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EEPORT FOR 1859-60.

Another year having reached its close, the Executive Com-
mittee of the American Anti-Slavery Society, according to their

custom, present, with their account of the doings of the Society,

a brief sketch of such noteworthy events of the past year as

belong to the history of the Anti-Slavery movement.

Kansas.

Our last Report mentioned the steps which the people of

Kansas were then contemplating, to bring themselves regularly

before Congress for admission to the Union. These have since

been successively taken, as arranged at the last previous session

of the Territorial Legislature. On the 6th of June delegates

were chosen to meet in Convention, and frame a Constitution.

The contest, at this election, was not, as heretofore, between

Free-State men and avowed Pro-Slaver men ; the Free-State

sentiment being now so decisively in the ascendant as to leave

no hope for open opposition to it ; so parties fell into the same

division as in the country at large, and took the same names,

—

Democrats and Republicans. Tlie latter prevailed, choosing

thirty-five of the fifty-two delegates, or more than two-thirds of

the whole Convention. The Convention met at Wyandotte, on

the 5th of July, and, after finishing its work to the acceptance

of the great majority of its constituents, adjourned without

day, on the 29th. The Constitution which it framed, is sub-

stantially the old ll'opeka Free-State Constitution. It provides

that " there shall be no Slavery in the State, and no involuntary
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8ei*vitucle, unless for the. punishment of crime;" that "the right

of trial by jury shall be inviolate, and extend to persons of

every condition ;*'— words evidently intended to include persons

claimed as Fugitive Slaves;— and that "no citizen of the State

shall be held to appear before the Supreme Court of the United

States on an appeal from the Supreme Court of tiie State, but

when appeals are taken on questions of interstate law, they

shall only be through pv from District Courts of the United

States." The design of this last-mentioned pi^ovision, no doubt,

is to put the State on the same ground which Wisconsin is un-

dei-stood to occtipy, in relation to State Rights, and the inde-

pendence and supi*emacy of the Judiciary of the State within

its own boundaries. So far, the leaning of the new Constitution

is in tavor of Freedom. But in another particular that Republi-

can majority of more than two to one, strong enough to do, if it

wovdd, whatsoever was i-ight in its own eyes, had either too

much prejudice^ or too little courage and manliness to deal justly

with the weak. It denied to colored men the right of suffrage.

The Democratic minority signalized its truth to party instincts

by a still baser proposition. One of its members introduced,

and fcb^^ '
. with several Republicans, voted for, a resolution

thai ^ uramittee be appointed " to inquire into the expediency"

of foi-bidding "negroes and mulattoes" to come into the State,

making void all contracts with any who shall come in, subject-

ing to a fine of from twenty to five liundred dollars any person

employing them, or otherwise, encouraging them to remain, and

appropriating the fines to the colonization of such of those

already in, as may be Avilling to emigrate. Of course we can

feel no surprise at such a proposition from such a source ; rather

have we to wonder at the gracious state of its propounders,

that they were content to ask so little, and that instead of a

prohibition of future immigi'ation of colored pei'sons, they did

not demand' the prompt and forcible expulsion of those already

in the State, and especially of such of them as had been at all

active in rescuing it from the clutches of Border Rufiianism, and

securing it to (white) Freedom.

The Constitution was adopted in the Convention by a strict

party vote, every Republican pi*esent voting for it, and every

Democrat voting against it, and refusing to sign it. On the

4th of October, it was submitted to the people, and ratified by
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sbout two-thirds of the populai* vote, notwithstanding the stren-

uous opposition of the "Democracy." The Republicans also

elected their Territorial Delegate to Congress, and two-thirds

or more of the Territorial Legislature. On the 6th of Decem-

ber, the State organization was coaipleted, by the choice of State

Officers and a Representative to Congress. In this election, also,

the Republicans prevailed by decisive majorities. For Governor,

they chose Charles RoBiifsox, and for Member of Congress,

Martin F. Conway ; the same men who were chosen to those

offices respectively under the Topeka Constitution of 1855.

On the 29th of February, Mr. Parrott, Kansas Delegate in

Congress, presented to the House of Representatives resolutions

of the Territorial Legislature, asking admission to the Union

;

and, soon after, the Committee on Territories, to which they

were referred, reported a bill in accordance with their request.

Mr. Seward, on the 21st of February, introduced in the Senate

a bill for the same purpose, and, on the 29th, made it the occa-

sion for a long, carefully-considered and able speech, reviewing

not only the Kansas question, but also the general subject of

Slavery and its relations to the Federal Government ; and show-

ing plainly enough, by the tenor and spirit of his remarks, that

he had not forgotten what is to be the great event of this year,

in the political world. The House bill, after an earnest debate,

continued at intervals through several weeks, during which its

enemies labored hard to defeat it, wac; passed, ou the 11th of

April, by 134 yeas to 73 nays. The Senate has not yet come

to a vote on the question; and, controlled as it is, by the party

which has from the first so violently and unscrupulously op-

posed the cause of Freedom, in Kansas, it seems very doubtful

whether it will suffer the bill to go through at this session.

Evident as it must be to all, that Kansas must come in as a

Free State at last, an opportunity still remains to subject her to

the vexation of another half year's delay, and to disappoint her

of the anticipated satisfaction of taking part in the approaching

presidential election, and casting her vote against the eomipt

and oppressive dynasty which she has such ample reason to

abhor. And it seems almost too much to hope, that they who
have struggled so long and desperately to give the Territory

over to the despotic rule of the Slave-power, should be willing,

in the fresh bitterness of ftilly-ascertained defeat, to yield grace-

2
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fully, and pennit iheir successful antagonists to enjoy, at once,

the fruits of their victory. We have little doubt, however, that

before the appearance of our next Report, Kansas will be a

member of the Union.

In February, the Territorial Legislature again passed, by a

large majority, the act abolishing Slavery in the Territory, which

it will be remembered, failcv-?,, the year before, to become a law,

through the Govemor^s neglect to return it with approval or

veto. This time, he received it too early in the session to be

able to shun responsibility by the same device, and was obliged

to show his allegiance to his master by a direct veto of the bill.

The' principal reason which he assigned for the veto, was that

the people of a Territory have no constitutional power to abolish

Slavery tiU they form a State government. The Legislature,

unconvinced by hisi reasons, immediately passed the bill, over

the veto, by much more than the necessary two-thirds vote.

^'The victory," said the Lawrence Itepublican, in announcing

this result, "is at last won. Now let us see whether the De-

mocracy in Congress will dare to pass a Slave-code." The
attempt to do so is already making,— was begun, indeed, before

this defiance was uttered. On the 23d of Febniarj'-, Mr. Bkown,
of Mississippi, inti'oduced in the United States Senate a bill

" to punish ofiences against Slave-property in Kansas," which

was referred to the Committee on Territories. The prospect of

its passage this year, if ever, is certainly not veiy bright, but

its introduction shows that some of the champions of Slavery

mean to keep up the fight yet, desperate as their cause may
seem. But even if the bill should pass, it seems not likely to

revive the courage and hopes of the SUive-holdnrs?, in regard

to the establishment of Slavery in Kansas. T7ie Jackson Mis-

sissippiun, in publishing Mr. Brown's speech in favor of his

bill, adds this lugubrious comment, which doubtless speaks the

general feeling of the South. " We very much fear, however,

that ' the golden opportunity has been lost,' and that the adop-

tion, at this lat^ period, of what in Douglas parlance is termed

a ' Slave-code,' will be like locking the stable-door after the exit

of the stolen steed."

That the prohibition of Slavery by Tenitorial legislation was

no needless form, is evident from the fact that it was strenu-

ously opposed on the ground that the Territory contained half
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a million dollai*s worth of Shive-property, which would be taken

from the owners by that prohibition. Runaway Slaves were

advertised, by their masters, within the most Anti-Slavery count-y

of the Territory (Douglas), and rewards offered for returning

them to bondage. In Leavenworth County, not long before

the act was passed, a Slave was advertised for sale on execution

for debt. Other tokens were given, from time to time, that

President Buchanan's declaration, " Kansas is, to-day, by virtue

of the Constitution, a Slave State as much as Georgia or South

Carolina," was no mere " jSourish of rhetoric."

In our last year's account of the affairs of Kansas, we spoke

of the kidnapping of Dr. Doy and his son, with a number of

colored persons ; the enslavement of the latter, and the impiis-

onment of the white men, in Missouri, to await tiiai on the

charge of Slave-stealing. Soon after that account was written^

we learned that the young man had been released, no charge

being sustained against him. The father was subsequently

tncd and convicted,— though so manifestly against law and

evidence that it is said even the Missouri judge, who presided

at the trial, regarded the yerdict as illegal and; mjjust,— and

was sentenced to five years' imprisonment in the State prison.

Having appealed to the Supreme Court, he was committed to

the jmU, in Si. Joseph, to await the decision upon his appeal. On
the night of Saturday, July 23, ten or twelve men went over

from Kansas, reached the jail— in the midst of a city of ten

thousand inhabitants— about midnight, gained entrance by pre-

tending to have brought a criminal to be confined, and, wher:

within, drew their weapons, threatening the jailor with instan'5'

death if he should resist or give an alarm, took out the prisonei'^

and returned safely with him to Kansas. A large reward has

been offered for his reaxrestj but we do not learn that any

attempt has been made to earn it. After spending some time

in Kansas, Dr. Doy has come to the East, where he appe. ^s in

public, and goes about his private business, as occasiou calls*

with no attempt at concealment, and no apparent fear of moles-

tation.
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Nebeaska.

Last winter, the people of Nebraska, through their Legisla-

ture, attempted to exercise the power which, six years ago, it

was pi'etended that the Kansas-Nebraska bill conferred upon

them, of "regulating their domestic institutions in their own
way." Their "way" was to pass an Act forbidding Slavery

in the Territory. But that way did not accord with the views

of the Territorial Governor, Black, whom the Slave-power,

using the Federal Executive as its organ, had placed there to

see that the interests of Slavery should receive no detriment.

He therefore promptly returned the Act, with his veto, conveyed

in a long, argumentative message, in which was annoimced

what we take to be the latest discovery yet made in political

science by the devotees of Pro-Slavery Democracy. The Gov-

ernor admits that, according to the organic act, the people of

Nebraska are "perfectly free to regulate their domestic institu-

tions in their own way ;
" but he denies that the act of their

Representatives, in the Legislature, is the act of the people.

The members of the Legislature, his sagacity has found out, are

not "the people," in contemplation of the organic act: and have

no power to act for the people in this matter. There is no

pretence, that the Legislature has not acted in entire hamonvy

with the wish of the people, having been duly authorized, by
fair election, to act in the name and by authority of the people ;

but— they are not the people, and so cannot do the very work
which tbe people chose them to do. In other words^ the people

can do a certain act, but cannot do it by the hands of their own
chosen agents and instruments. Yerily, the wisdom of Pro-

Slavery Governors is "past finding out," and very " marvelous

in our eyes." When a gang of Missourian invaders, by brute

force, without a shadow of right, in defiance of the known
wishtis of k great majority of the people of Kansas, thrust them-

selves into the legislative hall and usurped the legislative power
of that Territory

J and then enacted into the forms of law some
of the vilest abominations and blackest atrocities which ever

defiled the pages of a statute book,— atrocities abhoiTed, repu-

diated, and loudly protested, against by five-sixths of the people

whom the usurperg falsely pretended to represent,— tlicse enact-
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menL- were upheld by every official minion of Slavery in the

land, from the President, in Washington, *,o his lowest und.3rlrng,

executive or judicial, in the Territory, as the strictly legal

expression of the people's will, and as having all the sacredness

and binding force of law; and whatsoever questioned their

validity, was treason and rebellion. But when a Legislature,

fairly and lawfully chosen by the free voice of the people of

Nebraska, attempts to carry into effect the known and undenied

wishes of the people, in an act demanded also by every consid-

eration of justice, humanity, and enlightsned jjoiicy, but hostile

to the purposes of the Slave-power, the act is void, forsooth,

because it is one which only the people can do, and the people's

agents, chosen by them to do it in the people's name and by
the people's authority, are not the people I

Projects for New Slave-States.

Our last Report mentioned the introduction into the Legisla-

ture of California, of a bill to divide the State, with the purpose,

no doubt, on the part of the friends of the measure, to make a

Slave State of the southern portion. Shortly afterward, we
learned that the bill had passed both Houses, and wanted but

the Governor's signature, to become a law. An attempt, in the

lower House, to reconsider it, called out a long and warm dis-

cussion of the Slavery question, and was at last defeated by a

vote of thirty-one to twenty-seven. "Whether the Governor

has since sigr^ed the bvll we are not informed, but suppose he

has, as it was expected that he would do so. The New-York
Tribune, alludmg to the subject, says, " As there does not seem

to have been any recent popular agitation in the southern part

of the State, having this division in view, the passage of this

bill is probably a mere expedient of the Gwi^t-Buchanait Pro-

Slavery politicians, a part of the same system of A-o-SIavery

agitation with the proposed organization of the prospective

Territor}'^ of Arizona. The projected acquisition of Sonora and

Chihuahua, to be organized as Slave-holding Territories, and the

recent recognition of Slavery as an institution entitled to the

protection of law by the Territorial Legislature ofNew Mexico,

are parts of the same scheme."

2*
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The Speaker of the House of Representatives, in New Mexico,

last winter, introduced a bill to repeal the barbarous Pro-Slavery

enactment of the previous session ; but the House, preferring

its Slave-code to its Speaker, rejected the bill without a dis-

senting voice, and requested him to resign his office, ile

resigned both that and his seat in the House. From this issue

of the attempt to right the wrong of the former year, it would

seem that " Popular Sovereignty," in New Mexico, means the

sovereignty of the Slave-power. A letter, however, published

last summer in the Vermont Watchman^ from an old resident

of the Territoiy, who has spent about twenty years there, inti-

mates that the triumph of Slavery there is not due to pure

Popular Sovereignty acting of its own motion ; but to influ-

ences emanating from the high places of the land. The writer

says he "was astonished at the passage of those stringent laws

for the protection of property in Slaves," that he has " taken

some trouble to leara how it was brought about ; " and has
" learned, through members of the Legislature who should knoic,

that a letter was received from our Delegate in Congress, stat-

ing that, unless such laws were passed, his influence at Wash-
ington with 'the powei's that be ' would be at an end ; and that

all his efforts to secure anything for the protection of the Terri-

tory would be powerless. This, being with them a matter of

Me and death, had a tremendous effect." So we have here, if

this witness may be trusted— and the Watchman vouches for

him as trustworthy— another instance of the use of virtual

bribery by the Federal Government, to promote the interests

and extension of Slavery. We can the more easily believe the

writer's statement, because of its intrinsic probability. Enough
has been overwhelmingly proved against the Government, as

now and for years past administered, to raise a strong presump-

tion in favor of every charge of this kind which is brought

against

Another scheme for adding to the number of Slave States,

and thus increasing the weight of Slavery in the Senate, is the

revival of an old project for forming a new State out of North-

em Mississippi and so much of Tennessee and Kentucky as lies

between the Tennessee and Mississippi Rivers. The proposed

State would contain, it is said, about, seven hundred thousand

inhabitants. The scheme has been sanctioned by the Legisla-
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ture of Tennessee, but we do not learn that those of Mississippi

and Kentucky have yet taken action upon it, or whether it finds

favor with the people of those States.

The formation of Slave States out of the Indian Territories

south of Kansas continues to be agitated, a part of the plan in

contemplation being the opening of the region to settlement by

white men, but so as to ensure the keeping out of all who would

be likely to favor Freedom. A letter from the Indian country,

published in the St. Louis Democrat^ says that "a secret politi-

cal organization is formed in the South for the purpose of secur-

ing all the available territory to the Slave-power. Their efforts

are just now directed to this vast and fertile country, known as

the Indian Territory. Their plan is to induce the several na-

tions to sectionize their respective domains, I'etaxning a section

for every man, woman, and child, and reserving the surplus for

sale, with the understanding that no land is to be sold to north-

era emigrants, and that none but those who are ' soutid on the

goose ' are to be allowed to settle in the country thus dedicated

to Slavery. Tlie secret society of propagandists already have

active agents and emissaries among the civilized Indians, zeal-

ously laboring to carry out their schemes. I have good reason

for believing that the Commissioner of Indian AfTairs, the Su-

perintendent, and the Indian Agents— all officers of the Gen-

eral Government— are conniving at, if not actually aiding in,

these propagandist schemes. Tliis new secret political organi-

zation boasts of being a power— of being strong" in numbei-s,

influence, and material means. There is a large fund to be

applied to bribery." A letter from a Southerner in Kansas, pub-

lished in the Charleston Mercury, with the remark that it

points in the right direction, says, " it is conceded that Kansas

will be a Free-soil, Black-Republican State, beyond question.

****** We have about two thousand seven hundred

southern men in Kansas still, and they intend emigrating South

as soon as Kansas is admitted into the Union. We are con-

nected -vvitb a southern organization, and, including all, we have

about seventeen thousand men. The next theatre for action

will he the Indian Territory south of Kansas, including Chero-

kee, Creek, and Choctaw nations. The South should prepare

for this in time, and stand by her territorial rights. They are

of the last importance to our colonization."
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It is said that John Ross, head chief of the Cherokees, a

large Slave-holder, and nearly white, secretly favors a territo-

rial organization for the Cherokee country, opening it to settle-

ment by the whites ; but that the bitter opposition of a portion

of the tribe, who fear that the Indians will lose their rights if

the whites come in, deters him from advocating it openly. A
letter from the Cherokee nation to the Fort Smith Times, writ-

ten on the 30th of last March, represents that there is much
excitement in the nation in regard to Slavery, that party-spirit

runs high, and that there is even danger of civil war between

the Pro-Slavery and Anti-Slavery parties.

The Federal Administration continues to betray its eagerness

to " extend the area " over Mexico anu Central America ; for

such, we believe, is the true meaning of its persistent endeavors

to obtain power to work its own will in those regions, uncheck-

ed by the constitutional authority of Congress. Having failed

in its attempt, last year, to wheedle out of Congress a virtual

grant of power to make war, at its own pleasure, upon those

weak republics, it is now seeking the same end by means of

treaties with them ; their weakness making it possible to gain

their consent, while the strongly Pro-Slavery character of the

Senate, with which rests the ratifying powei', probably induces

a hope that it will be more compliant than the other House.

Treaties have accordingly been negotiated with Mexico and

Nicaragua, by which rights of transit through their resj^ective

territories are granted ; and it is provided that, if they are una-

ble to protect the transit-routes, then, at their request, the

United States shall employ force to pi-otect them ; and farther

that "in the exceptional case of unforeseen or imminent danger

to the lives and property of citizens of the United States, the

forces of said Republic are authorized to act for their protection,

without such consent having been previously obtained." As to

when this " exceptional case " arises, the President and his sub-

ordinate army-officers are, of course, to judge ; in other words,

they are substantially empowered to make war at their own
discretion. To these degrading stipulations, so incompatible

with true national independence, a reluctant assent has, indeed,

been extorted from feeble Nicaragua and distracted Mexico;

but the ratification by the Senate still lingers. The Republican

Senators unitedly oppose it, and without them, or at least a
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part of them, though the majority may be ample for the ordi-

navy purposes of legislation, it cannot reach the two-thirds re-

quired to ratify a treaty. The present prospect, therefore, seems

to be that this year's attempt will succeed no better than that

of last vear.

Equally unpromising appears the outlook toward Cuba, on

w^hich the Slave-power still keeps its greedy eyes fixed. On
the 8th of last December, Mr. Slidbll gave notice, in the

Senate, of a bill making an appi'opriation to facilitate negotia-

tions for the acquisition of Cuba ; but we do not learn that any

farther progress has been made there in the matter. The
American Ambassador to Spain has lately returned to Wash-

ington, having, it is said, negotiated a treaty with the Spanish

Government whereby all the questions hitherto in issue between

the two nations are adjusted, and the most amicable relations

reestablished, thus removing all pretexts for hostile demonstra-

tivHS or offensive demands in regard to Cuba. It is stated that

the transfer of the island to a new sovereignty was not even

proposed in the negotiation ; the Spanish Government having

previously announced that, after its decided refusals, such a

proposition would be regarded as an intentional insult. Were
not our zealous and redoubtable champions of " manifest des-

tiny " as wanting in modesty and courtesy as in respect for the

rights of others, we might hope that this would be the end, for

our time, at least, of schemes to rob Spain of her colony, in

order to give strength and permanence to the " domestic sys-

tem " of robbery, by which colored Americans are plundered of

freedom and manhood. But it is too wild a hope for any to in-

dulge who know the characteristics of that species of rapacious

animals.

FoBEiGN Slave-trade,

From the tone of the southern press, the language of south-

ern politicians, and such statements of fact as appear from time

to time, the inference seems unavoidable that the project of re-

opening the African Slave-trade is persisted in and continues

to gain strength at the South. The Southern Commercial Con-

vention, held last May, in Vicksburg, Miss., voted for it by a

.

large majority, and denounced, as unconstitutional, the law of
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Congress declaring it piracy. Just after the Convention ad-

journed, a portion of its niembers formed an " African Labor-

Supply Association," having for its object to convince the

South, by publishing facts and arguments, and promoting a

general discussion of the subject, that to obtain a supply of

African labor is necessary, feasible, and right. A coiTespon-

dence between Messrs. Yanoet and DeBow, two prominent

friends of the movement, appeared last summer in the Mont-

gomery, (Ala.) Advertiser^ explaining and vindicating the pur-

poses of the new Association. Mr. Yancey holds that the

laws against the traffic grew out of an opinion once prevalent

at the South, though wholly baseless, that Slavery is morally

wrong, was founded in kidnapping, and is defensible, if at all,

only because it cannot be got rid of ; that they are, therefore,

offensive to the South (in the light of the juster notions now
entertained there), as fixing an undeserved reproach upon her

institutions, and ought to be repealed ; that the Federal Gov-

ernment has no right to act on Slavery, but to protect it ; and

that eac]^ State should be left to decide for itself as to permit-

ting or forbidding the African Slave-trade. He pretty plainly

intimates that all southern men whose views essentially differ

from these, are thoroughly unsound on questions vital to south-

era rights and interests. Mr. De Bow, if a little more charita-

ble towards dissenters, is no less firm in the new faith. The
South needs more labor; immigrants from Europe do not go

there J the price of Slaves is getting very high. He does not

wonder, then, that the South turns her eyes "to the fatherland

of our present labor system ;
" and it is a fair subject of dis-

cussion whether that land shall not be made to contribute ytt

farther to the system's growth and strength. He proposes to

enlist in the scheme those who hold few or no Slaves, com-

mending it to them as a means of keeping labor from concen-

tration in a few hands ; while he hopes to reconcile the large

SUve-hOlders to it, as a means of strengthening Slavery by

broadening its base, so to speak, increasing the number of

those interested in it ; and at the same time as not likely to

reduce the present price of Slaves, though it may prevent its

rising. He is even sanguine enough to expect that "our

northern brethren," who are "very practical and far-seeing,"
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will come to favor the measure, for the sake of isharing the

enlarged prosperity which it is sure to bring to the country.

The Yazoo (IVIiss.) Democrat says, "the only practical

means of perpetuating our present system of labor is by im-

porting Africans," and adds, "if the South believes that her

necessities demand more labor, and she has not the courage to

procure that labor at any hazard, then let her perish as igno-

miniously as her cowardice deserves." About the 1st of last

Juue, the Black Oak (S. C.) Agricultural Society adopted

resolutions requesting the Legislature of South Carolina,

in view of " the great need of negro labor " at the South, and

because "the planter is the best missionary to the African,"

to " take such steps as will induce a change of the imconstitu-

tional and iniquitous law of the United States forbidding the

introduction of the negro from. Africa into the Southern States."

A Washington correspondent of the New-York Tribune, writ-

ing on the 2d of June, affirms that " whatever the more conser-

vative Democrats of the South may advise to the contrary,

there is an interest in that party, bent upon forcing the repeal

of all laAVS against the Slave-trade, as a practical issue, and in

a living form." And a Washington letter of a few weeks later

date, says, " from information recently received in this city, it

appears that some of the southern representatives, while claim-

ing to be opposed to reopening the African Slave-trade, are

pledging themselves to introduce in Congress a bill repealing

• all the statutes upon the subject
;
leaving it, as they profess to

desire, to the regulation of the several States."

Early in July last, A. H. Stephens, of Georgia, on retiring

from the seat he has long filled in Congress, made a fjirewell

speech to his constituents, reviewing the history of the Govern-

ment during his Congressional career, and hinting at the pres-

ent needs and duties of the South. After glancing at the

series of important triumphs of Slavery, from the annexation of

Texas to the Dred Scott decision,— tiiumphs, he claimed, " of

justice, truth, and right,"— he went on to say that " we must ex-

])and our institutions
;
" or they cannot be maintained. " We can

divide Texas into five Slave States, and get Chihuahua, Sonora,

&c., if we have the Slave population ; but it is as plain as any-

tliing that unless the number of African stock be increased, we
• have not the pojjulation, and might as well abandon the race
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•vritli our brethren of the North in the colonization of the Ter-

ritories. **«* Slave States cannot be made without

Africans. I am not telling you to do it, but it is a serious

questioii concerning our political and domestic policy; and
****** it is useless to wage war about abstract rights,

or to quarrel and accuse each other of unsoundness, unless we
get more Africans. ****** Negro Slavery is but in its

infancy, it is a mere problem of our Government; our fathers

didn't understand it. I gi'ant that all the public men of the

South were once against it ; but they did n't understand it. It

is for us to meet questions with the firmness which they did.

The problem is yet unsolved."

In commenting upon this speech, the New-York Trihrne

truly says of its author, " he is one of the ablest and shrewdest

of southeni statesmen, a keen judge and a cautious expositor

of the drift of public opinion and of the ideas that control, or

soon will control, the public mind ;
" and alluding to his em-

phatic affirmation of the need of more Slaves, adds, "where

this increase is to be found, Mr. SxEPUE^fs does not explicitly

declare. He does not mean to alarm tlie public by rashly and

bluntly stating his conclusion ; but prefers to leave it to make
its own way into the mind. But it is plain what it is. The
needed additions to the Slave population can be procured only

from one source, the continent of Africa. In this we have

the gist and signification of this important speech. It is as

much in favor of the reopening of the African Slave-trade as

if it said so in terms, and probably it is a great deal more

efiective."

The Mobile Heffister, edited by Joiin^ Foksytii, late Minister

to Mexico-, in an article relating to this question, on the 12th of

last July, alluded exultingly to the victories which Slavery has

already won, and thus continued; "but one stronghold of its

enemies remains to be carried, to complete its trimnph and
assure its welfare,— that is the existing prohibition of the

African Slave-trade. ****» W^e are decidedly of opinion

that both the honor and the interests of these southern States

require that the Federal Statutes against the African Slave-

trade should be repealed, and that the treaty complications of

oui Government with other nations, aiming at its prohibition,

should be withdrawn from. ****** If the African Slave-
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trade is ^Tong, and sinful, and infamous, tJie same is true not

only of our interstate Slave-trade, but of Slcinery itself. * * *

* * * * If the African Slave-trade is wicked and criminal now,

it was so during all the time when our country was stocked

with negroes from Africa. If it was sinftil and. infamous then,

to bring Slaves from Africa, it was equally so to purchase and

hold them, and the vice and infamy of the tenure have been

transmitted to the present time, pervading the lohole imtitution

of Slomry at the South with crtVwe, and branding every Slave-

holder in the land with the mark of guilt and dishonor. Now
is it consistent with the self-respect, the dignity, the honor of

the southern people, to rest satisfied under the degrading

stigma upon their most essential political institution, which

these statutes against the Slave-trade imply? Should they

continue to tamely acquiesce in those odious laws, and thus

t'land convicted, on their own tacit confession, of guilt * * * *

equivalent to piracy? ****** For our part, as a southern

man, persuaded and convinced of the morality of Slavery, and

devoted to it as the beneficent source and wholesome founda-

tion of our civilization, we chafe with a scarcely repressible

impatience under the degrading reflection which .these Slave-

trade statutes cast upon our institutions and om* people. * * *

» * * The reopening, or continued prohibition of the African

Slave-trade is a question which properly belongs to the several

Slave-holding States, and should be remitted to their determina-

tion, and they should insist on having the exclusive control

over it."

The Begister thinks "the time is not ripe for making this a

political and party issue:" that "the mind of the South is as

yet unprepared for it
:
" but it means to help prepare the south-

ern mind, and ripen the time for it, by "developing and eluci-

dating the question," in the fashion indicated by the extracts

we have given. A few weeks after the publication of this arti-

cle, the editor of the Begister was elected to the Legislature of

Alabama
;
being returned at the very head of his ticket. Such

n as the response of the people of his district, to this avowal of

his sentiments.

John J. McRae, member of Congi'ess from Mississippi, whose

election was mentioned in our last Report, as having been

boasted of by the Southern Citizen^ as a popular expression for

3
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the revival of the Foreign Slave-trade, wrote a letter, last sum-

mer, to the Secretazy of the Interior, advocating that measure

;

announcing his belief that the people of Mississippi are in favor

of it, and that the North will not refuse, " should the South

nnite in so just a demand;" and arguing that nothing would o

allay the Slaved agitation and strengthen the bonds of Union
as for the North to join in repealing all Federal laws against

the traffic. The Mississipj^ian, the leading organ of the domi-

nant party in that State, in copying an announcement that sev-

eral cargoes of Africans had been landed in the South, heads it,

« Speed the Pirates," and introduces it thus : "May prosperous

gales speed the honest pirates in their noble mission to augment
tiie supply of southern labor, and to obey the injunction to feed

the hungry and clothe the naked. The wants of the southern

people, and the requirements of commerce, call loudly for more
and cheaper negroes

;
and, thanks to the adventurous Slave-

traders, they are coming." The same paper says that the agita-

tion for the repeal of the Slave-trade law is confined to no
political party nor class of our citizens, but is fast becoming the

popular sentiment of the southern people. '-The sooner," it

adds, " our northern feUow-e-itizens are convinced of the fact,

and make up their minds to accede to our just demand, the

better for the peace and prosperity of our political Union.''

The SecHioast (Miss.) Democrat, of December 7, greets as

Good News" the intelligence that " a cargo of Africans is ex-

pected the latter part of this month;" wishes "the gentlemen

engaged in the enterprise much success in theii* patriotic and

humane undertaking ; and declares that if the Slaves arrive

" they will be landed without any attempt at secrecy, the con-

signees trusting to the sentiment predominant in Mississippi for

a triumphant acquittal, in the event of a prosecution." A De-

mocratic Convention, held at Port Gibson, Claiborne County,

on the 8th of August last, resolved that the law of Mississippi,

forbidding the bringing of Slaves into the State from beyond
the limits of the United States, " ought to be expunged from

the statutes ; as being an endorsement of Federal usurpation, a

reflection upon the institution of Slavery, and contrary to sound

southern policy;" and that "the Legislature ought to repeal it

at its next regular session." The friends of repeal, hoAvever, we
perceive, are not yet strong enough in the Legislature to caiT)^
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their j^oint. A bill for that purpose was brought in, last winter,

and, 01' the 26th of January, was indefinitely postponed by 66

ayes to il2 nays. But this by no means proves that so large a

majority, or indeed aui/ majority, or minority either, i-egards

the traffic as wrong, or opposes it on other groimd than present

policy. For aught which appears, these ayes may all have

come from men holdincr ^^he opinions of Jefferson Davis-,

their United States Scn;itov
;
who, addressing a Democratic

State Convention, on the 6th of last July, declared that his

" policy would be to maintain the existing law of Mississippi,"

but earnestly disclaimed " any coincidence of opinion with those

who prate of the inhumanity and sinfulness of the trade. The
interest of Mississippi, not of the African," he said, " dictates my
conclusion. Her arm is, no doubt, strengthened by the presence

of a due projwi'tion of the servile caste, but it raight be para-

lyzed by such an influx as Would probably follow if the gates of

the African Slave-? arket were thrown open. ****** This

conclusion, in relation to Mississippi, is based upon my view of

her 2^&sent condition, noii upon any general theory. It is not

supposed to be applicable to Texas, to New Mexico, or to any

future acquisitions to be made south of the Rio Grande."

An instance of that accidental association of utterly incon-

gruous ideas, which makes what is meant for sober earnest look

like broad caricature, and provokes a smile in. the midst of sad-

ness or stem abhorrence, is seen in a notice, published last fall,

in South Carolina, that " the citizens of Christ Church parish,

near Charleston, have voted to have a gi-and Slave-trade barbe-

cue^ Sit that place, on the 'iOth of October, at which all the

prominent advocates of the reopening in the State will be

invited to attend." Early last summer, as we learn from the

Savannah (Geo.) News^ at a very large meeting of the people

of Savannah and its vicinity, held to listen to an address on the

I'eopening of the African Slave-trade, "Resolutions in favor of

the repeal of all Jaws, State and Federal, ag.thist the importa-

tion of African Slaves, and recommending the opening of the

trade, were adopted without a dissenting voice." A few weeks

later, the Savannah MepiMican, which Iiad all along treated

the movement for the revival of the trade as of no serious

moment, had an article conceding that the measure is gaining

lavor at the South, and stating, in support of that opinion, that
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nine-tenths of the delegates in the Democratic Congressional

Convention of that District went for the repeal of the laws

against the Slave-trade, while every single aspirant for the

nomination declared himself for the revival of the trade.

Many who are not willing to be counted in favor of the actual

revival of the trade, join in demanding the repeal of the laws

against it, because they imply a moral condemnation of Slavery,

Even the grand juryj who, last spring, indicted, in Savannah,

some of the alleged participants in recent violations of those

laws, took care to say that they did so unwillingly, and only

because compelled by their oaths and the instructions of the

Court. Th-^ published an emphatic protest against the laws,

declaring that, while living under them, they "are freemen

but in name," are "under a tyranny as supreme as that of the

despotic governments of the Old World;" that "longer to

yield to a sickly sentiment of pretended philanthropy and

diseased mental aberration of (higher-law) fanatics, the ten-

dency of which is to debase us in the estimation of ci\dlized

nations, is weak and tmwise ;
" and that they " unhesitatingly

advocate the repeal of all laws, as baneful in their effects, which

directly or ?• '.directly condenm the institution of Slavery, and

those who have inherited or maintain it."

"N'or is it in words alone that the unholy traffic is advocated,

and the laws forbidding it are condemned. The proofs are

too strong to admit of reasonable doubt, that talk has more

than begun to pass over into action. "A Native Southerner,"

writing from Washington to the Ne^v-York Tribune, on the

20th of August last, said that in conversation, at a recent meet-

ing of politicians, "Mr. Douglas stated that there was not the

shadow of doubt that the Slave-trade had been carried on

quite extensively for a long time back, and that there had been

more Slaves imported into the southern States, during the last

year, than had ever been imported before in any one year, even

when the Slave-trade was legal. It was his confident belief,

that over fifteen thousand Slaves had 1)een brought into this

eoimtry during the past year. He had seen, Avith his oAvn eyes,

three hundred of those recently-imported, miserable beings, in

a Slave-pen in Vicksburg, Miss., and also large numbers at

Memphis, Tenn." The statement derives confirmation from

the fact, that though the publication of it was complained of
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as a breach of confidence (as we gather from the wiiter's sub-

sequent apology, pleading ignorance of its confidential char-

acter), yet it has not been contradicted. Letters from Wash-

ington, in July and August, to the Xew-York Herald^ from

"a careful correspondent," so says the editor, "stated that

large cargoes of imported ' savages '
" had been lately landed

on the Coast of Florida ; that " there are said to exist depots

of ' savages ' iu over twenty large cities or towns at the South,

in some of which the initiated may find them, at times, to the

number of several hrndred;" that a trustworthy informant,

who had visited such depots in Charleston, Memphis, and

Columbus, "had seen altogether, in these three places, about

nine hundred imported blacks," and said "it was notorious,

throughout Georgia and Alabama, six weeks ago, that quite a

fleet of Slavers was expected to land cargoesj within a month

or two, in one of the Florida inlets, not far from Key West ;

"

that " a gentleman of the most undoubted veracity," a Demo-
cratic Senator, had informed the writer of a boast "made to

him by a person interested, whose name is known throughout

the Union, that twelve vessels Avould discharge their living

freight upon our shores within ninety, days from the 1st of

June last
;
" and had estimated the number of cargoes success-

fully transported into the interior, within eighteen months, at

between sixty and seventy," by which "more than fifteen

thousand " native Africans must have been added to " the Sla

jjopulation of the South." The Tribune^ having referred v.

these statements as " to be received with a good many grains

of allowance," John C. Underw^ood, formerly of Virginia,

writes to that journal that " a tour and sojourn of some weeks

in the South has satisfied me that the 'careful coirespondent'

of the JSeraldy whose opinions you seem to distrust, is correct

in his conclusions, and deserves the thanks of every friend of

Freedom and humanity for the courage and fidelity of his

disclosures. I have had ample evidences of the fact, that re-

opening the African Slave-trade is already a thing accomplished,

and the traffic is brisk, and rapidly increasing. In fact, the

most vital question of the day is not the opening of this trade,

but its suppression. The arrivahof cargoes of negroes, fresh

from Africa, in our southern ports, is an event of fi-equent

occurrence. Many of the public journals of that region are

3*
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supposed to be in the interest of the traders, and the pu))-

Kshers of others are prevented from announcing such arrivals

by well-grounded fears that such action would expose them-

selves to the vengeance of the bmtal and barbarous men en-

gaged in this business." The St. Augustine (Fla.) Examiner

y

of July 21, gives an account of a case in Florida, in which

the Federal authorities had notice of a Slaver's being off the

coast, but, upon going to the region indicated, were told that

the vessel (schooner Experiment), had landed her cargo near

Jupiter's Inlet, six weeks before, and of course the "birds had

flown." "We understand more are expected shortly," adds

the Maamimr^ coolly taking it for granted that caution is need-

less, and censOTC uncalled for, in speaking of the business.

The Pensacola (Fla.) Observer confirms, on the authority of

Col. Blackburn, TJnited States Marshal, a statement sent from

Jacksonville, on the 16th of last July, that " a cargo of six

hundred .ALfricans has been landed on the Florida coast, near

Smyrna;" and says, that " as soon as the landing was effected,

the vessel was set on fire and abandoned to the elements."

AUudrag to a " iiope " expressed by the Tallahassee Floridian,

" that the parties gmlty of such a high-handed violation of the

law, may be arrested and dealt with to the fullest extent," the

OSseryer asks how that "can be expected when the United

States Marshal is denied the power and means of doing so ?

If this official," it continues, " was vested with sufficient power,

and provided with ample means (as he applied for to the proper

authorities), he would, perhaps, have been able to prevent ^such

violation of ths law ; but as it is, with his limited power and

want of means, it is almost impossible." Whether "the proper

authorities" have given occasion for this complaint, we have

no means of knowledge ; but the probability seems to us de-

cidedly in the affirmative.

The Memphis (Tenn.) Avalanche announced, nearly a year

ago, that "three of the six native Africans brought here, a few

days since, were sold, yesterday, at the mart of Mr. West, and

brought, respectively, $750, $740, and $515. These negroes are

a part of the cargo of the yacht Wanderer, landed some

months since." We have heard of no attempt, by the Federal

authorities, to bring to justice any of the parties to this pub-

licly-proclaimed violation of the laws, or to restore the vie-
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tims of it to the rights of which they have been— if the

statute book speaks truth— 2^iratically deprived. The Mich-

mond (Texas) Reporter^ of the 14th of last May, has this

advertisement.

"FOR SALE.— Four hundred likc4y AFRICAN NEGROES, lately

landed upon the Coast of Texas. Said negroes vriA be sold upon the most
reasonable terms. For further information, inquire of C. K. C, Houston,
or L. R. G., Galveston."

Among a company of Slaves which Charles RsEsrELiK", of

Ohio, saw on the railroad cai'S, in Alabama, a few weeks ago,

"some," he says in a letter to the Cincinnati Commercial^

" looked as if just imported from Africa." He adds that " the

conductor frankly admitted that negroes, whom he could not

mistake to be Slaves directly from Africa, did frequently come

on their road ; that two hundred such came the week previous,

and that eight hundred more Avere contracted for."

The Washington correspondent of the New-York Tribune

writes, on the 2d of June last, that "the pecuniary success

which attended the speculation of the Wanderer, and the im-

munity of her owners, and the traffickers in human flesh who
were associated with them, have conspired to encourage other

enterprises of a like character, and more vessels have recently

been procured for, and sent to, the Coast of Africa, than were

ever concernecl. in this diabolical commerce before." Another

correspondent of the same journal, on the SOtli of September,

just after a visit to Savannah, describes an interview with the

notorious Lamar, .owner of the Wanderer, who showed him

one of the Africans of the Wanderer's cargo, as a sample of the

importation ; told him " the number already imported is large,

greater numbers are needed, the disposition to import them is

increasing, and the whole civilized world cannot prevent them

from coming." He also declared his late importation to be

"the kindest gentlest, most affectionate and docile creatures in

the world, and worth quite as much as Virginia niggers;"

which, if true, goes rather strongly against the Slave-tradere'

pet theory, that the African race is vastly improved by the

civiliidng and Christianizing influences of American Slavery,

and that consequently the African Slave-trade is the grandest

and most beneficent of missionary enteqjrises.
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It must not be supposed that the efforts making to turn a

portion of the traffic directly to our own shores, have with-

drawn from its other channels, in any perceptible degree, the

American capital and enterprise heretofore employed in them.

It still continues to be true, according to the testimony which

reaches us from various quarters, that, wherever the trade is

carried on, it is done mainly under the American flag, and in

vessels built and equipped in American ports. The New-York
Memld, last summer, published an estimate that "from thirty

to forty Slavers are fitted oui every year, in New York, Boston,

Bristol, R. I., Portland, Me., and other eastern ports ; but New
York and Boston are the favorite ports, from the fact tliat the

operations of the traders, in preparing and fitting out vessels,

can be carried on with less risk of detection. Comparatively a

limited nimiber," it adds, " are captured on the Coast of Africa,

and those that are so captured are taken by EngUsh cruisers,

while a few fall into the hands of United States vessels." A
New-York correspondent of the Charleston (S. G.) Mercury^

alluding, on the 15th of August, to a former statement that a

dozen or twenty Slavers leave New York annually, says, " facts

which have recently come to my knowledge convince me that

this is no exaggeration. ****** It is not possible for any

one person to know the whole extent of the business, but some

general facts cannot be kept secret, and are well known to

many. * * * * * I know of two ladies, now attracting adora-

tion at a fashionable watering-place, who invested in a little

venture of this kind not long ago, and, as a result, have aug-

mented their banking accounts— one to the extent of 823,000

^

and the other $16,000. The headquarters of the traffic, in this

city, are mainly in South, William, Broad, and Water Streets.

Two vessels are now fitting out here for the business." And
only a few days ago, the HeraM claimed to have " mformation

that no less than six vessels have left New Y'ork for the African

coast within the past fortnight, all of which expect to have ne-

groes for their return cargoes." A writer on board the United

States ship Portsmouth, on the African coast, says,— Dec.

20— "the few months' experience we have had on the coast

has thoroughly convinced tis that the whole Slave-coast is, we
may say, lined with Slavers, who are generally from New York,

cleared from the custom-house, bringing all the appliances of
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the trade mth them, and manceuvering about on the coast, un-

der various iH'etences and disguises of legal traffic, until the

favorable moment having arrived, the cargo is shipped, and a

few hours finds them out of danger, on their way to the West
Indies."

A letter to the Jfew-T'ork Journal of Commerce, dated St.

Helfina, Nov. 30, mentions a vessel— the Tavernier, " French

built, but evidently fitted out in .TSTsw York,"— which had just

been taken with nearly six hiu»*V;(i i^laves, \ii a mo?/^>=^etched

condition, on board, anJ Jiimt^i itve or -r»V^t5>f!erican vessels

which had lately escaped the j^i'uisers and. 'left the- coast "with

full cargoes." One of these ^v'as "tiieiliark B^lfi^cca, which-fco^^

out some of the emigrants, of the M.'jDonou^'Sh, -estate, to Monro-

via" under charter from the Co/Anization Society, and on her ;

'

return voyage, had " gone from the Congo with nine hundred

negroes,"— thus doing a douVde jfhare of "missionary" work;

takiiig out a cargo of ready-made " missionaries," and bringing

back one.M raw material for the manufacture. A letter from

Ziifu^a:-V Sept. 8, states, that "an American clipj)er ship took

olf ^\^*'C^ve hii»;^e4':n'c:'gi'oes fi'om the coast a few days since." In

April, of last yrtar, the bark Orion, of New York, was seized in

the-river Ofrijgo, as a suspected Slaver, and sent home for exami-

nation:: Jfiefx-a^t and internal airangement being such as to

leave scarcely '.i;5puTi>t of ho^- destination, which, moreover, was

confessed by her captaijjt,,' r^S^ho died on the homeward passage.

But, on examinatina," if*" Jvmc l^^t, she vras— of course, we
might almost say— released for "insufficient evidence;" giv-

ing another illustration of what the JTournal of Commerce said,

not long ago, that " the captured Slaver, unless found with his

cargo on boiird, is almost sure to escape in the courts." On the

30th of November, about five months after her discharge in

New York, a British cruiser captured her on the African coast,

with nearly nine hundred Slaves on board,— the first mate of

the former voyage being now captain,— and surrendered her

officers to an American cruiser, to be sent home for trial.

The famous Wanderer also figures in the Slave-trade opera-

tions of the past year. About the middle of last October, a

Captain Martin stole her, so it was pretended, and went to sea

without papers, intending to go to Africa for Slaves. Lamar,
the owner, pursued a little way in a steamboat, but— probably
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by preconcert— without success ; for the theft had most likely-

been arranged between owner and thief, as a shreAvd way of

getting the vessel to sea without the trouble and risk of custom-

house preliminanes, and of securing to the owner a pretext for

reclaiming her without even the trifling cost of a shsm pur-

chase, should she fall into hands unfriendly to the cause of

missions. The crew, it seems from subsequent events, knew
nothing of her destination till they were out at sea, and most of

them, went on unwillingly after learning it. On the 22nd of

.
November, when near the Canaries, the captain, taking four

men with him in a boat, boarded a French vessel which they

had met, to obtain a supply of provisions. The rest of the crew

seized the opportunity to escape, set all sail, and steered for

Boston, where they arrived on the 24th of December, bringing

also with them two Portuguese women, whom the captain had

decoyed on board at one of the Azores, and carried off with the

intention of exchanging them in Africa for negi'oes. The crew

surrendered the vessel at once to the United States authorities,

and legal proceedings were commenced against her as a Slaver.

She was also libelled by the crew for their wages, and by per-

sons who furnished her with 'supplies, for their respective dues.

Lamar, on hearing of her arrival, made a formal demand for

her, offering, in support of his claim, the copy of an indictment

in the United States Circuit Court for the District of Georgia,

against the late master for piratically running away with her.

The latest news we have of her is, that she has been restored to

Lajiiae, on his giving bond in $ 5,940, to abide the decision of

the Com't in her case. If she 4s worth, as has been said, more

than three times that sum, this looks like a virtual abandonment

of the charge of Slave-trading, and retention only of the claim

for the seamen's wages and other expenses of the voyage.

The bark Emily is another vessel which, after being once

seized as a susT>ected Slaver, was suffered to slip off to sea Avith-

out a clearance. She was taken, last fidl, on the African coast,

and disappeared early in February, from the port of ISTew York,

whither she had been sent for trial. She went away, it is said,

under the command of Captain Townsend, formerly of the

Echo. " Perhaps," significantly remarks the NcAv-York Tribune^

of Februaiy 9, " the United States authorities, Avho had her in

charge until very recently, may know something about her sud-
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den and unannounced departure
;
" and says, also, it is stated

that tLc United States otiicevs, in 'New York, knew of Captain

Toavnsi-:nd's being on board under an assumed name, when
the bark was captured and brought in, and that they "were de-

sirous of preventing his real name being made known to the

pixblic." From all which, the public will perhaps draw its own
inferences. Other instances of suspected Slavers have come to

our knowledge durmg the year, more than we have space to

mention in detail ; some on the African coast, others on this

side the water, in the ports of New York, New London, Ct.,

New Bedford, Mass., and Portland, Me. ; in some, the suspicion

leading to seizure, in others not ; but we recall none in which

the law has been executed upon either the men or the vessel

imjjlicated.

Our last Report mentioned the acquittal of the seamen of

the Echo, and the transfer of the case of Ca2)tain Townsexd
from Boston to Key West, for trial. He was tried last May, in

the United States District Court, and acquitted, as had been

expected. Though every fact necessary to bring the case

Avithin the terms and obvious meaning of the law was proved,

—

it being clearly established that the Echo was an American

vessel, and was on a Slave voyage, and that Towxsexd Avas on

board and in command of her, and was an American citizen •

yet the judge ruled that the evidence was insufficient to wai'-

rant the going of the case to a jury, and without argument

or summing up, directed the jury to return a verdict of "not

guilty;"— ostensibly on the ground that, besides all the facts

we have enumerated, it was necessary to prove that the vessel

was owned and fitted out by an American citizen. To prove

tliis, a certified copy of her register was offered, in which

ToAvxsEND was named as owner; but the judge, "anxious, ap-

parently'," says the New-York IVibime, "like all the United

States district judges of whom we have ever heard, to put

such a construction on the acts for suppi-essing the Slave-trade

as will effectually prevent any convictions under them, held,

first, that being a copy, this document could not be admitted

in evidence
;
and, secondly, that if it were admitted, it did not

prove ToAVNSEXD to be the owner." The Charleston 3fe7'cury

thinks "the inducing ground of the verdict" acquitting the

seamen of the Echo, was a belief of the juiy that "it would be



28 EEPORT.

incoTisistent, cruel, and hj'pocritical for inembers of a com-

munity where Slaves are as much articles of commerce as sugar

and molasses, to condemn men to death for going to a far

country to bring in more of these articles of trade
; " and that,

if so, every other case wEl be echo to this ; and further prose-

cution is idle, expensive, and vain.

In the case of Captain Corele, of the Wanderer, we have

another exhibition of the southern jrarpoae, judicial as well as

popular, that the law shall not be enforced. Soon after the

United States Judge of the South Carolina District had re-

fused, as stated in our last Report, to give the captain up, to

be tried in Gleorgia, on an indictment for piracy, under the law

of 1820, the authorities of the Georgia District demanded him

on a new indictment, under the Act of 1818, for the lower

offence of aiding to fit out a vessel for the Slave-trade. Though
this made a case unquestionably within the jurisdiction of the

Georgia District, within which the offence was committed, yet

Judge Magkath, of the South Carolina District, again declined

to surrender the prisoner, alleging that he held hun for trial on

the higher charge. When at length the case came up in South

Carolina, Judge Wayne of the Circuit Court presiding, assisted

by Judge Mageath, the grand jurj' at first refused to find a

bill; but afterwards,— remembering, or being reminded, doubt-

less, that if the prisoner were discharged without trial, there

would then be no pretext for refusing the demand of the

Georgia Court,— they asked that the bill might be recommitted

to them. Judge Wayne refused the request. Judge Mageath
dissenting; but the grand jury, after a short retirement, re-

turned and presented Cobbie for violating the Act of 1820.

The trial was delayed from time to time, till the latter part of

April, in the present year, when, Judge Wayjs^e being engaged

in Washington, it came on before Judge Mageath alone. The
district attorney, under instructions from Washington, as he

said, asked leave to enter a noUe prosequi^ in order that

CoBBiB might be transferred to Geoi'gia for trial on the second

indictment there; but the judge refused, denying the presi-

dent's right to interfere for such a pm'pose. He gave, moreover

a new interpretation to the Act of 1820 ;
holding that it does

not, as heretofore has been supposed, declare the buying of

Slaves, in Africa, or other foreign land, and bringing them to
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this or any country for sale, to be piracy; but that it applies

solely to the seizing offree men on the Coast of Africa, and

bringing them away to make Slaves of them. So, if the vic-

tims have already been kidnapped, ready to the Slaver's hand,

and he only buys of the kidnapper, and transfers his purchase

to the place of consumption, the Act of 1820 does not touch

his case. Of course the judge knovrs very well that the cases

to which the law, so intei*preted, would apply, never happen

;

that American Slavers understand too well the advantages of a

division of labor, to do, in person, the kidnapping as well as the

transportation of their prey; and that, consequently, this de-

cision, if accepted as law, practically annals the Act of Congress

which it purports to expound. The slaver must be slow, indeed,

of apprehension, who fails to see in this a very broad hint that he

is safe enough wherever Judge Magrath administers the law.

In the United States Court for the District of Alabama, a

decision was rendered, a few days ago, which may be regarded as

the complement ofJudge Magkath's. One Hoeatio N. Goitld

was indicted for having brought some of the Wanderer's cargo,

in violation of a section of the Act of 1818, which imposes a

penalty of $1,000 upon every person who shall hold, purchase,

sell, or otherwise dispose of as a Slave, any negro brought from

any foreign kingdom, place, or country, contrary to the pro-

visions of that Act. Judge Jones, before whom the case was

tried, opened a door of escape for the defendant, and all othere

similarly charged, by deciding that when a negro, illegally

imported, has passed out of the control of the importer and his

agents, the laws of the United States no longer apply to him.

Having become mingled with the inhabitants of the State, any

offence committed upon him must be dealt with by the State

tribunals alone.

Some attempts were made in Congress, during the present

session, to supply the deficiencies of the existing laws. In the

early part of March, Mr. WrLSOur submitted to the Senate a

resolution instructing the Coratmittee on Foreign Relations to

inquire and report whether the treaty with Great Britain for

the suppression of the African Slave-trade has been executed,

and whether any further legislation is nil'essary for suppressing

the traffic. In the latter part of the same month, he introduced a

bill for the building of five small steamers, suitable to serve oa

3
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the African coast, and increasing, from twenty-five dollars to

one hundred dollars, the prize-money for the capture of Slavers

;

also a resolution, authorizing the president to negotiate with

other nations for the right of search within two hundred miles

of the western Coast of Africa ; and an order instructing the

Judiciary Committee to report a bill substituting imprisonment

for life instead of death, and applying the penalty to persons

fitting out Slave-ships, or having interest in them. About the

same time, Mr. Mokse, of Maine, ofiered, in the other House,

resolutions to substitute small steamers and fast-sailing brigs

and schooners for the larger vessels now kept on the African

coast ; to adopt some system, with other maritune powers, for

ascertaim'ng the ] ationahty of suspected vessels; to sustain

officers in the dischirge of their duty against the traffic; and

recommending negotiations for making the trade a crime against

international law. But we do not learn that final action has

been taken upon the propositions in cither House.

Domestic Slave-trade.

Statements and incidents illustrative of the character, extent,

and flourishing condition of the domestic Slave-trade meet us

continually. A few of these, out of what we have gathered

up during the year, Ave here present. While the trade has

been frilly up to its wonted activity, from all the Slave-producing

States, special causes appear to have made it, from some of

them, even more so than in fonner years. For example, among

the various ways in which the generally-admitted probability,

that Slavery will soon be banished from Missouri, is working to

bring about that event, not the least noticeable is the rapid

seUing oiff of Slaves from that to more southern States. Many
Slave-holders, fearing that emaneipation will ere long become

the fsettled policy of the State, and unwilling to risk, by delay,

the loss of their human " property," are hastening to exchange

it for something less precarious. The St. Louis Democrat^ of

October 18th, says that "forty-five chattels of the 'peculiar

institution' passed down Locust Street, yesterday moniing, on

their way to the ' sunny South.' They were a motley group,

composed of men, women, and children, whose ages ranged.
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apparently, from five to forty years. On the one hand, the

siglit was suggestive of the ' good time coming ' for Missouri

;

but on the other hand, aAvakened the liveliest symj)athy for the

condition of this gang of miserable beings. jS'early every Sab-

bath morning witnesses the exodus of these parties from our

shores." The same paper, of October 27th, mentions the ship-

ment of about one hundred and seventy Slaves on the day

before, for a Southern market, and adds ; "the frequency of these

shij^ments is beginning to excite much attention "ud remark

among our citizens. Scarcely a day passes but gangs of these

unfortunate creatures are seen trailing, in couples, with drivers

in front and in the rear, down the principal streets leading to

the river. Missouri, undoubtedly, is being rapidly depleted of

her young and vigorous Slaves. At present prices, they are

entirely too valuable to hold, in this, for them, unhealthy

chmate, and in such precarious proximity to the Free States.

The old and infirm remain to die, or watch the slow but irre-

pressible exodus of their chJldren, and the gradual fading away

of the system of Slavery "

A correspondent of the New-York Tribune, writing from

St, Louis, relates an mcident of the trafiic so briskly going on

thence. Among the two or three dozen Slaves bought by a

Mississippian, who came to Missouri to supply his plantation, was

a little girl, abont nine years old, as fair as the average of white

children. Her mother was a handsome mulatto woman, and

her father a member of Congress from that State, but not the

owner of her mother. On the steamboat by whicJi she was

brought down to St. Louis, one of the passengers was her

father. " He conversed with her o^^^ler about her, and said he

would have bought her were it not for his wife. Here was a

child of tender age, torn from her mother, and doomed to a

Mississii}pi plantation, while her father, in the august Senate of

the United States, declaims of Liberty. Pie stands coolly by,

while his own child, bearing his own hneaments, is taken forci-

bly from her mother, and driven off with a gang of Slaves

to a distant land, among strangers, never again to know a

mother's love or caress, but to be thenceforth the victim of

a tyrant's lash or lust. She is the innocent proof of his own
faithlessness to solemn vows, and must be removed to s* safe

distance."
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Delaware appears, also, to be passing tlirougli tlie same pro-

cess as Missouri. A letter to the Tribune^ from Lewes., in that

State, on the 18th of Febniary last, says, "it has been estimated

that one man engaged in the trade has exported one hundred

negroes from the County of Sussex ;
" and it is said, that he

" sends off two or three eveiy week ;
" and that " this is but

one case out of many. It has been computed that at least six

Slaves a week, or three hundred and twelve a year, leave this

county," in which the whole number of Slaves, by the census

of 1850, was but one thousand five hundred and forty-nine

;

making the years exportation, if rightly estimated, over twenty

per cent of the whole " stock " in the county. And this, too,

in spite of legal restrictions upon the business ; for no Slave,

the letter states, can be legally sold out of the State without

an order or-^permit from the associate judge of the county.

But " the speculators pay from $600 to §1,100, and occasionally

as high as $1,500," for each human chattel, and what is the

restraint of law, against such temj)tations, to men whose moral

standard is k>w enough to permit their holding men as proper-

ty? A letter from%e same place, written two months later,

says, that " so long &s the traders confine themselves to buying

and exporting Jowo^/^citf Slavtjs," £:udiich they do not always, as

facts stated in this very letter ^^how]
,
"very little notice is

taken of it, though the law forbids it. There are very few

prosecutions against this class of decriis^g." The writer thinks

that if the trade makes bad ekiaens of fc^yor and seller, it

also " diminishes the fungus of the body. politic; and for this

reason, there are those who would toKrfitP" ':}; as a means of

emancipation of the State ;
" but he adds" " another effect is the

diminished number of manumissions. But t'.fo or three have

been recorded in the county, within the laf c three years. J'or-

mei'ly, the iiumber was much greater. Most persons will not

be so generous as to manumit their Slaves when they com-

mand such prices as the present. Yeare ago, when the prices

were low, deeds of manumission were common."

The Tribune^ of February 4, says " the movement in this sta-

ple [Slaves], on the shores of Chesapeake Bay, is exceedingly

lively. Within the last two months, reports have reached us of

an unusually active traflic going on in Northern and Eastern

Virginia, even to such a degree that the unobservant traveller
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could not fail to remark the unusual number of the 'three-fifths'

class in the railroad cars. The same causes which, perhaps,

have produced the brisk demand for the rough material on the

Coast of Congo, may also have had influence on the better bred

and more valuable Virginian article. ****** But a more

potent influence than even the love of money has been at work

in that region," the alarm created by John" Brown's inroad.

" The region more immediately within its influence is becoming

fast depopulated of its Slaves."

The "Washington con-espondent of the Anti-Slavery Stand-

ard^ after speaking, on the 23rd of January last, of a disturbance

in one of the Washington boarding-houses, produced by the

keeper's selling, to be sent to the far South, three young men,

brothers, his Slaves, because he was angiy with one of them,

adds that in that city " scarce a day passes which does not Avit-

ness dreadful, heart-rending cases of the sale of a human being

from all his associatCL and family relations to the far South,

never to see them again." In the New-York Tribune^ of April

2, is a coj)y of a paper which had " been circulating in Wash-
ington, for a day or two jiast," stating that " the wife of Samuel
Marshal, a Avoroan of excellent character," had been sold to a

trader, was in the Slave-pea, and Avould be taken "from her

husband and children on Saturday next, unless purchased fi'om

the trader for $ 800 before that time." " Her husband is one of

the most upright and trustworthy persons
;
" she " has been his

loyal wife for twenty years, and is the mother of eleven children,

seven of whom are living." An aj^peal is made " to all who
have hearts, to aid in restoring a wife to her husband and a

mother to her children." And it is in the Capital of the " Mo-
del Rejjublic," that a woman must be ransomed from the soul-

trader, to prevent her being torn from husband and childi-en

;

while we are told by politicians that the Slave-trade has been

abolished in Washington, by that blessed "Compromise of

1850," which saved our "Glorious Union" from being shivered

to atoms.

Charles .Reemelin, of Ohio, while making a southern tour,

was lately on a train, in Alabama, to which were attached two

car-loads of negi'oes on theii^ inland "middle passage." He says^

writing to the Cincinnati Commercial.^ " there were some one

hundred and fifty negroes, young and old, men, women, and

3*
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childi'en, mothers of large families, some alone, some surrounded

by tlieir oflfepiing. They came, the trader said, from Vu'ginia

and North Carolina, from which, region and Tennessee one

hundred thousand are taken South each year ; at this time the

emigration amounts to three thousand a week. They were

destined for the New-Orleans Slave-market, where the trader

expected to get $ 2,000 for every healthy, full-grown negro." A
statement is just now going the rounds of the periodical press,

that, "during the quarter ending March 31, the number of

Slaves that arrived in Texas was about twentv-seven thousand."

Many of these, probably, accompanied their immigrating mas-

ters ; but the greater part, we presume, were taken thither by
the traders, A letter written to the New-York Tribune^ from

Fairfax County, Va., on the 29th of August last, shows a speci-

men of the happy blending of business and religion in the Old

Dominion. After describing a camp-meeting, held in that

county the week before, it thus concludes : " Immediately after

the camp broke up, last Friday, twenty-seven negroes were sold,

on the ground, to some southern traders. Among this number,

one woman and seven children. One of the men was on his

knees, engaged in prayer, when the trader slapped him on the

shoulder, and told him. he must go with him. He intimated his

willingness to go, but assured his former master that if they

should meet up in heaven, he would have a settlement with

Mm there. The trader stopped his mouth with his hand, and

handcuffed him. The whole party were then put into an omni-

bus, which was ready for them, and they were conveyed to

Alexandria. Such is the way in which the Virginian Metho-

dists 'follow Christ.'"

Among "A Woman's Observations in the South," published

in the Tribune^ of October 22, we find the following. A man
who> by many years' Slave-trading, from Virginia to Mississippi

and Louisiana, had made enough money to give him a good
standing in society, now thought of marrying. He had for

years kept a beautiful mulatto woman, in a richly-furnished

house, with servants to wait on her, and her babies rocked in a

mahogany cradle ; she believing that they were all free, and

would inherit their father's wealth. But one dark night they

were surprised in their slumbers, gagged, put aboard a steam-

boat, carried to New Orleans, and sold. « The bride of that
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man knew all these facts." She called on the waiter, who was
dlHnpr to see her only from "curiosity to «ee if there was any-

i lag Tomanly about such a person;" and who, naturally

onouf^u, ' "onld but wonder" at finding that "she was very

oeautiful," >'<i... "spoke softly— with a woman's voice."

We glean fron lie southern journals a few of the statements,

from time to time appearing in them, to show the market-value

of human merchandise. The Richmond (Va.) Despatch, in July

last, announced, as the prices in Richmond, at that tiinc, "No. 1

men, 20 to 26 years old, from 81,450 to 11,500 ; best grown-

girls, 17 to 20 years old, from % 1,275 to % 1,325 ;
girls, from 15

to 17 years old, % 1,150 to % 1,250 ;
giris, from 12 to 15 years

old, % 1,000 to $ 1,100 ; best plough-boys, 17 to 20 years old,

$1,350 to $1,425; boys, from 15 to 17 years old, $1,250 to

% 1,375 ; boys, from 12 to 15 years old, % 1,100 to % 1,200." The
Atalanta (Ga.) American^ a few weeks later, records the sale

of twenty-eight Slaves, in Henry County, men, women, and child-

ren, for an average of % 796 each. One field-hand, 18 years old,

brought % i,640 ; three boys of 14, an aggregate of % 3,829 ; two
boys of 10, % 1,708; one of 7, $726; a woman of 23, with three

boys, of 5 years, 3 years, and 8 months, $1,995 ; a woman of 23,

with a boy of 3 years, and a girl of 18 months, $ 2,305 ; a girl of

19, $ 1,200 ; one of 15, $ 1,023 ; one of 7, % 778. The Selma
(Ala.) Sentinel gives the prices of " a lot of negroes " sold in

Selma, about the 1st of March ; one of whom, a carpenter, 29

years old, brought $ 2,050 ;
another, a blacksmith, of 24, $2,245

;

a boy of 17, $ 1,570 ; a boy of 13, $ 1,1 )5 ; an unsound boy of

11, $900; girls of 16, 18, and 19, respectively, $1,626, $1,-380,

and $ 1,600 ; a woman of 27, mth a child, $ 1,670 ; a girl of 11,

$ 1,600 ; and a girl of 13, $ 3,205. In St. Louis, on the 29th of

February, a sale of Slaves took place, at which two boys, of 14

and 16, brought $ 2,435 ; a woman of 20, with a child of 4,

6 1,500 ; a woman of 23, with two children, 5 and 3, $ 1,750

;

and so on. Some sales are mentioned, at prices which average

somewhat below these ; but at one, in West Baton Rouge, La.,

about the end of February, they went up still higher, the figui-es

standing thus :— " One woman and four children, $ 5,650 ; one

boy, $ 4,400 ; do. do., $ 3,475 ; do. do., $ 3,400 ; do, do., $ 3,305

;

do. do., $ 3,200." And the Greenville (S. C.) Enterprise tells

of " a likely fellow, said to be a good joiner and carpenter,"
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who, at a sale in that region, went for $ 3,500 ; but tlie buyer

was aftenvard olFered S 4,000 for hiin. And such is the wa^"^ in

which the worth of manhood is estimated, in this " free, enlight-

ened, Christian land !

"

KiDXAPPIXG.

While human merchandise coircnands such pi-ices, it is not

strange that, among those morally capable of dealing in it, some

are little scrupulous as to the means of suj^pljing so i^rofitable

a market; and, consequently, that kidnapping freemen is a

crime of frequent occurrence. Though only the AU-seeing can

know, certainly, how frequent it is, yet cases enough have come

to our knowledge, within the past year, to i^rove that it is often

per]^)etrated, and not always with careful discrimination in re-

gard to the color of its \dctims.

The New-Orleans Bidletin tells us that about the middle of

last May, a suit was brought in one of the courts of New
Orleans, in which a Slave-girl claimed and gained her freedom,

on the ground that she was white and free-born, and had been

kidnapped from Arkansas about two years before. " Scientific

gentlemen " testified, at the trial, that there was about her " no

evidence of African descent." Near the beginning of June, a

free negro, from La Salle County, Illinois, on his way to Pike's

Peak, was seized while passuig through Missouri, put in jail at

St. Joseph, on pretence of suspicion that he was a runaway

Slave, and notice was given, as usual in such cases, that unless

claimed by an owner or redeemed by his friends, he would be

sold for his jail-fees. The issue of the case we have not leanied.

Not far from the same time, the Cincinnati Gazette gave an ac-

count of the kidnapping of a free colored native of Salem, O.,

named Day, from a steamboat, lying at a wharf, in Cincinnati,

whence, tied and gagged, he was taken across the river and

lodged in jail, at Covington. Fortunately for him, the outrage

became known in Cincinnati, where he was under bonds to an-

swer some charge in the Police Court; and an ofiicer went over

and brought him back ; but we do not hear that the kidnappers

suffered any legal penalty.

On the night of June 10, a colored man, named Butlek, and
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his wife and child, formerly Slaves of a wido\r, iii Maryland, by

whom they were manumitted, and since then resident s of Cum-
berland County, Pa., where they were " highly esteemed," says

the Cai'lisle American^ "for their indiistry, sobriety, andgeneval

good behaviour," were secretly and forcibly carried off to Mary-

land, and thi'ust into the jail of Frederic County, as "fugitives

from service." The principal kidnapper was one Myers, a citi-

zen of Frederic County, and a sort of professional negi'o-catcher.

He admitted having carried off the family, but claimed to have

done it legally. Some days before the abduction, he aj^plied to

a Mr. BiDDLE, of Carlisle, who had been a United States Com-
missioner, for a warrant to seize liis victims

;
but, learning that

Mr. BiDDLE had resigned the office, he said he would take them

by force, without a hearing. The Ex-Commissioner warned

him not to attempt it, but he heeded not the warning. A
deputy sheriff, of Cumberland County, soon after decoyed him
into Pennsylvania, by stratagem, and arrested him, and he was
subsequently tried and convicted as a kidnapper, and is now,

we believe, undergoing the penalty of his ciime, in the peniten-

tiary, though the authorities of Maryland have made some

efforts in his behalf, to arrest the course of justice.

About the 1st of July, as we learn from the Vicksburg (Miss.)

"Whig^ one A. R. Bueks was aiTCsted in Vicksburg, charged

with kidnapping a woman and her three children, of white and

Indian blood. The woman and one child were found in his

possession ; one child he had sold for % 500, the other had disap-

peared, and he could not or did not account for it. On the

examination before the mayor, it was proved that the woman
and children were free, " being descendants of a white woman,"

and that Burks had told the witness, before whose eyes they

were forcibly taken away, that " it was no harm to sell them, as

free Africans were being brought in and sold." Burks was

bound over for trial, and the woman and children were set

free.

On the 11th of August, a decision of the Probate Court, in

Abbeville, Ala., released a young woman and her child, "poor

whites," of Georgia, from Slavery, into which the woman had

been sold, under circumstances of jjeculiar atrocity. One Jastes

C. WiLSOif went, about the 1st of March, to the house of a Mrs.

Hicks, in Columbus, Ga., where he was taken sick, and for seve-
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ral weeks was nursed by Mrs. Hicks and her daughter. He
rewarded theu* kindness by stealing the daughter away and

selling her, as a Slave, to a Rev. Johk" Guilforb, in Henry
County, Ala. ; then returning, decoying her brother, a boy of

fifteen, from his home, and selling him also into Slavery. After

several months, the mother learned where her daughter was,

and that she had, in the meantime, become a mother. She in-

terested several lawyers in her cause, and a writ of liabeas

corpus was procured, by means of which the girl and her child

were released.

The Edwardsville (111.) Jbimial mentions an attempt made,

m the latter part of August, by two men, one of them colored,

to consign a white mechanic, one Isaac Dicksojt, to Slavery,

on pretence that he was a runaway Slave. He was stopped on

the road, bound, and taken to Edwardsvillo, but there he found

witnesses to prove his freedom, and was discharged. A cor-

respondent of the , Chicago (111.) Trilnme^ wiiting on the 1st

of Ifovember, tells of four instances of kidnapping, accomplished

or attempted, within a few weeks preceding, near Jonesboro'.

The first man seized, on the 12th of September, proved to be

a Slave, travelling on busine'ss for his master. A second was

taken, the next day, and put into Jonesboro' jail, to wait a

requisition fi*om a master. Another was the porter of the

sleepmg car on the Illinois Central Railroad. He would have

been thrust into jail, also, had not the conductor interposed,

and, revolver in hand, attested his freedom. In the fourth case,

the victim was captured near Carbondale, aftei' a chase of

about eighteen miles, during which he was several times fired

upon. The writer adds, " examples of this species of villany

are furnished us almost daily
;
they are, absolutely, ' too numer-

ous to mention."

"

On the 12th of October, Oliver Anderson", a colored man,

liviug in Chilicothe, Ohio, was forcibly dragged from his home,

at night, and carried off to Slavery. The Scioto Gazette, in

giving an account of the outrage, says, "Anderson has been a

resident of this city four or five years, and was a quiet, inof-

fensive, and industrious man. That he was a freeman, there

is but little doubt." A committee, aiDpointed at an " indigna-

tion meeting," of the citizens of Chilicothe, to inquire into the

facts of the case, reported, as the result of their investigations,



39

their belief that lie "was taken without law, by persons who
had no claim to him, even viider the fictions of the southern

code." Happily we have later news from him, in the Columbus

Journal, to the effect that, " one frosty night," last January, he

left Kentucky, taking with him two SlaA- C3, one, his brother

;

that, " they reached the Underground Railroad in good time^

were rushed through on the express train," and are now in

Canada. " This," adds the JbUrnal, " ought to be quite satis-

flictory to the managers of the Underground Railroad— two
liundred per cent on the original investment, and expenses ])aid

by the kidnappers." A little later than the seizure of Axder-
sox, an attempt was made to enslave a free colored family, in

Louisville, Kentucky. The particulars appeared in the Demo-
crat, of that city. A negro and his wife had ])eon emancipated

by will, some years before, and had afterwards, witli the fruits

of their industry and frugality, bought their son and his wife,

and set them free. On the 23rd of October, the father sud-

denly died. A neighbor, named McGrath, knowing that he

had bills of sale of his children, but not aware that he had

given them free papers, conspired with a, lawyer, Clary, and

another man, to defraud them of freedom. The lawyer forged

a bill of sale from the old negro to McGrath, and, armed with

that, tJie conspirators went to seize their prey ; but the produc-

tion of the free papers baffled their design, and exposed their

villany. The lawyer and McGeatii were promptly lodged in

jail to aAvait a trial ; the result of which Ave have not seen.

The New-Haven Palladium, of December 2, states that

one George W. Bishop, ofNew Haven, had just been arrested

in Philadelphia, "charged with enticing a free colored man
fi-om New York to Alabama, and there selling him," Bishop

went to Alabama, with horses for sale, and em])loyed the colored

man to assist in taking care of the horses, but returned without

him. Being asked what he had done with the man, he replied,

that he had lefb him in Alabama. "It is rumored," says the

Palladium, " that Bishop sold the negro for $ 1000. Certain

it is, that on his return he had more money than he was ever

known to have before, and displayed it in a manner to excite

considerable comment." Near the end of December, as Ja:mes

Lewes, a free colored boy, living near Harrhigton.Del.,was going,

one evening, from his father's house to his employer's, one Morris
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met liim in the woods, tied him to a tree, went home, and got

his horse and carriage, and took the boy to Maryland, and tried

to sell him to a Slave-dealer. The dealer's susjjicion that the

boy was free, led to inquiries, which brought out the truth ; tlie

boy was sent back, and the kidnapper committed to Dover jail.

These facts we find in the Milford (Del.) JVews. The same

paper nientions the arrest, some time in March last, of a man,

who, with five others, had recently stolen a negro, and sold him

out of the State. And adds, that " negro-stealing and selling

out of the State, contrary to the law, is said to be carried on

extensively in Sussex ; and one man, residing at Seaford, it is

said, has made a large amount of money at the business." A
correspondent of the New-York Tribune, writing fi'om Lewes,

Del., on the 25th of April, corroborates the testimony of the

News, as to the frequency of kidnapping in Delaware. He
says, that, " at the recent session of the Superior Court, in

Sussex County, indictments were found against two men for

imprisoning a free negro, with intent to kidnap, and against

six men for kidnapping, and assisting to kidnap."

On the night of the 2ud of March, four men went to the

house of JoHir Brown, a free colored man, living in Sadsbury,

Lancaster County, Pa., pretending they had come to take him

before a magistrate, on a charge of having robbed a neighbor-

ing store. Confident in his innocence, and recognizing two of

the men as well-known neighbors, Browtst went with thera,

raising no alarm. They took him to a carriage, in the woods

near by, put liim in, drew pistols, and, with thi'eats, compelling

him to silence, drove with him to Baltimore, and lodged him

in a Slave-pen, for sale. Upon his protesting that lie was free,

the Slave-dealer refused to buy or sell him, and soon after a

man coming in who knew him, and confirmed his assertion of

his freedom, he was released, and sent home. Meanwhile the

alarm had somehow been given, and pursuit, though too late

to be availing, was made. But two of the kidnappers had been

airested, and subsequently two others, who had escaped to

Cincinnati, were followed and taken, and all were committed

or bound over for trial ; as also were a tavern-keeper, at whose

house Bnowisr was kept concealed, by his captors, through the

day after he was seized, and one or tvro others suspected of

participation in the kidnapping.
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We have accounts before us of a dozen or more other in-

stances of the perpetration of this crime, within the year. Some

of the victims afterward escaped or were rescued, others are no

doubt still in bondage. Among the latter is believed to be

Charles Fisher, of Kansas, two attempts to kidnap whom
. were mentioned in our last Keport. How he was taken l^e

third time, is not known
;
but, while Dr. Doy was in a Missouri

prison. Fisher was brought there, and horribly toitured, till his

assent was extorted to a confession, dictated to him, that he

had a master somewhere. He was then taken away, and hus

not since been heard of. A Kansas correspondent of the New-
York Tribune, who relates these facts, adds that " during the

few months of Dr. Dor's incarceration, many such cases came

under his notice." One, of which he gives particulars, was that

of a free colored man, born in Illinois, and owning eighty acres

of land, with some improvements, near Aurora, iu that State.

He had gone to Kansas to look at the country, with a view to

removal thither, and on his return through Missouri, was seized;

thrust into the jail, and compelled, like Fisher, by torture with

a scourge of sheet-iron jagged with sharp points, to own him-

self a Slave, and to name, as the place whence he escaped, some

part of Virginia, named to him, in which he had never been.

One attfjmpt, of which we have an account in the Cleveland

(Ohio) Leader, and some of the Canadian journals, was made
in Canada, upon a woman, born free in New-York city, stolen

thence, and held as a Slave, in Texas, about eleven years. Last

summer, she escaped from her mistress, during a visit to Niagara

Falls, and had been employed about a month, as a servant, at

the Clifton House, when her master, aided by the keeper of the

house, made an effort to reonslave her, but happily was defeated

by the intei-ference of the colored waiters, who had learned, in

some way, what was going on. Another case, related on the

10th of April last, by a "Washington coiTespondent of the Boston

Traveller, is that of Alexajs^der Scarborough, a colored sea-

man, from New Bedford, who left his vessel in Baltimore, and

set out to walk to Washington. Near Annapolis he was arrest-

ed on charge of being a runaway Slave, and imprisoned to await

the demand of a master, till he was in danger of being sold to

pay jail-fees; as he probably would have been, but that his con-

dition came to the knowledge of Mr. Eliot, member of Cou-

4
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gress fi"om the district he belongs in, who promptly interposed,

and, at an expense of not less than one hundred dollars, effected

his doliverauce. Thaddeus Hyatt, while imprisoned in the

Washington jail, for alleged "contempt" of the usurped judicial

authority of the United States Senate, became acquainted with

several cases of illegal imprisonment, in that jail, of nee colored •

persons, who, but for his interference, would have been enslaved

under the forma, but against the substance, of law.

One flagrant instance of this base and detestable wickedness

(the peiwersion of legal forms to the business of kidnapping),

took place in Maryland, a little more than a year ago, buf did

not come to our knowledge in time to be mentioned in our last

Report. It is worthy of record, as a striking illustration of the

sort of Justice which persons, claimed as Slaves, receive from the

tribunals of the Slave-laud. Martha Ann", a Slave whom a

Mrs. BuLLEN, of Cecil County, Md., had received from her

father, married Moses Wright, a free coloVed man, by whom,
before the death of her mistress, she had a son, named Perry.

Mrs. BuLLEif, after the death of her husband, in 1848, removed,

with Martha and her boy, to Delaware, where, in April, 1849,

she died, leaving, by will, freedom to Martha immediately,

and to Perry when twenty-eight years old. To the friend who
drew her will, she said her chief reason for making it was her

wish to manumit her Slaves. The will was duly proved at the

Newcastle, Del., Probate Office. Martha went back to her

husband, in Maryland, and there lived, as a free woman, about

nine years, the number of her children increasing, in that time,

to four. In March, 1858, their humble home Avas rudely broken

up. A son of Mrs. Bulle-S", armed with letters of administra-

tion on his father's estate, seized Martha and her children, as

a part of it, and, heeding neither their entreaties and those of

the husband and father, nor the will of his mother, of which a

copy was produced, he hurried them to the county-jail, where

they remained for,two months or more; the mother being, for

the most of the time, confined to her bed with a disease which

had preyed on her for years, now aggravated by the unwhole-

some prison-air. Meanwhile, a petition I'or their freedom was

filed in court. la May, the claimant a])peared in court, and, by

making oath that he believed he could not have an impartial

trial in Cecil County, procured— in spite of the remonstrances



MANUMISSIONS. 43

of opi>osiiig counsel— a removal of the case to Kent County,

notorious for being intensely Pro-Slavery, and for having driven

out of its limits— as related in our last Report— Mr. J. L.

BowEBS, one of its best citizens, because of his Anti-Slaveiy

sentiments. In April, 1859, by such a verdict as was to be ex-

pected from a Kent Comity jury, Moses Wkight was robbed

of his wife and children, and they of the freedom which was

theirs, alike by human and divine law. Their counsel took ex-

ceptions to the ruling of the court, in order to cany the case

up to tlie Court of Appeals ; but we hardly dare to hope for a

reversal of the unjust decision of the lower tribunal. "On the

side of their oppressors is power, but they "— the helpless vic-

tims— we fear, "have no comforter." Still, there may be a

possibility that the higher court, holding a more conspicuous

position, and having its reijutation more at stake, may feel itself

so far amenable to public sentiment outside of the Slave-region,

as to shrink from ratifying the iniquity of its judicial inferior.

Majtumissions.

We have the satisfaction of knowing that attempts at manu-

missiou are not always so unfortunate in their issue as this of

Mrs. Bulled seems likely to be. In spite of all the counteract-

ing influences almost everywhere powerfully at work, a sense of

justice, or humane feeling, or natural affection, at times asserts

itself with force enough to undo the heavy burden, and let the

oppressed go free. And sometimes an unusual concurrence of

circumstances brings about an emancipation, not, perhaps, in

the strictest sense voiuntaiy, though it may take, at last, the

appearance of being such.

The Times, of Cincinnati, announced, about a year ago, the

an-ival of one Campbell, in that city, from Louisiana, for the

purpose of emancipating " a young and beautiliil mulatto wo-

man," and her infant child, of which he was the father. He
bought them for $1,200, in order to set them free. In July last,

the Missouri papers stated that Miss Bates, the sister of Hon.

