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,C HAP. with aU thefe vices, to unrontroJled and sbf"o-
xx. 

.tnt r « 
lute power. 

TIMON, 'the mlfanthrope, formed "1. pro
per judgment of his character. Inftcad of 
1hunning him, as he did the reft of mankind, 
H Perfifr, my fon," fays he, ~, in pufbing thy 
fortune; for thy advancement wi'll be the rum 
of ~thens." The fubfequent events of the 
war, form a commentary on Timon's predic
tion. 

THE expedition of the Athenians into Si. 
cily, to which they were chiefly excited 
by Alcibiades, forms the moil: remarkable and 
important event whi<.:h took place in the 
courfe of the Peloponnefian contdl. "Pur
fue the'War temperately, but with iirmnefs ~nd 
perfeverance," faid Pericles to his countryllJ.~n 
at the commencement of hofrilities; " throw 
your chief frrength into the naval line ; me
ditate no increa[e to your dominions, already 
too extended; never leave your cities or 
arfenals open, or expofed to fudden attacks; 
and, in the cour[e of time. you will gain the 
victory over your enemies." But, on the 
decea1e of that great ftatefman, fays Thucy
dides *, " the Athenians acted in every refpea 
contrary ." 

.. Lib. II. feet 65-
No 
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No fooner had Pericles paid the debt to C H A. P. 

nature .. than the wild and ambitious. project xx. 
of fubduing Sicily recurred to thlt people, and 
their eyes continually turned to that fertile 

,and opulent ifland. I have already mentioned 
its flourifuing fituation under the mild aud 
bene.fice~t reign of Gelon. Hieron, king of 
Syracufe, is reprefented as avaricious and cruel 
in the early period of his reign; but, by con
verting with the Grecian {ilges, and making 
philofophy the fchool of Efe, he learned to 
correa the errors of his l.'Uind, and to reform 
the vices of his reign. His fentimcnts and 
charaCter underwent a total change, and he 
filled that thrall(;: with luftre which he had 
fornlerly difgraced. 

HIS illuftrious reign was followed by the 
oppreflive tyranny of Thrafybulus, which 
produced his expuHion from the throne. and 
banifument from Sicily. After his expultlon» 
the Syracu[ans, that they might never again 
experience the odious rod uf tyrannx, eftab
lifhed a republican government. The Agri
gentines too, having dethroned their king 
Thrafideus, and banilhed his family, inil:ituted 
a democracy. a mode of government which, 
notw~thftanding its turbulent and tumultuous 
nature, appears to have been the moft na-

S 3 tural 
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C'H A P. tural and congenial to all the Grecian tribes. 
xx. They were imitated in thls revolution by the 

inferior ftatts. The republic of Syracufe, 
treading in the ambitious fteps of Athens, had 
brought moft of the Dorian fettlements to be 
their tributaries or dependants; and~ at the 
beginning of the Peloponnefian war, that af
piri,ng ftate, though agitated by internal com
motions, had carried their fuccefsful arms 
againft the Ionic fettlements of Leontium, 
Catana, and Naxos. 

IN the fixth year bf the Peloponnefian war, 
and foon after the death of Pericles, the Le
on tines, originally fronl Chalcis, an Athenian 
colony, folicited aiIiftance againft the Syracu
fans, by whom they had been invaded. At 
the head of the embaify was Gorgias, the 
moil: celebrated orator of the age. His pa
thetic eloquence, the harmony of his penod&, 
and the elegance of his diCtion, adorned with 
fi ~ures, which he is faid to have introduced 
into the language, fo much tranfported Attic 
ears and AtlIC imagmations, that the afiembly 
immedtatd y concluJ·:d an alliance with the 
Leonttn<-f;, and fent a tieet to Rhcgiunl to the 
afilil:"nc.: of their lonie dd~endant:;. At the 
dlit ... nce of two years a tlmilar requeft was 
mdde,J and we Atht:maps fent a more nume-

rOU$ 
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rous fleet, not limply with a view of reliev- C HAP .. 

ing the cities oppre1fed by the Syracufans, but XX. 

with the defign of producing a rtvQlution jn ---
Sicily, and of bringing that ifland under the 
.dominion of Athens. 

ALARMED by the repeated vifits of the 
Athenians, the fagacious and provident Iler
mocrates prevailed on his countrymen to con
vene a general aifembJy of the Sicilian {htes 
at the town of Gela. DLputic~ were fent 
from all the Dori.:: and Ionic cItic~. Hcr-
1l10crates was deputy froin Syracufe, and ap
pears to have acted with true patnotdin and 
found wi1d.om. HI'> eloquence, enforced by 
rea[on, at taft prevailed in the affcmbly; and 
all parties agreed to terminate thur dom'~fl:ic 
quarrels, and rehit, with united force, the pro
jected tyranny of Athens"'*. 

THE wifdom and patriotifin of a POFl11al' 
a{[embly, might approve and adopt fnch a fJ.
lutary plan of union; hut in republican frates, 
projects of peace and concord are tr,wuent 
in their operation, while the princjple~' of dif
fenfion and hoftility are permanent and per
petual. A few years alter this amicable con
vention, Leontium was taken and defrroyed, 

'f Thucyd. p. 290. 

S 4 



264 A V lEW 0 F 

C HAP. the miferable inh:lbitant~ driven into exile J 

xx. and.the confederated city Egefia befieged by 
the combint:.d armies of Syracufe and Selinus. 
The oppreffed and affliCted ftates again fent 
ambaffadors to the Athenians, pleading th~ 
rights of confanguiniry, the habits of alliance, 
and the ties of lllterefi. They reprcfented, 
that if they ihould now be abandoned by the 
parent fiate, they mua experien-ce the fate of 
Leontium; and the Syracui'ims, after making 
themfclves matters of Sicily, would add their 
forces to the Pcloponnefians, from whom they 
were defcended. To thefe arguments the 
ambaffadors added an artful amplification of 
the riches of their republic, and an offer to 
c.lefray the whole expences of the war. The 
Athenians, who only waited for an opportu
nity of commencing hofiilities, fent deputies 
to E~efia to enquire into the fituation of 
their affairs, and the funds in their treafury. 
Carrying on the deception, the citizens of 
Egefta made an oft.entatious difplay of gold 
and filver, which they had borrowed from 
the neighbouring ft.ates; contributed the fum 
of fixty talents of filver, to maintain an Athe
nian fleet of fixty fail for a month; and pro
mifed to repeat monthly the fame ,ample 
fubfidy, from funds WhlCh they affirmed to be 

4- depofited 
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depofited in the public treafury, and in the 
temples. 

AL THO U G II every coniidcration.:or wifdom, 
expediency, and intereit, ditTuaded the Athe .. 
J?ians' from undertaking a: hazardous expedi
tion agai,nft fa difiant ana fa powerful a-re
public, yet the popular affembly, tempted and 
feduced by their evil genius Alcibiades, would 
have ventured to at~bieve impoffibilities, and 
faw no obftacles where he pointed the way. 

T HIS irregular charader carried the fame ex
travagance of {peculation a'hd aCtion into pub
lic life, which he had difplayed in private. The 
ordmary maxims of prudence, and the efta
bliihed forms of policy, were little adapted to 
a mind that aimed at the vaft and unbounded. 
H1S wild and ambitious views did not fiop 
1hort at the conqueft of Sicily, but looked 
forward to the poffeffion of the cultivatd 
[hores of Italy and Africa, and to the efta
bliihment of fuper-eminent dominion both by 
land and fea *. 

POSSESSED of the moil: infinuating talents, 
he communicated the contagion of ambition 
to the Athenian people, who, blinded by thefe 
romantic and fallacious pro{pects, precipitate
ly granted the demand of the Egeft;Eans~ and 

'* Ifocrat. de pace Andocid. Orat. 3d. 

appointed 
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xx. 
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xx. 

A VIEW OF 

appointed Akihrades, Nicias, and Lamachu~ 
to command the fleet; with full powers, not 

.. , ... 1 --- only to reIitve Egefl:a, and refl:ore the Leon-
tines to their city, but to regulate the affairs of 
Sicily in fuch a manner as was beft adapted to 
the intereft of Athe~s *. 

NICIAS, diftinguiihed by his prudence, no 
le~" than by his probity, remonftrated againft 
the Sicilian expedition with unufual warmth 
and. vigour, and dercl ibed, in ftrong colours, the 
calamities that might thence refult to the re
public. He reprdented to the people his 
furprize, that an alTair of fuch import~Lnce 
:fhould have been determined, almoft the very 
moment it was taken into deliberation; that 
in purfuit of an airy and impraCticable fCheme 
they had gone abroad in fearch of enemies, 
when they were furrounded with them at 
home; and that though they were but jl!11: 
beginning to recover from the calamities of 
the late war and the peftilence, they were 
wantonly expofing themfelves to unneceiliuy 
Wld greater dangers. 

NJCIAS, in his di{couri'e, pointed his cen
fure in ftrong terms againft the luxury and 
extravag::mce of Alcibiades; vices v,rhich that 

* Thucyd. lib. vi. p. 415. 

licentious 
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licentious youth carried to an incredible pitch. 
He hvifhed prodigious fums of mony on his xx. 
furniture, equipage. and retinue; .. his table --... -
vied in profulioll and delicacy with tha.t of 
a. Perfiun {atrap; and he contemled at the 
Olympic ,games with feven different fets of 
chariot horfes. Extraordinary re[ourccs were 
necefiary for fupporting filch enormous ex
travagance; and Nicias iniinmted, that AI-
cibiades was no leis folicitou~ lix conquering 
Sicily to repair his own rUllh,J 1111d..I1C.vS, than 
to extend the domil1lon of hIs country. ' 

To a fpeech, that was chkfly directed 
agc.infr himfelf, Alcibiades repLed with elo
quence and fr)irit; he acknowledged, "that 
he wifhed to lead the Athemans againfl Sic-ily. 
and that he thought himfelf not unworthy 
of thdt command. The fplendor in which. 
I live," contmued the orator, "and wJl~ch 
has been imputed to me ab a crime, rdld.ls 
lu{trt: 011 my country. The wealth I have 
expended among th..; Athenian people, and the 
magnificence I h,we dlfplayed at the Olym
pic games, convty to foreigners an idea of 
the glory of Athem, and ihew, that the: fiJ.te 

is not fUll1eJ., nor lts hnan<:'es exluufrcd, as 
OUf enemies pretend. But (J.:ill1ifiing this 
fubjett, let the world ii-mn a judgment of me, 

not 
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C HAP. not from the illil>eral paffions, jealoufy :\nd 
xx. envy, but from my aCtions. Was it an in

confiderab1,! fervice I rendered to the repub
lic, in conciliating in one day to its alliance 
the people of Elis, of Mantinea, and of Ar
gos, and in raifing armies againfl: Sparta, in the 
center of Peloponnefus? Employ. therefore, in 
order to aggrandize your empire, the youth and 
ignorance of Alcibiades, as well as the wifdom 
and experience of Nicias, and do not abandon, 
from chimerical arprehenfions, the illufrrious 
enterprize to which you have already given 
your folemn [anction, and which, if fkpfully 
conducted, will ultimately terminate both to 
your advantage and renown. The &icilian 
cities, fatigued and provoked with the arbitrary 
government of their princes, and the tyran
nical authority of Syracufe, watch the firft 
opportunity to open their gates to the de
liverer, who iliall offer to emancipate them 
from the yoke under which they have groaned 
fo long. The expences of the expedition will 
be furni!hed by the Egefireans and their al
lies; nor will it be difficult to fubdue a multi
tude of independent frates, unconneCted with 
Qne another, and unacquainted with military 
difcipline *." 

• Thucydid. p. 421-426. 
THE 
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THE appl:.uifes of the people followed the C HAP. 

fpeech of their leader i and their favourite xx. 
Nicias, no longer venturing to oppofe the 
violence of the popular torrent, made a fait 
effort to break or divide its firength; but 
his attempts to magnify the difficulties of the 
expedjtion, and to ltate the obfracles in their 
way to conqueft, ferved only to heighten the 
ambition of the aifemhly; and infread of ex
tinguiihing their ardour, mtlamed it the more. 
It was immediately decreed, that the generals 
fhould be invefied with full powers to raife 
fums of money, to levy filch a body of troops, 
and equip fuch a number of gaUies, as fhould 
be judged neceifarj or adequate to the enter-
prize. The internal forces of the republic be-
ing infufficient for the expedition, agents were 
fent to demand contributions and auxiliary 
troops from its allies and tributary ftates. 

\\THEN the preparations were completed, 
and the fleet was ready to tail, evil omens 
and prefages filled the minds of the people 
with apprehenfions and terror. The fefiival 
of AJonis, which was celebrated annually, 
returned at the time of the embarkation. 
During this gloomy ceremony, the whole city 
wac in mourning; fiatues were carried through 

the 
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the ftreets in funeral proceffion; and the tern .. 
pIes refounded with the cries and groans of 

---- the womef:. who lamented the myfiical death 
of the favourite of Venus. From a natural 
aiTociation of melancholy ideas, the minds of 
the fuperfi:itious foreboded, that the fplendid 
armament before them would pafs away like 
a, pageant, and wither like the flowers in the 
Gardens of Adonis, ~hich were carried about 
in the hallowed proceffion. 

To increafe the general affiiction, the ftatues 
of Mercury, which had been ereCted in the 
fireets as the boundaries of diff~rent edifices, 
were all thrown down, maimed, and defaced on 
the night preceding the intended navigation. 
The licentious character of Alcibiades expofed 
him to fufpicion as an accomplice in this all of 
facrilege; but the boundlefs affection enter
tained for him by the foldiers and failors, who 
declared they would leave the fervice if vio
lence was offered to his perfon, emboldened 
Alcibiades to demand a trial before his de
parture, that he might have an opportunity 
of jufiifying his conduCt. But his enemies 
pofiponed their refentment; and the people, 
impatient for the expedition, obliged him to 
fet fail. 
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ON the day appointed for the departure of C H A Ji .. 
the fieet, the Athenians Icrouded the Pirreus xx. 
by day-break, to behold and admit-e the moft t H 

magnificent armament that ha~ ever been 6t-
t~d out by any city in the anticnt world. It 
confifted, of a hundred 'gallies, carrying fix 
thoufand two hundred and eighty foldiers~ 

the greater part of whom was heavy arm~d. 
Thirty veiTels, and a hundred barks, attended 
the fieet, loaded with provifioIlS, and all things 
ncc..eifary for the length of the voyage. Be-
£des the marine forces, there was a land ar-
my, and a few cavalry, to the railing of which 
private perfons had contributed as well as the 
public. The grandeur and beauty of the 
fpeCtacle delighted the eyes of all beholders. 
The gallies were decorated with every orna-
ment of naval pomp; the troops, compofed 
of the flower of the Athenian youth, ftrove to 
excel one another in the gaiety of their drefs, 
and the fplendor of their arms; the mngni-
ficence of the whole had the appearance of 
a triumphal .thew. rather than a warlike ex-
pedition. But amidft thi" pomp and pa-
geantry which dillinguiihed the Athenian 
adventurers, the joy of their friends and kinf-
men was overcall: with forrow 1 when, with 
parting tears, they confidered the length of 

the 
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C 11 A P. the vqyage, the darlgers of the ocean, and the 
xx. uncertainty of their fucce[s in diftant regions, 

(i, t, from which they might never return. 
W HEN the (roops had embarked, the trum

pet founded, and folemn prayers were offcn~d 
up to the gods for'the fuccefs of tl,?e expedi
tion; the accuftomed libations were poured 
out from veifels of gold and filver. The 
~ople who lined the ihore, iliollting at the 
faIne time, lifted up their hands to heaven, to 
implore a pro[perm,ls voyage for their fellow
cItIZens. And now, the hymn being fung. 
and the ceremonies ended, the gallies fet fail, 
and arrived without any accident at Corcyra, 
where the army of the allies was afTem bling 
with ,the remainder of the fleet *. 

THE armament alIembled at Corcyra, con
fifred of a hundred and thirty-four i11ips of 
war, bdides tranfports. Five thoufand heavy 
armed troops were attended with Rhodian 
flingers, and archers from Crete. At a mode
rate computation, the whole land and ma
rine ftrength, including fiaves and attendants, 
amounted to twenty thoufand men. 

THE Beet having been prohibited £'om en
tering the harbours of Tarentum and Locres, 

11' ThtlCyd. lib, vi. p. 4:)2, de Pluto in Nicia. 

direCted 
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direCted its courfe to Rhegium. There they 
received information, from veffds which they 

273 
C HAP. 

xx. 
had fent from Corcyra, that thr citizens of .....,--..... 
Egefl:a poffeffed only thirty talents in their 
~reafury. Nicias, who had fOlefeen and fore-
told that. the EgiftCEans were unable to fulfil 
their promifes, enforced his former arguments 
againfl: the expedition, and gave it as his opi-
nion, "That the Athenian fleet ought to 
terminate the difpute between Egei't:a and 
Selinus, hy perfuafion or arms; and after hav-
ing difplayed to the inhabitants of Siclly their 
power to proteCt their allies, fhould return 
immediately to Athens." Alcibiades main-
tained, " That it would be ingl 'fious for fo 
noble an armament to return "thout hav-
ing performed fome fignal exploit; that by 
the profpetl: of immediate fUppOl t, 'the infe-
rior cities might be detached from their re-
luctant confederacy with Selinus and Syra-
cute; and that, after being fhengthencd by 
new al1iances, the Athenian& {hould attack 
Selinus and Syracufe with vigour, unle{.q 
the former concluded a peace with Egefia, 
and the btter reftored the Leontines to their 
dty." 

LAMACHUS offered a th:rd opinion: " That 
they ought to fail direCtly for Syracufe, be-

VOL. II. T fore 
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(J HAP. fore the ~itizens had leifure to recover from 
xx. their furprize, or prep..lre for their defence. 

--- That they 4ad thus the fairefi: chance of end ... 
ing the war at one blow;', and that the prefent 
tune was the moft proper, while the courage 
and the hopes of tHe AthenianE w~re high, 
and the Syracufans were unprepared and un ... 
armed." The timidity of Nicias, and the 
rur:bitiom vanity of Alcibiades, rejeCted this 
wife and fpirited advice. 

THE opinion of the latter prevailed. Ac
cordingly the fleet falled from Rhegium to Si
cily, and AlcibiaJes tool..: Catana hy ii.1fprize. 
With another detachment he' fa.iled to Naxos~ 
and perfuaded the inhabitants to accept the 
aUjan~e of Athens. Meilene, th~ key of 8i
,ily, was on the point of furrendering to his 
intrigues; when he heard, that he was recalled 
by the Atheni.ll1s to fraud trial before t'l;e 
people for his life. When he received thi~ 
intelligence, fuch was his bafenefs and profli
gacy, that he betrayed his friends in Meffene 
to the party favourable to 8yra,cufcJ who im
mediately put them to death '*. 

AFTLR the departure of the {l.eet froll} 
Athens, the enemies of Alcibiades, int"!11t on 

If Thucyd. p. t 62• 

gr:ttifying 
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gratifying their private refentment, without any 
regard to the welfare of their country, renewed 

27S 
C HAP. 

xx. 
againil him, in his abfencc, the 3/xy.ration of ---.... 
having defaced tht:: ftatues of Mercury, and 
of having profaned the myilcries of Proler-
'pine an4 Ceres. Many' perfons, accufed of 
being accomplices in thefe crimes, were thrown 
into prifon without being heard, and con-
demned to death without evidence. The 
{hi p of Salamis was difpatchcd to bring Alci-
biades to Athens, to be tried by the judgment 
of the people. He went on board the galley, 
but on arriving at Thurium, he difappeared. 
From Thurium he made his e[cape to Ar-
gos, and hearing that the Athenians had con-
demned him to death, and confifcatcd hi~ efrate, 
he threw himfelf on the protection of Sparta, 
which received him ,with open arrns. By his 
verfatile charaCter, intriguing di[pr)fit~on, and 
,lctive genius, he Coon gained an a[cend:l1u:y 
In the commonw.ealth of Lycurbut,; and yidd-
ing to the diCtates of a b.1[e re[,~ntment, 

feized the firft opportunity to employ hi~ in-
fluence in advifing and promoting thof.: fatal 
meafures which accelerated tht! ruill of his 
4;ountry. 

T HIS perfidious A theni .. :. ihewed the Spar
tans, that th~. Sicilians could only be conquered 

T :4 by 
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C It A P. by want of experience and unanimity; that 

xx. they abounded in brave and hardy citizens, 
---- but wan ted the aHifi:ance of veteran officers to 

infima them in military difcipline, and train 
them on to battle. . He alfo informed them, 
that their own forces in Greece Rad been 
idly and unprofitably employed; that theIl
frequent invafions of Attica had been uni
formly unfuccefsful, from their firange and 
unaccountable negleet of omitting to feCllre 
and fortify fome fl:roIlg hold in a province, 
whence they might, at leifure, har.1fs the 
country, intercept parties, and keep the ca~ 
pi tal itfelf in conftant alarm. 

TH:C Spartans availed themfe1ves of thefe 
important inftruttions. On theil next int.ur
lion into Attica, they fttengthened and gar
rifoned the fortrefs of Dece1ia, only twelve 
mIles diftant from Athens; and they immedi
atdy dlfpatched Gylippus, with a fmall force, 
to lnfpirit and difClpline the Syracufan armies. 

FROM the departure of Alcibiades, Nicias, 
by his opulence and eloquence, pofTeffed the 
whole authority in the fleet; for Lamachus, 
notwithfianding his valour, his fpirit of enter
prize, and his experience in the field, was held 
in contempt by the foldit:fS on account of his 
poverty. Such were not always the feQ,ti-

ments 
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ments of Athens. Finding him[elf invefted C HAP. 

wIth the [ole command, he carried on his ope- xx. 
rations in that timid, irre[o]ute,' and dilatory 
manner which marked hi., char.ltrer; and, in-

. ftead of attempting to npke a buld impreffion 
on Se1inus and Syracu[e, wafled the ardour 
of his army in laborious infignificant marches 
along the coafts, and in deftroying the inron
fiderable town of Hyccara, inhabited by bar
bariam. Every thing languiihed under his 
command; the bravery of the army was di[
graced by their unfuccefsful attempts againil: 
H ybla and Himera; their fpirit declined by 
their obfcure and inatrive {ummer quarters 
at N axos and Catana ; while frcfh courage was 
infpired into the Syracufans by the tardy mea
[ures and timid counfels of Nicias. 

WHILE the Athenians murmured againft 
thefe dilatory and ignominious l'roceedingil J ' 

Nicias at lail: determined to gratify their ar
dour, and to attack Syracufe by fea and land. 
As the fiege of this city is one of the moft 
remarkable in the Grecian Hiftory, it will be 
requifite to give a detail of it at fome length-. 

SYRACUSE, of which the magnificent ruins 
ftill form an object of a.dmiration, was found
ed by Archias the Corinthian., on the eaftcrn 
coaft of Sic'ily, {even hundred and nine years 

T 3 before 
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C HAP. before the Chriitian era. The city, which 
xx. was one of the fhongeft and mo:ft beautiful 

• '- poifeiTed by" the Greeks, was fituated on a 
protnontory, furroutlded on three fides by the 
fea, and defended by lofty and abrupt moun
tains towards the \\-eil:. It confiHed 'of three 
principal divifions, the Hland, Achradina, and 
Ty~he. The Hland, whil...h comrofe:, the 
wh')le Qf modern Syr:1cufe, formed the leaft 
extenfive divifion <.l the ancient. It com
municated with the maln land by a blidge. 
lIere the Syracu[1.ns afterward" bUIlt the 
citadel, and the paLlee of their kings. Thl<; 
divifion of the city was of great importance, 
bec:l.ufe it gave the roili-'ifor<; the command 
of the ttvo harbours by which it Vy,lS filf

rounded. For tlu<; rca[on the Romam, when 
they bccanlt 'fI1afi '1 s of Syracufe, prohibited 
the Syr.lcu r '1ns f10m in~labitL1g the ifland. 

ACHhADINA, th.: 11'oft [pacious, beautifu1, 
and ?eft fortified qu~rt r of the city, ftretched 
along the f.:a to a v:-i1: l.>.tent, from the no~th
ern i110re of the promontory, to the fouthem 
ifiand 0 rtygi 1. 

TYCHE', fo calLd from the terrlple of f01-
tune which adollled that part of the town, 
ftretched a]ong Achradina on the bnd fide, and 
was crowded with illduftrious inhabitants. 

SYRACtTS": 
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SYRACUSE was fortified by walls eighteen C HAP. 

miles in circumference; poffeffcd two harbours \ xx. 
feparated by the ifland; and W~ peopled by 
above two hundred thouGmd inhabitants *. 

THE firft rumours o( the Atheni.lll expe
dition had been regarded by the Syralufans 
as vague and ill.-gronnded reports. The fleet 
had arrjved at Rhegium, before they could be 
induced by the provident Hermocrates to pre
pare for a danger which was no longer at a 
diftance. But when they beheld the power
ful armament covering the fea of Si<..ily, and 
ready to invade their unprepared frate, they 
were {eized with terror and trepidation, and 
funk from thelr former prcfumption into 
defpair. It required all the magnanimity and 
vigour of Hermocrates to reftore their cou
rage. By his 1pirited arlvi~, they Cent depu
tations to every part of the ii1a!ld, folieiting 
the aHiftance of their allies; they &l1trrifoneti 
all their caftles; reviewed their troops; ex
amined the arms in their magazines! and 
made ferious preparations for the defence of 
their ifland. 

AT the clofe of the {ummer, information 
was brought to Nicias~ that the 'Syratmfans, 

• Strabo, p. 266. Thucyd. lib. vi .. 

T4 having 
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C HAP. 
xx. 

having refumed' courage, intended to march 
again£\: him, and to attack him in his camp. 

---'--- Already th~ir cavalry haraffed the Athenians, 
beat up their advanced pofts, intercepted their 
convoys, and, elated by fuccefs, added farcafrn 
and reproach at the pufillanimclus inactIvity 
of the invaders. 

'.THESE reproaches, and the mUlmurs of 
his own troops, rouzed the timid and inactive 
temper of Nicias; but openly to attack Syra
cnfe, was a bold and hazardous attempt. The 
diftance between Catan;! and that capital by 
fea, was but thirty miles; but much peril would 
attend a dcfcent, as the thore was well for
tified, and the cnemy numerous and prepared 
for defence. N or was it fafer to march by 
land, as the Atheni,lI1s were deficient in ca
valry, and that of the Syracufans was nume
rou'S, which watched their motions, and with 
whofe aB:ivity and force they were ill-qua
lified to contend. To extricate himfe1f from 
thefe perplexities, Nicias had recourie to ftra
tagem. A citizen of Catana appeared in Sy
rae-ufe, as a deferter from his native city; he 
informed the lnagiftrates, that a confpiracy 
againft the Athenians wa" formed in Catana; 
and that, with the aid 0f the Syracufans, it 
would be eafy to defeat an unprepared enemy. 

ND 
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No propofal could be more acceptable to the 
Syracufans in the prefent ferment of th~jr 

C HAP. 

xx. 
lhinds. The plan of the entgprize was ---.... 
concerted, and the day appointed for carrying 
it into execution. 

IN confcquence of tliis engagement, the 
Syracufans marched towards Catana, and en.!. 
camped near Leontium. On receiving tru.. 
inte.11igence, the Athenians fet fail for Syra
cufe in the evening, and arrived by day-break 
in the Great Harbour. They immediately dif
embarked their troops, ,and fortified a camp 
in a favourable iituation near the temple of 
Olympian Jove. When the cavalry of 8y
racufe proceeded to the walls of Catana, they 
di[covered, by the departure of the enemy. 
the ftratagem by which they had been over
reached. They returned with the utmolr 
expedition to protect Syracufc; they were 
joined by the forces of Gela, Selinus, and Ca
marina; and it was determined, without delay, 
to give battle to the Athenians *. 

IN a few days Nicias marched out of his 
entrenchments, and both parties prepared for 
the engagement. Nicias having gone round 
the ranks, and exhorted his foldiers to rc-

• Thucyd. p. 445-57. 

member 
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C :fI A P. member their antient valour, and the atehieve-
xx. ments of their anceftors, led them on againft 

the enemy,twho did not decline the engage
ment. 

THE b~ttle was, long difputed with finn

nefs and vigour on bo.th fides. ViB:ory hi
therto continued doubtful; when a fudden 
thunder florm arifing,t decided the engage
ment in favour of the Atheniam; they con
fidering it merely' as the effect of the feafon, 
\vhile the inexperienced Syracufans, looking 
upon it as an omen of the divine di[plea{ure, 
betook themfelves to flight. 

AF TER this indecitive battle, Niciac;, lban
doning all hopes of taking the town, retired 
Vv ith his fleet to winter at N axos and Ca
tana. 

Tn:c recent fnceds of the Athcni,ll1S over 
the Syr.leuG·ln forcec;, emboldened them to fend 
meilengcrs among their allies in Sicily, and the 
Italian coaft in the neighbourhood. They fent 
ambafLldors alfo to Tutcany and to Carthage, 
the rival of Syracufr, foliciting ai1iftanee; large 
fnpp1ies of men and money were demanded 
flom Athens; and every probable meafure 
was purfucd for opening the next campaigp 
\vith vigour and fucce[". 

THE Syracufans ,vere no Ids zealoU& afd 
ac11VC 
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naive in preparing for the d-.:[ence of th<:!ir 
c~ty. Hermocrates, to whoie wifdom and 
experience they h;1d recour[e in levery mo- ---
ment of dirEculty or danger, anvift.d them to 

2'93 
C HAP. 

xX. 

lClfen the number of th6ir generals, which 
amounted' to fifteen .... Accordingly they in-
vefted himfe1f, Herac1ides, and Sicantls, with 
unlimited authority btlth in civil and mili-

tary affairs. 
THE expected fuccours now arrived fro::n 

Athens. N lCias, in pof1eDion of fonr hun
dred talents, and at the head of a numerous 
at my, ftrengthcncd by the addition of fix hun
dred and fifty clvJ.lry, now prepared, in the 
eighteenth year of the war, to by ficge to 
Syracufe. The Athc..n:an fleet failed from 
C:ltana, and having diicmbarked the troops 
at thc port of Tragile, retired to Thapfils, a 
finall peninfuh of Syracufc. The Jand fOlces 
marched with the utmoft expedition to t,lke 
~!l)ffemon of Epipol.:e, before the enemy 
hJ.d received information of their areival. 
On the firft news of their ,apf'ro..lch, feven 
hundred foldiers, under the conlmand of Dio
milus, advanced it1 confufion to m 'ct them; 
hut were foon defeated, and thr~~ hundred of 
them, with their leader, left dead in th.:: field. 
1f1e Athenians, after erecting a tlOp!JY, built 

4 . ~h[ortre[s 
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C HAP. a fortrefs to fecure their baggage and effeCts, , 
xx. on the fummit of Epipolre, the higheft of the 

mountain~ which overlook and ('ommand thy 
city. A blockade was the method adopted 
by Nicias for ga~ning poifeffion of Syra
cufe. He furroundcd the city on the land 
fide with a firong tircumvallation, in order 
tQ cut off all communicdtIOn with the coun
try ; while he expeCted that, by his numerous 
fleet, he 1110uld be able to block up the har
bours, and prevent the Syracufans from re
c~iving any fuccours or .f>rovifions by fea. 

THE ftrength of the whole army wa.:; em
ployed in building a wall, to £hut up the city 
northward from Tyche to Trogile; and the 
work was carried on with fuch rapiciity, as 
ftruck the befieged with furprize and con
fternation. They attempted to prevent the 
completion of the wall; but their fallies "vere 
always unfuccefsful, and even their cavalry 
was routed. After thefe recent defeats, the 
wife counfd of Hermocrates deterred them 
from farther hoftilities, and perfuaded them 
to raife new bulwarks againfi: the walls of 
the Athenians '*. Accordingly the projected 
wall was begun, and carried on with vigour; 

'* Thucyd. lib. vi. p. 482. 

ahd 
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and as the works on each fide drew nearer, C HAP .. 
xx. frequent ikinnii11es took pbce between the 

l."Ontending partiec;, in one of which the g.l.l- ---
lant Lamachus fell a vlClim to his unguarded 
v"ll0 ur", but the Athenian troops were frill 
victorious.. 

THE Athenian army was animated hy thefe 
fucceffes, but the SyracuG'1ns began to lofe 
hopes of defending their city; and this de
fpondenry was increafed by the continual fup
plies which arrived to the befieger<;, while 
Syracufe was abandoned or forgotten by her 
perfidious or ungrateful allies. The popu
lace, as was ufual in the Grecian dcmocracic.'lJO, 
clamoured againit the incapacity of their lead
ers, to whom they afcribcd all the misfortunes 
of the war. New generals were appointed 
in the room of HermoCLltes and his afiociate.,; 
and this injudicious change broughl Syracuie 
to the brink of ruin, fo that at bil: it prepared 
to furrender *. 

IN this critical moment, and while the 
aifembly weI e deliberating concernjng the 
mode of capitulation, a Corinthian vdfd, 
commanded by Gongylus, entered the har
bour. On his landing all ranb of men flocked 
eagerly around him. He announc~d th':! fpeedy 

* Thucyd. p. 487' 
arrival 
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C HAP. arrival of Gylippus, with a confiderable fleet, 
xx. to reiieve Syracufe. While afronifilcd and 

-----",. delighted with thi~ inform~tioJ;, the citizCll$ 
could fcarc~ly giv,e credit to what they heard, 
a courier ~rrived by ~nd from Gylippus him,.. 
{elf, giving them i>1telligcnce cf l~is arriv,il, 
and ordering them to;ncet him with all their 
troops. I Ie had landed \vith four gallies on 
tl:re wcfiern coaf!: of the ifland, to avoid the 
Athenian {ket, and advanced toward~ Sy
r.lcu[e on .the fide of Epipch, whcr-c the 
line of circumvalLltion was frill unfinifhcd. 
Surprized and di[concated by his arrival, 
the Ath..::njans drew up under the V\ aUs with 
precjFitJ.tion and di.forder. Gylippus, lay
ing down his arms, rent a herJ.ld to inform 
the Athenians, that he allowed them hve 
days to leave Sicily. While Nicias difdaincd +0 

~lllfv:er this infoknt propof.tl, fome of hi!> fo1-
diers, bUI i1:int5 into laughter, z.iked the beLlld, 
" vVhether the prefcncc of a Lacedrrmonian 
plivateer, and a petty wand, made any altera
tion in the fiate of the c~ty ?" Doth fides 
now prepared for hoi1:ilities. The firfl en
gagement was unfavourable to the SKihan~ 
from the inadvertence of Gylippu& .in poiling 
them b.;twcen their own walls and thofe of 
the enemy. To remedy this error, he ar-

ranged 
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ranged his army in th\: fubfequent engage- C H ~ P. 
ments on more fpacious ground; drove the xx. 
Athenians in diforder from the field; and·' ,,'*, 
pur{ued them to their camp with ~onfi.derabl(t 
l~fs, and frill greater di~race. 

T fn~ c;ffetl:s of this 'Victory were fuddcn 
.md important. Whil6 the Athenians were 

vittOl"ious or fuperior in the field, they ,,,ere 
furniilied with provifions in abundance from 
the neighbouring tribes; but after their de
teat, they fuund the gates of every city 11mt 
agaillft them. The foraging parties were at
tacked or cut off; and at length they were 
reduced to depend for fuulii1ance on preca
riDUS fupplies from the Italian coai1s. The 
flaves w!lOm they had armed, defcrted in great 
numhers. The mercenary troops prefer
red the more fecure and benefi<..ial fervice 
of Syracufe; and even the Athenian citi
zens,. wQrn out and dif.;ufred ,vith the 
length and hardiliips of the war, abandoned 
the care of the gallies to the young and in
experienced. In this crit'ical fituation of af
fairs, Nicias fent meiTengers to Athens, and 
faithfully unfolded, in a letter to the aifembly, 
the difrrefles and diforders which prevailed in 
the army and the fleet; at the fame time 
befeechin~ the afiembly either to recal him 

'without 
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. C HAP. without delay, or to give him the moft fpeedy 
xx.· and effeCtual Cuccollr. 

THE Athenians were fironglyaffected with 
the reprefe~tatiQn of their affairs made in his 
letter, and prepared., fend him reliet They· 
~ppointea two generals, Eurymedo~ and De
mofthenes, to Cuceeed Lamachus and Alcibi
ades. The former embarked immediately 
with ten gallies and a hundred and twenty 
talents; while the latter wa~ employed in 
raifing troops and contributions to fet fail 
early in the Cpring. . 

MEANWHILE the Lacedremonians, follow
ing the counCel of Alcibiades. entered Attica 
early in the fpring, under the command of 
King Agis; and after having ravaged the 
country, fortified Decelia, a town on the 
Attic frontier, at an equal diftance of fifteen 
miles from Thebes and Athens. This gar
fon kept Athens in a fiate of conftant anxiety 
and alarm; as, inftead of being hara.iTed by 
the annual incurfions of the Spartans, they 
were noW infefted with perpetual hoftllities. 
The country around Athens was entirely laid 
wafie; the communication interrupted with 
the iiland Euh<ra; and ve1Tels which brought 
provifions from that ifland, were obliged to 
make a circuitous voyage, and- <loRble the 

Cape 
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Cape of Junium. Athens was now become 
a kind of frontier town; a guard was mounted 

289 
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at the gates by day, and by night, (~he citizens - ....... 1_ 

were on the walls, or under arms. Hamffed by 
\lnremitting toils, and t'ftreatened with all the 
rniferies .of famine, twenty thoufand flaves, 
chiefly artiCans, deferted to the enemy. 

BUT even in this depth of internal difl:refs, 
the Athenian magnanimity appeared: unaw~d 
by danger, unfubdued by misfortune, the ex
ertions' of Athens fl:rike us with wonder and 
aftonifhment, and appear as boundlels as her 
ambition. Thirty gallies were employed 
againfl: Amphipolis; twenty were fiationcd at 
Naupattus to prevent the Peloponnefian Reet 
from effeCting the relief of Syracufe; a nu
m1erons fquadron raifed contributions, and le
vied foldiers among the Afiatic colonies; while 
another laid wafl:e the co aft of Peloponne[us ; 
and preparations were 'making to raife an 
army and a fleet to affift in befieging the ca
pital of Sicily. 

- HERMOCRATES, who had now refumed 
his authority, and Gylippus, the Spartan com
mander, acquainted with the prefent diftfefs 
of the befiegers, and their future hopes of 
affifl:ance from Athens,. retolv.ed to feize this 
opportunity of attacking them by fea and land. 

VOL. II. U They 
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'Q HAP. They perfuaded the Sy~cufans ~o fit out a, 
xx. " [hong naval armam~nt, and ~() ep~avour to 

... --- wrefi from the etl¢my the empire of the feas .. 
( 

Hermocrates obferved, H That the Athenians 
had become a naval p*"er from neceffity, and 
had acquired the dominiDn of the rea, in re
pelling the Perfian invafion. The SyraCUfans 
had now the fame motive for exerting their 
marine ilrength; and as they were pofTe1Ted 
of equal bravery and greater power, might ex
pea: to become frill more formidable and fuc
cefsful *." 

THIS advice was followed, and a fleet of 
eighty gallies 'WJ.S tquipped. A naval en
gagement Coon took place, ill which eleven 
of the Syracufan gallies were funk, and th:ee 
were 'taken; but this defeat was compen
fated by their fuccefs at land, Gylippus hav
ing attacked the fortifications at Plemmyrium, 
which commanded the mouth of the Great 
Harbour, took three forts, containing naval 
flores for the equipment of forty gallies, 
it large quantity of arms,,- pro:vitions for the 
troops, and fUms of money to a confiderable. 
amount. Not dialeartened by their defeat in 
\he fuit engagement at.. ita, th~ Syracufan~ 

It': Thucyd. lib. vii. p. 497' 

prepared 
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prepared for another. They correfted their c 1(' A P: 

former errors; built ganies of a more favout- "irk'. 

able cvnfrruetion; and, by their i}fvention and 
aCtivity, made fuch proficienny in the naval 
art, that at length theY. gained a viCtory at' 
the entmnce of the Great Harbour. The 
Athenians 10ft feven gallies 1 and N1cias, with 
difficulty, faved the remains of his fleet" by 
tetiring behind his tranfports, from the mafts 
of which enormous matfes of lead, named 
Dolphins, had been fu11)ended, capable of 
finking every veiTe! that approached. 

THIS unexpected difafter threw Nicias and 
his army into the utmoft conftcrn.ltion: but 
while he was revolving thefe gloomy ideas, 
and paft as well as prefent calamities were 
crowding on his mind, the Athenian fleet, 
commanded by Demofthcnes and Euryme
don, appe2.red on the coaft of Sicily. From 
the elegance and the gaiety of its decora.tions, 
it feerned to exhibit a fpectacle of triumph i 
the admirals having rcfolved to make their 
approach with an air of pomp and triumph, 
in order to ihike ferror into the enemy. The 
fleet, befides tranfports,' confifted of fevcnty
three gallies; rontaining five thoufand pike
men, and above three thoufand !lingers and 
archers. 
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THE Syracu{ans were a)mmed and dejeCted, 
peyond meafUl e, by the appea;rance of this 

...... """"--- formidable ~rmament. Notwithftanding aU 
their former exertions and fufferings, the war 
was again to begin; and they faw no profpeCt 
of a t~rmination, or even fufpcnfion to their 
calamities. 

DEMOSTHEN:CS, who now aifumed the chief 
authority in the ,fleet, infrruCted by the di
latory conduCt of N icias, propofed "to take 
advantage of the alaI 111. which the fudden ar
rival of fuch a powerful reinforcement had 
fpread among the enemy, and, by aifaulting 
the walls of Syracufe, at once put an end to 
the war; Of, if that was found to be impof
flble, to raife the fiege, and no longer to cx
hauft, in indecifive engagements, the trea[ure 
and the ftrength of Athens, which might be 
better employed againft the invaders of their 
own country." 

THIS fpirited, but ralli counfel, was highly 
approved by Eurymedon and the reft of the 
commanders; Nicias, though extremely -re
luCtant, was forced at lail: to acquiefce. 
. AFTER fome fruitlefs attempts againfr the 
fortifications on the banks of the Anapus, 
De!llofihenes determined to at~ck the for
treiTes in Epipole, beli~ving, ~hat 1hould he 

* poifefs 
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potTefs himfelf of that pofi, the wall would be C H A "-

quite undefended. As he could not proceed XX~ 
undifcovered dl,lring the day, he marched thi-
ther in a moon1hine nigpt, with the flower of 
his army, accompanied .by Eurymedon and 
Menande'r, Nicias remaining behind to guard 
the camp, T~eir firfi efforts were fuccefsful. . 
They fiormed the.lirft entrenchment, and put 
to the fword thofe by whom it was defended. 
Encouraged by fortune, Demofihenes marched 
forward. During this interval, Gylippus led 
his whole forces out of their entrenchmentc;. 
At the approach of Demofihenes, the Syra ... 
cufans were defeated and retired; but as the 
Athenians advanced in diforder, to bear down 
whatever might oppofe their arms, their tu
multuary attack was checked by a body of 
Thcbans, who repulfed them with loud fhouts, 
made a dreadful havoc among their troops, 
and fpread univerfal confl:ernation through the 
refl: of the army. Their ignorance of their 
1ituation, and the dubious afpect of a night, 
not fufficiently bright to diftinguilh objects, 
nor fufficiently dark to render them imper
ceptible, added to the perplexity and panic 
of the Athenians. Then watch word being 
betrayed to their enemies, they could not dif
tinguilh their allie'S from their foes, and fre .. 

U 3 'quently 
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., A P. quently imbrued their ~d8 ill the blood of 
XX~ their friends. The confuCIon encreafed, and 

the. route l\ecame general. Some in their 
flight fell from the tops of the r()Cks, and were 
dailied in piece~.; otp-ers wandered into the 
country, and were next morning difcovered 
and {lain by the Syracufan cavalry. Upwards 
of Q.Vo thoufand men fell in this fatal engage
ment on the fide of the befiegers. 

