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KOFA
AMERICAN DRUG COMPANY

FEDERAL INC., US.A,
120 NANKING ROAD, SHANGHAI

-3
REGISTERED TRADE MARK
5%

Manufacturing Chemists and Dealers in Drugs, Chemicals,
Pharmaceuticals, Hospital and Laboratory Supplies

ANALYTICAL REAGENTS

d manufactured by Schering-Kalhlbaum, A-G., Berlin
MICROSCOPIC STAINS, INDICATORS AND ANILIN DYES
manufactured by Dr. K. Hollborn and Soehne, Leipzig
(Original-Gruebler-Hollborn and Giemsa Preparations)

LABORATORY EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES:

. “Jena” Laboratory Glassware, “Berlin” Porcelain Ware, .
“Reichert” Microscopes and Microtomes, “Schleicher & Schuell” Filter-
Paper. Analytical Balances, Scales and Weights, Scientific Apparatus.

HOSPITAL EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES:

Operating and_Hospital Furnpiture, Invalid Chairs, Stretchers, Sterili-
zers, Disinfectors, Incubators, Surgical Instruments, Surgical Rubbergoods,
Enamel-, Porcelain- and Glassware.

Please write for our Price Lists.
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PRELUDE
“There is many a star a-glowing”
On the brim of the mitky way,
| would | could spread soft wings
And fly to the topmost and stay.

K. C. HSIN.

THOUGHTS ON THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF KWANG HUA UNIVERSITY
A man’s life, it has been said, is three score years and ten. and if by
reason of strength it be more than these, yet is his life full of labor and
sorrow. The life of an institution is not so limited; yet an institution
which reaches its tenth birthday is considered to be one which has
proved itself worthy of confinuing.

In life we like landmarks. They help us to make our inventories,
to take stock of what we have done and of what we hope to do. It is
customary in the life of an institution to do this every ten years. Time
is an important element in our human existence,

It is a good and happy thing then. that we are setting aside some
time in our busy school life at Kwang Hua this year to celebrate the
successful passage of the first ten years of our history. When a child
begins to walk, it is not with entire confidence and eagerness that it tries
out its 1egs but with some misgivings as to its ability to stay on them.
and we must admire greatly the initiative, the courage, and the persist-
ence with which the President and other leaders of Kwang Hua, not only
began the work of the university. but have followed up their ideals for
the school.

The world of our day does not cast out a rosy path to people with
visions of good work; rather, it presents more difficulties, especially
financial, and those coming from the unsettled minds, not only of the
young, but of the older people throughout the world today. We must,
therefore. appreciate the difficult position of those who hold themselves
responsible for the work and organization of our university. When 2
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university is old enough to have established traditions of its own, so that
fathers tell their sons what the sons must do in the old school to keep
up the reputation of the university as the fathers knew it in their day,
much of the hard work is carried in this way, but at the beginning there

is no such tradition. We can encourage and help those in charge of the
school, by setting high standards and keeping to them, not only in
scholarship bnt in conduct. Each student renders a great service to his
university by honest work. In time the school that has had many such
students has a firmly established tradition which is stronger than rules
1aid down by authorities.

We are fortunate in being a private university. The place of private
institutions for higher learning is very great in China today With
demands on every hand, the national budget is too limited to provide
for as many schools as we need. Even in the prosperous days of
America, private schools sent out some of the most important leaders
for the country. Private schools are not dominated by politics, nor by
some religious sect. This kind of thing is not new in China, for the
founding of academies such as The White Deer Grotto of Sung, and of
The Tung Lin of Ming, established centers of learning and of discipline
where men of high moral quality came together. Our “shih ming” is
more than to revive these classical institutions, for our environment
demands a wider field of knowledge than they covered, but we have the
same opportunity to become a power for learning and moral endeavor
that they became, through their private establishment.

As to our location, we are extremely fortunate in being on one of
the important highways of Shanghai. Encircling our campus are
beautiful streams of water. In these we have the possibillies of beauty
to be added as time goes on. On every hand lie broad fields, and
handsome estates; no factories spoil our view.

Shall we not congratulaie those who have made our university
what it is, and ourselves that we have the opportunity to help establish
honest traditions in it for China and the years to come!
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Su Tang-Po’s Literary Background
and His Proze-Poetry
By Chi'en Chung-Shu (& &

Of the Sung dynasty, it may be said, as Hazlitt said of himself in the words of
Iago, that it is nothing if not critical. The Chinese people dropped something of
their usual wise passiveness during the Sung dynasty, and “pondered, searched,
probed, vexed, and criticised”. This intellectual activity, however, is not to be
compared with that of the Pre-Chin period, the heyday of Chinese philosophy. The
men of the Sung dynasty were inquisitive rather than speculative, filled more with a
sense of curiosity than with a sense of mystery. Hence, there is no sweep, no
daring, no roominess or margin in their intellectualism. A prosaic and stuffy thing
theirs is, on the whole. ‘This crltical spirit revealed itself in many directions, particul-
arly in the full flourish of literary criticism and the rise of the taochsueh (G 58), that
melange adultere of metaphysics, psychology, ethics and easuistry.

Literary criticism in China is an unduly belated art. Apart from a handful of
abiter dicta scattered here and there, Liu Hsieh's Literary Mind (%4783 4 BE 31
and Lo Chi's A Prosespoem on Literature (B2 2 2 %) are all the critical writings that
count up to the Sung dynasty. Thereis Chung Yung's Classification of Poets (£3155355)
of course. But Chung Yung is a literary genealogist rather than a critic, and his
method of simply dividing poets into sheep and goats and dispensing praise or
dispraise where he thought due, is the reverse of critical, let alone his fancifal
altempts to trace literary parentages(l). Ssu-Kung Tu's Characterisations of Poetry
(8] & [ 3¢ &) is a different matter (2). Sswkung Tu seeks to convey purely with
imagery the impressions registered by a sensitive mind of twenty four different kinds
of poefry: “pure, ornate, grotesque,” etc. His is perhaps the earliest piece of
“impressionistic” or “creative criticism” ever written in any language, so quietly
ecstatic and so autonomous and self-snfficient, ;:s it were, in its being, but it fails on-
that very account to become sober and proper criticism. It is not until the Supg
dynasty that criticism begins to be practised in earnest. Numerous “causeries on
poetry” (#¥2%) are written and principles of literature are canvassed by way of
commentaries on individual poets. Henceforth, causeries on poetry become

blished as the vehicle for Chi criticism. One must note in passing that there
do not appear professional critics with the rise of criticism. In those good old days
of China, criticism is always the prerogative of artists themselves. The division of
labour between critics and artists in the West is something that the old Chinese
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Jiterati would scoff at. ‘The criticism of the Sung dynasty, like all Chinese criticisms
before the “New Literature Movement” with the possible exception of Lin Hsieh's
Literary Mind, is apt to fasten upon particulars and be given too much to the study of

best words in best places. Bat it is symptomatic of the critical spirit, and there is an
end of it.