Edwakd Bates, of St. Louis, recently emancipated the last of

thiity-two Slaves, who formed pai'i; of her inheritance, and

whom she has gradually set free as they became prepared to
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take care of themselves in freedom. The Ohio /State Journal^

of August 22, said there were then in Columbus, " twenty-one

Slaves, liltely-looking men and women, manumitted by the will of

their late owner, Pleasant Bukket, of Mecklenburg County,

Virginia," and sent to Ohio, to be settled on good lands se-

lected for them in Hardin County; the will having provided

for the purchase of the lands, and for furnishbg all necessary

tools with which to begin operations. Abouti the middle of

October, the Lynchburg (Va.) MepuhUcan described the de-

parture, for a free State, of thirty-seven Slaves, set free by the

will of Francis B. Shackleeokd, of Amherst County. Forty-

four were freed, but seven of them remained, "preferring

servitude in Old Virginia to freedom elsewhere." On one day,

in the latter part of January, twenty-eight Slaves were manu-
mitted in the Probate Court of Cincinnati ; fourteen by Wm.
McGiNNis, of Bourbon County, Ky., and fourteen by the will

of Samuel Townsend, of Madison County, Ala. Early in

March, as we learn from the Cincinnati Enquirer^ " a young

female, of almost classic beauty, about eighteen years old, so

nearly white that the tinge of African blood in her veins was

scarcely perceptible, and perfect enough in form and feature to

have served as a model for a Praxiteles- or a Powers, was

manumitted" in the same Court, "by a well-known New-Or-

leans merchant."

Nearly a year ago, a case of much interest, which had been

pending eighteen or twenty months, came to a happy conclu-

sion in the arrival of a manumitted Slave-girl, at Oberlin, Ohio,

in charge of a faithful guardian, to join an already liberated

sister ; both being provided with means of support and educa-

tion, by their father's will. We gather the following particu-

lars from an account published in the Cleveland Leader, about

the middle of last May. In the summer of 1857, James Old-

ham, of Coahoma County, Miss., left home to. take his tAvo

Slave daughters, about fourteen and ten years old, to Oberlin,

there to emancipate and educate them. On the way, the

younger child, who had been a household pet, became so re-

luctant to exchange the indulgence of home for the expected

restraints of school, that she was pemiitted to return. The
day after her father, with his elder daughter, reached Oberlin,

he was taken fatally ill. He called to his aid a Dr. Rea, whose
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ficqixaintance he had made, and who attended him till his death,

and then accompanied his remains to his Mississippi home.

While expecting death, the father was ihtensely anxious for the

freedom of his younger daughter, which he felt it was then

hy no means easy to secure. By the laws of Mississippi, he

could not emancipate ber in the State, nor by will free her to

be sent out of the State, nor give her in trust to another to

iree her.; nor sell her to be freed. Such are the difficulties in

the way of a father's saving his own child from the degradation

and horrors of Slavery. But an attempt must be made. Un-

der the counsel of Judge Bliss, of Elyiia, whose heart w^as

wax-mly enhsted in the task, a will was executed, setting forth

the father's earnest wish, bequeathing to his daughters their

freedom, and $4,000 for their support and education, and ap-

pointing Dr. Rea executor, with power to expend the whole

$ 4,000, if needed, in securing freedom for the younger daughter,

should the heirs endeavor to prevent it. They did make the

attempt, with most disgraceful earnestness, and for a time

seemed likely to succeed ; and not till after a severe stniggle,

in which they contested warmly every point, putting tlie doc-

tor's enei'gy and firmness to full proof ; and. not till the Supreme

Court of the State had, in another case, decided unfavorably

to them some important points involved in this, did they con-

sent to a compromise which yielded the freedom of the gii'l

and $ 3,000 of the money.

The Meigs County (Ohio) Telegraphy of the 9th of last May,

says that a girl, almost pure white, intelligent and beautiful, to

whom a Vii'ginian Slave-dealer is both master and father, has

been attending scb ^ ^l at Pomeroy, in Meigs County, for tv70 or

three years past, lu"'- "ather paying her . board and tuition. For

some months he has tried hard and made large promises to in-

duce her to return to his home ;
but, though " much attached to

him," she refuses to go, fearing the fate of the chattels he trades

in. Her mother was sent over to persuade her back, but failed,

and on her return was shipped to the South ; as it was believed,

on the Ohio side, the daughter Avould have been also, had she

crossed the river. On the 5th of May, hef father, "with a

very hard-looking customei-, both well armed with revolvers,"

came to see her. Her friends, suspecting a design to kidnap

her, raised an alarm, and a croAvd c iOn gathered. The Vir-

4*
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ginians solemnly denied any evil purpose, but suspicion only

grew stronger, when the father, declaiing that he had emanci-

pated her, produced in proof a pretended deed of manumission,

which, on examination, was found to he of no validity. The
Virginians, at last becoming fearlul for their personal safety,

retreated across the river; and, soon after, the father—^whether

making a virtue of necessity, or really actuated by right feel-

ings— sent his daughter a valid deed of manumission. On the

19th of last July, Maria Gaskists, a Slave-woman brought

from New Orleans by one William Holmes and his wife, on

a visit to Plymouth, Mass., was declared free by Judge Met-
CALP, of the Supreme Court of the State, before whom she had

been taken by a writ of habeas corpus, issued on petition of

N". B. Spooker, of Plymouth ; an emancipation evidently not

intended by the master when he took his Slave beyond the

reach of the Louisiana Slave-code. Another case of unin-

tended emancipation occurred, a few weeks ago, in Philadelphia.

Rev. John Miller, of Lexington, Rockbridge County, Va.,

brought a Slave-woman to Philadelphia, as a child's nurse for

his wife. The woman soon learned her right to freedom, under

Pennsylvania law ; and on the evening of February 23, availed

herself of it by leaving her master, and seeking service where

the. hire of the laborer is not kept back by fraud or force. And
of yet another instance, about the 1st of March, we have a frag-

mentary mention, in an extract from the Iowa City Jiepublican,

from which we gather that one Cl rtis, master and father of

two Slave-girls brought from some Slave State to Iowa, signed

an instrument, partly under legal pressure, and partly, it is to

be hoped, as the paper itself affirmed, for "the love, regard,

and aflfection entertained" by him for the children,— eman-

cipating them, and " conferring upon them all the rights, pri%d-

leges, and responsibilities which would pertain to them if bom
to him in lawful wedlock."

In this list of manumissions it may be proper to include that

of little Sally Maria Briggs, commonly called "Pink," a

nearly white girl, of ii ne years, bought into freedom for $900,

by Hjenry Ward Beech^r and his congregation, about two

months ago. She was the child of a prominent physician in

Maryland, an octoroon Slave. Her mother and five children

had been sold separately, and she had been living, in the belief
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that slie was fi-ee, -witli her gi*andmother, a free woman by

self-purchase, residing in Washingt': ii City; the Slave-dealers

assuring the old woman that Pink s: .ould never be taken from

her. But that was only a Slave-dealer's i^romise. Iiasfc winter,

the child was sold to a trader. A kind young man, determined,

if possible, to secure her freedom, after much negotiation and

divers discouragements, at last obtained possession of her, under

a bond that she, or the price above-named, should be re-

turned within fifteen days. He took her to Brooklyn, and Mr.

Bbecher, after his next Sunday morning's discourse, set her

before his congregation, and made a simple statement of the

facts concerning her. The collection which followed amounted

to mere than $ 1000 ; Pink goes back to her grandmother, a

fi-ee child; and it is said steps will be taken to secure her

education.

Fugitive Slaves.

The newspapers, of all parts of the counti^, have furnished

ample proof that those who choose not to wait for freedom

from a master's tardy justice, and do not feel bound to pay a

robber for surrendering his plunder, have by no means fallen

off in number during the past year. While some attempts to

find a better home in higher latitudes have sadly failed, suc-

cess, so far as we have heard, has been the very general rule.

And of the exceptional instances, some have ended in a way
to give the Slave-system a severer shock than even a suc-

cessful flight could give it. For they have shown a rpirit in

the bondman which scorned life itself, as an alteraative for

liberty.

One case of this sort was published, last summer, in the Baton

Rouge (La.) Gazette, At Rodney, Miss., a man having found,

on the steam-packet Charmer, a negro who had fi<?d from him,

seized him, and tied his hands; the negro, declaring "he would

sooner die than go with the man, to be treated as he bad been,

jumped into the river and was drowned." From the New-York
Tribune we learn that on the 1st of September, while a vessel

laden with turpentine and rosin, from St. Mary's, Ga., was
unloading in Brooklyn, the body of a young black man was
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found ill the hold, with a l3und]e of clothing and a small sujj-

ply of provisions lying by him. He had evidently hidden him-

self there, in the hope of escaping to freedom, but the hatches

having been battened dovm, shutting out the air, and the fumes

of the tui-pentine filKng the hold, he had died of suftbcation.

The Vevay (Ind.) News^ of November 23, describes a chase,

on the 13th, after a runaway Slave, from Woodford County,

Ky., by a party of white men in Carroll County. After track-

ing the fugitive a long way, tliey overtook him on the banks of

the Kentucky River, but before they could seize him he ran

out upon a log projecting twenty feet into the river, foced

them, and placing the muzzle of a pistol at his head, threatened

to send a ball through his own brain, if a man attempted to

approach him. A brief parley followed, then two of the j)ur-

suers, with cocked pistols, advanced, but as they stepped ujiou

the log ho fired, and fell, bleeding, into the water. He was

dragged out, and when restored to consciousness, expressed

deep regret, at his failure
;
but, the News says, " he can hardly

be expected to recover." A late paper from the South tells us

that, about the 1st of April, a runaway negro, at Montgomery,

Ala., resisted his pursuers, severely wounded one of them, and

could not be taken till he was shot dead. Cases like these, are

emphatic answers to the assertion that the Slaves arc ha])py in

bondage, and have no wish for freedom. They hint with fear-

fiil jslainness, also, at the possibility, to say the least, that a

day may come when, this same desperate detennination ani-

mating masses of the enslaved, the cry of " liberty or death "

shall rise on the midnight air " like the voice of many waters."

Of Hke ominous import is the account, in a St. Joseph (Mo.)

paper, in July last, of a Slave killing his purchaser, near that

place, and making his escape; and, in the same month, the

discovery alleged by the Clarksburg (Va.) Hegister, to have

been made, of a conspiracy among the Slaves of Harrison

County, to run ofij defending themselves in so doing; to which

end, it is said, " they were well supplied with fire-ams." Less

terrible to the oppressor, if not less fatal, at last, to his un-

righteous system., is the significance of those happily more fre-

quent events, some of which we chronicle below.

In June last, the Detroit (Mich.) Advertiser announced that

" seventy Fugitive Slaves arrived in Canada, by one train, from
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the interior of Tennessee. A week before, a company of twelve

arrived. Nearly the same time, one of seven, and another of

five, safely landed on the free soil of Canada, making ninety-

four in all. The Underground Railroad was never before doing

so flourishing a business." On the fourth of July, as Ave learn

from one of the agents of the road, " six fugitives from Mary-

land passed through Philadelphia," and not long after, "one

arrived in that city, in a box so short, that he could not lie his

length," and " two females escajDed, one in a trunk and the other

in a dry-goods box."' The same agent mentions the arrival of

" twenty-eight at one time," and states that ^' one of Ex-President

Tyler's Slaves had gone on his way north, rejoicing." Four

Slaves, although handcuffed and chained together, managed, on

the night of August 26, to escape from the hotel, in St. Joseph,

Mo., where their master was stopping. So says the next day's

Gazette^ of that place. The Rochester (N. Y.) Mcpress, of Octo-

ber 25, states that on the 22nd, " not less than fifteen thousand

dollars worth of ' property ' passed through this city, on the ' Un-
derground,'" in the shape of "a dozen smart, intelligent, young

and middle-aged men and women," who were "part of a large

shipment from Alexandria, Va., about the time of the Harper's

Ferry insurrection," The Troy (N. Y.) Argus learns from " olS-

cial sources," about the same time, "that the Underground

Railroad has been doing an unusually large business this year,

the train taking, some days, a dozen at a time, and the aggre-

gate of the year is counted by hundreds," It adds, that " one

gentleman, who is ranked among the high-toned, conservative

Democrats— a sustainer of the Fugitive-Slave Law, the Ne-

braska Bill, and the Pierce and Buchanan Administrations, on

principle— is regularly called on, for his subscription, when
funds are needed. His sober and invariable reply is this :

—
'Give money to help a Fugitive Slave escape? not a cent! it's

illegal, and against the Compromises of the Constitution ! send

him back to Virginia ! send him back— and here a Vto help

pay the expenses of returning him hack to his master / '
" A

correspondent of the National Anti-Slavery Standard, Avriting

from Utica, N". Y., on the 23rd of January, says, " three or four

weeks since, a 'fugitive from service or labor' appeared in

Utica, and called on a United States Deputy Marshal for assist-

ance, in jouraeying northward, and he actually sent the guilty,
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ungrateful chattel to a well-known agent of the Underground

Raih'oad." The Syi-acuse Standard., a few days earUer, reported

the passage of six fugitives through Syracusej one of them di-

rect fiom Harper's Ferry, and they hrought news of seven more

on the way. Albany correspondent of the New-York 2>i-

says, on the 2ud of February, "the Underground Rail-

road, under the energetic management of Superintendent

Stephen Myers, is doing a prosperous business. Twenty-six

passengers, coming over the main road and its various branches,

have passed through here during the past month." The writer

continues thus :
" It would astonisli some portion of the public

amazingly, to know the class of joeople who contribute regularly

to the funds of the ' Underground,'— such as staunch Demo-
crats, who swear by Mr, Buchaxah", the Fugitive-Slave Law,

and the Dred Scott dicta— but then, when they hand over

their contribution to Stepkex, they tell him to use it in send-

ing Slaves back to their kind masters, where they are sure they

are much better off than in the frozen regions of the North."

The Free-Ohurch Portfolio., of Newcastle, Pa., said, about the

end of February, " We learn, on good authority, that, during

the last two or three weeks, there has been doing quite an ac-

tive business On the Ohio section of the Underground Railroad.

Fugitives,, stout^ athletic fellows, from Eastern Virginia, have

been passing, in small companies, almost daily. We believe all^

who have passed along lately, have reached their place of desti-

nation in safety." The Ravenna (Ohio) Democrat says, that on

the 22nd of February " a full-freighted car, on the Underground

Railroad, jjassed through, loaded with passengers, from ' Old

Tennessee.'

"

Besides these, we liave many accounts of Slaves escaping

singly, or in groups of from two to six. One somewhat remark-

able case was related, a few weeks ago, in the New-York Inde-

pendent. A placard, announcing that a woman in Missouri was

soon, to be sold at auction, to go South, fell under the eye of a

man in Kansas, who resolved to rescue her. With a span of

horses, a covered carriage, and two or three trusty companions,

he hastened to the master's house ; went in alone, and found him

sitting, and the woman standing near. Pointing a cocked pistol

at the master's head, he kept him sitting, while thd woman, at

his suggestion, took from her mistress's closet a shawl and shoes
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for lierself, and blankets for her two children, and got, with the

children, into the wagon, lie then retired backward, keeping

his pistol in steady aim till he reached the carriage, when he

drove rapidly oif across the Kansas line. Tlie New-York TH-
hun% of February 13, gives, from a Missouri paper, an account

of another case not widely unlike this. Half a dozen Slave-

Imnters, from Missouri, pursued a fugitive into Kansas. At a

tavern, on their journey, some Free-State men met them, bring-

ing the fugitive: introduced him to his master; and, his hat

and coat being shabby and ragged, "invited the master to ex-

change with him, which he cheerfully did, and was then per-

suaded to lend him money enough to defray his expenses to

Canada, and also to fiirnish him his horse, to lessen the fatigues

of the journey." They then parted; "the colored man Avent

North, and the Slave-holder and his friends back to their

homes."

A correspondent of the New-York Herald, who has lately

been journeying through the South, and sending back gloAving

descriptions of the beauties of Slavery, the happiness of the

Slaves, and "the affection existing betwen Slave and master,"

comes at length, on his homeward way, to Kentucky, and puts

the finishing touch to his rose-colored picture, in this style ;—
" The negroes are getting very scarce in .the northern part of

the State, owing to the close proximity of the enemy across

the Ohio. None but the most faithful of Slaves can be kept by

flu-mers along the border, so well arranged is the Underground-

Railroad system, in the soutliern counties of Ohio and Indiana."

Happy as they are,— " the happiest people on the face of the

globe," says the iZem/tf's delighted correspondent,— it seems,

by his own showing, that, only give them a chance to get

away, and all their ha2)piness and all their affection can't keep

them in that southern paradise. An important testimony to

the frequency of escapes, and the seriousness of the loss thence

resulting to the Slave-holders, is given in the introduction of a

bill in the Maryland Senate, at its late S'3ssion, to incorporate a

Slave-holders' Insurance Company, to insure against loss by the

running aAvay of Slaves.

Of the unsuccessful attempts to escape, none became more

notorious, or excited more attention, by reason of the issues

coming to be involved in it, Ih.'iK that of Collimbus JoKiss, who
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left Pensacola on the 1st of May, 1859, on board a brig bound
for Boston. On the voyage, the mate (who was in command,
the captain being in Massachusetts) discovered him, and put

him in irons, and endeavored to put in at Key West, and after-

ward at Norfolk, in order to land him, but was prevented by
stress of weather. On the 8th of May, the vessel anchored in

Hyannis, Mass., and the mate went ashore and brought oflP" the

captain. On their way, they met Jones, who had escaped from

the vessel, and had hired a man, passing in a skiff, to take him
ashore. By false assurances of safety they persuaded hiru to go

back with them. Learning that a schooner in the harbor was

about to sail to Philadelphia, they offered the master. Captain

Bacoij, 1500 to go out of his course, and carry the Slave to

Norfolk, Va. ; whence he could be sent back to Florida. The
schooner sailed, the next day, Avith Jones chained to the capstan.

AVhen the facts became known, the captains of the brig and of

the schooner, and the mate and the principal owner of the brig,

were indicted for kidnapping. The trial took place at Barn-

stable, beginning on the 15th of November. The defence first

offered a special plea, that Jones was a Fugitive Slave ; that the

defendants arrested him as agents of the owner ; and that the

statutes, under which they were indicted, were unconstitutional.

This plea was overruled, when they pleaded the general issue.

After hearing evidence for nearly two days, and arguments of

counsel for half another, the jury brought in a verdict of ac-

quittal, on the ground that the offence was not committed

within the jurisdiction of Banistable County. But whether

the kidnappers gained anything by the whole transaction is

still, perhaps, open to question. Of one of them, the Boston

correspondent of the New-York Tribune says, "poor Bacon
has fared very hardly. By going out of his way, to serve the

doughface owners of the vessel in which Jones escaped, he

forfeited his freight-money, and has lost the expected profits of

the voyage
;
and, I understand, he has not yet received a dollar

of the bribe by wMch he was bought into Slavery's service." It

would be nothing strange, if men who would employ another

in such a business, should be base enough to cheat him out of

his wages ; and he who would be hired to do it desei'ves small

sympathy if he is thus cheated.
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In arguing the case, on behalf of the kidnappers, Caleb
CusHiNG, titularly honorable, took the ground, that a master,

by the Constitution, has a right, which State laws cannot im-

pair, to seize his Fugitive Slave in any State, and take him
back

;
any coercion, needful to this end, would be no breach of

the peace ; no Act of Congress is required to give this power

;

no i^rocess of law is needed to legalize the seizure and return

;

a Slave, secreting himself upon a ship without the owner's

consent, is in their custody, as an involuntary deposit, and so

continues, while within the jurisdiction of the United States,

UD,til he is returned; a vessel, duly registered in the United

States, is a part of its temtory, unless mthin a foreign jurisdic-

tion ; the entrance of a vessel into the jurisdiction of a State

does not discharge a fugitive on board ; the question, whether

a person is a Slave in any State depends on the United States

laws; any person may recapture and return a Slave, as thie

owner's agent, and, in doing it, may exercise all rights pertaining

to the oAvner ; the agent may be constituted by deed, letter, or

other unsealed proof, acts, or implications
;
subsequent notifica-

tion, by the owner, suffices to confer an agency ; in extradition

of fugitives, agency may ijroceed as in civil proceedings, and

the burden of proof, as to jurisdiction, rests on the prosecutoi*.

Now, if all this is law and Constitution rightly construed, what

safeguard, for his freedom, does it leave to any man within this

"glorious Union ?" Who is secure from seizure, without legal

23rocess, or even conformity to the succinct formalities of the

black statute of 1850, by any scoundrel who may choose to call

himself the agent, made by " impb'cation," of some congenial

scoundrel, in the South, who, hearing of his act, will give the

"subsequent notification" to set all straight? Not Caleb's

honorable self, although, no doubt, he may be safe from seizure

upon other than strictly legal grounds ; his southern masters,

judging it expedient to let him, of pure favor, run at large,

as being, so, more serviceable than in plantation drudgery.

Heaven only knows how much the harder drudgery falls to his

share, however.

Another attempt wliich ended in disaster, was made at

Charleston, S. C, on the 22nd of June, by the Slave of one

Goodrich. He hid himself on board the steamship Marion,

just before its departure for New York; but unfortunately was

6
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found by the steward, betrayed to the captain, and sent back

to his master, " who," the Charleston Mercury is careful to in-

foi-m us, " had him suitably punished at the work-house." As
he was found in the porter's room, the poi*ter, a young Irish-

man, named Francis Mitchell, was suspected of hs.ving aided

him, and was consequently handed over to the authorities

of South Carolina. "The pi-ompt action of Captain Foster
and his steward," says the Mercury, "desei-ves high commen-
dation." After several months" imprisonment, Mitchell Avas

tried, competed, and sentenced to death
;

but, through the

"benignant mercy" of South Carolina, he was pardoned by

the governor, whether because his alleged criminal attempt had

failed, or because his long imprisonment was deemed penalty

enough for a humane act which injured nobody but himself, or

because lie was, as the Mercury tells us, " the sole support of

a widowed mother," or for what special reason, we do not

learn.

About the 1st of July, as the Chicago Press infoi'ms us, three

Slaves of a Captain Fkost, of St. Louis, left him, and went to

Chicago, with intent to settle there. Two men, Notes and

Sjiith, formerly of the city's detective police, tempted by a

reward of % 2,500, which Captain Fkost had offered for his

stray chattels, laid a plot to take them, and with the aid of a

treacherous colored man, named Turxer, and one or two

others, proceeded to execute it. Through their colored accom-

plice they found access to the men, and Noyes pretending to

have bought a farm in the Avestern part of the State, offered

them liberal wages to go and Avork upon it
;

and, to deceive

them more effectually, he took them to the agricultural stores,

to select tools and seeds which he bought ostensibly for their

use. This Avas on the 15th of July, and on that night a second-

class car Avas chartered on the Illinois Central Railroad, and

the unsuspecting victims Avere carried off before any but the

conspirators knew of the plot. The next ncAvs heard of the

poor fugitives was, that on the 18th they Avere landed on an

island opposite St. Louis, and that they Avere cruelly whipped.

The excitement thereupon, in Chicago, was intense. Tdrxer
had to be locked up in a prison-cell, for a time, to guard him

from the fury of the colored people. Warrants Avere issued

for the kidnappers, and Sjiitii, Turner, and another, were
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taken and bound over for trial ; Smith in $ 3,000, and the

others in $1,000 each, but !N"oyES escaped with the blood-

money. The Presa says " this affair has justly made a most

profound sensation here, more so, perhaps, than any like event

for ten years past."

On the night of July 2, an old colored man, named Snow-

DE>r, of Steubenville, Ohio, assisted by colored friend or two,

attempted to carry off his own family from Slavery, in West
Liberty^ Va., but was intercejjted by a party of the citizens,

and after a desperate fight was captured, and, with all Ms com-

pany, committed to jail, in Wheeling, to await trial.

A Slave of Rev. Michael Kobbins, of AVilmington, N". C,

secreted himself on board the schooner Geo. Harris, which left

that port for New York, on the 16th of August. He was

missed, the vessel was pursued and overtaken, and the man was

found. Four colored sailors, Wm. Tubbs, War. Weaver,
John Williams, and Tom Winisfield, were an-ested on the

charge of heljjing his escape ; an offence punishable with death

by the law of North Carolina. They were tried in October,

three were acquitted and two discharged. Wikisfield was

found guilty, against the judge's ch?ige, and for that reason a

new trial was granted; and Tubbs, though acquitted, was

kept in prison, as liable to be indicted again, because, on ac-

count of a defect in the first indictment, he could not have

been sentenced if he had been convicted. The result of the

second trial we have not seen.

xVbout the middle of January, a Dr. Boyd was tried in Wash-
ington city, on a charge of negro-stealing, having been aiTCsted

in Maryland, driving a peddler's wagon towards Pennsylvania,

with a Slave concealed in a box. Though the judge instructed

the jury that the offence was only abduction, and not negro-

stealing, if the prisoner intended to free the Slave, and though

the evidence made it quite clear that such was his intention,

yet, against law and evidence, he was convicted of the higher

offence, and the judge, whose instruction was thus set at noughi;,

refusing, nevertheless, to grant a new trial, sentenced liim to

fourteen years in the penitentiary.



56 REPOKT.

Gases un'dek the Fugitive-Slave Act.

The ye.ir may be said to have begun with an enforcement of the

notorious Act of 1850. About tlie middle of last May, one Jack-

son, for three years before a resident of Behnont Count}', Ohio,

was decoyed to Zanesville, betrayed into the hands of Deputy

Marshal Cox, and taken before a United States Commissioner,

who straightway heard the case, that is, the claimant's side of

it, with locked doors, and doomed the man to Slavery. By
writ of habeas corpus he was then brought before Judge

Marsh, of the State Court, and was declared free ; but was

immediately seized again by Cos and his underling's, and taken

to the railroad station, to be sent off by the next train. The
colored people made a brave fight for a rescue, but were over-

come. Another writ of habeas coi*pus brought him again be-

fore Jxidge Maesh, who, after argument, in which it was con-

tended that the law was unconstitutional, and the certificate

invalid, remanded Mm to the marshal
;
deciding that the cer-

tificate conformed to the law, and that, though "he had no

doubt of the unconstitutionality ot the law," he must yield to

decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States and

various circuit courts. Next morning, the man was sent to

Slavery. The Zanes^dlle Courier closes its relation of these

facts, by declaring that they "insjiired, in all intelligent and

well-disposed people, disgust for an institution which required

such disgraceful proceedings to sustain it, and scorn for those

who, for a paltry pittance, became its willing creatures." The
Baptist Church, in Zanesville, of which Marshal Cox was a

member, promptly excommunicated him for his participation in

the infamous business; thereby extorting from certain sorely

aggrieved Pro-Slavery organ-grinders, the utterance of dismal

forebodings of fearful peril to "this free government" and its

loya] upholdei-s, should such "relentless and blood-thirsty

bigotry" ever come into political power. Very terrible!—
that the official agents of " this free government," in its work

of legalized kidnapping, should be told in a somewhat em-

phatic way that serving Mammon, or Moloch for Mammon's
sake, is not entirely compatible with serving God.

On the 20th of June, Agxes Robixson and her child, Maey,
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were arrested in Washington City, and brought before Judge

Merrick, of the Circuit Court, chiimed as Fugitive Slaves by

David Wither, of Washington County, Maryland. "Tlie

forms of the Fugitive Act," says the Washington States, " were

complied with, and Judge Merrick remanded the woman back

to iragerstown, IMd,, wh -e the question of their right to free-

dom must be determined, the judge having, of course, no power

to decide that point." And pray then, what power had he to

send her back to Maryland ? seeing that, by the express terms

of the Constitution, his only poAver in the premises is, to send

back " persons held to service " by the law of the State they

fled from ; not persons merely claimed as so held. So that

" their right to freedom " is, precisely, the very point to be de-

cided before they can be constitutionally sun'endered. It is a

gi'oss error to sujipose, as so many seem to do, that the same

rule of proceeding applies to fugitives "from service," as to

fugitives "from justice." As to the latter, the proAdsion is, that

a person charged with crime is to be given up, on demand of

the Executive of the State he fled from ; so the truth or false-

liood of the charge affects not the obligation to give him uj).

But, as to the former, it is not a person charged with owing

service Avho is to be given up, but one actually Jield to service
;

and he is to be given up to the person, not who claims his ser-

vice, but to whom it is due. That he oioes it, and oAves it to the

claimant^ are, therefore, just the facts to be proved, in order to

make out an obligation or a right to giA^e him uji. Happily,

however, in the case of Agxes Robinsox and lier child, the

judge's error only delayed, instead of defeating justice ; for a

Maryland jury finally declared them free, under a deed of

manumission from the woman's former master, the father of the

present claimant.

On the 28th of October, John Rice, a colored man, living in

MorroAv County, Ohio, AAdiere he had a wife and child, Avas seized

in Columbus, Avliither a tool of the Slave-hunters had lured him,

on pretense of employing him in a refreshment saloon ; the by-

standers were quieted by being told he was taken for robbery ; he

was ii'oued, locked up in the closet of a railroad car, carried to Cin-

cinnati, and taken immediately before Commissioner Neavhall.

A Avrit of habeas corpus, issued by a judge of the Court of Com-
mon Pleas in Greene County, and served on the marshal, in the

5*
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car, by the sheriif of tliat county, Avas treated witii open con-

tenapt; and a kind-hearted lawyer, who, happemng to be on

the train, volunteered to act as counsel for the prisoner, was not

peiinitted even to see either him or the warrant on which he

was arrested, until they reached the commissioner's office ; and

then, before the lawyer had time to firAsh a brief conversation

with him, and examine the writ, the examination of the claim-

ant's witnesses began. No cross-examination of them was

permitted, though urgently and repeatedly demanded, by the

prisoner's counsel, as a right ; nor was he allowed to offer testi-

mony to prove his freedom, though he affirmed that it could be

established by witnesses in Mor" jw County, if time were given

to produce them. In spite of the enrnest remonstrances of his

counsel, he was surrendered to the claimant, and, at once hur-

ried across the river ; " the whole time of the trial," says the

Cincinnati Gazette, from which we gather this account, " not

occupying more than fifteen minutes." Verily, Commissioner

Newhall is a model commissioner; not more prompt and

eager to earn his $10 fee than faithful to the very inmost sjiirit

and purpose of the Slave-catcher's black statute, in his ener-

getic administration thereof. The Columbus State Journal

mentions persons who had known Rice as living in Morrow
County, for nearly eight years, and as having been married, in

the State, six years
;
whereas, the testimony for the claimant

made it less than five years since he ran away from Virginia.

The Journal thus gives vent to its feeling, at the issue of the

case ;— " Incidents like this, among us, leave no room for indig-

nation or horror at John Brown's invasion. If arms can be

put into this man's hands, to hew his way to freedom by what-

ever killing is necessary, there is not a man or woman in the

State, that will not justify, both the man that armed him and

the man that slew those that enslaved him. See what a narrow

line divides us all, Republicans and Democrats, from old John
Brown !

"

One year, wanting a few days, from the time when the trial

of Daniel "Webster, described in our last Report, was filling

Philadelphia with eicitement by its progress and happy termi-

nation, another case was tried, in that city, reaching a result in

painftil contrast with that of the foiiner year. On Monday, the

26th of March, a man claimed, under the name of Moses Hor-
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3s^ER, as a fugitive fi'om Virginia, was arrested near Hanisburg,

Pa., by tAvo deputy marshals from PMladelphia (oue of thera

bearing the not inappropriate name of Sharkey), and was

brought, the next morning, before Commissioner Cadwalladee,

of the latter city. Notice of the arrest reached the Abolitionists

of the city, on Monday afternoon, and they hastened to make

such preparation for a stout defence as time v/ould allow.

Early on Tuesday morning, counsel for the prisoner sought an

interview with him, at the marshal's office, but it was not

allowed, and the hour appointed for the hearing found them

wholly ignorant of the merits of the case. The court began its

sitting at ten o'clock; B. H. Brewster, notorious at Slave-

hunter's counsel in the Webster case, acted the same part in

this, and Geo. II. Earle, Rylaxd Warrhner, Wm. Bull,

and Edward Hopper volunteered for the defence. A delay

of two or three hours was ootained, against Brewster's oppo-

sition, to enable counsel to confer with the j)risuner, and prepare

for the trial.

In the afternoon, the tiial proceeded. Brewster offered, as

the foundation of his case, a transcript of a record, in a Virginia

county court, to which Hopper and Earle objected, on the

ground that it contained erasures, and gave the prisoner's name

in several different forms. The objection was overruled, and

the document received. Witnesses were then called to prove

the man's identity. In the cross-examination (which was al-

lowed, Cadwallader being, evidently, not quite so perfect a

specimen of the Sl 've-catching commissioner as Newhall), an

attempt was made, once or twice, to bring to light defects in the

claimant's title, but it was not pemiitted; the commissioner

ruling that the only point to be settled was that of identity ;
—

as if the Constitution had not made it equally important to

show that the claim comes from one to whom the sei'vice claim-

ed is due. After the claimant's witnesses had testified, the

court adjourned to ten o'clock the next morning, to give time

for the arrival of witnesses for the defence, who had been sent

for, by telegraph, to Hanisburg ; but none came. One witness

only was examined for the defence ; a colored woman, in Phila-

delphia, who testified that she had seen the prisoner in Penn-

sylvania some months before the time when he was said to have

escaped. The case was then argued ably and at length, for the



60 REPORT.

defence, when the commissioner, declining to hear argmnent on

the other side, ;jurrendered the prey to the spoiler.

By this time a writ of habeas corpus had been obtained from

Judge Allison, of the State Court, and was now served on the

marshal, commanding him to produce the body of Moses, the

next day, at ten o'clock, and show cause why he restrained him
of his liberty. After conference with the United States District

Attorney, the marshal decided to disobey the writ, and sent the

man out of the State early the next morning
;
making return to

the State Court, through his counsel, that he had done so in

obedience to a mandate of the United States Circuit Court. At
our latest intelligence, the hearing before the court, as to the

sufliciency of this return, had not been concluded.

As the marshal's posse were removing the prisoner from the

Commissioner's Court to the jail, a small band of colored people,

moved by a sudden impulse of generous sympathy, made a gal-

lant effort for a rescue, which required the most vigoroas exei*~

tion of the numerous band of ofiicers to defeat it. The rescuers

were at length overpowered, and several of them arrested and

sent to prison. And so ends another chaptfjr in the long history

of the country's disgraceful complicity with man-steaUng.

The Philadelphia Abolitionists, who displayed, throughout,

their Avonted vigilance, promptitude, and determined resolution,

though saddened, seem not to be discouraged by the result.

One of them, writing to the Anti-Slave)')/ Standard^ says that,

" on the whole, though the Slave has been taken back, we do

not feel that we have quite lost our case. "We have made a

good fight, and the enemy has gained a damaging victory. The
feeling of the community is in our favor, and our opponents are

tired of the contest. The marshal and several of his ofKcers

have expressed to our friends tlieir 'hope in God that they

might never have another case.' They know our purpose to

contest every inch of the ground, and to give them all the

trouble in our power. My impression is, that the business of

Slave-catching, in Pennsylvania, has about come to an end."

Tho .Tuvenile Anti-Slavery Society of Philadelphia, an organi-

zation whicli is doing efficient service to our cause, met on the

3rd of April, and passed resolutions appropriate to the late

events, condemning the rendition of Hoexer as " a fresh evi-

dence of" the city's "subserviency to the Slave-power;" de-
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daring tlie striking down of the sacred right to freedom to be

equally " an outrage upon our sense of justice," whether done
" according to the fomis of law, or in violation of them ; and

expressing " sympathy with the colored men awaiting trial for

having obeyed the most generous impulses of our common na-

ture, in a brave attempt to rescue a fellow-creature from a doom

worse than death."

The lasw number of the National Anti-Slavery Standard,

published the 5th of May inst., says that " two men, Allen
Graff and Josiah Hat, alleged to have recently escaped from

Frederic County, Md., have been sent from thi« (New York)

city into Slavery, the present week, by Commissioner Be j.ts,

under the provisions of the accursed Fugitive-Slave Law. It

was done so secretly that it was not known in time for any seri-

ous effort to be made in their behalf. What must be the public

sentiment in this great city, where two h"man beings can be

thus consigTied to life-long bondage, with less excitement than

is caused by sending a common thief to the penitentiary, and

where, of all the pulpits existing therein, there are not, probably,

three, if even so many, that will have courage to rebuke the

outrage!" Courage to rebuke it!— would that this lack of

courage were all we have to deplore in regard to those pulpits.

But how many of them would have the audacity to defend the

outrage, with the Bible before them,— Golden Rule, denuncia-

tions against oppression, " the law made for men-steaiers," the

doctrine of human brotherhood, the Mosaic Fugitive-Servant

Law, and all

!

RBSCtTES ANT) RESCUE-TEIAXSr

On the 27th of April, for the first time since the Fugitive-

Slave Act was passed, an attempt was made to execute it in

Troy, N. Y. ; but not with such success as will be likely, we
think, to induce a hasty repetition of the experiment. Charles

IJ ALLE, the man on whom it was made, was foi-merly a Slave,

in Culpepper County, Va. In October, 1858, he went to

Columbia, Pa., where his wife and three children, emancipated

in Virginia, not long before, were and still are living. He was

pursued, but escaped. Lately he lived, for a time, at Sand
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Lake ;
and, early in April, came thence to Troy, where he was

employed as a coachman. " He is said," the Troy Whig tells

tis, " to have been an excellent and faithful servant." Informa-

tion given to his former master, it is supposed by a reporter for

the " Deirtoci'atic " organ, in Troy, led to his arrest. He " was

handcuffed, and literally dragged " before Comwissiouer Beach,

says a Troy coirespondent of the N'ew-York Trilnme; and,

after a private and very brief examination, was given up to the

master's agent. But, notwithstanding the quiet and secrecy

of the proceeding, word somehow got about, of what was goififf

on ; a large and highly-excited crowd gathered about the office

;

a writ of habeas corpus was obtained from Judge Gould, of

the Supreme Court, and served on the marshal ; and an attempt

was made to take the prisoner before the judge. But, the in-

stant he stepped into the street, the crowd rushed upon him

;

and, after a furious struggle, bore prisoner, officers, and all

toward the ferry ; rescued the captive, and sent him in a skiff

across the rivei*. At the other side, immediately on landing,

he was arrested by a "West-Troy constable, and taken to a

justice's office, locked in, and guarded by several officers and

the "West-Troy postmaster, armed with pistols. The crowd <>q

the Troy side, meanwhile, rushed to the steam ferry-boat, and

hundreds crossed over;, followed N"alle to the office, and, in

spite of a stubborn resistance by the officers, burst open the

door, seized the prisoner, and, in a few minutes more, "the

fastest horse in West Troy " was conveying him, with two well-

armed companions, toward a land of freedom. " This incident,"

adds the Tribunes correspondent, "has developed a more

intense Anti-Slavery spirit here, than was ever known before."

And the correspondent of the Times bears witness that " the

rescuers numbered many of our most i-espectable citizens,

—

lawyers, editors, public men, and private individuals. The rank

and file, though, were black, and African fury is entitled to

claim the greatest share in the rescue."

A man, claimed as a Fugitive Slave by one Phillips, of

Missouri, ^ as brought, by writ of habeas corpus, in October

last, from Union County, Bl., to Ottawa, La Salle County, for a

hearing, under the Fugitive-Slave Act, before Chief Justice

Gaton, at his chambers
;
Deputy Marshal Albright claiming

to hold him under a writ issued by the United States Commis-
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sioiier of tlie southern district of Illinois. The liearing took

place on the 20th, and resulted in the remanding of the prisoner

to the marshal
; whereupon a cro\\"d, including some of the best

and most respectable people of the place, pressed upon the

marshal, took the man from his hands, hurried him into a car-

riage waiting in readiness, and sent him at full speed out of town.

At the November term of the United States District Court, in

Chicago, eight citizens of Ottawa were indicted for ])articipation

in the rescue ; and three of them, Dr. Stout- and his brother,

and JoiiN HossACK, were arrested and lodged in the Cliicago

jail. Bail was promptly offered, and, though at first declined,

was afterwards, at the urgent solicitation of tiieir friends, ac-

cepted by two of the prisoners; the other, Dr. Stout, still

refusing, and a-sraiting in prison the time of trial. Three others,

the day before the trials began, hearing that warrants were

issued for them, sent for an officer to meet them at the railroad

station, pxit themselves into his hands, and were lodged in jail.

The trials took place at the February term of the United States

District Court, beginning on the 28th, and resulting, after some
difficulty in getting juries to agree, in the conviction of IIos-

SACK, Dr. Stout, and a Mr. Kikg ; with a recommendation to

the mercy of the court." The Government seems, then, to have

abandoned the other cases. "The sympathy of the people,"

says a Chicago correspondent of the ISTew-York Tribune, "is

entirely Avith " the rescuers
; who, he adds, are " some of the

best ai)d purest men in Illinois," and whom "everybody re-

spects as good men." The court wishrjg to consult Judge

McLeak, of the Supreme Court, on soi'ie points of law in-

volved in the case, the pronouncing of sentcuce was postponed

to the next term.

At the date of our last Report, the trial of the Oberlin rescuers

of JoHX Rice was still in progress ; Simeox Bushnell had
been convicted, and the case of Ciiarlef H. Langstox was
before the court. On the 10th of May ?'jist, Lak^gstojs's case

was given to the jury; who, after a half-hour's coisultation,

pronounced him guilty. On the 11th, EusnsrELL was Sentenced

to sixty day's imprisonment, a HiV'. of $800, and costs of prose-

cution. On the same day, the sheriff of Lorain County arrested

Jexxings, Mitchell, and Dav..?, indicted, as inenticied iu our

last Report, for an attempt to kidnap Rice ; and they were
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bound over for trial. The next day, Langston was called \\n

to receive his sentence, and, to the customary question, whether

he had anything to say why sentence should not be pronounced

upon him, responded in a noble speech, full of vigorous elo-

quence, undaunted courage, and a. spMt of thorough manliness

;

blending a genuine modesty with a dignified self-respect, which

commanded the respect of all who heard him, not excepting

even the judge who was abc at to deal with him as a convicted

criminal. Scarcely, indeed, could there have been upon the

bench itself, at that moment, an exception to the feeling which

must have been wellnigh, if not altogether, universal in the

crowded court room ; that the well-marked contrast between the

judicial tool of tyranny, and the unblenching " convict," brave-

ly \'iridicating his just and generous " crime," was anything but

favorable to the formei*. As the speech came to a close, with

these emphatic words,— "I will do all I can for any man thus

seized and held, though the inevitable penalty, of six months

irapriyonraent and $1,000 fine for each ofience, hangs over me

:

we have a common humanity
;
you would do so, your manhood

would require it
;
and, no matter what the laws might be, you

would honor yourself in doing it; your friends would honor

you for doing it; your children, to all generations, would hon-

or you for doing it ; and every good and honest man would say

you had done right
;
"— all the efforts of the court and marshal

could not prevent its being greeted with loud and prolonged

applause. The judge was, or affected to be, favorably influ-

enced by the speech. "You have," said he, "presented con-

siderations, to which I shall attach much weight. ******
I am constrained to say, that the penalty in your case should

be comparatively light." It was, "therefore," made twenty

days' imprisonment, $100 fine, and the costs of prosecution.

The trial of the remaining cases was, on motion of the prose-

cutor, postponed to a future term; and the prisoners were

consigned to the Cuyahoga County jail.

As the Ohio Supreme Court's refusal of the application for a

writ of habeas corpus, before any of the prisoners had been

sentenced, was on the ground tint the cases were still pend-

ing ; and as that left the question open whether the writ would

not be granted after sentence, a second application on behalf

of BcrsHKrELL and Langstox, was made to J-.dge Scott, of
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that court, on the 17th of May. He immediately issued it,

returnable before the full bench ; and the sheriff, of Cuyahoga
County, disregarding a written protest from the United States

Marshal, against the removal of the men fi-om jail, took them
to Columbus, and, in obedience to the writ, brought them be-

fore the court on the morning of the 25th; when the case

was argued at much length by A. G. Riddle and the State's

Attorney General, Wolcott, in favor of discharging the pris-

oners ; and on the other side, a piinted brief, merely stating

points and citing authorities, was presented without oral argu-

ment. The court took till the 30th to consider its opmion,

when the discharge was refused, by three judges against, to two
in favor of granting it.

The positions taken by the majority, Chief Justice Swan
and Judges Scott and Peck, were, that the Constitution, in

the fourtli article, second section, guarantees to the owner of an

escaped Slave the right of reclamation; that intentionally to

interfere for the purpose of rescuing an escaped Slave from the

owner, is to violate the Constitution, whether the Acts of 1793

and 1850 are constitutional or not ; that the question, in this

case, is Jiot whether the Act of 1850 is constitutional, in certain

specified particulars, but Avhether Congress can pass any law

for the reci^ciation of Slaves; that Congress has, from the

earliest period, ^vindicated the constitutional right of the

Slave-owner against, :;mlawful interference; that such legisla-

tion, beginning when vn.'iiiy of the framers of the Constitution

Avere in Congress, has been acquiesced in by all departments

of government, National and State, and the power of Congress

has been recognized by the Supreme Court of the United

States, and of every State where the question has been made

;

tiiat if judges can overrule this unbroken current of decisions,

then there is no limit upon judges, at any time, or under any

circumstances; and that Avhatever difference of opinion may
exist as to the power of Congress to punish rescues, as provided

in the Acts of 1793 and 1850, its enactment of such laws is

no such vital blow to constitutional rights or State sovereignty,

as to demand of this court the organization of resistance.

Judges Beinkeehoff and Sutliff dissented. The former

held that the indictments, under which the prisoners were con-

victed, were fotally defective in not averring that the rescued man
6
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was held to service in Kentucky, " u'tider the, laws thereof; " that

this defect is an illegality, for without the omitted words no
crime is charged, and, consequently, the judgment of the United

States District Court, on the indictments, is extra-judicial and

void ; that on the face of the record, it appears that the person

rescued had been " deprived of his liberty without due process

of law," or any color of process, and therefore the rescue was

no crime, and any judicial procedure treating it as a crime, is

unconstitutional and void ; that the Acts of Congress referred

to, and all warrants issued under them, are unconstitutional

and void, because they attempt to confer judicial povver upon

commissioners, who are not ap))ointed and paid in the manner

in which the Constitution requires that all judicial function-

aries should be
;
that, therefore, the commissioner's warrant is

a nullity, and to rescue a person held under it is no crime, and

imprisonment to punish such rescue is an illegal restraint of

liberty ; that Congress has, under the Constitution, no legisla-

tive power on the subject of rendition of fugitives from labor,

as is evident, both from the language of the Constitution and

from the historv of its formation, that such rendition belonars

exclusively to the States, and is to be performed by their laAvs

and functionaries ; tliat the question is not settled by the

usuqjation of Congress, sanctioned by the Federal Judiciary,

through the medium of lame and contradictory reasonings, un-

warranted assumjitions, and false history ; for the decisions of a

usurping party, in favor of its own assumptions, can settle

nothing; that the State decisions, the same way, have been de-

cisions of acquiescence, rather than of independent inquiry;

that the agreement with himself, of such jurists as IIorx-

BLOWER, Walworth, and Webster, on this subject, and the

admission of a majority of his brethren that they would be

with him if this were a new question, show that it is not set-

tled ; that contemporaneous construction speaks -with a divided

voice, for though Congress legislated early on the subject, so

did nearly or quite every one of the old States, and State legis-

lation on it continued till the United States Supreme Court, in

the Prigg case, in 1842, assumed for the Federal Government

exclusive control of it
;
that, moreover, that court, by over-

turning, in the Dred Scott case, all its own previous decisions

as to the power of Congress over the Territories, has invited

us back to the consideration of first principles ; and neither it



RESCUES AXD KESCUE-TEIALS. 67

nor those avIio rely on its authority, have a right to complain if

W'c accept the invitation ; that only through the action of (he

State governments can the reserved rights and jtowei's of the

States be preserved, and the guarantees of individual liberty be

vindicated ; and that if the Federal Government is conceded

to be, in the last resoit, the authoritative judge of its own pow-

ers, the limitations of the Constitution will soon be obliterated,

and that government will become practically omnipotent.

Judge SuTLiFF held that the Fugitive-Slave Act is uncon-

stitutional, both bc^uBu 'Congress has no power to legislate on

the subject, and because the Act is repugnant to express provi-

sions of the Constitution, in giving conmiissioners judicial

jiower, in denying a jury-trial, withholding due process of law,

and subverting the laws of the States for the j^rotection of the

rights of their citizens ; that the State and Federal Judiciaries

are left by the Constitution independent of each other, and it is

the right and. duty of the former not to suffer a question to be

settled .'IS to any case coming before it, against its own convic-

tions of the rights of the State or its citizens ; and that this is

the only position to maintain, with due respect toward the Fede-

ral Judiciary, the independent State sovereignty contemplated

by the framers of the Federal Government.

As soon as the decision was given, Marslial Joiinsox and the

District Attorney told the sheriff that the journey made to Co-

lumbus, by his 25risoners, in obedience to the writ of the State

Court, must be regarded as a constructive escape from jail, and

six days must be added to their terra of imprisonment, in place

of the six spent in the journey and at Columbus. But the

sheriff, under advice of counsel, took a different view of his

duty, and refused to detain them beyond the time first set.

Langstox was accordingly discharged, two days after, on the

1st of June; his twenty days having then expired.

As the day approached— July 6— set for the trial of the

kidnappers, Loave, Davis, and their Kentucky employers, fore-

bodings of pretty certain conviction weighed heavily upon their

minds, and naturally prompted plans to shun the issue. They
tried, at first, for a judicial release, by the writ of habeas corpus.

By fidsely swearing that they were " illegally restrained of their

liberty," when in fact they were at large, on bail, they easily

enough obtained the writ from Judge McLean ; but to make
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it available, tliey must get into custody before the trial should

begin; and, unfortunately for them, the Lorain sheriff, by a
" very remarkable coincidence," had urgent business elsewhere

whenever they attempted to give themselves into his keeping.

So this plan failed. Negotiation Avas next employed. The
Cleveland Skrald says, that several weeks before the day of

trial, " some of the Federal officials proposed to some outside

friends of the rescuers, that the latter should plead nolo conten-

^/ere^ receive the mild fine of $20 each, and pay the costs ; and

the prosecution of the kidnappers should be abandoned. The
offer was indignantly spurned." At last, however, only one

day before the time of trial, the counsel of the kidnappers,

R. H. Stanton, al Kentucky, prevailed on tlie United States

District Attorney, not without much urgency, iL is said, to

consent that better terms should be proposed
;
in\ effect, that

if Lorain County would stop where it was, so would the

Federal Government. This offer was accordingly made to

the Lorain prosecutor; and, on the 6th of July, was accepted.

All the pending prosecutions, on both sides, were abandoned

;

and all the unconvicted prisoners wei'e at once set free.

Differing judgments have been passed upon this result. The
Pro-Slavery " Democratic " press treated it as a signal defeat

of law and order, a victory of fanaticism and faction. Says the

Cleveland Plaindealer^ edited by the Cleveland postmaster,

" the Government has been beaten, at last with law, justice, and

facts, all on its side ; and Oberlin, with its rebellious higher-law

creed, is triumphant." On the other hand, the gi'eat majority

of the people in Northern Ohio, and, it would, perliaps, be safe

to say, in the North generally, seem to haA'e regarded it as a

substantial triumph of justice and freedom over iniquity en-

trenched behind the forms of law. The ClcA'cland Leader

says, with evident satisfaction, "the attempt to enforce tlie

Fugitive-Slave Act on the Western Reserve, by government

officials, for political effect, has resulted in a most disastrous

defeat of the projectors, and of the whole scheme," And
again, "it was the unanimous opinion of the public in general,

and of the Plaindealer in particular, tliat it was a triumph ; not

a mere triumph, but a decided triumpli for the rescuers." The

Cleveland Herald even ventured the assertion, that " this has

put an end to nigger-catching in Northern Ohio." The San-
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dusky Commercial Beyister exclaims, "what greater triumpli

could Freedom ask? The very hand which has been menac-

ingly raised to crush her out, has been employed to place the

laurels of victory upon her brow." A dispatch from Cleveland

to tlie New-York Tribune, on the 6th of July, says, the Gov-

ernment has backed down, and fully discharged the Oberlin

rescuers, without trial or any concession on the part of the

prisoners. One liundred guns are now firing in honor of

the victory." The hundreds wlio gathered, as fast as the news

sj^read, to congratulate the prisoners on their release, hailed it

as a " signal triumph ;
" and Judge Beaytok, of ISTewburgh,

in an eloquent speech, at the railroad station,— whither an

inmiense crowd, with martial music and jubilant shouts, es-

corted them,— regarded the event as cause of congratulation

to them, to their friends, and to the nation.

A series of resolutions, adopted by the prisoners themselves,

before leaving the jail, shows that, at all events, they did not

feel themselves " subdued ;
" for, in one of them, they declared,

that, " after all which has been inflicted on us, in the attempt to

enforce the Fugitive-Slave Act, our hatred and opposition to it

are more intense than ever. No fine or imprisonment, how-

ever enforced, by Avhatever court, can induce us to yield

obedience ; we will, hereafter, as we have, heretofore, help the

fugitive to oscajie from those who ^vould enslave him, under

Avhatever authority they may act." And the "nearly three

thousand," who came out at Oberlin to greet their return,

almost literally em^jtying the town upon the border of the

railroad, and then packing it into the great church
;
welcoming

them, in the words of Pi-ofessor Moxiioe, with "unqualified

satisfaction and heartfelt joy;" did certainly receive them with

a welcome befitting only the return of victors from a well-won
field

;
and, moreover, manifested their conviction tliat Oberlin

was still unconquered, by unanimously "resolving," in full

assembly, and requesting the Town Council to enter on the

records of the village, " that, in view of all the consequences

attendant upon this prosecution, and all the light shed upon the

subject, we exi^ress our greatly increased abhon'cnce of the Fu-

gitive-Slave Act ; and avow our determination, that no fugitive

shall ever be taken from Oberlin, either with or without a

warrant, if we have pov>'er to prevent it."

(i*
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There was truth, too, wc believe, in the eloquent professor's

vvords of greeting, when he said, " you have come back without

the shadow of a stain upon that strict integiity, which it is the

duty and privilege of a Christian Anti-Slavery man to cherish.

You have raade no compromises with Slavery. There has been

no bowing of the body, no bending of the knee. Erect, as God
made you, you went into prison

;
erect, as God made you, you

have come out of prison." For, whatever may be thought of

the transaction which immediately led to their release, we have

heard of nothing connecting them with any questionable fejiture

of it. They were not parties, we are told, to the negotiation of

the compromise
;
nor, so far as appears, were they consulted

about it at any stage of its progress.

But if to them, personally, the victor's palm may fairly be

awarded, still, whether on the whole the issue of the contest

was the signal victory for right and freedom, which so many
have believed it, admits of serious question, and is more than

doubted among the more radical of Anti-Slavery men. They
think that the State of Ohio— whatever may be said of those of

its upright citizens persecuted for a just, humane, and Christian

act— has failed to do its duty, or maintain its dignity, or assert

its rightful sovereignty against the aiTogant assumptions of the

Slave-f>ower ; that a majority of its Supreme Court has either

faltered through fear, or betrayed the right through symi)athy

with the wrong ; that the authorities of Lorain County have

sadly erred in consenting to a comjiromise which lets a gang of

kidnappers go unpunished, in order to save a company of

righteous men from the apprehended consequences of their

fidelity to right ; and that thus the principle at stake has not

been clearly vindicated, nor any ground of firm assurance won,

against a repetition of the outrages perpetrated heretofore.

They say, that, if the rescuers were guilty of no crime, and

deserved no punishment, the State was bound to liberate them,

unconditionally, by an act of unbought justice
;
but, if they had

incun'ed the just penalty of violated law, it had no right to

buy exemption for them by compromising the claims of law

and justice in the case of other men, criminal or innocent
;

or,

if it were still uncertain, till the trial should reveal it, what was
their reiation to righteous law, that question ought to have

been settled first, before attempting to decide what could only,
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after that, be intelligently decided. So, too, if the alleged

kidnappers had been indicted with good cause, say they, there

could be no good cause for releasing them without tiial ; leav-

ing them, if innocent, under an unjust imputation of guilt;

permitting them, if guilty, to escape deserved punishment.

It is not easy to escape the force of this reasoning, as against

the Governments, both State and Federal (for both are in like,

if not equal, condemnation)
;

or, we might say, against the

people at large, whose fault it is, if these Govei'nments are not

the exponents and executors of their Avill. But, in relation

to the struggling cause of Freedom, and its few and faithful

champions wheresoever found, the result may be pi-onounced a

victory; not a complete one, it is true, or to be i-egarded with

unqualified satisfaction, but still (considering against what for-

midable odds it has been won,— of wicked statutes, and consti-

tutional provisions, and judicial i^recedents, and courts eager to

frame mischief by a la"\r, and a corrupt, Pro-Slavery admin-

istration, and, we fear it must be said, scheming j^oliticians, M'ho,

avoveing friendliness to freedom, consent to compromise her

claims for personal or j^art}"^ ends), an event to rejoice at and

be thankful for, as one step forward in the march to final

triumph. Even if it should be said, that nothing was Avon but

an exchange of prisoners, better that, than, as too often has

happened, the escape of the Slave-hunters unscathed, while

the rescuers suflfer all which base and tyrannical officials had

meditated against them. Moreover, considered as a mere ex-

change of prisonere, the advantage was with the friends of

Freedom ; for they gained more than three for one.

Not, howevei", through the action of courts or government

officials. State or Federal, or both, did this contest exert its best

influence for the right. It stimulated discussion, roused popu-

lar feeling, extended and deepened the abhorrence felt toward

Slave-eatching and Slave-catchers' black acts, and all the ex-

ecutive and judicial machinery of legalized man-stealing, and

called forth many an emphatic utterance of that sentiment, from

pulpit; and press, and public meeting, and so helped on the

preparation of the public mind for that inevitable death-grapple

with the Slave-power, toward which all events are surely drift-

ing us. While the affiiir was still in progress, large and en-

thusiastic gatherings wei*e held at Jefferson, Painesville, and



72 EEPOBT.

many Other places; at which stirring speeches were made, and

strong resolutions were adopted, manifesting a hearty sympa-

thy with the men of Oberlin, and the cause for which they

were suffering. Of these, the largest, and behind none in en-

thusiasm, was held at Cle"veland, on the 24th of May, in answer

to a call sigiied by five hundred persons, including judges and

lawyers, and distinguished citizens of various professions and

pursuits. The Cleveland papers state that, at the lowest esti-

mate, from ten to twelve thousand persons were present.

Among the speakers were J. R. Giddings, who presided;

Gov. Chase, judge Tilden, Judge SpAULnma, E. Wade, J.

M. Root, E. K. Cartter, and other men of note. Resolu-

tions were adopted, "by a thundering vote," denouncing the

Dred Scott Decision, the Fugitive-Slave Act, the proceedings

of the District Court in the pending rescue-trials, the sub-

serviency of the United States Supreme Court to objects of

party politics, and the Pro-Slavery policy of the Federal Ad-
ministration

;
declaring that the Federal Government was not

made the final judge of the extent of its own powers, but

that "each party [Federal and State Government] has an

equal right to judge for itself, as well of infractions as of the

mode and measure of redress ;
" affirming the indispensable

need of an amendment of the Federal Judiciaiy system; ex-

pressing cordial sympathy with the imprisoned rescuers, and

recommending " that a fond be raised for their relief and in-

demnification."

Mr. GiDDiNGS advocated an Immediate application, to the

nearest judicial officer, for a writ of habeas coi-pus on behalf

of all the prisoners; and was ready, if all peaceful means

should fail, to maintain the liberty of the people against the

Fugitive-Slave Act by force. He called on all who would

submit to tyranny to speak out, but none replied. He asked

all to speak who were resolved to resist the enforcement of that

Act, when all other means fail, and was answered with a
" deafening roar from thousands of voices." J. M. Root said,

if the courts would not release the prisoners, " we would have

another meeting to talk it over." He thought that " whatever

else might happen, Ohio shall not, in God's name she shall not,

be made a hunting-ground for Slave-catchers." Gov. Chase

spoke of the rescuers as " some of the most respected citizens
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of the State, and as wrongfully imprisoned for an act. which

not one man in ten thousand would say was not right
;

"

}Dledged liimself, as chief executive of the State, that if the

State Courts should issue process for the release of any pris-

oner, it should be executed ; declared that the editor of the

Plaindeahr had uttered truth in saying, when the Fugitive-

Slave Act was passed, that "it was infernal in its origin;"

but he " did not counsel revolutionaiy measures ;"**#**
" the great remedy is in the people, at the ballot-box."

Just before the governor's arrival, the meeting had adopted,

with enthusiasm, a resolution, appointing J. R. Giddings, and

two other able lawyors, a committee to cany out the sugges-

tion of Mr. GiDDiNGS, as to an immediate application for a

writ of habeas coipus. We cannot help believing that if this

movement had been promptly made, and some one of the

magistrates, then on the ground, had issued the writ, immedi-

ately returnable, its service— with the governor at hand to

sanction it, and his jjledge fresh from his lips, that the process

of the State Courts should be enforced, and a of ten

thousand eager volunteers at call, and the sheriff^ in whose im-

mediate custody the prisoners were, much more than willing

to obey the writ— would have been eminently easy; and,

with all due forms of law, the men might have been set free

in the presence of the rejoicing multitude, and such a moral

victory won, moreover, as would have made the minions of

the Slave-power shrink from any attempt to reiin*est them, or

would have ensured the right another triumph, had the con-

test been renewed. That would have been a day's work to go

home from with honest exultation. That it was not done,

there seems, in view of all the circumstances, but too much
reason for believing was due to the countervailing influence of

Gov. Chase. That he held back the enthusiasm of Che crowd,

and did his utmost to prevent decisive action, is the impres-

sion sedulously given by one of the more " conseiwative,"— in

plainer English phrase, Pro-Slavery,— of his own party organs.

The Cincinnati Commercial says, "his influence was potent

in the preservation of peace. His Avords were calculated to

restore public tranquillity,— not to influence the rage of fanati-

cism. He gave the people good counsel, of which they stood

greatly in need. If there is any portion of the community
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more conservative than another, that portion should be esiie-

cially gi'ateftil to the governor for his presence in Cleveland."

And after his arrival at the meeting, all we hear of the Commit-
tee on the habeas corpus is, that "it subsequently met, and, Mr.

GiDDiNos dissenting, decided to await the decision of the Su-

preme Court in the cases of Bushnell and Langston." What
the decision was, we have already stated. It has been publicly

declared on the authority of "an influential member of the

Republican party, in Ohio," that the decision was such as it was,

through " fear of injuring Chase's presidential prospects." And
though, at the nomination, following soon after, for Chief Jus-

tice of the Supreme Court, Judge Swan was not deemed by

his party available enough to be re-nominated
;
yet, on the other

hand. Judge Spaulding, the choice of the more Anti-Slavery

portion of the party, failed to get a single ballot in the nomina-

ting Convention, and a conqyromise was made upon Judge

Gholson^ a conservative, who,— the Cincinnati papers say,

and he does not deny,— approves Judge Swan's decision.

The Oberlin rescue-cases came to an end on the 14th of

July, with a brilliant ovation to Busunell, on his discharge

from prison at the expiration of his sentence. An immense

crowd, with banners and a band of music, escorted him from

the prison to the <;ars, and took leave of him with hearty

cheers. Many accompanied him to Oberlin, where he was

greeted with a hundred guns, by an artillery comjiany from

Cleveland, which had preceded him for the purpose, and by

the joyftil shouts of five thousand people, in whose behalf Pro-

fessor Faikchild met him with a speech of welcome. Then

moved the long procession to the church, where speeches from

J. R. GiDDiNGS, Judge Spaulding, and other eloquent orators,

singing by a choir of a hundred and fifty voices, music by instru-

mental bands, and other appropriate expressions of the genei-al

exultation, filled the long summer afternoon ; and not till 6 o'clock

the final words were spoken and the multitude dispersed.

Our last Report made mention of the case of a free colored

man, in Washington, awaiting trial, on the charge of harboring

his own son, a Slave. He was tried, and convicted on the 28th

of March
;
though all that was proved against him was, that

the boy having run off", he knew not whither, he did not give

him up on demand of the officer sent for him; nor, at the
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officer's request, go in search of him, and bring him back. After

waiting in prison forty-nine days, without a bed and with poor

and scanty food, he was sentenced, on the 16th of May, to pay

a fine amounting, with costs, to about $ 200, and to remain in

prison till it should be paid. His name is Emanuel Mason.

He was, formerly, a Slave in Maryland ;
but, some years ago,

being crippled with inflammatory rheumatism, and given up by

the doctors, as incurable, his mistress sold him to himself, for

$ 300, after finding that no one else would give so much for

him. Having paid for himself, by instalments, and meanwhile

partially recovered his health, his wife being still a Slave, he

hired her time hj the year, and tliey kept house in Washington,

and reared several children, wholly at their own expense, his

wife's mistress apjn'opriating them, as they became old enough

to be sold or put to service. " Little Ben," a boy of ten years,

whom he was convicted of Jiarhoring, was his youngest child,

and, for two or three years, the only one the plunderers of his

home had left him. A number of respectable citizens of

Washington, who had knoAvn Mason for years, in petitioning

the judge for a lenient sentence, declared him " to be an indus-

trious, moral, temperate, poor, iteacable, honest, man." And
such a man it is, who is robbed of his children, one by one, then

of his wife (who had been taken from him about a year before

little Ben's escape), and, at last, jiunished with barbarous

severity for not joining the hunt to run down the last young-

ling of his little flock, and, with his own hands, give him over

to the devourers. On the 23d of January last, almost ten

months after his conviction, the Washington corj'cspondent of

the Anti-Slavery Standard writes, that "he lies in jail^ a

wretched old man ; his fine unpaid, and he complains bitterly

of the treatment he receives," But, on the 7tli of February,

the same writer says, "President Buchanan has jiardoned

Manuel ]\Iason out of jail, and remitted his fine."

John Beown.

The year just past mil long be memorable for the bold

attempt of John Brown and his companions to burst the

bolted door of the southern house of bondage, and lead out the

captives, by a more effectual way than they had yet known

;



76 KEPORT.

an attempt, in wliicL, it is true, the little band of heroes dashed

themselves to bloody death
;
but, at the same time, shook the

prison-walls from summit to foundation, and shot wild alarm into

evevy .tyrant-heart in all the Slave-land. What were the plans

and purposes of the noble old man is not precisely known, and,

perhaps, will never be
;
but, whatever they were, there is reason

to believe they had been long maturing,— brooded over silently

and secretly, with much earnest thought, and under a solemn

sense of religious duty. As early as the fall of 1857, he began

to organize his band, chiefly from among the coiiipanions of his

warfare against the Border Ruffians in Kansas. Nine or ten of

these spent the winter of 1857-8 in Iowa, where a Col. Forbtss

was to have given them military instruction
;

but, lie having

fallen out with Brown, did not join them ; and Aaron D.

Stevkxs, one of the company, took his place.

About the -middle of April, ] 858, they left Iowa, and went

to Chatham, Canada, whore, on the 8th of May, was held a

convention, called by a written circular, Avhich was sent to such

pe)"3ons only as could be trusted. The convention was com-

posed mostly of colored men, a few of whom were from the

States, but the greater pai't I'esidents in Canada ; with no white

men but the organized band already mentioned. A "Provi-

sionfj Constitution," which Broavkt had previously prepared,

was adopted, and the members of the convention took an oath

to 6ui)port it. Its manifest purpose was to insure a perfect or-

ganization of all who should join the expedition, whether free

men or insurgent Slaves ; and to hold them under such strict

control as to restrain them from every act of wanton or vindic-

tive violence, all waste or needless destruction of life or property,

all indignity or unnecessary severity to prisoners, and all im-

moral practices ; in short, to keep the meditated movement free

from every possibly avoidable evil ordinarily incident to the

armed uprising of a long-oppressed and degraded people. Be-

ginning with a preamble, which declares Slavery in the United

States to be a " most barbarous and unprovoked war, by one

portion of the citizens against another, the only conditions of

which are perpetaal imprisonment and servitude, or absolute

extermination," it goes on to deal with Slave-holders and their

abettors according to the principles of civilized warfare. But,

though it provides for the choice of executive, legislative, and
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judicial officers of the organization, bearing the same titles as

those of the United States, it expressly disclaims any purpose

to overthrow any government, state or general, or to dissolve

the IJjiion, or to look to anything more than "amendment and

repeal." Bkowx was unanimously chosen commander-in-chief

of the little army, and J. 11. Kagi, A. D. Stevens, Albert
Hazlett, Joiix E. Cooke, and others, as subordinate military

officers ; Iv vgi was made secretary of war, and Richard Realp
(who afterwards deserted the enterprise), secretary of state. It

was intended to proceed, at once, to action
;

but, when the

convention closed, news came that Forbes had betrayed their

design to the government; and this, with intelligence from

Kansas, which Broavx regarded as rendering his presence there

advisable, caused the expedition to bo jiostponed; and the

company soon after disbanded.

In the summer of 1859, BROvrx, under the assumed name of

S^riTii, liiicd a farm in Maryland, known as the Kennedy farm,

on which were three unoccupied houses, about five miles from

Harper's Ferry, in Virginia ; and thither, from time to time, his

follower gathered, and arms and munitions of war were trans-

ported, carefully boxed up, and passing as farming tools, and

implements to be used in the oiJoning of mines, which it was

mvcn out were to be worked somewhere in that region. About

two hundred Sharp's rifles and two hundred revolvers had been

procured, nearly three years before, and depof'^ed, for a time, at

Tabor, Iowa, and afterward in Ashtabula Gov Ohio ; whence

they were taken, first to Chambersburg, Pa., and then to

Bkowx's hired house, in Maryland. To these were added a

thousand or fifteen hundred pikes, manufactured in Connecticut,

and a few swords and bayonets. While these preparations were

going on, tlu; Government received distinct, though anonymous,

warning of the approaching movement. The following letter

was received by Secretary Floyd, not long after its date
;
but,

strangely enough, does not appear to have led to any action or

investigation on the part of the Government.

"CiisciNXATr, Aug. 20, 1859.

" Sir,— I have lately received information of n movement of

so GREAT IMPORTANCE that I feel it to be my duty to

impart it to you without delay. I have discovered the existence

7
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of a secret association, havint? for its object THE LIBERA-
TlOlSr OF THE SLAVES, AT THE SOUTH, BY A GEN-
ERAL INSURRECTION". The leader of tlie niovemciit is

OLD JOHN BROWN, late of Kansas. He has been in

Canada, daring the whiter, drilling tJie negroes there, and they
are only Avaitnig his word to start for the South, to assist the
Slaves. They have one of the leaduig men, a white man, in an
ai-mory in Maryland ; where it is situated, I have not been able

to learn. As soon as everything is ready, those of their num-
ber who are in the Northern States and Canada are to come, in

small companies, to their rendezvous, which is in the mountains
in Virginia. They will pass doAvn through Pennsylvania and
Maryland, and enter Virghiia at HAra>Eu's FEiiRv. Brown
left the North about three or four weeks ago, and will AltJii

THE NEGROES and strike the ulow in a few weeks, and so

that whatever is done must be done at once. They have a

large quantity of arms at their rendezvous, and probably distri-

buting them already- As I am not fullv in their confidence,

this is all the information I can give you. I dare not sign my
name to this, but I trust that you will not disregard the warn-
ing on that account."

Redpath's Biography of Bkowx states, that the night of

October 24 was the time originally set for the descent on

Harper's Ferry ; and the chief reason for the change, Avliich was

suddenly made, to an earlier day, was said by one of the com-

pany to be, " that they susi>ected there Avas a Judas " among

them. "But this decision," Redpatii adds, "however neces-

sary, was unfortiniate ; for the men from Canada, Kansas, Ncav

England, and the neighboiing Free States, Avho had been told

to be prepared for the event on the 24tli of October, and were

ready to do their duty at Harper's Ferry, at that time, Avere un-

able to join their captain at this earlier period. Many, Avho

started to join the liberators, halted half Avay ; for the bloAv had

already been struck, and their captain made a captive. The

negroes, also, in the neighboring counties, Avho had promised to

be ready on the 24th of October, Averc confused by this precipi-

tate attack; and, before they could act in concert, Avere

Avatched, overpoAvered, and deprived of every chance to join

their heroic liberators." What are the grounds for belief in

these statements, Ave have no means of knoAving, nor Avould

they be likely to be disclosed, as events have turned ; but the

exten'siA^e preparation of arms and munitions, so far beyond

Avhat his actual folloAvers coidd use, Avould certainly seem to
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argue Bkown's own expcctniion of a much larger force when
tlie decisive hour should come ; and from all we knoM'' of Ins

character, it a])pears more prol)ablc that he liad substantial rea-

sons for his expectation, than that he deliberately acted, in a

matter of such moment, o)i vague and grouTidless hojies. If the

time, when the v^'liole truth al)out this enterprise can be safely

revealed, should come while those yet live who can reveal it,

amazement at its boldness may possibly, in part, give place to

admiration of its sagacity ; and agreement may be general with

the opinion of a bitterly hostile critic, Vallaxdigham, the Pro-

Slaveiy Congressman of Southern Ohio, that " certainly it was

one fif the best-planned and best-executed conspiracies that

ever railed."

But, leaving speculation, we return to known facts. On Sun-

da}^ evening, October 16, the invaders held their final council,

and, after full discussion, decided xmanimously for immediate

action. Tliis done, Bkown said, " now, gentlemen, let me press

this one thing on your minds. You all know how dear life is to

you, and how dear your lives are to your families ; and in re-

membering that, consider that the lives of others are as dear to

them as yours are to you : do not, therefore, take the life of any

one, if you can possibly avoid, it ; but if it is necessary to take

life in order to save your own, then make sure work of it."

That niglit, a little after ten, he entered Harper's Ferry with

twenty-one followers (sixteen Avliite and five colored), extin-

guished the lights of the town, occupied the buildings of the

United States Armory, and took prisoners the three watchmen

and the watchman of the Potomac bridGfc. Others, outside of

the town, cut the telegraph "\\^ires, and, somcAvhat later, after the

train had passed, tore ujd the railroad tnick. The men assignod

to this part of the work, afterwards escaped. At midnight, the

man who came to relieve the watchman on the bridge was

hailed by Browx's sentinels, and, thinking they Avere robbers,

fled and gaA-e an alarm, of which, ho\vever, nothing seems to

have come. MeanAvhile, a detachment under Stea'"ens was

sent to the house of Col. Leavis Wasiiixgtox, four miles from

the toAvn, where they arrived a little after midnight, made him

prisoner, took his carriages and horses, and such arras as they

found, and proclaimed liberty to his Slaves, accompanied by

Avhom, they returned to the armory, stopping by the way to
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take a Mr. Allstadt and his son, and fi-ee his Slaves, who
also went with them. A little aftex' one o'clock, the eastward-

going train anived, and was stopped at the bridge. One man—
afterwai'd ascertained to be the colored porter of the railroad

station— refusing to stop at command, was shot and mortally

wounded. After a detention of nearly two liours, Broavx sent

word to the conductor that he might go on with his train ; but

he did not venture to do so till after dajdight.

Soon after the return of Stevexs and his party, with their

prisoners and the liberated Slaves, Cookb, C. P. Tidd, Leeman,

and four Slaves, wei'e ordered across the river, wnth Colonel

Washington's large wagon, to take Terence Bt'RNS, and his

brother, and their Slaves ; and Avhile Cooke and Leejian held

the Burnses prisoners, in their own house, Tidd and the

Slaves were to go on to Brow^n's house, load in the arms, and

bring them down to a school-house, standing about a mile from

the ferry, stopping on their Avay down for the prisoners and

their guard. Then Cooke and one of the Slaves was to remain

and guard the aims, Leeman was to return to the armory with

the prisoners, and Tidd, with the other Slaves, was to go back

for the rest of the arms.

While this was doing, the work went on in the town. As
day dawned, and men began to go out from their houses, all

who appeared in the street, and the workmen of the armory,

as they approached the buildings, were arrested, and impiisoned

in the armory ; but with assurances that they would be un-

harmed, and that the sole object of their eajitoi's Avas to free

the Slaves. By eight o'clock the number of prisoners ex-

ceeded sixty. Brown, -with his sons, Oliver j\nd Watson,
Stevens, and two others, occupied the armory-grounds

;
Kagi,

Leeman (after his return with his prisoners from the Maryland

side), and three others, held the loAver part of the toAvn and

Hall's Rifle Works, on a small island in the Shenandoah

;

Oaven Broavn, Francis J. MERRiA:xr, and Barcla\' Coppoc,

with Cooke and Tidd, Avere on the Maryland side, doing duty

at the Kennedy farai, the school-house, and betAveen the tAvo

;

and the other six were standing guard at bridges, street corners,

and public buildings. During the Avhole forenoon the toAvn,

with its tAVO or three thousand inhabitants, Avas held by a force

of seventeen men. The hotels Avere laid under requisition to
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supply food for them and their prisoners. The latter were

often permitted, nnder guard, to visit their liomes and quiet

the fears of their families, Tliey Avere detained, partly as

hostages for the safety of their captoi's, partly to procure the

liberation of Slaves by way of ransom
;
but, throughout their

captivity, were treated with all the kindness compatible with

safe-keeping.

Soon after daybi'eak a few shots Avere exchanged between the

citizens and Bkowx's outposts, and early in the day a Virgin-

ian, Mr. BoERLY, who had just lired, was shot and instantly killed.

From a room, overlooking tlie armory-gates, some Virginians

fired on the sentinels, mortally Avounded Watsox Broavx",

and killed another, Thoucfh the firing continued at intervals

througli the forenoon, no farther losses Avere reported on either

side, No serious attempt Avas yet made to dislodge the in-

A'aders. The panic Avhicli filled the tOAvn and spread rapidly

to the surrounding country, magnified the little band of lib-

erators to several hundreds. The railroad train Avent on its

Avay soon after daAvn ; and the passengers, as they sped along,

Avrote, on Avhatever scra])S of jiaper Avere at hand, accounts

of the "insurrection," Avith such exaggeration as their fears

suggested ; and thrcAv them from the AvindoAVS of the cars. Thus

the Avhole region, from Harper's Ferry to Washington, Avas

filled Avith excitement and alarm.

The time had noAv fully come, as Ave infer from Broaa'n's

subsequent declaration, when, according to his original plan,

he Avas to reli'eat to the mountains ; Avhere liis familiarity Avith

every pass and gorge and rugged fastness and Avinding valley

might have enabled hnn to bafile purf iiit, or stand at bay, or

dash down at some unexpected outlet on the exposed country

beloAA'", as circumstances should dictate ; and so, perhaps, main-

tain a guerilla Avarfare long enough to set ablaze the combusti-

ble elements of the AAdiole Slave-land, and kindle insurrections

here and there and yonder over all its breadth
;
distracting the

attention and dividuig the strength of his enemies, and keeping

them in continual and painful uncertainty, as to Avhere the next

bloAV Avould fidl
;
augmenting his oAvn forces with a constant

floAV of new recruits from CA^ery region traA'crsed in his raj)id

marches; and creating such anxiety and terroi- cveryAAdiere

among the oppressors, making their " peculiar " property of so

7»



82 REPORT.

little worth and so perilous to hold, that in the end they would
be glad to escape from a life of harassing inquietude, by abolish-

ing a system already, by that time, half disintegrated. How
far such expectations, if really cherished, as there seems reason

to believe that something like them was, were likely to be

realized if the original plan had been carried out, we will not

stop here to consider. Not by sucli means, the event has shown,

was the bondman's exodus foreordained
;

or, if by such, the

fulness of the time had not yet come for his passage through

the red sea to the promised land of Freedom. Xot to accom-

plish such a work, but— may we not say, in view of what came

after?— for an achievement nobler far, and mightier in its

beneficent influence on behalf of truth and right and oppi-essed

humanity, had God raised up and qualified and sent forth the

brave old hero-martyr and his handful of generous young en-

thusiasts, not unworthy to follow such a leader. It was not

decreed that they should do Avliat tliey attempted ; at least,

not in tlie way they undertook it. They were too few to break

for the Slave a path to Freedom through the hostile array of a

Slave-holding nation in arms ; but not too fcAV to bear a glori-

ous testimony, before that nation and all nations, that the cause

of impartial Freedom, of justice to the poorest and weakest of

God's children, is a cause Avorth dying for; and can insj^ire

souls, large enough to comjirehend its worth, with courage to

smile at danger, and strength to triumph over death. And the

power of such a testimony who can measure? How far it

shall reach, how long it shall act unexhausted, nay, with still-

growing force, who can estimate ? It certainly looks strange,

at first view, that one so well-fitted as Joirx Brown had often

shown himself, for all the exigencies of guerilla warfare, should

let slip the favorable moment for escape from enemies who, he

could not have doubted, would speedily be gathering around

him in overwhelming numbers. But " there's a Divinity that

shapes our ends." The fii-m believer in a universal Providence,

which lets not a sparrow fall unnoticed, nor leaves unnumbered

one hair of all our heads, will readily admit, as the easiest solu-

tion of the seeming mystery, that the shrewd, sagacious leader,

being but an instrument of One far wiser than himself, had

been predestined to a higher use than even the success of his

military plans could haA'-e attained. Nor was he, we may be-



83

lieve, unconscious of this jDossibility, which he appears to ha^-e

taken into account when calcuhitinff beforehand the chances of

his bold adventure. For, writing troni liis Virginian prison

after sentence of death had been passed upon him, he says,

" before I began my work at Harper's Ferry I felt assured that,

in the worst event it would certainly pay ; " and expresses liis

belief that he should have kept to his own plan, if God's had

not been " infinitely better."

So, by the overruling Providence, he Avas diverted from his

purpose of an early i-etreat. Through what suggestions to his

mind this was effected, may not be wholly known; but one

controlling reason was his wish to show the peojile that his

prisoners -^^'ere safe from insult and abuse while in his power

;

and thus, if possible, to let them see the character of his

movement :— that it was no raid for vengeful or wanton

slaughter, but a humane attempt to free the enslaved with only

so much violence as wrongful resistance by the oppressors

should make unavoidable in self-defence. He had lingered till

about noon of Monday, the 17th, when a colonel of militia,

with a hundred men, arrived from Charlestown. The colonel

formed two companies of the citizens of Harper's Ferry, and

sent one of them, to occupy the Gait House, in the rear of the

areenal, and to post a strong guard on Shenandoah bridge

;

while one of his own companies crossed the Potomac in boats,

two miles above the ferry, marched down on the JVxaryland

side, and took possession of the Potomac bridge, with orders

to let no one pass. " The insurgents," he says, •- were at that

time " variously estimated " by the citizens, at " from three

hundred to five hundred strong." Brown's sentinels, at the

Shenandoah bridge, were first attacked by the Charlestown

Guards. William Tiiompsox was taken prisoner, and another

was killed. Next, Kagi, and his four men were driven from

the riiie works, and attempted to cross the river. Four reached

a rock, in the middle of it, and kejjt uj) the fight, two hun-

dred Virginians, by this time, firing on them from both sides

of the river, till Kagi fell, " riddled yni\\ balls," one of his men
was killed, and another mortally wounded. The other then

surrendered, and, with his wounded companion, who died

twelve hours after, was imprisoned in the toAvn. Leemax had

just before been sent, it is su2>posed, by Kagi, with a message
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to Captain Brow2S1, and was seen, pursued, overtaken in the

river while trying to cross, and basely shot by one of the

militia, after he had surrendered, Meanwhile, Captain Avis,

with one of the Harper's Ferry companies, occupied the houses

around the armory-buildings, and a sharp skirmish ensued.

