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THE WAY THEY DID IT.

flow a Young Couple Furnished
Their Hounse in an Original

R Manner.
L]

*T.ast wéek while T was In a city not
a thousand miles from here,” said a
business man to & Times-Democrat re-
porter, I ran across a former bachelor
friend, whom I had not seen for over
two years. I kgew that he had married
in the meantime, and when I offered my
congratulations he insisted on my com-
ing out to his house for dinner. I ac-
cepted, of course, but when we reached
his home I was sorry I hadn’t declined.
In fact, I was deeply shocked, for of
all the poverty-stricken, squalid and
generally dilapidated habitations I ever
laid eves on the one he piloted me to
was by long odds the worst.

“The house was a shabby-looking
frame affair, weather-beaten, unpaint-
ed and patehéd all over with boards.
Some of the shutters were missing, and
others hung by one hinge, while a gaunt
patch of yard, httered with miscella-
neous trash and inclosed by a ram-
ghackle picket fence, formed an appro-
priate frame for the picture. The sight
saddened me bayond expression, and I
was vexed that T had been a witness of
my unfortunate friend’s poverty.

“ITowever, I couldn’t well beat a re-
treat, so I followed him in, and the mo-
ment he opened the door 1 near top-
pled over with astonishment. The in-
terior of the cottage was a perfect little
bijou. We entered a square hall deco-
rated a la Japanese in rich bronze-
green, with stork flights in long panels
on the walls and a palm in one corper
in a big laquered vase. Off to the right
was an exquisite little drawing-room,
finished in silver gray and full of good
pictures and artistic brie-a-brac. Later
on I was shown over the whole house,
and found everything else equally at-
tractive.

“The explanation my friend gave me
was peculiar. ‘You see, T owned this
place,” he said, ‘and we didn’t have
enough money to fix up both the in-
side and the outside according to our
ideas. If we tried to spread it over
the whole thing the result would have
been f&ap and common, so we put all
we had on the interior, and instead of
attewupting to beautify the extervals
I turned to and made 'em as outlandish
as possible, Those patches you saw on
the walls aren’t necessary, but I nailed
them up for the sake ofjensemble, and
then I knocked off o few of the shutters
with an ax. We paid a man to haul a
lot of trash for the yard, and I never
pass without kicking a pieket out of
the fence. The result is that our friends
all think we're too original for any-
thirg, and the effect of our furnishings
is enhanced about 500 per cent.. by
contrast. No bother to be poor it you
have brains. "—N. O. Times-Democrat.

FRESH FASHION NOTES.

The Latest Fanclex in Gowns and
Coatumes for the Winter
Seanon.

New satin matelasse gowns show ~

opal and moonlight offécts in faintest
sea-green, tea-rose pink and silver gray.

The rich Roman blue tailor cloths or
satin-tinrished cloths with slight trim-
mings of mink fur form one of the
hindxoniest and most becoming cos-
tumes designed for the winter,

Fari*erly it was considered pateliy-
beokin - and in bad taste to wear two
Kituds of fur at once, Now a mixed ar-
ratcenient seems to be in high vogue.
Seilakin is made up with baby lamb or
sable, chinchilla with blue fox, black
acten with astrakhan, ermine with
otter, skunk with Caracal, ete., and
some of the befritled capes show a
union of three different furs on a single
wrap, and to these are very often added
a crownivg finish of very costly guipure
lace in the form of a spreading valois
collar, :

The faultlessly shaped and fitted vel-
vet codts of only medium length that
are made to wear with skirts of Indies’
vloth, costume satin or repped silk are
becoming,  Some of these have black
satin revers and vest, covered with cut
Jet passementeries em applique; others
are shorter and made double-breasted,
und there are more dressy models with
revers aud cotlar of ermine, bordered
with a band of very dark otter fur, or
with revers and vest of white suiin
overlaid with Venice guipure lace.

The English cloak dresses are but lite
tle deeorated, an immense standing col-
Iar of sealskin, chinchilla, otter or oth-
er Zur, with stole or fichu-shaped ends,
forming the sole finish. These hich-
standing collars, with pelerines at-
tached, are very fashionabls. No see-
ond dress is worn beneath these long
garments, as, unlike former models,
they have the fit and finish of a prin-
eesse tailor gown.

