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aunnﬁg DOC' # 2567 (Revised) Translated by

Defense Language
Branch

INTFRNATIONAL MILITARY TRYBUNAL
" FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMTRICA, et al.
- - Agaiﬁét - -
ARAKI, Sadao, et al,

SWORN DEPOSITION
Deponent: IWAKURO, Takeo

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet and
in accordance with the procedure followed in my country I here-

by depose as follows:

l. My name is IWAKURO, Takeo, I was bofn in Hiroshima-
Ken(Prefecture) on 10 Ontober, 1897 (30th Year of Meiji).

At present I live at No, 789 Denenchofu, 2 Chome, Omori-ku,
Tokyo -to.

In Msrch 1928 (3rd Year of Showa), I was attached to a
section in the Maintenaneée "pureau of the War Minigtry, and in
August 1932 (7th Year of Showa) was transferred to assume the
office as staff to the Kwantung Army. hfter fwo years in Mane-
dhukuo, I returned and served as member of the General Staff
(Headquarters), and junior sec¢retary in the Manchurian Affairs
Bureau, whereupron in February 1937 (14th Year of Showa) was
appointed section chief for War Affairs in Military Affairs
Bureau. Later in 1939 (16th Year of Showa), I was dispatched
to the U.S,A. to assist Ambassador NONURA., Since then I have
taken several posts as regimental commander in the infantry,
and at the time of termination of war was Chief Staff Officer
of the 28th Army at the Burmese Front.,
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2. Tt was since 1 August 1929 (4th Year of Showa) when
General KOISO, then'Maior General, came to assume his office
as Chief of Maintenaneé Bureaia, I myself serving as his sub-
ordinate, that I fcr the fizwt time became acquainted with him,
Later during the General's tenure of office as Chief Staff to
the Kwantuné Armv, I also scrved therein. ;

3. As Chief of lainlcnance Bureau, (From August 1929 to
August 1930) the General wes osreatly distressed then about the
ill-equipment of our army and menition industry, and would re-
peat that it was more than necessary for Javnan to avoid war by
all means. General KPISGt being transferred to Bureeu Chief
for Military Affairs in August 1930 (5th Year of Showa), was
confronted with the dispute between Japan and China, especial=-
1y with the strained situation 1n connection with Manchuria.

However, as stated above, he was well eware then of the
ill-equipment of our army end munition industry end was of opine
fon that military activities should be avolded as & means for :
settling the dispute. Immediately berlore the outbreak of the
incident, Major General TATFRKAWA was disbatcped to Manchuria
by order of the Chief of the General Staif. I was not aware
then as to his mission, but was later informed that he had
been sent to convey the Chief of Staff's instruction of foré-
bearance to the Kwantung Army authorities.

At that time, there was a movement to equip the army in
the ™World War I" mode, for it had been equipped in a more old-
fashioned type of the time of the Russo-Japanese Var,

However, due to the limited buczet and rudimentary condi-
tion of munition industry, we had no%hing but wooden planes
barely encugh'tolorganize 26 companies in the whole army, amongz
which the tctal number of planes availeble for a front were
hardly more then 200, These consisted mostly of scouts (recon-

neissance planes) and fighters, and bombers were Very few, only

sbout 30 in all, As for tanks, we had about 200 extremely old
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type ones,

We were a long way from having a mechanized army, and our
transporv corprs had, Ior tha most vart, to derend on animal

power, Ths numbex of Hovcmatic-waanons feor the ianfantry as

LM.Gs-and H.I,.Gs Fell Tur Salow viat reguired, end we were
obliged to uss duamy gooy (wooden ganz) ex fleza for markings.,
The new typs ©0 figld guns hud tezn aandisd, but we did not at-

tain full equipment owiag tc 1npsurficicney of manufeccouring
capaciuy.

The marufachuring capacity of large calibre guns (above
20 c¢.m.) were especially insuificient, capable of only making
5 or 6 guns 1h 3 ysar's time, Eince the caracity of our muni-
tion industry had bsen ﬁo more than es statsd above, of all our

war-time mrlitary fercse of 32 divisicns, only 8 were newly

equipped in tihs "World War I" type.

L I shail 713zt state as to the attitude of the leaders
of War FMinistry at the time of the outbreak of the Manchurian
Incident. The outbreak of the Incident came so suddenly that
the staff of the War Ministry were all taken aback and felt
too restless to take'up their work for two or three days after
which time they graduelly set on to resume their business,
Especially on 19th September telegrams were received in rapid
succession from the Kwantung Army, according to which we made'
every effort to find out the truth about the case, but had fail=
ed after all to acquire any exact kncwiecge.