A Captain Turxer, v>'hile raising his rifle to fire, was shot dead

by a sentinel at the arsenal-gate. Dangerfield Newby, a

colored man, of Broavn's company; Jisr, one of Colonel Wask-
isrG;ro>r's newly liberated Slaves ; and a free colored man, who
had lived on WASHiJfGTOif's estate, were killed while fighting

as bravely as the bravest. Mr. Beckiiaji, mayor of the town,

venturing, though unamied, Avithin range of the rifles, was acci-

dentally killed. Oliver Brown x'sccived a fatal shot, had

barely time to retire within the gate, and died witliout a word.

The prisoners in the armory, being in some danger from the

firing of their friends outside, wished that, if possible, tenns

might be made to ensure their safety ; and at the request of

one of them, Mr. Kitz^iiller, Stevens went out witl;. ^im,

bearing a flag of truce, to attempt negotiation, but was sliot

down, and taken prisoner. Witnesses at Brown's trial spoke

also of another of his men, probably Dauphin Thompson,

who, at some time during the day, Avent out on a like errand,

under a flag of truce, and was shot, and, it Avould seem, mor-

tally Abounded.

Enraged at the death of Mayor Beckham, a number of

young Virginians, eager for A'cngeance, rushed to the hotel

AA^here William Thompson Avas held a prisoner, unarmed and

bound, and would have murdered him, at once, in the public

parlor had not a Miss Fouke, the hotel-keeper's sister, inter-

posed, and Avith much difiiculty prevailed upon them not to

shoot him in the house. They dragged him roughh' to the

bridge, and deaf to his appeal, "don't take my hfe— a pris-

oner," shot him and threw him from the bridge, and sent a

volley of bullets into his body as it lay on the rocks where it

lodged. " Before he reached the ground, five or six shots had

been fired into his body ;

" so testified one of the murderers, a

son of Hunter, counsel for the State, in Broavn's trial. Miss

Fouke in a letter, written for publication, a fcAv weeks after-

AA'ard, clearing herself from suspicion of having acted from

humane feeling tOAvard the helpless jjiisoner, assigns these as
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the " three powerful reasons " for her interference :— " first, my
sister-in-law v/as lying in the adjoining room very ill, under

the influence of a nervous chill, fi'oni sheer flight, and if they

had canied out their design it would have proved fatal to lier,

no doubt. In the second place, I considered it a gi'eat out-

rage to kill the man in the house, however much he deseiwed

to die. Thirdly. I am emphatically a law and order woman,

and wanted the self-condemned man to live, that he might be

disposed of by the law." So she shielded him, " without touch-

ing him" as she is careful to say, in italics, till assured by one

of the murderers that he should not be shot in the house.

"That," she adds, "was all that I desired." The letter con-

cludes with " I am happy to assure you that I have a birth-

right in the ' Old Dominion.' " We can easily believe it. From
the murder of Tho^ipson, the youthful chivalry of Virginia

went back to bring out Stevens, and, as young Hunter tes-

tified, "serve him in the same Avay;" but finding him suftering

from wounds thought to be fatal, they were at length dissuaded

from their purpose. Captain Snois, of a militia company

from Maryland, who arrived about 5 o'clock, was just in time

to prevent the cowardly atrocity
;

for, as he stated in his testi-

mony at Bkown's trial, he " saw Stevens, and shamed some

young men who were endeavoring to shoot him as he lay in

bed, apjwrently dying."

About the time Thompson was murdered, a body of men
came in from Martinsburg, and, fox^ming in two divisions,

attacked at once the fi-ont and rear of the annory-buildin.ifs.

One party broke the windows of a building in which some of

the prisoners were confined, and eighteen of them escaped.

Brown and his scanty remnant, pressed by the overwhelming

number of the assailants, retired to the engine-house, firing as

they fell back. Fifty men attacked the engine-house, but were

repulsed, with a loss of two killed and five or six wounded, in-

cluding one of th3 leaders of the assault. Watson Brown, we
are told, though mortally wounded five or six hours before, I'allied

his failing strength to join his comrades in repelling this attack.

The besieging forces, which had been increasing all the after-

noon, and amounted now to fifteen hundred men, were placed

imder one command ; and so disposed as completely to suri'ound

the armory-buildings. To oppose them, Brown bad but three
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or four unwounded men. Ten or twelve of the rescued Slaves

were still with liim, armed with pikes; but none of these

appear to have taken i^art, at any time, in the fighting ; whether

for want of will, or for want of skill Tsath firearms, and of op-

l^ortunity to use other weapons, we have no certain information.

An oirer, from Browj?, co release his captives if his men might

cross the bridge unharmed, was rejected; while the coming on

of night stopped the firing on both sides.

Before moraing. Colonel Lee arrived, with ninety United

States marines, and two pieces of artillery; and took a post

near the engine-house. In preparation for the final struggle,

the besieged had pierced the door and walls of the engine-house

with loopholes for rifles; and with cool courage awaited the

onset,— four men opposed to four hundred times their numbei*.

As the cannon could not be used without danger to the captive

citizens, the assiult was made without its help. First, a flag of

truce -wns sent tO the besieged, with a demand of unconditional

surrender; a promise of protection fi-om. immediate vio-

lence, and of a trial by law. Bkowx answei'ed with his former

proposition,— in bnbstance, that he should be permitted to

march out with his men; and arms, and prisoners, unpui-sued, to

the second toll-gate, when they would free the prisoners ; then

the soldiers might pursue them, and they would escape or fight,

as best they could. He would accept no other terms. These

were refused, and the fiag-bearer withdrew. The marines then

advanced in two lines, on each side of the door, and tried to

force it with heavy sledge-hammers
;
but, failing in this, they

seized a long ladder, and, advancing at a run, burst open the

door at the second blow.. They rushed to the breach, led by

Major Russell and Lieutenant Gkeejv. Andekson, one of

the besieged, was shot, and fell dead; the other three fired,

killed one marine, and wounded one or two others, when the

firing ceased; and, the next moment, th<i marines poured in.

Though Brown had laid down his anns, yet Lieutenant Greex
struck him to the earth vAih his sabre, and several times

repeated the blow after he was down ; and a soldier twice

thrust a bayonet into his prostrate body. Edwin Coppoc and.

Shields Green, a colored man, "only," according to a Virgin-

ian writer, " escaped immediate death, by accident ; the soldiers

not at once distinguishing them from the captive citizens and
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Slaves." The same Avriter says, " the citizen captives, released

from their long confinement, hurried out to meet their friends,

with eveiy demonstration of joy ; while the Woody carcasses

of the dead and dying outlaws were dragged into the lawn

amidst the howUngs and execrations of the people." From
the Baltimore Americmi v/e learn that, " when the insm-geuts

were brought out, some dead, and others wounded, they were

greeted v/ith execrations, and o'ily the jjrecautions that

had been taken saved them from immediate execution. The
crowd, nearly every man of which carried a gun, swayed with

tumultuous excitement; and cries of 'shoot them!' 'shoot

them!' rang from every side." The prisoners Avere taken to

tlie guard-house, where Stevens, also, was brought soon after;

but though three of them were wounded, it was supposed, unto

death, yet they had only the floor or bare benches to lie on.

Coproc begged, in vain, for a bed, or axen a blanket, for Wat-
son Bkown, who was really dying. " I took off my coat,

and placed it under him," he afterwards wrote to Watson's
mother, " and held his Iiead in my lap, in which position he

died, Avithout a gi'oan or a struggle." By the next day, as

appears from the ncAvspaper reports, the Avounded men had

been provided AA-ith " miserable shakedoAvns, laid on the floor,

and covered Avith some old bedding."

We have omitted from our nan-ative certfdn barbarities,

practiced by tlie Virginians, after the tide of battle -began to

turn in their favor, and panic-fear Avas giving Ava}' to, or taking

the form of, brutal vengeance ; the gross indignities offered to

the bodies of their slaughtered enemies, Avhich. as related by

the Pro-Slavery press of the region, seem mere lUce the deeds

of Avild Camanches, than like those of men Avho claim a Chris-

tian civilization and boast of an exalted chivalry. But, in the

light of Avhat is told, let the Avorld say Avhich of the contending

parties had the better right to claim the name of chiA'alrous or

civilized.

While the events, above related, Avere passing in the tOAvn,

Cooke and his four companions, Avith a number of rescued

Slaves, Avere on the other side of the Potomac, Tidd had

brought doAvn one load of arms to the school-house, and gone

back for another, Avheii Cooke began to hear the firing at the

ferry; bat, although anxious to knoAV the cause, he kept his
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post at the school-liouse, as he had been ordered, till Ticd's

return, about four o'clock in the afternoon, -svith. tlie second

load. Then, taking one of the negroes, he went down toward

the ferry. On Ms way he heard, at several jioints, from per-

sons whom he met, accounts and rumors of what was doing on

the other side ; and sent the negro back to tell Tidb what he

had heard. When opposite the ferry he climbed the moun-
tain, for a better view ; and saw his friends surrounded, and the

Virginians on High Street, about half a mile from him, firing-

down upon them. To draw the hostile fire on himself, he

discharged his rifle; his fire was returned, and several shots

were exchanged, till one cut oft' a small branch he held by,

causing him a fall and severe bruising. Then he went down
the mountain, saw some persons whom he knew, and mnde
inquiries of them, as to the position and number of the hostile

troops, and hastened back to the school-house. It was dark

when he arrived there ; he found no one, and got no answer to

Ijis repeated calls. Going on towards Bkown's ho'ice, he met

his comrades and one of the negroes, and learned that the

other negroes had disappeared while Tipd was gone for the rest

of liis party. After a short conference, thinking it useless to

attempt to join their friends across the river, the party pro-

ceeded to Bbowx's house, got a few necessary articles, went a

short distance into the timber on the mountain-side, and slept

till three o'clock Tuesday morning ; when one of them awoke,

and finding that the negro had left them, roused the rest, and

they went to the mountain-top ; thence after a few hours, to

the other side of the mountain; and, after dark, crossed the

valley to the range beyond. Making their way northward,

they were, on the 25th, near Chambersburg, Pa. ; when Cooke,

having ventured down into a settlement to get provisions, was

betrayed by a villain named LoGx\.x, in whom, it seems, that in

his extremity, almost starvecl, and nearly worn out with fatigue,

he confided; and by Avhom, and one Fitziiugh, lie was cap-

tured, after a desperate struggle, and given up to the authorities

of Pennsylvania. On the 28th, he was sun-endered, on the

requisition of Vb-'ginia, and consigned to the Charlestown jail.

On the 22nd, a man was arrested in Carlisle, Pa., supposed,

at first, to be Cooke, and afterwards to be Albert Hazlett^

another of Brown's officers. Though he denied having been
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at Hai-per's Ferry, and the proof of his identity seems not to

have been very clear, he was, on the 5th of November, given

up to the authorities of Virginia, as Hazlett, on the requisition

of Governor Wise. Tidd, MEREiAir, Owen Brown, and Bar-

clay Coppoc made their escape.

A report that Cooke was on the mountain, only three miles

ofij reached Harper's Ferry on Tuesday morning, the 18th;

whereupon the Independent Grays, of Baltimore, set off to

find him, but soon returned with the arms and ammunition lefl

by Brown's men at the school-house
;

and, each man having

appropriated to himself a Sharpe's rifle and a pair of re-

volvers, they deposited the residue in the arsenal. In the

evening, a party of marines, with a few volunteers, went to

Brown's house, v/here they found a quantity of blankets,

clothing, provisions, &c., with a number of pikes, copies of the

Chatham Constitution, books, papers, and documents
;

and,

what was, at first, supijosed to be especially important, a

carpet-bag, belonging to Brown, filled with letters and jiapers,

which it was expected would " throw much light on the afiEair,"

and show connection "with it, on the part of prominent men in

difierent parts of the country; but which, upon examination,

we believe, were found to contain nothing of particular mo-

ment. The same day, as the Baltimore American tells us,

"perfect order having been restored, the military, with the

exception of the United States Marines, who remained in

charge of the prisoners, left in various trains for home. The
reporter of the NeAv-York Herald states, that " as soon as the

neigh]>ors around the Kennedv farm learned of Brown's
capture, they rifled the house of its contents. The v/earing-

apparel, boots, quilts, blankets, &c., were speedily appropriated

by the people, some of whom, we were assured, were sadly in

want of them. Barrels of flour were rolled out ; the cooking-

stove, and its appurtenances were removed ; loaves of bread

were distributed to the hungry
;
and, in fact, in a short time

the house was completely sacked."

The strife with shot and steel was over. It ended on that

Tuesday morning, the 18th of October, when the armed array

of despotism, with overwhelming strength of numbers, broke

the last remnant of the heroic, little, liberatmg band; and

shared it between slaughter and captivity. As the brave old

8
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cajitain lay on the bloody floor, sorely wounded and a prisoner,

between his dead and his dying son, a mark for the scoffs and

curses of a rabble frenzied with fear and savage vengeance,

(and by so much as the former feeKng had been abject, when
they deemed him strong, by so much was thie latter bitter and

ferocious, when they saw him helpless), men thought and said

that he was utterly defeated. And so, in that stiife of shot and

steel, he was ; but not so in the essence of the conflict, of

which the strife of shot and steel was only a rude, transient

form. From that hour, indeed, began his course of victory ; of

triumph following triumph, in continuous succession, achieved

with tongue, •with pen, by manly bearing, by constant revela-

tions of the fii-m, unconquered soul, the generous heart, and

pure, unselfish pui-pose
;
by the simplicity of transparent truth

and daylight friinkness
;
by quiet gentleness

;
by steady faith in

God, and the almightiness of rights all culminating in that last

victoiy over death, and what was meant for ignominy, which

showed the grave as an open gate to life, and turned the in-

tended shame to everlasting honor, "'making the gallows glorious

like the cross." He extorted admiration and respect, even from

his enemies, and filled his friends and the friends ofFreedom with

an honest pride in him as, for the time, the most conspicuous

representative of the bondman's cause ; and one whose charac-

ter, as it came fully out to light,— however he might have eiTed

in judgment, as all men do at times,— would not reflect dis-

credit on the noblest cause. He won from all but utter

baseness, and almost from that, a recognition, willing or reluc-

tant, of his deep sincerity; of his having been impelled to

action by earnest good-will, and a clear conviction that his

cause was just, and his measuresj in the existing exigency,

right. The candid were convinced, and even the captious were

compelled to own, that his warfare was conducted as humanely

as war can be ; and v/ith perfect singleness of purpose, to free

the Slaves at as little cost of life and property, as that mode of

liberation could permit. He made it plain to all, hardly ex-

cepting those who would not see, that his enterprise proceeded

on a principle most sharply defined to his own perception, and

apprehended \ni\i a most tenacious gi'asp ; that he acted, in

strictest logical consistency, with premises which he no more

doubted than he did his own existence, and which were, more-



JOHN BKOWSr. 91

over, held in theory as true by the whole nation, though with

a most inconsistent prr.cdoe; that he regarded himself (and

lightly, reasoning from those premises), as acting wholly on the

defensive, against a terrible aggression, no whit the less aggres-

sive or the less mijust because so long continued and so long

su':>mitted to
;
and, therefore, no less rightfully to be resisted, in

the persons of all who forcibly uphold it, than highway rob-

bery or piracy; while the blood, shed unavoidably in such

resistance, would, as in every other case, be on the aggressor's,

and not on the resistant's head. And he held his sharjD-cut

thought, aglow with the fiameless heat of his earnest, still,

enthusiasm, so long, so steadily, so firmly, on the nation's heart,

unconsciously, involuntarily, laid open to it, that it must have

burnt in an unefiaceable impression which, though hidden now
by policy and fear of consequences, is secretly shaping, we

doubt not, the nation's thought ; and will, some day, give course

and character to the issues of its life. Such victories, the

imprisoned, dying hero won. His warhke achievements and

attempts served as a background for a more distinct display of

moral power ; their immediate results had set him prominently

before the nation and the world, so that every word and move-

ment could be heard and seen. More dangerous to Slavery,

than all his pikes and rifles and revolvers, were the bold, true

words he spoke ; the noble dignity with which he fi-onted the

world's gaze; the quiet exhibition which he made of a con-

stancy and calmness unshaken and unraflied by failure and its

consequences, and of a confidence in right and in its success,

at last, which lived on in the midst of outward disaster and

seeming defeat, uttering such prophecies, as by the very laws

of human nature, always help on their own fulfilment; the

watchful fidelity, which turned every opportunity to account

for the bearing of his testimony to the truth for which he

suffered ; his steadfast refusal to sanction, by acceptance of the

tendered sacred offices of a Slave-holding religion, the preten-

sion of its ministers to be servants of the Christ he believed

in, and of the Father God he worshipped
;
and, in shorty the

emphatic attestation of his whole demeanor to the worth and

power of Anti-Slavery principle, the strength of its hol(^on

manly hearts, and the deeds and endurance to which it can

prompt for the promotion of its triumphs
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While the dead and wounded yet lay on tlie lawji before the

engine-house, Brown was assailed with questions by the by-

standers, " which," the Baltimore American says, " he answered

clearly and freely. He talked calmly to those about him, de-

fending his course, and avov/ing that he had only done what

was right." The modesty of genuine worth sj^eaks out in his

characteristic answers to two of the questions put to him.

"Are you Captain Brown, of Kansas?" "I am sometimes

called S6;" ["He never assumed the title of captain," says

Redpath, " even in Kansas, where titles were as common as

proper names."] " Are you Osawatomie Brown ? " "I tried to

do my duty there." In the words of Redpath, " this sentence

was a key to his whole life. IsTeither honor nor glory moved
him ; the voice of duty was the only one he heard." When
asked if he expected to kill people, in order to carry his j)ohit,

he answered, "I did not wish to do so, but you forced us to it."

He reminded the questioners that he had the town at his

mercy ; that he could have burnt it, and murdered the inhabi-

tants, but did not ; he had treated the prisoners with courtesy.

" His conversation," says the American, " bore the impression

of the conviction that whatever he had done to free Slaves was

right, and that, in the warfare in which he was engaged, he was

entitled to be treated with all the respect of a prisoner of war."

Hundreds of men from Richmond, Alexandria , Baltimore,

and other places, came into the town on the mid-day train, and

among them Governor Wise, who " boiled over " with wrath,

as a Virginian writer says, when he learned what a mere hand-

ful of men the people had suffered to conquer the town and

hold it so long. In the afternoon he visited the prisoners, at

the giiai'd-house, and conversed at much length with Brown,

who, according to the writer just quoted, " was frank and com-

municative, answering all questions without reserve, except

such as might implicate his associates, not yet killed or taken."

When reminded by the governor, that his end was, probably,

near, and he would better think of eternity [Henry A. Wise
talking in that strain to John Brown!] his answer was, in

substance, " you are not likely to be more than fifteen or twenty

years behind me in the journey to eternity, a very trifling

difference, and I want you to be prepared ; whether I go in

fifteen months or fifteen days or fifteen hours, I am prepared to
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go; you Slave-holders have a heavy responsibility, and it

behooves you to prepare more than it does me." What the

governor thought of him after this interview, he told, in a

speech to the people of Richmond, ajfter his return. "They
are mistaken," said he, " who take him to be a madman. He
is a bundle of the best nerves I ever saw,— cut and thrust and

bleeding and in bonds. He is a man of clear head, of courage,

fortitude, and simple ingenuousness. He is cool, collected, and

indomitable; and it is but just to him, to say, that he was

humane to his prisoners ; and he inspired me with great trust

in his integrity, as a man of truth. He is a fanatic, vain and

garrulous, but finn and truthful and intelligent. His men, too,

who survive, except the free negroes with him, are like him.
****** Colonel WASHiNGTOiJ" says, 'he was the coolest

and lirmest man he ever saw, in defying danger and death.'

"

Whoever is at all familiar with the governor's illimitable dis-

plays, with pen and tongue, may be excused for smiling at his

coupling " vain and gaii'ulous " with the name of Beown ; but

his words of eulogy are, perhaps, worth all the more for this

little fibrous fringe still hanging to them, to show how they

were torn out of him, in spite of his prejudices, by sheer force

of the old man's native nobleness.

The next day, he v/as visited by Senator Mason, of Virginia,

Vallandigham, member of Congress from Ohio, and other

" distinguished gentlemen," who held a long conversation with

him, evidently aiming and hoping to draw from him some

statement which could be used against their political oppo-

nents
;

but, in this they were signally disappointed. The
reporter of the New-York Herald states that Colonel Lee
offered to keep all visitors from the room, if the wounded men
were annoyed or pained by them; "but Browit said he was

not annoyed, but was glad to be able to make himself and his

motives clearly understood. He converses fi-eely, fluently, and

cheerfully, without the slightest manifestation of fear or un-

easiness, evidently weighing well his words, and possessing a

good command of language. His manner is courteous and

affable, and he appears to make a favorable impression upon his

auditory." The reporter of the Baltimore American wrote

that, "during his conversation no signs of weakneas were ex-

hibited. In the midst of enemies, whose homes he had
8*
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invaded; wounded and a prisoner; suiTOunded by a small

amiy of olSeials, and a more desporate army of angry men

;

with the gallows staring him full in the face, Broavn lay on

the floor
;
and, in reply to every question, gave answers that

betokened the spirit that animated him. The language of

Governor "Wise well expresses his boldness, when he said, ' he

is the gamest man I ever saw.' " From this conversation, as

reported in the N"ew-York Herald^ we give a few jxtracts,

confirmatory of statements made in the preceding pages. To
some of Mason's questions. Brown replied, "I could easily

have saved myself, had I exercised my own better judgment,

rather than yielded to my feelings. I had the means to make
myself secure without any escape, but I allowed myself to be

surrounded by being too tardy. I should have gone away, but

I had thirty odd prisonei-s, whose Avives and daughters were in

tears for their safety ; and I felt for them. Besides, I wanted

to allay the fears of those who believed we came here to burn

and kill. For this reason, I allowed the train to cross the

bridge, and gave them full liberty to pass on. I did it only to

spare the feelings of those passengers and their families, and

to allay the apprehensions that you had got here, in your

vicinity, a band of men, who had no regard for life and prop-

erty, nor any feelings of humanity." When asked his object in

coming there, he answered, "we came to free the Slaves, and

only that." "How do you justify your acts
?
" "I think I did

right, and that others will do right who interfere with you, xt

any time and at all times. I hold, that the golden rule— 'Do

unto others as you would that others should do unto you '
—

applies to all who would help others to gain their liberty." To
a bystander who put, in substance, the same question, some

time after, he replied, " Upon the golden rule. I pity the poor

in bondage, that have none to help them ; that is whj I am
here : not to gratify any personal animosity, revenge, or vindic-

tive spirit. It is my sympathy with the oppressed and the

wronged, that are as good as you, and as precious in the sight

of God." To another question, he said (telling the reporter

" you may report that "), " I want you to understand, that I

respect the rights of the poorest and weakest of colored people,

oppressed by the Slave-system, just as much as I do those of the

most wealthy and powerful. That is the idea that has moved
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me, and that alone. We expected no reward, except the satis-

faction of endeavoring to do for those in distress and gi'eatly

oppressed, as we would be done by. The cry of distress of the

oppressed is my reason, and the only thing that prompted me to

come here." "Why did you do it secretly?" "Because I thought

that necessary to success ; for no other reason." When asked

if he had seen Gerkit Smith's letter^, which, according to the

New-York Herald^ of the day before, " speaks of the folly of

attempting to strike the shackles off the Slaves by the force

of moral suasion or legal agitation, and predicts that the next

movement made, in the direction of negi-o emancipation, would

be an insurrection at the South,"— he said, "I have not seen the

New-York Herald for some days past; but I presume, from

your remark about the gist of the letter, that I should concur

with it. I agree Avith Mr. Smith, that moral suasion is hope-

less. I don't think the people of the Slave States will ever

consider tlxe subject of Slavery in its true light, till some other

argument is resorted to than moral suasion." VALLAjrcrGHAM

asked, " Did you expect a general rising of the Slaves, in case

of your success ? " " No, sir ; nor did I wish it. I expected to

gather them up, from time to time, and set them free." "Did
you expect to hold possession here till then?" "Well, prob-

ably, I had quite a different idea. I do not know that I ought

fX) reveal my plans. I am here a prisoner, and wounded,

because I foolishly allowed myself to be £->. You overrate

your strength in supposing I could have been taken, if I had

not allowed it. I was too tardy after commencing the open

attack,— in delaying my movements through Monday night,

and up to the time I was attacked by the goventiment troops.

It was ail occasioned by my desire to spare the feelings of my
prisoners and their families and the community at large." The
reporter having offered to report anything further he would

like to say, he answered, " I have nothing to say, only, that I

claim to be here in carrying out a measure I believe perfectly

justifiable, and not to act the part of an incendiary or ruffian

;

but to aid those suffering great Avrong. I wish to say, further-

more, that you had better,— all you people at the South,—
prepare yourselves for a settlement of this question, that must

come up for settlement sooner than you are prepared for it.

The sooner you are prepared, the better. You may dispose of
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me very easily. I am nearly disposed of now ; but this question

is still to be settled, this negro question, I mean : the end of

that is not yet. These wounds were inflicted upon me,— both

sabre cuts on my head, and bayonet stabs in different parts of

my body. — some minutes after I had ceased fighting, and had

consented to surrender, for the benefit of others, not for my
own. (This statement was vehemently denied by all aroimd.)

I believe the major (meaning lieutenant Stuart of the United

States Cavalry) would not have been alive but for that ; I could

have killed him just as easy as a mosquito, when he came in

;

but I supposed he only came to receive our surrender. There

had been loud and long calls of ' surrender ' Jfrom us, as loud as

men could yell
;
but, in the confusion and excitement, I suppose

we were not heard. I do not think the major, or any one,

meant to butcher us after we had surrendered." An officer

here stated that the marines had fired only when fired upon

;

but Brown insisted that they fired first. He was asked why
he did not surrender before the attack. "I did not think it

was my duty or interest to do so. We assured the prisoners

that we did not wish to harm them, and they should be set at

liberty. I exercised my best judgment, not believing the

people would wantonly sacrifice their own fellow-citizens, when

we offered to let them, go, on condition of being allowed to

change our position about a quarter of a mile. The prisoners

agreed, by vote among themselves, to pass across the bridge

with us. We wanted them only as a sort of guarantee of our

own safety ; that we should not be fired into. We took them,

in the first place, as hostages, and to keep them from doing any

harm. We did kill some men in defending ourselves ; but I

saw no one fire, except directly in self-defence. Our orders

were strict, not to harm any one not in aims against us."

" Suppose you had every nigger in the United States, what

would you do with them ? " (With emphasis) " Set them fiee."

"Tour intention was to caiTy them off and fi-ee them? " "Not
at all." " Was it your only object to free the negroes ? " " Ab-

solutely our only object." "But you demanded and took

Colonel WASHmGTON's silver and watch." " Yes : we intended

freely to appropriate the property of Slave-holders to carry out

our object. It was that, and only that, and with no desire to

enrich ourselves with any plunder whatever."
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Vallandigham, in tlie^re words, gives the impression made

on him by his contact with the unvanqnished captive. " Cap-

tain John Brown is as hrave and resohite a man as ever

headed an insurrection, and, in a good cause and with a suffi-

cient force, would have been a consummate partisan com-

mander. He has coolness, dating, persistency, the stoic faith

and patience, and a firmness of W'ill and purpose unconquerable.

He is the farthest possible remove froii the ordinary ruffian,

fanatic, or madman."

"The result of these visits," says Redpath, "was one of

John Brown's greatest victories. Never before, in the United

States, did a recor..ted conversation produce so sudden and uni-

versal a change of opinion. Before its publication, some who
subsequently eulogized John Brown with fervor and surpass-

ing eloquence, as well as the great body of the press and peo-

ple who knew not the man, lamented that he should have

gone insane ; while, after it, from every comer of the land came

words of wonder, of praise, and of gratitude, mingling with sin-

cerest prayers for the noble old hero."

On Wednesday evening, October 19, the prisoners were

taken from the guard-house, where they had been lying more

than thirty hours, without so much attention as the washing

off of the blood of their vt ounds; and were conveyed to

Charlestown, escorted, by a party of marines. On their way to

the railroad, a Virginia paper says, "they were followed by

hundreds of excited men, exclaiming, ' lynch them ;
' but Gov-

ernor Wise, who was standing on the platfonn of the cars,

said, ' O, it would be cowardly to do so now ;
' and the crowd

fell back, t:nd the prisoners were safely placed on the train."

On reaching Charlestown, they were placed in jail, under the

charge of Captain Avis, who had commanded a company in

the battle of the 17th. One whom Redpath quotes as "a

trustworthy wiiter " says of him, " Avis is a just and humane

man. He does all for his prisoners that his duty allows hun to.

I think he has a sincere respect for Brown's undaunted forti-

tude and fearlessness. Brown has a j^leasant room, which is

shared by Stevens ; has opportunities for writing and read-

ing, and is pennitted to receive such visitors as he desires to

see. He states that he welcomes every one, and that he is

preaching, with great effect, upon the enormities of Slavery, and

with arguments which everybody fails to answer,"
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Of the general panic which the events at Harper's Feny
spread over Maiyland and Virginia as fast as the news was

carried; of the apprehensions of meditated insurrection here

and there and almost everywhere ; of the stories of incendiary-

fires, and signals seen at night on the mountains, and detected

or suspected tokens of a good understanding between the

Slaves in the region about Harper's Ferry and the northern

invaders ; of the fear of " many wealthy Slave-holders, living at

a distance from their neighbors," to lodge at their own houses

;

of the alarmingrparagraphs appearing, from time to time, in the

newspapers of that region ; of the prevalent belief that .spies

and emissaries of Brown were pi'owling about, watching for

opportimities of rescue or revenge; of rumors of projected

inroads by guerilla bands of Abolitionists all along the border

of Marjdand, Virginia, and Kentucky; of the mustering of

police, the multiplying of patrols, the organizing of milita-

ry companies; of the strict surveillance over travellers and

strangers, and the ceaseless annoyances and frequent injuries to

which they were subjected
;
and, in a word, of all the jumble

of truth and falsehood, absurdities, exaggerations, extravagances,

and enormities to which the pervading terror was continually

giving birth, our space is utterly inadequate for even the most

summary account. Attempts, indeed, were made to conceal

the real state of things, and it was publicly denied, at times,

that the Slaves had shown or felt any sympathy with Brown's

movement, or any disposition to avail themselves of the chance

it offered them to become free. But the fright was too

serious to be hidden ; and testimonies to its existence and ex-

tent, borne both in unguarded words and still more in the

unmistakable language of deeds,— in the multiplication of pre-

cautionary measures— were too abundant and emphatic to be

successfully gainsaid. We cite a single witness out of many,

but one whose position gives weight to his words. Thus speaks

Governor Wise to the people of Richmond. " I shall go on

arming and supplying ammunition to our frontiers, until every

neighborhood where there are Slaves has the means of self-

defence. ***»*! shall implore the people to organize

and take arms in their hands, and practice the use of ai-ms,

and I will cause depots to be established for fixed ammunition

along our borders, and at every assailable point." Moreover,
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there is reason to believe that th?^ Slaves of that region did, to

some extent either find or make, just then, an opportunity to

escape from bondage. A telegraphic despatch from Washing-

ton, on the 18th, says, "it appears from intelligence received

here, to-day, from various portions of Virginia, and Maryland,

that a general stampede of Slaves has taken place." Red-
path speaks of "large numbers of negroes, reported to have

left the neighborhood of Hagerstown, Md., and Alexandria,

Va. ;
" and affirms that he has " positive knowledge of sixteen

Slaves who succeeded in escaping from Harper's Ferry."

On the 20th, oath was made, in due form, before a magistrate,

by Governor Wise and two others, against Bkow^n and his

fellow-prisoners, for murder and other crimes
;
and, on the 25th,

they were brought before a preliminary court of examination,

consisting of eight magistrates. They were escorted from the

jail by eighty armed men ; Browst and Coppoc manacled to-

gether; and both Brown and Stevens so weak from their

wounds as, according to the reporter of the New-York Herald^

to be "unable to stand without assistance." Before the ex-

amination closed a mattress had to be brought in for Stevens

to lie upon. " Guards were stationed around the court-house,

and bayonets glistened on all sides." Emphatic attestations,

were this formidable military array and this indecent haste in

dragging men from beds of sickness to be tried for their lives,

that Virginia trembled before her feeble captives with the

weakness incident to her "peculiar system." So, in effect, a

Pro-Slavery observer, the HeralcVs reporter, represents, in his

despatches on the 25th. He says, "there is to evident inten-

tion to hurr}'^ the trial through, and execute the jirisoners as

soon as possible, fearing attempts to rescue them. ******
It is rumored that Brown is desirous of making a ftiU state-

ment of his motives and intentions thrr ugh the press, but the

court has refused all further access to him by reporters, fear-

ing that he may put forth something calculated to influence

the public mind and to have a bad effect on the Slaves. * * * *

The reason given for huriying the trial is that the people of

the whole county are kept in a state of excitement, and a

large armed forci i.'=! required to prevent attempts at rescue."

The prosecution was conducted by Charles B. Harding,

attorney for Jeffereon County, and Andrew Hunter, counsel
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foi* the State. The court asked if the prisoners had counsel.

BE0V7Jf replied, "Virginians, I did not ask for any quarter

at the- time I was taken. I did not ask to have my life spared.

The Governor of the State of Virginia tendered me his assur-

ance that I should have a fair trial; but under no circum-

stances whatever will I be able to attend to my trial. If you

seek my blood, you can have it at any moment, without this

mockery of a trial. I have had no counsel ; I have not been

able to advise with any one. I know nothing about the feel-

ings of my fellow-prisoners, and am utterly unable to attend, in

any way, to my own defence. My memory do n't serve me

;

my health is insufficient, although improving. There are miti-

gating circumstances that I would urge in our favor, ii a fair

trial is to be allowed us ; but if we are to be forced with a

mere form— a trial for execution— you might spare yourselves

that trouble. I am ready for my fate. T do not ask a trial. 1

beg for no mockery of a trial— no insult— nothing but that

which conscience gives, or cowardice would drive you to prac-

tice. I ask again to be excused from the mockery of a trial.

I do not even know what the special design of this examina-

tion is. I do not know what is to be the benefit of it to the

Commonwealth. I have now little further to ask, other than

that I may not be foolishly insulted only as cowardly bai'barians

insult those who fall into their power.''

The court then assigned two Pro-Slavery, Virginian lawyers,

Charles J. Faulkner, and Lawson Botts, as counsel for

the prisoners. Botts accepted, but Fattlkner declined, be-

cause., among other reasons, from what Brown had said, it was

plain he regarded the appearance of counsel as, under the cir-

cumstances, a mockery. When asked if he would accept these

men as counsel. Brown answered, "I have sent for counsel

who have had no opportunity to bee me. I wish for counsel,

if I am to have a trial ;
but, if I am to have nothing but the

mockery of a trial, as I said, I do not care anything about

counsel. It is unnecessary to trouble any gentleman with that

duty." Being told he was to "have a fair trial," arid ayked

again, if he would accept the counsel assigned, he said, " I can-

not regard this as an examination, under any circumstances. I

would prefer that they should exercise their own pleasure. I

feel as if it was a matter of very little account to me. If they
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had designed to assist me as counsel, I should have wanted

an opportunity to consult them at my leisure." The other

prisoners, when asked, severally acquiesced m the assignment,

and the examination proceeded
;
ending, of course, in remand-

ing the prisoners for trial by the circuit court.

In the afternoon, Judge Parker of the circuit court charged

the grand jury, dwelling with emphasis upon " the enormity of

the guilt " incurred by those " who raise the standard of insur-

rection among us, and shoot down Virginia citizens defending

Virginia soil against their invasion ; " but declaring that the

accused should have a fair and ii.ipartial trial, and giving a plain

hint—which we may therefore, pi-esume he considered necessary

— that no attempt to administer lynch law would be tolerated.

The grand jury retired, and the next day, at noon, Wednesday,

the 26th, returned " a true bill " against each j^risoner, for con-

spiring, with negroes, to produce an insurrection ; for treason

against the CommonAvealth ; and for murder. A Mr. Green,

a Virginian, was put in the place of Faulkner, as counsel for

the prisoners. While the indictment v/as read, the prisoners

Avere required to stand, which Brown could do with difficulty,

and Stevens only by being held upright by two bailiffs. The
State elected to try Brown first. He asked for delay on ac-

count of the state of his health, and the impaired condition of

his hearing by reason of the wounds on his head; also, be-

cause he ex[>ected counsel of his own choice to arrive soon.

"A very short delay" was all he asked. Mr. Botts, as his

counsel, said two or three days would suffice, and hoped the

court would grant it. The prosecutors opposed delay as

" dangerous, to say nothing of the exceeding pressure upon the

physical resources of the community," occasioned by the cir-

cumstances connected with the case ; and contended that it was
" a public duty to avoid, as far as possible within the forms of

law, and with reference to the principle of giving the prisoners

a fair trial, the introduction of anything likely to weaken our

position, and give strength to our enemies abroad, whether it

comes from the mouths of the prisoners, or any other source."

Whaii all this means,— unless that northern counsel, if time

should be given them to come, might bring out facts discredit-

able to Virginia and her "institution," '.tl^iob.V.rrginif'n coun-

sel Avould take no special pains to elicit, '—,w^^;d'o lidt preie.Vd

9
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to understand. 'No delay was granted, though, while the trial

went on, the old man, too weak to walk or sit, lay on his cot,

when in the court room, and, in going to and from it, was car-

ried or supported between two men.

Wednesday afternoon was consumed in impaneling a juvy,

and on Thursday morning the trial began. A despatch was

read, from Akron, Ohio, suggesting the plea of insanity, and

stating facts, provable by witnesses living there, which would

show insanity to be hereditary in Brown's family; but he

promptly and emphatically rejected the plea, declaring that he

did not regard himself as insane, nor wish to bo defended on

any such ground. His counsel then renewed, but without avail,

the request for a postponement
;

asking but a single day, that

the counsel sent for might ax-rive. The day Avas spent in the

respective openings of counsel and the hearing of testimony.

"The report of the day's proceedings ended with this announce-

ment : ' Orders have been given to the jailors to shoot all the

prisomrs., if an attempt is madefor their resmeV
On Friday morning, Geokge H. IIoyt.. a young lawyer from

Boston, appeared as a volunteer counsel for Brown, but hav-

ing had no opportunity to become acquainted with the case, he

did not at once take part in the defence. The giving of evi-

dence for the prosecution continued. Mr. Hunter put in the

Chatham Constitution and letters found in Broavn's carpct-bag.

Tlie witnesses related particulars of the taking of the armory,

and making prisoners of the Avorkmen and others ; also of the

firing and the killing of citizens ; and " all testified to Broavn's

anxiety to avoid shedding blood needlessly ;
" and, that he

" Avas as considerate of the lives and comfort of his prisoners as

Avas consistent Avith his object." Colonel Washington stated

" that negotiations for the release of the prisoners Avere opened,

before the general firing commenced, on Monday. During

the conflict, Broavn frequently gave orders not to fire on un-

armed citizens." lie said, also, that Broavn often complained

of the bad faith of the people in firing on his men Avhen under

a flag of truce ; " but he heard him make no threat, nor utter

any vindictiveness against them."

In the afternoon, among other Avitnesses, Avas Henry
.t^irNTEi;, AvhQ desciij'bod the murder of Thompson, an account

of Avhich is'given oii a preceding page. When the prisoner's
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counsel soiiglit to bring out this testimony, the prosecutor ob-

jected. " The circumstances of the deed miglit be such as he

himself might not at all approve." [Jfiffht be!— indeed.]

" He did not know how that might be, but he desired to avoid

any investigation that might be used for out-door effect and in-

fluence. Not that it was so designed by the respectable coun-

sel, but he thought such was the object of the prisoner in

getting at it. Unless the knowledge of it could be brought

home to the prisoner and his after conduct, he could not see its

relevancy." But the judge admitted it, as part of the general

transaction, the whole of which might be inquired into.

No v>'ondei- Mr. Huxter felt somewhat sensitive about its

coming to light; sensitive, both as a citizen of Virginia,— on

whose reputation the " out-door influence " of such a narrative

must bs far from good,— and as father of the chief jjerpetrator of

the cowardly atrocity. In the South, indeed, it might not be

deemed a stain on the character of the murderer, or of his

native State
;

if, as Redpath says,— and we are aware of no

reason to doubt his assertion,— "this sworn statement of a

cold-blooded murder [hot-blooded, we think, however, in char-

ity, nay, in justice, it should be called], by one of the perjjetra-

tors of it, elicited not one word of condemnation from any

journal published in the Southern States." But the danger

was, that it "would give strength to our enemies abroad;"

which it was " a public duty to avoid as far as possible."

The State's testimony being closed, several witnesses for the

defence were called, but did not answer. The subposnas had

not been returned, nor was it known whether they had been

served. We do not learn that the prisoner's Virginian counsel

made any effort, at this point, to secure his rights
,

and, for

aught which appears, the trial would here have closed, with-

out the hearing of a single witness called on his behalf, if

the old man had not interposed for himself. Rising from his

mattress, he thus addressed the judge,— " May it please the

court, I discover that, notwithstanding all the assurances I have

received of a fair trial, nothing like a fair trial is to be given

me, as it would seem. I gave the names, as soon as I could

get at them, of the persons I wished to have called as witnesses,

and was assured that they would be subpoenaed. I wrote down
a memorandum to that effect, saying where those parties were

;
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but it appears that they have not been subpoenaetl, so far as I

can learn : and now I ask, if I am to have anything at all de-

serving the name and shadow of a fair trial, that this proceeding

be deferred until to-morrow morning; for I have no counsel,

as I have before stated, in whom I feel that I can rely, but I

am in hopes counsel may anive who will attend to seeing that

I get the witnesses who are necessary for my defence. I am
myself unable to attend to it. I have given all the attention I

possibly could to it, but am unable to see or know about them,

and can't even find out their names t and I have nobody to

do any errand, for my money was all taken from me when I

was hacked and stabbed, and I have not a dime. I had two

hundred and fifty or sixty dollars in gold and silver taken from

my pocket, and now I have no possible means of getting any-

body to go any errands for me, and I have not had all the wit-

nesses subpoenaed. They are not within reach, and are net

here. I ask at least until to-morrow morning to have some-

thing done, if anything is designed. If not, I am ready for

anything that may come up." He then " lay down again, drew

his blanket over him, and closed his eyes, and appeared to sink

in tranquil slumber."

Mr. HoYT seconded this very moderate request, so manfully

urged
;

stating that other counsel would probably airive that

night. Messrs. Greejt and Botts immediately withdrew from

the ''.ase, saying that after the prisoner's public avowal of w^ant

of confidence in them, they could no longer act in his behalf;

but hoped the court would allow the night, to the counsel from

Boston, for preparation. Messrs. Hunter and Harding, of

course, strenuously opposed delay. "We have now reached

the point of time," said Harding, " when we are ready to sub-

mit the case to oiie jury upon the evidence and the law;" and

he seemed to take it very hardly that when they were ready,

after putting in all the testimony they desired, and feeling sure

that the prejudice ofjudge and jury was already with them on

every question of law, the other party should be so unreason-

able as not to be equally ready, before ofiering a single witness,

or having a chance to argue a single legal point. But the court

could not fail to see that a refusal, as the case then stood,

would be too glaringly indecent; and might even have a'Avorse

"out-door effect and influence" than anything which delay
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might enable the prisoner's expected counsel to do in his

defence. So, at si?: in the evening, the court adjourned till

the next morning. But, at even this slight concession to

justice and decency, the telegraph announced that " the town

is greatly excited ; the guard has been increased ; the conduct

of Broavn" is generally regarded as a trick."

From such despatches, it is manifest that the aliirmed Vir-

ginians did not guess the purpose of the "trick." John Brown
was quite beyond their depth

;
though doubtless shrewd Law-

yer Hunter, talking about "out-door influence," had some

glimmering and imperfect notion of what he would be at. But,

while the excited toAvn and strengthened guard showed fear

of an attempt at forcible rescue of the prisoners' bodies, the

brave old leader had his mind intent upon a rescue of another

sort, worth more than many such as that ; one which should

help the cause of Freedom in all coming years, not only in this

land of Slavery, but in all lands to which the fame of their

bold deeds should reach
;
making the memory of it and them

an educator of successive generations into hatred of oppression,

and unselfish love of right ; into nobleness of thought and aim

and life. It was the rescue of their movement from all im-

putation or suspicion of ferocity or vengeful passion or wanton

violence or causeless bloodshed, or even of nnkindness or

discourtesy in act or Avord ; the showing of its perfect singleness

of purpose, and the faithfulness with which its one grand

object was pursued ; in short, the vindication of its character,

as strictly a defensive war for liberty, and all the purer from

any stain of selfishness, because not for their own, but for the

liberty of a despised and outcast race. To this end, he gave

these brief directions to his northern counsel,— "those fur-

nished to the Virginians," Redpath says, " were fuller and

more specific." " We gave to numerous prisoners perfect

liberty: get all their names. We allowed immerous other

prisoners to visit their families, to quiet their fears: get all

their names. We allowed the conductor to pass his train over

the bridge with all his passengers ; I myself crossing the bridge

with him, and assuring all the passengers of their perfect safety:

get that conductor's name, and the names of the passengers, so

far as may be. We treated all our prisoners with the utmost

kindness and humanity : get all their names, so far as may be.

9*
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Our orders, from the first and throughout, were, that no un-

armed person should be injured, under any circumstances Avhat-

ever: pi*ove that by all the prisoners. We committed no

destruction or \raste of pi'operty : prove that."

When the court was opened, at ten o'clock, on Saturday,

Samuel Chilton, of Washington, D.C., and Henry Griswold,

of Cleveland, 0., appeared as additional counsel for the prisoner.

They asked for a short delay, if only for a few hours, for pre-

paration; having had no time even to read the indictment,

and the evidence already given. But, as usual, the ijrosecutor

objected, and the court refused the request.

Witnesses for the defence were then examined. John P.

Dangerfield, one of Brown's prisoners, testified, among
other things, that, " from the treatment of Captain Broavn, he

had no personal fear of him or his men during his confinement.

One of Brown's sons was wounded while out with a flag of

truce. The prisoner frequently complained, that his men were

shot down while carrying a flag of truce." Hunter tried

again to stop the giving of this testimony; but the court

decided that it was admissible as going to show the absence

of malice. The witness went on,— "Brown promised safety

to all descriptions of property, except Slave-property. After

the first attack. Brown cried out to surrendei*. Saw Brown
wounded on the hip by a thrust from a sabre, and several sabre-

cuts on his head. When the latter wounds were given, Cap-

tain Brown appeared to bt shielding himself, with his head

dowoj but making no resistance. The parties outside appeared

to be firing as they pleased." The same witness also stated

that his wife and daughter were permitted to visit hlro, unmo-

lested, and free verbal communication was allowed with those

outside. "We were treated kindly, but were compelled to

stay where we did n't want to be." Major Mills, master of

the armory, gave the same testimony as to the shooting of

Brown's son when under a flag of truce, and Brown's com-

plaint that the citizens acted barbarously
;
adding, " he did not

appear to have any malicious feeling. His intentions were to

shoot nobody, unless they were using or carrying arms."

Brown asked if the witness saw any firing, on his part, not

purely defensive. He answered, "it might be considered in that

light, perhaps; the balls came into the eiigiiie-house pretty
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thick." Samuel Sxider corroboiated Dangekfielb's testi-

mony, and said the prisoner "honestly endeavored to protect

his hostages, and wished to make jDcace more for their sake

than for his own safety."

In the afternoon other witnesses confirmed the statements

of these; then the arguing of some legal points, which were

decided against the j^risoner, consimied the time till nearly

dark. Mr. Griswold, therefore, asked the court to adjourn

after the opening argument of the prosecution, to enable the

counsel for the defence to read the notes of the evidence

given before their arrival, and i^rejjare their argument. This,

of course, PIunter stoutly opposed, insisting that the case be

brought to a close that night. If the prisoner's counsel were

unprepared, it was through his own fault, "in dismissing his

faithful, skilful, able, and zealous counsel on yestorda}^ after-

noon." The jurors were kept from their families by these de-

lays, and, besides, " there could not be a female in this county,

who, whether with good cause or not, was not trembling with

anxiety and apprehension." The court consulted with the

jurors, " who expressed themselves very anxiovs to get lioniey

However, for a second time, a sense of justice or of decency

prevailed
;
and, after being assured that the argument for the

defence would not occupy, on Monday, more than two hours

and a half in all, the coui-t, in opj'tosition to Huxter's " earnest

protest," consented to adjourn as requested.

Monday forenoon, the 31st, was occupied with arguments

of counsel ; Griswold opening, and Chiltox closing, for the

defence, and Hunter closing for the prosecution. For the

defence, it was urged that Browx could not be guilty of

treason, for he was not a citizen of Virginia ; that the evidence

did not sustain the charge of levying war against the State,

his purpose being to run off Slaves, and the fighting being

incidental to that, which would not constitute levying war,

even if murder ensued, as that may not have been contem-

plated; that the Constitution of the Provisional Government,

itself, proved that it was not meant to overthrow the gov-

ernment of Virginia
;
that, as to the charge of conspiring with

Slaves, no one had testified to anything said or done by Brown,
or his men, to induce iJie Slaves to rebel ; that no Slave had

been proved to have taken part with them, except one who
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attempted to drill a port-hole, which was done foi* self-protec-

tion and not rebellion ; that the charge of murder implied

premeditated malice, but no such malice had been shown;

that their firing, or intending to fire, only on armed men re-

futed the idea of such malice; and that though they were

amenable to punishment under the laws of Virginia, it was for

other offences than those named in the indictment, and, conse-

quently, under that, they were entitled to acquittal.

The prosecution contended that, inasmuch as, by the Vir-

ginia code, all white persons born in any State of the Union,

and resident in Virginia, are citizens of the State, Beown was

a citizen, for he had come to Harper's Ferry to reside and hold

the place permanently ; that his occupation of a farm, in Mary-

land, was not to fix his domicil there, but "for the hellish

purpose" of ralljing forces against Virginia; that his acts, if

not his declarations, showed that he came there not to carry

off Slaves alone ; that his Provisional Government was a real

thing, and, in holding office under it and exercising its func-

tions, he was guilty of treason ; that conspiring with Slaves

could be done by acts as well as words, and arming them while

holding their masters csptive was advising them to rebel ; and

that the law does not require positive evidence, but only enough

to remove all reasonable doubt of guilt.

The jury retired, and the court took a recess for half an hour.

After an absence of three-quarters of an hour, the jury re-

turned with a verdict of " guilty " of all the offences charged

in the indictment. " Brown sat up in his bed while the ver-

dict was rendered, then lay down very coraposedlj^, without

saying a word." The reporter of the New-York Herald thus

describes the scene. " The crowd filled all the space from the

couch inside the bar, around the prisoner, beyond the railing in

the body cf the court, out through the wide hall and be-

yond the dooi-s. There stood the anxious but perfectly silent

and attentive populace, stretching head and neck to witness

the closing scene of old Brown's trial. It was terrible to

look upon such a crowd of human faces, moved and agitated

with but one dreadful expectancy— to let the eye rest for a

moment upon the only calm and unruffled countenance there,

and to think that he, alone, of all present, was the doomed one

above whose head hung the sword of fate. But there he stood,
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just that man of indomitable will and iron nerve, all collected

and unmoved, even while the verdict, which consigned hini to

an ignominious doom, was pronounced upon him," Chilton

moved an arrest of judgment, for errors in both the indict-

ment and the verdict; the former charging an oifence not

appearing on the record of the grand jury, and the latter

being a general verdict on the whole indictment, and not on

each count separately. The motion .vas ordered to stand over

for argument till the next day.

The facts of this trial, so little honorable to the Virginian

character, are gathered from the statements of Pro-Slavery

reporters, for the Virginians had allowed no others to be jDres-

ent, nor was their vigilance eluded by any other till the day

after the rendition of the verdict, v^^hen a correspondent of the

New-York Tribune somehow succeeded in establishing him-

self at Charlestown.

On Wednesday evening, November 2, Bkown was brought

into court to receive sentence. He was now able to walk,

though with difficulty. Seating himself by his counsel, he

remained motionless, while the judge read his decision, over-

ruling the motion in arrest of judgment ;
and, when asked, in

the usual form, if he had anything to say why sentence should

not be passed upon him, " he rose," the reporter of the Tribune

says, " and leaned slightly forward, his hands resting on the

table. He spoke timidly— hesitatingly, indeed— and in a

voice singularly gentle and mild. But his sentences came con-

fused from his mouth, and he seemed to be wholly unprepai'ed

to speak at this time. [As in fact he was. Not expecting to

be called uj^ for sentence till the other prisoners had been tried,

he was taken by surprise.] The tj'pes can give you no intima-

tion of the soft and tender tones, yet calm and manly, withal,

that filled the court-room, and, I think, touched the hearts of

many Avho had come only to rejoice at the heaviest blow their

victim was to suffer." We give his brief and noble speech

entire.

" I have, may it please the court, a few words to say. In

the first place, I deny evei-ything but what I have, all along,

admitted, of a design, on my part, to free Slaves. I intended,

certainly, to have made a clean thing of that matter, as I did,

last winter, when I went into Missoui'i, and there took Slaves
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without the snapping of a gun on either side, moving them
through tlie country, and dually leaving them in Canada. I

designed to hare done the same thing again, on a larger scale.

That was all I intended to do. I never intended murder or

treason or the destruction of property or to escite or incite

Slaves to rehellion or to make an insurrection. I have another

objection, and that is that it is unjust, that I should suiFersuch

a penalty. Had I interfered in the manner which I admit, and

which I admit has been fairly proved,— for I admire the truth-

fulness and candor of the greater portion of the witnesses who
have testified in this case,—had I so interfered in behalf of

the rich, the powerful, the intelligent, the so-called great, or in

behalf of any of thei:- friends, either father, mother, brother,

sister, w^ife, or children, or any of that class, and suffered and

sacrificed what I have in this interference, it would have been

all right, and every man in this court would have deemed it an

act worthy of reward rather than punishment.
" This court acknowledges, too, as I suppose, the validity of

the law of God. I see a book kissed, which I suppose to be

the Bible, or at least the New Testament, which teaches me
that all things whatsoever I would that men should do to me,

I should do even so to them. It teaches me further to remem-

ber them that are in bonds as bound with them. I endeavored

to act up to that instruction. I say I am yet too young to

understand that God is any respecter of persons. I believe

that to have interfered as I have done, as I have always freely

admitted I have done, in behalf of His despised poor, is no

wrong, but right. Now, if it is deemed necessary that I should

forfeit my life for the furtherance of the ends of justice, and

mingle my blood further with the blood of my children and

with the blood of millions in this Slave-country, whose rights

are disregarded by wicked, cruel, and unjust enactments, 1 say

let it be done.

" Let me say one word fiirther. I feel entirely satisfied with

the treatment I have received on my trial. Consideiing all

the circumstances, it has been more generous than I expected.

But I feel no consciousness of guilt. I have stated from the

first what was my intention, and what was not. I never had

any design against the liberty of any person, nor any disposi-

tion to commit treason or excite Slaves to rebel or make any
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ger-cral insurrection. I never encouj-aged any man to do so,

but always discouraged any idea of that kind. Let me say,

also, in regard to the statements made by some of those who
were connected with nie. I hear it has been stated, by some

of them, that I have induced them to join me, but the contrary

is true. I do not say this to injure them, but as regretting their

weakness. Not one but joined me of his own accord, and the

greater part hi their own expense. A number of thon 1 never

saw and never had a Avord of conversation with, till the day

they came to me, and that was for the purpose I have stated.

Now, I have done."

Sentence of death was then pronounced, fixing December

2, as the day of execution. Brown's counsel pat in a bill of

exceptions, to be referred to the Supreme Court of Appeals, at

Riclimond
;
which, about two weeks later, unanimously sus-

tained the ludgment of the circuit court, without allowing the

prisoner's counsel to be heard.

On the 1st and 2nd of November, Coppoc was tried and

convicted, Hovt and Griswold acting as his counsel. The

next three days were occupied in trying and convicting the

cclored men, Cofelanp and Green. They were ably defended

by GsosGE Sennott, of Boston, "who," it is said, "though

a democrat, excited the ire of the Virginians by the strong

legal points which he unexpectedly made." The count for

treason had to be abandoned on the ground that colored men
are not recognized as citizens. On Monday, the 7th, Stevens

was brought ii>, with " three bullets in his head and two in his

breast," and iaid on a mattress, to undergo, like the rest, the

form of a trial, the result of which had, of course, been prede-

termined. But before a jury had been completed, a message

came from Governor Wise, advising the transfer of Stevens

to the United States Court, and after some discussion among

the lawyers, the case was postponed, and that of Cooke was

taken up. He Avas defended by his brother-in-law, Governor

WiLLARD, of Indiana, two other lawyers from the same State,

and BoTTS and Green, of Virginia. Much interest was ex-

cited by the announcement, during the trial, that a written

confession, from the prisoner, would be read ; and it was gen-

erally hoped that a full revelation of the supposed complicity

of distinguished northern citizens with Brown would be made>
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but the reading of the confession utterly disappointed this

hope, doubtless, for the very cogent reason that there was

nothing of Avhat was looked for, to be reveah'd. Such facts

only were disclosed, as we have menticned in the j)receding

narrative. The trial lasted three days, and ended in a verdict

of not guilty of treason, but guilty of the remaining counts—
for conspiracy with Slaves to rebel, and murder. "Cooke re-

ceived the verdict without any exhibition of emotion." The
four prisoners were brought up on Thursday, to be sentenced

;

and when the usual preliminary question was asked. Cope-

land and Greex had nothing to say ; Coppoc and Cooke re-

plied with substantially the same denials and affirmations which

Brown had made, touching the charges against them, and

the purpose of their expedition. They Avere all sentenced to

be hung ; the colored men in the forenoon, and the Avhite men
in the afternoon, of December 16.

The knowledge that most of the prisoners now lay under

sentence of death, seemed no way to abate the general excite-

ment and alarm, which were at once attested and kept alive,

—

not to say augmented, rather,— by rumors of all sorts, coniing

from all quarters and flying in all directions, some true, more

false, chiefly referring to alleged designs to rescue the doomed
men by force, and to events which were believed to show that

sympathy with them prevailed to a perilous extent among the

Slaves of the surrounding country. Barns, stacks, and other

property, to a large amount, belonging to several of the jurors

in the trials, were destroyed by fire, supposed to have been set

by Slaves or " abolition emissaries." Letters and messages, in

great numbers, "from intelligent and responsible persons," came,

it was said, to Gov. Wise, warning or threatening that bands

were organizing in the North and West, to attempt a rescue.

One rumor was, that Governor Chase, of Oiuo, and another,

that Mai-shal Johnson, of the sanie State, had warned the

Virginian governor of a contemplated movement to that end,

by John Brown, Jr., with from six hundred to a thousand

men, from Ohio. Another told of five hundred from Wisconsin,

to drop in by ones and twos and threes, in time to join "the

Ohio thousand " at the proper moment. Ample military pre-

parations were made to meet the apprehended invasion. The

town was filled with soldiers, — infantry, cavalry, artillery.
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The Tiu'biftie's reporter wrote, " Cannon are planted in front of

the court-house, the jail, and in positions commanding all the

main streets. The approaches to Charlestov/n are also strongly

guarded. At Harjiers Ferry, thci-o are companies of Virginia

militia and United States troops. At Martinsburg, there are

tlu'ee or four hundred soldiers. Elsewhere it is the same."

Tlio presence of strangers in Charlcstown \vas thought so

dangerous as to require a proclamation from the mayor, which

accordingly Avas issued on the 12tli of November, commanding

all such as could not give a satisfactory ;*ccount of themselves,

to leave the town, and county; and requesting certain official

personages and distinguished citizens named, " to make it their

special business " to bring such strangers before some magistrate,

"to be dealt with according to law." Mr. Hoyt, of the

prisoner's counsel, and Mr. Jeavett, of Fraxk Leslie's paper,

— suspected of being a corres]iondent of the Nev\^-York IVi-

hutie^— were told by Colonel Davis, commander of the mili-

tary, that they, particularly, were meant in this warning
;
that,

if they did not leave the place, the mob would certainly be

upon them the next day (Sunday), and he had no force on

which he could rely to protect them. They thought it prudent

to withdraw. It is said, too, that j\Ir. Sexnott, who was

collecting Biiowx's property, for the benefit of his family, was

admonished that he was one of the strangers Avhosc absence

was desired ; and that, for a time, ho was debarred from private

communication with his clients; but thiit his emphatic repre-

sentations induced a second thought, that it was "wisest to

restore him to his just position as counsel." A sculptor, also,

who had come from Boston to obtain a likeness of EitoAv.x, and

measurements of his head, to aid him in making a bust of the

old hero, was deemed,— if not himself a dangerous man,— to

be about a dangerous business ; and perhaps that judgment

vras, after all, not wide of the mark : for these men who " give

bond in stone and ever-during brass " to guard the memories of

those who have " bled nobly" in defence of injured weakness,

are not altogether safe men for the upholdei's of tyranny to

tolerate in the prosecution of their calling. Anyhow, the Vir-

ginian authorities and people appear to have thought so, and

Mr. Brackett, after much solicitation, Avas denied access to

Bkoavn. The jailor told him, as Ave learn from the Tribune's

10
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repoiter, "that his mission in to^vn was well known, and that

there was an immense opposition to it, some hundreds of

people having called on him and insisted, with all the argu-

ments they could bring, that no such thing should be permitted.

Under these circumstances, the jailor did not feel willing to

open his doors," for the desix'ed purpose. It seems, however,

that it was attained without the knowledge or permis:.i'on of

the jealous chivalry. While their watchful eyes were on

Beackett, a friend, well qualified for the task, '•'spent an

agreeable half-hour with Brown in noting doMu everything

that was needed."

These instances which we have named, illustrati\'e of the

suspicious jealousy witli which strangers were regarded, must

stand as representative of many more %\diic'* we liave not

room to mention. A despatch from Baltimore, on the 29th of

November, says "passengei-s are not taken for Harpers Ferry,

on the railroad, unless they previously satisfy the jn-esident and

officers of the company that they have a legitimate business

there
;
and, by an arrangement with the governor of Virginia,

they are furnished with passports." The day before, several

reporters of the northern press, arriving at Harper's Ferry, on

their way to Chavlestown, were turned back by the military.

And so on, to the end of a very long chapter, if it wei-e all

written.

On the 25th, GovernorWise wrote to the president, saying,

"I have information, from v.arious quarters, upon which I rely,

that a conspiracy, of fonnidable extent in means and numbers,

is formed in Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, and other States,

to rescue John Buown and his associates, prisoners at Charles-

town, Ya. The informauon is specific enough to be reliable.

It convhices me that an attempt will be made to rescue the

prisoners: ; and, if that fails, then to seize citizens of this State,

as hostages, and victims in case of execution. ****** j

apprise yoii of these facts, in order that you may take steps to

preserve peace between the States. ****** If another

invasion assails this State or its citizens, from any quarter, I

will pursue the invaders, wherever they may go, into any

temtory, and punish them wherever arms can reach them. I

shall send copies of this to the governors of Maryland, Ohio,

and Pennsylvania." The president responded with an assur-
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ance, that " had you made application to me for the aid which

the Constitution and laAvs of the United States would enable

me to affoivl, this should have been cheerfully and cordially

granted ; " and farther, that " one measure it is both my right

and my duty to adopt, that is, to reenforce the guard already

stationed at Harper's Ferry. ******! haxe, therefore, as

a precautionary measure, directed the secretary of war to order

"two companies of artillery to proceed immediately from Fortress

Monroe to Harper's Ferry "

The co})y of the governor's letter which was sent to Ohio,

was accompanied by a letter to Governor Chase, saying, " I

submit it to you, in the confidence that you will iaithfuUy

eooj^erate with the authorities of this State in preserving the

peace of our coterminous borders. Necessity may compel us

to pursue invaders of our jurisdiction into yours; if so, you

may be assured that it will be done with no disrespcto to the

sovereignty of your State." Governor Chase repli d to this

insolent menace of invasion, and the pretended " infonnation

"

sent witii it, that he had no intelligence of the "preparations"

alluded to, but what the letters themselves convey; and that

was not such as " to enable the authorities of the State to

interpose with certainty or etfect;" that when it should be

made to appear that unlawful combinations for the invasion of

Virginia are forming in Ohio, the executive \/ill promptly do

its duty in breaking them up ; that " the people of this State

will require from her authorities the punctual fulfilment of

every obligation to the other members of the Union ; but they

cannot consent to the invasion of her territor" by anned bodies

from other States, even for the jiurpose of pursuing and arrest-

ing fugitives from justice." A civil and gubernatorial way, we

take it, of saying, to his brother governor, "You are a good

deal more scared than hurt ; but if you attempt to execute your

threat in this direction, you '11 be likely to be as much hurt as

you are scared."

How many of the letters, on the strength of which Governor

Wise so ostentatiously falsified his patronymic, were palpable

forgeries, like that purporting to come from A. Hyatt Smith,

a prominent democrat, of Wisconsin, and instantly detected at

a glance, by Senator Doolittle, of that State, when shown to

him ; how many were the Avicked %vork of thoughtlessly cruel
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wags, seeking their own sport in aggravating the terror of the

hapless Virginians, and goading the governor into tliat betrayal

of "w eakness which he mistook for a display of strength ; how
many were seriously designed to inflict the torment which is in

all fear, as a just punishment of tyranny which naturally breeds

cowardice ; how many were honestly intended warnings from

northern men of " conservative " proclivities, who, taking coun-

sel of their ovm fears, excited, perhaps, by the free and careless'

talk of their neighboi's, really believed that they had made some

grand discovery nearly concerning the nation's welfare; and

how many, of all sorts, the valiant governor actually did receive^

are probably of those things which no man knoweth, or ever

will know. One thing, however, is certain ; that if Virginia,

from them all, learned anything worth knowing, she had to pay

roundly for the knowledge, not only in disquietude of mind, but

in current coin. But the wise governor consoled himself, and

sought to satisfy the people, with the reflection that even if all

his fonnidable military preparations should prove to have been

called out by false alarms, still " they would be useful, to Vir-

ginia, in the end, as showing the alacrity with w^hich her volun-

teers responded to a public call, and the ease and promptness

with which she could concentrate them in force to maintain her

laws, or to repel the violent invasion of her soil." Very likely,

if there were such doubts of that before, as to require an ex-

periment on so large a scale for their removal. But even the

Virginians were not all convinced of the govenior's wisdom, for

we find the Petersburg (Va.) Intelligencer saying, "the excess

of zeal, or of courage, or of timidity, whichever it is, that is now
being played off", is only of a piece with the general conduct of

public men of the South, since the Slavery agitation has absorb-

ed all our politics. If Governor Wise makes so much fuss

where there is no danger, what would he do if there were real

danger?"

Of the events of John Brown's six weeks of prison-life and

the many deeply interesting incidents thereto related, our space

permits us to say very little. Mrs, Child's beautiful and

touching letter to the bravo old man ; her request to be allowed

to visit him in prison, and nurse him while suflTering from his

wounds; her consequent correspondence— on her part so ad-

mirable and effective— with Governor Wise and with Mrs.
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Masox; the visits oi Judge Russell and his wife, of Boston,

and Mrs. Spbixg and her son, of Eagleswood, N, J., and the

displays which thence resulted of Virginian chivalry, in the

shape of rude behavior, coarse insolence, and threats of lynch-

ing ; the many conversations with southern Slave-holding or

Pro-Slavery visitors, in which the martjT-hero "wielded 'the

sword of the spirit,' " as he himself expressed it, " on the right

hand and on the left;" all these and many things besides we
must pass over with little more than a bare allusion, or leave

unmentioned altogether. Some notices, however, of his bear-

ing and appearance, and some extracts from his conversations,

we copy, chiefly from repoi-ts of newspaper con*espondents.

Says the reporter of the New-York 2\ihxine^ "Brown's

cheerfulness never fails him. He converses with all who visit

them, in a manner so free from restraint, and with so much un-

concern, that none can doubt his real convictions of self-

approval. His daring courage has strongly impressed the

people, and I have more than once heard public avowals of

admiration of his fearlessness, in spite oi' ominous murmurs of

disapprobation from bystanders." And again, " Brown's con-

versation is singularly attractive. His manner is magnetic. It

attracts every one who apj^roaches him, and while he talks he

reigns. The other prisoners venerate him." And. yet again,

after describing one particular visit from several southem men,

the reporter adds, " in all his conversation Brown showed the

utmost gentleness and tranquillity, and a quiet courtesy withal,

that contrasted rather strongly with the bearing of some of his

visitors."

The reporter of the jSTew-York Herald wrote, a day or two
after the sentence upon Broavn, to a question about his health,

he replied that, except some inflammation in one of his wounds,
" he was easy in mind and body, and thought he had done his

duty to God and man. If it was decreed that he should suffer

for it, very well, it was of small consequence to him." Said the

same writer, at a later date, " with all who come in a kindly

spirit to visit him. Brown is exceedingly free and open. He
esteems such as friends, and seems to view their leave-taking

%vith regret. But such visits are few," for the prison-doors are

generally barred against them, by " the jealousy and suspicion

with which the people of Charlestown regard all who are likely

10*
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to feel for and sympathize with the prisoner," while those

-known to be hostile to abolition movements " enter in flocks."

He concludes, " it is almost needless to say that Brown awaits

death with that resignation and tranquillity which disarm the

dreaded phantom of all terror."

In Mrs. Spring's account of her interview with him, four

days after he was sentenced, we read that, alluding to the issue

of his late attempt, he said " I do not now reproach myself; I

did what I could, and I think I cannot now better serve the

cause I love so much than to die for it ; and in my death I may
do more than in my life." To the question— asked for others,

not for herself— whether any feeling of revenge had actuated

him, he answered, with " a suqjrised look," and " slowly but

firmly," " I am not conscious of having had a feeling of the kind.

N"o, not in all the wrong done to me and my family in Kansas,

have I had a feruling of revenge." To her remark, that such a

feeling would not sustain him now, he quickly answered, " no,

indeed; but I sleep peacefully as an infant, or if I am wakeful,

glorious thoughts come to me, entertaining my mind." Pre-

sently he added, " the sentence they have pronounced against

me did not disturb me in the least ; it is not the first time that

I have looked death in the face." To the question, how it

would be with him in the long days of his imprisonment, he re-

plied, "I cannot say but I do not believe I shall deny my Lord

and Master, Jesus Christ ; and I should, if I denied ray princi-

ples against Slavery." She continues, " he seems to me to be

purely unselfish, and in all that he has done, to have never

thought of himself, but always of others. In a noble letter to

his wife, which I brought away with me, he entreats his ' dear

wife and children, every one, never, in all your trials, forget

the poor that cry, and him that hath none to help him.'

"

As we have already intimated, he would accept no proffer of

spiritual aid from Pro-Slavery clergymen, though free to con-

verse with any who called upon him, as several c'id, at different

times. A correspondent of the Baltimore American states that

when " approached by a Slave-holding Presbyterian minister

who wished to advise him spiritually, he repelled it, saying that

he did not worship the saiu? God." Another writer represents

him as replying to a Methodist minister, who defended Slavery,

"Tou know nothing about Christianity
; you will have to learn
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the A B C's in the lesson of Christianity, as I find you entire!}'-

ignorant of the meaning of the word. I, of course, respect you

as a gentleraan, but it is as a heathen gentleman." Mr. Lowhy,

of Erie, Pa., a former neighbor of Brown's, after visiting him

in prison, p,poke of him as " a decidedly religious man, though

he sternly refuses to be aided in his pj-ffvers by the Pro-Slavery

divines of Virginia. One of these gentlemen, ifi conversaiioT?.

with me, said that he had called on Bkown, to pray with him.

He said Brown asked if he was ready to fight, if necessity re-

quired it, for the freedom of the Slave. On his answering in

the negative. Brown said that he would thank him to retire

from his cell, that his prayers would be an abomination to his

Gop. To another clergyman, he said that he would not insult

his God by bowing down with any one who had the blood of

the Slave upon his skirts." From another source, we have a

statement that when asked by a Colonel Smith, who j^aid him a

visit, \x company with a son of Governor Wise, -'if he desired a

clergyman to administer to him the consolations of religion, he

answered that he recognized no Slave-holder, lay or clerical, nor

any sympathizer with Slavery, as a Chiistian. He gave the

same reason, afterwards, for his refusal to accept the services of

some clergymen who called upon him. He said he would as

soon be attended to the scaffold by blacklegs or robbers of the

worst kind, as by Slave-holding ministers, or ministers sympa-

thizing Avith Slavery ; and that, if he had his choice, he would

I'ather be followed to the scalFold by barefooted, barelegged,

ragged negro children, and their old grey-headed Slave-mothers,

than by clergymen of this character. He would feel, he said,

much prouder of snch an escort, and wished he could have it.

He told clergymen, who called upon him, that they and all

Slave-holders and sympathizers with Slavery had fiir more need

of prayers themselves than he had, and he accordingly advised

them to pray for themselves, and exhibit no concern about him.

While making these remarks, he requested that he might not

be understood as designing to offer any insult." In letter to

an Anti-Slavery minister, in Ohio, he said, " There are no min-

isters of Christ here. These ministers, who profess to be

Christian, and hold Slaves or advocate Sla\ery, I cannot abide

them. My kneos will not bend in prayer with them while their

hands are stained with the blood of souls."
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His letters, written while in prison, to his wife and children

and the friends who sent him expressions of sympathy, breathe

the same spirit of calm, invincible courage, fortitude, and cheer-

fulness, of deep religious feeling and firm ffiith and quiet resig-

nation, which his lips and life so well attested. We cannot

forbear to make room for a few extracts, necessarily short, but

eminently characteristic.

In his reply to Mrs. Child, after expressing his gratitude for

her " most kind letter and offer to come and take care of" him,

and proposing to her " a different coui-se," with reasons full of

good sense, and that considerate regard for others rather than

himself, which Mrs. Spring so justly ascribes to him, he con-

cludes, "I am quite cheerful under all my afflicting circum-

stances and prospects
;
having, as I humbly trust, ' the peace of

God, which passeth all understanding,' to rule in my heart.

God Almighty bless and i-eward you a thousand fold." To a

Quaker lady, who wrote from Newport, R. I., warmly approving

"the generous and philanthropic motives" which animated him

in his " brave efforts in behalf of the poor oppressed," but, of

course, dissenting from him as to his method, he replied, "You
know that Christ once armed Peter. I think he put a sicord

into mtj hand, and there co7itimced it so long as he saw best,

and then kindly took it from me. Imean when Ifirst tcent to

JTansas. I wish you could know with what cheerfulness I am
now wielding the 'Sword of the Spirit,' on the right hand and

on the left. I bless God that it proves ' mighty to the pulling

down of strongholds.' " Alluding to his family, he said, " they

have much greater need of sympathy than I, who, through Infi-

nite Grace and the kindness of strangers, am 'joyful in all my
tribulations.' ****** J do not feel conscious of guilt in

taking up arms. ****** These light afflictions, which en-

dure for a moment, shall work out for me a far more exceeding

and eternal weight of glory. God will surely attend to his own

cause in the best possible way and time, and he will not forget

the work of his own hands."

A Christian Conservative," of West Newton, Mass., having

written him an excellent letter, addressing him as "dear

brother," commending his conduct in certain particulars, and

adding, " while I cannot approve of all your acts, I stand in

awe of your position, since your capture, and dare not oppose
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you, lest I be found fighting against God; for you speak as one

having authority, and secni to be strengthened from on high ;

"

he answered, " I do certainly feel that through diAdne grace 1

have endeavored to be ' faithful in a very few things,' mingling

Avith even these much of imperfection. I am certainly 'un-

worthy even to suffer affliction with the people of God,' yet

in infinite grace IljE has thus honored me. ****** l can-

not feel that God will sufFer even the poorest service we may
any of us I'ender him or his cause to be lost or in vain. I do

feel, ' dear brother,' that I am wonderfully ' strengthened from

on high.' *«***«! have 7nany opportunities for faithful

plain dealing Avitli the more powerful, influential, and intelli-

gent classes in this region, which, I trust, are not entirely

misiraproved."

Rev. H. L. Vaill, of Litchfield, Ct., of whom Brown was

a pupil in his boyhood, wrote to him, in his prison, a letter of

Christian friendship, and received a rej^ly which Rev. L. W.
Bacon, in sending a copy to the press, calls " heroic and sub-

lime ; " adding, " has ever such an epistle been wiitten from a

condemned cell, since the letter 'to Timotheus,' when Paul

'was brought before Nero the second time?'" In it;, he

said, " notwithstanding ' my soul is amongst lions,' still I be-

lieve that ' God in very deed is with me.' ******! do

not feel condemned of Him whose judgment is just, nor of my
own conscience. Nor do I feel degraded by my imprisonment,

my chain, or prospect of tlie gallows. ****** The jailor,

in whose charge I am, and his family and assistants have all

been most kind
;

and, notwithstanding he was; one of the

bravest of all who fotight me, he is now being abused for his

humanity. ****** I have often passed under the rod of

Him Avhom I call my Father, ****** and yet I have en-

joyed much of life, as I was enabled to discover the secret of

this somewhat early. It has been in making the prosperity

and the happiness of othei-s my own ; so that really I have had

a great deal of prosperity." To Mr. Musgrave, of Northamp-

ton, Mass., he wrote, " men cannot imprison or chain or hang

the soul. I go joyfully in behalf of millions that 'have no

rights ' that ' this great a}id glorious,^ ' this Christian Repub-

lic' is 'bound to respect.'" To a sympathizing letter from

Rev. Mr. McFarland, of Wooster, Ohio, he replied, " I would
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be glad to have you or any of my liberty-loving ministerial

friends here, to talk and pray with me. I am not a stranger

to the way of salvation by Christ. From my youth I have

studied much on that subject, and at one time hoped to be a

minister myself ; but God had another work for me to do. To
me it is given, in behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him,

but also to suffer for his sake. ****** J think I feel as

happy as Paul did when he lay in prison. He knew if they

Irilled him it would greatly advance the cause of Christ ; that

was the reason he rejoiced so. On that same ground 'I do

rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.' Let them hang me ; I forgive

them, and may Gob forgive them, for they know not v/hat

they do." To Judge Tili/Eic, of Cleveland, Ohio, he said, " it

is a great comfort to /eel assured that I am permitted to die

for a cause, not merely to pay the debt of nature, as all must.

I feel myself to be most unworthy of so (treat distinction.

* * * * * * T. wish I had the time and ability to give you

some little idea of what is daily passing within my prison

xoaUs ; and could my friends but witness only a few of those

scenes just as they occur, I think they would feel very well

reconciled to my being here just what lam and j^ist as lam.
My whole life before had not afforded me one-half the oppor-

tunity to plead for the right, ****** 1 have scarce realized

that I am in prison or in irons at all." To Rev. Mr. Milligan,

of New Alexandria, Pa,, he wrote, three days before his death,

" I trust, dear brother, that God, in infinite grace aiid mercy, for

Christ's sake, ' will neither leave me nor forsake me ' till ' I

have shewed hispoicer to this generation, and his strength to

every one that is to come.' " To Mr. Hoyt, who had been his

counsel, he regretted his inability to make other acknowledg-

ment than words, adding, " may God and a good conscience

be your continual reward. I really do not see what you can

do with me any further. I commend my poor family to the

kind remembrance of all friends, but I well understand that

they are not the only poor ifi our workV
To his wife and children he wrote, on the 8th of November,

" I am quite cheerful, having the testimony (in some degree)

of a good conscience that I have not lived altogether in vain.

I can trust God with both the time and the manner of my
death, believing, as I now do, that for me, at this time, to seal
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my testimony (for God and liumanity) with my blood will do

vastly more toward advancing the cause I have earnestly en-

deavored to promote than all I have done in my life before. I

beg of you all, meekly and quietly, to submit to this : not feeling

yourselves in the least degraded on that account." On the

22nd, to his children, " a calm peace seems to fill my mind by

day and by night. Of this, neither the powers of ' earth or

hell ' can deprive me. Do not, dear children, any of you, grieve

for a single moment on my account. As I trust my life has not

been thrown away, so I also humbly trust that my death shall

not be in vain. God can make it to be a thousand time? more

valuable to His own cause than all the miserable service (at

best) that I have rendered it during my life. ****»« I feel

just as content to die for God's Eternal Truth and for suffering

humanity, on the scaffold, as in any other way." And on the

24th, " I have had many interesting visits from Pro-Slavery

persons, almost daily, and I endeavor to improve them faith-

fully, plainly, and kindly. I do not think I ever enjoyed life

better than since my confinement here. For this, I am indebted

to infinite grace and kind letters from friends from different

quarters. I wish I could only know that all my poor family

were as composed and as happy as I." And on the 30th, in

his letter to his family, " I am waiting the hour of my public

murder with great composure of mind and cheerfulness, feeling

the strong assurance that in no other possible way could I be

used to so much advantage to the cause ofgood and of humanity,

and that nothing that either I or all my family have sacrificed or

suffered will be lost. The reflection that a wise and merciful

as well as just and holy God rules not only the affairs of this

world, but of all worlds, is a rock to set our feet upon under

all circumstances. I have now no doubt but that our seeming

disaster will ultimately result in the most glorious success
;

so,

my dear shattered and broken family, be of good cheer, and

believe and trust in God with all your heart, and with all your

soul ; for He doeth all things well. Do not feel ashamed, on

my account, nor for one moment despair of the cause or grow

weary of well-doing. I bless God I never felt stronger con-

fidence in the certain and near approach of a bright morning

and a glorious day than I have felt, and do now feel, since my
confi'nement here."
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As tlie day of execution approached tlie Virginians grew, if

possible, more anxious, and their precautionary measures more
formidable. The Richmond Enquirer sent forth its admoni-

tion that " in view of everytliing surrounding the State and its

border, it will be necessary for the people not to flock in crowds

to the scenes of the executions. The times when thev occur

will be the very times when the homesteads on the border will

be most threatened with torches. Let those not under ai'ms

at the executions, band together as guards of the border."

On the 29th of November, Governor Wise proclaimed that

the State had taken possession of the Winchester and Potomac
Railroad, and would use it entirely for military purposes on

the fii-st three days of December; warned the people to re-

main at home, on patrol duty, on the day of execution, to pro-

tect their own property ; forbade the approach of women and

children to the place of execution; cautioned strangers of

danger in coming to or near Charlestown on that day; and an-

nounced that, if deemed necessary, martial law would be pro-

claimed and enforced. General Taliaferro, who had now
taken command of the military, also issued a proclamation,

saying that all strangers, who could not give a satisfactory

account of themselves, would be arretted, and all strangers

approaching Charlestown would be turned back or an-ested.

He, too, " emphatically warned the people to stay at home
and protect their property. The telegraph was put under

government surveillance, and the military force was increased

to neai'ly three thousand. A large brass cannon, charged with

grape-shot, was planted where it could sweep the scaffold, and

other cannon were placed so as to command the jail and every

approach to it. The stations for the soldiery and sentinels on

the field of death were so arranged that no one else could

come Avithin hearing of the scaffold; "with the object," says

the Tribune^s reporter, "of keeping the people beyond the reach

of Brown's voice, should he desire to deliver an incendijuy

speech," so terrible to Slaverj' were the words of one old

man, hedged in with bayonets, his arms pinioned, and a halter

about his neck. " 'T is conscience that makes cowards of us all,"

should have been the motto blazoned on the martial ensigns of

Virginia's soldiery that day.