THIS fevere and unexpected repulfe fub
clued the fpirit of the Athenians, whole num
bers were continually diminifhing by the dif
eafes incident to the autumnal feafon, and 
the unwholefome vapou.rs anftng from the 
qlorafs near which the army was encamped.... 
Den;lofihencs urged thIS calamity, which W!iq 

daily encreafing, a5 an additional reafon for 
raifing the fiege, while they could with fafety 
crofs the Ionian fea before the commencement 
of ~pproaching winter. But Nicias, whofe 
ruliflg principle feerns to have been th~t of 
deL!?, diffuaded them from the attempt, af~ 
firming, that an abrupt departure would be
tray their wcaknds, and that, at all ev(!nts, 
they ihould w.ait for orders from Athens. 
The other gencrah, believing th~t th~ unufual 
nrmne[s and obfrinacy of Nicias proceeded 
from fome fecret difGovery,or concealed ground 

of 
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of confidence, aiTented to his opinjon, and C HAP. 

fldopted his lnea{ures, which ultimately in- xx. 
volved themfe1ves, the army, the navy"..tnd the 
city of Athens in irretrievable deftruction *. 

MEANWHILE Gylippus, having made the 
tour of ~icily after his late viCtory, returned 
to Syracufe with a powerful reinforcement; 
and the troops fo long expected from Pdo
ponnefus, arrived in the harbour of Syracufe. 
Such an augmentation to the army and the 
navy of the Syracu[ans, with the increafing 
danger of the malignant difl-emper, threw the 
Athenians into the deep eft dejection; and 
even Nicias agreed to -abandon the fhores of 
Sicily. Private orders were given for thiS' 
purpofe, and the hour of midnight chofen for 
the time of their departure, in order to avoid 
the immediate purfuit of the enemy. When 
every preparation was made, and they were
juft going to fet fail, the moon was fuddenly 
~c1ipfed. Nicias and his army were aftonifilcd 
and terrified at the phenomenon. The footh
fayers, who were confulted, interpreted it as 
an inaufpicious omen; and advifed them to 
defer the voyage till the myfterious numher 
of three times nine days was completed, ~n4 

• Tbucyd. P. 52.... PJIlt. in Nida; 

U4 ~ full 
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t HAP. a fuR: t'tvolution of the moon had taken place. 
xx. But before that .time expired, the voyage was 

impra[ti<"'abl~, as the defign was difcovered 
to the Syracufans, who refolved to attack the 
fugitives by fea and land. During three days 
they carried on their military and naval ope
rations without intermiffion. On the firft 
daY.they attacked the entrenchments of the 
Athenians, and gained the advantage in the 
conteft. On the fecond, they failed with fe
venty-fix gallies againft eIghty-fix of the 
Athenians. Eurymedon having feparated his 
[quadron from the reft of the iieet, in order 
to furround the enemy, was purfued by them 
to the bottom of the gulf and defeated. He 
fd1 in the engagement, and the gallies under 
his command were driven on {hare. On the 
third day, Gylippus having meditated an attack 
on the Athenian foldiers as they"'were efcap
iog from their gallies that had run' aground, 
\vas repulfed with confiderable 10fs; but eigh
teen -of thefe gallies were taken, and their 
crews put to the [word. 

WITH a view to intercept the retreat, and 
totally to deftroy the fleet of the Athenians, 
Hermocrates prevailed on the Syracu[ans to 
place a lin{:' of veffe1<;, fixed with anchors and 
chains, acrofs the mouth of the Great HaF-

bour, 
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bour" which Was five hundred paces· wide. 
When the Athenians found themfelves ihut 
tip in the harbour. a council of w~r was held 
to deliberate on the ftate of th~ir aff".lirs. They 
were in want of provifions, and none could be 
procured; unlefs they we;e mafiers of the fea. 
This determined them to rirque a naval en
gagement. Nicias. whofe fortitude rofe in 
adverfity, now exerted his utmofi efforts ( to 
~etrieve the falling fortunes of his country. 
He immedute1y refitted a hundred and ten 
gaIlies, and filled them with the flower of his 
infantry; having drawn up the remainder of 
his forces in nro.er of battle on the {hore. 
As the Athenians had fuffered much on for
mer .occafions from the firm and weighty 
prows of the Sicilian veffels, Nicias had pro
vided grappling irons to lay hold on the hoflile 
vefieI, that they might come immediately to 
a clofe engagement. When the firm decks 
of oppofing veffc1s were thus crowded with 
armed men, an engagement at fea refembled 
a battle at land. 

THE generals on both fides employed all 
their eloquence and ardour to animate the 
courage" and heighten the exertion of their 
foldiers; and no commanders could ever have 
been prompted by ftronger inducements; 

for 
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C HAP. for th,e impending battIe wa~. not only to 

xx. detetmine their own fate, but to decide the 
fate of theil,' country, and the deftiny of fuc
ceeding ages. 

WHEN the Syraculans were acquainted with 
the intentions of the enemy to engage, they 
prepared to defend the chain of gal1ies at the 
ent!"ance of the harbour. A narrow opening 
was left, on either fide of which a confidetable 
{quadron was Ihtioned *. Sicanus and Aga
tharchus were appointed to command the 
wings; and Pythen, a native of Corinth, to 
command the centre of the fleet. Gylippus 
having given every neceffary order, returned 
to take the c(nunand of the land forces. 
The Athenian .fleet confifred of a humlu::d 
and ten gallies; the Syracufan of ninety; but 
the latter wa& amply provided with every ne
ceffary article for attack or defence; even the 
new invention of the Athenians was not 
6verlooked; to prevent the imprcillon of the 
~rapp1ing irons, the prows of the Syratufan 
veRas were covered with raw hides. 

THE engagement was dcfperate and fan
guinary on both fides. When the Athenia.ns 
arrived at the mouth of the hJi"bour, they re-

.. Thucyd. p. +51. 
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XX. 
pelled with eafe the gallies that were flationed 
to defend it. But when they att~pted to break 
the chain of veRels that guarded the entrance, -_.-,ilIpIi! 

the Syracufan fieet approached, and ruihed into' 
the harbour, which was, more favourable to 
the form' of their veiTds, and their mode of 
fighting, than the open fea. The confufion, 
tumult, and havoC' occafioned by the engage-
ment of two hundred gallies in fo narrow a 
fpace, ftrike the imagination with horror, and 
furpafs the powers of defcription. From the 
motion of the !hips by the agitation of the 
fea, the darts and arrows of the Athenians 
were fpent without effect; but the frequent 
and furious difcharges of il:ones from the 
Syracufan velfels were dreadfully deftruCtive. 
The eifurts of diftant hoftility being over, 
the neareft -veiTels came into clofe contaCt, 
and grappled each other. The heavy arnlcd 
troops boarded the enemy's lhips, and fought 
hand to hand.; the decks were covered with 
blood; and nothing was to be ften around 
but fragments of ruine-d veffels, and dead 
bodies floating on the wave. The' craih of 
the iliips that ru{hed againft each other, and 
the mingled ihouts of the viCtors and the 
vanquiihed, occauoned fuch uproar and dif-
order, that the orders of the commanders could 

no 
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.C HAP. no morc be heard. The objeCt of the Athe-
xx. nians was to 'reak the chain of vetfels that 

thllt the harl?our, to {ecure their return to their 
own cQuntry. This the enemy endeavoured 
to prevent, to render" their viCtory more de
cifive and complete. The two armies, which 
were drawn up on the neighbouring ihore, 
raw. dearly every circumftance of the engage
ment, ant! contemplated the interefting fcene 
with folicitude and terror. Attentive to every 
movement of the t1eet, and 1huddering at 
every change, they dlfcc,vered their hopes or 
their fears by fhouts of exultation, or gro..ms 
of defpondency. Sometimes il:ret<..hing out 
thelr hands towards their countrymen, as if to 
animate and direct: their efforts; at other tlm('<; 
TJ.uing them towards heaven, to implore the af
tifiancc and proteB:ion of the gods. At lail, after 
an obflinate contdl: and a vigorous refiilance, 
the A.thenmn fleet was difperfed and driven 
on !hore. The Syracufan land army, when 
they behdd this event, conveyed to the whole 
CIty,' by a fudden and univerf.ll fhout, the 
n~.ws of the vIctOry. The Atheniam were 
proteCled in their landing by a finall but he
roic band, commanded by Nicias. The Sy
racu{ans, now the ackn0wledged mafters of 
the fea, failed to Syracufe, and erected a tro-

phy. 
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phy. In this engagement the ~viClors loft C H Jl P.· 

forty veifels, and the vanquia1ed fifty. 
DEFEATED by a new power, on aa de

ment in which they had .1\ot only ~eign6~ hut 
triuSl1phed for half a century, the fpirit of the 
Athenian:; was brlike, arid their courage :an
rt;Iated. On this OCcafiOll they negled:ed 
the facred duty of burying the dead; and did 
not fo much as requefi that the bodies' of 
their deceafcd countrymen might be delivered 
to them, in orner to pay the Jaft duties to 
their remains. Though their fleet w.u. fiill 
more numerous than that of the enemy, they 
refllfed to meet the Syracufans a [econd time. 
and to engage wIth an inferior for~e. The 
d.wntle[s Athenian fpirit no longer appcmcJ j 
theIr unly with was to cfcapc at any ratc. 

THE evening after the engagement, the 
Syracui:lI1s celebrated the feftival of Hercu
les, their favourite hero, and celdtialproteCtor. 
Nothing could be more favourable to the 
filcnt and unobferved departure of the Athe
nians, than the gaiety, jollity, and giddine[s 
in which the capital of Sicily indulged itfelf 
during the greatefr part of the night. Piety, 
as well as duty, feemed to fecond the double 
caU, which a. feftival and a vidory gave tv 
plco,[ure apd enJoyment. Hennocrates alone, 

Wh0 

xx. 
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C HAP. who ftJfp¢tRed the de,iigns .f the enemy, raw 

• 
xx. the neceffity of intercepting or preventing 

their flight) £oce they might again become 
formidable,' and renew the war. For this 
purpofe he feleCted a band of horCemen, who, 
pretending friendlhip to the Athenians, were 
ordered to inform Nicias, "that it would be 
dangerous to depart till morning, as the 5y
racufans lay in amhulh for him. and had oc
cupied all the paffes." This falfe intelligence 
fufpended the march of the dilatory Nicias; 
and he remained two days longer to make 
every necefiary preparation for the departure 
of the army. 

THIS delay gave full time to the Syracu
fans to feize the moft difficult paffes t to for
tify the places where the rivers were fordahle, 
to break down the bridges, and {pread de~ 
tachments of horfe up and down the plain 
to haraf.s the Athenians on their march. On 
the third da.y after the battle, the Athenian 
army,. confifiing of forty thoufand men, Cet 
out from their camp with a view of retiring 
to Catana. The lofty expedations which 
they had formed were now vauiihed; they 
ha.d aballdonerl their fleet to the enemy; they 
had been conquered on their own element; 
had difgraced the atchievemellts, and fallen 

from 
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from the ~me of their ~"an~vA. To this 
public dithonqu( wa,s ad<kd the k.eeneft pun
gency of private ditl:ref~. A melanchWy {pee ... 
tacle prefented it{elf wherever they tutlned. 
their eyes; vail; numbers of the tick, the 
wounded,. and the dying, (ollowing them wid. 
feeble ileps, clinging .to their g~rments. and 
imploring th"m with e:ears, aud in th!: accents 
of unutt(;f.1ble \\OC, I.lVt t~ ab.;mdon them' to 
the fury of wild bea1ts, or tb.c more mer.cilefs 
rage of the en(;;my. But felf-pr~fervation 

prevailed over every other care; the miler ... 
able vi~ims were It:ft to perilh, fending up 
towards heaven .their plaintive and ~navai1-
ing groans, invoking gods and men to ~ear 
their lamentations, and avenge their wrongs. 

THE fufferings of Nicias" and his magna
nimity in fupporting them, fopn a firiking 
part of the fpet1:ac1e. Worn out wbth a te
dious ficknefs; deprived of common 14ccef
furies; and pierced not only with hi~ own 
grief, but that of other~, which preyed upon 
his heart; this great mar!~ whofe courage roft: 
in adverfity, thought of no~hing but how to 
confole the forrows, and revive the hopes of 
the army. He moved.. with alacrity among 
the ranks, proclaiming aloud, " That 'there 
was yet room for hope.; tha.t other armies had 

cfcaped 

CRAB. 
xx. 
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C HAP. efcaped frorb. greater evils; and that there-
xx. fore they ought not to yield to misfortune .. 

That if they Aad incurred the difpleafure of 
fame deity,1 by their invafion of Sicily, his 
vel'.lgeance mull: be fatiated by the greatne(.., 
and the length of their fufferings; tpat their 
numbers and their bravery rendered them frill 
fo formidable, that no city in Sicily was able 
to 'oppofe them; and that, by a finn and 
prudent retreat, which was now become their 
only rdource, they would not only [we them
felves} but their country; fince "the ftrength 
of a il:ate confii1:ed in brave and good men, not 
in evactlated fleets or undefended walls *." 

THE army marched in two divifions, both 
drawn up in the form of a phalanx, as the 
moil: fecure and commodious arrangement. 
The firft was commanded by Nici.:ts; the fe
cond by Demofthenes; the baggage and ~he 
flaves were placed in the centre. In this 
arrangement they pafTed the river Anapus, 
the ford of which was difputed by a detach
ment of Syracufans. Being much haraff'ed 
by the cavalry and archers after they had 
palled the river, they proceeded only five 
miles in their march. Next day they were 

.. Thucyd. p. 550. 
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ex-pofed to the fame dangers, and compelled C HAP. 

to difpute every inch of their way. The xx. 
cne'tny did not chufe to vellfure. an engage-
ment again:ll: an army th:1t dpfpair might 
render invincible) whepever the Athenians 
offered battle; the Syracufans retired; but 
when the former proceeded in their march) 
the latter advanced, and charged them in tht::. 
rear. 

THE fituation of the Athenian army grew 
more and more deplorable. On tiner [uc
ceffive days they attempted to pafs the moun.l 
tain Acr;rum, and were thrice repulfed by 
the enemy with confiderable lofs. The num
bers of the wounded had been greatly in
crea[ed by thefe unavailing attempt,,; the 
neighbouring territory could no longer furniih 
them with provifions; N lciJb ana Demof .. 
thenes now found it neceifary to alter theIr 
route, and to make a circuit by the fea ihore. 
To conceal their defign flOm the enemy, fires 
were lighted in every part of the camp. 1:he 
troops then marched out under covert of the 
night, but with confufion and difordcl'. The 
horrors of a gloomy £ky. an unknown coun
try, and the apprehenfion of the enemy, who 
were at no great di:ll:ance) fprcad terror and 
confrernation among the Athenians; :and De-

VOL. II. X moilhertes, 
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C HAP. moffhenes, with the greater part of the troops 
xx. under his command, loft their way, and made 

a fatal [epaqltion from the rea of the army. 
NEXT morning, Gylippus having received 

intelligence of this e;vcnt, marched. with the 
utmofi celerity to intercept the [maller di
vifion, and overtook them at noon r!.ear the 
for,d of the river Erinios. Having furrounded 
them with his cavalry, he drove them into a 
narrow defile, where they defended themfelves 
with the moft defperate bravery. Towards 
the apprmch of evening, oppreffed with 
fatigue, and faint with' their wounds, they 
were exhaufted rather than defeated. Gy .. 
lippus offered indemnity and proteCtion to all 
who would defert their leaders; an, offer 
which was accepted by the Afiatic Greeks, 
and the troops from other tributary ftates. At 
lail: Demofihenes, and the remainder of Ius 
hoft, confented to lay down their arl11~, on 
condition that they {hould not fuffer death 
or imprifonment *". Thefe, fiill amounting 
to fix thouknd, w~re ient prifoners to Syra
cufe. 

GYLIPPUS then purfued the divi1ion of the 
army conduCted by N icias, which had marched 

twenty 
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twenty miles, and was advancing towards 
the marein of the river Affinaros. He over xx. 
took them before they could re.,ch the banks --
of ifthe river; and fent a herald to Nicias, 
fummoning him to iqJ.itate the example of 
Demofl!henes, and to furrender withou t far-
ther effufion of blood. Nici~s, not giving 
credit to the intelligence of an enemy, .-wat; 
permitted to fend a meffenger for informa-
tion. When the intelligence was confirmed 
by the return of the courier, Niciac propofed 
terms in the name of the Athenians, engaging 
to repay them an the expenees of the war, 
and to deliver hoftages for the repayment, on 
condition that they w{mId permit him, with 
his army, to depart from Sicily. 

Ttl E. Syracufam, as was to be expected. 
would not liften to his propofals; and Gy
lippus made an att.lck on the army of Ni
cia'), which was fuftained during the whole 
day with incredible bravery. the Athenians 
frill hoping they fhould be able to make good 
their retreat in the obfcurity of the night. 
But their intentions and movements were dif .. 
covered by the wary Gylippus, and only 
three hundred men brove through the ene
my and e1eaped, The reil returned with 
defjxmdenc) to the poft they had left. Next 

X " , "" mOflung, 
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t HAP. morning, prompted by defpair, they refumed 
xx. their arms, and ran towards the river amidi1: 

---- the attacks ctf the Syracufan bowmen and ca
valry. The feverifh [en[ation of thirft.ex
cited them to ruili w,ith frenzy into tht: rapid 
ftrelm; while their pur{uers, who lined the 
rocky banks, attacked them WiLh darts, a1'
rov~;:s, and j2.velins. The Affinaros prefentcd 
a new [cene of danger; multitudes 'were 
borne down the ftn:am by the rapidity and 
force of the current; 'while others joined in 
a body to Item its force, were butchered 
without mercy as they 'were drinkillg the 
turbid element. Nicias, unable to bear this 
fpcchde of horror, furrendered at diferetiOn, 
;'lila irnplorea pity and proteCtion for the 
mifu ..tble re111ail1& of hie; army. Before the 
orders of the gcncrab (auld be known, many 
of the foldicrs had, ~,CCOl din~~ to the cufioll) 
of the age, fei.zed th~ir priit)l}crs, [0 t1).1t 
At\leni.m capti\ es w(.rc difpericd throuJh all 
the cities of Sicily. The Athln:.,m, difplcafed 
with Nici,lS for furrcnclcring at difcrction, 
.omitted his name in a rublic monument, on 
which were recorded the names of thofe 
comnunders who had fallen in the battles of 
their country. 

TIll: conquering arm} futi1cndt.d the arms 

t<lken 
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taken from the vanquilhed, on the largeft 
trees which adorned the banks of the river, 

C HAP. 
xx. 

as a trophy of their viCtory; then crowning ----.. 
themfelvcs with garlands of flowers, and 
·decking their horfes \"ith the richeH capa
rifons, tht'y returned to Syracufe in tl iumph, 
after having brought to a happy termirution 
a war, which threatened not only their liber
ties, hut their political cxiftcnce. 

ON the following day an afiembly was held 
to deliberate on the fate of the .Friion~rs. 

Diodes, a leader of great authority among the 
people, propofed, " Tlut all the Atheniam 
and the Slciii,m<; who had joined their army, 
i110uld be imprifoned, and fed with bread aIld 
water; that the !laves and allies fhould b~ 

publicly fuld; :md that the two geller.lis 
fbould be fC'ourged, and ;:tftcnvards put t\) 
death." 

THE injufiice and feverityof the laft ex
cited compaffion, or rather horror, in eveJ Y 
humane bofom. Bermocrates attempted to 
remonftrate, but notwithftanding his acknow
ledged and refpeCted charaCter for patriotifm, 
a<; well as for jufiice and integrity, his voice 
was interrupted by the <.hmours of the mlll,. 
titude. At that infta.nt a venerable old man, 
who had 10ft tw,) fons in the war the [ol~ .: 

X 3 
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C HAP. heirs to his name a8.d efrate, ordered his fer ... 
xx. vants to carry him to the tribunal of ha

rangues. When he appeared, a profound 
:filence, took place: (( You behold in me," 
faid the hoary-headed Nicolaus, "an unfor
tunate father, who has felt more tnan any 
other Syracufan the calamities of this war, 
by the death of two fons, who were the fole 
fupports, and formed all the confolation of 
myoId age r I cannot, indeed, ceafe to ad
mire their courage and their felicity in loiing, 
in defence of their country, a life, of which 
they muft one day have been deprived by the 
courfe of nature; but then I cannot but ihong-
1y feel the cruel and incurable wound whk:h 
their untimely death has made in the heart 
of a bereaved and forlorn father; nor for
bear to deteIl: the Athenians, as the author') 
of this unhappy war, and the murderers of 
my children. But, however fenfible to pri
vate affliction and to domeftic forrow, I feel 
no lefs ftrongly for the honour of my coun
try, and the chal"acter of my fellow-citizens, 
cfpecially when I fee them expofed to per
petual infamy, by the inhutnan counfd which 
is now given you. The Athenians, indeed, 
merit every punHhment that can be legally 
inflicted 0."- them, for having fo unjufUy de-

dared 
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dared war againft us. But have not the gods, C HAP. 

to whom vengeance belongs, pLlniilied them xx. 
'in an exemplary manner, and revenged our 

t 

cau[e? When their general:; laid down their' 
~nns, did they not [urr~nder on condition of 
having -their lives [pared? And if we put 
them to death, how can we avoid the reproach 
and ignominy of h.wing broken folemn cn-.. 
gagements, violated the law of nations, and 
di[graced our valour by ravage and fanguinary 
cruelty [ What! will you fuffer your glory to 
be [ullied in the face of the whole world; and 
have it faid, that a nation, who firfi dedica
ted a temple in their city to clemency, found 
none in yours? To enjoy pro[perity with 
moderation, to exercife humanity towards a 
v:mquiihcd foe, and to imitate the gods in 
pity and in clemency, will reflect more lufire 
on the commonwealth than viClories and tri
umphs. Have you forgotten that this Nicias, 
whore fate you are going to pronounce, was 
the perf on who pleaded your cauJe in the 
Athenian a[fembly, and employed all the 
influence of his authority, and the whole 
power of his doquence, to diffuade his coun
try from engaging in this wa.r r And will 
you pronvunce [entence of death on this vir. 
tuous and unfortunate man, a. a return foc 

X 4 the 
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C HAP. the ze:lJ he exprefTed for your Intereft? With 
xx. regard to myfelf, death would be lefs grievous 

• ,to me than :!pch flagrant injuftic~ and {hock. 
ing cruelty, committed by my countrymen and 
fellow-citizens. " 

THE affembly was ilruck with admiration, 
as ,~ell as foftened to compailion, by this 
magnanimous and pathetic fpeech; when the 
venerable and unfortunate father, initead of 
imprecating vengeance on the authors of 
the calamities that had bc£i1len hi.:; houfe, 
preferred the honour of his country to his 
private rcfentment. and interceded for their 
pardon. But the party hofiile to the 11 the
nians, having reprefented ~n firong coIuurs, 
t.he numberlefs mi1eries brought on their 
country by the Athenians; and the calamities 
in which they had involved Syracufe, where 
multitudes bewailed the death of their chil¥ 
dren and relations, whofe manes could only 
~e appeafed by the blood of their murderers; 
the people refrtmed their fallguinary fenti
ments, followed the advice of Diodes, and 
condemned the two generab to death. 

Br,SlDES the refentment of the Syracufans, 
the fears of the Corinthians, and above all, 
the fufpicious jealoufies of thofe traitors who 
had maintained a fcerct correfpondcnce with 

Niciast 
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Nicias, and which they dreaded might come C HAP. 

to light we're he permitted to live, called xx. 
l~udly for the initallt execution of.the captive 
commanders . 
. THE prifoners, amounting to the number 

of feven ihou(and, were treated with the fame 
degree of rigour. They were either doomed 
to a life of flavery in the mines and quarPies 
of Sicily, or publicly fold to the highea bid
der. The condition of the latter WdS infi
nitely preferable to that of the prifoner& who 
were condemned to labour in the mines and 
quarries. As many of them were citizens 
who had concealed their condition, their tJ
lents, their probity, and the dignifi.ed melan
choly of men who had feen better days, pro
cured a kind reception ahd generous treat
ment from their maaers, who [COil reaored 
mofi: of them to their freedom. 

BUT the Athenians, and fuch natives of 
Sicily as had joined their cau[e, were doomed 
to languiili out life in the horrors of bondage 
and imprifohment. Yet even here a ray of 
humanity illuminated the gloom of barbarity; 
and many Athenian captives received from 
the t3.fte of the Sicilians, ;;. boon which their 
virtue would not have conferred. The name 
of Euripides was celebrated in Sicily; and' 

the 
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C HAP. the Syracufans had often been difiolved into 
xx. tears. at the tender fceneli of the moit affect .. 

ing and im!,affioned of aU the Grecian dra
matic poets. The pleafure which they had 
derived from the patl-tetiC' and melting ftrains 
of his mufe, inducerl. the deflre to hear them 
recited in the melouious accents of Athenian 
voi:es, modelled and correeb:d hy the delicacy 
of .\ Hie ears, and n Pil'i1cd in the inimitable 
fl-veetncf" of the Ionic dialect, [0 fuperior to 
the: rude-nee" of thtir ovm. 'rite mel.mcholy 
Ii tuation of the prifoners naturally turned 
their attention to the plaintive [cent<; of their 
pathetic poet. v\ hile the tragic tale ruihed 
upon their milld~, and they rerrcfented the 
fate of kingdoms and the fall of heroes. they 
felt tht; bitternefs of tht:ir own fituatioll, and 
traced a faithfu 1 picture of their own far
rows. T}!e Syracuians were tranfported and 
delighted; mutua1 taft.; and fenfibility recon
ciled enemies, and endeared them to one ano
ther. The plifoners were received as inmates 
into the bolom of private £1l11ilies, were admit
ted to the honours of antient hoil)itality, and 
foon rdlored to their country, and the longing 
arms of their relatiolls and friends. At their 
return to the Athenian capir.tl, they walked in 
folemn proccffion to the houie of Euripides, 

and 
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:md hailed their deliverer from flavery and C HAP. 

death, with ftrains· of gratitude approaching xx. 
to devotion '*. This civic crown for numbers, • 
fa ved from deftruCtion Ly the charms of his 
heaven-taught mufc, was,a more h()noura~le 
teftimony to the poet's merit, than the laurel 
wreath Of the regal diadem. In this divine 
moment, Euripides mufr have enjoyed ~he 

higheil: triumph which the human heart can 
feel; for his fuperiority as a poet does not (0 

much confifr in intelleCtual as in moral ex
cellence.; in that tendernefs and feniibility 
which is the fineft exprcffion of vittuc, and 
in the dignity and purity of moral fentiment, 
which he ftudied in the fchool of Socrates; 
which !hook the theatre of Athem with 
tranfient burfts of admiration, even when the 
people had degenerated from the virtue of 
their anceftors i and whkh eftabliihed the un
fading reputation of the author over the con
tinent, and through the illands of Greece. 

,. Pluto in Nic. 
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A VIEW O}l 

SEC T ION II. 

From the CondzrJioll if the Ex-pr:n'ITloN to 
SICIL Y, to the Fjlablijlmcllt qf tiJL TIJIR TY 

<TYRANTS. 

T ~I E defeat of the Athcnia1ls at Syr.l
cufe, and the dr~>adful calamities whkh 

_ . ..... _-- followed,when fira reported at Athens, obtain-
ed no credit. The imat,inations of the people 
had been [0 intoxic,lted with ideas of conqud1-, 
that they had never [uppo[ed the pollibility of 
a rever[c of fortune; and their minds weI e [u 
totany unprepared, that the feeble accents of 
the wounded and meagre fugitives, who had 
juft efcaped from the fcene of blood, could 
hardly convince them of the reality. But 
when the evidence could no longer be refi11:
ed, confternation and difinay univerfally pre
vailed; and the people, as if the war had not 
been decreed by them[e1ves, vented their tury 
and refentment againft the orators who had 
encouraged the txpedition, and the diviners, 
whofe blind preqittions and fallacious oracles 
had flattfred them with hope~ of fucce[s 

Never, 
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·Never, fince the commencement of the- re- C HAP. 

public, had th~y been reduced to fo deplorable xx. 
a 'condition; withollt a revenue, without an . . 
a~my, and without a fleet; they feemed to 
ftand on the brink of r,uin, and trembled 
every moment left the enemy, elated with 
fuch extraordinary fuccefs, fhould invade 
Athens both by fea and land, not only with 
the forces of Pelopol1nefus, but with the fleet§' 
of Sicily. 

THESE tidings, fo affiiCting to the .t9theni
ans, were received with very different emotions 

. in other parts of Greece. The ftates, who 
had not hitherto taken a fide, but watched 
the courfc of events, now declared againtl 
them. Their own allies and tributaries pre
pared to afi"ert their liberty. Euba;a, Chios, 
and Lefbos, folicited the proteCtion of. the 
Lacedxmonians, Thefe various comll10tinns 
fuggefted great views to the Spartans, who: 
thought that the time was now approaching, 
when they fhould rife on the ruins of Athens 
to fupreme authority in Greece. 

To ftrcngthen this formidable confederacy, 
a new enemy remained more powerful than 
all the reft. Artaxerxes Longimanus, king 
of Perfia, died in the eighth year of the Pe
loponnefian war, leaving the crown to Xerxes, 

• 1 . 11:> 



A VIEW OF 

c b A P. his only fen by his queen. He had many 
xx. children by his concubines; among whom 

---- were Sogqianus and Oehus. Xerxes, after 
having raigned forty-five days, was affaffinated 
by Sogdianus, who ufurped the throne. 
Having become the horror of the nobility 
and the empire by his cruelties, Oehus ad
v~ced againft him at the head of a 1hong 
army, and deprived him of hIs erO'Nn and life. 
Oehus, fueceeding to the fovereignty, afiumed 
the nhe of Darius, to which has been 
added the firname of N othus, or the Baftard. 
The reign of this prince was difturbe':l by 
confpiraeies and commotions. In the ninth 
yelr after his aeceffion to the throne, Egypt 
revolted, and Amyrtreus being proclaimed king, 
reigned fix yean.. The defection of LydIa 
happened at the fame time. The governor 
having oollected a confiderable body of Gre
cian troops, threw off his allegiance to the 
Perfian empire, and attempted to eftabliih his 
own authority over the rich provinces of 
Alia Minor. Darius fent TiHaphernes againft 
him, who being a man of addrefs and in
trigue, by means of prefents and promifes, 
brought over the army to his fide. Deferted 
by his troops, the governor furrendered 
to Tiff'lphernes, who flattered him with 

6 hopes 
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hopes of pardon; but Darius put him 
death. 

to C HAP. 

xx. 
AF T Ei. this rebellion was qurlled, Tiffa

phernes was appointed tu govern the iouth
t:rn, and Pharnabafus t4e northern dillrids 
of Lower, ACta; and the abilities of thefe ge-

~ 

nerals extended the Pernan arms toward., the 
!hares of the Egean, as well as of the Hel1~f
pont. Thefe governors, provoked at the 
Athenians, becaufe they prevented them from 
levying the ufual contnbutions and taAes in 

their refpettive provinces, promifed to furnilh 
the LacedCEmoniJ.lls with all the neceiTJry 
expenees of the war, in order to incite them 
to march againfi the Athenians with great~r 
ala.crity and expedition. 

NOTWITHSTAND.lNG this formidable com .. 
bination, the Athenians refumed their antient 
fpirit, and acted with wifdom as well a~ mae
nanllmty. They introduced U!conotny into 
their finances, ami retrenched ¢very unne
ceifary expenee. They took th~ thoufand 
talents out of the treafury which had been 
depoiited there at the commencement of 
the war, and referved f01 a cafe of exigenoy 
like the prefent. They filenced the ha
rangues of the turbulent demagogues, and 
appointed a couucil of cild and experienced. 

tJ1eJi): 
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men to examine and prepare all public af. 
fairs before they {bould be propofcd to the 

• ,,--- popular an.:embly. New levies were raifed 1 

the Beet, repaired and augmented, was put 
to fea, in order to watch the motions, and 
prevent the defertion of the allieE. • A train 
of favourable circumfiances co-operated with 
th~fe wife and vigorous meafures, to prolong 
the defiiny of Athens. The proceedings of 
the Spartan confederacy, which had been al
ways tardy, were now feeble and dilat0ry to 
an extreme. The Perfian governors were 
guided entirely by interefi, and their conduct 
was equivocal, capricIOUS, and indecitive. 
Above all, the enterprifing genius of Alci
biades, full of refources, of energy, and ir,
trigue, contributed to retard the fall of the 
t:epublic. This ftatefman, to whom change 
of political parties appeared no contradiction 
of character, and who was refolved to ruin or 
to rule his country, now exerted in its defence 
that fpirit and ability, which he had formerly 
employed for its defiruCtion. 

THIS eccentric charaCter had prevailed on 
the Spartans and Peloponncfians to comply 
with the requeft of Tifia,phernes, and to fur
llith the Perfian with gallies and foldiers, 
which he victualled and paid at his own ex-

penc.e. 
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petl(:e. By his influence and addrefs he had ~ HAP .. 

alfo ind~ed feveral of the Ionic cities to de- xx . 
. dare for the Lacedcemonians. But his power ) , 
. and authority in Sparta were tod great to be 
permanent. The magifir.ltes and generals of 
Sparta, ,envying the f.uhe and fortune of an 
exile whom they h.ld proteCted, could not 
bear that the [ucce[s of every enterprize 
ihould l.1e impute J to Alciblades. Agis: the 
king, had better rea[on for his refentment. 
The intrigue of Alcibiades with Rimea, the 
[poufe of that monarch, was divulged by female 
vanity and folly . Vain of conquering and, as 
ihe imagined, fixing the heart of a charaCter 
fo celebrated, tbe privately gave the name of 
Alcibiades to her fon Leotychides. The in-
temperate tongues of her female companions 
foon revealed the feeret to the world; ,and 
Alcibiades mortified her vanity, by publicly 
avowing, that he paid his addrefi"es to her~ 
not as a woman, but as a queen, that hi~ pro-
geny might reign in Sparta. The caufe of 
an injured and affronted hufband was em-
braced by all his countrymen; and {eeret or-
ders, under the {anCtion of the Spartan fenate, 
were fent to the commander of the Pe1o-
ponnefian army, 
the commiffion 

VOL. II. 

to aifaffillate Alcibiades, for 
of crimes which were pu-

Y niihed 



A VIEW OF 

~ HAP. niilied with death in every Greci.1n common ... 
xx. wealth. A1cibiades, who had faithful intel

ligence conveyed to him of this defign againil: 
his life, avoided the fnares that were laid for 
him; but, for his more perfect: fecurity, com
mitted himfelf to the protection of TifTapher
nes, the Per{ian governor of Sardis. The 
pleafing manners, the infinuating addref..s, the 

t 

accommodating temper, the verfatile humour, 
joined to the great t,ll~nts for bufincL, pof- , 
fdlfd by this illufirious adventurer, {oon gain
ed the attJchment as well.as admiration of 
Tii1aphc:rncs, who had ftudicd in the fame 
{chool of hypocriiy, deceit, and affeCtation. 
So much did he become enamoured of thi·> 
Athenian, Tlotwithfiandin~ his avowed hatred 
to the Greeks, that he gave the name of AI
cibiades to the moil beautiful of his gardens, 
the favourite [cenc of his pleafures, adDrned 
with ~11l the embelli!hments of Afiatic taite, 
the cooIne[:, of fount.lins, the v,rciurc and fra
grance of groves, and the refrei11ment of ro
mantic retreats and i()litudes. To {ecure his 
protection, A1cibiadch itudied to flatter and 
1t> gratify hi~ avari~e, the ruling paBian of his 
nature. Tifiapherneq allowed the Peloponr.e
flan tailors a dr.lchma, or i'"cven pence of dai
ly pay. Akibiades exclaimed againft this im-

politic 
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politic profufion, and informed him that the C HAP. 

pay given by the Athenians never amounted . xx. 
to more than three oboli, as experience had ---

1 • 

taught them that more would produce Idle-
nef& and profligacy. .If tht: failors 1hould 
murrrl'ur .at the reduaion, a bribe to the com ... 
manders, and a few venal oratorf' accufiomed 
to govern the multitude, he a1Turcd him; 
would foon hulb every complaint ~. 

THIS advice was too congenial to the 
mind of Tiffaphernes not to he adopted; and 
fo well acquainted. was this Grecian with his 
countrymen, that Hermocrates, the Syracu
fan, alone refnfed the bribe, or to fecond the
views of the Perfian fatrap. 

THR feeds of jealoufy and diftruft were 
now fown in the Pe1oponnefiall :fleet j nor 
was it difficult for Alcibiades to detach Tif
faphernes from the Spartan allianct. 

HE reprefented to him, "That if thft 
Perfians propofed to recover their antient 
po1Teffions in Afia minor, th6Y {bould be cau
tious of giving a decided afcendancy to the 
Spartans. That hy holding the balance even 
between the contending republics, by feered}' 
exciting troubles and divifions among them, 

'* Thucyd. p. 584-

yz and 
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C HAP. and tending pecuniary remittaJ1CeS, fometlmes 
xx. to Athens, and fometimes to Sparta, thet .,. 

would mutually exhauft each ether's ftrength; 
( 

and ultimately fall an cafler prey to the Per-' 
£Ian ambition." , 

TISSAPHERNES adopted this plan" to the 
great joy of Alcibiades, who, as he was pro
fcriped by the Spartans, raw no hopes of [afety 
but from his native country. The Athe
nians, informed of his influence at the court 
of TiiEphernes, bitterly repented their hav
ing paffed fentence of condemnation upon 
him; for, though they had lately reduced the 
revolted i11ands to obedience, yet they dreaded 
Tiifaphernes, who was foon to be reinforced 
with a hundred and fifty veffels from Phe
mCIa. Alcibiudes, who had intelligence of 
all that paffed among the Athenians, applied 
fecretly to Pifander, Theramenes, and other 
leading men in the camp at Samos, where, 
at this time, they had colleCted all their forces. 
To them he lamented the defperate .fituation 
of public affairs, expatiated on his own in
fluence with the Perhan governor, and ex
preifed his willingnefs to comply with the 
willies ,of his country in returning to Athens, 
provided the adminiftration of the republic 
was taken from the capricious and furious 

multitude, 
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multitude, and entruil:ed to the hands of' the 
powerful and the noble. He infinuated, that 
it might be yet pollible to prevent the Phre-. \ 

nic:ian fleet from joining the Spartan; and at 
lail: promifed to the Athenians, not only the 
favour ()f Tifi:'lphernes, but of the PerfiaIl 
monarch himfelf, provided they would aboliih 
their tumultuous democracy, fo odious to 
kings, and commit the adminiftratiol1 of go
vernment to the nobility, and to men worthy 
to negotiate with a fovereign. 

THESE views were the more acceptable to 
Pi£tnder and Theramenes, as they had adopted 
them before hand, and formed parties both in 
the camp and the city for carrying them into 
execution. Accordingly they, and the other 
leauers of the ariilocratical party, warmly 
approved the meafures of Alcibiades. The 
army, too, admired the valour of this illuf ... 
trious exile, and longed to fee him reftored 
10 the {ervice: and fighting the battles of his 
country. The dangerous fituation of Athens 
was lamented by an J many rejoiced in the 
profpect of an alliance with the Per:6ans; and 
the recall of Alcibiades was de:6red by ge~ 
neral confent. 

PUR YNICHUS, the perfona} enemy of Al
cibiadcs, ~one oppofed his rctturn 1 but 

y 3 ~he 
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If Ii 4. p. the mea(ures (If P ifander and his afl"ociates 
xx. were carried into execution. An extraordi .. 

• ' * nary a iTembly, fummoned in the theatre of 
Bacchus, pafted a decree, invefting ten per[ons 
with full powers to treat with the Pedian 
governor. 

MEANWHILE, Tifiaphernes concluded J. 

new, treaty with the Spartans, in which 
it was ftipulated, that kmg Darius {hould 
pr6vlde for all the expences of the Pe-
10ponnefian fiC'ct tIll the arrival of the 
peri'i,m; and that the confederated forces 
ihould exert all their eifol t~ to recover to 
the Great King the dominions of his arcef
tors, fo long ufurped by the Atheniam. It 
was fal ther agreed, that they ihould unite 
their forces, and continue hoftihties, or make 
peace, by common conCent. As a ftep to 
,he fulfilment of the treaty, TiHaphernes fent 
PJr the fleet of Phcenicia. 

THE cour[e of this negotiation is fufficient 
to prove that the deceitful Periim, however 
he might reliih the coun[e1 of Alcibiades to 
weaken both parties, never entertained a fe
rious thought of the Athenjan allIance; tlC

cOldmgly he {hewed the utmoft unwillingnefs 
W enter into any confelence with the ambaf
fJ.Jr '1 v (If Atheps,) and it was not till after 

he 
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he had long employed the humbleft intreaties, 
and an the arts of infinuation, that Alci

321 
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biades at !afl obtained an audience for his fel- -.." ,--
low-citizens. At that audience; among other 
propo{als, he demandeq that Ionia and the 
neighbouring iDands {hould be furrendercd to 
the Perfian king. Thde conditions, how-
ever ignominious, being complied with, he 
required permii1ioll for the Periian fleets to 
fail unmolefted in the Grecian feas. On 
hearing this demand, which was equivalent 
to expreiiing a deiire that Athens ihould be-
come a province of Periia, the ambaffadors 
broke up the conference with indignation, and 
faw that Alcibiades had deceived himfelf, as 
well as them, with regard to his influence over 
the Pcriian fatrap. 

THE leaders of the arifiocratical party, 
however difappointed, were happy to get rid 
of a man, whofe indefatigable ambition and 
intolerable vanity rendered him a dangerous 
and difagreeable aifociate in public affairs. 
They neglected not, however, to introduce 
the revolution into the A thenian government. 
which they had for fome time premeditated. 
They gained over Phrynichus, who had op
pofed them only from perfonal animoiity ta 
Alcibiadc~. Th,e moft licentious and turbu .. 

y 4 lent 



saS A.. V lEW 0 F 

C HAP. lent of the demagogues were affaffinated 1 

xx. and the Athenian.s, intimidated by the num ... 
bers and authority of the confpirators, yielded 
without refiftance. A faCtion aCting with 
union and energy, whofe leaders were Pifan
der, Theramenes, Phrynichus, a.nd Antiphon, 
fubverted the Athenian commonwealth, which 
had, fubiified with fplendor and celebrity for 
near a hundred years, and erettedan ariftocracy, 
invefted with abfolute power, on the ruins of 
the antient confiitutlOn. Five perfons (nomi
nated before hand) obtained the fanttion of 
the people to chufe a hundred others, each of 
whom fhould nominate three affociates; and 
the four hundred, thus chofen, were appomted 
to admll11il:er the affairs of the republic with
out limitation or controul. To amufe the 
people with a phantom of liberty, it was de
creed, that the four hundred ihould OCC2.

fionally call a councIl of five thoufand citizens, 
to affift them in their deliberations, when 
they judged it expedient. Accordingly, the 
affemblies of the people were held as ufual; 
and the an tien t forms of the confritu tion were 
preferved, though its fpirit was loil:. 

T HEbE new rulers foon diicovered their ty
rannical and fanguinary difpofition. They en ... 
t~red the {enate armed with daggers, and fur .. 

rounded 
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rounded with guards, and, after paying the C HAp.. 

members their falaries, deprived them of their XX~ 
office. They b.mifhed, profcribed, and put to 4 a 

• 
death all who oppofed them, and confifcated 
their eftates. The reports. of theIr cruelty and 
tyranny were carried to the camp at Sal110s, 
and excited the indignation of the army and 
the fleet, who, roufed by the fufferings of 
their fellow -citizens, determined to ll:nke a 
decifive blow for freedom and their country. 
Encouraged by Thrafyllus and Thrafybulus, 
they attacked by furprize the filpporters of 
the new adminiil:ration, punifhed thirty of the 
moll: criminal with death, baniihed others, 
and bound the foidiers by an oath to maintain 
the antient government, againft public ene
mies or domeitic faction. By the advice of 
Thnfybulll'l, who headed this revolution, 
Alcibiacl':5 was recalled. Immediately on his 
arriY.11, he was appointed general of the Athe
nian forces: leavmg the care of his troops 
to Thrafybulus and Thrafyllus, his colleagues 
in command, he proceeded to Miletus, to ex
hibit himfelf in his new dignity to Tiifa
phern(s, and to convince the fatrap that the 
power of his countrYlnen was frill formi
dable. As he had formerly kept the A the
nianil in awe by Tiffaphernes, he now awed 

TiTIaphernes 
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C HAP. TitTapherne5 by the Athenians. Returning 
xx. to Samos, he found ambaifadors from the four 

hundred" who had been attempting to vindi
cate the revolution at Athens, and the fub
ft:quent conduct of the new government. 
Their attempts to ju{bfy the enormities and 
injufhce of the four hundred, fuved only to 
eXflfpcrate the rcfentmcnt of the arlllY, wIw, 
WIth OIle voice, demancled that they might 
be led inib.ntly againil: Athens to punifh the 
tyrants. Alubiddc~, acbng WIth confiumnate 
wifdom on this occtlfion, refufed to comply 
with this ralli requci1:, aDd, by hIs firmnefs 
and fortitude, preferved the city of Athens. 
For, had they failed thither immediat!>ly, the 
Pdopunnefian fleet would have invaded and 
fubdued Ionia, the Hellefpont, and all the 
iflands; while the Athenians, by kindlmg a 
civil \var in their own city, would have ex
haufted their whole forces againft one ano
ther. But Alciblade& ordered the ambaifadors 
to deliver to the tyrants this thort and em
phatic meifage, " That, unlefs they divefied 
themfelves of their illegal power, and reftored 
the antient form of government, he would 
fait to Athem, and at once put an end to their 
lives and their authol :ty." 

