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TO THE READER. 

HffH E defign of this Publication is to few, 
by authentic accounts from different States 

in Europe, that of a number of per fans now 
daily perifing by accidents of various kinds, 
the greater part are capable of Ireing faved 
by proper means duly applied. 

The accidents that produce appearances of 
fudden death, are twofold: they are either 
fuch as proceed from External Caufes, as 
drowning, hangingr fioppages of breath by 
noxious vapours and other wife', or from In¬ 
ternal Diforders, as apoplexies, Jwoonings, 
convulfions, and fifing. 

The many Cafes publifed of drowned per- 
fons, has put the fuccefs of fuch recoveries 
beyond doubt: and the infiances of recoveries 
in other accidents, though fewer in number, 
yet are fuffjicient to few, that much fuccefs 
is to be expected in them, when the manner of 
adminifiering relief is more generally known. 
The largefield opened by thefe difcoveries, and 
a few cafes already attended with fuccefs, 
afford great hopes that affiance may often be 
effectually given in diforders proceeding from 
internal cauf&s> 

To render thefe benefits as extenfve as pof- 
fible, it ts the Author s intention, provided his 
defign meets with Public Encouragement, to 
publifi InfiruCiions for the proper Treatment 
m the fever at accidents where he apprehends 
relief may be adminifiered* 
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A 

SHORT ACCOUNT 

OF A 

SOCIETY 
FOR the 

Recovery of Drowned Persons, 

AND FOR 

Such as are Suffocated by Damps in 

Mines, . or feemingly deprived of 

Life, by Stifling, Strangling, 

and other Accidents. 

OF the various Inftitutions formed 

for the Welfare of Mankind, none 

appear more worthy of attention, than 

thofe that are calculated for Preferving 

the Human Species. In the year 1767 a 

few wealthy Gentlemen of the City of 

B 2 Arnflerdam, 
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Amfterdam* ftruck with the variety of 

inftances in which perfons falling into the 

water were loft for want of proper 

treatment, when brought on fhore* 

formed themfelves into a Society for 

the Recovery of Drowned Perfons. Thefe 

Gentlemen have purfued their defign 

with fo much zeal and fuccefs, that in 

the fpace of four years they had the 

fatisfadion to find, that in not left than 

a Hundred and Fifty cafes, drowned per¬ 

fons were recovered by the means pointed 

out by them and recommended in the 

United Provinces by advertisements and 

other publications. Their Firft Object 

was, to inform the common people, as 

well as the inferior pradifers of phyfic, 

in what manner to treat a perfon appa¬ 

rently lifelefs : and their Second, was to 

animate them by proper rewards to pur- 

fue the methods recommended. 

In the Inftrudions publifhed upon 

that occafion, they gave caution, in the 

firft 

* 
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firft place, to forbear from pradices very 

common in moft countries; fuch as rollinsr 

the body over a calk; tying it up by 

the legs, with the head downwards ; and 

all other rough ufage, intended to dif- 

gorge water, vulgarly imagined to b« 

fwallowed by the drowned perfon. And 

they direded, firft, to force air into the 

body, either at the mouth, or up the 

inteftines; recommending the ftimulating 

vapour of tobacco as more efficacious than 

common air: and, in the next place, to 

ftrip off the wet clothes; and as fooil 

as poffible, to apply external heat to the 

body, by means of fire, of fridion with 

flannel cloths, or the natural warmth of 

two perfons in bed, taking the body be¬ 

tween them. They direded rubbing the 

body all over, efpecially along the back 

bone, with woollen cloths wetted with 

brandy, and ftrewed over with dry fait; 

and the chaffing the temples with a volatile 

/pint, and holding the fame to the nofe. 

The 
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The Rewards published by them for 

attempting the recovery of a drowned 

perfon, were the fum of Six Ducats, or a 

Gold Medal, over and above all expences 

attending the fame, not exceeding Four 

JD neats* 

The great fuccefs of this undertaking* 

and the advantages accruing from it to the 

State, has induced each of the feveral 

Provinces of the Republic of the Low 

Countries to take proper meafures for 

extending the benefits of it, by enjoining 

an obfervance of the Society’s diredtions 

through their refpedtive diftridts. 

The falutary effedts of this institution 

are now" no longer confined to the United 

Provinces--——£The Boards of Health at Ve¬ 

nice, at Milan and Padua, have adopted 

it—The City of Hamburgh has done the 
p> O 

fame—The Emprefs of Ruffia has coun¬ 

tenanced it in her dominions—The Em¬ 

prefs Queen of Hungary has given very 

particular encouragement to it—And in 

France 



France it Is at this time under confidera* 

cion, by what means it may belt be united 

with the general police of the king¬ 

dom. 

