.

Tuis flower, which 1s called also Yellow Pim-
pernel, is very frequent in woods and copscs,
and other shady places, from May till July.
The stems arc weak, and trail over the ground,
and the foliage is of a remarkably light and
delicate green hue. It belongs to a genus of
plants once greatly valued, because of the
absurd notion cntertained by the ancients,
that, when put upon the yokes of restive
oxen, they rendered them gentle and submis-
sive. Linnaus says, that the genus was named
from Lysimachus, King of Sicily, who first
used it for this purposc; and the English
word Loosestrife 1s a translation of its old
Greck name. The Wood species was called
in Gerarde’s time Serpentaria ; because, as he
says, “1f serpents be wounded they do heal
themselves with this herb.” The Loosestrifes
have, however, notwithstanding their reputa-
tion, little beyond their beauty to recommend
them to our regard; but they are all pretty
yellow flowers, some of them much more con-
spicuous than the little wood species, and often
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very ornamental to the sides of streams an
rivers. We have five native species. Th
Great Ycllow Loosestrife (Lysimackia vulgaris
i1s by no mecans an uncommon flower durin
July, by the river side, or on moist mcadow
or bogs of England, though m Scotland it i
rare. It 1s sometimes two or three feet high
with large clusters of golden blossoms. It ha
scarcely any odour, and no modern botanis
has any high opinion of its properties or uses
but of old times, if we may trust to pocts, ?
was thought to possess some powers whic
rendered 1t serviceable to man.  Some lines 1
the Faithful Shepherdess allude to it :—

“Yellow Lysimachus, to give sweet rest

To the faint shepherd ; killing, where it comes,
All busy gnats, and every fly that hums.”

The tall Tufted Looscstrife (Zgsimacka
thyrsiflora), and the Four-leaved Looscstrii
(Lysimachia punclata), arc rare flowers; bu
the Crecping Looscstrife (Lysimaclkia numma
laria) is, like our yellow Pimperncl, common i
watery places, flowering in June. It is calle
also Moneywort and Herb Twopence, an
has creeping stems. It is a hardy plant, an
1s often cultivated in gardens upon rock-worl
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COMMON SOAPWORT.—Saponaria

Class DEoANDRIA.  Order Digysia. Nat. Ord. CARYOPIIYLLEE.
CHIcRWEED TrIBE.

Tars plant is one of thosc which seem to
follow the footstcps of man, and is much more
frequently found near villages than in the more
secluded spots of the landscape. It is in
blossomm during July and August, on road-
sides, hedge-banks, and the margins of woods,
often at the distance of two or three minutes’
walk from the village. It usually grows to
the height of a foot, or a foot and a half, with
a rather stout cylindrical stem, and the cluster
of flowers 1s of a pale rose colour. It was
formerly called Bruisewort, and considered
healing in its nature. A double variety is
cultivated in gardens, and Gerarde says of it,
“It is phnted m gardens for the flowers’
sake, to the decking up of houses, for the
which purpose it chloﬂy serveth.”

We have but one wild species of Suponaria,
and Dboth the English and scientific names
allude to the soapy principle which exists more
or less in all the plants of the genus. Our
Soapwort will make a lather with hot water,
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and in former times it was used in baths
cleanse and beautify the skin. It will remo
stains or grease almost as well as soap.

The saponine principle of plants is col
sidered to be of a poisonous nature. M. Mal
pert and M. Bonnet made several experimen
on plants containing it, and they ascertaine
not only its deleterious principle, but its exis
ence in plants in which it had not bee
suspected. Though most plentiful in all part
of the Soapwort, it 1s contained also i th
Corn Cockle (dgrostemma Githago), but i
this instance the saponine is found only in th
roots and unripe seeds. As much saponin
exists in the Nottingham Catchfly (Silex
nutans) as in the Soapwort, and lere it i
diffused throughout all parts of the plan
except the seed. Other chemists have dis
covered it in several species of the Pink anc
Carnation genus, in various species of ou
wild Lychnis, and even in the Scarlet Pim
pernel. It has long been known that the nut.
of the Horse Chestnut-trec contain a larg
quantity of saponine.
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COMMON CISTUS; OR, ROCK ROSE.
Helianthemum vulgare.

Class PoLYANDRIA, Order Monoayn1a. Nat, Ord. CISTACEE.
Roox-Rose Triss.

Tuis is truly a flower of the sun, for its deli-
cate petals are always closed when clouds
obscure the noon-day sky, or when evening
and its twilight and deepening shadow warns
blossoms and leaves to close before the coming
dews. Large clumps of Rock Roses may be
seen adorning our barren lands; and the dry
chalky cliff, or open dreary down, or hilly
pasture where the soil is of chalk or gravel,
often shows a gleam of beauty from their
numcrous golden flowers. The crumpled
petals arc very fragile, looking as if a rough
wind would scatter themn ; and indeed all the
Cistus tribe are remarkably cphemeral, even
among the flowers of the field, which have
from oldest times been symbols of quick
decay. Such is the irritability of the stamens
of the flower, that if touched ever so gently,
they lic down upon the petals. Calder Camp-
bell has some pleasing lines upon it :—

“ Midst Alpine clefts, or in rare grassy spots
Of mountain-ridges, where the wild bee dwells,

The Rock Rose with her yellow blossoms dots
Its dark and hoary leaves : a thousand spells
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Of delicate grace around it lingering, bind

The poet-gatherer’s heart to Beauty—found
Afar from beaten tracks, for Nature kind

Scatters her richest gems o’er loneliest ground.”

This plant blossoms from June to August,
and several variously coloured species are cul-
tivated in gardens.  The rosc-coloured variety
of this species, called by some writers Cisfus
rosens, was planted in the Botanic Garden of
Chelsca more than a century since, and is
thought by some botanists to be the Rose of
Sharon.  Speaking of this place, “ 1 observed
nothing,” says Munro, “bearing the appear-
ance of what we call a rose, and unless the
Rose of Sharon be the Cistus roseus, which
grows there abundantly, I know not what it
1.7 Mr. Wilde, who travelled in the same
region, also remarks that the Vale of Sharon
abounds with the white and red Cistus, and
expresses his opinion that this 1s the flower
intended by the Seripture writers.

The name of the genus is derived from sun
and flower, probably because the plant opens
only in sunshine. There are five British
species, but the one here represented is the
only one which is a common flower.
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COMMON ENCHANTER’S NIGHT-
SHADE.—Circea Lutetiana.

(lass D1axDRIA. Order Moxooynia. Nat. Ord. ONAGRARIA.
‘WiLrow HErs TRiBE.