A pretty design for the new box-
plaited skirts is so arranged as to form
a shallow box plait on the front, one on
each side, and two large shapely ones at
the back. These are stitched down part
way and then allowed to flare. Four
and one-quarter yards of 48-inch goods
are required in making this skirt.—N.
Y. Post.

Baby Cream.

Boil together four cupfuls of sugar,
one-fourth teaspoonful of cream of tar-
tar, and a cupful and a half of water.
Do not stir it, but when it will harden
in cold water pour it on a buttered tin
to cool. Drop a little vanila on the mass,
and when cool enough to handle pull
It very white. Sift a little powdered
sugar on a warm platter, and pull the

. eandy out until half an ingh thick, and
cut into six-inch length Arrange
these pieces on the warm sugared pla¥®
ter and sift a little powdered sugar over
the top, then set aside until quite hard,
usually about a day.—Ladies' World.

The Russian Blouse.
The reappearance of the Russian

"blouse is already heralded, the real Rus-

sian blouse of some years ago, the
loose, beited coat, reaching nearly to
the knees.—Detroit Free Press.

THE RETIRED BURGLAR.

A Night Adventure That Was Profit-
able Enough But Still Not Al-
together Satisfactory.

“One pight in the dinlng-room of a
house where I was making a short call,”
said the retired burglar, “I found the
gas left burning, but turned down low,
and when I'd turned that up a little I
found on the table under it the beauti-
fullest little cold lunch you ever saw.
There was about half a turkey, pretty
near all one side of him, including the
second joint, which 1s my especial fancy
—and I do like cold turkey!—and bread
and pickles and things, and off on the
edge of this spread there was a plate
of some sort of cakes and candies; and
what silver there -was on the table was
of the kind worth carrying away. .

“Well, now, you know, my motto has
always been business before\ple¢sure,
but I couldm’t wesist that turke'y, and
I just simply pulled out the chair from
the end of the table, the one that was
closest to it, and went at it, and it was
as good as it looked, the only disturb-
ing thing about it all being that it
contrary to good sense and ghod j
ment to set there and eat it. I plug
away on the turk until I had
about all there was to it, and then
reached over for that plate of/cakes
and things and drawed it towgfd me—
I wasn’t going to eat any of/them, but
I wanted to look at’em—and as I pulled
the plate along there rosé up back of
it on the table the top fold of a little
folded paper that had been placed un-
cer it; and I picked it up and opened it.
It read.something like this:

“‘Dear George: When you get
through eating don’t fail to put away
the silver.

“I'd already put away most of it,
dropping it into my bag as I got
through with it, as I went along, and
I'd just reached over for a last pickle
and got that, and dropped the fork in
my bag and was reaching for the pickle
stand to get the bottles out and take
that, when I heard the rattle of a key
in the front door; and I knew what that
meant well enough; i$ was George.

“I am obliged to state that for about
a sixteenth part of a second I was more
or less paralyzed, because I'd come in
myself at the front Qoor, finding no lock
on but the night latch, and that was
my way out; and in that time George
was looking .n the dining-room door;

he was a quick, springy chap, and he'd

come in the front door, swung that to
and turned the key in the lock and
swung round toward me all in practical-
1y one movement. Ie was no sardine,
George; it was all clear as a bell to him,
and he lit out for me without a mo-
ment's hesitation. I was handicapped
myself, of course, by that foolish,
hearty lunch I'd just eaten, but I held
my end up as well as I could, and we
went at it there in the aining-room.

