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ADDITIONAL FACTS, &c.

O.'N the re-appearance of the peftilential fever

in this city in 1793, after an interval of more than

thirty years, we were (truck with its mortality and

contagious nature, as well as with the train of fymp-

toms, io widely different from any thing we had

been accuftomed to. Thefe confiderations naturally

produced a fuppofition of its foreign origin ; and in

the courfe of our inquiries on the fubje6t, we were

led to make the following oonclufion, in reply to the

requifition of the governor of the commonwealth on

the origin of the difeafe.

" No inftance has ever occurred, of the difeafe

" called the Yellow Fever, being generated in this

u city, or in any other part of this ftate, as far as we

B know

;
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" know ; but there have been frequent inftances of

|{
its having been imported, not only into this, but

" into other parts of North America, and pre-

" vailing there for a certain period of time ; and

" from the rife, progrefs and nature of the malignant

" fever, which began to prevail here about the be-

" ginning of laft Auguft, and extended itfelf gradu-

" ally over a great part of the city, we are of opi-

" nion, that this difeafe was imported into Philadel-

" phia by fome of the veffels which arrived in the

" port after the middle of July. This opinion we
" are further confirmed in by the various accounts

" we have received from the befl authorities we
" could procure on the fubjecV

Subfequent events and refearches have confirmed

thefe opinions; and in 1798, when the facility of

producing fufficient proofs was abundant, we pub-

lifhed an account of the nature and origin of the

peftilential fever, accompanied with fuch fafts to

prove its introduction to this city from the Weft

Indies, as to us appeared incontrovertible. The

mode of introduction and of the fpreading of this

difeafe, beginning as from a point, and gradually

extending itfelf more or lefs throughout the city, as

well as the daily inftances of its communication which

occurred, had alfo, as we fuppofed, afforded evi-

dence,
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dence, fufficiently convi&ive, of its contagious

nature.

In order, however, to throw more light on the

ftibjeft, we conceive it may be ufeful to publifh the

opinions and obfervations of feveral refpectable cha-

racters, phyficians and others, concerning the fenti-

ments long fince prevalent in this country, as well as

fome interefting facts, which had come to their know-

ledge refpecting the foreign origin of the difeafe.

The importation and contagious nature of this

Fever appear to be fo clofely connected, that in ad-

dition to what has been repeatedly publifhed on this

head, we have felected a few cafes, which we fuppofe

muft very clearly prove the contagion of the pefli-

lential fever, more particularly during the months of

July, Auguft, September, and October.

A defire to be ufeful to our country by calling the

public attention to thefe important points, fo as to

prevent any relaxation in quarantine laws, as well as

to difTeminate truth generally for the good of others,

has been our motive for making a further publica-

tion at this time ; for we think there is too much

reafon to fear that the partial exemption from thefe

difeafes, of latter years, may have a tendency to pro-

duce a dangerous fecurity amongfr. us.

Letter
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Letterfrom James Pemberton, Efq- to Dodor Cafpar

Wistar, junr.

Esteemed Friend,

Being defirous to aid thy investigation of the

origin, progrefs, &c. of the difeafe which now

again afflidte the inhabitants of this city, I hope my

recollection of fafts and opinions, may contribute to

aflifl: thy endeavours to obviate the imprefTions which

the fpeculation of fome late writers on the fubjeft

may have occafioned ; tending to degrade the falu-

brity of our climate, both at home, and in foreign

parts; the injurious effefts of which are too obvious

to enumerate.

Since thy inquiries on this fubjeft, I have been

led to recoiled! what I have heard and known, of the

feveral periods of time wherein a fimilar, if not the

fame kind of fever, has, through the permifTion of

Divine Providence, pervaded our city.

I recoiled! to have heard my father often rehearfe

what he knew himfelf of the introdu&ion of the dif-

temper;* that it was imported in a Ihip (or other

fea veffel) from the ifland of Barbadoes, whofe cargo

confifted partly of cotton in bags, which were land-

ed

* In 1699.
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cd at a wharf between Market-ftrect and the draw-

bridge, and there ftored for fale. He mentioned alfo

the name of the owner or confignee, (which is loft

to my memory). The diforder, however, made its

firft appearance in his family, and the neighbourhood,

and thence gradually fpread through the city, at-

tended with great mortality ; fully equal, or exceed-

ing any that has occurred in the fame fpace of

time, comparing the then infant ftate of the city,

with its population in 1793, or fince that period.

During this calamity my father was about 15 years

of age, and apprentice with Samuel Carpenter, one

of the principal traders of that day ; he was well

capable of making his remarks on occurrences, and

afterwards of remembering them, and knew it to be

the invariable judgment of the phyficians, and other

citizens, that the difeafe was introduced among

them in the manner related above, attributing it to

no other vifible caufe.

From the time of this calamity until after the year

1740, 1 do not recolleft to have read any account,

or heard any talk of an epidemic fever prevailing in

our city, and my memory recurs as far back as to

fome tranfa&ions in the years 1728 and 1729,

though not very material ; but I well remember the

prevalence of the fmall-pox in the years 1730 and

1731, with great virulence, and that about 1733

inoculation
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inoculation was introduced, which I think Dr. Chew
was earneft to promote, and that it occafioned much

converfation, and great oppofition.

In the year 1739, a military expedition, which

proved unfuccefsful, was promoted by Great Britain

againft fome of the Spaniih Weft-India pofienjons,

particularly Carthagena ; for which troops were

raifed in Pennfylvania, and a communication, before

utterly reftrained, was opened with our city : and on

return of the fliips and people employed in that bu-

fmefs, a new fpecies of fever was introduced, but not

fo prevalent as to occafion much alarm, nor was the

city in that manner remarkably affe&ed until the

year 1 744, when a difeafe appeared with unufual

fymptoms, and proved mortal to a confiderable num-

ber of its inhabitants, ofwhom divers were refpeft-

able characters, and was diftinguifhed by the name

of Yellow Fever, and known to be imported from

fome of the Weft-India iflands.

In the autumn of 1 747 a malignant fever was in-

troduced, and generally believed to be by the means

above mentioned, which, although it was moftly

confined within the limits of the fouthern parts of

the city, below the draw-bridge, and at lodging

koufes for failors, and in the neighbourhood of the

dock,
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dock, which was then uncovered, fome refpeftable

citizens were feized and carried off by it, of which

number was Samuel Powel, an eminent merchant,

who resided in that part.

A fimilar fever vifited us in the year 1760, which

was not long in duration, nor extenfive in its pro-

grefs ; but in 1762 the fame kind of difeafe again ap-

peared, with a greater degree of malignity, attended

with fuch fymptoms as proved fuperior to the ikill of

our moil experienced phyficians ; which excited the

particular attention and folicitude of my neighbour,

Dr. Thomas Bond, to obtain the beft information

he could of the nature, origin and progrefs of the

difeafe of 1699, by inquiries of the molt ancient

inhabitants ; in which he fo far fucceeded to his fa-

tisfa&ion, as to commit his intelligence to writing,

with a view to form a narrative thereof, including

the obfervations that had occurred in the courfe of

his own practice, on the feveral malignant diforders

attending this city fince that period.

Having had the opportunity of knowing the Hate

of our city in refpecl to the prevailing difeafes from

the year 1740, I am confirmed in my opinion, that

the malignant and infectious fevers afflicting the in-

habitants at various times, have been introduced

from
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from foreign parts, and that this was the invariable

judgment of my fellow citizens, phyficians and others,

which I never heard called in queftion until fmce

the year 1793, when a contrary do&rine was ad-

vanced, which I think is as difficult to fupport by

fafts, as that the plague which diftrefled the citizens

ofLondon in the year 1 665 was a native of the Britifh

climate ; or that the fever which raged among the

foldiery compofing the flying camp, as it was called,

in 1776 and 1777, and carried off near three thou-

fand of them after their return to this city, without

infecting the inhabitants, originated within its boun-

daries.

If thefe curfory hints avail in any refpecl: to pro-

mote thy views, they will anfwer my intention of

conveying them to thy infpeclion.

I am thy refpettful friend,

JAMES PEMBERTON.
12th, lomo. 1802.

Letter from Thomas Willing, Esq. to Doftor Samuel

P. Griffitts.

On my return from England in May 1749? I. of-

ten heard converfation on the fubject of the Yellow

Fever
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Fever which had prevailed in 1747, near the draw-

bridge, fo called at that time, in Front-ftreet. My
father and mother often lamented the death of their

particular friend, Thomas Hatton, bifcuit-baker,

who had lived in Front-flreet, very near the bridge.

They told me that the fever had been brought

from Barbadoes, in the following manner.

Mr. S. Powel who lived on the eaft fide of

Plum or Water-ftreet, being part of his wharf

eftate, had fent a young man as his fupercargo to

Barbadoes, where he died of the Yellow Fever.

—

that his clothing and bedding had been put in a

cheft, and fent back many months afterwards, at

the requefl of the lad's friends, who lived at North

Wales—that the young man's father, mother

and aunt came to Mr. Powel's for the cheft one day,

whilft Mr. Hatton was drinking a glafs of wine

with Mr. Powel ; who calling his cooper to come

and open the cheft, that the parties might fee what

it contained, afkedMr. Hatton to go over the alley

with him to the ftore where the cheft lay—that the

cheft was opened and the articles looked over, in

the prefence of Mr. Powel, Mr. Hatton, the three

perfonsfrom North Wales, the cooper and a boy of

Mr. Powel's ; who all of them fickened and died of

C a Yellow
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a Yellow Fever, within a few days—that Andrew

Hamilton, brother of our late Governor Hamilton,

with about forty others of thofe in the neighbour-

hood of the bridge, had died of the fame fever,

which was confined in its ravages to that part of the

city—I think altogether—at leafl 1 do not recol-

lect to have heard otherwife.

THOMAS WILLING.
Philadelphia, July 21st. 1802.

In 1762 a fliip from the Weft Indies came to the

Sugar-houfe wharf, below South-ftreet ; three men

were landed from her, and died of a contagious fever

in the neighbourhood, where about fixty others alfo

died of the fame fever, as it was believed at the

time.

T. W.

Sir,

The foregoing is the memorandum which you

afked me this morning to make out for you. I have

alfo mentioned the occurrence of malignant fever

in Philadelphia, at fuch other periods as my me-

mory enables me to recoiled!.

I am, Sir,

Your very refpe&ful friend,

THOMAS WILLING.

Dr. Samuel Griffitts, Front-streeU

Letter
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Letterfrom Benjamin Chew, Efq. to Dr. Wistar.

Dear Sir,

All that I can fay with certainty refpefting the

prevalence of the Yellow Fever in this city will be

comprized within a narrow compafs. I am a native

of the prefent (late of Maryland, and removed with

my parents to this city when I was between eight

and nine years of age.

About the year 1737 I removed into a neighbour-

ing fiate with my father and his family, and did not

take up my permanent refidence again in this city

until the year 1754. The intermediate time was

fpent partly in another Mate, and partly in England,

whither I went to finifh my fludies in the profeffion

of the law. After my return to America, in the

year 1747, bufinefs calling me to Philadelphia, I

found the inhabitants greatly alarmed by a conta-

gious diforder which raged there, called the Yellow

Fever ; which was the firft knowledge I had of any

fuch difeafe. It had then been fatal to many per-

fons, particularly to Andrew Hamilton, Samuel

Powel, jun. Thomas Hatton, and others.

The
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The fubject then engrofting the converfation in all

companies, I well remember it was the univerfal

opinion, that the difeafe was imported in a veffel

from fbme part of the Weft Indies, and was commu-

nicated by the clothing contained in the cheft of a

perfon who died of the difeafe in the Weft Indies,

and that the perfon or perfons who were prefent at

the opening of the faid cheft, were the firft who were

taken with the Yellow Fever ; and to fome or all of

them it had proved fatal. I alfo perfectly remember,

that Dottor Thomas Bond and Phineas Bond, Dr.

Graham and Dr. Cadwalader, with whom I was

particularly acquainted, were all of them of opinion,

that it was imported in the manner above ftated: and

until the year 1793, I do not recalled to have ever

heard it doubted, whether the Yellow Fever, at the

different times it had heretofore made its appearance

in this city, was imported, or had originated here.

I am Sir, with great refpect,

Your very humble fervant,

BENJAMIN CHEW.

,}

Philadelphia,

February nth, 1805.

Dr. Wistar.
Communication
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Communicationfrom Dr. Charlton , Prefident of the

Medical Society of the state of New Tork, to Dr.

David Hofack.

New Tork, September gth, 1803.

Dear Sir,

In anfwer to your queries : I have practiced phy-

11c in this city fince the year 1762. The fevers that

have ufually occurred in fummer and autumn, dur-

ing that period, were intermittent, bilious remit-

tent, and flow nervous j of late denominated ty-

phus fevers.

I never faw a cafe of Yellow Fever, in the courfe

of my practice, before the year 1793. I refided

on Long-Iiland five years of the war, during which

time, I never heard from my medical friends in the

city, of any cafe of Yellow Fever having occurred ;

nor after my return to it in 1781, did I ever meet

with any inftance of it (before the period above-

mentioned) although the city was, during the war,

more crowded, and far more filthy than ever it was

at any other time.

I have always confidered the Yellow Fever as a

fpecies of difeafe not indigenous to our climate, but

of
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of imported origin with us : and here it may be

necefTary to remark, that in the year 1795, in con-

fequence of an application from the mayor of the

city to the medical fociety of theftate ofNew York,

of which I had the honour of being prefident, a com-

mittee of that body were directed to confider of, and

report upon the nature and origin of that fever,

which prevailed at the time. The report of the

committee was in favour of its domeftic origin, and

was adopted by the fociety ; and in my official ca-

pacity, I affixed my fignature to it, though con-

trary to my own opinion.

Among the diftinguifhing characteriftics of this

difeafe, I confider the total abfence of remiffion for

the firfl two or three days, after which it frequently

happens that there will be a regular, flow pulfe, ap-

parently free from febrile action, infomuch that the

inexperienced are flattered with a profpec~t of the

favourable termination of the difeafe, while the in-

fidious foe is fecretly undermining the fabric, as a

few hours fatally evince, by an aggravation of all the

fymptoms. Another mark of diftinclion, is the duf-

ky hue the furface acquires, inftead of the bright

orange colour it has in the bilious remittent : the

appearance of the tongue and fauces, which are fre-

quently ^comparatively^) clean to the laft, is a pe-

culiarity of this fpecies of fever. I alfo think that

delirium
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delirium docs not fupervene fo early, as in the jail,

hofpital, or fhip-fever.*

I never met with a cafe of Yellow Fever in the

country, but which could be clearly traced to have

been derived by infection from the city.