On Wednesday night, the 30th of November, Mrs. Brovtn
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arrived at Harper's Fern,'^, on her way to Charlestown, ac-

companied by Hectoe Tyxdale and James M. McKim and

his wife, of Philadelphia. She bore an order from Governor

Wise to General Taliaferro, for the delivery of her husband's

body to her, or hei agent, after the execution ; and a letter,

also, from the governor, assuring her of his " sympathy with

her affliction," and of " the exertion of" his " authority and per-

sonal influence to assist" her " in gathering up the bones of"

her " sons and her husband, in Virginia, * for decent and tender

interment among their kindred.' " Assurances were given by
the officers, at Harper's Ferry, that no measures would be taken

to prevent her and her friends from proceeding, on the follow-

ing day, to Charlestown. But it seems the authorities, at

Charlestown, thought she was approaching with an escort

dangerously strong; for the next morning came a despatch,

from head-quarters, saying, " detain Mrs. Brown, at Harper's

Ferry, until further orders, with the lady and two gentlemen,

and watch them." Most certainly ! By all means, detain and

watch them ; for who knows with what desperate designs they

come ? With two men and one woman, ali the way from the

" Quaker City," who knows but she may " break through the

thick array of your thronged legions," O, valiant Taliaferro,

and bear away, triumphantly, the body of her husband, and

those of his companions, too, without waiting for the hangman

to do his office on tliem ? As you value the peace and honor

of Virginia, and the sacred majesty of her law, do n't let them

come to Charlestown. And he did not

!

After " several hours " of " triangular correspondence by
telegraph between Charlestown, Richmond, and Hai-per's Fer-

ry," as the Tribune's coiTcspondent tells us, " a despatch from

General Taliaferro " brought intelligence " that he had sent

a file of dragoons to escort Mrs, Brown, but not the others."

When she reached the jail, between four and five in the after-

noon, Captain Avis and his wife received her kindly; but

Mrs. Avis, by order of the higher authorities, took her aside,

and searched her, lertt she should convey to her husband some

means of self-destruction. Meanwhile General Taliaferro

repaired to Brown's cell, and asked how long he wished the

interview with his wife to last. "I>r6t long," he aniiwered,

" three or four hours will do." The general thought he could

11
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not gi'ant so long a time. " Mrs. Brown must return, to-night,

to Harper's Ferry," he said. "Well, carry out your orders,"

Brown replied, "I ask no favors of the State of Virginia."

The general withdrew, and Captain Avis led in Mrs. Brown.
They met in " silence more eloquent than any utterance could

have been. For some minutes they stood speechless— Mrs.

Brown resting her head upon her husband's breast, and clasping

his neck with hv^r arms. At length they sat down, and spoke."

In the conversation which ensued, he said, in answer to an

allusion to their children, " those that are dead to this AA'orld

are angels in another. How are all those still living? Tell

them their father died without a single regret for the coui-se he

has pursued— that he is satisfied that he is right in the eyes

of God and all just men." He also "requested his wife to

make a denial of the statement, which had gained publicity,

that he had said, in his interview with Governor Wise, that he

had been actuated by feelings of revenge. He had never made
such a statement, and such base motives had never been his

incentive to action." She remained with him a little more

than two hours, conversed of family affairs, took supper with

him, received from him his papers, including his will, and part

of his effects, and "was led away Avith the utmost consideration

by Captain Avis," and reached Harpers Ferry again, much
exhausted, at nine o'clock the same evening. She had wished,

before leaving the jail, to speak to the other prisoners; but

General Taliaferro had forbidden that, and thoug]>. Captain

Avis expressed a willingness to permit it, at his ovrn risk, she

declined, under the cli'cuinstances.

"After her departure Brown wrote till midnight; and, at

daybreak, resumed his labor with undiminished energy." The
contents of a paper, relating to the affairs of his family, Avhich

was sent to his wife witli his body, "indicated that it must

have been written just before he left the jail for the scaffold."

At half-past 10, on Friday morning, he was called upon to pre-

pare for death. The sheriff bade him farewell in his cell.

Brown thanked him for his kindness, and was then taken to

the cells of the other prisoners, except that of Hazlett, whom
he had all along refused to recognize. He took leave of them,

with a few words to each, exhorting them to " stand up, like

men, and not betray their friends." In his parting with Cooke
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there seems to have been some severity. He charged Cooke
with having made a false statement, in saying [in his con-

fession] that he was sent to Haq^er's Ferry to gain informa-

tion. " Cooke replied, ' we remember differently,' and dropped

his head." Stevens answered his old captain's greeting with,

Good-bye, captain ; I know you are going to a better land."

Brown said, I know I am."

As he was about leaving the jail, " a black woman, with her

little child in her arms, stood near his way. He stopped, for a

moment, in his course, stooped over, and, with the tenderness

of one whose love is as broad as the brotherhood of man,

kissed it affectionately. That mother, says the Trihcne's cor-

respondent, in relating the incident, "will be proud of that

mark of distinction for her offspring, and some day, when over

the ashes of John Broavn the temple of Virginian liberty is

reared, she may join in the joyful song of praise which, on that

soil, will do justice to his memory." The same writer says,

"on leaving the jail John Beown had on his face an expres-

sion of calmness and serenity characteristic of the patriot who
is about to die with a living consciousness that he is laying

down his life for the good of his fellow-creatures. His face

was even joyous, and a forgiving smile rested upon his lips.

His was the lightest heart, among friends or foes, in the whole

of Charlestown, that day, and not a word was spoken that

was not an intuitive appreciation of his manly courage. Firmly,

and with elastic step, he moved forward. He mounted the

wagon, which was to convey him to the scaffold, and took his

seat with Captain Avrs, the jailor— whose admiration of his

prisoner is of the profoundest nature. Mr, Sadler, the un-

dertaker, rode with them. He, too, was one of Brown's

staunches! friends in his confinement, and pays a noble tribute

to his manly qualities. ****** X ^as very near the old

man, and scrutinized him closelv. He seemed to take in the

whole scene, at a glance, and he straightened himself up

proudly, as if to set to the soldiers an example of a soldier's

courage. He remarked on the beauty of the country, 'the

more beautiful' to him, because he had 'so long been shut

from it.' ' You are more cheerful than I am. Captain Brown,'

said Mr. Sadler. ' Yes,' said the captain, ' I ought to be.'

"

The wagon was escorted to the scaffold by a company of
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cavalry and five companies of infantry, and, including these,

more than five hundred soldiers were ' stationed around the

gallows, and nearly three thousand, in all, were upon the

ground, while "lines of pickets and patrols," says Redpath,
" encircled the ^eld for fifteen miles." No spectators, except

the military, the members of the press, and some half a dozen

privileged civilians, were admitted upon the field, and but a

small number, estimated at from two to four hundred, were

gathered around it; fears of insurrection or invasion having

kept the people, generally, at home. By the aid of a glass a

few women could be seen standing at the windows of distant

houses, but none within reach of the unassisted eye. As the

cavalcade entered the field. Brown noticed the absence of

citizens, saying, " they should be allowed to be present, as well

as others." On reaching the gallows, he mounted the plat-

form with unfaltering step, and form erect, giving to Mr.

Hunter and Mr. Green, as he passed them., standing near,

his firm-voiced " good-bye, gentlemen ;
" and waitc' silently

the making of the last arrangements. When the cap was

about to be drawn on, he bade farewell, with evident deep

feeling, to those about him, eaying to Captain Avis, " I have

no words to thank you for all your kindness to me;" and

then stood motionless while the rope was placed around his

neck. " I know," says an eye-witness, " that every one within

view was greatly impressed with the dignity of his bearing.

I have since heard men of the South say that his courageous

fortitude and insensibility to fear filled them with amazement."

Being asked if he would have a handkerchief to drop as a

signal, he declined it, saying, " I am ready at any time ; but

do not keep me waiting needlessly." His last request of Vir-

ginia was not granted. The proceedings were delayed, at least,

ten minutes, for the military to perform some useless evolu-

tions, he waiting all the while, in calm composure, with cap

and halter on; till the spectators, to whom "each moment
seemed an hour," unable to represT their feelings, began to

murmur " shame !
" At last the idle show was over ; the signal

given; and, with a wailing creak of hinges, the falling drop

proclaimed the martyrdom accomplished.

"An able writer asks," says Redpath, "was that wailing

creak symbolic of the wail of grief that went up, at the mo-
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ment^ from thousands of friends to the cause of emancipation

throughout the land?" Nay, rather say it was a wail of pain

from the demon of oppression, conscious of a fatal wound from

that victorious death.

The martyr's testimony was sealed ; the hero's warfare ended.

He had fought a good fight with spiritual, if not with carnal

weapons ; he had finished his course, as grandly as he had be-

gun it bravely and unselfishly; he had kept the faith, the

loving faith of Him who came to preach deliverance to tbe

captives ; for his crown of righteousness we fear not to trust

him to the Lord, the righteous Judge ; and even for his

earthly fame we wait, with not a shade of doubt, the verdict of

posterity.

" They never fail who nobly die for right;

God's faitliful martyrs cannot suffer loss
;

Their blazing fagots sovr the world with light,

And heaven's gate swings upon their bloody cross."

Virginia, too, must bide the judgment of posterity for having

deliberately murdered, with the desecrated fonns of law, a

man whose worth wrung I'ecognition from her governor under

circumstances most unfavorable to the perception and confes-

sion of it in such a quarter
;
constraining an acknowledgment

of his "integrity and courage and fortitude and simple in-

genuousness, his truthfulness, intelligence, and humanity." She

has even now, and amidst a Slave-liolder's prejudices and mis-

conceptions, a faint, a very faint, foreshadowing of that judg-

ment, as to a single point, in the words of the Frankfort

(Ky.) Yeoman, arguing in favor of "clemency" toward her

captive. "If a European despot," says the Yeoman, "can,

with the applause of half a universe, restore to their country

and friends thousands of exiled enemies, many of them men
of great abilities, think of the shame which must rest upon

the Commonwealth of Virginia, with a million of freemen,

themselves the sovereignty, and a quarter of a million of Slaves

held under patriarchal rule, if her security demands and re-

ceives the blood of one old, brave, bad man." If the Yeoman,
even while condemning him as "bad," thinks it so great a

shame for Virginia to kill the " brave old man," how may we
expect the deed to be regarded, when, prejudice dispelled, hifl

11*
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character revealed in qjl its mo):al grandeur, he shall be owned,

by an admiring world, as good as he was brave; and the

harshest ciiticism couplod with his name shall be, "he erred in

judgment in his choice of means to achieve a just and glorious

end?" One hope, however, Virginia may cherish. The charity

of that coming day will doubtless make a due allowance for

the barbarism of her social state in this, and will not judge

her by the standard which would be applied to civiiizeu com-

munities.

We hardly need to say -r- so well known is the position,

always held by this Society, as to the proper means of carry-

ing on the Anti-Slavery warfare— that, in our tribute to the

memory of the noble hero-martyr, we mean not to imply ap-

proval of his method, or any doubt or question of the well-

proved wisdom of that plan of action which we have been

pursuing from the first. So far from that, we think that one

important lesson, taught by his experience, rightly read, is the

superior force and fitness of moral over physical power, for the

successful prosecution of a work like ours. It therefore has

confirmed us in the choice we made, at the beginning, of

spiritual instead of carnal weapons for the palling down of the

strongholds of oppression.

A few hours after the execution, the body of John Brown
was delivered to Messrs. Tyndale and McKim, at Harper's

Ferry. Mrs. Bkown had wished to get the remains of Olives

and Watson, also ; bat the fonner had been buried, two days

after the final battle, in a large pit, promiscuously with the

other slain of the company ; and the latter had been carried

off to Winchester Medical College, for dissection, so that

neither was in a condition to be removed ; but she was assured

by Colonel Bassour, Superintendent of the United States

Armory, that all the bodies should be disinterred, and re-buried

with becoming propriety. On Saturdary, she and her friends,

with her husband's body, arrived in Philadelphia, at a little

after noon, mejtiiing to stay there untU Monday morning;

partly to give herself the rest she greatly needed, and partly

to put the body, as soon a possible, into an undertaker's care.

But the mayor of the city, taking on himself what was, to say

the least, a very questionable authority, insisted that it should

go on by the next train to New York. So it went on, accom-
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panied by Mr. McKim ; while Mrs. Baow^f remained in Phila-

delphia to rest. One oi the noblest mm that city holds, Rev.

Wm. H. Furness, referring, through the press, to the mayor's

arbitrary course, remarked that he "thought the time was

not far distant when the citizens of Philadelphia would be

sorry to remember that the remains of John Bkown were

not suffered to rest, a few hours, in our city ; and that, if the

feeling of the public had been up to the greatness of the occa-

sion, the whole population of Philadelphia would have been at

the depot, with all our authorities, civil, ecclesiastical, and

military, at their head. That the mayor," he continued,

"transcended his authority in thus casting out the body of

one, of whom an officer of the navy and a native of South

Carolina remarked that this country had not produced his like

for a hundred years, must be manifest to all. Mrs. Brown
arrived in Hew York on Sunday evening, and the next morn-

ing continued on her homeward journey, attended by Mr.

McKiM and Wendell Phillips. " The friends of the Slave,

in New York," says the Anti-Slavery Standard^ "had ex-

pected that some oppoitunity would be afforded, here, for pub-

lic manifestations of respect for the remains of the martyr;

but his own dying wish, the earnest desire of Mrs. Brown
that his children and grandchildren might be permitted to

look upon his features before decomposition, and other con-

siderations that need not be mentioned, led to the conclusion

that it would be best to take them quietly, speedily, and un-

ostentatiously, to the family residence for interment. This

course was, on the whole, deemed most in accordance with the

Eiraple, undemonstrative gi-andeur of the old man's character.

****** It was our privilege to look upon the face, and

lay our hand upon the brow of the martyred dead. The
features wore a calm and placid expression, as if the noble old

man had simply laid down to rest for a night."

Of the journey to North Elba, the reception there, and the

funeral services, we glean a few particulars from a deeply in-

teresting and pathetic narrative, published in the Anti-Slavery

Standard^ of December 17th, from the pen of J. M. McKm.
Passing through Troy, New York, where they had to wait

two hours for the northward train
;
spending a night at Rut-

land, Vermont
;
making a short pause at Vergennes, their last
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point on the railroad ; crossing Lake Champlain in a boat

which diverged from its course on purpose to land them at

the point most convenient for them; spending the second

night at E^lzabethtown, the county seat of Essex County,

where Brown was well known and had many friends ; and
thence toiling, through a long day's ride, over a difficult moun-
tain-road, the party reached their destination, after dark, on

Wednesday evening. At the places where they stopped,

though notice of their coming had not gone before, the news
of their arrival brought together large numbers of the people,

without distinction of party, including lawyers, judges, and

other leading citizens, eager to do honor to the memory of

the departed hero, and show respect and sympathy for his

bereaved wife. At Vergennes, after their wants had been

hospitably "npplied at the hotel, carriages were provided to

convey the body and its attendants to the lake-shore, and a

pi'ocession formed quietly and escorted the party about a third

of a mile to the bridge over Otter Creek, then falling into

a double line, with uncovered heads, allowed them to pass

through, and so took silent leave of them. " It was a spon-

taneous tribute, and an affecting sight." At Elizabethtown

the sheriff offered the court-house as a resting-place for the

body through the night, and six young men, including several

lawyers, vol mteered to guard it thei*e till morning. Thither,

although a heavy rain was falling, it was followed by a respecta-

ble procession, formed at the moment's call; and "soon the

house was filled by the leading residents of the town, eager

to learn from Messrs. Phillips and McKim all the particulars

of the execution. They found it hard to realize that their old

friend and fellow-citizen, the man whom they had known so

well, and only known to respect, had actually been put to

death. They had not thought that, in the last extremity, "V'ir-

ginia would do the bloody deed. They did not see how
Governor Wise could have deliberately consented to the death

of such a man."

The unusually bad condition of the road made their anival at

North Elba later than had been expected ; and anxious friends,

who had been waiting for them all the afternoon, and were now
out with lighted lanterns watching for their coming, met them
as they approached, and led them to the house without a
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word. "A burst of love and anguish " marked the meeting of

the widow and her children; "but soon all was composed.

Emotion was put under constraint— an accustomed task with

these people— and all was quiet." After the evening meal

Mr. McKiM, at Mrs. Brown's request, related to the family

and guests, as fully as the time allowed, all which had hap-

pened in the sad pilgrimage from which she had just returned

;

and " Mr. Phillips then took up the theme, and, in the tender-

est and most beautiful manner pursued it, till all tears were

wiped away. A holy, pensive joy seemed gradually to dispel

all griefj and a becoming filial and conjugal pride to reconcile

these stricken ones to their destiny."

The funeral took place at one o'clock, the folloAving day,

December 8. The country being thinly settled, the house,

with crowding, could hold all who came. Besides the strangers

who had come with Mrs. Brown, were present Mr. L. G.

BiGHLow, and Rev. Joshua Young, and two others, of Bur-

lington, Vermont., who "had travelled all night through the

storm, and over the dismal mountain, to be present at the

burial." The hymn, beginning, " Blow ye the trumpet, blow,"

which had been a favorite one with Brown, was sung; a

short, impressive prayer, by Mr. Young, was followed by ad-

dresses, which we need not say were fit and eloquent, from

McKjAt and Phillips ; another hymn was sung
;
neighbors and

friends, and last the family, gave the still face their parting

look ; the procession moved to the grave, beneath the shadow

of a rock near by ; and when the body was lowered into it,

and "a gush of grief, apparently beyond control, burst fro

the family," those words of Paul to Timothy, so admirably

apt to the occasion— "I have fought a good fight; I have

finished my course ; I have kept the faith ; henceforth there is

laid up for me a crown of righteousness which the Lord, the

righteous Judge, shall give to me ; and not to me only, but

unto all that love his appearing ;
" were uttered in the " deep

and mellow voice" of Mr. Young; and then he closed the

solemn service with the customary form of benediction. " The

words seemed to fall like balm on all who heard them. The

sobs were hushed, and soon the family, with the rest, retired

from the grave, leaving the remains of the loved one to their

last repose."
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On the 1st of November, the day after Brown's conviction,

the Executive Committee of the American Anti-Slavery So-

ciety met in Boston, and adopted a resolution, recommending

"to the friends of impartial freedom throughout the Free

States, in case of the execution of Captain Jonx Bkown, to

observe that tragical event, ox the day of its occurrexce,

in such manner as by them may be deemed most appropiiate

in their various locahties— whether by public meetings and

addresses, the adoption of resolutions, private conferences, or

any other justii5able mode of action— for the furtherance of

the Anti-Slavery cause." Editors of newspapers were re-

quested to copy the notice, or to give its substance in their

columns. In compliance with this request it was widely copied

by the press, and found favor in all directions. And in a mul-

titude of places, scattered over all the North ; in Philadelphia,

New York^, and Boston, in Providence and Worcester, Albany

and Cleveland ; in short, in cities, towns, and villages, far more

than we have room to name, the 2nd of December was a day

of solemn convocation ; church bells were tolled, minute guns

were fired, and emblems of mourning were displayed, appro-

priate hymns were sung, and prayers were offered, speeches

were made, and resolutions were adopted expressing admira-

tion of the martyr, condemnation of the treatment he received

from the Virginian people and authorities, and strong abhor-

rence of the system for whose safety he was doomed to die.

In many meetings his last speech was read, and very generally,

we believe, collections were made, or provided for by the

appointment of commii;tees to make them, in aid of his be-

reaved family, and those of his slain comiJanions. We cannot

doubt that the occasion, opening, as it did, so largely the hearts

of the people to the appeals of truth and justice and humanity,

and faithfully used as it was by so many earnest advocates

of right and freedom, did much to spread and strengthen Anti-

Slavery feeling and conviction, and to advance the Anti-Slavery

cause toward its predestined triumph.

John Brown's Companions.

On Thursday evening, December 15, a sentinel, stationed

near the Charlestown jail, discovered and defeated an attempt



JOHN" brown's companions. 135

of Cooke and Coppoc to escape. With a saw, made of an old

pocket-knife, they had cut througli their irons ; and with a sort

of chisel, made of an old bed-screw, had removed brick after

brick from the prison-wall, until the opening was sufficient to

let them through into the yard. Then, aided by the timbers of

the scaffold on which Bbown was hung, they climbed the outer

wall, about fifteen feet in height, and would have dropped

down on the other side had not the sentinel observed them,

and given the alami. Could they have gained the open street,

ten minutes run, it is said, would have taken them to the

Shenandoah mountain, and with tlie advantage of the darkness,

and their thorough knowledge of the mountains, their chance for

a complete escape would have been by no means desperate. But,

being detected before they reached the gi-ound, they gave up

the attempt as hopeless and retreated to the yard, where they

were rearrested by General Taliaferro and the officer of the

day, who hastened to the jail upon the first alarm.

Green and Copbland were executed in the forenoon of the

next day, and Cooke and Coppoc in the afternoon. They bore

themselves with a firmness, quiet courage, and composure,

worthy of the followers of John Brown. "A few minutes

before leaving the jail," as the Baltimore Sun informs us,

" CoPELAND said, ' If I am dying for Freedom, I could not die

for a better cause—I had ratJier die than he a Slave / "' A
military officer in charge, on the day of the execution, says, " I

had a position near the gallows, and carefully observed all. I can

truly say, I never witnessed more firm and unwavering fortitude,

more perfect composure, or more beautiful propriety, than were

manifested by young Copeland to the very last." Of Cooke
and Coppoc, the Tribuneh correspondent says, " the prisoners

ascended the scaffold with a determined firmness that was

scarcely surpassed by Captain Brown." And again, " The calm

and collected manner of both Avas very marked. They both

exhibited the most unflinching firmness." In a convei-sation, at

the jail, on the morning of the fatal day, " Cooke said to a gen-

tleman who addressed him, that they fully believed Slavery to

be a sin, and that it would be abolished in Virginia in less than

ten years, and that by the people of Virginia. He was prepared

to die in such a cause, and thought he had done nothing to re-

gret, so far as jirinciple was concerned." Just before they left
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the prison for the scaflfold, a friend remai-ked that it was hard

to die. "It is the parting from friends," responded Coppoc,
" not the dread of death that moves us." In one respect their

conduct differed from their leaders. They consented to receive

the offered services of the clergy, and religious exercises vrere

performed, both at the jail and on the scaffold.

Cookk's body was sent to his friends in New York city, where

his funeral took place on the morning of the 20th, at a private

house, the place of woriship of the church to which his relatives

belong having been refused for the purpose, except under such

restrictions as rendered the use of it impossible. The attend-

ance was large; "not less," the Tribune states, "than six

hundred or eight hundred, including many ladies, were stand-

ing in the rain two hours, along the street before the house ; so

great was the fascination of his life and death." Rev. Mr.

Caldicott, of the South Baptist Church, who, aided by two

other clergymen, conducted the services, spoke of the departed

as "a child of God," attested his affectionate disposition, his

faithful attachment to his friends, and his love for the Christian

religion, adding that " if he made any mistake in life, it was in

pity of those over whom wept Christ ; he thought he was labor-

ing for the good of Christ's oppressed ones." The body of

Coppoc, also, was given to his friends, and "his funeral took

place near Hanover, Ohio, on the 18th, and was conducted ac-

cording to Quaker rites, his fiiends belonging to that order.

There were two thousand persons at the funeral." Copeland

and Green were buried on the spot where they were hung,

and all effoits of their friends to get their bodies for interment

elsewhere proved unavailing. A correspondent of the Cincin-

nati Gazette^ who was present at the execution, says, "they

were allowed to remain in the ground but a few moments,

when they were taken up and conveyed to Winchester for

dissection."

According to a correspondent of the Cleveland Leader^ the

relatives of Copkland, living in Ohio, applied, by telegraph, to

Governor Wise, through A. N. Bekchee, Mayor of Oberlin,

for the body of their kinsman, and the governor promised that

it should be given, by General Taliafeero, to any white citizen.

But when, at Mayor Bekcheb's telegraphed request, a southern

gentleman, sojourning in Washington, "strongly Pro-Slavery
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in sentiment," provided witb an order for tlie body, and a letter

from the congressman of the Chai-lestown district, called upon

General Taliaferro, and jH-esented his credentials, he was

arrested and kept twelve hours, and then permitted to return

to Washington. Some, we have heard, were so uncharitable,

as, from these facts, to infer a deliberate design to give the

medical students time to secure their coveted pi'ize, although a

governor's promise must thereby be broken. A Virginian

govej-nor's word is sacred, we suppose, unless the keeping of it

will accrue to the advantage of that sort of folks who " have no

rights," &c., [see Taney, on Dred Scott,] or, possibly, will

gratify the feelings of that other sort who will not take Judge

Taney's dictum for law and gospel both. Unwilling to be

baffled so, however, the friends of Freedom, in Ohio, resolved to

make another effort to obtain the bodies of the colored men

;

and, for that purpose, Professor James Monroe, of Oberlin

College, went to Virginia, but his endeavor, earnest as it was,

was unsuccessful.

On Sunday, December 29, the funeral of Copeland was
attended, in the church, at Oberlin, "by full three thousand

l)ersons." Professor Monroe gave an account of his mission to

Virginia, from which he had just returned. Professor Peck
"preached," we are .told, "an eloquent funeral sermon," in

which " he marked the providence of God, which had furnished

for the colored race a not less firm, heroic, and Christ-like

champion than had the white race in the person of the im-

mortal John Brown." "How brightly," said he, "do his

virtues sliine Avhen the circumstances of his last days are care-

fully considered ! Falsely published, by the highest authority

of Virginia, as craven and trembling
;

fearful, doubtless, that

the base slander might be believed ; uncheered by the friendly

assurance of admiring thousands which so greatly sustained

other patriots; suiTounded by those who never dreamed of

nobleness in a negro, why did he not sink? I answer

—

God
inspired him with Christian courage to nobly represent a race

;

and how worthily did he represent them !

" The Anti-Slavery

citizens of Oberlin have undertaken to erect a monument to

CoPELAND, and his colored comrades, Lewis Leaey and

Shields Green, "those noble representatives of the colored

race of the nineteenth century," as they are called in a circu-

12
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lar sent out to ask subscriptions for the object. The circular

contains two letters written by Copei.akd, while in jail, await-

ing execution. A correspondent of the Anti-Slavery Standard,

justly says, they " are, in every way, creditable productions, and

proofs that the ^vriter is not unworthy the monument which his

friends propose to erect to his memory."

During the first week in January, a Slave of Colonel Fkaxcis

McCoRMicK, in Clarke County, Va., (adjoining Jefferson County,

in which Harper's Ferry is.) was tried, convicted, and con-

demned to death, on a charge of conspiring with other Slaves,

to rebel. The I7th day of February was appointed for his

execution. The court "strongly recommended him to the

mercy of the executive
;
" but the Clarke County Consei'vator,

from which we learn these facts, says, " we have not the re-

motest idea that Governor Letcher will be so indiscreet as to

commute the sentence." Whether the governor has acted, thus

indiscreetly, or not, we are ' not informed. But if we may
believe the testimony given at the trial, as reported by the

Conservator, the loyalty of Slaves to masters, in that region,

would hardly seem to stand so high as Governor Wise, Judge

Parker, and Attorney Harding rate it. The Slave in ques-

tion, Jerry, it appears, excited the suspicion of a white man,

Mr. Chamblik, by the alacrity of his rq^lies to certain ques-

tions, asked, " without any particular motive," as to the number

of his master's Slaves, and of the colored people thereabouts,

&c. So Mr. Chamblix went on to question Jerry further,

toith a motive. What did he think of the affair at Harper's

Ferry? Jerry "was glad to hear of it." Why was he not

vbere? "Because I did not know exactly when to go."

Would he have gone if he had known ? " Yes ; and I have

four sons who would have followed mc. I would be ready to

go ai any time." And, turning to another negro, Joe, who
was at work with him, Jerry said, " Avould not you go, too ?

"

Job would, and asked the white man if he was one of Brown's
men. "Yes;" was the white lie in response ; and Jerry added,

" he is going about to let us know." He then told Ciiamblin

"where he "svouldfind other negroes to talk with on the sub-

ject, stating that the patrol was out, and would not let them

go from one plaoe to another without a pass. He said there

had been some bu-nings since the patrol commenced, and 'we
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will keep ou burning until they are stopped.' " Cn.\JiiBHN went

back, some ten days afterward, to have another talk with Joe

and Jerry, and heard from them of plots for honse-burning,

and the like ; and then " tuc conversation turned upon John

Brown, then in jail, under sentence of death, and the possi-

bility of rescuing him, Joe remarking that he had heard that

an army was coming on to take him out of jail, 'and if we
join them we can take him out;' to which Jerry assented,

provided they could stop the patrol, so they could get about."

Jerry, as we have said, was doomed to death for his in-

cautious confidence; but Joe Avas only "ordered to be sold

out of the State;" in the belief, no doubt— for Virginia surely

would not scatter fire-brands in her neighbors' powder-houses

— that erile will drive out of him all memory of John Brown,
and all uneasy thoughts of freedom; and in any othei- State

he will become at once a quiet, faithful, and cor cented Slave.

Of course he will.

The question, which should have the privilege of hanging

Stevens, Virginia or the United States, was settled, finally, in

favor of the former. Mr. Harding would not yield his prior

claim, though for awhile it was supposed he had done so ; and

the prisoner, his counsel, and the public expected that the trial

would take place at Staunton, before the United States Dis-

trict Court. At one time, it was said by those who wished to

pass for knowing ones, that the case was to be taken to the

Federal Court, mainly in order to obtain the testimony of some

distinguished northern men, whom a Virginian process could

not reach, but who were thought to have important knowl-

edge in relation to the secret history of Brown's enterprise.

But after one House of Congress had appointed an Investi-

gating Committee to look into the whole afiair, wit^ power

to call up those reluctant witnesses, the reason for the trans-

fer ceased, if it was what had been surmised. Be that, how-

ever, as it may, it was announced, some time in January, that

a special terra of the Circuit Court of Jefferson County would

be held, beginning on the 1st of February, for the trial of the

two remaining prisoners. Accordingly, upon that day. the

court was opened by Judge I^enney, Judge Pa^eker being

engaged in otlier duties; the grand jury brought in new indict-

ments against the prisoners, severally, charging the same
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offences as the former against Stevens (which was now aban-

doned); and, on the following day, the trial of Stevens
began. He was "in seeming perfect health, and in good

spu'its." He was defended with ability and zeal by Mr. Sen-

NOTT, who contested, manfully, every point on which a legal

question could be fairly raised ; and, at the close, after a trial

of nearly three days' duration, made a most earnest and pa-

thetic appeal to the juiy in his client's behalf; but all, of

course, without avail. The amiable Haeding, in his opening

argument for the prosecution, blandly pronounced the prisoner

"a blood-thirsty villain and wretch, and worse than Brown;"
the astute Hunter, in his closing argument, declared that " the

invasion had been a benefit to the South, as it had shown them
the position in which they were placed ; " a profitable, per-

haps, if rightly used, but hardly, one would think, a pleasant

sight ; and then the jury took the case, at four o'clock, of Feb-

ruary 4, and after fifteen minutes' absence, returned a verdict

of guilty on all the counts. " The prisoner received the ver-

dict with most perfect indifference, and smiled at the announce-

ment."

The next week was devoted to the trial of Hazlett, which

ended on Saturday, the 11th, in a comdction of murder in the

first degree. He was defended by Messrs- Green and Botts.

Like his fellow-prisoner, he heard the verdict with the same un-

moved composure which he had exhibited throughout the trial.

On Monday, the 13th, they were brought in for sentence.

" Both prisoners," says the correspondent of the Baltimore 8un^

" wore an unconcerned air, and seemed utterly unterrified at

the awful position in which they have placed themselves " The
morning had been occupied in presenting and disposing of

bills of exception in Hazlett's case, and it w^as noon before

Stevens was brought in. To the customary question before

sentence, Stevens answered by denying the statement of a

witness, that he had pi-oposed to kill the people and burn the

town
;
expressing satisfaction Avith the conduct of his counsel

;

thanking the ofticers in charge of him for their kindness, and

the physicians for services rendered while he suffered from his

wounds; and saying, in conclusion, "when I think of my
brothers slaughtered and sisters outraged [meaning, it was

supposed, his northern brethren and sisters in Kansas], my'con-
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science does not reprove me for my actions. I shall meet my
fate manfully." Hazlett denied having ever committed or

contemplated murder, or joined with others to commit it ; con-

tradicted several statements of some of the witnesses to his

identity, but forgave them all
;
acknowledged the kind treat-

ment he had received ; thanked his counsel ; and closed with,

" I repeat, I am innocent of murder, but I am prepared to meet

my fate." The judge then preached them a sermon on the

enormity of their crime ; on their youth and genteel appearance,

and his pity for them ; on Iheij- awful situation, and the impor-

tance of preparing to meet a higher Judge ; on the invitation of

a gracious Redeemer, to even the gi*eatest criminals, to repent

of their crimes; on the readiness of the ministers of our holy

religion, if called upon, to instruct them in the way of eternal

life, and to pray Avith and for them ; and concluded by sentenc-

ing them to be hung on Friday, the 16th of March. :— all which

they appear to have taken as quietly as they had all the previ-

ous proceedings. The hint about " the ministers of our holy

[Slave-holding] religion," they did not see fit to act upon, not

wishing for the guidance or the intercession of Slave-holdei'S and

the advocates of Slavery.

An ineffectual effort was made to procure a pardon for the

prisoners. As it could be granted only on the recommendation

of both houses of the Legislature to the governor, Mr. Sen-

NOTT repaired to Richmond, and, on the evening of the 8th of

March, addressed the Joint Committee to which the application

had been refo-red. "The senate-chamber, lobby and gallery

were very much crowded during the delivery of the address,

which was listened to throughout with marked attention.

Among the auditors was Governor Letciiee, with many of the

prominent members of both houses, and a number of prominent

citizens." But Virginia had not the courage to be just or

merciful or even woi'ldly-wise. The committee unanimously

reported that it was inexpedient for the Legislature to interfere

with the sentence
;
and, consequently, on the appointed, day, it

was duly executed. This issue of their case brought to the

prisoners neither terror nor surprise. They had expected it,

and they were ready for it. Before his trial had begun,

Stevens wrote to a friend, " My trial comes on to-morrow, and

I shall soon know my destiny. I have very little hope of any-

12*
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thing short of the Better Land." In the same letter he said,

" I thank Goo that he gave me a soul that can feel for the op-

pressed." And the day after his conviction, " I am cheerful and

happy, patiently waiting the fate of man— death." Hazlett
also wrote, the day before his death, " I am willing to die in the

cause of Liberty. If I had ten thousand lives, I would willingly

lay them all down for the same cause. My death will do more

good than if I had lived." "What wonder that elective aflEinity

drew such men to John Brown !

Eight companies of soldiers and an immense thi'ong of specta-

tors attended the execution. The Charlestown Jeffersonian

says, in its account of the event, " the near approach of the day

of execution seemed to have but little effect on the prisoners,

and for the last few days they were unusually cheerful, Stevens
declaring it was his wish to be free, and therefore desired the

day for his execution to arrive." His sister, Mrs. Pierce, of

Norwich, Ct,, was often with him during the last eight days of

his life
;
and, on the afternoon before its close, arrived another

welcome visitor, a Miss Dttnbar, from Ashtabula County, Ohio,

'wha had ' just been to Richmopd, on a fruitless errand to the

governor, to plead for the prisoner's life. A brother of Haz-

lett also came, a few days before the execution, and, on the

final Friday morning, the prisoners and their fi-iends took

breakfast together, in the passage of the prison ; and shortly

after exchanged their last farewells. About noon the prisoners

left the jail, and walked to the scaffold. The Jeffersonian says,

"Hazlett was in advance, and ascended the steps with an

easy, unconcerned air, followed by Stevens. Both seemed to

survey, with perfect indifference, the large mass of persons in

attendance, and neither gave the least sign of fear." The re-

porter of the New-York Tribune says, " there were no religious

exercises at the gallows, as the prisoners persisted in refusing

all the kindly offices of the ministry, in their last moments.

They had a peculiar religion of their own, which enabled them

to meet thair fate with cheerfulness and resignation." [One

peculiarity of that "peculiar religion" may be inferred from

these V/ ords of Stevens, in a letter which he wrote, three days

before. " I hope you will always, as you love yourself, as you

love woman, as you love man, as you love God, work with

hands, head, and heart, for the happiness of all mankind."] A
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little time sufficed for the acljustraent of the ropes, and for " an

affectionate farewell to the sheriff, jailor, jail-guard," and dach

other; then, on the hinges of the falling drop, the gate swung

open to the " Better Land," as Stevens loved to call it, and

the freedom they desired was won.

The bodies were immediately conveyed to Eagleswood, N. J.,

where, at the house of Marcus Spring, the funeral seiTices

took place upon the following Sunday. The house was crowd-

ed by the residents of Eagleswood and Perth Amboy. The
Rev. Hiram P. Arms, of Norwich, Ct., pastor of the church of

which the father of young Stevens is a member, conducted

the religious scr"'''es. A hymn was sung, then Mr. Arms read

passages of Script ::ie and made some impressive remarks and

an appropriai: prayer; Theodore Tilton spoke "with a

power which stirred every heart ;
" extracts were read by Mrs.

Spring, from letters written by Stevens, while in jail, showing

that he considered it an honor to die in the cause of liberty,

and that his last days were cheered by the hope of a blessed im-

mortality; Oliver Johnson made a brief address, and the

exercises were closed by the singing of another hymn. " The

bodies of the dead, followed by nearly all the residents of the

place, in solemn procession, were then borne to the Eagleswood

cemetery, where they were interred, side by side, near the

graves of James G. Birnei' and Arnold Buffum."

The day of this last execution, as well as that on which

Cooke and his companions died, was, to some extent, observed

as the day of John Brown's death had been, though by no

means so extensively. At a meeting, held in Boston, on Friday

evening, March 16, some of the prison-letters of Stevens

were read, from which we copy three or four brief extracts.

The first we quote was written the day after bis four fiiends

were executed. " I expect," he said, referring to his comrades

who had died in battle or upon the scaffold, " to follow them,

ere long, to that brighter world where we shall again meet;

and what joy it will be to meet with those who have suffered

and died for the human family." And after speaking of his

wounds, he added, " I feel very cheerful and happy. Of course

it is rather disagreeable to be confined to so naiTow limits,

and wear chains, but I forget all about it when thinking how
many are suffering so much more than this. At times, my
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heart feels like bursting with sorrow for the crimes and suffer-

ings of the 1. uman family, and if I could help wash away that

suffering, I would give ten thousand lives, if I had them to

give. Four of the men passed off, yesterday, to the spirit-land,

through the mercy of Virginia. They were cheerful, and met

their fate like men." Ten days later, he wrote, " I am as cheer-

ful and contented as you could expect
;
ready to meet anything

that comes. It is true that I should like to live yet awhile, for

I have just got ol'^ enough to see how to live." It was no

insensibility to the worth and the delight of life, which gave

him power to face death so calmly. The next was written

three days after he received his sentence. " I have not much

hope that the governor will commute my sentence. There are

many very good-feeling people about here, and I have been

treated very kindly by the better classes, generally. I am very

cheerful and happy, and ready to die at a moment's warning,

if needs be, although I should like to live as long as most

anybody. I do not want you to worry, in the least, about me,

for if I go to the oiher world I shall be better off than I

could be here. ****** Oh !I should like to see you all,

once more, but it will be but a few years, compared w4th eter-

nity, before we shall meet in --'he spirit-land, and that meeting

will wash away all sorrow of parting here."

" I think these letters," said the reader of them, " deserve a

place in that most noble collection of John Brown's, the

sweetest and pul*est utterances of our Saxon tongue." It may
not be amiss to add that those which we have seen from

Oliver and "W^atsok Brown are not unworthy of the same

companionship, and show their writers to be genuine scions

of the noble parent-stock. The former, in a letter to his

sister, said, " if only one good action is done in a lifetime, it

is enough to show that life is not altogether a failure." And
to his wife he wrote, "when I look at your picture I am
wholly :.shamed of my every meanness, weakness, and folly.

**#*#« J a^jjj more and more determined, every day, to

live a more unselfish life." And Watson, writing to his wife

from the neighborhood of Hai-per's Ferry, said, " I would gladly

come home and stay with you always, but for that which

brought me here— a desire to do something for others, and

not to live wholly for ray own happiness. Nothing but the



JOHJT beown's companions. 145

object before me could keep me from you." And in another

letter, « I want to see you and the little fellow very much ; but

I must wait. There was a Slave, near here, whose wife was
sold off South, the other day, and was found m Thomas
Kennedy's oi'chard, dead, the next morning. Cannot come
home so long as such, things are done here."

The Charlestown Jeffersonian hoped the execution of Ste-

vens and Hazlett would be " the final act in the Harper's

Ferry tragedy, and that the remaining wretches of Brown's
party would be permitted to wander through the world with

the sting of a guilty conscience, and scorned by all honest

men, rather than our county shall be made the theatre of

another season of excitement." A generous reason for a hu-

mane wish ! If the Jeffersonian could but find a way to make
such men as Brown and his associates sufifer for deeds like

theirs "the sting of a guilty conscience, and the scoi*n of all

honest men," the discovery would be invaluable to tyrants;

saving much cost of dungeons, racks, and gibbets, and softening

into down the spines of many a thorny pillow. But how to

do it, is the stubborn problem offered by such lives and words

and deaths as theirs ; and by the warm, spontaneous sympathy

and admiration which have greeted them from both sides of

the ocean, and from men whose praise is honor now, and the

pledge of fair and lasting fame hereafter. At all events, Vir-

ginia did not choose to wait the solving of that problem, nor

share the Jeffersoniati^s satiety of blood. "The remaining

wretches " were indicted for conspiring to excite a servile in-

surrection, and no thanks are due to Virginia's clemency,

that they \» ere not seized and tried and put to death. Hear-

ing that Barclay Coppoc, who had fled, at first, to Canada,

had since returned to his home, in Iowa, and learning or sus-

pecting that Merriam and Owen Brown were in Ohio, Gov-

ernor Letcher sent to the governors of those States his requi-

sitions for the "fugitives from justice." The governor of Iowa
found that the requisition sent to him was formally defective,

and consequently could not legally comply with it ; and when
another, mending the defect, arrived, the fugitive was gone

beyond his jurisdiction. The governor of Ohio submitted to

the attorney general of the State the requisition sent to him

;

and the attorney, in a carefully prepared opinion, demon-
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strated that Vii'ginia had made out no valid claim upon the

men she asked for. " The i?apers did not show, or even allege,

that they had ever fled from Virginia," but, if from anywhere,

it was from Maryland. So they were not surrendered ; whereat

Virginia was becomingly indignant. The governor sent a

message to the Legislature, telling all about the misbehavior

of his northern brothers ; the Legislature raised a special joint

committee on the subject; and the committee made a long

report, reviewing the whole matter, and concluding with a

resolution, which declared that the offending governors had
" wilfully and deliberately violated the Federal Compact, dis-

regarding the comity which should exist between sovereign

States, and justly made themselves morally, if not legally,

accessories to the crimes committed by these criminals and

fugitives from justice." A resolution was also offered, in the

House, proposing to demand from every citizen of Ohio or

Iowa, found within the limits of Virginia, bonds and security

for their good behavior while staying in the Commonwealth.

The vote had not been taken on these resolutions, at our last

intelligence, but we may confidently trust that the Legislature

took such action, in due time, as to assert, with proper em-

phasis, the dignity and sovereign rights of the ancient com-

monwealth.

The Legislature, early in its session, had appointed a com-

mittee to investigate the proofs, which it was then expected or

pretended would be found abundant, that prominent Republi-

cans and Abolitionists and large numbers of the northern

people were concerned in John Brown's enterprise. But

after taking all the winter, nearly, for the investigation, and

turning inside out the famous " carpet-bag," and sifting all its

contents, we may well believe, with careful scrutiny, the com-

mittee was obliged, at last, to own, in its report, that it could

not find the object of its eager search, the proof of the alleged

complicity with Brown. The fact was plain enough to their

fear-sharjjened vision still, but the evidence was wanting.

John Brown had cheated them, completely, out of that, by

winnowing before they sifted, and leaving but the chaff to feed

their keen and disappointed appetites. In other words, he had

left them the precious papers, after striking out whatever, they

affected to believe, would surely implicate his secret fellow-
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plotters, not leaving proof enough of treason and conspiracy to

hang a single " Black Republican," or blacker Abolitionist, of

^h.em all. There is much evidence, they say, "to shoAV the ex-

i ; nee, in a number of the northern States, cf a wide-sj)read

f.o .i?')ir I ':y, not merely against Virginia, but against the peace

md seer 1 7 of all the southern States. But the careful erasure

of names ancL ites from many of the papers found in Brown's

possession, renders :t difficult to procure legal evidence of the

guilt of the parties imphcated." "No doubt of it," comments

the New-York Evening Post, "there is a great deal of evi-

dence in the brains of the Virginians, but none to be got at

elsewhei'e.'"

The Hunt for Treason.

The very first motion made at the present session of Congress

had relation to the same subject. On the first day of the

session, as soon as the Senate was ready to proceed to business,

Mr. Mason, of Virginia, submitted a resolution " for the ap-

pointment of a committee to hiquire into the facts attending

the late invasion and seizure of the armory and arsenal, at

Harper's Ferry;***** whether any citizens of the United

States, not present, were implicated therein, or accessory there-

to, by contributions of money, arms, munitions, or other^\-ise

;

* * * * * also, to report what legislation, if any, is necessary

for the future preservation of the peace of the country; the

committee to have power to send for persons and papers."

Mr. Trumbull, of Illinois, promised it his cordial support, but

proposed to make the investigation impartial and thorough,

by an amendment to extend it to the seizure of the arsenal, in

Missouri, in 1855, for the purpose of forcing Slavery into

Kansas. After a spirited debate, running through eight or

ten days, in which Republican senators disclaimed, for them-

selves and the northern peo])le generally, all sympathy with

Brown's incursion, Trumbull's amendment was rejected, the

resolution was adopted, and the committee constituted, with

Mr. Mason for its chaii*man, and straightway entered upon its

work.

It is not finished yet. A multitude of witnesses have been

examined, at no small cost of time and money ; and all without
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eliciting those startling revelations which Mr. Mason sought,

desired, and really seems somehow to have expected. Instead

of that, the evidence is clear and ample against the conclu-

sions which he wished to reach ; and as a machine for manufac-

turing political capital wherewith to help the sham Democracy,

the investigation has already proved a signal failure. Nor
has it better served the purpose of creating sympathy for the

upholders of oppression, in the peril, fear, and tribulation

brought upon themselves by their own persistence in wrong-

doing; and of making public sentiment more hostile to the

principles and promoters of the Anti-Slavery cause. But, on

the other hand, it has drawn out some noble testimonies for

the right, and sent them over all the land, through the in-

numerable issues of the daily press, and has, in other ways,

done unmeant service to the cause of Freedom. The testi-

mony of Mr. GiDDiNGS, for example, was really an Anti-Slavery

argument, terse, vigorous, and impressive ; that of Judge Arny
set the views and purposes and character of Brown in a very

different light from that in which Virginia wished them to

appear, showing him free from vindictive feeling, " truthful and

conscientious, and fully convinced that he was to be the instru-

ment, in the hand of God, to emancipate the Slaves ;
" while

George L. Stearns declared that he " believed John Brown
to be the representative man of this century, as Washington
was of the last;" and John A. Andrew plainly told the

Senatorial inquisitors that "John Brown and Harper's Ferry

were fruit native to the tree which the Slave-power had

planted."

One prominent, and we think not unprofitable effect of the

investigation, has been the agitation of the question of the

Senate's right to take upon itself judicial powers, exceeding

even, in some respects, those of the courts of law. For while

the courts cannot compel a man to criminate himself, the law

of Congress, under which the Senate claims to act, permits no

such exemption. Some of the witnesses, called by the com-

mittee, testified under protest, and others positively refused to

come. Some went beyond the reach of process, and others,

or at least one other, openly and successfully defied it. Of the

first class were Dr. S. G. Howe and John A. Andrew. The

former would not take the oath to testify till he had been per-
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mitted to enter his protest against the whole pi'oceeding, on

the grounds that "the tribunal is secret and inquisitorial; is

created for purposes beyond the legitimate scope of legislative

inquiry
;
usurps powers nowhere clearly delegated by the Con-

stitution to Congress, or either branch thereof; is dangerous, as

a precedent, and liable to abuse, to the peril of private right

and personal liberty; and is unnecessary, inasuiuch as for all

the purposes of investigation, testimony by deposition, under

the jurisdiction and within the limits of the respective States, is

fully adequate." Mr. Andrew closed his testimony with a

protest similar in substance. Dr. Doy, suspicious that to obey

the call of the committee would put him on the road back to

the Missouri jail, from which he had been rescued, wrote to the

chairman, and, alluding to the high reward offered, in Missouri,

for his recapture, declined to go to Washington until he should

" have the assurance, from some responsible authority," that he

should not find himself " in the hands of a kidnapping party of

government officials, who are willing to sell their honor for a

government bribe."

Marshal Johnson, of Ohio, left a summons, from the com-

mittee, at the house of John Brown, Jr., with a letter giving

him Senator Mason's assurance that, if he would come on and

testify, he would, according to the law of Congress, be after-

ward exempt from prosecution for any act he might have done,

to which his testimony had referred. The marshal added his

own " pledge of sacred honor^" that, if Brown would go with

him to Washington, he Avould see him safely returned to his

home, after the giving of his testimony. Brown replied that,

after full consideration, he had resolved, for tAvo reasons, not to

obey the summons. First, because he had "experienced too

much of Slave-holding pei'fidy to rely on the faith of a State

whose honor and magnanimity are represented by the author of
the Fugitive-Slave Bill, and whose chief i-evenue is derived

from the sale of her axon sons and daughters ; " and which, even

if she could not crush him by judicial process, would not protect

him from the violence of her mobs. Second, by swearing to

tell the whole truth, so far as he knows it, in relation to the

subject of investigation, he would bind himself to tell that

which would implicate others, " which, as the Lord liveth, I
will not do^ To the assurance of exemption from prosecution,

13
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he replied that he could not purchase that immunity by an act

of treachery. To Slavery he owed no obligations; but to those

who labored, by word or deed, to aid the Slaves to throw off the

yoke, he owed "unswerving fidelity." He coi^cluded with a

plain intimation that he should not leave his hoa e to shun the

consequences of his disobedience to the summons ; thus openly

defying the authority of its senders. This was on ,'he 25th of

January. From the New-York Tribune, of the 30th of March,

we learn that " the sergeant-at-arms, who has been in .search of

John Browx, Jr., has returned, and informed the coinniittce

that he is in Ohio, but refused to be taken. He defies tli'J com-

mittee and Congress, and says his friends will not permii hun

to leave the State." The latest news Ave have of the affair

comes in a despatch fi-om Washington, on April 6, Avhich says

that Brow^st " will not be pursued by the sergeant-at-arms, as

the Senate Investigating Committee are satisfied that the st-i-

geant cannot call out the ^;o.9,se comt'fattis, as can the sheriff or

marshal, and thei'cfore may be overpowered."

Some time in January, F. B. Saxijoux, of Concord, Mass.,

was summoned to appear before the conunittee. He declined,

and asked to be examined in Massachusetts, but Avas told that

he must testify at Washington. But having noAV begun to

doubt the Senate's power to summon and examine Avitnesses, in

a matter like that in hand, he resolved to decline obedieiice to

the summons altogether, unless upon compulsion. Learning, a

few weeks later, that the Senate had passed an order for his

arrest, he sent a petition, Avhich Avas presented to that body on

the 27th of February, giving his reasons for neglecting to

appear. Tliese Avere, the appointment of the committee before

the other House Avas organized, AA'hen only executive business

was proper to be done ; the Senate's Avant of constitutional

pcvrer to examine judicially, or at all on compulsion, except

Avhere its priA'ileges are concerned ; the secrecy of the cxamin.i-

tion, contrary to the spirit of our laAVS, and liable to abuse ; the

needless inconvenience and hardshiji of being called from re-

mote places, for an indefinite time, in a period of public exaspe-

ration, to the long interruption of regular occupations, or even,

as in the petitioner's case, the ruin of private business ; the risks

of insult and assassination Avliich, notAvithstanding the protec-

tion offered by the committee, persons of his sentiments must
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incur in a city where members of Congress are attacked for

words spoken in debate; and the unconstitutionality of the

statute under whicli the committee acts. T]ie petition con-

cluded with a dechiration that his refusal to appear was not in

contempt of the Senate, but because he believed his rights, and

those of his fellow-citizens, to be imperiled by its action, and

that it was his duty to pray it to reverse that action, " and for

himself to maintain these rights as God shall give him the

means."

So matters rested, to outward appearance, initil the 3rd of

April; Avhen four or five ruffians, headed by one Carltox, who
claimed to be a deputy sergeant-at-arms of the United States

Senate, and to have a warrant from that body, or its committee,

or some other authority,— he did not clearly make it appear

what, at the time,— attempted stealthily to seize Mr, Sanborx,

at tliC door of his own house, between nine and ten o'clock in

the evening, in order to carry him, by force, to Washington, be-

fore his friends could have time to interfere. Under pretence

of delivering him a letter tliey called him to the door, arrested

and manacled him, refusing to let him see their warrant, dragged

him to the street, and tried to thrust him into a carriage,

standing ready there. His stout resistance, aided by the prompt

and vigorous exertions of his heroic sister, Avho, at the first

sound of altercation, had hastened to the door, gave time for

the alarm to spread and bring his neighbors thronging round

him; among them came his counsel, who at once obtained a

writ of habeas corpus from Judge Hoar, of the Supreme Court

of Massachusetts, and had it served immediately ; the deputy

sheriff took Mr. Saxborjj" into his own. keeping, his irons were

removed, and the baffled kidnappers hurried from the town.

Next day, tlie sheriff took his prisoner before the Supreme

Court, in Boston; and, after argument by United Stales Dis-

trict Attorney Woodbury and his assistant, Andros, for the

rufHan Federal officials, aad by J. S. Keyes and J. A. Andrew',

for the prisoner, he was discharged, upon the ground that the

sergeant-at-arms cannot delegate his power to a deputy, and

therefore Carlton had no legal authority to make the arrest.

On his return to Concord, in the evening, Sanborn was wel-

comed at the railroad station with " the heartiest cheers," from

a large crowd of "people, of every class and party," who, form-
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ing a procession, escorted hirn to his house, while all the hells

in town were ringing, and a salute of thirteen guns was fired.

At a meeting, held in the town hall, the following evening,

" Sanbok^c was introduced with his manacles, and was received

with immense applause;'' speeches were made by Ralph
Waldo Emerson, T. W. Higginson, and half a dozen others

;

and resolutions were unanimously adopted, denouncing the

conduct of the United States officers as "base, mean, and

cowardly," affirming the doctrine of the Revolution, "that re-

sistance to tyrants is obedience to God," and avowing a deter-

mination " to resist all attemjJts to abridge the rights of any

citizen to all privileges and guaranties of constitutional liberty."

Preliminary steps were also taken for forming an " organization

to guard against future outrages of this sort." On the 6th, the

kidnappers, Avho had been arrested in Boston, on complaint of

Sanbor^t, for assault with intent to kidnap, appeared before a

magistrate, in Concord, and were bound over, in two thousand

dollars each, for trial at the June term of the Superior Court, in

Concord. Sanborn was, the day before, bound over to the

same court, on complaint of one of his own friends, for an

assault upon the kidnappers; and thus the State obtained a

hold upon him which it was thought might be of use in case of

a renewal of the attempt to drag him off to "Washington. Mr.

Sumner presented to the Senate, on the 10th of April, a memo-
rial from Mr. Sanborn, setting forth the facts of the recent out-

rage perpetrated upon him, and asking for redress. When it

came up for action by the Senate, Mr. Mason, " for the purpose

of detemining what the precedent of the Senate shall be in

a like case," moved that it and the former petition from Mr.

Sanborn be both rejected; arguing that "the memorialist is in

contempt of the authority of the Senate, and by a very proper

analogy to proceedings in a court of law," in like cases, should

not be allowed to come before the tribunal except to purge

himself of the contempt. This proposal to condemn without a

hearing, Mr. Sumner answered with a courteous but somewhat
shai-p rebuke, v/hich the Virginian's tart rejoinder showed to

have touched the quick. The chair decided MavSon's motion

out of order, and the memorials were both referred to the Judi-

ciary Committee. We do not learn that a report has yet been

made upon them.
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Another " contumacious witness," who denied the Senate's

right to give judicial power to its committees, was Mr. Thad-
ders Hyatt, of New York. At first, expecting courtesy to

be met witli courtesy, he voluntarily i^ut himself Avithin the

committee's reach, by going to Washington at their call, al-

though their summons was informal, and, by consequence, of no

binding force. Thei*e he remained, an invalid, for two or three

weeks, during which time a notice fi-om l;he clerk of the com-

mittee told him that his presence, at their room, on the 17th of

February, was " deemed desirable." He answered with a re-

quest for " an extension of time within such range as not to

embarrass the action of the committee;" and, in reply, re-

ceived a peremptory demand for his appearance on the 20th.

Rejoining at sonic length, and with much eloquence and force,

alike of thought and language, he reminded the committee

that he was in their power " by courtesy," and was " entitled

to an equal amount of courtesy from them ;
" told them that

" power, to be respected, must first desei-ve respect, and every

abuse or indecent exhibition of it tends to insubordination ;

"

that resistance to tyranny is reverence for law ; that they are

tlie worst conspirators who sap the foundation of government

under guise of its functions ; that he meant the committee no

disrespect, had come to the Beat of theii* power to look the

question in the fiico, if wrong he Avould recede, but if chey and

the Senate Avere Avrong, they ought to recede ; if they Avould

not, but Avould i:)ersist in trampling on the plain jjrovisions of

the Constitution, the hour had come for action, and in order

to get an authoritative exposition of the fundamental law, an

issue must be made by some one, and he proposed to do it

;

that, as the committee Avas not a judicial tribunal in laM"", and

he Avas not before it, charged Avith any crime, or as a Avitness

in any criminal case knoAvn to the laAV> he Avas not in their

])ower by any constitutional right of theirs
;
and, finally, that

in the present state of his health, he could not ask for less

than ten days for preparation to meet the requirements of Iiis

position. Masox curtly answered, that the committee Avould

meet that day, the 20th, at 11 o'clock, and probably be in

session, until 12; and "if you do not appear before adjourn-

ment, I shall ask for process to compel your appearance." The

next day Hyatt replicf^, that as the committee AA'ould not

13*
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grant the delay he asked, he must now ask their indulgence

while he tested the constitutionality of the question elsewhere,

and that within a week he would apprise them where any

further process of theirs would reach him. He then left Wash-
ington; and the same day, on Masox's motion, the Senate,

by a vote of 43 to 12, instructed the sergeant-at-arms to

bring him before its bar for contempt. On the 24th, he

wrote from Boston, to the sergeant-at-arms, that he would

be in "Washington on the 7th of March ; and to Maso:^, that

he was prepared to receive the Senate's process, and giving the

address, in Boston, at which it could reach him, also mention-

ing his notice to the officer. Masox did not choose to wait

his coming, but, for no apparent reason save to offer him an

indignity, sent and brought him back one day before he would

have come. So, on the 6th of March, he stood before the

Senate, which voted, 49 to 6, to ask him what excuse he

had for not obeying the committee's summons, and whether

he was ready now to answer; and gave him until Friday

afternoon, the 9th, to consider his reply. A motion made by
Mr. Hale, to substitute "reason" for "excuse," was voted

down by 42 to 12. On Friday, he presented his reply in

writing. It was a long, elaborate, and able argument, against

the claim of power which the Seiiate was attempting to en-

force; avowed that he was ready, and had always been, to

voluntarily appear, at any time and place, before any committee

of the Senate, upon his rights being respected, in accordance

with the Constitution ; but " to submit to the coercive processes

of the Senate's honorable committee, and, by thus doing, to

acknowledge a power against whose usui-pation the framers of

the Constitution warned and sought to shield their country-

men, would be an act for which he could find no justification

before God or man." Mason, and other southern senators, as

soon as they perceived the character of the paper, tried to

prevent its being read. One northern Democrat, and even one

Republican, joined in the attempt; but the injustice and ab-

surdity of asking a man for his excuse, and then refusing to

hear it, were too apparent to find general favor, and the reading

was ordered, by a vote of 40 against 12. To give time for

debate, for which some senators expressed a wish, the matter

was adjourned to Monday; when— after able speeches from
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Messrs. SuatXEK, Hat.e, and Simmons, who conte.ided that

the Senate was nsuriihig powers which did not belong to it,

and was committing a dangerous invasion of the liberty of the

citizen, and from Messrs. Fessenden, Doolittle, Critten-

den, .'\nd Davis, in reply— the resolutions moved by Mason
were adopted, by 44 to 10, committing Mr. Hyatt to the

common jail, in Washington, "to be kept in close custody

until he shall signify his willingness to answer the questions

propounded to him" by the committee. He was then con-

ducted to the jail, and, though in feeble health, was, for a time,

debarred the visits of his friends, and, as the Washington cor-

respondent of the Boston Traveller states, "such privileges as

are allowed to the worst of criminals were refused to him."

This rigor was, however, soon i-elaxed; for a letter to the

Traveller, four days after his commitment, sj^eaks of "his

numerous visitors," among whom " are senators and members

of the House." His room, at first, " was bare of all furniture ;

"

but he was permitted, at his own expense, to furnish it with

some conveniences, a bed, a table, a few chairs, &c. " Govern-

ment has supi^Hed him nothing." The same letter says, that

"Mr. Hyatt appears not at all downcast by his imprisonment.

He declares his determination to maintain the position he has

assumed, because he believes it Avould be wrong to accede to

the demands of the Senate. Whenever the Senate will recede

from the compulsory process, he will answer any questions they

may ask, but he denies their right to coerce witnesses, and,

while he has nothing to conceal, he means to test the power of

the Senate. He can suffer as long as they can inflict punish-

ment. He has sent for his library and his maps, has made

arrangements for furnishing his room comfortably, and will

make himself as contented as possible with a view to a stay of

years."

The outrage upon Mr. Hyatt, and in him upon the i-ights

of all his fellow-citizens, has called out, in many quarters, fit

expressions of indignant reprobation of its authors and abet-

tors, and commendations, warm as just, of the noble conduct

of its victim ; and both the more emphatic, that his manly

bearing in the controversy, so courteous while so firm, so

frank and fearless, yet respectful, has been in honorable con-

trast with the plantation-overseer manner of the man of " a
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little brief autliority," who is, in vain, endeavoring to subdue

him. But we are sorry to perceive, in other quarters, not

only where it %vas to have been expected, but also where we
had a right to hope for better things, a disposition to treat

slightingly his brave fidelity to principle ; and to represent him

as courting martyrdom, and that upon a mere punctilio. The
Anti-Slaverj/ Standard truly says, " his treatment at tlie hands

of the Republican party, as represented by its i)ress, has been

neither honorable nor wise. Either the magnitude of the princi-

ple for which he suffers is not perceived, or it is worked out of

sight, lest a manly stand might damage some possible presi-

dential candidate." Because he will not ansAver on compulsion,

but will respond to a civil request which concedes his right to

speak or to be silent, even the New-York Tribune talks of

the difference between " tweedledum and tweedledee ;

" as if

the difference deemed so tiivial were not precisely that be-

tween the maintenance of Freedom and submission to despotic

power; the very diflBrence, in fact, on vrhich turns every

struggle for the rights of man. The Tribune thinks that, on

the question of the Senate's right to coerce testimony, "ab-

stractly, Mr. Hyatt is right, and the Senate decidedly Avrong."

Now, when the attempt is making to stereotype "decided

wrong " into a precedent, and one which gives such power as

this to a mere fraction, of a legislature, is just the time for

resolute resistance ;
• and he who has the will and power to

meet the issue with such quiet courage, tranquil resolution, and

serene fortitude as Mr. Hyatt shows, deserves the gratitude

and sympathy and h^-arty moral support of every friend of

Freedom. No hope that, in the Tribune!s words, " the dubious

precedent may prove,^useful in some other case," can justify

the setting of it up,, or acquiescence in it on the part of those

who plainly see that,'ln the present case, it works injustice.

The eager zeal of the committee to get testimony from the

North, wherever there was room for even a suspicion that it

could be found, set men, at length, to asking why they did not

turn to the South, where such a mass of it was said to be, and

summon Governor Wise, with all his carpet-bag of Johk
j3uown's papers. Sometimes the rumor was that he was to be

sammoned, and then again that he was not to be. The Repub-

lican minority of the committee, it is said, wish to have him
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called, but the majority keep holding back ; till some there are

SO little reverent of senatorial dignity as to hint that they are

afraid to call him, lest if he should decline to come, their prece-

dent, in Hyatt's case, •\70nld force them to commit him, too, to

jail, to keep the recusant New Yorker company. When Mr.

SuMXEii, a few days ago, called the attention of the Senate to

the committee's negligence in this behalf, the only satisfaction

Mr. Mason deigned to give him was, that " the senator from

Massachusetts did not know what the committee had done."

That may be true ; but one thing Mr. Sumner knew they had
not done; they had not put the Virginian ex-governor into

Washington jail, nor even sent a gang of ruffian deputies to

kidnap him. and so the inference was plain that either he had
not been called to testify, or with unwonted meekness, they

could take « contempt " from him and not resent it. The truth

is, probably, that the mover of the investigation is already tired

and sick of it : disappointed in his hope to turn it to political

account, or to the interest of Slavery in any Avay ;
and, con-

scious that his arbitrary method of procedure is recoiling on

himself, and on the cause he mshes to promote
;
creating sym-

pathy with those he injures and oppresses, and deepening, in a

widening circle of determined heaits, the resolution to resist

both this and every other movement of the Slave-power.

Opinions prom over Sea.

It could not be that such a blow ae John Brown and his

comrades struck, and such a sequel to it as their after lives and

public deaths have given, should fiiil to rouse attention, and call

forth remark in other lands than this. If, as we often hear it

said, the judgments of a foreign country, in some sort, fore-

shadow those of future times, Pro-Slavery students of the

prophecies would find some profitable, if not pleasant, reading in

the comments of the European press upon the Harper's Ferry

inroad and its consequences. We copy a few extracts.

The London Morning Star speaks thus of Broavn. "We
have to- do, to-day, with a stern, single-minded. God-fearing,

Puritan-souled man, who has died for an idea, and that a disin-

tei-ested and generous one. The world is full enough of those
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who, in supine ease, shrink from the discharge of tame duties,

and if unselfish heroism gleams on the world from a scaffold, it

should not want acknowledgment. ****** Browst Avas a

man moulded in hardships and the Bible. He feared God, but

evidently, from his youth upwards, feared nobody else. * * * *

He was no ' stump orator.' He acted ; and stood by his act-

ing. ****** His obvious truthfulness, which no vanity

amplified nor any fear abridged, was conspicuous. He neither

braved his sentence nor shrunk from it. His conduct was

utterly free from effect-making. His speech was always that

of a modest, determined, shrewd, sensible, well-possessed man.

Mrs. Browx, herself, seems an equally remarkable woman, and

is described as being ' courageous without insensibility, tender

without weakness ;

' and her bearing, in the last interview, was

worthy of a Roman wife. ****** It is singular that this

man should be spoken of as a fanatic. He was no more a

fanatic than a tradesman or an artist, who discharges his duties

in a right line, is a fanatic. He was no more a fanatic than

George Stephensox or James Watt or any of the men
whom Dr. Smiles discourses of in his ' Self-Help.' ******
The tone in Avhich he declined any religious ceremony at his

death has a majestic mournfulness in it. [The Star then quotes

his words about preferring to be attended to the galloAVS by
a Slave-mother and her children rather than by Slave-holding

ministers, and adds:] This intense reliance on humanity the

late Leigh Huxt would have recorded as one of the heroic

utterances of the ' Religion of the Heart.' Buowx's end be-

came his life. He knew that his life was forfeited, and he made
no words about it. Under the circumstances, it was impossible

that it should be spared. Mr. Horace Greeley says he ' uni-

formly took this view of the matter, and discountenanced all

appeals in his behalf for pardon or commutation, as well as

everything savoring of menaced This last word proves that

Brown was strong and wise, as well as brave, and we believe

that when the irritation of the South has subsided, it will be

seen that he was a worthy foe ; and if wrong-headed, at least

right-hearted. Upon Brown's act, for which he suffered, this

is not the time to pass judgment; but it is not good to keep

silence when an honest man dies for an unselfish idea. There

is something in this spectacle which will ever stir the pulses of
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men. Many who here glance, unheedingly, at 2)ah\ce and tower,

will descry, with interest, that distant Virginian scaffold Avhich,

to-day, becomes one of the historic sights of the world,"

The Manchester Examiner and Times talks thus: "Old

Brown has died the death of murdereivs, but no man ever died

in a nobler cause, or died more nobly. It is a huge misfortune

for any State vvhen its laws condemn men to death for crimes

which one half of its oAvn citizens, and the bulk of mankind

generally, will extol as virtues. If the United States can afford

to hang such men, they are a fortunate people. It would be a

glorious thuig if the Avhole race of planters and "Wall-street

speculators could be made to possess a tithe of ihe virtues of

old Brcvjj". He is hangeoi mainly because, bating a few errors,

he preferred, the service of God to the service of the Devil ; and

it cannot but go ill witli any country Avhere that preference is

made, by law, a hanging matter. This is the real evil to be

abated, and not the likelihood of more Harper's Ferry insurrec-

tions. A nation may outUve an occasional riot, but it cannot

outlive determinate, wholesale treason against the first princi-

ples of natural equity. ****** His death cannot fail to

deepen and embitter the hostility which divides the northern

from the southern States, and to advance, by jieaceful or by vio-

lent means, the cause of the Abolitionists. ****** "Will

the long-continued conspiracy against hinnan rights be satisfied

with a less inexorable expiation than the rupture of the Fede-

ral tie? The act for which Browx has been hanged is, of

course, legally, a crime. It is an offence againsc the State. If

the laws of the United States had been in harmony with justice,

there would have been no room for the commission of such a

crime. We do not wish to blink the fact that Browx sought

to effect his end by violent measures. But viewing his conduct

in the very worst light, we find nothing to pi-event us from

placing him, side by side, with those patriots, of all ages, who
have loved liberty, not wisely, but too well. He aimed at a

righteous object, he was inspired by the loftiest sentiments, he

risked his life for the welfare of the oppressed of another race

than his own, he has exi^iated his chivalrous daring by a death

at the hands of the executioner, and he has borne his fate with

the lofty spirit of a martyr."

The Liverpool 2\[erciiry decla7'es Slavery to be "a chronic
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provocation to the worst of anarchies. The Virginian authori-

ties," it continues, " have, themselves, taken excellent care that

no one shall fancy there is anything conservative in the cause

which they so furiously defend. The frenzied rage or A terror

which seem to have taken possession of the entire State from
the day of the Harper's Ferry outbreak, reveal the conscious

weakness and rottenness of the ' peculiar domestic institution.'

The so-called Abolitionist invasion of Virginia has had the effect

of disclosing the frightful insecurity of a social condition based

on Slavery ; and it has brought out the character of a Slave-

owning community in a light at once odious and ridiculous. In

no point of view does it appear calculated to increase either the

numerical or the moral force of the South and its adherents."

In the London JVews appeared a letter from Victok Hugo,
the illustrious refugee from tyranny, in France, written the very

day of John Brown's execution. It is not an easy letter to

extract from, for, having begun to quote, one feels almost com-
pelled to keep on to the end Avithout a break. But this, the

limits of our space forbid, and a few fragments must suffice.

Thus he begins. " When one thinks of tb.o United States of

America, a majestic figure rises to the mind — Washington,
Now, in that country of Washington^ see Avhat is going on at

this hour." Alluding then to Brown's attempt, he says, "if

insurrection be ever a sacred duty, it is against Slavery." And,

after a concise and rapid sketch of Brown's invasion, capture,

trial, condemnation, he continues, " I affirm, on my honor, that

all this took place, not in Turkey, but in America. Such things

are not done with impunity, in the face of the civilized world.

The universal conscience of mankind is an ever-watchful eye.

Let the judges of Charlestown and Hunter and Parker and

the Slave-holding jurors and the whole population of Vii-ginia

ponder it well : they are seen. They are not alone in the v/orld.

At this moment the gaze of Europe is fixed on America. * * *

The more one loves, admires, reveres the Republic, the more
heart-sick one feels at such a catastrophe. ISTo matter how in-

tense may be the indignation of the generous northern States,

the southern States associate them with the disgrace of this

murder. All of us, whosoever we may be— for whom the de-

mocratic cause is a common country— feel ourselves in a

manner compromised and hurt. ****« When we reflect
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on what Brown, the liberator, tlie champion of Christ, has

striven to effect, and Avhen we remember that he is about to die,

slaughtered by the American Republic, the crime assumes the

proportions of the nation which commits it ; and when we say

to ourselves that the nation is a glory of the human race ; that

she is the queen of an entire world ; and that she bears on her

brow an immense light of freedom; sve affirm that John

Broavx will not die, for we recoil, horror-struck, from the idea

of so great a crime committed by so great a peoj^le. In a politi-

cal light, the murder of Brown would be an iri'eparable fault.

It would penetrate the Union Avith a secret fissure, which

would, in the end, tear it asunder. In a moral light, it seems to

me that even the idea ofjustice and injustice would be obscured

on the day which should witness the assassination of Emancipa-

tion by Liberty. ****«! implore the illustrious American

Republic to throw down the threatening scaffold, and not to

suffer that beneath its eyes, and I add with a shudder, almost

by its fault, the first fratricide be outdone. For— yes, let

America know it, and ponder it well— there is something more

terrible than Cain slaying Abel,— it is Washington slaying

Spartacus."

In a letter, on the 28th of December, to the people of Hayti,

Hugo says, "I have been sadly deceived in that fraternity of

races, the Southern States of the American Union. In killing

Brown, they have committed a crime which will take its place

among the calamities of history. The rupture of the Union will

fatally follow the assassination of Brown. As to John Bkown,
he was an apostle and a hero. The gibbet has only increased

Ins glory, and made him a martyr."

X' Unwers, of Paris, the organ of what may be called the

ultra conservative Catholics of France, had, on IS'ovember 25,

an article about John Brown, which speaks of " the barbarity

with which the people of Virginia have condemned a political

prisoner, after having deprived him of the piivilege of a free

defence
;
" briefly relates the facts preceding the trial, up to the

taking of Brown, severely wounded.^ and " incapable of Iiold-

ing himself erect
;

" then adds :
" In every civilized country, his

recovery would have been awaited before proceeding with Iiis

trial. But the Virginians were too much terrified to yield their

prisoner the slighest respite. The usual slowness of judicial

14
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forms in the United States is well known. But, in this case,

the most righteous delays were refused Jonx Brown. * * * *

In Virginia, owaei-s find their interest in transforming their

plantations into manufactories of black children for the southern

markets. It was to preserve the profits of this immoral repro-

duction of the African race, that the citizens of Virginia armed
themselves against John Brown."

Even from Russia comes a voice of sympathy Avith Freedom's

martyr, and reprobation of his adversaries. The Northern Bec^

a Russian journal, reputed to be edited "by a section of the

imperial police," calls Victor Hugo's letter, quoted from

above, a " tribute paid to the memory of a defender of u sacred

cause;" and, referring to a reply to Hugo, by General Hen-
NiNGSEN, the "fiUibuster," says, "Truly, he is a fit advocate of

such a cause. The juxtaposition of these two names has a higli

moral and philosophical signification. When one of the great-

est contemporaneous poets raises his voice in defence of human
liberty, thero starts up as his adversary a man who, in spite of

every right and of every duty, invaded the territory of a peoj^le

incapable of resistance— an adventurer Avho, in this age of

civilization, recognizes only one principle— the right of tbe

strongest."

In the New-York Tribune, of the 20th of January, is a state-

ment that " strong sympathy is manifested in the American and

English circles of Florence for the fate of John Broaa n, and

for the cause in which he died. Mrs. H. B. Stoa\ e is at

present sojourning there, and the feeling of the Trollopes, the

Brownings, and other prominent literati^ is as fervent on the

subject of American Slavery as her own. IIiram Powers, the

sculptor, is enthusiastic on the theme of the 'hero-victim,' as he

terms Joiin Broavn, and so expresses himself to evervbody."

A letter from Rome, to the Boston Transcript, Avritten .Decem-

ber 20, says that " we Americans talk of little else than Harper's

Ferry and sublime old John, BiiowN. At this distance from

home, there seems to be but one opinion, among onx country-

men, on the policy of executing >him, and I think the fiicts will

bear me out in saying that the northern men do not so earnestly

pray for his pardon as the southern deplore his execution. All

hear in it the kiiell of Slavery; in America ; and profound as is

the respect, admiration, and love for this noble old man in the
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breast of all mer not Slave-holders or cotton-blinded ]N'orthem-

ers, yet I think the feeling is almost universal that, so plainly is

the hand of God displayed in this event, to pray for, or attempt

his deliverance Avould seem almost an irreverent interference

Avith the course of Providence ! Men are marvellously impress-

ed by it ! Men of sober judgment, not given to superstition or

sentimentalism, bow solemnly before it, and say it is the hand

of God."

The only expression which we have seen, from Europe, of

sentiments opposed to those above recited, is from the London

Times, a journal which has more than once, of late, betrayed

Pro-Slavery sympathies. An article in its issue of December

28, inspired by tlie then recent " CJnion meetings " in some of

our large cities, and mistaking them for signs of the prevailing

feeling of the country, speaks of the speedy dying out of the

enthusiasm for John Bjiown's memoiy, and the " revulsion of

feeling in fiivor of the South;" commends, particularly, the

patriotic and becoming tone " of the Boston meeting of

December 8, and, with the most refreshing simplicity, talks of

the "great effect" Avhioh Mr. Everett's speech "will no doubt

produce in all parts of the Republic." Such of tlie Boston folk

as have been favored with a chance to read the article, have

doubtless felt a proper gratitude for the information they re-

ceived, T.'Ot elsewhere to be had, that " they themselves seem

not a little ashamed of their proceedings" at the Tremont

Temple, on the 2nd of December, at which, they now first

learn, " the speeches were the reverse " of " patriotic and be-

coming ; " althoiigh, such is the sad perversity of human nature,

we should not be surprised if some of those who joined in the

I^roceedings should suggest that "cA^en" ought to be inserted

before "a little," in the sentence just now quoted from the

In Hayti, Bkown's exploit and fate produced a great sensa-

tion. The press, the public authorities, and the people at large

vied with one another in manifestations of grateful respect to

his memory. On the 20th of January, a " grand solemn service,"

in commemoration of his death, was performed at the Cathe-

dral, in Port-au-Prince, at which President Geffraed, with his

family, was present. " During the day the flags w^ere all kept

at halt-mast, and the houses hung witL black. The church was
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draped in niouming, and in the middle of the nave was erected

a cenotaph, covered with crape, and illuminated with lighted

wax-tapers. The upper part Avas covered with white draper}^,

on which were depicted a pen, a sword, and a Bible, with the

inscription, in letters of gold, 'A John Brown, martyr de

LA Cause des Noirs.' Many black-satin flags waved over it.

At each of its four corners, the purest and sweetest incense

burned. The services were celebrated with unusual religious

pomp. Abbe Moussa, an African, officiated at the High Mass.

Eulogies upon John Brown were pronounced from the pulpit.

In the afternoon, a grand procession was made to the end of the

city, to a place known as the 'Martyr's Cross,' Avhere further

religious ceremonies took place. The principal citizens of Port-

au-Prince decided to wear mourning badges for three days."

On the 23rd, a similar display was made at Cape Haytien.

" The flags in the harbor were at half-mast, and the bells mourn-

fully tolled." A letter from that city says the day was set apart

for " humiliation and prayer, in memory of the greatest cosmo-

polite that has been in existence the last century— John
Brown. Unborn generations will drop tears of sorrow for this

lover of God and mankind. I could not get into the church for

the great throng, but the English Consul told me the oration

was truly aflTecting. Tears were seen to drop from the eyes of

many while the orator pointed out the virtues of the heroic

man." At Aux Cayes, the 26th was observed i.i like manner.

From six o'clock in the morning until noon, the flag-stafls on

the harbor and in the city were hung in black. Early in the

morning, the military officers and public functionaries, with a

multitude of the people, moved in procession from the quarters

of the commandant of the district to the church, where they

were received by a detachment of the l^ational Guard ; the

church was soon crowded, mass was performed, addresses were

made by several citizens, and the commandant, the magistrates

and citizens, and the school-children, threw flowers upon the

cenotaph erected in the middle of the church.

At Jacmel, Gonaives, and other places, " the martyrdom " was
commemorated, also, "with all possible pomp and solemnity."

All over the island, collections were made and subscriptions

started in behalf of the widow of John Brown. In Aux Cayes,

for the promotion of this object, a " Central Benevolent Associ-



OPINIONS FKOM OVER SEA. 165

ation " was formed, with tlie commandant of the district for its

president, and the liead of the Communal Council for one of its

vice-presidents. Le Progrcs^ a journal newly established in

Port-au-Prince, in its urgent appeal on this behalf, says, " not a

town, not a \dllage, not even a little hamlet, but should feel it a

duty to cooperate actively in this great national work, in pro-

portion to its means. Shame and ignominy should be the

portion of that Haytian who will not take his part in this con-

tribution. Hasten, then, every one, to the subscription offices

opened in every town, to honor the memory of John Brown
and glorify our race."

Tlie Revue de Commerce declares " the death of John Brown
to be a crime against humanity, a bloody defiance of civilization

and God. ***** 'We Ilaytians," it adds, " do not wisli to

return evil for evil, and we hope that the blood of this glorious

martyr will not rise up against his executioners. We jjray God
to open their eyes and soften their hearts, and, while waiting

the happy day of the regeneration of our enslaved brethren, let

us raise in our hearts our altar to John Brown, the immortal

benefactor of our race, the holy victim of our cause, and let us

adopt, as our sister and friend, his worthy and unfortunate

widow. ****** Henceforth, greater than other philan-

thropists, superior to Wilberforce, his sacred name will be

pronounced with a holy respect, worthy of one who has given

his life for the regeneration of the oppressed of mankind."

Says the Feuille de Commerce., "the cause of the abolition of

Slavery has just counted another martyr. This fact, however
indifferent it may be to others, cannot be so to us, descendants

as we are of the persecuted race of Africa. This event must
weigh upon our hearts as a public calamity. ******
shall we, therefore, say that the hour of emancipation for our

unhappy brethren has not yet come ? However it may be, the

blood of John Brown guai-antees that it is at hand. Reassure

yourselves, ye Slaves, nothing is lost; Liberty is immortal.

Brown and bis companions have sown this Slave-land with

their glorious blood, and doubt not that therefrom avengers

will arise." The press of Port-au-Prince published, also, an
address to the "Philanthropists of America," which says, in

offering " the sincere thanks of the citizens of Hayti " to the

citizens of Albany, for the hundred minute-guns they fired on
14*

.
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the day of Brown's execution, " the cannon 3'^ou fired to com-

memorate the death of John Brown has reechoed in the

hearts of Haytians and of the strangers of our land, and rever-

berates through our fields and cities. Your energetic protest

against an act of barbarity does you the greatest honor."

Barbarism Rampant.