- “The carpet was thick and we hustled
around there on it in a sort of rough-
and-tumble-hammer-and-tongs kind ot
way for half a minute or so without
making any noise, and then one or the
other of us jounced up against the un-

der side of the edge of the table, in some™

way, hard, so it made the dishes on it
fairly jump. Then we slngged away at
cach other for half @ minute or so more,
getting pretty well warmed up to jt,
but net muking agy particular noise,
either, till he run in on me and we both
fetched up agin the table again with
a jolt this time that made things just
rattle; and then the fimst thing that [
knew somebody upstairs was hollering:

*Murder! Murder!®

“That, you understand, meant that
something had got to be dene, and
scon; because that sort of hollerin’, if
it’s kept up léng, always attracts at-
tention; and I Yt into (ieorge now ns
well ns T knew lhow, and I managed to
get in finally one grand North Ameri-
can bulger on him that doubled him up
and sent him humpin’ over to the other
side of the room. As he went down he
upset some sort of a stand there was
over there with a big image on it, solid,
and that went down on the floor with a
Jam that jarred the house, alongside of
him.

“Naturally, that was the time for me
to go, and I went, without the least
trouble in the world; front door easy as
ple, and long before he was up and
around I'd got away. But, do you
know, I always kind o' repronched my-
self for that whole business. Tt was
bad enough to take the silver; but to
double up George, too, must have been,
apnoying to the lady.”—N. Y. Sun.

COMPANY DINNERS DREADED.

By the Mnjority of Guests
Keep the Hontens in a State

of Anxicty.

and

It is a curious fact that American
housewives are so loath to believe that
a dinner with fuss and feathers is
dreaded by the vast majority of peo-
ple. The highest compliment we can
possibly show a guest at diuner is to
let him partake of an ordinary meal;
to let him come quietly in and “be one
of the family;™ yet this is the very com-
pliment which we withhold from him.
Instead of giving a guest whnt he would
relish most, we give him what he really
enjoys least. Let a hostess be ever so
graceful avd tactful, let there be years
of experience on her shoulders, yet
nothing can conceal from her guests
that the dinwer which she is sefving is
other than an unusual one. Itisa for-
mal affair, o~ d no amount of grace can
make anything else out of it. For noth-
ing speaks so loudly nor so unerring-
ly as a formal company dinner. Every
course shipws it; every movement of the
waitress proclaims it; every piece of
china fairly cries out the oceasion. And
of course no one at the table really
enjoys it. The guest certainly does not,
because A knows he is being made
company of, and that feeling is always
enough to offset every enjoyment. The
hostess does not, for she hnasr’'t the
lime. Her eyes are for the table and
her servants; not for her guest.—Fd-
wzn-d W. Bok. in Ladies’ Home Journal.

HUMOROUS.

Bixby—*“Oh, you're not so many!"®

Mrs. Bixby—*“And some day I shall be
no more,"—Town Topics.

We have noticed that after a guest
goes home the people at the house
where she visited do not complain of
being lonesome.~—Atchison Globe.

On Florida: Waters.—Geraldine—*"TIt
would be glorious to drift on Hke this
forever.” Gerald—*We couldn't do it;
the fellow who owns the boat would be
after us for stealing it.””—Town Topics.

Proprietor (to editor)—“Well, the
first number of our new paper looks
well, but here {s one thing I don't like.”
“What?" “Why, this communication
signed ‘An Old Subscriber.’ ”—Collier's
Weekly.

Collector—"This Is the fifth time, sir,
I've brought you this bill.” Customer
—“Well, haven’t I always received you
affably?” Collector—*1 don’t want af-
fability, sir; I want cash.”—Indianapo-
lis Journal.

The Lady of the House (to the bLeg-

- gar)—“Go away—I will give you noth-
ing.”
on the corner strikes up.) The Beggar
—*“May I at least ask for the pleas-
ure of this waltz?” — Meggendorfer's
Blaetter,

Mr. Gaswell—"I dropped a cent in the
gutter and.it has reduced me to pover-
ty.” Mr. Dukane—*"How could you be
reduced to poverty by the loss of a
single cent?” Mr. Gaswell—"Don’'t you
see that it mnkes me a penny-less
man?” — Pittsburgh Chronicle Tele-
graph.

“Oh, that I had the wings of a dove!"
she exclaimed, and sighed and sighed.
The Fates exchanged meaning glances,
“She's a blamed sight more likely to
get crow's feet!" observed the Fates,
epeaking among themselves. This fable
teaches the unwisdom of hankering
too hard for the unattainable. — St.
Louis Republic.