I am, with great regard,

Yours, &c.

JOHN CHARLTON.
Dr. D. Hofack.

Communication from Doclor Samuel Bard, to Doc-

tor David Hofack.

In anfwer to your inquiries : I began to practice me-

dicine in New York, in the year 1766.—Remitting

fevers have flnce that time prevailed more or lefs eve-

ry fall. They frequently were attended with bilious

difcharges, and a yellow Ikin, and in proportion as

thefe fymptoms prevailed, were termed bilious remit-

tents; in fome inftances thefe fymptoms have run very

high, and the accompanying fever in fuch cafes has

generally been more ardent and conftant ; but never-

thelefs

* I also consider the black vomit as a symptom peculiar to

fhis disease, having* never met with it in any other.
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thelefs fenfible remiflions fo generally accompanied

them, that they were always looked for; and it isnow

thought the duty of the phyfician to watch for them,

and by emetics, other evacuations, and Milters to

promote them, fo as to procure an opportunity to

adminifter the Peruvian bark, by which the cure

was generally completed.—Now and then, and par-

ticularly during the war, when the city was much

crowded, and little attention was paid to cleanlinefs ;

fevers of a more malignant nature have prevailed,

in which a foul mouth, haemorrhages, petechial

eruptions, and other marks of duToIution have ei-

ther characterifed the difeafefrom its commencement,

or been fuperadded to the bilious fymptoms in the

latter itages ; and then the difeafe has been termed

malignant, putrid petechial, jail or hofpital fever.

In fuch cafes I have now and then feen profufe

bloody difcharges and black, or as it is now more ge-

nerally named, coffee-ground vomiting ;* but a

more frequent fymptom in thefe fevers, and one I

do not remember to have feen in Yellow Fever, is

the aphthous crufl with which the mouth and

throat is often lined.—In thefe fevers death feldom

occurs, nor is a crifis often to be expected before

the feventh day, and both are frequently protracted

to

* Is this of the same nature with the black vomiting of Yel-

low Fever ? I suspect not.
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to the fourteenth or even to the twentieth—fuch were

the cafes of my fifter during the war, and of my
fon about fix years ago, which you have frequent-

ly heard me mention. J lift before, and what gave

occafion to the appointment of the health-officer of

New York, about the year 1758 or '59, a (hip

crowded with Germans arrived there in a very fick-

ly flate, and were put under my father's care. He
procured accommodations for the fick at a little dif-

tance from town ; and I have heard him fay, that

out of five or fix pupils and attendants, he was the

only perfon who efcaped the difeafe—this difeafe he

always called fhip or jail fever, but never Yellow

Fever, and it is worthy of obfervation that he had

feen the Yellow Fever which prevailed in New York

about the year 1744. Another inftance of the fame

nature occurred whi 1ft I was health-officer, I mean the

(hip in which Mr. M'Clain came from Scotland ; in

which out of I think about three hundred paflengers,

upwards of feventy died ; but of thofe I faw, no one

cafe which in the lead refembled Yellow Fever.

The firft: cafe of fever I ever faw with that aflem-

blage of fymptoms we have fince denominated Yel-

low Fever, was the cafe of Mr. Jenkins.* To this

I was called in confutation with my father—I found

D Mr.

* \n the vear 179 J.
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Mr. Jenkins perfectly in his fenfes, walking about

his chamber, and alternately fitting on his bed, with

an handkerchief in his hand, continually wiping the

blood which oozed from his mouth and gums, and

with a very yellow ikin. But what (truck me moil

forcibly was the ilownefs and regularity of his pulfe;

infomuch that upon retiring to another room, I

remarked, that notwithstanding the other threaten-

ing fymptoms, I could not help entertaining the molt

confident expectation of his recovery : my father,

however, immediately checked my hopes by inform-

ing me, that this was a cafe of the Yellow Fever of

the West Indies, that he confidered the patient in the

mod: imminent danger, and indeed had little or no

hopes of his recovery. You know the event, and how

foon we were convinced of the correclnefs of his

judgment, both as to the fate of poor Jenkins, and

the nature of his complaint.

Since this we have too frequently had to lament

the occurrence of Yellow Fever, which all the ex-

perience I have had, has dill tended to convince me

is a difeafe I never faw before that cafe of Mr. Jen-

kins.

The rapid conrfe of this fever, terminating in

death fometimes fo early as the fecond, frequently

on the third and fourth, and feldom protracted to

the
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the feventh day ; the violence and unremitting na-

ture of the fymptoms ; the difcoloration of the ikin,

which is frequently livid rather than yellow ; the

haemorrhages, black vomiting, and above all the

ceffation of fever, with the regularly flow pulfc,

which generally precede death, do in my opinion

diftinguifh it from all others.

You will perceive that I confider this fever as a

diftinct idiopathic difeafe, and not a variety or grade

of any other—I likewife believe it to be a ftranger

and not a native of our country, and from the beft

information 1 have been able to obtain, in every in-

flance of acceflion imported from abroad.

I am, &c.

S. BARD.
December ijth, 1803.

Doctor D. Hosack.

Extracls from Dr. John Redman's Letter to the

College of Physicians of Philadelphia, on the Tel-

low Fever of 1762. Read September 7 th, 1793.

My memory being much impaired by age and in-

firmities, I have endeavoured to aflifl my recollection

refpecling the Yellow Fever, which raged amongft

us chiefly in the fouthern part of the city in 1762,

by recurring to my day-book, in Auguft, Septem-

ber, and October of that year, and by making in-

quiries
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quiries of fome perfons whom I remembered to

have attended at that time under particular circum-

ftances.

By the aforefaid retrofpe&ion, I find I mud have

had one patient as early as the 20th of Auguft

whofe cafe I treated at firfl: as a remittent, from the

circumftance of his living above a mile from the ci-

ty, to the fouthward, near low and wet grounds ;

though he fometimes came to town and tranfa&ed

bufinefs near the place where the Yellow Fever had

then juft began to appear, and I had not then feen

any of them. I had another patient on the 28th of

Auguft—from thence to September ift, four or five

—from that time they daily increafed, fo that from

the 20th to the 25th of September, (when the dif-

eafe appears to have been at its height,) I attended

daily 1 8 or 20 patients ; though other phyficians

had more ; and I believe Dr. Bond and others had

patients in it about a week before me : from the 27th

the difeafe appears to have declined, fo that by the

20th of October I had but two or three frefti pati-

ents in it, and thofe I believe only fuch perfons as had

lately come to lodge or live in that part of the town ;

after this time I had a few more fcattered pati-

ents ; and alfo two in the firfl week of November,

but none afterwards.

The
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The fever aforefaid was moftly circumfcribed be-

tween Pine-ftreet northerly, and three or four fquares

from thence foutherly, and extended from Front or

Water-ftreet to Third or Fourth ftreets weftward: ve-

ry few had it above Walnut-ftreet. Its iirft and great-

eft: ravages were about the New Market, and the

fquare to the eaftward of it; in which, after fome con-

fiderable fcarch and tracing it, it was found to have

originated in a number of fmall back tenements form-

ing a kind of court, the entrance to which was by

two narrow alleys from Front and Pine-ftreets, and

where failors often had their lodgings ; to which a

fick failor from on board a velfel from the Havan-

nah, where it then raged, was brought privately

after night, before the veflel had come up to town,

to the houfe of one Leadbetter, where he foon di-

ed, and was fecretly buried. And I believe Lead-

better, with mod of his family and many others in

that court, foon after fell a facrifice to the diftem-

per ; and from thence it fpread rapidly, firft afTecl-

ing the houfes nearefl: adjoining in Front and Pine-

ftreets.

In this difeafe, a bowl of vinegar was kept in the

chamber of the fick, with an hot iron fometimes put

therein, which ferved for the benefit of the pati-

ent, the phyfician and the attendants, and indeed was

ufeful for dipping the hand therein, and rubbing

one's
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one's face before approaching the bed and feeling

the pulfe. This was the chief preventive or preser-

vative I ufed, befides great temperance, avoiding to

vifit patients failing, if poffible, and keeping tobacco

in my mouth while in the fick room ; not from any

expectation of benefit from any quality in the to-

bacco, except that of preventing my fwallowing my

faliva. This method I found better than a con-

ftant ufe of prefervatives ; which after a little time,

I perceived to affect my mind widi fuch fears as I

thought were likely to render me more fufceptible

of infection than the omiffion of them : and fo dif-

carded them and went fearlefs, though not thought-

lefs, wherever called ; and I thank God have been

preferved harmlefs from fuch ills to this day.

Communicationfrom Dr. Jofeph Bayley, to Dr. David

Hofack.

Sir,

The queries which you were pleafed to addrefs

to me require an apology for not attending to them

fooner. A change in my fituation in life, prompted

me to fet apart, at this feafon of leifure, a little

time to vifit my friends in the country.

I have
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I have anfvvcrcd the queftions very briefly, but the

fame candidly.

I have the honour to be,

Your moft obedient, and

Very humble fervant.

JOSEPH BAYLEY.
January, 1804.

1 ft. Quere. Do you confider it Cthe Yellow Fe-

ver) as differing from typhus fever, and bilious

remitting fever, and in what does it differ from

thofe fevers ?

A. It differs from typhus in the rapidity of its

progrefs through its different ftages, and the irrita-

bility of the ftomach. Bilious remitting fever is a

milder difeafe of longer duration ; the yellownefs of

the body is an invariable attendant, and comes on at

the beginning ; but that difcoloration of the /kin

which frequently accompanies Yellow Fever comes

on later, and is of a du/ky yellow or orange colour,

readily diftinguifhed from the yellownefs of bilious

fever ; the matter vomited in bilious fever, is al-

ways bilious, from a bright yellow to a dark green.

2d. Q^ Have you ever feen the Yellow Fever on

board of veffels arriving from our fouthern ftates,

or what are the fymptoms which are ufually met

with in ihe fevers on board thofe veffels ?

A.
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A. When the Yellow Fever rages in any of thofe

ftates, perfons ill with this difeafe arrive in veffels.

But this is not the cafe when the Yellow Fever is not

epidemic ; but bilious remitting fever and intermit*

ting fever are the ufual difeafes received at the Ma-

rine hofpital from coafting velTels, in the months of

July, Auguft, September, and October.

3d. CK Have you ever feen a fever with black vo-

mit, orange-coloured fkin, and terminating fatally

within feven days, on board the Irifh fhips crowd-

ed with paffengers ? is a fever of this fort frequent-

ly met with ? or does it ufually affume the charac-

ters of the typhus fever, i. e. jail or hofpital fever

arifing from confined human effluvia ?

A. Among the greater number of lick Irifh emi-

grants that arrived here in the year 1801, I have

feen four cafes of fever, that terminated in black

vomit (of the colour of very weak coffee, with black

mucous particles floating in it) on the feventh or

eighth day of the difeafe. Their eyes were inflam-

ed and protruded ; the fkin began to change after

the third or fourth day, and before death was uni-

verfally of an orange colour; but there was not that

naufea and vomiting at the beginning as in Yellow

Fever.

4th. Ch Is the common typhus fever frequently

obferved in veffels from the Weft Indies, or from

our fouthern ftates ?

A.
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A. I have feen typhus fever in vefTels that have

had long paffages from the Weft Indies, likevvife

from the Eaft Indies, but never from the fouthern

ftates.

5. Q. Have you ever feen the common autumnal

remittent as obferved in this country on board of the

Weft India or Irifh vefTels ?

A. In pafTenger vefTels from Ireland late in the

fall, and beginning of winter, and occafionally on

board Weft India vefTels, fevers refembling the au-

tumnal remittent are met with.

6. Q^ If you have ever feen a vomiting of black

matter in the pafTengers of Irifh (hips, did it occur

on fliip board, or after their removal to the hofpital

on fhore ? did the matter vomited refemble coffee

grounds, or did it appear in the form offtakes, or

was it merely of a dirty brown colour ?

A. The hofpital being crowded by an unufual

number of fick, temporary fheds were put up and

tents pitched for their reception. The four cafes of

black vomit fas defcribed under the 3d anfwerj that

occurred among the Irifh emigrants were under the

fheds or tents.

7. Q^ And in thofe cafes did the fever prove fa-

tal, and at what period of the difeafe ?

A. Anfwered above.

8. Q. Was this black vomit a circumftance of fre-

quent occurrence on board of the Irifh fliips, or did

E the
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the fever of thofe mips frequently prove fatal with-

out much affection of the ftomach, and what was its

ufual duration.

A. There were between 600 and 700 Irifh paffen-

gers admitted into the Marine hofpital with fliip fe-

ver in 1 80 1 : four cafes of black vomit, exactly re-

fembling that which is brought up from the ftomach

in Yellow Fever from the Weft Indies, occurred

among them ; there was dark-coloured matter

brought up in other cafes in the laft ftage of difeafe,

though not frequent ; naufea and fometimes vomit-

ing occafionally happened in the beginning, and

were removed by emetics ; but this affection of the

ftomach was not a very diflreiling fymptom, and ea-

fily obviated; the duration of difeafe from 7 to 21

days ; fome remained a long time convalefcent,others

relapfed.

9. CK Have you obferved bilious difcharges from

the ftomach to be frequent in the commencement

of fevers occurring onboard the Irifh (hips and thofe

from the Weft Indies ; or have you obferved this cir-

cumftance more frequently as the attendant upon

fevers in thofe veffels from our fouthern ftates ; and

have you obferved thofe fevers to be equally fatal

with thofe on board the Irifli and Weft India veffels ?

A. Oftener from the Weft Indies, than from Ire-

land, but neither very frequent. Veffels which arrive

at this port in July, Auguft, September, and Octo-

ber,
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ber, from South Carolina and Georgia, have general-

ly fome of their crew Tick with fever attended with

bilious difcharges : thefe fevers are not fo frequent

in veflels from Virginia and North Carolina, nor

are they fo fatal as thofe produced in crowded

paffenger veffels or as thofe from the Weft Indies.