It is a matter worthy of obfervation, that 

whatever difcoveries had been made by 

the Faculty, of the method of recovering 

Drowned Perfons, prior to the year 1767, 

yet till that Period, hardly any other at¬ 

tempts appear to have been made, but fuch 

as were fuggefted, at a time of confufion 

and diftrefs, by ignorant people who for the 

moft part are greatly milled by the un¬ 

happy prejudices prevailing in this matr 

ter. 

The world has been undoubtedly much 

indebted to Dr. Mead, Dr. Winjlow and 

his Commentator Dr.Bruhier, Dr. Pothert 

gill\ Dr. Haller, Dr. Lee at. Dr. ‘TiJJot, 

Dr. V 'an Engelen, Dr. Gurnmer, and others, 

for very ufeful Obfervations and Elfays 

upon this fubjedt. 

The 
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The feverah Cafes publifhed and de- 

fcribed in the Memoirs of the Dutch 

Society, fufficiently prove the advantages 

arifing from an obfervance of the Rules of 

that dnftitution. It appears from thofe 

Cafes, that perfons of all ages, from two 

years old to feventy-two, have been re¬ 

covered, though apparently dead when 

brought on {bore ; that many perfons 

have been reftored, who have been im- 

merfed from fifteen minutes to an hour and 

a half; and in fuch inftances as nothing 

lefs than the moil indifputable teftimony 

would render credible. It is found by ex^- 

perience, that relief may be given, not only 

in drowning, where it has been ufual to 

defpair of it; but in other cafes, fuch 

as Suffocation by Sulphurous Vapours*; in 

cafes of Strangling, Stifling, and in many 

apparent deaths by Cold, Hunger, and 

other caufes. 

* By an order of the Queen of Hungary, perfons fuffo- 
cated by Damps in her Mines, are treated in a particular 
manner, according to Inftru&ions, and have been recovered^ 

From 

/ 
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From what has be6n already faid, it is 

much to be wifhed, that fome means may 

be found of giving the benefit of this va¬ 

luable Inftitution to Great Britain and its 

Colonies. 

If the number of accidents is propor¬ 

tioned to the number of perfons employed 

on the water, this kingdom is more in- 

terefted than any other nation, in the art 

of reftoring drowned perfons. The 

large coal-mines in Great Britain, where 

numbers of men are yearly deftroyed by 

the damps* which are fo commonly fatal to 

the miners, and the frequent inftances of 

perfons who come to an untimely end, by 

ftrangling, and other cafualties, render the 

art of reftoring fuftocated and ftrangled 

perfons to life, of great confequence to the 

community,* 

The author of this account flatters him-* 

felf that the fubjedt of it is worthy of 

attention, and fhali think himfelf happy 

if his defign of promoting an Inftitution 

C m 
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ill Great Britain, with fome Improvement 

upon thofe adopted in the neighbouring 

nations, in order to which he has already 

taken fome fteps, fhall meet with general 

countenance and approbation. 

The following Cafes, are felected from the 

Society s Accoun t of the Succefs of its un¬ 

dertaking) and plainly demonfrate the 

truth of the foregoing Remarks, and 

aff ord the moft fatisfaCiory evidence that 

all the Ends propofed by the Infitution 

have been obtained, except indeed what 

appears by the Cafes t he mfelves, that the 

Society s Inf ractions have been too often 

neglected. 

In ah thefe Cafes the Premium of ered by the 

Society has been obtained, previous to 

which proof mufl be made that the Patient 

bad no fign of life when brought on fore i' 
; 

and the utmofl care is always taken to 

ficure a true and faithful account of the 

circumfances 

i 
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circumjlances of each. Mz/zy of them 

appear to have been drawn up by illiterate 

perfons ; therefore fitch idle circumjlances 

as are nothing to the purpofe are left out 
i 

of this Ttr an fat ion. 

CASE I. AT Amferdam, on the 17th of Sep¬ 

tember, 1767, an old Woman was 

taken out of the Rabin $ a deep Canal, in 

which fhehad lain funk a confiderabletime; 

and being fuppofed dead, was to be car* 

ried away to an Hofpital for burial: but 

Sybrand Tferman, a Skipper of Gouda, 

who had read the Society’s Advertifement, 

believing that Tobacco-fmoke might re¬ 

cover her, made the trial with a lighted 

pipe he had in his mouth : he put it up 

her anus, and taking the bowl in his 

mouth, blew up the fmoke of it, and of 

another pipe after it, which by degrees fo 

far recovered her, that fhe was able foon 

after to be carried home. 

C 2 CASE 

r 

i 
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CASE II. 

AT Groningen, on the 29th of Fe¬ 

bruary, 1768, the daughter of Henry Pte* 

terfzy a Child of about two years old, fell 

head foremofi: into a \vafiling-tub, and 

remained fome time in it undiscovered. 