Frowm the botanical and familiar name of this
flower, one would infer that it was among the
plants renowned in the annals of supcrstition
for magical uses. The Henbane and various
other herbs were in old times used in incanta-
tions, and doubtless, their use consisted in
stupifying or exciting by their fumes the mental
powers of those subjected to their influence.
In any narcotic or other powerful principle,
however, our Enchanter’s Nightshade is quite
deficient, and it rcceived its name simply
because it grows in those dark, damp places
to which the magicians resorted, in order that
their gloom might affect the imaginations of
their victims. Such spots were deemed fitted
for the spclls of the enchantress Circe. Charlotte
Smith has described one in her poews :—

“Re-echoed by the walls the owl obscene

Hoots to the night, as through the ivy green,
Whose matted tods the arch and buttress bind,
Sobs, in low gusts, the melancholy wind ;

The Conium there, her stalks bedropp’d with red.
Rears, with Circwa, neighbour of the dead ;

No. 10.
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Atropa, too, that, as the beldams say,
Shows her black fruit to tempt and to betray,
Nods by the mouldering shrine of Monica.”

The Conium is the Hemlock, the Atropa the
Deadly Nightshade.

Notwithstanding its cvil associations, our
Enchanter’s Nightshade is a pretty little flower,
and a frequent one too in shady places, while
it often grows wild in the garden, among the
bushes and trees. 'The blossoms, which are
white or rosc-coloured, appear in June and
July. The stem is about a foot, or a foot and
a half high, and the root is creeping. It is as
common beneath the shadow cast by the tall trees
of Canadian woods, as in the recesses of ours.

We have another wild species of the genus
growing in woods, coppices, and stony places,
especially by the sides of lakes in the north of
England and in Scotland; flowering in July and
August. This is the Alpinc Enchanter’s Night-
shade (Circwa alpinag). 1t much resembles the
common kind, the flowers being exactly like
it, and the leaves differing in little, except
their longer stalks. It is usually, however,
altogether a smaller plant than the former
species. Neither kind has any odour.
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SWEET MILK VETCH.—A4stragalus
Jlycyphyllus.

Class DiaveLrnra.  Order Decaxpria.  Not. Ord. LesuMinoss,
Pra anp Bean Triee.

SnouLp a person unaccustomed to this plant
find the leaves in April, when as yet it had not
blossomed, he would probably think that the
green spray was some seedling from the tree
of our gardens, called the False Acacia, for it
much resembles it. The foliage is larger than
that of any of our wild vetches. The plant
grows in woods and thickets, chiefly on a
gravelly or calcarcous soil, and the dingy yellow
butterfly-shaped flowers appear in May. The
stem 1s prostrate, extending two or three feet
over the ground, and the pods in which the
seeds are cuclosed. are about an inch long,
and curved in shape. This Milk Vetch is rare
in Scotland, and found more in the neighbour-
hood of Edinburgh than elsewhere; nor is it
a very frequent English flower, for though
abundant in some rural districts, it is quite
unknown in many. The flavour of the stems
and leaves is sweetish, but bitter. The plant
is apparently disliked by cattle, as they leave
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it untouched, otherwise it would be a valuable
plant for culture, because of its abundant
foliage.

We have another native specics, the Purple
Mountain Milk Vetch (dstragalus hypoglottis),
easily distinguished from the sweet species, not
only by the colour of its flowers, but by its
much smaller size. Its stem is weak, and only
a few inches high, with small sprays of leaflets,
and a cluster of flowers very large in proportion
to the foliage. It is of a bluish-purple colour,
and sometimes white. It grows on dry,
gravelly, or chalky pasture lands, cliefly in
the south of England. It is very plentiful
on the celebrated Royston Moor. The seed-
}essels are crect and hairy, and it flowers during

uly.

%otanists enumerate a third species of Milk
Vetch, (dstragalus alpinus,) which has been
found only in the Glen of the Dole, Clova, and
is distinguished by its spreading branched stem,
and spikes of white drooping flowers tipped
with purple; its sced-vessels hang down and
are covered with black hairs.
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COMMON EYEBRIGHT.—Euplrasia
officinalis.

Class DipyNaM1A. Order AxcrospErMiA. Nat. Ord. Sororuu-
LARINEZ.—F1oworT TRIBE.

Our pretty Euphrasy received its name from
Euphrosyne, and is thus expressive of joy or
pleasure. It merits the distinction, for few who
love flowers would look on it without gratifi-
cation. 1ts little blossoms are sprinkled over
the sides of chalky cliffs, or they stud the short
grass of mountains or open plains, or are almost
hidden among the taller herbage of the pasture
land. The plant is sometimes only an inch in
height, and bears but a single flower; but it
varlies so much, that on situations where it
thrives well, it becomes branched and taller,
and many blossoms are scattered among its
leaves.  The foliage is of bright green, and
deeply notched ; and the blossoms are either
white or pale lilac, streaked with purple. The
plant is very frequent, flowering from June to
August. Beautiful as it is, its name probably
refers rather to its properties than its loveli-
ness. It was supposed, some centuries since,
that the application of this plant would “ make
old eyes young again;” and our old herbalist,
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Culpepper, says, ““If the herb was but as much
used as it is neglected, it would have spoilt the
spectacle-maker’s trade, and a man would think,
that reason should teach people to prefer the
preservation of their natural sight before arti-
ficial spectacles.” Milton apparently held the
gencral opinion of its virtues, and represents
the Archangel Michael as employing it to
quicken the vision of our first parent, when
disobedience to his Maker had dimmed alike
the physical and mental eye. 'When directing
Adam to look forward into coming ages he
first
“The film removed

Which that false fruit, which promised clearer sight,

Had bred ; then purged with Euphrasy and Rue

The visual nerve, for he had much to see.”

No record remains to tell of the value of
Rue to the dimmed eyesight, but the use of
Euphrasy is still common in villages, though
modern oculists consider that it is injurious to
the eye. Lightfoot says, that the Highlanders
make an infusion of the plant with milk, and
anoint the patient’s eye with a feather dipped
into the liquid.
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RED CAMPION.—Lychnis dioica.

(lass DEcANDRIA. Order PEnTacYNIA Nat Ord. Carvo-
rHYLLE®S,—CHICKWEED TRIBE.

Tz attention of wanderers in green meadows
is often attracted by this handsome flower.
Though no sweet odour reaches us as the wind
blows over the hedge-bank on which it
flourishes, yet the absence of fragrance is
compensated by its beauty, and it is con-
spicuous among the many flowers of May or
of the still richer month of June. Country
people call this, as well as another species,
Bachclor’s Button. It is frequently one or
two feet in height.

There 1s a white varicty of this flower, which
may easily be known by its resemblance to it
in all respects, save the hue of its blossoms. It
has a sweet fragrance in the evening, and is on
this account called by some botanists Lycknis
vespertina. It is occasionally cultivated as a
border flower; but though its perfume is
agreeable, yet it is far less powerful than that
of some night-flowering blossoms; such, for
cxample, as the night-blowing Stock of our
gardens, or the night-flowering Catchfly of
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our corn-fields. Both the Red and White
Campions are frequent flowers, and both are
dicecious ; that is, they have stamens in one
flower and pistils in another. The ovary or
seed-vessel is always much larger in the white,
than in the red kind.