The fright which John Brown gave the whole Slave-region,

exacerbated suddenly, to an acute, inflammatory type, the

chronic malady of lawless barbarism, so long notoriously pre-

vailing there. In every stranger, especially if known to be

from the North, was seen a possible, if not a certain enemy

;

and even southern birth, or, in the case of northern origin, long",

quiet residence at the South, in the pursuit of lawful business,

was not always a sure guarantee against suspicion and its terri-

ble consequences. The lightest word implying doubt of the

consummate excellence of the "peculiar" system, the slightest

act which could be construed into a leaning toward the doctrine

of equal human rights, gave ground sufiicient for the charge

of Abolitionism, and the prompt execution of Judge Lynch's

code. Nay, even silence was suspicious, for it might be b'^t a

cover of some deep design. Innocen*: book-peddlers, who cared

no more for Slavery or Anti-Slavery than for the politics of

Patagonia ; harmless venders of patent and unpatented " Yan-

kee notions," without which scarce the outward show of civilized

life could be kept iip among the " patriarchs
;

" school-teachers,

thinking only of their spelling-books and grammars and the

quarters bills ; " drummers " of norther;a mercantile establish-

ments, untainted with an "tsmy" mechanics, who had never

voted any but the Democratic ticket
;

clergymen, well known
in northern parishes as stanch assertors of a Bible warrant for

Slave-holding ; and many others, no more dangerous than these,

were at once transfonned, by excited imagin;4ions., into Aboli-

tion emissaries, and hunted down with all the keen vindictive-

ness of fear. The mob was legislator, prosecutor, jury, judge,

and executioner. Arrests and summary examinations before

Relf-constitutsd tribunals, followed by speedy execution of the

seldom-failing doom,— brutal abuse, imprisonment, banishment.
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or death,— became so frequent that hardly could the daily press

find room to chronicle the cases. Sometimes, by way of rare

variety, the sovereign mob would condescend to leave a victim

10 the regular enforcement of some tyrannical statute by the

established courts. But where no statute could be found to

meet the case, that is, where no unlawful act could be alleg-

ed,— no act wliich even the despotic legislation of a Slave

State had forbidden,— the edict of a " Vigilance Committee,"

or vote of a tumultuous assembly was law enough ; and the ab-

surdest tale of malice, or the most unreasonable suspicion of

blind terror, was sufficient evidence. The constitutional guar-

antee, to "the citizens of each State," of "all the privileges and

immunities of citizens in the several States," was worth less

than the spoiled parchment it was written on. The virtual con-

stitution of the Slave-land seemed, almost, to be summed up in

these words of the Atlanta (Ga.) Confederacy. "We regard

every man in oar midst an enemy to the institutions of the

South, who does not boldly declare that he believes African

Slavery to be a social, moral, and political blessing. Any per-

son holding other than these sentiments, whether bora at the

South or North, is unsound, and should be requested to leave

the country." And " requested " in a manner so persuasive, Ave

may add, that compliance might be counted on with a very

near approach to certainty.

Of the multitude of instances of violence and outrage, with or

Avithout the forms of law, which have been published, including

hanging, scourging, tar-and-feathering, shaving the head, rob-

bing, imprisonment, and so downM'ard, in the scale of severity,

to mere expulsion from the South with only threats of personal

abuse, our space jiermits but a brief notice of a very few.

On the evening of October 28, a mob in Newport, Ky., forci-

bly entered the printing-office of William S, Bailey, publisher

of The Free South, threw a large quantity of type into disorder,

broke one of his presses, and carried oW the " forms " on which

he was printing one side of the paper. His wife and daugliters

" begged, without avail, that their property might be spared "

The next day the n-cb returned, battered the door down with a

heavy plank, entered and carried off' the press and all the print-

ing, materials which they could remove, and threw them into

the -Ohio River, leaving the house "a perfect wreck," and causing
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Mr. Bailey a loss of about three thousand dollars, '^^hen,

afterwards, about the middle of February, the grand jury found

true bills against a number of those who Avere engaged in

the riot, the State's attorney, hearing of it, went before them
and argued that where a nuisance existed, which could not be

reached by legal process, the people had a right to abate it.

The jury, somewhat doubtful as to the soundness of this expo-

sition of the law, asked the opinion of Judge Mock upon the

question, and he confirmed tho attorney's statement; where-

upon they quashed the indictment.

The Kingstree (S. C.) /Star says that a public meeting was

held at Boggy Swamp, in Williamsburg District, S. C, on the

22nd of November, "to take preliminary steps" for sending

off two northern men, W. J. Dodd and R. A. P. Hv^iiltox,

private teachers in respectable families in that district. "No-
thing definite is known of their Abolition or insurrectionary

sentiments," adds the Star, "but being from the North, and,

therefore, necessarily imbued with doctrines hostile to our insti-

tutions, their presence in this section has been obnoxious, and,

at any rate, very auspicious." The meeting resolved that it had

great respect for the persons in whose employ they were, but

the longer continuance of the teachers there was so dangerous

as to justify coercive measures for their removal; and sent a

committee of twelve to tell them "they will have till Saturday,

the 26th, to leave the district," and, if they should not go by

that time, " measures of a coercive character will be adopted, to

put them off by force." Their employers opj^osed the action of

the meeting, as reflecting upon them. A later meeting decided

to let them remain till their respective terms of engagement

should expire, on the 1st and 15th of December.

Dr. Daniel Breed, an Orthodox Friend, " who has lived in

peace and respectability, in Washington, for the last scA^en years,

and has had high office under successive admiuistvations ;"

a man " habitually courteous in his manners and temi^erate in

the expression of his opinions," says the editor of the Anti-

Slavery Standard, who knoAVS him well, Avas arrested on the

22nd of NoA'^ember, charged with " using language," in a private

conversation with a Dr. Vax Camp, " calculated to excite

Slaves to insurrection;" and only escaped imprisonment by
giAdng bond in two thousand dollars to keep the peace for a year.
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True, the allogccl insun-ectionary langunge was not used in the

hearing of Slaves, or ovon of more than two or throe Avliite

persons: but ]\Ir, Justice Dogu— Down, we mean, who tried

tlie case, nevertlieless required the l)ond, on tlic ground that,

" if he had uttered liis sentiments before Skives, or a wliite au-

dience, it would have endangered tlie peace of the community.

Yet the "sentiments," the Standard finjf^, " were precisely those

held and habitually expressed by a majority uf the people of the

Free States." Justice Dowx ought certainly to be indicted

for kindling a fire in his ofticc-stove, for if he had kindled it in a

powder-magazhie it would have blown some])ody u)^. "In the

court -I'ooin," says the Waslungton con-espondent of the New-
York JSvcning Post, "a gang of ruffians was gatliered, and

threats were openly and loudl}' made to take the life of Dr.

Breed on the spot. One man cried out, in open coiut :
' Let 's

hang him up when he goes out!' and no man reprimanded the

scouudi'el for his offence. The Star very candidly admits that

if the police had not been pi-esent in strong numbers, Dr. Bkeed
would have been in danger."

The Savannah (Ga.) liejmMican, of December 3, states that,

on the night of the 1st, Sewall II. Fisk, a shoe-dealer m Sa-

vannah, and a native of Massachusetts, was called out of his

store, where he slept, and, before he could make noise or resist-

ance, was gagged, placed in a carnage, and driven a little way
out the city, then his hair was trimmed close to his head, tar

and cotton were applied to his naked body, till not a spot of liis

skin was visible, and he was left to find his way back as best he

could. The alleged cause of the outrage was, "his known Abo-

lition proclivities," which, it was said, "he has taken some

trouble to make known to" the Slaves; and a most absurd

story that he had " enticed negroes into his cellar, at night, and

read to them all sorts of Abolition documents," the previous

Sunday night having been "devoted especially to the history of

the trial of John Brown, and a general exhortation upon the

institution of Slavery and the advantages of Freedom." The
JiepuMican thinks that if wdiat is publicly alleged of his senti-

ments and conduct towai-ds the Slaves is true, he most probably

merited all which he received ; but it disapproves such proceed-

ings by persons " Avho work in a mask, and keep their names a

secret from the community ; " adding that they " can only be
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justified by considerations of public security ; and when this is

at stake, no citizen need be ashamed for it to be known that he

fs willing to come to the rescue." The Savannah ITeios says

that FisK denied the charges against him. and adds that " it is

but justice to say he visited his native State, a few years ago,

where, in a public meeting, ho defcnde.i the institution of

Slavery, and brought upon himself the censure of his relations,

as well as the animadversion of the pai)ers in Hoiiisioo, where

he made his speech."

A despatch from Washington to the New-York press, on the

8th of December, says that " tl)irty-*^wo gentlemen, agents of

New-York and Boston houses, arrived here, to-dav, from the

South, and report the feeling of indignation so great against

Northerners, that they were compelled to return and abandon

their business. These gentlemen have been known, for years,

as traders in the South. They also report that Northerners, of

long residence in the South, have been disfigured, and driven

from their homes. Eleven business men, who were on their way

South, returned, last night, after having reached a station in

Virginia, being turned back by a Vigilance Committee." And
the NeM''-York Indepemlent^ two or three vv'eeks later, stfites

that "six salesmen and agents of a large and well-known busi-

ness house in this city," whi^hhad shown "great zeal in getting

up the recent Union meeting, were summarily forced to leave

the South, and recently returned to their employers." About

the middle of December, a book-agent was arrested in Alabama,

while soliciting subscribers for "Fleetwood's Life of Christ,"

published at the North. The case was noticed in the Metho-

dist Conference, then in session, and the members advocated

the expulsion of the agent, as needful to the safetj' of southern

institutions. They jaid in substance, in a paper adopted for in-

sertion in the newspapers of that region :
"We have examined

this man's case. We find no evidence of his tampering with

Slaves ; but as he is from the North, and engaged in selling a

book published in the Nortli, we have a right to suspect him as

being an Abolitionist, and we therefore recommend, in order to

guard ourselves against possible danger, that he be immediately

conducted, by the military, out of this county into the next

adjoining." We can but marvel at the moderation of the

reverend censors, in dealing thus with such nefarious deeds.
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Trying to sell the "Life of Christ" in the midst of Slave-liold-

ers!— and they talk of only '•'2wssihle danger"!— and content

themselves Avith merely sending the offender to " the adjoining

county"! Of course, the military promptly did their bidding.

But military movements require music. In the neighborhood,

was a teacher of vocal and instrumental music, Avho had lived

nine years in Georgia and Alabama, and had never spoken

against Slavery, but ahvays in favor of it, although ho owned
no Slaves. On him the soldiers called, to head their march and

play the flute. He declined, and \ entured to assign a reason.

ITe thought the agent had done nothing worthy of expulsion.

In the evening, he received a written warning to leave the

State immetliately, under penalty of tar-and-feathers. His wife,

a southern woman, fearing the danger of delay, advised his

going before daylight; and he knew liie people well enough to

think her counsel wise. So, at three o'clock in the morning, ho

mounted his horse, and rode northward, taking only what his

saddle-bags cotild hold
;
abandoning a thriving business, and

leaving wife and children to be sent for when he should have

found a northern home to bring them into.

The venerable ])a>'iel Worth, a preacher of the Wesleyan
Methodist Church ; a man of noble presence and sterling quali-

ties of mind and heart, and of most respectable social standing

;

a native of North Carolina, where he M'as once a magistrate

;

for m:iny years a resident in Indiana, of whose Legislature he

has been a member
;
had, for About two years before December

last, been preaching in his native State ; and although some-

times threatened, on account of his fidelity to the principles of

the gospel he proclaimed, had not been seriously hindoi'cd in

his work till after the event at Harper's Ferry. The only rea-

son for this long forbearance, we are told by a Pro-Slavery

correspondent of the New-York Herald, Avho i-elates his recent

persecution, was " the good feeling for the respectable fiimily

who bear his name." On the 23rd of December, he was arrested

by the sheriff of Guilford County, on a charge of circulating

Iteiper's Crisis, and of preaching in a way "to make Slaves and

free negroes dissatisfied with their condition." "We learn," the

P.aleigli Standard says, "that the excitement in Greensborougli

[the county seat] was very great, and that the oflicers of the

law experienced difficulty in protecting WoExn from the indig-
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nation of tlie people." The examining court required him to

give bail in $5,000 for appearance at the spring term of the

Superior Court, and in $5,000 more to "keep the peace"—
that is, to hold his peace— until that time. The first require-

ment was complied with, but not the second ; so he was com-

mitted to prison. "While there, he was again arrested, and

bound over in $5,000 to appear at the spring term of the court

in Randolph County. Between these two arrests, five other

citizens of Guilford County, some of them "leading and influen-

tial men," were arrested and bound over, on the charge of circu-

lating Helper's book. Several arrests were made in Randolj)!!

County, also, on the same charge. Mr. Worth was put into a

cell "wholly unsuitable for any person to live in,'' with no bed-

ding but "a dirty pallet," and was kept there throiigh the

winter; the sheriflTs of several neighboring counties "hanging

around " to arrest him, if he should come out on bail, and put

him into close confinement again. A letter from Guilford

County, dated January 13, says that " his keepers observe the

strictest vigilance, not allowing even his wife to speak a word
to him without witnesses being present ; nor do they sulFer him

to write a word to any person, only what passes under their in-

spection. They made an attempt, during his trial, to dej^iive

him of the means of writing at all ; but finally concluded to let

him have two or three sheets of paper at a time, by his giving

an account, to the sherilf, what disposition he made of it. One
object seems to be to cut off all correspondence with friends,

and, indeed, all the friends of Liberty here must suiTer likewise."

He was tiied the 30th of March, and so eager were his perse-

cutors for the foregone conclusion,— his conviction,— that they

could not stop to sleep till it was reached. Impanelling a jury,

hearing testimony, arguments of counsel, and judge's charge,

filled up the time from morning until midnight ; and at four

o'clock, on Saturday morning, the expected verdict, "guilty," was

brought in. The judge did his part to secure that verdict, by a

charge in which, among other lucid expositions of the law, he

laid doAvn the doctrine, that, to sustain the allegation of seeking

to excite the Slaves and free colored ^:>eople to discontent, it

was not necessary to prove " that the book had been read by

or recited to a free negro or Slave, or that any such knew any-

thing of any part of its contents." Perhaps he thought the very
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ail' vould be infected with " dissatisfaction," by sucli a poisonous

compilation of statistics
;

or, judging the black people by the

white, and seeing that it could excite the latter to alarming dis-

content without their knowing a syllable of what was in it, he

naturally concluded it would have the same eftcct upon the

former. The penalty for the offence of which the prisoner was

now convicted, was public whipping or imprisonment, or both,

at the discretion of the court ; and the court graciously left out

the whipping, and fixed the imprisonment at twelve months,

the shortest period which the law allows. This certainly was

no dangerous extreme of mercy, seeing that other trials and

convictions were impending over the old man's head, with

chance of sentences ascending in the scale of severity, till all

the statute'? hoarded wrath should be exhausted. But still it

was displeasing to the people. A correspondent of the New-
York Tribune writes, on April 7, "I hear very many expres-

sions of discontent that Worth was not publicly whipped, ao

well as incarcerated, as he might have been— or, according to

the popular view, ought to have been— under the statute. But

the hope that some less lenient judge, in another county, may
impose this more degrading penalty, sustains them in their dis-

appointment." The same letter says that " the other trials of

Mr. Worth are to begin in about three weeks. They can

hardly fail to result in his conviction, and lawyers think he will

with great difficulty, if at all, escape the punishment of whip-

ping." And if he does not, he will not forget that neither did

his Master, who came to earth some centuries figo, to preach

deliverance to the captives," escape the Roman scourge, and a

yet sterner fate. Nor do we think, from all we have yet seen,

that, come what may, he will desert his Master's cause. He
tells us, from his dreary prison-cell, soon after his arrest, and

\\\\\\<i expecting to endure the utmost rigor of the unjust law,

" I seemed to hear my Saviour's voice asking, 'Art thou ready

to suffer for my sake ? Canst thou enter into dungeons for thy

Saviour's love, and suffer shame for my sake ?
' When I came

to vhe point, and could say, ' Yes, Lord, I am willing to suffer

thy righteous will in all things,' he poured his love into my soui

so boundlessly that I shouted aloud for joy. And let me say,

that I fully believe if I am sentenced to confinement or other

punishment, God will glorify his name by my suffering for him
15
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as much as though I was at liberty, and working in his vine-

yard." Unless we greatly en-, the test, if it must \te applied,

will prove the stanch old veteran's right to both his names.

Meanwhile, we are told, his counsel have appealed his case to

the Supreme Court ; bi:t probably with little hope of changing

the decision.

In a secluded corner of Madison County, Ky., has been lately

formed a settlement of peaceable, industrious, upright men, in

sympathy with John G. Fee, the faithful and devoted Anti-

Slavery missionary in that State. Most of them, like Fee>

were natives of Kentucky ; and of the rest, some had been liv-

ing there for years, approving themselves good citizens and

worthy men. The settlement was called Beroa. A flourishing

school had been established, greatly to the advantage of all the

region; a steam saw-mill had been erected; and all things

8eem.ed to promise well, not only for the internal prosijerity of

tSie settlement, but for its wholesome influence on all the

neighboring co'^ntry. But Slavery scented treason and sedition

in its free, efficient industry and material thrift, its* mental cul-

ture, and its faith in human rights ; and tlie decree went forth

against it. At a Pro-Slavery meeting, held in Richmond, the

county seat of Madison, on the 17th of December, attended, the

Kentucky papers say, by '^'tho oldest, most respectable, and

law-abiding citizens," a committee of sixty-five, " representing

the wealth and respectability of the county" was appouited,

"on the ground of self-preservation," to remove from among
them Mr. Fee, and Mr. Rogers, the principal of the Berea

school,, and so many of their associates as in the committee's

judgment, the peace and safety of society may require. On the

23rd, the committee visited Berea, and told Mr. Rogers and

his associates that they must leave the State within ten days.

When Mr. Rogers urged that they had violated no law, the

committee told him it was nor for any violation of law that lie

must go, but because " his principles were opposed to the public

peace," and any amount of force needful for the purpose would

be used to make him go. The next day, the Bercans appealed

to the Covernor of the State, asking protection against the

menaced outrage. They told- him it was a principle with them

to "submit to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake;"

that, accordingly, they had been in all respects obedient to the
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laws of the State ; that false reports against them had inflamed

the public mind ; and that they had sought, in vain, the fullest

investigation, offering every facility for it. The governor " re-

ceived the bearers of the petition courteously," but advised

them, for the sake of peace, to leave the State, saying that he

could not engage to protect them there, but promising them
security in going, and protection to their property. Finding no

other alternative, therefore, but to go quietly or be thrust out

by force, the mob being master and the governmctit, a sham,

thty chose the fonner ; left their homes, school, mill and shops

and farms, and passed over to Ohio
;
hoping still, however, that

before long the excitement would subside, so that they could

return in peace; and "not indulging even wikind words

about those who have made them homeless." " F -lends were

around," it is said, "who would have resisted even nnto death;

but the colonists believed that they should carry on their labor

in love and in peace, and they preferred exile, with the silent

preaching their absence would furnish, to the shedding of

blood."

In Bracken, Lewis, and Mason Counties were other fields of

Anti-Slavery labor, in which Fee and his fellow-missionaries

had built up little churches of believers in the gospel which

they teach. After the banishment of the Bereans, some of the

exiles ventured to seek temporary homes in one or other of

these counties, of which the first naiued is the native place of

Fee, and of J. G. riANSON, owner of the Berea saw-mill. But

the Slave-holders were at once on the alert. A :rieeting Iield in

Mason County, January 21, passed resolutions denouncing Fee
and his associates, and approving the action of the citizens of

Madison, demanding to be let alone with their " domestic insti-

tutions;" and appointing a committee to wait on Rev. J. S.

Davis, one of Fee's co-workers and an exile from Berea, who
had come to Lewis County, and oi'der him to leave the State

within seven days, threatening, in case of non-co:iipliance, "to

resort to means alike painful to " themselves, " and hazardous to

him." The citizens of Bracken and Masop Counties met at

Brooksville, in the former, on the 23rd, and unanimously resolv-

ed that Fee and Hanson, then within the county, " preparing

to make it their home," were "enepiies to the State;" com-

manded them and several of their frieads to leave the State by
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the foiirth day of February; threatened forcible expulsion if

they failed to obey ; and appointed a committee of fifty to exe-

cute the order on the persons named, " or any others of like

character."

The mob committee, on the 25th, gave notice of the meet-

ing's mandate to Fee and Haitsok and five others. One of

them, J. B. Mallet, had been, for nearly three years, teacher

of an academy in Bracken County, and had acquired for it " the

reputation of being one of the best schools in the country."

Another had been a teacher, but was now too feeble in health

for that employment. Another wan a poor, industrious laborer,

" noted for his quiet, peaceable character." Of Ranson, it is

said, "he had never been charged with any crime unless it was

his honesty." Unless ! Why ! is not that enough to make him

a fit object of Pro-Slavery persecution? For what is it but

rank lese-majesty to Slavery ?— or constant scandalum magna-
tum to the livers upon unpaid toil? How dare a man be

honest, in the midst of those who steal, from helpless poverty,

the bread they eat, the whisky they drink, the clothes they

wear, and the very ropes with which they hang incendiary

Abolitionists! Fee and his friends made some attempts at

argument and remonstrance, but all, of course, in vain. It was

admitted that they had done no unlawful act
;

indeed, one of

the mobocrats told Fee he was " smart enough to keep out of

the hands of the lawy and this was the only way to get him

out."- One neighboring Slave-holder, intelligent and high in

social standing, owned that the neighborhood thus broken up,

was " the best one he had seen in all Kentucky." But then, so

much the worse, for so much greater would its Anti-Slavery in-

fluence be. Before deciding whether to obey the mob or not,

the ostracized took legal counsel as to what was best to do.

They were advised that they could lawfully meet force with

force, but that to do so would not be expedient, in the circum-

stances. Concurring in this view, they yielded to the lawless

pressure, and withdrew to Cincinnati several days within the

limit which had been allowed them.

Early in March> Hakson went back to his mill, supposing,

probably, that the excitement had had time to cool, and that he

might resume his lawful business, unmolested. But no sooner

was his coming known, than the committee max again, and or-
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dered him to leave. On the 13th, he sent a protest to one of

the newspapers of the county. On the 26th, eighteen or twenty

of the committee, armed with shot-guns and pistols, went to

Beroa, but Hanson had withdrawn. They searched the houses

of Republicans living thereabout, and were so abusive in their

acts and language to a sick man and his daughter, into whose

house they broke, that the incensed Republicans gave them
battle and drove them off. Next day they returnedj with a

hundred and fifty men or more, searched every house and possi-

ble hiding-place for miles around, but found no enemy. They
then dismantled Hanson's saw-mill, and denounced all those

engaged in the fight, and gave their families notice to leave the

State by Tuesday following. The facts related in this para-

graph we gather from a letter written by Cassius M. Clay, a

few days after their occurrence.

The banishment of the " Radical Abolitionists," as Fee and

his associates were called, was not enough for the Pro-Slavery

zealots. Cassius M. Clay and the Republicans of Kentucky,

as it .appears from Mr. Clay's account, as well as from other

testimony, were hardly less the objects of their real or pretended

fear, and their unquestionably genuine hostility. "After the

overthrow of William S. Bailey's press, and the general

terror in the Slave States," says Mr. Clay, " the Democracy
thought it a good time to make a clean sweep of all the liberal

element here, including me and others in this county. The first

vote, at the public meeting, included the 'Republicans' by name.

Upon a reconsideration. Republicans were struck out, but in

the manifesto we were denounced as ' guilty of crime,' Avhich

ougiit to be, but is not, punishable by law." The attemj^t was
made to identify him and his felloAV-partisans, in the public

mind; with the proscribed Radicals ; and to put them, all to-

gether, under the same ban of proscription. For " what was the

use, it was said, to diive out Fee aT\d his companions, while

Clay was left to agitate the country." Whether because ot

Clay's personal influence and powerful family-connections, or

because the Republicans wei-e stronger, in numbers and means

of resistance, than the Radicals, or whether because the former

showed less willingness than the latter to yield the present ex-

ercise of their rights for the sake of avoiding bloodshed, or for

whatever reason, the " clean sweep " meditated was not made.

15*
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Clay met the menaces o: the mob-party with resolutCj and

even defiant words. When I feel," said he, " that I am right,

I shall not be driven from my constitutional privilege of avowal,

whenever it may suit my good pleasure, although the Lynch-law

Committee may not be able to sleep with ' doors unbolted.'

"

And again : " I shall in no way whatever, recognize or submit

to any revolutionary committee. You may be strong enough

to overpower me
;
you cannot drive me from the duty which I

owe to myself, to my friends, imd to my country," In speeches

made at Frankfort and at Richmond, in January and March, in

a printed appeal to the citizens of Madison County, on the 31st

of March, and through the columns of the county press, at

different times, he explained and defended his position ; avow-

ing his desire for peace, but letting it be clearly understood that

he and his political associates would fight, if need were, to

maintain their rights. "The Republican Party may not be

large enough," he said, " to meet the wide vision of the Madison

Lynchers, but it is large enough to stand by all its convictions,

and defend all its rights, wlienever, with speech, the pen, or the

sword, it is attacked by despots."

But, however bold his words, or resolute his purj^ose, in rela-

tion to his own and to his party^s l ights, and however much we
have seen in his career which claims respect and admiration, we
are constrained to say, with deep regret, that in his bearing to-

ward those noble men whom he callfa " Radicals," he has shown

neither justice, manly courage, magnanimity, nor Avisdom. He
dares not, or at least he does not— and why not, if he dares—
demand for them what he demands, and justly, for himself and

for his fellow-partisans. For these, he claims the right to liold

and freely utter Anti-Slavery sentiments, to organize and speak

and write and print and vote for the distinctly-avowed purpose

of arraying both the people and the government against Slavery.

For these he holds it as a duty to maintain the right, there in

Kentucky, where it is assailed ; maintain it, even though blood

should flow in the struggle. But when the Lynch Committee

declare open war upon that right, in Fee and Hanson, he

hastens to proclaim himself a neutral. Indeed, by his own
showing, he is hardly that, for he proposes to the Slave-holders

a way in which they may secure his help in putting down the

"Radicals." In a letter, written five days after the Bereans
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had been warned to leave the State, he tells us, " I have never

said that P'ee, or any other man, or set of men, ought to be

expelled from the State. I have always said that if the Radi-

cals, Fek, or any other man, or set of men, violated the laws, I
would aid in bringing tJiem to pxaiishmem ; and that if thei'C

was no law to punish our holding and avowing radical views in

a Commonwealth holding Slaves, the Slave-holders had the po-

litical power ;— let tbem pass a law to meet the case," This, in

a later letter, he affirms, "the Legislat ire could constitutionally

do " Should it be done, he would, of course, be pledged to aid

in punishing, what then would be a violation of the law, the

holding and avowal of radical views. True, he is opposed to

lynch-law process. He is "the sworn eternal enemy of mobs,"

but will not interfere to protect, from the mob's violence, men
whose o])inions differ from his own. "I am no Don Quixote,"

says he, in his Frankfort speech, of January 10th, " to fight the

battles of every man who may venture to express an opinion on

the subject of Slavery. ****** Wherever a man, planting

himself on the broad constitutional ground of our fathers of

1776, follows me, I will stand by and defend him, to the best of

my ability, and give him such protection as I can, when the

laws of the countiy refuse to give him what the Constitution

guarantees to him as his right." But " I could not stand by
Fee and his associates." Why not ? " The Constitution guar-

antees to " them, as mucli as to the Republicans, the right to

hold and speak and act upon their oAvn convictions. Moi*e-

over— though that makes no difference as to their right— they

also claim to stand " on the broad, constitutional ground of our

fathers of 1776," honestly differing from Mr. Ci.ay as to wliat is

that ground, and honestly believing that he and the Republi-

cans do not stand upon it. " That Mr. Fee was honest," Mr.

Clay, in terms, asserts, and "that he was pure in pui'pose,

actuated by the highest love of Christian charity ; " " as pure a

man," he says again, "as I ever knew." And between such a

man and his assailants, who were trampling down his lights by
lawless violence, Mr. Clay tells us, in his speech, that " my posi-

tion was one of strict neutrality." So, too, in his appeal to the

citizens of 3Iadlson County, he says that, when the attempt was
making to drive Hansox from the State, after he went back to

Berea, in March, " I told " one of the committee " that I should
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not interfere with their action if they confined themselves to

the expulsion of the 'Radicals;' but that, if the committee

attacked the Republicans on account of princij^les, we would

defend ourselves to the last." Now read, with this, another

extract from the same appeal. " I regard— all impartial men
will regard— him as the worst enemy of true liberty who ac-

quiesces in any usurpation, on the part of any man or set of

men, of the sovereign power of the State." Again he tells us, in

the same appeal, that he advised Hansox to leave the State,

" for his own safety, as well as to avoid the possible fight be-

tween my friends and the committee, because of his presence.

Thus he not only promises to " acquiesce in any usurpation on

the part of" the committee which stops at " the expulsion of

the Radicals," but counsels Hansox to like acquiescence by de-

parture from the State, to shun the risk of a battle.

But he does not propose to leave the State himself, nor coun-

sel the Republicans to do so, in order "to avoid a possible

fight." On the contrary, " I told our friends at Berea," he says,

*' that if they cleared themselves of Hanson, and were attacked

in their own right, we would make a common cause, we would

take to the woods, and defend ourselves to the death." Refer-

ring to the fight, not " possible " but actual, in which some of

them were engaged five days before (as mentioned on a former

page), he adds, with emphasis, stand hy those men

;

" and

claims that, in so doing, he is standing by the Constitution and

the Laws, and the liberties which he inherited from the fathers.

And, in a letter written while the excitement kindled by that

battle was still raging, and when rumor said the governor was

about to call out a military force against him and his friends,

he says, "the governor may make his demonstrations— the

'Minie rifles' and 'cannon' may come on to extinguish the

just indignation of outraged freemen in vain. Standing upon

the Laws^ the Constittition, and our owfi patriotic purposes, we
shall not be intimidated by this new accession of power in the

suppression of our rights." He writes, the same day, in another

letter, " I lie upon my arms, awaiting an attack. If driven into

the woods, I shall attempt to hold my position as long as possi-

ble
;
standing on the Constitution, the Laws, and my right, I

will defend them or die." Yet "the Constitution and the

Laws" were just as grossly violated when Fee and Hanson
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and their friends were banished, as they would be if he were

driven out ; an.d their " right " vv^as no less precious than his

own. lie asks, in the concluding paragraph of the same letter,

" Is this my cause only, or that ot rhe Americari people ? Shall

I stand or fall alone " Most pertinent inquiries, and sugges-

tive of important truth and obvious duty. This is not Mr.

Clay's cause only, it is " that of the American people," and the

human race. The right which he is vindicating foi- himself, the

right of free thought and free speech, is the guardian of all

other rights, not of one people only, but of man. And it is all

men's duty to assert it, uot for themselves alone, but for all

other men, and most especially for those in v/hom it is most ui*-

gently assailed. No faithful vindicator of it should be left to

"stand or fall alone." But just as pertinent these questions

would have been, suggesting the same truth and the same duty,

if pressed by Fee and Hansox upon Clay himself

What would he saj"-, if, to his just appeal, some noted cham-

pion of Freedom should reply, " Though I beheve that you are

honest, Mr. Clay, and actuated by the noblest motives, yet I

do not agree with you in your interpretation of the Constitu-

tion ; it is not the ground on which I stand, and I am no Don
Quixote, to fight the battles of every man who ventures to ex-

press an opinion about Slavery ? " Would he not answer, with

warmth, perhaps, and certainly with truth, " The question now
at issue is not whether I am right or wrong in my opinions, but

whether I have not a right to hold and speak them, hoAvsoever

they are thought, or even are, erroneous?" Yet this is just the

truth he overlooks, when speaking of the Radical Abolitionists.

" They hold," he says, " that there can be no law for Slavery

;

but I believe that Slavery is a creature of law, and I respect

the Constitution and the Laws. I do not believe the ' radical

'

doctrine light, and therefore will not jeopard my life on any

such false issue." Nobody asks him to do that. The issue he

is asked to meet is not the truth or falsehood of the " radical

"

doctrine, but whether freedom of opinion and expression is a

right, to be asserted on behalf of all. When putting it so justly

to the American people, that it is their cause for which he is in

peril, he knew, of course, that many, if not most of them, were

quite as wide in sentiment from him, upon the Slavery question,

as he from those he styles " the Radicals." Yet he believes,
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and rightly, that the people ought to " stand by " him in this

emergency ; stand by him, not as a Republican, but as a man,

having a right to think and speak his thoughts. In failing to

acknowledge that the same truth holds in favor of " ths Radi-

cals," he fails to recognize, or to respect, the principle on which

alone the rights of any man can be successfully asserted, the

equal sacredness of the rights of every man ; and thus he leaves

the gates of his own fortress open to the enemy.

"We think, too, that he does the "Radicals" injustice, by his

treatment of their doctrine of " no la^^"^ for Slavery." He calls it

"revolutionary," representing it as a denial of "the potency of

the Constitution and the Laws," as setting up an opposite ;vnd

independent government, and as inevitably leading " to physical

conflict." Yet he must know, at least he ought to know, that

the doctrine which they hold leads to no such result. It in-

volves no general denial of the power of law and constitution

;

sets up no government opposed thereto ; tends to no conflict,

save of moral power, with those who frame and execute the

laws. For it is simply this, that man cannot annul the law of

God
;

that, therefore. Slavery being an immorality, no law to

authorize it can bind the conscience; that wicked statutes

should be disobeyed, and their unrighteous penalties be meekly

borne, if rulers are unjust enough to execute them. Now which

is the more likely to bring on " physical conflict " with " the ex-

isting government"?— the "Radicals," by carrying out this

doctrine taithfuliy ; or Mr. Clay, resolving to defend, even " to

the death," against the mob, against the Lynch Committee,

against the Governor, with his Minie rifles and his cannon, what

he regards as his rights, according to his understanding of the

Laws and Constitution ?

When Mr. Clay confronts the foes of Freedom, and meets

their insolent demands "svith firm refusal, their rufiian menaces

with bold defiance, their noise and bluster with unquailing

courage, we cannot choose but honor and admire him. We
heartily rejoice that he was able to maintain his ground against

the lawless violence which sought to crush him. But when he

tries to separate his cause, as the defender of free speech, from

that of champions yet worthier than himself; leaves them to be

borne down by numbers and driven into exile, while he publicly

avows his own neutrality between them and their persecutoi'S

;
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and even countenances legislation to suppress in them the right

he deems so sacred in himself ; we cannot let our admiration of

liis gallant bearing in defence of his own rights, keep back the

emphatic repr:^hension which h." merits for his treatment of

their no less sacred rights; his untruth to the principle on

which both his and theirs are based.

Another exhibition of Kentuckian barbarism is mentioned in

the New-York Independent^ ;d)out the middle of January. It

says: "We learn that Rev. Geo. Candee, Rev. Wm. Ken-
DRiCK, and Robert Jokes, missionaries of the American Mis-

sionary Association, in Jackson County, Ky. (Jokes, a colporter),

were recently, near Laurel, where they Avere preaching, waited

upon by a committee of five, and requested to leave. They
were engaged to preach the next morning, but were prevented

by a mob, which took thorn a half mile and interrogated them,

then took them five miles further and left them, after shaving

their hair and beards, and putting tar on their heads and

faces."

James Power, a young Irishman, who had been at work,

for several months, as a stone-cutter, on the State-House at

Columbia, S. C, gave ofiencc to the sovereign mob of that

metropolis, by the remark that Slavery " caused a white laborer,

at the South, to be looked upon as an inferior an,d degraded

man." The Vigilance Committee hearing of the seditious ut-

terance, ordered the police to arrest him. On or about the

tenth of December, he Avas seized, while trying to escape
;
put

into a cell and kept three days, denied the use of pen and ink,

and all communication with his friends outside. Then he was

taken, before the mayor, tlie treasonous words were proved, and

he was sent back to prison
;
kept there six days, Avith but two

scanty meals a day; then taken out and dragged about the

streets and State-House yard, through the mud and puddles,

to the amusement of some thousands of delighted spectators,

including several members of the Legislature; marched three

miles out of the city, stripped and Avhipped thirty-nine lashes,

laid on Avith terrible severity ; covered to the Avaist Avith tar

and feathers ;
and, Avi.thout bei'^g allowed to put on his shirt or

coat, thrust into the negro-car on the railroad, and sent to

Charleston. At every station, the engineer bleAV a prolonged

A\'histle, and gathered a mob to insult the suflferer afresh. A
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citizen of Charleston, on the train, gave him, at one of the sta-

tions, a cup of coffee and a biscuit ; but was surrounded by the

rabble, and threatened with vengeance if he should repeat the

kindness. When he reached Charleston, Power was put in

prison and detained about a week
;

and, while there, was sup-

plied with soap and water to wash off the tar, and oil to soften

his sores. A mob repeatedly threatened to break into the jail,

to take him out and subject him to further abuse. On Satur-

day, the 24th, he was transferred from prison to the steamboat

for New York, and reached that city on the 26th, still suffering

from the effects of his ill treatment. The New-York Indtpen-

dent, from which we glean these facts,— related, in its columns,

from Power's own lips,— concludes, by way of comment on

the case, " this man informed us that, in common with the great

mass of Irishmen, in this country, he had always voted with the

Democratic party."

Another Irishman, James Ckangale, was arrested by a Vigi-

lance Committee, in Augusta, Ga., on the 28th of December,

charged with being an Abolitionist. He had been living in

Savannah for about two years, most of the time as deputy-clerk

of one of the courts there, busy with the duties of his office and

with preparation for admission to the bar, and never even ex-

pressing an opinion about Slavery. His real offence was, trying

to collect a debt due to him from a wealthy firm of dry-goods

merchants. Gray & Turley, doing business in Savannah and

Augusta. He had obtained a judgment in a Justice's Court,

which, on appeal, had been affirmed by the Superior Court,

although three lawyers, in succession, had thrown up his case,

after delaying it for months, and he was forced, at last, to act as

his own counsel. Then, as he could find no officer in Savannah

who would execute the judgment, and could not induce the

solicitor-general to bring the misconduct of the officers before

the grand jury, he went iip to Augusta, hoping to be more suc-

cessful there. But there a brother of a partner in the firm

indebted to him denounced him as an Abolitionist, and set the

Vigilance Committee on him. On the evening of his arrival he

was warned to leave the town immediately. He refused, de-

nied the charge of Abolitionism, and told the business which

had brought him thither. That night, about two o'clock, three

constables and about twenty of the Vigilance Committee broke
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into his room at the hotel, an-ested hinij and, after taking from

him his overcoat and vaiise, liurried him off to jail. He was

compelled to give uji his keys, being told that his refusal would

be taken as evidence of guilt, and would be followed by a

speedy judgment. During the day the mayor made an affidavit

against him, affirming that his errand was believed to be to stir

up an insurrection among the Slaves, which he was doing; and

that he had asserted the Slaves' right to rise against their

masters, and the right of the northern people to arm them.

When told of this, in the evening, and that he would be tried

next day, he sent, at the suggestion of his informant, and en-

gaged, as counsel. Col. Cummixg, one of the most respectable

and influential lawyers in the place.

On his Avay to court, next morning, he was arrested by the

State's authority, upon the mayor's accusation; having been

held till then without the shadow of a legal process. He was

arraigned before Justices Olix and Piquet; five witnesses

were heard against him, but none of them knew anything about

him, and all their evidence was onlv hearsay. It came out, in

the cross-examination, that An^hew Gray, a brotlier of the

Gray in the indebted firm, had pointed out the prisoner to one

witness, as an Abolitionist ; and that another witness had pro-

posed the hanging of the prisoner without a trial. This admis-

sion passed without rebuke from the court, but the testimony

touching Andkeav Gray was ruled out, "on the ground that

the trade of Augusta with the North would be injured should'

it become known that such was their method of dealing with

creditors." The prisoner's counsel then addressed the court,

denouncing vi^lance committees as self-made tribunals, at

once Avitnesses and judges, having no higher aim than to plan-

der northern men of property, by a charge of Abolitionism, and

divide the spoils among themselves. He justified the statute

which makes death the penalty for inciting Slaves to insurrec-

tion, but condemned the persecution of the innocent. As not a

particle of proof appeared against the prisoner, the court could

do no other than acquit him ; but yet condemned him to pay

the costs of prosecution, as Avell as of the preceding illegal arrest

and impxisonraent. His valise and coat were given back to

him ; but a pocket-book, containing nearly a hundred dollars,

which he had lefl in the coat-pocket, was nowhere to be found.

16



186 REPORT.

When he told the court of his loss, Justice Olin answered

with abusive and profane language, said he had acquitted hiin

simply for want of evidence, called him a fool, and compelled

him to open his valise, saying that, if anything was in it to con-

vict him, " enough of the boys were present to string him up."

Happily, it had not been tampered with, while out of his pos-

session, and so contained nothing to imperil him. The loss of

his pocket-book leaving him unable to paj' the costs of the in-

justice and abuse which he had suffered, he was committed

anew to prison till they should be paid. After staying there

thirty-three hours, he sent to Col. Ccjuming, asking for an in-

terview. Alfred Gumming, the colonel's son, went to the

jail and paid the fees demanded, and Mr. Craxgale was re-

leased; and, following Justice Olin's counsel, "to be off the

moment he was out of jail," he reached JSTew York the seventh

of January. And so his account with Messrs. Gray & Tuu-

LEY was balanced.

The Charleston (S. C.) Mercury^ of December 17, states that

"a man supposed to be an Abolitionist, and calling himself

James W. Rivers, was taken up on the 13th, by the Vigilance

Committee, tarred and feathered, and the right side of his head

shaven." On the 19th, the steamer Huntsville, from Savannah,

reached New Yoi'k, with several passengers who had been

driven from different parts of the South. Two, exiled from

South Carolina, had their heads shaven on one side. Not far

from the same time, as we learn from the Wythevillo (Va.)

Telegraph, a northern man, " supposed to be an agent of some

Abolition Aid-Society or Underground Railroad," was arrested

by a mob in Pulaski County, Va., and— " one of the most in-

fluential and worthy citizens of the county acting as judge, jury,

and executioner"— was hung by the neck till life was nearly

extinct, then taken down, and when sufficiently restored was

hung again; and, "after having undergone this process five

times, once each for old Brown, Corpoc, Cooke, Stevexs, and

Hazlett," was sent off, with a warning "that if ever caught in

Virginia again, he would have to take the sixth and fjital leaji."

While the brig B. G. Chaloner, of East Machias, Me., with

Captain A. V. Kinney, mate, and four seamen, was taking in

a load of lumber at Statilla Mills, on the Statilla River, hi

Georgia, in December, a Mr. Morrissey, a wealthy planter,
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living in that region, who had some time before become ac-

quainted with and much attached to Mr. Pattkrson, the mate,

sent him and the captain and the captain's wife a pressing invi-

tation to come and take a Christmas dinner with his family.

On the morning of the 25th they took the crew to row them to

Mr. Morri.sSEy's landing-place, about fifteen miles distant, and

thence went, five miles further, to his plantation, leaving the

men at the house of an acquaintance of the captain's, to await

their return. Soon after they had gone, a gang of six armed

ruftians, headed by one David Brown, went to the house

where the sailors were stopping, pretending to have been sent

to take them to jail. The sailors, thinking that they came with

legal authority, quietly went with them, and were taken to the

woods, tied to a tree, and a negro was made to give three of

them fifty lashes each, and the fourth, a tall, strong man, a

hundred ; then sent them, in a boat, back to the vessel. The
next day, as the captain, with his wife and mate, was returning

to the boat, Beowx and his gang intercepted them, and, with

guns leveled at their heads, compelled the men to take off their

coats ; then forced a negro to give them each fifty lashes, which

being done, they ordered him to give them "four more for

tally;" and when the captain's wife piteously interceded for

them, she was roughly told to "stop her d d crying," or

they would treat her in the same way. They v.'ere then con-

ducted to the boat, shoved off, and left to row against the tide,

back to their vessel. A correspondent of the Belfast (Me.) Aoe.

who writes from Georgia an account of these facts, says that

" the only reason given for the outrage was, that the captain

and his men were ' damned Northeniers.'

"

The Carolina JBuUetin, of Charlotte, N". C, states that, on
the '26th of January, Mr. Franklin Davis, a grand juror in

the County Court, sitting there, was expelled from the grand

jury, on motion of Solicitor D. B. Rea, for expressing senti-

ments opposed to Slavery, and was immediately bound over in

$1,000 for his appearance at the next sitting of the Sup'irior

Court. The JBulletin takes " great pleasure in commending Mr,
R.EA for the prompt and faithful manner in which he has dis-

charged his duty." At ChappePs Depot, S. C, a man named
James C. Bunging s was arrested on Sundaj"^ night, the 5th of

February, by a Vigilance Committee, who, on examination,



188 BEPORT.

pretended to have found upon him " any quantity of papers,"

showing him to he one of Brown's associates, commissioned to

go into all the South, and corrupt the minds of the negi-oes and

induce them to escape to the North. The next morning he

.was hung upon a tree, in front of the railroad station, in the

presence of about fifty persons, and, after hanging three hours,

his body was cut down and given to the medical students for

dissection. On the 12th of February, says the Virc/inia Senti-

nel, of the 14th, one Nuckols, living in Amherst County, Va.,

"was taken to a pond and ducked, for having used seditious

language." He afterwards procured a warrant for the arrest of

^^e offenders, "but, instead of its being executed, the magis-

trate who issued it narroAvly escaped a ducking himself." On
the lOthj a ruffian, named Edmuxdso^t, a large and powerful

man, who helps to represent Virginia in Congress, exhibited

the quality of southern chivalry by assaulting, with a stick, at

unawares, Mr. Hickman of Pennsylvania, a man of slender

frame, and withal consumptive, as he was walking from tlie

Capitol. The provocation was some words, more just than

complimentary, about Virginia, in a speech of Hickman's, a

. 'lort time before. As soon as the Virginian bully struck a safe,

because an unexpected blow, bystanders interposed, and led the

juen away in different directions. Among the toker.s of the

estimation in which the act of cowardly ruffianism was held by

the southern compatriots of its author, were the presentations

to him, shortly after, of "beautiful" and "elegant" silver-headed

and palmetto caues, from Virginian and South Carolinian ad-

mirers of his prowess.

In the Quincy (III.) Whig, of February 28, is an account,

given from the victim's mouth, of the barbarities committed,

the preceding night, upon Frkbf.ric Sciialler, a respectable

and intelligent citizen of La Grf;nge, Missouri, in which State

he has resided for the past twelve years. He states that he has

always been a Democrat, and has never meddled with Slaves

or Slavery. On Sunday, the 26th, while in a neighboring town,

he was accosted by three men, who told him he was suspected

of having aided the escape of a Slave of a Mr. Harris, in La
Grange, and mast go back with them. Confident in his inno-

cence and his ability to prove it, and asking only for a fair and

speedy trial, he went with them. They took him to the La
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Grange House, where he was held a prisoner. His request to

be tried on Monday was refused, and on Monday night an

armed gang of twenty-five or thirty took him out, together with

his brother and a man named Mattis, and two other men
Avhom they had seized ; released those two, and ordered them

to leave the State, tied the hands of the rest, carried them in a

hack, three miles from the town, then took them into the

woods, and hung Schaller on a tree till he was senseless.

When he enme to again, two men were whipping him with

cowhides ; his hands were tied to the tree above his head, and

he was entirely naked ; the night M^as very cold, and soon his

back was crusted with frozen blood. When untied, he fell to

the ground, too weak to stand. In putting on his clothes he

found that his money ($128 in gold) and his watch were gone.

He crawled, as well as he could, to the house of his father-in-

law, and was placed under a physician's care. His brother, who
had been released, told him the ruffians must have abused him
for more than an hour. Mattis, he said, " is still in La Grange,

sick, from a similar treatment."

These may serve as examples of the atrocities of which, for

months past, almost every issue of the periodical press has

brought us mention of fresh instances. Nor have they been

confined to the period since the taking of Harper's Ferry,

though much more frequent, since then, than before. Our last

Report gave an account of some riotous demonstrat' ns, near

the close of our preceding year, against a Confere. of the

Methodist Church North, which met in Fannin County, Texas

;

and of the resolution of the Conference to submit the question

to the people of their several stations and circuits, whether they

should give up the field, or still remain and preach. It seems

that their peoj)le thought the mob too strong to be resisted ; for

we learned, a few Aveeks later, that " the difficulties have been

temporarily settled " by the Northern Methodists " agreeing, for

a time, to abstain from preaching " in that region. It is also

stated that " The Texas Advocate, the organ of the Methodist

Church South, fully and warmly endorses the proceedings of

the mob, and urges the thorough and immediate eradication of

the Methodist Church North, in Texas, with whatever force may
be necessary."

The Methodists, however, were not the only troublers of the

16*
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peace of Texan Slave-holders. Solomon McKinuey, a Camp-
•bellite preacher, went, in April of last year, from Iowa to Dallas

County. Texas, and spent the summer there, preaching at

<3ifierent places in the county. He is a native of Kentucky, hut

now a resident of Iowa, and has lived in Indiana, where he was

known as a good Democrat, holding Slavery to be sanctioned

'hy the Bible. At the request of a Slave-holder, with whom he

boarded, in Dallas County, he preached a sermon on tlie rela-

tive duties of master and Slave, hi which he condemned the

cruel treatment Slaves sometimes receive. This proved him

not a proper man to be at large among the meek and gentle

dwellers in that land. They therefore lield a meeting in the

•town of Dallas, on the 12th and 13th of August, and resolved

that they were law-abiding and law-loving citizens, looking to

the law to protect them in their riglits, but determined to resort

to other means against offenders wliom the law cannot reach

;

that they protested against the dangerous sentiments which

McKiKfsrEY had been preaching to their Slaves ; and " warned

him to seek a field where the sentiments of the people are more

congenial to his own, and not again attempt to preach in this

community." Soon after, he arranged to leave the State, in

company with another preacher of the same denomination,

Wii.LiAM Blunt, an old acquaintance, who had been a short

time in the neighborhood, and, through his introduction, had

preached there once or twice. They had engaged a man to

take them on their journey, on the 23rd ; but some cause hin-

dered him fiom going till the 25th. On the morning of that

day, while they were at a friend's house, six miles from Dallas,

waiting for their carrier, four men called on them, as a commit-

tee of a meeting held in Dallas, the day before, and told them
they must go by Saturday, the 27th, or be helped away. One
of the men fired his revolver at McKinney, coming out to ask

their errand, and he answered with a rifle-shot ; but neither

took efiect, and the man rode back to Dallas, and mustered a

party for pursuit, while the other three delivered the message

of the meeting. Half an hour afterward, Blunt and McKin-
ney set off upon their journey, and had gone about nine miles,

when they were overtaken by nine well-mounted men, armed

with double-barreled guns,
,
by whom they were taken back to

Dallas. There they were put in prison, by the sheriff, who took
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from Bluxt his money, about sixteen dollars. At three or four

o'clock next morning, eight armed men entered the jail, tied

them, and took them a little way out of town, pulled off their

coats, and gave them eighty lashes each, with a rawhide, then

bade them go, and never be seen in the country again. Bluxt
was so weak before that he could walk but a few rods without

resting, being an old man and in feeble health, and, after the

infliction, had to be lifted into the carriage. Wlieu he express-

ed a wish to get his property in Dallas, especially his money,

before going, the ruffians insisted tlu-t he should go at once,

threatening to riddle him with balls, and striking liim in the

breast with the muzzles of their pistols. "Their shirts were cut

into ribbons by the rawhide, and their backs were one mass

of clotted blood and gore, and bruised and mangled flesh."

Blunt, in a memorial to the Legislature of Wisconsin, of which

State he has been a citizen for twenty-four years, related, under

oath, most of the particulars above recited, and further stated

that, "for more than thirty years, he had uniformly supported

the Democratic ticket, both in the State and Nation, and sus-

tained the views of that party, upon the issues between the

North and South to the best of his abilities ; and that he has

never believed it to be his duty to preach against Slavery, anf'

consequently he has carefully abstained, and did, while in

Texas, carefully abstain, from so doing." To which the Madison

(Wis.) State Jbumal adds that "he Avas particularly 'gifted' in

the Biblical argument in favor of Slavery." It was said, in the

debate upon his memorial, that the abuse which lie had received

had ruined his health beyond hope of recoveiy.

A despatch from New Orleans, on the 13th of September,

says tluvt " the planters residing in the parish of Lafayette, in

this State, having been seriously annoyed by outside persons

tampering with theii* Slaves, formed a Vigilance Committee, a

few days since, and expelled a large number of obnoxious per-

sons from the parish, after administering to them a severe

punishment." As there are laws enough in Louisiana to punish

" tampering with Slaves," when proved by proper evidence, the

strong jiresumption from the interference of a mob, self-styled a

Vigilance Committee, is, of course, that these " obnoxious per-

sons" were as innocent of the alleged offence as those whose

cases we have been relating.
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Censokship of the Mails and Press.

Another way in which the lawless spirit of the Slave-land

showed itself, was in the violation of the mails— to which even

high official authority lent its countenance— and in the furious

warfare waged against the issues of the northern press. Most
of the northern journals which had obtained some circulation

at the South, by regular subscription or otherwise, wore pro-

scribed as incendiary publications : postmasters refused to de-

liver them to their subscribers, and petty magistrates burned

them in public places, with the appropriate formalities, under

statutes framed to give to vandalism the color of law
;
while, in

some instances, men who ventured to subscribe for and receive

them, were, indicted for the crime of circulating papers calcu-

lated " to incite Slaves to rebel."

A postmaster in Doddridge County, Va., having written to

Governor Wise, asking what he should do with the New-York
2)'tbune, and certain other papers of like character, coming to

his office, the governor referred the question to the State's

Attorney-general. He answered, on the 26th of November,

citing the statute of Virginia, which requires that " if a post-

master knows that any book or writing, advising or inciting

negroes to rebel, or inculcating resistance to tlie right of

propert)"" of masters in their Slaves, has been received at his

office in the mail, he sliall give notice thereof to some justice,

who shall inquire into the circumstances, and have such book

or writing burned in his presence ; if it appear to him that the

person to whom it was directed subscribed therefor, knowing

its character, or agreed to receive it for circulation to aid the

purposes of Abolitionists, the justice shall commit such person

to jail; and if any postmaster or deputy-postmaster violate this

ibcction, he shall be fined not exceeding two hundred dollars."

This law he declared to be constitutional, and binding upon

every postmaster in the Commonwealth, and not in conflict

with the Federal authority in the establishment of post-offices

and post-roads. When the mail matter reaches the point of its

reception, the Federal power ceases ; the State alone is to de-

termine whether her citizens shall receive it ; and any law of

Congiess impairing this reserved right of the State, is unconsti-
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tntional, and cannot exempt a postmaster from the penalty of

the State law. " It is eminently important," he concludes, " that

tlie provisions of the law in question should be rigidly adhered

to by ail the postmasters in the State, and that the justices to

whose notice the matter may be brought should firmly execute

the law, whenever a proper case presents itself for their de-

cision."

Soon after this opinion was made public, a postmaster in

Fairfax County wrote to the Postmaster-general, asking for in-

struction touching the matter it refers to, and whether the

Virginian statute is in conflict Avith the Act of Congress, which

imposes heavy penalties for the unlawful detention of mail-mat-

ter from the person to whom it is directed. Mr. Holt replied,

on the 5th of December, stating that it had been fully decided

by Attorney-general Gushing, in a perfectly analogous case,

that the State law " was not inconsistent with the Act of Con-

gress, and that postmasters, as good citizens, were bound to

yield obedience to such State laws." " The judgment thus pro-

nounced," said Mr. Holt, " has been cheerfully acquiesced in

by this department, and is now recognized as one of the guides

of its administration. You must determine whether the news-

p.apers, &c., received by you for distribution, are of the character

described by the statute, and if you believe they are, you are

empowered and required, by your ' duty to the State of which

you are a citizen, to dispose of them in strict conformity to the

provisions of the law referred to." When, some weeks later,

the proprietor of the Dayton (0.) HeUgious Telescope sent a

complaint, through his Representative in Congress, to the Post-

master-general, that a certain postmaster, in Vii-ginia, was refus-

ing to deliver the Telescope to the subscribers for whom he

received it, JNIr. Holt directed his Assistant to inform his recu-

sant subordinate that he had misconstrued the statute of

Virginia ; that if one number of a paper contains incendiary

matter, it does not follow thence that every number is to be

condemned ; but that each number must be judged upon its

own merits. A rule, this, which would cut out plenty of work
for the postmasters; as well as clothe them with somewhat

ample, not to say formidable powers! For it would require

them to examine every paper, book, and pamphlet coming to

their respective offices— and why not every letter, for "book
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or writing " is the language of tlie statute, and sedition and re-

bellion may lurk in manuscript as well as in print— else might

some treason slip through undetected. And this is the decree

not of Kaisar or of Czar, hut of an under servant of the people

of a free Republic

!

The postmaster at Lynchburg, Va., wrote to Horace Gree-

ley, on the 2nd of December, " I shall not, in future, deliver

from this office the copies of the Tribune which come here, be-

cause I believe them to be of that incendiary character which

are forbidden circulation alike by the laws of the land, and a

proper regard for the safety of society." From Occoquan, in

the same State, Johx C. Underwood wrote, on the 21st, " ten

or twelve copies of the Tribune are taken at this office, and the

postmaster refuses to deliver them to the subscribers! The

Attorney-general of this State has pronounced them incendi-

ary ! " The Occoquan postmaster wrote, on the 26th, to the

editor of the Poughkeepsie (N. Y.) Eagle^ " You will discon-

tinue your paper directed to J. Yelvertost ; the magistrates

have burned it, and say they will continue to do the same if

sent," The Springfield (Mass.) Republican^ the Albany Evening

Journal^ and the N"ew-York Independent are among the journals

which received similar notices from southern post-offices. Even

such eminently " conservative " publications as Jlarperh Weekly,

and Frank Leslies Illustrated Paper, were put under the same

ban. Judge Sauj^ders, of North Carolina, as we learn from

the JVbrth Carolinian, "put a stop to the sale of" JlMper'^s

Magazine, and Weeldg, in Raleigh. The Columbus (S. C.)

Guardian uttered its protest against the circulation of them,

and of Leslie's paper, in the South. Indeed, so far was the pro-

scription carried that Ave believe the Springfield Hejniblican

exaggerated little, if at all, in saying, "nearly all northern papers

are now excluded from the South, except the I^eic-York

Herald and the Neto - York Observer, the one the organ of Pro-

Slavery diabolism and the other of Pro-Slavery piety."

Not far from the first of January, John H. Gargas and

Thomas Crux were arrested in Fairfax County, Va., charged

with circulating incendiary documents. Helper's book particu-

larly. Gargas is a postmaster, and his crime was handing to a

neighbor one of Helper's books, which came by mail, Avithout

knowing what it was. He was tried by five justices, and dis-
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cliarged
;
probably because lie had sinned in ignorance. Mr.

Crux, who was bound over for trial, in 82,500, conscious, doubt-

less, that he could not put in the same plea, thought it prudent

to leave the State, forfeiting his bond. Near the same time, the

Montgomery (Ala.) 3rail proposed that southeni " booksellers

Avho find that, without knowing it, they have bought books con-

taining Abolition sentiments, should destroy such books and

refuse to pay for them, on the ground that the law cannot com-

pel them to pay for books the circulation of which is against

law." Conclusive reasoning, we think, to men whose honesty

consists in doing just what the law compels ! A later issu<? of

the Mail, on the 17th of February, invites "all persons in

Montgomery who possess copies of the sermi;ns of the notorious

English Abolitionist, Spurgeo^", to send them to the jail-yard,

to be burned on next Friday," ai.d adds that " a subscrijition is

on foot to buy of our booksellers all copies of said sermon? now
in their stores, to be burned on the same occasion." And on

the 28th, it thus announces the result of its invitation. " Last

Saturday, we devoted to the flames a large number of Spur-

Geon's Sermons, and the pile was graced at the top with a copy

of ' Graves's Great Iron Wheel,' Avhich a Baptist friend present-

ed for the purpose. We trust that the works of the grea&y

cockney vociferator may receive the same treatment throughout

the South. And if the pharisaical author should ever show

himself in these parts, we trust that a stout cord may speedily

find its way round his eloquent throat." Witliin a few weeks

after this, " a large number of copies of the ' Impending Crisis

'

were publicly burned at Greenville, S. C, and a young man
named Harold Wyllys Avas sentenced to a year's imprison-

ment for putting them in circulation." A letter to the New-
York Trilruiie, dated March 15, from Harford County, Md., says

that " this course of proscription has been carried out by a few

demagogues in this county. The sheriff^, being a Democrat,

summoned a Democratic grand jury, whose first act Avas to

summon before them the postmasters, to inform them if any in-

cendiary or inflammatory documents came to their ofiices, and

Avho took them." Finding too many to indict them all, they

singled out " one T, B. Hull, Avbo had procured son^e friends

to join hira in a club" to take the Tribune, and presented him

as "guilty of a crime Avliich, in Maryland, is punishable with not
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less than ten yeai's' imprisonment in the penitentiary." They

also found a bill against one S. B. Walton, for having and

lending to his neighbors a copy of the ' Impending Ci'isis
;

' and

against a poor, educated black man, who has taken the Tribune

for the last six years ; also against one David Tucker, a worthy

and highly respected citizen, who had presented, to some mem-
bers of his Sunday-school class, a year's subscription to the

Methodist Sunday-school Advocate, in one number of which

were found some of John Wesley's sayings against " the sum
of all villanies." A correspondent of the IVihme writes from

Lewes, Del., on the 21st of April, that " the grand jury of Kent

County, Md,, have had the postmasters before them, made in-

quiries relative to newspapers taken at the different offices, and

directed the postmasters to retain and not deliver the New-
York Tribune and Delaware Mepublican. There apjiears to be

a goodly number of subsci'ibers to the obnoxious journals, and

they are, without an exception that I know of, persons of re-

spectability, intelligent and law-abiding. Several are Slave-

owners. The postmasters, as far as heard from, retain the

papers. If they would only read them, it would be some conso-

lation." This war upon the northern press has brouglit witliin

the reach of northern admiration some precious gems of south-

ern post-official literature, from Avhich one might be tempted to

infer that dictionaries, spelling-books, and grammars are includ-

ed in the southern Index Mvpurgatorius of incendiary publica-

tions. We copy, as a specimen, the following elegant epistle

from a Virginian postmaster, to the editor of the Western

Christian Advocate,

Waykk C. H. Va. Feb. 28, 1800.

To ihe Editor of the Western C'hrcsion Advocate.

Sir you will Please Discontinue sending your paper to this office as it lia?

bin found to contain incindary matter, and burnt. Yours &c.

Just what the offending paper burnt, whether the mail-bag or

the unfortunate postmaster's fingers, his Spartan brevity permits

us not to know; perhaps his Spartan hardihood forbade his

telling. But that it " burnt," must be accepted, we suppose, as

proof indubitable that it contained " incindai-y matter," and,

consequently, was a dangerous thing among the combustible

contents of the mail. Entirely reasonable, therefore, was the

polite request "please discontinue sending" it.
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Commercial PROscEiPTiosr.

But not against the northern press alone has the war been

waged. The merchants of the northern cities have been threat-

ened with the loss of southern trade unless they would abjure

all sjTupathy with Freedom, and range themselves with the

open allies of the Slave-power. Editors or correspondents of

southern journals, or fellows claiming to be such, and other in-

carnations oi" essential impudence, thrust themselves upc -. the

notice of northern merchants, demanding explanations of their

views of Slavery, and avoAvals of tlieir political opinions and

associations, on pain of publication in some "black list" of

" Abolition houses," if they answered manfully or not at all

;

v/hile places in the " white list " of " Conservative " or " Con-

stitutional houses " could be had for pledges of subserviency

to southern despotism, and an adequate consideration.

Offices, for the systematic carrying on of this business of levy-

ing black mail, and bribing or bullying northern merchants into

tame servility, were opened, under the fair-seeming name of

" Southern Mercantile and Business Agency ;
" with open pi-o-

clamation of " the purpose "—we copy from the circular of one

of them— " of attempting to give a right direction to southern

trade, by withdrawing it from our northern enemies, and placing

it in the hands of our friends ; which we propose to do by
furnishing southern merchants and business men with such reli-

able information regarding northern mercantile houses, as will

enable them to trade exclusively with those who are friendly to

the South and her institutions." The circular we quote from is

dated at Richmond, Va., January 1, 1860, and signed by Wm.
P. GiLMAN & Co. After telling the mercantile public that " our

books will contain the names of every nortnem house ascertain-

ed to be worthy of southern confidence ; and these names, with

the business and locality annexed, will be corrected annually,

and published in a book or directory, prepared for the express

purpose, and circulated throughout the whole southern coun-

try;" and, with divers other important considerations, com-

mending the enterprise to liberal patronage, it concludes with

the particularly interesting information that, " to defray the ex-

penses necessarily incurred in establishing our Agency, and in

17
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carrying out its design, we shall charge each house, whose name
or card appears in our Directory, a sum not less than FIFTY
DOLLARS, to be paid at the time of subscribing." The At-

lanta (Ga,) Southern Confederacy published its "white and

black lists," denouncing all who were included in the latter, as

" steeped and saturated in Sewardism, Brownisra, Greeleyism,

Helperism, and incendiarism," :md insolently adding, "if they

are not, let them deny it under oath before the world, and say

who they supported for president in 1856 " IsTot satisfied with

urgently exhorting tlie merchants of Georgia to b\iy their goods

of those alone whose names were in the " white list," it threat-

ened with exposure such as should presume to disi'egard the

exhortation, telling them that ^'2nibUc sentiment, as well as their

duty as good and loyal citizens of a Slave-liolding community,

will prompt them" to compliance. The Charleston JSIercimj

is another of the southern journals which engaged in this absurd

attempt to abrogate the laws of trade, and compel the sale of

principles with wares. It denounced, and threatened to expose

by name, the Charleston merchants who maintained business

relations with a New-York house, of which the partners attend

Heis^ry Ward Beecher's church.

From the New-York Tribune^ of February 15, we loarn that

the editor of the Confederacy was then in New-York city,

"making a round of calls upon tradesmen, receiving sometimes

money, sometimes goods, and always the evidence of the most

despicable subserviency, on condition that he Avill certify to

that fact; and that among all these tradesmen not one had

kicked him into the nastiest part of tlie gutter near their

premises." Nay, there were even found, among the merchants

of that city, some so forgetful of their self-respect, that, when

the impudent blood-sucker had put their names into his black

list, instead of taking it as an honorable attestation of their

manliness, they were actually at the pains to repel, tlirough the

daily press, the imputation of sympatliy with any of the forms

of fanaticism raentioned ;
" while others hastened to present

him, personally, "the best evidence" [signed, doubtless, by the

officers of solvent banks] " that they were never tainted with

any Anti-Slaveiy isms^^ but were " deserving of the continued

patronage .and support of their fonner patrons at the South

"

But these exhibitions of servility seem not to have produced
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the hapjiiest consequences to their authors. The Trihxine^ of

the 21st of February, says that "the nierchaits who thought to

get an advantage by succumbing to the process of explaining

their politics, and getting themselves put into white lists, in

sundry one-horse newspapers, at the South, arc getting the

just deserts of their contemptible meanness. A whole crowd of

ragged, sjionging felloAvs have arisen, in the shape of corres-

pondents of southern journals, editors, attaches, drummers for

advertisements and subscriptions, who surrunnd them like buz-

zards hovering about a wounded buffalo on the prairie. It is

next to impossible to distinguish the real vagabonds from their

counterfeit. To make sure work, therefore, each poor, pitiful,

mean-spirited, craven, humiliated wretch of a merchant, who
has allowed himself to be entanejled in the toils of these land-

sharks, has no other escape but to buy off from every fellow

who besets him."

The great " Union meeting," held in New-York city, on the

19th of December., to reassure the South, alarmed by northern

manifestations of admiration for Johx Beoavx, ajjpears to have

been, at the same time, a device to help this work of commer-

cial proscription ; refusal to subscribe the call for it being re-

garded as conclusive proof of infidelity to southeni interests,

while signing it was to be a way to southern favor. To facili-

tate the working of this device, of the 176 pages of the hand-

some pamphlet, in which the proceedings of the meeting were

published, eighty-four were "beautifully filled," the Tribune

says, " in clear type and broad margins, with the names of the

signers to the call, all carefully, distinctlj'^, and, what is more,

alxjhdbetically arranged ; at a total expense, for meeting and

pamphlet, of $10,000. So that hunting to ascertain who is

sound on the golden goose of trade in this city, becomes a job

easily performed."

While one set of the lordlings of the Slave-land, finding their

own advantage in playing go-between to southern arrogance

and northern baseness, were willing to discriminate in their

proscription, another set, more fierce and not so politic, were

for entire non-intercourse with the infected region, fearing alike

to trust the true men and the traitors there. Out of the many
avowals of the feelings and the purposes of this class, with

which the southern press abounded, we give a specunen or two,
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by which to judge the rest. A meeting held in "Westmoreland

County, Va., on the 28tli of November, resolved to " adopt a

strict non-intercourse in trade and commerce Avith the citizens

and merchants of all the non-slaveholding States ; neither to

sell them any article of the growth or manufacture of our State,

nor buy nor consume any article of the gi'owth or manufacture

or their States ; to cease to travel among them or visit them,

except on the most ui'gent and unavoidable business ; to em-

ploy no laborers' or mechanics from the North ; and to arrest

and send, out of the State, in the most summary manner, all

itinerant venders of northern books, newspapers, periodicals, or

any other article of northern growth or manufacture ; and all

persons who are s\ispected of Anti-Slavery opinions or sympa-

thies, or who cannot give a precise and true account of them-

selves, as engaged in lawful business, we will treat as vagrants

and incendiaries." Some time during the winter the Alabama

House of Representatives passed a resolnfcion, declaring it the

duty and interest of Alabama, and all other Slave-holding

States, to cease commercial intercourse with the northern

States; and recommending the people "to hold meetings in

every county tmd neighborhood, and resolve to buy no article

of merchandise or manufacture obtained in the northern States,

or procured through any northern finn or agency."

On the 19th of December, a resolution was introduced in

the House of Dele ^ates of Virginia, " that the Committee of

Schools and College r inquire into the expediency of reporting a

bill prohibiting school commissioners, throughout the Common-
wealth, from subscribing to any teacher, male or female, who
hails from the north of Mason's and Dixon's line, unless they

shall have resided in the State of Virginia for at least ten suc-

cessive years previous." Another resolution, introduced in the

same body, aimed at discouraging insurance, by Virginians, in

northern offices. About the same time, two hundred Virginian

students started off^ in a body, from the medical schools of

Philadelphia, indignant at the determined energy with which

the mayor and police had crushed a riotous attempt,, in which

they largely shared, to prevent George W. Cubtis from de-

livering an Auti-Slaveiy lecture iu that city, on the evening of

the 15th of December. They went to Richmond, where they

met a jubilant reception, and were welcomed with a speech
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from Governor Wise. But the city which they left seemed no

way inconsolable at their departure, regarding it as a happy de-

liverance rather than a calamity. The Philadelphia Sunday
Despatch declared that they had left the city for the city's

good, had relieved the poUce of a constant source of solicitude,

and would now ialiict iipon the suffering South their riot,

drunkenness, and folly. The relief appears, however, to have

been but temporary and partial; for a correspondent of the

Now-York Trihune writes from Philadelphia, on the first of

January, " it is a solemn fact that the indignant Virginia doctors

are back again— the very fellows who went off in such a rage

only ten days ago !— not all of them yet ; but they are sneak-

ing back in squads of two, three, and half a dozen at a time,

careful to a,void fuss, and seeking to excuse their childish folly

by saying they only wanted a holiday frolic."

The embryo physicians ofVirginia, were not the only faiterers

in this patriotic purpose of abandoning the luckless North to

poverty and starvation, by Avithdrawing southern patronage.

Older and sterner hearts had some relentings, too. We learn

ftom the New-York Commercial,, that, in the latter part of

December, a single number of the Richmond Eaquirer,, but a

few days after it had strongly recommended strict non-

intercourse between Virginia and the North, contained "ten

editorial laudatory notices of books, every one of which is pub-

lished at New York or Boston, with any number of advertise-

ments of goods for sale, of purely northern manufacture, and

some headed with northern and eastern titles." In fact, we
gather from the statements of the press that the non-intercourse

attempt lias so far proved a signal fliilure. The natural laws of

trade have been too strong, as yet, for the champions of i3ro-

scription. The Tribunis correspondent writes from Philadel-

phia, on the 30th of January, "I have talked with fifty men
who make for and sell the bulk of their wares to the South, and

they neither feel nor fear a diminution of their sales. Southern

dealers, in this market, neither write nor talk non-intercourse

Our people are satisfied that they will continue to buy as usual,

wherever they can be best suited. Everything we have to sell

is going off without interruption from this cause, and twenty

locomotives, for southern railroads, have just bee^ ordered from

New Jersey." The New-York Evening Postj a-few weeks latei*,

17*
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says, " some of our merchants are absolutely oppressed with the

extent of the orders they receive from the South. We spoke

with one of them, this morning, who said that the house in

which he was concerned had twice the amount of southern

trade, this winter, that it had last season. "What is quite as

worthy of note is that those who come on from the South to

purchase, buy, as they did last year, where they can buy to the

best advantage, and ask no questions as to the politics of the

seller." A writer in the Alexandria (Ya.) Oazette asks, in the

early part of March, "what has been the actual result of all the

resolutions lately passed, not only in this city, but in nearly

every town and county in the Commonwealth? I was in New
York and Philadelphia, last week, and had some opportunities

of knowing, and am firmly of the opii^ion that more goods, of all

kinds, have been sold in both places, to southern markets, than

was ever before the case. Southern merchants and southern

people, despite of everything done and said, will buy where

they think they can get the best assortment, and purchase at

the cheapest rates."

Bakbaeity to Slaves.

The illustrations of the barbarism of the Slave-land, contain-

ed in the foregoing pages which relate the treatment white men
have received when in occasional and brief contact with it, may
give some notion of what black men must be liable to suffer

from its continual pressure
;

held, all their lives long, helpless,

hopeless, in its grasp ; and rated so low in the scale of being,

that theu" suffering or enjoyment is esteemed of small account,

compared to the security, the ease, the pleasure, or the gain of

those belonging to the higher caste. Men of ordinary intelli-

gence, not utterly awiy with prejudice, will hardly be persuaded

to believe that they who treat white freemen, their own caste,

as we have seen the people of the Slave States do, are likely to

be very careful of the comfort of black Slaves, whom they look

down upon as creatures of a lower order, " having no rights

which they are bound to respect." That they will often practice

cruelty- mthcut"^ Scruple or compunction, upon their human
Cihattei4 tc^ qilkkea indolence, extort submission' to the behests
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of brutal appetite, repress the ivnnly instincts which pride of

caste calls insolent, or punish ini^ubnrdination or slackness to

cipey, subdue rebellious aspirations or gratify vindictive feeling,

obviously the logical sequence of the premises before us.

This i
'' rence is amply verified, moreover, by plenty of authen-

tic testimoi y as to the actual treatment of the Slaves. Indeed,

a candid man would be convinced of this, by seeing on what

sort of evidence Pro-Slavery advocates rely, to prove the oppo-

site. For instance, the Detroit JP'ree Fj-ess, of May 16, 1859, to

show the falsehood of the stories which it represents as told by
Abolitionists, " of cruelty to Slaves at the South, and the im-

possibility of procuring redress for or punishment of such

cruelty," quotes from the N'orth- Carolina Journal, of the week
before, an " item of fact " which, it says, " puts to Right a regi-

ment of such stories.'' It is, that at the session of the Superior

Court of Iforth Carolina, held at ISTeAvbern, the j^receding

Thursday, in a suit for damages against two men for brutally

abusing the plaintiff's Slave, the jury awarded the plaintiff five

hundred dollars damages, Now Abolitionists aflirm, not quite

"the impossibility," but the exceeding difficulty of punishing

the frequent crime of cruelty to Slaves. We would not venture

to assert tiiat it was never pimished, under southern law ; for

though, of all the many cases of the crime, whereof we have

heard, we do not now remember one of punishment, it yet

seems hard to doubt that some such must have been. But, had

we said such punisliment is impossible at the South, the "fact"

adduced by the Free Press would not disprove our word. For,

first, it proves that the Slave, in that case, Avas "brutally

abused ;

" and, second, it shows not even an attempt to " pro-

cure redress " for him, or to his abusers ; but only a

recovery of damages by an "owner," for injury to his property.

That one man, of the favored caste, can make another pay for

dam.ige done to his goods and chattels, does not begin to prove

that one of the inferior caste can get redress for wrongs wliich

he endures from liis suj^eriors in jDosition ; or that their crimes,

committed upon him, are practically i^unishable, whatever laws,

enacted for the world abroad to read, may seem to say. If, in

the case just cited, the abuse liad been the master's act, what

chance would the Slave have had to procure redress? He
could not sue for damages, or enter a complaint for the offence
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against himself or against the law. Nor could he even be a

witness, to attest the facts, if the offender should be prosecuted.

When, therefore, we consider that by far the greater part of the

abuse which Slaves endure, must, of necessity, come from the

master's act, either immediately or through his agents, such as

overseers and drivers, we may judge of what avail are facts like

that the Free Press cites, to " put to flight a regiment " of

Anti-Slavery stories.

In saying that we do not now remember any case of punish-

ment for cruelty to Slaves, we spoke with reference to legal

penalties. We have heard of a case or two in which a horrible

atrocity has roused the popular indignation to the lynch-law

pitch. One such, in the past year, is mentioned; in which,

howevei", the catasti'ophe appears to have been due to other

provocations, added to the barbarous treatment of the Slaves.

A correspondent of the Louisville (Ky.) Journal wrote from

Princeton, in that State, about the middle of last August, that

an assassination, some ten miles from there, not long before, was

charged upon a Slave of Jesse Williajis, two other of whose

Slaves declared that tlie accused committed it, and at their

master's instigation
;
whereupon Williams and his son James

took them to a newly-coltered field, bound their legs together,

hitched them to a mule, and dragged them for several hours

over the field, and then left them lifeless ; but one of them re-

vived and wandered off two or three miles, Avhen he was found,

so bruised and mangled as to render his recovery doubtful ; and

the other had not been found, and was supposed to be dead.

The people Avere much excited, being convinced of the ineffi-

ciency of the law to reach the family, as, within the last ten

yeai*3 they had been prosecuted, without effect, for every crime

and misdemeanor, from murder to hog-stealing. From another

source, we learn that, on the 18th of August, Williams was

taken from the jail by a mob, carried seven miles, and hung

;

his two sons, John and Jajies, guilty of numerous crimes,

escaped death by absconding
;
and, about the same time, four

other men, supposed to be connected with Williajus and his

villanies, were severely punished and ordered to leave the

county. Thus, even in this instance of exception to the gene-

ral impunity of cruelty to Slaves, we have a plain confession of

"the inefficiency of the law" to punish it; and, at best, a sub-
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stitution of barbarian justice, foi- the cabn authority of regulated

right which civilized society administers.

We add some exhibitions of this Slave-State barbarism, en-

gaged in its more frequent and familiar work of making black

men victims either of blind, utterly wrong-doing vengeance, or

of a lawless administration of the penalties of civilized justice,

often with a tierce and terrible aggra"ation of its severity, A
correspondent of the Galveston (Tex.) JVeios, writes from Grand
Cane, May 2, 1859, that, on the 24th of April, a Mr. Ropek,

newly come from Alabama to that region, v.'as murdered by his

Slave, as they were returning from a journey, alone together.

The negro had been brought away from his Avife, in Alabama

;

.and, knowing that his master's family wished to return thither,

he thought that if his master, Avho was unwilling to return, was

put out of the way, the family would go back, and he could re-

join his wife. But, on his reaching home without his master,

suspicion was excited ; and some circumstantial evidence being

found against him, he confessed the crime
;
and, on the 30th of

April, Avas burned alive on the spot where it was comnr.tted.

A letter, on the 20th of July, from Marshall, Saline County,

Missouri, to the St. Louis Democrat, states that, some time be-

fore, a negro killed one Hinton, in that county, for which

crime he was convicted, and sentenced to be hung. While on

his way to prison he was taken from the sheriff by a mob,

who then went to the jail and took out two other negroes, one

imprisonpfl for an attempt to kill a white man, the other for an

outrage on a young white Avoman. Proceeding to the outskirts

of the toAvn, they chained the murderer to a stake, piled dry

wood around him, and set it on fire. His frantic shrieks and

appeals for mercy and for death were to no jiurpose. Flesh and

bones alike Avere burned into a poAvder. The other negroes

were then hung.

The Independent Monitor says, that on the night of July 23,

a Slave, belonging to a citizen of Tarrant, Hopkins County,

Texas, attempted to commit an outroge on a Mrs. Morrel, of

that place, and foiling, through her resolute resistance, he choked

and beat her till he thought her dead. He Avas arrested and

imprisoned. On the 27th, the citizens broke into the jail and

took him out, conveyed him to the suburbs of the towr-. lind

hung him. A correspondent of the Ravenna (0.) Democrat,
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smting on the loth of August, copies from a letter just received

from Xashvillc, Tennessee, \rlint the letter-writer calls " a little

incident, of many in the nistory of Slavery." He says that near

his room, a day or two befoi'e, a master took offence at some

slight misdemeanor of one of his Slaves, for which he had him

scourged, with nine cowhide lashes bound togethei;, until the

poor man's back was completely lacerated; then pepper Avas

sprinkled on it and the lash again applied; and lastly, two

gallons of water were forced down him, soon after which he

died. " The people here," he adds, " are very indignant, but,

after all, it will be passed over and forgotten. The master is

very wealthy, and the victim is only a black man and a Slave !

"

A. D. RicHARDsox writes from Cincinnati (0.) to the New-

York Tribune, that, on the 18th of August last, he saw a negro

hung by a mob, in Springfield, Missouri, for an outrage on the

person of a lady living near that city. In McLean County,

Kentucky, sometime last fiill, a Slave, sold by his master to

another man, objected to the transfer, when he was put in

charge of a Mr. Culver, to be taken to the county seat for

sate keeping. He resisted, drew a knife, and killed Mr. Culver.

He was arrested, but a mob immediately gathered, took him by

force from the officers, and hung him on a tree. Some time in

the former half of March, as Ave learn from the Montgomery

(Ala.) Mail, one Alfred Jones was murdered by two of his

Slaves, to avenge a whipping he had given one of them, a few

days before. They afterward confessed the crime, and the 3Iail

says, "we understand they will be burned to death on Fri(1ay,

the 16th inst." The Vicksburg (Miss.) Sioi, of Saturday, March

31, says that a negro man belonging to Mr. Woodfolk, on

Deer Creek, was recently burned at the stake for the murder of

a negro Avoman. All the negroes on that and the adjoining

plantations Avitnessed the burning. " His fate was decreed by a

council of highly respectuhle gentlemen^

Free Colored People.