‘The Chinese common reader often regards the men of the Sung dynasty as
prigs. Their high seriousness and intellectual and moral squeamishness are at once
irritating and amusing to the ordinary easy-going chinese temperament. There is
something paralysing and devitalising in their wire-drawn casuistry which induces
hostile critics to attribute the collapse of the Sung dynasty to its philosophers. There
is also a disingenuousness in their attempts at what may be called for want ofa bettel.:
name, philosophical masquerade: to dress up Taoism or Buddhism as orthodox
Confucianism. One need but look into Sketehes in a Villa (RIS 5E88) and Causeries
on Poetry in a Garden (Eil§#$5%) to see what a good laugh these two coxcombs of
letters, Chi Yuen (#f189) and Yuan Mei ($i#%) have had at the expense of the Sung
philosophers and critics respectively. Nevertheless one is compelled to admit that
the Sung philosophers are unequelled in the study of mental chemistry. Never has
human nature been subjéct fo a more rigorous scrutiny before or since in the history
of Chinese thought. For what strikes one most in the faoshsueh is the emphasis on
self-knowledge. This constant preying upon itself of the mind is quite in the spirit
of the age. The Sung philosophers are morbidly introspective, always feeling their
moral pulses and flonndering in their own streame of consciousness. To them, their
mind verily “a kingdom is”. They analyse and pulverise human nature. But for
that moral bias which Nietzsche thinks to be also the bane of German philosophy,
thrir vivisection of human soul would have contributed a good deal to what Santayana
calls literary psychology.

The poetry of the Sung dynasty is also a case in point. It is a critical
commonplace that the Sung poetry furnishes a striking contrast to the T'ang poetry.
Chinese poetry, hitherto ethereal and delicate, seems in the Sung dynasty to take on
flesh and becomes a solid, {full blooded thing. It is more ighted with the burd
of thought. Of course, it still looks light and slight enough by the side of Western

poetry. But the lightness of the Sung poetry is that of an aeroplane describing
graceful curves, and no longer that of a moth flutiering in the mellow twilight. In
the Sung poetry one finds very little of that auggestiveness, that charm of a heautiful
thing imperfectly beheld, which foreigners think characteristic of Chinese poetry in
general. [nstead, one meets with a great deal of naked thi.pking and outright
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speaking. It may be called “Seatimental” in contradistinction to the T’ang poetry
which is on the whole "“naive”, to adopt Schiller'’s useful antithesis. 1he Sung poets,
however, make up for their loss in lisping naivete and lyric glow by a finesse in feeling
and observation, In their descriptive poetry, they have the knack of taking the thing
to be described sur le vifs witness Lo Yu (B£i#) and Yang Wan-li (#31581). They
have also a better perception of the nuances of emotion than the T'ang poets, as can
be seen particularly in their tz'z (23), a species of song for which the Sung dynasty is
justly famous (3). Small wonder that they are deliberate artists, considering the fact
that they all have been critics in the off houre of their inspiration, The most annoy-
ing thing about them is perhaps their erudition and allusiveness which makes the
enjoyment of them to a large extent the luxury of the initiated even among the
Chinese.

The interest of Su Tung-po for us lies in the fact that he does not share the
spirit of his rge. He seems to be born out of his due time and is nonetheless an
anachronism for being himself unaware of it. To begin with, he is not critical in the
sense that his contemporaries are critical. In the excellent account of Su's philosophy
of art, Mr. C. D. Le Gros Clark has shown that Su goes to the root of the matter; he
turns from the work of the art to the mind of the artist: A poet, according to Su
should “merge himself” with reality, and not content himself with the mere polishing
of literary surfaces (4}. Cowmpared to this conception of the ontological affinity
between the the artist and Nature, the most meticulous studies of Su’s Contemporaxies

in diction and technique dwindle into mere fussi of the near-sighted over deteils.
Again, Su has a rooted antipathy against the spiritual pedantry of the tao-hsueh, that
“unseasonsble ostentation” of conscience and moral sense. He speaks disparagingly
of the high talk about human nature and reason, and the inefficiency of those who
model themselves upon Confucius and Mencius (5). He is also opposed to Cheng Yi
{#259), the leader of the tao-hsuek party in politics with a virulence almost incompati-
ble with his otherwise genial and tolerant character (6). He is probably still in
purgatory for these offences. --Chu Hsi (2:3%) has condemned him several times in his
writings (7). and, in a way, to be dispraised of Chu Hsi is no small praise! Finally, as
a poet, he is comparatively the most “naive” his*’senti lig ies.

‘Though no “native wood notes wild”, his poetry smells more of the perfume of books,
as the Chinese phrase goes, than of the lamp oil. His stylistic feats seem ratherlucky '
accidents than the results of sweating toil. He is much more spontaneous and simple
in the mode of feeling than (say) Huang T ing-chien, (3%5252) who and Su are the
twin giants in the Sung poetry. Ling Ai-hsuan (#3£4F) has put the contrast between
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Sn and Huang in a nutshell ble to Jot 's epi on the diffe

between Dryden and Pope. “Sn’s poetry is manly and walks in big strides while
Huang's is woman-like and walks in mincing steps” (8). Has not Su himself also said
that simplicity and primitiveness should be the criteria of good art (9)?

Su’s strains are as profuse as his art is unpremeditated. He throws outhisgood
things to the winds with the prodigality and careless opulence of Nature. Here's
God’s plenty indeed! Hesaysofhisownstyle: “My styleis like 2 spring of inexhaus-
tible water which bubbles and over-flows where it lists, no matter where. Running
its course through the plains, it may glide along at the speed of a thousand 4 a day.
"When it threads ifs way through cliffs and mountains, one never knows beforehand -
what size it would assume to conform with these pbstacles......... It flows where it
must flow and stops where it must stop “(10). Elsewhere he repeats almots verbatim
what he says here with the additional metaphor that our style should be tike the
floating clond (11). It is significant that this simile of water with its association of
fiuidity and spontaneity recurs with slight variations in all criticisms of Su. To guote
a few ex: les from his c« poraries will suffice: his brother Tzu-yu () likens
his style to a mountain stream young after rain (12); Huang Ting-chien, to the sea,
tractless and boundless into which all rivers empty (13); Li Chi-ch'ing (Z=£55), to an
impetuous flood (14); Hsu Kai (5, to a big river (15). Thus the abiding
impression of Su’s art is one of “spontaneous overflow.” Ch’ien Ch'ien-i (§&if#%)

varies the metaphor by comparing Su’s style to quicksilver and draws the conclusion
that the Taoist and Buddhist Naturalism must have been the formative influence in
Su's lite and art (16)—a conclusion Mr. Le Gros Clark arrives at independently four
centuries later. .

It is strange that this Naturalism which exercises a liberating influence upon
Su should also form an important element in the harrowing, cut-and-dry Sung philo-
sophy or t'ashsueh, One istempted to think that whereas the Sung philosophers are
only naturalistic in “creed,” Su is naturalistc in “character.” Su is a spirit apart
indeed ! : o

Famed in all great arts, Su is supreme in prose-poetry or the Fu () (17). In
other species of writing, he only developes along the lines laid down by his immediate
prodecessors; but ilis prose-poetry is one of those surprises in the history ofliterature.
Here is an art rediscovered that has been lost for several centuries. The whole T'ang
dynasty is a blank as far as prosepoetry is concerned (18). The famoas prose-poems
by Han Yu (§¢1) and Liu Tsung yoan (¥)525%) are ell stiff-jointed, imitative and
second-rate. Oun-yang Hsiu (gXf}{%) first shows the way by his magnificent Avtuma
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Dirge (19), and Su dog.s the rest. In Su's hands, the Fir becomes a new thing: he

3

bringsease into what has hitherto been stately; he ck the prced
tread suggestive of the military drill into a swinging gait, even now and tnen a gallop;
and he di: with altogether that elaborate pageantry which old writers of the
Fu are so fond of unrolling before the reader (20). Heis by far the greatest Fu writer
since Yu Sin (Ef%). While Yu Sin shows how supple he can be in spite of the cram-
ping antithetical style of the Fu, Su succeeds in softening and thawing this rigid style,
smoothing over its angularity and makiog the sharp ;;oiuts of the riming antitheses

melt into one another. T’ang Tsu-hsi (J5F78) does not exaggerate when hesays that
in the Fu Su “beats oll the ancients” (21). The fag-end of a foreword is not the place
for a detailed discossion of the literary quslities of Su's Fu's. Su's nsual freakishness,
bouyancy, humour, abundauce of metaphor are all there, But critics, while noting
all there, have overlogked that which distinguishes his Fu’s from his other writings
—the difference in fezipo, Su's normal style is “eminently rapid”, as Arnold says of
Homer, in his prose-poems, however, he often slackens down almast to the point of
languidness as it he were caressing every word he speaks., Take for instance the
section in Red Cliff Part I beginning with Su's question “Why is it so?” it moves with
the deliberate slowneess and ease of 2 slow-motion picture. What is said above does
not apply, of course, to such sorry stuffsas Modera Music in the Yensho Palace, On the
Restoration of the Examination System, etc., which Mr. Le Gros Clark has also translated
for the sake of having Su's prose-poems complete in English. They are written in
the style empese, being rhetorical exercises borrowed from “smbulant political

experts”, as Mr. Waley points out.