The genus Lychnis has, like that of Silene,
the English name of Catchfly, on account of the
clammy sccretion on its stems and foliage ;
though this is not quite so abundant in any
of our native Lychnises as in some species of
the allicd genus. The flowers and other
characteristics of the two genera are indecd
so similar, that only a practised botanist dis-
covers the differcnce. The name of Lychnis is
taken from a lamp, because the cottony down
of some of the species has been burnt for
wicks. We have, besides the Red or White
Campion, three other species. Two of them
grow on mountains, but onc is a common
tlower. This is the Meadow Lychnis or Ragged
Robin (Zychnis Flos Cucul), with rose-coloured
jagged petals. It is common during June in
moist meadows.
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COMMON SORREL.—Rumer acetosa.

Class HExaNpRIA. Order Diaysia. Nat. Ord. PoLYGONEA
PErsoar1a TRIBE.

Awrmost all whose carly life has been spent in
the country, are faniliar with this plant. Its
stemn, often two feet and sometimes three in
height, looks gay, when in June and July the
large bunches of small red flowers give their
colour to the meadow or other grassy spots.
The leaves and juicy stems, though not so
powerfully acid as those of the Wood Sorrel,
have, howcver, a very agrecable acid flavour
when the plant is in full season, though in the
early months of spring they are almost taste-
less. They arc sometimes boiled as spinach,
or are used to flavour salads and soups. The
plant, by cultivation, increases both in size and
acidity, and 1s often rcared in gardens for the
use of the table. The Laplanders use the
foliage to turn their milk sour, and in Iceland,
as well as in France, it is caten with fish. The
flowers are red tinged with green, and as they
increase in size become of a purplish colour ;
and the root is very astringent, and is con-
sidered to possess valuable medicinal proper-

ties. When dried and boiled, it yields a good
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red dye. All our domestic animals are fond
of this and the other species of sorrel.

A smaller species, called Sheep’s Sorrel,
(Rumex acetosella,) is very frequent in dry
pastures, and, wherever it abounds, may be
regarded as a certain Indication of barren
land. Ilaller observes that it is often found
growing in coal-yards ; and it flourishes
wherever iron prevails in the soil. It is very
variable in size, growing to the height of from
five to ten inches, and becoming, at the end
of summer, of a rich red colour. Besides its
smaller size, it 1s distinguishable from the
common species by the form of its leaves; for
though the shape of those on the stem varies
very much, yet the root-leaves taper towards the
end, and are at the base arrow-shaped.

These Sorrels are both included m the Dock
genus, and their flowers are very similar to the
blossoms of those plants, but the leaves of the
Docks are not acid.
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CUCKOO FLOWER.— Cardamine pratensis.

Class TETRADYNAMIA. Order SiLiquosa. Nai. Ord. CRUCIFERE.
Crucirerous TRIBE.

SuveErAL of our wild flowers have a name
which connects them with the bird whose
note is one of the sweet voices of the spring.
Thus the Wood Sorrel was of old called
Cuckoo’s Meat; and Cuckoo Flower is still
the name of a species of Lychnis, while the
Cuckoo buds of Shakspeare were our Butter-
cups. The flower of the engraving is the
“ Lady’s Smock all silver white,” of our great
dramatist ; and it is said to have been thus
called becausc 1ts whitish blossoms, when
thickly scattered among the grass, might re-
mind one of linen laid there to bleach. The
plant blooms in May, and before the sun has
fully whitened it, is of a dclicate lilac colour.
It 1s sometimes found double. It is about a
foot high, and the root-lcaves are differently
formed from those on the stem, the leaflets
on the latter being roundish and slightly
toothed, while those of the former are slender
and uncut at the ecdges. The foliage is
pungent, and has been used for salad, but it has
not the pleasant flavour of the water-cress,
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which is so often its companion on the borders
of the stream. The Cuckoo Flower is very
plentiful in moist meadows, and the double
variety is remarkably proliferous, as the leaflets
produce new plants when they come in contact
with the ground, and when the flowers wither,
a stalked flower-bud rises from their centres.

This genus received its name from two
Greek words, signifying the “heart,” and “to
fortify ;” because of its supposed strengthening
propertics. It contains five native specics,
and onc other is as abundant in the moist
meadow, as 1s the Cuckoo Flower. This is
the Hairy Bitter Cress (Cardamine hirsuia).
Its flowers are small and quite white, and its
height varies from four inches to a foot. In
dry situations it ripens its seeds in March or
April, but on most shady places it continues
in flower from March till the end of the sumimner.
The leaves and young flower-stems afford a
pleasant salad.
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BLADDER CAMPION, OR CATCHFLY.
Silene inflata.

Class Decaxpria.  Order Triaynia. Nat. Ord. CARYOPBYLLEE.
CHIcKWEED TEIBE.

Our engraving offers the representation of
a flower, which is very familiar to most English
readers, and yet there are some districts, as
the neighbourhood of Tonbridge Wells, where
the plant, so common eclsewhere, is regarded as
a rarity. It grows in meadows, but is morce
frequent by road-sides, flowering from June
to August. It is very variable both in the size
and number of its white flowers, and the shape
of its leaves, which have, however, always o
sea-green  bloom upon their swrface; while
the flower-cup, vemed, as if with a network,
and inflated like a bladder, distinguishes it from
the other specics.  The young shoots have the
odour and flavour of green peas, and are
sometimes Dboiled as asparagus; though the
writer of these pages has found them too bitter
to prove agreeable. They are, however, per-
fectly wholesome, and the bitterness might
be removed by blanching. Bryant, in his
Flora Diefetica, says that their culture would
well reward the gardener’s trouble. This flower
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was formerly called Spatling. The botanical
name of the genus is formed from the word
Saliva, and the English name refers also to
the viscid secretion of several of the species.
In the Bladder Campion this is not very great,
but in some it is so profusc that the stems
and leaves arc to be seen covered with small
black insects, which they have attracted, and
then held prisoners.  We have ten native
specics, and some are interesting on account of
their being night-blooming flowers.  The
night-flowering  Catchfly (Silene noctiflora),
with large reddish-white blossoms, is delici-
ously scented in the evening. No less fragrant
are the flowers of onc variety of the Nottingham
Catchfly. This is by some writers called Silene
paradora. It grows on Dover Cliffs, and
hundreds daily pass it during May, and see
only the white blossoms, looking as if the sun
had withered them.  Yet by six o’clock in the
cvening, the grassy spots seem whitencd by
its stars, and the perfume appears to the
author to be more powerful than that of any
other wild flower.
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COMMON THRIFT.—S8tatice Armeria.

Class PexraNDRrIA. Order PENTAGYNIA. Natf. Ord. PLUMBAGINEZE.
Turrrr TriBE.

