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CONFIDENTIAL

COFY

Mr, Andrew B. Puskas '
Office of Strategic Services

U.S. Army

Pre-4-p N,

Dear Mr. Puskas,
I hand you herewith a document dated

Nov. 15th, 1945, prepared by me out of my own free will
in order to answer questions put to me by the American

Militery Authorities in Peiping.
As I have stated at the end of this document

I have prepared it from memory without the help of
official pepers or private notes. The dates and the
gxact wordings of utterances containeﬁ in it may there-
f'ore be subject to irrelevant mistakes. In all essential
points, I have, however, sccording to my best knowledge

caprectly related the course of events.

Yours truly
/s/ Eugen 0tt
(1fe jor-General Eugen Ott)

s;bg. LL1 CIC - 29 Jan: 1946
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A

EUGEN OTT - PEKING Nov. 18th 1945
TRANSLATION '
The following statemeht is divided into:
the time preceeding my dispatch to Japan, |
my military work in Japan 1933-1938 in its main phases,

L3

my activity as German Ambassador in Tokyo as far as the
United States of America is concerned, up to the
outbreek of the war between the USA and Japan.,

(1) The time preceeding my dispatch to Japan. ' z

During autumn 1923 Major v. Schleicher requested me to join
him in his work in the "Reichswehrministerium" eand I retained his
confidence throughout his career, which finelly led him to becoms | ‘
"Reichswehrminister" and "Reichskanzler". During the last two
yeers of this career 1931 and 1932 I was chisf n~f the
"Wehrmachtsabteilung" and wes therefcre respensible for all inner
political questions concerning the Army and davy. Predominant
emongst these questions was the reletion of the armed forces to the | ,
I'ast growing Natiomsl Socislist movement. Schlelcher endeavored |
to incorporate the National Sociaslist legally into the parliamentary { '
system of the Weimar Republic end, when this attempt Tailed, to f
destroy it. The book written by Dr. Goebbels "Vom Keiserhof zur-
Reichskanzlei" contains on page 212 and the following peges &
descri ption of this final development, which although one-sided yet
is correct on the main poihts. I myself was the officer mentioned |
on pages 213, 214 as intermesdiary between the "Reichswehrminister" !
and Adolf Hitler. ; |

After the removael of v. Schleicher from his office as %, ;
"Reichskenzler" end after this position had been taken over by I
Adolf Hitler persomally I wes requested by the new "Reichswehrmini« .
ster" v. Blomberg to remsin in my position as chief of the inner | %
political "Wehrmachtsabteilung". I made it a condition, however, .
that 1f I continued in this capacity I should not be brought into &N
conflict with the person of General v. Schleicher or with the views :
held by him and this was expressly confirmed by the
"Reichswehrminister": "since the 'Reichswehr' can follow no other
path than the previous one of strict legality.” | |

-

Beginning of March such conflicts, however, already arose. j 4
I was replaced by Captaln Jodl, who subseguently as General was in
the "Oberkommendo der Wehrmacht", but I was allowed to make a
request concerning my new employment. I reguested to be attached
to the Jepanese army then operating on the Manchurien war theatre :
with the infention to get away from 811 political work and to be |
as far removed from Berlin as possible., My request was sanctioned. 1
However, since during my journey to the Far East the war actions |
in Manchurie came to an end, my assignment was changed into being / |
attached for 6 months to the Japanese home-army. I arrived in
Japan during the summer of 1933, removed from Berlin on my own f//
request &nd with the sanction of the leading personalities, &

-2- . |
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(2) My militaery work in Japan 1933-1938 in its main phases.

This work is divided into two sections:
(a) the time when I was attached to the Japenese army in 1933

(b) my activity as military attache to the Germen
Embagsy in Tokyo 1934-1938.

(a) When I beceme attached to the Jepanese army I had the choice
between the Guards in Tokyo or & line-regiment. I requested to be
attached to the 3rd regiment of artillery garrisoned at Nagoya.

My stay in this provincial town, which &t that time had not yet
developed into one of the main centres of Japenese armement, was
meant to give me the opportunity to devote myself exclusively to

the study of the Japenese asrmy, removed entirely from all diplomatic
end political circles., This study and a period extending over |
many weeks during which I lived in closest contact with the troops,
allowed me to form an opinion on the Japanese wrmy. My subsequent -
work in Jepan was mainly based on this judzment. I found the
Tollowing to be the mein characteristics oi this army:

Unflinching obedisnce towsrds the Tenno,
extreme preparedness for sacrifice,
deficiency in modern arms and combat methods,
én officers' corps, that was politiocally

—— e -

ninded to & lerge extent.