10. Q^ In what fpecies of the above fevers have

you found emetics moft ferviceable, or have you

obferved them to be injurious in any cafe.

A. They have been given with advantage at the

Marine hofpital in the beginning of fhip fever, in

fevers from the fouthern ftates throughout the dif-

eafe, except in cafes where there was extreme debi-

lity and peculiarity of conftitution that would ren-

der their ufe improper ; but in Yellow Fever, where

it is difficult to get the mildeft liquids to be retain-

ed, emetics, inftead of giving relief, only add to the

already too irritable ftate of the ftomach, and haften

the fatal termination.

1 1

.

q^ In which cafes have you employed the

bark with benefit, and in which have you obferv-

ed it to difagree with the patient ?

A. In fhip-fever when there was evident remifli-

on ; in bilious fever, after it had run its courie, and

left the patient exhaufted ; then the cold infuiion

of bark with magnefia has been productive of bene-

fit ; but in Yellow Fever, after there has been a com-

plete remiflion, the bark, inftead of lengthening this,

haftens
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haftens the return of fever, and I have feldom found

bark admiffible until the patient can do well with-

out it ; therefore I confider it a doubtful remedy,

except in thofe cafes attended with abfceffes, and

where the convalefcence is very long.

1 2th. (^ Of what difeafe did Dr. Bay ley and Dr.

Ledyard perim ? have you reafon to fuppofe they re-

ceived the caufe of their fevers on board of particu-

lar veffels, or to what caufes do you afcribe them?

A. Both of Yellow Fever. I prefume they both

received the caufe of their difeafe from infected vef-

fels, but what particular vefTels cannot beafcertain-

ed, as many are vifited daily ; and it may fo hap-

pen that the lead: infected, examined when we are

fatigued, or (lightly indifpofed, will caufe difeafe,

when another in a much more polluted condition,

infpecled when the body and mind are in a ftate

of vigour, will receive no injury or fo flightly as rea-

dily to yield to mild remedies.

13 th. Q^ Have you not frequently remarked that

the crew of a veffel became unhealthy immediately

upon breaking bulk, whereas at fea they had been

in good health ; has this frequently been the cafe

when they came from an healthy port, or was ic in-

variably found, where they thus became feized with

fevers upon opening the veffel, that they had come

from an unhealthy port ?

A.
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A. Several vefTels have arrived at this port, that

have loft: part of their crews in the Weft Indies ; and

fome fick at the time of their failing, who either

recovered or died before the arrival of the vefTel in

this port, at which time the remaining feamen were

healthy, and no ficknefs on board for ten or twen-

ty days ; but when thofe fame feamen were engag-

ed in difcharging the cargo, fome of them fickened

and died of Yellow Fever. This pent-up air of the

hold was no doubt frmilar to that in the unhealthy

port from which they came, and to which their fhip-

mates fell a facrifice in the Weft Indies. The fhip

General Wayne which arrived here in the year

1799, is a memorable, as well as a fatal cafe to il-

luftrate this fact : on her arrival one of her feamen

was fick with Yellow Fever, who died a few days af-

ter his admiffion into the Marine hofpital ; the re-

maining crew, about twenty-two in number, were

healthy, and continued fo until eight days after,

when a paffenger fickened with the fame difeafe.

The fhip was detained eighteen days at quarantine

from the time that the laft fick man was removed to

the hofpital ; all the crew continuing healthy, ihe

was permitted to proceed to the ciry ("no ftores be-

ing built at Staten Ifland at that time to receive the

cargoes of infected veffels, no part of the General

Wayne's was removed while (lie remained at qua-

rantine) where, in a few days after me came to a

wharf,
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wharf, and when they began to unload, feveral in-

habitants in the neighbourhood fickened and died of

Yellow Fever.

14th. q^Have you obferved the Yellow Fever to

fpread in your hofpital in any feafon when introduc-

ed, or is it in no inftance communicated upon Sta-

ten Ifland ?

A. Since the eftablifliment of the quarantine

ground at Staten Ifland, two perfons connected with

the inftitution, befides the health-officers, have di-

ed with Yellow Fever, one a fervant of Dr. Bay-

ley's, who frequently flept in the hofpital, in the

year 1799? the other, in the year 1800, an aged car-

penter. A nurfe had the difeafe lafl: feafon : the

attendants have been indifpofed with fever every

year, but never fo completely marked as to be de-

nominated Yellow Fever, excepting thofe already

mentioned.

15th. Q^What was Dr. Ledyard's opinion of the

origin of Yellow Fever, that it was imported from

the Weft-Indies, or generated at home ?

Dr. Ledyard believed in the exclufive importa-

tion of the Yellow Fever, and his reafons for it

were, that during his refidence in this city, before

and after the American revolution, when it was in

a very filthy condition, he never faw the difeafe

;

and while pra&ifing on Long Ifland, he frequently

had patients with malignant and infe&ious fevers

arifing
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arifing from animal and vegetable putrefaction, but

never attended with fuch fymptoms as occur in Yel-

low Fever ; which difeafe he firfl attended on Lonp-

Ifland, in 1798, brought from this city.

Letterfrom Dr. David Eofack of New Tork, to Dr.

William Currie.

This paper (Dr. Jofeph Bayley's) contains a ftate-

mentof the fituation, &c. of our quarantine ground.

The difference between fliip and Yellow Fever in

its fatality is here clearly (hewn. It will alfo be

obferved, that many perfons from the Irifli fhips were

fubfequently attacked with Yellow fever ; the con-

fequence of being introduced into the hofpital where

the Yellow Fever prevailed at the time, or had lately

exifled. This meafure was unavoidable, as they

had not fufficient apartments to feparate the fick.

This faft Dr. Bayley before ftated to me, that he

had feen no black vomit, nor other characleriftic

fymptoms of Yellow Fever amongft the Irifli pati-

ents, until they had been fome days in the hofpital

;

or in other words, had been expofed to the infection

of Yellow Fever.

You are welcome to make any ufe of the papers

I fend you. The teftimonies of Dr. Bard, and Dr.

Charlton
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Charlton muft be very interesting, and not Iefs lb the

communication of Dr. Jofeph Baylcy from our qua-

rantine ground.

It may not be an unimportant fa&, that I have been

informed by the fame gentleman, that Dr. Ledyard

died of the Yellow Fever at the quarantine ground,

and not of gout, as reprefented.

Dr. Ledyard, when he firft entered upon the du-

ties of the Health-office, as he himfclf informed me,

went to Staten Ifland with the belief that the Yellow

Fever was not an imported difeafe, but generated at

home. A few weeks before his death he informed

me that he had been compelled to change his belief,

and that all his obfervations at the Health-office fa-

tisfied him that the Yellow Fever was exclufively de-

rived from the Weft-Indies. That he had feen the

bilious remittent from our fouthern ftates, and the

fhip fever in the crowded (hips from Ireland, but

that he had neverfeen the black vomit and the orange-

coloured ikin attending either the fever of the Irifli

veffiels or the bilious remittent from Georgia or the

Carolinas. The records of the New York hofpital

will alfo teftify, if neceffary, that in no one inftance

where the (hip fever of the Irifli veffels proved

fatal, it was terminated either by the yellow ikin or

black
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black vomit. Three or four years fince many of the

fick were conveyed to our City Hofpital, and were

attended by Dr. Hamerfley and myfelf; and, general-

ly, where they proved fatal, it was not in lefs than

from fifteen to twenty-five days : not fo, certainly,

with Yellow Fever.

Yours, truly,

D. HOSACK.

New Tork, 1

January igth, 1805. \

Cafes of Yellow Fever which occurred in the Pennfyl-

vania Hofpital, in the year 1798.

BY the minutes of the fitting managers of the

Pennfylvania Hofpital it appears, that on the 25th of

Auguft, 1798, "no cafe has occurred of Yellow

" Fever this month in the hofpital. The patients

" have been forbid to go out, and vifitors to come

" in, by the fitting managers \ on account of the

" faid fever prevailing in the city. They alfo by a

M minute have excepted againft the admiflion of all

" fevers, during the prevalence of the prefent epi-

" demic ; and agreed, that the phyficians fliould not

" recommend

F
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" recommend any cafes from houfes in which the

" diforder is fufpecled to be."

September lid, 1798. They fay, " Catharine

" Shepard, the affiftant nurfe of the men's ward,

a took the Yellow Fever the 8th inft. and remains ill

" in the houfe. She is fuppofed to have taken the

" fever, by going for clothes into the city. The

" fitting managers, at the requeft of Wm. Annefly

" and James Brown, (two of the journeymen car-

" penters employed in the building^) admitted them

" to fleep in the garret of the weftern apartment,

" on their promifing not to enter the city ; and

" agreeing, if taken ill of the fever, to be removed,

" if required, to the City Hofpital. William An-

" nefly is now unwell, and fuppofed to be in the

" fever, but not afcertained. He has been feveral

" times in town, which may account for his taking

" the diforder."

Oclober 2jtb, 1798. The managers fay, <e Our

" pupil, G. Lee, took the Yellow Fever the 7th

" inft. he fuppofes in the city. Patrick Savage

" the cell-keeper got drunk on receiving his wages,

" and lay all night in a houfe where the fever was

;

" and in the morning of the 8th, he took it very

" badly. Elizabeth M'Gregor took the fever the

" 14th.
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" 14th. She had not been in the city at all, fincc

" it broke out. Mordecai Ackly took it the fame

" day, and died on the 19th. He had not been out

" of the hofpital for four months pad. On the 14th,

" Caleb Parr took it alfo, and died the next day

,

" he had not been in town for years. Barbara Place,

" the cook, jufh employed as fuch from PaiTyunk,

" took it the 20th, and died the 25th ; (he might

" have brought it with her : and Elizabeth Robe-

" fon, nurfe of the New Houfe, took it the 27th."

N. B. She died in November.

From the foregoing records it appears, Catharine

Shepard, William Annefly, Dr. Lee and Patrick

Savage caught the fever by vifiting infe£kd houfes

in the city; and that Elizabeth M'Gregor, Mor-

decai Ackly, Caleb Parr and Elizabeth Robefon af-

terwards took the difeafe, probably from the Jirst

mentioned cafes having brought the fever into the

houfe. Dodtor Lee afterwards obferved, that fome

more of the patients were indifpofed, but foon

recovered. All fufpicious cafes were kept apart

from the well, and every unnecefTary intercourfe

forbid ; which prevented the difeafe from fpreading

any further in the hofpital.

THOMAS PARKE,

One of the Pbyftcians ofthe

Pennsylvania Hofpital.

July 1805.
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Statement of facls tending to prove the contagious na-

ture of the Tellow Fever, at Germantown, in the

year 1798, by C. Wistar, M. D.

THE difeafe which produced the fatal effe&s now

to be related, commenced in the family of Elizabeth

Johnfon, a widow who lived in the main ftreet of

the village of Germantown, about fix and an half

miles from Philadelphia.

The perfon firft affected was her child, Betfey

Johnfon, who had been in Philadelphia from the

third to the feventh of Auguft, in a neighbourhood

where feveral cafes of the fever had already appear-

ed. She returned home the feventh, and on the

ninth of the fame month was attacked with the Yel-

low Fever, which terminated fatally in- four days.

Fourteen days after her death, viz. Auguft 27th,

Mrs. Duy, the next neighbour of Mrs. Johnfon,

who had vifited Betfey feveral times during her ill-

nefs, was attacked with a fever fuppofed to be of

the fame kind, and died at the end of four days.

On the thirtieth of Auguft, the wife of Charles

Hubbs, who alfo lived near to Mrs. Johnfon, and

had vifited both Betfey and Mrs. Duy, once

at leaft during their refpective indifpofitions, but

had not been in Philadelphia for many months, was

attacked with unequivocal fymptoms of the Yellow

Fever,
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Fever, in its mofl malignant form, and died the 2d

of September.

Mr. Duy, hufband of the above-mentioned Mrs.

Duy, was attacked eighteen days after the death of

his wife, viz. September 18, and died alio, after an

illnefs of fix days.

A few days after the death cf Mrs. Duy, an En-

glifh gentleman and his wife, of the name of Fiflier,

who had fled from Philadelphia on account of the

fever, went to board with Mr. Duy, and were pla-

ced in the chamber occupied by his late wife during

her illnefs : they were alfo attacked with fever. Mrs.

Fiflier was taken, September 19th, and recovered in

a few days, but Mr. Fiflier, who was attacked four

days after his wife, died with the black vomit, the

27th of September.

At the fame time, the difeafe re-appeared in Mrs.

Johnfon's family, in a young female fervant, who

was very ill, but recovered,—foon after the attack

of this girl, Mrs. Johnfon herfelf was taken ill with

the fame difeafe : fhe had vifited both of her neigh-

bours, Mrs. Duy and Mrs. Hubbs, while they were

fick, fhe alfo had aflbrted the clothes of her deceafed

daughter, four or five days before her own attack

commenced, but had not been in Philadelphia for a

month. Her diforder continued eight days, and

terminated the 28th of September, with convulfions

and the black vomit.
A
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A few days before the death of Mrs. Johnfon,

Elizabeth Stern, a woman who lived in the family,

was attacked with fever, and became very yellow.

Her fymptoms appeared moderate at firft, but after

lingering a fortnight fhe died alfo.—The wife of a

tenant of Mrs. Johnfon, who lived in a feparate

part of the houfe, but ufed the fame yard, was at.

tacked before the death of Elizabeth Stern, and re-

covered with great difficulty.

The laft victim to be mentioned, was one Stephen

Pod, an old man, who lived at a diftance, but

worked in Mr. Duy's barn, while the bed was there

on which Mrs. Duy died. He alfo was attacked with

fever, and died in a few days.

Thefe melancholy circumftances occurred in a

village which has long been remarkable for its falu-

brity, at a time when the other inhabitants enjoy-

ed their ufual health. In mod of the cafes, the dif-

eafe appears to have been contracted at the houfe of

Mrs. Johnfon, which, before this diftrcfling period,

had been eminently diftinguifhed by the health and

longevity of its inhabitants. The family were ex-

tremely neat, and it may be afferted with confidence,

that the premifes were never more clean, than they

were at the time of this truly affecting cataftrophe.

What caufe but contagion is adequate to the pro-

duction of fuch a difeafe among perfons fo fituated ?

Philadelphia, Dec. 15, 1805.