Its Father having found and taken it 

out, endeavoured to recover it by various 

means for the fpace of half an hour, at 

the end of which time it gave fome 

very faint figns of life, and then with¬ 

out any fenfible motion in its pulfe, 

fell into a ftrong Convuifion fit. But 

upon continuing the Injection of To- 

bacco-fmoke into its inteftines, and chaf* 

fing its temples with Balfam Vitee> and 

holding the fame to its nofc, it recovered 

furprifingly, and in fo Short a fpace as 

two hours. 

CASE III, 

AT Rotterdam, on the 1 ith of February, 

1768, the Wife of Arnold Van Deyl> a 

houfe- 



/ 

[ *3 3 
houfe-painter, got up unperceived and 

went out of the houfe in the night 

time, and three feveral times threw her- 

feIf into a Canal. She was twice taken 

out before fhe could fink, and appear¬ 

ing fenfible, was left to go home. She 

afterwards plunged herfelf a third time, 

jtunk, and remained three quarters of an 

hour under water. When fhe was found 

again, fhe was taken out, and treated 

by Cornelius Maajwinkei, a Surgeon, who 

in the fpace of an hour recovered her 

by various means, but principally by the 

injection of Tobacco-fmoke, and then 

putting her in bed to her Hufband. 

This rafh aft ion was committed in de- 

fpair, becaufe the man her reputed huf¬ 

band, by whom fhe had two Children, 

obftinately refufed to marry her: after 

this difafter he owned himfelf in the 

wrong, and confented to marry her *, and 

this defperate Attempt reftored her to 

that 

s,. 
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that happinefs which other means had 

i ' v 

failed to obtain. 

CASE IV. 

ON the 25th day of May, 1768, 

about two Miles from Leide?2> as the 

Vrekfchuit from Delft was paffing on, 

the halling-rope broke, and four paffen- 

gers, then upon deck, fell overboard. 

Three of them were foon got out; but 

the fourth, named Jan Spyker, a Haber- 

daiher of Amfterdam, went to the bot¬ 

tom : he was, when found and brought 

on fhore, to all appearance dead. Four 

Charity-Boys belonging to Amfterdam 

attempted to recover him, and brought 

him to life again by the means directed in 

the Society’s Inftru&ions, 

CASE Y. 

AT Amfterdam, on the 10th of Au~ 

guft, 1768, one Lambert Luebbes from 

Balk in Frifeland, threw himfelf into 

the Town-ditch, in a fit of defpair, 

and 
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and lay immerfed at lead; twenty mi¬ 

nutes. He was got out with difficulty, 

and in a great degree recoverd by Frederic 

Pieterfon, a Surgeon but remaining weak, 

he was the next day carried to an 

Hofpital, where, notwithstanding Dr. 

Hagens, care, and the attempts of others 

to Save him, he died in the Space of two 

days, the diftreffing cireumftances he had 

long laboured under having too much 

weakened him. 
\ 

* • 

C A S E VI. 

AT Flujhmg in Zeeland, on the 14th 

of October, 1768, one Jan Haffel, a Ma¬ 

rine of twenty-three years of age, and 

a German by birth, being in liquor, 

fell from a high bridge into the water, 

and remained half an hour immerfed. 

W hen he was taken out, his eyes were 

clofed, his mouth open, and his face 

blue: he was quite cold, motionlefs, 

without any feeling, without breath, or 
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any fymptom of life. Half an hottf 

more elapfed before he was got into a 

houfe and affiftance given him. He 

was then laid before a great fire., rub¬ 

bed with hot cloths dipped in Brandy > 

and in three quarters of an hour he 

difcharged fome froth at the mouth. 

In half an hour after that, about nine 

ounces of blood were taken from him, 

by bleeding at the jugular vein ; foon 

after which he puked up fome clear 

water. Volatile Spirits were then ufed, 

as was alfo the Tobacco Fumigator which 

could not fooner be obtained, and the 

moment a fufficient quantity of vapour 

was introduced into his bowels, he 

gave farther fig ns of life, and threw up 

fome more water. A little brandy with 

a few drops of Spirit of Sal Ammoniac 

was then given him; the Spirit was 

held to his Nofe, and the rubbing was 

continued, upon which the blood began 

to circulate, and he was bled at the arm; 

after 

r 
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after which he fpoke, and defired to be 

allowed to deep, which being complied with, 

he flept all night, and was well enough 

next day, to continue his journey, being 

only a little feverifh, with a complaint of 

forenefs all over his body. The whole 

of this treatment was directed by Jofepb 

Raymondon, a furgeon to a Dutch fliip of 

war. 