(b) In April 1934 I returned to Tokyo as military attache ufter
a brief stay in Germany. I guess that two reasons secured this new
position for me: T —

In view of the increasing tension with Russia it wus the
intention to send as military attache a man, who already had
acquired & certain knowledge of the country and who had estsblished
contact with the Japsnese officers' corps.

In view of the inner political tension in Germany it was
desirable to remove & man, of whom it wes well known that he
held the confidence of General v, Schleicher. (The General was
murdered four months later.)

In my cepecity as military ettache I first broadened ny
Judgment concerning the nilitary conditions prevailing in
Manchuria, particulasrly as regards the adaptability of the
Menchurian-Russisn frontier for attack and defense, even during the
severaest winter. I gained the conviction that taking into
consideration the weapons in use at that time, the attacker,
whethsr Russian or Japenese, would find himself in en unfavorable
position and thet possible war actions on Russia's far-eastern
frcoy would hardly touch Russia's heart or meke themselves felt
on Rassia's European front. These considerations and the main
cheracteristics of the Japanese army mentioned above led to the
corclu=ion thet the Japene se army would better be used for
poeliti.2l means than for actusl combat, I expressed this
pri-cisle, which I stressed repeetedly towsrds the
"Reiz.usvehrminister" and the political quarters, in the words:

_3_
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"The Japanese sword should be sharp, but remain unsheated". I -4
requested the "Reichswehrminister™" to confirm this principle

expressly and reported dccordingly, when I heard of the negotiations

that were conducted in Berlin for the conclusion of the Anti- 3
Comintern Pact.

Resulting from this opinion I told the Japenese General
Staff that I considered the attack in China July 1937 to be a very
severe blunder, which surprised and énnoyed the General Staff
extremely. Nevertheless the Japenese Generel staff requested me
October 1937 that I should use the occasion of & visit to the
China Front to undertake the secret mission to extend a peace-feeler
from the General Staff to Chiang Kai Shek. This was done at my '
instigation by the Germen Ambassador to China, Trautmann, After
my return from this front-visit, I had the opportunity to explain
to the War Minister and to a confident of irince Konoye my views
on the situation end geve my advice in & most decided manner that
this war should be ended, which otherwise would be endless end result
in & deterioration of the Japenese position in the world., This
subcequently, during the winter 1937-1938, resuited in the
cooperation of the German Government when asn attempt was made to
establish peace between Japasn and China, which however was not
successful at that time,

(3) gctivity as German Ambassador in Tokvo as far s the
nited States of America is concerned, up Lo the outbreak

of the war E_e_'t'we__e_n"*"the USA and Japan.

When Ambassador v. Dirksen was recalled from Tokyo due to
illness, I received & cable-message from the Chief of the General
StarT in Merch 1938 to the effect that the Fuehrer had the
intention to dismiss me from asctive military service and to appoint
me instead as ambassaedor to Tokyo. My reply to this message wes
solicited. I declared myself ready to accept the appointment, but
requested to be permitted to remain on the active service list, I
wigshed to retain the possibility to return to my old profession,
since it might at any time be possible, that in my capacity as
ambassador I might come into conflict with the instructions
received from Berlin. The permission to remain on active service
Wes not grented end my appointment as ambassador conf irmed.

The confidence I enjoyed with the Japanese army, 8t that
time the decisive political group, was probably mainly responsible
Tor my appointment, which was completely surprising. The
corfidence placed in me had recently made itself particularly felt
in connection with the reace-attempt vith Chiang XKai Shek. On the
oth er hand it is also not impossible that the Jépanese military
attache in Berlin, Me jor-General Oshims, used his strong influence
with the Reich Foreign Minister in the expectation that my
appoincvment might induce his government to appoint him ambassador
as well. This appointment actually took place.,

1 was ordered to report personslly to Adolf Hitler in
Beriin and this coincided with the danger of war in connection with
the Czecnnslovakian crisis in Mey 1938, Eitler gave expression to
hic e¢rnrahensicn that the "necessity imposed upon him" to enlarge
the Cerran "Letensraum" to the East until national self-sufficiency
was re=ched might meet with the strongest opposition on the part