Germantown
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Letterfrom Dr. George Benscll to Dr. Caspar Wistar.

Germantown, May 4th, 1805.

Dear Sir,

THE events that took place in Germantown in

the Cummer of 1798, have excited much attention

and difcuffion ; tending to eftablifh the belief of the

cxiftence of contagion in Yellow Fever, even out of

the city of Philadelphia. Some of the cafes brought

forward for this purpofe having come under my

obfervation, I (hall ftate them, as they occurred,

agreeably to your defire, leaving to your judgment,

to draw the proper inference therefrom.

On the 10th Auguft, 1798, I was called to the

daughter of Mrs. Johnfon, whom I found labouring

under fever, with fymptoms of the moft alarming

nature : I immediately fuggefted to a friend of

the family, that it was probable it would terminate

fatally, and at the fame time intimated, that fhe had

the Yellow Fever. She died on the 13th.

On the 30th Auguft, I was requcfted to fee Mrs.

Hubbs, who lived immediately oppofite to Mrs.

Johnfon's : fhe was feized with a violent vomiting,

which had continued feveral hours, and was ac-

companied with ardent and inceffant fever ; bearing

ftrong
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ftrong marks of malignancy, on the fecond day from

the attack. She died on the 2d September, hav-

ing previoufly vomited the brownifh fluid fo fre-

quently defcribed. Her ikin was a deep orange co-

lour ; and various livid fpots were to be feen on her

neck, breaft, and arms.—The mortality which foon

afterwards happened in the neighbourhood, 1 had

not an opportunity of making remarks on ; but it is

certain, that no fever had hitherto exifted in Ger-

mantown, within the limits of my knowledge, whofe

tendency and termination poffeffed fuch powerful to-

kens of contagion.

In the cafe of Mrs. Hubbs, I had the moft folemn

aflurances, that flie had not been in the city during

the fummer ; and thefe were made by her hufband,

a man eminent for the moral rectitude of his conduct,

and a diftinguifhed preacher, among the fociety of

Duncards.

How then ihall we account for the rapid violence

of her death, the prefence of fymptoms fo unufual

and deftru&ive, as well as the fubfequent figns of

malignancy after difeafe ? This woman's fate has al-

ways been to me completely inexplicable. In the

courfe of 19 years, I have never feen any thing like

it in Germantown, or in the furrounding country,

where my practice has extended.

The
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The village itfelf is fcarcely fufceptible of the au-

tumnal difeafes, that are to be found every year on

higher and lower ground, above, below, and around

it : the proper line of demarcation might commence

from the height as you enter it, and end at Cliveden,

the fummer reiidence of Mr. Chew ; immediately

above which, is Bcggarftown, where the dyfentery

began in 1803, and extended itfelf to Chefnut-hill,

wearing the appearance of an epidemic : its progrefs

was marked with unufual fatality, to adults as well

as children.

In 1802, I do not recolleft in my pra&ice a cafe

of fcarlet-fever in the village—but it was to be met

with in (hort, and remote diftances from it ; and

feemed to traverfe every poflible variety of fitua-

tion. I found it along the margins of the Schuyl-

kill and Wifahiccon, as well as on the high and rocky

grounds above.

This fingular exclufion from epidemics, it would

perhaps be difficult to aflign any good reafon for :

but fafts of this kind may be traced, as far back

as 1787, when the cynanche maligna fwept away

a great proportion of many families, on the ele-

vated fituations of the Ridge and Cbefnvt-bilh as

well

G
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well as in the low lands of the neighbouring town-

ihips.

With the greateft efteem and friendfhip,

I am, dear fir,

Your mod obedient fervant.

GEORGE BENSELL.

Dr. Caspar Wistar.

Lettersfrom Dr. Charles Meredith to Dr. S. P. Griffith.

Philadelphia, May 3d9 1805.

My Dear Sir,

I am extremely forry it is not in my power to fur-

nifh you with a very circumftantial account of the

difeafes of Robert Kirkbride and his daughter. I

was not engaged in attendance on either of them,

and I believe faw them but once. The circumftances,

in both cafes, were however too impreflive to be ea-

fily forgotten. During the prevalence of the Yellow

Fever, in the autumn of 1798, Mr. Kirkbride made a

vifit to Philadelphia. Very foon after his departure

from thence, he was attacked with fymptoms of fever,

and immediately on his arrival at home, about 26

miles from the city, my father was called in, who

attended him during the remainder of his illnefs. I

faw
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(aw him on the following day ; he appeared much

affected with languor and debility, and prefented the

ufual appearances of a perfon flruggling with the firfl

fymptoms of a highly malignant difeafe. His eyes

were much fufFufed with blood, and his pulfe did

not exceed forty pulfations in a minute. I fully

concurred with my father in opinion, that his dif-

eafe was entirely fimilar to that which prevailed at

the fame time in this city, to fu.ch an alarming de-

gree. Not having an opportunity of feeing him af-

terwards, I am unable to detail the fymptoms as

they occurred ; but the event fully juftified the

opinion we had formed : an intenfe yellownefs of

the /kin took place early, and he died, I believe, on

the ninth day.

His daughter, a young woman, of about 18 years

of age, attended him as nurfe during his illnefs, and

at the time of his death, was feized with fymptoms

of fever, which exhibited from the firft lliil greater

marks of malignity ; but as I did not fee her till

the day (he died, it is not in my power to give you

a hiftory of her cafe ; the appearances then, how-

ever, left me no room to doubt of the nature of her

difeafe. There was an univerfal fuffulion of bile

over the whole furfaceof her body, which, I was in-

formed, had taken place on the third day ; and fhe

had vomited much dark-coloured matter, refembling

coffee-
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coffee-grounds, the morning I Taw her ;
from that

time till her death, (he continued in a ftate of ftupor,

from which Ihe could with difficulty be awakened,

her countenance exhibiting, at the fame time, the

moft ftriking indications of the ravages of Yellow

Fever. She died on the fifth day. From all the fymp-

toms that I faw, and learned from her attendants,

I could not hefitate to believe her difeafe was, in its

nature, precifely fimilar to her father's ; but owing,

perhaps, to her time of life, and greater degree of

predifpofition, flill more malignant, and fpeedy in

its termination. I regret much, that my informa-

tion on this fubject is fo limited, but think it proba-

ble I can procure a more particular account of both

cafes ; if fo, I will take an early opportunity to com-

municate it.

I am, with much refpect,

Yours, &c.

CHARLES MEREDITH.

Dr. Griffitts.

Philadelphia, May $otb 9 1805.

My Dear Sir,

I have been difappointed in my expectation of re-

ceiving further information rcfpecting the cafes of

Mr. Kirkbride and his daughter. It appears, there

have
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have been no regular ftatements preferved ; but am
happy to fay, that my father's account, although

not more minute, correfponds entirely with that I

had the pleafure to communicate fome time ago.

As the daughter of Mr. Kirkbride had not been in

Philadelphia, previoufly to her illnefs, the circum-

stances of her difeafe were calculated to excite con-

fiderable alarm, and more efpecially fo, as no per-

fon appeared to entertain a doubt of the fourcc

whence it proceeded : every one feemed ready to at-

tribute it to contagion received from the father, and

indeed her conftant attendance, together with the

folicitude and fear with which (he regarded the fitua-

tion of a beloved parent, mult have rendered her

fyftem extremely favourable to the reception of dif-

eafe. But what principally favoured the opinion of

the daughter's illnefs depending on the contagious

nature of her father's, was the general ftate of

health that prevailed in the place. Few local fixa-

tions are perhaps entirely exempted from the occa-

fional vifits of autumnal fever; but in this particular

neighbourhood there exift few of its remote caufes,

and confequently its appearance is by no means fre-

quent, and its fymptoms feldom marked by any pe-

culiar malignity. Although Mr. Kirkbride's family

was numerous, I do not recoiled! a cafe of autumnaj

remittent to have happened in it before or after the

fatal
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fatal period in 1798. There were, however, a few

cafes in the vicinity, about the time of Mr. Kirk-

bride's death, the only one of which I recollect to

have terminated fatally, was protracted until the

twentieth day.

I have, fir, dated fuch fafts as have recurred to

my recolle&ion, and cannot conclude without regret-

ting my inability to give a more minute account of

a cafe, which might perhaps havefome tendency to

elucidate a fubjecl:, that has called forth different

opinions from men of the higheft perfonal merit, and

profeiConal refpeclability.

With fincere efteem,

Yours, &c.

CHARLES MEREDITH.
Dr. Samuel P. Griffitts.

Doclor John Wilson's Letter to Dr. Wistar.

Dear Sir,

I received your requeft of July 2d, refpecting the

cafe of R. Kirkbride's daughter; but perhaps I am

not fufficiently able to fatjsfy you on the fubjeft,

as I was not called upon in the primary flage of

her complaint. I was called to vifit R. Kirkbride's

daughter, October 3d, 1798, and on the third day

of
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her difeafe. She was labouring under all the fymp-

toms of Yellow Fever as defcribed by authors, and

fimilar to thofe I had before feen, only attended with

more yellownefs of the ikin : I vifited her twice on

the 4th, and once on the 5th of October, upon

which day fhe died. I was informed, that (he had

not been to the city, or even from home, for fomc

time. She nurfed her father with great diligence,

during his illnefs, who was kept pretty much confin-

ed in a fmall room, and was once very much over-

come with fear, on account of his fainting. The
neighbourhood of R. Kirkbride, as well as my
own, was very healthy, as far as my obfervation and

practice extended, during the prevalence of Yellow

Fever in your city, and not one cafe of our common

bilious fever occurred during that time, as far as I

can recollect.

Dr. Meredith, fenr. attended R. Kirkbride during

his illnefs, and alfo his daughter in the primary part

of her difeafe. From him fome light, poflibly, may

be obtained on this fubjeft.

With fentiments of efteem,

I remain,

Your friend and well wifher,

JOHN WILSON.

July loth, 1805.

Dr. Caspar Wistar.
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Letterfrom Dr. Eneas Munfon, to Dr. William Sbippen.

New-Haven, May 3^/, 1805.

Sir,

Yours of the 27th ult. in due time came to

hand ; but my ill health prevented that immediate

attention to the fubject which it merited, and might

have been expected.

In the year 1794, we were vifited with the Yel-

low Fever in this town : I then took much pains to

find out and afcertain the origin of it, by collecting

facts. My fcrutiny in the affair excited others to

the fame inquiry. We found the facts to be fuch,

as foon convinced the more thinking part of the

town, that it was introduced by the floop Iris, and

fpread by contagion, from one to another, in

almofl: every inflance, as far as it prevailed. The

facts were at that time fo recent and obvious, and

the public mind was fo fully convinced, that I neglect-

ed the neceffary fteps to authenticate my communica-

tions to Mr. Webfter, which he publiQied, not ap-

prehending the importance and confequence of it

;

but as thofe facts were, in the public prints, faid to

be ftated from popular tales and idle reports, I was

under the neceflity, about two years lince, of going

over the ground again, in vindication of my charac-

ter,
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ter, in regard to my communications, as in Mr.

W.'s publication ; and although at fuch a diftance

of time, when many witnefTes were not to be pro-

cured, yet the more fubftantial facts were fupported

by the depofitions of a number of our mod refpec-

table citizens, which are now in the hands of either

Doctor David Hofack, or the Editor of the Evening

Poft, New York. An inflance of importation at

Chatham, on Connecticut river, might have been

as clearly evinced as that in New-Haven : but I

have too many matters at this time of life to attend

to, befide hunting up evidence to eftablifh a fact fo

abundantly evinced already.

I could mention a number of folitary cafes of its

introduaion fincc, and thofe decided and clearly

marked ; but what fhall 1 fay more ? Through all

my pilgrimage in life, which is upwards of feventy

years, I have never met with any of the human race

more blind than thofe who were determined they

would not fee.

Such vouchers as I have procured, I wifh may be

lodged in fome public records, for the benefit of

thofe who may come after us ;
though I do not

think it will remain long a fubject of difpute

Your mod obedient fervant,

ENEAS MUNSON.

Dr. William Shippen.

H History
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History of the origin and progrefs of the Yellow Fever

in New-Haven, 1794. Extraaedfrom the New-

York Evening Post, o/Oclober, 1803.

" The hiftory of the origin and progrefs of the

Yellow Fever at New-Haven, has been compiled by

gentlemen on the fpot, fully competent to the talk,

and unincumbered with the bias of diftorting theo-

ries. They have prefented us with a minute and

well connected feries of fafts, which, having been re-

corded while of recent occurrence, are calculated to

make an impreflion too deep and lafting, to give way

to difingenuous cavils, or filly fophiftries."

The following ftatements are made by Dr. Mun-

fon, jun. and his father, and publifhed by Mr.

Webfter, in 1796.

" On the 10th of June 1794, (fays Dr. Munfon)

the peftilential, or Yellow Fever, appeared here.

Dr. Hotchkifs vifited Ifaac Gorham's wife, on the

Long-Wharf. She complained of a violent pain in

her head, back and limbs ; her eyes were dull and

llightly inflamed ; (he had naufea at her ftomach,

was obftinately coflive, with a moderate degree of

fever. No marks of inflammation were difcoverable

by infpe&ion in the throat. The diilrefsful fymp-

toms
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tonus, above mentioned, continued till the four-

teenth ; when her pain and diftrefs fuddenly fub-

fided, and (he was elated with the profpect of a

fpeedy recovery. In the evening (he vomited mat-

ter refembling coffee-grounds ; and died on the fif-

teenth. The phyfician who attended her, was ig-

norant of her complaint till he faw what (he had

vomited. He then declared her difeafe to be the

Yellow Fever,

On the 15th of June, I vifited Elias Gorham's

daughter, a child of eight years of age, in Chapel-

Street, three-quarters of a mile from Ifaac Gor-

ham's houfe. She had been fick three days ; her

countenance was flufhed with a deep red colour

;

her eyes were dull, and highly inflamed ; flie had

violent pain in her head, back, and limbs ; naufea,

and frequent vomiting ; obftinate coftivenefs ; a

quick, full, hard, throbbing pulfe ; her /kin was

hot and dry ; and her tongue covered with a thick

white fur. On the 16th, her pain and diftrefs fud-

denly abated ; in a few hours, fhe vomited up mat-

ter refembling coffee-grounds ; and died the next

day. I infpe&ed her throat, during her illnefs, and

could difcover no marks of inflammation.