TUE return of the ambaffadors without 
J fuccefs, 
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fuccefs, and the an[wer of Alcipiades, added C HAP. 

to the tf0ubles of Athens, and gave a mortal xx. 
wound to the authority of the fo~r hundred. 
The tumult and diforder il1creafed to an ex-
treme, when intelligence. was brought, that 
the Peloponnefian fquadron, commanded by 
Hegefandridas, the Spartan, had defeated the 
fleet fent out by the four hundred to oppofe 
them, and made thell1felves mailers of the 
Wand EubCBa. 

NEITHER the invafion of Xerxes, nor the 
defeat at Sicily, occafioned {uch terror and 
confiernation as this alarming calamity. Since 
the fortification of Dece1ia, and the con[e
quent defohtion of the Attic territory, the 
Athenians had derived their chief fupplies 
from Eubcr:l; they dreaded the revolt of the 
ifi . .mders; they had no more !hips to launch; 
and their trea{ury was exhaufied; thl: city, 
torn by intcrn:ll commotions, was divided 
2brainfi the camp. If, in this moment of 
diforder and difiraction, the conquering fleet 
had profited by their viCtory, and attacked 
the Athenian harbour, the army at Samo! 
muil: have failed to the defence of their 
country; Ionia and the Hellefpont w.ould 
have been abandoned to the Peloponnclid.ns ; 
and the republic retained only th,e city of 

,Athenii 
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c;: HAP. Athens of all its extenfive dominions. But 
xx. the great and decifive ftrokes of war were 

unknown ~o the enemy. The tardy mea
[ures and heavy movement of the Lacedre ... 
monians, frequent1~7 checked the career of 
their [uccefs, and 10ft the advantages which 
fortune put into their hands. 

,THE four hundred tyrants were now de
pofed, to whom the people afcribed all tha 
calamities which they futtered. Alcibiades 
was recalled, aDd the conduct: of the ar
my at Samos obtained the fanB:ion of pub
lic approbation. The democracy was re
flored; the government was brought back to 
its original principles, as eftablifhed by So";" 
Ion; and the Athenians refolved, with more 
ardour than ever, to defend, to the lail: extre
mity, their antient confritution. 

Ar.CIBIADES, though recalled by the una
nimous voice of the a{fembly, did not im
mediately retur!); put refolved, by perform
ing fome heroic atchievement, to render his 
arrival not only joyful, but triumphant. For 
this purpofe, leaving Samos with a (mall num-:
ber of ve{fcls, he cruifed abOl!t th~ Wands of 
Cos and Cnidos, and, receiving ~nformation 
that an Athenian fleet was on the point of 
engaging the united [quadrons of Rhodes and 

( 

Peloponne[us, 
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Peloponnefus, near Abydos, he hafterted to 
the affiftance of the former. The battle had 
lafl:ed t1;le whole day, and was fl:ill undecided, 
when the arrival of Akjbiades, wtth eighteen 
gallies, gave viaory to the Athenians. Hav
ing takeo. thirty of the ~nemies gallic.;, and 
retaken fifteen of their own, which they had 
loft in a former engagement; they erected a 
trophy. It was next r("foIved to attack the 
enemies fleet at Cyzicus; for this purpofe a 
detachment of eighty gallies failed to th~ 

iinall ifland of Proconnefus, about ten miles 
diftant from the itation of the Peloponnefian 
fleet. A thunder-ftorm, followed by rain 
and a thick gloom, concealed their approach; 
and, favoured by the darknefs, A1cibiades [ur
prized iixty ve1Tels, which had been fepa
rated from the Pdoponnefian fleet. When 
the gloom difperfed, the reft of the Beet failed 
to their affiftance, but were totally defeated by 
the Athenians, who took every veffel, except 
the Syracufan gal1ies, which were fet on fire 
by Hermocrates in the face of a viaorious 
enemy. 

THE news of this viaory elevated the 
Athenians as much as it depreffed the Spar
tans. For feveral years the operations of the 
Athenians had been .crowned with fuccefs, 

but 
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but the twenty-fourth ye:lr of the -war was pe .... 
culiarly fortunate. The Carthaginial'ls invaded 

• ---- Sicily, and prevented any effectual aid from 
being Cent 'to the Peloponne:tian :lIlies from 
that quarter. The revolt of the Medes with ... 
held the Perfian reinforcements, which were 
neceifary to recruit the army of Pharnabafus. 
The Athenians, having repeatedly defeated 
both the confederated Greel~s and the Per
lians, returned in triumph to att.lck the for
tified. cities, in v. hieh Alcibi.l.dcs difplayed the 
extraordinary rcfonrc~s of his genius. By 
fudden af1aults or gradu.ll approache<;, by force 
or by ftratagem, i.l a few months he beG'ame 
mafier of Chalcedon, Selembria, and at 1a11 
of Byzantium. His fleet \vas no lefs fucceff
ful than his army, and he rcilored to the 
Athenians the empire of the f~a. It was 
computed by hib frielld~, that Akibiades, fince 
he was invdted with the chief command, had 
tak~n or defuoyed two hundred Syracu1'Jn or 
Peloponnefian gallies. 

AFTER fo mdny atchicvements and vic
tories, Alcibiades eagerly defired to re-v:iftt his 
native country, and to enjoy the honours he 
had merited by his fuccefs. He i~t fail for 
the, Pirreus.; and, on the joyful day of his a't
rival, tbe people crowded to meet him, and 

to 
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to behold the deliverer of Athens. His fleet 6 HAP. 

was adorned with the arms and fpoils he had xx. 
t<'ken from the enemy. The fhips which he • 
had captured attended the trium~h; and he 
difplayed, as trophies of fueeeis, the enfign$ 
and ornalpents of thofe 11e had funk or de ... 
11:royed. He landed amidft the univerfalfhouts 
.lnd acc1amation$ of the fpecrators, wha, inat-
tentive to the naval pomp, fixed their eyes on 
Alcibiades aIOl~e. They gazed on him with ad
miration as a tutelar divinity, who had brought 
victory in his train; reflecting on the de .. 
plorable fituation of the commonwealth, 
when he undertook its defence, and the lnany 
illufirious atchievtments he had fince per
formed, by which he had rendered her vic .. 
torious }1oth by tea and land. 

As Alcibiade~ had been charged with a 
crime, and condemned in abfence, it was re .. 
quiiite that he .!bould be ahfolved in due 
form. Accordingly an extraordinary affem
bly was fummoned by the magiftrates, that 
he might explain and vindicate his conduer. 
He found little difficulty in making his de
fence'before judges fo ftrongly prepo1feffed in 
his favour. Having deplored his paft mif .. 
fortunes, he impu ted them entirely to his evil 
deftiny, and not to the people. He concluded 

bl 
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by exhorting them to purfue the war, -and ,to 
hope every thing from its fnccefs. Charmed 
with his eloquence, his candor, and magna-
nimity, the affembly decreed him a crown 
of gold, reftored his eftate, and appointed him 
commander in chief by fea anl;lland. So ex
ceffive were the grateful tranfports of the 
people, that they would have offered him the 
1o~ereignty, if they had not been prevented 
by himfe1f and his friends. The utmoft ex
ertions were mad<;: both in the army and the 
navy, a hundred gal1ies were ntted out, and 
tranfports prepar(d to carry a large body of 
infantry and cavalry. 

WHEN thefe preparations were finiihed, he 
deferred his departure for tome time, to cele
brate the Eleufinian myfteries. Nothing in 
the hiftory of heathen religion is more me
morable or illuftrious than the fefiivJI of 
Ceres Eleufina. The origin of the inf1:itution 
is referred to the goddefs herfelf: tvho, .com
ing to Elcufis in the reign of Erec:theus, alld 
finding the country afflicted with famine, 
taught the inhabitants the culture of corn, 
and infiruCted them in the principles of juf
tice and humanity. 

THESE myfteries were divided into the 
greater and the leiier. Thofe who defired to 

be 
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be initiated into the greater myfieries, were C HAP. 

prepared and purified by watching, temper- xx. 
cn,ce, facrifices, luftrations, and prayer; and, ---... 
previous to the revelation of the myfreri6us 
fecrets, the mofr profouqd filence was enjoin-
ed them.. When the time for their illittc1tioll 
arrived, they were brought into the temple; 
and, to infpirc the greater reverence, the cere-
mony was performed 1n the night. Wonder-
ful things pafTed upon thIs occafion; vilions 
were feen, and voices heard of at! extraordi-
nary nature. A fudden fplendor illuminated 
the darknefs of the place, and immediately 
difappearing, added new horrors to the gloom. 
Apparitions, claps of thunder, fhaking of the 
earth, heightened the terror and amazement, 
\"irhile the trembling candidate heard the myf-
tcrious volumes read to him by the hicro-
phant. Thefe ihiking cerem~nies \\'ert> con-
trived to teach, with greater efficacy, the mcfi: 
important principles, of rdigion and virtue, 
and to expre[s, by external emblems, the im-
mortality of the human [oul, and the rewards 
~ppoint(;d for the virtuous in a future Hate 
of exiftence. "The knowkdge of thef,; 
myfterit!s," layS Ifocrates *, "difpeh the tt:r-

• Panegyr. p. 2,4. 
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C HAP. rors of death, hy in£piring the initiated with 
xx. the pleating l10pes of au eter$lity of happi ... 

nefs." 
BESIDES 'the feeret and awful ceremonies, 

the wodbip of Ceres was celebrated by pub
lic {hows and exhibitions, and. above all, by 
the folemn and magnificent proceilion which 
pro~eeded along the lacred road leading from 
Athens to Eleufis. The Athemans, for fame 
time paft, had been obliged to conduct this 
procefiion by fea, as the LncedrenJOnians were 
in po.treffion of the road to the temple. Al
cibiades, who had refolved to celebrate this 
feftival in its antient luftre and folemnity~ 

ordered the proceffion to go by land in the 
ufual manner, under the convoy of an "fmed 
force. Having pofted fentinels upon the hills, 
he placed the venerable minifters of the god
defs, and the initiated, under the proteCtion 
of his army. No enemy appeared to difturb 
the folemnity and pomp of the proceffion, 
which Alcibiades conducted to Eleufis, and 
b:tck to Athens, without interruption from 
the enemy. No fpettacle, fays Plutarch, 
was ever more auguft or mort; worthy the 
majefty of the gods, than this mingled pomp 
of war and of religion; and even the enemies 
gf Alcibiades 'were obliged to acknowledge, 

that 
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that he was no Iefs qualified to difcharge the 
fundions of a high-prieft than thofe of a 
general. The principal defign qf Alcibiades, ---
in this public oftentation of his piety, was 
to efface from the minds of the people the 
fufpicioBS of irreligion, to which the mutila .. 
tion of ftatues and the profanation of myfte .... 
ries had formerly given rife. 

AI~TER this etfufion of religious zeal, 'f0 

meritorious in the eyes of the people, and 
particularly acceptable to the army, Alci ... 
biades prepared for his military expedition; 
and his countrymen expeCted every thing from 
his abilities. 

ALARMED at the late viCtories of the 
Athenians, and apprehenfive of their future 
fuccefs, the Spartans now thought it neeef
fary to oppofe one of their beft generals to 
Alcibiades, and appointed Lyfander, chief 
commander of the fleet. This general, though 
of noble birth, and a defcendant of Hercules, 
was educated with all the rigour and feverity 
of Spartan ditcipline. He had fpent his life 
in arms, or in embaffies to foreign ftates. To 
unabated valour he added tIte fruits of his 
experience, and knew well how to gain by 
policy what could not be obtained by open 
violence; how to join, according to his own 

4 
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exprdlion, the cunning of the fox to the cOu
rage of the lion. Arhbition was his ruling 

---- paffion, to which he could iacrifice every 

C HAP. 

XX. 

principle, and refign every pleafure. 
SINCE the remarkable defeat at Cyzicus, 

the Peloponndlan flates had been employed 
in building iliips and preparing a fleet. The 
whole armament, amounting to ninety fail, 
was now co1leCted by Lyfaader at Ephe
fus. While he was making preparations for 
his expcditio11, he was informed that Cyrus, 
the yonngefl fon of the Perfian monarch, 
was clppointed gCNernor of Sardis. As he 
had no permancn t fund for the payment of 
his forces, he repaired to the Lydian capital 
without delay, to congratulate the arrival of 
lht.' young prince. Having infinuated him
fdf into the favour of Cyrus, he complained 
of the perfidious partiality of Tifiaphernes 
to the Athenians, whofe power had formerly 
heen, and might flill be, deftruCtive to the 
interefls of Perfia. Pharnaba.zus, he added, 
bad more effeCtual1y ferved the caufe of his 
maHer; but that neither the one nor the other 
had furnifhed the ftipulated pay to the Gre
cian feamen and foldiers, without which de
fertion would take place, and no vigorous 
meafurcs todd be purfued. Cyrus anfwered, 

" That 
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I, That he had orders from the king, his 
father~ to afiifi: the Lated,rmonians ~ that fur 

C U A P. 

xx. 
this purpo[e he had brought \,;,ith him five --,,,",,, t""".n 

hundred talents *; and, illollld th,lt fum be 
found inadequate, he Vloouk! coin illto money 
the golden throne on which he [Jt." 

LYSAND:CR endeavoured to profit by the 
fJ.vourable difpofltions of the Perflan C0111 t, 
and requeficd that the pay of the fc,unen 
might be raifed from three uboli to a drachma 
a day. The young prince tephed, that on 
thi9 fubjecr too he muft be guided by the 
infiruCtion of his father, " That the pay mutt 

continue un the original footing, J.nd the al
lied fleet receive thirty minre t a month fix 
every [bip." Lyfander fcemed to acquie[t..e, 
uut did not abandon his projeCt. 

SOON after, at a magnificent entertainment 
given by Cyrus, the artful Spartan, by his 
.lddrefs and flattery, iniinuated himfdf fo far 
),ltO the good graces of the young prince, that 
he defired him to prefer a requefi, with full af
furance it [bouId be granted. Lyf.mdcr replIed, 
" That he had nothing to detire but the ad
dItion of an oQolus a day tot the pay of the 

'* Near a hundred thou[clnd pounds. 
t Above nmety pounds. 

Z 3 mariners." 
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C HAP. mariners." The apparen.t magnanimity and 
"'f. difintereftednefs of'th1s requeft charmed the 

youthful mifld of Cyrus, and the Spartan 
received ten thoufand darics '*. Returning 
with this fum to Ephefus, he paid off the 
arrears due to his troops, gave tllem a 1n~nth's 
pay in advance, augmented their daily allow
anC6, and thinned the Athenian gallies by 
tempting the mariners to defert. 

THOUGH Lyfander had confiderably en
feebled the naval power of the enemy, and 
ftrengthened his own by the augmentation of 
the mariner's pay,yet he ventured not to hazard 
a battle; being apprehenfive of Alcibiades, who 
had the fuperiority in number of iliips, whofe 
reputation was equally high for valour and 
military fkill, and who had never been de
feated in any engagement by fea or land. But 
the Athenian general was foon obliged to fail 
to the Ionian coaft, in order to raife contribu
tions to pay his troops, and committed the 
charge of the fleet to Antiochus; a favourite 
fo unworthy of fuch a truft, that even Alci
biades gave him pofitive orders not to ha-

l , 

zard a battle. But fuch was the infolence 
and fol1y of the new commander, that he: 

* Above five thoufand pounds. 

~mtered 
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entered the port of Ephefus with two gallies, C HAP. 

and, having challenged. Lyfander to all eh- xx. 
gagement, retired with loud laughter and de-
rifton. ' The Spartan knew hoY'! to refrrain 
his refentment; but, when he ohferved the 
enemy thrown into diiorder, he ordered the 
Peloponneftan fquadrom to advance. The 
battle was foon decided; the Athenian il1fo-
lence was not fupported by their valour ;' and, 
having loil: fifteen gallies, retired in difgrace 
to Samos. Alcibiades foon returned; bu t 
Lyfander, though favoured by fortune, frill 
declined an engagement with that commander, 
who entered the port of Ephefus to offer 
.him battle, and employed threats and infults, 
to procure an opportunity of retrieving the 
honollrs of the Athenian fleet. 

IN the mean while, another revolution, with 
regard to him, had taken place in the mind" 
of the Athenian people. Expecting nothil1;; 
but conquefts, fuch an ignominious defeat 
filled them with difappoilltment and rage. 
They had fuch confideuce in the allllities of 
Alcibiades, that they began to fufped his in
tegrity; and, as they bdifr..ved nothing im
poffible for him to ~Hchieve, they imputed 
the difafters which happened in his abfc[}ce to 
defign. Thefe fufpicions, though groundlefs, 

Z 4 we-re 
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C 11 A P. were confirmed by Thraf),rhulus, who, jealoU$ 
xx. of the fame and hOIlours that had been be .. 

---- fiowed on a rival, accufed him before the af .... 
fembly of therpeople. He charged him with 
the ruin of his country, by introducing licen
tiou[ne[s into the navy; with having {eleCted 
his friends from the moll: notorious libertines 
and debauchees, '2.nd entrufting the command 
of tHe fleet to fuch unw0rthy hands; while 
he fpent that time', which iliould have been 
dedicated to the fervice of his country, in the 
arms of Ionian courtezans, or ill nufing con
tributions on the provinces to defray the ex.,. 
pence of his cafile on the Thracian coafr, 
his meditatrd afylum againfi: the vengeance of 
the fiate which he had betrayed. 

NOTHING can more firongly i1luftrate the 
levity, inconftancy, and capriciou[nefs of the 
Athenian democracy, than their treatment of 
Alcibiades. The man on whom they had fo 
lately poured accumulated honours, whom they 
had almoft worihipped as a tutelar Divinity, 
was now, in one day, acc-ufed, tned, and con
demned unheard. Ten generals were chofen 
in his ftead; am(img whom Thrafyllus, Leon, 
Diomedon, and Conon were entitled to the 
honours of the commonwealth, and the con
fidence of their country. Alcibiades retired 

for 
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for refuge to one of his caftles in the Thracian 
Cherfonefus. 

THE new gener:lh had fcarce1y arrived at 
Samos, when Lyii:lOder's year of cOmmand ex
pired, and Calhcratidas, ~ Spartan of the an
tient moW, was appoInted his fuccefior. The 
ambitious and political Lyfander had employ
ed Ius annual period of command to lay the 
foundation of fyil:ematic influence and per
manent aathonty. To attach the foldiers 
and failors to hIs fervice, he indulged them 
ill licentious pleafures; he encouraged the 
moil: danng, with lIberal rewards and mag
mficent ploml[<;:s; and from this faction, 
which was entirely devoted to his intereil:, 
he raiied hIS favourites to the firil employ
merits J.nd hig-heft honours in the army. He 
had partizans lil .111 the ifLmds and cities de
pendent on Sparta. He eil:abliihcu arifro
cr.lCY, pr r...t.ther the government of his own 
creatures, in all the towns he had taken. He 
btftowed his conhdence on thofe who were 
void of fear and of ihame, committed authority 
to their hands, and, by the lIlflucncc of Per
£Ian gold, rendered them lntirdy devoted to 
his intereft. 

WHEN Callie ra tidas laid his commiffion 
before the council, the part17,ms of Lyt:mder 

fJifed 
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C HAP. Faifed an umverfal clamour, and declared 
xx. againft yielding, on fuch a critical emergency, 

a fcrupulous obedience to the laws of Ly
curgus. But when Callicratidas addre1fed 
the airembly, with ~he manly fimplicity and 
unaffected dignity of a virtuous mind, they 
liftened with refpca and admiration, the fac
tion of Lyfander was alhamed, and all acknow
ledged that it was nece1fary to obey the orders 
of the Spartan government. 

LYSANDER, though not without the 
ftrongeft fymptom3 of jealoufy and refent
ment, refigned his command, but refolved to 
Tender it more humiliating than honourable 
to his fuccei1or. He returned to the court 
of Cyrus, and reaored the unexpeI'ded re
mains of the ten thoufand daries, which that 
prince had given him for the augment::J.tion 

'of the matiner's pay; at the fame time he re
J'refented Callicratidas as an ignorant, obfri
nate, unpolifucd Spartan, unworthy the con
verfation or confidence of a prince. On his 
return, he told Calhcratidas, that to provide 
fubfifrence for his army, he muil: apply to the 
Great King. ,Compelled by necefilty and 
duty, this high-minded Spartan at laft re ... 
paired to Sardis. He was refufed admiffion 
to the royal prcfence,; making a fecond at-

tempt, 
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tempt, he 'WQS treated with derifion and (corn 
by the vain and in[olent minions of a court. 

C H .\ P. 
xx. 

He then left Sardis with di[dain, execrating ---.... 
the haughtinefs and treachery of the Per-
hans; lamenting the internal diiienfions of 
the Greeks,. which compelled them to [olicit 
the affifiance of filch infolent allies; and 
vowing, if ever he returned to Sparta, to qcert 
his utmofi efforts to reconcile the Grecian 
flates to one another. 

As he had not obtained the ohjeCt of his 
expedition, he proceeded to Miletus and other 
towns of Ionia; and, after unfolding the jea
loufy of Lyfander, and the arrogance of Cy
rus, folicited contributions to carryon a 
war which was undertaken on their behalf. 
By this fair and honourable condua he ob
tained confiderable fums~ which enabled 
him to return with credit to E phefu~, and, 
by [atisfying the demands of the [eamen and 
[oldiers, to raife their fpirits for the day of 
battle. 

IN the twenty-fixth year of the Pelopon
nefian war, Calficratidas, having gained fome 
advantages over thl'! Athenians, at Leibos, 
purfued COflOn, the moft illuftrious of the ten 
generals, intD" the port of Mitylene) where he 
kept him l;locked up. 

CONON 
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C HAP. CONON found means to apprife Athens of 
xx. hi~ extrcme danger. Extraordinary drorts 

were made for his rdief; and in Ids than a 
month a fleet of a hundred and ten fail 'va~ 
:fitted ont, contailling all the AtheniallS, Daves 
as wdl as flce, that wer.: Clpable of bearing 
arms. Reinforced at Samos hy the allied 
frates, they now amounted to a hundred and 
fifty fail ~ and, ltccring for the iflands of Argi
nufCI!, fituated near the promontory of Leilios, 
they prcpartd to engage the enemy. 

N OR was CaHicratidas averle to the en
gagement. Havillg l{;)ft: EteunilU'> at JVlity
lene, to c.ontinue the blockade with fifty gaJ
lies, he fd fa,il with a hundred and t\,1enty to 
the fouthern pomt of Ldbos, within four 
11'..iles of the Athenian fleet. The counfellori 
of Cal1icratidas difTuaded him from hazarding 
a battle againfi: fuch fuperior ftrength and 
numbers. He replied, " To fly would cover 
me with perpetual iliame. My death is of 
littl-: importance to the republic; Sparta. 
does not depend on one man." He then 
gave the fignal for engaging. The vidory 
was long difputed with undaunted and per
fevering bravery. Cal1icratid~s dlflil1guiilied 
himfelf in the fight. At length, being oppoCed 
by the galley of Pericles., [on of the celebrated 

ftatefman 
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tatefman and orator, his lhip was held faft 
by a grappling iron, and he was in11:antly fur
fC!lunded by levcml Athenian veflels. In this 
Gtuation the brave SpJ.rtan fdl J .o~erpowered 
by numbers. The right wing, \vhich he com
manded, was put to flight. The left, com
pored of Ba.:otians and }~ubu:an<;, made a long 
and vigorous refifiance, from fear of falling 
into the hands of the Atheni~n", from whole 
authority they had revolted; at bit the-y ",.rere 
obliged to give way, :lI1J fled in di{orJa. The 
Athenians having gained a complete victory, 
ereCted a trophy in the j[bnds Arginuf~. 

They loft twenty-fivc gallies in thi" ent~-lge
me nt, and the enemy more dun kvcnty, in 
the number of which \vcre nine of the ten 
furnilhc,l by the L.lCecl,nnoni,lf1'i'. 

AF rER the luttle, the Athcll1.ln generals 
gave orders to Therclmene~ 2.nd Thr,d) buJus 
to collett the dead bodic~, that they might be 
interred \,;ith the accuitomed ceremonies. 
FIfty veffds were appcillted to diidurgc this 
religious and hLlmane othcc. The reft of 
the fleet failed in quefi: of the Peloponncfians 
on the coafi: of Leibos, who were [J,ved by a 
fir.ltagem of Eteonicus. Soon after the b:!t
tIe, a veifel arrived at Mityicne, announcing 
the defeat of the Pe1oponnefian fleet. Eteo-

nicus, 
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nicus, who anticipated the confequences 0 

that event, ordered the veife1 fecretly to leave 
----- the harbour, and to return in a fi}l)rt time, 

the rowers' crowned with wreaths of flowers, 
and calling out, with !houts and acclamations. 
that Callicratidas was victorions, and had de
ftroyed the whole Athenian fleet. The can ... 
trivance was fuccefsful; hymns were fung, 
and facrifices offered to the gods. E teonicus 
took advantage of a favourable gale to fend 
his gallies to the HIe of Chios; and, after 
having burned the camp, marched his land 
army to Methymna, which was threatened 
with an attack from the enemy *. 

THERAMENES and Thrafybulus, 'who were 
ordered to convey home the bodies of the 
dead, that they might be honoured with the 
rites of fepulture, were prevented by a "iolent 
tempeft from the execution of thefe orders. 
When the Athenians heard that the laft facred 
duties, on which they believed the happinefli 
of departed fpirits in a future life to depend, 
had not been paid to their brave and vic
torious countrymen who had fallen in bat
tle, they were affected with horror, as well 
as the deep eft forrow, and coniidered the ne-

*' Xenoph. Hellen. +46. Diodor. p. 33'h &C. 

9 gleet, 
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glea, althou~h unavoidable~ as a capital of- C HAP. 

fence. The Athenians had other reafons for xx. 
being offended at the ten generals; they were 
difappointed of the advantages which they 
expeCted from the eng~gcment. Immedi-
ately aft~r the battle, the commanders had 
fent a veffel to Athens, acquainting the ma-
giihates that they had taken fevcllty gallies 

• 
from the enemy~ and meditated expeditions 
againfl: Mitylemf, Methymna, and Chios; 
but Methymna was too fl:rongly fortified to 
be taken by affault; and when they failed to 
Chios, in queit of the Peloponnefian deet. they 
found it carefully fecured in the principal har
bour of the ifland. 

THERAMENES returning to Athens during 
this popular fury, accufcd the other admiral~ 
of having neglected the favourable moment to 
fave thofe who were perifhing, or to recover 
the bodies of their dead countrymen. The 
Athenians, who lifi-ened with eagernefs to 
this invidious calumny, difmiffed the com
manders in their abfence, and unheard, and 
appointed Conon to the command of the fleet. 
Two of the generals, Prolomachus and Arif
t.ogenes, went into voluntary exile; the reft 
returned home to jufl:ify their conduct. The 
,aule having been brought before the fenate, it 

was 
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was there refolved, that it fhould be refetred 
to the decition of the people. and that the fuf ... 

_a_--frages of each tribe ihould be given feparatelYJ 
This iniquitous decree, approved of by a rna ... 
jority of the fenate, <Uld received with all the 
clamorous applaufe of democratical frenzy 
by the people, left no room for a legal de
fence, or impar6al hearing. From that mo
ment the admirals had only to prepare for 
death. In vain dId the Prytanes, who officially 
attended to regulate the proceedings of the 
affembly, endeavour to calm the minds of 
the people. Calhxene<;, the chief accufer, 
threatC"ned them, if they did not deiift, with 
the f.lte that awaited the accufed. The voice 
of rcafon was £Ilene-cd by the fury of the peo
ple, and a iliameful comph.ll1ce WIth injuf
tice dlfgraced the finnne[s and integrity of 
the Athenian judges. Socrates remained a: 
£Ingle and fublime exceptIon. In oppofiti0I1 
to the unanimous voice of the affembly, he 
fuftained the dlgnity of a phllofopher and a 
judge; and perfifted, with a heroic boldnefs~ 
in oppoiing a decree fo contrary to Clrery prin
ciple of jufiice, and fubverfive of all laws. 

BUT his folitary oppofition could not {ave 
the admira.ls. Thev were condemned and 
executed. The fpeech of Diomedon, before 

x h~ 
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Athenians, that the fentence you have paifed xx. 
ttlay not prove a: {.alamity to my country. I -
have one favour to aik of you, in behalf of 
my colleagues and myfelf. which is, to acquit 
us, before the gods, of tile vows we made to 
them for you and fOr ourfelves, as we are nbt 
now in a condition to difcharge them; for it ia 
to their proteaion, invok.ed before the battle, 
that we acknowledge we are indebted for the 
beneficial and glorious viCtory which we gain-
ed over the enemy." The patrioti{m and the 
piety of this difcourfe diiTolved every good ci-
tizen into tears; but the people, inflamed by 
the accufers, remained obil:inate and unrelent-
ing, and the commanders were put to death. 
This temporary madnefs, not uncomme:>n to an 
Athenian aifembly, was followed by the deep-
eft remode. They could make no compen-
ration to the innocent, but tliey took venge-
ance on the guilty, and inflicted on Callixenus 
the puniihment due to his crimes. 

THE Peloponnefian confederacy having met 
with {uch a revere blow at Arginu1re, the al
lies, fupported by the authority of Cyrus, fent 
ambaifadors to Sparta, [oliciting that the 
command of the fleet fuould again be confer-

VOL. II. A a red 
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-C HAP. red Oil LyEuldcr. Although it was contl"Sty 

xx. to the Spartat) inftitutionr., that the fame per
fon fhould pe twice appointed admir..l.l of the 
['1me fleet, the Laceda?monians gratified the 
allie'i, and at the i:lmc time, in appearance, 
complied with the laws, by:;iving the title of 
Admiral to Ar,lcus, and appointing Lyfander 
fecond in cornmand, though, in fact, invefted 
with fupreme authority. Thi., appointment 
gave great joy to the factious devoted to his 
interefrs in the dIfferent Cities, who forefaw 
their own e1evatJOn on the fall of democratic 
power. Cyrus, who was preparing for fl, 

journey to Upper Aiia, fent for Lyf.'1ntier to 
Sardis previous to his departure, and received 
him with the warmefr demonfhations of 
friendlhip. He fupplied him with confider
able fums to fatisfy the prefent demands of 
hib tieet; and during his abfence configned 
to him the revenues of the opulent cities in 
his government. With the feafonable aid of 
thefe copious rcfources, Lyi:lI1der augmented 
his fleet with Ionian and Carian feamen, and 
<:arried on hi., naval preparations with fueh 
vigour and fueeds, that in a few months he 
failed to the He11efj)ont with a hundred and 
fifty gallies. He l.l.ld liege to Lampfacus, 

which 
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\vhkh he took by fiorm, and abandoned to C If A P. 

the rapa<..ity and licentioufnefs of the mercilefs JiiX. 

foldiers. 
DURING thefe operatiom ot the enter":' 

prifing Spartan, the affairs of Athens fuffered 
from the incapacity and folly of PhiJocIes~ 
Adimanthus, Tydi;.us, Menander, ,md Cephi ... 
1odorus, the five generals who were joined as 
colleagues to Conon. On hearing that Ly
fander had taken Lampfacus, they advanced 
with a hundred and eighty !hips, and an
chored on the oppofite fide of the Hellefpont$ 
at the difiance of near two miles from the 
enemy. The {btion which they chofe was 
the mouth of the .lEgos Potamos, or river of 
the Goat, fo called from a clufler of fmall 
iilands which rife above its furface, bearing a 
refemblance to that animal. They anchored 
in this inconvenient place, in order to provoke
the enemy to .111 engagement, as the two 
fleets. were in fight of each other, 

ALCIBIADES, though a baniihed man, could 
not diveft himfdf of anxiety for the fuceds 
of Athens; he therefore vifited the Athenian 
fleet, and reprefented to the commandcr& the 
danger of their fituation 01' an infecurc and 
inhofpitable C0afi, without either h<Jrbours or 
cities to which the f might retire in cafe of , ~ 

A a 2 n02dl1ty. 
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C HAp. l)e~1ity. At the fW)e time he offered to 

xx. co-operate with them, and to attack the ene-
-'i my by land with a thong body of Thrac~n 

forces. The commanders, who were frill 
jealous of this favourite of the people, refufed 
1;0 accept of his Cervices, and reproached him 
for pre[uming, while an exile, to give counfel 
to the admiralt of Athens. 

r 

As the Pelopollndian ileet was inferior in 
nurnbers to the Athenian, Ly!ander employed 
ftratagem to accomplifh his ddigns. He 
drew up his land-~my, in order of battle, 
upon the coaft by break of Jay, and ordered 
the feamen to go aboard their gallies, and to 
hold thelPfelvcCs .in rea.dinefs, as if an engage
ment were to take place. When the fun 
arofe, the Athenian ileet advanced, and bid 
defiance to the enemy. Lyfan4er pretended 
to decline t~ engagement; his fhips remain
ed at anchor? and the Athenians, who im
puted this cOlldutt: to fear, returned in td
umph to ~bour. During four days Ly
Cander bore the infolence and nouriihed the 
prefumption of the Athenians, having fta
tioned his Heet in a place of fecurity, where 
it could not be attacked without manifeft 
clitadvantage. After this daily parade, the 
Nhenial1~ landed in fecurity from their 1lllps 

1Il 
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in the evening, indulging themfelves in plea
fure or repofe; a circumfl:anee well known 
to Lyfander, who regularly tent {wift-{ailing -1Iiojjj'WIII.~"' •• 
veffels to watch their motions 

ON the fifth thy the .Athenian command ... 
ers proceeded, as ufual, to offer battle to the 
Peloponnefian fleet. As they now counted 
on certain fuccefs, they yielded to all the 
dreams of prefumption, and began to difpofe 
of the Lacedremonian prifoners who fuould fall 
into their power. Philocles propokd to cut off 
their right hands; and this crud and unmanly 
propof,tl was {anCtioned by the majority of his 
colleagues. After having attempted to pr-O
yoke the cllemy to an engagement, by more 
daring menaces and mortifying infults than 
on any former occafion, they retired with an 
air of triumph, as if they had obtained the vic
tory. L yfander detached his boats. a& uiilal, 
to obferve their movements, with orders to 
return when they faw the Athenians landed, 
and, ~ a ftgnal, to hoift their fuields in the 
middle of the channel. 

LYSANDER, in the mean time, made every 
nece1fary preparation, and went through the 
whole fleet, exhorting the officers to hold the 
mariners and {oldiers in readincfs for an en
,agement. '¥hen the fcouts, on their re-

A a 3 turn, 
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c: H A 1'. turn, had r~ached the middle of the chapnel, 
xx . they hoifted their thields to the top of the 

..... --- veffel. The fignal was given from the admi
ral's galley, oy found of trumpet, and imme
diately the whole fleet was in motion. The 
narrow ftrait of the Hellcfpont was {oon pafTed 
by the attivity and diligence of the rowers. 
Conon, the chief in command, firfi: perceived 
the approach of the enemy, and called with a 
loud voice for the troops to embark. But 
all his efForts were in vain; the troops and 
thcjr commanders, equally infatuated, had de
ferted their 1J1ips, were amuilng themfdves 
jn the fields, indulging in the luxury of the 
table, or prepari.ng to fleep in their tents. In 
this critical moment, Conon refolvcd to {avt' 
.himidf by flight; and, carrying along with 
him nine gallies, ret {ail for Cyprus. lVlean 
while Lyiilllder arrived, and his forces gave 
f~lll indulgence to their reientment and ani
mOhty, which had Leen rendered more vio
lent fro III the long reilrdint which their pru
dent commander had impoied on them~ A~l 

engagement, with little rdi(hncc, was at
tended by a viClory with little bloodfhed. Th~ 
111ips, when taken, were ~ither empty, or fo 
feebly m::mneJ as to be incapable of reiiftance. 
No +kfeat ""as ever more d..::ciiivt in its effects, 

or 
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or more difgraceful to the va1.LqJJi~led, than 
that at .iE'gos PotamQ,S. Of:a ileet con

3:59 
C H A. P. 

XX. 

fifi:ing of a hUl)dred and eighty veffels, nine ---
-only had efcaped. Lyf1l1der, I amidit tri-
umphal !houts and acclamations, returned to 
LampfJ.rlls, with a hundred and f<::venty-on€ 
gallies, three thouiand priJ.oners, and the plun-
der of the camp. It \vas his glory or good 
fortnne t(') have peri"(xmed one of the moil 
important milItary exploits l"CcoJdeJ in hif-
tory, and to have terminated in an hour, a war 
which had lailed twcnty-tevcn years, which 
had embroiled all the fi:ates of Greece with 
their dependencies, and which, without {uc1~ 
a ieafonable and dLCifivc bIO\v, might haw .. 
extl.'ndcd its malignant effeth to a longer dll-
ration. Lyiandcr immediately tent couriers to 
convey this welcome intelligence to Sparta. 

TIU: fate of the AthcniJ.n priiollcrs taken 
in the engagement Vvas loon decided at a hOl

tile and a Spartan tribunal. They Wlrc all 
condemned to death, and 111.lBacr~d in <:ohi 
blood. However this fevere (cntence may 
{hock the feelings of humanity, it WJt. in iome 
meafure excufed by the law of retaliation, as 
the Athenian commanders had, of late, with
Qt~t the fhadow c{ necefiity, tllrown the help
kfs crew:, of a Corit. thian and an Andrian 

A a 4- "dId 
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C HAP. veffel from the top of a precipice ,nto the ib ~ 
xx. and had meditated cruelties on the Spartans, 

if they had proved viCtorious. Three thOll
fand prifonels were put to death; Adimantull 
alone was (pared, beqmfe he had oppofed the 
fanguinary refu}ution of Philodes~ e. merit 
wh\~, it is (aid, was augmented by his having 
carqe~ on a ~orref pondence with the Spar
tans. 

THIS war had been expenfive, ruinous, 
and fanguinary from the beg~nning) and con
tinued fo to the end. It was their fuperiority 
at fea that enabled the Athenians to [upport 
it for fuch a length of time, and to recover 
from their frequent calamities and difafters 
at land ~ 3;nd the Spartans prevailed at lail: 
merely by the influence of P.erfian gold, the 
diftraCtion of the Athenian councils, and the 
weaknefs of their commanders. By the bat
tle of lEgos Potamos, the Athenians 10ft the 
fovereignty of the (ea, which they had ac
quired by the confent of their maritime allies, 
in the fourth year of.the feventy-fifth olym
piad. They had enjoyed that empire ft'om 
the fOll:r hundred and feventy-feventh, till 
~ne four hundred and fifth year before the 
Chriftian era; that is" duxing a period of fe
yenty-two ye<\rs. 

AFTER, - ' 
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AFTER this. battle; which lefrhim without 
an enemy to engage, Lyfander did not imme
diately attack Athens. He knew, that from __ ..... 1' ..... 

the ftrength of the fortitications~ as well as 
from ~he valour of the inhabitants, heightened 
by defpair, the fiege would be an arduous un-
gerta.king, He propofed, therefore, after he 
had extended his conquefts, to reduce it by 
famine. Having now the command of the 
fea, he employed his naval force to eftablHh 
the Lacedrernonian empire over the extenfive 
~oa{b of Greece and Afia. He attacked the 
flourilhing cities of Chalcedon and Byzan .. 
tium, anq eafily fubdued them during the 
panic into which they were thrown by the 
total defeat of the Athenians. He foon af-
'ter took Mitylene, and all the neighbour-
ing iflands, as well as the fea-ports of Lydia 
and Caria, fubmitted to his arms. In the 
~ean while a {quadron, commanded by Eteo-
nicus, laid waite the fhores of Macedon and 
Thrace, and met no opponent in all the Gre ... 
cian feas. In about {even months after the 
defeat of Canon and his colleagues, the fineft 
provinces of Europe and Afia became either 
the tributaries or allies of Sparta. 

BUT the main objeCt of Lyfander was the 
ronqueft of Athens. For this purpo{e his 

t · fleet 
, 
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xx. 

A VIF.W OF 

fleet prevented all fupplies from reaching (hat 
city, and every Athenian prifoner was com-

_h
1 

___ peIled, under pain of death, to return home. 

By thus kelping back all fupplies, and by 
the accumulation o( inhabitants, the Lace
d<cmo~ian commander expe[ted tha~ famine' 
would n:clucc the Athenians to furn~nder. 
NOTHl~G ca.H be conc('ivt~d more deplo

rahfe tlun the' htu:ltion and the profpecrs of 
the Athcnj,ll1'i. Agis and Paul~lJlias, the two 
kings of Sp,lrta, ,1Livanccd towards d1 e city 
\'vith all their f01YC:C;; I ,y(.\nder, with"" hun
dred ann fifty (til, hlod .. cd np their harbour. 
Surrounded Ly {C" Jlld Lll1J; \\ ithout an ar
my or a 11c..:t, an aUy or ;l ii-jend; ddlitute of 
pfo\'ilions and ref(mrces, they rcpreicnkd 
to themidvcs the crud calamities of a iiegc, 
the horrors of famine, the ruin of the re
puhlic. the deI'rrutbon of the city, and the 
unKnown, though miferable and ignominious, 
fate of Its inhabltants 1 But even then their 
anticnt i}1irit did not fodake them. They 
defended their walls and rJlllDJfts with Ul1-

" 
ab,1ted couragE', endured fatigue and hunger 
with patience, and, amidft the ravages of 
difeafe and de,lth, puni1l1cd with ieverity ~ 
citizen who propofed, th,lt they ihould capi
tulate; but when their proviiions we're almofi., 

() exhau:Cl:l'd, 
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exhauil:ed, and the famine had made dreadful C HAP. 

progrcfs, neceffity prompted them to fend de- xx. 
puties to Agis, to propofe a treaty with Spar-
.ta. Agis informed them, that' amooiTadors 
muil: be fent to the Laced~moni:ll1 capital, to 
confult the Ephori.· Tlie fickle and treache-
rous Theramenes, with nine colleagues, Were 

appointed to this office, and invefted with 
full powers. During fuur months the nego-
ciatioll was purpofely protr<:Cted, till the pro-
grefs of famine and difeafe, and tht daily dc
p0pulation of Athens, ihould compel the in
habitants to fubmit to any terms. Thera-
menes at lail returned with the ii'uits of hi'> 
embatiy. The conditions of peace were thefe, 
" That the fortifications of the Pirxus, toge-
ther with the walls that communicated with 
Athens, ihould be dcmolifhed ; that the 
Athenia115 ihould deliver up all theil {hips, 
hn::lve only excepted; that they {]]Qald aban-
don all their foreign poiTeilions, and remain 
fatisfied with their own territorit~; that they 
[hould recall the furviving members of th\.! 
ariftocracy; that they fhould enter into a 
treaty offenfive and dcfeniive vlith the Lace
d.rmonians, and in WJ.f [hould march under 
their fiandard i and laJ1Jy, t~lat their adored 

commomvealtll 
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e HAP. cdmmonwealth {hot'fld De frtbverted, and the 
xx. Odious oligarchy lrtipofed; that oligarchy which 

_. --- the Athenians had fpent fo mttch blood and 
treafure to dverturn in every city of Gteece ~ 
The period of twenty-feven years had now 
elapfed, \yhich had been marked out by fre ... 
quent oracles as the term of the Peloponnefian 
war .. and of the Athenian empire. Th-e chief 
leaders of the democracy had been cut off' by 
the ftratagems of: the oppofite party, who~ 
regardlefs of the intereft or honour cf their 
country, only thought of being fubordinate 
tyrants under the conquerors. buperfiition, 
therefore, and necefiity preffed equally on the 
feeble and difpiri'ed Athenians, and produced 
a reluCtant fubmiffion to the decifions of 
Sparta. 