‘There is therefore, no better proof of Mr. Le Gros Clark's deep knowledge of
Chinese literature than his choice of Su’s fu's for translation. Throughout the whole
translation he shows the scruples of a true scholar and the i inative sympathy

possible only to a genuine lover of Su. His notes and commentaries are particularly
valusble, and so much more copions and learned than Lung Yi (§#8)'s that even
Chinese students will profit by them in rending Su’s prose-poems in the original. If
the English reader still can not exchange smiles and salutes wite Su across the great
gulf of time so familiarly as the Chinese does, it is perhaps due to a difficulty inherent
in the very nature of translation. It is certainly no fault of Su's accomplished
translator.
May, 1935,




THE ENIGMA OF LIFE

BY T. L. CHAN

-“Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the
earth? Declare, if thou hast understanding.”

The Book of Job, Chapter 38.

No one who has ever come across with the Book of Job could fail
to be impressed by a sense of selfless humility, of the greatness of the )
cosmic powers, 2 sense that brings him immediately face to face with a
riddle that is at once fundamental and universal, though not exhaust-
ible. The above quotation I have taken down from chapter 38 of the
Book of Job; it, alone, above all, has influenced me with the greatest
and most kindly inspirations. And in moments when I am drifting
dreamily under the flow of such inspiring thoughts, I would so much
as wishing to challenge the entire world, especially to those who fortify
themselves under a fabulous wall of knowledge, who pretend to be the
embodiment of all informations, and who inveigh all Old Classics as
ennui souls of a dead people, asking them to “declare,” if they have

any understanding.

Though no definite date is so far accessible concerning the correct
time in which the Book of Job is written, fragmentary evidences of the
book reveal that it was written at least before the sixth centary B. C.
in which period all prophets, being reticent on the point which Job
found so inconsistent in Jehovah’s judgments, were unanimous in their
common alliance regarding the ordinary idea of justice. C. J. Ball, a
writer of a revised text of the Book of Job, holds, by some interpretative
philolbgical differences, that the probable date of the Book points to
the Persian Period. However, the settled definitiveness of the date
has little to do with the intrinsic value of the Book, much less with
what I am attempting to say here; and, the more remote the date points
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to the higher will be our admiration to the writer who has so genuinely

inserted in his works a touch of universal quality which the vastness
of the ages has not obscured. After a repeated perusal, I could not
help but be overcome by a sense of admiration which immediately
associated itself with a hoary picture of a dignified sage or prophet, the
writer, who, despite the handicap he was subjected to in his
limited scope of scientific knowledge, struggled to reason with the
omnipotent nature. With this sudden expansion or emancipation of
the imaginative power, I begin to justify my own existence and the
things that happen to me everyday by searching for an ultimate cause
that seems to be governing and directing our world.

It is surprising to say that I, after much thinking and reasoning,
arrive at an almost similar conclusion as vague as what Job has sought
out in his experience. The lapse of more than two thousand years has
registered no definite progress in our universal search for a tangible
answer of “Life and Existence,” and we attribute shamelessly to ours-

elves the pompous name ‘““Modern” !

Though I would not assume that what I have come to is prolific
or representative of the temper of modern thinking, and though others
with deeper insight and understanding might have grappled a solution
satisfactory to themselves, I can honestly confess that I, at least, have
plodded my way circuitously to a round nothingness whence I have
commenced my exploitation............that life and nature are composed
of the most complex and at the same time most simple elements. They
are, in short, inconceivable. As a result, my attempt to enhance my
understanding of Life and Nature which human beings have claimed
pedantically as the precious property that marks the fundamental
difference between civilization and bestiality ended in a tragic conscious-
ness of the impotence of human power to penetrate into the guarded
cosmic riddle. Are we not today, as Shakespeare has once said, still
“Flies” to the spiritual and material world.?
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To those (I do not exclude myself)whose intellectual power has not
attained a mental height or equilibrium through his philosophical
researches fora synoptic understanding of human existence, the subtle
perception of which demands a higher mental faculty that could not
possibly be possessed by mediocre persons, sheer spiritual escapes into
an imaginative world could in no way be satisfactory to their irresistable
longing inquisitiveness. This being oo subtle for them. Even writers
of Romanticism, as Keats, a genius gifted with the “divine, winged
imaginations,” doubted, in moments, as to the substantiality of living a -
spiritual life.

“Adieu ! the fancy cannot cheat so well
As she is famed to do, deceiving elf.”

It is these ever-deceiving elves, unsatiable to human dreams as they
are, that have evoked the half-chiding and kindly output of emotions
of innumerable poets, inspired divine imageries, and marked the history
of literature with a flowery trail of incessant and everlasting beauty. As
far as I believe, the Garden of Eden will never come to be a true existence
in this world again. Nor will the “complex retreat” of the Rousseauist
into some “land of Chimeras” or “land of heart’s desire” be in one day
a reliable linking pass that abridges Johnson’s “sober probability” and
the verisimilar “towers of ivory”. Itdoesnot, however, follow that those
who have nourished such imaginative activities have not in any way
detected the deceitfulness of a fictitious world of illusion, and that 1
am the first one, in so far as Literary Criticism is concerned, to
discriminate between dreams and facts: I do not wish to stand aloof
from what is composed of the common quality of human being's; for, in
so doing, I will be stripping myself off of the essence of a “man” and
become a supernatural being. Neither have I the intenton to misprize
the sublime imaginations conceived of such exemplary masters as
distinguished from the extreme-romantists or extreme-sentimentalists;
in fact, their illusions are not without admirable values and beaufies,
And to come to what I have said at first, inasmuch as the inexplicability
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of human existence and the failure on the part of man to find a synoptic
solution for it exist in this world, human being, will continue to seek
fervently and half dreamily for the Noah's Ark, the life-boat in the storm
of Life, to some Arcadia, tottering from time to time, on the brink of
“sober probability” and dreamy illusions.

