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INTTPNATIONAL MILITARY TRIRT™WAL TOR TH® FLAP WAST

TH® UNIT®D STAT™S OF AMPTCA, et al,

ARAKI, Sadao, et al,

SWORN DFPOSITION

Deponent s« SATTQ, Yoshie

I, SAITO, Yoshle, of lawful age, being first duly sworn

in accordance with the usages and customs in my country,

depose and state as followse

I was born in 1880 and now live in Shoto, Shibuye=Ku,
Tokyo, I attended the Tokyo Imperial ™miversity and after
graduation, entered the service of the Foreicn Office. T
have been stationed as dirlomatic and consulanr attache in
Peking and Tientsin, China; was at one time Secretary of the
Fmbassy in Washigton, D.C., under Ambassador Shidehara,
Later I became Director of the Bureau or Commercial Affairs
of the Forelgn Office, which position T resigned in 1926 to

accept a position as a director of the South Manchurian Raill-

way Company, Ltd.




In July, 1640, upon the formation of the Xonoye Cabinet,
by request of Foreign Finister Matsuoka, I became an advisor
to the Foreizgn 0ffice and held that position wntil T resigned
in July, 1941, In MNay, 1941, I attended a cabtinet meeting
with Premier Konoye and Foreign VMinister Matsuoka. Other
cabdlnet ministers attende AT this meeting the aquestion of
Japanese+-Anerican negsctiations which were then in progregs,
was discussed. On this occasion I distinctly recall a speech

made by the accused, HIRANTMA, Kiichiro, who was the then
fHome Minlster. He stated, and the theme of his speech vas,
that Japan must not fight for any reason whatsoever, He
gave as nis reasons that if a war were started between blg
powers, 1t was highly probable, and almost ‘nevitable, that

1t would develop into a world wide conflagration, Once starte
ed, 1t was evident that such hostilities would become a pro=-
tracted war and no one could foretell the damage and devase
tatlon which would be wrought by the destructive forces of
new weapons and sclentific devices and aprliances which had
been, and were then being developeds, TUndoubtedly untold
damage would accrue to the industries of all nations of the
world and the human race would be thrown into misery. He also
stated concerning the then present economic conditions o the
country, that he firmly believed Japan would not be able to

withstand or face a protracted war., Ve spoke generally along

t?PSQ lines for approximately thirty minutes in an impassioned

"
* -
L1 L ‘

-




Def. Doce ff’ 2558

plea against war, I remember this speech of FIRANIMA'g
particularly well because he was usually a silent and re=
ticent man, and it was most unususl for him to speak at
such great length. I received the impression, and there
WE S

no question among those present, that he spoke from an

Inncrmost, compelling convietion that he must state his

position strongly. There i1s no question that he was opposed

to war.
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.
On this 30 aay df HUR., 1947

A0 above audress.
_‘-‘__m.

SLEITO, Yoshie ( seal)

1, Ubi.d, Rokuro, hereby certiry that ithe above statenent

was

Sworn o0y the Deponent, who affixed nis slgnature and secl

thereto in the nrescnce of this vwitnesas.

On the sane date

AT The above addaress.

witness: (signed) USaml, hokuro (seal)

OATH

In @accordance vith iy consclence I swear to tell .the whole

truth withholding nothing und adding nothing.

>~I110, Yoshie (seal)