ON the fame day in which; the Athenians 
had gained the celebrated viCtory at Salamis, 
they fell a viCtim to the confederacy of their 
countrymen. The walls and fortifications of 
the citYl facred to Minerva, were rafed to. 
the foundation, and, amidft every wanton and 
exulting diCplay of triumph, the tyranny of 
Athens was execrated, and her fall declared 
to be the revival of Grecian freedom. 

LYSANDER immediately changed the form 
of 
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of the Athenian government, eftablifhed thirty c It A P ... 

archons or tyrants over the city, and bribed xx. 
to their intereft three thoufand, colleCted from « 

the refufe of the people, to fpoh the more 
ficurely with the lives ~nd property of, the: 
reft. 

CHAP. 
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XXI. 

C H A·P. XXI. 

FrrJm th~' C071clujion of tbe PLLOPONNESIAtf 

WAR, to the Peace of ANT ALCIDAS. 

A T the dof::: of the Pe1oponneu1.n war, 
the Spartan empile revived on th~ ruins 

---- of the Atheni'l11, and the LaceJ~moni::lf's be-
came the leadll1g people in Greece. Lyfan .. 
der having reduc~d Samos, the lail: of the 
Atheni..ln fettlemellt::, which fubmitted to his 
armq, governed the ifiands and citieq of Ait."!. 
Minor with arbitrary and oppreffivc {way. 
He had a party ill every little fiate, with a 
Spartan 1 Iarmoftes, or governor, at their head. 
who ,"'>"ere the ready inftruments of hi& am
bitlO'l, ..lv.1i tce, or rcfentment. The contri
outj()n~. of which the Afiatic Greeks had fo 
much (vmplained, under the fl:ern dominion 
of Athens, app:::Jred no longer exorbit:Hlt un
der the U"1le1 tyranny of Sparta. Lyfander 
impoicJ on thefL exh.mfted communities the 
cnDrmoU':; tribute of a thoufand talents. 

T H 1: th,irty !u Ch011S eftablifhcd at Athens, 
{oon 
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roon {hewed ·themfelves to he the fit infl:ru- (' H A 1'. 

ments of Spartttn opprefilon and cruelty. \Vith XXI. 

il guard always attendillg them, an~ three thou-
Lmd armed men at their comm,md, they kept 
the whole city in terror and difmay. At firfr, 
the people rejoiced when they Ll\V that infor-
mers ::tIllI turbulent dunagogu.;s w~re delIVered 
over to condign punifhmcnt, without con{i~cr-
ing that this gave the bfi blow to their libertits, 
~tnd W.lS intended to introduce :l [cene of rapine 
and bloodi11ed *. Their private enemies be-
came the tidl: victims of their cruelty, on 
llretence of their being enemies to the fiate. 
Power was confidercd as a crime, bccau[e it 
might be dangerou:,; riches induced a fen-
tence of dcath OIl the poifefion., which wai 
followed by a confifc<Hion of efiatcs, which 
the thil ty tyrant~ divided amol1g themiaves. 
In ihort, iay~ Xenophon, they put more peo-
pIt: to death in eight months of peace, than 
the enemies had done in a ,\Tar of thirty 
years. 

THI:: abandoned Critias, whoie "iCCf> had 
raif¢d him to the heJ.d of this council, carried 
his oppreffion and CI udty to fueh an extrt.:me~ 
that Ther.lmenes, who, in i:lct, had been th(: 

'It XClloph. p. 4b2. SalluIt. de Bell. Catalm. cap. 5 I. 
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C HAP. author of the ufurpation. either prompted by 
XXI • virtue, or the 1uggeftions of inconiancy, re ... 

... ---- folved to demoliih the fabric which he had 
reared. He' became the protector of his 
countrymen againA the injuftice and violence 
of his colleagues; and the citizens, confider
ing his influence over the foreign troops, as 
well as the Athenians, looked up to him alone 
for deliverance from their prefent fiate of hu
miliation and difrrefs. 

CRITIAS, who knew the precarious tenure 
of his own authority; and that of -hi& col
leagues, accufed Theramenes before the fe
nate of confpiring to difturb the tranquillity 
of the frate, and to fubvert the government. 
After an able and artful accufation by Critias, 
Theramenes made his defence', which was 
managed with fuch ftrength of argument, that 
the fenatqrs, notwithfranding the prefence of . ' 
Critias and his afiociates, could not refrrain 
the murmurs of their applaufe. The fan
guinary tyrant, afraid that he might be ac .. 
quitted, introduced privately into the fenate 
armed men, who, from time to time, difcovered 
fO the eyes of the judges the points of their 
daggers. The aftonllbed and intimidated fe
nators condemned him to death. Amazed 
at this atrocious fentence. Theramenes fpr~ng 

upon 
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upon the altar o{ the f.;natc-houfe, and im
plored the iU1ifiancc of the furrounding fpec

C HAP. 

XXI. 

tators, who, in permitting his execution, he --__ 0' 

.:,-varned them, were efrahlifhi •• g a prece
dent for their own. But the terror of the 
tyrants,. and their armed aifociates 'prevented 
any exertion in his behalf: he waS torn 
from the altar by the minifters of public 
jufrice, and dragged tu execution. Of aU the 
{cnators, Socrates alone, in whore {chool he 
had ftudied philofophy, oppoled the fentcnce 
with the wifdom of a fage, and the magna
nimity of a patriot; and even when his ef
forts were un[uccefsful, exhorted the fenate 
and the people to avenge themfdves of their 
infolent oppretiora. \Vhen the hemlock was 
prcfentC'd to Theramcnes, he drank It with 
tranquillity, afld made fome atonement for 
the inconfiftencies and con tradlCl.i.on <; ill his 
life, by his fortitude in the hour of fleath. 

D:CLIVERED from the only affociate who 
v~ntured to oppofe their meafures, the Athe
nian tyrants indulged themfdves in every fpc
cies of oppreBion without refifrance or COll

trou!. Accufations, impriior.,ments, murders, 
tucceeded each other. Every one trembl~d for 
himfelf or his friends. 'fhe antient Athe
nian fpirit {eerns entirely to have drfcrtcd 

'Vo-L.II. Bb Athens,; 
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A VIEW OF 

Athens; and the l'ufilhnimolls citizem ven
tured not to utter the voice of complaint. 

... --- Socrates alone remained firm and intrepid; 
he pre[erv:d hj.3 ind:,':,endence, {ufrained his 
dignity, and diieow-[ea with boldnefs againft 
the government of the thirty. 

THI: moft conficlerable citizens of Athens, 
who retained any fentiments of freedom, at 
l.l11 reCoIved to withdraw from their native 
t:ity, now become a feene of cruelty and op
prdEon, and to i"lek an afylum in different 
p::'f ts of Greece. At the head of tbefe was 
Thrafyhulus, a perfoll of extraordimry me
rit, who beheld, "\vith the moft livelv {or-

" 
ro'.'.', the cd,lIniti~s of his country. The fa-
"age relt:lltmcnt and inhuman <..ruelty of th¢ 
Spart,ms, not yd gratified by all the fuffer
ings of the Athenians, endeavoured to de
prive the mi((>rab1c wanderers of this laft rc
luge. Th~ fellate ifi~tcd a decree prohibiting 
tIle GrcciJI1 Lities to receive the unfortunate 
fugitiycs. l\lo.fl 0: the ilates obeyed this 
crud injunction; but in fome the [acred laws 
of humanity and hOipitJ.lity prevaiicd. Ar
gos, Thebes, and lVIegarOi. opened their gates 
to the Atheni~ln exiles. The Thebans, with 
lInwonted generofity, made a decree to puniili 
every ...citizen who beheld an Athenian at-

tacked 



AN'tltNT \IISTORY. 

~atked by his enemies, without exerting his C HAP. 

utmofi efforts to afEfi him. XXI. 

By continual aEts of injuftice, rapine; and ~ 
cruelty, the thirty tyrants had renuered them
felves fo odious and dc.tefted, that nothing 
but a leader of abilities and fpirit was want-
iJilg to illake the foundations of their po"nter, 
!nd precipitate their downfall. Such a leader 
appeared in Thrafybulus; who, colleCting the 
[('attered exiles in Thebes and Megara, to the 
number of feventy, feized the f"ortrcf.., of 
Phyla, on the Athenian frontier. The ty
rants, alarmed at this enterprize, haftened, at 
the head of three thortfand men f to diflodge 
the new garrifon. But the natural ftrength 
of the place, with the uncommon violence of 
a tempefl:, aided the efforts of Thrafybulus'~ 
little army, and compelled the enemy to re .. 
turn, without fuccefs, to Athens. The gar
ri[on at Phyla, by the concourfe of Athenian 
exiles, was foon augmented to {even hundred 
men. 

ApPREHEl\ISIVE that this determined and 
daring band might attack the capital, the 
tyrants rent a detachment of caV"alry and La-
cedremonian auxiliaries to encamp near Phyla, 
as a check upon th~ garrifon; but Thrafybulus 
made a fudden and unexpeeted ,attack by 

B b 2 night 
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C HAP. night on the Laccd~monian camp, put the 
XXI. enemy to flight, and flew f hundred and 

~--- twenty men in the pUlfuit. 
ALARMtD at this defeat, the tyrants with.:. 

drew from th~ ddcl>lCelef'l city of Athens to 
Eleufis. As a plOtf of their atroCious and 
unrelenting crllelty, the very firfl: fiep they 
took was to put to death all the Eleufinians~ 
whom they 1u.l.peded of difaffecbon to their 
intercft. 

TIlT' glri'if-. J at Phyla ,"as reinf0rced by 
five hlll'cllC0 wen, r'li[ed by Lyfias the orator 
at his OW,) e"pr '!Le, in order to take venge
ance on the tyrants for the murder of hi~ 
brother, and his own expulfion from' hi. 
courtry. 

ENCO'JRAGf D by this acceffion of firength, 
Thr.lfyhulu.s rdi)]ved to march towards Athens, 
.1nd att.KI~ the Pl[,:l:US. The tyrants oppofed 
him with all th":lf forces, but were defeated 
hilus fLlpe.-ior ahilttics. The enemy, drawn 
up in d<>tp ;1l'd doL~ dllay, were obliged to 
afccnd an eminence, WhKh had been wifely 
occu pied by the general of the exiles. The 
javelins thlown from the rear could not reach 
beyond their own van; whIle, on the <.on
trary, from the ad v.l11 t.lge of the" ground, every 
wC<lpon difchalged from the army of Thra-

fybului 
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fybulus did execution. The battle was !hort C HAP. 

but de<;ifive; Critias and Hippomac:lUs, t,he xxr. 
t.wo moil fanguinary and violent of the ty~ 
r,ants, were in the number of the !lain. 

THRASYBULUS refirained th~ J.!'dour of 
his troops, and flopped ihclll fi'om pnr[uiIlg 
the fugitives. He then ordcrtd a herald to 
proclaim, with a loud voiLe, " Ath,;;nial1s, 
wherefore do you fiy from your conntrymen ? 
Weare not enemies, but fellow -citizens; we 
have ,the fame origin, country, religion, and 
laws; we have often jointly fought to defend 
our common liberty; we have declared war, 
not againft the city, but againil:: the tyrants; 
and we come not as conquerors to IOcld you 
with new chains, but as friends to avenge 
your wrongs, and aiTert your liberties." 

THIS feafollable pruc1arnation aided the ef
feCts of the viCtory to raife a genel al abhor
renee of the tyrants; who were next day de
prived of their dignity, and ten magifirates 
(one eleCted from each tribe) appointed in 
their fread. The [urviving members of the 
council of thirty, with their chief accomplices 
in guilt, fled to Eleufis. 

TH E council of ten, who now afTumed the 
government, were no [ooner invcfted with the 
badges of ~uthorlty, than they followed th~ 

B b 3 track 
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track of the thirty, adopted, in like manner, 
the Lacedremonian policy, and. equally op

#"1----- preffed their fellow-citizens. Thrafybulus; 

C HAP. 
XXI. 

who Hill k.ept poffcffion of the Pirreus, 
fir.uek terror intQ the Decemvirs; who, in . 
conjunction \yith the remains of th~ thirty, 
fent mcffcngers to Lyfancier, t:':1 implore af
fiihnce from Sparta. He foon an-ived to 
their ai1iftance, with a po\verful army and a 
[quadron of gallles, and inveil:~d the Pira;us 
by fea and land. 

NOTHING could have defeated the projeas 
of Lyfander to fubdue Athens a feeond time, 
and to extirpate the lail: roots of the demo~ 
eraey, but his own overbearing demean')uf, 
and the boundlefs rap~lcity of his dependants. 
A powerful party was formed againft him, 
and Paufanias, the moil popular of the Spar
tan pri!;.ces, fuddenly rai{ed all army, and 
marched with celerity to Athens, to thwart 
or defeat the operatio'ls of Lyfander. After 
fome ikirrnifhes, in which the army of Thra
fybulus defended the Pir.{;us with more va
lour than fuecefs, PauL'l.l1ias ,conveyed to them 
p,is favourable intcntions~ and hi3 defign to 
refiore their liberties. Thefe tidings were 
received with univerfal joy. Paufanias entered 
i~to a negociation with the fen'lte of Sparta, 

ani 
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and the Ephori, which W;.1.S traverfed hy C HAP. 

Lyfander and the ten tyrants; but notwith- XXI. 

ilanding their oppofition, fifteen commifiion-
.~rs were appointed, who, in conjq,nCtion \Nith 
the Spartan king, were empowered to fettle 
the gov.ernment, an'd fix the fecurity of 
Athens. 

F ACTIONS now ceded to Call tend with 
each other; the tyrants were degraded f.'-om 
their rank, and, amidil ti!e exu1tdtion of the 
Athenians, their bdoved democracy was re
efrabliihed. This r.:vohttion \,\,:lS as remark
able for its' clemency and gCldcncfs, as t1le 
former ufurpJtion had been for its cruelty 
and oppreilion. The tyrants, with th~ dcf
picable tools of their opprdlion, were al
lowed to retire in fafety to Eleulls, and, by the 
influence and pClfu< .. 1l011 of Thrafybulus, an 
cnthufi,lfm of generality and a fpirit of for
givenefs pervaded all orders of the people. 

THE tyrants of their country, who had fled 
to Eleuiis, might have t'hared the benefits of 
indemnity ·aIld forgivcne[s, if the confciou[
ne[s of former guilt had not involved them 
in new crimes. They agJin colleCted troops, 
and attempted to rcmfi:ate themfelves ill the 
government. But the Ul;prcpared efforts of 
ra.s,e and refelltment were of no avail; the 

B b 4 rem.unmg 
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t;. lJ A. P. remaining tyrantp ~xpi3.ted their critrie~ with 
XXI. their blood, and t~us efiablifhed the faferyand 

tra!1f1uillity of the new rep'lblic. Thtir ad
hClcnts, upE9n their fubmitTion, w-ere re~eived 
to mere v, all the exile:, were rdbored, and the 

J , 

w;l~..: :.U1d generou c; 'fhr,l1y hulllS obtain~d a de-
cree of the prople for rein!bting them in their 
formtr rank and fortunes) and fur burymg in 
perpetual oblivion the remembrance or" th,~ir 

delinquency. Thi:, law, equally prudent and 
generous, was not, however, firiCtly adhered 
to; the remembrance of injuries could not be 
totally effac('d; and many of the adherents 
of the tyrants were afterwards condemned and 
puni:hed, in viobtion of the public faith. 

THUS, in Icfs than two years after the (ub .... 
vcr1~on of th(' Athenim commonwealth by a, 

Spartan general, the [arne form of govern
ment W,'}, re-dhblifhed with new lufire by 
the :wthority and aflifiance of a Spartan king. 
10 nndu ftw4 this hifiorical phenomenon, 
it is requiiite to- rcvievv the d)...lracter and 
conduCt of LyLmder. After the f1ege and 
furrenu.:-r of Athens, he was in the zenith of 
his glory. He had the prinCIpal ihare in 
thofc cdt'bratcd engagements and victories 
which raifed Sparta to her former pre-emi
nence in Greece; ano, aifuming the confe-

quencc 
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que nee which he thought pue to his merit, C HAP. 

he began to difplay the pomp and parade of XXI. 

ilate, and to court the flattery and adoration 
MThich were conferred qn cafiern princes. 
Poets, enriched hy his b<?unty, employed their 
talents to celebrate his atchievement~; a ve-
nal tribe of flatterers continually furrOlmded 
him, who ltudied to excel one another in the 
licentious fb'ains of panegyric. He ordered 
his 0"1ll itatue to be caft in brafs. He per-
mltted the Grecian cities to ereCt altars to him 
as to a ciivinity, to offer facrifices to him, and to 
fing hymns in his honour. The Samians or-
dained, by a public decree, that the feaits {a-
cred to Juno, and which bore the name of 
that goddefs, fhould be called the Fet:!/is if 
Lyflmdu-. , 

TH1: ambition of this general was not fa
tisfied with pomp, oflcntation, and flattery; he 
had acquired a degree of power and authority, 
prohibited by the laws of Lycurgus, and of 
which there had been no example in Sparta. 
The itates and cities annexed to the dominion 
of Sparta, were governed by his dependants, 
over whom he poa~:lftd abfolute power. He 
kne'w no bounds in relenting injuries and pu
llilhing his enemies. Whoever lilcurred his 
dif pleafure was puniihed with d~ath; and, 

JD 
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C If A P. in aecompliihing his plans, whether of am-
XXI. bition or revengt:, he employed, without he-
--- fitation or remode, treachery, perjury, and 

the woril of crimes. He ma!Iacred eight 
hW1dred inhabitants of MllctUb, thowgh he' 
had [olemnly [worn to piT[crve thejr lives. 
The multitudes tlut 11(" ccw[",J to be murdertel 
in the other Litics is aLnoit incredible; for 
he h..:d not only hi: O,'Vll r ;[..:ntmen.ts to [.1-

tiate, but t:1ofe ot his friead& J."J Jepcndallt&, 
t? whcm he gdve 1.;1ilmitel~ pmver to gratify 
their malice and a'V,u "..:c) by the de:i.tru(tion of 
their enemies, and tl1::: LcniiiCat~on vI the:r 
effects. 

THI:RI: wa~ no k~llJ 0Lf'~iufricc, violence, Ot 
f;ruelty, which the people chj not itltt~l under 
th' government 0; LVlandL:r and his depn-

'-' . 
ties. Fr~qllcnt complaints were mad,,:: by the 
cities of the intolerd.ble vex.ltions and op
preffions which they endured; but he had 
found out a method to render the Laced;l:!
monians deaf to the voice of petition or re .. 
monftrance. 

BEFORE Lyfandcr returned to Sparta. after 
the reduCtion of Athens, he rent Gylippus be-. 
fore him, with the gold and {poils which he 
had amaired in the courfe of his laft campaign .. 
This wealth, befides the prefents of golden 

2 crowns 
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crowns and ornaments recei\red trom the cities, 
amounted to fifteen hundred talents iff. Gylip

3", 
C H A'P. 

xxl. 
pus converted a fifth part of this treafure to his ---, _II 

own ufe, by opening the bottom di the bags in 
which it was contained; but the treachery 
being deteCted, to avoid puniiliment, he went 
into voluntary exile. On this occafion it was 
debated in the fenate, whether it were not a 
violation of the laws of Lycurgus to admit 
gold and lilver into Sparta. Thofe who were 
attached to the antient conftitution, con4-
demned Lyfander for introc1llcing that perni-
cious metal, which had alw,lys proved the 
bane and corruption of morals; and prefented 
a il:rong remonil:rance to the E pllOri, who 
ordered it to be carried out of the city. But 
this fentencc was over-ruled by the party of 
Lyfander, who propored, a~ :1. conciliating 
meafure, that the iron money lhould be CtTl-

ployed in ordinary currency, and that the gold 
and filver fhould be depofited in the treafury, 
and applied foldy to the fervice of the frate. 

SUCH a debate, in the prefent fituation of 
Sparta, carried more of the oftentation than 
the reality of public virtue. As the La ... 
ced~monians had adopt.?d a new plan of 

" l· 337,000. 
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c ~ A P. adminifrration, a public treafqre was become 
XXI. abfolutely nece!fary.. It was impoffible to 

fupport a :fleet, or carryon oifenfive war, 
without a revenue. Hence they applied fo.. 
frequently to the P~rfian viceroys and go: 
"ernors for money. As the lituation of 
the republic had eh.mgc 1, it ,\ ,,\ requi1ite 
that its Lufiom& i110uld :11fo chan'Jc. A law 
pafitd, prohlbit;ng private r~rl~;'& fio~n !'e
ceiving thjs new ('oln, as if mdivIduals could 
Ipng negleCt wl1.lt furmed the ilrcngth and 
iinews of the {htc, or laws pn.:vcnt money 
fi·om pcnetratilJ g in to houfes \Iv here avarice 
had gone before. LyfJndeL"s WLdlth did not 
n.main. in the trcafUI). 1:} the il1fiuence of 
this fecret but pU\lelful p"f1"Jader, he foupd 
means to defel~d bmfdi ilb(lmit the com
plaints and alc1l':ltion!:> of dddJ.h,J cities and 
plundered provinct.::.. 

THE prohibition of the precious metals 
had the ufual eft~a in rendering th.?m more 
eagerly and pafiionatc1y coveted. Scnfible to 
the attractions of golJ and lilvcr, the Laced<E
monians employed the mofl: unjdf1: and vio
lent means to obtain them; avarice and cor
ruption being late introduced, made the more 
rapid advances; and the. Spartan governors 
impofed e;x:aCtions and tributes on the de-

pendent 
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pendent ftates., more arbitrary and oppreffive C Ii A. P. 

than either the Athenians or Perfians. xn. 
BUT although the arm of Spartan alltho

.rity was feeble, and flow to pUflifh offences 
when the accufcrs were in the rank of fub
jeas 01' dependents, it acquired new nerves 
and finews when a pedi)Il of rank and dig
nity johcited its eXCl tion. Ph'lrnabazus~ one 
of the governors of Lo\\ cr Ali.a, harailed by 
the perpetual ravages committerl in his pro
vinces bv the r::uaciolls Ly[mder, Cent Jepu-. , . 
ties to Sparta to (()lTIplain of hi:; condua. 
He W2S immcdi itely fl'Cllled by the Ephori. 
He was a frol11li1l '1 ,.t '.he ord, r, bllt obeyed, 
.and endeavoured to ddi_nd his conduct before 
the fenate. He wa, neither conJemned nor 
acquitted. ALcufl:omed to command at the 
head of ~rmics, and to enjoy t~J~ fecondary 
attributes .:nd prerogatives of fovereignty .in 
Afia, he c01l1d not endure this haniihment t(J 

his nati\'e country, nor dcfcend to the .fim
plicity of private life. He therefore foIicited 
the permiffion of the Ephori, to make a jour
ney to the temple of Jupiter Hammon to dif
charge avow. 

AFTER his departure, the kings, fenate, 
and E phori, confidering that he held the 
cities in dependence by means 9f his own 

partizans, 
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ellA p. partizans, whom he had raifed to be magif~ 
XXI. trates and governors. and that, by blending the 

.... --- ariftocratical authority with th2..t of his O\VI'l 

creatures, he had become, in fome mcafure,lord· 
and mafter of Green", rciolved to .dellroy this 
fyaem of tyranny, by re-eilablifhing demo
cracy in the Greci<"ll frates. Hence the ef
forts of Paufania:; to rei10rc Athens to its li-. 
berty, in oppofition to the plots of Lyfander .. 
Of fuch cafual incIdents, the code of Athenian 
a.nd Spartan policy i< compofed; of fpch un
connctred links thl.: chain of their hiftory 
con iifi s. 

THE foncluding y~ar of the Pe1oponnelian 
war t~minated the profperous reign of Da
rius Nothus. He appointed Arfaces, hIs e1deft 
{on, to be his fu(.ceflor; who, upon afcending 
'the throne, afTumed the name of Artaxerxe&. 
from his great memory. Cyrus, his younger 
brother,. was then at COUl t, and, as he was 
the peculiar favounte of his mother, fhe em
ployed aU her influence over her huiband to 

'Obtain the kingdom for her younger fon. 
This produced a rivaHhip betw~en the two 
princes, which naturally ended in jealoufy 
and hatred. The cbim of Cyrus to the throne 
w.as not WIthout authority and precedent in 
the Perfian hiftory,; .for, 'though he was the 

fecond 
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fecond fon of Darius, yet, being born after C If A P; 

his acceffion to the throne, he was the eldeR: xrI. 
fon of the king. This diftinfrion had in- • 
duced the firfi Darius to bequeath his crown 
to Xerxes, in preference- to his elder brother 
Artdbaz'anes. 

AR T AXERXf,S fucceeded to the throne ac
cording to the appuintment of his father, and 
ret out from his capital for the city of Pafar-
2;ades to be crowned, according to cnfiom, by 
the priefts of Pedia. Cyrus, whofe dangrfOus 
ambition WdS inflamed by that of his mother, 
(ouId }'10t behold the [u:pter, which he claim
ed a~' his right, tfan"ferH d into the Jlands of 
~ul(,therj and cbl1crived the criminal delign of 
aiT1i1in:1tillg hi.; rrother m the temple, while 
Jv· Vh1S aifumll1g the '"obe of Cyrus, previous 
to the coronation '*. His intentiol1 bPing dif
covered, he was feized and condemned to 
death. His mother Paryfatis, who doated on 
hIm to diftrauion, interceded for his pardon 
with f11rieks and lamentations. Arta.;{erxes, 
who was a generous and merciful prince; 
ridded to the prayers and tears of his mo
ther, forgave the wild ambition ef Cyrus, but 

• Phlw. in ArtlUCerx:. 

rent 
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(: HAP. rent him to his government in Alia" where he 
XXI. had been appointed hereditary fatl"ap by the 

will of his father. 
No foontr had he arrived at Sardis than he 

bent aU his thought~ to revenge the fuppof~d 
affront he had received from h.5 brQther, and 
to expel him from the throne.' 1\11 the ta
lents which he had received from nature, and 

r 

improved by art, were exert..:-d by him to for-
ward this ungr:1teful and unnatural attempt. 
Whoever came from the court of S1. fa found 
a welcome rcception at Sardis; and every 
artifice was put in practice to attach them to 
the fidc of Cyrus. Be gained the affections, 
or fecured the obedience of his Afiatic fub
jects, who, though inferiur to the C rc-:::ks, 
excelled the effeminate troops of Upper Aiia 
both in val~ur and military ikill; but l!i~ 

chief confidence was in his Grecian forces, 
particularly in the afilftance of Sparta. The 
maritime iltuation of hi,' provinces conneCted 
him with the Greek flates, whofe favour he 
was folicitous to gain; and, as he had raifed 
the Laceda:monians to their prefent fuperi
ority in Greece, he had every thmg to expeCt 
from their gratitude. Nor was he deceived in 
his expeB:ations. He was allowed to recruit 
his army with the heft 101diers of Peiopon-

nefus ;. 
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nefus; and, with the affiftaftce of Clearchus 
the Spartan, he augmented his anny with 

C HAP. 

XXJ. 

thirteen thoufand Greeks. In order to dif- ____ '0 

guife his policy, and draw a V\:il over his 
t~eafon, he enticed the ~ities under the go-
vernment of Tiffapherl!es, to revolt from his 
a\lthority, and- transfer their allegiance to 
himfelf. He then aifcmbled his troops op,en-
Iy, under the pretence. of arming againft 
that governor, and filled the ear of his bro-
ther with complaints againft Tiilaphernes. 
That generous and humane, but weak and 
credulous prince, believed the reprcfentation of 
Cyrus, and wab lulled into his ufual fecurity. 

THI: friends .of Cyrus at the Perfian court, 
by diirerr.inating rumours and opinions, en
deavoured ro prepare the minds of the people 
fer the intended revolution. Thf!y hinted, 
that the vaft dominions of Perfia required a 
prince of abilities, valour, :Jnd aCtivity; a king 
magnificent, brave, and generous; who, fired 
with a noble ambition, would emulate his 
anceilors, by extending the boundaries, or 
augmt"nting the glory of the empire which 
\Va'> founded by the gteat Cyrus. 

THE formidable prepar~l.t:Dlls of this afpir
ing prince, diJ not efcape the vigilan t eye of 
Alcibiades. -This fingular man, whofe hjfiory 

VOLr II. C e now 
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C HAP. now draws near to a conc1ufion, thyn reCtJed 

• 
XXI. at Grynium, a Phrygian town under the pro-

teCtion of Pharnabafus. Ambitious of conci:
liating the !favour of the Perfian monarch, 
he defired a guard from Pharnabafus to efcort 
him with fafety to Sufa, that he might ap
prife Artaxerxes of the meditated rebellion. 
At this very time the Athenians, groaning 
und~r the cruel government of the Thirty, 
propofed to recal A1cibiades to his native 
country, and appoint him their leader againft 
the tyrants. The reputation of this active 
and fuccefsful comm,:mder was frill fo formi
dable, that Lyfander informed Pharnabafus 
the death of Akibiades wa~. equally necef
fary to Perfia and the Spartans. The fa
trap, who wiihed that the Athenian fuould 
not have the merit of difcovering the treach
ery of Cyrus, paid immediate attention to 
this fanguinary counfeI. A troop of af
faHius was fent to feize him; but were fo 
intimidated by the terror of his name, that 
they duril .9ot attack him by open force. In 
the darknefs of the night, they furrounded 
his houfe, to which they fet fire. Alarm(;jd 
by the noi1l:. Alcibiades drew his f word, and 
rulhed through the flJ.mes, followed by the 
affeCtionate Timandra. His cowardly exe .. 

cutiQners 
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CHAP .. 

XXI. 

clltioners retired from his prefence, but, dif
cha.rgin~ their darts at a dift-ance, he fell, co
vered with wounds. No outrage was offered ---
to Timandra; {he WAS even ptrmitted to be-
ftow the laft duties on t!le remains of her il-
lufrrioua and unfortunate friend. Thus fell 
Alcibiades, who had fo frequently embroiled 
the affairs of Europe and Alia, whofe contra-
dittory life had been almoft equally beneficial 
and pernicious, honourable and ignominiom~ 
to himfe1f and his country. 

CYR us completed his army without inter
ruption or moleftation; and, 111 the beginning 
of the fourth century before the Chriftian 
ua, began his. march from Ionia to Upper 
Afia, at the head of thirteen thouf,md Greeks, 
and a hundred thoufmd Aiiatics. 

CLEARCHUS, the L:lcedremonian~ com
manded all the Pelaponneiian troop", except 
the Achreans, who had Socrates for their 
leader. The Theffalians were condutted by 
l\Ilenon, and the Bceotians by Proxenes the 
Theban, who introduced Xenophon to the 
fervice of Cyru3. Their fl.e~t, coniifting of 
fixty veffels, was commanded by Samius, who 
was appointed fucceffor to Lyfander in the 
government of the Ionian coail:. It was or-

e c 2 dered 
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dercd to keep near the iliore, and co-operate 
wit~1 the land army. 

Cy R us, apprehenfive that the boldnefs of 
his enterpri~, and the lehgth as well as dan
O"ers of the march, would intimidate the Gre-
o 

cian officers, as well as {oldiers, had im?arted 
his defign only to Clearchus. The troops knew 
not into what countries they ,vere going to 

• 
march, nor with what enemies they were to 
engage. Cyrus had only cauied it to be 
giV<..l1 out to the arn,y, that they wer~ to act 
againfr the Pifidians, who had infdled Ionia 
by their incur1ions. 

TISSAPHERNES, at laft acquainted with th~ 
real intentions of Cyrus, and the object of 
l1i& expedition, pofted to the court of !:>ufc:, 
and ili{cwned Artaxerxes of the danger with 
\\ hich he was threatened. In confequencc 
of thi:; informatiOn, that monarch affembled 
a rtumerous army, and prepared to reGB: hi~ 

rebelliom brother. 
HAVING at kngth fet Ol~t flom Sardis, 

Cyrus ad\';, r.ced \'~ ith rapid m.:r:...hes toward~ 

the upper ;I!o"inccs of ALa; p"jTed through 
Lydia, Pl1fygia, Cappadocia, and the high 
gronnd~ of CilIcia; croired the river Euphra~ 
tcS at Thal'Clc~l,); and, having traverfed the 

deftrt, 
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defert, reached the confinc::s of Chaldea. Af- C HAP. 

ter having patff"d, not without oppofition, the ... XXI. 

narrow defile of-Cilicia, he arrived at TarJus . 
. Here the Grecian troops refuted to continue 
their march. As the l!iefigll of advancing to 
Babylon, and making \-var againfl: the Periian 
king had never been communicated to them, 
they complained with loud cbmours of the de
ceit, accnfcd their generals of trc::1.chery, and 
even infulted the dignity of Cyru<;. It re
qlnred all the addrefs and infinuation of 
Clearchus to quell this commotion. He pub
licly efpoufed the caufe of the foldiers, affetl:
ed to fymp4lthize with all their grievance~, 
and to approve their meafures for redrefs and 
re1if·f. He openly declared, that he confidcred 
his interefl: as infep.lrablc from theirs, <l:1U ad
vifed them to fend deputies to treat 'v'lith the 
prince, tll.lt he might either, hy granting th~ 
demands of th~ Greeks, induce them to fol
low him, or pamit them to return home. 
The tumult VI1S thus appeafed, and an dif
ferences adj llj~d, by adding half a daric to 
their monthly pay. 

LEAVING Tarfus, the army continud 
their march to IITus, the !aft town of Cili(id. 
on the borders of Syria. T"vo fortrdTcs, 
called the gates of Syria and Cilicj,1, di.fendcd 

C c 3 this 
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CRA"P. this narrow pafs qetween the, mountain and 
X'XI. the fea The Lacedremonian fleet, com

manded by Pythagoras the Spartan, who 
had [ucceeded Samius, prepared to land the 
Greeks beyond the' Syrian wJrks, fo that 
their fortifications mufi: have been a1I'lulted 
on both fides; but the commander, Abra
Carrl.'1.S, abandoned his forts and :fled. After 
this feeble oppofition, Cyrm, proceeded un
molefted to the banks of the Euphrates. That 
river at 'I hapfacus extends in breadth to more 
than half a mile, but is remarkably fhallow, 
efpecially in autumn> which W.1S the feafon 
when Cyrut; and his army forded it. This 
afforJed an opportunity for A1iatic flattery to 
the inhabitants of Thapf.1.eus, who ferupled 
not to declare to the prince, that the Eu
phrates knew and fubmitted to its fove
reign *. 

PlAvING paired the Euphrates, Cyrus 
contmued his route through Mefopotamia; 
and having eroired the defert in feventeen 
days, arrived at the fertile and opulent plains 
of Babylon. After a march of five days, he 
came to a ditch five fathoms broad and three 
deep, extending twelve le:lgues in length from 

• Xenoph. 253. Xen. p. 2.63, &c. 

the 
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the Euphrates to the wall of Media. Be- C HAP 
/ . 

tween the Euphrates and the,.,ditch, was a XXII 

road twenty feet broad, by which, as it 
was left unguarded and unpro'.eC1:ed, Cyrus 
pafTed with his whole. army. From the 
neglect.of the Pedian monarch to difpute this 
pars, it was generally believed that he had laid 
afide the defign of riiking a battle. Confid-
ing in this conjecture, the troops of Cyrus 110 

longer obferved any order of march, depofited 
their arms in the waggons, and proceeded 
negligently along, as if they had no enemy to 
encounter. But when they arrived at the 
plain of Cynaxa, a day's journey from Baby-
lon, a confidential friend of Cyrus rode up 
to them with full fpeed, and called doud in 
the Perflan language, that the king was at 
hand with a great army. 

CYRUS, leap;ng from his car, in v;hich he 
rode carelefsly in the van, put on his annour, 
mounted his horfe, and prepared his troops 
for engaging. He was obeyed with alacrity; 
and the army [0011 advanced in ord~r of battle. 
A little paft noon-day, a thick cloud of dutl 
announced the ~pproach of the royal hoit. 
The army of Artaxerxes was commanded by 
TifTa,phernts, Gobrias, and Arbaces. In the 
front were a hundred and fifty chariots, 

C c 4 armed 
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C H A,P. armed with fcythcs. The cavalry, under the 
~XI. command of Jii)aphernes, ~ere di:l1:inguithed 

by \"hite cori~-ets; the Perlians by bucklers 
made uf Vvick~ri and the Egyptians by wooden 
:fhie1ds, which covered their whole body. 

THESE formed the principal ftrength of 
the regal army; the reft confiffed of a multi
ttlde without diicipline, and a1mofr without 
arms. Cyrus gave orders to Clearchus to at
tlck the centre of the enemy, where, ac
cording to the Periian cufi.om, the king had 
taken his i1:ation, furrounded by the flower of 
his army, affllfing him th,1t viCtory would in
evitably follow the defeat of that body; but 
Clearchu'l, from a fear of being furrounded by 
the Per:1J.ns, who, from their numbers, greatly 
outflanked h~m, difobeyed the orcier&, and kept 
his poft nc;;.r to the Euphrates. To this, and 
the blilld impetuofity of Cyrus, muft be af
cribed the defeat which cnfued. 

VVHI:N the armie& were within four hun
dred paces ()f each other, the Greeks began 
to fing their facrcd p,{;ans) intermixtd w1th 
the m.1ftiJ.l 1(,und of their fpears againft their 
brazen badders. Then moving at Qn",e, they 
fprung forwards upon the enemy, who t1ed 
with precipitation. \Vhile the Greeks were 
Qccupied in the purfuit) Artaxerxes com-, 

mauJc:,~ 
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manded his centre to wheel to the left, to at-
tack the rear of' the enemy.... \yrus at thi"s " 
moment rode with cagernefs and impatience -_ ........ J; 

XXt .. ' 

to meet him at the head of fix hu;}dred horfe. 
H~ threw the guards of. the king, confifting 
of fix thoufand cavalry, into confufion, and 
killed Artagerfes, their leader, with his own 
hand. vVhen he difcovered his brother amidft 
the ranks, his eyes fparkled with rage. R~1h-
ing forward with the inftinc:tive ftlry of re-

venge, he cried out, " I fee him," and open-
mg a way through the attendants, aimed a 
javelin at the king. which killed his horfe, 
and brought him to the ground. Artaxerxes 
having mounted another fteed, Cyrus aimrd 
a feLCnd dart, and vlOundcd him in the brca!t; 
but his eab('-::rncf~ for revem."C rcnJernl 111m. u 

inattt.ntive to hi~ O\vn prete I v;1tion. H~ 

was overwhelmed by a [hower of dart'; d..:r
ing the furious confliB: bet\vecn the kifla's 

b 

.It:endants and his own; eight of his confi-
dential friends having fallen round the dead 
body of their lord. 

AR T AXERXES, having cau[ed the head and 
right hand of Cyrus to be {truck oit: pur[ued 
the enemy into their c1mp. An~us, 'tvho 
commanded the forces' of Lo"rer A[a, led 
the~n off in dejeCtion and defp3.ir for the IOLe; 

, of 
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C HAP. of their prince; nor did they fiop at their 
• XXI. camp, but c;>ntinued their flight to the place 

• where the army had encamped th~ day be ... 
fore, at the :jiftanc~ of four leagues. 

MEANWHILE Clearchus had defeated the 
left wing of the enemy, and purfued the fu
gitives to the diilance of three miles from the 
field of battle. Upon his return, he found 
that the Perfians were in poffeffion of the 
camp, and perceived, that fatiated with plun
der, they advanced to attack his rear. Ap
prehenfi ve of .being furrounded on all fides, 
he wheeled about, and halted with the river in 
his rear. The remainder of the day was fpent 
without any decifive aCtion, the Perfians c.on
:A:antly retiring with precipitation from the 
charge of the Greeks. Clearchus at laft re
turned to his camp, which he found plunder
ed by the enemy, and all the provifions either 
car-ried off or deftroyed. 

NEXT morning ~e prepared to decamp, 
when meifengers arrived from Arireus, in
forming him that Cyrus was flain; that the 
new general, with the Afiatic troops. would 
wait for that day, and no longer, in their 
camp; for the junction of the Greeks, tn .. 

tending on the next to march for Ionia. 
CLEARCHUS replied, "We lament the 

death 
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death of Cyrus; but acquaint Aric:eus that .we c n A ~. 
have compelled the king and his-army to fly XXT. 

before us, and a1fure him, that if he will join ----
. his forces with ours, we will place him on 
the Perfian throne." 

ARTAxERxEs, on the other hand, Bullied 
with what he efieemed a complete victory, 
fent heralds to the Greeks, commanding them 
to deliver up their arm~. "Let him come 
and take them," replied an unknown voice 
from the midO: of a multitude, which heard 
the demand with indignation. "It is bettec 
to die, than to furrender our arms," [aid ano
ther intrepid Greek. Xenophon delivered the 
following anfwer: ., All we now have are 
our arms and our valour; while we have 
courage and our f words we are free; we are 
naves as [oon as we lay down our arms. Ex
peB: not therefore, that we thall throwaway 
our fole advantage; but be affured, on' the 
contrary, that, confiding in our arms and our 
valour, we will difpute with you all your 
boafted advantages." Clearchus added, " That 
if the Great King would receive them into 
the number of his allies, they would ferve 
him with fidelity and valour; but if he ima
gined to reduce them to ild.very, he {bould 
find tha~ they had the means of defence in 

their 
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C HAP. their hanqs, and 'were deteul1ined that the 
XXI. fame moment thould put an end to their li

berty and their lives." After this unfucce!f
ful attemp~ the heralds returned to the Per .. 
fian camp. 

ARllEUS replied to the Grecian,deputies, 
" That there were many PerilaT'S 'of greater 
confideration than himfdf, who would never 
permit him: to aicend the thronc; that he 1110uld 
certainly fet out next morning cn his return 
to Ionia; and that, if they intended to mar(,h 
along with him, they illOuld join him in the 
night." This propofal was adopted; the 
army marched in order of battle, and atrived 
at midnight in the camp of Arireus. Th(' 
Grecian and Afiatic commander!' entered into 
a treaty, and bound themfelves by oaths to 
mutual fiddity and attachment. They con
firmed thIs engagement by a [olemn {au-mee, 
thl!: Greeks dipping their fwords, aild the 
Afiatics the point of their javelins in the 
blood of the victims. After con [ultin P' 011 

. 0 

their intended march, it \'"as determintd to 
alter their route; and, jnftead of returning by 
the defert, where they h"d fOfll1lrly marched 
{eve11teen days amicit! a b3.rren wild, that they 
thould direct their ('ourfe' to",ards the north, 
where they would find provifions in abun-

dance, 
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dance, and cro[s the grl!at -rivers nearer their c 11 A !. 

[ouree. XXI. 

ART AXERXES was, or pretended to be, [0 

.delighted with the courage al)d magnanimity 
of the GreCh-5, that he fel1t heralds to them the 
following day, with conciliatory propolitions. 
Soon after Tifiaphernes paid them a vifit, to 
acquaint them with the clemency of the k,ing, 
who, compaffionating their fituation, and fore
feeing the dangers to which they were about 
to expofe themfelves, had given him per
miffion to conduct them b~c~ to their own 
country. Clearchus replied, that the Greeks 
v;rcre led mto Pedia by Cyrus, without be
ing acquainted .with his intentions; that by 
hi~ de.lth their eng:lgLrne.lts with him were 
at all end; tllat they had undertaken this 
expedItion without any view 0' making 
war againft the Periian long; and that all 
they dtfired was a iJ.fe paffage to Gref!ce. 
Tilfaphernes having der:u ted to report their 
anfwer, returned. on the third d.1Y to in
form them, that the king was pleafed with 
their declarations, and would favour their' 
return; that as he himfelf was [oon to fet 
out for his province, he would accompany 
them in their journey, and fupply them with 
provifions, on condition that they committed 

3 no 
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C HAP. no diforders on dteir. march. Thefe 'condi .. 
XXI. tions were fworn to on both fides,' and Tif

faphernes withdrew to fettle his affairs, pre
vious to his. departure for Lower Afia. 

DURING the abfence of Tlifaphernes. which 
continued for twenty days, the Per1ii~lns had 
fun opportunity of attempting the fidelity of 
Ari:Eus and his officers. His kinftnen and , 

'brothers warmly {olicited his return to the 
allegiance which he owed to his natural fo
vereign, with full afrurances of entIre obli
vion with regard to the paft, and promifes of 
future favours. Henceforth the affections of 
Ari::eus appear to have been entirely alienated 
from his Grecian allies; and a vifible cr,ol
nefs and diftruft prevailed between the two 
armIes. 