'~ THE LONG PARLIAMENT.

"An Arintocratic English Body That
Did Work in the Days of
the Rebelllon.

The long parilament wns made up
of the very flower of the English gen-
try and the edueated laity. It was
curious how many of the leaders came
from that ancient seat of lenrning
which was so soon to become, as it
for so long remained, the center of
all who held for church and king.
Selden was a member for the Univer-
sity of Oxford, and Yvym, Fiennes,
Martin, Vane, were all of them Oxford
men, as well as Hyde, Falkland, Dig-
by, and others who in time passed
over to the royal camp. A student of
our day has remarked that these men
colleetively represented a larger rela-
tive proportlon of the best inteldect
of the country, of its energy and tal-
ents, than s looked for now in the
house of commons. It is, at any rate,
true that of Englishmen then alive
and of mature powers only two fa-.
mous names are missing, Milton and
Ilobbes. When the parlinment opened,
Dryden was a boy at the Westminster
school; the future author of *Pil-
grim’s Progresg,” a lad of 12, was

mending pots and ketties in Bedford.

shire; and Locke, the future defender
of the emancipating principles that
now put on practical shape and power,
was a boy of efght{ Newton was not
born until 1642, n couple of months
after the first clash of arms at Edge-
hill.

In the early days of the relellion,
the peers had work to do not any less
important than the commons, and for
a time, though they had none of the
gpirit of the old barons at Runny-
mede, they were in tolerable agree-
ment with the views and termper of
the lower house. The temporal peers
were, 123, and lords spiritual 26, of
whom, however, when the parliament
got really to business, no more than
18 remained. Alike In public spirit
and in attainments the averape of the
house of lords was undoubtedly high,
Like other aristecracies in the seven-
teenth century, the FEnglish  nobles
were no friends to high-flying eceles-
fastical pretensions, and, like other
aristocrats, they were not without
many jealousies and grievances of
their owa against the power of the
crown. Another remark {s worth mak-
ing. Either history or knowledge of
human nature might teach us that
great nobles often take the papular
side without dropping the pretensions
of class in their hearts, and it is not
mere peevishness when the roval his-
torian says that Lord Say and Sele
was as proud of his quality and as
pleased to be distinguished  from
cthers by his title as any man alive.
—John Morley, in Century.

Why the Months Are So ¥Named.

The word *“month” is descemded
from the Saxons, and simply means
the time when it “mooneth.”  “Jan-
wary” is from the Italian word *“Ja-
nus,” who was god of the sun and
year. ' “February” is from the Latin
word “Februarius,” and means the
month of expiation, because the Ro-
man festival of purification oceurerd
in February. *“March” is from Mars,
the “god of war, 'and was the first
month in the Roman calendar. The
Jews began thelr year at the same
time, and “July”™ was “Quintilius,” or
fifth-month after March, and its name
was changed to July in honor of Ju-
Hus Caesar. “August” was “Sextilis,"
or gixth month after March. In honor
of Emperor Augustus its name was
changed to Aungust. Septem, octo,
novem, decem—seventh, eighth, ninth
and tenth-—give names to September,
October, November and December.—
Mary E. M. Richardson, in Woman's
Home Companion.

. Not to De Misled,
The Court—Is this the man you ar-
rested, officer?
The Officer—I.et me fee!l av his hend,
sor; [ know the shpot whir me billy
hit.—Philadelphia North American.

(At this moment a barrel organ_

IMPERTINENT POLICEMEN.