As to the material side of our life “the world is too much with us”;

and no one, however secluded he is to the worldly affairs, could by no
means pretend to be insensible to the grasping forces that the material
world is now inflicting over him. Thatsuch a pressing power is growing
and not altogether impalpable can best be illustrated by Emerson’s lines:

“There are two laws discrete

Not reconciled,

Law for man, and law for thing;

The last builds town and fleet,

But it runs wild,

And doth the man unking,

Such being the situation of our modern world, it seems, then, that
the world in which Job found so little consistency and justice must have
been one that was quite different from our world of science. Doubtless,
our world of to-day has put on & new attire, an alluring outer appearance,
the surface of which is tinged with a greyish color of steel and iron
interwoven with an ambient network of electric wires, and which smells
of a heavy grease; but have we changed mucl; of our inner attributes?
The drastic growth of science during the nineties has marked the
breaking down of the last barrier of the Churches; today, radical
iconoclasts are shattering whatever idols that they could find in their
way; and yet, we have in no way exempted ourselves from the tyranny
of 2 God. We have, indeed, as the “backsliding Israels,” worshipped a
new God, Science, from whom we have expected to receive an unique
explanation of the entire universe with a sanguine eagerness. To this,
unfortunately, the last world War and the following crisis and
Depression have left us an afflicting impression that has struck deep in
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to our heart, our “golden-calf” has betrayed us. Losing thus all our

essential strongholds, we stray once more in dark dismay; we are, in fact,
reduced to a spiritual poverty as pathetic as that of Job. We are only
all the more worse off than Job when we find ourselves clothed within
a glittering modern dress.......e..........our approach to nature is
obstructed and veiled by a tenacious wall of steel! I would not go so
far as to compare this world with *a whited sepulchre” full of withered
bones, but would not the handsome, juvenile Faust have suffered less if
he had had a younger soul? In so far as I can foresee, our relentive
minds will never be able to keep pace with the progress that is being
done in the mental world in the course of the march of time. There
is nothing in the world as can give an answer to the significance of our
Sonl and Existence, any more than there is a solution for the things that
happen each day; and our God of Science is, of course, by far the one
that is possible of giving us a satisfactory denouement about the
mysteries of Life. Biblical Literatures and Goethe have stood up
ineradicable in the History of Literature because the people of all ages—
even the ages to come—suffers the same spiritual hunger and craves
for the same enigmatic explanaton of Life. The farther they are from
Ancient eras, the higher will be their cry and deeper their sympathy
for Job!

Anatole France has once said that a book is a work of magic, but I
would say that books are the Sphinxes of Life, each one suggesting a
new riddle, until, to the end, you are overwhelmed by all and sink back
again into a blank emptiness. But, paradoxical enough, Life is invested
with all the more beauty when it remains to be unanswerable;' as full
satisfaction is always apt to draw away the beauty it contains. There-
fore, let us continue to seek for Truth in utter warmness, to reason
with the great universe with no mean acquiescence, and o be satisfied
with the little faith we find in this world as Job did, even though we
know that no Oedipus is clever enough for it, and that it will remain
to be an everlasting rid‘dle. It is the spirit that counts, not the ultimate
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consequence; we know how Leonidas and his 300 Spartans in Thermo-
pylae stood against a greater force even in a situation wherein the
impending failure is obvious and irrevocable. Thus, as long as the
opposing forces of Leonidas are not conquered, which is nothing but
natural, “Job” will continue to be read and loved by all nations, and in
the garden of the literary world, here and there sporadic little flowers
will continue to bloom with a beauty not unlike that of the Book of Job.

“Life! Iknow nat what thou art,

But know that thou and I must part;

And when, or how, or where we met

I own to me’s a secret vet.”

A. L. BARBAULD,
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AROUND THE GIRLS' DORMITORY
By T. Y. Tsou

As soon as one enters Kwang Hua University she is charmed by a
group of murmuring pines and graceful willows growing picturequely in
the northeastern corner of the campus. Within this grove there is a
white sunburned building with four shinning black corners looking to
the sky like an old Chinese mediaeval castle. Around the hall there
are flowerbeds which contribute the fragrance of plants. ‘This is the
girl’s dormitory where one may find various kinds of bright, lively and
young attractive looking girls living in separate rooms with neatly- -
covered beds and desks.

Looking into the parted curtains of some of the open doors, one
may find some pale-faced girls who confine themselves to their suffoca-
ting rooms reading suffocating things. There are two things in their
desks. ‘These are their watches and their thick books. They recite
word by word whatever is written in the books and lock from time to
time at the watches to see if the hour has pasted quickly. When a girl
cannot sleep soundly, she takes codliver oil. She looks pale and con-
sumptive, her eyes are wide open till day-break. When a dark shadow
from clothes falls on her or there is some mysterious sound from the
neighbouring room in the night, the bookworm is so afraid that she
will cover her head fully with the blanket in order that the ghost might
not come to her. If anyone asks her about something happening in the
school or about her classmates or her roommates, all she can getisa
negative. On the other hand if she asks her about something in her
books, she will recite word by word in one breath. She never attends
any meeting, even the memorial service for Dr. Sun Yat San. If the
registrar decides that there will be a roll-call at the memorial service
on the next Monday, the book-worm comes out of her suffocating room
and attends the service with blue face, saying that she has lost an hour
of study. She is as merry as a lark when she gets an A or B in her
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monthly test, and she makes a very deep impression on the professors.
On the other hand, if she gets C or D in the monthly test, she sobs so
bitterly that anyone seeing her might be moved by her bitterness. Iam

not afraid to say that she might have “T-B” before being entitled to the
degree of “B.A.”

On the other hand there are some joyful, lovely rosy-cheeked girls
in Kuang Hua. They consider the sensation of beauty so rapturous a
thing that they run the risk of making the pursuit of such sensations
the “one” object of their existence; of sweeping the water of life with
basy nets in the hope of entangling some beauty of bright happiness.
This kind sleeps late and gets up late. “Cuis” mean nothing toher. It
seems quite strange to her that when one reads in the library, she soon
has a headache, but when she writes letters, page after page, or chatters
with her friends for hours, she never becomes weary. Iwish that could
drop into the rooms of these joyful, girls and hear the insensate chorus
of bright songs and the nonsenical tete-a-tetes. How sweetly these girls
sing songs! How the whisper to each other on many langhable things
at which Cupid smiles, Diana blushes, and Venus is choked. How these
girls sit around the desk to eat cakes, candies, oranges, peanuts etc.
Whenever a professor assigns that to-morrow we will have a monthly
test on a certain book, there is a sudden change in the room. The
happy, lively girls burn their mid-night oil and sit like Chinese monks
murmuring their holy doctrines. If there is much to cram, skillfully
guess the sub}ect and pick out something important to study which the
teacher might ask.

Somewhat similar to those lovely girls are the ones )vho consider
it important to be healthy in their physical bodies as compared to their
minds. They practically and merrily live according to their “eat and
play” policy. They regard a college B.A. as 154 credits, eight examina-
tions and a certain number of test and recitations. They are always as
happy as can be for they can go to various cities such as Nanking and
Soochow to show their ability in playing games or ball while their
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schoolmates are taking their monthly tests. Though they have many
cuts and leave a blank in their monthly record their cuts are omitted and

they can pass their courses freely. After play, one can see them skip
lightly into the dormitory with smiles on their lively dark blooming faces,
while their friends welcome them home with admiration, and ask how
they succeeded in the games.

Among the above-mentioned girls there are many bright, modest,
keen and plainly dressed girls who are ready to work with interest, rea;dy
to listen breathlessly to anything that strikes their fancy and ready to be
asked questions by the professors. They get up early and go to sleep
early. They tend to look upon their work as an agreeable necessity
which they do conscientiously. expecting something particular from it.
They play games ardently and take walks after the day’s work. Some-
times they go hand in hand in the muddy street of Great Western road.
They look here and there to observe a sudden feast of delicate colours;
the rich green of the grass, the foliage of the lime trees, the brown
winkled muddy streams, the pale moss on the walls, the biue bright sky
which is powered with sun-light that makes a sudden delicate harmony
of tints. They have seen the place a hundred times before yet they get
happier each time in their powerful perception of the natural and
beautiful scenery. It seems to ebb and flow in their eyes like some
secret tide, independent alike of health and of joy. These are times in
their lives when they seem to go singing on their way and the beauty
of the world sets itself in their vision like a quiet harmoney to the song
they uplift. It happens that when one drops into the modest room
after four o'clock these girls will raise their sharp pitched tones to
argue with each other about their lessons or some interesting problems
such as, “should China have various kinds of native clubs?” Either
side has such reasonable statements that they speak loudly and can't
catch a single word from each other. The girls living in the neighboring
rooms come to see what is happening in the room Some of them will
join the argument and one of them will be the judge. So these girls
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have practised acﬁﬁty end mixed much with their fellows, they taught,
worked, organised, directed, in the society of girls, and have a mysterious
power of Ieading other girls.