ON the return of Tiifaphernes, they all fet 
fonvard under the condud of that L1.trap, who, 
acC'Vrding to his engagement, fupplied the 
Greeks with provifions; but Ari::eus and his 
troops no longer encamped. with the Greeks, 
but with the forces of Tiifaphernes. Yet, 
thotlgh the armies were mutually fufpicious, 
for three weeks there were no open hofrilities, 
except fome inconfiderable fkirmiihes between 
~ parties rent out to provide wood or forage. 

After 
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After having traverfed the~deferts of Media, 
they arrived at Ccena:, a rich and pt>pulous 
city, and thence to the river Zabates, which, 
. flowing weftward from the Me,~ian moun
tains, pours its waters into the Tigris. 

THE pccafions of dift;uft and averfion in
cre~fing every day between the Greeks and 
Perfians, Clearchus propofed a mutual confe
rence between the commanders, in order to re
move every ground of fufpicion or complaint, 
and bring matters to an amicable explanation. 
A motion fo acceptable to both parties, though 
from very different motives, was readily carried 
into execution. The five generals, and twenty 
captains, went, to the quarters of the Per
fian commander; two hundred foldiers fol
lowed. under the pretext of buying provifions. 
in the Perfian camp. Clearchus, with his 
four colleagues, Menon, Proxenu~, Agias, and 
Socrates, were conducted into the ten~ of 
Tiffaphernes; the captains were not perrn,it
ted to enter. The darkefi: fufpicions were now 
entertained, and a filent interval of terror took 
place. On a lignal given, thofe within the tent 
were feized, and thofe without were put to 
the {word; while a party of Perfian horfe cut 
to pieces the Greeks who had followed their 

officers. 

C HAP. 
XXI. ----
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e HAP. officers. The five generals were fent to the 

XXI. Great Xing, who ordered them to be be
headed. 

• TH£ afioniihment and confternation of the 
Greeks at this tragic cataftrophe, foon gave 
place to the horrors of their own iituation. 
They were twelve hundred miles diftant from 
their native country; they wl;re furrounded 

• J 

by the dreary dderts, f1:cep mountains, and 
dangerous flvers of ~m unknown and hoftile 
country; they , ... ere txpof~d to famme, de
predation, and the treachery of their Peril an 
allies; ::md they v.Tere without a guide to CO.l

ducl: them through the mu~titude of dangers 
that oppofed their progre[~. 

IN thi" g,-'l1cr.l d"fponJency, Xenophon, 
who had hithc..rto ferved in an infenor fration, 
difplayed an uncommon fpillt of enterprize 
and energy of mind. AiTembling the cap
taioo bdonging to the dlvillon of his friend 
Proxenm, he repreftntcd to them that their 
valour was now their fole refource; that 
however {mall their number, they might ren
der themfelves formidahle by their refolution 
and their fortitude; that the treachery of 
their enemie& 'was the frrongefr proof of their 
timidity, of their dread of Grecian valour, 

that 
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that it would draw down upon them.the ven
geance of heaven, and enable the Greeks to 

CH AP. 
XXI. 

batHe their numbers and their perfidy. ---... 
THE magnanimous emotions uf Xenophon, 

roufed the defponding fpirits of his friends; 
and a council of the principal officers, to the 
number of a hundred, was fummoned. In 
this council, Xenophon warmly exhorted them 
to break off from the iniidious alliance of the 
impious Ari~us and Tiffaphernes, and to ex
pett: fucceis from their virtue, valour, and the 
protection of the gods. 

HE advifed them to appoint new offieers 
in the room of their late commanders; to 
burn their fuperfluous baggage; to begin their 
march with all expedition towards the fources 
of the Tiglis and Euphrates; and to advance 
in the form of a hollow fquare, that they 
might be prepared on every fide to refill: the. 
enemy. The approbation of Cheirifo£1hus 
the Spartan, gave weight to the counfels of 
Xenophon; his propofals were unanimoufly 
approved of, and carried into immediate exe
cution. 

THIS retreat of the ten thoufand Greeks to 
their native country, has been celebrated by 
judges in the art of war, as one of the beft 
conduCted exploits to be found in antient hif .. 
tory. I t is recorded QY Xenophon himfelf 
V~aJL Dd ~~ 
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with -an eloquent fimplicity, much beallty of 
defcriptioD7 and a profound knowledge of the 

... --- military art; but as it forms an epifode in 
the hifl:ory of Greece, rather than a part of it, 
I mull: refer the reader to his elegant and in
genious production. 

SUCH WJ.S the cataftrophe of an audacious 
and rriminal enterprife, fuggefted by extra
vag:lnt ambition, and violent revenge. Xeno
phon has given us a highly-finiLhed piCture 
of the younger Cyrus. According to his ac
€ount, he furpalTed his cotemporarie') in bo
dily excrcift,s, and exterior accomplilhments. 
When he was appointed fatrap of Lydia, in
ftead of oppreffing his fubjeCts by extortion 
and rapacity, he preferred the intert>fi of the 
provinces to his own; alleviated the load of 
taxes in order to encourage induftry; fet an 
example of rural labour with his own hands, 
andOintroduced a regula.rity of police, never 
bt"fore known in the Afiatic peninfula. By his 
integrity in performing promifes, and fulfilling 
engagements; by his generofity in reward
ing merit, and be£towing favours, he conci
liated affection to his perfon, as well as re
fpeer to his au.thority. By his character and 
conduCt he gained the attachment both of the 
Greeks and Afiatics; and there have been 

( 

few prin~s whom their people were more 
afraid 
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{lfraid to offend, or for whofe fake they were 
more ready to facrifice their fortunes and their 
lives. __ ... 1 ..... ' 

BUT in this favourable p0rtfdit, Xenophon 
has omitted to mark tho dark {hades hy which 
it was ·disfigured and difgraced. An ambi
tion which was ready to facrifice every thing 
to its own gratification, and to wade through 
blood to a throne; rebellion agaillft his bro
ther and his fovereign, who had fpared his 
life when it was forfeited to juftice and the 
laws; and the horrors of a civil war, in which 
he plunged the countries over which he pro
pofed to reign, reflect an indelible ftaln on 
the memory of Cyrus, and, though not un
common in the annals of Afia, ought not to 
have been paiTed over without ccnfure by a 
philofophical hiftorian. A letter which Cy
rus wrote to the Spartan fenate when he fo
licited their affifiance, conveys fome traits of 
his real charaCter. There he boafis that his 
heart was more noble than that of his rival, 
that he was better infiruCted in religion and 
philofophy, and that he could drink more wine 
without being intoxicated. 

THE cities of Lefler Aha, that had efpoufed 
the caufe of Cyrus, apprehending the refent ... 
ment of Tiliaphernes, applied to the Lace .. 
dremonians for their protection. and affift ... 

D d a anc,:c. 
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C HAP. ance *. The fuccdsful retrea-t of the tell thou ... 
XXI. {and had ]eiTem'd the character of the Perfi<tn 

monarch, and infpired through all Greece an 
enthufiafm for martial atchievements and mi
litary glory. Accordjngly, Sparta armed at 
once to defend the liberty of the Afiatir. flates, 
and declared 'har againil: Tiiiaphernes and 
Pharnabafus. They immediately levied a bo
dj ot five thoufand Pe1oponneficll1 troops, and 
obtained three;: hundred hode from the Athe
nians. Thimbron, the Spartan, was appoint
ed to the command of thefe forces, and had 
ordt:rs to oiter employment to the Greeks 
'\vho had returned from the expedition of Cy
rus, and who, tired out by the p.erfidy of Seu
thes, a Thracian prince, quitted his fervic 
and joined the Lacedc£monian army with fix 
thoufand men, the remains of thofe hardy ve
terans who had experienced every fpecies of 
diftl\t(s, had feen danger in every form, and 
hold returned unconquered by all the powers 
Df the Great King. 

STRLNGTHENED by fuch a powerful rein .. 
forcement, Thimbron commenced hoftilities
with confiderable fuccefs, and gained po.tfef
bon of Perglmus, Teuthrania, Myrina, Cyme~ 
and GryuiuIn; but was repulfed at Lariffa. 

THE licwtious and feditious fpirit of troops~ 

4l X .. '1oph. Hellen. p. 479, &c. 

collected 
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colleded from different and hoftile commu- C HAP .. 

nities, rf!ndered them, during the intervals of XXI! 

war, formidablt: to each other, and to the ci-
ties they were appolllteJ to prDteC1:. They 
even plundered the I-~'r njfll ies of the Lacedre
monian.alhes, who compLj,:d I') the fenate; 
and, in con{cquence of this compl a:<l) Thim .. 
bron \-vas recalled. The con.mand ,.- 1 , ,on-
ferred on Dercyllidas, ceh::br0ted for his~ fer-
tility in re{ources, and his ingenuity ia in-
venting and improving machines 0f W,lf. By 
joining the talents of an engineer to the abi-
lities of a general, he Coon became mafic!" of 
Larilfa; and, in the [lX\CC of a week, became 

• 
mafier of eight other cities in the province of 
Pharnaba{us. 

I N th~ (pring, the Laceda.'t11onians. rent 
commiffioners to mfp .... Ct the affairs of Aha, 
and to continue, for another year, the ~utho
rity of Dercyllidas, if they approved of- his 
conduC1:. The commiffioncrs, finding that the 
conduCt of Dercyllidas was in every refpeCt ir .. 
reproachable and meritorious, that he was po
pular in the army, and that the cities of lEdis 
and Ionia flouriilied under his adminiftration, 
confirmed him in his command. 

THE Spartan deputies, before their depar
ture, {olicited the protcttion of Dercyllidas to 
t.ke inhabitants of the Thradan Cherfonefus, 

D d 3 whCla 
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who were infefted by the 1}arbarous tribes 
that ';occupied the adjacent regions. Highly 

... ,--, ,- favoured by nature, the Cherfone{us was cul~ 
tivated.by an ,~nduftrious people; it was there
fore rich and populo~s, but eXRofed, by the 
neck of land which connected it with Thrace, 
to the irruptions and depredations of the 
barbarians. Dercyllidas employed the labour 
of his foldiers to ihut up the ifthmus, and built 
a {hong wall, which fecured the dties in the 
Cher1c.mefus froIP. the predatory inroads of 
the Thracians. 

THE Spartans, now confidering themfelves 
as the protectors and fovereign s of Greece, 
zealouily employed every opportunity of af
ferting their fuperiority, and difplaying their 
infl~encc. Offended with the Eleans, they 
refolved to make them {hiking examplee of 
their vengeance. In the courfe of the Pelo
pOI1nefian war, they had not only deferted the 
alliance of Sparta, but, with the Mantineans 
and Argives, had taken arms againfr that re
public, excluded the Spartans from confulting 
the orade, or difputing the prizes at the 
Olympic games, and even prevented Agis, their 
king, from facrificing in the temple of Jupiter 
Olympius. That monarch was appointed 
to inflict the vengeance of Sparta on th(" 

devoted 
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devoted Eleans: Admoniilied by repeated ~ a .ti. P. 

ihocks of an earthquake, he refrained, for a XXI • 

.year, from ravaging the facred territories,; but 
having appeafed the wrath of 4cav~n, as he 
imagined, by prayers and facrifices, he laid 
wafte the country duri~lg the two following 
fummers, plundered the vlllages, {poiled the 
facred' edifices of their ornarnentb, and re .. 
duced to rums many C!f the porticos ana' tern ... 
pIes whj.ch adorned the city Olympia. 

AFTER the Sparta.ns had plundered and 
laid wafie the territory of Ells, they vouchfafed 
to fufpend their ravages, and o£fen~d peace, on 
condition that the Elean~ relinquiihcd their 
authority over the villages originally mdepen
dent, and accepted of the form of government 
which they ihould impofe elI:. 

AG I S fell 1ick in hIs return from this ex ... 
peditlOn, and died [oon aftel lw} arrival at 
Sparta. He acknowledged on hIS dCJ.t~-berll' 
the legitimacy of his fon Lcotychides; but a. 
death-bed acknowledgment of a fon, whom 
he had formerly difowned, was.tar from fa
tisfaCtory to the party' of Agefilam, the bro
ther of Agi", and failing Leotyc.hidcs, the heir 
to the crown. The diminutIve ftature and 

• X~noph Hellen. lib. iii. cap. 4. 

lamene[s 
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lament'fs of Agefi1aus were amply compen
fated by the virtues of his mind, a courage fu

....... _-- perior to danger, a noble elevation of charac-

ter, and a gelferous ambition for the glory of 
Sparta. As the throne was the inheritance of 
his dder brother, he had been educated like a 
private perfon in all the ftriftnds and feverity 
of the Sp<1rtan difcipl ine. Hence he had 
lean~ed to obey, bl...fore he rofe to command; 
and acquired, by living among his ~qua1s, the 
virtues of [elf- commalld, c.111dour, and a re
fpettful attention to others. Charmed with 
his extraordinary Ill' ril, notwithH:anding his 
corporeal defeB:s (more ib"notl'lni(\U6 at Sparta 
than in any country) the majorIty of the Spar
tans fupported his title, and efteemed it a 
fingular advantage to have a king, who was 
educated Ijkc themftlves, in a rigorous fub-. 
mifIion to the laws of Lycurgus. Lyfander 
in pt'.rticular, whofe own ambitious profpecrs 
were now blafted, employed all his eloquence 
and addrefs in behalf of his public favourite; 
and, chiefly owing to his exertions, Agefilaus 
fucceedcd to the throne of Sparta. 

OF all the Sp~'l tan kings, he was the moft 
efieemed and loved by his fubjeCts. Nature 
had endowed him with an heroic fpirit, and 
talentg for command;. and his education had 

united 
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united to thefe the virtues of humanity and c It A P. 

condefcenfion. When he was declared king, XXI. 

the eftate and efk&., of Agis, his brother, de
,:,olved to hIm by law, Lt::'oty~hides being 
declared a bafi:ard; but. finding the relations 
of that .prince, on the mother'!:> fide, in po
verty, he divided the inheritance with them. 
By thefe, and fimilar action'l, his repu~tion 
and popularity increafed. The Ephori con
ferIed. on him the higheit panegyric under 
the form of a punifhment, and impofed a fine 
upon him for monopolizing the hearts and 
affeCl:ions of all the citizens, which were the 
common property of the republic. Hi" power 
was equal to his popularity. This arofe from 
the refpect and deference which he paid to the 
E phori. As the authority of thefe magiftrates 
was an innovation on the ini1:itutions of Lycur
gus, the Spartan kings had retained dil heredi
tary averfion for them, and looked lfpon 
them as rivals. On the contrary, Agefilaus, 
knowing that without their eonfent he could 
undertake no bufinefs of importance, endea
voured to conciliate their good opinion, and 
communicated to them the refolutions and 
enterprizes which he wa'> forming. 

A T the ditl:ance of two years after the ac
.ceffion of Agefilaus to the throne, information 

was 

'. 
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:c: HAP. was received7 that the Per.fian monarch had 
XXI. fitted out a fonnidable fleet, in order to de~ 

ill! prive the' Lacedremonians of their empire at 
fea. By the.-infiuence of Lyfander, the Spar
tan king was appointed commander in chief 
of the Grecian forces in Afta. He fet out 
in the fpt il1g with three thoufand emanci
pated helots, aDd fix thoufand troops collect
¢ (rom the allies. Since th(.; illegal conduCt 
of Agis in his expedition, the Spartan kings 
were ufuaUy attended in the field by a coun
c;iI of tell fenators, invefted 'Vi 1m powers to 
£Inchon or control~l their mea[ures. Agefi
lau~ got their number augmented to thirty. 
By this artful ihoke of policy he lel1ened the 
confequence of the whole, and brQught them 
fOore eafily to fubmit to Ius dIreCtion. 

THE celebrated retreat of the tcn thouiand 
under the condua of Xenophon, had, at ti"1is 
perKk1. miplred the Greek~ v; ith a confi
dence in their own valour, and a contempt 
for the Perham. The L:tced:.emonians re
foIved to improve fo favourable a conjuncture 
for the dc1iverl1lg the Greeks in Afia from 
their fubjccbon to a foreign yoke, and the op .. 
pre 111 om. of tyranny. 

WHEN Agcfilau~ arrived at EphefuS') Tif
fapherncs fent an cmhatry, demanding the rea

fon 
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fan of his c<>ming to Afia with fuch hofii1e 
preparations. The Spartan king replied, 
" That he came to affift the Afiatic Greeks ----

• I 

to recover their antient liberty/' The de ... 
puties of Tiifaphernes w,ere prepared for this 
reply, 2;nd anfwered, that Artaxerxes wa~ 

ready to acknowledge the independence of the 
Afiatic Greeks; and that ambaiI"adors wen~ 
[0011 expeCted from the Great King, invHl:ed 
with full powers to efiabliih a !afiing peace 
between the Perfians and all the Grecian 
Hates. Meanwhile, the fatrap defired a con
tinuation of the truce; to which requdl: Age
filaus, although fufpicious of treachery, agreed~ 
and the truce was [worn to on both fides. The 
perfidious Perfian, who had no other inten
tion but to amufe and deceive the Spartan 
general, contmued to aiI"emble forces and pre
pare for hofiilities. 

AGESILAUS employed this interval in !\lak
ing a tour through the principal cities1 in or
der to redrefs injuries, and efiabliih the go
yernment on a proper foundation. 

LYSANDER, whofe power in Afia had been, 
~bfolute, and whofe name was frill illuftrious 
or formidable, rivalled and eclipfed the Spar ... 
tan king in the eyes of the Ionians. T~ey' 
believed. t1l.lt Agefilaus was general only in 

name 
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name and appearance, and that the whole au ... 
thority was {till vefred in Lyiandcr. Hence 

---- they paid their homage to him in £rowds, and 
augmented his train when he went abroad, 
while Agefilaus rcmGlincd almofr in folitude. 
A general and a king couLl not but feel fuch 
a diminution, or rather annihilation of his au·· 
thority; but Agefilaus, on this occaGon, pro
t:eed~ too far in hum.bling a rival, to whom 
he owed his throne, and his prefcnt com
mand. He took every opportunity to dimi
nilh the influence, and mortify the pride of 
Lyfander; and while he r.liied private officers 
to the highefr commands and honours, ap
pointed the man who had been celebrated as 
a conqueror in the eaft, a commiifary of aores. 
Lyfander required an explanation, and a pre
tended reconciliation took place; but there 
can be no cordial union between minds equally 
aml:i.tious. He was appointed to the com
mand of the Lacedremonian fquadron on the 
Hcllefpont, an honourable kind of exile, in 
which he nouri{hed his refcntments, but dif
charged his duty. Afhamed of a fituation in 
which there were no laurels to gather, he re
turned in a few months to Sparta, inflamed 
by refentment, and fiung with the ingratitude 
of his friend, whom he had firft raifed to the 

§ throne , 
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throne, and afterwards to the chief command 
of the army. 

CHAP. 
XXI. 

WHEN Tiffaphernes had collected his --
fc:rces, and received his auxiliary ttoops from 
Pedia, he fent heralds to Agefilaus, com-
manding .him to retire from the coaft of Afia, 
and threatening him with the vengeance of 
the Great King in the event of difobedieIfce. 
While his officers were Jlarmed at this mef. 
[age, and the profpeCt of hoitilities, the Spar-
tm commander, \vith all the appearance of 
chearfulnefb and [. tisfacrion, defired the he-
ralds to tell their maftcr, " That he had laid 
him under a fignal obbsltion for having made 
the gods, by hIs perfidy and perjury, the ene-
mIes of Perfia, and the friends of Greece." 

To thf' treachery of the Perfian, he oppofed 
a fucceiSful ftratagem. He made a feint of 
marching his army into the province of Caria, 
the refidence of the fatrap, and where hie; trla
fures were depofited. TiiTaphernes, believing 
that he in tended to make Caria the fcene of mi
litary operations, encamped on the plains of tlle 
Meander, in order to oppo{e his paffage; but 
Ageillaus, having left a ilrong garrifon in 
Ephe{us, advanced with rapidity into Phry
g~a, captured many towns, and divided the 
rich [poil among- his army. The ungenerous 

fatrap 
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{afrap made no effort to relieve Phrygia, which 
was the province of Pharnabafus; accord ... 

"'i ___ ingly the Sfartan army ravaged it, during the 
{ummer, aHhofr without refiftance, and re
turned tQ Ephefus crowned with victory, and 
loaded with plunder. 

DURING the winter, Agefilaus was occu
pied in military preparations or martial ex .. 
ercifes. The fpoils of Phrygld. were expend
ed in fabricating all the implements of war. 
Horfes were difcipEned to the field, and rhe 
men trained to arms. The whole city was 
in motion, and Ephcfus feemed to be a pal~
ftra, and a fchool of war. Agefilaus not only 
encouraged the marti31 games of the Gleeks 
among his foldiers, but contended al[o for the 
prize himfelf; and as often as he obtained 
the crOWIl of victory, devoted it to the gods; 
an~ phced it in the celebrated temple of the 
E phefian Diana. 

WHI N the fea[on for taking the field re
turned, Agdilaus declareq, that he would 
march into Lydia. Tiifaphernes, fufpecting 
this to lJe a fecond firatagem, advanced with 
his forces immediately towards Caria, which 
he concluded to be the real defrination of the 
Spartan army. But he found himfelf de
ceived; Agefilaus entered Lydia, and ap .... 

proached 
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ptoached towards Sardis. . Thither the fatrap C R K. p .. 

baftened with his cavalry~ to relieve the 
place. Agefilaus, knowing that his infantry ---
-had not arrived, gave him battle"' bn the banks 
of the PaClolus, made a great flaughter of his 
troops, And plundered his camp. Tiffapher-
nes, as if forefeeing a defeat, had. taken refuge 
within the walls of Sardis. where he paired 
his time in Afiatic pomp and luxury, while 
the army of Agefilaus wa~ ravabing the terri ... 
tories, and plundering the cities of Lydia. 
After the unfuccefsful event of this engage-
ment, he was accu[ed of trea[on to the king, 
who difpatched Tithraui1:es from court,. 
with the fentence of his fate. The new fa ... 
trap .. on his arrival in Lydia, defired a con-
ference with Tifiaphernes, who, fufpecting 
nothing, went with a guard only of three 
hundred men. Tithraufres, having feized l1.im 
while bathing. ordered his he:ld to be {huck 
off~ and fent to the Perfian king. He fuf .. 
fered the punifum~nt due to his crimes; and. 
to aggravate his mifery, thefe crimes had been 
committed in the [ervice, and for the benefit 
of that fovereign who was the author of his 
death. 

T1THRAUSTES fucceeded to the govern
m.ent ()f Lower A11a, and the co~mand of 

t the 
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C HAP. the army. Having affumed his dignified fra. 
1Xl. tion, he Cent an embaify to Agefilaus with 

... prefents from the king his mailer. The 
ambaffadorsl. were commii1ioned to declare, .. 
" That TifIlpherneq had fuffered deferved 
punilhment; that the Great King, having 
now difcov;-'fI .. d his artifices which haa pro
duc~d the war, was re.::..dy to acknowledge the 
indepen~k:nce of the Greek cities in Afi~ 
provided thz. t Agcfilaus withdrew his troops 
and returned to Glv?Ce." The Sp1rtan com
mander replied, "TLat he was' not mafier of 
peace or war; of there the fcnate muil: deter
mine; nor could he withdraw his forces from 
Afia without the authority of the Lacedremo
nian republic." The fatrap, wiiJling at Ie aft 
to divert the courfe of hofiilities, propofed 
to Agefilaus to attack Phrygia, the prmince 
of Pharnabafus, and offered him thirty talents 
to defray the expences of the expedition. Thi& 
propofal, iliameful to both parties, was ac
cepted. 

IN his march towards Phrygia, a meffenger 
from Sparta delivered him a mandate from the 
fenate, prolonging the term of his military 
rule, and adding to it the command o£ a nu
merous fleet, confifting of ninety gallies. By 
thefe new powers, he found himfe1f com-

mander 
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.. :nand~r in' chid of the forces both by f~a and 
land; an honour· which Sparta had never be
fore confen:ed qn any of ~er generals or kings. 
During the victorious career <;>f Age61aus in 
Afia, Pharax, who was. then at the head of 
that B.eet, had performed :Ligna} fervices to 
~is country. Forgettir:g, or wi111ing to for
get; his ,illlportallt merits, Agefilaus fuperfeded 
him, and appointed in his fread Pifander, his 
brother-in-law, who, indeed, pofieifed the 
rough anJ mafculinc courage of a Spa~tan. 
but none of the talents of a commander. 

AGESILAUS, having entered Phl'ygia, levied 
l1eavy contributions on the citi~., and ravaged 
tht: country at, his plcaf'ure. The flme and ter
for of the Gn,:cian name pcrnded the neigh
bUllrin:, rc·g-ions. The opprefied fubjeCls of 
Jc1~)oti1tll cum ted the nroteCtion of a new and 

A l 

llflknoWll power; ga:lfd by the weight of 
th..: P4:ril,lI1 yoke, they hoped to gain b, t:1C 
ch,mge of mJ.1ters. Colys." the prince of 
P.lpblagoni,t, who had r.:fufed the proffered 
alll.l.I1LC of the Perfian king, reque.fred to alio ... 
ciate hiE. numerou's pv~lry with the army of 
Agefihus. Ari:;eus, and the numerous Afiatic 
forces who had follo\yed the frandard of Cy
ru.s, might eafily be inflam<..d into a {econd re
volt againfr a mafier, who probably. viewed 

Ven. II. E i them 
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thenl w~th the eyes of jealoufy and diftruft. 
Egypt was in a fiate of rebellion. All the 

•• ~--- Lower Afia was difcontented, and wiihed Ul 

deliver itfeIf.into the hands of Agefilam; wh,?, 
encouraged by thefe favourable circnmftances, 
refolved and prepared to carry the war into 
the heart of Perfia, and, by crufhing the 
po'Yer of the Great King at the center, pre
vent him in future from involving Greece in 
the crimes and calamities of war. 

THIS aq:.bitious and fplendid projeCt was 
defeated in its origin by the influence of Perfian 
intrigue, and the pa\,l. cr of Pcrllan gold. Ti
thrauf1:ch, '" hr) knew that, from the mercenary 
temper, conftant jealouiies, and unfie.Hly poli,.. 
tics of the Grecian frates, it would be e.l(/to[et 
them at variance with one another, fent Timo
crates, a man of boldnef~ and ad.:!ref~, .vith 
fifty talenth *, into Greece, among the utie& 

wltich oppofed the oppreffive dominion and 
imperious pre-eminence of Sparta. The ne
gociation of Timouates fllcceeded to hi::; 
willies. He bribed to the Pcrfian intereft the 
leading men in Argos, Corinth, and Thebes, 
who, in their refpeCtive cities, declaimed 

'with themofi vehement eloquence againfi: the 

III Above nine thoufand pounds. 
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il~iuftice, oppreffion, unbounded ambition, and 
infolent tyranny of Sparta. They ~ecal1ed to 
the remembrance of the people the recent -_ ..... 

.. devaftation of the coofecrated territory of 
Elis, and predi&ed the- fame defolation to 
e:vt:ry community that incurred their difplea .. 
fun:. The Spartans, continued they, have 
emancipated their helots, that they may l,;tave 
no Haves but their allies, and afpire to domi .. 
nion in Ana, in order to fubjugate Greece. 

THESE fevere accufations acquired clouble 
weight from their being founded on, truth, 
and addrdfed to men who not only believed, 
but felt their reality. Since the clofe of the 
Peloponnefian .war, the domineering autho
rity of Sp::trta had rendered her equally odious 
to her old and her new allies; and both were 
djfpofed for a revolution. The Athenians, 
on this occaiion, difplayed the virtues of their 
ancefi:o£s, and refufed to admit the miniilers 
of corruption within their walls *; but the 
occafioll was too favourable to be loft of at
tempting to regain their former power, with 
Ana as well as Greece on their fide. Ai 
Thebes had opened her gates to the Atheni
aJlS in exile, the Athenians voted, from gra-

'" Xen. Hehen. lib. iii. 

Ee, titudet 
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~ HAP. titude, an alliance offenfive and defenfiv.e with 
xxt. Thebes, whIch was devoted to the interefi of 

\ 

'It Pewa. 
As fufpidons and animofities already pre

vailed on both .fides, an occafion ioon pre
fented itfelf of coming to an open quarrel. A 
difpute having arifen between the Phocian~ 
and Locrians, concerning the property of a 
fmdl1 piece of ground, the Phocians, who 
wet"e the allies of the Spartans, took arms to 
attack the LOCI"i, while the Thebans, their 
friends, prepared to defend them. Without 
enquiring into the caufe of the quarrd, or 
condefcending to remonfirate, the haughty and 
vindiB:ive Spartans immediately flew to arms, 
and fent Lyfander to invade B~otia. Having 
, .. fiembled the northern confederates, he march
ed into the Theban territory, took Lebadea. 
and prepared to attack Haliartus, one of the 
moft confiderable cities of B~otia. lie fent 
difpatches to Paufanias, the Spartan king, re
quefting his co-operation on this critical 0<.:

calion with hi& Peloponnefian troops; and 
fixed next morning at fun-cife as the time to 
attack the city with their united forces ~ but 
the me1fenger was intercepted by the The
bans; and at the fame time a powerful body 
of Athenian troops arrived to the affiftance of 

their 
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xri. 
their Theban alHes. The care of the city 
Was committed to the Athenians, while the 

f h ----~<-~ Rower 0 the T eban army fet out in the 
dead of night, and reached thf> gates -of'Ha-
liartus long before the break of day. When 
the citizoens of Haliartus had recognized their 
friends, and were made acquainted with the 
caufe of this unexpected vifit, they mutpally 
concerted meafures to defeat the ftratagem of 
Lyfander, and amply to avenge themfelves on 
the Spartan invaders. 

A DE r ACHMENT of Thebans was placed 
in ambuili without the walls. The remain
der, together with the citizens of Haliartus, 
frood ready armed within the city. LyGnder, 
as he had propofed in his letter, arrived in' 
the morning; but Paufanias, who was igno
rant of his intentions, remained at Platrea. 
The foldiers, animated by their recellt vic ... 
tories, requefted their commander to !ead 
them to the attack; and he, willing to reap 
all the glory of the conqueft, readily yielded 
to their requeft. 

DECEIVED by the apparent unguarded 
fiate of the city, he began the affault with 
great boldnefs. Hut while his army were at
tempting to make a breach in the wall; the 
Tbebans and Haliartians rufued ftom the 

E e 3 gates, 
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'f!: HAP. gates, and attacked their aftonHhed foes. Ly-
XXI. fander fell in the beginning of the aCtion. 

His troops attempted to r-ally, but were pre ... 
vented by t~ Thebans, who lay in ambu1h~ 
The invaders were cmnpletely defeated; more 
than a thoufand were left dead in the .freId, be
fides tho1t: who fell in the diforderly retreat . 

• 
·I~FoRMED of this unexpected calamity, 

Paufanias marched to the field of battle, to 
celebrate the funeral obfequies of the flain. 
A herald was accordingly fent to Haliartus, 
in treating permiffion to bury the de:id. The 
requeft was granted, on condition tha~ the 
Peloponnefian army ihould immediately with
draw from Breotia. From the want of [uc
cefs attending this expedition, Pau[anias, on 
his return to Sparta, was tried, and condemned 
to death, but avoided the execution of the ten

tence, by flying to Tegea, where he foon af
wams died, tranfmitting his fcepter to his 
fon Agefipolis, an infant. 

THE defeat of Lyiander's army at Haliar
tus, and the death of that renowned general, 
emboldened the enemies of Sparta, and acceIe ... 
rated the defertion of her allies. The republics 
of Thebes, Argos, Athens, and Corinth, now 
openly avowed their huftility to the Lacedce .. 
plQnians-. The ifland Eubcea, the provinces 

()f 
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of Acarnania, Leucas, Ambracia, the cities of c: H A. P. 

Chakis, and the prillcipa~ities of Thcffaly, l;XI. 

,revolted :£i'om the alliance, or rather the yoke , \ 

·of Sparta. The confc:q1lcnce and power 
~hich we had acquired. by her ~[uccefs in the 
Pelopo~nefian war teemed now in the utrnofr 
dan\!er ,. and no re(ource re-mained to fave '-, 

lher from the brink of ruin, but that of re-
calling Ageillaus from pUl{uing his vic:torieso 
in Afia. Accordingly, the orders of the re
public were rent, commanding h;s return to 
the defence of his country, at the critical 
moment when he had affemhled all his forces 
for marching into Upper Af1a, in order to 
ihake or overt.urn the throne of the Perfian 

king. 
'vVn HOUT deliberating a moment, Agcfi

laus obeyed. Ills anfwcr, tranfmitted to us 
by Plutarch, expreifes the charactr'f of the 
Spartan government. U \Ve have rcdjlced 
part of Aila, put the barbarians to flight, and 
made great preparation.s for a Perfian war: 
but, as you order me to return., I am already 
on my march. I received the command, not 
for myfe1t: but for my country; and I know 
that a general does not deferve that name. 
hut as he fuhmits to the laWS, and obeys the 
Ephori, and the m.agifirates." 

E e 4 vVHEli, 
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C HAP. WHEN he communicated his refolution to 
XXI. the army, they expreifed thelr grief and re-

• ; luCtance at being torn hom the promifed 
fpoils of Afia..; but declared with tears, tha~' 

they would never for-fake the ftandard of a 
general, under whom they had fo 'tften· fough t 
and conquered. Agefilaus encouraged this 
ardour and attachment, and, to fecure its con-' 

• 
tinuance, pTopofed to reward luch officers as 
fhould join him with bodies of foot or cavalry 
in the Thracian Cherfonefus. The wealth 
of Lydia and Phrygia enabled him amply to 
fulfil his promifes, to defray the expences of 
the war, and to return to Greece with above 
a thoufand talents *. 

l\1eanwhjle the Lacedremonians had col
!eeted an army, and given the command of it 
to Arifi:odemus, tutor to their infant king. 
The confederated army, confifting of twency 
thoufand men, propofed to attack the Lace
dremonian capital; but the Spartan vigilance 
prevented this attempt, which. in the abfence 
of Agefilaus, was a mafrer .... ftroke of policy. 
Ha ving aiTembled fourteen thoufancl men, of 
whom the greater part was furnifhed by the 
allies, they attacked the enemy near N em rea, 

• A ht.mJr~d and ni.p~ty-~hr~e thoufand pound". 

a city 
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a city on the frontier of Corinth. The en- C HAP. 

gagement was obfti~ate and bloody, but not XXI. 

d{'cifive; the Spartans remained mafters of • 
toe 'field. 

AFTER Ao-efilaus had. affembled his forces 
In the Cherfonef us, he proceeded with all 
expedition towards Greece, and in one month 
accompli£hed what had been the la9o~r 
of a ye:lr to Xerxes and his army. Inftead 
of purfuing his journey through the hoftile 
territories of LOl.ris, he marched through 
Doris and Phocis, tJ.1.1t were in alliance with 
Sparta, that he mig!lt not be detained by 
unimportant ikirmiihcs from ttttacking the 
Theb,lll army.. The recent eng.lgement at 
N em rea had inflamed, rather than depreffed, 
their fpirits. 'fhey ftill amounted to twenty 
thonfand men, the forces 'Jf Agefilaus were 
fuperior in number, as he had received con
fider<lble reinforcements from Sparta !tnd 
Phocis, from Archomenus in Breotia, and E pi
daurus in Argolis. While the armies were 
approaching to engage on the plains of Co
ron rea, Agefilaus was alarmed by very un
welcome intdligence from Alia. 

AFTER the engagement at lEgos Potamos, 
which terminated the Pelvponnefian war, 
Conon1 the Athenian admiral, made-his eC ... 

cape 
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C HAP. cape> with a few {hips into. the harbour of 
XiXI. Salamis. Evagoras, a prince who counted his 

lineage from Teucer, reigned at that time ill 
Salamis. 

A PHENICIAN adventurer had u[urped the 
throne, under whore reign Evagoras was 
born. This tyrant was dethroned and mur
dered by another u[urper. When grown up 
to the age of m,lturity, Evagora~, was obliged 
to fly to Cilici::1, to avoid tile attempts of the 
new tyr.l11 t 8gainfr hi~ hie: retllrning Coon 
after, with a tinall but devoted band, he de
pofed the ufurpu, and afct'l1ded the throne 
with the approbation of his felluw citi
zens. 

FROM the commencement of hi-- reign he 
confirmed the promifc of h;5 youth, and un
folded the valuable talents, and excellent di[
pofi tions, which render princes a b1eDing to 
thci'f fubjdh. He Coon raifed his little 
kingdom to a flourifhing conditIOn j rendered 
his fubjcfts active and induft;-;ou" and en
couraged an emulatiun among them to ex
cel in agriculture, commerce, and n:wigation. 
Conon, who deferved his f'i1ecm, and ac
quired his affection, encouraged and affifrcd 
him in thde patriotic purfuits; and, 111 a 

{hort 
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1110rt time, Salamis annexed to her dominion 
feveral of the neighbouring communines, and 

427 
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XXI. 

was able to raife a naval power that rendered --_ ... 
,he! refpectable at fea. 

THE attac~ment of Evagoras to the Athe
nians, itJ. whofe language and arts he had 
been inftruCled, was increafed by his virtuous 
fenfibility and grateful affeCtion, when he 
beheld the fall of their republic, from power 
and renown, to depreffion and llavery, under 
the Spartan yoke. The fuggeftions of Co
nan concurred with the fentiments of hi,; 
own mind; and they concerted a plan for 
weakening the power of Spart"a, and reftor
ing Athens to its prifi:ine fplendor. The 
conquefts of Agefilaus in Afia forwarded the 
execution of their plan. Evagoras and Phar
nabazus had already made th~ Perllan mo
narch acquainted with the merits of COll0!). 

In confequenre of thefe teftimonials of his 
merit, he had been formerly employed in the 
naval Cervice againfr Pharax; and he em
I;.raced this opportunity of travelling to Ba
bylon, and reprefcnting to Artaxerxes the 
neceffityof oppofing the Laced~monians on 
that element, in which they had acquirect 
and frill preterved the command of' the IOllian 
coa11. A decifive viCtory at lea wou1d {hake 

the 
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the whole fabric of their power, and expel 
them frbm Alia. Under the aufpicious COl1-

---- duct of Pharnabazus, nothing wa<; neceffary 
to accomplifb this undertakmg, but a budy 
of feamen, equal to" thofe in the fervice of 
the Spartans. If the Great King would fll1"
niili the neceifary fu pplies, he would engage 
to c,olleCl fuch a number of Grecian failors 
as would give Perlia the decided fllperiority 
at fea, and compel Agefibus to re1inquifh his 
conquefis in the oJL 

AR T AXERXU, delighted with the propofaJ, 
ordered the fum of money teq uired to be paid 
from his treafury; and Conon returned to 
Cilicia, to carry his dcfign into execution. 
From the Greek cities and feaports in Afia 
and Europe, he foon aifembled a marine 
force, which, when joined to the fquadrons 
commanded by Pharnabazus, enabled him to 

. eng:ge the Spartan admiral with fuperior 
number<;. The combined armament fet fail 
in queft of the enemy; and, as they advanced 
beyond the northern extremity of Rhodes, 
difcovered the Laced~monian Red, con
lifting of a hundred ga11ies, in' the fpa
cious bay which is formed by the group of 
fcattered iUands callc:d Sporades, and the 
Dorian eoaft. Pifander did not decline the 

• 
lolnequal 
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unequal engagement. He ordered his men c Ji A P. 

to prepare for ba.ttle, and advance 3gainft the XXI. 

tnemy. The gre4'lter number, however, de- #" 

fpJiring of fuccefs againft fuch ,fuperior num-
bers, withdrew from the engagemt"llt, and 
retreat~d tm,yards the fuore of Cnidus. Pi
£'lI1der, who poiTclll:d the courage of a [oldier, 
without the fagacity of a commander,.. after 
fighting bravely, did with honour in th~ 

cau[c of his country. The conquerors, 
after deftroyi!lg "\ .til ntlmbcrs of th~ enemy, 
captured fifty galhes; .1 m~!llorable and irre~ 
p<'rablc blow, which ueprived the Lacecl.e 4 

monians of their empire at rea, and of their 
lIdominwns at. land 110m Cllidus to Bvzan 4 

'" 
tium. 

Ac LSlL A us, dr~'ddin~ the impreflion that 
the news of fo iev ... re a blow Inight have 
upon his troops, gave out in the army. that 
the Laceda~monian& had gained a conGdt'rable 
,iCtory at rea; and, appearing in public with 
a garland of Howers upon his head, offered a 
facrifice of thank(~iving to the gods. 

THE two armies, nearly equal in nwnb.:rs, 
now -advanced towards each other on the 
plains of Coronrea. The Thebans, raifing an 
univerfal fhout, ran fu.riouf1y ,to the charge7 

and [DOll put the left wing to iliglu, chiefly 
8 con.Gftin~ 
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C HAP. cpnfifiing of the OrchOinenians; while Age .. 

I XXI. .filaus repelled the Argives. who compofed 
.I t I; the left wing of the enemy. The Thebans 

having total~y routed the Orchomenians, .ld
vanced to take pofTeffi.on of the baggage, and 
to reafTemble their allies, who had Red to
wards Mount Helicon; but Agefilaus, by a 
mafrerly manreuvre, intercepted them. The 
Thebans obferving this movement~ formed a 
hollow fquare, and waited his approach. The 
Spartan king, guided rather by the impetu
ofity of a [oldier, than the calm ptudence ()f 
a general, attacked them in front, infiead of 
allowing them. to pafs, that he might alilil 
them in flank, or harafs their rear. The 
!hock was terrible, bloody, deftrui.'tivc; and, 
of all the battles which happened in his time, 
Xenophon fays, that this was fought with 
the moil: defperate fury. Finding it impof
fibk to break the Thebans in front. The 
Spartans at laft opened their phalanx to this 
unconquerable band, and permitted them to 
join their friends; but no perfuafions of the 
Thebans coud prevail on their al1ieg to renew 
the engagement. The Spartans thus re
mained mafi:ers of the field, which was a 
fcene of carnage, havoc, and horror. 

AGEiILAUS, though he had received [eve
fal 
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ral wounds in the engagement, would not ellA. P. 
retire to his tent, till he had feet: the dead XXI. ' 

carried off on thtlf ibields. Being informed 
t!1~ about fourfcore of the e1),cmy had ta
ken refuge in a temple. of Minerv.l, he {ent 
a guard- to e[cort them to a place of fafetv. 
The day following the battle was employ~d 
in ereCting a trophy, as a monument of this 
impoltant vi[tory; wh~ll: the enemy rent he-
ralds to demand permiiIion to bury their 
dea.d. N otwithfianding his wounds. and 
weaknefs in confequence (f them, Agefilaus 
travelled to Delphi, where the Pythian games 
were then cr-lebrating, in ordu ro dedicate 
the tertth of his Afiatic [poils, amounting to 
a hundred talents, in the celebrated temple 
of Apollo. Returning towards the Pe1o-
ponndus, he then diibandt:d his troops, and 
fet ~lil {or Sparta. 

HE was received by his country with etery 
demonftration of joy and gratitude. They 
btheld with admiration the hune fimplicity 
of manners, frugality of life, and attach
ment to Spartan cufiom8, by which he had 
been formerly difiinguiilied.. In his Afiatic 
expedition he had ibared the toils of the 
meanet1: {oldier; nor was he to be diftin
guifued fi·om. the re:ft of the army,- by his 

drefs, 

II 
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~ HAP •. a,::efs, bis food, or his ;a.<;commodatioris,: by 
XXI. day pr night. He returned from Alia too 

uninfeC1:ed wlth ~ts cQrruptiol).S:; untaiIl,t~d 

with. the loye of pl~;;lrun!, luxury, ,a9d p~mp, 
which charaClerife the manners of the ria':' 
• . '. . f , 

tives, a,lId which former generals. had in
troduced into Sparta. He made no altera
tlun in his table, dre[s)equ~pa6e, or furniture. 
Inibad ,of the pride and prefumpLi~n of a. 

viaor~Qus cpmman~er, he diiBJ.ayed the mo
defiy of a priva tc citizen; and was 01,11 y to 
ba difiinguiib~dJrom other Sparta,ns Py .a 
greater fubmiffion to the laws, a,nd att.l.ch
ment to the t;uitoms of his country. 