-l‘.'—
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of England. Hitler intimated that there were no signs of
understanding in England for the necessities of life of the Reick
in spite of the German policy of restraint which found its
expression in the Naval Agreement. Hitler vaguely hinted at the
possibility of war with England and asked whether in such event
Japen might diminish her tension with Russia and would change over
to a8 policy of exerting pressure on England. I declared that I
could judge this question only from Tokyo, since it was new to the
German-Japenese policy, and after I hed arrived at an opinion how
far the war actions in China huad in the meantime absorbed the
strength of Japan eand influenced her foreign relations. One point
however I would have to make clear immediately. It would be of
paramount importance for the attitude of Japan towards ¥ngland,
that the German Government succeeded to keep the United States
neutral, because the latter had their fingers on the threat of

Japén,

I communicated the contents of this convers&ation to
Secretsry of State v. Weizssezker and obtained his consent to &djus
my future reports, if at all possible, to the object of preventing
this war denger snd to call on the ambassadors v. Dirksen &and
Dieckhoff on my  way back via London &nd Waeshington, in order to
win them over to the s&esme procedure, Both ambassadors wsasre 1ound
by me to be fully prepared to do this. Ambassedor Dieckhoff was
much perturbed, however, because his continued wernings regarding
the growing estrengement of the United States were not taken
seriously by Berlin. He gave me the & gsurance of the fighting
for ces, honsver, thet both in his own reports end in those of his
atteches he would stress the extreme weight that the United Statt
could bring to beer upon Japan, both esconomically &and militarily.
I myself reported from Tokyo that the China conflict had in the
mesntime grown to become = matter of life &nd death, ozcubying
Japen's strength completely, &s it was most seriously pointed out
to m= by Japenese statemen BTtEer my return.

The news of the result of the Munich Conference lifted
for the moment the nightmare of imminent war. I attended & lunshec
which happensd to take plsce &t the time and which united all army
end eir-atteches sccredited to Tokyo, whose doyen I had formerly
been, and in 8 speech I gave expression to my joy over the
pacification of Burope, same &8s this was done by the British
military attache, Gesneral Piggett,

After the conclusion orf the Cerman-Russian Agreement and
after the war lLtd broken out in Europe Japen first took up &
waiting sttitude, which vwas characterized by the declsaration of
Foreign Minister Arite, in which he acknowledged the status quo
in the Pacific. After the collapse of French and in view of the
growing eid rendered by the United States to England and Chieng
Kei Shek the new Jepanese Cabinet Konoye through its Foreign
Minister Matsuoke attenpted to establish closer contact with Gerus

In this situetion special envoy sStahmer arrived in Tokyo,
who was charged by the Reich Foreign Minister with the special
mission to negotiate with Japasn for a defensive treaty, whose
main object should be to prevent the United States from entering
the war, The Three-Power-Treaty resulted, which was negotiated °
Tokyo, and signed in Berlin., I collaborated with all my

...5_
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strength at its conclusion. The preamble to the treaty, which was
drawn up by Matsuoka personelly and his attitude throughout the
negotiations admitted no doubt whaetever thet the treety was also
by the Japanese Government considered to be a8 means Lo prevent

the expansion of ths European war and of the wer actions in China
to 8 world conflagration and to facilitaete the local settlement !/
in Europe and Asia,.

In speeches held before the German communities in Tokyo
énd Kobe I underlined this sense of Lhe treaty 'and gave expression
to the hope that through the Joining of Soviet Russia and if at
all possible also Chine as signstcries the Three-Power-Pact sholild
become a f'ully effestive instruaent oI peace. The same declaration
was repesdtedly made by I'=tsucka and myself to the Russian ambassador
in Tokyo, Smetanin., The invitation to Berlin by the Geérman
Government durirg Spring 1941 was also used by Matsuoka in his first |
talk with Hitler in my presence to once agalin exrlain at length )
Japaen's desire for pesace as embodied in the Three-Powsr-Pact. :

When Metsucka upon his return to Japan feund the proposels
of' the Stete Department, which touched upon the Three-Power-Pact,
he kept me informed of the main outlines and of the counter-
proposals planned by the Jepenese Gover ment and declared thet Jepen
considered herself bound to the Three-: Lwer-T-ot. By order of the
Germen Government I supported his intention to uphold this pact
s an instrument of peace. On this occasion Matsuoka gave me a
new and impressive proof of our complete agreement in the valuation
of the pact, when he showed me & letter from him to the American
ambassador Grew, in which with almost imploring words he gavs
oxpression to his grevest fears concerning the outbresk of & war
with the United States.