I was furprifed at the fingular appearance of the

difeafe, and hearing of the death of Mrs. Gorham,

;Ifaac Gorham's wife) inquired of the mother if her

daughter
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daughter had been on the wharf. She informed

me that the child had lived with her aunt (Ifaac

Gorham's wife) nearly a week.

The 23d of June, I vifited the child's mother.

She complained of violent pain in her head, back,

and limbs ; naufea ; frequent vomiting ; obftinate

coftivenefs ; with a confiderable degree of fever.

Thefe fymptoms continued five or fix days ; then

gradually abated ; and foon after (he recovered

her ufual health.

On the 20th of June, Mr. Elijah Auftin died in

New-York ; and his clerk, Henry Hubbard, died

in Derby. They complained within three or four

hours of each other ; and Mr. Hubbard vomited

matter refembling coffee-grounds.

The inhabitants of this town were alarmed at

thefe hidden deaths, and requefted the felecl-men to

make diligent inquiry into the origin of this difeafe.

On examination, it appeared, that in the beginning

of June, captain Truman arrived from Martinico,

in a floop that was infected with the contagion of

the Yellow Fever ; that this veffel lay at the wharf,

within a few rods of Ifaac Gorham's houfe ; that

(he had on board a chest ofclothes, which had belong-

ed to a mariner who died of the Yellow Fever in

Martinico ; and that his chefl was carried into Mr.

Auflin's
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Auftin's (lore, and opened in the prefence of cap-

tain Truman, Mr. Auftin, Henry Hubbard, and

Polly Gorham; the three laft mentioned of whom

died in a fhort time after their expofure to the con-

tents of the cheft :—hence it is highly probable, that

Mrs. Gorham caught the difeafe from the infected

floop, or clothing. Mr. Auftin's ftore (lands with-

in three or four rods of Ifaac Gorham's houfe ; and

no perfon in town was known to have the Yellow

Fever previous to captain Truman's arrival.

June 26th, Ifaac Gorham loft an infant child with

the Yellow Fever ; and foon after his fon and

daughter were affe&ed with it. The former died.

Solomon Mudge died on the 30th ; Jacob Thorn-

ton's negro woman, on the ift of July ; Archibald

M'Niel on the 9th ; Polly Brown on the 3d of Au-

guft; John Storer, jun. and John Hide, on the

8th; and widow Thomfon, on the 10th.

—

Jacob

Tbomfon's negro woman, Solomon Mudge, John Storer,

jun. and John Hide, had vifited Mr. Gorham*

s

houfe a few days before their illnefs ; Polly Brown

and Mrs. Thomfon, nursed in Mr. Gorham*s family ;

and Archibald McNeil nursed Solomon Mudge.—
Elias Gill died on the 12th of Auguft ; and Samuel

Grifwold's wife on the 7 th : the former vifited Mr.

Gorham*s houfe ; the latter nurfed in his family.
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There were a number of perfons who caught the

difeafe at Mr. Gorham's houfe, and recovered.

Mrs. Thomfon, on the firft day of her illnefs,

was moved half a mile from Mr. Gorham's into

George-ftreet. Luther Fitch caught the difeafe

from Mrs. Thomfon, and communicated it to his

fervant maid. Both recovered.—Mr. Fitch lives

in College-ftreet, nearly three-quarters of a mile

diftant from Mr. Gorham's houfe. 1 could trace

the difeafe throughout the town. No per/on had

the Tellow Fever, unlefs in confequence of attending

the fick, or of being expcfed by nutfes, infeded houfes,

clothing, or furniture.

I have inquired of feveral aged perfons in this

town, relative to the Yellow Fever, whether they

knew of its having ever been here previous to June

1794; and there is but a fingle inflance, the fails

relating to which are thefe :—In the year 1743, a

tranfient perfon, by the name of Nevins, who came

from the Weft-Indies, lodged at the houfe of Na-

thaniel Brown, an inn-keeper, in this city. The

man was taken very fick in the night ; and died

fhortly afterwards ; and his body was very yellow,

after death. Mr. Brown's wife fickened in a (hort

time, and died of the fame complaint ; which was

at that time fuppofed to be the Yellow Fever.

The
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The following is an account of the number who
died, with the Yellow Fever, in New-Haven, in the

different months of the year 1794

:

June, 6

J«iy, 3

Auguft, 16

September, 26

October, 12

November, 1

Total 64

Of this number, forty-eight vomited matter re-

fembling coffee-grounds, or port wine. There

were about a hundred and fixty perfons who had

the Yellow Fever. Three perfons recovered who
vomited matter like coffee-grounds ; but none re-

covered, that I remember, who vomited matter re-

fembling port wine. Some vomited a vifcid, tough

mucus, fimilar to the white of an egg ; others,

matter like chocolate, which were as fatal as the

black vomit.

" In refpeft to the origin and nature of the

difeafe under confideration, I efteem it jufli-

flable to reafon from fafts alone. I am fully

of opinion that the Yellow Fever is feldom or

never generated in this country, [but] that it is

akvayt
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always imported from abroad." " Had it ever ap-

peared in Conne&icut, before the year 1743* anc*

June, 1794, we mould, undoubtedly, have had

fome record of the fatt. There is no fuch record,

and no perfon remembers to have heard of fuch a

difeafe, but at thefe periods, prevailing in any part

of the ftate. There are numbers of aged perfons

in New-Haven, who remember the putrid ulcerous

fore throat, fmall-pox, meafles, dyfentery, &c. rag-

ing here, with great mortality ; but have no recol-

lection of any Yellow Fever. Hence we may ra-

tionally conclude that it never did appear, in this

ftate, but in the years 1743, and 1794.

" If the citizens of large commercial cities were

attentive in tracing the origin of the Yellow Fever,

on itsfirst appearing among them, they would often

find that the difeafe was imported. In fome inftan-

ces it would be extremely difficult to difcover the

origin. But the mifchief lies in this—that the inha-

bitants of fuch cities, whenever a contagious difeafe

makes its appearance among them, endeavour to fup-

prefs all rumor of it, from an apprehenfion of alarm-

ing the country and injuring their commerce ; un-

willing to believe that there is evil in the city till the

difeafe fpreads in every direction. Then, indeed,

when it is too late, they are folicitous in the ufe of

means
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means to arrefl its progrefs. As it extends itfelt

flowly, at firft, feafonable exertion might both detect

its fource and prevent its increafe; but when it is dif-

fufed through a city, it fpreads with rapidity, and

it is no longer poffible to difcover where it began.

But as, whenever the Yellow Fever has appeared in

the United States, it has always been in fea-port

towns, and originated near wharves, docks and ware-

houfes, there feems to be high probability that the

difeafe is imported.

ELIJAH MUNSON.

JSeiv Haven, April 24, 1796.

Extraclfrom the Letter of Dr. Mun/bn, fen.

" We have never, in this part of the country,

(except in a fingle inftance in the year 1743, been

acquainted with a fever altogether fimilar to the one

in queftion. True, fome chronic complaints in the

vifcera, as well as acute fporadic fevers, ending in

fphacelation, have been attended with the vomiting

of a fluid, putting on the appearance of coffee-

grounds, and terminated in a black vomit. We
have often feen continual endemical fevers, inter-

mittent, and remittent bilious fevers, originating

I from
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from the putrid gafes of animals and vegetables com-

mixed, as from draining of ponds and ftagnant wa-

ters—but no difeafe from thefe fources, or any in

our climate, I conceive, ever compared with what is

generally known by the name of Yellow Fever; no

difeafe attended wiih fo great rapidity, or charac-

terifed by that deep-Jhaded, univerfal yellownefs, and

vomiting of black-coloured matter, oozing from the

furface of the flomach.

Dr. Ferriar obferves, that peftilential diforders are

not to be afcribed to animal putridity. Inflances

have been adduced in which thoufands of dead bo-

dies have been left to putrify on fields of battle,

without producing peftilential fever ; nor have fe-

vers been obferved to originate, or to rage more fe-

verely, in houfes furrounding church-yards, though

the flench is often infufFerably offenfive.

ENEAS MUNSON."
New Haven, April, 1796.

Mr. Webfter, in his " Concluding Obfervations,"

admits the force of the above fafte to be fuch as to

make out one cafe of importation. " It feems to be

proved, (fuch are his words') that in New-Haven the

difeafe was introduced and propagated by infeclisn.*'

The
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The year fubfequent to the above publication, Dr.

Munfon fenior, in anfwer to a letter from Dr. Ho-

fack of New-York, inquiring if any additional fatts

had come to his knowledge, gives him the following

information which is tranferibed from the original.

" It was evident in almofl: every inftance that the

fick had been expofed. We were a long time, how-

ever, in the dark, refpecling a fmall child about two

years old, as the parents were confident it had never

been abroad to be expofed. This was at length ex-

plained by one of the nurfes, who had been long in

the infedion, who informed, that as he was palling

the houfe, he faw the child endangered by a carnage,

he caught it up in his arms and fet it into the houfe,

unknown to the parents. Another [youth] which

died with the black vomit, the phyfician confidently

aflerted died of worms and not of the fever, which

the inhabitants had conceived fuch apprehenfions of

at this time. The neighbourhood entertained an

high opinion of the phyfician, and from unbounded

confidence in him, friends and neighbours went in,

as ufual, to perform their kind offices to the fick.

After death, the difeafed was permitted thecuftom-

ary ceremonies of burial, which before this time

had been laid afide in this fever. The corpfe was

expofed to view as is common, and borne of eight

bearers, attended by a large proceflion. The con-

fequence was a more extenfive fpread of the fever

than
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than was known during the whole fkknefs from any

one individual. Six out ofthe eight bearers werefeizecl

ivith thefever within a week, and many who attended

at the houfe."

Notwithstanding Mr. Webfler, after publifhing

the communication of Doftors Munfon, acknow-

ledged, that " in New-Haven, the difeafe was intro-

duced and propagated by infe&ion, yet he afterwards

publifhed in the Commercial Advertifer, a laboured

refutation of every important circumftance, and at-

tempted to produce a conclufion diametrically op-

pofite, without the leafl apology for his change of

opinion.

This occafioned Doctor Munfon, fen. to be again

applied to for information on the fubjecl ; and in a

letter, in anfwer, dated New Haven, September,

1803, he confirms his former ftatements, and af-

ferts that he has never feen reafon to alter his opi-

nion with refpeft to the introduction of the Yel-

low Fever into New Haven, in 1794.

From Mr. Webfter's account, it would appear,

that the {loop Iris, Capt. Trueman, from Martinico,

arrived [not firft: at New Haven, but] at New-York

the latter part of May, 1794. Her crew and paf-

fengers being in health, fhe was admitted as a clean

veffel.
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velTel, and hauled up at or near a wharf. Here flie

lay wind-bound, from eight to twelve days ; during

which time, no perfon on board was ill. Early in

June, the Hoop arrived at New Haven, as has been

related by Dr. Munfon.

Mr. Webfter does not deny, that the cafes of

Yellow Fever, mentioned by Dr. Munfon, occurred

at New Haven, foon after the arrival of the Hoop

at that place ; but does not allow, that they origina-

ted from any contagion or infection imported in the

floop, although he acknowledges in one of his laft

publications on this fubjeft, that " from the floop

" was landed a cheft of clothes, which belonged to

" a feaman who died with Fever in Martinico

;

" which chefl was opened and the contents invento-

" ried by Mr. Auftin in his (lore, in prefence of

" capt. Truman, of Henry Hubbard, and of Polly

" Gorham, a niece of Ifaac Gorham ; Mr. Auftin

" and his clerk, continues he, were feized a fcv.-

<c days after opening of the cheft, &c." and in the

next page he fays, " If Mr. Auftin, and his clerk,

" received the feeds of the difeafefrom the clothing

" of the cheft, as it is poffibk. they did, the fources

" of the difeafe muft have been the foetid effluvia of

" dirty clothes, which had been a long time clofr

" packed in a cheft in a fultry climate.

"
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To prove that the contagion or infection was not

imported into New Haven in the blanket or cloth-

ing of the feaman who died of Yellow Fever

from on board the floop Iris, whilft at Martinico

—Mr. Webfter and the committee of the medical

fociety of New-York, refer to the following affida-

vits of Leverett Stevens, and captain Trueman.

Affidavit of the mate ofthejloop Iris.

City of NewTork,J.

Leverett Stevens, late mate of the floop Iris, of

New-Haven, being duly fworn, depofeth and faith

—That he knew John Wilfon, the failor belonging

to the faid floop—That he, this deponent, was on

more with him at the time of his death, and affil-

ed in fewing up in a blanket, the body of the faid

John Wilfon, together with all the wearing apparel

which be had onfhore, and that no part whatever of

thefame, was returned on board of thefloop. And
this deponent further faith, that the regimental

coat found in the chefl of the deceafed, on board,

was a new garment, taken out of a bale a few days

before, in the prefence of this deponent, and to the

befl: of his knowledge and belief, had never been

worn. And this deponent further faith, that the

jackets and trowfers found in the faid chefl: were al-

io
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fo new, and taken a few days before, in the fight oP

this deponent, from another bale of goods ; and as

this deponent verily believes, had never been worn

by the faid John Wilfon, in his life-time, nor by any

other perfon. And this deponent further faith, that

being at the compting-houfe of Elijah Auftin, before

the opening of John Wilfon's cheft of things in the

{tore, and before the faid Elijah's departure for the

city of New-York, whither he faid he was going,

this deponent heard him complain of being unwell,

but that notwithftandtng, he muft proceed on his-

journey. And further this deponent faith not.

LEVERETT STEVENS.

Sworn before me this 16th Nov. 1798.

GABRIEL FURMAN, Alderman.

Affidavit of the captain ofthefloop Iris.

CityofNewTork,ff.