THE Theban or Corint~ian war lafl.ed 
eight years; but. was not difiinguiJhed by 
any celebrated or important aCtions, except 
the engage~l1ent at fea between COlion and 
Pifander, and the battle of Corona'a. . 

{N the partial and undecillve engagements 
which followed, the Athenians v/cregens:ra1ly 
,fuccefsful by fea, and the Spartans by land. 
Tekutias, the brother of Agefllaus, jr is true, 
futprifed the Pir:rus with twelve gallies, and 
deftroyed feveral ihips of war;. and Iphi
crate.s, theA~henian, gained fome advan~~ges 
by, land, which announced. thofe great t,aleQ,ts 
for WafF, which rendered him aft.erw~1rds fo . , 

conii)icUOllS : 
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confpicuous: but, for the moft part, fuperi- C HAP" 

ority atld fuccefs attended the operations of XXI. 

the Spartan army, and the Athenian Beet. • 
THE Lacedremonians reaped n0 real or laft ... 

ing advantages from their viCtory at Coronrea; 
but [eri<ius and irretrievable calamities arofe 
from their defeat at Cnidus. One day de ... 
ftroyed the fruit of many laborious cam ... 
paigns ; deprived them of the command at 
rea, which devolved to Conon and Pharnaba .. 
zus, who, in the {pace of three months, de
tached for ever from their dominions the 
whole weftern coaft of Afia Minor. The 
important and meritorious Cervices of thefe 
commanders w.ere not overlooked or ne. 
g!etted by the Perfian monarch, who, after 
loading Pha.rnabazus with wealth and honours, 

. gave him his daughter in marriage. 
THI~ noble ambition of Conon neither 

defired or folicited rewards or honours efor 
himfelf. To raife his fallen country from 
her ruins was the generous and patriotic 
motive, which was the {ource of all his 
actions. By his {uggeftion and perfuafion, a 
naval armament had been Btted out, which 
retaliated the ravages, and revenged the con ... 
quefts of Agefilaus. To oeprefs frill far .. 
ther the pride of S ?arta, he now propof~d to 

VOL. Ii. F f the 



434 A v I·~ W 0 F 

C HAP. the Pernan king, and his viceroy, the re-efra .. 
XXI. bliihment of Athens. The propofal was 

favourably received; liberal fupplies of mo,.. 
ney were given; and Pharnabazus confert'ed, 
on Conon the command Qf the naval arma
ment; which immediately fet fail, aDd, after 
reducing the Cyclades and Cythera, and ra
vagipg the coaft of Laconia, atfembled in the 
harbours of Phalerus, Munichia, and Pirreus. 
No time was loft in the important work of 
rebuilding the harbours and fortifications of 
Athens. Befides arrifans, who were aIlured 
by gain, the foldiers and failors contributed 
their efforts; the voluntary exertions of the 
allies, particularly the Thebans, accelerated 
the progrefs of the undertaking; while the 
zealous labours of the natives were never in
termitted, ,in reftoring their celebrated capital 
to its antient ftrength and fplendor. The 
work was completed with aftoniihing rapi
dity; and, by a fingular combination of vi
ciffitudes, the Athenian capital, after having 
been formerly reduced to alhes by the Per .. 
nans, was now rebuilt by their own hands ~ 
and, after having been difll'.antled and de
molilhed by the Lacedremonians, was reftored 
at their expenee, and by the fpoils taken 
from thdr fleet. 

7 WHEN 
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WHEN thefe tidings were conveyed to Spat c It A P. 

XXI. ta, they wpre received with the deepefr difap
pointment and vexation, and excited in their ---... 
minds every invidious and ma'ignant pafflon. 
They looked upon the refroration of that 
city as the o'Verthrow of their own; and 
would rather have been [wept from the face 
of Greece, than have allowed the Atheni-
ans to enjoy their ancient independence and 
profperity. From thefe bafe motives, they 
adopted the timid and treacherous rdolution 
bf avenging themfelves upon their Athenian 
rivals, by making a difadvantageous and dif
honourable peare with the king; of Perfia. 
They were ready to i:1.crifice every thing, 
provided the Great King would withdraw his 
fleet from co-operating to the re-dhbliili-
ment of the Athenian power To aCCOffi-
plifh this purpofe, they fent Antalciuac to 
Teribazus, who had fuceeeded Tithr~ufi:es 
as fatrap of the fouthern provinces, and after-
ward., to Babylon. The previous hiftory of 
this ambaiTadcr is unknown; he appears, how-
ever, to have had nothing of a 5partan but 
the name; but to have poiTeifed all the arts 
of cornplaifance and m11:lUation, and to have 
been verfed in all the vices of diffimuld.t1on, 
flattery, and [eduction~ which qualify a man 

F f 2 for 
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C 11 A P. for fuch an employment, anJ facilitate his 
XXI. fuccefs. To pleafe the Perfian king and his 

fatraps, he laid afide the dignity of officet 

ar.rl acted the, buffoon; he publicly derided 
the inftitutions of LycVrgus, and in a mimic 
dance ridiculed the hcroifm cf Leonidas at 
Thcrmopylce \(. 

SUCH a charaCter, at fuch a court, coul? 
hardly' fail to accomplifh his ends, though 
his fuccefs had not been precipitated by the 
imprudent patliotifin of Conon. After re
building the fortif1.cations of Athens, thi!1 
illu.:{l:rious commander requefted Ph'unaba
zus to permit hijn, for a few months, to em
ploy the combined fleet in ravaging the ter
ritories of Sparta and her allies. The un
fufpjcious governor readily granted his defire. 
But Conon neglected his promife, and me
ditated only to promote the intereft and glory 
of hiS! country. He difplayed at Chios, at 
Leibos, and along the Eolian and Ionian 
,oalls, the numbers and the ftrength of hi. 
naval armament, and, defcribing the happy 
revolution that had raifed Athens to her for
mer power and fplendor, invited the Afi-
4l.tici and iilandcrs to recognife the authority 

* Athena:us, lib. ii. 

of 
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of their antient fovereign, and Jhare with her 
the government of Greece. 

SUCH a vifiunary project could have no 
effects, but to bring rum or difgrace on the 
head of the contriVff. The f.1gacious and 
artful Antalcidas immediately reprefented him 
as guilty of the moil: aggravated treachery, 
ingratitude, and rebellion, in vioJatj,ng his 
engagements as foon as they were made; in 
forgetting the fignal obligations r~ctived by 
himfelf and lus country, and arttmpting to 
conquer the PcrEan dominiom by the amft
ance of the Perfian troops. Conon was now 
abandoned, even by his friend Pharnabazus, 
and Anta1cidas carried on his in '!"igues, if not 
without oppot'irion, at lca11: with triumphant 
fuccefs. N either the remon11:rances of Co
non, and the other Athenian amba1Tadors, nor 
thofe of the Theban and Argive deputies. 
were attended to, whHe the Spartan n~gocia
tor obtained every thing he defired. An
talcidas propofed terms that feeilled to have 
been diCtated by the Pe di an monarch:
" The Spartans refign aU pretenfions to the 
fovereignty of the Greek cities in Afia, which 
they acknowledge is the right of the Great 
King. They are ready to declare all the 
cities and iflands reciprocally intlependent; 

F f 3 whic;h 
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which will henceforth prevent anyone of 
them from acquiring fufficient power to dif ... 

.......... i ___ pute the fupremac;y of Perfia." 

Thefe cond\tions, which the matt iniolent 
minifter of the moft infolent monarch could 
hardly have folicited or defired, awakened 
no jealoufy or fufpicion in the mind of Teri
bazus" who was lulled into profound fecurity 
by the arts of the Spartan ambaffador. The 
fate of the patriotic Canon muit excite emo
tions of farrow and regret in every mind of 
fenfibility. After having facrificed every 
thing, even juftice and integrity, to the fer
vice of his country, he was condemned either 
to death or perpetual imprifonment*. The 
fuccefsful Antalcidas, au the contrary, wa~ 
amply rewarded. 

Although the conditions of the alliance be .. 
tween Perfia and Sparta were in the higheft 
degrd~ advantageous and honourable to Ar
t::'lxerxes, the negociation remained unaccom
pliihed for {everal years. Teribazus incurred 
the difp]eaIure of his lord, and was fucceeded 
in his government by Struthas, who adopted, 
with warmth, the intereft of the Athenians. 
The powerful efforts of the Argive and 

f Xenoph. Gr. Hill-. J~ -4-. 
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Bceotian deputies contributed likewife to this 
cnd, as they raifed fufpicions .againft the 

43' 
C 11 A P. 

xxI. 
Spartans, by difcovering the real objeCt they --=-"\!I!!!!! 

had in view. 
MEANWHILE the .military operations of 

the contending ftates were carried on by thofe
fallies and incurfions that irritate without en .. 
feebling, and contribute to provoke, rather 
than to terminate hoftilities. The Licedre
monians ravaged the country, and plundered 
the villages of their enemies in Peloponnefus. 
The Thebans and Argives, on the other hand, 
laid wafte the territories of Laconia; and the 
Athenians employed the renovated vigour of 
their republi~ it! regaining the empire of the 
fea. 

THE death or captivity of Conon again 
.called forth the abilities of Thrafybulus, whofe 
vigour and patriotifin had twice refcued his 
country from the yoke of tyranny. • The 
Athenian fleet, conflfting of forty gallies, was 
entrufted to this commander; who, having 
falled towards the Hellefpont, induced the 
inhabitants of Byzantium, and feveral other 
cities of Thrace, to accede to the Athe
nian alliance. He next landed in the iile 
of Lethos, and, having engaged the enemy 
near Methymna, defeated the Lac;etlcemonian 

f f ~ troops, 
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C HAP. troops; and flew, with his own hand, Theri
XXI. machus, the general. From thi:; iflal1d he 

• prew cOl1fiderable reinforcements ~o his fleet, 
and, with thisracceffion of ftrength, proceeded 
towards Rhodes, to a[Iift the Athenian party 
in that ifiand. To provide himfclf with rc
fources for this expedition, he raijed [upplies 
from the fea-ports of Afia; and, entering the 
mouth of the Eurymedon, exaCted a heavy 
contribution from Afpendus, the capital of 
Pamphylia. This act of power would, per
haps, as ufual, have been fubmitted to, but 
the unrefirained enormities of the failor~ and 
foldiers provoked the Pamphylians to refift
~nce. The Grecian camp wa,s attacked in 
the night, a confiderable Daughter enfued, 
and Thrafybulus himfelf fell a facrillce to his 
unbounded rapacity and avarice. 

THESE unjufi: and oppreffive exaCtions 011 

the \.:apital ,Of Pamphylia preiented another 
opportunity for the vigilant Antalcidas to 
work on the paBions of the Periian king, 
and inflame his rdentment againft the Athe
mans. 

AR T.AXERXES at lail: determined to embrace 
the ~au[e of the Spartans; and thus dictated 
the tenns of a general pacification :-" It is 
the plea[t;r~ 9f Artaxerxcs, the king, that the 

iila11c! 
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if1and of Cyprus, and Clazomene, belong to C HAP. 

him; that the other Grecian i1:ates be fe- XXI. 

,verally enfranchifed and independent, with 
exception to Lemnos, Imbro~, and Scyros, 
which, as of old, ihall be fubject to the Athe-
nians; -and, whatever fiate accepts not thefe 
terms, I will go ~o war with it and its ad-
herents, by fea and land *:' 

WHEN the deputies of the Grecian cities 
were fummoned by Teribazus to hear the 
conditions of peace, they were afhmifhed to 
find, inftead of an equitable treaty, the im
perious mandate of the Great King, who, by 
their difTenf10ns and hoftilitie.s, had become 
the fovereign arbiter of Greece. 

THE greater part of the Grecian fiates re
jected with horror terms of pacification fo 
humiliating and (0 infamous. But, as they 
were enfeebled and exhaufted by their in
ternal divifions and animofities, and were- un
able to fupport a war againft a prince fo 
opulent and powerful, it was 'expeCted that 
prudence, as well as neceffity, would foon in
duce them to accept the conditions of peace. 
Thebes, Argos, and Athens, made the only 
vigorous oppofition to a treaty that was equal-

Ill< Xenoph. p. 550 • 
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ly deftruCtive to the intereft, and difgraceful 
to the fame of Greece. The Thebans were 

~r Z!"""'--- averfe to refign their authority over the in-
ferior comD)unities of Breotia: the Argives 
were reluCtant to w~thdraw their forces from 
Corinth, and leave that capital in the power 
of the Lacedremonian party: and the Athe
nians could not relinquiih, without regret, 
the 'fruits of their late conquefts, and their 
hopes of future profperity and renown. The 
fagacious Antalcidas had forcfeen and pre
vented the oppoTItion of thcfe ftates. A fleet 
of eighty fail, fitted out with Perfian gold, 
was ready tf) awe them into compliance. 
Teribazus had collected a fquadron, and 
wall prepared to attack ~he ifie of Cypru~, if 
Evagoras ihQuld revolt~ The Perfian gover
nor had alfo raifed an army, which was ready 
at the firft fummons to embark for Greece, 
and .. to co-operate with the Lacedremonians 
againft all who might venture to refufe the 
terms of peace which had, been diCtated by 
Perfia. Thefe formidable preparations alarmed 
the fears of the confederate'), and obliged 
them to fubmit, though with futlen reluc
tance, to the terms of accommodatiGn. The 
refiil:ance of the Thebam was the moil: obfii-

nate~ 
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nate; but, at length, yielded to the menaces C HAP, 

of Bparta. Open hoftilities ceafed, the armies X~I_ 

op both fides were diibanded, a fort of forced 
tranquillity was eftablilhtd, but it was like 
~hat gloomy ftillnefs whi~h precedes and an~ 
flounces .a ftorm! 

C IIA p. 
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Fnlll flu! Peace of A!ltalcid(l," to tbe Fall qf 
the 'Theban Emp£1-r. 

C HAP. T' HE famous and ihamefuI treaty of An-
XXII. talcidas, owed its origin and comple-

---- tion to the artiSce and addrer" of the Lac.;
dxmonians. The fucce:(.;, which attended the 
arms of Agefilaus, in Afia; the rapidi+y and 
the [plcndor ,of his victories, and his long
concerted plan of carrying the war into the 
heart of Pedia, fhuck terror into the reg-lOnt. 
of defi)otifm, and made the Great King trem
ble on his throne. The arrival of Conon~ n 
the court of Dabylon, at this critic,l1 conjUlK
tun., relieved the fears of the monarch, and 
wrou£ht a revolution in his conncils. He 

~. 

[olicited the command of a powerful fleet, 
and L Jertook to deprive the Span.ans, at one 
b10w, of their empire at [Cl, and compel 
the:n to rdinquilh their conque!h in Afia. 
In the celeorate::u ft;a-fight with Pifal1uer> he 
fully accompli1hed his promife; when he 
cfuflled. the Ihellgth of the Peloponnefian 

fleet 
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fleet, took fifty of their {hips, and blafied in 
one day the fruit of all the victories that had 

#i 
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b~cn gained by Agefi Jaus. ---' 
SrAR T A, though fubjett to an, arifiocracy, 

was lefs governed by fyftem, and difwvercd 
Ids political confifiency, than any of the Gre
l:i.an republics. The rival paffions of jealoufy, 
envy, imperious ambition, and revenge, witl~ all 

inveterate and eternal alltlpathy againfi Athens,. 
were the prime movers of all their actions. 
lIeflce, when they were informed of the af
fiJlance which the Great King had given to 
that republic, and in particular, when they 
'heard that the Athenian walls and harbours 
had been rebuilt by Conon, they were torn 
by the crudleft cOllniCt of contending paf ... 
fions. They were willing to folicit an ac
commodation with A rtaxerxcc;, 011 the moll: 
·mortifying conditions; they were ready to 
refign all the advantages they had gained, add 
to abandon all views of foreign conqueft, 
provided the Perfian king would. ceafe to 
open his treafury, and to commiffion his fleet. 
to raife and aggrandife the growing and dan .. 
gerous power of their Athenian rivals. 

They found too, that while they were en .. 
deavouring to extend their conquefis abroad, 
their acquifitioI!s at heme were fiidinge from 

their 
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(: HAP. their poifeffion. Athens had rifen from itS 
xxu. ruins with new luftre. Thebes and Argos 

r • had become formidable, and affumed political 
imyortance ... l\IIany of the Peloponnefian 
cities had lhaken off their authority; their 
colonies in Thrace and Macedon no longer 
obeyed them; and they were deprived of all 
their Ionian acquifitions. During a war of 
twenty-feven years; they had fought ann con
quered both in Europe and in Afia, and were 
now in a wade condition than at the com .. 
mencement of hoftilities. 

THEY n6w began to abandon all thoughts 
of diftant expeditions, and re1inquiihed all 
concern with Afiatic affairs. In return, they 
obtained many fubflantial advantages from the 
Perfian monarch. To them It was given in 
<-harge to fee that the articles of the peace 
were ftriCtly adhered to; and, for this pur
poie, they were fupplied with money from 
the Perfian treafury to iaife troops in Greece. 
While, in confequence of the peace of An
talcidas, the Thebans had been compelled to 
permit the cities of Ereotia to enjoy their li
berty, and the Argiv~s to withdraw their gar
rifon from Corinth; the Lacedremonians,' "On 
their part, difcovered no intentfon of comply
ing with the articles of the treaty. 

HAVING 
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HAVING found their power already increaf
ed, they reCoIved to extend it farther by policy 

C HAP. 
X}CII. 

and arms. They employed their emiffaries ---
to. encourage the ariftocratical faCtions in the 
inferior cities; 10 enfiame the reciprocal ani ... 
mofityof the citizens; and, under the fem-
blance of proteCting the injured and oppreffed, 
decided every appeal to their fenate in {llch a 
manner as turned to the advantage and ag
gtandifement of Sparta. 

THE republic of Mantin;ra, fitnateJ in the 
cel.1ter of Arcadia, which, from a few hamlets 
of iliepherds, was now a povrerful fiate, was 
the firft objea of their unjuil: ambItion. 

HARDL y a year had ebpfed fince the 
pe~ce of Antalcidas, when Spartan ambaiTa
dors \Vere difpatched to Mantin:ra, with one 
of the moft unjuft and imperiou'i commiffions 
that is recorded in hifiory. The Mantma:ans 
were commanded~ by thefe emifidrie~ of 
ariftocratic defpotifin, to raze t~eir fortifica
tions, to forfake their city, and to defcend 
again into the humble and aifperfed ftate of 
villagers; becaufe, during the late war, they 
had fupplied the Argives with corn, and~ 

though apparently in friendfuip with Sparta, 
had rejoiced at her misfortunes. 

THIS 
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~ HAP. THIS infolent requeft met with the an .... 
XXlI. {wer it deferved; the ambaffado.~s \ returned 

---- without fuccefs, and Sparta declared war. 
King Agefipqlis, with a powerful army, r~
vaged the territory of the Mantinccans, and 
laid fiege to the city. After an ineffectual 
fiege for {everal months, he at !aft contrived 
a fchcme which praveLl fat2.1 to the brav~ 
Mantinxans. The river Ophis flowed 
through the city of I\1an tinxa. \N lth much 
labour and difficulty the courfc of the 
ll.r~am \vas nopped below the city, and the 
foundatlon oitLe walls laid under water. The 
unbumt bric~{s, of which the fortification~ 

were built, diifolved in the water by which 
they were overRowed, and the citizens beheld 
their crumbling walls with forrow and defpair. 
IJerceiving that all farther defence was im
pomble, the inhabitants fent to capitulate on 
conditions; but the Spar,tan king would 
grant them no other terms than thofe which 
had been ori'ginally propofed. They were 
therefore obliged to dd1:roy their city; to 
feparate again into four diftinCt communities~ 
and return to their origillaJ habitations in the 
villages and hamlets. . 

THE Lacedremonians next duplayed their. 
tyranny t.nd fcverity againft the republic of 

9 Plius. 
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Phlius. This little community was not ex- C HAP, 

erupted from that fta~e of ferment which pre- 'XXII. 

"ailed throughout Gref"ce: it vias divided -
i),-lto factions, and the party oppofite to Sparta 
had expelled their opJ5onehts. The attthd-
rity of Agefilaus procured their returh frorb. 
exile; but new quarrels having arifen, COtn

mlffioners were app('inted to try and puni!h 
thofe who were termed the moil: obnd-xieus 
cItIzens. By condemning to' death almofi: 
every man of eminence or abilities in the 
democratical party, thefe infamous execu-
tioners fecured the permanent and invaria:' 
-hIe attachment uf Phlius to fhe interefts of 
Sparta. 

AT this period the cities of Acanthus and 
Apollonia {olicited the affiftance of the Spar
tans, againft the growing and d-mgerous 
power of Olynthus, which \V'aS inhabiteQ by 
Greeks, originally from Chalcis in Eubrea. 
The Athenians, after their vi<ftorres in the 
Perfian war, had annexed to their dominion 
many cities in the Thracian territories and 
neighbourhood, which thre,,,- off\ the yoke at 
the clofe of the Peloponnefian war.' OIyn": 
thus was of this number. To fecure them
felves againft the encroaching tyr:nny of 
Sparta, no lefs dangetous than that.of Athell'l, 

VOL. II. G ~ the 
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(: f:I A P. the OIynthians had caifed ,troops, and fortified 

xxu. their city. The ftate of affairs i~ Greece" 
. • and the weaknefs of their neighbours, ena

bled the cit~ens of OIynthus, not only ~o 
~ftablilh their inde~ndence, but to extend 
their dominions by conqueft, til1!t by their 
power and wealth, they became formidable, 
and nbjeets of jealoufy aDd alarm to the ad ... 
jattelft commumtles. On the fouthern {hores 
of Macedon, they had made themfe1y.es maf ... 
ters of Chalcis and Pierea, whi-ch, bleffed 
with a natural fertility, i~vited the operations 
'Of agriculture; and~ at the fame time, by its 
maritime ti tuation, was favourable to the pur-.. 
fuits of trade: they gra1ped at frill m~r.e va-
luable "acquifitions, and would have extended 
their dolninions on tho tide of Thrace and 
Macedon, if the ambaiTadors Df Acanthus and 
Apollonia had not interdl:ed the Spartan am
bitiOn to break the ilrength of this new con
federacy, and, give an eifd.tual check to their 
ri1ing greatne[s. 

WHEN Cleigenes, the Acanthian, had de .. 
livered, in the name of his colleagncs~ their 
~omplai.nt and petition before the greater af ... 
fCll1bly at Sparta, the Lacedremonians, with. 
their uittal affetbtion (.It impartiality, defired 
the opinion of th~ confederates; who, know-

.( . 
111& 
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ing the inclinations of the afi"embly, unani ... 
moully tef(jlved, that it was neceffaI:Y to de xxu. 
dare war againft the Olynthians. W~r be .. --........ 
inz determined on, it was agreed that the 
confederates ihould raife ten tho,ufand troops, 
with liberty to fuch fi:ates as were unable to 
furnilh the full complement of foldiers, to 
pay an equivalent in money, at the rate 0; 
half a drachma * a day for each foot {oldier, 
afld four times as much for the horfe. 

CLEIGENES, the ambaifador, informed the 
affembly, that the critical fituation of Acan." 
thus and Apollonia demanded immediate aid 1 

and prepafed that, with the' troops they had 
in arms, they {bould inftantly fet out on the 
expedition. The Laced~monians confented. 
:and ordered two thoufand men to march to 
Macedon without delay, under the command 
of Eudamidas 1 and that his brother Phcebi. 
das ihould follow him as Coon as the re~in. 
der of the forces could be colleCted . • 

WHEN Eudamidas arrived in Thrace, he 
placed garrifons in fuch cities as were moil 
expofed to the enemy; butJ as his forces were 
not yet aifembled, he did not commence open 
hoftilities. Potid~a. a city in alliance with 

... Three pen.c:c h~fpennr ~ 
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C H A J. ,the Olympians, a.n~ of fonfiderable import
XXII. ance, in the ifthmus of Pallene, furrendered to 

----- 'him without making any defence. 
- 1VLEANW'HlLE Phrebida; began his march, 
,~ , 
at the head of eight. thoufand men, and cn-
catTJped in the neighbourhood of Thebes, near 

\ - . . 
the Gymnafium. Thebes, like aU the cities 
of Greece, was at that time agitated by the 
contentions of a popular and an ariftocratica1 
or Spartan t'".lction. Ifmenias was at the head 
of the dClllocratKJ.l party; Lcontiades of the 
Spartan; both were polemarchs, that is, gt.:
neral::, of the army, and chief magifirates ill 
the common.woalth. It is probJ.ble that 
Pho:bidas had orders. from. the fenate, or 
from king Agefilaus, to take a decided pal t in 
the Theban divifions, which made him E{h.n 
''lith the greater alacrity to the propo{al ()f 

Leontiades, " to feizc the citadel, to expel 
tl-'I;) adherents of Hinenias, and take poiTei1iol1 
of it with his troops in the name ~f the 
Laceda!lllont,:ll1s." He reprefcnted to him, 
" that nothing would be more eafy, and at 
the fame time more honourable, than to make 
himfelf mafl:er of Thebes, a greater and more 
important prize than the capital of the 01)n
thians." 

PHorBID4i received the propofal with 
tranfports 
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tranfports of joy. <The plan of operations was C HAP. 

foon fettled bdw~en the confpirators. The iXII. 

Thebans, confiding with perfett fecllrity in 
the late treaty of peace, were 'prcp1ring to 
celebrate the feaft of Ceres. It was in the 
midft of [ummer, and, during the inten(e hear 
of noon, few patfengers werc to be (cen in the 
1l:reets. Phcebidas, wh0, to conceal hia in-
tentions, had made preparations for continll-
jllg his march, was at the fJ.vourable moment 
called by his confederate to the fcene of 
aCtion. At this fei1ivaJ, the Theb:lO matrons 
went in proceffion to the Cadm<r:l, or citadel, 
to acknowledge the rail, and implore the fu-
ture favour" of the beneficent gaddefs who 
prt>fides over the h 1fveft. For them the 
gates of the C.ldmd.1 were left open, and, as 
no male was admitted to this myHic folemnity, 
the place was without defence. Accordinzly 
Ph~bida,> and hi~ army, conducted by Leon-
tiades, took poiTefTlon of the ciqdel vvithout 
Ol~poiition. The (emte wa'> then titting in 
the market-place, Lco'1tiades took hi') place 
among the [cnators, and avowed that the La
ctdremonians had ac.ted by his authority, not 
as enemies, but to pre{ervc t~V! public tran-
quillIty. He tllen icizecl I(meniJ.s, wIth the 
lcadcri of the oppofitt' party, and f.:n't them 

G g 3 to 
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to the citadel. 1\!any were thrown into prJ:
(on, and about four hundred ~ed with preei .. . _t ___ pitation to Athens. 

WH~N th~ Spartan fenatereceived inf~r
mation of this atrocious enterprize, that one ~f 
their generals had, by open viol~nce alld force 
of arms, taken poffeffion of a city in qJ~ianee 
with. their republic, complaint$ and aCCl,~{a. 
tions againft the conduct of Phcebidas re
founded· from all quarters.. The opponents 
of, Agefilaus, who [u[peCted his heing the 
contriver of this ihameful tranfaClion, de
manded by whofe authority a Spartan com ... 
ma~der had committed fuch a flagrant viola
tion of public f~ith, iuch a lhocking aCt of 
perfidy a~ would have difgraoed the rudcfi: 
barbarians. Agefilaus found no difficulty f'in 
vindicating the condua of £hcebidas, and 
publicly declared to the fenate that the fole 
queltion was concerning the utility of the 
action. Wh~tever was beneficlal and expe
dient for Sp~rta,. a general was not only per
mitted but commanded to perform, by hii 
own authority, anct wit.hout waiting fOl" or
d~rs. Such corrupted maxims·Qf policy have 
been. often adopted and purfued, bu,t feldom. 
avowed) ex.cept by the Laccd.:eQlonians.' The:' 
ienatc, att.et a lQnS" difcuiJiQn. and matu~e,deli-

Qeration,. 
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beration, refolved, according to their u.u.tal hy
pocrify, " That Phcebidas £hould be deprived 

C H ~P. 
XXlI • 

.of his command, and fined in. a laundred thou"" ----. , 
f~Jfd drachmas '*; but that the ,f,:itadel thould 
be retained, and defendod by a itrong garri ... 
fon:: 'The Lacedremonian;, not tatisfied with 
this aCt of injuftice and perfidy, fent com-
miffioners from the cities in their alliance to 
try, or rather to condemn Ifmenia-s, who, up<)l1 
their arrival, Was immediately put to death. 

TEL'E UTI AS, the brother of. Ageftlau s, 
was appointed, in the place of Phrebidas, to 
com.mand ten thoufand troops defiined againft 
Olynthus. By the affiftance of Amintas, 
king of Macedon, he compelled the Olyn ... 
thians to retire within the inclofure and 
proteCtion of thtir walls. Many fallies were 
made, with uncertain fuccefs; hilt Teleu
tias, beholding a party of his cavalry cut to 
pieces by the Olynthians, advanced againft 
them at the head of his heavy-armed troops, 

• 
with greater precipitation than prudence. The 
Olynthialls never halted till they arrived 
und~ the fortifications. 'the townfinen then 
mounted the battlements, and affaulted the 
en¢my with darts, arrows, and other miffile 

• Aoove two thoufand pounds. • 

weapons. 
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c.a A P. weapons. At the 1ame time the Olynthian 
XXlI. atmy, which were in readinefs within the 

, i walls, [allied fotth with impetuonty: the 
Spartan g(meral fell in the firfi: a.ttack; the 
army was repulfed. with great flaughter, and 
fled to Acanthus and Apollonia. 

THIS check ferved only to animate the 
ardour, of the Lacedremonians. In the third 
year of the war, king Agefipolis marched into 
Macedon.with a ftrong reinforcement. After 
r:+vaging the Olynthiail territories, he took 
by i1:orm the {hong city of Torona; but in 
the midft of his fuccf'is he was fcized with a 
calenture, and died in the feventh day of the 
difeafe. Cleombrotub, his brother, fucceeded 
to the throne of Sparta; and Polybiades wa.; 

appointed to command the forces againft 
Olynthus. 

THIS generd furr0unded the city by land, 
whil:: l a fquadran of Laceda:monian ve1Tels 
blocked up the adjacent harbour of Mecy
berna. The 01ynthians were now cut off 
from all fupplies both by fea and land.; and 
were at lail: compel~d by famine to capitu
late. They relinql1i111ed all claim to the 
Chalcidice, gave up the cities of MacenQn to 
their former fovereign, and bound themfe1ves 
to obey, oh all occafions, the mandates of their 

Spartan 
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Spartan allies:" After the fubmiffion of 'the 
Olynthians, Amintas re-eftablilhed hi~ court 

457' 
~H:A ~l' .. 
xxII: 

'at Pella, which thenceforth continued to be --
the refidence of the Macedonian king~. 

THE Spartans, after they had feized with 
a firong arm the Theban citadel, maintained 
poffeffion of it during five years, with a gar
rifon of fifteen hundred men. The parti
zans of ariftocracy and Sparta now acquired 
an entire' afcendancy in the government, and 
the Thebans experienced every fpedes of op
preffion. Not fatisfied with the exercife of 
defpotifm in Thebes, they perfecuted t~e un-'
happy exiles from their country, till at Iaft 
both thofe in the city, and thofe who had 
fled from it, driven to the laft extremities, 
and deriving courage from defpair, were de
termined to hazard every thing rather than 
to groan any lon&er under the Lacedc:emoruan 
yoke. 

A T this time the profperity .of Sparta ap
peared to be in its greateft fp]endor, and its 
power fo firmly' eftablilhed as to bid defiance 
to accident or oppofition. Thebes, and all 
the cities of Breotia, had lately fubmitted to 
their authority. They had contrived mea
fqres to humble the pride of Argos, and to 
retain it in a ftate of dependence. ·Corinth 

.acknoVv ledged 
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C tJ" A P _:acknowledged their jurifdiilion, ana was ready 
XXII. to obey their commands. The Athenians, 

deprived, by the hte treaty, of their allies, and' 
reduced to their individual ftrength, were: nO,t 
in a condition to contend for dominion with 
tkeir powerful rival. If any fta.te or dty at .. 
tempted to ihake off their authority, imme
diate ~nd fevere puni1lunent reduced them to. 

obedience, and ihuck terror into the. neigh ... 
bouring communities. While thus theyty
rannized over Greece, the Great King was 
their ally, and the wealth and power of Perfia 
were pledged and prepared to give vigour 
and {uceds to tbeir meafures. 

BUT, notwithftanding this apparent tran
quillity, a revolution was preparing in a quar
ter where they had inflicted the deepeft in
juries, but whence they neit-her expected nor 
apprehended any attempt towards retaliation. 
The four hundred Thebans, who had fled to 
Athens after Phrebidas had taken the citadel, 
were ooniihea by a public decree of the1r 
country. The LacedremoniansJ to give a 
prefumptuous proof of th~ir tyrannical and 
domineering fpirit, ordered the Atheni.1.ns to 
witlidraw their protection from tbei<e unhappy 
exiles, and to expel them from their' city. 
The hUlJlj..nity and generofity, natural aad· pe" 

~ culiar 
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euliar to the Athenians, as well as their gra.. C H "t\l~ 
titude tow't\rds the Thebans; for affording them ;{_ .... 
<1n afylum when they were baniihed by tho 110< •• 1pIIiI 

tpirt.y tyrants, prompted them ~o rejeCt the in-
fal}lOUS propofal. At the fame time, Leoatiades. 
fent forne of bis devo~d.creatures to atfaffinate 
the chief of the exiles; but Androclides alone 
fell a viCtigt tc his iniquitous m3tChinations .. 
Pelopidas, the fon of Hippocles, who aCted 
a difringuilhed part in the deliverance ei 
Thebes, was among the exiles who had 
fought proteCtion in Athens. Elevattd with 
the native courage-cl" his mind, and fired with 
refentment againft the late intl:ances of Spar-
mn treachery and cruelty, he exhorted his 
fellow-exiles no longer to fuifer in filenee... 
but to take up arms at once to avenge theit 
own caufe, and affert the liber~y of their. 
country. "Let us follow," continued he, 
" the exatnpJe of Thrafybulus, who, • with 
heroic magnanimity, let out from Thebes with 
a handful of brave men to .G{ual the oppreffors 
of Athens. So 4et us, by one blow, for glory 
and revenge, expel the tyrants of our country .. 
and rdl;ore it to its af;1tient ffeedom." 

Tua difcourfe made a deep impre{fion 
on the banitbed Thebans; and, while they 
deliberated by ni8hton thisimporta~t fubject, 

MellG, 
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c<!g.' A P. Mello, one of their number, introduced Phyf
:l(XIl. lidas, his friend, who had juil: arrived from 

• p h Thebes: a man whofe fituation, boldnefs, ami' 
addrefs, fitted ·him for the enterprize they 
meditated. 

THOUGH ftrongly attached to the repub
lican caufe, he followed the changes of go
vemrnrnt, and, by his complaif2.nce, offici
oufuefs, and adulation, had infinun.ted himfelf 
into the good graces and the confid-:nce of 
Leonriades, Archias, and the other Theban 
oppreffors. He w(}s fecretary to the counc:l, 
and no lefs fubfidiary to the pleafures, than 
neceffary to the bufinefs of his matters. 

THE exiled patriots having concerted the· 
plan, and fixed the time of their enterprize, 
communi£ated it to their friends at Thebes. 
\Vhen they had aflembled, 011 the confines of 
Attica, feven "* of the youngdl: and moil: dar
ing, with Pelopidas at their head, difguifed 
themfelves like huntfmen, and, arriving at 
the gates towards evening, paiTed unfu[pc{ted. 
They were concealed in the houfe of Charon 
that night and the following day. 

ON the eventful evening that fummoned 
them to ftrike for Thehes and independence, 

* Xenoph. p. 566, 

t the 
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the crafty Phyllidas had prepared a ~ifi- C H" A Y.a 

,cent eqtertainment for -two qf the ty~nts, XXlf~' 

Archias and Ph.ilip; and promifed to render 
the rcpa.ft more exqujfit~ .lnff jlllurilfg by the 
~omp.lI1Y of the moil: beautiful women in dlC 

city. 
THE banquet of Phyllidcls contained the. 

moit luxurious viands to gratify the [eufes» 
and the richeft wines to diiTolve the foul ill 
pleafure. But in the height of their feftivity 
and voluptuous expeCtations, a mdft;:nger ar
lived from Athens;) with letters that con
tained a circumilantial account of the whole 
confpiracy. 1 he courier; ;with marks of 
bafie and agitation, defired to fee Archia~, 

and, having delivered the pacquet into his 
hand, informed him, that his AthenianJriend 
de fired he V> ould read the letters immediately, 
for they re1J.ted to jr£cus qjjairs. An.hiac; 
replied, fmiling, "Serious ajjairs to-mor"ow,>q. 

and, putting them unopf'ned under his pillow, 
continued the debauch. Phyllidas ,now Tit .... 

tired to introduce the confpirators, difguifed 
like women of pleafure. Their arms wltrei 
concealed by their female vdhnen tS I and their 
faces overJ11adowed by. wreaths of pine and 
poplar. At their arrival, the tyraQts, intoxi .... 
cated with voluptuoufnefs and win~, fet'.t. up: 

loud' 
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eat A P. loud 1houts of JOYl when, at a given fignaT, 
~XU. the con{piratoUi hew their daggers, and laie,l 

II the tyrants at their feet. Charon and Menc 
had been the .chief aCtors in this fcene; but 
an important part of the work remained be ... 
hind; to dlfpatch Leontiades, and the other 
fupporters "of the ufurpauon. Conducted by 
Phylli.das, who was frill unfufpeB:ed, the con
fpirators found the houfes of the magiftrates 
open to receive them. Leontiades, who was 
afleep, awaked at the tumult, and, arming 
himfe1f with his [word, boldly fought in his 
own defence; it was referved to Pelopldas tQ 

rid the earth of,thjs early contrIver and chief 
a,llettor of the Theball calamities and difgrace. 
His alTociates fell by the hands of the other 
confpirators. 

THE tyrannicide being thus accomplii11cc, 
wi~ equal celerity and fuccefs, couriers were 
fent to the Thracian plain, to inform the 
Theban exiles, who immediately fet out for 
the {eene of attion. The confpirators next 
opened the- different prifons, which were fil
led with th¢ unhappy victims of tyrannical 
oppreffion. FIve hundred captives were re
leafed, who formed a confider<lble acceffion of 
fu-ength to their deliverers. They furnifhed 
themklve:' with arms from the arfenals, which 

they 
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they 'brok.e open. The whole city was bow C H A. P. 

in a ftate of agitation, uncertainty, and ter- xxu. 
ro-r. The houfes, though ut midnight, were 
illuminated with torches; tllii. Jtreets were 
crowded with multitudes pailing and repaffing, 
without knowing whither they went; ~ 
all longed, with impatience and anxiety, for 
the return of the da.wn, that they might learn. 
the caufe of thefe diforders, and know what 
deftiny awaited them. In the midft of this 
tumult, a herald annonnced, with a loud voice> 
the death of the tyrant-s" and invited the 
friends of freedom to arm in the gloriou.s 
c.tufe. Among the fidt"wao obeyed this 
fLUnmOl1S to liberty was'the celebrated Epa
minpndas, the ft:m of Polymnis. The philo-
fophy of Pythagoras, which he had ftudied, 
torbade him to take an a~hve part in the 
.confpiracy, left he might pollute his ha1Jds 
with th~ blood of his fellow-citizens. ~Bu~ 
after the revolutiull in fuvour ~f liberty.as 
jlccomplifhed, he armed with alacrity in the 
caufe of his country; and his example gave 
new animation to the Theban youth, wh&, 
like him, had borne, with indignant reluc-
tance, the opprefiive yoke of the Spartan go
vc:rmnent. 

N.lkXT morn~ the exile. arrived Trom·the· 
Thrad:lll 
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It k A p. Thracian plain, and the people were futn-
;¥xn. moned to affemble. Surrounded with a nu

merous hand of adherents, which continue2. 
to increafe from all quarters, Pelopidas and 
his friends went to' the market-place; ex
plained to the people the neceffity' of the 
revolution; and, with the unanimous confent 
of tbeir fellow- citizens, refrored the antient 
~nd republican form of government. At the 
[arne time, a folemn fac.rifice was offered to 
the -gods, by the {acred minifters of religion, 
for the reftoration of the public hberty. At 
the clofe of the folemnity; the people rofe up 
with loud acch:.mations, and received the (""On

federated patriots as' the avengers and deli\er
ers of their country. Pelopidas, lVlellu, and 
Charon, were then elecl:ed breotarchs, or 
chief magifrrates . 

... ON the night of the confpiracy, the Lace
,drertionian garrifon, which held pofTeffion of 
th. citadel, c by unaccountable negligence, 
cowardice, or infatuation, beheld the [cene of 
j:umult and diforder, without interpofing to 
prevent the revolution from taking place. 
Three thoufand Thebans had taken refuge in 
the Cadmrea, which wa" garrifoned by fifteen 
hundred Lacedremonians; yet they made n0 

. efforts to defend the Spar:.tan governors ~ or 
government; 
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~overnm~nt; but only difpatched cQuriers to 
the capital, to relate the ne:w,s of the confpi
pcy, and to pemand an immedi;.lte reinforce- --
ment. 

V ERY different was .the condua of PelG
pidas ·and his dfociateS', on the fame mem~
rable occafion; not blinded by fuccefs, they 
neglected no precaution that could enfure the 
accomp'lifhmcnt of their meafures, and'" the 
rc-eil:ablif11ment of the commonwealth. They 
ordelcd the me.tYcngcrs, whom they had fcnt 
to ;,lc.quaint tIle ThLban cxilf"s with the dc
ftl"uClwll of th..::ir opprdlors

l 
to proceed w·jth 

all cxpedit:Qll to Athcll';".?~c~mn)unicate the 
tidir:.;;s of the f(1 OllltJOll( and to implol e the , 
j,nmcciiate aid of the Ath:ni,Ul<;. This rc-
tIULil: Y\";1S infi"nt!y c0mp]jed ,,,itll; the Athe
l1i'l1') cmbl,lu.d the Pi _Linus opportunity of 
(kp,Ci~:t~g thclr enemies and. elevating their 
f, .... i1d6. A coniidcl..lbl: aI,l1Y \\;1:, ord(;f.!d to 
tIll relief of "the Th. ... b.ws, which a~rivcd at 
'f J~\"b~s the Jay ,tfter Pe10piJas had com
PI .. vel the I evolution . 

..1 

..-\::-"1 '"A 1 r D by thi., reinforcement, the 
Thcb",.<, h..1(~l\'cd to ~tLlcl~ the Cauflu;;a Wltla 
t:l.:: comhncu <lrm)'. .L}cwrding to" Xeno
}hon, \Jvl.lOfr.: narr.::.tiye appL,~rs the moil: JU-

\TOI. II. II II tbenti(~ 
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C nAP. then tic, the garrifon furrendered in the courf~ 
XXII. of a few days; on condition of being permitted 

..... -- to retire in fafety, and to retain their arm~ 
But, while they provided for their own fecu
rity, agreeably to that ftrong and unconquer
able barbarity which marked the character of 
their countrymen, they totally abandoned, to 
the refelltment of the conquerors, thofe 
wretched Thebans who had devoted them
felves to the intereft of Sparta, and taken re
fuge in the citadel. Many of them fell vic
tims to the vengeance of the oppofite faaion,; 
a few only were ~faved by the interceffion of 
the Athenianst/f;\~le only nation of antient 
Europe, except tht! Sicilians, who feern to.. 
have had any feelings of pity, or tinCture of 
humanity. 

WHEN the garrifon marched from the Cad
m::ea, and arrived at Megara, they found CIe
ombrotus coming to their affifiance, at the 
head of a powerful army. If he had arrived 
a day earlier, he might have preferved the ci
tadel; but the ~tardy meafures of the Laced£
monians frequently defeated their entcrprizes. 
The three commanders who had furrendered 
the citadel were brought to trial; two of 
them were condemned to death, and fo great 

• Xenoph. 
a fine 
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~.Jtne impofed upon the third, that, unable to C H '.a. p .. 

pay it~ he went into voluntary banilhment. XXII • 

•• PELOPIDAS obtained the honour of this • i 

~eyolution, which, for the wifdcm and mag-
"animity with which if was concerted, ~he 
adm~rable, though fimple addrefs, by which 
it was conducted, and the intrepid courage by 
which 1t was accompli{hed, is fcarcely t:) be 
paralleled in the annals of the Grecian repub-
lics. It gave a new political exifience to the 
Thebans, led them to a train of heroic at
chievements, and rendered their hifio,y as 
illu11:riotls as it had formerly ~e~n obfcu.re. 