sSome of Them Take|Too Many Liber-
ties While tn discharge
of ThelrDaty.
—_—

The average policejnan never hesi-
tates to lay on his Jjands in the most
confident and Iminédiate mannper,
whether upon thé confely woman whom
he is escorting acrossi{the streetor upon
the unwary man wiom he is urging
back from unbidden| ground. ‘hat
business has he to d¢ it? The woman
does not need his support, and the fa-
miliar towch of his Hand wpon her arm
orwaist is an unwarrjnted assault upon
her modesty of perqon. The man, m
the other case, has n¢t-disputed his au-
thority nor defled his| word, and it is an
indiguity to treat him as though he had
and wete a fugitive or aggressive erim-
inal. The policeman has no more
right to use his hapds upon anyone,
save in legal restraitt, than any other
citizen. The assumjtion that his uni-
form gives him the rightto fondle every
pretty woman’s aru or grip & man’s
shoulder or collar is ¢ne of the grossest
impertinences. Nor|s he by auy means
the only wuniformed offender. The
same habits are induiged in by many
of the conductors of| street cars. It is
sometimes proper, iqnd, indeed, neces-
sary, to assist peopk|to enter or to leave
such vehicles, especijilly since they are
now constructed so gs to make such in-
gress and egresa as (ffficult and as dan-
gerous as possible. |Dut it is perfectly
patent that in many| if not most cases
such attentions are [not only netPess,
but gratuitously offgnsive.

It is not, however| in itself that this
habit is detestable, bad though it thus
is. The worst feature of it is thatitisa
mark of increeelng|disregard for the
rights, the liberties| and, indeed, ‘e
very life of the indjvidual. It will be
a sad day for this lor for any peoj.e
when the righte of the person are made
inferior to thowse of property or, in-
deed, to any other. Man is the supreme
thing of all materialjand created things
and his rights are patamount. Itiswell
to punish the thief or the swindler.
But it is stfll more jncumbent upon us
to punish him who vfolates life or limb.
It has been said inllsnme communities
that it is easier for of murderer than for

.is a hue and cry a

" would regard the I

a thief to get clear.
more appalling ind
ministration of jus

true it wonld rank

than gold or silver

There could be no
ctment of the ad-
ice than that. It
human life lower

It is as the first

step toward precirqly such a hideous
state of nffairs that| this free and easy

laying on of hands i

resented and suppressed,

to be deplored and
Grab hold ot

a man's valize or w:‘(chclmln and there

post haste to vind:
outraged law-—the

[.d the police come
‘te the maljesty of
Inw of property.

But lay hold with equallack of warrant

of the man himase'f

and who ecares for

the outraged law {1 that ease—the lnw

of the human perse1

limb and freedom
ground on which th
ing on of hands, o
{s to be regarded as
tolerable offense.-

PARALYZES

Rapid Pulling Th
Produces a SI

t pon the

A well-known Br.
recently returned
fornia with a phlc
story. The former

without it he wouid

the latter to the L
sonle lodygre and of
council. Thus fort
lated a thrilling
ment at La Jolia, 3
follows:

“After an early 1
in an 13-foot boat
miles up the couast,
ers. In geod Hme
where the guide ¢
shoukl go down, M
a line some 700 fer
16 hooks and a thre
bait used for this
pieces of vellow ta
run right through

? Jtis notthatwe
v of human life and
inore.  That is the
runauthorized lay-
WOILAL OT ON MAan,
v menace and an in-
v. Y. Tribune.

THE FISH.

the Whaler
ngalar Ilffect

oagh

Irentares,

oklyn busiressman
rom a trip to Cali-
ograph and a fish
WAHS LEeCessiury, as
never duare to tell
ethren of his ma-
s Rosal Arcanum
itied, howeser, he
iscatorial achieve-
rear San Mego, as

reakfast we started
n our row of three
over the large roll-
we reached a place
meluded our lines
Vv outfit consisted of
t in length, having
-pound sinker. The
style of fishing are
1, eut 2o the hooks
the gkin. As the

lines went down thp guide rowed slow-

Iy, thereby keepin
the snine position,
down  straight.

touched the bottor
five feet and had ¢
a small pull and tl
sion, eaused me to
struck the fishing

r the boat in about

Fo the line might go

After the sionker
v I puMed up about
rcely done so when
en many in succes-
remark: ‘We have

Irround, by Jove!®

“Pulling in #60 ftet of line, a sinker
weighing three powunds and also several
Iarge fish all at ouch is no eary task and

my arms were ver)

evervthing seemed|
came up so casily t

tired, but soon
to ¢hange, the line
at I thonght all the

catch must have leen gone, invluding
fish aud sinker. Dut I still hauled in

the line and soom
seen, way down it
was followed by 1.
character, These ¢

. pink object was
the water, which
cthers of a similar
bicets T xaon fonnd

to be fish of all siges, weighing from 8

to 10 pounds; 13 oy

pulled up at one tipe,

“I later found w
s0 ensily towarnd t}
all been killed by ff
idly from the gr¢

the 16 hooks and all
Think of it!