Saturday and Sunday furnish an attractive Hollywood Parade in the
girl's dormitory. Some of the lively girls dress in their beautiful
pyjamas and skip out of the domitory to sit astride 2 white horse under
the green wood tree shadows along the asphalt road. Some of the
beautiful blooming girls put on their best up-to-date gawns, and wave
their black shinning hair with delightful curls and shine their high-
heeled shoes as bright, and gleaning as & mirror. Other diligent girls
put their books in the delicate, beautiful receptacles. Where are they
going? Surely they go home to pay dutiful visits to their parents!




Lady Windermere’s Fan
(An Analysis of the Author’s Mind as Suggested in this Play)
By K. C. Hsin

“Life is not a speculation. It is a sacrament. Its ideal is Love.

Its purification is sacrifice.”—Lady Windermere.

This noble thought, this philosophical idea, who can express? Most
of the people look upon life as a speculation. They love something just
for their self satisfaction. They sacrifice for something just for their
passing curiosity. Indeed they despise, mock, abandon, sneerat, but
never respect life. With these ignorant fellows, certainly we need not
trouble ourselves in discussing them any longer. But at the same time,
their is a class of people, who have realized the humble attitude of the
common crowd, and thought to acquire a peculier view of life. They
neglect, however, the importance of life, and soon become a group of
transcendentalists. They have good imaginaton, but they cannot make
it concrete or practical. So for as life itself is concerned, this class of
people is good Tor nothing. 'The proper attitude towards life is, there—
fore, that which takes life as a sacrament, and makes it worthy living.

It was no one else but Oscar Wilde who first bore this attitude.

Take “Lady Windermere's Fan” as an example. In this famous play,
the characters are so respectful as to bear the same attitude as did Osear
Wilde. Love is their spirit, and sacrifice their principle. As in the case
of Lady Windermere, he pities and respects Mrs. Erlynne very much. He
feels that if he himself does not help her, no charity will be granted to
her because “People do chatter about her.” So he sacrifices his wife’s
tender love and his own social fame to supper her, and says :

“save this woman! She wants to get back into society.”

Also in the case of Mrs. Erlynne, since Lady Windermere is her
danghter, and Lord Windermere her savoir, she expresses a deep and
tender love towards Lady Windermere. Moreover since she has herself
a tragedy in the past, so she hopes that her blooming daughter will have
a beautiful young life. But out of hope, Lady Windermere is deeply
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impressed by the cold mock of the guests and the impetuous Iove of
Darlington, and broke loose. In order to keep her danghter out of ruin,
Mrs. Erlynne sacrifices her own fame and to wash away Windermere's
taints. Her tender affection, her deep love, and her self sacrifice are
admirable, when we hear her speak:

“I may have wreched my own life, but I will not let you wreck yours.”

But we must get clear that it was Oscar Wilde and Oscar Wilde only
who could bear such an attitude towards life. As for the fellow people,
they have even never dreamt about it. So he was compelles to be an
idealist, and what he had thought of was despised by all, Gradually he
became hopeless and despaiv. His works, particularly Lady Windermere's
Fan, are fully tinctured with pessimism. He had expressed no wish to
succeed, because he thought that success was akin to tragedy:

“In this world, there are only two tragedies. One is not getting
what one wants, and the other is getting it. The last is much the
worst, the last is a real tragedy.”

He had no trust upon the people, he said scornfully:
“_You are better than most other men, and I sometimes
think you pretend to be worse.”
“ Obh, nowadays so many conceited people go about
society pretending to be good; that I think it shows rather
a sweet and modest disposition to pretend to be bad...cenne ,
If you pretend to be good, the world takes you very se-
rionsly. If you pretend to be bad, it does not. Suck is the
) astounding strpidity of optimism.”

Oscar Wilde was also an satirest. He thought the age very bad.
There was no standard of goodness and badness. People who seemed
pleased were said to be good, while people who looked tedious were
declared to be bad. Evidently in such a dark age, a real good fellow
suffered & great deal, and he could not help pitying himself. Such was
the case with Osear Wilde, as he said:
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“____good people do a great deal of harm in this world,
Certainly the greatest harm they do is that they make
badness of such extraordinary inportance. Itis absurd to
divide poeple into good and bad. People are either char-
ming or tedious. I take the side of charming, and you can
not help belonging to them ___ "

What a deep sacasium this speech expresses, and yet what a uni-

versal truth this speech reveals. He despised those silly fellows who

did not comprehend what was wrong when they were doing, but who

soon became couscious of the wrouging after they had done. He

declared coldly : )

“Oh! what a lesson ! and what a pity that in life we only get

our lessons when they are of no use to us ”

Besides, he had shown a bitter scorn upon those who always men-
tioned morality. As he thought, morality was just a mask with which
the evil pretended to be good, and the tainted pretended to Ospar Wilde
had a great philosophy. He was a radical. He had no belief towards
either man and waman. Men, as he used to think, is destined to be bad,
and while time quickly elapses, this nature is never changed.

* ___ Are all men bad ?

——Oh, all of them, without any exception. And they
never grow any better. Men become old, but they never
become good.”

Now and then they play a hundred tricks. They may be very
gentle, tender, and affectionate in their faces, but they are harsh,
impetuous and hardhearted in fact:

“ You would feel that he was lying to you every
moment of the day. You would feel that the logk in his
eyes was false, his voice false, his touch false, and his passion
false, Hewould come to you when he was weary of others:
you would have to comfort him. He would come to you
when he was devoted to others, you would have o charm
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him. You would have to be to him the mask of his real

life, the clock to hide his secret.”
Man is easy to be enchanted. But he has such a bad nature that those
who treat him respectfully are despised, while those who treated them
meanly admired :

) “If a woman wants to hold a man, she has merely to appeal
to what is worst in him. We make gods of men, and they
leave us. Others make brutes of them and they fawn and
are faithful.”

To woman, Oscar Wilde has 2 much more serious criticism. She
either wicked or good, is base and humble, for “wicked women bother
one” and *“good women born one.” He mind is extremely narrow. Hus-
and is everything and else is chaff and dust. She loves him and respects
him. She pleases him and flatters him. She wishes to suffer for him.
She wishes to sacrifice for him. Aside from her husband, she knows no
one else, and does no good at all.

“It is perfectly brutal the way most woman nowadays
behave to men who are not their husbands.”
Yet she used to charm the other sex. She is not well expereinced.
The most dangerous thing is that she cannot descriminate goodness and
badness of man. Love is desposed to those who pretend to be good';
and despise is set upon those who are really good.
“don’t be led astray into the parts of virtue. Reformed,
you would be perfectly tedious. That is the worst of
women. Then always want one to be good. And if we
are good when they meet us, they don’t love as at all. They
like to find us quite irretrievably bad, and to leave us quite
unattractively good.”
As the movement for woman privilege is set in motion, the female
sex becomes much more proud and bears an extremely hanghty spirit.
If man pays any attention to his wife in public, he is always suspected
that he heats her when they are alone. She is, moreover, so prejudicate
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and doubtful that she usually takes her legal right as an arm, and make
head against her husband :
“We are good. Some of us are, at least. But we are
positively getting elbowed into the corner. Qur husbands

would really forgot our existance if we didn’t nag at them
from time to time, just to remind them that we have a
perfect legal right to do so.”