Our last Report, it Avill be remembered, mentioned tliat a

Convention for the Eastern Shore of Maryland, a year ago last

fall, had called a State Convention, to devise some plan for the

regulation of the negro population; and had suggested that the
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State should give tlie free colored people their choice, to leave

the State or he enslaved. The Convention met at Baltimore,

on the 8th of June last, and sat two days. Its results wei-e so

unlike what had heen purposed and expected by its callei-s, and

probably by a majority of its members before they met, that the

New-York Tribune compared it, not inaptly, to the prophet

Balaam, who came to curse, and Avas constrained, against his

will, to bless. In the words of the National Era, it " unani-

mously adopted resolutions condemning, as ijnpolitic and im-

practicable, the object which called it together," Instead of

recommending, as suggested by the Eastern-Shore Convention,

at whose call it met, the exile or enslavement of tlie free colored

people, it declared that such a measure Avould be seriously inju-

rious to the State, as well as oppressive to the blacks. Some
frank admissions, too, v/ell worth remembering, as to the general

character of tlie free blacks, and what it is which makes their

presence dangerous to Slavery, were made, by the extreme Pro-

Slavery members. The same men also bore encouraging testi-

mony to the extent of Anti-Slavery feeling in the State. The
more fanatical among them did not yield witliout a struggle—
though, overborne by the pressure of outside public sentiment,

they had to yield at last— the purpose for whicli they had

come together. But both the nature of the propositions finally

adopted, and the reasons urged in their support, show plainly

that it was outside constraint, more than its own humanity or

conscience, Avhicli held back the Convention from the wicked

cruelty and folly purposed by its callers.

Col. Jacobs, who had figured largely in the Eastern-Shore

Convention, was little less conspicuous in this; being in both

the leading champion of the harshest policy against the colored

peooie, while, like so many otliers of his class, he claimed to be

preeminently their friend. Dissenting from the mnjority of the

committee for preparing business, he made a separate report,

proposing resolutions Avhich declare " tlie free negro population

positively injurious to the best interests of the State;" asking

the Legislature, " at its next session, to terminate free-negroism,

in Maryland, at an early day, and on the most advantageous

terms to our white population ;

" suggesting a laAv allowing free

negroes to enslave themselves, and requiring that if they neither

do this nor leave the State, " they and their posterity be sc>ld as



208 r.EPORT.

Slaves for life," but permitting " discrimination in the case of

meritorious and aged free negroes
;
" and recommending such

provision, as to price and mode of payment, " as to enable citi-

zens of limited means to become the owers of such " new-made
" Slaves ;

" also, that " one or more Slaves, belonging to any one

person, be exempt from execution." To give Aveight to his

arguments in favor of these resolutions, Col. Jacobs announced

himself as a member of the Methodist Cliurch, of twenty-six

years standing, and affirmed that if on ? gentleman on that floor,

or within the limits of Maryland, could clfiim to be the negroes'

friend, he had a right to that appellation. Alluding to a pas-

sage in the Christian Advocate and Journal^ in which occurs

the phrase "their colored brethren," he proved his boasted

friendship by scornfully exclaiming, " does the editor mean that

all free negroes are our brethren ? We think the Methodists of

Maryland will hardly submit to this degradation."

Another colonel, Sotiioron, of St. Mary's County, Avas for a

law to prevent emancipation, and for the gradual abolition of

" free-negroism ;
" and proposed a resolution appointing a com-

mittee to memorialize the Legislature for laws to attain " these

desirable objects." Mr. Marcus Duval, of Prince George's

County, tenderly conscientious and considei-ate of the rights

and intei-ests of " sister States," presented resolutions eulogistic

of the condition of the Slaves, and pronouncing the free negroes

of the State a nuisance, but declaring that "it would not be

equitable and just to drive them into any of our sister States;"

and therefore recommending— so as to do nothing which is not

equitable and just!— the choice of men to the Legislature who
will enact a law for selling, to the highest bidder, every free

negro forty-five yeai's old and under, and dividing the price be-

tween the State and the county where the sale is made. "A
majority of the speakers," says the National Era, "showed

strong ^;ympathy with these ultra resolutions of Messrs. Jacobs,

SoTHORON, and Duval. But the men of sense and sagacity,

who can ' discern the signs of the times,' though not didering

aVstractly from them, saAV the folly of attempting to force them

uoon the people of Maryland." So the resolutions, "cold and

l;:.artless, but discreet," reported by the majority of the com-

mittee, were adopted;"— "bad enough," the Era says, "but

not so bad as they might have been." They "reject the idea of
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extirpating or selling the free negroes, not because such meas-

ures are wrong, or revolting to the moral sense of honest men
and Christians, but because it would be 'inexpedient, and un-

called for by any public exigency which could justify it.' " They
treat the increase of free negroes as an evil, and recommend

such legislation " as will either prohibit emancipation altogether,

or compel the jjrompt removal from the State of those emanci-

pated."

The preamble to the resolutions, while it speaks of " the exist-

ence of so large a number of free blacks in the midst of a Slave-

holding State," as being " of itself an evil, and the greater that

a portion of them are idle, vicious, and unproductive," admits

that " this is not the case with the majority of them, and their

removal would be a far greater evil than all the people of Mary-

land ever suffered from them. * * * * It is unquestionable that

quite a large portion of our soil could not be tilled without tlieir

aid. ****** Their removal would deduct nearly fifty per

cent from the household and agricultural labor furnished by

people of this color, and indispensable to the people of the State

;

would produce great discomfort and inconvenience to the great

body of householders ; wc aid break up the business and destroy

the property of large numbers of land-owners and land-renters;

would be harsh and oppressive to those jjeople themselves;

would violate public sentiment
; ^
and would probably lead to

other evils. Such a measure could not receive the legislative

sanction, and would not be tolerated by the gi-eat body of the

people of Maryland, even with that sanction." As the census

of 1850 showed the free blacks to be then about forty-five per

cent of all the "people of this color" in Maryland, and it is,

therefore, probable that they do not exceed " nearly fifty per

cent" now, we have here the testimony of a convention of

Slave-holders, unfriendly to them in spirit and purpose, that, for

labor, they are worth at least as much as Slaves, in proportion

to their numbers ; and thus the falsehood is refuted, that eman-

cipation would be fatal to the industrial interests of the Slave

States.

In the debate. Judge Masox, who agreed in views with Col.

SoTHOROsr, and held that the removal of the free negroes would

not be oppressive, said that " if things went on as at present,

the State would glide iuto a free condition within the next

18
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quarter of a century. The gentleman from Calvert surely did

not know what a feeling of Anti-Slavery existed in the State.

Let him take the stump for Anti-Slavery, and he would have

thousands flocking to his standard. It was not the vagabond

who made Slavery sit uncomfortably on the Slave, but the

thrift^/, who are seen hy the Slaves, make the dissatisfaction."

The judge certainly spoke sound common sense in that remark,

and, in connection with it, his anxiety to get the free negroes

out of the State, for the security of Slavery, is a somewhat

emphatic testimony in favor of their general character. Mr.

DoRSEY, of Harford County, thought " the proposition to make

Slaves of the free Avas monstrous, and worse than the African

Slave-trade." Mr. Johnsox said "it was impossible to keep

Slaves in the northern counties of the State. The negroes

would not do forced labor Avhile Pennsylvania was within ten

miles of them. The people of those counties could not keep

negro property, and would not, while a negro is worth fourteen

hundred dollars in New Orleans. He opposed the return of

free negroes to Slavery as impracticable
;

for, while he did not

think such a thing monstrous, he could not get the people of

the State to think as he did. ****** The negro, in his

opinion, never arrived at the age of discretion, and he should,

by proper laws, be kept in surveillance. The principle should

bvj well enunciated, but the action should be temperate." Mr,

SoLLERS, of Calvert County, " was satisfied that no free negro

in the State would willingly go into Slavery, and then what a

social and political shock woidd the withdrawal of 90,000 labor-

ers produce. ****** It would offend public sentiment.

This was a Slave-holders' Convention, by whatever name it

might be called ; and the adoption of such a proposition would

shock the moral and Ciiristitni sense, and damn forever those

who adopted it." Senator James A. Pearce urged, against

the policy of the ultraists, that, if they should drive out the

80,000 free negroes, their place Avould bo supplied Avith " 80,000

Germans and Irish, to be added to the Free-soil interest even

Tiow threatening to manifest itself;" and, further, that such an

act would not only revolt tlie moral sense of Maryland and the

North, but would arouse the opposition of the small formers,

who, unable to buy Slaves, employ free blacks to till their land;

and of the citizens of Baltimore and other towns, who look to
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the same class for clomestic servants. These would be forced

into the Free-soil ranks, and would demand emancipation, and

it would be "vain to resist a demand enforced by the real and

fimcied material welfare of the whole body of the people y:ho

are not Slave-liolders." Such was the reasoning which proved

efficacious to secure, at last, the unanimous adoption of the

more moderate policy. The Richmond (Va.) Argus saw, in

this result, an evil omen to the patriarchal system, so far, at

least, as the Maryland Slave-holders are concerned. " It is easy

to see," says the Argus, " that the tendency of their policy will

be to wipe out Slavery from among them, at a comparatively

early day. We sliall soon cease to regard Maryland as a Slave

State, practically. Politically, she has been dead to the South

for a long time past."

But notwithstanding the prevalence of comparatively mod-

erate counsels in the Slave-holders' Convention, an attempt was

made at the session of the Legislature, last winter, to procure

an act for the enslavement or expulsion of the free blacks. Pe-

titions for such an act were presented, and the measure found

support enough to alarm the colored people, and call out from

them a memorial in opposition to it, in which they say that the

enactment of laws such as are noAV proposed, would infallibly

lead to an agitation wJiich could do no possible good to any in-

terest or portion of the State. Already a wide-spread alarm

has been excited in the minds not only of the colored people,

but of a large portion of the white population." The better

portion of the press, likewise, opposed it; the Baltimore Patriot

denouncing it "with scorn and indignation," and the Baltimore

American warning its abettors thai; "they will arouse a feeling

of indignation throughout the State, which, at present, they seem

not to realize. The very interest which is designed to be pro-

tected M'^ill sustain the severest injury." Finally, bills were

passed, which, like the action of the convention, tempered ini-

quity with prudence, aiming to oppress the weak discreetly.

One act prohibits further manumissions unless with removal

from the State; and permits free negroes to renounce their

freedom. Another appoints a board of commissioners to con-

trol the free blacks in eleven counties named; those, probably,

in which they are thought most dangerous to Slavery
;
requires

the free blacks to provide homes for themselves, and, if unable
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to support themselves, that they shall be hired out, and all their

children shall be hired out till of age. The act is, however, to

be submitted to the people at the next presidential election.

Meanwhile the colored people are given to understand that the

oppressive legislation, already in existence against them, is not

to slumber unused on the statute book. John Scott, a free

colored man of Cecil County, about twenty years of age, was
sold at public sale, on Monday, Januaiy 2, as a Slave for life, in

default of payment of a fine and costs of sait and of several

months' imprisonment, imposed upon him by the Circuit Court,

at the preceding April tenn, for going out of the State and re-

turning thereto " contrary to law."

In North Carolina an act has been passed, compelling the

free colored people to choose between Slavery and exile. The
Detroit (Mich.) Free Press states that twenty-nine negroes

crossed t^ie river from Detroit to Canada-, about the end of

March, being "the first instalment of the northern emigration

from North Carolina," in consequence of the late enactment.

In Georgia, the Legislature, at its last session, enacted that free

negroes, wandering about or leading an idle, immoral, or profli-

gate life, may be indicted as vagrants, and, on conviction, shall

be sold into Slavery for any given time, in the discretion of a

judge of the Superior Court, not exceeding two years for the

first oflTencej but upon conviction of a second offence they

must be sold into perpetual Slavery. A bill to enslave or ban-

ish the free negroes, passed both houses of the Florida Legisla-

ture, at its last session, but failed to become a law for want of

the governor's signature. Attempts are making to procure, in

Alabama, the same kind of legislation ; and although we have

not heard, as yet, of their success, there is little reason to doubt

that, if it has not been already, it will, ere long, be achieved.

The Montgomery Mail^ about the first of last November, said,

" we are daily receiving encouragement, personally and by let-

ter, in our attempts to direct public attention, and especially

that of our Legislature, to the necessity of removing the free

negro population of Alabama from its borders. The sentiment

Is universal, that the 1st of January, 1862, must find no single

free negro within the limits of j^ labama ; their anomalous con-

dition is an eye-sore to the Slaves and an annoyance to the

whiiv population." On the 7th of December, the House of
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Rqivesentatives of Mississippi, by 75 to 5, passer? a biH which

provides that the free negroes of that State shall leave it on

or before the 1st of July, 1860, or shall be sold into Slavery,

vath a right of choice of masters, at a price assessed by three

disinterested Slave-holders, the proceeds to go into the treas-

ury of the county in which the provisions of the bill may re-

' quire to be executed. The bill was subsequently defeated in

the Senate.

In the 3fississippia?i, of June 24, is a summary of a deci-

sion which has just been given by the High Court of Errors and

Appeals, as to the right of a free negro, of another State, to take

projjerty by will, in Mississippi. Francis Hall, of Harrison

County, gave certain articles of personal property, by will, to a

free colored woman, v>^hom he had brought from Louisiana, and

who had lived in his house. This property, it seems, his other

heirs wished to steal from her in a safe way ; so they api^i-^d to

the judicial tribunals of the State for help in doing it, and were

successful. The High Court of Appeals decided that, by the

laws of Mississij)]'';. - free negroes are denied political equality

or association with the white race ; alien free negroes [i. e., all

who Avere not born in the State,] are prohibited from coming

into the State, and, on ten daj's' notice, if they do not leave it,

may be taken by the board of county police and be sold to

Slavery for life ; it is the policy of the State to interdict all

intercourse, commerce, or comity Avith this race, and to enforce

the strictest doctrines of the ancient law applicable to alien

enemies against th^m, except as to life or limb or personal pro-

tection; in the absence of laws confirming such rights, the

African can neither take nor hold property in this State, by

deed or devise, by descent or purchase, exceist those free per-

sons of color who may reside here by permission ; the free

negro, even after manumission here, is only in the position of

an alien friend, or enemy permitted here. Free negroes, who
are here in violation of our laws and policy, are to be regarded

as alien enemies, or strangers jirohibited, incapable of acquiring

or maintaining rights of prope rty in the State, which will be

recognized by its courts; consequently a bequest to a free

woman of color, an inhabitant or resident or citizen of another

State, not permitted to reside here by our laws, is void in this

State."

18*



214 REPORT,

On the Isfc of Septembei', went into effect the acts of Louis-

iana, passed the spring before, by one of which all free persons

of color, arriving in port from abroad, must immediately be

lodged in jail, and remain there until the departure of the boat

or vessel on which they came ;
" and by another, any free per-

son of color [not a native of the State, though he may have

been no matter how long an inhabitant of it], failing to leave

the State on five days' no|,ice, shall be imprisoned, at hard labor,

in the penitentiary, not less than three nor more than twelve

months, and afterward shall have ten days to leave the State

;

and, if he returns, shall be imprisoned five years, at hard labor,

in the penitentiary. Another act, taking effect at the same

time, provides that any free colored person, over twenty-one

years old, residing in the State, may choose a master and be-

come a Slave for life, aT?.d shall not be sold for debts contracted

by the master before his enslavement. The New-Orleans

Crescent^ of September 1, says " there is hi£;h excitement among
that branch of the free c(»lored population who cannot boast of

Louisiana birth, and tretiidation among many of them who can."

No wonder. The Crescent also states that "two bright and

intelligent free colored men, who do a good business (both

steamboat cooks, one making one hundred dollars and the other

seventy-five dollars per month), formally filed their petitions in

the First District Court, to become the Slaves for life of a well-

known gentleman of this city, he having consented to accept

them. ***** From what we hear at present, a great many
free negroes, not born in this State, will pick out their masters

and become Slaves sooner than leave the population and the

climate which pleases them so well." Such is the careless tone

in which the Crescent speaks of the atrocious wickedness and

cruelty of forcing men guilty of uo wrong, not even likely to

become a public charge, but amply able to provide for their own
wants, into a choice between enslavement and expulsion from

their business and their homes, and from a land they love so

well that exile from it is to them more bitter even than Slaverv.

Well may the New-York Tribune say, " compared to this, the

Mortara outrage, which so shocked the civilized world, sinks

into insignificance. And yet so debased have the moral sense

and the political instincts of the American people become by

the long-continued domination of the Slave-holding aristocracy.
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that crimes whicli will ring forever through history, and stains

that will never be effaced from our national fame, are regarded

with complacency by a large part of our population ; and by the

rest, with few exceptions, are pa>'3ed over with apathy, or at

most with a smile or a sneer."

Early in the last session of the Legislature of Tennessee, a

bill passed the first reading, which imposes a fine of ^bOO on

the president of any railroad, and $250 on the conductor, Avho

shall permit a free negro to travel on such road, unless under

the control and care of a free Avhite citizen of Tennessee, who
vouches for the character of said free negro in a penal bond of

$1,000 ! A bill was also introduced, to banish or enslave the

free negroeSj but we find no mention of its passage. Its intro-

duction led to much discussion, and called out some emphatic

words of condemnation from high quarters. The Nashville

Gazette attests that it was " declared imconstitutional by emi-

nent lawyers." One lawyer, no less eminent than Judge Ca-

tron, of the United States Supreme Court, published a letter

in the Nashville Union^ in which he says that the free coloi-ed

people " all have a vested right to freedom by the judgments

and decrees of courts. Under our Constitution of 1796, the

free colored men voted at the polls. That the old Constitution

extended to them, and protected their rights to a certain

extent, is free from doubt. ****** The bill proposes to

commit an outrage, to perpetrate an oppression and cruelty, and

it is idle to mince words to soften the fact. ****** This

people who were born free and lived as free persons, *****
will preach rebellion everywhere that they may be driven to by
this unjust law, whether it be amongst us hej-e in Tennessee or

south of us on the cotton and sugar plantations, or in the Aboli-

tion meetings in the Free States. Nor will the women be the

least effective in preaching a crusade, when begging money in

the North, to relieve their children, left behind in this State, in

bondage. We are told it is a popular measure. Where is it

popular? In what nook or corner of the State are the princi-

ples of humanity so deplorably deficient that a majority of the

whole inhabitants would commit an outrage not committed in a

Christian country of which history gives any account ? * * * *

Numbers of the people sought to be enslaved or driven out are

members of our various churches, and in full communion. That
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these great bodies of Christian men and women will quietly

stand by and see their humble co-workers sold on the block to

the negro-trader is not to be expected ; nor will any set of men
be supported, morally or politically, who are the authors of such

a law. Xor is this half the truth. Take all the Free States,

and how will the matter stand 9 ***** * What northern

man, that has manhood in him, will not exclaim, ' I abhor such

a law!' It cannot be otherwise than odious to the North.
****** J j^^y fair-minded man to say whether

this law, if it is passed, will not go far to crush out our friends

in the North, and yet more strongly mark the blacJc sectional

line between the Free and the Slave States ? " On the other

.hand, the Hon. M. Caruthers, in an elaborate opinion, pub-

lished in the Nashville papers, reaches the conclusion " that the

act of emancipating a Slave only confers upon him the capacity

of acting as a freeman, subject, as the same capacity in a white

man is, to all curtailments of his liberty that may not be forbid-

den by some specific guaranty of the Constitution ; that he is

not a freeman in the sense of the declaration of rights, and

therefore may be exiled." But the Nashville Banner says that

" since the subject has been generally discussed, the proposition

has been rapidly losing strength. The action of the Senate of

Mississippi, in defeating the bill, has not been without its influ-

ence. We trast the Senate of Tennessee will do itself the

honor to stand side by side with that body on this question."

In the Legislature of Kentucky a bill of the same character

was proposed, but the Judiciary Committee of the Senate, to

whom it was referred, reported that any attempt to remove the

negroes who were free when the present Constitution Avas

adopted would be an interference with vested rights, and clearly

xmconstitutional. The Constitution itself provides for the re-

moval of all who may hereafter become free. The law of

Arkansas, to drive out or enslave the free colored people of

that State, the enactment of which was mentioned in our last

Report, went into eftect on the 1st of January last. The Cin-

cinnati Gazette^ of January 4, says that "as the time of proba-

tion has now expired, while some individuals have preferred

servitude, the great body of the free colored people of Arkansas

are «n their way northward. We learn that the upward-bound

boats a,re crowded with them, and that Seymour, Indiana, on
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the line of the Ohio and Mississippi raih-oad, affords a tempo-

rary home for many others. A paily of forty, mostly worneu

and children [whose husbands and fathers, being Slaves, Avere

left behind], ai-rived in this city last evening." The colored

people of the city gave them a formal reception, and assured

them, through the chairman of a committee which met them at

the railroad, that they were welcome to Ohio, and that by

sobriety, industry, and exemplary habits they Avould win friends

and a good livelihood. " They report that hundreds of the free

colored men of Arkansas have left for Kansas, and hundreds

more are about to follow.'" A letter to the Boston Journal^ last

fall, from Fort Smith, Arkansas, says that " the greater part of

the free negroes " in that place " are industrious and frugal, and

some have acquired considerable property. In a few instances

they were emancipated, but they have generally purchased their

own freedom. One woman, while paying her master ten dollars

a month for her time, iu five years earned enough besides to

buy herself, for 11,000, and shortly after bought her husband

(who was old and in poor health) for $500 ; since which time

they have been doing well pecuniarily, though they do belong

to the poor creatures who ' cannot take care of themselves.'

"

And such are the persons whom Arkansas deliberately robs of

their hard-earned freedom or their homes ! If picking pockets

is not far more honest, and highway robbery far more honora-

ble, than this compound of loathsome meaimess and atrocious

wickedness, then we have yet to learn the rudiments of decency

and morals.

On the 7th of March, the Senate of Missouri passed a

bill, which had already passed the House, providing that no

Slave shall be emancipated unless the master gives a bond to

remove him from the State within ninety days ; that all free

colored persons over eighteen yeart, of age, who shall be living

in the State after the first Monday in September, 1860, shall be

enslaved ; all under eighteen, shall be bound out until twenty-

one, then have a year to leave the State, or, after that, to be

sold into Slavery ; and all shall be enslaved who come into the

State, after September, 1861, and stay in it twenty-four hours.

The governor refused his ardent on the ground that the bill

was unconstitutional, in that it proposed to " deprive persons of

liberty without due process of law ;
" and that it would produce
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a Strong veaction against Slavery ; as well as for othcf reasons.

An attempt to pass it over liis veto foiled for want of a suffi-

ciently large majority, though in the House it was sustained by
53 to 30. Four negroes were fined and committed to jail in

St. Louis, in January last, for being in the State without a

license, and only escaped the additional infliction of ten lashes

upon each, by the casting vote of the president of the Boai'd of

County Commissioners.

Nor is this shameful perseciition of the free colored people

confined to the Slave States. Last winter, in Detroit, a colored

preacher was fined fifty dollars and imprisoned ninety days, the

penalty aAvarded by the law of Michigan for " negro preacli-

ing;" and the Detroit Free JPress says the authorities are

determined to prosecute every violation of this law. It is also

said that certain " Democrats," in Indiana, threaten to enforce

the " black law " of that State upon the well-known Anthojjy
Burns, if he accepts a call, which he has received, to the

pastorate of a colored Baptist Church in Indianapolis. The
Chicago Congregational Herald tells us that at Carrollton,

Greene County, Illinois, one George BowLisr was lately sold

at auction, for sixteen months, in payment of a fine of sixty-

three dollars, imposed upon him for being in the State in viola-

tion of t he la\v" acrainst the immiscration of negroes. The Herald

says, " here is a law which would disgrace a country of barba-

rians. And yet we see nothing even in our Republican papers

indicating that tlie party intend to do anything against that

law. We observe nowhere any discussion looking towards its

repeal. The Herald has, in various ways, for months, endeav-

ored to firouse public sentiment against the inhuman statute,

but we find little or no response, where we had a right to look

for it, in the Republican papers." In Pennsylvania have been

found some men at once so foolish and so base as to petition

the Legislature of the State, at its last session, for measures to

prevent the immigration of colored people ; and they declare

that if the Legislature has not power to prevent such immi-

gration, " we would prefer a Slave code." In Minnesota,

resolutions having the same purpose were brought into the

Legislature, on the 9th of January, but were voted down by
the Rejiublicans.

The New-York Tribune, a few weeks ago, told of an instance
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of oppression at once mean and cruel, occurring in tlie District

over Avhich the nation, by its Congress, lias the power " to exer-

cise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever." About the

first of last December, two colored citizens of Philadelphia, who
had been serving on a government vessel, in the expedition to

Paraguay, were landed at the Navy Yard, in Washington, and

honorably dis':'harged. On going to the railroad station, to take

cars for Philadelphia, they found that, by a regulation of the

road, no colored person could obtain a ticket, till he had filed a

bond to indemnify the railroad company against loss in case of

his being claimed as a Slave. Knowing nobody in "Washing-

ton, they could, of course, procure no sureties for such a bond,

and therefore had to give up going home, till they could find

some other way to go. Meanwhile they found employment in

the city in which the government had set them doAvn. There

they had been tw^o months or more, as servants in a hotel, when
they were arrested under a city ordinance of which they had,

before, no means of knowing, whereby all persons of their color

are required, on coming into Washington, to have their names

registered and pay fifty dollars, or else be subject to a fine of

ten dollars for every five days of their stay. The government,

which brought and left them there when they would gladly

have been somewhere else, had told them nothing of tliis
;
they

had no fifty dollars to pay for the registration of their names

;

and wc may easily guess wh'^c would have been their fate, had

not their case come, fortr lately, to the knowledge of two kind-

hearted northern congressmen, who boarded at the hotel where

they had been employed. Mr. Potter, of Wisconsin, and Mr.

CovoDE, of Pennsylvania, applied, on their behalf, to the mayor

of the city, who admitted that their case was hard, and suggest-

ed, as the only Avay to save them from the heavy penalties they

had unwittingly incurred, that Messrs. Potter and Covode
should claim exemption for tLem from the ordinance, as

servants of those gentlemen. The hint was acted on. The
gentlemen went back to the hotel, engaged the young men as

their servants, and sent notes to the mayor claiming them as

such, whereupon they were discharged. To such devices it is

needful to resort, to save free citizens of this I'epublic ii*oni

certain robbery and more than probable enslavement, in the

aationls. capital. "Tliis oppressiive raiiroad regulation, :iiid
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these infamous ordinances," the Tribune says, " exist hy tlie

special peiinission— nay more, by virtue of the positive enact-

ments— of Congress. ***** If the denizens of the District

demand that this despicable diabolism shall continue in force,

then let the capital be removed to some commimity where

civilization and Christianity are not contraband commodities."

The same mean, wicked spirit which appears in this " despi-

cable diabolism," likewise controls the action of the nation's

representatives abroad. Miss Sarah P. Remond— whose

sojourn in Great Britain, and deservedly cordial reception there,

we spoke last year— wishing to visit France, went to the office

of the American Embassy, in London, about the first of last

December, to get the necessary vise on her passport. It was

refused by the official underling of Mr. Dallas, upon the

ground that colored persons are not citizens of the United

States ; and her remonstrances were answered with a threat of

forcible removal from the office. A few days after, s!ie applied,

in writing, to the minister himself, respectfully insisting on her

right to have her passport viseed by the minister of her country

;

but only got a diplomatic note from his assistant secretary,

affirming a " manifest impossibility by law " that, in her case,

" the indispensable qualification for an American passport, that

of 'United-States citizenship,' should exist," and telling her

that " a just sense of his official obligations, under instructions

received from his government as long ago as the 8th of July^

1856" [nearly a year before Judge Taney's dictum against

colored citizenship, it will be seen], conotrained him to refuse

compliance with her demand. The Edinburgh Scottish Press

thus comments upon this refusal. "Every day brings fresh

evidence how indelible and foul is the stain of American

Slavery. The antipathy to color is so deep-seated that even in

free England it denies the ordinary courtesies of civilized life to

ladies whom Heisirt Brougham was proud to recognize, and

who are deemed no unworthy associates of the elite of our

female nobility." Miss Remond subsequently obtained a pass-

port from the British Foreign Secretary, who had not learned

that a shade on the complexion is a forfeiture of human rights.

Frederic Douglass, purposing a visit to France, and having

met a like refusal, obtained a passport from the French Consul,

at Newcastle. A letter to the Liberator^ on the 16th of
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December, from F. W. Chesson', of London, states that soon

after Miss Remon'd's repulse, an American gentleman, anxious

to save liis country from disgrace, as well as to be of service to

persons who had claims upon his sympathy and assistance,

called at the Embassy to get a passport for a lady and gentle-

man of color wishing to travel on the continent. He assured

the secretary that they were American citi^^ens, but the vigilant

official was not satisfied with tl»at. He must know, also, their

complexion. Of course, when that was known, the passport

was refused. The applicant then asked the secretary to

write to the French Consul General, requesting him to grant

the pass])ort. The secretary pronased to consider this sug-

gestion, but never acted on it; so, at last, the gentleman

himself applied to the French Consul, "who, when the circum-

stances were explained, most cheerfully granted a passjjort, and

said, moreover, that he had v'ritten or should write to his own
government, asking for power to deal with this special class ot

cases. Thus, from French Imperialism the coloi'ed man obtains

those rights which are insultiiigly denied to him by Republican

America." So stands the American government before the

world, to-tlay. Fifty-four years ago, it had a minister plenipo-

tentiaiy at the British Court— elected president a few years

later— who gave a passport to a Slave, describing him as " a

citizen of the United States." The "citizen" was Essex

White, a Slave of Randolph, of Roanoke ; the minister was

James Monroe. Whether he acted " under instructions from

his government," of which one Thomas Jefferson was then

the head, is not pai'ticularly mentioned. But what instructions

would have been given, if it had been thought needful to give

any, can hardly be considered doubtful ; for Taney, from the

seat— " a world too Avide for his shrunk " soul— then filled by

Marshall, h*ad not yet taught that in our country's political

vocabulary " all men " means only " white men." This is a pro-

gressive age.

The politicians, exercised by the perplexing problem which

arises from the nation's prejudice against the race it wrongs,

and its unwillingness to do the simple rights are seeking a solu-

tion in some plan for the removal, not of the wrong, unchristian,

anti-democratic feeling, but of its hapless victims. Last Aviuter,

19
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Mr. DooLiTTLE, of Wisconsin, offered in the Senate a pream-

ble and resolution which, after alluding with most philosophic

coolness to the disabilities of free colored persons at the North,

and the, outrageous wrongs they suffer or are threatened with

at the South, proposes that the Committee on Foreign Rela-

tions inquire into the expediency of acquiring, by treaty, in

Yucatan, Central or South America, the rights of settlement

and citizenship for the benefit of sucli pei'sons of color of Afri-

can descent as may voluntarily desire to emigrate from the

United States, and form themselves into colonies, under the

laws of the States to which they emigi'ate ; the United States

to have free trade with them, and, in return, to secure the

necessary engagements to maintain them in the enjoyment of

the rights acquired by such treaty. Mr. Blair, of Missouri,

brought a similar proijosition before the House. The Chicago

Tribune says, " two undeniable facts establish the wisdom and

feasibility of the scheme— the prime necessity of getting rid of

the major portion, if not the whole, of our Slave population, and

the adaptedness of Central and South America, in soil and cli-

mate, to the colored race, and these races only."

We do not clearly see this "prime necessity," and we suspect

that the Slave-holders will be found as dull of vision as our-

selves. Mr. Doolittle's proposition, and iiis argument in favor

of it, as " the only wise and practical solution of the Slave ques-

tion," were received, by senators from the Slave States, with

the haughtiest disdain. Mr. Hammond, of South Carolina, said

that "gentlemen on the other si«le need not trouble themselves

with the solution of the Slavery question, for it was already

solved. Slavery was always to stand as it now stood, and was

to advance with the destinies of the South. It was a matter of

indifference what people north thought of the subject." Mr.

3Iasox, of Virginia, could not conceive a greater curse to the

white man or to the free negro than to send the latter to the

tropics." Tin the Slave-holders are willing to emancipate their

Slaves, this scheme of "getting rid of the major portion " of

that "population" can hardly be called "f-asible;" and when

they are, tlie -Slaves will choose to stay at home and enjoy their

freedom, instead of "voluntarily emigrating" to imlcnown

regions; Avhile with the masters it would seem more likely ^that

"the prime necessity" will be to keep theni where they are, as
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free, hii-ed laborers. Witness the recent testimony of Maryland,

one of the States most likely, among all the Slave States, to be

able to dispense with the paid labor of emancipated Slaves.

Yet she has just been showing us, in spite of herself, as it were.,

that she is conscious of her pressing need of her free colored

laborers. Can the Gulf States more readily dispense with

theirs, when Slavery shall have been abolished there ? As to

that portion of the colored people who are alreadj'^ free, we
think no candid and intelligent observer ^vi\l deny that they

are very nearly of one heart and mind, against all schemes

which aim to lure or drive them from their native land, no

matter under what pretence of kind regard for them, or "prime

necessity," on the part of those Avho have wronged them, to

"ge( rid of them." Moreover, we believe that they are making

stronger, every day their hold upon this country, by their im-

provement, intellectual and moral, as well as in regard to their

matet-ial well-being, wherever anything approaching a fair

chance is given them. They have already shown, to the con-

viction of many a former doubter, that, Avith fair play, they can

take care of themselves, and of the slanders which have been

so freely spread againsi; them by ignorance and prejudice. And
an approach to a fair chance has been achieved for them in a

large portion of the northern States, partly by what themselves

have done, and partly by the persistent labors of the Abolition-

ists, to a degree which, though it comes far short of what is to

be desired, yet gives abundant encouragement to future efforts.

In a debate in the Senate, a few weeks ago, Mr. Wilson, of

Massachusetts, declared that the free negroes in that State

" were, in intelligence and character, but little bohind the white

people. He believed the free negroes of the Xorth and South

had made marked progress in a few years," And we are not

aware that his statement has been controverted, either in or out

of the Senate. The New-York Tribtme said with truth, almost

a year ago, " whatever diversity of opinion may be entertained

as to the influence the Anti-Slavery movement has exerted on

the condition of the black men of the South, it will hardly be

denied, by any persons acquainted v/ith the facts, that it has

been productive of very positive improvement in that of the

black men of the North."

Among the particulars of this improvement, the Tribune
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spoke of the admission of colored cliildren to equal rigltts in

tlic free schools in most parts of New England, and of the

manifestly good results thereof, especially in Massaohuiictts

;

quoting, with reference to the abolition of casto-schoo'is in

Boston, the testimony of the lioston Courier, "certainly a com-

petent authority on this side of the question." The Courier

says, "We contemplate it with nnmingled satisfaction. We
rejoice tliat colored men are not set apart in our churches from

their white brethren, and that the children of the two races sit

side by side on the same benches." And again :
" The anxiety

of the colored people to have their children educated shows

that they were entirely worthy of the boon bestowed upon

them, of having their children educated at tlie same schools

with the whites." ["The boon bestowed upon them," we may
say in passing, Avas but the bare acknowledgment of their

right.] The Trihime also gave the testimony of Jonx F,

Emkbson", "for quarter of a century the Principal of the Higli

School ofNew Bedford, and standing in the very foremost rank

of bis profession." He says, "My pupils are from all classes of

the community. Many of them from fomilies of the very high-

est respectability. I have had no instance of any difficulty

arising from the admission of colored children. I have noticed

no difference in the aptitude to learn between them and the

whites." " This testimony," the Tribune added, " is capable of

ample confirmation from other sources." It further said, allud-

ing to the pamphlets wdiich the colored people of Rhode Island

had addressed to the Legislature of that State, " they are tem-

perate, well-reasoned, and unanswerable." And of " those who
are struggling for their rights" in this behalf, it said, "they

have showed so much discretion and good sense, as well as

spirit, in their way of laying their wrongs before the Legisla-

ture, that they deserve success. Their documents, though

calculated for the meridian of Rhode Island, will do for this

State, or any other, where the same mischiefs exist."

On the 1st and 2nd of last August, the colored people of

New England held a Convention at the Meionaon, in Boston,

partly to celebrate the anniversary of West-India Emancipa-

tion, partly to deliberate on matters touching their own welfare.

The Boston Journal says, " The business of the Convention was

conducted with promptitude and in a manner creditable to
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those who i»nvticii)ate(T in it. ]Maivv of the speakers sliowcd a

degree of intelligence and of oratorical ability wlucli would

liave reflected credit upon any gathering. The ixn[])rcssion

made upon the white men who wei-e lookers on was f:xvora1)le

to the theory that the African race in tlie United States, if

placed under circumstances more favorable thaii it now enjoys,

or perhaps, owing to the prejudice against color, can hope to

enjoy in tliis countrj'^, is capable of creditably sustaining the

duties and responsibilities which ordinarily devolve upon those

Avho manage the affairs of government." In other words, the

hindrarice to the colored ]>eoplo's elevation here is the white

people's ])rejudice, and not a want of natural capacity in them-

selves. The Avhite man's fault, and not tlieir own intrinsic

Aveakness, now depresses them ; if these " wliite lookers on

"

liave judged aright. To grant so much, and tlien to doubt the

ultimate success of their nr.'nseworthv efforts at self-elevation in

their native country, is to impeach tiie white man's capabilities

in the most important point, and, at least, to question the legiti-

macy of his social standing. For he Avho cannot so far overcome

his own unrighteous }>rejudice as to give to other men their

due, whether of opportunity to use their faculties, or of a just

r'^ward for their exertions, is surely wanting in the best ability,

and is far enough from meriting that social grade which white

men generally claim. The colored man's success, hei'C, among
us of the race wliich has oppressed him, is iieedful to the white

man's lasting reputation, not to say to his best moral training;

and Ave should be ashamed to say that any man must go away
from us, before he can become Avhat God and nature fitted him
to be. Our greater strength should give him stronger help, in-

stead of crushing down his weakness; our ampler means of

culture should better his advantages; the progress Ave have

made beyond him in science, art, and civilization, should render

plainer to his eye and snioother to his feet the road by Avhicli

he folloAVS us. Even if he should never overtake us, it should

be ours to say that he gets on the faster because he tra\'els

Avhere Ave go before him. But Avho has any warrant for saying

that he Avill not overtake us ?

19*
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Congress.

The SlaA^e question has engrossed the attention of Congress

more largely at its pi-esent, than at any former session. No
matter what the subject nominally in hand, whether the choice

of speaker, the homestead bill, the tariff, the organization of

territories, or whatsoever else, Slavery was sure to be the real

matter in debate. Its character, its claims, its probable destiny,

its bearings, moral and political, social and economical, and the

policy to be adopted in regard to it, supplied the staple, wholly

or in part, of almost every speech in either House, and Avholiy

that of all the most important. In the Senate, the Slave-holders

and their allies, having an indisputable ascendency, could,

organize for business promptl}', and in such manner as would

best subserve the interests of Slavery. In accordance Avith the

sense of fairness of our modern chivalry, the chairmanship of

every important committee was given to the South, Even

Douglas was displaced from the chair of the Committee on

r^'ttintories, because Ids heresy of " Popular Sovereignty " may
iiindfir the enactment of a Federal Slave-code for the Territo-

lies. But in the other House the state of parties would not let

things move so quietly and smoothly. For nearly two months

a " conflict," truly " irrepressible," prevented the election of a

speaker, and kept the House unorganized ; while the extreme Pro-

Slavery members spent the greater part of the time in furiously

denouncing Helper's "Impending Crisis," and everybody who
had aided or approved the circulation of it ; in vilifying " Black

Republicans " and Abolitionists ; and in threatening to dissolve

the Union as soon as they should cease to rule it. Indeed the

alarm v/as sounded in advance, by the Pro-Slavery press. Just

before the opening of the session, The ConMitution, President

Buchanan's organ in Washington, announced its "firm belief

that in the impending crisis, a Black Republican victory in the

organization of the House would shake the pillars of the

Union;" and asked if it "would not be justly regarded as a

declai'ation of war against the South, and an invitation to

servile insurrection."

The Republicans, though outnumbering any other party, yet

had not a majority of the whole House, and consequently could
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not choose a speaker without help. But neither could tlie

other ))arties, subdivided as they were, unite on an opjfosing

candidate in strength sufficient to elect him. " Anti-Lecomjiton

Democrats could not he brought to vote w^ith the Administra-

tion Democrats, nor South Americans and Nortli Amei'icans

to coalesce. Some of the first and last named were disposed to

mab-^ the Republican their second choice, seeing the plain im-

possibility of choosing one of th(;ir own sort; but for a long

time they were held back, by the clamor of the Pro-Slavery

ultraists, from doing so in numbers large enough to be eftective.

It chanced that the first nominee of the Republicans, John
SnEKMAV, of Ohio, had sufl:cre(l his name to be afiixed, sojne

time before, with those of sixty or seventy fellow-congressmen

of the same party, to a circular recommending the general cir-

culation of a coinpend of Helper's book. His adversaries

seized upon this fact, and made it an occasion for assailing him

and his supjiorters, with the bitterest virulence, and striving

w itlt their utmost energy to keep from his support such of the

more liberal of the Democrats and Aniericans as were inclined

that way.

On the first day of the session, December 5, after a single

ballot, W'hich resulted in no choice, Mr. Clark, of Missouri,

moved a resolution that the sentiments and doctrines of the

Impeiiding Crisis " are incendiary, and hostile to the domestic

peace and tranquillity of the country, and that no member of

this House who recommended or indorsed it, or the compend,

is fit to be speaker of this House." He was permitted to pro-

ceed with a speech, although Mr. Stea^exs, of Pennsylvania,

urged that only two things wore in ordei till a speaker should

be chosen ;— a motion to proceed to ballot, and a motion to

adjourn. The speech, with frequent interruptions, occupied the

rest of that, and a portion of the next day's sitting, exhibiting

at once the rude and overbearing insolence of a practiced

Slave-driver, and the effrontery in falsehood of a reckless petti-

fogger pleading a cause he knows the truth would ruin. In it

were embodied the circular, and a list of those who signed it,

recommending the circulation of the compend; and on the

work thus recommended was charged the counselling of mur-

dei', treason, and other kindred enormities. Mr. Clark con-

cluded by declaring that "the Union could not exist, if the
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recommendations in the circular wliich he had road were carried

out."

Mr. Gilmer, of North Carolina, offered r.s a substitute for

Clark's resohition. substantially the old Whig and Democratic

declarations against all attempts at a i-cnewal of Slavery agita-

tion. Mr. Burnet, of Kentucky, advocated Clark's resolution,

by adopting which, he said, " they should set their seal of con-

demnation on the men who would instigate treason, m\irder,

arson, and servile insuiTCCtion. He represented a people loyal to

the Union, but ready to go out of it if this warfare was to be

made on their institutions, homes, and families. Ho wished to

see how many northern gentlemen would say, by their votes,

they have no part or lot in the sentiments of Helper's book."

Mr. MiLLSOJT, of Virginia, thought that, "in view of recent

occuri'ences [alluding to Jonx Broavn's enterprise], southern

members should have remained silent in their seats," and "had

a good right to expect that gentlemen from other parts of tlie

country should have come to meet them with extended hands,

and given them the assurance that these events were not types

of northern sentiment and intent. ****** Those who en-

tertained such sentiments as are advanced by Helper Avere

not only unfit to be speiiker, but were unfit to live." Mr.

Lamar, of Mississippi, had seen Mr. Seavard's " eyes light up

with the fires of hell, as he uttered," in the Senate, "aViO]>e that

he might live to see the day Avheu there Avas not a Slave's foot-

print on this continent." He declared it " the unanimous senti-

ment of the South that the existence of the Republican party is

a standing menace to her peace and security, and a standing

insult to her character;" and said, "the South are determined

that the institution of Slavery shall be maintained as an exist-

ing fact in this Confederacy." Mr. Reagan, of Texas, com-

plained of northern sympathy Avith John Broavn, and the

" Avide-spread fanatical spirit of hostility to the South," evinced

in the demonstrations at the North when Broavn Avas executed.

" Whenever the time should come," he said, " that this senti-

ment should be able to control the Government, the failure of

our experiment of self-gOA'ernment Avould be demonstrated. It

would then become necessary to adopt some form of govern-

ment under which men could be reached Av^ho disregard com-

pacts and compromises." Whether that is to be an absolute
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mcnavcliy, with a Slave-holder on the throne, oi a despotic

oligarchy, a new Venetian Oouncil-of-Ten, of the choice spirits

of Slavedora, the time has probably not yet come to tell. Or

rather, perhaps, it does not concern the people to know. All

they need be told is that " self-government " is no longer for

them. Mr. Garxett, of Virginia, would rather the House

should remain unorganized until Marcli 4, 1861, than the plu-

rality rule [which would ensure the choice of a Republican]

should be adopted ; and his declaration to this eifect Avas loudly

cheered by the Pro-Slavery Democi-acy. He would " hold u})

to the gaze of an indignant country the spectacle of a sectional

party attempting to put into that chair one who indorses the

HiCLPER book." Mr. Pugii, of Alabama, "would like to per-

petuate discord in the House, and thought it would be quite as

well for his constituents that the House should never organize,

and the government come to a dead lock."

Mr, Gartuell, of Georgia, said "the scenes enacted here

were but a part of tlie ' irrepressible conflict,' and if that conflict

was to come, perhaps it were better that the House should

never oi'ganize. ***** Let the North treat them, as equals,

and cease to aggress upon the rights of his people, or they

would sever the Union into as many pieces as there are stars in

the national banner. ****** If the jirincipals of the Re-

publican party be carried into effect, tlie people of the South

will be compelled to disrupt every tie Avhich binds us to the

Union, peaceably if we can, forcibly if we must. ******
•last as soon as the Republican party should succeed in electing

i\ sectional pi'esident, in his judgment the time would have

come for tlie South to take prompt, decisive action. *****
But if the North would stay the hand of aggression, respect the

rights of his people, let them alone, quit agitation of the

question of Slavery, cease to circulate incendiary documents

and promote insurrection and murder, he believed they might

get on in peace and harmony, in the future as in the past, and

he would say of the Union, esto •pei'^etv.a. Unless the North

consented to these things, upon her own head be the conse-

quences." Alluding to something which had been said about

modifying the Fugitive-Slave Law, he declared that "if it were

materially modified they would consider it good cause to dis-

rupt every tie that binds them to the Union." Vi^hen asked if
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he "was opposed to such a modification of the law as would

not impair its efRcieiicy, and would, at the same time, protect

the rights of free men," he answered that " he did not believe

that was practicable, and was agains t, touching it at all." A
frank admission, that the efficiency of the Slave-catcher's statute

is incompatible with protection to freemen's rights!— and a

distinct enough implicit avowal that these rights must be sacri-

ficed to success in Slave-catching.

Mr. Lea.ke, of Virginia, replying to a Republican member,

asked "if he believed that any man who would i-ecommend

murder and insurrection was fit for speaker? The South re-

garded the indorsement of Helpeu's book as an insult which

, southern members would avenge as they saw fit. ***** *

The idea that Virginia would fight for her rights inside of the

Union was absurd. There was a peaceful and constitutional

remedy
;
Virginia had the right to withdraw from the Union,

and would do so whenever the occasion should require. She

would not fight in the Union, but would fight, if need be, out

of the Union." And in a later speech, denying that he had

said the election of Mr. SiiERMAjf would be a just cause for

dissolving the Union, he added that "he did think it Avould be

the initiatory step, and if it were followed by the election of

Mr. Sewari> to the presidency, it would be a casus belli" Mr.

Wright, of Tennessee, " warned the Republicans that if they

elected their president and sought to carry out their doctrines,

they would have one of two alternatives— either war in the

Union, or war out of it, ***** * He hoped his people

would never submit to the lordly dictation of a party of

traitors." Mr. Smith, of Virginia, denounced the doctrines of

the Helper book as " insurrectionary, and hostile to the peace of

the country," and said "the member from Ohio [Mr. Bing-

ham] indoi'ses the book, and for this he deserves the detesla-

tiou and scorn of every man who forms part of the American

Union." Mr. Hindman, of Arkansas, said that "if the Repub-

licans had put in nomination one who had not recommended

the circulation of a book counselling rapine, insurrection, and

bloodshed, there would have been no prolonged opposition to

his election. The Republican party sprung out of festering

prejudices and malignity, by which it is kept alive" Mr.

Barksdale, of Mississippi, " rather than his State and section
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' bIiohIcI be dislionored by the election of Mr. Shjcuman, would

repeat the declaration of Mr. Puoii, of Alabama, 'Let discord

reign here forever.'" Mr. Clopton, of Alabama, said "there

was little if any disagreement in his district, that the South

should secede in the event of the election of a Republican

president. In that event, the Union cannot and ought not to

be maintained. The people would not submit to that party."

And in this tone the debate went on for more than eight

weeks, the Slave-holding extremists seeming to vie with each

other in v<ihement denunciation, bitter invective, arrogance of

language and bearing, threats, and bluster. Tliey paraded ex-

tracts from Helpek's volume, culled from it by the Pro-Slavery

Democratic press with special aim to choose the passages they

deemed the most inflammatory
;
and, forcing on them, thus dis-

jointed from their connection, a meaning never found in them

by any honest and unbiassed reader, used them to prove that

SfiEKiiAX and liis supporters were in sympathy Avitli treason,

insurrection, and servile war
;

although, as Ave see it stated in

the Xew-York Tribune^ the quoted passages were not in the

compend, which the men whom they denounced had recom-

mended. The Rep\ibiicans took comparatively little part in

the debate, their policy being rather to press for a speedy-

organization; but of what they did say— though some spirited

rejoinders Avere made to the insolence of the Slave-drivers— far

too much consisted of tame and almost deprecatory explana-

tions of their relation to the Helper book, and disclaimers of

any intent, on the part of their party and of the North, " to

interfere with Slavery where it exists," or with the " rights

"

guaranteed to Slave-holders, under the Constitution. Mr. Cok-

wiiV was careful to assure the Slave-holders that they "we? e

entitled to a good law relative to fugitives," and that such, he

beheved, was the feeling of the people of Oliio. "Mr. Fil,'.-

MORE, so much approved now at the South, had been denounced

as an Abolitionist before he was elected vice president, and

held opinions identical Avith Mr. Seavard's ; and any northern

man, fit to be elected, Avould administer the government as

{Aixiy as he had." [A significant hint
;

consideiing what Avas

the most conspicuous and memorable act of Jint "fair" admin-

istration.] "He thouglit there Avas no occasion to quarrel."

Oh no !— of coux'se not. Only let us Republicans take our turn



232 REPOKT.

at office-holding, and we will catch your runaway Slaves, gen-

tlemen of the South, "as fairly" and promptly as ever Mlli^aed

Fillmore did, whenever you whistle us after tliem. Tlien,

enjoying in common the gains of oppression, Ave will dwell to-

gether in unity, pleasant as the dew of Hermon, sweet as the

oiuttnent which rau down on Aaron's beard. But somehow the

Slave-holders would not hearken to the voice of the channers,

charming never so wisely; but, after joining in the laugh at

Mr. Corwin's jokes and pleasantries, with which, as the report-

ers say, he " kept the House in exceeding good humor," they

turned as resolutely as ever to their predetermined work of

prolonging disorder.

Repeated attempts were made, by the Republicans and two

or three of the more liberal northern Democrats, to procure the

adoption of the plurality rule. As early as December 10, Mr.

HicKMAX, Anti-Lecompton Democrat, of Pennsylvania, moved
a resolution for that purpose

;
and, again on January 7, he

pressed it as an amendment to some other motion by another

member, and came within two votes of carrying it, being aided

by two others of his party. January 13, Mr. Penningtox, of

New Jersey, renewed the proposition, slightly modified
;

and,

on the 17t]i, Mr. Hutchins, of Ohio, brouglit it up again
;
but,

by points of order and dilatory motions, and all manner of par-

liamentary tactics, the House Avas kept from coming to a direct

vote upon it, and thus it was effectually defeated. Sometimes

a whole day would pass without a single ballot for a speaker,

the whole time being consumed in motions meant to hinder

progress, and in such talk as we have coj^ied from. At length,

after more than forty ballots, in which Mr. Sherman" came

within from four or five to two or three votes of an election, on

January 30 he withdrew his name, and Mr. Pexxington was

nominated in his place; and, on the 1st of February, Avas elect-

ed by just one majority, tln-ough the aid of a fcAV Americans

and Anti-Lecompton Democrats.

The comments upon this result Avere various. The New-
York Tribune, speaking probably the general sentiment of the

Republicans, pronounced it "just as perfect and complete a

triumph for" tliat party, "as the election of anyone of their

number could have been." Though regarded as belonging to

the " conservative " wing of the p?-ity, Mr. Penxington Avas
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" a well-tried Repjiblican," and " voted for Siiermax from the

start." On the other hand, the Washington Constitution de-

clared that "he is far more tolerable than would liave been Mr.

SnEK^tAX. His nomination and election, by the vote of Mr.

Briggs, is a defeat of the Black Republicans— a signal de-

feat— and one which they feel most poignantly. It proves, as

General Clark remarked, 'that an endorser of the Helper

book cannot be speaker.' " The Richmond Enquirer^ however,

thought differently, affirming that "the election of Pexjs'ingtout,

after the defeat of Smith [Southern American, who came

within a vote or two of being chosen, five days before, by a

coalition of Pro-Slavery Democrats and Americans], is even

more alarming than would have been the success of Suerman".
****** That defeat confirms every charge of bitter ani-

mosity to the South— of deadly hostility to Slavery— of

determined puji^ose of continued aggression upon the Constitu-

tion— of settled and foregone resolution to distort the Union
to the unholy end of ovei-throwing Slavery." That other

oi'gans, also, of Pro-Slav ery sentiment did not regard the choice

of Pex>;ixgtox with entire complacency, it may, perhaps, be

safe to infer from the greeting gi\'en by the Christian Banner^

a Baptist paper of Fredericksburg, Va., to Henry Wixter
Davis, of Maryland, for having aided in that choice. The
Banner^ being " Christian," culls gentle phrases for the hinting

of its grief at Mr. Davis's misconduct; yet we tliink its mean-

ing is not hard to guess, although it merely speaks of him as " a

traitor, execrated by heaven, scorned by earth, hissed by hell's

deepest damned, with legions of loathing vipers forever gnaw-
ing at the fountain of vitality, sent adrift through immeasurable

space, continually lashed with a thousand scorpion thongs ;

"

and so on, to the full unburdening of the amiable Baptist's

heart. "Our army" was somewhat profane " in Flanders;" proba-

bly for tiie want of chaplains of the "Hard-Shell" Baptist order,

from Virginia.

One incidental consequence of the Slave-holders' fierce assault

on the Republicans, for havhig recommended Helper's book,

was doubtless less agreeable to the assailants than to the author,

publisher, and approvers of the volume. Indeed, so welcome
was it to the author, that he felt bound to gratefully acknowl-

edge it, by the presentation of a very handsomely-bound copy

20
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of his book to Mr. Clakk, of Missouri, who began tbe onset.

For it had proved a most effective gratuitous advertisement of

tlie book, and did far more to promote the sale and circulation

of it, than had been done by all the publisher's advertising in

the newspapers, and all the recommendations of Republicans,

joined to their subscription of money, to insure the publication

and distribution of a cheap edition. Says the Anti-Slavery

Standard^ of December 17, '"the public curiosity has been

stimulated to such an extent that orders for it are pouring in

upon the publisher faster than he can supply them. It will find

its way, during the present winter, into thousands of families

which, but for the madness of the South, Avould not have seen

it for years, if ever ; and it is so full of striking facts and con-

vincing arguments that it cannot fail to do its work wherever it

is read." The New-York Tribune, of January 11, states that

"the Congressional denunciations of Helper's book are produc-

ing the most astonishing effect in promoting its circulation.

We have reason to believe that the number of copies ordered

already exceeds 100,000. The work goes everywhere, through

all sorts of channels, to the North, East, South, and West. Old

f>gy Union-saving merchants, in the southern trade, stand

aghast at the sly requests slipped in all over the South, in the

shape of notes and postscri})ts to orders for goods, for ' that

Helper book, that is making such a fuss in Congress.' Innocent

bales, bags, boxes, and barrels, bound South, have each a copy

of Helper tucked furtively away in the hidden centre of their

contents. In this way the work is penetrating the Avhole South,

in a manner that no hunter for incendiary pamphlets would

suppose, or can possibly arrest. For the extraordinary impetus

thus given to the sale of this highly valuable and interesting

work, wo renewedly tender our heartfelt acknowledgments to

the 'Gulf Squadron' of members of the Federal House of

Representatives, at Washington." And, a few weeks later, the

Christian Intelligencer, no over-friendly witness, says, "we are

reliably informed that Mr. HiiLrEu's copyright realizes him

about §500 a week, and one week's receipts amounted to $;525.

This is doing a handsome business, and the more noticeable

from the fact that it is all done by opponents." Thus, by the

very bitterness of their enmity, were the Slave-holders made
unconsciously to help the cause they hate, and the men they

wish to crush for advocating it.
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Tlie persistency with which Helpek's haters rafKlc them-

selves his helpers, so long delayed the choosing of a speaker

that the president grew tired of waiting for them, and sent in

his message more than a month before the House was organ-

ized. He alluded briefly to " the recent sad and bloody occur-

rence at Harper's Ferry," but added ilm comfortable assurance

that he did not "entertain the apprehension that these events

ai*e symptoms of an incurable disease in the public mind, which

may break out in still more dangerous outrages, and terminate,

at last, in an open war by the North to abolish Slavery in the

South." He implored his "countrymen. North and South, to

cultivate the ancient feeling of mutual forbearance and good

w^ill towards each other, and try to allay the demon-spirit of

sectional hatred and strife now alive in the land." He "cor-

dially congratulated " Congress " upon the final settlement, by

the Supreme Court of the United States, of the question of

Slavery in the Territories," and the establishment of " the right

of every citizen to take his property, of any kind, includiiig

Slaves, into the common Territories, and to have it 2i^'otected

there under the Federal Constitution "— a right which " ueitlier

Congress nor a Territorial Legislature, nor any human power

has any authority to impair." He pronounced " these princi-

ples," which the Court has sanctioned, "manifestly just in them-

selves, and w^ell calculated to promote harmony among the

States
;
" and declared that " had it been decided that either

Congress or the Territorial Legislature possess the power to

annul or impair the right of property in Slaves, the evil would

be intolerable," for it would have made " the sacred rights of
property depend on the result of each successive election;"

whereas now, "the status of a Territory, during the intermedi-

ate period from its first settlement until it shall become a State,

having been irrevocably fixed by the final decision of the

Supreme Court, emigrants from the North and the South, the

East and the West, will meet in the Territories on a common
platform, having brought with them that species of property

best adapted, in their own opinion, to promote their welfare."

" It is a striking proof," he said, " of the sense of justice which

is inherent in our people, that the property in Slaves has ne ver

been disturbed, to my knowledge, in any of the Territories," not

"even throughout the late troubles in Kansas." Such a decla-
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ration is certainly " a striking proof" of the moral bedlam in his

own brains. The London Examiner well says that " in Swift's

keenest satire is nothing approaching the American president's

congratulations on the subject of Slavery. To talk of the sense

of justice scrupulously respecting the right of one man to the

body of another by virtue of difference of color, is either the

language of the broadest irony, or of the boldest contradiction

of ideas."

But the president went on to make the jumble still more
complete, by his condemviation of the African Slave-trade and

the attempt to reopen it. "All lawful means at my command,"

he said, "have been employed, and shall continue to be em-
ployed, to execute the laws against the African Slave-trade."

And, referring to the bringing in of the Wanderer's cargo of

Slaves, he added, "those engaged in this unlawful enterprise

have been rigorously prosecuted ; but not with as much success

as their crimes have deserved." As if it were any more a crime

to bring African Slaves to Savannah, than to take Georgian

Slaves to Kansas. "To reopen the Slave-trade," he said,

"would give it an impulse and extension which it has never

had, even in its palmiest days. The numerous victims required

to supply it would convert the \/hole Slave-coast into a j^erfect

pandemonium, for which this country Avould be held responsible

in the eyes both of God and man." Then, to crown all, he re-

commended, in another part of the message, the payment of

the impudent claim of those Cuban pirates, Ruiz and Montez,
for the negroes of the Amistad— notoriously victims of that

very African Slave-trade which he professed so deeply to

abhor— brought from Africa to Cuba in well-known violation

of Spanish laws and treaties, and afterward delivered from •

bondage partly by their own shi'CAvdness and valor, and parti}'"

by the tardy, not to say reluctant, justice of the Federal Courts.

The president's recommendation to pay this infamous demand,

was seconded by the Senate's Committee on Foreign Kelations

;

but called out a scathing exposure of the true character of the

claim, from Senator Dixox, of Connecticut. He showed that

Slaves are not "merchandise," in the meaning of the treaty

under which the claim was made ; and that, even if they were,

the negroes of the Amistad were not legally Slaves, having

been brought to Cuba contrary to law
;
and, consequently, the
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claimants never were their lej-al owners. He contended that

the decision of the Supreme rourt, which declared the negroes

free, is binding on the claimants, both because they were parties

to tlie proceeding, and because the decree of an Admiralty

Court, as to title, " is conclusive everywhere and upon every-

body;" and he rebuked with just severity the president's pre-

tence of zeal against the foreign Slave-trade, while urging

payment of a claim well known to have grown out of it.

The Harper's-Ferry affair was made the occasion or the pre-

text for proposing, in the Senate, new legislative safeguards for

Slavery. On the 16th of January, ^[r. Bigler, of Pennsylvania,

introduced a bill to empower the president to use the anny

and navy, and to call out the militia of the neighboring States,

against invasions of one State or Territory from another ; and

to punish with death those who engage in such invasion ; and

with heavy fines and long imprisonment all who aid or abet it,

by concealment, by providing means or money, by enlisting, or

procuring others to enlist in it, by fitting out or procuring to be

fitted out, vessels, or accepting commissions for it. On the same

da}^, Mr. Douglas, of Illinois, brought in a resolution instruct-

ing the J udiciary Committee to report a bill " for the jjrotection

of States and Territories against invasion by inhabitants of any

otlier State or Territory, and for the suppression of conspiracies

and combinations in any State or Territory with intent to

invade or assail the; government, inhabitants, property, or insti-

tutions of any other." On the 28rd, he made a long speech in

support of it, ia which he said that "to place the whole military

power of the government at the disposal of the president, with

proper restrictions, to suppress such invasion, is not sufiicient.

It is not only necessary to use the military power when the

actual case occurs, but to authorize the judicial department to

suppress all conspiracies and combinations in the several States,

with the intent to molest or disturb its government, citizens,

property, or institutions. He would carry this principle out,

and make a law to punish conspiracies to carry territorial elec-

tions, Avhether they were under the garb of Emigrant-Aid Soci-

eties from New England or Blue Lodges in Missouri. « * * *

It was his firm and deliberate conviction that the Harper's-

Ferry crime was the natural and logical and inevitable result of

the teachings of the Republican party, as explained and enforced

20*
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in their platform, their partisan presses, their pamphlets and

books, and the speeches of their leaders in and out of Congress.
****** Give us such a law as the Constitution contem-

plates and authorizes, and I will show the Senator from New
York that there is a Constitutional mode of repressing even the

' irrepressible conflict.' " M?-. Fessenden, of Maine, " was in-

clined to agree with" Mr. Douglas "on the Constitutional

right to make such laws to suppress invasion," but repelled his

charge against the Republicans, and added, referring to the

threats of disunion if a Republican president should be elected,

that while Mr. Douglas " was devising means to repress the

invasion of one State by anothei', he might have suggested a

provision for the threatened contingency." Mr. Douglas an-

swered, that "he had introduced his resolution because occasion

called for it. It was not necessary to put in a clause for the

contingency referred to, as it was an event not within proba-

bilities."

Some men there were who seem to have thought that there

was no propriety in letting the events of the preceding months

be used entirely in the interests of Slavery, and a slight effort

was accordingly made to offset Mason's investigation, the reso-

lution of Dou glas, and the like, with movements in behalf of

northern rights invaded and trodden down at the South. On
the 20th of February, Mr. Lovejoy introduced and asked for

a vote upon a resolution that a committee of five, with power

to send for persons and papers, be appointed to inquire into the

alleged ill treatment, in some States, of citizens of other States

going into them on lawful business, and unaccused of crime;

and whether any further legislation is necessary to give effect

to that provision of the Constitution which guarantees to the

citizens of each State all privileges and immunities of citizens

in the several States. Objection being made, it was laid ovei-,

tinder the rule, to come up at a future day. On the 27th, Mr.

CoNKLiNG asked, but also failed to obtain, consent to offer a

resolution " instructing the Committee on the Judiciary to in-

quire whether any, and if so, what legislation is necessary to

secure the liberty of speech or person in the District of Colum-

bia; and whether any, and if so, what practical legislation m
necessary to secure the rights of free persons in said District."

A few days later, Mr. Hickman " reported a resolution instruct-
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ing the Committee on the Judiciary to inqiiire and re})ort what

legislation, if any, is necessary to give protection to citizens

from one State going into another, to engage in piivate and

lawful business, and that they report by bill or otherwise."

After some conversation among members, "Mi'. McQueex, of

South Carolina, desired to offer an amendment, and the subject

was passed oA-er."

Both Houses spent a great part of the session in discussions

growing out of the new assumptions of the Slave-power touch-

ing Slavery in the Territories. In the Senate, on the 10th of

January, Mr. Pugh, of Ohio, moved a resolution looking to the

repeal of so much of the Acts organizing Utah and New
Mexico, as subjects their territorial legislation to disapproval by

Congress. Mr. Bkowx, of Mississippi, brought in resolutions,

on the 18th of Januaiy, affirming the right of citizens of all the

States to take their property, so recognized by the Constitution,

into any Territory, and the duty of the Legislature, whether

Federal or Territorial, to enact laws for the protection of such

proi)erty; and instructing the Committee on Territories to in-

sert, in bills for organizing Territories, a clause re(puring such

protection. Subsequently, in accordance with the spirit of his

resolutions, he gave notice of an Act to punish offences against

Slave-property in Kansas. On the 30th of January, his resolu-

tions coming up, Mr. Wilkixsox, of Minnesota, moved as an

amendment, "that the Territories are the common projierty of

the people of the United States; that Congress has power to

pass all necessary laws for the Territories ; that it is the duty of

Congress so to legislate as to protect the interests of Free

Labor in them, and. that the Committee on Territories be in-

structed to insert a clause in the bills organizing Territories

prohibiting Slaverj'' therein," On February 2, Mr. Davis, of

Mississippi, introduced a series of resolutions asserting more at

large the claims of Slavery in the Territories, but not demand-

ing for it legislative protection till experience should have

shown it to be needed. These, slightly modified and approved

by a caucus of the Democratic members of the Senate, oii the

25th, were understood to constitute the jjlatform of the southern

wing of the Democracy, for the approaching presidential can-

vass. They affirm that, in adopting the Federal Constitution,

the States acted severally as independent sovereignties, dele-
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gatiiig a portion of their poAvers to the Federal Government for

increased seciirity against dangers domestic and foreign, and

any intermeddling by one or more States, or a combination of

their citizens, with the domestic institutions of the others, to

disturb or subvert them, violates the Constitution, insults the

States i.->terfered wnth, and serves to weaken and destroy the

Union ; that negro Slavery is an important part of the domestic

institutions of fifteen States, is recognized by the Constitution

as an important element in the apportionment of powers among
the States, and no change of opinion in regard to it among the

non-slaveholdiug States can justify attacks thereon to overthrow

it, and such attacks are violations of the pledge of mutual pro-

tection given by the States I'espectively ; that the Union rests

on the equality of rights and privileges among its members, and

it is especially the duty of the Senate, representing the States

in their sovereign capacity, to resist attempts to give advan-

tages, in the Territories, to citizens of one State which are not

assured to those of every other ; that neither Congress nor a

Territorial Legislature can annul or impair the constitutional

right of any citizen of the United States to take ^lave-property

into the Territories and hold it there while the territorial con-

dition remains ; that if experience should prove the judiciary

and executive authoi-ity unable to protect this right, and the

Territorial Legislature should fail to provide the needed reme-

dies, it will be the duty of Congress to supply such deficiency

;

that the inhabitants of a Territorj', when they rightfully form a

Constitution to be admitted as a State, may for the first time

decide whether Slavery shall be maintained or prohibited in it,

and if Congress admit them they shall be received with or with-

out Slavery, as their Constitution may prescribe ; and that the

provision of the Constitution for the rendition of fugitives from

service, " without which the Union could not have been form-

ed," and the laws of 1793 and 1850, enacted for its execution,

should be faithfully observed by all who enjoy the benefits of

the Union, and all acts of individuals or States to defeat the

purpose of that provision and those laws, are hostile, revolu-

tionary, and subversive of the Constitution.

The propositions in these several sets of resolutions were

discussed, at intervals, through many days, the apostles and

confessors of the new faith taking ample opportunity to set
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fortli and defend its dogmas Avitli great force of assertion if not

of argument, and a liberal nse of the favorite menace of dis-

union. Mr. Brown affirmed that Slaves are property under

the Constitution, and may as rightfully be taken to the com-

mon territory, and held there, as any other property; that

consequently the owner is entitled to the same protection for

this property as for any other ; that the Territorial Legislature

should protect him, and this failing, Co..gress oiight to do it

;

that the courts could not funiish protection to Slavery without

statutory laws; that without further legislation thcr? would

never be another Slave Territory or State
;

and, as Free States

were pressing for admission, it would not be long before the

Free States Avould have the two-thirds sufficient to cliange the

Constitution, and could crush out Slavery under constitutional

forms; that Slavery was a great social, moral, and political

blessing to both Slave and master, and the negro increased

more rapidly, and in every aspect was move prosjierous in

Slavery than in Freedom, hence Slavery was his normal condi-

tion; and that Kansas liad violated the Constitution in her

unfriendly legislation, and had passed a Personal-Liberty Bill

more odious than that of Massachusetts. He claimed that the

climate, soil, and productions of Kansas fitted i^ for Slavery.

One-fifth of the Slave States xvcro in the fir .^^ latitude. Ho
liad no objection to the resolutions of the Demov'iratic Caucus,

exce])t to their proposal to wait for experience in regard to

necessary legislation ; for which he thought Congress ought not

to wait. He never had yielded the jjoint, that Congress was

bound to protect Slave-property everywhere. This, the greatest

nionied interest of the country, had never been protected any-

where. Thousands of Slaves were carried to Canada by the

Underground Railroad, yet no notice was taken of it. If he

had his way, the sun shoxild not gr» down before he would file a

notice with the British Minister, that unless Canada yielded up

the stolen negroes, this Government would \xse all legal means

to force her to do so, and, these foilirig, would declare war.

Mr. Greex, of Missouri, regretted the introduction of Mr.

Pugh's resolution. The modern development of popular sove-

reignty, as invoked for the prohibition of Slavery in the Terri-

tories, called for resistance and correction. It was common to

say "Freedom is national and Slavery sectional." The revei'se
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was true. The right to hold Slaves in the Territories was per-

fect under the Constitution, wliich protected the pi-operty of all

citizens alike. Slavery was one of the constitn^nt elements of

our Government, entering into the very representation of Con-

gress, and that body was therefore restrained from the passage

of any act which, by destroying or repressing Slavery, tended

to destroy one of the conditions on which our Government

existed. Mr. Hunter, of Virginia, opposed the restriction of

Slavery, arguing that it had been found a stable basis of society,

while free society was an experiment of which the result was as

yet uncertain, and it was unreasonable to exclude a stable form

of society from the Territories, and admit a doubtful one. "We
see here," he said, "a mass of vast and associated interests,

which mutually contribute to the support of each other, consti-

tuting a mighty arch, which, by the mutual support of its parts,

is able to sustain a social superstructure perhaps unparalleled in

the history of man. And the very keystone of this arch consists

in the black-marble cap of ii.frican Slavery. Knock that out,

and the mighty fabric, with all that it upholds, topples and

tumbles to its fall." Mr. Fitch, of Indiana, conceded every

citizen's right to carry property into the Territories; was

opposed to Mr. Douglas's tenitorial doctrine, for it was unjust

and unconstitutional, and would make every Territory non-

slaveholding, whether North or South ; he did not think it the

duty of Congress to pass laws to protect Slavery in the Territo-

ries, but held that it is protected there by common law. Mr.

Douglas was for letting each State and Territory take care of

its own negroes. Free or Slave ; have Slavery if they want it,

prohibit it if they desire to do so. He held the question to be

one of political economy, governed by the laws of climate, soil,

productions, and self-interest, and not by mere statutory provi-

sion. Free institutions might be best in one climate and not

everywhere; Slavery might be indispensable in one region and

not desirable everywhere. Mr. Nicholson, of Tennessee, pre-

sented resolutions of the Tennessee Legislature, denouncing the

irrepressible-conflict doctrine, as threatening the existenoo of the

Union. He "contended that there was no such conflict be-

tween Free and Slave labor as was claimed by the Senator

from New York, and thought the language more like that of a

highwayman than of a wise statesman. Free labor was sue-
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cessful at the North, but Slave labor was the true system for

the South. One State had no licrht to arraicrn another on a

moral question. Slavery was confi'.iod to the sovereign States

by the Constitution. Matters of religion must be kept separate

from political matters. The Constitution must be the highest

law of political men. lie was not prepared to decide in

advance what contingency Avould justify the dissolution of the

Union. It was too momentous a question to be hastily detei--

mined. He would have no words uttered by southern meii.

which could be interpreted as a menace at the North. At the

same time, if all our warnings were disregarded, he was in favor

of independence."

Mr. CuEsxuT, of South Carolina, favored Mr. Davis's reso-

lutions, because they denied two heresies, the sovereign power

of the FederaJ Government over Slavery, and of the people of

the Territories over Slavery in the Teri-itories. The first led

straight to desjiotisra, the second relieved the Federal Govern-

ment of its manifest duties. The country Avas pre]>aring for a

grand, and he hoped, a final struggle. Those who assert the

equality of all races of men, disregard the lessons of experience,

and abandon themselves to fanaticism. The object of the

Republicans was the emancipation of the Slaves. The abolition

of Slavery would be disastrous to the great northern interests

of navigation, commerce, and manufactures. Slavery had stood

the severest tests, and was steadily progressing to accomplish

its ends. It was not a moral Avrong, but had its authority in

the Bible. It could be abolished only by the extermination of

the black race and the desolation of the country. The Federal

Government was a compact between the States, and the States

were, as to their institutions, as separate and independent as

England and France. The theory of the " irrepressible conflict

"

between the northern and southern systems of labor was fanatical

and superficial. The two systems assisted each other.

Mr. Hammokd, of the same State, said the South would not

consent to be restricted as to her expansion, and contended

that all the States had an equal right in the Teriitories. Mr.

Clingsiax, of North Carolina, complained that " the Abolition

feeling had so spread that it controlled nearly all the secular

and i-eligious press of the North." He " claimed it as settled

that the negro is benefitted by Slavery. ***** The South



244 EEPORT.

liad no more feai* of a rising of her negroes than of a rising of

horses. ****** The election of a Black-Republican presi-

dent would furnish sufficient cause for a dissolution of the

Union. ***** Two things had made the South disunion-

ists;— the small vote Mr. Fillmore had received,' and tlie

manner in which the raid of Jonx Brown was received at the

North. ****** Southern men would not secede from the

Capital; this was the last place of all they would ever gi.e up.

If the Union was to be dissolved in blood, he hoped the first

fruits would be reaped here."

Mr. MasooS opposed the Homestead Bill on the ground that

it was designed to people Free Territories by Emigrant-Aid

Societies, and to give the Itepublicans possession of the Govern-

ment : and its end would be to operate on Slavery in the States.

Mr. WiGPALL, of Texas, speaking on the same bill, said, "If

this Government could give lands to the landless, why not

niggers to the niggerless ? It raiglit reopen the African Slave-

trade on missionary grounds, and bring negroes here to be

converted. * * * * As the trustee of the southern States, it

had no right to vote aAvay their lands. * * * * * * He owed

allegiance to the State of Texas, and whenever she declared

the Federal Government no longer her agent, then it would be

his duty to return to his State, and if he should be captured

fighting under the flag of the 'lone star,' under the law of

nations he could not be treated as a traitor. * * * * He thought

nothing better could occur than a dissolution of the Union.

New England would then beg the South to come back. The

people of the North do n't believe we are in earnest. * * * * I

believe, upon my conscience, that no Black Republican can

ever be inaugurated president of the United States. And you

call out your airaies to force us, and if we do n't go into Boston

— into winter quarters— before you get into Texas, then I am
mistaken." After boasting of the military experience of several

southern senators, including himself, while " only one man " of

those from the North "had ever seen the flashing of a gun,"

he added, "But, in war, the military-chest is the question.

Where will you get your money, if the Union is dissolved?

your manufactories will be broken up, for where are you going

to sell your goods ? Your only market is the South : you cannot

sell to us, and you have no carrying trade except for us. Cotton
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is king,— and we can ship onr own cotton. You can't tax

your people : they will be starving, and have no money. But

we have our cotton, and Europe is obliged to have it. It

would travel under the 'union-jack,' and that is a pretty safe

flag. If we stop the supply of cotton for one week, England

woulci. be starving."

Mr. Toombs denounced the Republicans as " attempting to

deprive the people of the Slave-holding States of their equal

enjoyment of, and equal rights in the common Territories of the

United States, as expounded by the Supreme Court: and of

seeking to get the control of the Federal Government, with the

intent to enable it to accomplish this result by the overthrow

of the Federal Judiciary;" declared, that "large numbers of

them wore daily committing offences against the peace and

property of the southern States, which, by the laws of nations,

would be sufficient causes of war among independent States ;

"

and that "nine St ites had actually violated the Constitution in

that section whicjh requires the return of persons held to service

or labor
;
" and, in particular, assailed Wisconsin for her refusal

to submit to the decision of the Federal courts in relation to

the Fugitive-Slave Act. " If a Republican should be elected,

he would implore his State never, for an instant, to allow that

party to hold the reins of government. * * * * Let us defend

our rights, or else pull down the pillars of this glorious temple,

and mingle all in one universal ruin."

Messrs. Hale, of New Hampshire, and Doolittle, of Wis-

consin, replying, vindicated the action of Wisconsin and the

Republicans; citing against the Georgian sena* his own
State's Supreme Coui-t, which, as late as 1854, ha aimed to

be "coequal and coordinate with the Supreme Court of the

United States, and not inferior and subordinate" thereto; that

the latter, having no jurisdiction over the fonner, " could not,

therefore, give it an order, or make for it a precedent." To
this they added the authority of the Supreme Courts of Penn-

sylvania and Virginia; and that of Jefferson, Jackson, and

otber distinguished men, against the assumption of exclusive

power, on the part of the Federal Judiciary, to construe the

Constitution; and showed that almost every president had

recognized the right of Congress to keep Slavery out of the

21
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Tei-ritories ; and that,- till within a few years, no one had ques-

tioned the constitutionality of such exclusion.

In the other House the Slave-holders were no less emphatic

than in the Senate, in affirming the sacredness of property in

human <iesh, the excellence of their " peculiar institution," its

right to unlimited extension throughout the Territories, and

their determination to dissolve the Union rather than be ruled

by " Black Republicans." Mr. Gartrell, of Georgia, " claimed

that Congress has no power over Slavery in the States, the

TeiTitories, or the District of Columbia; that justice to the

master, and humanity to the Slave, imperiously require the ex-

pansion and perpetuation of the system ; that the people of the

South had a right to go, with their Slaves, into all the Tei-rito-

ries of the United States; and, Avhen there, to be as fully

protected in the enjoyment of their rights as the northern man
is protected Avitli his personal 2)roperty ; that none of the Ter-

ritories now acquired, or hereafter to be acquired, shall be

devoted exclusively to free labor ; that the Constitution placed

Slaves on an equality Avith other cliattel property, and if the

Courts should refuse to protect it in the Territories, it would

be the duty of Congress to do so by adequate legislation."

Mr. QuARLES, of Tennessee, "believed that Tennessee has a

right to carry Slaves into the common Territories, and a right

to claim every arm of govennnent to i:)rotect it." Mr, Habbe-
MAN, of Georgia, " was in favor of a Slave code for the Terri-

tories, and intended to demand every southern right."

And substantially to the same effect spoke most of the

southern members. Mr. Reagax, of Texas, went still furtlier,

and denied that a Territory, even Avlieu forming a constitution

for admission as a State, could rightfully prohibit SIaver3\ It

has the power, under the Federal Constitution, to do so, he

admitted; but to exercise that power would destroy private

propert)'', and therefore would violate natural justice. lie eon-

ceded, howevei", tliat a State already existing, with an Anti-

Slavery Constitution, has a right to exclude Slavery. "A man
has a natural right to retain his property where he lives, but

not to carry it into a sovereignty where it is not recognized as

property." Whence we infer that Mr. Reagan's natural rights

are somewhat artificial and conventional,— very much of the
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State's making, instead of being, like Jeffekson's, the gift of

the Creator.

Mr. Ak^derson", of Missouri, said, "Unless a revolution in

public sentiment takes i^lace in the North within the next

twelve months, which he did not anticipate, a man from that

section would not be permitted to travel in the South, unless

he could bring evidence of conservative feeling and friendliness.

The South would never submit to the enff>rcement of tlie Re-
publican paity's principles, which, if reduced to practice, would

disrupt all the ties which bind the Union together." Mr. Cur-
ry, of Alabama, " denied that Slavery was anywhere the crea-

ture of local or municij)al law. 'No law ^vas found on the

statute-book of any southern State, authorizing the introduction

of Slavery
;
and, if positive precept were necessary, the tenure

by which they held their Slaves was uncertain and illegal. If

Slaveiy required positive law for its introduction, it could not

get into <a Territory at all ; and thus the South v.'-as practically

and forever excluded from the occupancy of a common Terri-

tory. * * * * Congress could neither abolish nor establish

Slavery in a Territory. It had only the affinuative power of

protection. * * * * The South held that non-intervention Avas

a pledge that Government would abstain from hostile acts

toward Slavery, or doubtful legislation in that regard. * * * *

To keep Slavery circumscribed would inevitably result in ren-

dering emancipation certain, or Slave-labor unprofitable, and.

the extinction of the white race i)robable. Hence, with the

South, the stimggle for expansion was a struggle for life. * * *

Should you succeed, as you threaten, in cooping us up and

surrounding us by Wilmot provisos, or by your homestead

bills, in filling up the common Territories with northei-n and

foreign squatters, inimical to Slavery, the time will come when
the southern people, gathering up their households together,

sword in hand, tcill force an outlet for it at the camxoiis

moutW Mr. Singleton, of Mississippi, said, "the South

have made up their minds to sustain Slavery. We do n't intend

to be prescribed by present limits ; and it will not be in the

power of the North to coerce the three millions of freemen at

the South, with arms in their hands, and prevent their going

into the surrounding Territories. Gentlemen must remember
that a gallant son of the South, Jefferson Davis, led our
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forces into Mexico, and, thank God, he still lives, perhaps to

lead a southern array."

