DEF. DOC. 0. 1777 (lLevised) Exhibit #

STATE OF i ASSACHUSETTS

'Y,
«COURTY OF GARNSTABLE

On this day personally appeared before me, an officer duly authorized
to adninister oaths in the State of lassachusetts, JOSEPH P. KENNEDY, viho being

by me first duly sworn, desposes and says:

That during 1939 and 1940 he was Ambassador from the United States of
Anmerica tc the Court of St. James's and was in residence at the American embassy
in London during this period.

That during the above-mentioned period, one lamoru Shigemitsu was the
Japanese Ambassador to the Court of St. James's and was likewise in residence in
London during this period. That during this veriod of tine the affiant had a
number of conferences with lamoru Shigemitsu in his official capacity and also
met him on several occasions at social events; the affiant on all these oceasions
discussed general world conditions with lanoru Shicemitsu and heard him discuss
such matters with others in the effiant's presences That said lbnoru Shigemitsu
in such c¢onversations expressed n very Sincere desirs of avoidinr war hetwoen
Japan and the Allied Powers end, in fect, expressed generally onhosition to war
and favoring a policy of pence. That seid Tamoru Shigemitsu in such conversetions
expressed his intense dosire to hev: his country cooperate with Great Britain and
the United States in an eoffort to nvoid war, and he did not favor Jenanesec
colleboration with the Axis Prars. He also oxprossed a sincore desire for a
peacoful scttlement of the Chine Incident and general desire for noaceful settl:
ments of disputcs and ageinst ware. Tho affient from these many convoersetions
and officinl and social contacts with Maroru Shiromitsu cane to !mow him well
end from his observation of llamoru Shigpemitsu at these conferences nand from his
obscrwtions of his actions as Ambassador, obtainod the distinot impression that
he was sincers in such stetements and worthy of belief. His reputation in
dinlometic eircles in London and in thc Forecign Offico at Whithall, the afficnt
knows from talks with other heads of diplomatic missions, officinls of the
Foroirn Officce, and diplomatic corrospondents of leoadiap journals vns thet of o
.s2n of truth ond vercocity.

Txamples of such conveorsations arc ms follows:

On March 3, 1939, lnmoru Shipemitsu ecllcd on the affiant and told him
that the Japanesc peoplo weora verv.apprecintive of Presidont Roosovelt's
order to sond the body of Saito, the Japanosc Ambassador to Was!.:, gion,
back to Jepen on an American cruisore Shipenitsu told the affiamt thot
this action of the Presidont migsht opon tho way to solve a lot of Far
Eastern probloms. Ho said that ho cnd the then Prime Ministor were
hopoful theot some sort of trads arsreoment could be worked out with tho
Unitod Statos, no mattor how simll, booausc it might be the entering
wedge which vould help in solving the Chinese problom and restoring
noacoful relations oncz norc between the United Steotes end Japan.

On Junc 24, 1940, Loith-Ross, Neonomic Advisor to the British govern-
nmont, in a conversation with the affiant told him that he beolicved the
Japencse Eibassy in England wes not becing kept fully inforaned by the
Tokyo povernriont, nor being cmpowercd "to act. He said that for cxanmple
th:s Japancse Embassy vas asking for 7,000 tons of nickel during tho
currcnt year, but that he, Leith-Ross, had boen telling the Japanose in
London directly that only two or threc thousand iL:nr would be avgiladble
after the requirements of the Allied Govcecrnuents and the United States

had been net.

Oa October 15, 1940, the affiant wont to sco lomoru Shigcaitsu at the
Japanese babassy. Ho said that he was very nuch upset gbout the courss
his country was taking in tying up with Gormany, tho fact that hé was
upsot was ovident from his maaner. He said thet he had always beclonged
to the school that believad thot thoir tendeacy should be to work with
the United States, not against thems From his nanner it vas obvious that
he wes sincere in his statononts,
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On October 19, 1940, tho affiant hod o conveorsction with Willian

' Hillrian, ono of tha closost friends of the affiant, at that time head

of the International Wows Sorvice in Suropc. Hillnan told the affiant
of a conversation which hc had had with l!omoru Shipemitsu on thc doy
after the pact was sirncde. Hillrion scid that ho found tho Jopancse
Imbassedor decidedly annoyod and dopressed by the conclusion of this
naot of which he said he hnd not beon given more then half a day's
noticoe Shigomitsu, Hillmrn said, told him it vms one of the worst
blows which he had suffered in his career as it threatcened to kill the
object 9f.his mission in London which was Anglo-Japanese rcconciliation,
ﬁk' tsu told Hillman that he hed been tempted to resign on the first
imnulse, but then on second thought decided to remain in London as long
as it was vossible in order to mitirate the effects of the conclusion
of the nact and by diplonmnoy te prevent its being impleomentcede Hillmen
scid that he told Shipemitsu that he folt very doubtful about this and
that ho was sure thot the British Goverament would find it difficult to
sec his standnoint. Hillman told Shigomitsu that he was of the opinion
thet this nact had been nepotiated under the pressure of the militarists.

—

Josenh P, Kenned
Fomer Ambassador to Grect Britain

Sworn to and subscribed bef'ore
ne this 17th 'day of Hovembor
19474

1 J. tNeil Jri
Notory blic

Ly Cormissiof Expires
June 20, 1952

" b — ~ a
i il e iy A

LYt e

L ]
: __l
il ﬁ“.-lﬂlil.il‘“.l:lwli T

v L
T . M
s L i - N

. e e T

- - " — -t =, il =
. ; - - | S 4 i - . pl ® = ] F - " I A Ly -]
= s . : .- . I I LTRSS T fm )

o= J ik - r B e L - - r : : - 4 - ‘._‘l‘:': : 512!'-"'
i . e - [ "

o . ' r i i ' L i o A — -
- (= . - —= il e - ' . iy - - - - s - - —— E - - s = -
: - M R : -

-5 : :
. T F [ i o L , S Dy = ) 5 . R iy | oy Ty . / 2 . - T = ] - L i
L‘/ - / -y # e Tar g ke e - —‘:ﬁﬁ.mi - ﬁmﬁﬁ -;-;,g i‘l’_""'r.-‘-l;'% '-3;1J?.lm.k-,-'.h'. T e BV LT W ST Fhis Sl W W -