Daniel Trueman, late commander of the floop

Iris, which failed from New Haven in the winter of

the year 1794, on a voyage to Martinique, being

duly fworn, depofeth and faith—After his arrival

at the port of Saint Pierre's, his veffel was taken

from him by the authority there—That while the

veffel was detained, he, this deponent, and part of

his people, lived on fhore—That after the condem-

nation
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nation and fale of his veflel, he, this deponent, be-

came the purchafer. And this deponent further

faith, that the remainder of his crew, confiding of

his mate and two men, were employed, during part

of the time aforefaid, in the bufinefs of droguing,

in the employ of the government there—That on the

return of the mate and the two men aforefaid, he,

this deponent, took poffeffion of the faid Hoop Iris,

and carried his whole crew on board, and that after-

wards, within three days, one of the men, named

John Wilfon, was taken fick of a fever, and within

afew hours was carried on fliore, where he died,

and was buried in the clothes which he wore during

hisjicknefs, no article whereof was returned on board

the Iris. And this deponent further faith, that on

fetting fail, his crew, including paiTengers, to the

befl of this deponent's recollection, confifted of fif-

teen perfons—That the cheft of the deceafed John

Wilfon was opened by this deponent and his mate,

Leverett Stevens, twice, during the paffage, and that

it contained a foldier's regimental coat, a great coat,

feveral jackets and trowfers, and a few other things,

none of which the faid John Wilfon wore during his

illnefs. And this deponent further faith, that dur-

ing the paflage from Saint Pierre's to New-York,
and from New-York to New-Haven, the whole of

the perfons on board enjoyed good health, and no

fever or other difteraper prevailed among them

:

And
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And this deponent further faith, that after his arri-

val with a healthy crew at New Haven, Elijah Auf-

tin, the perfon in whofe employ the deponent failed,

was prefent when this deponent opened the cheft

containing the effects of the faid John Wilfon, in a

certain (tore where they had been carried from the

veffel feveral days before ; and that the faid Elijah

Auftin before the opening of the faid cheft, and be-

fore his departure for the city of New York, to

which he was then about to go, complained of a

head-ache, and faid he muft proceed neverthelefs to

New York. And further this deponent faith not.

DANIEL TRUEMAN.

Theforegoing depofition wasfworn to before me this

1 6th of November, 1798.

GABRIEL FURMAN, Alderman.

But as direct contradictions to the affertions con-

tained in the above depofitions, the following affida-

vits fhould be perufed with attention, as they carry

with them the weight of refpectable teftimony, and

have not been, as far as we know, controverted.

The firft is from colonel William Lyon, the cafhier

of the New Haven bank, and a gentleman againft

whom no one will prefer the fmalleft objection.

K J&w
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New Haven, Sept. 27, 1803.

I, William Lyon, of faid New Haven, declare

and teftify, that a. d. 1794, and foon after the me-

lancholy death of Elijah Auftin, formerly of this

city, merchant, Henry Daggett and Abraham Bi-

fhop, Esqrs. and myfelf were appointed appraifers

of the eftate of the deceafed, and having opened his

ftore on Union wharf, which had been fhut from the

time of his death, I faw a certain cheft in the garret,

which I was told was lately owned by John Wilfon,

a feaman in the faid Auftin's vefTel, Daniel Truman,

mafter, (this Wilfon died at Martinique with the

plague or Yellow Fever the laft voyage of faid vef-

M) and that his clothes were fhut up in the faid

cheft.

Several perfons mentioned to me their fears of

infection from the cheft, and requefted me to make

a motion at the next court of common council that

the cheft might be removed or deftroyed. About

this time I was at the fhop of Samuel Cleveland, a

joiner; he exprefTed his fears. His fon, Ralph

Cleveland, a boy of 12 or 14 years of age, being

at work in the fhop informed me that he was with

Mr. Truman this voyage, had thefever himfelf in the

fame room with Wilfon, was prefent when Wil-

fon died, and that John Brandigan, another feaman

belonging
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belonging to the fame vefTel, took a blanket andfome

other clothes from the corpfe and carried them on board

the veffel, and put them in Wilfon's chest, where he,

the faid Ralph, often faw them.

A court of common council was held on that or

the fucceeding day, after my converfation with

Cleveland, when I mentioned the complaints I had

heard, and made a motion that fome order might be

taken thereon. The court appointed Henry Dag-

gett, and Nathan Beers, Efq. with myfelf, a com-

mittee, to overfce the removal and deftrucYion of

the chefl. I procured Leverett Stevens, who had

been mate of the veffel the laft voyage, and Wil-

liam Bayley, to deflroy the chefl. They removed

it by water, to the Oyfler-point fields, in this city,

and there in full view of the committee, broke open

the chefl, took out the contents with a pole, which

were an old dirty blanket, a military coat, a pair of

dirty trowfers, and fome other old clothes, which were

all burnt to allies.

WILLIAM LYON.
New Haven County,ff.

New Haven, Sept. 30, A. D. 1803.

Perfonally appeared William Lyon, and made

oath that the within depofition by him fubfcribed,

was the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

the truth.

Sworn before me,

JOSEPH DARLING, Jus. Pads.

We
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We now fubjoin the affidavit of Dr. Hotchkifs,

a gentleman of ftrift integrity, and unimpeachable

on the fcore of veracity.

I Obadiah Hotchkifs, jun. of New Haven, in

New Haven county, of lawful age, do teftify and

fay, that Daniel Truman, matter of the floop Iris,

from the Weft-Indies, early in the month of June,

1794, in converfation, told me that while in the

Weft-Indies, all his men had the Yellow Fever, that

John Wilfon was carried on fhore, attended by a

phyfician, and died ; the remainder of his men he

gave an emetic, and they all recovered. I further

teftify that Leverett Stevens, mate of the aforefaid

floop, to the beft of my recolle&ion the evening be-

fore the converfation with captain Truman, told

me, that him/elf and all the hands had the Tellow

Fever in the Weft-Indies, that John Wilfon died,

and further ftated that he was cured by taking

drinks that produced a copious fweat.

OBADIAH HOTCHKISS.
New Haven, 30//& Sept, 1803.

New Haven County, Jf,

New Haven, Sept. $oth, 1803.

Perfonally appeared Obadiah Hotchkifs, jun.

and made oath that the above and foregoing depo-

fition, by him fubfcribed, was the truth, and no-

thing but the truth.

Sworn before me,

JOSEPH DARLING, Jus. Pacis.

To
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To thefe we add the declaration of Mr. Ives,

received from Dr. Munfon in a former letter, and

to which he informs us Mr. Ives is ready to de-

pofe, but obferves, that Mr. Ives's word will never

be difputed where he is known. The following is his

ftatement under his own hand.

" I was requefted by the faculty of this town to

inquire into the particulars refpe&ing capt. Tru-

man's veffel, particularly with regard to the cloth-

ing which was in the chefl: of John Wilfon, a marin-

er, who died in the Weft-Indies of the Yellow Fever.

The facts I obtained were from Leverett Stevens,

mate of the vefTel. Stevens faid that the blanket

'which Wilfon ufed when he was fick, and the clothes in

which he died, he put into the chest, and locked it, and

that it was not opened until it was opened in Auflin's

(tore, in New Haven.
LEVI IVES.

The reader is now in pofleffion of the counter

teftimony we have to produce. Dr. Munfon ob-

ferves, in the conclufion of his letter, inclofing the

depofitions, " many flrong corroborating circum-

itances might have been added, but my profeflional

engagements are fuch at this juncture, as to prevent

further refearches, and feme people who could tef-

tify in point are abroad." But more is unneceffa-

ry ; until the teftimony of the above gentlemen

can be fhaken, and their characters deftroyed,

which
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which we feel warranted in faying never can be done,

there can be but one opinion on this fubjecT:. We
can have no fcruple then to fay, it is not true—
that " there was no blanket in the chert," for Ralph

Clevelandfaw John Brandigan take Wilforis " blank-

et and carry it on board the veffel, and put it in Wil-

foris chest," and Col. Lyon faw Leverett Stevens

himfelf, and William Bayley, take out of the chest,

by means ofa pole, an old dirty blanket, and burn it—
and finally, this Leverett Stevens told Mr. Ives,

that the " blanket which Wilfon ufed when he was

ftck he put into his chest and locked it. It is not

true—that " Wilfon was buried with his infecled

clothes on," for Ralph Clevelandfaw the clothesfrom

the corpfe carried on board the veffel and put in the

cheft, and Stevens told Mr. Ives, exprefsly, that he

put the clothes, in which Wilfon died, into his chest.

It is not true—that the Jloop had never any infecl-

ed perfons on board, for Ralph Cleveland told Col.

Lyon, that he himfelf had the fever ; but more par-

ticularly Capt. Truman told Dr. Hotchkifs, that

" while in the Wefl-Indies, all his men had the Tel-

" low Fever, and Leverett Stevens told him that he

" himfelf, and all the hands, had the Yellow Fever in

" the West-Indies." It is not true—that " the

cheft: contained only a new coat and new jackets and

trowfers, which had never been worn," for Ralph

Cleveland faw " other clothes," befides the blanket,

taken off the corpfe by John Brandigan, and put into

the chest, and Stevens and Bayley took out of the cheft

with



( 7* )

with a pole, a. pair ofdirty trmv/ers, andfome other old

clothes, and burnt them. Laflly, it is not true—
that " the chert, with its contents, were burnt un-

examined, for, in full view of the committee [appoint-

ed by the court, and confiding of Henry Daggett,

Nathan Beers and William Lyon, Efqrs.] the chest

was broken open, and the contents expofed before they

were burnt, consisting of an old dirty blanket, a ?nilita-

ry coat, a pair of dirty trowfers, and fome other old

clothes" Finally, of all the allegations made by thofe

who have engaged to inveftigate this affair, for the

purpofe of difproving the original flatement made

in I796, NOT ONE SINGLE MATERIAL FACT IS

true. Thus we finiih with the year 1794, at New
Haven.

We are not difpofed to prefs this fubjecl: very

hard, nor is it our intention to mark out any one as

guilty of fubornation in procuring the two unhap-

py men to forfwear themfelves, but we cannot, in

duty, refrain from making a fhort appeal to our fel

low citizens on this flatement of fa&s. What will

they think of thofe who to fupport a fyflem, preg-

nant with nothing but mifchief, will go to fuch un-

heard-of, fuch unfufpefted, fuch criminal lengths ?

And will it not infpire a jufl: and falutary caution,

how they implicitly receive the interefled evidence

of captains of veffels which have introduced pefti-

lence and death among us.

Letter
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Letterfrom Dr. James Stratton, to Dr. S. P. Griffitts.

Swedejborougb, Dec. $ut9 1805.

Dear Sir,

Your favour of the 10th infhnt, came duly to

hand. In attempting an anfwer thereto, it may not

be improper to ftate thofe fa&s relative to the Yel-

low Fever, whichhavecomewithin my knowledge, in

the different years, in which that difeafe has appear-

ed in the city of Philadelphia. In doing this it will

not be neceffary to detail the particular fymptoms,

fo much as the circumftances of its appearance—the

fituation of the places as it refpefts tide water, and

the inftances of its fpreading.

In the year 1793, three cafes only occurred with-

in my notice, thefe were perfons who had left the

city ; two of the cafes proved fatal, but without

any inftance of its being communicated. In the year

1797, I faw feven cafes, all thefe were inhabitants

of this neighbourhood, five of them had been to

Philadelphia ; of thefe, four died : two cafes of

the difeafe being communicated, one died with all

the diftinguifhing fymptoms which accompany the

mofl unfavourable cafes, the other recovered. The
firft of the cafes communicated, Thomas Humphries,

was
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was on tide-water; the other had been nurfe to

one who had died, at the diftance of two or three

miles from any tide.

The cafe of Thomas Humphries may, perhaps,

merit a more particular detail. Peter Duffield, a

waterman, had been to Philadelphia, and brought

from thence a quantity of oakum, for graving his

vefTel. Thomas Humphries, and Charles Lack,

carpenters, went to work on board the veffel ; Duf-

field and Humphries flept on board: they were both

taken ill on the 18th day of September. Duffield

died on the 21ft; Humphries died on the 2 2d of

the fame month. Duffield had been to the city,

Humphries had not ;—they were both employed in

handling the fame oakum, and perhaps received the

infection from the fame fomites.

In the year 1798, forty-two cafes came within

my notice. Of thefe, nineteen died ; they were

fcattered over the country in different fituations.

Of thefe patients, fome had removed from Philadel-

phia,; others had been there on bufinefs ; others

again had removed from Wilmington, Delaware ;

and about fifteen of them had not been to either

place. Of thefe latter, fome, both of thofe that

died, and of thofe who furvived, exhibited the fymp-

toms which are charafteriflic of the difeafe. As it

would be difficult as well as tedious, to relate the

L circumftances



C 74 )

circumftances of all thofe cafes where the difeafe

might be fuppofed to have been communicated,

from one perfon to another, or from the clothing

of one perfon to another, I will mention only one

cafe : Mifs Sally Harding fled from Wilmington

to the houfe of her uncle, captain William Peterfon,

at a place called the Cove, on the Jerfey fhore, a

mile or two above the mouth of Chriftiana Creek.

About a week after leaving Wilmington, (he was

attacked with the Yellow Fever, but recovered ; her

uncle, Mr. Peterfon, took the difeafe, was very ill

;

he alfo recovered ; her nurfe took the difeafe and

died. Mr. Miller, a ftudent in medicine, vifited

Mifs Harding j he took the difeafe and died.

In the year 1799, nine cafes occurred within my
notice ; feven died, two recovered. Of the nine

cafes, fix were communicated. Some of thefe patients

were at Carpenter's bridge, on Mantua Creek, and

fome om Oldman's Creek. The cafes which oc-

curred in the family of Mr. Jofeph Stout, on Old-

man's Creek, in the county of Salem, may perhaps

be worth relating. A young man of his family,

who followed the bufinefs of a fhallop-man, from

that Creek to Philadelphia, came home fick of

the Yellow Fever, and died about the fixth day, in

a ftate of extreme putrefaction ; his fingers, toes,

and ears were black for two days previous to his

death j he difcharged a black fluid from his flomach,

with
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with a force diffident to carry it horizontally acrofs

a room. This man had been nurfed by Mrs. Stout

and her daughter, a young woman, who, about a

week after his death, were attacked with the fame

fymptoms, and both died on the fixth day. Seve-

ral other perfons in the fame family were taken ill,

but recovered. Mr. Stout's houfe is on the bank

of the Creek, half a mile from any other dwelling.

