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UL A Letter from Charles Price, Efy; of
Trinity-Coll. Oxon, relating to the Villi of
the Stomach of Oxen, and the Expanfion *of
the Cuticle through the Dutus Alimentalis.
Communicated by Dr. F. Nicholls, F. R. 8.
and Prel. Anat. Oxon.

_ Trinity-Coll. Oxon, Jul .

Dear § I R, ¥ July the 28th, 1748

N Purfuance of your Advice, I have fpent fome
I Part of this Summer in enquiring into the more
intimate Conftitution of the alimentary Paffage of large
Animalsy in Hopes that the Analogy between them
arid human Subjets may lead us into a more per-
fe&¢ Knowledge of our own Structure.

In the Stomach of the Cow I find two ‘Things
well worth obferving: The firft is, that the Villi
compofing the Villous Coat, (which are in Man fo
very f{mall as to be fcarce vifible when examined
feparately) are in this Animal fo very large, as to
allow an exa& Scrutiny into theijr
Structure, Each Villus 1s formed by
a Duplicature of the internal Lamina
of the vafcular Coaty from which it
receives three Blood Veflels, as in the
annex’d Figure, which reprefents one
of the Villi of the Stomach of an Ox
magnify’d. Whether or no the two
Side-veflels are Arteries, and the Mid-
dle-veflel a Vein; and whether thofe
{mall Branches arifing from the Side-

veflels
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vefels are fecretory Duds carrying a Fluid from thofe
Arteries into the Cavity of the Stomach, making a
Kind of Rivus perpetually running through the Duéus
Alimentalis, I muft leave others to judge.

The other Thing remarkable in the Stomachs of
thefe large Animals is, that their internal Surface is
covered by a Produttion of the Cuticle, which de-
fcends from the Lips quite through the alimentary
Paffage. I am induced to believe, that the Cuticle 1s
continued through the Inteftines as well in Man, as in
large Animals; though its exceeding Finenefs may
make it lefs obfervable.

I have fent you a Piece of the firft Stomach of an
Ox, in which the Veflels running in the Villi are
filled with Wax, and the Cuticle raifed in Part; by
which the above Particulars are fufficiently proved.

If you think thefe Things new, and worth com-
municating to the Royal Society, 1 defire you will
communicate this to them in fuch Manner as you
think moft proper: And that the Piece of Stomach
(if worth the Acceptance of Sir Hans Slane) may
be prefented to him, with my beft Refpedts, “as an
Acknowledgment of the Efteem of,

S 1R,

Your Humble Servant,

Ch. Price.