THe salt marsh, covered with its short grasses
and maritime plants, is usually a treeless dreary
waste. Yet a few flowers spring up there, as
if to remind us that there is no spot on this
wide world on which the Great Creator has not
scattered some object of interest or heauty;
just as there is no hwman life so sad, but that
some joy can find room to grow. Large
patches of the Thrift may be seen from afar on
the marsh, sometimes brightening it into a
deep rosc-colour, but more often giving it a
pale pink or lilac hue. The flowers appear
from June to August, forming round heads of
blossoms, interspersed with chaffy scales, and
growing on downy stalks to the height of four
or five inches. The summit of the flower-stalk
1s cased In a brown membranous sheath, and
the slender leaves all proceed from the roots.

This plant is called also Sea Gilliflower, and
our old writers term 1t Ladies’ Cushions, while
it is known in France as the Gazon d’ Espagne.
It is well named Thnift, for it will thrive in
spots where little nutriment is afforded by the
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soil ; and far up the cliff on the sea-shore, it
blooms among the crevices, often to be seen
by no eye save that of the wild sea-bird, whose
nest is perched in some cavity near it. It
flourishes, too, on clevated inland mountains.
When it is a plant of the saline soil, it pos-
scsses iodine and salts of soda ; but when it
grows inland, it loscs the 10dine, and exchanges
soda for potash.

The genus Statice was named from the
Greek word, to stop; ecither because the tang-
ling stems would arrest the footstep, or that
some of the plants were supposed to arrest
disease.  Tt, however, appears originally to
have belonged to another genus.  There are
besides the Thrift, three British specics, which
are not very similar it, and arc called Sca
Lavander, from their lilac-tinted flowers.
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CATHARTIC FLAX.—LZLsnum catharticum.

Class PENTaNDRIA, Order Punracysia. Nat. Ord. Liez.
Frax Trisg.

Tuis little flower is very plentiful on dry
grassy spots, during June and July, but is so
inconspicuous as to be often overlooked, its
stem being seldom more than five or six inches
high. It is a pretty slender plant, and small
as it is, is not without its uses. In country
places it is often called Mill Mountain, and
an infusion, made cither from the fresh or
dried plant, is an old medicine for rheumatism,
and has been recommended for this malady
on the authority of some eminent botanists.
The small white flowers droop gracefully before
cxpansion.

The genus Linum is named from the Celtic
word ZLin, thread, on account of the uses of
some of the plants. We have, besides our
White Flax, two wild species of a blue colour,
the blossoms of which are of the same form as
this little vase-like flower, but they are very
much larger. The Common Flax (Linum
usitatissinum) is the species which is usually

No. 11.
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cultivated for commerce, but as its seeds some-
times spring up in our corn-ficlds, it is by some
writers enumerated among our wild flowers.
It has large purplish-blue blossoms, and af-
fords, in the strong fibres of its stems, the
valuable material for our thread and linen,
while the sced 1s serviceable for its oil.  The
Perennial Flax (Zénam perenne) is more truly
wild. It is a beautiful bluc blossom, so fragile
that 1t will scarcely bear gathering, as its petals
arc scattered to the winds on the gentlest touch.
When bowing down to the gale which sweeps
across the chalky hills, it is a most graceful
and clegant little flower. It blooms in June
and July, and is usually about a foot in height.
1ts fibres afford as good a substance for linen,
as do thosc of the Common Flax. A light-
blue speeics, the Narrow-leaved Pale Flax,
(Linum angustifolium,) 1s very similar to it, but
the flowers are paler in colour. 1t is frequent
during June and July, on the sandy pastures of
our island, especially those which are near the
sea. Its leaves are very narrow, tapering to a
point.
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GREAT NETTLE.— Urtica dioica.

Class Moxmera.  Order TerraNprIA.  Nat. Ord. URTICEE.
Nuyrrue Trise.

Turs well-known plant of our every wayside
has, at some period or other, inflicted a wound
on almost all who have sought for wild flowers.
Its green blossowms, tinged sometimes with pur-
plish red, hang in clusters upon its dark fur-
rowed steni in July and August. The lcaves
are beset with numerous hairs, each with so
fine a point that it can ecasily penctrate the
skin, and being in itself a tube, which conveys
poison from a little gland at the basc. This
species 1s, however, less virulent than the rare
Roman Nettle, (Urtica pilulifera,) which grows
about walls, espccially near the sea, and which
leaves a much greater irritation after the touch
The sting of our native species is, however,
far outdone by those of hotter climes. Thus
a nettle of India, (Uilica crenulata,) though
touched ever so slightly, causes inflammation
in the finger, which gradually extends itsclf
to all the limbs, and causes mntense suffering
for several days; while the celebrated nettle
of Timor, called by the natives Daounsetan,
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or Devil’s Leaf, produces cffects which are said
to last a year, and sometimes to cause death.

Our common nettle grows all over Europe,
as well as in Barbary, Siberia, and Japan. At
least thirty distinct species of insects in our
native land derive their support from its stems
and foliage; its tender shoots are i early
spring boiled for a table vegetable, and a
strong decoction of its leaves will curdle milk
without imparting a disagreeable flavour, while
the fibres of its stalk are, like those of hemp,
capable of being made into ropes, cloth, and
paper. The juices are said to be uscful in
stopping the leaks of casks, and other wooden
vessels. For this purpose the green nettles are
rubbed over the apertures, and the juice enter-
ing in coagulates and prevents the contents
from running out. This result is obtained by
the application of the plant for a few minutes.

Besides the two named species, we have a
much smaller kind, which is a very common
plant. The Lesser Nettle (Urtica urens) grows
on waste and cultivated grounds. It is of
a brighter green than the other, and blossoms
from June till October.
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SALAD BURNET.—Polecrium Sanguisorba.

Cluss Moxacia.  Order Poryaxoria.  Nat. Ord. RosacEx.
Rose Trise.

Trrs plant is very abundant on dry pastures,
especially on such as have a chalky soil. On
chalk cliffs, both those which tower above the
shore, and which skirt the green lanes of
England, the Salad Burnet is very general,
though it is not frequent in Scotland or Ire-
land. The sprays of dark green leaflets are
almost as ornamental as the blossoms, and
they have, when Dbruised, a slight odour of
cucuntber. It 1s on this account that the plant
received its English name, for the foliage was
formerly used in salads. Its use, like that of
other of our wild herbs, is now almost for-
gotten, since so many good edible vegetables
are reared in our gardens at little cost; and
Lamb’s Lettuce, and Old Man’s Pcpper, and
Salad Burnet are left ungathered in the field,
save when the rambler there takes them for his
noscgay of wild flowers. The plant, while
young and green, was also sometimes steeped
m wine, which was with this addition con-
sidered very exhilarating; and a kind of
medicinal beverage was made by its infusion,
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which was believed to be a valuable medicine
in many complaints. The “cool tankard,”
too, once so highly enjoyed, was thought to be
improved either by Burnet or the still more
renowned Borage; and hence the botanic name
of the genus, from poferion, a drinking-cup.
It was formerly sown on dry soils, with Trefoil,
as an herbage plant ; and Shakspere refers to
“The even mead, that crst brought sweetly forth

The freckled Cowslip, Burnet, and sweet Clover ;”
but it is not cultivated in the present day.
The flowers are of greenish purple, and the
upper blossoms in cach head have crimson tufted
pistils ; while fron the lower ones hang nume-
rous delicate thread-like stamens, which render
the plant very beautiful.