Immedlately aftsr the outzreak of the Incident, Colonel
ANDO, Rikichi, the tucn Scction Crnief for'Miltary Service, was
sent to make investigations on the spst as to the true state
of the railway explosion at LIUTIAUKOU. Upcn his return he
made an address of report on the fnvestigation, at the 1lst Con-
ference Room in the War Ministry., .I took the occasion to lis«~

ten to him and learned that there was no doubt as to the explo-

sion being unlawfully committed by Chinese Repulars in Mukden,
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The incident hed broken out inspite of the feeling of the
centrar aulncritiie, hut ndhering to the basic policy of avoid-
lcg war, Susy were ecwdy beas on carrying out the localization
policy az had «iso Bazn dscided vpoun at the cabinet meeting,

As a resull, &n instrucsion was choritly issued to th; Kwantung
Army to kzep firom adwaleiig Dayond.-the Yin-Kuow, Hsimmin, Cheng-
shiatun, Clhaagchun, Xirian lins, and troops which had already
crossed the line were striculy required to retreat within said
line.

Apparently the whole War Ministry, to say nothing of the
Maintenance Bureau, and even the General Staff Headquarters,did
not have in hand any proper policy, in particulsr, towards the
1ncideht, and it was «fter about a week's lapse when the Inci-
dent showed signsz af ezvaaaron that we were obliged to prepare
for steps in case of emergcncy. With reference to materials of
war ,which I took charze of supplies to the Kwantung Army hed
been extremely insufficient, and I was forced totake immediaste
steps to ask for an increase in fund for supplies.

5. Next, with refervence to "The guiding principle of Man-
chukuo", (Ct.Exhibit No., 230) sent by Lt. General KOISO, Chief
of Staff of the Kwantung Army, to Lt. General YANAGA'A, Heisuke,
Vice Minister of War, dated 3 November, 1932, the said principlees
were the exﬁression cf views within the Kwantung Army Headqnar-
ters, in reply to the draft policy deeling with Manchukno by the
2nd Department of CGeneral S£%aff (Headéoueibers), which had been
forwarded to the War Mipistry snd further %o the Kwantung Army
and in response to which. @& above sha*e ,the Commander in Chief
of the Kwantung Army hed them dispatezsd in the name of the Chief
Staff Officer to the Vice Mirister of Var upbn inspecting them
in person. In addition, this document was transacted as an or-
dinary business-document. (It was customary of document of such
kind, except thosé concerning business of roﬁtine and less im-

portance, to be dispatched in the name of the Chief of Staff,)
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6. I shall ataye ﬁext as to the condition of peace a;E\“\\N
order in Manchukuo at the time of my assumption of post in the B
Kwantung Army, The order was issued, appointing me as member
of staff to the Kwantung Army, on 8 August 1932 (7th Year of
Showa)., When I arrived at the Headquarters in the Totaku Bldg, .
in Mukden on 26 August via Chosen and in company with Army
Commander MUTO and Chief of Staff Officer KOISO, the bandits
were actively carrying out underhand disturbanse movements,
Night trains would often be held up, and the situstion went far
as to our suffering attacks by ﬁandita at the aerodrome outaidé
the walls of Mukden city late in September.

In pursuance to Army Commander MUTO's 1n£entioq, General
KOISO as Chief Staff to the Kwentung Army directed his staff
to draft policies for cooperation with Manchukuo along the fol-
lowing lines: |

(1) Restoration of public peace and order,
(2) Meintenance of transpert and communication.,
(3) Development of industry.

Te, 4414 'nos dlfectly take charge of affairs concerning
the restoration of nublic peace and order, However, ‘I had
knowledge of the measures taken and was well-informed of the
actual situation, .In order to convert bandits, totalling more
than 200,000 when i assumed office, to law-abiding people, it
was decided upon to divide the areas on toth sides along the
railway lines and main roads in the Province of Mukden into
several sections and to begin with restoring public peace and
order in one of these segtions, thus gradually extending them
to areas in other provinces, 2

' For this purpose, the CHI-HON (T.N, Literally, to rule ti
source of root) and CFI-HYO (T.M. To rule an object) operatione
were carried out at the same time; The former was a kind of a

thorough going measure to uproot and check all evil sources

and was taken charge in main by the Manchukuo Government, It
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was a podricy to develonp industry, rule vell snd tc acncmoiate
wanderers and vagrants.

Thellatte;.was a swipe-out mov:ment aimed direcily at the
bandits, snd was carried out under c¢o-nype€ration of the Manchu-
kuoan A my and the Kwanuune Army, The Kwantung Army used no
little funds to call on and placo*e bandits, which were vsual-
ly the step taken up first, and onlj when the bandits made no
response to the repeated arguments did they resort to arms.,

Ih suppression campeigns, chiefly the Manchukuoan Army used to
lead the way, Wheneﬁer the bandits surrendered arms,.they were
forgiven. Their weapons were brought up, and they were either
returned to their native places or enlisted in the Manchukuaan
Army or other@ise, when not qualified for military service, in
the engineering and canstruction unit (labor service corps) of
the Naticnal Road Bureau or in other labor services fitting
their experience. Such was the policy practiced in order -to
convert them to civilian life as law-abiding people, and we
never killed a soul who had surrendered himself., FEspecially
in the case of General Ting-Chao who had returned to civilian
life upon surrendcr, he felt so grateful for the treatment he
received that he called on Commender in Chief MUTO in Hsinking
to plege éllegiancc to NManchukuo, .