THE rebellion of the ~eblhs, as it was 
caned at Sparta:, wounded ~e-f>ride, and pro
voked the refentment of that tyrannical re
puhlic. The Ephori and the fenate imme
diJtely refolved to puninl their levolted fub
ied~ with exemplary feverity. Agefi1~us, 
unner pretence of his great age, declined the 
,'olnmand, which was conferred. 011 Cleom
hrotlls, who had lately fuc,ceded to king 
~\.,efi.polis. In the midfr of winter he en
ttred Bceotia, at the head of a flrong army; 
but his operations wert- neither vigorous nor 
decifive. Nothing was perfurmed worthy of 
the Spartan n~rle. At the end of the cam
paign he returned to Sparta, haviZlg· rent a 

Ii 11 2 COll-
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confiderable detachment of his army to the 
garnfon at Thefpire, which Was commanded 

!*!i'~_-- by Sphodrias. 

CH A P. 

XXII. 

MEANWHILE, the Athenians, partly from 
their natural ficklenefs, partly from the}1 
dread of the Spartans, againft whoie forces 
they thought themfelves unable to take the 
field) re~ounced their alliance with the The
bans, and puniihcd, by imprifonment or exile, 
fuch of the citizens as had favoured their 
caufe. The Theban chiefs, who forefaw the 
ruinous effeCts of this defertion, contrived, 
accordmg to Xetnophon, a fingular ftratagem 
to recover th'" A f1).!!nian alliance. They fent 
emitiaries to b.1""1h0.irias, who commandeo the 
garn[on at Thefpi:r, "to propofe to him, as 
an exploit that would aggrandife his name, to 
11:ize the Pirxus by furprizc, the principal 
orhament and defence of Athens; an aCtion 
wKich would tranfillit hi& memory to-f~ture 
time'>, and raife his fame above the glory of 
Phrebida<;, who became fo iJIl1111ious :lnd re
nowned at Sparta, by furprizing, in a fimilar 
manner, the citadel of Thebes." 

SPHODRJAS, whofe vanity and ambition 
prompted him to willi for an opportunity of 
performing a fplendid aCtion, undertook the 
enterprIze with alacrity and confidence. He 

fet 
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it out frbm Thefpire early in the morning, C HAP. 

in expectation to reach the Pin~us before the XXII. 

dawn of the next day. But, as the diftance ' · 
petween Thefpire and Athens .fxcecded forty 
miles, the morning overlook him in the Thra-
cian prain near Eleufis, whofe aftonialed in-
habitants conveyed the intelligence to Athens. 
Finding his plan J.ifcovered, he. mme a 
ihameful retreat, after having ravaged the 
country. This perfidious ddign, and the 
atrocious conduct of Sphodrias in plundering 
the peaceful villages, enraged the Athenians; 
who immediately fent amb1tffadors h) Sparta, 
loudly complaming of tY itjuftice ~nd the 
infuIt. The Spartans, a~ding to cuftom, 
difavowed the conduct of Sphodrias. He 
wa~ fummoneJ bef01"e the council, and tlied; 
but W.1S prc[erved from death by the influence 
of Agefilaus. A tender friendihip, wet are 
told, had long joined, in the moft cordial 
uIlion, Archidamm, the [un o{ the Spartan 
king, and Cleonymu~, the [on of Sphodrias; 
and, that the interceifion and tears of the for-
mer, for the father of his friend, induced Age-
l1laus to ~ntcrpofe with authority in his be-
h,-tIf. 

SUCH is the account of Xenophon, wh~ 
has tOe) oft-:n cmployed the artful3.mf'elaquent 

H h 3 ilmplicity 
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fimplicity of his rtyie to difguife and emb~-, 
1 i th (orne of the mot\ criminal tranfaaions of 

.... --- the LacedGeffionians. From the conduct of 
Agefilaus, it.is evident, that the unjuft an(i 
perfidious plan of Sphodrias proceeded upori 
his authority, or at leaft with his knmviedge; 
and the abfurdity of the tale, related by 
Xena.phon, to account for the acquittal of the 
cnminal commander, is fo grofs and glaring, 
that one is amazed to think how it could im
pofe even on the credulity of the Greeks. 
The Athenians beheld it in its true light; 
and, confidering ~le acquittal of Sphodrias as 
a participation'\o~5 crime, refolved imme
diately to rene\\~ tlthr alliance with Thebes~ 
and made the moil: vigorous preparatlOns for 
war. 

AGESILAUS now aifumed the command of 
the tarmy againft Thebes, which amounted to 
eighteen thoufand foot, and fifteen hundred 
horfe. He engaged in frequent fki"mii11es 
with the enemy, but performed nothing im
portant, or adequate to his former reputation. 
By thefe frequent, but undeciGve h0fl:ilities, 
he inftruacd the Thebans in the art of war, 
and difciplined them for greater fervices. 
f":habrias, the celebrated Athenian general, 
otFered him. battle near Thebes; but [u<-h wa~ 

the 
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the advaptageolfs poution of his troops, a.nd C H A 'P. 

'tile ex(.cllent order in which they were drawn XXII • 

. up, that the Spartan king, notwithl1anding 
his fuperiority of numbers, declined the com", 

" bat, and retreated with JJ.is afmy from Thebe.,. 
After' his retreat, the 'Thebans proved victo
rious in every encounter with the enemy. 
When he returned to Sparta to be cured of 
his wounds, Antalcida~ f~).ld to him in raillery, 
" Thefe are the rewards you have obtained 
for teaching the Thebans to conquer." The 
other Spartan genculs were equally unfortu
nate: Phrebidas, who hag fucceeded to the 
command of Thefp~x, \"as .totally 'defeated 
and l1ain; and the Laced~rJnian commander 
fell by the hand of Pc1o~s, in the battle of 
Tanagra. 

WHILE hoftilities w",rc thus carried on 
fuccefsfully at l~nd, the Athenians again 
proved victorious at fea. Chabrias, who was 
equally qualified to difcharge the duties ~f 
admiral and general, attacked lhe LacedCEmo
nian fleet, commanded by Pollis, near the ifle 
of Naxos, and, notwithfianding their fuperi
ority of numbers, gave them a total defeat. 
Timotheus, the fan of Con on, and who [u[
tained, by his v;-: lour and exploits, the fame 
of his illuftrious father, cOlllloonded t'he 

H h 4- largeft. 
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Iargc:ll: divifion of the fleet in the IOl1ian fe;!,. 
After having ddl:royed the chief naval arma
ment of the Spartans. he ravageJ the COJfiR' 

of Laconia, awl laid the iflalld~ of CorcYLl, 
Zacinthus, and Leuca,diJ, under heavy con
tributiom. A general dcfcrtion prevaikLI 
among the Laceda:monian dependencies: 
Chio~ ~nd Bizantium, with many other fiJtc~, 
abandoned the S partrrn connexion, and once 
more placed themfelvL3 under the pwteC1:ion 
of Athens. 

LYCuRqus, in one of the threc laws 
vdlich he Llllcd Rhcetrce, forbade the L:lcc
d.rmc;li.lIlS to l$nakc W.lr frequently on the 
L1l11C em my, left, ~f' compelling them to ce
fend themfelves, they ilioulH teach them 1O 

be expert foldiers. It wa~ by this war or 
{l';'lrmiil1cb, in frequent, though undecihvc .. 
campalgm, that Pdopidas tr.:incd his [oldier::, 
to th~ u{~ of arm'>, and tauoht them to rront 

• .:> 

the Sp,utJ.ns ip the field w~thout terror or 
dilm.ly. 

THE aa~on at Tegyra was of a P10rc im
portant nature, and fcrved as a prelude to tLc 
battle at Lcu~tra. The 1 hlban army ,vere 
returning from Archomcno'l, they found the 
Laceda;moni.ll1s, polled to intercept them '1-:ar 
Tegyra. t One of the foldiers ran with t1 e-

pid.1tiol\ 
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1'tdation to Pelopidas, calling out, "We have 
fallen into the hands of the ~nemy." "Say 

473' 
C H A B. 

XXlI. 

rather," replied the gencr131, " that the enemy ___ r ...... ' 

have fallen into ours." Immooiatc1y he Of-
\ . 
dered. his cav]],-:' tf) ;:1dval1ce to the front, c-tlld 

begin the comhat. II.: kl)C'W that the flCrect 
battalion, which was all his infantry, would 
break through the enemy, though much fu
perior in number: After a fierce and vio
lent onfet, the two gener.11s of the Laced~mo
nians were killed, and their troops were dif .. 
perfcd, and fled in diforder. 

TH I b little encounter was, in fome mCil

{ure, the fouree ()f the greai events which 
followed. It 'had never L ~,;J known in any 

former engagement, either againft the Per
fians or Greetk~, that the Lacedxmonh!1~ 
were defeated with the fuperiority of number~ 
on their fiae. They now loft that honfJur 
able diftinction, and the Theb.1ns, in their 
turn, ilruck terror into thofe who had inti
midated all Greece. 

BEFORE this period, the Thebans had been 
confidered in an inferior and contemDtlble 

~ 

light, and were held in deteftation by the 
Greeks on account of thei; fonner alliJ.llc,; 
with Xerxes. While the other ftates of Gw.).:e . ) 

firuggled for pre-eminence, or cop-tended for 
glory, 
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.C HAP. glory, -the Thebans d~voted tl;tqnfe1ves)! 
XXII. their intereft: The appearance of two lex

traordin~I;Y men, Pelopidas and E paminondas, 
is fuppofed to-have given flO clevat,ion to their 
natural character, and',to have remlered then{ 
as ambitious of conqueft and renown 'as ,they 
had formerly been for quiet and prefervation. 
But -although the uncommon a"ilities an~ 
virtues of two great men, and the :t1il1 more 
uncommon union and friepdlhip which pre
yailed between thofe who were naturally ri
vals, might be of confiderablc confeq\lence in 
roufin3 the fpirit of ~heir countrymen, yet it 
does not [cern if-afouable to concur with the ge
neral opinion iIi 2~rib.ing to this circumfia,tpce 
alone the afcendancy which Thebes had ac
quired over republics, which had formerly be
held her with contempt. An a<;cidental caufe 
ft:c1J1s inadequate to produce perman~nt effects. 
Viclory in <1n engagement may be owing to the 
fuperior {kill, and aaivity of the commander; 
a iyftcm of public meafures, hjghly beneficial 
to a nation, may be adopted and carried into 
execution by one illuftrioils man j but to en
[lIre a continued courfe of fuccefs during a 
war which lafted for feveral years; to beftow 
rcfources on a people who Wf:re totally, dt:
prived of them; to elevate a .repul?lic above 

rivals 
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tix.al~ as fu perior ) to her' in courage as in 
po~r; are operations far heyo~d .the abilities 
and inft.uence of :lingle men. If we examine ______ .. «,1 

philofophically the revolutiorfs of Greece, 
other.~aufes will appear to account for the 
elevation which Thebes now afiumed above 
the neighbouring republics. 

THE calamities which the Athenians and 
Spartans occafioned to one another, as well 
as to their neighbours, by their ambitious 
ftruggles for pre-eminence; the perpetual 
contefts which, for more than half.a century, 
had been exhaufting the. ftr~ngth of thefe 
republics, augmented the re1¥ive iOJportance 
of the [urrounning ftates, '~e of whom, by 
:l felicity rare in that age, were fo fortunate at: 
to enjoy long intervals of tranquillity. 

THEBES, in particular, had, by fur~ but 
fi.lent fieps, arrived at power, and gradJJal1y 
extended her authority over the fmaller com
munities in Breoria *. Neithe.r Athens nor 
Sparta had been alarmed by her progrefs, and, 
vigilant to check the encroachments of each 
other, they had neglected to prevent the in
,reafe of a republic, whofe reputation and 

• By the peace of Antalcidas, the Bceotian cities were 
declared independent; but in two campaigns af~er the war 
of the allies commenced, Pelopidas recovered them all to the • 
dQmlllion of Thebes. 

IU1'tre 
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C HAP. Iuftre long continued inferior to her, r~ 
i 

XXII. power. W!len the Spartans at length.be-
came fenfible of their error, they acted with 
fuch injuftice'J violence, and oppreffion, as 
drove the Thc:bans tq defpair; and, having 
[pumed an odious and ignominious yoke, they 
thr~w it off [or ever. 

TIi.E Theba'~s \'.ere more remarkable for 
frrength of body than ingenuity of 11' ind; and 
though, Pindaf excepted, they were little ad-
01.1:.:d to the rurfuit of illtdlettu.11 exe-ellence 
0;:- litcr.uy faIne, yet they cultivated, w1th pe
culiar ~:1rc, the gymnafiic exercifcs, which 
gave the. addrc\? and dexterity of art to the 
fl:rcngth of the"Ji...6'igantic members. The 
ty; aImy and opprcffion of Sparta firfr fouted 
th,..:ir p.111iollC' ,1l1J their feelings, and the col
l;llon or opr )11n,2; bodies kindled that lpark 
\V hich animated them 'Nith a new exiftence, 

e 
:l!1d infrlrcd them with the love of fr.:edom 
~:!d of Ln:e. "They parfucd every method to 
render their .unh~tion fuccdsfuI. Th(.,v had in-

" trociuccJ a flgid (yf,cm of lllij;r,u-y difcipline; 
had made contid~rJ.bk impr(jvem~nts in the 

'1- r 1 I' 1 I excn.'l e Ul ca v •. ry, ail, 111 t le gener J. ar ... 
rangClTILnt ~ll(l m.l1:;J.'lt\ (:s of an army. 

PJ:RSO;,;.\L fri\..',l(lihlP, emubtion, and that 
fpirit or afiociatlOl1 often infpired by the ne

cdlity 
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C H A? ceffity of felf-defence, prodltced a combilll

ti~ where each came under the mofl: facred 
engagements to defend his companions to his ---
·kft breath. .. This combinati<Jn, which was 

XXII·' . 

called" the facred ba1l6," ~an{ifted origin::!lly 
of tTItee hundred meri, in the prime of life, 
and of tried fidelity, and was long confpicuous 
in the annals of Greece. 

A T this critical time two illuftrious men 
flarted up to improve the favourable incidents 
of the times, and give a direction to the affair,;; 
of their country. 

THI:SE were Pelopid.l!:> and Ep,uninon(h~. 
A fcv",re perlectltion, to \vhich the diiU~l1cs 
of Pytbdgora'l had been e.~ed in It ... !), com
pelled the few, who (QuId dC<lpe from th~~ 

bal bal ity of their enClhld, tOo t,lkc {Ld ter in 
Greece. III this nati.ve foil of [litnu.; tf-,ev 
found proteCtion and r~fpe(1, and were em
ployed to infimCt youth in the tenets of'their 
philoforhy. Hence the Thlb~.n1)li" as thefe 
heroes have bctn calkd, £i.mnd prLccrtors, who 
pointed out the path which kads to "irt:1C 

and to glory. Pdopid.ls v,as ddcenJc:d .from 
one of th~ chief famIlies of 1 h"bes, and edu
cated in the grcateft affiu,:nce; but even in 
early youth he applied his fortune to the nob:lc:fr 
purpofcs, in raiiing the worthy, who\\Ter:: dc-

pr..::tTed. 
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preiTed, to their proper rank and ftation in life~ 
He excelled in the gymnaftic exercifes, fo mych 

....... --- efteemed by the Greeks; and, from qualities 
more meritoripus and more eJ}imable, wa.; 
early marked out,by hi~ country as the perfon 
moll: worthy of adminiftering the affairs of the 
government. He was fix times elected to the 
firft d~gnities in the republic, and always {uf
taitled the reputation which he early acquired 
for patriotifm, courage, and good conduct. 

EPAMINONDAS was horn and educated in 
that honourable poverty, which, in thofe ages, 
was afiociated with the ideas of integnty and 
virtue. . He applied to the martial and manly 
exe:cifcs, which w~~e beld in fuch high repu
tatiol\ by his country, only fo far as to pre
p,u-e him for the,Jabuurs and occafions of ami ... 
lit.lry life. lIe tludied the Pythagorean philo .. 
1.Ophy under Lyfis; a philolophy which did 
no~ train its votaries to barren and abfiracted 
{peculation, but formed them to public life, 
and the fervice of their country. Placed at 
tidt in a fubordinatc il:ation, he verified his 
own maxjrn, that the office derive's dignity 
from the man, not the man from the office.. 
A love of veracity and virtue, tendernefs, hu
rnaF~tj, .:nd an exalted patriotifm, were the 
genuine offspring of his llature or education; 

'* and 
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and to there qualities he added uncomlOOn~.. C HAP 

netkrtion and fagacity, a felicity· in: improving XXII. 

incidents, a confummate 1kill in the art of ---... 
~l'lr, and unconquerable patience of toil and 
diftref,,; a boldnefs in ~ter.prize, vigour. and 
magnanimity_ All thefe talents he adorned 
with that eloquence which was then the great 
engine of power, and which gave hint the 
fame afcendancy in council, which his valour 
ahd fuperior conduCt did in the field. By thefe 
heroes,who, though rivals, were always ii-iends, 
Thebes rofe to power and dominion. 

ABOUT this time Egypt revolted fr9m the 
Perfian yoke, and Artaxerxes rilade powerful 
preparations to reduce that .province. Well 
acquainted with the martial fame of the 
Greeks, he {en'l his emiifaries to raife foldiers 
in Greece; and neither Athenian.) nor Spar
tans difdained to become his mercenar~s 7 

• driven frQm thei'f country, either by neceffity 
or the fpirit of adventure, twcJlty thoufand 
men forfook their families, and embarked in 
the expedition againft Egypt. Iphicrates, ~t 
the requcft of Pharnabazus. the commander 
of that expedition, was placed at fhe head of 
the Oreek t-roops. Befi(les the twenty thou
{and I Greeks~ Pharnabazus had two -tl-undted 
thoufand Perfians. -and fi've hunqred !hips i 

bllt 
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en A P. but this mightyarmatnent efreCl:ed nothing 
XXII. of importanoe. The kings of Perfia,t in 

thofe times, pretended to direct from Ithcit 
cabinet all the tranfa(.9:ions of a diftant cam ... , -
paign; and tr,lC)::4 out to their generals.. plans 
of military operations; from which the:y were 
l~ot to depart without new orders from court. 
\Vha,..tever abiliti~s a commander might pof
L[s, his hands were bound; he was afraid 
to exceed hit. puwers, for, by gainiLg a vic
tory, he might Joie 1.is head. If the council& 
cf 1 phicratcs had been fullo'Vled, .l\1emphi'i 
might h~ {e been taken by furprize, and all 
Egypt' recOV~I'cd; but, as PhJ.rnabazu~ ,,!aited 
fur the inihuC110ns of a dlibnt court, his 
t,l1 rty mcai~lres prolonged the dominion of 
t~lC EM ptidn king. Iphicrates withdrew to 
fl.thens ~lt~l dl[t,Uft and di[dain. 

THE Thebans, who refufed to follow the 
hmd.:, d of Ai taxerxes, about this time totally 
d-':lhoyed Thefpix and Platrea, and expelled 
the inh.loit,mts. The Platreans implored the 
protecl!on of the Athenians, though in alli
~U1ce ,." ith Thebe'). 'r heir pa~ fei vices and 
preicnt fuffc] ing'), their intreaties and their 
tears, prevalkd on the humanity of the Athe
n~lb ·~tl grant them an afylum in their city. 

ALL 'G~('ece now beg ... n to grow weary of a 

wart 
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war, which had its origin -in the injuftice and C II A P. 

op~ffion ofSparta~ and which had no other XXII. 

'rerdency than to confirm the afcendancy of 
n:.~~ate, whofe tyranny and ipfolence had 
been .lQng intolerable; or t9 _elevate another 
to a pre!eminence which" would be dangerous 
to her neighbours, and deftruCl:ive to herfe1f. 
The Athenians, difgufted with the infolenee 
and cruelty of the Thebans, in deftroying the 
c.ities of Thefpire and Platrea, and in their 
recent attempt to commit depredations in 
Phocis, were difpQ[ed to renew their alliance 
with the Spartans. -4cquainted with thiQ 
ftate of the 6rt;cian affairs. 'and. needing new 
[upplies to reduce his revolted fubjeCl:s in 
Egypt, Artaxerxes fent a new embaffy to the 
feveral ftates of Greece, defiring them to lay 
down their arms, and to accommQclate all dif-
ferences according to the trea.ty of Antal .. 
cidas. 

A CONVEN TION of deputies was held at 
Sparta. The orators, Calliftratus and Anto
des, were fent by the Athenians; Agefilaus 
appeared on the part of Sparta; while Epa"'t 
minondas was appointed by the Thebans to 
[upport the dignity and the interefts of their 
republic. After deploring thofe u.,nMpPl 
animofities~ which had led to civiJ. bf.Odaled, 

Vat. II. I i an" 
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C HAP. and the general degradation of..Qreece, it was 
XXII. propofed to- renew the peace of Antakidas, 

... --- which was equally favourable to all the GreCfall 
communitiq. To this propofal all parties ~C,!, 
cerned unanim~n~f1y agreed. When Epw.ninon
das offered to fign the treaty in the nalne of the 
Bceotian confederacy, Agefilaus aiked, wht
ther the T'hebans intended to comply with 
the treaty, by granting ind~pendence to Beeo
tia? On the other fi.de, Epaminondls de
manded, whether Sparta "hJ.d determined to 
gran t independence to Laconia? " Shall the 
Breotians' be free?" (,ud the Spartan king, 
rifing in wrath; "Yes," replied Epamin:m
<las, II ~ henever you reftore li:berty to the La
cedcemonians and MeiTcnians." 

THEN, a ;L;reffing the deputies of the con
fedlratcs, he expofed, in its true light, the na
ture of the treaty they were about to fanCtion. 
" Convened to eftabliili the general freedom 
of Greece, you are going to confirm the def
potifi11 of a 'tyrant. The treaty, in appear
ance, reilores liberty to every community, 
fmall and great;" but its real object is, that 
Thebe::. ihould diminiili her own l1rength by 
giving freeuom to the Bu'otian ftates, while 
S~~r'l \ retained ill [ubjeCtion its numerous 
allies, ~ ho[e feI vices ilie would demand on th(~ 

firft 
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firft occafion. If you now confent to the 
deI'!;ruCtion of the Theban power, while that 

ellA P. 
XXII. 

Qf Sparta remains unimp:tired, you deftroy ---.... 11 

vopr fole defence againft Lace~a:monian ty-
rannYl .. and place the yoke .Q.f..[ubjeaion upon 
your awn necks. But If any portion of Gre-
cian fpirit remains, if the memory of your 
!l.llceftors frill lives within you, you will pro-
tt:ct rather than deftroy this new temple to 
liberty, and will fdlow the aufpicious ex-
ample of its votuies, who have nobly af .. 
[erted their f~, and confirmed it by their 
fwords. 

THIS firm and animated'dif,ourTe;founded 
on principles of truth and juftice, funk deep 
'l'nto the hearts of the deputies. Though 
they APPEARED to be convinced by the long 
and laboured reply ~ of Agefilam, ann were 
REALL Y intimidated by the power of Sparta, 
yet they carried with them from the aifembly 
the fentiments of the patriotic Epaminondas, 
and diifeminated them in Greece. 

THEBES, now excluded from the treaty of 
peace, was expnfed to all the vengeance of 
the Spartans) and, without f)~d or ally, had, 

.. It was on this occauon that Epaminon~ f~'':'! have 
'ompd!ed the Spartans to lengthen their mGn~Jlables.'l • 

I i ~ 
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C HAP. to all appearance, armed againft itfelf the ge .. 

XXII. neral confederacy of Greece. Bilt Epami
nondas and the Thebans well knew, that this 
confederacy W(lS more nominal than real. The 
Spartan allies ~r~ hy no means co~dlal in 
their caufe; and the Athenians, although they 
might endeavour to deprefs the pre-eminence, 
WOl.1~ not defert the diftrefies of Thebes. The 
Spartans too had degenerated from their an·
tient charaCter; and the t1:rcngth of the fiate 
was impaired by their frcqllcnt and almol1 un
interrupted hofrilltiec;. TM'iaws of Lycur
gus had, in a great me~1Ure, ceafed to govern 
them; wealth, and luxury had been intro
duced, and become general; and fuch of the 
antient inftitutions as frill remained in force, 
tended, upon a change of circumfiance~, to 
produce pernicious inftead of beneficial effeCts. 
While the Spartans remained fatisfied with 
their fimplicity of manners, poverty, and he .. 
roic virtue, the law which difcouraged all 
inttircourfe with ftrangers, and prohibited 
them from being admitted to the rank of 
citizen~, was in frria: conformity to the pecu
liar fpirit an~ q~:..raaer of the Lacedremonian 
confritution.) But when they departed from 
thciP~e~ maadms, became ambitious, opu
lent, vict&rious, almoft always engaged in war, 
not for defence, but for conqueft and domi-
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nioll, the idea of preferving the citizens a CHAP" 

XXII. body feparate and detached from the ref! of 
mankind, wa~ abfurd and impolitic. As they ---... 
never thought of incorporating (the conquered 
nation,s, or affociating th£.ir-.fllies with their 
citixns, it was impoffible for them to con ... 
tinue conftantly employed in war, without 
being at length expofed to inevitable deftruc-
tion. Not only the defeat, hut even the vic-
tol), which deprived them of their valuable 
citizens,~ a public calamity; every 10[s was 
irreparable ;-~ ..... notwithfianding thefr expe-
dients to prevent ti'1t-j -effeCt, the numbers of 
the Spartans gradually decr'eaftld. 

A LONG courfe of hO,fiilities had deprived" 
n1pm of the befi half of their citizens; their 
antient renown was tarnjilied in the battle of 
Tegyra; and neither their allies, wItom they 
oppreffed, nor their fubjeC1:s, whom they en
flaved, were likely to be formidable antago
nills in the field. 

THIS great contefi, which- involved the 
fate of two powerful republics, was foon 
brought to the decifion of' he fword. It was 
determined in the Spartan nate to invade 
BCl!otia without delay. A!:,efi us was pre
vented by ficknefs from taking t cQtnroan,d, 
which, by hIS advice, was entru~d to his 

I i 3 colleaguo 
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C HAP. colleague Cleombrotus, who mar:hed with~ 
XXII. 0 It dday into the enemies country, with an 

army of t'\,velvc thoufand men, levied chiefly 
froA'l the L2.cedremonian allies, who foHowed 
him with reiutta&f'. r They pene trate? into 
Breotia, by the way of Phocis, and encamped 
near the village of Leuttra. Their numbers 
were greatly increafed by the arrival of Ar
chidamus with a !hong reinforcement. The 
united forces now amounted to twentv-~ur 

J 

thoufand foot, and fix teen hund!~u horfe. 
The Theban cavalry were ne..1.rly at; numerous, 
and far fupcrior in val(}Or and in difcipline; 
~ut their infantry, we are told, fcarcely ex
ceeded fl',: thoufand. ,:' 

The Th,::bans, who were encamped on the 
mountains which overlooked the plain, were 
feized with terror when they beheld the pro
digious extent of the Spartan camp. Of the 
fix generals who ihared with Epaminondas 
in the command, feveral firongly oppofed 
engagirlg an cnemy fo fuperior in number, 
and endeavoured to)ntimidatc the troops by 
the arts of fuper11rlion: all the omen::., they 
declared, we~.e· jdl1iciolls. The philofophi
cal and hig minded commander replied by 
a vet:!.,..~~ :;mer": 

Wjthou~ a fign, hIS [word the brave man draw$, 
And atks no. omen but hIS country's cau[e. 

At 
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At the fame time, to revive the coura.ge of 
the foldiers, he oppbfed fuperftjtion to fuper .. 

CH AP .. 

XXII. 

ftition. lVleifengers were faid to have come ' __ oMII ... : ' ... 

from Thebes, reporting omens and auguries 
vf a more fortunate l~ind: the former im-
preffit5n was effaced, a11d an "ardour for battle, 
and the hopes of VIctory, {ucceeded to panic 
and defpondency. 

BEF OR E the engageme~, Epaminoncias gave 
permifiion to all thofe who preferred ignoble 
fafety \.o\the cau[e of Thebes, to retire from the 
field. Th-e~ians availed themfelves of this 
permiffion, togethc. ,\;yith that herd of attend
ants which always follow ~n az:my . .....,..~.JJ,e Lace
d:Emonians, deceived by the appearance of an 
1lfmy, exhibited by th~'fe fugitives, oppofe,d 
them with a numerous body of forces, and 
obliged them to return to the Thebans. 
Their return had at leafi the appearance of a 
reinforcement, and gave additional contidence 
to th~ Breotian troops. 

THE Laced~monian army \Vas difpofed, as 
ufual, in the form of a crefcent. Cleomhrotus 
placed him(df at the heaU,of the native troops 
of Sparta, in the right wil~ ~f ,the army, in 
the front of which he ha~ p ed his cavalry. 
The allie~ formed the left win led on by Ar
chidamus. Epaminond~s, havi~ atteiltive1y 

. I i + confidered 
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c: II A P. confidered the arrangement of the enemy, 
XXI I. wifely determined to point his warmeft at

tack againft the Spartans and their king, 
knowing that fuccefs in that quarter would 
probably infure viCtory to the Thebans. As 
the event of th~"'battle was therefore'Lo be 
decided by the exertions of his left wing, he 
formed it into a battalion of fifty deep, that 
it might bear do. all oppofition by the 
weight of its charge, and placed in it the 
flower of his heavy -armed troops. Tlv- facred 
battalion, commanded by PelO)?jQ~s, \~as upon 
his left, and. flanked the .wIloie. The cavalry 
were pl~~ in the van,'to oppofe the Spartan 
hor[e. To prevent the Ti1ebao army from 
l?eing furrounded by the enemy, he extendtd 
his right wing. 

THE cavalry on both fides firft rufhed to 
the engagement j but thofe of the Lacedre
monians were foon repulfed, and in their pre
cipitate retreat difordered the foremoft ranks 
of their own ar.ny. Thrown into confufion 
by their own cavalry, and at the fame time 
attacked by the [ac~d band, a tempor~ry rout 
took place. In 0.1/ critical moment the The
ban general ~(rmed the divifion, which he 
commanded,jlto a wedge-like phalanx, for 
the' pUTpO:t\ of piercing the Lacedremonian 

oottalions, 
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battalions, as foon as they fh6uld charge, as he C HAP. 

expected they would, his right, wing, which, XXII. 

from its extenfion, and confequent thinnefs • 
of the ranks, he imagined would invite their 
attack. \The Lacedrem~ll.ians" as he had ex-
peCle<!: attac.ked his rig'ht wing, and were, in 
their turn, charged in flank by the maffy body 
under the comnland of Epaminondas, 'which 
pierced with irrefiftible impetuofity· t~ the 
place wherf' Cleombrotus fought in perfon 
with hi$\~~partans. The occafion demanded 
the utmofi: exertions of their valour. Nor 
did they, in this inftan~e, dilhonour the Spar-
tan name: they furrounded 'him on every fide~ 
and oppofed their bucklers, their [words, their 
hre'afts in his defence. Fot awhile they re-
fifted all the weight of the Theban phalanx, 
and at 1aft feU with their king, covered with 
honourable wounds. 

ALL that the Spartans could now d~ was 
to prc[erve the corfe of their monarch from 
falling into the hands of the Thebans. After 
the utmoft efforts of valour, they kept pof
feffion of the body; but were obliged to yield 
the glory' of the day to th 'trepid coolnefs 
and confummate :/kill of h pam ondas. 

THE, allies, apprifed of the f~at of the 
Lacedoemonians, and the death ot+"the king, 

betook. 
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CH 1\ P. betook, themfelves to flight, were purfued 
xxu. with confider.able flaughter, and the bravery 

11' of the Thebans, under the guidance of Epa
minondas, ob~ained a complete viCto~y. 

THEIR lofs ,.in •. this battle amou:lted only 
to three hundred men. Of (evel! hundred 
Spartans who fought in the engagement, four 
hundred fell in the field; the Lacedremonians 
loft o"ne thoufand, and the .lIlies two thoufand 
fix hundred men. 

As foon as the Laced,t:rnonians had reached 
their camp, they began t~ be ~~i1:onifhed at 
their overthrow. Spartarhad never rec..::ived 
,euch a blow. ,The defeat was difgrace, and 
the 10fs of the battle was the }O[S of all they 
held dear, of a charader for pre-eminent bra
very, which they had acquired, and hitherto 
{upported. A council of war was called to 
deliberate whether they iliould permit the 
Theoans to ereCt a trophy, or, returning to 
the field, {bould venture a fecond engage .. 
meN. Revolving the loffes which they had 
fuftained, and dlil.rufting their allies, who fo1 .. 
lowed them only/hrough fear, and who{e iU
concealed jOY.,..;l1t' .the defeat gave them little 
confidenc: irj their affiitance, they at laft re
luctantly fy,t a herald to requeft leave to bury 
their deati, and to acknowledge the right of 

2 the 
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the Thebans to erect a trophy of their vic. c ~ A Pit, 

tory. 
WHEN the meffenger of thefe unfortunate 

events re,ched Sparta, and had apquajnted the 
:Ephori ~~th the unexpe&ed Rublic calamity" 
~ruc to' the iron inftitutes of Lycurgus, the, 
irdered the pubJic games, which the inhabit
ants wen~ then (elebrating, to go on without 
interruption 3 ano the individuals, not to de
viate from the Spartan character, received the 
news of the death of fathers, brothers, fons, 
and kin{men, with every outward mark of joy 
and exultation, while .the relations of thofe 
who had fled, either concealed tl)emfelves from 

~ 

public view, or appeared as the only real - , 
Illourner". 

THE inftitutions of Lycurgus tended -chief .. 
ly to infpire military courage. The Laredre ... 
monian who tied in battle was commanded 
either to retire into perpetual baniilimertt, or, 
if he could bear the. alternative, might remain 
defpicable at home. There he was excluded 
for ever from the public affemblies, was ren
pered incapable of all office~, was unprotect. 
ed by the laws, difavowe<U.hK his country, 
being equally fditary and (.ont~{llptible, and 
noticed only for his infamy. Ou occafion of 
'the caiamit0l.1S overthrow at LCllti:ra, the 

ftern 

xxu .. 
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C HAP; item feverity of Sparta yielded to expediency; 
XXII. Agefilaus w~s invefted with fLl] power'! to 

carry the laws into execution.; but the vafi: 
numbers of valuable citizens, who w0uld thus 
be loft to th~ fiat.>. -"obliged him tl facrifice 
the letter of the laws' to the benefit ot'the re-' 
public. "We muit fuppofe," faid he " OU'l':'" 

rever~d inftitutions to have flept for one day, 
henceforth to refume their former power and 
energy;" a fentence v"hich appeared to fecure 
the authority of the laws, while it preferved 
the lives of the citizens. 

THE overthrow at. LcuCtra inftantly pro
duced the moil important confequences. The 
Eleani, Arcadians, and ArgivC's, almoft every 
fiate which had been oppreifc:d by the tyran
ny of Sparta, rejoiced at the mi~:,fortune of 
their tyrant, and prepared to profit by the 
pie[ent weaknefs of the Laceda.!01onians. 

ATHENS alone difplayed an unufual and 
unexpected example of moderation: but it 
was only an (apparent moderation. The 
Athenians, indeed, publicly founded their 
conduct on the former mer.its of the ~partans; 
and airel ttd, tk ,-t the noble defenders of 
Greece, agai,~ft the Pafian invafion, were 
not to be .. f,(tirpated; but the real caufe may 
be attributed to more felfi.£h confiderations. 

Sparta, 
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Sparta, in her prefent fiate of humiliation, c It A P. 

was no longer an object of jealoufy or dread; "'''1UI. 

Thebes, now in the zenith of her power, and 
lliB mC'fe formidable by he,r vicinity to 
Athens, ~as contidered·~ a ~ofi dangerous . / , 

,rival, againfi whom fome balance was to be 
·preferved. From thefe m?tives, the Theban 
herald, who came to J nnounce the vjctory 
~lt LeuCl:ra, and to invite the Athenians to 
loin in totally crufhing the Laccd3:monians. 
'was re~eivcd with coolnefs, and even with 
difrefpeCt. Perceiving faat the defeat of the 
Spartans had placed tbe balance ot- power in 
their hands, they determined,'" if pomble, tq, 
pr~;fcrve it. For this purpofe" the fiates of 
Pc1dponnefus were detached from the Lace
d:rmonian cDnfederacy; and, to prevent any 
people from again acquiring a dangcr'olls af
cendancy in Greece, war. was denounced 
againfi all who would not promifc firictly t. 
"dhere to the peace of Antalcid;ts. 

Two yean, had not elapfed fince the defeat 
at ~uara, till the Spartan confederacy in Pe
)oponnefu~ was crltirely di11olved; while the 
alliance of the Theban:; e~7.r<:l~d 011 all fides. 
They were joined by the EleansJ, Argivcs, and 
Arcadians, and even lome of th~ jnhabitants 
of Laconia: and' their aut hority an'd influence 

were· 
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FHA P. were foon augmented by the a-cceffion of tlie 
XXII • Acarnanians, Locrians, Phocians, and the in

... _-- habitants of Eubrea. The Peloponnefians, 
after being emancipated from the ~ Spartan 
yoke, feem not to h~ye known how Jo enjoy 
or preferve their liberty. The moft cruel 
and fanguinary factIons prevailed in every 
city, that, alternately, as they obtained power, 
expelled or butch.!red each othtr. From 
this general cenfure we mull: except the 
Mantincrans, who, wiiely profiting by the oc
cafion, rcbu~lt their wa1b with aU expedi
tion, and Jnanimoui1v concurred in r..:-efta-

'w 

bWbing their. republican form of govern-
ment. 

SEVERAL circumfiances prevented the The
bans from immediately pm-fuing the b!ow 
which they had given to Sparta in the field of 
LeuCtra; but, after fome time" having colleCted 
the fbwer of their 0 \\ 11 forces and thofe of the 
allies, they entered Laconia at the head of 
fixty or [eventy thoufand men *. So great an 
army had never been aifembled in Greece un
der one fiandard. Refentlijent againfi Sparta, 
and the high Jl'j1utation of Pelopidas and 
Epaminondas, induced the allies, without any . 

• The Gr~ek: hiflorians, Xenophon, Diodorus, Plutarch, 
differ with r...gard to the numbers in the Theban army. 

public 
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pyhlic order Of decree, to obey their fummons C H A ~ 
with alacrity, and follow their. ftandard with XXII. 

confidence. Six hundred years had elapfed 
ii.nce t~e Dorians had taken poffe-Bion of La
cedcrm~l, and, in all th~! ti~e~ no enemy had 
ever -IDvaded their tetritories, nor attacked 
,their city, which, though without walls or 
fortincations, had been defended by the valour 
uf the citizens. But now they had to repel 
the e;-:;.my from the banks of the Eurotas, 
and to defend their capital from hoftile affail .. 
ants. 

To oppo[e the nUlllerous force~ of Thebes, 
theyemPJoyca the aged an'd if-dirm; :md arm
ed fix thoufantl of their helots, promifing to 
(~ii1ancipate them at the dofe of the war ~ 
The faCtious adherents to arifiocratial go
vernment, from Achaia, Argoli:., and Arcadi~ 
at this critical period, took refuge in Sparta, 
and afforded a powerful and fca[onatJIe re
inforcement. 

IN approaching towards tht! Lacedremonian 
territories,. the The-ban army marched in four 
divifions, which were to unite at Sellafia, and 
'thence to· proceed to SpaLt~.. The Breotians, 
Argives, and Elians, re;.t~hed the place ap
pointed without difficulty or oppofition. But 
when the fourtn divifian of the ~rmy, con-

lifting 
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C II A P. fifting of the Arcadians, attempted to traver(c 
XkU. Sciritis, Ifchobus, who commanded at an im-

---- portant pars in that diibict, formed the re[o
lution~ in im!tation of Leonidas, of devot
ing himfe1f and, his~arty for the gohd of his 
country. This heroIc band, after -l\aving 
made a dreadful flaughter of the enemy, at
laft yielded to fuperior numbers, but not till 
the hft Spartan had expired. 

THE army having affembled at Sellafia, 
marched forward to Sparta, ravaging the' coun
try, and fetting fire to the towns and vIllages 
as they adhnced. A. mixture of aftonifh
:!pent, :Harm, und' indignation, pr~vailed ill 
that city, when they beheld, for the firft time, 
an enemy before their walls. The worrien 
were terrified at the unufual fpectacle, while 
t1~e men glowed with rage and refentment at 
the fight; and defired to be led infiantly a
gainlr the invaders, in order to repulfe them, 
or to die on the fpot. It was with the ut
mofi difficulty' that their eager tranfports 
could be refirained, even by the authority of 
Agefilaus; who, amidfr thefe calamIties that. 
threatened hiS' cQWltry with ruin, refolved to 
avoid a general engagement, and confine his 
preparations to the defem,e of the capital. 
He acted, tin this emergency, 'with that cool-

nefa 
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ncfs and decifion ;{hich diftinguilh the truly C H A f' 
great man. He confidered this irruption of xXI! ... 

the enemy as an impetuous torrent, whi(.h it ... 
was eq'~aI1y vain and dangerQu~ to oppo[e; 
whoi~ japid courfe w.onld l;le but of {hort 
dur~tion, and after fame ravages, fubfide of 
itfelf: He was determined not to quit 
the city, nor to hazJ.rd a battle; an1 per-
lifted in tlut determin:l.tiol1, notwi~hftanding 
the infults and menaces of the Th!:'h'ln'>, who 
calkd upon him to come [01 til and ddend bis 
country, which he alone had involved in aY 
the cal.unities of war.- Eparnino~das .finding 
it impofiible to draw AgeilIaut- fwm ihe citj., 
re6red with his army. It would llJ.ve been 
diffi('ult. if not impoffible, for ~pd.l Ll, unwall-
ed. and unfortdjed, to hl v.; J:"-l ___ nd",d itG.:}f 
long ..lgainft his victorious arm~: hilt the 
Thebal1 bO"eneral aDl'rc}n1d d thell he ihoul.:l. 

~ ~ 

arlll a gal 1'(1 hiln til;:; C,J 11;;j,'r2.."Y of Pel~;)O 1-
nei'u'-" and ('Alite the jcaloufy of the Gr"ek9, 
if by dcftroying the Sput m ~(lpitJI, h,:; W25 

to lop qjlone qf" the arms, 4'zd plttek out one if 
t.he eyes rd.' Greece. He We S fttlsfieJ, there
f,.)rc, wIth humbhng the ,","Ide 'of the Spar
tJ.ns, by biddj,1g them dcfiaJlce in their car1-
tal,/::md rav.lging their country before theil' 
eyes. 

VOL. II. K k IN. 
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C Ii A P. IN this hour of her depreffion and diftreis, 
XUI. Sparta fent deputies to implore the aid of the 

Athenians. The ambaifadors recalled to the 
attention of the affembly, the antient:,allian~e 
and friendiliip b,etwoon the two repi-blics in 
a {eafon of calamity and dinger, and obferved, 
that the moft illuftrious era of their hiftory 
was tIJ.at in which they united their councils 
and arms againft the Perfians, their common 
enemy. They took notice, that by the }nter
pofition of Sparta, the Athenians had been 
delivered from the oppreffion of the Pififtra-, 
tidee. They e!l'larged upon the infolent am-
Qition ot the upihrt Thebans, who had con
certed a plan for extending their dominion 
over all Greece. They concluded by urging, 
tl}at the hereditary renown of Athens ihould 
induce her to protect: the miferable; that 
gratitude for the merit of paft fervices, called 
upon 'her to affift an antient friend and ally; 
and, that jufiice demanded that fhe ihould 
maintain the conditions of the recent treaty, 
which had been renewed by her authority, 
and which the Thebans, after accepting, ha,d 
fo groffiy viola:ted.~ 

ALTHOUGH the Athenians had not for ... 
gotten the injuries and indignities which they 
had fuffere'd from the Spartans on various oc-

3 caftons. 
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tafions, efpecially !fter their defeat in Sicily, 
yet compaffion for their prefept misfortunes 

49. 
C HAP., 

xxu. 
prevailed over the fenfe of pail: offences, arid --
t'b.ey re(olved unanimou11y to affift the Lace
d::emon}1.ns. An army. of twelve thoufand 
men was mifed, and the command given to 
Iphicrates. The ufual facrifices were offered, 
the omens were propitious, and the troops 
'entered into the fervice with all the araour of 
enthufiafm. 