We have but onc British species of this
genus.  The plant called Common Burnet
(Sanguisorba officinalis) is, however, very nearly
allied to it. Both the foliage and flower are
much larger than those represented by the en-
graving, and the heads of blossom are oblong
in form, and of a browner hue. It grows, too,
on a very different soil, and is not uncommon,
from Junc to September, in moist meadows.
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SHEPHERD’S NEEDLE.—Scandia Peclen.

Class PesranprIA.  Order Dicysia,  Nat. Ord. UNBLLLIFER A,
UmBELLIFEROUS TRILE.

Turre is something very pleasing in the old
English names of many of our wild flowers.
They are connected with rural haunts and
habits, and bear with them remembrances of
those old simplers and herbalists, who, though
they might have greatly overrated the virtues
of plants, yet found out many things respect-
ing them which have proved of use to succeed-
ing generations. Very often, too, they are
significant of some obvious feature of the
plant, or some property which distinguishes it.
Thus, the Shepherd’s Purse has its sceds m
little heart-shaped pouches, formed like the
purses of olden times; and the Shepherd’s
Weather-glass foretells the rain by closing up
its petals ; and our Shepherd’s Needle has very
peculiar sced-vessels, growing in clusters of five
or six, long, and tapering to a point, and cach
as large, m some specimens, us a packing
needle. The plant has in an carlier stage
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small clusters of tiny white flowers, and is very
abundant in corn-fields during June and July.

Its foliage is of a bright green, its stems
and seed-vessels are rather rough on the sur-
face, and the plant varies in height from a few
inches to a foot. Its botanic name is taken
from the Greek word #o prick, because of its
sharp-pointed secd-vessels; and in some rural
districts it has also the familiar names of Venus’s
Comb, and Needle Chervil. It is thought to
be the same plant named by the Grecks, and
to have becn eaten by them boiled as greens.
We have but one British species of the genus.

It is an umbelliferous plant, and belongs
to a family the plants of which have a great
resemblance to each other. They have all
white or yellow flowers, growing on rays around
a central point, like the spokes of an umbrella.
The corolla has five petals, five stamens, and
two pistils. Their flowers enliven the grassy
spots in early spring-time and through the
summer. Several of our tablc vegetables, as
the carrot, are umbelliferous plants.
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COMMON MOUSE-EAR HAWKWEED.
Hieracium Pilosella.

Class SyNGENESIA.  Order Kquaus. Nat. Ord. Composins.
Comrouxp Frowers.

Tue IMawkweed family is one of the most
perplexing, not only to the unpractised botanist,
but also to those who have studied plants long
and well.  Sir W. Hooker calls it a  trouble-
some genus,” and all who have attempted to
1dentify its specics have found it so. A great
difference of opinion exists among scientific
men as to the number of spec1es, some con-
sidering certain points in various kinds of a
permanent naturc, others as only occasional.
All the Hawkweeds, like the Mouse-Ear, have
yellow flowers, but this species is readily dis-
tinguished from the rest by its creeping shoots,
which run over or just beneath the surface
of the soil. The blossoms are of a bright
lemon colour, and in most of them the outer
florets are striped with red beneath ; and as the
young unclosed flower-buds often exhibit the
same bright colour, this plant in its different
stages of growth is cxccedingly varied and
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beautiful. Long hairs are thinly scattered
over the leaves, the under surfaces of which
are of a whitish grey, and the young shoots
are of the same colour. This plant is very
abundant everywhere on dry sunny banks,
flowering from May till the end of July.

Among the strange fancies respecting
flowers which the ancients entertained, was
that which ascribed to the juices of this family
of plants the power to strengthen the vision of
birds of prey. Ilawks were supposed to resort
with their young ones for this purpose to the
Hawkweed. Heuee the scientific name of
the genus, which has a synonym in almost
every country in Europe. Thus we have
IHawkweed, and the Germans call the plant
Habichtskraut, and the French, Eporviérc.
Several of the Hawkweeds are very pretty
flowers, and we have many brought from other
lands to decorate our gardens. Onc native
specics is also cultivated as a border flower.
This is the large handsome Orange llawk-
weed, (Hicracium aurantiacum,) with hairs on
its stalk, which are black at the base; henc
it is often called Grim the Collier.
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COMMON BRAMBLE, OR BLACK-
BERRY.—Rubus fruticosus.

Class Icosanpria.  Order Porveysia. Nat. Ord. Rosacex.
Rose TriBe.

Few are unacquainted with a plant whose fruits
are so pleasing to the simple taste of childhood,
and whose white flowers, somctimes tinged
with pink, decorate every hedge during July
and August. Elliott has said of it,
“ Though woodbines flaunt and roses grow
O’er all the fragrant bowers,
Thou need’st not be ashamed to show
Thy satin-threaded flowers ;
For dull the eye, the heart as dull,
That cannot feel how fair,
Amid all beauty, beautiful
Thy tender blossoms are.”
This, as well as some others of the genus, is
a biennial woody plant, producing suckers from
the root, which ripen and bear leaves one
year, and flowers and fruits the next.  Pliny
sald that the propagation of trces by layers
was taught the ancients by the bramble-bush.
Knapp has obscrved of both this and the
Dewberry, (Rubus caesius,) that they may
Umost be considered as evergreens, and adds,
hat we have perhaps no other shrubby plant
waturally deciduous cxcept the Privet.  These
shrubs may be often scen with many green or
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purplish leaves on their boughs when all others,
save the Ivy and the Ilolly, are stripped of
their summer honours.

The ancients held the notion that both flower
and fruit of the bramble were cfficacious against
the bite of serpents; and that the young shoots,
eaten as salad, served to fasten the loosened
tecth, was an old fancy in our own country.
The green twigs have been used for dyeing;
the stems are employed for thatching cottages ;
and the fruits arc preserved or eaten in pud-
dings. In Sweden the berries of the Arctic
Bramble, (Rubus Arcticus,) as well as those of
the Cloudberry, (Rubus Chamemorus,) are
highly prized for various domestic uses. The
berries of both these species are larger than
our Blackberry. The Cloudberry is found on
Alpine moors in this country, and has an agrec-
able flavour. It is much ecaten both by the
Laplanders and Norwegians. The Aretic Bram-
ble is found in Scotland, but rarely. The genus
is named from the Celtic word R«d, red, from
the colour of some of the fruits. The common
Raspberry is included in it, and is sometimes
found wild in the north of our island. Gerarde
calls it Raspis, or Hindberry.
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KNOTTED FIG-WORT.—S8croplularic
nodosa.

Class Dipyramia. Order Anc1osPERMIA. Nat. Ord. Scroriut-
LARINEE.— F16-worT TrIBE.