In conclusion we should never forget Oscar Wilde's famous saying :
“Between men and women, there is no friendship possible. There is
passions enmity, worship, love, but no freindship.” What a deep
thought! What a true saying! If everyone in the world hears in mind
such a maxim, all the tragedies will give way to brightness, and we will
hear a universal jubilee, “nothing concerned love is unsatisfactory.” It
will be clear that why things happens mysteriously in concern with the
relation between man and woman.




ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA
BY K. G. HSIN

This is a play of Problem—the problem continuous and universal
throughtout the mankind. We have often heard that “man is but a
shadow, and life a dream.” We have also well experienced that glory
is simply a vanity and fortune a loss. Notice the eventful march of
human progression! Regard the winding path of éarthly development!
Isit the natural state to turn the greatness of the great into a complete
dissolution ? Is it the justifal way to accompany the heroism of the
hero by an immediate failure? It is “Antony and Cleopatra” which
recalls these retrospections and it is this very play which leads our
philosophy. . ) -

Such an idea is presented by suggestion. The description of
Lepidus by Menas when he was utterly drunken highly suggests the
downfall of this Triumvir, and the dialogue between Antony and
Enobarbus when he was morally degraded prepares the way for the
end of his career. It is true that in this play fortuﬁe sits upon her
wheel more blind and giddy than usual, and success and defeat begm to
follow one another with startling rapidity. The splendor of 1magery,
the semblence of reality, the loftiness of the heroic deeds and the
magnifi;:ence of the extreme distinction pass successfully over our
eyes, and become finaly vanished; just like miraculous changes of the
summer clouds. We understand by these that “hic jacet ” is the
finishing part of the history of the great, and we should pity, but not
envy, their passing glory.

‘This is also a play of Struggle—a stuggle mysterious and unextraor-
dinary in its nature. Man may be a great, and his enterprise mas;"be
the highest in the world. Yet he is apt to be under the sway of the
softer sex and his enterprise postrated in the dust by the seduction of
the feminine magic. So-it has long been a formula that the ruin of the
great should be brought about through the instrumentality of a
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woman. History tells many such examples, and facts prove them It
seems that the force of the great which has easily conguered the whole
world cannot resist the struggle between infatuation and ambition.
Such was the case with Antony who held indifferent the gain or loss of
a hemisphere in comparison with separation from his enchantress.

This very struggle is pictured through contrast. The Roman
pride had so far controlled antony’s outward career while the Eastern
magnificence his inner life. In the successful conflicts between the
two, the glory of Marcus and the empire of the world seem suspended
like “the swan’s downfeather.” The triumph of Caesar in the sea fight
and the submission of Antony under the Oriental voluptuousness reach
a point of climax. Up to here the whole thread still preserves a
balance of feeling. Then the process of conirast ends with the
domination of Cleopatra's demoniacal power over the great spirit of
the ruler. With this single instance, we cannot help but confess that
manhood’s glory and splendor are always trampled down by woman’s
smilesand wiles, The struggle isevident. ‘The result is unchongeable.

It is by its charcterization that “Antony and Cleopatra” is admired
to be noble, and it is to this special quality we proceed to set an
analysis. In general, all the characters are not only literary vivid,
but actually alive. They spring forth from the pages, and they jump
up to the stage. Instead of mere stage puppets and poetical machines,
uttering definite speeches on human philosophy, and acting artistic
portraits through ostensible motives, they are living men and women
on the scene who speak and act from real feelings according to the ebbs
of emotion and flows of passion Every charater is introduced as
naturally as he comes to the true occasion; every incedent happened
to him is represented as pathetically as it has been in reality. Ina
word, the characters breathe, move, and live. They are not the
characters of the play, nor those on the stage, but the characters of a

genuine and universal type.
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Antony is much more familiar with us in “Gulius Caesar” than in
this play. He was then a general, brave and magnanimous, farseeing
and effective, haughty and ambitious. He knew how to over-come the
desperate emergency. He knew how to acquire the definife success.
But when he enters this further stage of development, everything is
altered. He met with cleopatra a the River Cyduns. The candour,

inspiration of her dreamy eyes, the moving innocence in her parted
questioning lips, and the purity and tenderness of her face always
sparkled in his memory. From that very day, the greatest figure of
the world soon turned into.a humble slave of the woman. He hops
only through the motivation of her. He goes only by the permission
of her. He knows his duty in Rome, but he sets his heart in Egypt.
So indulgence,voluptuousness and seduction cling upon him—these show
the successive steps of his infatuation and these also reveal the decrea-
sing degrees of his morality.

To trace out the origin of such a change, a further analysis is
required. The variance forces good and bad in his composition
always set in motion. But he had neither moral stamina nor intell-
ectual steandiness. His alternative terms of morality and sensuality
were all conditioned by the environments. He might be swayed by
love, by regret, by ambition, and by hopelessness. It is only in the
absence of seduction that he was able to make high resolutions and
plan noble deeds. As soon as his better spirit was dipped into the
unfathomable spell, Antony was no longer Antony. So although we
find, throughout the play, that he did act with all his heroic motives
against the irresistible influence of charm, yet he was no better than a
mere victim under a passionate caprice.

The characters of Antony changes through three stages. He was
arrogant, when he had power in his hand. The whole world was then
at his feet, and whenever he wished, he might be the sole administrator
of it. Unfortunately his inclinations were taken captive in the excess
of indulgence. Honor and Power both sneered at him, while blame
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and degradation altogether ciacled around him. Then he became

penitent. His compromise with Gaesar and his marriage with Octavia
seemed to direct him along a new path, and to turn him to a noble
life. But this penitence was temporary, the baleful figure of Egypt's
queen being not for from his mind. He seemed to find in Cleopatra,
rather than in Octovia his other self, and in place of the conquest of self,
he made himself immortal by a madness. At Iast he was dejected.
He has missed his sense of morality. He has lost the fury of temper.
A great spirit was sut of sorts. A natural ending was near at band.
Then the relics of his Roman thoughts conducted him to death, and
left behind him an unparalleled dignity.

With regard to the characters of Cleopatra, it is a masterpiece.
There cannot exist such a general type of woman, nor can there appear
such an exact incarnation on the stage. Instead of being a single
personality, she was a mixture of all the traits of her sex.—voluptuous,
astentatious, conscious, seductive, haughty, tyrannical, and fickle. She
is a mirade. She is an immortal The world can never sustain a
figure like her, and Shakespeare can never portray a second after her.

She has wit, grace and humor. The intoxication of sex breathes
from her, and she unites the passion of a great temperament with the
deep coquetry of a courtesan of genius. She knours every will to
warm Or to wither love; She is mistress of every spell to break through
the armour of assumed indifference; and she plays the game of love
with a tactical skill and worldly wisdom as marvellous as it is
mysterious. Indeed she is the real supreme type of seduction. Shakes-
peare has given us a vived picture of her in one immortal passage. :

Age cannot wither her, nor custom stale
Her infinite variety; other woman cloy
‘The appetitds they feed; but she makes hungry
Where most she satisfies; for vilest things
Become themselves in her.
It is noticeble that in this play Cleoprata has slight change in her
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character; but unlike the case with Antony, such a change is undecsive
and interwoven. We have observed the old practical, self-love
Cleopatra, who wants to set a bound upon love and who counts for the
material gain rather than the dutiful sincerity. We have also discove-~
red the new devout, sympathetic Cleopatra, who laments for her being
“marble~-constant” on the death of Antony and who thinks to perform
“immortal longings” after the type of him. Though so slight a change,
yet it redeems all her faults. A noble and respectful woman she is
after all. .

