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Fijians in New Zealand urged 
to protest NZ's involvement in 
Fiji
March 5, 2007

The  prime  minister  (PM)  of  Fiji, 
Josaia Voreqe Bainimarama has urged 
Fijians  living  in  New  Zealand  to 
protest  the  involvement  of  the  New 
Zealand government, and PM of New 
Zealand, Helen Clark, in Fiji's affairs.

The  acting  PM,  and  former  coup-
leader,  Mr  Bainimarama  told  the 
Indian-language  radio  station,  Radio 
Tarana  that  Helen  Clark  is  affecting 
and damaging the way he can run his 
country, because she does not support 
him.  He also  says that  New Zealand 
will damage the 2010 Fijian elections, 
which  Mr  Bainimarama  intends  to 
hold.

Mr Bainimarama has said that he had 
wanted to remove the policies in Fiji 
that  are  based  on  races,  but  New 
Zealand wasn't  prepared to help him. 
He says that New Zealand and Helen 
Clark  is  supporting  a  race  biased 
government and calls on Fijians to tell 
her that they don't support that.

Mr Bainimarama took control  of  Fiji 
when he initiated Fiji's fourth coup in 
20-years on December 6, 2006, saying 
that  the  government  was  corrupt.  Mr 
Bainimarama had opposed the coup in 
2000, saying the government was too 
soft on those involved.

In  response  to  the  2006  coup,  the 
Unites  States,  Australia,  United 
Kingdom  and  New  Zealand  initiated 

various sanctions.

New Zealand broadband 
subscribers increase
March 7, 2007

The  amount  of  subscribers  to 
broadband  in  New  Zealand  have 
increased  30%,  which  also  results  in 
New Zealand jumping from 22 place 
to  19  in  the  OECD  rankings,  and 
having a total  of 1.4  million Internet 
subscribers.

In  a  six-monthly survey by Statistics 
New  Zealand,  Internet  Service 
Provider  Survey,  covering  the  six 
months  prior  to September 30,  2006, 
the  amount  of  non-analog  broadband 
subscribers reached 28.6%, more than 
the  previous  survey  conducted  the 
previous  year,  reaching  a  total  of 
611,600.  There  are  currently  14.7 
broadband subscribers per 100 people 
in New Zealand, previously nine.

Because of the increase in broadband 
subscribers,  dial-up  subscribers  have 
dropped 5.1% since the start of April, 
2006.  Chief  executive  of  ihug,  an 
Internet  service  provider,  Mark 
Rushworth  said  that  dial-up  will 
always have its place.

Out of all  the broadband subscribers, 
97.6% have  a  data  cap,  which limits 
the  amount  of  monthly  downloading 
that  can  occur,  usually  measured  in 
multiples  of  gigabytes.  66.6%  of  all 
those who do have a data cap, have a 
limit of up to 5 gigabytes. Which the 
Internet  Society  of  New  Zealand's 
(InternetNZ) executive director, Keith 

Davidson, said was disappointing.

The increase in broadband subscribers 
rose the position of New Zealand from 
22  to  19  on  the  Organisation  for 
Economic  Co-operation  and 
Development  (OECD)  rankings  for 
broadband uptake, dated June, 2006.

InternetNZ, has said that they welcome 
the  survey  saying  that  it  is  a  good 
improvement,  but  "...with  60  percent 
of  DSL subscribers  having download 
speeds  of  less  than  256Kbps  and  90 
percent  having  upload  speeds  of  less 
than 256Kbps, we have a long way to 
go before New Zealanders are able to 
experience  the  full  potential  of 
broadband." InternetNZ also says that 
it  will  be  hard  for  New  Zealand  to 
reach  the  targets  set  out  by  the 
Government's "Digital Strategy".

Mr Davidson said that the main reason 
for  the  uptake  in  broadband  is  the 
better plans and pricing for the plans.

In the 18-months leading up to the end 
of September, 2006, 34% of ISP's had 
reported  that  the  regulatory 
environment had been restricting their 
growth.

First Norfolk Island murderer 
in a century found guilty
March 9, 2007

The  first  murderer  in  150  years  on 
Australia's  Norfolk  Island,  Glenn 
McNeill,  has  been  found  guilty  of 
killing restaurant owner Janelle Patton 
in 2002 on Easter Sunday.

A  29-year-old  New  Zealand  chef, 
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Glenn  McNeill  was  found  guilty  of 
murdering  Australian  Janelle  Patton 
after the jury of 11 deliberated for two 
days,  then  delivered  their  guilty 
verdict,  which  either  had  to  be 
unanimous,  or  no  charges  as 
manslaughter was not an option.

In the five week Supreme Court trial, 
evidence was given that said that 29-
year-old Ms Patton had been abducted, 
then  bashed,  then  stabbed,  and  then 
hacked  to  death.  She  sustained  64 
different  injuries  in  the  prolonged 
attack. It was also said that the attack 
had sexual motives.

Outside  the  court  room,  around  11 
residents of Norfolk Island cheered as 
it was announced that Mr McNeill had 
been found guilty. The forewoman of 
five-woman,  seven-man  jury,  said, 
"We  find  the  accused  guilty  of 
murder,"  which  didn't  result  in  any 
change by Mr McNeill.

When first being interviewed by New 
Zealand  police  in  Nelson  for  two 
hours,  Mr  McNeill  admitted  to  the 
murder by running Ms Patton over and 
stabbing  her  under  the  influence  of 
cannabis.  He then later  retracted that 
in an unsigned court statement, stating 
mental  health  problems.  "I  did  not 
murder Janelle Patton."

Her body was found wrapped partially 
in  plastic  wrap  at  a  picnic/nature 
reserve,  with  her  underpants  pulled 
down.

Her  underpants  being  pulled  down 
was  used  in  Mr  McNeill's  defence 
saying that the attack was done by a 
woman, and the underwear was to try 
and  throw  the  police  off  the  correct 
path.

Mr  McNeill  will  be  sentenced  at  a 
later date.

An  appeal  is  being  considered,  with 
Mr  McNeill's  lawyer  stating 
significant grounds.

New Zealand woman reports 
marijuana plants stolen
March 10, 2007

Police  in  Napier,  New Zealand were 
amused  when  a  45  year  old  woman 
called up crying to report a theft of her 
"nurtured  carefully”  cannabis  plants, 
that she had been growing in buckets 
at her home.

The crying woman told a constable the 
plant  theft  was  the  fourth  from  her 
property in four years.

"I  have  had  three  marijuana  plants 
stolen. They were in buckets," a police 
communications officer was told "I am 
a good person. I am sick of these low-
lifes stealing my things."

Senior Sergeant Mal Lochrie said that 
the  officer  found  it  hard  to  stop 
smiling as the woman gave details of 
the theft over the phone.

The  gardener  has  now  been  warned 
that  her  cannabis  plantation  could 
have  legal  consequences.  However, 
police had decided no action would be 
taken  against  the  unaware  gardener, 
Snr. Sgt. Lochrie said.
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