Tw1s is a frequent plant in woods and moist
grounds. The dingy grecnish-purple flowers
appear in June and July, and the leaves ave
heart-shaped at the base, and taper to a point,
being notched like the teeth of a saw. The
upper leaves arc small, but lower down the
stem they are two or three inches in length.
The stem 1s square, and rises to the height of
three or four feet, so that the loose cluster of
small flowers is an inconspicuous part of this
tall plant. This species 1s named from its
knotted root; but another species is cqually
common, and generally found close by rivers
and streams. This is the Water Fig-wort,
or Water Betony (Scrophularia aquatica).
The flowers resemble those of the engraving ;
but it 1s a stouter, more compact plant, and
the notches and ends of the leaves are rounder.
There is one feature, too, which at once dis-
tinguishes it: the stem is square, like that of
the knotted kind, but its angles, instead of
being blunt, have on them a thin green
expansion, which renders it what the botanist
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would call winged. It has a disagreeable
odour, like that of the Elder-tree, and both
species are usually considered unwholesome,
and are disliked by cattle. That the Water
Fig-wort may be used as food, has, however,
been proved ; for during the celebrated siege
of Rochelle by Cardinal Richelien, in lG:ZH,
the soldiers, when i great distress, resorted
to the roots of various plants, and were in
their extremity mainly s {)‘portcd by those of
this Fig-wort. The French to this day call the
plant /lerbe du Sicge, in memory of the cvent.
The Rev. C. A. Johns, mn his “ Flowers of the
Tield,” remarks that the stems of this plant,
though hollow and succulent, are rigid when
dead, and prove very troublesome to anglers,
owing to their lines becoming entangled in the
withered capsules.

The flowers of the Fig-wort are very attrac-
tive to several insccts, and are said to be
especially resorted to by wasps. There are
two other specics besides those named: the
Balm-leaved ¥ig-wort (Scrophularia scoro
donia), and the Yellow Fig-wort (Serophularia
vernalis), but they are not commnon flowers,
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PERFOLIATE YELLOW WORT.—Cllora
perfoliata.

Class Octaxpria.  Order Monocyyia, Nat. Ord. GENTIANEE.
GenriaN Trise.

T'uis plant is very ornamental to the grassy
parts of the chalky cliffs, or to the verdure
which clothes our hill sides. It 1s well named
Yellow Wort, for not only are the blossoms
of a full bright yellow colour, but the whole
plant affords a good dye of that hue. It
flowers from July till September, at which
scason yellow blossoms are so prevalent, that
they colour the scene almost as much as the
Buttercups of spring tint the places where they
abound. llawkweeds, from a delicate lemon
to a full orange colour, arc everywhere abun-
dant; Ragworts, bright as the golden sunbeam,
and Hawks’-beards, and Sow-thistles, and
Goats’-beards, which open only to the cloud-
less sky, rival the bright tints of the Dande-
Lions, which glitter like stars among the grasses.
The leaves of the Yellow Wort are joined at
the base, so that the stalk gocs through them,
and hence its specific name. Both foliage and
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stems arc thickly covered with that pale sea-
green bloom, which, like the grey powder on
the plun, may be rubbed off by the finger;
the plant too is remarkably subject to attacks
of mildew. It is about a foot high, and is
a common flower on chalky hilly places in
the middle and south of England, and grows
well near the sca, as on the cliffs at Dover,
where it 1s remarkably abundant and Iuxu-
riant. It is not common in Scotland, though
found on the chalky lands of almost all the
countrics of Europe.

The genus Chlora was thus named from the
Greek word gellow, from the colour of its
flowers. It is intensely bitter, and belongs to
the same natural order as the Gentians.  The
bitter principle exists in a greater or less degree
i all these Gentlanea, and 1s tonie in its nature;
that of the Chlora, though not so powerful as
in the Gentian, may be used medicinally in the
same cases as those in which the latter plant
would be employed.






WILD THYMY 7w, Soepyllum



WILD THYME.—Z%ymus Serpyllum.

Nass Dipynamia. Order Gymxosrirmia. Nai. Ord. Lasiara.
Tug Lasiare TrIsE.

It is pleasant to wander over the hank
vhereon the Wild Thyme Dblows,” and to
reathe the air which, in July and August,
s fragrant with the odour of its purple flowers
ind aromatic leaves. 1t is very abundant on
Iry hilly pastures, and Dr. Armnstrong, in his
selebrated poem on the Art of Preserving
Jealth, recommends such spots as peeunliarly
salubrious.

“ Mark where the dry champaign
Swells into cheerful hills; where Marjoram
And Thyme, the love of bees, perfume the air,

There bid thy roofs, high on the basking steep.
Ascend ; there light thy hospitable fires.”

Doubtless the pure air of such places
strengthens the hwnan frame, and we know
well that sheep flourish where Thyme s
plentiful. It was long thought that the value
of the animal was increased by feeding on
T'hyme, but this is generally known to be an
error.  Mr. Bowlcs, the author of the “ Sheep-
Wa};cs in Spain,” says that sheep are not fond

0.12.
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of aromatic plants, and that they will carefully
push aside the Thyme to get at the grass
growing beneath. He adds that they ncver
touch it, except when walking upon it, when
they will catch at anything.

The odour of the Wild Thyme is increased
when we tread upon it, and its flavour is very
similar to that of the kind cultivated in the
kitchen-garden ; like that plant, too, it yiclds
a strong essential oill. It was owing to its
grateful aroma that the genus derived its name
from the Greck word signifying mental vigour,
its balsamic odour being supposed to strengthen
the animal spirits.  Country people make the
Thyme into tea for curing head-ache, and also
consider it a certain cure for nightmare. Few
wild plants vary more than this in size. When
growing on dry exposed downs it is small and
close to the ground, but when springing up
among the Furze and Broom and Ling, and
other plants of the Heath land, its stalk is
often a foot high, and its cluster of flowers
much larger. The leaves, too, are in some
plants hairy, and in others quite smooth. It
1s the only British species of the genus.






DYERS GRLEN WLLD.— Genista Tinctor wa.



DYER'S GREEN-WEED.—Genista
Tinctoria.
Cluss DispEveurs.  Order DEoaNDRIA.  Natf, Ord. LEGuminos&.
PEa axp BEaN TrIBE.

Axorger familiar name for this plant is,
Woad-waxen. 1t is frequent in England, on
pastures, field-borders and thickets, and is
commion, too, in the Lowlands of Scotland.
Its pale yellow butterfly-shaped flowers open
in July and August. The stem of the plant
is about one or two feet high, and in some
specimens the blossoms become double, as in
those which grow on the rocks near Ilkley in
Yorkshire. The plant yields a good yellow
colour, and is used by dyers. The author of
the “Journal of a Naturalist” says, “Our
poorer people, a few years ago, used to collect
1t by cart-loads, about the month of July, and
the season of Woad-waxen was a little harvest
tothem ; but it interfered greatly with our hay-
making. Women could gain about two shil-
lings a-day clear of expenses by gathering it.”
The collecting the Dyer's-weed is a very
laborious employment, as the roots extend a
good way into the soill. The writer referred
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to adds that the trade is not so common now,
and is discouraged by the farmers. This plant
is seldom eaten by cattle. It grows in most
countries of Europe, and is, by people in
villages, used as a medicine for various mala-
dies.