There have been but a few cafes in this part of

the country fmce the year 1799, until the fall of

the prefent year. The mod of thefe were at Car-

penter's bridge, on Mantua Creek, where there is

a fcattered village. The difeafe was introduced

into this village by three men who were inhabitants

thereof, and went to Philadelphia on bufinefs ; and

while there, doubting the exiftence of the difeafe,

or its power to injure them, after charging them-

felves with fpirituous liquor, wantonly went in fearch

of the difeafe, into Southwark, and found fome of

its victims, and affifled in putting them in their cof-

fins. They returned home and boafted of their

prowefs ; about a week afterwards they were all

taken ill, and all died about the fixth day. From

thefe, the difeafe was communicated to a number

of others ; of whom I vifited four perfons ; two died.

From
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From the fa&s which have been ftated, it may be

obferved, that the Yellow Fever has never appeared

in this part of the country, except in thofe feafons,

and when it had previoufly exifted in Philadelphia

;

that there have been many inflances of its being

brought from Philadelphia to Jerfey, and of its be-

ing communicated from the perfons thus infecled,

to others. If the difeafe may be brought from

Philadelphia into New Jerfey, I fee no difficulty in

fuppofing it may be brought from fome other place

to Philadelphia.

This communication has been deferred by the

preflure of bufinefs ; but you will make proper

allowance for circumftances of this kind, and maj
make fuch ufe thereof as you may think proper.

With fincere regard,

I am, dear Sir, your friend

and very humble fervant,

JAMES STRATTON.

Dr. S. P. Griffitts.

An
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Letterfrom Dr. John Stuart, of the ifland of Grena-

da, to Dr. David Hofack.

New Tork, Nov. 12, 1805.

Dear Sir,

I have received your favour of this date, defiring

information concerning the Fever which appeared,

and proved fo fatal, in Grenada, in March, 1793 ; I

feel much difpofed to comply with your requeft, but

regret that my time will not allow me to do fo in a

manner fatisfaftory to myfelf ; at all events, I hope

you will make allowance for any inaccuracy I may

commit, in referring to circumftances which took

place fo long as twelve years ago, efpecially as 1 am

poffefTed of no memorandum refpe&ing the difeafe,

all my papers having been deftroyed in the infurrec-

tion which occurred in that ifland, in 1795.

It may be necefTary to premife, that I had been

engaged in an extenfive practice in the quarters of

St. Andrew's and St. Patrick's, for 19 years previous

to the period referred to. My place of refidence

was on the eafl: fide of the ifland, and on the con-

fines of thofe two parifhes, about 24 miles from St.

George, the capital, and upwards of four miles from

Grenville bay, the fecond harbour in the colony.

The
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The tract of country between my abode and the lat-

ter is flat, and the fliore low and fwampy ; it is confe-

quently extremely unhealthy in the fall of the year
;

I had become, of courfe, well acquainted with tertian

fever, under its various forms of intermittent, remit-

tent, and continued types. It is however worthy of

remark, that I do not recollect an inflance of an epi-

demic occurring among the white inhabitants in any

part of the ifland, from January to July or Auguft,

previous to the year 1793.

My firfl acquaintance with the Fever in queflion

was as follows : In the month of March of that year,

I went one day on board the (hip Adventure, then

lying in Grenville harbour, to vilit the carpenter, at

that time under my charge, for a gun-fhot wound

in his hand. 'While there, captain Remington ar-

rived from St. George's by fea : he had come

round in a drogher, and had had heavy fqualls, with

rain, in his paflage to windward. He then com-

plained of being feveriih, and feemed low-fpirited ;

—

he had heat of ikin, his pulfe full and under 100,

head-ache, pain in his back and limbs, and over his

whole body ; thefe fymploms I imputed to cold

caught in his pafTage up, and accordingly took eight

ounces of blood from him, which, unexpectedly, nei-

ther exhibited the bufFy coat, nor the coagulum any

degree of contraction, nor confequent reparation of

ferum.
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ferum. He took an emetic of Ipecacuanha in the

evening, and a dofeof Glauber's falts the following

morning. During three days I continued to vifit

him, his pulfe did not exceed 100, nor was the heat

of fkin confiderable ; he took occafionally fmall dofes

of antimonial wine, with the addition of laudanum

at bed-time, and made free ufe of tepid drinks. At

the end of that time I was under the neceiftty of

putting him in charge of a neighbouring practition-

er, having a call to the other fide of the ifland.

On leaving him I certainly did not entertain any

idea of his being in danger ; I was, however, forci-

bly flruck with, and could not well account for,an un-

common degree of defpondency of mind, that was

then prefent, and it was not po/Tible to remove the

impreffion that he was to die ; nor was I the lefsfur-

prifed, on going to Grenville a few days thereafter,

to be told of his death, and more efpecially to hear

of that event having been preceded by hemorrhage

from his nofe, ftomach, mouth, and urinary bladder.

On this occafion, while in converfationwith fome gen-

tlemen on the fate of this unfortunate man, I could

not help noticing the malignancy of the cafe, and the

difference in the train of fymptoms from what I had

ever witneflcd to take place in the word cafe of our

endemic fever. But a few minutes had elapfed

when a gentleman arrived from St. George's ; I had

no fooner mentioned capr. R.'s death to him, and my

furprife thereat, when he indantly replied, it was

.known
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known to him, for that capt. R. had eatandflept oa

board the fhip Hankey, during feveral days that he

was in town. This was the firft notice I had of fuch

a veflel being in the colony, and therefore anxioufly

requefted he would explain himfelf : this he did by

faying, that the Hankey, capt. Cox, had arrived

fome time before, after carrying a number of fet-

tlers from England to the coaft of Africa, where (he

had remained for fome months ; and that during her

ftay the greater part of thofe unfortunate people had

been carried off by fever ; and concluded by faying,

that there was at that time a curfed infeclion lurking

on board of her ; that the mate of the fhip Baillies

had died or was dying, and feveral other feamen

were very ill, when he left town. The melancholy

fcenethat afterwards followed at St. George's, in

1793 and 1794, is well and amply defcribed by my

refpe&able friend Dr. Chifholm, in his well-known

work on Weft India difeafes.

As to the character of this fever, my experience

has fully fatisfied me, that it was fpecifically diftinct

from every form of the indigenous, bilious remit-

tent, which 1 had ever obferved. Becaufe it ap-

peared at a feafon of the year which I had always

found healthy during a period of twelve years I

had relided in the colony. Becaufe it did not par-

ticularly appear in thofe fituations where bilious

remittent
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remittent fever ufually prevailed during the unheal-

thy feafon of the year. Becaufe there was an evi-

dent difference in the character and type of the

two difeafes j there was a greater defpondency of

mind in this fever, the eyes were more muddy and

inflamed, there was commonly a deep-feated pain in

the eye-fockets, the motion of the eye-balls was at-

tended with uneafinefs ; the pain in the back and

limbs was greater than in bilious fever ; the vomit-

ing was not of fo violent and draining a nature, nor

were there fuch evacuations of bilious matter. The

black vomit* generally occurred at an early period ;

the yellownefs was of a dingy hue, not of the real

icteric tinge accompanying cafes of bilious fever.

The delirium was, in many inftances, of a peculiar

nature, and much refembling a ftate of intoxication ;

hemorrhage was more frequent, particularly by

urine and from the ftomach and inteftines. Patients

on feveral occafions made exertions not long before

death that I never witneffed in bilious fever. I

have known a patient get up, drefs himfelf, and

walk about his chamber, a very fhort time before

his death. Medical practitioners, before being well

acquainted with the deceitful nature of the difeafe,

not unfrequently declared their patients out of dan-

ger,

* Which I consider as one of the characteristics of this dis-

ease.

M
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ger, when the fatal ifiue took place an hour or two

after their departure. Becaufe I never knew this

fever terminate within a few weeks in intermittent,

as tertian, remittent or bilious fever commonly does.

Becaufe the degree of weaknefs produced by the fe-

ver is greater, and the recovery of flefli and ftrength

more gradual and flow in this than in bilious fever.

Becaufe 1 did not find the fame mode of treatment

fuccefsful in both cafes of fever ; for the early and

bold and free ufe of bark, which I have found very

generally to anfwer in bilious fever, feemed to ag-

gravate this fever and to haften the fatal ifiue.

That this fever was contagious I concluded from

the manner in which it broke out and fpread. It

firfl: appeared in two or three veffels that had a com-

munication with the Hankey, and from thofe four-

ces it gradually extended itfelf toother veiTels in the

harbour ; but not to all ; for, where attention was

paid to prohibit communication with infected {hips,

fuch veffels efcaped. After fome time it got on

fhore, both into town and in the garrifon. There

is alfo reafon to think that it was carried from thence

to the adjoining iflands, as it appeared at moll: of

thofe to windward within two months of its breaking

out at Grenada ; and fome time thereafter, it (hew-

ed itfelf at Jamaica, and ultimately I believe in Sep-

tember at Philadelphia.

Its
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Its contagious nature alfo appeared from many

inftances of men in 1793 and 1794 going to St.

George's on bufinefs, and being attacked a few days

after their return to the country with this fever, to

feveral of whom it proved fatal ; but I mud obferve

that I met with no inftance in the country, of the

difeafe being communicated to others, either vifitors

or attendants. It is indeed true that every attention

was paid to keep the chamber of the fick well aired ;

their linen frequently ihifted ; and when a fatal iffue

took place, every article of wearing apparel and

bedding was commonly deftroyed.

From knowing feveral inftances of young men

who got wounded in 1795 and 1796, having been

fent for convenience and proper attendance to town,

who during their cure were attacked by this cruel

difeafe, and on fome occafions fell a facrifice thereto.

From inftances occurring of people exprefling a

confeioufnefs of the time when they received the

contagion, while vifiting acquaintances labouring

under the difeafe.

From a thorough belief in the minds of all the

medical gentlemen in Grenada, who witneffed the

difeafe, that it was fo : let it be obferved, however,

that one of the moft refpectable practitioners in St.

George's, and a particular acquaintance of my own,

would not allow at first, that it was contagious.

And
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And laftly, from a full conviction that I, as well as

fome other medical gentlemen, contracted the difeafe

in our attendance on the fick.

Refpecting the propagation of this fever, I am de-

cidedly of opinion that it was occafioned by vifiting

infected apartments, or by the near approach to, or

contact with people labouring under it. There is

every probability alfo that the infection was brought

to Grenada by the Hankey; * but what its nature

was, whether it originated on board in confequence

of the number of fick crowded together, while la-

bouring under the endemic of a warm climate, and

that in a fultry, moid atmofphere, is a queftion I do

not take upon myfelf to anfwer.

That vegetable and animal matter in a flate of pu-

trefaction does produce difeafe, is not to be denied
;

but that vegetable matter only in a (late of corrup-

tion is on many occafions harmlefs, is evident, from

the offenfive heaps of cotton feed, and the pulpy co-

vering of the coffee berry which are daily to be met

with in Demarara, without being confidered as a

caufe of fever ; nor mould this circumftance be omit-

ted, that when fever does prevail, it is at a feafon

when thofe caufes do not act powerfully.

Yours, &c.

JOHN STEWART.
Dr. David Hosack.

* It is important to note here, that when the Hankey return-

ed to Great Britain, she was immediately ordered by the Board

of Health to be burnt.
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An account of the rife and progrefs of the Fever,

which prevailed in Southwark, during part of the

Summer and Autumn of the prefent year, 1805. %
Doclor William Currie.

The Yellow Fever made its firft: appearance this

year, in the family of Samuel Crifman, who kept a

retail grocery (lore at the north-eaft corner of Catha-

rine and Water ftreets, in the diftrict of South-

wark, about midway between the New Market and

the Swedes-church, a fituation remarkably clean,

open and airy.

A young man, by the name of Peter Young, and

two boys, the one twelve, and the other fix teen

years of age, in the fervice of Samuel Crifman, were

the firft: that were attacked by the difeafe.

Peter Young was attacked with very violent fe-

verifli fymptoms, on Saturday the 27th of July, foon

after breakfaft, while at work in a covered (hop ad-

joining his employer's houfe ; and the two boys the

day following, one of them while on his way to his

parents in the Northern Liberties.

The youngefl boy, whofe name is Tobias Smith,

informed John North's fon, who rcfided on the

wharf back of Crifman's, the Sunday before he was

taken
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taken ill, that he had been down to the Lazaretto

a few days before ; this, Mr. North's fon dated in

the prefence of Mrs. Rees and the fubferiber, and

has fince qualified to the faft.

Peter Young alfo acknowledged, in the prefence

of Ebenezer Fergufon, Efq. prefident of the board

of health, Mr. George Budd, and Do&or Reynolds,

on his death-bed, (when his mind was in a fituation

which could admit no intered or paffion to inter-

fere with truth,) that he had made a vifit to the

quarantine ftation, the Sunday before he was taken

ill.

In confirmation of this, Samuel Crifman has

dated to Mr. Fergufon and the fubferiber, more

than once, that, the Sunday before Peter Young

was attacked with the Fever, he told him, he

had procured a boat to go to the Lazaretto to

fee his brother, and that he diffuaded him from go-

ing, as he did not believe his brother was come.

—

" Peter Young and the boy, however, he believes,

did go down the river, but returned home about

funfet." Crifman alfo dates, that Peter Young and

more than twenty other perfons, went with him

down the river, to Thompfon's point, on the Jerfey

fhore, below the Lazaretto, the Sunday before he

and the boy went down ; but folemnly declares,

that
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that none of them went near any veffel under qua-

rantine that day.

Mr. Crifman and the widow of Peter Young alfo

ftate, that the faid Young and the youngeft boy,

had both engaged to go with capt. Wickam, in the

brig Ceres, to St. Jago de Cuba, a (hort time be-

fore they were taken fick, and were to have failed the

Sunday the boys were taken ill. According to Crif-

man's account, a few days before the ficknefs occur-

red in his houie, three perfons who had deferted from

one of the infected veffels at the Lazaretto, arrived at

Catharine flreet wharf, with a boat which they had

ftoJen from a fhallop, which lay a fhort diftance from

the veffel ; and that while he went with the owner

of the boat to take out a warrant to apprehend

them, they put a cheft on board an oyfter-boat, and

made their efcape.

It is probable, from reference to the letters of the

Lazaretto phyfician, that the perfons mentioned by

Mr. Crifman belonged to the brig Ann Jane, from

New Orleans, as they deferted about the 24th ; and

though immediately advertifed, and a reward of-

fered by the board of health, as well as by the

mayor of New York, for apprehending them, they

were never detected.