Strenuous efforts were made to méintain transport'and |
communication lines for the purpose of contributing to the res-
toration of public peace and order and to the development of
industry,

The planning for industriél develppmeﬁt was made in res-
ponse to the request of the Manchukuoan Government, or studied
on our own accord, as a result of which any definite plan we
formed was submitted to the Manchukuoan Government for epproval.
It was left to the discretion of the Prime Winister of Manchukuo
to decide whether to acoept or reject any plan.

Further with regard to industrial development, General

o e
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KOISO rejected to an extreme the ideas of interest cherished
by the Japanese people (national ersoism) in order to check
the dominasnce of grafters, whereupon he was subjected to
their censure, He stood, firm however énd adhered to his viewq?
persis*:ntly wishing thet a feair chance be given to any enter-
prise from any field at home snd abroad in establishing itselff
in compliance with princivles of open-door =and equal oppor£u- 
nity. However, due to the insufficient condition of public
peace and order, it was to be regretted that even the Japanese
enterprises showed little activity in esteblishing themselves,
s - ¥ A_certain KYO"A Association (T.N, The Assoclstion of

Harmony) hed been organized in Vanchukuo, which however tended
to lapsing into = politicai body of @& "one party for one state"
character, Fursuant to instructions of Army Commander MUTO,
General KOISO advised the president of General Affairs of the
Manchukuo Government to the effect that though there was no
objection to mesintaining it as a cultural body it would be in-
advisable to encourage its growth as a political party. I un-
derstend that Army Commander MITO had also refused the request
by the =aid bodyhto become an advisor.’ 8 -

9. In compliance with the Army Commander's strict policy,
Kwantung Army forces had made évery effort to keep from advanc-
ing beyond the Great Wall into North China areas, However, in
April 1933 (8th Yeer of Showa), upon repulsing the obstinately
defient Chinese Army;.some of the forces pursued them far off
the battle-fields beyond the Great Wall for a time. General
KOIS0, “hief of Staff, was then in Tokyo on business, but I
reme mber that on lesrning this, he wired to the Army Commander
suggesting the prompt withdrawal of troops within the 1ine of
the Great Wall,

Cn the next occasion in May, when we maﬁe rursuit beyond

the Great Wall, General KOISO had elready returned to his post.

This time it was a counter-attsck earried out by order of the
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Army Commender, who was of the opinicn that unless we deg! =
smashing blow on the Chineés Army whicn had moved to make o
serious attack on the Grcat Wall 1ine we should never be
enabled to bring an end to env war srcund ths Great Wall. The
conclusion of the Tengku Agore-ment Inthe end of May was at-
tributable to this action, nexcafter being able n rectore
peace in the edjacent zone to North_thina.' Tlie mo.ive as to
this action was quite different to that with regard to the first
edvance beyond the Great 'ell Line, 8s I recall that the form-
er action was teken up for the nurposec of rendering any other
future advance beyond the Great Wall unnecessary.

10. The last time I met General KOISO wes in 1939 (14th
Y «ar of Showa) when I was Section Chief for Wer Affairs and
sent on an errand of Lt. General YAMAWAKI, Vice Minister of
War, to call on General KOISO, who was then Minister of Over-
seas Affairs, et his room in said Ministry. This visit was
mede to ask for the General's mediation, since there was a
great difference then in opinion between the Army and Navy
with regard to the conclusion of a tripartite alliance, and
the stmosphere was impending that this might bring abotut at
any time ¢ split in public opinion. In reply to this, the
General expressed his views in a letter tothe effect that the
disruption of the netional view was by no means advisable;

that in his opinion, a tripartite alliance would probably re-

sult in Germany's profit at Japan's cost which would mean great-

er detriment, end less benefit to us, and that therefore, the
subject should be dropped whereupon we should lead the nation-
el view to unification.

On this S5th:day of Avreril, 19k,

At Tokyo.

Depon:nt: IWAKURO, Takeo (Seal)
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deponent,

O=ACTSH

In accordafice with my conscience 1 swear to tell the whole

- -

truth withholding nothing end sddirg nothning.

f

0, Takeo (Seal)

/S/ TWAKUR
IVAKURO, TaKeo 3

L4

T hereby certify that the above stotement was sworn by th
who affixed his signeture nnd seal thereto in_the pre-

sence of this Witnass,

L]

On the seme day.

At Tokyo.

Witness: SAMMONJI, Shohei (5S¢

AVIfOTJ1, Shohel
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