We have three wild species of Genista. The
Needle Green-weed, or Petty Whin (Genista
Anglica), is not unfrequent on moist heaths
and moory grounds. It is alow shrub; its
stems are tough, about a foot high, and
studded at intervals with sharp thorns. The
flowers are very similar to those of the
engraving. The Hairy Green-weed (Genista
pilosa) is a more rare plant. It has no thorns,
and its yellow flowers are smaller than those
of the other species. They bloom in May,
and again in Autumn. The stems are much
gnarled and branched, and the leaves are often
covered on the under surface with silky hairs.

The genus received its name from the Celtic
Gen, a small bush, whence also 1s derived the
French name of the plant, Genet. From the
same origin is the name of the Plantagenet
family.






COMMON DAISY.—«Bellig perepsys,



COMMON DAISY.—Bellis perennis.

Class SYNeENESIA., Order SupeRFLUA. Nat. Ord. ComposiTa,
Comrounp FLoWERS.

Trere is no flower which seems so peculiarly
to belong to our native land as the Daisy.
Springing up in every meadow, in times
unkind,” as well as on the summer day, the
delight of childhood, how often does it scem
to recal

“ Some brief delight,
Some memory that had taken flight,
Some chime of fancy, wrong or right,
Or stray invention.”

English and Scottish poets have sung its
praises, from Chaucer downwards, who called
it Day’s Eye, because its flowers are shut at
night, and who says it is “of all flouris the
floure.” It is indeed what Wordsworth de-
scribes it, “ the poet’s darling;” and not the
less so, that, hike the wind, it comes to eve
ficld. In the north it is called Bairnwort,
because it is loved by children. And when the
traveller sees its rosy-tipped flowers amon
the grass of other lands, as at Madeira, where
it is naturalized, or beholds it cherished in a
garden-pot in India, it brings back a thought
of his early days. Many httle flowers,” says
Backhouse, when in Australia, “begin to
enamel the ground, one of which is too much
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like an English Daisy not to excite pleasing
recollections, associated with that little flower,
though others bespcak the antipodes of
England.” Leyden, when in India, wrote of
his longings to look on the Daisy flower ;
Pringle m his day-dream in the African desert,
saw the meadows ““ gemmed with the primrose
and gowan;” and our late lamented botanist
Gardner had, in the interior of Brazil, a thought
of the Daisy—

“ T wander alone and often look
For the primrose bank by the rippling brook ;
Which, waken’d to life by vernal beams,
An emblem of youth and beauty seems ;
And 1 ask where the violet and daisy grow,
But a breeze-born voice, in whisperings low,
Swept from the North o’er Southern seas,
Tells me I'm far from the land of these.”

The Daisy is not rclished by cattle, and is
disliked even by geese. Its lcaves, though
acrid, are sometimes boiled and eaten, and they
were, in former times, considered a valuable
application to recent wounds. The Itahans
call the flower Pratolina, Meadow Flower; or
Fiore de Primavera, Flower of Spring; and
the French term it La petite Marguerite. It

is the only British species.






COMMON VERVAIN.— Verbena officinalis



COMMON VERVAIN.—Verbena oficinalis.

Class DipyvaMiA. Order AnarospErMIA. N&ot. Ord. VERBE-
NACEE.— VERVAIN TRIBE.

So small are the lilac blossoms of this plant,
that it wins little regard from any but the
botanist. Yet the Vervain was once a plant
of great repute,—the holy herb of our fore-
fathers, and full of symbolic meanings in yet
older times. The ancients gathered it with
many ccremonies, and employed it when
making treaties with ambassadors, in sacri-
ficial rites, and incantations. They had their
Verbenalia, at which time temples were strewed
and sanctified with Vervain, the beasts for
sacrifice were filleted with its garlands, and its
flowery sprays were laid on the altar. Pliny,
as translated by Holland, says, “It is used
in casting lots, telling fortuncs, and fore-
shewing future events by way of prophesie.
They add, moreover, that if the halle or
dining-chamber be sprinkled with the water
wherein Vervain lay stecped, all that be at the
table shall be very pleasant, and make merrie
more jocundlie. Of all hearbes there is none
more honoured among the Romans than
Hierobotane, the sacred plant Vervaine. It is
that hearbe which our ambassadors use to carry
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with them when they declare war, and to give
defiance unto our cnemies.  With this hearbe
the festivall table of Jupiter is wont to be
swept and cleansed with great solemnitie ; with
1t our houses also be rubbed and hallowed for
to drive away ill spirits.”

Many persons now living can remember how
genceral a 1)m(t1('<~ it was, some years since, to
hang a picce of Vervain around the neck of a
child to avert infection; some believing it to
be an amulet or charm, others thinking it a
herb of powerful properties.  Besides this, it
was taken medicinally, or worn to cure existing
discase, and was decmed efficacious in thirty
different complaints, in some of which it was
particularly rccommended that it should be
tied round the neck with white ribbon.

The Vervain is a slender plant, often two
feet high, with few leaves.  These arc rather
rough, and cut at the cdges, and the flowers
are somewhat distant from each other. It
grows on waste places, especlally near houses,
and blooms in July and August. It is the
only British species, and is not now believed
to possess any valuable medicinal properties.






RED BARTSIA —DBuartsww Ocdontites.



Class DivyNamia.  Order ANatosERMIA. Nat. Ord. ScroPHU-
LARINE&R.—F16-worr TRIBE.

TrosE who are not very observant of plants,
would be likely to leave this unnoticed, as the
dull purplish colour of its upper leaves and
flower-cups renders it unattractive. Yet it is,
upon examination, a pretty flower, though
scentless. That Linnaeus admired some species
of Bartsia seems probable, from the fact that
he named the genus after his beloved friend
John Bartsch, of whom he gives an interesting
though somewhat sad account in his Flora
Suecica.  The reddish-purple blooms of this
plant appear in July and August. Tt is very
common in corn-fields, and on field borders
and other waste p]aces and is usually about
cight or ten inches in height.

We have two other native species, which
are readily distinguished from the Red kind by
their differently coloured blossoms. The Yel-
low Viscid Bartsia (Barfsia viscosa) is by no
means a common plant, though it grows very
plentifully in pastures, in many parts of the
West of England, and more rarely in the
South-west of Scotland and the South of
Ireland. It is much more showy than our
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common species, and has large yellow hand-
some flowers, which have the odour of musk.
The plant would remind one of the common
Yellow Rattle of the mecadows, but that the
blossoms grow imbedded among the leaves.