Cleopatra is always a foil to Octavia. Both have transcendant
beauty and grace, but virtue is sufficiently enough to set a contrast
between them. Cleopatra is false, passionate and practical, while
Octavia holy, cold and womanly. Cleopatra slays honor and saps man-
hood, while Octavia signifies homage and stimulates virginity.
Cleopatra dies with the imitative nobility in defence of her love, but
we feel that the world is all the better that she is gone. To Octavia,
bowever, as she takes leave of the play, we feel that the world has been
all the better for her presence and her example, and will be the poorer
when she goes.

The conception of a woman with a power so demoniacal and a
passion so fascinative soon calls our attention to observe the author’s
attitude and to remark his mind as well. The dark lady appeared in
the “Sonnets” is a foregoing type of Cleopatra. From her, the author
experienced the changeable mind and the unpardonable desetion. So
he had utter contempt upon the female and ardent sympathy for the
despised. It is under such a state of mind that the play was written.

The fact serves to justify the infatuation of Antony, and disclose
the female magic of Cleopatra.

In comparison of the two leading personages, Antony and
Cleopaira, the other characters are dwarfed except Enobarbus. Heis
a representative of the author. With all his humor and pathos, he
illuminates every incident and he philosophizes every truth. Heis a
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conterbalance in the play with all his wit and irony, ho perfects the
plot and he judges the characters. As for his personal character, he
is blunt, prompt, loyal, sympathetic, keen and noble. He escaped only
for his master’s madness, but the desertion quickly intensifies the
moral degradation of Antony. He died only for his own consciousness,
but the suicide just signifies the moral theory of Shakespeare.

It is not without reason to say that besides a play of problem, and
of struggle, “Antony and Cleopatra” is a play of character; and in this
play Shakespeare’s genius has spread out a richness like the over-

flowing of the nile.




THE BROKEN TRYST
MONK

It was Saturday. No Saturday was ever so brightasthatday! The
Sun peeped into my xoom with his shinning eyes. I feltsome fireinmy
blood. With light steps I hopped to my office. My fingers which could
hardly be controlled on other days were smart and clever in typewriting
at that moment. Every word was iyped clearly without a single
mistake. Iwondered whether God had changed my fingers in my dream.

‘With a song on my lips, I trodded triumphantly into the classroom
All my classmates were rustling and talking with = smile on every coun-
tenance. I would have burst out laughing, had I not controlled
myself. I raised my face delightfully to hear our teacher’s lecture.
Twice my eyes met his I dropped my head to conceal in my books
those happy feelings, lest he would guess my secrecy. i

Suddenly 2 question was dropped to the class:

“What is life? "

“Life is just as happy as the spring birds hopping on the branches,
or as bees humming in the flowers!"”

Had he asked me, I would boldly answer.

Morning was over. Afternoon came. My heart beat with joy. I
spent half an hour for toilet. Put on my new suit, and finish it off with
a beautiful tie that it might attract her eyes. 1 walked off to that part
of the park which we have agreed to. «The men I met on the road all
seemed so good. I scarcely knew I trodded on the ground. i

‘The park was filled with many pairs of lovers. All of them seemed
to have one divine thought in their heart “SWEETNESS”. Boys and
girls wearing heautiful clothes were playing by the lakeside. Shouts of
joys ran through the air when they sent their paper boats sailing. How
Jovable! How precious to possess such a pair of them!

“Certainly we will have our own in the futare.” 1 answered my
thought. On a chair under the tree, I sat down and waited.
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A sweet song reached my ears from the distant church-bell. It re-

called to me her very form. With the velvet down on her cheeks, her
face, round and pale, like an Autumn moon, her rosy lips which every
night I dreamed of, were always smiling. Her bright eyes were black
and pure, like 2 deep fountain. Only look at her standing in the wind
with her long gown clinging to her slender body, I think she is the very
goddess of love. Her hair.........Her temple......... .

“Boy, we had better go home. The time is‘alrealy late!”

A stranger's voice broke in upon my dream. I looked at my watch.
It was a quarter to seven. )

“Yes, you may go.” I said to myself, “be quick! She will come
as soon as you have all gone. It is more convenient for us to have'a
tete-a-tete with no disturbances”. ’

Now, twilight came. It grew deeper. I thought more about her.
Through my mind's eye, I could see that she had run ont of her house,
she had taken the very bus which stopped at her door, she, being anxious
to reach her destiny, had incessantly looked out from the bus window.
Yes, nearer, nearer, every minute brought her nearer to me, and in a
moment she would be here.

Then minutes passed. 1 heard the stillness of the park. Night
came, The stars had not forgotten. The moonlight fell upon my feet.
Still her vow rang clearly in my heart’s ear; her letter 1 remenbered very
well No obstacle could prevent her coming. The weather was not
rainy; bolts and bars could not stay her, sickness, oh, never! Not a
slightest hint could be found in her letter. She earnestly told me she
would come, and asked me to wait for her as long as possible. It is -
wit out doubt that I must obey her deciee. .

After a while, my heart began to beat. “Bestill! my‘heart!” I
said. “Your mistress is fragile and nervous. On such a night if you
beat so loud, it will frighten her! Do you know?” :© - - R

The hour rang heavily along the air. Some noise was rustling at
yonder tree. Yes, it is her tread. Ijumped up from my.chair, andran.
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swiftly to meet her. Certainly 1 will press her to my very bosom as
closely as possible. But to my surprise, a nightingale flew away from a
free at the end of the park.

I sat down again. The moon, in despair for not having seen our
embrace, went westward. My heart seemed dumb. I dared not think
that such a thing might happen. My eyes disobeyed to work any
longer. I fell asleep.

The chirping and singing of the birds above my head, the tinkling
bells of the tramcars, and the bustling of the market outside the park,
awoke me. It was mext morning! The sun, as bright as that of
yeaterday, smiled on me. Rubbing my eyes with my hands, Istood
wondering. Icould hardly believe that she had really broken her words.

In order to evade others notice, I walked downcastly along the
railway line to my school, I crept stealthily into my room, rolled into
bed, covered my head, and slept remorsefully away the whole day.

3 Arthur Symons 2z The Broken Tryst—# ZHESR
REI—E R BTN ER
KEER
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HONOR; PERSONAL, ABSOLUTE
and
RELATIVE.
By Chen Tsoong Lien

(An Interpretation Of Ibsen’s A Doll's House)
“Helmer: But no one sacrifices his honor, even for one he loves.”

The familiarity by which the common human mind is so perversely
connected with this simple, abstract word “honor” has long since
frustrated any attempt to inquire into its true meaning and value. No
matter how illiterate or ignorant one is of the English word “honor”
deeply rooted in his instinctive intuitions he is, nevertheless, fully
conscious of a pride which he is apt to sanctify or guard even at the
cost of his life. Primitive as well as modern “homo sapiens” have
fought and be sieged merely for “honor” and human history bears an
appalling record of barbarous massacres and battles, largely as a conse-
quence from that cause. Thus, because of this common failure to
understand the word by its true value, to meet, like Nora, he very
matter face to face with ample courage, one’s honor is often found to
be incompatible with that of other’s, Such lashes are liable to lead to
an irrevocable tragic ending as is made very plain in Ibsen’s “The
Doll’s House.”