Mr. AsHMORE, of South Cai-olina, warned gentlemen of the

Republican side, that they must speedily pause in their career,

or expect to see this Confedei-acy rent asunder as if by the bolt

from heaven. The indorsement of the Helper book, the John-

Brovrn invasion, and the emissaries detected in the South, and

properly 3>unished, had done more to weaken the bonds of the

Union, in the last twelve months, than all else within his mem-
ory. * * * * If northern hostility went a stej) further, all the

powers of earth could not keep this Union together. They had
heard vain-glorious boasting about coercing the South, and

puttmg eighteen millions of the North against eight millions of

the South ; but the North had no eighteen millions, while the

South had a population of twelve millions. In a crusade of this

kind, the North proper would stand alone. The great North-

west, bound to the South, as with hooks of steel, by the great

river of the West, would desert her ; while the Pacific States,

upon the principle of self-preservation, would take care of

themselT 3s. The South would stand fire, united and invincible,

while the northern States, even granting the eighteen millions,

would be divided among themselves. The South had faithful

allies there, true to the Constitution and the Union, and they

would b(< no idle spectators. The North would be left, when
the hour of coercion arrives, with even less population than the

South. The South could sustain more men in the field than

the North. Her four millions of Slaves alone would enable

her to support an army of half a million. They could raise a

yearly revenue, on imports, of forty million dollars
;

or, if their

ports were blockaded by the navy of the North, they could

raise nearly as large a sum by taxation. Would the millions at

the North, thrown out of employment by secession, rush to the

battle-field for employment ? Would their strikers for higher

wagep turn upon their best customers, and butcher the men
from whom they derive their subsistence? Where was the

population to support the taxation which the South could lay,

with impunity, upon her iraresisting Slaves? The miscalled

free laborers of the North— really slaves to capital— would not

submit to taxation. The people of the North were worse than

mad to agitate Slavery further; and doubly mad to talk about
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coercing the people of the South. There would be fi confeder-

acy in the North ; one in the South ; another in the Nortli-

west— the ally of the South; and still another on the far

Pacific, destined to be the mightiest and grandest of all. Or,

if this should not liappen, they could see in the present state of

Mexico what is to be the sad and ruined future of our now
haj^py and prosperous country. Whose fault was it? The
North had ever been, and was now, the aggressor. * * * « If

the sentiments contained in the Helper book, and the programme

marked out by Mr. Seavakd, were found to indicate truly the

sentiment of the North, nineteen-twentieths of his constituents

were in favor of disunion, without an hour of unnecessary

delay ; and if this course of insult and aggression was pui-sued,

though he claimed to be a Constitution and Union-loving man.,

he would retuni to his constituents, himself to sound the alarm,

and kindle, with his own hands, the beacon-fires on hill-tops,

and maintain the rights of the South with flaming dagger and

blazing torch.

Mr. Jenkixs, of Virginia, more fi'ank than many of his

fellows, betrayed what is really, we doubt not, one of the great-

est feai's of the Slave-holders. After saying that, under a Re-

publican administration, the Fugitive-Slave Law could not be

enforced, and that, consequently, " Slavery would be practically

abolished in the border States," he added, "Another misfortune

would be the dispensation of patronage throughout the South,

by a llepublican president, in such a way as to build up and

strengthen Republicanism. It was a great mistake to suppose

that southern men would not be found to take an office under a

Republican president. So the genu of a Republican party

would spring up in the very bosom of the South. Then they

would find the whole moral weight, not only of this Govern-

ment, but of the civilized world, thrown into the scale against

the institution of Slavery. A southern gentleman would be

received at a foreign court very much as would a polygamous

patriarch of Utah."

Mr. Vance, of North Carolina, was at once pious and logical.

He "justified southern Slavery, as the best condition for the

master and Slave. He did not believe God would otherwise

direct, that what is best should not also be right."

Mr. Etheeidge, (American) of Tennessee, was almost the

21*
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only southern member -who spoke decidedly against the exten-

sion and protection of Slavery in the Territories, and he took

no very high moral gi'ound for his opposition : " He would never

give a vote to put Slavery in the Territories, while the Nebras-

ka-Kansas Bill, according to the constniction put upon it at the

time of its passage, remains in force ; for it gives the right to

the people, while in a territorial condition, to regulate Slavery

in their own way." IIestry Wij^ter Davis, of Maryland,

(American) also opposed the extensionists. But nearly all the

members of that party, from the South, were as explicitly, if

not as vehemently, "in favor of protecting Slave-property in

the Territories," as their Democratic compatriots from the same

section.

On the Republican side, some strong and effective speeches

were made, full of a manly spirit; responding, in a proper

tone, to the haughty insolence of the Slave-drivers, and taking

as high ground against Slavery as allegiance to the Constitu-

tion, with the received interpretation, would permit. But too

many were tame and halting, if not worse : evincing a sad want

of either moral courage or clear moral perception. Among the

best were those of Messrs. Sedgwick, of New York, and

LovEJOY, of Illinois.

Mr. Sedgwick denounced Slavery as "from first to last a

violation of that Higher Law ' whose seat is the bosom of God,

and whose voice is the harmony of the universe.' No law or

constitutional guarantees, however solemn," he said, "could

bind the conscience of any citizen of any nation under heaven

to the support of such a system of outrage and violence. Its

most able advocate [Mr. Curry] the other day admitted that

there was no law in the Slave States for the support of the

institution. It was a usui-pation resting entirely upon force, and

by and by some Spartacus would rise among them, to test the

question of superior force." Of the Fugitive-Slave Bill of 1850,

he said, " Great ingenuity was exercised in making it as bad

and villanous as possible ; and certainly any man who would

give it a cheerful acquiescence might be relied on to do any-

thing mean, even to selling his own mother into the rice-swamps.

* * * * I believe it was intended that such a law should pro-

duce counter legislation in the Free States,— that personal-

liberty bills would be passed, as they have been, though not
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half as stringent as they ought to be, to discharge the duty

which every independent State owes to each of its citizens,

however humble : I mean protection to their personal liberty."

He did what we believe Avas never done before on the floor of

Congress, not only made respectful mention of the Abolition-

ists, as a body, but paid their pioneer a tribute of commendation

as warm and hearty as any " Garrisonian '* could ask
;
calling

him "gentle, loving, peaceful, just, inflexible;" holding up be-

fore the house the first number of the Ziiberator, and reading

from it— " I am in earnest ! I will not equivocate ; I will not

excuse ; I will not retreat a single uich ; and I will be heard ;

"

then adding, " That is from the first number of the Liberator^

i^ublished in 1831, by William Lloyd Gakrison. It has

sometimes seemed to me that that man was sent from Heaven,

in answer to the poet's prayer, and to meet the time's neces-

sity:—
' Wc need, metlunks, the prophet-heroes all, —

Saints true of life, and martyrs strong of will, —
To tread the land even now, as Xavier trod

The streets of Goa, barefoot, with his bell.

Proclaiming freedom in the name of God,

And startling tyrants with the fear of hell.'

"

Mr. Sedgwick, however, in one respect misapprehended, and

consequently misstated the vicAvs of the Abolitionists. He
represented them as holding " extreme " notions touching the

Pro-Slavery character of the Constitution, instead of simply

accepting, as they do, the common interpretation of it, as given

from the first by judges, presidents, governors, and legislators,

and the great body of the people. "He contended that the

Republican party was not, and ncA^er had been, aggressive

;

that Slavery had always been, not justly, but leniently and

generously ti-eated ; that having changed the Avhole policy of

the country, the Republican party was forced into being, not

only to restore the Government to its original policy, but to

prevent the universal prevalence of Slavery, and the revival of

the horrors of the African Slave-trade; and to protect the

habeas cor2ms, trial by jm-y, the freedom of the press and of

speech, and all the other safeguards of Freedom. If it could

be betrayed into the folly of surrendering its principles, it

would only give place to another, stronger, more radical, more
virtuous, and more successful party."
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Mr. Lovejoy's bold and earnest utterance of truths unpala-

table to the Slave-power, and his energetic manner and fearless

bearing, roused such a furious storm among the chivalry that,

for a time, he could not proceed
;

but, resolutely maintaining

his ground through all the clamor and confusion, he finally

succeeded, says a correspondent of the AntiSlavert/ Standard,

who was present, "in delivering, 'to the bitter end,' one of the

most scathing and denunciatory speeches against Slavery ever

prepared." Bat it was in the midst of frequent exhibitions of

a courtesy and a decorum as " peculiar " as the favorite " insti-

tution " of the exhibiters. "At one time," says the writer just

quoted, "twenty Slave-holders surrounded the speaker, oae man
flourishing his cane and many of the others their fists, Mr.

LovEJOT meanwhile standing as erect as a statue, and refusing

to budge one inch from his position. At every convenient

point, and especially when he uttered a severe sentence, he was

interrupted with such exclamations as the following: "You
d—d nigger-thief," " You liar," " You are inferior to the meanest

negro," " You are a scoundrel." " Liar and scoundrel " was also

the elegant and logical rejoinder of Mr. Reuben Davis, of

Mississippi, to the statement of Mr. Van Wyck, of New York,

in the course of a temperate and moderate Free-Soil speech,

that Slaves are sometimes burned to death at the South. Mr.

Alley, of Massachusetts, responded to the southern threats of

disunion, and warnings of consequent ruin to the North, by de-

claring that "the average of his constituents were superior,

socially and intellectually, to southern members of Congress on

that floor ; that he had made a large fortune in business, and.

experience convinced him that the North lost money by its

southern trade ; and he did not, therefore, consider that, pecu-

niarily or intellectually considered, disunion would impoverish

the North."

Mr. CoJTKLiNG, of New York, made an able, legal, and consti-

tutional argument against the assumption, in the president's

message, that the question of Slavery in the Territories has

been "irrevocably" settled by the Supreme Court. He con-

tended "that the judgments of the Supreme Court are binding

only upon inferior courts and parties litigant, and so long as

the Court adheres to its decision upon any constitutional ques-

tion, acts of Congress repugnant thereto will be inoperj^tive so
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far oiily as they depend upon the coui-ts for their execution

;

and that its decisions are not obligatory upon Congress in any

sense, but, like other arguments, are addressed to the discretion

of that body. And, whenever a decision is, in the opinion of

Congress, subversive of the rights and liberties of the people, or

is otherwise hurtfully erroneous, it is not only the right, but the

solemn duty of Congress, persistently to disregard it." In sup-

port of these conclusions, besides urging forcible reasons, he

cited, "high, authority,'* legal and political; "the civil authori-

ties and tribunals of no less than five States of the XInion—
New York, Virginia, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, and Georgia;"

Presidents Jefferson, Jacksok, and Van Buren; Senator

(now President) Buchanan, and other distinguished person-

ages. In conclusion he said, " a reorganization and reinvigora-

tion of the Court, with just regard to commercial and political

considerations, is one of the auspicious promises of Republican

ascendency. It is high time that appropriate weight should be

given in the Court, and elsewhere, to all portions of the country,

not excepting those in which a vast preponderance of its wealth,

its business, its intellect, and its numbers reside. With this re-

forai accomplished, the vampire of Slavery, now flitting among
the shadows of a sheltering tribunal, will spread its wings once

moi'e over that hospitable domain where its ministrations are

considered essential to the full development of 'the highest

type of white civilization.'

"

Mr. Stanton, of Ohio, aflirmed that " the Republican party

holds to the doctrine of the natural equality of man ; not mean-

ing equality of strength, intelligence, social position, or political

rights; but that every man has certain inherent, inalienable

rights, for all of which he is entitled to protection, as the right

to live, the right to enjoy his own earnings, the right of loco-

motion. * * * * I hold," he said, " that this system [Slavery],

Avhich is termed the bright type of Christian civilization, is at

war with the very first principle upon which the social organi-

zation hangcj. ****** Ifj as the gentleman from .Alabama

asserts, Sla\,^ery is by far the preferable form of civilization, it

ought to be established in all the Territories. If, on the other

hand, it is a bad system, and opposed to the doctrines of

humanity and the principles of our goverament, then it ought

to be prevented from going into them. For these reasons, it is
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the duty of Congress to inquire into the inherent character of

Slavery. * * * » Tiie threat to resist forcibly the inauguration

of a Republican president, simply means treason against the

United States. Whether the threat to secede and organize a

separate confederacy constitutes treason or not. may become a

matter of couv^roversy, but either is equally fatal to the existing

government an<i institutions of the country." Mr. Hickman,

of Pennsylvania, replying to the charge of northern section-

alism, "proved tht accuser guilty." He said that "sectionalism

has become the parent of all our afflictions ; not the section-

alism of the North, but ^( the South ; the determination of the

South to extend, rather than to reduce, the limits of Slavery.

This arrays the different parts of the country in hostility.

****** The North will endeavor to preserve the Federal

Compact in its integrity, and they were fast forming the deter-

mination of preventing othera from infi'acting it. He spoke of

the humiliating concessions to the South in the compromise of

1850, including the Fugitive-Slave Law, which compels men to

leave their fields and shops to run after the fleeing negro, while

the North are denied equality in the Union. ****** The
South want and strive for unlimited Slavery extension and the

subjugation of the North. They would fire this temple ; but the

North was able to save both it and them."

On the 26th of March, Mr. Blake, of Ohio— from the dis-

trict which includes Oberlin— stirred up no little excitement

by offering a resolution, that " whereas the holding of persons

as property, contrary to natural justice and the principles of our

political system, is a reproach to our country throughout the

civilized world, and a hindrance to the progress of Republican

Liberty among the nations of the earth, the Committee on the

Judiciary be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re-

porting a bill giving freedom to every human being, and inter-

dicting Slavery wherever Congress has the constitutional power

to legislate on the subject." "For a few minutes," says the

New-York Tribunes correspondent, "the noise and confusion

were great." A Republican from Pennsylvania hastened to

object to the resolution, but was just too late to prevent the

taking of the yeas and nays on adopting it, when it was rejected

by 109 to 60. " Fifty Republicans dodged the vote," others voted

against the resolution, and for those who voted to adopt it, the
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Tribunes special correspondent apologized on the ground that it

was "a mere resolution of inquiry," taking care, also, to state that

Mr. Blake offered it "without any consultation among his poUti-

cal friends," and adding that "these barren generalities only pro-

voke unnecessary embarrassment, without the least service," In

a colloquy among the members, however, just after the vote was

taken, Mr. Kilgore, of Indiana, one of the Republicans who
refused to vote, is reported as saying that, " with the permission

of the committee [on the District of Columbia, of which he is

a member], he would, at an early day, report a bill for the

gradual emancipation of the Slaves in the District
\
" that he

was for striking at Slavery, by Congressional action, whet<f(ver he

has constitutional power so to do ; and that his object was to

surround Slavery that it might die." At a later day, Mr. Sher-

man, of Ohio, replying to condemnatory remarks by a southern

member, upon Blake's resolution, stated, " to show the differ-

ence," that, " not fifteen minutes before it was offered, a resolu-

tion offered by a gentleman from South Carolina, to provide for

the emancipation of the white laborers of the North, was re-

ceived by a unanimous vote, and referred to the Committee on

Ways and Means." But Mi'. Sherman was careful to say that

he was " opposed to interference with Slavery in the District of

Columbia," and had so " stated to his constituents over and over

again." On the other hand, Mr. Bingham, of Ohio, " advocated

the exclusion of Slavery from all places where the United-States

Government has jurisdiction, as the best method of allaying

sectional strife
;

" and Mr. Elliot, of Massachusetts, said " it

would be the happiest day of his life, when, at the proper time,

and under proper surroundings, and at a proper request of the

citizens of the District of Columbia, he could aid them to strike

off the shackles of the Slaves here."

The Fugitive-Slave Bill also claimed a share of the attention

of the House. Mr. Matnard, of Tennessee, brought in a reso-

lution, about the middle of February, with a view to make it

more effectual in its operation. Mr. Duell, ofNew York, gave

notice, a little later, of a bill to amend it so as to give the right

of trial by jury to the alleged fugitive. And later still, Mr.

Blake introduced a bill to repeal it, which was referred to the

Judiciary Committee. While a motion was before the House
to appropriate $40,000 for the suppression of the African Slave-
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trade, Mr. Jones, of Georgia, offered a proviso, " that no part

of the amount be paid for the support and education of the

Afi-icans captured in the Echo, and that the sum be applied for

the faithful execution of the law providing for the rendition of

Fugitive Slaves." In the Senate, on the 20th of March, Mr.

SiTMJTER presented the memorial of Samuel May, a distin-

guished and venerable merchant of Boston, and four hundred

others, citizens of Boston, praying for the repeal of the Fugitive-

Slave Law 1850, the abolition of Slavery in the District of

Columbia, the prohibition of the inter-state Slave-trade, and

the passage of a resolution pledging Congress against the ad-

mission of any new Slave State into the Union, or the acquisi-

tion of any Slave territory, or the emj)loyrnent of Slaves by any

agent, contractor, officer, or department of the Federal Govern-

ment. He moved a reference to the Judiciaiy Committee
;
but,

on motion of Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, it Avas laid on the table,

by 30 to 17. On the 18th of April, upon motion of Mr. Mason,

of Virginia, the same disposition was made of numerous peti-

tions of the same character, from different parts of New
England, presented by Mv. Suhnek, and by Mr. Collamer, of

Vermont.

On the 12th of April, a bill to grant $25,000, for five years, to

the public schools of the District of Columbia, having been

taken up, Mr. Clark, of New Hampshire, moved to amend, so

that a portion should go to educate the colored population.

Mr. Brown, of Mississippi, was very graciously " willing the

free negroes, in the District, should be educated in their own
schools, and to authorize them to tax themselves for the pur-

pose." [That is, those who, we are told, are so stupid and

worthless that " they can't take care of themselves," may pay

the expense of their own education ; while the " superior race,"

in the District, shall be educated at tlie nation's expense.] Mr.

Mason opposed the amendment, " He thought it wise policy,

on the part of the southern States, to withhold education from

the Slaves. Negroes, bond or free, form no part of our political

society." Mr. Iverson, of Georgia, replying to a remark of

Mr. Wilson, that "the North avas not unwilling to let black

men learn to read the Bible," showed his ignorance, or his

audacity in falsehood, by saying "it was not true that the

Slaves were not allowed to loam to read." Mr. Wilson re-
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joined, "I am sorry the senator does not understand the laws

of his own State. I have the laws of the southern States in my
room, proving what I say." The amendment was of course

defeated.

Action of States.

In the action, legislative, judicial, and other, of the several

States, the Slave question has claimed its wonted share, during

the past year. In June last, the Judiciary Committee of the

New-Hampshire House of Representatives— responding to pe-

titions numerously signed, and ably advocated by Pakker
PiLLSBURY, A. T. Foss, and others, at a public hearing given

to the petitioners— reported a Personal-Liberty Bill which de-

clared that no person, in this State, shall be considered or treated

as property ; and that whoever shall arrest, imprison, or carry

out of the State, any person, on the ground that he or she owes

service or labor, as a Slave, or shall attempt the same, or aid

and abet in such attempt, shall be imprisoned not over five

years for the first offence, and for life for the second. It was
ordered to a second reading by 134 to 101, but when the vote

was taken on its final passage, Friday, June 24, it Avas indefi-

nitely postponed, by 277 to 17. The Claremont (N. H.) Advo-

cate says " the whole proceeding is unworthy of the high-toned,

outspoken position the Republican party has ever maintained

in relation to the continued encroachments of the Slave-power,"

and thinks " the effect will be to shake the confidence of the

people in the integrity " of the party. A New-Hampshire cor-

respondent of the Anti-Slavery JSiandard, iiowever, triei to put

the best face jjossible upon the matter; saying that though

some of the politicians showed "timidity and spinal weakness"

in the discussion, "still I think a large majority of the members
were in favor of the principle of the bill. We have a statute

against abduction and kidnapping, which, with the habeas

corpus, under the administration of our courts, was probably

deemed sufficient for the protection of personal liberty here,

and there was not, perhaps, occasion for passing the bill, except

for its moral effect. Should emergency arise, the courts of this

State would undoubtedly stand with "Wisconsin against the

Fugitive-Slave Act ; and I think that, in due time, the people of

22
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New Hampsnire will place u])oii the statute-book a stringent

Personal-Liberty BiP." In the evening the House adopted a

series of resolutions, condemning Slavery, tlie Dred-Scott De-

cision, and the proposal to revive the African Slave-trade, and

inviting men of all parties to join in opposing Slavery-extension

and "restoring the Government to its original purity."

At a special session of the Legislatui'e of Massachusetts, called

to act iipon a revision of the Statixtes of that Commou'svealth,

and held thx'ough several months of the past year, a vote was

obtained on the recommendation, and in great measure, it is

believed, through the influence of Governor Baijks, to accept

and set up, in front of the State House, a statue of Daniel
Webster, which some of his Avealthy friends and admirers had

offered to the State for that purpose. And though it was ten-

dered and accepted on the express condition that its erection

there should cost the State nothing, tlie Legislature volunteered

an appropriation of 68,000 for the expenses of " inaugurating

"

it ; a ceremony which took place on the 17th of September, with

Edward Everett for orator, and an imposing array of digni-

taries, civic, military, literary, ecclesiastical, to give due "pomp
and circumstance " to the occasion

;
but, unfortunately for the

anticipated grandeur of the display, with such perA-ersity of the

elements that it was thought needful to repeat the oratorical

part of the performance, on a more favorable day. Thus by

legislative act it was declared that, before all her worthiest

sons, the man whom Massachusetts deliglits to honor is tliis

conspicuous traitor to the principles she professes to hold

sacred ; this man, As ho, prostituting noble po"\\ ers to basest uses,

exhorted her to " conquer her prejudices " against kidnapping,

and discharge " witli alacrit}'," and as " an affair of high morals

and high principles," the " disagreeable duty " of human blood-

hound for the eouthern Slave-hunter. What was the real

motive of an act so dishonorable to the Legislature and the

State, we will not attempt to say. That it was not a sincere

conviction that the intended honor was worthily bestoAved,

seems to us fairly inferable from the fact that the very same

body, on the recommendation of the same governor, a few days

after, by way, no doubt, of allaying the strong dissatisfaction

which their former act produced, oft'set it by a vote permitting

the erection of a statue to Horace Manx, in the State-house
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yard, with tlie very distinct uiiderfetauding that it "vvns to be

placed there, if at all, as the rejn-esontative of ideas and princi-

ples e xactly opposite to those with which the name of Wehs i ku

was associated in the later portion of his life. Petitions for the

removal of the Webstk i starie were circulated and signed, it

is said, among the very crowd assembled to hear the rei>etition

of Mr, Evkkett's inaugural oration. They were also signed

a* other times, in different parts of the State, and would have

beeu in much larger numbers, doubtless, than they Avere, had

not the public feeling been so largely absorbed by the events

connected with Jonx Browx's enterprise. The ])etitions were

presented at last winter's regular session of the Legislature, but,

instead of what they asked for, the petitioners had ''leave to

withdraw."

Last fall, at a special session, in passing upon the revision of

the statutes, the Legislature, by a very large majority, struck

out the Avord " white " from the section ])roviding that " every

able-bodied white male citizen shall be enrolled in the militia."

Governor Bakks thereupon vetoed the Avhole code, affirming

that the proposed amendment is unconstitutional, and fortifying

himself with the opinions, procured for the purpose, of the

State's Attorney-General and Supreme Court. They take the

ground that the power, granted to Congress, to organize the

militia, "includes that of determining Avhat classes of persons

shall be so organized ; and this lias been determined by an Act

of Congress" which contains the word "white;'' that, there-

fore, " the General Government having authority to determine

who shall and who may not compose the militia, and hav ing so

determined, the State GoA-ernment has no legal authority to

prescribe a different enrollment." The Avoight of this authority,

added to the fear of losing all the labor of the session, defeated

the amendment, by changing Azotes enough to secure a majority

against it; but a goo'^I/ number of its friends AA'ere still uncon-

vinced, afiirmhig that the governor and his legal advisei-s had

argued from false premises ; that the obvious and dictionary

meaning of "organize" does not include "determining who
shall be organized

;

" that, according to the express testimony

of Rurus KixG, one of the committee which framed the con-

stitutional provision bearing on the question, "by organizing

the militia Avas meant projiortioning the officers and men ;
" that
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the Constitution nowhere recognizes color as a ground of differ-

ence of rights, and in reality the Act of Congress, and not the

proposed amendment to the State law, is unconstitutional, and

has, moreover, been disregarded by no less than twenty States,

of which two, Texas and South Carolina, leave out the word
" white," and the latter admits aliens, Indians, free negroch, and

mulactces into the militia, by a law of 1794. At the regular

winter session the subject was again called up, and, against a

strenuous opposition, a bill to strike out the offensive word Avas

passed by more than two-thirds in the Senate, and by 105 to 97

in the House ; but was again vetoed by Governor Banks, on

the same ground as before.

In ansAver to petitions bearing nearly 14,000 signatures, an

effort was made, but without success, to obtain the passage of a

law, substantially like that proposed the year before, against

Slave-hunting in the Commonwealth. The strong Republican

majority in the Legislature could, not furnish a majority in

favor of declaring Bunker Hill and Lexington and Concord

sacred from the contaminating tread of " legalized " kidnappers.

Whether the nearness of a presidential election, with the

brightening hopes of a Republican success therein, had any

influence on the vote, we will not undertake to say.

Our last Report mentioned the taking of the first step, by

the Legislature of Connecticut, toward giving colored men the

right of suffrage in that State. On the 8th of June last the

question came up in the Senate whether the second step should

be taken, and was answered in the negative by 16 to 5. The

House responded the same way, by 173 to 49. A shameful

retrograde, from the slight forward movement of the previous

year.

Governor Morgan, of New York, in his message to the

Legislature, last winter, did " not feel at liberty to disregard the

subject which, for so many years, has agitated the country." He
condemned, as " incompatible with perfect amity between differ-

ent sections," not Slavery itself, but " the novel doctrine that

Slaveiy is no evil, but a positive good, to be commended,

diffused, perpetuated ; and which logically requires the conver-

sion of our Tei'ritories into new Slave-marts, and the acquisition

of additional provinces to increase the power of this social evil."

"New York had "never claimed the right to interfere, directly
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or indirectly, witli Slavery in the other States ; " and " slie disa-

vov\'s all syuijjathy with those misguided men who have sought,

unlawfully, to interfere" with it there. "Bloodshed, incited" by
the recent attempt " to liberate and arm the Slaves " of Virgmia,
" rests, in the eyes of human law, on the heads of those whose
violation of laws provoked it. We may admit that their aims

were unselfish and philanthropic, but must never forget that

social order can only exist through a general recognition of the

sanctity of law." [Considering that a governor speaks, and to

a legislature, and these the Governor and Legislature of the

"Empire State," conscious of course, too, that the nation hears,

this guarded and qualified disapproval of "the offenders" allud-

ed to, looks much as if he felt, in his secret soul, that they were
not, after all, so very great offenders " in the eyes of" a law
infinitely above " human law."] But " when it is proposed to

establish Slavery in the Territories, New York will claim the

right " to speak " through her representatives in Congress," and
her " electors recognize the authority of Congress to prohibit

"

such establishment.

Petitions for a "Personal-Liberty Bill" were sent^ in large

numbers, to the Legislature, and were referred to a select com-
mittee which, early in February, reported n. bill, with an able

argum.ent in favor of its passage. It provided "that every
person who shall come or be brought into, or be in the

State shall be free, and whoever captures or holds a person

as a Fugitive Slave, in the State, shall be imprisoned in the

State penitentiary, and be fined $1,000, to go to the party

aggrieved." It was advocated, with great force, by Messrs.

PoAVELL, Maxson, Barnett, and others, whose speeches the

Anti-Slavery Standard pronounced to have been " seldom
excelled, in bold and eloquent annunciation of Anti-Slavery

principles, in any legislative assembly in the countr}^," and to

be " worth all the labor the friends of the bill have expended in

bringing it forward thus far." The bill, however, was defeated,

but one result of the effort for its passage Avas the circulation of
more than one hundred thousand copies of valuable Anti-

Slavery documents, chiefly the speeches just referred to. About
the middle of February the Assembly, by 70 to 36, and a few
weeks later the Senate, by 26 to 9, passed the resolution, which
had already passed a former Legislature, to so amend the Cou-

22*
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stitution as to allow colored men to vote without a property-

qualification. The amendment now goes to the people, and, if

ratified by them, becomes part of the Constitution.

Last January, the Lemmon case was argued before the Court

of Appeals ; Charles O'Connor, on behalf of the Slave-holder,

contending that Slavery is not morally wrong, there being no

law of nature, or of God, against Slave-holding ; that property

in man rests on the same basis Avith every other species of

property ; and that no State of this Union can pass laws to

extinguish Slavery within its limits, while a single Slave-holding

State remains in the Union. "If Slavery," said he, "is a sin,

then it is a sin of the greatest magnitude— of the most enor-

mous and flagitious character that was ever presented to the

human mind. The man who does not skrink back from it

with horror is utterly unworthy of the name of man. It is no

trivial offence, that may be tolerated \rith limitations and quali-

fications, that we can excuse ourselves for supporting because

we have made some kind of a bargain to support it. If this

system is sinful and unjust, its existence under our system of

law, supported, by our jurisprudence, sustained by the funda-

mental law of the land, is a public and crying reproach against

the whole nation. An honest European gentleman ought no

more to associate with one of these Slave-holders, than yorr

honors with a highwayman or pickpocket, merely because in

the village of his residence there was a bad police or no law to

bring him to justice. But what think you of the inhabitants of

the Free States, who know it is v/icked, yet live under a Consti-

tution by which they agree to support it, and, if any one of its

unhappy victims should escape and liy hither for shelter, would

seize and return him, or permit his master to come here and

carry him back to bondage ? We have no excuse. An enlight-

ened European, if he has a sense of honor, of justice, if he has

due self-respect, will turn his back on the wilfully-offending

northero man, as the vilest of the vile." All the doctrines of

the Abolitionists, he affirmed, are irrefutable,

—

John Brown
deserves to rank with Kosciusko and Lafayette

;
nay higher,

if Slavery is unjust. If " the phrases concerning human equality,

found in the Declaration of Independence, were intended to

include negroes," then " the first sentence in the Constitution,

that it was made Ho establish justice,' is a piece of hypocrisy



ACTION OP STATES. 263

and falsehood, and the American name is covered with the

undying stigma inwrought with the perpetuation of injustice."

The decision was reserved till the. JMarch term, and was not

given till April. Judges Denio, WiiIGiit, Wells, Bacon,

and Davies concurred in affirming the judgment of the Court

below, by which Lemmon's Slaves were declared to be free

when brought by their master into New York. Judge Denio
held that the provision of the Constitution for the rendition of

Fugitive Slaves sti'ongly implies "the general principle to be

that the escape of a Slave into a State which had abolished

Slavery would, of itself, transform \mn into a free man ; and a

fortiori^ he would be free if the master brought him into a Free

State. The Constitution set aside this general princijile in the

case of the fugitive only, it still governs other cases. This was

reasonable, as the owner was free to determine whether he

would voluntarily permit his Slave to go within a jurisdiction

which did not allow him to be held in bondage. The provision

that citizens of each State shall be entitled to all privileges and

immunities of citizens in the several States, does not mean that

a citizen may carry with him, into every State whither he may
go, the institutions of that in which he was born, but only that

in any State he shall have the same rights as the citizens of that

State. If our courts are obliged to respect the title which the

laws of a Slave State confer, a Slave-holder may retain his

Slaves here during his pleasure, and though he could not, per-

haps, sell them to a citizen of New York, he might to any other

citizen of a Slave St.ate who had come here, equally bringing

with him the immunities of his own State, for these immunities

are not limited to time, or by the purpose for which they are

desired. The doctrine of international comity cannot sustain

the claim here made, for it depends on the presumed assent of

the legislative authority of the State where it is asserted, and
an express denial by that authority is decisive against the claim.

The clause of the Constitution empowering Congress to regu-

late commerce among the States does not apply to this case.

The statute of New York, under which the Slaves were dis-

charged, is not in any just sense a regulation of commerce, and
so does not conflict with that provision. Conceding that to

facilitate commerce. Congress has power to provide for such a

case as this, it has not exercised that power ; and the unexer-
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cised power to euact a law to regulate such a transit, would not

affect the power of the States, meanwhile, to deal with , the

status of all persons within their territory. In the case of

supposable Federal legislation, under the power to regulate

commerce, circumstances might arise where the execution of

the State law, by freeing a Slave-cargo landed on our shores, in

the course of an inter-state voyage, would interfere with an Act
of Congress ; but the present state of Federal legislation raises

no conflict between it and the State law. Upon the whole case

I have come to the conclusion that nothing in the National

Constitution, or the laws of Congress, precludes the State judi-

cial authorities from declaring these Slaves free." Judges

Clekke, Selden, and Comstock dissented. Judge Clerke
read an elaborate opinion, holding that every State has a right

to say what may, or may not, be held as property by those who
come within its territoiy to take up their abode for any length

of time ; but as whatever, belonging to citizens of one nation,

the law of nations regards as property, it exempts from control

by any other, through whose territory it is passing, so,

a fortiori^ whatever, belonging to citizens of one of these

States, the Constitution recognizes as property, it exempts from

control by any other, through AA'^hich it is in transit. Now the

Constitution does incontestibly so recognize the right to the

labor and service of persons held in Slavery; therefore that

part of the State law is unconstitutional which frees the Slave

of a citizen of another State who is passing through this,

intending to remain no longer than the exigencies of his

jouniey require. Judge Comstock had been so occupied 'vith

other cases, argued at that term, that he had not been able to

give this the attention its importance might justify. But he

thought the State law in question "directly opposed to the

rules of comity and justice, which ought to regulate intercourse

between the States of this Union ; and he was not prepared to

hold that such legislation does not violate the obligations

imposed on all the States by the Federal Constitution." But

he evidently " was not prepared to hold " that it does violate

those obligations, for it is plain enough that he would have

been glad to say it does, if, as a lawyer, and with his judicial

reputation at stake, he had dared to do so. Judge Selden,

also, had "been prevented, by want of time, from giving the
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case that careful examination which is due to its importance,

and therefore was not prepared to determine whether the Act
of 1841 is, or is not, in conflict with any express provision of the

Constitution." But without "that careful examination" he was
ready to pronounce it " a gross violation of those prii),ciples of

justice and comity Avhich should, at all times, pervade our inter-

state legislation, as well as v/holly inconsistent with the general

spirit of our national compact." So, while he could not "give

such reasons as would justify" him "in holding the law to be

void," he was " equally unjirepared to concur " with the majority

of the Court. That is, he t.oould not say it was valid, though

he dared not say it was void. And such men wear judicial

ermine, in the free State of New York ; and are not ashamed

to show themselves, after such talk as this, among men of

decent reputation! As if the Constitution were not wicked

enough, in all conscience, here they must eke out its defective

iniquity with "rules of comity and justice!"— Heaven save

us !— that they may thrust innocent men into bondage without

even the poor excuse that the Constitution, bad as it is, compels

the outrage ! But, happily, their power was not equal to their

will for this base work ; and, so far as the highest judicial

authority ofNew York can settle the question, it is now decided

that the " Empire State " is not yet a highw^ay for the inter-

state Slave-trade. "We have yet to see, however, what will be

the decision of the Federal Supreme Court upon that question.

There seems to be but too much reason for the opinion of the

New-York Tribune^ that O'Connok's argument " shadows forth

the ground which that Court intends to occupy as the ne'xt step

in advance," and that "we are on the eve of a decision which

will make it law, that property in man stands on precisely the

same basis as any other property ; that there is no law of nature

against Slavery, and that there can be no law of any one of the

Free States competent to its abolition Avithin the limits of such

State, while a single Slave State remains in the Union."

Governor Packer, of Pennsylvania, in his message to the Leg-

islature, last January, showed himself somewhat over-zealous

in his loyalty to the sovereign Slave-power. Alluding to the

Harper's-Fei-ry affiiir, he said, " it is a source of satisfaction to

know that Virginia had the means and detennination to pun-

ish oflTenders with promptness and justice ; that the military
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force of the United States was immediately available to aid in

putting down the outbreak; that the Slave population were

contented with their condition," [how he knows that, we could

ask, probably, more easily than he could tell] " and unwilling to

unite with disorderly white men in acts of treason and murder

;

and that the great masses of the people have no sympathy with

any attack upon the institutions of any of the States," He
congratulated the Pennsylvanians that none of them " partici-

pated in this unlawful proceeding," and that such of the " guilty

perpetrators " as were arrested in Pennsylvania, " were promptly

surrendered [with indecorous haste, and Avithout the forms usual

in such cases, he might have added,] "to the justice of the

offended and injured State." After pronouncing it "a high

offence against the peace of our Commonwealth, for disorderly

persons, within our jurisdiction, to combine together for the

purpose of stirring up insurrection in any of the States, or to

induce the Slaves in the southern States to abscond from their

masters ;
" he made a needless display of his officious servility

by telling the Legislature that, in his judgment, " it would be

proper to consider whether additional legislation may not be

necessary to insure the prompt punishment of such offenders

against our peace and secuiity." A "judgment" in which the

Legislature does not appear to have been unwise enough to

concur, for we have heard of no attempt made to legislate in

accordance with it. " In determining our relative duties toward

our sister States," he continued, "tt3 morality of servitude"

[^Slavery is an ugly word, even to governors who are willing to

uphold the thinf/] "is not an open question, for we are bound

by the legal and moral obligation of the compact of the Union

to respect the institutions which the laws of the several States

recognize, and in no other way can we faithfully fulfil our obli-

gftions as members of this Confederacy." In other words, "the

compact of the Union " permits us to have no conscience against

man-stealing and all its attendant and consequent enormities.

"The morality" of turning our brothers into brutes, of plunder-

ing labor, abrogating marriage, annihilating the family, and

stifling human souls by millions, "is not an open question" to

any faithful "member of this Confederacy." No wonder the

governor winced a little ?n making that statement; and chose

another word, rather than that which exactly re23resents the
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tiling he meant. But "miucing the matter" don't mend the

matter, Governor Packer. Your Slave-liolding, Slave-hunting

Union is none the better for your betrayal of a sort of half-

consciousness ofhow vile and abominable it is. A vain atiempt

was made, as in the year before, to procure the enactment of a

Personal-Liberty Bill. Petitions for such an Act were sent in,

but we have heard of no action taken upon them. On the other

hand, John H. Wheeler— whose Slaves (Jane Johnson and
her children) became free, a few years ago, by his bringing them
into the State, and Passmore Williamson's helping them to

a knowledge and enjoyment of the legal rights thereby confer-

red upon them— was equally unsuccessful in an application to

the Legislature for a grant of |5,000, as indemnity for the loss

of his unintentionally-emancipated chattels.

In Ohio, three measures were pressed, by the friends of Free-

dom, upon the Legislature, in which the Republicans had a de-

cided maiority ; but all thi'ee failed. Tliey were, a bill against

Slave-hunting; an amendment of the habeas corpus Act, for

the purpose of protecting citizens of Ohio against the petty

tyranny practised under tlie Fugitive-Slave Bill ; and <an Act
to forbid the use of the jails of the State as Fugitive-Slave

pens. But while these JRepublican legislators could find no

time to enact justice, humanity, and a decent self-respect into

law, they could turn aside from the proper busmess of their

office to do a little Union-saving homage to the Slave-power,

by inviting the Legislatures of Kentucky and Tennessee to visit

them, receiving their Slave-holding guests Avith very distin-

guished consideration, entertaining them with lavish hospitality,

and appropriating $5,000 of the earnings of their "mud-sill"

constituents to pay the expenses of the visit. We may as well

add here, that in the midst of the banquet came a despatch, by
telegraph, from Governor Morgan, of New York, in behalf of

the Legislature of that State, inviting the southern Legislatures

to extend their visit to Albany. "The despatch was enthusi-

astically received."

Since the decision of the Ohio Supreme Court, in the Obevlin

rescue-cases, an election has been held to fill the place of Chief-

Justice SwAN", whose term had expired. Judge Swan was a

candidate for re-nomination, but the ill odor of his name, on

account of his falsehood to Freedom in that decision, insured
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his defeat ; while the " conservative " feelings of one portion,

and the timidity of another, of the dominant (Republican)

party induced, the choice of a man in his place— Judge Ghol-

SON— whom nobody knew to be any better than himself on the

Fugitive-Slave-Law question ; and whom everybody claiming

to be interested in that question seems to have purposely

avoided questioning as to his views upon it, lest an answer

should be given v/hich would endanger a division and defeat of

the party. Well ! it is something done, if a point has been

reached where politicians, though they dare not put forward for

so important an office an open and avowed upholder of the

unconstitutionality of the Slave-catcher's statute, are at least

afraid to nominate one who ojjenly declares it constitutional.

On the 14th of last July, the Court of Common Pleas, in

Cuyahoga County, in a case growing out of a refusal of the

judges of election to receive the vote of a man having about

one-fourth negro blood, decided that the statute of the preced-

ing year, forbidding persons in whole or in ]>art of African

blood " to vote, is unconstitutional, and that " all persons having

more than half white blood are legally white." It was held that

as the former Constitution of Ohio expressly so declared, and

as the present Constitution uses the phrase "white persons,"

without defining it, the old definition is to be regarded as still

in force. The Supreme Court of the State— Judge Gholsox,

the new Chief Justice, delivering its opinion— unanimously

decided the same way, last February, in a case of like charac-

ter, appealed from Butler County.

Our last Report announced the decision of the United-States

Supreme Court, then just given, adverse to that of the Supreme

Court of Wisconsin, in the Booth case. When the mandate

was sent to the latter, requiring it to reverse its decision so as

to conform it to that of the Federal Court, Judge Dixon, the

new Chief Justice then recently appointed by the governor, to

fill a vacancy till the time of the next election, was in fiivor of

obeying; not because he regarded the Fugitive-Slave Bill con-

stitutional, but because he felt bound to yield to the judgment

of the Federal Court. Of the ^ther two judges, Judge Cole

dissented, denying the appellate jurisdiction of the Federal

Court in lie nase; and Judge Paine declined to give an

opinion, because he had been Booth's counsel, in an earlier
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stage of the proceedings. So the motion to reverse, not having

a majority of the court in its favor, failed ; as it would have done

by having a majority against it, had Judge Paixe given his

opinion. Thereupon, instructions were sent from Washington

to the United-States District Attorney, in Wisconsin, to have

Booth rearrested, without heeding the decision of the State

Court. Accordingly, on the 1st of March he was arrested, and

imjirisoned in the Milwaukee Custom-House, where, it is said,

he is treated with much harshness, denied intercourse with his

family and friends, and permitted very scanty and insufficient

opportunity of confemng with his counsel. An application to

the State's Supreme Court, for a writ of habeas corpm, failed

by a tie vote, Dixon for refusing and Cole for granting it, and

Paine declining, for the reason already mentioned, to give his

voice either way. The writ was obtained, however, from one

of the inferior courts, but when it was served upon the United-

States Marshal, he refused to obey it, and Booth is still con-'

fined. Meanwhile, as we learn from the Milwaukee Free

Democrat^ he has brought suits against the United-States Dis-

trict Judge and the Marshal, f3r false imprisonment, claiming

$5,000 damages ; and for the penalty of $1,200, given, by a

State law, of two years ago, to .any person arrested under the

Fugitive-Slave Act, after having been discharged on Imheas

corpus. "In these actions," says a Milwaukee correspondent

of the New-York Trihwie^ "he must recover, as under the

decision of the State Court the commitment affords no iusti-

fication to the officer committing him." The captain of a mili-

tia company, in Milwaukee, having declared that he would

not obey the orders of the State Executive, in case of a colli-

sion with the Federal Court, the governor disbanded the com-

pany.

On the 3rd of April the election was held for a Chief Justice

of the State's Supreme Coiu-t. The regular Republican candi-

date, A. S. Sloan, avowed himself in favor of sustaining the

position of the State Court, against the Fugitive-Slave Act, but

Judge Dixon— already holding the office temporarily, by the

governor's appointment, and known to be for submission to the

Federal Court, although personally dissenting from its judg-

ment— was set up by a portion of the party, as an " independent

candidate." The Democrats made no nomination, but, joining

23
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their whole strength with that of the disaffected Repuhlicans,

gave the election to Dixon, by two or three hundred majority,

ill a poll of 115,000 votes. This, however, still leaves two of

the three judges in favor of the State Court's adhering to its

own decision.

In Maryland, the governor's message, sent to tlie Legislature

last January, referred to the events at Harper's Ferry as a

reason for thoroughly reorganizing the State militia. It recom-

mended, also, further legislation in regard to the free colored

population ; and asked for an appropriation to pay the cost of

carrying the case of Myers, convicted of kidnapping, in Penn-

sylvania, to the United-States Supreme Court, in order to test

the validity of the law under which he was convicted.* The
Senate adopted resolutions requesting the representatives of

the State to take stepo for calling on the Government to nego-

tiate with Great Britain for the restoration of the Slave property

of American iSitizens, which may be found in her provinces. Of

the action of the Legislature, touching the free colored people,

we have already spoken. An attempt to enlist Maryland in the

scheme of holding a Southern Convention, to devise measures

for protecting the Slave interest against " northern aggi'ession,"

met with no success.

The Governor of Virginia recommended, in his message to

the Legislature, last winter, the appointment of "two most

experienced statesmen, to visit the Legislatures of those States

which have passed laws to obstruct the execution of the Fugi-

tive-Slave Law, and insist, in the name of Virginia, upon tlieir

unconditional repeal." So far as we know, no such embassy has

been sent. About the middle of January, Mr. MEJiiiiNGjei:,

Commissioner from South Carolina, arrived, in Richmond, to

invite the cooperation of Virginia in the holding of a Southern

Convention, and was received with marked respect by the

Legislature. He presented the purposes of his mission in a

long and elaborate speech, after which the subject was referred

* Since Ihe account of this case, on page 37, was in print, we have learned from tbic Frcd-

ericli (Md.) Examintr, that shortly after his conviction "Myeks was released from imprison-

Mcnt, by crrangenient, upon his own recogniyance, which is equivalent to acquittal," and that

his victims ''have been sold as Slaves, under a decree of the Orphan's Court " of rreUerick

Couuty ; and thus " the difficulty arising from a conflict of laws and jurisdiction between the

courts of Maryland and Pennsylvania is happily settled." Very happily '. especially for tho

poor, kidnapped colored family

.
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to a Joint Committee of the two Houses. Two reports were

made, a minority of the committee favoring the proposed Con-

vention, that of tlie majoritj' declaring it inexpedient, and

thinking " that efficient cooperation will be more safely obtained

by such direct legislative action of the several States as may be

necessary and proper, than through the agency of an assemblage

which can exercise no legislative powers except to debate and

advise." After full considei-ation, the report of the majority-

was adopted, whereupon the Richmond Whig exultingly ex-

claimed, " Virginia still occupies her ancient proud position of

perfect independence and unsuspected loyalty to the Constitu-

tion and the Union ; and there let her stand, beside an over-

whelming majority of her southern sisters, allowing South

Carolina, Alabama, and Mississippi to go out of the Union in a

blaze of glory, if they choose. But they will not choose, and

there will be an end to the whole matter."

We mentioned, two years ago, the fining of Jorm Under-
wood, by the County Court of Prince-William County, for

having denied the rightfulness of Slave-holding. The case, it

seems, was appealed to the Cii'cuit Court ; and a letter from

Mr. U^'^DEEWOOD to a friend in New York, in the latter part of

May last, states that the decision of the County Court was re-

versed. With this we learned another fact, Avhich shows the

existence of some Anti-Slavery sentiment even in Eastern

Virginia. A majority of the voters of Occoquan, Mr. Under-
wood's native town, voted for him to represent their district in

the Legislature.

In December last, the Legislature of South Carolina unani-

mously adopted a preamble recitmg her affirmation, by the

Ordinance of 1852, of her right to secede from the Confederacy

whenever she thinks the occasion will justify that act; and

resolutions that, in her " deliberate judgment, the Slave-holding

States should immediately meet together and concert measures

for united action ;
" that the governor should tell them so, and

ask them to appoint deputies to such a meeting ; that he should

send a special committee to Virginia, to invite her cooperation

" in measures of defence ;
" and that $100,000 be appropriated

" for military preparation for any emergency."

The message of the Governor of Florida to the Legislature,

last December, denounced " the party dominant throughout the
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North " as destitute of fmtemal feeling toward the South, and
" responsible for John Brown's scheme of villany and folly

;

"

intimated that such attempts are likely to be repeated, " no one

can say how often, while the Union continues ;
" and expressed

a belief that the voice of Florida " should be heard in ' tones

not loud but deep,' in favor of an eternal separation from those

whose wickedness and fanaticism forbid us longer to live with

them in peace and safety;" and a "hope that most of the

southern States will not consent to see the General Govern-

ment pass into hands avowedly hostile to the South." The
Legislature adopted resolutions affirming that "the election

of a president, committed to interference with Slavery in ihe

States," woxild warrant the withdrawal of the State from the

Union.

A Joint Select Committee of the Legislature of Alabama
reported resolutions, a few weeks ago, the final action on which

we have not yet seen, asserting the right of any State to secede

;

that the assaults on Slavery may constrain her to a reluctant

but early exercise of that right ; that having declared she would

not submit to the rule of a northern sectional party, and voted

money for military contingencies, she pledges hei'self to partici-

pate, cordially, in all efforts to advance the common interest

;

and authorizing the governor to appoint deputies to a Southern

Convention whenever it may be called." The Governor of

Mississippi recommended, last fall, in his message, the passage

of a law providing for a State Convention to take part in form-

ing a Southern Confederacy, if a Republican president is

elected ; and the laying of a tax of twenty-five per cent on all

northern manufactures imported into the State ; neither of

which recommendations, so far as we are informed, has yet been

acted on. The Vickshurg Whig, said to be the ablest paper in

the State, denounced the message as " revolutionary— the very

essence of treason
;
" for which the VicJcshurg Sun, in turn, de-

nounced the Whig as abusing the goveraor lor "hurling his

anathemas at the Abolition fanatics of the North." A coitcs-

pondent of the New-York Tribune, writing from Vicksburg,

says " The Whig speaks the sentiment of the great body of the

people of Mississippi." In Louisiana, at the recent session of

the Legislature, a bill for transporting to Massachusetts all

negroes convicted of capital crimes, passed its first reading, and
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was referred to the Committee on Federal Relations. If it

should become a law, capital crimes would, no doubt, multiply

rapidly in Louisiana.

South Carolina's invitation of the Slave-holding States to a

Southern Convention, going to the Governor of Texas, drew

from him a long special message to the Legislature, condemning,

in the most explicit terms, the project of secession, and some-

what plainly hinting that South Carolina shows a cheap courage

in plotting disunion, seeing that several Slave States lie between

her and the North, to receive the shock of war before it can

reach her. Last December, the Legislature of Missouri, by 82

to 22, refused to charter a Board of Trustees for the building of

a University at Jefferson City, because it was to be under the

patronage and control of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and

would, therefore, the opponents of the charter contended, pro-

mote a "Free-Soil sentiment" in Missouri. Two years ago an

application for the same purpose was rejected by 92 to 16, so

that a little progress seems to have been made. The Legislature

of Kentucky has unanimously passed a resolution calling on the

General Government to obtain from Great Britain a treaty

stipulation for the surrender of fugitives from Slavery, as she

now surrenders fugitives from justice. A bill has been intro-

duced to repeal the law of 1833, which forbade the importation

of Slaves into Kentucky, for purposes of traffic. It meets much
opposition. The Southern-Convention scheme seems to have

found no favor in Kentucky. The same appears to be true of

Missouri, Tennessee, and North Carolina, at least, if not of

others besides the States already mentioned as refusing to give

it countenance.

The people of Nebraska, at their recent territorial election,

responded to Governor Black's veto of the bill forbidding

Slavery in that Territory, by giving a strong majority against

Slavery extension. More than three-fifths of the members
chosen to the Convention for framing a State Constitution are

in favor of making of the Territory a Free State.

It may be worthy of mention, as a sign of hopeful import, that

during the past year Republican State Conventions have been

held in no less than five Slave-holding States— Delaware,

Maiyland, Virginia, Kentucky, and Missour,— for the purpose

of organizing resistance, if not to Slavery where it is, at least to

23*
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its further spread. In Kentucky^ moreover, the Republicans of

Campbell and Kenton Counties have organized under the name
of " The Free-State Party of Kentucky," for the pm-pose, among
other things, of promoting emancipation in that State. Among
the resolutions, also, of the Republican State Convention, in

Missouri, on the 10th of last March, was one " recognizing the

irrepressible character of the conflict between Free and Slave

labor," in that State, and avowing the purpose "to maintain in

that conflict, the cause of Free labor."

The Chubcii.

The relation of the ecclesiastical bodies in this country, to

the Slave system, is mainly the same as heretofore. Whatever

exceptional facts may be scattered here and there, the year just

gone has witnessed no such change of attitude or policy on the

part of the churches generally, as can relieve them from the

long-recorded charge of eflicient partnership in the nation's sin.

If a few small churches, or some branches of the larger, have

spoken of it, and signified a purpose to act toward it, as befits

their Christian name and profession, the vast majority still hold

their false position ; and even of the few which have seemed to

take a better, Bomf), if not most, have, in great measure, neutral-

ized their right words by neglecting to follow them up with

con*esponding action.

In the Methodist Episcopal Church the struggle still goes on

between those who wish to banish SI?.very utterly from their

communion, and those who persist in letting it remain therein,

though all the while protesting, most of them, that they are by

no means Pro-Slavery. The Northern Independent stoutly

combats the assertions of a portion of its northern brethren,

" that there is little or no Slave-holding in the South-Western

Border Conferences;" and cites, from the organs of the Church,

admissions and aflirmations which confinn its own statements.

"The [Missouri] Central Christian Advocate" it says, "not

only dares not deny, but actually concedes, that our ministers

and missionaries, in that region, admit Slave-holders into the

Church." It also quotes a correspondent of the Advocate, who,

writing, in July last, from South-Western Missouii, hopes there
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is " patrio' *.sra enough at the North to check rampant Abolition-

ism," and says, " I have good reason to believe that ma7iy Slave-

holders with whom I am acquainted, members of our Church

and oi other churches, are good Christians." A correspondent

of the Independent, itself, writing from Missouri, on the 28th of

June, says that " members of the Methodist Episcopal Church

here are engaged in the Slave traffic. Not a word is ever said,

in or out of the pulpit, against Slavery, nor dare they." The

Independent adds, in some comments on the letter, "our rule

against the tr.affic in Slaves is well known to be a dead letter.

It does no good ; it is of no use to forbid the traffic in stolen

goods, so long as we do not forbid, but encourage stealing

itself."

In the course of a debate in the New-York Conference, a few

days ago, on the question of so amending the rule on Slavery as

to forbid both Slave-holding and Slave-trading, Rev. Mr. Peck
said, "in 1844 the Church stood about right on this subject.

Since then, the North had gone to one extreme, and the South

were driven to the other." [The North had gone ; the South

were drivenJ] ^' Let us leave this question to God. If we go

more strongly against Slavery we throw a gloom on the whole

Southern Church " Rev. Mr. Poysojt, coming from a " border

experience of twenty years," said, " from the information he was

constantly receiving from the border Church, that it was as

much as the Church could do to exist under the present rule of

discipline. Make the rule stronger, and another division in the

great Methodist Church, of this land, was inevitable. [Voices—
That 's so !]

" Rev. Mr. Wheatley said that " the peninsula

between Delaware and Chesapeake Bays was inhabited by

hundreds of Slave-holders, who bought, sold, and flogged, men,

women, and children, and yet were in full communion with the

Methodist Church." He was Avilling that they should secede,

and if they would not, that they should be made to go. [Loud

amens.'] Rev. Mr. Kettell contended that "Slavery, as it

now exists, is not a sin," and "affirmed, most emphatically, that,

under God's providence, Slavery in America had been the only

thing which* had elevated the negro race. Mr. Wesley must

have been blinded by prejudice, or he never would have said

that ^American Slavery was the vilest system under the sun,'

The wealth flowing to us fiom the southeni cotton-crop alone
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kept alive our institutions and so-called elevation." Rev. Dr
OsBORN thought " the sin of our position with regard to Slavery

could n't be so very awful, or else God would show it by with-

holding some of the blessings which he now showered upon

us." [The Rev. Dr. ought to be invited to preach from the

text, " Because sentence against an evil work is not executed

speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in

them to do evil."] Rev. Mr. Gorse " would like to have his

brothers tell him whether Slavery was not recognized by the

apostles. Had not the Slavery discussion produced a monoma-
nia in the minds of such men as Wexdbll Phillips, Garrisox,

and others?"

The Kentucky Annual Conference, which met a few weeks

ago, declared unanimously against making the general rule on

the subject of Slavery more stringent
;
being careful, however,

to say that " although citizens of Kentucky, we are not the

advocates of Slavery. We believe it to be morally wrong, and

relatively mischievous In all its tendencies. We consider it an

evil, even in its most tolerable aspects." But " the question of

remedy " they leave " to the developments of the future, and

the righteous workings of an overruling Providence;" only

premising that " the remedy must be gradual."

Last summer, the friends of the movement against Slavery

in the Methodist Church prepared and sent to the British

Wesleyan Conference, and to Wesleyan bodies in other coun-

tries, an "Appeal to all members of the great Methodist family,

affiliating with the Methodist Episcopal Church, throughout the

world." Its purpose was to induce the sending of delegates or

memorials from all these bodies to the General Conference, in

this country, this spring, " to cast the weight of their influence

into the scale of humanity and justice in the approaching con-

test." In this Appeal they say that, in the Methodist Episcopal

Church North, " we have thousands of Slave-holders
; trustees,

stewards, leaders, and local preachers, and even travelling

preachers have become Slave-holders, in several instances, and

are such still, with bat little disapprobation, as a general thing,

on the part of the Conferences to which they belong. And a

portion of the ministry, especially in the Slave States, are

strongly opposed to any ecclesiastical action that will exclude

Slave-holders from the Church, or even condemn the practice of
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Slave-liolding." That the Appeal is signed by only 241 of the

14,000 ministers (travelling and local) in the Methodist Church

North, is a fact not so full of promise as could be desired, for

the success of the effort which it aims to help. Nor is it a

favorable indication that Mr. Hosmee, editor of the Northern

Independent^ was defeated in the election for delegate from

"Western New-York to the General Conference ; and the same
" conservative " was chosen, who, nearly four years ago, was

appointed to displace him as editor of the local organ of his

Annual Conference. Against this, however, may be set the

failure of Rev. Abel Stevens, the eminently " conservative

"

editor of the grand organ of American Methodism, the New-
York Christian Advocate and Journal, to be chosen delegate

from his— the Providence— Annual Confex-ence, which gave

him but 15 votes, against 91 for his successful competitor.

Last fall, an article in Harper''s Weekly, which the New-York

Tribune says " may be regarded as a sort of manifesto of the

Opposition," urged, among other reasons for not pressing the

proposed amendments of the Discipline, that, besides the

masters of the 30,000 Slaves, estimated to be held by members

of the Methodist Church North, large bodies of " conservative

laymen," in all the large cities and some of the rural districts,

will join in a new secession rather than submit to the suggested

changes ; and that the bulk of the contributors for the payment

of ministers' salaries and other church-expenses, and of the

interest on church-debts for which most of tlie Methodist meet-

ing-houses are mortgaged, are so strongly opposed to the new
rule that, if it is adopted, they will contribute no further toward

the interest on the debt, but will let the church-buildings be

sold under foreclosure of the mortgages. Thus, if these state-

ments are true, the General Conference is, in effect, called on to

choose whether it will have meeting-houses in which to preach

a corrupt j'eligion, or a pure religion and no meeting-houses

wherein to preach it. The threatened secession on the border

appears to have begun, already, in Virginia. On Sunday, the

5th of February last, "two large and influential churches in

Accomac County," against the earnest opposition of the pastor

and presiding elder, " seceded from the Philadelphia Conference,

and joined the Virginia Conference of the Methodist Episcopal

Church South."
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A slight exhibition of the spiiit of the Methodist Church

South is given in a letter from James C. Wilson, one of its

ministers in Texas, to its organ in that State, the Texas Advo-

cate. ZiorCs Herald having asked if men in Texas, who disap-

prove Slavery, may not form an association and hold meetings

from which they exclude Slave-holders. Wilson answers, " No,

forever no ! Texas is a Slave-holding State, every inch of her

wide domain is Slave soil, and, by the blessing of God, shall

be." Slavery, he calls " that gracious and benevolent system

which elevates the heathen cannibal and his children into the

civilized, intelligent, contented, and happy domestics who sur-

round us ; * * « * nay more, into humble, simple, faithful, and

most joyous worshf>ppers of the true and everlasting God. Bless

God for such a system !. " he fervently and piously exclaims.

But he does not say why it is necessary, after these " heathen

cannibals" have become civilized, intelligent, humble, pious, faith-

ful, and all that, it should still be necessary to heep them Slaves.

He continues, " the people of Texas are Pro-Slavery, through

and through ; we do n't apologize for negro Slavery— we glory

in it ; and no society can or shall exist wilain our wide-extended

border which, disqualifies or stigmatizes the Slave-holder." Ad-
dressing the editor, he says, " neither you nor any other man
has said, or is likely to say, in print, one-half as much as the

Methodist Church and the people at large, in Texas, feel on the

subject."

The General Assembly of the Old-School Presbyterian Church

met, about the first of last June, at Indianapolis. Its action,

so far as it bore on the Slave question, confirmed the testimony

we have given, heretofore, against it. The Free- Church Port-

folio^ whose editor formerly belonged to the Old-School body,

and is thoroughly acquainted with its condition, classes its

members as "Anti-Slavery men, who honestly believe the testi-

mony of 1818, that Slavery is a sin, and ought to be put out of

the communion of the Church
;
Pro-Slavery men, who pretend

to believe that Slavery is right, and a Bible institution, a bless-

ing to the master and a still greater blessing to the Slave ; and

Hunkers, who have not one particle of heart or of conscience in

regard to the wrongs of the Slave, but who are eaten up with

the spirit of Church extension and aggrandizement." This last

class "is headed by Dr. Rice, of Chicago, who proved himself,
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at the last General Assembly, the Autocrat of the Presbyterian

Church. He has made war upon the Anti-Slavery paity, and

cor.jiletely crushed it for the time being." The main contest at

that meeting of the Assembly appears to have been for the

control of the North-Westeni Seminary, an institution planned

by "the Anti-Slavery party," to be established at Chicago,

imder the care of the Synods of the North-West instead of the

General Assembly ; with " Drs. M'Master and Thomas, tw o

men as finished scholars, and as well fitted for their posts, as

t\i2 Church could produce," for Professors ; and with the pur-

pose of inculcating the doctrines of the testimony of 1818 upon

theological students who are to be the uture pastors of the

churches. But Dr. Rice managed to /,'et the contemplated

Seminary out of the hands of the Synods, and under the care

of the General Assembly, and to have himself elected to the

most important chair in the Theological Faculty ; while " Dr.

Thomas's name was not even mentioned, and Dr. M'Master
received scarcely what the politicians call a complimentary

vote." The Portfolio adds that " before the vote Avas taken.

Dr. M'Master delivered a speech, in which he showed up the

design of the Slave-power in subjugating the Church by this

movement. It justifies all we have said, and more, as to the

' impudent domination ' of the Slave-power in the afiliirs of the

Old-School Church." As one of tlie "straws" which "show

which way the wind blows," we m-^y mention that, not long

before the sitting of the Assembly, the Secretary of its Board

of Domestic Missions refused to commission, as a missionary to

Californi:!, a young minister educated at Princeton
;
telling him

that "the funds were very low;"— a fiilsehood, for $25,000

wei'e then lying unused in the treasury— but saying to othei*s,

who asked the reason of his refusal, that something in the young

man's character was so bad ht could not mention it. This

" something," Dr. Vandyl"^, of Brooklyn, X. Y., told the As-

sembly that he had found, on investigation, to be that the

applicant was an Abolitionist.

The New-School General Assembly met at Wilmington. Del.,

on the 19th of May. From the Free- Church Portfolio

learn that " at the suggestion of certain New-School brethren,

who desired the Free Presbyterians to unite with them, the

Free Synod seni an overture to the Assembly, proposing terms
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of union." But, through the fearfuhiess or indiiFcrence of the

committee rnto whose hands it went, it "was smothered to

death, and never saw the Ught. The Assembly knew nothing

of it." The reason for suppressing it, the Portfolio says, as

given in a private remark of a member of the Assembly, who
had seen it, was that "from the premises of 1818, it travels on

to the conclusion that Slave-holders should be kept out of tlie

Church, as relentlessly as death follows its victim to the grave.

But we cannot t.Hke any higher ground than we occupy witiiout

endangering oar peace, if not our existence." Tlie Portfolio

also states that " on the roll of the late Assembly were the

names of the Synods and Presbyteries M^iich went off in the

lloss and Netherland stampede, at Cleveland. Had they all

come back with their Slaves and Slavery defences, they would

have been received Avith open arms. ****** In tlie parlor,

the New-School men claim to be good Anti-Slavery men. But

they are Anti-Slavery men after the order of Saint Nicodemus,

You might listen to their preaching and tlieir prayers for many
a long year without ever dreaming that there were four million

of Slaves in the United States, living and dying like heathens."

Statements of two facts which, taken together, are eminently

significant, are at this moment before us. Last summer, or fail,

Stephen Buewek, of Cortland, N. Y., for having sometimes

gone, on Sundays, to hear lectures from "Wendell Phillips,

R. W. EjiERSON, George Wm. Curtis, and others, was excom-

municated from the Presbyterian Chuvch, in Cortland, on a

charge of Sabbath-breaking and neglect of Christian ordinances

;

and, on appeal, the Presbytery and the Synod successively con-

firmed the sentence. A few weeks ago, the Natchez (Miss.)

Courier disclosed the fact that the Rev. George Potts, D. D,,

pastor of a wealthy and fashionable New-School Presbyteiian

Church, in New-York City, but formerly resident in Mississippi,

foreclosed, in 1853, since he came North, a mortgage on fifty-

six Slaves and their issue, and sold the Slaves, in January, 1854,

for about $40,000. We have not yet heard that the Rev. Dr.

has lost ecclesiastical, clerical, 'or social standing on account of

this little business transaction.

From a repoi't made to the General Assembly of the Cumber-

lano Presbyterian Church, at its session in Evansville, la., on

the i?8th of May, it appears that the late treasurer of the
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Assembly, having died a defaulter, tlie trustees obtained judg-

ment and execution against his estate, and, levying upon certain

Slaves thereto belonging, sold them at auction for the Assem-

bly's benefit. The money thus obtained is to go into the

misfMonary treasury— so much of it, at least, as shall not be

consumed in the litigation which we hear is likely to grow out

of the proceeding. Whether " robbery for a burnt-offering " is

more acceptable now, to Him whom the Cumberland Presbyte-

rians profess to Avorship, than it Avas in the days of the old

prophets, is a question which the General Assembly, perhaps,

forgot to consider.

On the 20th of last September, in the Diocesan Convention

of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the Diocese of ITew

York, JonN" Jay presented a petition from several members of

the Church in that Diocese, wliom he described as " men of

high character and position among us. and well known for their

moderate views and conservative principles, who have no wish

to disturb the ti-anquillity of the Church." They referre.1 to the

^ict, "recently made matter of public notoriety," that "the

African Slave-trade hath been reopened and is now prosecuted

from the port of Kew York, within the jurisdiction of this

Diocese ;
" that " the legalizing of said traffic is openly advo-

cated, and the laws denouncing it as piracy are trampled on

with impunity ;
" and they respectfully prayed the Convention

" to take such step as should, to its wisdom, seem meet, to en-

courage a sound. Christian sentiment on this subject, to the

intent that the city cf New York may be purged of its partici-

pation in this stupendous crime." Mr. Jay moved that the

petition be referred to a committee of three clergymen and

three laymen, to report at the next Convention; and spoke

briefly and well in support of his motion. The IVibwie says,

" the petition created quite a sensation in the Convention, and

was received with a sound of suppressed laughter, and a slight

fittempt at hissing. When the question came to a vote, the

resolution was rejected by a very decided majority, and only the

sacredness of the place kept the applause from breaking forth at

this result." Comely, and pleasant to behold, are dignity, and

decorum, and a tender reverence for sacred things!

From the American Baptist^ an Anti-Slavery Baptist journal,

published in New-York city, we learn that the American Bible

21
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Uii..on, an association, under Baptist auspices, for prei^aring and

publishing a revised edition of the Bible, has lately put forth

the Epistle to Philemon, with an elaborate commentary, aiming

to prove " that Onesimus w as an ^ibsconding Slave
;
Philemon,

a Christian Slave-holder; and that Paul returned the Slave to

his rightful master," Southern papers announce that, to coun-

teract the writings of moderate men, like Waylaxd, a new

work on Moral Science, by J. L. Dagg, D. D., President of

Mercer University, is soon to ai3pear, and is to be introduced

into all the southern Baptist colleges ; and that, so conclusive

are its reasoning:^, it is expected to be favorably received at the

North also. li " blows to the winds the doctrine of « equality

of rights,'" maintaining, "with much force, the south-side view

of ihe Slavery r^aestion," We are told that it " is destined to

be the standard in all our southern colleges, and will be used

extensively at the North and West." Whether this prediction

will be verified or riot, we apprehend that writing such a l ook,

using it as a text-book of moral science, or putting its lessons in

pra'^tice, would be no b&r to ecclesiastical fellowship with a

majority of Baptists at the North; whereas, to advocate or

practice communion with persons not iniraersed, would incur

excommunication. On the Slavery question, says the American

JSaptist, " the soutlieru Baptist papers are a unit
;
they are all on

the side of the oppressor. Northern societies pay court to

their brethren of the South, and open wide their arms to solicit

their cooperation, but the South repudiates all union, even Avith

our professedly neutral organizations." On the other hand, we

sometimes meet such testimonies as the Warren (R. I.) Associ-

ation bore, last fall, in the name of its thirty-eight Baptist

churches, and more than seven thousand communicants, by

adopting, on motion of Charles Howard Malcom, of New-

port, a resolution avowing sympathy with the oppressed, and

declaring "that we will use every means within our power,

civil and religious, to bring about the ultimate removal from

our country of a system which, judged by the teachings of

Jesus, is cruel towards men and offensive to God."

The Congregational Association of the State of New York,

at its last meeting, resolved " that the holding of human beings

as property is an immorality, the renunciation of which ought

to be made a condition of membership in the Christian Church,



THE CHURCH. 283

and that this sin is one against wliicli tlie Law of God and the

Gosjiel of Christ ought to he proclaimed, in jireaching, persist-

ently, until the iniquity be overthrown." Whatever credit for

Anti-Slavery growth is due to those who passed this resolution,

the great body of the Congregational churches are far below

the standard of duty, certainly by no means extravagantly high,

which it sets up. Few, indeed, are the churclies of that sect

which practically accept it, with all its logical consequences

:

wliich treat Slave-holding as a sin, shut the Slave-holder from

the privileges appertaining to church-membershij), and " persist-

ently proclaim the Law of God and the Gospel of Christ

against his ti'ansgression." An allusion, now and then, in a

sermon or a prayer, to Slavery not altogether right and

Christian, even the preaching of a whole sermon about it on the

annual Fast, or Thanksgiving-day, f^o.s but a little way towards

that jjersistent proclamation which Jie resolution recognizes as

a duty. Yet even this, we fear, is more than the majority are

prepared to do, while many still persist in advocating or apolo-

gizing for the wrong, or holding fellowship with those who do

so, and by far the greater part continue to sustain such Pro-

Slavery organizations as the Tract Societies and Mission Boards.

It is a sadly significant fact, moreover, that the one soundly

" evangelical " Congregational church in the city of New York,

whose pulpit does " persistently proclaim the Law of God and

the Gospel of Christ against the sin" of holding men as

property, suffers, from those of its own theological household,

such persecution as this age pennits ; and finds so little favor

among professors of Congregational Chiistianity here, that it is

obliged to seek pecuniary aid in a foreign land, to keep it from

dying, as it were, of sheer starvation. Meanwhile the Rev. Dr.

Lord holds the presidency ofDartmouth College, and the high

esteem of the New-England churches and their clergj-^, although

he is notoriously a defender of Slavery as right and Christian,

and predicts its prevalence in New England within " another

eighty years ;
" and his son, the Rev. W. H. Lord, keeps his

place as the popular and honored pastor of a Congregational

church in the capital of Vermont, preaching there, as we are

told he did last Fast-day, " that Slavery is not a wrong or sin
;

"

and the General Association of Congregational Ministers of

Massachusetts chooses Pro-Slavery Dr. Blagden for its Mode-
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rator, and sends a delegate to the New-School Presbyterian

General Assembly, which expresses its "cordial confidence in

the New-England Congregationalists," and in return is congrat-

ulated in their name, by their representative, " on its present

noble position and past record on the subject of Slavery;" and

three Rev. Doctors, Blagden, South-side Adams, and Todd,

with other representatives of New-England Congregationalism,

are invited to Charleston, S. C, and heartily made welcome

there, as helpers in the installation of a IMassaehusetts clergy-

man over a Charleston church and congregation, with no peril

to their standing in the ministry, the Church, or the religious

society of the North on account of their fraternizing with those

who hold, in theory and practice, the blasphemous heresy which

calls Slavery divine ; and Young Men's Christian Associations

at tlie North commission delegates to a Convention of Young
Men's Christian Asso-'lations to be gathered in New Orleans,

although those delegates must submit to the indignity of being

certificated by a magistrate, as untainted with notions danger-

ous to the cherished southern system ; and the spirit of Hindoo

caste, embodied in the "negro pew," still holds its ground in

some of the Congregational churches of highest repute in our

great northern cities, and, among them, in that where ministers

a Rev. Dr. understood to be chiei editor of the probably most

widely-circulated and influential Congregational journal in the

country, claiming withal to be the most Anti-Slavery organ of

its sect ; and other tokens, more than we have space to name,

concur with these to show that this sect, as a whole, is in sub-

stantially the same condemnation as its sister sects of which we

have spoken. Even Henry Ward Beecher's church, Avhich

many have supposed to be over-zealousiy Anti-Slavery, con-

tinues to contribute money, and of course to give moral support,

to the American Board of Foreign Missions. A movement

made last winter, for the discontinuance of the customary yearly

contribution to the Board, Avas defeated through the strenuous

exertions and great personal influence of the pastor, though it

was nobly sustained by a minority, strong in worth if not in

numbers, whose views found eloquent utterance and a masterly

vindication, from the lips of Theodore Tiltox. His victory

in the argument was so complete that it would probably have

won the vote also, but for the pereonal regard of the membei-s
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of the cliurcn for their pa&tor. But whatever was their motive,

their act was a recognition of the Board as Christian in its atti-

tude and policy, and, in the words of Mr. Beecher, as having

" reached a ground of the most positive and substantive Anti-

Slavery truth ;
" although the very documents quoted from, to

prove this, show that the Board concedes that Slaves may be

held without offending " against the law of Christian right
;

"

that, in possible cases its missionaries may properly employ

. Slave-labor ; that they must act on their o\»'n judgment, " under

a sense of responsibility to Christ," in regard to admitting

Slave-holders into the mission churches; and that they cannot

exercise discipline for the mere buying and selling of Slaves, or

for the separation of parents and children by sale or purchase

;

not to mention other points in perfect keeping with these.

In showing how far the American Church is implicated in

the Slave system, Mr. Tiltox cited "an authentic table of

statistics," from which it appears that ministers and members of

the Methodist Church, North and South, hold 219^000 Slaves

;

of the Presbyterian Church, Old-School and New, 77,000

;

Baptists, 125,000; Reformed Baptists [not past the need of

further reformation], 101,000; Episcopalians, 88,000; and all

other denominations, 55,000; making 665,000 human beings

held as chattels by membei's of self-styled Christian Churches

in this country. Now, by the ecclesiastical law and usage of

nearly all the sects, the holders of this multitude of Slaves are

in religious fellowship v/ith an overwhelming majority of the

professed Christians of ^le country
;

or, if any of them are not,

it is for wholly other reasons than their Slave-holding.

The Chui"ch Anti-Slavery Society has been at work during

the year—we hope not altogether in vain— to bring "the

Church " into " its true position in relation to this great problem

of our land and age ;

" but if its success, or the aid or counte-

nance given it by the churches, has been at all commensurate with

its good intentions, the pleasant news has not yet reached us.

We learn, on the other hand, from " a distinguished clergyman,"

who was active in organizing the Society, that " many of the

New-England ministers refuse to come upon its platfom, be-

cause its cardinal doctrine is that Slavery is malum in se.'" It

was announced, indeed, last summer— as a cheering sign of the

movement 's having " faMy begun," by which "Orthodoxy in

24*
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Massachusetts is redeeming itself"— that one church of two

hiindred and fourteen members, in Worcester, Mass., had, after

three weeks' discussion, unanimously adopted resolutions re-

nouncing all fellowship with Slave-holders, and with all who
knowingly and persistently uphold or countenance Slavery;

and declaring that Individuals or churches failing to yield all

their influence to destroy the abomination of Slavery, must be

treated as none of Christ's. But it afterward came out that, of

the two hundred and fourteen members, only fifteen voted on

the adoption of the resolutions
; that, shortly after, a motion to

suspend the monthly collections for the American Board, while

it maintains a Pro-Slavery attitude, was opposed by the pastor,

and rejected by a vote of 21 to 7 ; and though subsequently it

was voted by 14 to 11, to omit the tiext monthly collection, with

an understanding that the action of the Board at its then ap-

proaching meeting should determine the future course of the

church, yet the pastor gave notice that all who chose might

hand their contributions for the Board to the treasurer of the

church, and it was boasted that the collection, which was to

have been omitted, was a larger one than usual.

On the 10th and 11th of last August, a Convention, sum-

moned by a call addressed " to Anti-Slavery Christians through-

out the State'* of Ohio, was held at Columbv.s, "to pray,

deliberate, and give public expression against Slavery." It was
" well attended, particularly by minl-iters," and from the south-

em as well as the northern part of the State, showing, we are

told, " that the Anti-Slavery sentiment is diffused all over the

State." Resolutions were adopted, that Liberty is the law of

Nature and the clearly revealed will of God ; that Slavery is a

most momentous crime, and its turpitude rests on all who, in

any way, help enslave or reenslave human beings ; that govern-

ment cannot legalize it; that the Fugitive-Slave Act has no

essential element of law, and gives no right to reenslave, and

imposes no duty to submit to reenslavement ; that voluntary

agency by a church member in the rendition of a Fugitive

Slave deserves excommunication, and the Zanesville Baptist

Church did right in excommunicating a member who, as United-

States Marshal, restored a fugitive to his claimant; that the

example of the Oberlin-Wellington rescuers is worthy of com-

mendation, and calls for gratitude to God ; and that Christians
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and Christian ministers ought to boar faithful testimony against

the sin of Slavery, ecclesiastically, socially, and politically,

through pulpit and religious press, and pr-i-y importunately for

speedy deliverance to those in bonds. A plan of operations for

the future was presented by a committee, but we do not learn

whether it was adopted. It looked to the appointment of a

committee of twelve, from different parts of the State, and

different denominations, to employ lecturei's, circulate Anti-

Slavery publications, enlist the cooperation of churches and

ministers, establish, if deemed expedient, "a Christian Anti-

Slavery paper," and correspond with friends of the cause in

other States, recommending a similar system of action there,

and proposing a "Northern Cliristian Anti-Slavery Conven-

tion," to be held late in the autumn.

The Reformed Presbyterian [Old-School Covenanter] Synod,

at its meeting in Pittsburg, last June, unanimously resolved

that Slavery is " evil in itself," contrary to the divine word, and

an outrage on our common humanity ; that the Constitution of

the United States is its stronghold, and " therefore Ave will con-

tinue to refuse allegiance to it, or obey its unholy require-

ments;" that the Fugitive-Slave Bill and the Dred-Scott

Decision are such perversions of justice as ought to be violated

in letter and spiriv and the ministry should direct against them

the denunciations of God's word; that as "we discover no

hope for the Slave in any of the political organizations of the

day, we stand aloof from them, and rely on the power of truth

blessed by the Spirit, in the contest with oppression ;
" that it is

" our duty to bear explicit testimony " against , ecclesiastical

organizations which admit Slave-holders within their pale,' and

refuse to testify against this evil ; that our motto i*^, "No union

with Slave-holders, political or ecclesiastical;" that those who
attempt to defend Slavery, from the Bible, are guilty of one of

the worst and most dangerous forms of infidelity ; and " that

we will continue, as God gives us opportunity, to labor and

pray for the deliverance of the cajitives."
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The American Board.

Our last Report spoke of suggestions, at the last preceding

meeting of the American Board, looking to some change

whereby " the Board should be relieved from the embarrass-

ments and perplexities " growing out of the tolerance of Slave-

. holding in the churches of its Indian Missions. The change has

since been partly made. At the last Annual Meeting of the

Board, held in Philadelphia from the 4th to the 7th of last

October, the Prudential Committee reported that they had dis-

continued the Choctaw Mission. But their reason, plainly, was

not that the Mission Church keeps Slave-holders in its com-

munion, nor that the missionaries will not preach, nor that the

Indians will not hear, an Anti-Slavery Gospel; for all these

exist with equal force in relation to the Cherokee Mission,

which is still retained. Besides, the language of the Report

implies that Slave-holding is quite compatible with Christian

character. "In closing our labors among the Choctaws," it

says, " we have the satisfaction of reflecting that a work of per-

manent value has been accomplished in their behalf Whatever

may be said of other attempts to Christianize the aborigines of

our country, there has been no failure here^^ So, if this boast

may be believed, converting men to a religion which permits

them to hold and buy and sell Slaves, and to sunder families

in the traffic, is "no failure of the attempt to Christianize"

them.

So much of the Prudential Committee's Report as related

to 'the Indian Missions, was referred to a Select Committee

of seven, with Rev. Albert Barnes for Chairman. In the

evening of the third day, Mr. Babies— so widely known as

having said that Slavery could not stand a year, but for the

support which the Church gives it— presented a majority Re-

port against the discontinuance of the Choctaw Mission, espe-

cially as it was proposed " solely on the ground of a difference

of opinion between the missionaries and this Board in respect to

the manner of preaching the Gospel, or the application of its

principles to the evil of Slavery,'* ano recommended the refer-

ence of the whole subject to a Special Committee, to report

next year, and that meantime the mission receive the usual

V
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support. Hon. Linus Child and another member of the Com-
mittee joined in a minority Report, speaking of the missiona-

ries among the Choctaws as devoted and fluthful men, whose

labors have been blessed of God to the temporal and spiritual

welfare of the Choctaw nation, and for whom the Board

entertain feelings of the highest respect, confidence, and affec-

tion ; but adding that, nevertheless, " the termination of their

connection will greatly relieve the Board of serious and painful •

eoibarrassments ;

" and recommending, with regret for the

necessity of the movement, that the Board concur in it, but

present to the missionaries the usual amount of a year's

expenses.

The debate on the Reports continued till after midnight.

Mr. Child, in defending his Report, represented that the mis-

sionaries had not conformed to the principles laid down for

their guidance, by the Prudential Committee and the Board, in

1848 and 1854 ; that they resigned in 1855, because of differ-

ence of views between them and the Board, and, when requested

to withdraw their resignation, consented on condition " that the

Board should withdraw all its past action on the subject of

Siaveiy, and leave the missionaries to act in regard to it accord-

ing to their enlightened judgment and the principles of the

Word of God ;

" that " it was impossible, for a moment, to enter-

tain this proposition
;
" that " in 1856 they wrote that they could

not conduct the missions on the basis" prescribed in 1848 ; and

that "their last letter, received within two or three months,

stated that they adhere to their letter of 1856." He argued

that to continue the mission after the missionaries have refused

to " conduct it on the principles laid down by the Board in

1848," is to take "the ground that we must not carry out the

principles of the Gospel in regard to all sin
;

" and his conclusion

was, not that these missionaries, who stand In the way of so

" carrying; out the princi2)les of the Gospel," should be dismissed,

and better men put in their places; but that "the best which

can be done for this mission is to let them seek some other

connection. There is another Board all around them. The

missionaries are all Old-School Presbyterians, and they can

form a connection with that Board." That is, the American

Board can best shun "the ground that we must not cany out

the principles of the Gospel in regard to all sin," by resigning
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the Pro-Slavery mission to "another Board," notoriously as

hostile as the missionaries themselves are to carrying out those

principles against the sin of Slave-holding.