1y the line came up
e lost. The flsh had
ulling them so rap-
nt depth aund the

bladders, that prijected from their
mouths, filled with|air, had caused them

to float. After our

morning’s sport wo:

rowed home and f¢und that we had lﬂ%

pounds of Californja Cod to cur credit,’

This DBrooklyn %
story unabashed,
iy willing to be id

initials, which are|F. W. D.—N

ald.

s 0 modest that

an, who tells {

ntified onl;' Yy
Lt

Didn’t Lauagh

" Jones—What +ere
laughing so heartily over? 0
ot off one of

Brown—8mith
jokes.

with the Rest,
the boys

“Why didn*t you laugh with the

rest?”

“It was on mel” — Columbus (0.)

State Journal.

1
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SCHOQL AND CHURCH.

The Methodist Fpiscopal church has
60 organizations in Japan, with 2,023
members, an increase of 25 over last
year,

A Buddhist priest of 12 years' stand-
ing has professed conversion in the Sal-
vation Army at Ceylon and has handed
over his robes to the army.

The Ttalian minister of public in-
struction proposes to introduce an ar-
bor day each year for the planting of
trees on Italy's waste lands.

The Bunday School assoeiation has
now seven different meetings every
week in New York efty for teachers, at
which the lesson for the ensuing Sun-
day is taught.

The Free Church of Scat ard Temper-
ance society has reached its jubilee
year, with a membership of 75,740, in-
cluding 800 ministers, 69 missionaries
and colonial ministers.

There is a big row at the Eastern In-
diana normal university over the initia-
tion of Giarence Deaton into the mys-
teries of eluss soeieties. Wagon axle
grease was smeared ull over his bady
after his clothing had been torn off in
shreds.  An eleciric battery was then
applied.  The shock was =0 great that
his sense of hearing has been destroyed,

The Unfversity of Chieago bas adept-
ed a system of coneessions ealeulated to
draw students from foreign eountries.
So far it has been applied only 1o Japar.
On the principle that one rative tongue
is as good as another, the university
will accept a unit of study in Japancse
for the same amount of work in Frg-
lish. Chinese, the classic for the Jap-
anese, will be accepted in lien of Greek.

Under the law which gave Cornell
university a certain amount of gnvern-
ment land, the university is cbliged to
give one free reholarship to each as-
sembly distriet in the state every year,
When this law wns passed there were
128 assembly districts in  the state,
which meant that there were 512 free
students it the university all the time,
as each scholarship was for the entire
four years.

DIAMONDS IN THE MAILS.

That Menns of Conveynnce In Cone-
nidered by Importers Doth
Cheapest nnd Safest,

Tt is not generally known ‘0 what ex-
tent the mails ure used in the imperta-
tion of dinmonds. (On a recent steamer
fay at the New York post office over
g1on00 worth of rough Jlamords for
local importers were received from
London. Uptothe st of September the
importatiogs throwgh the mails exceed-
ed #3000 per month this year. The
actual figures for the fiest eigrh v manths
ot this year are $4.1.2.01 6. The {m-
portati s through the New Yark post
oftice fast year amounrnted 1o 3474740,

The diamionds thut come thirough the
maiis are rough Jinmends, and practi-
ca¥y all the rough diamonds that are
imported come through the mails. Ajl
of the large imj«riers who cut Jia-
monds in this city use the mails exclu-
sively s their carrvioce mediim, The
heud of the largest Mamond-importing
firnyin this country eaid reeentiy:

“We use the mails fir iiuporting our
Ciamonds becanse it is the choapestand
safest way to biring them over.  The
pestage ot them amounts 1o orly about
one-twentieth ¢f whatit would cost us
to brirg them over in ary other way.
The safest wuy to dmport dianonds,
alsu, is through the muaos, I the lost
half dozen yeurs we have imjorted sone
hurdreds of theusinds of doll
of dlamonds throurl the
have never lusta dimmond”