When Foreign Minister Mstsuoks resigned & period of esctive
and open exchznze of idees between myself end the Japsnese
Government ceme to its close &nd wss replaced by an attitude of
restraint &nd secretiveness on the part of the Japane se. The
further development of the negotiastions with the United States, as
far as such took place, became obscure, e.g. it was not sven
possible for me to eclear up the rumor concerning & meeting in the
Pacific betwegn Prince honoye und IPresident Roosevelt. ' Also the
sudden dispatch to Weshington of Ambsssador Kurusu &s negotiator
was communicated to me as & fact only, without sufficient data
concerning the orders given him, The situation therefore was such,
that during these mnnths, which, as was subsequently proved, wers
decisive in Japen's prapesrations for war, my personal contact with
the Jepenese Government was perticularly restricted. The same
applied to the Italian ambassador, Indelli. Up to today it hes not
been possible for me to find out the date when Japan actually
resolved to resort to war.

During this period public feeling was running high
occasioned by the coersive economic end financial measures adopted
agéinst Jepan and the necessity of militery counter-measures was
often discussed theoretical ly in Jepanese circles. I remember a
céll on me by Minister of War Tojo, when he alson theoretically
dis~ussed the piercing by the Jupane se ermy of the embargo on raw
materials, and when he also talked of the 0il-fields in Burma., I

SN &
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warned him in the event of a military conflict not to stake the
aims too fer and particularly not to act as aggressor against the
United States.

Fnd of November or beginning of December Mea jor-General
Okamoto, & member of the Imperisl Headquarters, approached the
cerman military attache with the question, whether in'the event
of an ermed conflict with the United States Japan could count on the
armed support by Germany, end requested to submit this question ta
the ambassesdor. Since according to Japanese procedure this was
obviously an official feeler, I passed the guestion on TO the
Germen Covernment with this characterization and received the .
instruction to transmit to the questioner the impression from Berlin,
that one would be prepared to negotiate for armed support by '
Germeny to be effective in the event of an American-Jepalese conflict
Ma jor-General Okamoto declared that he would communicate this f
reply to the Japanese Government, by order oXf whicih he had acted.

In connection herewith I received, as far as 1 remember, the draft
of an agreement drewn up by the German covernnent, which WES |
presumably ggreed upon with the Japsnese officials in Berlin, end
which was to be submitted to the Japénese Toreign Minister. After
a few slight alterations by the Japenese Foreign Minister this
agreement WEs signed in Berdin on the 11th December and published,

In the measntime the events of the 4th December had taken
place. At sbout 7:30 in the morning I was sralled to the Vice-
Foreign Minister, who informed me that the negotistions in
washington had resulted in & deadlock and that a clash had
cccurred with naval Torces of the United States. At first I had
the impression of & Very severe incident and cabled accordingly to
Berlin, until shortly afterwards I received & second declaration
fyrom the Vice Foreign Minister to the effect that the Japanese
armed forces hed attacked Pearl Herbor and the Philippines. This
outbreak of the war took the German Embassy in Tokyo completely by
surprise, same 8s this was the case, sccording to oy knowledge,
with 811 otker foreign missions, The navy had put to sea
unnoticed, - on second thoughts a temporary news black-out, which
however had not been anforesd for the first time, and -demonstrative
marches of merine troops in Tokyo and surrounding districts could
be considered &s camoullage MeasSUres.

At 8 meeting which was immediately convened I informed the
lesders of the Germah community and commercial establishments of
Jepen's entry 1into the wer and laid it down that this hsed
happened on the own Ifree will of Japén.

Towerds the world at large the Japenese Prime Minister TOJO
dseclared in one of his first statements after the outbresk of the
war in December - I do not remember exactly the date and the
wording - that Japan entered into the war in accordance with her
own decision snd that she would conduct it as her own Wwar.

s 3k ¥ Sk 3k ok ok 2k 2k 3 3 3K ok o KK

I have prepared this document from memory without the help
of officisl papers OT private notes. The dates and the exact
wording of utterances contained in it may therefore be subject to
jrrelevant nistekes. In all essential points I have, however,

according to my best knowledge. correctly related the courst of events,
****#%*****ﬁ#m**#

Pranslation from the origiisl in Germen languags
Jated peipini, loth Novembet- L5, and signed %x
~ugen Ott, O,
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