John
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John North, who kept tavern back of Oilman's

on Catharine ftreet wharf, informed the writer of

this account, " that a man by the name ofJohn Da-

vis, from Indian River, arrived at Catharine ftreet

wharf very ill, five or fix days before the ficknefs

commenced at Crifman's ; that during his illnefs,

not expecting it was of a dangerous nature, he per-

mitted him to lodge at his houfe ; but finding him

become very ill, with a pain in his fide and fever, he

obtained an order from the guardians' of the poor

to fend him to the Bettering-houfe ; to which, he

was taken two days before the removal of the fick per-

fons from Crifman's, and there died in a few days."

He was opened, and a large abfcefs difcovered in his

liver ; but none of the appearances ufually obferved

in perfons that have died of the Yellow Fever, ex-

cepting yellownefs of his ikin and eyes.

A quantity of putrid oyfters had been thrown up-

on the north fide of Catharine ftreet wharf, a little

way below North's front door, about ten days be-

fore the three perfons at Crifman's were taken ill

;

but were put on board of the floop Independence,

with a quantity of dry fhells collected for the pur-

pofe, and fent to Richmond in Virginia, on the

30th of July, the fame day that the fick perfons

were fent from Crifman's to the Lazaretto. The

mafter and crew were well at the time of their leav-

ing Catharine ftreet wharf, and, according to a cer-

tificate
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tificate in poffeflion of the fubfcriber, figned by Mr.

John Summers of this city, owner of the Hoop ; they

have remained in perfect health ever fince.

At the time Peter Young and Tobias Smith went

to the Lazaretto, feveral veffels from different ports

of the Weft-India iilands, particularly from Havana

na, Point Petre, Cape Francois, and St. Thomas's

were performing quarantine there, on account of

having had ficknefs and deaths by the Yellow Fever

on board ; and among others, the fchooner Nancy,

William Lake, matter, from the city of St. Domin-

go, with wounded French officers and foldiers,

which had been put on board from a military hofpi-

tal : foon after which, the whole of the crew, ex-

cepting two, had been taken ill with the Yellow Fe-

ver ; one died at fea after three days ficknefs, and

the captain and one of the feamcn were landed at the

Lazaretto, dangeroufly ill, on the 12th of July, ac-

cording to the bill of inquiry, and an extract from

the logbook of the veffel.

As foon as the board of health received intelli-

gence of the fituation of Crifman's family, which

was on the 30th of July, they immediately fent the

fick perfons to the Lazaretto, where Peter Young,

who became extremely yellow, and had conn-ant hae-

morrhages from his nofe and mouth, and other fymp-

toms of malignity, died on the 3d of Augufl.

N The
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The two boys, one of whom had remained at his

father's, recovered.

The day after the removal of the fick perfons from

Crifman's, he retired to the country with his fami-

ly ; and his houfe was cleaned and ventilated.

From Saturday the 27th of July, the day Peter

Young was attacked with the Yellow Fever, no

other cafe of Fever occurred in that neighbourhood,

or in any other part of Southwark, excepting the

two boys refiding in the fame houfe, that were ta-

ken ill the day after him, until Friday, the 2d of

Auguft, and then Mrs. Skillinger, (who lived next

door to Crifman's and who had been prefent when

the fick perfons, with their beds, were taken to the

boat,) was the next perfon attacked with the dif-

eafe ; Mrs. Ellis, who lived in the houfe adjoining

Mrs. Skillinger's, and had long been in an infirm

ftate of health, was taken ill on the 4th, and died on

the 7th of Auguft.

Mr. Caleb Bickham's wife, who lived in the

houfe adjoining Mrs. Ellis's, and her daughter, Mrs.

Henry, were taken with the Fever in a milder

form, about the fame time with, or very foon after,

Mrs. Ellis. Mr. Bickham's fon Caleb, was attack-

ed with great violence on the 9th, and died with

fymptoms of great malignity, on the 17th. Dur-

ing



( 9* )

ing the illncfs of young Mr. Bickham, a young wo-

man who lived in the fame houfe, had an attack of

the Fever, but was confined to bed only a few hours.

Samuel Crifman, who had returned to his houfe

with his family, and a young man whom he had

hired in the Northern Liberties, on the 5th of Au-

gufl, was attacked with the Fever on the 8th ; the

young man on the 9th ; and Mrs. Crifman, after

returning from her mother's funeral in the country,

on the 13th. The latter died with the black vo-

mit on the 1 8th. Crifman and the young man re-

covered, though Crifman had a fevere relapfe.

Chriftiana Kuchman, who had not been a year

from Germany, and refided on the eaft fide of Front,

a few doors below Almond ftreet, was attacked

with the Fever the fame day as young Mr. Bick-

ham ; and her hufband, who had returned from a

fatiguing journey the day before fhe was taken ill,

was attacked with violent fymptoms on the 12th.

He died on the 16th, and (he on the 18th.

Daniel Kelley, a ftevedore, in an alley, a fhort

diftance above Crifman's, near the water, was at-

tacked on the 12th, and died on the 20th. Two

of Mrs. Skillinger's daughters were alfo taken fick

foon after her recovery.
No
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No other cafe of fever occurred in that neigh-

bourhood, from the time of the attack of the per-

fons laft mentioned, till the 15th ; when the follow-

ing perfons were attacked, viz. Mrs. Goe's niece,

who lived in the fame houfe with Mrs. Ellis, and

next door to Mr. BickhamV, Thomas Eldridge,

a journeyman fhip-carpenter, who lodged at North's

tavern, on Catharine ftreet wharf; Mrs. Calagan,

in an alley a little way above Crifman's, on the op-

pofite fide of the ftreet ; and Nancy Hog, at Mr.

Robinfon's, in Catharine, near Water ftreet : and

on the 17th, Mr. Robinfon's boy, Mr. Hozey's

daughter, Jonathan Cogle's daughter, and Mrs.

Rickart, all a fhort diftance below Crifman's.

Benjamin Thomas's family, who lived between

Crifman's and the three laft mentioned families,

efcaped the difeafe two weeks longer ; after which

they fuffered feverely, fix or feven having ficken-

ed in fucceftion, and two died.

Mrs. Vanfant, who lived in an alley, in Chriftian

ftreet, near Water ftreet, was attacked on the

18th, and lived only two days. Thomas Mulford,

who lived in Front, below Chriftian ftreet, but work-

ed in a maft-yard adjoining the alley where Kelley

lay ill, was alfo attacked on the 1 8th ; andPrifcilla

French, immediately after moving from the neigh-

bourhood
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bourhood of Crifman's into Mary flreet, on the

19th.

Mrs. Maul, who lived two doors below Mr. Ho-

zey's, was taken ill on the 22d ; and a girl and boy

in the fame houfe, on the 28th.

Jane Fulmer, who lived near to, and had vifited

Kuchman's wife, during her illnefs, was attacked

on the 20th ; and Mrs. Hay's little daughter in

the fame houfe, and Mr. Dow's fon ; a little bound

girl, and a lodger named Nicholas Oke, in the houfe

front of Fulmer's, on the 26th or 27th. From the

20th or 22d, the difeafe appeared again to make

another paufe, for five or fix days, till a fuflicient

time had elapfed for the contagion to operate on

thofe who had been expofed to its influence—after

which the number of frefli cafes became greater

than before.

Six days after the attack of Mrs. Calagan, Mr.

Gartley's little daughter, in the houfe front of Ca-

lagan's, and Hugh M'Guire's daughter, on the op-

pofite fide of the alley, which is very narrow, were

attacked with the Fever ; and feveral other perfons

employed in M'Guire's family foon after, in fuccef-

fion. Mr. Merrit's little fon, and Mrs. Yoman,

who refided within two or three doors of Calagan's,

were
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were taken ill on the 28th. No perfon was attack-

ed with the difeafe in Chriftian flreet, for fix or fe-

ven days after the death of Mrs. Vanfant ; Mrs.

Nail, and Mrs. Marfh's girl, who lived near her,

were the next attacked in that neighbourhood;

then Mr. Strembeck's daughter, next houfe to

Nail's ; and a few days later, the difeafe made its

appearance in feveral other families in that neigh-

bourhood.

In this manner, the difeafe proceeded in every

neighbourhood where it gained admiffion, the num-

ber of patients increafing perceptibly every five or

fix days, and decreafing in the intervals, at firft

with great regularity ; but after it had made far-

ther progrefs, and the number of patients had be-

come numerous in different neighbourhoods, this re-

gularity was not fo obfervable.

From the preceding detail, which the fubferiber

knows to be fubftantially correct, it appears evident,

efpecially when compared with the manner in which

the difeafe commenced and proceeded in former

years, that it was introduced into Southwark, the

prefent year, by the perfons who firft fickened at

Samuel Crifman's, and that thofe perfons received

the infection from fome vefTel at the Lazaretto,

which, from trufling to the care and vigilance of the

people
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people of the revenue boat, ftationed there to pre-

vent fmuggling, had not been fufficiently guarded

by the infpe&ors of the health office.

The confeflion of the perfons firfl: attacked with

the difeafe, and the length of time that ehpfed af-

ter their attack, before any other cafe of malignant

fever occurred, and then their neareft neighbours

being the next that were attacked, not only renders

it highly probable, but, in my opinion, eftabliihes the

fact with abfolutc certainty.

Itis alfo evident, from the dates of the fubfequent

cafes, that the difeafe was propagated in the fame

manner as difeafesuniverfally acknowledged tobe con-

tagious are always propagated, and not like a difeafe

derived from noxious effluvia diffufed in the atmof-

phere, to numbers in different directions at the fame

time ; nor like a difeafe, occafioned by foul air, pro-

ceeding from a particular fource, which ceafes to

fpread, and even to exift, in a few days after the

fource from which the foul air proceeds, has been

removed or corrected.

If, therefore, the difeafe had originated from the

exhalations of the putrid oyfters which had been

thrown upon Catharine ftreet wharf, and which

were removed on the 30th of July, it would have

ceafed
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ceafed from fprcading, and even from exifting, in a

few days after the removal of the putrid oyfters,

and not have continued its defolating ravages for

nearly three months.

The difeafe alfo differed materially in the violence

of its fymptoms, the period of its crisis, and in the

manner of its termination, from any difeafe which

has ever been known to originate from the impure

air of a populous city, in any part of the world,

or from the exhalations of the mod foul and in-

falubrious marfh.

The difeafe, as heretofore, was extinguifhed

immediately after the appearance of black frolt ;

—

whereas cafes of bilious fever, are fometimes ob-

ferved to occur fporadically till after the middle of

winter, a circumflance which, as obferved by Dr.

Bowen of Providence, proves that the Yellow fever

and the bilious fever are not different grades of the

fame difeafe, as the lower grades would be earli-

er and more certainly extinguifhed than the higher

grades.

Several convincing proofs that the difeafe was

propagated by contagion, in families who refided

in fituations too remote to be affected by the impu-

rity of the air of the neighbourhood where the dif-

eafe made its firft appearance, if any fuch impurity

exifled,
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exifted, came under the notice of the fubfcriber

this year as well as every year that the difeafe has

occurred in Philadelphia. The following are a few

which occurred the prefent year.

Mofes Allen, a Pilot, from Port Penn, arrived at

his daughter's, in Almond above Front ftreet, about

the middle of September, without flopping at any

other houfe on his way. His wife was then danger-

oufly ill with the Yellow Fever. He affifted her

in and out of bed ; fhe died on the fecond day after

his arrival. On the fixth day after her deceafe he

was attacked with the fever and died in a few days.

A young man, apprentice to Capt. George, was

taken ill with the Yellow Fever at Mrs. Biddle's in

Front nearly oppofite Union ftreet, and was dan-

geroufly ill feveral days; was attended by Mrs.

Biddle and her niece, and vifited without referve by

feveral perfons boarding in the fame houfe. In

about a week after his recovery, which was pro-

tracted longer than ufual, Mrs. Biddle and her niece

were attacked with the difeafe, and recovered with

great difficulty ; during their illnefs two of the

lodgers alfo were attacked with the difeafe. Previ-

ously to the time Capt. George's apprentice became

ill, no cafe of fever, excepting the wife of an oyfter-

man in a cellar feveral doors higher up, had occur-

than

O
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red in that neighbourhood, nor any other for more

than two weeks after, excepting one perfon in the

adjoining houfe, in the fervice of Mr. G. Latimer.

Mrs. Cheefman, after nurfing Mr. Caftle in Front

near Shippen ftreet, a neighbourhood where no

other perfon at that time was fick, returned to her

houfe in Stamper's alley, was taken ill a few days af-

ter her return, and died with black vomit. She

afllired the fubfcriber, when flie defpaired of her re-

covery, that me had feen no fick perfon excepting

Mr. Caftle, for many weeks, and had been in no

houfe where any fick perfon had been, for feveral

days before ihe went to nurfe him.

Mrs. Derbyshire, in Front between South and

Lombard ftreets, who attended a boy that was ill

with the fever in the family, was taken ill herfelf,

nine days after the recovery of the boy.

Mrs. Philips and her daughter Barbara, who lived

in Water ftreet between Almond and Catharine

ftreets, were taken ill with the fever on the 27th of

Auguft, and died on the 3d of September. Two
of Mrs. Philips's married daughters and their huf-

bands, ilckened foon after in fucceflion. Two of

thefe died ; and the hufband of one of them in a

delirious paroxyfm, threw himfelf out of the win-

dow and was killed.

One
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One of Mrs. Houfeman's daughters, and a young

man who refided in a clean airy houfe, in Second be-

low Chriftian ftreet, entirely detached from every

other houfe, were taken ill about the middle of

September. Soon after their recovery, the mother

and her other daughter, who had nurfed them, and

who had not been in any other infected houfe from

the time the two firft were taken ill, were both at-

tacked with the fever in lefs than a week after their

recovery.

Mrs. Champnefs, in Pine flreet between Second

and Third ftreets, affured the fubfcriber, when fen-

fible that fhe was pafl recovery, that fhe had feen no

perfon with any kind of difeafe for many weeks,

and had not been in any part of Southwark; but

had employed a young woman who had jufl: left a

family where fome perfons had been fick, to do fome

work for her, foon after which (he was taken ill.

Mrs. Champnefs died a day or two after giving

this account, with decided fymptoms of Yellow

Fever.
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