The diamords conie usually in snll
packages about six inches fong ta taa
inches wide by ore and one-half inches
thick. They are packed iu
and securely scaled,

Loxtwarti

ard

miils

(e boXes
A packag of dia-
monds usuzily bears haif o dozen Duge
realing wax seals.  The clerks at the
general post office are able to tel] thgan
at a glance, The prekages are general-
Iy registered, though sowetines they
are rot.so grent is the eontiden veof the
1mehoriers dnothe safety of tho malls,
The registered packagcss go dircetly to
the post office from the foreign roor,
The person or persons to whom the
packages are wddressasl are notitied of
their receipt and ecall at the Tost offlce,
A clerh is then sent with them, bearing
the packages unopered. to the  ap-
praiser’s ofiee, where they are exami-
fned,

There is no duty on nueut dia-
moncs, but they must be exaanined.

Packages containing diomonds are
usually so marked. The post oflice
authorities are always fuformed by
importers expectiy.g consignmerte of
diamonds terovrh the wails and the
clerks waten for them. The packages
are never opered at the post oflice, as
are wd other packuges in the furvigu
mails.

It is ornly sinee 1592 that diannncds
have been imported shrough the mails,
at least toany exswent. Defore that tine
the Qdiamond-cuttirg fndusiey in this
cowntry had rot started ard there were
no impdrts of rough dinmords ta speak
of. It was not until the law wernt into
operation placing rough diamonds on
the free list thut they awere imported
80 largely and that the mails were
used for thelr importation. Since Auy-
gust, 1397, the receipts of cCiamonds
through the post office have constantly
increased. The heaviest month was QOc-
tober of last year, when diamonds to
the value of $425914.21 came through
the mails. The importations through
the mails last month umounted to $532,-
310.16.—N. Y. Post, 4

A New Artificial Paving Stone

A pew artificial paving stone is made
tn Germany. Itis composed of coal tar,
sulphur and chlorate of lime. The tar
is mixed with the sulphur and warmed
thoroughly and the litpe is added fo the
semiliquid mmss. After cooling this
product is broken fine and isadded with
grouud glass, or blast furnace glag. The
blocks are then subjected to a pressure
of 3,000 pounds to the square inch.—
Snjentific American.

JOIN MANY REGILINTS.
Militiamen In Fngland Are Found to
Be Systemnatic Repenters

at Enlisitug,
[

; .
The calling out of the niktin will af-
ford the British war office thd first op-
portunity of judging the etvent of a
curious military offunse, believed to be
extensively practiced--that ¢ff men en-
listing and serving often in as'many as
three or four different regiments at the
sarme time. The opportunity fo accom-
plish thic end is afforded by the varia-
tion of the elimate of the Dritish isles,
the militia regiments being called ont
for their yvearly trairing.maty of them
to go into camp at separate seasons—
from the ear!y spring in the'south of
Englané to the late autumn in Reotland.
It is 1therefore possible for, <ay, I'rivate
Jones to “soldier” for 27 doys in April
with the Hlampsehire regiment: for the
sate man, under the name of Corporal
Thomas, t6 do 27 davs more in the mid-
landsin July, aud yvetanother 27 dayvs as
Sergt. MaecDougul in some  lowland
Scateh regiment in Septembery It isno
ureomnmon elrcumstance upon the first
yearly parace of a military ‘rmrim(‘n‘t
late in the season to detect severu! men
with the unmistakable sun mark of the
Scoteh cap, ACToss their fpreheads,
which er bing pointed, the explana-
tion  almost inevitably offered is re-
markable. Tn a confidentinl tone. as if
to hide the faect from Lis comradies, the
offencer will candidly adndt that he-
has just enme out of yprison, where
somewhat similar eaps are worn.