A still rarer species is the Alpine Bartsia
(Bartsia alpina), which is found on some rocky
alpine pastures in Yorkshire, Westinoreland,
and other northern counties of England, as well
as on Scottish mountains. It flowers in June
and July. Like alpine plants in general, its
stem is but little raised above the ground, and
its flowers large. The low mode of growth, the
strong and often crooked or procumbent stem,
the crowded appearance of leaves and blossoms,
as well as an excessive development of roots, are
so characteristic of alpine plants, that a botanist
can at a glance distinguish them amid a large
collection of dried flowers.

The flowers of the Alpine Bartsia are of a
decp purplish-blue colour, very downy, and the
upper leaves arc often tinged with purple.
Some species of the genus from North America
and Siberia are found in gardens, but they are
not casy of cultivation.






LISSER BROUM DRAPE.—Orobanche minor



LESSER BROOM RAPE.— Orobanche
minor.
Class Dipynamia. Order AxcrosperMia. Nat. Ord. OroBax-
cBEZ.—Broom-rare TRIBE.

TuERE is something so peculiar in the general
aspect of parasitic plants, that they may usually
be at once rccognised as such, by any one
familiar with flowers. The true parasite fixes
on the root or trunk of another vegetable,
deriving its nourishment from its juices, and
is thercfore not like the moss or lichen, which
hangs on the tree, but draws no nutriment
from it. We have few native parasitic plants ;
and, with the exception of the misseltoe, they
have all that brownish dull tinge which at first
sight would lead us to suppose them to be half
withercd. -‘They are distinguished, too, by the
abscuce of leaves.

In many cases parasites grow only on certain
plants, in others they infest various vegetables.
Of the Lesser Broom Rape therc are several
varieties, which grow on the roots of clover,
ivy, sca carrot, and other plants. It is not an
unfrequent flower in the clover-field, during the
months of July and August. It varies from
half a foot to more than a foot and a half in
height, and its blossoms are, in its varieties,
more or less tinged with a dingy purple and yel-
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low colour, while the stem and scales are in this,
as in all the species, of a dull reddish brown.
All the Broom Rapes arc of a very acrid nature,
and are rejected by ahnost all animals.

The literal translation of the generic name,
Strangle-Vetch, is very applicable, for they
peculiarly infest plants of the Leguminous
tribe, such as have, like the Vetches, their seeds
i legumes or pods, and they arc sadly destruc-
tive to them. It issaid that the seeds of these
parasites will often lie dormant in the soil for
many years, till some young plant, snitable for
their nourishinent, vegetates near them, when
they, too, sprout and take posscssion of the
points of its roots, which cnlarge and serve as
their base.

Different botanists enumerate various num-
bers of species, some considering that slight
peculiarities of structure form specific distine-
tions, others regarding these marks as only
accidental, and forming varieties merely. ~ The
Greater Broom Rape is much like the plant of
our engraving, but a great deal larger, and
often above two feet high. It is common on
Furze and Broom, and its succulent stem 1s as
thick as a finger.






MMON PELLITORY OF THE WALL.-~Parictaria
officinalis.



Parietaria officinalis.
Class TeTRANDRIA. Order Mowosyxia. Nat. Ord. Urrices.
Nerrie Trise.

Ovur old walls are often made verdant by the
Pellitory. As Knapp has observed, it may be
seen in such places seeking the calcareous nitrate
found there, this salt appearing essential to its
vigour and health. Large masscs of the plant
may be found on rocky places near the sea, in
some spots almost lying over the surfacc on
which it grows, in others rising erect and
branched, a foot and a half in height, and
losing much of the downy covering which
invests both the flower and foliage of the
smaller specimens. The little reddish-purple
blossoms crowd closely between the stem and
leaf, and appear on the plant from June to
September. The manner in which the sta-
mens shed their pollen, or yellow powder, is
very singular. These minute threads, on their
first appearance, all bend inwards; but no

ner is the pollen matured and fit to be
discharged, than the warmth of the sun, the
light tread of an insect, or the smallest touch
with the point of a pin, makes them fly back
and throw out a little cloud of dust. This
elasticity is owing to the jointed structure of
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these tiny threads, and it may be observed on
any warm sunny morning, when thousands of
these small stamens arc exploding, and dis-
persing the pollen.

The leaves of this plant, when strewed in
granaries, are said to destroy the Corn-weevil ;
and it contains so large a quantity of nitre,
that in making an extract from it, the whole
mass has been found fo take fire. Curtis
remarks, that the same degrec of cold, thirty-
one of Fahrenhcit, which strips the mulberry-
tree of its leaves, will destroy the herbage of
the Pellitory. Pellitory tea 1s a favourite
medicine in country places for a large number
of disorders.

The name of the genus is derived from
paries, a wall. We have but one British
species, but several have been introduced into
gardens from other countries; their native soil
being generally that of the old wall or waste
place by the wayside. They have all greenish
or purplish flowers, and are not very ornamental
to the garden. The celebrated Pellitory of
Spain, sold by druggists as a remedy for
tooth-ache, is a species of chamomile, brought
from the South of Europe.






SMALL WOUDRUFF —dsperule Cynanchica



SMALL WOODRUFF.—dsperula
Cynanchica.
Class Turranpria.  Order Mowoaynia.  Natf. Ord. Rusraces.
Mapprr TriBE,

Turs lovely little flower can scarcely be called
common, becarsc we might often wander for
miles in the country without seeing it. Yet
m several of our counties, where chalk prevails
in the soil, it grows in great abundance on
warm sunny banks, and small as it is, its
numerous clusters form no inconsiderable
ornament to such places. During the months
of June and July, large patches of the white
or lilac little blossoms look like remmants of
a snow storm, left among the grassy hills of
Cambridgeshire. So too, upon the cliffs of
Dover, the plant may be seen from beneath,
far beyond our rcach, adorning their steep
sides and short green verdure. A familiar
name of the flower, Squinancy-wort, origi-
nates in its having been formerly considered
as a specific for the squinancy, or as it is now
called, the quinsey: and its botanical name,
from the Greek word to choke, alludes also to
its supposed virtues. It is not found in Wales
or Scotland.



The other native species of the genus, the
Sweet Woodruff, (4spemla odorata,) is far
better known than this. The flowers are
white, in clusters, and, like those of our
engraving, in the form of the jessamine, and
the leaves grow in whorls around the stem,
and resemble those of the common Cleavers.
This plant has no odour when fresh, but is
deliciously fragrant when dried. Dr. Wallich
says that its flowers, infused in water, make a
tea far superior to the Chinese teas. The
Germans use the plant to flavour vinous
liquors. The leaves will preserve their odour
for years, and if laid among clothes, are an
excellent preservative from moths. Old
records found in the books of London
chufches, show that they were once hung up
in garlands within their walls, and few of our
native plants would be more suitable for the
purpose. The scent is like that of newly
made hay.

The genus received its name from the
Latin asper, rough, some of the species
having, like the Swect Woodruff, rough leaves
and stems.












