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Navy Medicine Restores Sight During
Humanitarian Assistance Mission

HEATH, HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AND DISASTER RELIEF. U.S. NAVY NO COMMENTS

By Cmdr. Kimberly Davis, director, surgical services, Naval Medical Center
Portsmouth, Va.

RESTORING SIGHT

¢

Cmdr. Kimberly Davis, opthamologist and director, surgical services, Naval Medical Center
Portsmouth, with patients after surgery during Pacific Partnership 2008 onboard USNS Mercy.
(Photo courtesy of Cmdr. Davis)

As | reflect over my Navy career, the four months onboard USNS Mercy as part of a U.S. Navy
humanitarian mission stands out as special memory.

In the spring of 2008, the position of department head, ophthalmology, USNS Mercy opened
and | jumped at the opportunity to spend my summer providing humanitarian assistance in
Southeast Asia. In most cases, civilian practitioners have to take a leave of absence for such
missions and | had a chance to participate while still receiving my paycheck.

The Pacific Partnership 2008 mission began in May when the Mercy, one of two U.S. Navy
hospital ships, steamed out of San Diego Harbor. Commissioned in 1986, the USNS Mercy
Medical Treatment Facility is a 1,000 bed hospital with 12 operating rooms and surgical
subspecialists in urology, gynecology, orthopedics, pediatrics, cardiothoracic surgery,
plastics, otolaryngology, oral and maxillofacial surgery, general surgery, and ophthalmology.
The ship is also equipped with a full spectrum of medical departments from dermatology to
infectious disease. Ancillary services include a lens fabrication lab, dental prosthetics,
pharmacy, blood bank, radiology, physical therapy, biomedical repair, laboratory, and
nutritional services.
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That magical summer gave us a taste of humanitarian medicine and has inspired each of us to "~ rwrrrrrrrrrmmsmmssrmrrrrrm e s s s
do more in the future. We were provided an understanding of our global responsibilities and
opportunities as military members. The experience truly reminded me of why | chose a
career as a Navy physician. | hope my story helps others appreciate the value of humanitarian

missions abroad.

Editor’s note: Cmdr. Kimberly D. Davis graduated from the Uniformed Services University
of Health Sciences, Bethesda, Md. She completed a residency in opthalmology at Naval

Medical Center San Diego and a fellowship in glaucoma at University of California, Los
Angeles. Davis is currently serving as director of surgical services, Naval Medical Center

Portsmouth, Va.

USNS Mercy during Pacific Partnership 2008. (Photo courtesy of Cmdr. Kimberly Davis)
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