This may or may 10t be true, but by
the time the prison authorities in ques-
tion can be communrnicated with 27 davs
are over and Corporal Thomas has de-
partetl from out the jurisdiction of that
particuiar regiment; perhaps to serve
another 27 days somewhere glse. The
reason why such men do nat enlist in
the regular army is that they are
raturally of a roving dispasition, and do
not care to be bound for military serv-
ice thronghout the yeur, finding. prob-
ably, more lucrative employment in the
intervals. i

It was found at first difficn’t to officer
the militia force. Members of the coun-
tv families were adverse to Sandhurst’s
stringent and binding regulations, soin
orcer to induce Youry men toiapply for
commissions in the militia 1 number of
commissions were vear.y thrown open
to militia officers upan comypetitive ex-
amination in purely techniczl «ubjects,
And from this “back dvor™ 1 the Drit-
ish regulars, as distinct from the Rand-
hurst ertrance, eorresponditg in the
Urited Stites with Weet Point, such
admirable results Lave been olitaired
that the rumber of commissinns offered
through the militia have bean lnrpely
increased, it having been furd that,
while a man may be a nun brluil ever
bis Lutiy. grammar and 2 mtie st the
“pons assicorum,” he may 3¢t possess
a genius for military tacuden,and be a
born enmmander of mner. ;

And Tot on!y in ofMcers, bt in men
also, the militia has becownr a great
feeder 1o the regular army iy -1~ 0
passire from the rarks of thedfarmerto
that of the latter foree. The general
gervice in the militin is prelimirary -
traicing of two months and 27 Jdays !
with the colars every vear theroafrer,
with the possibility of beire called aut
for incefinite pericds of ity by aet of
parliament at any pericd of national
emergency.,

The pay «f the cfficers wher upon
service is the same as that

eir vor-
responcine graces ivothe regulars, and
that of the men 23 conts wdig¥, with ra-

tions, and a hannty of 1o Pollars at
the end of ench veariy tra’r [ig, which -
Lowever, is liible to be red et by fines
forvariousdemeanors.—Chicugo Chron-
icle. :

YULETIDE AT BLENTZIM.

How &an American Girl Makes Chirista
mas Cheer in fo ing-
lish Palace.

i

At Plenheim. the bame of the Julie <
1

and Juchiens of Marlboroush, aneient
and mecern Christinas e gtans ure
preasantiy blended by the Yrgee of the
American fdeas a1 Jolars dlich pow
revive s0 notabiy the g jioot ol the

natal Buth the drhe and
ductess have regerd for the fraditions
of the past, and they Feep ale davs of
cheer with !l the old-tine L spitaliliy,
freshered with modern  inpovations.
For centuries Christmas day at Rier-
Reim has been a votable ceetsion forall
the servants, tenants and adhierents 1.
the wide estates; but since tlhe coming
of the new chatelaine of the paiace there
has been added to the observince n gen-
uine sympathy and a persornfity which
lerd a vew spirit to the eelebraton.
The Christmas trve, 20 fret in heivht, is
erected in the great audit-raom, and on
it and about it are placed the multitude
of grifts for the children of the seven
demesne towrns  round
which the Mariborougeh
tends,

SenRon.

abwout. over
dbmuin ex-
Seven hundred chifilren and
their relntives enter-
taived at the palace, and ves fts vast in-
terior is never erowded. Ore year the
Cuchess had 1200 kalf-poungd lags of
sweets put up for her little friends and
when Christmag day was Jone there
was not e left. “You should come
out from Lomdon on Christmas morn-
ing. sir,” said a faithful retainer o their
estates.  “llis grace and the duchess
have ready loaded up a great var, and
they follow the van all throurh i:s
rounds in their own carrisge, 1o give
out the things themselves justead of
sendicg them, as yau mipht think
such high-born persers wagld do, sir.
And would you believe it, sir, Lice grace
knit with her own haods a shaw! for thse
little sick boy next door!"--Fdward
Page Gaston, in Woman's Home Com-
paLion.

are sometinies

A8 to the Quarrel,
Mies Nosum—You think you are In
the wrong?
Miss Askins--Yes; don't you think
T ought to tell George s0?
“Well-—er—not urtil after he
apologized!”"—uck,

has
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