Mr. Child did not explain how it happened that these mis-

sionaries were still in the service of the Board, three or four

years after " it was impossible, for a moment, to entertain " the

conditions on which alone they consented to withdraw their

• resignation. Had he more carefully examined the record, he

might have learned that those conditions were not quite what

he has stated, and that the Board did tacitly accept them,

signifying its assent in the very way which the missionaries

proposed. In 1856 they wrote to the Prudential Committee,

reciting their preA'iously-communicated views— in substance

that the Apostles sanctioned Slave-holding in the Church ; that

SIave-hold.(ng, of itself, is not sufficient ground to excommunicate

a member or reject a candidate ; nor would they discipline for

either merely buying and selling Slaves, or selling children from

their parents; nor would they adopt any train of measures

tending in the end to abolish Slavery— and then added; "If,

with the foregoing views— which are known hy the people

among whom we labor— the Prudential Committee should

deem it wise to continue our support, we are willing to try to

remain in their service. Accordingly, we have estimated our

expenses for the ensuing year. If^ f)n the other hand, the Com-
mittee should not think it best to retain us, we shall not expect

them to grant us the estimates." The New - York Observer, of

Dec. 2, 1858, tells the result, agreeing, also, with the Annual
Report of the Board for 1856. "The Prudential Committee

took the subject into consideration, and, with this letter before

them, made the usual appropriations. The missionaries, being

thus left at liberty to pursue their work in their own way, have

continued to prosecute their labors with their usual success."

This makes quite clear what Mr. Child left unexplained, and

shows that the Board has taken on itself the responsibility for

the missionaries' neglect to " carry out the principles of the

Gospel in regard to " Slavery.

Rev. Dr. Axderson, senior Secretary, was for discontinuing

the mission. "Great difficulties were found in carryinj; it on.

Positive instructions have been given to the missionaries, which

they have disregarded. *#«*** Believing that the mission
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could get along without us, the Prudential Committee voted to

discontinue it." It " could get along without us," the Rev. Dr.

evidently expected, in the way just spoken of by Mr. Child,

the same which Dr. Bacon hinted at less clearly the year be-

fore, that is, by passing into the hands of those who, as Dr.

Bacon worded it, "represent Christianity as a wan*ant for

Slavery, and Christ as the minister of sin." But, in talking of

" positive instructions " given and disregarded, if the Secretary '

had in mind, as we suppose he had, "the letter of 1848," the

missionaries' disregard of whicli is the burden of Mr. Child's

complaint, he is forgetful of the record, too, beyond what one

would look for in a senior secretary. For, in the Annual Re-

port of 1849, the Prudential Committee say emphatically of

that letter, " it expressed opinions, ***** not decisioiis or

instructions. The Committee have given no i7istructions to

the missionaries in relat'on to Slavery
;
they say expressly that

they address their brethren 'with suggestiom and arguments^*

Of course, then, the missi'^naries were at liberty to dissent from

these opinions, and hold these arguments unsound; and when,

having deliberately done so, and told the Board " we will leave

your service unless you are willing avc should do so still," they

are retained, and "the usual appropriations" are made for their

support, year after year, where is their disregard of positive

instructions? or why attempt to lay on them the whole respon-

sibility for the Pro-SlaA'^ery character of the mission, and the

" great difficulties " consequently " found in carrying it on ?
"

Dr. Cheever moved to amend the majority Report by

adding " tiiat in the opinion of the Board the holding of Slaves

should be pronounced an immorality inconsistent Avith member-

ship in any Christian church, and that it should be required

that these missionary churches should immediately put away

from themselves this sin, and should cease to sanction it, even

in appearance." He supported the amendment with a strong

and charncteristic speech, earnestly opposing tho surrender of

the mission, and urging the expulsion of Slavery from the

mission churches. His brother seconded the amendment, but it

found no other support. Dr. Bacon opposed it, earaestly

deprecated agitation, condemned the missionaries with severity,

and wished the matter decided now. The amendment was laid

on the table unanimously; as was also a resolution from
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He^'ry T. Cueever, instructing tlie Prudential Committee to

carry on the Choctaw Mission, employing missionaries who will

comply with the Committee's instructions. Both Reports were

also laid on the table
;

and, more than half an hour past mid-

night, the Report of the Prudential Committee was approved,

adopted, and ordered to be printed. So the Board ratified the

discontinuance of the Choctaw Mission, leaving Its uncured

patients to the care of doctors who regard the flush of fever as

the glow of ruddy health ; and congratulating itself that, if it

has not put away the sin of its complicity with Slave-holding, it

is, at least, " relieved of the serious embarrassments" which have

troubled it so long. But Avhy it should be so relieved, we do

not clearly see, so long as it continues in the same relation to

Slave-holding in the Cherokee Mission, which it has just aban-

doned in the Choctaw.

On tlie morning of the third day of the session. Dr. Cubevee
created an intense excitement by presenting, for. adoption by

the Board, a memorial to Congress, setting forth that one of

the principal obstructions to the progress of civilization and

Christianity in Africa is the Slave-trade there, which owes its

origin and prevalence chiefly to the foreign Slave-trade ; that

citizens of the United States are engaged in this trafiic, and are

combining to re-legalize it ; and that the memorialists, in view

of this crime and sin, and their disastrous eflects on their own
country, as well as upon their missions in Africa, entreat that

the law against tlie trade be rigorously enforced, and the

country be saved from the disgrace of renewing it, and from

the displeasure of the Supreme Ruler.

Dr. ANDERSON said, "this subject is much in the way among
some of the missions. It is, in fact, a question whether the

Board should not withdraw from the African Mission, on

account of the revival of the Slave-trade. [Withdrawal seems

to be the Rev. Doctor's favorite plan in cases of difficulty.

"Flee from the devil, if he resists you," appears to be his read-

ing of St. James.] Something should be done, but he was not

prepared to say whether the Board should memorialize Con-

gress, If it was done, a memorial should be drawn up contain-

ing no expression objectionable to any member of the Board.

[I^ot eveii to Dr. Adams, whose South-side View suggested the

expediency of reopening the trade in question.] He thought
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the best Avay would be to refer the whole matter to a committee,

to be reported on next year." Chancellor Walworth called

the memorial " a fire-brand," and, to get rid of it, " would have

moved the previous question at once, had he gained the atten-

tion of the Board in time." Though " he abhorred the Slave-

trade as much as any one, he feared if the memorial was

referred to a special committee for the year, the motive would

be misconstrued, and collections in the churches greatly im-

paired." About a dozen members, eight of whom were Bev.

Doctors, having spoken on" the subject, and only one "in lavor

of some proper action," without postponement, the memorial

was referred to the Business Committee, which reported, the

next morning, by preamble and resolution, the Board's "un-

qualified condemnation of the African Slave-trade," and "live-

liest regret and alarm at the disposition manifested to revive

it, especially in view of its interfering Avith the missionary

work ;
" yet that, for want of " time to deliberate and deter-

mine properly upon the course to be pursued in so grave a

matter, the whole subject be referred to the Prudential Com-
mittee," for such action as, in their judgment, its relation to

their work demands. This Report was adopted unanimously,

without discussion.

The Board reelected its Pro-Slavery officers, including the

Rev. Doctor of the South-side View, as, of course, was alto-

gether fitting. Its last action was a unanimous vote that the

Prudential Committee make arrangements, annually, for a dele-

gation to the General Assembly of the (Pro-Slavory) Presbyte-

rian Church.

Among the consequences of the Board's decision to give up

.' the Choctaw Mission— not to mention the lamentations of the

i
New -York Observer, and the objurgations of the Journal of
Commerce— was a Convention of Old-School Presbyterians,

called by Rev. Dr. Spri^tg, of New York, and held in that

< city, on the 7th of last March. One of the resolutions reported

. by Dr. Sprixg, as Chairman of the Committee on Resolutions,

affirmed that, on the subject of Slavery, the Presbyterian

Church is, and ought to be, controlled by the c:!iamplc of Christ

and his Apostles; that the Scriptures give no authority for

I'egarding a Slave-holder as an outcast from Christ's kingdom

;

that no church ought to be regarded as unchristianiaed because

25
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some of its members are Slave-holders, and such a principle is

subversive of the spirit of missions ; and to deny the Gosj^el to

a Slave-holding comniunitj'- is a most unwise method of amelio-

rating the evils of Slavery. The discussion to which this led,

as sketched by the Ifeio - York Evangelist^ is eminently instruc-

tive in i-egard to the character of that guardianship to which

the Choctaw Mission has been resigned. Rev. Dr. Murray, of

N ew Jersey, opposed the resolution. " It would produce useless

agitation. The true policy was, not to agitate the subject of

Slavery. We must act discreetly, and many from New England

and elsewhere would contribute. He had little doubt that the

$8,000 [to support the Mission] would be given by those who
had not heretofoi'e contributed to the Presbyterian Board.

There were differences, however, on the subject of Slavery, and

it would be impolitic to endorse it thus without qualification.

The passage of the resolution would greatly lessen our prosj^ects

in New England and elsewhere." Daniel Lord, Esq., " took

the same view, although he thought Slavery, as a tutelage, was

often a benefit to the inferior I'ace. But some in the church

would regi'et the adoption of this resolution, as an unqualified

endorsement of Slavery. Many of our churches contain a large

proportion of New-England men, Scotchmen, and Scotch Irish.

Let us not scatter firebrands among them." Eleazar Lord
" thought eveiy man who comes into the Presbyterian Church

ought to know that we will not have discussion on this subject.

The resolution accords Mith the views of the Church. The

being a Slave-holder is not matter of controversy or church

recognition." Dr. Sprixg said "the Presbyterian Church is

called upon to take sides in this controversy. He did not fear

the result on the churches, congregations, or General Assembly.

These were all with them." A pastor from New Jersey said

" there were strong Abolitionists in his church, who would be

offended if this resolution A\ as passed." Dr. McElroy regarded

it as " simply a question of expediency. There was not a prin-

ciple in the resolution which all did not knoAV the Presbyterian

Church holds to. The question was whether the views should

be thrown out at this juncture. He had bought and sold

Slaves, and under similar circumstances would dp so again.

He preached the same views from his pulpit." Dr. Plumer
" hoped the Convention would take no Pro-Slavery or Abolition
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ground. They were merely to say to those who have con-

tributed to the American Board, but are now dissatisfied, we
are in a way to receive your aid, without annoying you with

further agitation." Finally, on report of a committee to whom
the subject was referred, resolutions were adopted, declaring

" that the Convention recognizes no standard in the missionary

enterprise, but the conduct and instructions of Christ and his

Apostles; that the missions of the Presbyterian Chui'ch have

been conducted on this principle ; that the existence of Slavery

in tiie community, and of Slave-holders in the Church, is no

ground for withdrawing the Gospel from them
;

that, in their

conduct of the Choctaw Mission, the beloved and honored

missionaries of the American Board had never departed from

these principles ; and that in so modestly and firmly adhering

to them, at every sacrij^ce, they deserve our implicit confidence,

and shall receive our hearty support and patronage."

The Tkact Societies.

The last Annual Meeting of the American Tract Society was

held in ISTew-York City, on the 11th of last May. Immediately

after the opening exercises, and a brief statement by the chair-

man of the Executive Committee, .reviewing the doings of the

Society since it began, thirty-four years ago, during which time

no word of dissension had been heard among the members

of the committee, Rev. Dr. McGee moved that the officers

of the preceding year, except the Executive Committee, be

reelected. Mr. Benedict, rising to move, instead, a resolution

to instruct the officers as to their conduct of the Society's

affiiirs, Avas interrupted by cries of "Order" and, the chair

deciding him out of order, he sat down. Then Rev. Dr.

PatToit took the floor, and moved to postpone Dr. McGee's

motion, in order to ofier a resolution which, amid wild con-

fusion, hisses, whistling, cries of "Order," "Sit down," and

"Question," he tried to read. For some time his voice was

drowned by the clamor, but at last, at the suggestion of Rev.

Dr. Spuing, the turbulen<} conservatives became quiet long

enough for the resolution to be read. It denounced the Afri-

can Slave-trade as anti-christian and inhuman ;
spoke of iadi-
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cations that it is, or is about to be, reopened by adventurers

from this country ; declared that the only barrier to it is the

morial sense enlightened by the Gospel; and directed the

Publishing Committee to issue, during the year, a tract or

tracts adapted to arouse the religious sentiment of Evangelical

Christians against the trade. Dr. Pattox was going on to

speak upon his motion, when the president stopped him, on

the ground that the Society had no right to instruct the com-

mittee. A motion to lay the resolution on the table was car-

ried by a very large majority, the vote eliciting "immense

applause."

To avoid the objection to Dr. Patton's resolution, Mr.

WoLCOTT offered one, the same in substance, except that, in-

stead of instructing the committee, it declared that the publi-

cation of the tracts proposed would " meet the warm approbation

of this Society." He attempted to speak, but the tumult was

renewed, and only fragments of sentences could be heard. Dr.

Alexaotjeb thought it out of oi'der to discuss the merits of the

resolution, on the motion to postpone another motion; Mr.

WoLcoTT, trying to explain, was hooted down ; and the presi-

dent sustaining Dr. Alexander's objection, the motion to

postpone Dr. McGee's motion was put and rejected by a very

large vote, "followed by great applause, with a few hisses."

Another attempt by Mr. Wolcott to get a hearing was rudely

clamored down, and the Society, by a vote of 331 to 23, reelect-

ed its old officers, including Dr. South-side Adams, and adding

Wm. C. Alexander, of New Jersey, as vice president, and

Christopher B. Gaston, of Charleston, as director.

Mr. John Jay then offered a resolution, which recited the

femous fourth resolution of 1857, about the duty of fraternally

discussing the duties and evils growing out of Slavery ; alluded

to the "special apology" offered in 1858, for the non-perform-

ance of that duty in the year then past; affirmed that no
sufficient reasons now appear for continuing to neglect it, while

there are weighty reasons for the prompt fulfilment of it : and
concluded by instructing the Publishing Committee to publish,

during the coming year, one or more tracts on the moral evils;

and vices which Slavery is known to promote, and which are

so much deplored by Evangelical Christians. Daniel Lord,

Esq., a Pro-Slavery lawyer of some note, retained, it is said, by
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the Tract-House managers, to defend their policy, immediately

took the floor against the resolution, and contended that the

Society has no right to instruct its officers, its functions being

only to elect them ; then they are to do the work, according to

their own discretion. Afraid to expose his sophistry to the

ordeal of a reply, he closed with the undebatable motion— with

a view, he said, to make it a test question for this time and for

all time— that Mr. Jay's resolution be laid on the table; and

thus, by a cowardly and dishonorable trick, quite worthy of his

cause and of his argument, put a sudden end to the discussion.

Rev. Dr. Thojipson asked if he roeant to cut off all debate.

" In this meeting, I do," he promptly answered. " You can get

enough of it in the Independent^ Mr. Jay claimed the right

to sjjeak, but his voice was drowned by loud cries and hisses,

and, amid the utmost confusion, Mr. Lord's motion was put

and carried by a large majority.

When the clamor had somewhat subsided, Mr. "Wolcott

renewed his attempt to present his resolution touching the

Slave-trade; and, after persevering for some time through a

storm of cries and groans and hisses, succeeded in reading it

and saying a few words upon it. As to the impossibility of cir-

culating tracts, he said that the first order for a thousand copies

of a tract published by the Boston Society, after this Society

had refused to publish it, came from the South. Rev. R. W.
Clark supported the resolution, said the Society had published

tracts on si^ecific sins, was convinced that by adopting this

resolution it would plant itself on a rock, but he trembled for

its future if it would not utter its sentiments on a traffic which,

if reopened, would peril the existence of the Republic. Mr.

Hiram Ketciium thought this was not the place to discuss

these questions. He loved debate, but if abstract questions

were allowed, there was no end of debate. He was not to be

told he was a Pro-Slavery man either. After eulogizing soLie

of the southern bishops, and declaring that if there was a suc-

cessor to the Apostles it was Bishop Meade, of Virginia, he

ended by moving that the resolution be laid on the table. The
motion was carried by a large vote. [The Washington Republic

calls attention to the fact that the preamble to this resolution is

precisely the same as of that offered in Congress, by Mr. Ethe-

BiDGE, of Tennessee, two years before, and adopted by a

25*
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majority of about two to one. The Tract Society, organized to

promote " vital godliness and sound morality," laid it on the

table, by, a large majority
!]

Even Dr. Sprikg thought this was going rather too far in

subserviency to the Slave-power. He was evidently alamied

for the effect it might produce on the public mind at the N ort'i.

He "regretted that the resolution was proposed, but doubly

regretted that the Society should lay it on the table. I accede,"

he said, " most cordially, to the vote on the question conclu-

sively settled by my learned friend. Mi-. Lord, but the gentle-

men who differ from us have crowded us into a narrow jjlace

here. "Will you lay upon your table a resolution simply affinn-

ing— without instructing— that it would gratify the Society

should the Publishing Committee issue a tract in regard to that

accursed traffic? In this nineteenth century, after the noble

efforts of such men as Clarkson and Wilberforce, [Ye build

the tombs of the prophets!] I am sorry to sec the Society hesi-

tate to declare itself against this infernal traffic. Yen stand on

the brink of a deep abyss, and are making shipwreck of morality

and God. I think as to Slavery in the southern States, this

Society ought to be silent
;
[Is Slavery less " inferaal " than its

mere incident, the Slave-trade ?] but, on the naked question of

approving or disapproving the African Slave-trade, we ought

not to be silent." To avoid "such a dilemma," he proposed

a resolution, that the Society had not laid the preceding

resolution on the table from any doubt in relation to the sin

of the African Slave-trade, or the great wickedness of reviv-

ing it in any form. This, he said, the Society ought to adopt,

in justice to itself and the cause of Christianity. Nothing

less would save them from a year of conflict and of deserved

obloquy.

Mr. Jay, attempting to speak, was met with another uproar,

but, persevering till silence was partially restored, was able to

e7:plain, briefly, that his resolution was no new thing, but what

the Society had adopted in former years, and now the reasons

for such action were ten thousand times stronger than then.

He claimed, as a right, that Slavery should be discussed in a

Christian and fraternal manner. Rev. Dr. Van Pelt " thought

Slavery a controverted question ; he was satisfied that God told

Moses if the children of Israel wanted Slaves they were to go
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and buy them of the heathen. If it was right then, why is it

not right now ? " Whence we infer that the Rev. Dr. does not

think the African Slave-trade "wicked" and "sinful" and "ac-

cursed " and " infernal." Another case of doctors disagreeing

;

but we must say the Dutch-named Dr. seems to us the more

consistent of the two. Mr. Hiram Ketchum wished the other

Dr. to allow an amendment to his resolution, so as to read "the

individual n^embers of the Society." He thought the Society^

as such, had nothing to do with the subject.

Dr. Bacon asked if the Society has no right to express its

own opinion, where under heaven it gets the right to express

his, as an individual member. "This Society," he continued,

" has a tract on the evils of tobacco, yet one of the venerable

brethren has, this morning, handed out a paper and asked me to

take a quid. We are told the business of the Society is to

circulate tracts. It circulates ti-acts against the use and culture

of tobacco; yet of these venernble men who handed us the

regular ticket to vote, to-day, how many are there on whose

consciences rests the deadly sin of using tobacco ! This Society

may have and circulate opinions which, if universally adopted,

would send desolation through the lower counties of Virginia,

and along the banks of the Connecticut; but we are to have no

opinion at all about a wickedness which the laws of the United

States, for more than forty years, have pronoanced to be a crime

against human nature— piracy. Is there any member of the

Executive Committee of this Society, just reelected, on whose

table sparkles the red wine? I know there is. Any whose

parlors echo to the feet of the merry dancers ? I know there

is. Yet here we bind these burdens about dancing and to-

bacco and wine-drinking, and lay them on men's shoulders,

when ours bear not the least part of that burden. Is it not

time to have done with such foolery, and address ourselves to

the weightier matters of the law." Refen-ing to the assertion

that tracts on Slavery could not be circulated at the South, he

, said that his son, who was in New Orleans when the South-side

View of Slavery w^as issued by a member of this Publishing

Committee, went to the bookstores there to see if it could be

found. It was not there; but wherever he went he found

Uncle Tom's Cabin. Dr. Bacon went on to charge the Society

and Executive Committee with faithlessness in regard to the
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Soutb, and said the statements of a lack of Anti-Slavery feeling

there were slanders upon the best portions of the southern

States. [In this part of his remarks he was almost silenced by-

hisses and cries of " Question,'* &c.] •'A year ago the subject

of the African Slave-trade would have been called an abstrac-

tion. A year hence it will be a political question. In a year or

two more we may have ministers preaching here in New York,
' if you want niggers, go and buy them of the heathen,' that is,

of the Africans." He hoped Dr. Spring's resolution would be

carried, that even t'/iat faint testimony of the moral sense of the

Society might not be obliterated. Professor Crosby " looked

upon such action as inexpedient. It would open the door for

expressions of opinion upon matters which would create . en

more discussion. !S"ext year they might be called upon to

express their opinio.i upon the introduction of Slavery into the

Territories." Rev. Dr. Thompson, to show the need of pass-

ing such a resolution, referred to the fact that when the Society

published Mr. Gurnet's book on The Love of God, in the

passage, " if this love had always prevailed among professing

Christians, where would have been the African Slave-trade ? " it

changed "African Slave-trade" to "tortures of the Inquisition."

He thought the passage of this resolution would place the Soci-

ety right before the community.

After some further discussion the resolution was adopted

;

thus putting the Society in an attitude which, in relation to a

less sadly serious matter, would be truly ludicrous ;
and, in this,

most clearly showing the folly and absurdity of trying to serve

God and not offend the devil. For in one breath it has

emphatically refused to approve the publication of a tract

against a practice, which, in the next, it calls a sin and a oreat

wickedness. In fact, it has said by resolution, in brief, what it

is unwilling to have its Publishing Committee say more at

large, in a tract, with demonstration of its truth, and proper

practical inferences therefrom; but what, if true, renders its

duty as a promoter of " vital godliness and sound morality

"

imperative and urgent, to counteract, with hearty zeal and per-

sistent vigor, the attempt notoriously making to revive the

traffic it has so characterized. The Society next proceeded to

the regular Anniversary exercises, heard the Reports of Secre-

tary and Treasurer, and addresses from several speakers, and
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adopted resolutions gratefully recognizing " God's ricli blessing

upon the Society's labors and publications;" "rejoicing to

cooperate with the missions of our several respected Boards ;

"

and taking encouragement, from the results of the " hannonious

cooperation of Christians, of various names, in the diffusion of

saving truth," to " cherish ' the unity of the spirit in the bond of

peace.' " How beautifully this was done at that very meeting,

its rude trampling on the rights of the minority, its clamor and

hisses and despotic suppression of debate as soon as the mouth-

pieces of the majority had had their say, and all its turbulent

and indecorous proceedings, which we have only faintly sketch-

ed, abundantly bear witness.

The Boston American Tract Society held its Annual Meeting

on the 23rd of May last, and, without discussion, adopted, almost

unanimously, a resolution rescinding the vote of 1825, which

made it a branch of the New-York Society, and resuming " its

original position as an independent national institution
;

" with

the hope " that the two Societies may henceforth operate in

their different spheres with harmony and gi*eatly increased use-

fulness, in promoting the glory of our common Lord, and the

salvation of souls." It indefinitely postponed, by a nearly

unanimous vote, a resolution advocated by Rev. Mr. Copp, of

Chelsea, and Rev. Dr. Kikk, of Boston, but decidedly opposed

by Rev. Messrs. Dexter, Wolcott, and others, avowing

charity, forbearance, love, and Christian regard toward tbe

New-York Society, and a hope so to act " as to avoid all just

causes of strife between us, and, ' far as possible, to conduct

our operations in harmony and ;e Avith theirs, as brethren

and Christians, having, in the main, the same great objects in

view." It adopted the resolution, laid on the table at the New-
York meeting, approving the publication of tracts against the

Slave-trade ; then chose anew mainly the old Board of Officers,

who have always favored the policy of the New-York Society;

some of the more Pro-Slavery membei-e being left out only be-

cause they formally declined a reelection. It seems, too, that

separation from their old associates does not necessarily involve

the withholding of " material aid
;
" for the last March number

of the New-York Society's monthly organ acknowledges $1,000

received into its treasury from the Boston Society, in payment

for jmblications. < ...• ..»:.; r -
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The Boston Society has published, during the past year,

seven tracts bearing more or less upon the Slave question. One
of these, an able ^indication of the Bible from the charge

of sanctioning Slavery, is a work of nearly unexceptionable

excellence, maintaining substantially the doctrines, and with

substantially the arguments, published by the American Anti-

Slavery Society more than tv/enty years ago. Another touches

Slavery but incidentally, condemning it, however, and implying

also a condemnation of the spirit of caste in the northern

Church. But the Society has set a more emphatic implication

in the opposite direction, by putting upon its Executive Com-
mittee the pastor of the church in Park Sti-eet, Boston, which

by its practice and by-laws has established caste in its own
house of worship, and still maintains it there, without rebuke

from him. The other tracts, although containing much which

w« can heartily commend, are all in greater or less measure

flawed with errors, express or implied, of doctrine or of fact.

In one is an attempt to show how a man may continue a Slave-

holder, under certain circumstances, without sin. Another

Jmputfistrte God the curse on Canaan, which, the Bible says,

Noah uttered after he " awoke from his wine," of which " he

drank and was drunken." Another assumes that the laws of

Moses "temporarily tolerated" Slavery among the Hebrews;

that the Slave-holders of this countiy enjoy a true " Gospel

ministry ; " and that the caste which exists in the American

Church is caste "in the Kingdom of God." Another implies

that those who, for " twice ten years," have " strenuously ex-

cluded" the subject of Slavery " from the prayer-meeting, the

monthly concert, and the sanctuary^" are the people of God

;

and affirms that " every mode of opposition " to Slavery, except

prayer, " has been vigorously employed ;

" that " the moral influ-

ence of the nation has bome against it with a pressure seem-

ingly irresistible
;
" and that " political measures have been tried

in good faith, and with the utmost energy." Another repre-

sants the Society as dreading " equally the danger of having

any child grow up in the belief that Slavery is not an enormous

evil— a wrong to the Slave, and a siil against God," and "the

danger of creating in their minds indiscriminate prejudices

against all who hold the legal relation of owners of Slaves."

Jiiat ie, ri? we u'lderstand it rightly, the Society is equally
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anxious to teach cliildren that Slavery is a great sin, and that

men may " liold the legal relation of owners of Slaves," without

being sinners.

Foreign Intelligexce,

Within the year just past, some of the most active friends of

the Anti-Slavery cause in Great Britain have Legun a new
movement, whose purpose is more fully to enlist the moral and

religious influence of the British pGo])le in aid of the American

Abolitionists. On the 28th of May last, a meeting held in Lon-

don organized "The London Emancipation Committee," with

George Thompson for its chairman. Among the speakers at

the meeting were the Haytian Minister, the Secretary of the

Haytian Legation, and one of the Magistrates of Surinam. Res-

olutions were unanimously adopted, announcing that among the

objects of the committee will be to guard the British public

against the unwarranted assumption of Anti-Slavery character

by Pro-Slavery visitors ; to j^rotest against the union of the re-

ligious bodies of Great Britain with the Pro-Slavei-y churches

of America; to collect and diffuse information as to Slavery

generally, and especially as to its aspects in the United States

;

to assist deserving Fugitive . Slaves who may visit Great Britain

as representatives of their race; to cooperate with kindred

Anti-Slavery Committees and Societies in the United lOng-

dom, and with the American Anti-Slavery Society and other

foreign bodies having the same object in view ; to welcome,

and aid in the prosecution of their Anti-Slavery labors, all visit-

ors accredited by, or belonging to, the American Anti-Slavery

Society or its auxiliaries ; and to hold, on each anniversary of

the abolition of British Colonial Slavery, a public meeting to

celebrate that event, and to promote the cause of negro emanci-

pation, especially in the United States. Resolutions of s}Tnpa-

thy with Dr. Cheever, and congratulating Miss REsrOjS© upon

the Quccess of her mission in Great Britain, were also unani-

mously adopted. From the Glasgow JSritish Friend, of the

2nd of last April, we learn that "George TnoMPSON has once

more thrown himself vigorously into the Anti-Slavery field;

and has, for the last two months, been holding large, enthusi-
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astic, and effective meetings both in England and Scotland,"

rnth. tb? prospect of proceeding to Ireland, after some further

labor in Edinburgh and Glasgow.

Last .Tune an address was sent from the Baptist Union of

Great Britain and Ireland to the Baptist Chui'ches in the

"Cfnited States. It referred, "with lively satisfaction," to " the

large measure of civil and religious liberty" enjoyed here, and

to the "wide-spread revival of religion in the Union during

many months past;" then glanced with "grief and indigna-

tion " at the evils of Slavery, and " with pungent regret " at the

Fugitive-Slave Bill, the Dred-Scott Decision, and " the violent

measures employed in Kansas to extend the hateful system;"

lamented that " many who bear the honored names of Christians,

and of Baptists, connive at, and plead for the maintenance of

Slavery, and share alike in its cruelties and its gains
;
" expressed

gratification that increasing numbers of the Baptist body

here abstain from so doing, and protest against the evil, using

their influence and recording their votes in favor of Freedom

;

and avowed an " earnest wish that in this important enterprise

all were 'of one heart and of one soul.'" "Wo are waiting

with much hiterest," it continued, " to see what influence the

late revival of religion among you will exercise on behalf of the

Slave. ****** If it should not promote a change in the

prevailing views and feelings with regard to Slavery, and to

further wise and peaceful efforts to let the oppressed go free,

we shall be grievously disappointed, and shall fear that we have

much oven-ated its worth." It concluded, "We implore you,

beloved brethren, to put forth your noblest energies in endeav-

oring to terminate a system which is the darkest stain on the

banner of the Union, and the most lamentable source of divi-

sion and weakness in your churches." In October last, " The

First Calvinistic Baptist Church in England sent an address to

the Baptist Churches in the United States, telling them "a

great work devolves on you in separating from the defences of

American Slavery the prestige and moral influence which they

derive from connivance or open advocacy in the churches, by

the members or the ministers of your communion ;
" aflirraing

that "American Slavery contains, in itself, elements which can

never exist but in direct hostility to God," and "is sujiported

by means which cannot be tolerated without rebellion against
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the Cluist of God;" and that, "instead of compromising the

laws of Christ by which these sins are condemned and the pei*-

petrators of theui called to repentance or excommunication,

the time and the occasion call for greater faithfulness ; " and
enumerating, among the results and incidents of Slavery which
place its "agents, authors, and defenders more prominently

forward than any other men," as proper objects of a faithful

Christian discipline, " your assemblies for prayer, in which fuur

millions of your own enslaved citizens must not be named
;
your

conversions, which bring no compassion for the oppressed and

no abhorrence of the impure ; and your ministers, who, defend-

ing this barbarous crime, blaspheme the name of Jesus."

The Appeal of Anti-Slavery Methodists, in this country, to

foreign Methodists, of which we spoke on a former page, was

promptly published by the Leeds Young-Men's Anti-Slavery

Society, sis soon .^s it reached England ; and copies were sent,

with a memorial from that Society, to the several Conferences

then about to assemble in that country. The " Methodist New
Connection," on receiving it, immediately resolved "that a me-

morial be sent to the General Conference of the Methodist

Episcopal Church in the United States, earnestly entreating

our brethren to purify their Church by ceasing to hold com-

muniou with Slave-holders." The "Assembly of the United

Methodist Free Churches," meeting at Sheffield, unanimously

adopted a resolution declaring that it "rejoices in the movement
for excluding Slave-holders from church-fellowship in the Amer-

ican Methodist Episcopal Churcli North, and, therefore, will

gladly avail itself of the opportunity of addressing a respectful

memorial, on this subject, to the General Conference of the

aforesaid Church, to urge it to employ its po^/erful influence for

the suppression of Slavery." The "Wesleyan Conference,"

assembled at Manchester, received the Appeal directly from

this country, as well as the memorial in support of it from the

Leeds Young-Men's Anti-Slavery Society, and appointed a

committee to prepare a suitable address on the subject, from

the English to the American Conference.

The manufacturers of Great Britam are evidently setting

themselves, with serious earnestness, to the solution of a ques-

tion which must have an important bearing on the interests of

American Slavery— that of the practicability of obtaining else-

26
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where than in this country a supply of cotton for their mills.

The efforts to encom-age the cotton culture in Africa are report-

ed as increasingly successful; and not only is perseverance

encouraged by the increase in quantity, but the quality of the

African cotton said to be such as to give high hopes of its

complete success in competition with the American. At a

meeting in Liverpool, last summer, it was stated that " cotton

from any part of Africa will sell in Liverpool or Manchester for

two pence or three pence a pound more than the East-India

product, which indicates that the quality of African cotton is at

least equal to that of the American." The Cotton-Supply

Association, in Manchester, has lately received from Dr. Liv-

ingstone "samples of excellent cotton and cotton-yari spun

by the natives, well spun and very strong," produced "in the

valley of the Shire," where cotton is said to be " so abundant

that a vast number of cotton trees are annually burned to the

ground." Among the samples was a ball of yam weighing 16^

ounces, which cost one penny. Rivers navigable a great portion

of the year traverse the valley ; " it is therefore evident," says

the Manchester Guardian, " that a large supply of cotton may
be i-eadily obtained from this part of Africa by the adoption of

an effective agency." Lord BnouGriAM, in a speech in Parlia-

ment, a few weeks ago, alluded to the " gTcat facilities for the

growth of cotton " presented by sorfie of the British Colonies,

and hoped that the government would encourage the cultiva-

tion of it in Jamaica and British Guiana
;

and, "above all, he

trusted that a trade- in cotton would be opened upon tlie east

coast of Africa, in the districts explored by Dr. Livingstone
;

for, upon the high lands of tlia t country, cotton to any amount,

and of the best quality, might, with a slight encouragement, be

I'aised."

At the xAinnual Meeting of the British and Foreign Anti-

Slavery Society, on the 28th of last May, Cuaules Buxton,

M. P., was one of the speakers. Alluding to the state of the

West Indies, he said, " In this i tspect the friends of emancipa-

tion had great cause for triumph. It v/as true those islands had

suffered great calamities, though not because of emancipation,

but because of the destruction of the monopoly in sugar, and

because monopoly aiid Slavery had engendered a state of

society so unsound that a collapse was sometime or other inevi-
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table. That time had now, however, passed away; and the

statistics of the Board of Trade, the reports of the governors of

the colonies, and the reports of private individuals all testified

that emancipation was, at last, producing its proper fruits, and

that these islands were fast rising into a state of great wealth

and prosperity." Rev. W. B. Ingram, of British Guiana, said.

" the West-India Colonies were never so prosperous as at the

present time. In British Guiana, during the twenty-one years

since freedom, the colored population had acquired property

and held conveyances of it from the British Government to the

amount of a million sterling. Before freedom not one of them

knew a letter of the aljihabet; now, every adult could read

while the children were receiving as good an education as were

the children of the Avorking classes in this country. A large

number of young men are also being trained up for the preach-

ing of the Gospel, and others as select teachers. The exports

of British Guiana are larger than they ever were in the palmy

days of Slavery. Then the sugar exported Avas eighteen or

nineteen thousand hogsheads
;
Avhile, last year, it amounted to

53,000." Rev. John Clark, of Jamaica, declared that "it

would be easy to show that emancipation, so far from injuring

the planters of Jamaica, had really averted the ruin of that

island. For years previous to freedom the exjjorts of sugar had

been diminishing in such a ratio that, had it continued to ule

present year, not ten hogsheads would have been exported, and

in three or four years more none at all ; whereas they now ex-

port 53,000 hogsheads a year, with the prospect of a yearly

increase." [A table now before us, published from the Journals

of the Assembly of Jamaica, two years before the date of com-

plete emancipation in that island, shows that, in the sixteen

yeare immediately preceding, the exports of sugar thence had

fallen off from. 123,850 hogsheads in 1820, to 68,364 in 1836.]

At a meeting on the first of last August, to celebrate the

Anniversary of West-India Emancipation, Governor Hincks, of

Barbadoes, maintained that "the emancipated population of

those colonies have triumphantly vindicated their right to free-

dom, and the justice of the Act of Emancipation by the signal

progress they have since made, morally, religiously, and politi-

cally ; " and declared his belief that the planters were them-

selves convinced of the good results of emancipation. He had
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not arrived at the convictions lie entertained from his experi-

ence in Barbadoes only, but had carefully examined the subject

in the southern States of America, in Cuba, and in the other

colonies of the West Indies."

The £Jdinburgh Iteview^ for April, of last year, in an article

on the alleged ruin of the West Indies through the idleness of

the negroes, since emancipation, showed, from official statistics,

that although during several years since 1846 the planters

suffered much, and some of them were indeed reduced to ruin,

yet so far was their distress from being due to the want of labor

and a consequent decrease of production, that at that very

period production was largely on the increase. The exports of

sugar to Great Britain, in the six years ending with 1846,

amounted to 14,629,550 cwt. In the next six years, to the end

of 1852, 17,918,362 cwt.; a gain of 3,288,812 cwt., or very

nearly 22|^ per cent. In the next six, to the end of 1858,

18,443,341 cwt., a stiil further gain; besides which, a large

quantity had gone to the United States, Australia, and other

countries, to which a trade entirely new had sprung up, whereof

there are no published returns. Including this, the gain of. "the

third period over the second would probably be fully equal to

that of the second over the first. In the eight years ending

with 1846, the whole production of sugar in the British West
Indies was just about 20,000,000 cwt. In the next eight years,

24,500,000 cwt., a gain of 22^ per cent. In 1832 and 1833, the

last two years of Slavery, the British sugar colonies exported

8,471,744 cwt. of sugar. In 1856 and 1857, to Great Britain

alone, 8,736,654 cwt., besides a large export to other countries,

including the supply of that new trade above mentioned. Thus

it will be seen that, m the latter period, the export to Great

Britain alone exceeded, by more than three per cent, that to

Great Britain and all other countries, in the former peiiod.

Such is the "ruin" which emancipation causes. Whence, then,

came the admitted distress of the planters, in the five or six

years following 1846? From the fall in the price of sugar,

caused by the withdrawal of protective duties ; a cause with

which the negroes had nothing to do, and the effects of which,

therefore, it would be absurd and unjust to impute to their fault-

West-India sugar, which, in 1840, sold for 49s. per cwt., exclu-

sive of duty, had sunk, in 1848, to 23s. 5d. In the eight years
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ending with 1846, the average price was 37s. 3d. per cwt. lu

the next eight years. 24s. 6d.— less than two thiixls as much—
so that the larger crop of the latter period sold for $34,000,000

less than the smaller crop of the former period. But prices

have risen again, while also, as we have seen, crops have con-

tinued to increase. In 1857 the value of sugar exported to the

United Kingdom alone was more than $26,000,000 ;
exceeding,

by about $3,000,000, the average yearly value of the whole

production in the period of high prices before the end of 1846

;

and, by more than $7,000,000, the yearly average of the eight

succeeding years of low prices.

The London Anti-Slavery Reporter^ for June last, has a

letter from a superintendent of schools in the parish of Claren-

don, Jamaica, having more than three hundred negro childi*en

under his care. To show his competency to judge of the sub-

ject on which he writes, he states that he had spent twelve

years in conducting public schools in Scotland, and obtained-

his last school there by competition with three hundred candi-

dates, " and, therefore, must know wbat teaching is, and what

progress scholars should make." He then affirms his candid

conviction that the children in one of his schools, numbering

one hundred and thirty, would contrast favorably with those

of the same age in any school throughout Great Britain ;

" ad-

ding, " I have proved, within the last three years, that the negi'o

children can learn every branch of education quite as speedily

and accurately as the English children, and that the emanci-

pated people can appreciate proper education for their children,

and pay for it, too, as regularly and cheerfully as the English, or

even the Scotch people do."

• While our much esteemed friend and fellow-laborer, Theo-

dore Parkee, was sojourning in the Danish West Indies, last

spring, for the benefit of his health, seriously impaired by his

too severe exertions in the cause of humanity, one of his fellow-

travellers wrote from Santa Cruz, under date of April 3, to a

friend in this country : " I often think how delighted you would

be with the results of emancipation as we see them all around

us, and have abundant opportunity to examine them; not, as

with us, some individuals or a family set free, and earning a

hard subsistence, xinder painful circumstances,, in an ungenial

climate ; but twenty thousand people raised at once from the

26*
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condition of cattle to that of responsible beings— protected

(and assisted if need be) by the government ; and all this in

the tropical climate suited to their nature, and in the ve\y

bouses where they once lived the miserable life of a Slave.

****** The thrifty and industrious already succeed in

laying up enough to put themselves forward in the world, build

a comfortable little home in town, and bring up their children

to trades. They do not, like persons of some nations, lie flat

down upon you, if you lend them a helping hand. On the con-

trary, they have great pride in being independent. Of course,

it is not all couleiir de rose. The profitable vice, for the masters'

gain, which has always been encouraged among them, carries

its poison among them yet, though thjy are gradually accjuiiing

a pride of matrimony. A noble young man here, an Episcopal

minister, is laboring most wisely, unweariedly, and much at his

own expense, for the moral and intellectual elevation of the

colored people. ****** The tears would have been in

your eyes, this morning, to see his Sunday-moraing school for

adults, many of whom had walked five miles, under this scorch-

ing sun, to attend. He has established a day school for children

of his parish, and I was never so pleased with any School I have

ever visited. He thinks the blacks capable of receiving as much
instruction as the whites, judging from the t".v o years of trial in

this school. The progress has been surj)rising indeed."

Mrs. Frances D. Gage, writing from the same place, four

days earlier, dwells with lively satisfaction on various tokens of

the happy influence of freedom upon the condition of the island

;

and seems in none to find more j)leasurs than in the sight of

groups of children gathering to the schools., " well-dressed, neat

and clean," and not one failing, as the travellers passed, " to lift

the hand and wish us a good morning, with a bright, pleasant

smile. The school-house, large, airy, well-ventilated, capable of

accommodating two hundred children, would be an honor to

many a country place even in New England. ****** "VVe

passed three of these school-houses, well filled with children

studying or reciting their lessons. These were the children of

the field-hands. These schools are established by the Danish

government. There are nine of them on the island. Besides

the government schools there are many others, some kept up by

private endeavors, some by church influence. The teachers tell
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me that the children learn quite as fast as white children. One
gentleman here assures me that the children born in freedom

are much brighter, smarter, and better looking than those bom
in Slavery, taking them en masse ; and no one has yet asserted

that the emancipated Slaves were not as moral as before, while

many admit that they are more so, and improving." Of the

laborers, Mrs. Gage says, " The law will not allov/ an overseer

or manager to strike them; they work only ten hours per day,

unless they choose : Saturdays and Sundays are their own

;

each man and woman is entitled to a f jjot of land, to till for

vegetables; the laborers on an estate own all the fruit that

grows upon the estate, and each laborer is paid by laAV for all

his lawful working hours, and extra for all hours he chooses to

work that are not lawful; and men and women receive the

same price (mark that, too,) for the same labor."

On the 20th of last September Slavery was completely abol-

ished in the Dutch East Indies, compensation being granted to

the masters. A Commission awarded to each his share, and the

sum was in the treasury awaiting the order of claimants ; " but

at Surabaya," says the Xew-York Tribune^ " as we learn from

a letter in The Hong Kong Register^ many of the Slave-holders

refused to receive an equivalent for their pecuniary sacrifice,

preferring to possess the satisfaction of the consciousness of

voluntarily restoring their servants to liberty, rather than seem

to submit to the legal compulsion which compensation, in some

sort, implies
;
many others, however, accepted the sum with the

still higher and more unselfish purpose of giving it to the eman-

cipated people whose assessed value it represented." Whether
the same generous justice was practiced in any of the other

colonies we are not informed.

The Secretary of the Society for the Abolition of the Slave-

trade, at Rio Janeiro, in a letter published, last spring, in. the

London Anti-Slavery Heporter, says that the question of eman-

cipation is making rapid progress in Brazil. Societies have

been organized in different provinces of the empire, for the

purpose of liberating Slaves. Owners of Slaves, on dying,

almost always liberate those Slaves who have served them

well— particularly nurses of children, who have been faithful.

Female Slaves, approaching white, instead of being sold, as in •

this country, at a high price, for a life of shame, easily find the
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means of purchasing their freedom. Slaves who have perform-

ed any act- of heroism for their masters, usually receive their

freedom as a recompense. The thoughts and feelings of the

Brazilians, in general, differ widely from those of the North

Americans, with regard to emancipation, and they would see

with horror, among themselves, the immoral means employed in

the United States to indefinitely prolong Slavery.

We have learned within the last two or three months that a

society has been lately formed, in the Swiss canton Vaud, to

raise money for the purchase of freedom for Slaves in this

country. Acting through a Swiss clergyman, in Madison

County, Illinois, it procured, not long ago, for about four

hundred dollars, the liberation of a colored Methodist minister

of St. Louis, Mo., who now intends to go to Liberia, and labor

there in establishing schools.

The w^ork of emancipating the Serfs, in Russia, still goes on.

A correspondent of the London Times writes from St. Peters-

burg, on the 27th of last July, " The Serf question has advanced

so far toward a solution that retrogression is impossible. The

emperor is honestly determined to carry out his views. The

youngey nobility afford their full support. The Serfs themselves

have learnt they have rights as well as duties, and, though the

old Russian party may delay and obstruct, they cannot prevent

the final result."

A letter written in Berlin, December 29, 1858, gives, more

fully than we have elsewhere seen it, the basis proposed by the

Imperial Central Committee, for the labors of the fvGveral pro-

vincial committees. It provides that Serfdom shall be abolished

forever, \vithout compensation to the former proprietors; "for,"

it says, " a money payment in return for rights which belong to

the peasantry by nature, and should never have been taken

away from 'them, would form a disgraceful page, indeed, in

Russian history." The peasant is to pass into " a state of pro-

visional obligation," to continue twelve years, during wliich he

remaiiis attached to the estate, but may leave it if the landlord

fails to find him a certain presciibed quantity of land to culti-

vate for himself, or if he finds a substitute to cultivate his allot-

ment. Every village, community retains the dwelling-houses of

• its members, with their farm-yards, gardens, &c., paying the

landlord a rent of three per cent a year on the value, as ap-
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praised by a mixed commission of two landlords and two

peasants ; or may buy them outright by paying the appraised

value. Two-thirds of the arable land of the estate are to be

allotted, in equal shares, to the adult male peasants, unless that

proportion should make each sharf> c::ceed, by more than eighty

per cent, the minimum allotment, or least quantity thought

sufficient to support the peasantry. If two-thirds are not enovxgh

to give each the minimum allotment, as many receive that sliare

as can, and the rest are free to go where they like. The land-

lord is bound to supply fire-wood for the peasants, from his

forests, at a price to be fixed beforehand. For these advantages

the peasants are to give the landlords, each year, at the rate of

a hundred days' work of a man and fifty of a horse for the

minimum allotment, and in the same proportion for all beyond

that ; but in fixing the money-value of this " corwee," as it is

called, one day of free labor is to be reckoned equal to three

days of corvee; so that the actual yearly rent of land enough

to support the peasantry, is to be thirty-three and a third days'

work of each adult male, aided half the time by a horse. After

seven years the corvee is to be gi-adually commuted into a corn-

rent. The Serfs attached not to the estate but to the person of

the lord, are to serve ten years, but will receive wages, and may
buy their freedom, at once, for three hundred roubles [about

$170] a man, and a hundred and twenty roubles [about $68] a

woman. The landlord remains chief of the village community,

with a veto on its resolutions, but subject to an ai)peal to a

mixed commission of nobles and peasants.

This we understand to be the plan refeiTed to in our last

Report, as proposing " a transition state
;
" while those suggested

by some of the provincial committees propose complete emanci-

13ation at once. Some of the proprietors seem unwilling to

wait for the action of the committees and the emperor. "We

learned, last winter, that Herr Nicolai Furginiew, " a large

proprietor in Stardub, a Russian village, has voluntarily emanci-

pated his one hundred and eighty-one Serfs, and has given to

them one-third of his land, requiring from them capitation

taxes and all subsisting imposts, and declaring them at liberty

to withdraw from the arrangement as soon as the negotiations

between the government and the nobility shall offer them more

favorable conditions."
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Last spring the St. Petersburg Gazette du Senat announced

that "most of the provincial committees have finished their

plans of emancipation," and that " the emperor had pla-. iu these

in the hands of a Special Commission, composed of sora j of ti <

most experienced proprietaries in the empire, to h<i digegu;

into one general plan which shall satisfy all the special needs 0/

each province." Of this Commission, Count Panin ic presidoxt.

From a letter written at St. Petersburg, on the 13th of March

last, we gather that the deputies from the provincial commit-

tees— two from each province, according to the arrangement

mentioned in our last Report— have met in the capital, with

the Special Commission, and been addressed by the emperor,

by way of introduction to the work before them. " You are

aware, gentlemen," said he, " how much this aflair interests me,

and how much it affects my heart ; and I am certain that it is

as dear to you as it is to me. I have but one object— the

happiness of my empire, and I am convinced that you have no

other. I desire that the improvement of the condition of the

peasants may shortly become an accomplished fact, and that

this I'eform may be effected without violence. But that cannot

be obtained without certain sacrifices on your part. My desire

is to render these sacrifices as little onerous as possible to the

nobility. I have caused a sketch of your labors in the capital

to be prepared, and your duties are defined in it in a positive

manner. Act then, in accord, animated by one feeling— the

public good. At the beginning, I addressed myself to the no-

bility in full confidence ; I now address myself to you with the

same belief that you will realize my expectations. The Minister

of the Interior and Count Pais'in know my ideas, and can com-

municate them to you in detail. Your duty, gentlemen, is to

second us, and I advise you to invoke the Divine protection."

Then to Count Panest ;
" I present to you your colleagues. I

am convinced that they will set : themselves seriously to work.

I request of you to bring this affair to a conclusion in a prudent

and serious manner, without, however, too long delaying the

solution. Adieu, gentlemen ; I wish you success."

The mere prospect of freedom to the bondmen already begins

to work out happy results for the empire. A letter from War-
saw, on the 18th of last March, says, "landed property through-

out the Russian empire has quadrupled in value since the ques-



OBITUARY. 315

tion of the emancipation of the peasants lias been raised. A
desiatJjie of ground (about a rood), w]\ich could be bought, in

Taurida, for three silver roubles [about $il.70], fifteen years ago,

would new sfi] . for thirty." The letter to the London Times,,

quoted a little way bock, relates another and stili happier effect

of the approach of freedom. It says, "already has a great

change taken place among the peasants. Tempei*ance societies

have been formed throughout the empire. The peasants meet
in communal councils, and award personal clinstisement to those

who relapse into habits of drunkenness. The farmers of excise

duties have become alarmed at the enormous diminution in con-

sumption of vodka, and have petitioned the govemmentc" The
Minister of the Interior says, in answer, "sobriety deserves to be

encouraged, as the best means ofpreserving the health and moral-

ity of the people. Whenever, therefore, the peasants pass resolu-

tions for abstaining from the use of spirituous liquors, they must

not be hindered in so laudable a design, provided that the indi-

viduals who take the pledge do not attempt to punish those

who differ from them, thereby arrogating to themselves a povrer

which the law does not recognize." The miter adds that " if

the movement should continue to make the rapid progress that

has hitherto marked its steps, Russia may hope, befoi-e long, to

be freed from her greatest curse— the curse of drunkenness."

Obituary.

The year just gone has written some of our most lionored

and dearly-cherished names upon its record of mortality. On
the 16th of September, our faithful, veteran co-worker, Effing-

ham L. Capron", was called, at the age of sixty-eight years, from

the field of his active usefulness here, to that rest and reward

which, we believe, are only a nobler activity and a higher use-

fulness in the upper world. He enlisted in the Anti-Slavery

cause when its pioneer journal, the JAberator, was but a few

woeks old, and ever after stood among its most steadfast and

devoted friends ; aiding it effectively vfith his wise counsel, his

liberal contributions of time and money, and the constant exer-

tion of his personal influence; throwing into its scale, without

reserve, in the day of its extreme unpopularity, all the weight
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of a character highly and justly respected wherever he

known ; and unhesitatingly making whatever sacrifice of per-

sonal reputation, or sectarian connections or prepossessions,

lldelity to its righteous claims demanded. He assisted at the

formation of this Society, signed its Declaration of Sentiments,

and from the first has heen one of its managers; .ns well as

Vice President of the Massachusetts, and President of the

Worcester County, South Division, Anti-Slavery Society, aux-

iliary to this. In its notice of his death the Liberator truly

said, " he was a pattern of devotedness and punctuality, ever at

h?.s post, and making a i*egular attendance upon all local meet-

ings, and at evory anniversary, for the furtherance of the cause

of the enslaved, a part of his Abolition duties. The presence of

no one will be more missed at our gatherings than his own,

which was a benediction in itself. He abounded in all that

makes up excellence of character in its most peifect symmetry.

Gentleness, benignity, firmness of pmiiose, moral intrepidity,

the soundest judgment, a generous sympathy, a world-wide

hum£inity, the largest conscientiousness and reverence, admira-

ble circumspection without feebleness or faltering in the per-

formance of duty, radical vrithout rashness, blending gravity

with geniality, manly strength with womanly modesty, an ever-

progi-essive spirit with an even frame of mind— these were his

distinctive traits, commanding the implicit confidence and the

highest respect of all who had the privilege and the pleasure of

his intimate acquaintance. ****** Doubtless his severest

straggle was in withdrawing his sympathy and fellowship from

the Society of Friends, of which he had been, for many years,

a mxich respected member, and to which he was tenderly and

strongly attached. A primitive Quaker in his spirit, worthy of

Quakerism in its purest and most vital period, he was sorrow-

fully convinced, after a long and painful experience, that

humanity had nothing to hope from the organized body, as

such, which, conforming to the corrupt and time-serving spirit

of the age— especially as pertaining to the Anti-Slavery move-

ment— was clearly incapable of grappling with the prevailing

sins of the times, or giving an effective testimony against popu-

lar wrong-doers." Another witness, who knew him well, bears

this testimony, which we cordially accept as our own. " Wise,

benevolent, liberal of hand and of soul, cheei*ful and serene, the
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straight coat aud broad brim of Quakerdom never graced a

purer philanthropist or a more thorough gentleman." He will

be seen no more in our assemblies, but long will his venerable

and benignant countenance be remembered, and his kindly and

cheering influence felt by those who have been his fellow-

laborers in the service of humanity.

Another of our long-tried, ever-trusty, and much-esteemed

associates, Samuel Philbrick, was summoned from us on the

19th of September, in the seventy-first year of his age. Among
the earliest to take part in our great enterprise, for neai'ly

twenty years he had rendered it invaluable service as Treasurer

of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, and during much of

that time as member of the Financial Committee for the Liber-

ator. For these offices he was most admirably fitted, alike by

his rare business talent, consummate judgment in all financial

matters, and most perfect order and method, and by his perfect

fidelity and rigid uprightness of character. It has been well

said of him, "a more just or a more clear-sighted man did not

live." Eminently valaabie was he as a sagacious counsellor in

every exigency of the cause. With Gtrongly-develojied indi-

viduality, there was nothing enthusiastic, impulsive, or way-

ward in his nature. In whatever he did, he endeavored to

keep " a conscience void of offence," to meet all his engage-

ments and discharge all the duties of life in a spirit of exact

rectitude. His marked characteristic was li^XEGRixY. He ab-

horred everything that bore the semblance of dissimulation, and

appreciated, at its true value, an ingenuous, straightforward

course of conduct ;
being himself a pattern of trustworthiness,

and remarkable for his frankness and plainness of sj^eech, with-

out respect of persons, in all his dealings.

The 26th of January last bereft us of the loved and revered

presence of one of the noblest of those noble women, whose

lives have so brightly illustrated the history, and so effectually

aided the progress of our movement. The death of Eliza Lee
FoLLEsr, coming as it did Avhen she had half completed the

seventy-third year of a life as beautiful as the fairest graces of

Christian Humanity, blending in most symmetrical accord,

could make it, and rich with all the fruitful uses which those

graces could adorn and serve, might not have seemed to us a.

premature one, had it not found her still as young iu souly as

27
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abounding in judicious zeal and beneficent activity, as clear and

vigorous in mind, as warm in sympathy, as buoyant in hope and

faith, as fresh in feeling, as serenely joyous in temperament, as

genial in spirit, as amply endowed with social and domestic

aflfections, as glad in all the innocent and refining pleasures

which bless and sweeten life, as if the years had never scattered

snow upon her temples, or written lines of serious meaning on

the spiritual beauty of her face. So early in the field of Anti-

Slavery labor that only the foremost pioneers preceded her ; so

diligent and faithful and wisely energetic through all the fol-

lowing yeara that it would be bard to say who has excelled her

in constancy and heartiness and value of service to the cause

;

she has wrought the memory of her person and her deeds into

the reminiscences of its past ; has given it no small measure of

its present strength
;

and, through the ripening of the fruitage

from the seed she planted, will have an ample share in its cer-

tain future triumph. With, her illustrious husband, to whose

bright fame no eulogy of ours can add, she met with quiet

courage and a steady firmness the early trials and perils of the

enterprise ; and taking then the highest ground of principle,

and, passing through them guided by that clear, moral vision of

the " single eye," which sees, as cunning worldly wisdom never

docs, that right is the only true expediency, they both held fast

their integrity against temptations^^ of whose variety and force

souls of less compass, depth, and sensitive vitality throughout,

could fonn no adequate conception.

For more than half of her Anti-Slavery life, Mrs. Follen has

been immediately connected with the conducting of the move-

ment, as a member of the Committees of the American and

Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Societies. To this service she

brought her rare natural gift of organization, which was to be

seen in the daily beauty of her domestic life, and the details of

her refined and happy home. No one was clearer of vision as

to what should be done, and as to the method of doing it. To
her long experience in the cause she added an intuition into its

nature and its needs, at each successive crisis of its fate, and an

enthasiar,;n of feeling and of manner, in developing it, which

made her the msest, the discreetest, the best, and the most de-

lightful of counsellors and of co-workers. The secret of it all lay

more in the heart than in the head. It came fi'om the single-
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ncss of her devotion to the Anti-Slavery cause. It was entire,

disinterested, fearless. Those only who have rejoiced in her

sympathy and her help can fully understand the loss her death

brings to them, and to the cause she loved best. The piinciple

of perfect love, not only casting out fear, but giving clearness of

vision and perfectness of action, informed her whole character

and shone from her whole presence. With the impulsive ener-

gies of the poetic temperament, she possessed its sympathetic

and magnetic foi'ces. No one could be in her society without

feeling how magical a sway her mind exerted over his. Her
powers of conversation were of the highest and rarest descrip-

tion. Mrs. FoLLEK was an authoress of no small reputation.

She has written many books, some of Avhich have a wide repu-

tation, and will become a permanent portion of English litera-

ture. Her life of her husband has been pronounced, by high

English critical authority, a perfect example of that most diffi-

cult kind of composition. Some of her fugitive poems are

among the most beautiful in the language. But no one who
judges of her powers or graces by her published works, can have

any adequate idea of them. Her fluent tones, her wealth of

pictured words, her fertility of imagery and illustration, her

flashing wit, her earnest eloquence, the musical contagion of her

laugh, are things which have died with her, or live only in the

remembrance of those that knew and loved her. But these are

many, and are found on both sides of the Atlantic.

A letter from Mary Carpextbr, of Bristol, England, says

of her, " I myself had the privilege of knowing and loving her

from personal intercourse under the same roof, after I had learnt

to esteem and honor her from her works and from correspond-

ence. She was imiversally esteemed and respected in England,

both for her own sake and as the biographer of her noble

husband. They were inseparably connected in our minds, as

f she desired they should be." Lady Byron paid a poetical

ti'ibute to her memory. Harriet Martineaf wrote to the

Anti-Slovery Standard, "To all Mrs. Follen's many friends

in Enfijland, the news of her death was not the less sad for

not being surprising. At her years, we knew we should not

see her again ; and I, especially, who was intimate with her a

quarter of a century ago, was aware that her course must be

nearly run ; but her fidelity and vigor in regard to the Anti-
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Slavery cause were so complete and so glowing, that tlie sense

of your loss is as vivid as if she had been in the i^rime of life-

The event is the more touching as it revives the sense of our

former loss, in the death of her husband. The pair will hence-

forth be remembered together in the immortal sense in which

patriots and confessors are remembered in the history of their

country and time. Their fidelity and devotedness never were

and never can be exceeded, on any occasion and in any cjiuse.

They did all that it was possible for them to do. They sacrificed

whatever the cause required ; and they would have sacrificed

all, to their very lives, if so called upon by the duty to Avhich

they had dedicated themselves. For all the rest of hor long

life, Mrs. FoLLEN spoke and wrought unflinchingly, unremit-

tingly, and with a steadiness of purpose and composed ardor of

manner which testified to the depth and soundness of her con-

victions. ****** She broughi her eloquence to the cause,

because she brought to it all her gifts ; but it never became of

lower quality from its abundance, or from the stimulus which

instigated it. It was always worthy of the great occasion— for

she felt that eveiy occasion of pleading such a cause was great.

Those who survive have sorely missed, and long will sorely

miss, such fellow-workers as the Follens ; but it will be for-

'

ever a cause for joy and thankfulness that such comrades were

in the midst of them in the hardest days of the cause."

On the 5th of April death removed another of the early, earn-

est, and ever-faithful fi'icnds of the Anti-Slavery cause, in the

person of Rev. Cyrus Peirce, long well-known as Principal of

the Normal School, at West Newton, Mass., and later as teacher

of a private school in the same town. He openly committed

himself in favor of our enterprise almost at its very beginning,

and has never faltered in his adhesion to it since. He accepted

an office in the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, when to do

so brought upon him derision and reproach, even if it did not

risk the loss of the employment by which he earned his bread.

He was the bearer to Congress of the great " Latimer Petition,"

presented to that body by John Quincy Ada3is. He was no

public speaker, but at times appeared upon our platform Avhen

occasion seemed to call for the public bearing of his testimony.

He was a man of sterling worth, exceedingly modest and retir-

ing, amiable in disposition, gentle in speech and manner, but
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firm and uncompromising wherever principle was involved. As
a teacher he had rare tact and eminent success, and was largely

instrumental in raising the standard of education in Massachu-

setts. The reverent affection of his many pupils named him
" Father Peirce " a title by which, through a general appre-

ciation of its fitness, he had come to be more familiarly known
than by his baptismal name or ecclesiastical designation.

Agents and Publications.

This Report has already extended to so great a length that

we forbear to enter upon a detailed statement of the Society's

operations during the year ; suffice it to say here that its accus-

tomed instrumentalities— the living voice, the printed page—
were employed during the y ear to the full extent of our ability

and of the means at our command. Owing to the liberal

cooperation of the Trustees of the Fund, left by the late

Charles F. Hovey, for Anti-Slavery purposes, a much larger

number than usual of tracts and other publications were issued

and distributed far and wide over the land. A more particular

account of the Agency and Tract-publishing operations of the

year past may be expected in connection with the next Annual

Report.

In the earnest and increasing faith that all these and kindred

efforts, put forth to terminate the wrongs and woes of Slaveiy

by terminating its baneful existence, will result in a not distant

success, we close this report and condensed history of a most

momentous year.

The UTational Anti-Slavery Standard is the Society's

organ. It is published every Saturday, in the city ofNew York,

at No. 5, Beekman Street ; and the Executive Committee urge

in its behalf a more extended circulation. The subscription

price is $2.00 per annum. Oliver Johnson, Esq., is the Edi-

tor ; assisted by an able corps of Associate Editors and Corres-

pondents, both at home and abroad. Its "Washington, Phila-

delphia, Boston, Dublin, English, and French correspondence

has all been, and will doubtless continue to be, of a highly

valuable and important character. Subscriptions, in Great

27*
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Britain and Ireland, may be sent to Richard D. Webb, 176,

Great-Brunswick Street, Dublin.

The Liberator, established in 1831, of which "Wm. Lloyd
Garrison Editor and Proprietor, is published at No. 221,

Washington Street, Boston, every Friday morning. It is the

oldest Anti-Slavery journal in the country, and is conducted

with the same "iagor, sagacity, and uncompromising devotion to

Liberty which marked its first years. Its columns are princi-

pally devoted to the Anti-Slavery cause. The subscription-price

is $2.50 per annum.

Applications for any of the Society's publications,— books

or tracts,—many of which are for gratiiitom distribution,

should he made to SAMirEL May, Jr., at the Anti-Slavery Office,

in Boston, 221j Washington Street; James Miller McKim,

at the Anti-Slavery Office, in Philadelphia, 106, North Tenth

Street ; or to the Society's Office, in New York, 5, Beekman
Street.

[Since the statement, on page 39, relating to George W. Bishop, was

printed, we learn from the New -Haven Palladium that he was acquitted of

the charge of kidnapping, having produced in court the hoy whom he was

supposed to have kidnapped.]

ERRATA.

Page 29, line 19, for "brought" read "bought,"

Same page, line 23, the word "country" should be in roman.
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APPENDIX

TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN
ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY.

The Twenty-seventh Anniversary of tiio Ajierican Anti-Slavery Society

was held on Tuesday and AVednesday, May 8 and 9, 1860, at the Cooper

Institute, in the city of New York. The meetings commenced on Tuesday

morning, at lOA, o'clock.

Among those present were many of tlie long-tried, faithful, and uncom-

promising friends of the Slave, from various sections of the countr3\

The assembly was called to order by the President of the Society, Wm.
Lloyd Garkison, who opened the exercises by reading passages of Scrip-

ture from Ezekiel and Jeremiah ; at the conclusion of which he stated that

an opportunity would be afforded for vocal prayer, by any friend of the cause

who felt moved to do so
;
whereupon Rev. Daniel Worth, late of North

Carolina, came forward and offered an appropriate and earnest prayer to

the God of the oppressed, that he would make the deliberations of the

Society effective to the breaking of every bond, and letting the oppressed

go free.

Francis Jackson, of Boston, Treasurer of the Society, then read his

annual repoi t, which will be found elsewhere.

The report was laid upon the table, to be subsequently acted upon.

Mr. Garrison then presented the following series of resolutions for the

consideration of the meeting :
—

1. Resolved. That, in the language of Henet Oiat, " Those who would repress all

tendencies towards liberty and emancipation, must go back to the era of our liberty and
independence, and muzzle the cannon which thunders its annual joyous return

;
they must

revive the Slave-trade, with all its train of atrocities
;
they must blow out the moral lights

around us, and extinguish that greatest torch of all, whicii America presents to a benighted

world, pointing the wax to these rights, their liberties, and their happiness
;
and, when they

have achieved all thair v«rposc8, their work will be yet incomplete : They must penetrate the

human soul, and era'iicate the light of reason and the love of liberty. Then, and not till

then, when universal darkness and despair prevail, can you perpetuate Slavery, and repress all

sympathies, and all humane and benevolent efforts among freemep in behalf of the unhappy
portion of our race doomed to bondage."
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2. Resolved, That tbey who are for suppressing the Anti-Slavery agit^ition aro really laboring

for the complete supremacy and enduring sway of the Slave-power: that they who are

deploring the excitement of the times ardsino; from this question, are really lamenting that

, . there is any manhood or moral scntircent left in the land, and arraigning the Almighty for

inspiring the human mind with a detestation of robbery, liyustice, and oppression.

8. Resolvedf That to compromise with the dealers in human ilcsh, to accede to any of their

demands, to ent«r into an alliance with them from which they shall derive strength and

security, to acknowledge in any manner the rectitude or necessity of their course, is to

participate in their guilt, to insure general demoralization, to lose the power of a virtuous

example, and to betray the cause of Freedom universally.

4. Resolved, That this Society enthrely accords with the Richmond (Va.) Enquirer in the

sentiment, that " two opposing and conflicting forms of society cannot, among civilized mcE,

co-exist and endure ; the one must give way and cease to exist, the other become universal.

If free society be unnatural, immoral, and unchristian, it must fall and give way to Slave

society ; " or tba reverse of all this must inevitably follow.

5. Resolved, Tliat he who asserts that there is not an " irrepressible conflict " between

Freedom and Slavery, between free institutions and Slave institutions, between the spirit which

abolishes htjman ch&tt«lism and the spirit which perpetuates it, but that these ure harmoni-

ous elements, or by compromise and forbearance can be made such in the same government,

and can be bi'oughi; into collision only by the eflbrts of fanaticism or sedition, is either idiotic,

morally speaking, or a self-convicted demagogue, intent on nothing but the gratification of his

own despenit« ambition.

6. Resolved, therefore. That the party which talks of "the glorious Union" existing

between the North and the South, and of the duty of maintaining it as an object of paramount

importance, ii smitten with judicial blindness, talks of what has never been, and in the nature

of things can never be possible, is either the dupe or the ally of b stupendous imposture,

which an insane and criminal experiment of three-score years has demonstrated is working

the overthrow of all the safeguards of freedom, and, consequently, is a party neither to be

trusted nor followed.

7. Resolved, That, in the words of the lamented Judge Jat, the Union is " a most grievous

moral curse to the American people ; to the ^ple of the South, by fostering, strengthening,

and extending an iniquitous and baneful institution ; to the millions among us of African

descent, by riveting the chains of the bondman and deepening the degradation of the freer>^an

;

to the people of the Free States, by tempting them to trample under foot the obligations of

truth, justice, and humanity, for those wages of iniquity with which the Federal Government

rewards apostates to liberty and righteousness."

8. Resolved, That the "glorious Union," ever since its formation, has signified nothing

but the supremacy of a southern Slave oligarchy, who have always dictated the policy of the

nationT^nd who claim a divine right to rule, according to their pleasure, alike the Slaves on

their plantaticns and the people of the Free States, without remonstrance or interrogation, and

as the condition of the perpetuation of the " glorious Union " aforesaid.

9. Resolved, That the privileges accorded to southern citizens sojourning or travelling in

the Northj under this Union, are these : To speak with impunity whatever they please against

firee institutions and free society ; to advocate Slavery and the Slave tmfiic as wcrthy of

aniver.sal extension, without interference, menace, or personal dan^r, and to an unlimited

extent ; to hold any meeting, or publish any journal they may choose, in which to sissail the

uncompromising friends of Freedom as fiinatics and traitors, and to glorify the " lords of the

lash" as the only true friends of their country; and, in short, to threaten, bully, and

calumniate, ad libitum, whatever or whoever is deem£d by them to be advarse, in spirit and

sentiment, to "the sum of all villanies."

10. Riesolved, That the privileges accorded to northern citizens sojourning or travelling in

the South, under this Union, are these: To wear padlocks upon their lips; to forswear

their manhood by bowing down to the Moloch of Slavery ; to speak in hehalf of the enslaved

at the peril of their lives ; to be tarred and feathered, if they are suspected of cherishing

Anti-BlaTery sentiments ; to h<» thrust into prison, and gold as Slaves on the auction-block,

if they aare of Afrioaa descent , to be scourged, branded, lynched, and driven out by mobocratic

^olenee, even whUe in the prosecntion of their legitimate business, simply because they are

northern men.
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11. Resolved, therefore, That the motto of the American Anti-Slarery Society, "No Union

with Slave-holders," commends itself to the reason, conscience, and hearty adoption of every

man claming t-o be loyal to the Declaration of Independence; and it becomes the solemn

d'jty of the North to carry it into immediate practice, as demanded by every instinct of

self-preservation, and by all that is obligatory in the claims of justice and humanity.

OPENING REMAEKS OF MR. GARRISON.

The President then addressed the .audience as follows :
—

Ladies and Gentlemen: Tliis is the first time that our Society has

been in this large and commodious hall. I like it in all respects excepting

one. There seems to be here a compromise between light and dpxk-

ness [laughter] ,
and, for one, I would rather revel in excess of hght than

to be groping at all in darkness. However diverse may be your opinions in

regard to all the measures of this Society, I trust I may take it for granted

that there is but one opinion here respecting the inhuman, wicked, unchris-

tian, diabolical character of American jlavery [loud applause] ; and that

we are resolved, as one man, to enter upon tliia conflict, and never to go

back one jot or tittle, but to press onward and upward, until the goal of

Universal Emancipation shall be reached.

I feel an " irrepriessible " desire to congratulate you all upon the

triumphant progress of the "irrepressible conflict" in all parts of our

country [loud cheering]. In the Free States, undeniably, the conflict is

going on ; and may I not say that in all the Slave States it is going on,

with even more vehemence and zeal than among ourselves ? For, at last,

even the invincible Democratic party has been reached
;
and, by the power

which has been brought to bear upon it through the Anti- Slavery agitation,

thank God, that party is no longer a unit in behalf of Slavery. [applause].

It has been divided, I trust, never again to be united, l>y any compromise

whatsoever, with the Slave-power. It seems to me to be one of the most

striking proofs of the cheering progress of the movement in wliich we are

engaged, that ha.s yet been given to us. Only tliink of it ! The party which

has, for so many years, cried out, " There must be no agitation on this sub-

ject," is now the most agitated of all the parties in the country! The
party which declares tliat there ought not to be any sectionalism, as against

Slavery, has now been sundered, geographically, and on this very- question

!

The party which has said "Let discussion cease forever, ' is busily engaged

in the discussion, so that, possibly, the American Anti-Slavery Society

might adjourn sine die, after we get through with our present meeting, and

leave its work to be carried on in the other direction! [Lr.ughter and

cheers.] The party which says that Anti-Slavery must be pat down in

this country, is itself divided, discomfited, and, I believe, overthrown. "Oh,

give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good ; for his mercy endureth forever."

[Rev. Mr. Woeth,— "Amen!"] "To him that overthrew Pharaoh and

his host in the Red Sea, for his mercy endureth forever !

" [Loud applause.]

In view, therefore, of these cheering signs of the times, I tliink we may
all of us thank God and take courage.
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The work of the Araerican Anti-Slavery Society continues the same as

from the beginning. It is the work of moral agitation. Standing, as the

Society does, outside of all parties, all sects, it is compelled to criticise them
all in an impartial spirit, to give to each one its due, and to bestow rebukes

where rebukes are merited. "We shall go on in tliis work, and, united by

the simple bond, that the Slave is a man, and that he has, therefore, a right

to his freedom now, as against all claimants,— not stopping to ask of what

religious creed, or of what political party, a man may be, but only whether

he is willing to recognize in the Slave a brother man, created in the same

Divine image,— we hold out the hand of brotherly love and kindness and

co-operation, and say, "Let us forget all other differences, and join heart

and hand, until there is not a Slave left in the land to clank his chain in the

hearing of God !

"

If our platform has not been occupied by the clergy of the country

generally, it has not been our fault. It has always been a free platform

for them, .''.s for us ; and we, this day, invite them, as we have done ever

since the organization of the Society, to come here, and, if they will, take

the lead, and go forward and carry the banner of emancipation, until liberty

shall be given to all in the land. We are here to settle no other question,

excepting the right of the Slave to his freedom, excepting the sinfulness

of making man the property of man; and we have always scrupulously

endeavored to make our platform such that every man, whatever may
be his peculiar religious opinions, should have no excuse for standing

aloof therefrom. I am glad to be able to present to you, as the first

speaker on this occasion, one whose orthodoxy, at least, has never yet

been called in question [applause]. There are those who say thi^t the

reason they do not co-operate with this Society is that some of us hold

theological opinions wliich are distasteful to them ; we are heretics, and, of
course, the Jews can li&v-; no dealings with the Samaritans [laughter].

Now, we are to listen to one who is thoroughly evangelical,— "a Puritan

of the Puritans ;

" and yet, I ask you how has this noble man been met by
the evangelical clergy of the countiy, as a body ? How has he been treated,

in tins city, by his own evangelical brethren ? Why, if he had been a hori-

tic, as bad as any who has ever yet appeared on earth, he could not have

received worse treatment at the hands of the orthodox body of our country.

But I bless G od that he has not faltered ; that he has manfully stood hi?

ground ; that he ha** made up liis mind, if need be, to die in the " imminent
deadly breach ;

" and I am glad that he has found, at least, a faithful few to

rally to his side, who are resolved to sustain him to the end. All my
sympathies have been -with liim, because he has nobly been striving in behalf

of the oppressed in our land, vindicating the character of God, the nature

of man. and the claims of our suffering humanity ; and my heart goes out

to him, and mingles with his own, and I feel to bid liim God-speed, and to

wish him the most entire success, even as " a Puritan of the Puritans "

[loud applause]. I nc^v have the pleasure of introducing to you the Rev.

Geokgg B. Chebveb, of the city of New York [enthusiastic cheering}.

Allow me just to add, that, in inviting our friend to speak here, to-day, we
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have invited him to speak what George B. Cheeter thinks, not the

American Anti-Slavery Society ; not to endorse anything pertaining to this

platform, or the measures or principles of the American Anti-Slavery

Society, but to speak here as he knows how to speak in his own pulpit

[renewed cheering].

The Society and audience were then addressed by Rev. Dr. Cheever, in

a very able speech, a full report of which may be found in the National

Anti-Slavery Standard, of May 12, 18G0.

The meeting was next addressed by Robert Purvis, Esq., of Pennsj'l-

vania; afterwards by Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton, of Seneca Palis,*

N. Y. ;
and, in conclusion, by Wendell Phillips, Esq., of Boston. All

these speeches wiil be found fully reported, as above.

The Society then adjourned to meet at 3 o'clock, in business session.

TUESDAY ATTERNOON.

At the business meeting of the Society, held at the Cooper Institute, at

3 o'clock, V. M., tlie chair was taken by the President of the Society.

Samuel May, Jr., of Massachusetts, and Susan B. Anthony, of New
York, were chosen Assistant Secretaries.

The question of amending the Constitution, in conformity to notice

already given to the Executive Committee, was brought before the Society.

The proposed amendments are as follows :
—

By striking out of Article II. the following words :
" While it admits

that each State in which Slavery exists has, by the Constitution of the

United States, the exclusive right to legislate in regard to its abolition in

said State," and by making the word "It," which follows the words above

quoted, the beginning of a sentence.

Also that the reading of the first sentence of the same article shall be,

" The object of this Society is," &c.

The first amendment was favored by Oliver Johnson, Wendell
Phillips. W m. H. Hoisington, J. Miller McKim, J. H. Stephenson,

Edward Gilbert, Susan B. Anthony, Mary Grew, and the President.

Adopted, nem. con.

The second amendment Avas then unanimously agreed to.

The following persons were nominated by the Chair, and elected, a

Committee to noininate officers for the ensuing year :
—

J. Miller McKim, of Philadelphia ; Marcus Spring, of New Jersey

;

Thomas Garrett, of Delaware ; G. B. Stebbins, of Michigan ; Maria
E. Wiiitcomb, of Connecticut; J. Elizabeth Jones, of Oliio; J. H.

Stephenson, of Massachusetts; Joseph Post, of New York; Joseph

Carpenter, of New York.

Mr. May read several letter:- addressed to the Executive Committee. —
Those of Rev. M. D. Conway, of Cincinnati, Ohio, and Rev. Joshua
Young, of Burlington, Vt., were printed as a jove.

On motion, the following Committees were nominated and chosen :
—

28
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On Business.— William Lloyd Garrison, Wendkll Phillips, Mary
Grew, Martha Wright, Oliver Johnson, J. ISIiller McKim, Jane

Elizabeth Jones.

On Finaiice.— Scsan B. Anthony, Rowland Johnson, Joshua T.

Everett, Giles B. Stebbins, Benjamin Snow, Jr., J. H. Stephenson,

James B. Richards.

Adjourned to 7i o'clock.

TUESDAY EVENING.

The evening session was largely attended, and tbi? meeting was called to

order by the President, at 7^ o'clock. The first speaker was the Rev.

Arthur B. Bradford, of Newcastle, Pa., editor of the Church I'ortfolio.

His address was a masterly delineation of the unequalled sinfulness of

Slavery, the frightful demoralization of the land, and the guilty complicity

of the Church. It was heard witli deep interest, and at various i)oints was

heartilj' applauded.

RevJ Beriaii Green, of Whitesboro', N. Y., next addressed the meeting

in a speech of remarkable analytical clearness and force, reviewing the late

speech of Hon. William II. Sewakd, in the United States Senate.

Eev. J. R. W. Sloane, of the Covenanter Church, in New York, made

the closing speech. It was of the deepest feeling and power, and fitly

closed the day's meeting, when three able and eloquent Orthodox ministers

had appeared and spoken on the platform of the American Anti-Slavery

Society, cordially welcomed by the Anti-Slavery host, although having

little honor among their fellow-tlieologians.

The Society then adjourned, to meet on Wednesday morning, at 10

o'clock.

WEDNESDAY MORNING.

The Society re-assembled at the Cooper Institute, at 10 o'clock, the

President in the chair.

The Committee appointed to nominate officers of the Society, for the

ensuing year, reported. Their report was adopted, and the officers named
were elected unanimously. [See list, elsewhere.]

The speakers, at this session, were Giles B. Stebbins, of Michigan

;

Mrs. J. Elizabeth Jones, of Ohio ; Rev. George F. Noyes, of New-
York City; Samuel May, Jr., of Massachusetts; the President (Mr.

Garrison) ; and Eev. Mr. Balmk, of Wisconsin.

A letter of earnest sympathy, from Rev. Dr. Furness, of Philadelphia,

was read by the President.

Adjourned to 3 o'clock, p. m.
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON.

The Society re-assembled at the Cooper Institute, Mr. Garrxson in the

chair. William Wells Broavn, once a Slave in Missouri, but for many
years a freeman, was introduced by the President, and received with wel-

come applause. He testified strongly to the determination of the colored

people to remain in this country, in spite of all efforts to remove them.

Rev. Samuel Longfellom', of Brooklyn, addressed the meeting in

earnest commendation of the objects- purpose, and courageous spirit of tlie

Anti-Slavery Society, declaring tln^ great need of its continued action, and

particularly dwelling upon the inhumanity of the land as shown in all its

treatment of the colored people.

A spe'ich of deep interest was next made by Mr. Garrisox, wliich will

be found fully reported in the Liberator of May 25, 1860.

Samijel May, Jr., from the Business Committee, offered the following

resolution :
—

Resolved, That the Imprisonment of TnADBEUS IItatt, by the Senate of the United States,

for his conscientious n*fusal to appear as a witness before the Committee appointed by that

body to investigate the facts pertaining do JonN Brown's interposition in behalf of the Slaves,

at Harper's Ferry, is a usurpation of power not conferred by the Constitution, and a danger-

ous infraction of the liberties of the people ; and that we give Mr. IlrATT assurance of our

gratitude Ibr his brave resistance to this new exhibition of the insolence of the Slave-power.

Rev. Beriah Green, in some able remarks, showed where the real infi-

delity of this nation lies
;

viz., M'ith those, in an especial manner, who

bring the sanctions of a Divine command or permission, or who, in any

way, employ the authority of the Bible, as a revelation from God, to justify,

or to excuse, or in any manner support, the American Slave-holder in his

robbery and oppression of the Slave.

The resolutions before the Society were then taken up and put to vote,

and were adopted without a dissenting voice, .-ind the Society adjourned,

sine die.

WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON, President.

SAMUEL MAY, Jr., ^ SecretariesSUSAN B. ANTHONY, 5
Assistant oecrexAR^es.
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Governor Chase, 115 ; opinion of John
Brown, 93, 94.
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