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Introduction to 

Wikimedia



Why is open important?

Why open is important.



Releasing your 

information allows other 

people to build upon it



Locking up the archive 

skews the historical record

http://lornamcampbell.org/history/open-archaeology-and-the-digital-cultural-commons/

http://lornamcampbell.org/history/open-archaeology-and-the-digital-cultural-commons/


What is Wikimedia?



“Wikipedia is the single 
greatest Open Education 

resource the world has ever 
seen”

Jim Groom, Instructional technologist, speaking at #OER16

Not a social network

More accurate than you 
think

Has a 
Global reach



Photographs by JarrahTree...commons.wikimedia.org [CC BY 2.5 au]

This training is delivered as part of 

the SLIC Wikimedia Residency 



“Establish public libraries as quality 

content creators in the digital sphere, and 

to provide open access to freely usable 

content about Scottish culture, derived 

from our rich library collections.”





National Library of 

Scotland



Image tracking & image attribution

Screengrabs from 

WikiCommons CC-BY-SA



National Library of 

Wales



A national Wikimedian

Screengrabs from 
Wikimedia.org.uk CC-BY-SA



Catalonia’s public 

libraries



Wiki-enabled libraries in Catalonia

https://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/GLAM/Case_studies/Catalonia%27s_Network_of_Public_Libraries

By Davidpar (Own work) [CC BY-SA 3.0] By Crispica (Own work) [CC BY-SA 4.0]

https://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/GLAM/Case_studies/Catalonia's_Network_of_Public_Libraries


Why should you 

edit Wikipedia?



Improving the 

coverage of under-

represented areas 

on Wikipedia

WikiProject

Women in Red

WikiProject

Scotland

Image by Leibniz-Institut für
Länderkunde CC BY-SA 4.0 



Surfacing local stories
Marie Lamont 

and the 

Kempock

Stone

Image by Rosser1954 CC-BY-SA 4.0

Image by Spillerjzy CC-BY-SA 4.0

The 

Surgeon’s 

Hall Riot and 

the Edinburgh 

Seven



Highlighting your local 
library’s unique 
collections

Images by Duncan at GSA Library CC-
BY-SA 3.0



Any questions?