A T the fame time the Theban general, af
ter having laid waite the Laced::emonian ter
ritory, meditated a ~efign, which, if carried 
into execution, would prove a mot.'e Iafiing 
detriment to ·Sparta. Meffene was an antient 
city bordering on Laconia, and its inhabitants 
were, as the Spartans, of the Doric race. 
Mutual injuries, which arofe between thefe 
neighbouring nations, gradually produ.ced an 
lllveterate" antipathy; and hofrilitieS- were 
carried on with fuch barbarous fury, that the 
one people determined no !onger to exifr, 
unlefs they could exterminate the othe~ . 

. This f::J.tal event happened to the Meffenians; 
their city was demoli£h..,d by· the Spartans, 
and the inhabitants who efcaped from the 
fwurd, were obliged to wander as fugitives 
over Peloponnfifus. Some of taem fought 

K k 2 refui7 
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C HAP. Jefuge in SICily, wh~re tb~ founded the city 
!(Xlt. Meffina, whiLh Hill retlins the name of their 
---- antient metropolis. The remainder, who 

continued in Greece, had frill kept, the~
felves diftinB: '[rom every other community, 

.. I.t. 
and after more than thr...:e centurjes~ fpoke 
their antient Doric dialed; ret<l;ined all the 
prejudices of their nation; detefted the name 
~f Sparta, ~nd frill expec.1:cd to avenge them
felves of her cruelties. It is prubable that 
the fcattered l\1eiTeni:lIls would flock fponta
neouily from every quarter to the ftandard of 
EpamillOnda<;, and embra.ce the favour;tble 
opportunity of retali:1ting the cruelties of the 
Sl"ar6.ns; and infliEtin.; the injuries which 
they had [uftlined. Eparninondas encou
r.lged their ardoUl, (pbuilt their city, and re
efh.lblifhed them in their pollcffions. This 
act of humanity and liDeral pdicy, inflicted a 
ftroke ;equally unexp .. cted .lnd revere on the 
Spartans. They lJl::hdd th.:ir antient [oc7 

whom they hJ.rr confidcrcd as profirate for 
ever, rife 1I1to confellucncc under the fofter
ing proteCtion of Thebes; ;llld reauy an eHry 
occafion to tak~ venzcance for th-: numberlefs 
injuries the had received. 

AFTER having given this fatal blow to 
the Fower oand ambition of Sparta, Epami .. 

nondas 
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nondas turned his attention towards the C H A 1J.i." 
Athenian army. Their genemI, Iphicrates; x»n, 
fi'om what motive cannot il0W be afcertained, .. 
irPfiead (}f yielding to the ardour, of hi:, foldier.s~ 
who d<::,inanded to be ,ltd to, aB:ion, avoided 
every occafi011 of encountering an enemy. 
l>erhaps he thought, tlut every purpofc of the' 
expedItion mi.;ht be anhvered without ~n en .. 
gagement; a1ld that th~ ney'i'S of the march 
of the Athenians into ArL'adia, would fecal - -
the Thebans and their allies from the Lacc-
d::emonian territod-:s. 

IF fuch werp' his expc~afions, th~y were 
gratifi:::d. E paminond.l~, aba'ndoned' by the 
Arcadians, wIlo had rcturnud to def~2nd their 
o\vn COU!1try. pen .. eiving that the other 
allies wifhed alfo to retire, fJ.w that he could 
no longer expect to make himfdf maHer of 
th ... Laced::emonian capitll. The conduct tOI) 

" of the Athenians, who, though the jealous 
riv.lls of the Spartans, yet had"armed ia their 
defence, taught him that Greece in general 
would never permit tht: total mcrthrow of 
Sparta. I:;Ie th .... refon: evacuat~d Laconia, af
ter luving made it feel ~ the' uttermoft all 
the horrors of war. The Athenian army at 
the- fame 6me quitted' Arcadia, and both re ... ' 
turned home witho It any hofti1e

J 
attempt, 
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d It ..A .;p. neither general feeming to willi for an en .. ' 
BU. gagetnent. 

'n PELOPIDAS and Epaminondas, on theIr 
return to Th~bes, inftead of receiv~ng the 
applau{es and honours which they h.ad me ... 
rited from their country, were {ummnned to 
appear before the atfcmbly of the people, for' 
having retained the command of the army four 
months beyond the term limited by law. The 
vigilant and jealous fpirit of freedom prodll ... 
ced fimilar regulations in all the large~: re
publics, left generals invefi:ed with authority 
might ~ t~mp~ed to employ it in fubverting 
tbe liberti~s of their country. The Theban 
demagogues rnight.repre[ent~ on this occafion, 
that though the violation of the law in the 
p(efent inftance had been the occafion of 
Plany memorable aCtions in Meifenia, Arcadia, 
and Laconia, yet the example might prove 

( . 
pernicious~ in authorifing fame future com-
mander to retain his authority beyond the legal 
term, and turn his arms.againft the republic. 

PEI.OPIDAS was firft cited before the tri
bunal. He difcovered none Qf tllat vigour 
and courage which' ~ht have been expet!ed 
from the greatnefs of his mind, and which he 
had often difplayed ip the field. I~ was with, 

{ ( 

diffi~ulty t~t he was acqu:tted. The ap-
pearance 9f EFPlin~lldas correfponded to the 

4lignity 



ANT lEN T HIS T Q R Y. $0. 

dignity of his char;~er, and t~e fplenoor of C H A', 

hIS actions. He difplayed thai colleCted and XXII. 

philofophical fortitude, which fprings from 
men tal '.excellence and confcious virtue. With .. 

• out defcending to a regular and minute vin-
dication of his conduCt, he recalled to the 
remembrance of his audience all the exploit$ 
he had performed for their fakes, all the fer
'vices he had rendered to his country; and de
dared, that he would lay down his life with 
pleafure, provided his judges would exprefs 
in their fentence, " that his having con
quered in the caufe: of his .couFltry without 
their conftnt, was the crime for which he 
(uffered." The boldnefs ~nd the truth -of 
thi~ defence confounded the demagogues, and 
reftored the Thebans to their fenfes: Efa .. 
minondas was unanimouily acquitted, And ac
quired new glory from the ineffectual malice 
of his enemies. 

THE Spartans, apprehenfive of an enemy, 
whom recent fuccefs had -rendered bolder 
and more enterprifing than ever, without de
lay diipalched 1upplicatol y deputies to Athens, 
to intreat the continua~"'e of· friendibip and 
afiiftance. The humiliation of Spat ta ap
"peared ftrongl~ from'the language which the 
ambaffadors held at the conferen~e, and from 
the conceffions they made. All the boafte~ 

K k 4 pre, 
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pre-eminence of Sparta \fas abandoned; they 
not only gave .up the empire of the fea to the 

... i. --- Athenians, but agreed, that the combined 
forces of the reoublics iliould be a1t!rn:ltclj' .. " 
commanded by ~ Spartan and Atheni.m ge-
neral.; a conce£Jon beyond all prece-dents of 
former times, and which iirongly marked the 
fanen condition of the Laceda.monim fiate. 

SUCC:r:SSFUL in their negociations at Athens, 
the Spartans next negociated with Dio~y: 
fius, tyr,mt of Sicily, and with the Pcriian 
monarch. An application. from the rnofi 
renowned of) tIlt' DonallS met a welcome re
ception from thl! foi-mer, who bo:-Jt.:d of his 
Doric extraClion j\, and Artaxerxes was eably 
prevailed upon to lollow the Perfian (vil:em, 
of cxhaufiing the i1:1(;ngth of Greece by per ... 
petuatin6 the civil wars of that country. 

SUPPOR TED by a new acceffion of ilrength 
from trde important alliances, the' Splrtans 
were fur fome time in a fituation to (heck 
the progrrfs of the oppoDte confederacy. 

'THiS diJ net prevent the Arcadi..ms from 
entuing the territory of Pallene, frOl,P ravag
ing the Tountry, and,t;lking the city by {torm; 
nor their junction {oon after with the Eleans, 
Argivcs, and Thebans, uhder the com~nand at 
Epaminondcrs. To oppo[e this fQrmid1.ble 
army, the ,fltht!niaps fent Chabri;.s, their f~ ... 

vourite 



ANT lEN T HI'S TOR Y. 

vouritc general, whpfe troops, when joined C HAP; 
with thofe of the Spartans and Sicilians, com- XXII, 

pofed an army of twcnty:tv.'o thouf:md men . • 
]j.pamil'londas attempting to 'penetrate into 
Pe1oF2onnefus, advanced to ~he iilhtnus, and 
found' it defended and fortified by a il:roni 
wall, which the enemy had raifed to prevent 
the junction of the Thehan general with his 

• louthern allies. But that cummander difcem-
ing a weak part in the' wall, forced a pal1age 
through it, aft~r a warm engagement; and 
having fanged the country, and taken Sicyon; 
he hid fiegc to Ccirint.h. • Ch:!bri1s foon 
marched to/~ts rdief, and attacked the .;rhebans 

JI 

with fo much' Vi?Ollr and effi:ct, th2.t E.tDami-
u 

nond,u, \yithdrew his army from Pdoponnefm, 
and retired to Th-?bes. He experienced once 
more that cruel and capricious ingratitude 
which characteriics all popular. govell1ments ; 
he W.l" ac~'nfeJ of partiLlby to the Lacel\~mo
I.i:::.ns, and under that prdext deprived of the 
chief command. 

THE confederates were aftoniihed and dif
guftcd at.the retreat of the Thebans, while the 
gC:'llcral cl.itTatisfadion infpi:-ed L-ycomedes, the 
leader of the Arcadians, with fchcmes of ambi
filon. He rceref::nted to his countrymen, 
'f That though tJJ.ey were the mofr8antient and 
powerful COl!l111UIlity in Pe1opollnefus, yet they 

had 
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had hitherto a~ted only a fecondary part. That 
by their- affifiallce the- Spartans had triumphed 

.... , ',.:, -- in. the Pe1oponnefiati war, and afterwards exer-
cifed the moft intolerable tyranny in Greece ~ 
and that now. they were affiiling the rhebans 
to acquir~ the fuperiorhy over their cou;ntry
men, and to follow the example of Sparta." 
" Why," {aid he, "ihould the Arcadians 
~ch in the train of any other ftate? we are 
numerous, we are brave, and ought to be in
dependent." ----

THE {peech met with the applaufes of hiE. 
countrymen; an(l the reiolution was inftantly 
formed, : not only to keep po1Tdl~on of the 
cities they had taken, but to extend their can·· 
quefts in Elis, Achaia, and the adjacent pro
vinces. 

IN the commencement of the following year~. 
the Spartans bc,ing reinforced from Sicily, and 
having'Obtained a fubiidy, with a body of Gre
cian mercenaries from Perfia, ventured to take 
the field to oppofe the Arcadians. The advanced 
<1ge of Agefilaus prevented him from a1Tuming 
the command t which was conferred On his fon. 
Archidamus ;.a. prin~~' of whom Sparta formed 
the higheft expeCtations. F rom the remark-

. abJe fuccefs which attended his arms, he 
feerned deft~ned to reftore th~("ia11ing forJunes 
~f his country.~ Having' expelled the enemy 

- . from 
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from the Lacedremonian territories, he en .. CHAfJtj 
• 

tered the fouthern frontier of Arcadia, and 
was making preparationS" to attack the city --"""" ••. 
~ Partha:fia~ when the Arcadians, reinforced 
,by the Argives, marched to oppofe him.. 
After an interval of fome days, the hoftile 
armies prepared to engage. On this occafion 
Archidamus exhorted his troops to emulate 
the glory of their fathers, and once lnore to 
re-eftabliili the antient renown of Sparta. 

I N the midi! of this exhortation, a peal of 
thunder burft from the right, and the foldiers 
at the fame time difcovered .tn altar and 
ftatue of l[ercules, the ...i11ufrrious ancefior of 
the Spartan kings. Ekvat.ed to an entl!u ... 
fiaim of courage by this affemblage of happy 
omens, they marched with ardour and confi
dence to the attack. The Arcadians, W110 

had counted upon a bloodIe(s viaory, when 
they difcerne~ the intrepidity and vaiour of 
their oppone&'ts, being {eized with a panic 
before a {word was dra.wn, ffed in confufion, 
and were lla.ughtered with impunity by the 
purfuers: This engag~ment is. called by the 
antient hiftorians~ the b.Pttie -without tears, as 
the Spartans, it i& faid. loft not a man" • 

.. X~. lib. vir. p. 620. Di~ru~ 

Folt. 
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,(: Jl 1\ Po. FOR fome ttnle pait the Lacedtenlonians had 
,,xxu.. been fo much ..accuftemed to difafters and de-

:~. 5 feats, that when the tidings of this battle ar
rivecl, and they. fdW Achidamus f{'tun)" vittc, .... 
rious from the fi.eld, they could not c~ntain 
their joy, nor keep within the bOl'ndaries of 
their city. His aged £uher and) the" fenatois 
went out-to meet him, 111edcling tcar,:; of ten
dt'rnefs' and joy; and the multitude lifting up 
their hands to heaven, j-)ined in acc1am"tiom 
and praifes to the gods, h5 11' thi~) t:v,-'nt tU(t 
cancdkd the ignominy of year:;, and they had 
beheld the arrivd of tho[..; happy ~ays ,,,hen 
Sr..1ft:l gave Idw 10 Gro::ece *. 

THI: fame of the vi{lnry at Leuctra, :-!nd 
the rife of a new power in Greece, h:l'i, hy 
thl,S time, reached the extremities of Ana, 
and attr.1d:cd the attention of Artaxcrxcs, the 
1)~rfif1.n monar.::h. Th:, Laced~moniam had 
felt ci:"F"J~ie<;, among wr-om ,'{as Antalcidas, 
to th::- Great King, to acccicrat~ the fupplics 
which were expeCted from Perfia. The 
Thebans too thought it neceftary to appoint 
Pc!opidas tin their fide, in order to co'mteraCt 
the hofiiie negoc!ltbns of their enemies. 

* The defeat at Leu8rG', we are told, had affected the 
I .. acecia>monjansOjo much, that the mc,,/ were afuamed to 
look the women in the f .. ce. 

Ambafladors 
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Ambaffadors were likewife rent' from Argos, CHIt\.". 

Arcadia\ and Elis; -nor did Athens herfelf xxl1. 
difdain to app'car, by depaty, at the foot of 
tb, Pcrfj,m thlone. 
I" 

UPON theu" arrivaJ, Artaxerxes and his 
court ~ol11d not COd<-C ,11 their Jdmir ation of Pe
Jopidas, ,vilo, in cOl.junction wilh Epaminon
d .. lS, had deprived the Laccd;:emonians of their 
'empire in Greece, and had wmpdled t1i.at re
puhlic to confine itfelf betw...::en the Eurotas 
.lnd tIlt! Taygetus, which, a few year s before 
h"d thre .... tened, under lts lil1g Agdilaus, to 
t.JrJ y its conquel ing aliTIS to lJ pp!r Afia" and 
!>eficge the Japital of they·erfi~ empiFe. 
"TH} Iheban arfihaflador reprdented, thlt 

it W.L~ t11(> intc'fl.lt of the Great King to pro
tea an infant power which had never borne 
:lJ 1118 a5ainfi: PCllla; that in an the wa./e, 
bCtVY(U1 the Greeks and Pcrfian~, the Thebans 
h.ld lwiiollilly f~port~d the inkreils of the 
latter; that th~/r yatriotic oppofi tion to Spar
tan tyranny h ... il drawn upon them the pre
fen t war:' that the Lacedxmonians had at-

t 
ta,eked them \vith the groiTcfi il1i lJ.ft~ce, but 
.that they Ihd reaped the t1,lits t>-f their per
fidy; and that the field of Leucha would b.: 
a,permanent monum ~nt-of Theban valour~ and 
:Spartan degener!fY. Timagoras the Athe-

rum, 
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nian, next add:eliing the ~ing. to the aft:onifh. 
ment of his .col1eague Leon, and the other 

.... i· _-.11._ deputies, fpoke with the utmoft warmth in 

e l! A. P. 
XiII. 

favour of the Thebans. Artaxerxes, with~Jt 
f 

paying atten tion to the confufion and alter-
cation that arofe from· this circumfiance, de
:fired the Theban deputy to communicate the 
propo~tions he had to offer as the ambaifador 
of Thebes. Pelopidas then propofed, "that 
Meifene 1hould continue independent, ahd 
exempted £I'om the yoke of Sparta; that the 
Athenian fleet which had failed to infeft the 
coafi of Brectia f 1hould be recalleq, and if op
pofition' was m~de to- the treaty bYl thefe ftates 
of their allies, they 1hould be compelled to fub:' 
mit to it by the united force of Perfia and 
~hebes." The court of Perfia appears to have 
been pre-determined in favour of the Thebans ; 
their propofitions met with the approbation of 
the king, and the treaty was fanCti6ned with
out delay by the royal fig~'~~ Leon, the 
Athenian ambaffador, is faid, on this occafion, 
to have exclaimed with the true fplrit ,of his 
country, " yv ell, w~ muft find another ally" 
for the king of Perfia is no longero~r friend." 

ON the return of Pelopidas to Thebes, the 
public aifembly was dmvened, and his iiic-· 
cefsful rfegociation was rrwarded by the 

thanki 
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thanks and applauft4 of his countrymen. A 
conveJtioll of the Grecian {btes * met at 
Thebes, the articles of the treaty were read, 

-aHd the reprefentatives of thc.differeut flates 
were .. required to ratify and confirm it with 
the uihal {olemnities. 

THE greater number of the d~puties te

lufed to ratify the treaty, till the diffe~nt.ar ... 
ti~les had been previoufly difcuffcd in the af ... 
fembly of each flate. L ycomedes and Antio
chus, the reprefentatives from ~Arcadia, went 
frill farther; they expreffed thei~ diflike to 

the treaty iIIt the langdage.,.of !ndignat.ion and 
difdain. _,{'he latt~ who-hact been amhatT,
dor at the court of Perfia, blended, with hh 
reprobation of the treaty, the higheft contempt 
for the riches and power of the Great King. 
and the 111011 galling farcafms againft Aflatic. 
luxury an~ effeminacy. . 

SUCH being ;-he general temper of the;
fernbly, nothjfg propitious t~ the vie~ of 
Thebes ~rlo be expected, and £h~ beheld the 
difrolpttion of the convention with difappoint
ment and. regret. But- eagerly -folicitous t() 

accomplilh a [cherne ,;vohich tended to her 
o'!P aggrandifement, .,tht next endeavoured, 

~ • No reprefenta.tiV':s were fent ,imer frF Sparta IJC 

Athens. 
by 
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by fecr~t machinations in~ each particular {late;, 
to procure th.}t compliance from them tingly> 

....-...,...- which ihe had in' yain atte!l pted frolh the 
whole. Herco too difappointment follow ~d 
all her endeavours. Connth, which i11e firft 
attempted to influence: as one of the weakeft 
and mofl: corrupt of the GreciJ.H confederacy, 
fpurned at· the Perfian Jl1iance, and the ex-

• ample wac; uniformly followed by the other 
frates. 

Mr:AN\VHlLr: a formidable pmvtr ftarted 
up in ThciTaly, of which Alexander of Pherro 
had made h<lmf(jlf mafttir, by a«aiiltnatilig Po· 
IYfhrorr, the brbth; 0f ~fon, who ·was ,:om
mander of the ThelLllians. Alexander, \'v"ith 
an army of twenty thoufand men, made war 
on the fi.:tes around him with afionifhing fuc
cers, and iubjcCted moil of them to his domi - -
nion. The Thcf£lli:ms took arms againfr 
thtir tyrant, and implored the"ffEitll1ce of the 
TMeb:.ns, who rent them an ~;my under the 
cowiucr of PelopidJs, as Epam~rl~ndas was 
employed in Pc1oponne{u&. The ,1n~al of 
the Thcbar\ forcc& .ftruck terror _ into -the 
brc>aft of th~ tyrant.; Pelopidas foon made 
himfdf mailer of Lari1Ya, and compelled, 
AlcKander to [ue for -pe'lce. The Theban. 
general at~mpted to in{pint this ferocious 

prince 
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prince with {entimfints of jufrice and nU1lla- C H A' 

nity;Jbut finding him incorrigible, ~d hear .... XXII_", 

ing every day new comJZlaints of his cruelty, t 
~varice, and debauchery, he .threatened him 
with his refentinent. The tyrant ala~ed, 
withdrew in fecfet; arid Pelopidas leaving the 
Theifalians in fecurity from his future at-
tempts, fet out by invitation for Macedon, 
'where Ptolemy, the natural fon of Amyn-
ds II. had ufurped the regal power, in de
fiance of the rights of his legitimate chil
dren. Alexander,· the e1deft of thefe children, 

( , . 
dying, aftena thort reIgn 9ftO-fle year, ptolemy 
.aifumed at .,firft the ~'efnment of tne coue'" 
try-Underthe modeft title of guardian =to 
Perdiccas, the fecond fon, but foon after, tired 
of fubordinate authority, he threw off all dif
guife, and feized the throne. ThE' fupporters 
of the le~al heir implored t~ affifta14ce of 
Pclopidas, who/ entering Macedon with ,an 
army, replace<~ the fceptre i~ the hands of 
Perdiccas" a;~ refrored the tranquillity of the 
kingd)'£ On his return to Thebes, he car
rie~'ith pim thirty chiliren, fprlJng from the 
nobleft families of Maeedon,· to lhew the 
9f~eks how folf the a,!thurity of the Thebans 
~,ctended, from 1heir reputation for juftice and 
fidelity, as well as valour. Amqng thefe was 

Vox.. II.. L 1 Philip. 
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C itA P. Philip, the yolftlger brother of Perdiccas, who 
~XII. afterwards fucceeded to the throne ofM~:edon, 

"14 _ • and laid the foundation of a newl~mpire in 
Greece, which his fun Alexander the Great 

c· 
extended to the remote regions of Afia. 

IN his march homewards, PdopidaS' im
prudently divided his army. The Macedo
nian hoftages were efcorted by a {hong de
tachm~nt, which was fent on bebre the divi
tion he led in perfon. While he was pu"· 
fuing his route through Theifaly with this 
remainder of his forces, he received infor-

o 

mation, that-Ale~xandcr of Pher~ )vas at hand 
to oppofe him.,' ~~ Qtwithftanding every hof
ti~ appearance, Pelopioa& could l~0t be p'~r
fuaded that the tyrant had any intentions but 
to apologize for his conduct, to reply bcfGre 
him as a judge to the numerous complaints 
which were brrought againft him from every 
quartoc. Under this impreffi,on, he went to 
meet the tyrant, accompanie<\?nlj by Ifme
nias; both we~ immediately fe",,~ed, and car-
Tied prifoners to Pher::e. 

,l 

WHEN the Thebans were informed 0~this 
perfidious tdI1faCtion; incenfed at fltch an'in
dignity offered to one of their generals, they 

! immediately fent an arwy into Thcifaly. The' 
command was not given to Epaminondas, a!f 

7 'the 
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ca.1\, 

XJUl., 
the Thebans had not yet forgitcn him for his 
rettt:a1 fc'om Chabrils the Athenian. But the 
love Jf his country, and ajfecti~n to'his f~iendl ---~. ~ 
the two nobleil: paffions that belong to human • nature, extinguiilied all refentmcnt in the:: 
hear! of that great mnn; and E paminondas, 
though excluded from the 'chief command, 
ferved in the ranks as a private foldier. 

TH E new generals from Thebes, Who had 
eAtered ThefTaly, did nothing but difcover 
their ignorance of military affairs, and their 
incapacity for cOIlJmand. The victoriou& army 
of Alcxand~r foon dif~erned tbat their enemie~ 
were no !ongf'r condu~ed"- BYEpamintmdas or 
Pelopidas; ~he' 'Iheban foldiers, beholdib,g, 
themfelves robbed of all their former military 
glory by an enemy which they defpifed, openly 
accufed the conduct of their commanders, and, 
,with on~ confent, elected EpaJhinonuas their 
general. -No fooner had he aifumed th~ com-

, . -
mand, than tr\: Thebans were every where 
viCtorious, tile tyrant was dt!feated in every 
engage~.Jn·i, and was obliged at 1ail: to pur
~~~r:t'a iliort truce, by de1iveringup Pe10pidai 
ofl-tld lfinenias. 

BUT the refilefs ambition of Alexander 
\vvilld not {liffer him t~ remain long at pea€c ; 
lor foon after. ~th a numerous botly of mer-

L 1 2 cenanes, 
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C HAP. cenaries, he Moke into The1raly, and made 
XXII. almoil: a total ~onqueft of the country.: Un-
--- der the y(}ke of oppreffion, the Theflalians 

again implored the' proteCtion of Thebes. 
The Thebans, whofe intcreil: they had always 
purfued with fidelity artd alacrity, refolvt:d to 
affift them with a powerful army, and in-' 
vefl:ed Pc1op'~das with the command. On the 
day appointed for his march, there happened' 
a fudden edirfe of the fun, when the citil.)f 
Thebes wac; darkened at noon-day. Among 
a people ignorant and fuperfl-itious, the dread 
and confl:ernation were' general. ' Unwilling 
to exact' the rduchnt obedif'llCe of men d;f
p)Jited by religious tenor~, Pe10pitias dep:t'fted 
with three hundred horfe, and fuch Thcban .. 
and {hangers as chofe to follow him. He was 
inCited to this enterprize by perfonal refent
ment againfl: A lexander, who had perfidioufly 
feized "his pedon, and crue]Jy detained him in 
captivity. But he was chiefly.influenced by 
a fuperior motive, the propriety"and dignity 
of the aCtion itfelf. He was promptcJ by a 
laudable am\Jition tq difplay to all G~t,~ce. 
that while the Laced~monians we~e paying 
court to Dionyfius the tyrant, and the Athe-

'nians were in"the pay of Alexander, to whom 
they had ereCted a fratue of p'l-afs, the The

bans 
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bans' were the onPy people who a!Terted the C II A" 
./." . 

genefal liberty of the Qreeks, and declared XXlI .. 

open' war agaiIlfr tyranrPj and tyrants. 
PELOPIDAS .and his Theban aetachment 

beiIig joined by fev~I1 thoufand Theffalians, 
marched to Cynocephalus, a pla~e furrounded 
with high hiJh, and there pitchci:l his camp. 
The tyrant advanced '~Tith an army en twenty 
~houfand men, and trufrmg to his numbers .. 
courted an engag-ement. The impetuous at
tack of the Thebari cavalry was irre1iltiblc at 
the firft o:1fet; but the infantry.of Alexander, 
which were pofted upon L: .. ;.heights? pouring 
dmy.n UpO~l th-c_.~fhl.bans and Thefl~tlidns) c~m
pelled them to give ground. Pdopidas thCi 
:ldvanced with a detachment of hIS cavalry, 
and rallying the troops, fo animated them by 
his vorce and example, that the enemy, be
lieving t4ey were attacked by h-dh forces, were 
intimidated, a,1d retreated in diforder. -In 
this engagep,lent Pelopidas ftems to have f3.
crificed, !-~i;, life to the blind purfujt of per
fona..l vengeance. Enraged by the remem
tn-ance ()f indignities &ifered .t~ him by the 
tyrant, he fought for- Alexander in every 
qllarter of the field .• Ha\r;ng at lafi: defcrieeJ. 
his adverfary, lie called aloud to hj.m by name,. 
llOW to meet b~avdy with his fword the man 

L 1 3 he 



5-1 ~ A f, V lEW 0' 

C HAP. he had bafely injured. Eut Alexan4(~~ru
XXII. dently. withdrew b{tlhind the ranks 0\ his 

... ; guards, Thither, burning with all the' fury; 
of revenge, did' Pelopidas, at the head of a 
fmall party of horfe. purfue him, and {ell, 
oppre{[ed by numbers, rather like a brave fol
dier, than a prudent commander. The Thef
falian hurfemen ruihed to the afiiftance of 
their expiring general, and difperfed the 
guard.:; of the tyrant: the Thebans, rouzed to 
fury, fell with impetuoDty Oll the main body 
of the enemy, put thcIlf to flight, and pur
fued them wIth .great flaugh~er. The plain 
wa~. covered with carcafes, -aBd.-,tc~ore than 
" three thoufand of Alexan.der's mercenaries fen 
on the field of battle, or 10 the purfuit. 

No general ever met with more fin cere and 
univerfal lamentation and regret than Pelo
pidas. nThe victory feemed to be tumed in to 
a dt:feat; a dec p filence and general grief pre
vailed through the army. Acco':ding to the 
expreffions of forrow in antient nmc8, the 
foldiers cut off their locks, the manes of tlleir 

I '"" • 

horfes, and ibut themielves up in their ten"ts,-
abftaining from every kind of nouriihment. 
When his body was carr:f'ri to Thebes, it was 
attended by tl train of real mo&rners; and in 
livery town through which it pa{[ed, the m.a-

giftrates 
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giilrate<;· and priefh came out to meet the C HAP. 

proceBion, bnaging crCJwns' and trophies. XXII." 

The TheiTalians and TAcbans contended for w 

t~e honour Df c~l~brating hi~ funeral; @ut at 
lafi, .the zealous gratitude of the former was 
indulged with the mournful office of per-
forming the obfequies of a c01l1JIlandcr who 
~lad devoted himfe1f to their protedi~n from 
oonger, and prefervation fr0rtl flavcry. The 
people, recolleding the eclipfe w hlCh took 
place on the day- which was appointed for 
his departure, and which, accor~ing to their 
fuperftitious creed, predidca. his calamities, 
exclaimed '( th.rt the fun of Theb~ was fet." 

TH E Thd~ans ,,,,ere not fati.sfied with'" hi:'''' 
lHcnting the de.lth ot their hero, but deter
mined to revenge it. An army, confifiin~ of 
feven tl10ufand foot, and feven l1unrlred horfe, 
"vas {ent.tb Theifaly, under dIe Lom~.lDd of 
l\1alcitas and Diogefton. Alexander, who 
had not recovered from the t~rror of his de ... 
feat, was i1:rippcd of all his conqudh, com
pelled to !eihre to the Theflalians the cities 
heo!l had taken flOm th~m: to. ~ive liberty to 
the JViJgneil.ms, All1a>afls, and Phthial1&, and 
to bind hunfc'lf by a p~leml~ oath to follow the 
fiandanl of thC1t T11cbans againit :111 their ene ... 
lnies, 

L14 WliILE 
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WHILE - .the! Thebans were employ·d in 
r 

thefe foreign expeditions, Of in cjvil difTen-

• 
CHAP. 

;XXII. 

--- lions, . the Arcadiahs, confident in their 
fircngth and nu~bers~ as well as in thei} nt'\," 
allies the Athenians, formed the r10i1: ambi
tious projeCts. They' began by attacking 
their neighbours the Elians, who were re
peatedly defeated, though affified by the 
Spartans' and AchCEans; and were at lai! obli
ged to yield the facred city of Olympia to the 
rapacious invaders. The time for the cele
bration of the hundred and fourth olympiad 
now drew near; and, ~otwithfi:anding the 
late revq}ution in·Elis, Greece affembled from 
J;3er; quarter. A fufpenfion~o[ animolities 
took place, and all parties united in celebrat
ing the religious ceremonies, and the accu[
tamed games. During the celebration" of the 
games, the Elia'ls attempted to recover po(
feffioJ1 of the city, but were repulfeo by the 

< 
Arcadians and Argives, and forced to leave 
their enemies frill mafters of the place. 

TH E Arcadians, finding them[dve~ jn pof
feffion of the temple of the Olympian Jaw::. 
and of the accmnu1ated treafures of paft ages, 
were not deterred, either by religion or ju1i:ice, 
from employin,g the facted depoiit to pay 
their merc~lary troops. Tpe M<!.ntina'an~ 

3 alonv 
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alon~ :remonftrate~ againft .this' facriIegious c It A , 

robbery, and raifed a tax up~n themfe1ves to XXI~. , 

defr';Y their proportion .of the expences of the· ;"" 
('war. This event gave rife. to mud1 internal 
commotion. 7'ne ten thoufand, or general 
aff~mbly of Arcadia, highly difapproved of the 
feizure; while the Archons, and all who had 
!bared in the Olympic fpoils,· dre~ding the 
being obliged to refund, formed a ftrong party 
in defence of the meafure. The ten thoufand 
reftored Olympia to the Elia.ns, and con
cluded a peace with that frate. The deputies 
from Elis and the: cities ~f Arca~i.l, being 
a{fembl~d at ~pgea, for the fatifi~atlCVL?f this 
treaty, were feized and imprifoned by the op"" 
pofite fa.Ction, affifl:ed by the Boeotian garri
{on; and, though afterwards releafed, yet the 
violation of their reprefentativ('~ by the The
~an foldiery, highly irritated the mir"lds of the 
Arcadia~s, already {ufficiently difpofLd to iuf ... 
pea and counteract th(" ar~11'itlOus views of 
Thebes. Epaminondas luving declared to 
their ambaf['1dors, th.lt the Thl bal's were de
t~rminesl·to march in~ A'-C.ldi.l, to the aHifr
ance of their frici1ds. ,md at1ics, they pre
pared witb. the utltlOfi: e.-.:peditioll for a vigor~\ 
om reilfianct, ,lila ~b(fought. the Athcnian-i 
.and Spartans ·t.o ha:fl:en to their atd, that with 

theip 
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,C II: A P. their united fore'e& they might at once crulh 
,~X:xn. the oppreffors of Gre«.ee. 
• So formidable a l.ombination againd a 

fingle frate, teemed to threat~n (its immediate 
deftruCtion; but the Thebans met the !;a
thcring ftorm with intrepidity, and marched, 
under the conduct of Epaminondas, into the 
Pe1oponncfus. In this concluding [ccne of 
his life, the Theban hero difplaycd all the 
addrefs of the moil: (on[ummatc gCll'::ral: 
and, though a combination of cir('umil:ances 
equally unexp::cted, and impoffible to h.we 
been farefeen, rohhed hiI~, in {ome mea[ure, 
of dw f:~lits of his ikill; yei his Inafterly 
arrangements, his numerous expedients, his 
bravery and unwearied pcrfcvcrance, appear 
to have deferved the moil: brilliant {ueeds. 

HI& firj1: objctt was tv prevcnt the 'junc
tion of the Athc'nian forces with thr.: Spar ... 
tanS' and Arc.ldians; fo!' this purpo[e he 
pitched his e,ul1t' ncar N cmea, iitU;ltcd on 
the road from Attica to Arcadla: but the 
Athenians wiiely avoided an engagement 
with a {uperid; \r en~l1lY~ by embarking their"' 
t,roops, and landillJ ill (he ~crritory of Lace .. 
(l~mon. 

H A V 1 N G failed in this, he next formed the .. 
defign cof furp6fing Sparta a" feeond time. 

Her 
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He knew that Agefilaus, wtth the Lacedre- C H A r 
monians, had alrf'ady rc:\ched 'the frontiers_ of xx,u;. 
t'-rcadia, and that the city was not in ~ ftate I I 

to refift an unex;)(B:cd attdck; he th~refore 
ma()e a forced l1lJ.rch of thirty miles iu the 
nigh~, and the c.tpital of Laced;rmon would 
probabl f have i:rllen in tv hi ~ hmds, had not 
Agefilaus been apprjztu of the defign by the 
~reachery of a def.:rter. By this means a 
detachment, under the commJnd of Archi-
damus, ent' 1 cd .the City before the arrival of 
the Thebans; and 4 pcl111ll1upd' 1 be11eJd, wjth 

fur prize. and diGppointfnen'li, inih:.ac\ of the 
confufion, a,1.:\.1111, and terror of a de[~",~celefs 

city, evel y 1'[l:par,ltI911 for a vigorous refift-
ance. Yet, truiling to the fllpenor number 
and tried bravery t)f his troop", he fi~l hoped 
to carry the plaLe by Horm. but iJ.l this ,too , . 
hi" exp"ctatiom were frufirated; t~ The-
bans, who had fo ofr~n before foiled the Sfar
tans, did not on this lfiticale occafion fupport 
their former mal tiJ.l fame; they permItted 
themfelve.& to be illlmefuyy repulfcd by Ar
chidamus, at the heaJ of oP~y one hundred 
Spartans. 

THE fertile mjl~' of the Thehm r-encraj' r . v 

next .projecteJ th~ furpnfal of,) Mantm:ea; 
rightly fuppoiing that, the gt!neral alarm for 

Sparta 
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, .. 'It A P. Spart.l, apd "the not expeCtjng him in A.rcadM, 
"',.'~i'lxlI. would dpw the> whole ftrength of the enemy 

•. to\vards the Laceda:h(,onian territories. lIe 
therefore 'made a. rapid march to Tegea~ and 
from thence detached hi" c.lvz.irv to take pof-

s J 

CeRion of the tOWH. The unexpected. ar-
rival of the A thclllan horf..:, unfler the com
mand ofoHegclochus, defcated thi~ well-con
certed meafurc; the Thebans were T.l,.,pu]icd. 
and Mantin:ra ['wed. 

BAfrLED in every attempt to nuke an 

imprcfIion.on ... the confcde~ates by fuperior ad
drefs, nothiJ1g now renuined to Epaminondd~ 
but to_p7~jd~ the' fate of the W.lr by d gencral 
engagement. :Marching his troops from 
Tegca along the range of nills which run from 
that. city to M:mtina:>a, he.fo perplex~d the 
enemy l y his various evolutions, tha~ they 
(out.,d t,hemfdves forced to engag~\. at the 
tin1f. they leafi: expeCted an attack. He 
<-harged the Spartans and Mantinxans at the 
}lead of his left wing, which he had ranged 
as at Leut;tra, in the form of a wedge. and 
which was compo';ed ~of chofen ·v~terans. 

( 

~he conflict was obfiin<\tc: and bloody; the 
Spartans were determined to regaip.. the ho
nour they had loft in thei' late, defeats, and 
the T(hebans tp preferve 'theil' fuperiority. 

The 
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Tha""eight and impetuofitt of. ,the Theban 
battalio'n, under tl\e commahd of ~ paminon
das,..~ at length bore down all refrfl:ar~c _, and __ .t....-

¥the enem.y's cavalry btIng .at the .I.~m .... e time. 
difperfca, via(Jr~ declared tor the Thebans. 
In ~his. important mtm1cllt, E paminondas was 
mortally 'wounde.d by 3. j.tvelin, and removed 
from the field. An univerf.l.l- cO:liternation 
fcized the Bcrotians; it appe~red J.S -if all had 
(1epencied upon the general. HLlving loft 
theit animating and directing mind, the, 
Hopped ihort in .. Jhe career of COl1(lueil:; they 
knew not what to~do; th~y l~okcd on with 
a frupiclhnguo,r and imbec.ility, ~~ile the 
enemy was .rallying in dirrerent tiuartcrs, and 
rollting in detail th~ir broken forces. After 
rome time this tnmultuary engagement ceaf
ed, ea<;l1 party retf'cated, claiming tllG?viC1:ory, 

and each ;lebn g J.S if it had biCll con,uere!: 
THE'iail moments of the Thebarf 2:eneral . '-' . 

did not obfcule the ·[plendor of a life which 
had been {pent in the acqtifition of' know
ledge, in acts of beneficence, and in the ag
grandi{e~nt of his ~ou~try •• j\)nida: the 
agonies. of diffolution,)iis on~ folicitude was 
for his o~n milita~l~gJory, an.d the profpenty 
of Thebes. '" Is tliy iliield.fafe? Are the 
Thebans victbriou/'?" were .qt1:A,ions J.1e rc:' 

peated. 
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, r!-tI A P. peated witH the utmoft anxiety. 'i{e;iirrg 
~XII. his fhield, whittl was bmught to him, aneY 

- being inf01Jm.d that tpe Laced£monian~ were 
.ddcated,..-:. gt.:am. of j.Jy prevailed for a mo
ment over the hl.1guor of Pl- .th: " Mine/' 
faid he, " is a glorious ~depart:ure; I die if 
the ar1ns of victory; tell me not that I am 
childlefs, for LeuCtra and Mantlaa::a are im
mortal children." He then commanded th( 
javelin to be extracted, which he kh .... .v wa&, 
tp occafiQn immediate death, and expired in 
the' arms, and amidfi: the groans of his fur
rounding frie~ds. His ~ ,ody", was depofited 
in the field of battle, where a monument to 
his n:..e;ory remained to the time ~f Pau-. 
fanias. 

WITH Epaminondas e~pired the fplendor 
of the T)1eban name. To him, and to Pdopi
das., ~he '1 ~ebans <]wed that pre-emine?ce they 
had '~Cql ired in Greece; and for a tune they 
did ~lot entirely lote the c@nlequence they en
joyed w lJile their a.ffairs were directed by thefe 
great men; but it was a confequence derived 
from thei( furme~ \lxpl. its, rather t,han from 
their after tXtr,~ions. The vital fpal:k was 
gone which had rouf,(';t ", !:eeir latent energy, ,. ~ 

and an univerfal languoft trems henceforward 
to' have pcrv~{e.d all their t,anfa&ions. , 

AFTER 
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C HAl". 

xxiI. 
AF."T' '~ the httle of ManiiJlrea, the ex

lltlfred .. 'tate of .all -the hoftil.e pOl9rs pro
llce~.a t~mporary peact', 'mdd the j{ediatiol1 ---..: 
t '!rtaxe"xes. Sparta #otil~ not "~e~e to 
I>.itis I treaty, bef'ar{e it, was. fiipulated that 
reh llht<;, ihould re.tain its poffeffions .rrnt in-
ipendence; an~ ~he Spartans wanted to re

Jver 'the fover~igntJ pf MefTenia, But, un

ole to fucceed wlth,~JUt, the affiftanc..e of their 
allies, wh\~ nq,d :G.gned tht trt:aty, L,,_; dOd 
•. 1 not: 

"'cnture to difiurb the peace of Greec. c4 
irritated againit the Perfian king, F,h~\~ y'¥\ 
barked a large tOl-. "'. under th~ /coJ;ldu_ 
.\gefilaus, to affi~ his rebe1~ous fublects in 
Egypt. That ~ed monarch, n~w' tm the 
verge of the' gf?Ve, [erupled not to become 
the mercenary of rtheIs, and placed firt1 
TachesJI and thea ~ :Ctanebus on the Egy'p
tian thl"One. He did not live to re' .lit his 

\ 

native Ian· .... ·: after a life of ei&(1ty-fou' ye:- .s, 
and a reign of forty-~l1e, he died on the CO?fi: 

of Africa, whither he had bien driven by a 
Rorm; leaving Sparta, whi.fh he hali' found 
powerful and triumph,\\fit, ill a Hatp of weak
pefs and degradation, n~t\V~hft'V1di~& a.ll hi;. 
ialents, and indefati~~le a,,* ':./y• 
, AT this p.eriod, t ~~~ftate, 
~tared!by their~civil ~rs, 
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(. H A p~ and encnrateu by luxury~ ekil5ited" .• ~lallod 
'XXII. cholv t..: 'erie of what the} were in the ag~ 

...III.. 'of iher.l1opyl~ :tl . .i rvlarjh6n. vift nitea; 
without public fpjnt, wit»put fot: Id po\it\c l~ 
viev. 8) ,\ lthou t '. il tue, th I b vorl of the whole 
W.1S tut.t1!y negle\...1ed': ejch ftate· behdd. its 
neighbour with eyc'J o~ (> .iVY or rapaclty" 
the hofom of each, frv,..f Athens, Sparta and 
Thebe~, Ito thF!. mofi;!i!!.1jgnificant republiq 
was tot"" \')'rGifie'J:n'iOn and cabaf, Where ttlt 
cont(' • ~ing pal ties, as they tri~mphed in theil 

~P lled or murdered their opponents. 
thl,., 1,1 lil\vhile, P:lllip of Macedon W'a~ 

rifing i:1to (OTJlequ'wnce, and watching every 
orp ... ),·tun~t./ tv ~vaJl h:mfelf nf their weaknefs 
ar.d (l:H:l1i{,1i~ ~ v"hile Greece iiumbered in fe
curity .. whik it entered /10t into the mind of 
an Athenian or a Spartan, that the :::0nquer
OlG of \e Great King could e',er wear the 
chtl."ns Jf ene .vhom they confidereti. as 'only 
th.! petty cbjef of a barbarian tribe. 

N I S. 