In the play, social pride plays a dominant part to which the honors
of almost all the characters are closely hung. The growth or destruction
of honor is determined primarily by the increment or decampment of
one’s social position. The “Helmer household”, as Mr. Zucker pats it,
ends in a pathetic tragedy only because of Nora’s futile attempt to
preserve their social honor which is being threatened of a possible
forfeiture. And, as if it cannot easily be satiated with little breakdowns
and bankruptcies, “honor” hunts for its victims like Krogstad who is not
allowed to come up again to a higﬁer level in the many starta of society
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ismply because, once in his life, he has been compelled to forge a check

by the urgent desire to live. Hovever, social honor never akes tinto
consideration whatever irresistable reason may lie behind 2 human
action; nor will it forgive a repenting fugitive who struggles to live a
“straight life.” In order to offset this unjust daub in the face, and to find
a way out of his lifelong imprisonment of disgrace, Krogstad threatens
Nora by warning her that he will drag her down too into the mud as a
retaliative weapon. At this point, the play undergoes a furious battle
between personal and absolute honor. Krogstad understands well
enough that to threaten Nora by way of black-mailing her is something
not quite honorable as far as individual conduct is concerned. Yet, the

. craving desire to restore hes social honor urges him to act against his
conscience. With Nora, the situation is just the opposite. She
understands, by her own conscience, that her act of forging a check to
save her husband from the teeth of death in the past is a highly
reputable and honorable thing; but, threats from Krogstad combined
with the didactic admonitions from Helmer throw her into a guilty
position in which she cannot quite justify herself. As to Helmer,
individual conduct is solely determined by social honor, and even di:ho-
nesty would have been prefered instead of honesty, if, by so doing, social
honor could be retained, as is shown in the ending of thenplay. In him,
therefore, we discover no struggle between the two honors; he receives
honor acquiestically for its absolute sense.

So far as my interpretation sees it, a very remarkable thing happens
in the end of that play. Where Krogstad gives up his pursuit of social
honor in his discovery of a true love in Mrs. Linden, Nora understands
social honor by a new light from her shattering of the chivalric love in
the Doll's House. Both seem to have found out that honor must be
taken and judged at together with other things such as love, liberty etc.,
which are no less important in life than a social honor....cccue ceeveeecrnnen.
they rise to a higher and more relative conception of hoonr. Hence, in
the end, Krogstad befins a new, bopeful life, and Nora, having learned
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a lesson, begins her new life too. Though the play ends somewhat
tragically; yet neither the two suffer any great loss in life, what is lost is
almost immediately reimbursed and healed up by a deeper insight
penetrating through the physiognomy of social life. Only Helmer alone,
having been drawn into a pitiful state of ruin, suffers a nemesis and
penalty far more intererable than the deprivation of a soial distinction.
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Inner Beauty

Beuauty blossoms in a golden fancy,
Dressing herself in vaprous dream;

But at dawn she has lost that misty glory,
Only a sigh mourns departed flame.

How can I hold this flame of Beauty
In my hand to mold through Elernity,
When she passes into on echo
Only to be caught in Poesy?
K. C. Hsin.

Outward Beauty
Beauty opens a pawn shop,
Youths see her light and come.
They pawn~—try to redeem their stores
But she has closed her doors.

a literal translation

of Chu Sien's poem by K. C. Hsin.
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Spring Flower

I placed the blossomn in a jar

With sprays of evergreen,

And vivid gleamed her petals’ flame
Against her sober sheen.

But short is the span of the Flower of Life,
Though petals still tell of glory;
And little remains but languid smiles
Which fringe the brink of Beauty.

K. C. Hsin.

Sketch
A jet black horse
Walks slowly home
From hard toil;
His head is bowed
And he lifts his heavy feet
With effort;
Back of him
The low sun is a golden disk
Of glory,
Skedding long bright rays
Out into the clouds
Of rose and lavendero

K. C. Hsin.
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Before Spring

I meet him in a drizzle

With mud upon his shoes

But swaggering with the symptoms
Of gay, momentous news.

He fluttered like a banner ;
It would not let him rest,

It trembled in his pinions,
It burned upon his breats.

And ever since I saw him
I'm wvery still to hear,

Like one who waits for music,
The dainty hoofs draw necar.

The golden wheels turn faster.

O, delicate approach!

Soon dowu the windy highway
Will swing an emerald coach.

By K. C.

I Pra&

That T may have eyes, bright to see
The glory of a deathless year

In every Springtime-budding tree;
And find, in fragile leaves, unfurled
After the winter’s frozen fear,

The promise of a changeless world :

So shall each frond and blossom be
A hostage to eternity !

——By K. C.
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Rose: Petals
We threw rose petcls
Fyom the cliffs,
And watched them swirl,
In eddies of brightness,
Far dewn
To the very tide,
Then ride away
On ripples of silver

-—~—2By K. C.

Hope
As one who has long been upon the sea,
Long vexed by winds, and tossed by bitter tides:
Who comes into the haven at the dawn
And finds his friend, and falls upon his breast:
So I shall draw across the deeps of time
And you await me on the other side.

By K. C.

Birdsong

Birdsong alone is cool

In this hot place:

A fountain and a poal
That thought can trace,
Knowing the way it fares
Through leaf and bough,
Parting the heavy airs

And curving, now,

To fall back on the ground,
Under the tree—

Forming thin pools of sound,
Could we but see.

——By K. C.
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"OXFORD DICTIONARIES

Prices subject to change without notice.

The Oxford English Dictionary. Being a corrected re-issue with an
Introdutction, Supplement and Bibliography of A New English Dictionary
on Historical Principles founded mainly on the materials collected by The
Philological Society, and edited by Sir James A. H. Nurray, Henry Bradley,
Sir William A. Craigie, and C, T. Onions. In twelve Volumes and a Supple-
mentary Volume, 1933, Medium 4to (121" x 9%”) 16,400 pp. Blue Buckram.
Shanghai $ 336.00.

The Supplement (927 Pages) deals mainly with the new words and
meanings that have come into English since the first part of the Dictionary
appeared in 1884; and is based om collections made continuously since
that date.

The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary on Historical Priaciples.
Prepared by William Little, H. W. Fowler, and J. Coulson. Revised and
edited by C. T. Onions. In Two Volumes, 1933. Demy 4t o. 2,500 pp. Blue
Buckram. Shanghai $50.40. Also available in other bindings. The Shorter
Oxford English Dictionary has behind it all the authority of the great
Oxford English Dictionary. LIts editors have had the unique advantage of
using the wide researches made for the major work.

The Concise Oxford Dictionary. adapted by H. W. Fowler and F,
G. Fowler from the Oszxford Dictionary. New edition, revised and reset,
1929. Crown 8vo. 1466 pp. Cloth. Shanghai $6.00; also on thin paper, in
jeather bindings, from Shanghai $ 8.40.

The Pocket Oxford Dictionary. Compiled by F. G. Fowler and H,
W. Fowler 1924, Fcap 8vo. 1020 pp. Shanghai $ 280; on India paper
Shanghai $ 4.80.

The Little Oxford Dicitionary. Compiled by George Ostler. 1930.
16mo, 640 pp. Shanghai § 1.60.

A Dictionary of Modern English Usage. H. W. Fowler. 1926.
Crown 8vo. 780 pp. Shanghai $ 6.00; on Oxford India paper, Shanghai $ 8.00.

Modern Prose Style. By Bonamy Dobree. 1934. Crown 8vo. 260
pp. Shanghai $ 4.80. -

Mr. Dobree here offers a discussion of the characteristics of good
modern prose, supported by illustrative quotation ‘‘from Seventy-three
contemporary writers, English & American.” He deals not only with
literary prose but also with the prose of the historian, the jurist, the
scientist, and the philosopher; Lord Summer, Bertaram Russell, and Sir
James Jeans are appraised beside Henry James and Kipling, D. H. Lawrence,
James Joyce and Gertrude Stein. Mr. Dobree presents his analysis under
the three headings of ““descriptive,” “explanatory,” and “emotive prose,” and
concludes with a survey of “‘modern prose style,” “Is there such a thing as
modern prose, with characteristics the older prose does not possess?” ‘This
book will arouse the attention of all who care how they write prose, or how
it is written by other people.

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
Amen House, Warwick Square 140 Peking Road
London, E. C. 4 Shanghai, China.
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