C A S E VII. 
% 

NEAR Harlingen in Frifeland, on the 

18th of October,' 1768, the Child of 

Hendrik Beerendfz, a Girl of four years 

old, fell into a ditch headlong, and Rack 

in the mud; and having none but young 

children with her, who ran away frightened, 

no alarm or affiftance was immediately 

given; but fhe was fome time afterwards 

taken out by a perfon coming along the 

road, who difcovered her, and thought 

her quite dead. As he brought her into 

town, he met with a Surgeon, one Jan 

D Scboonebeek, 
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Schoonebeek, who diredtly turned her head 

downwards, and kept (baking her as (he 

was carried home : there he continued the 

fame motion by other hands for more than 

half an hour—when (lie gave fome ligns of 

life, threw up a little (lime, and began a 

crying, after which (lie was put into a 

warm bed, and perfectly recovered, 

CASE VIII. 

AT Wefcer~e?i Hilliger Lee in the Pro¬ 

vince of Groningen, on the 6th of Septem¬ 

ber, 1768, the Son of the Reverend Mr. 

Conradus Woldringh, a Child aged two 

years and five months, running after a 

dog, dipt through a hedge into a large 

ditch, and after being fought for more 

than fifteen minutes, was brought home 

quite lifelefs. Its father, called down from 

his ftudy, examined it attentively, and 

concluded it dead. Yet greatly anxious 

for its recovery if poffible, he ordered a 

large fire to be made, and the Child to he 

dripped. 
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ftripped. He then took it upon his knees, 

wrapping it up in his own warm night¬ 

gown, held it in an inclined manner, 

with its feet higher than its head, and 

with his hands and knees keptdts body in 

conftant agitation. It was after that well 

rubbed, and warmed before the fire, then 

fiercely burning, and in the fpace of ten 

minutes it gave fome faint figns of life, 

uttering that little found frequently heard 

at the moment of children’s birth, and it 

bled a little at the nofe. 

The rubbing and agitation being now 

continued upon a cufhion, it began to 

groan, and to breath with great difficulty 

—but it ftill farther recovered with the 

perfeverance of this treatment: its night¬ 

clothes were put on, and it was laid in a 

warm cradle by the fire fide. More than 

half an hour elapfed before it regained 

heat in all parts of its body; but as foon 

as that was obtained, it broke out in a 

D a prpfufe 
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profufe fweat, and the recovery was com¬ 

pleted. 

CASE IX. 

WITHIN two miles of Rotterdam, on 

the 9th of November, 2768, one Hendrik 

Stroiberg, a labouring man, in liquor, 

was drowned in the river Rotte 2 he was 

laid upon a lighter near the place where 

he was taken up, after an immerfion of 

thirty minutes and more. Some farther 

time elapfed before Dr. John Evans, who 

directed this cure, could find a proper 

place of treatment for him: he was then 

ftripped, his joints were become fo {tiff, 

as to render the ftripping him difficult. 

He was put into a warm bed, rubbed, 

and properly treated : fome pulfation was 

found in his arms, when a Surgeon at¬ 

tempted to bleed him, but with little 

effedt. Some Tobacco-fmoke was blown 

up his inteftines, and contributed to his 

recovery. At the end of an hour and a 

half 
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half, he complained of a difficulty in. 

breathing, and an oppreffion at his heart, 

for which an emetic was given him, that 

operated downwards indead of upwards. 

The next day he had a ffiarp pain at his 

bread, which was fcarce bearable when 

he breathed: a fecond bleeding and fome 

medicines removed that pain to his right 

fide, where it fettled, yet leflened by de¬ 

grees, as he recovered. 
I * 

CASE X. 

AT Amjlerdam, on the 30th of Novem¬ 

ber, 1768, one Lambert Ploos, an old 

man, fell from a boat he was pufhirig 

forward under a bridge, and finking to 

the bottom of the q^nal, was not readily 

found, becaufe it was dark: being got out 

at lad, he was put into a barge, and rolled 

on a cafk, though he was cold and diff— 

fome brandy was poured into his mouth, 

and he was carried to a pufalic-houfe, where 

he was laid before a large fire, dripped, 

and 
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and rubbed, and had fome dry clothes put 

on* When he -(hewed fome figns of life, 

a mefs of beer and bread, with mace and 

fome brandy in it, was given him by degrees 
• - * - * i 

as he recovered; which was fo faft, that in 

about fix hours from the firft of the 

accident, he could be conveyed to a boat 

that was to carry him home to s Grave/and, 

where he was perfectly reftored to health, 

CASE XL 

AT Rotterdam, on the 30th of No^ 

vember, 1768, a man called JanJofephus 

van Eel, being in liquor, fell into the river 

Maefe, in the dark, and was got out as foon 

as he could be found. Some of the by- 

ftanders rolled him upon acafk, and would 

have made an end of him foon, had not 

Dr. Evans refcued him out of their hands. 

His neck was then rubbed with brandy, 

of which fome part was poured into his 

nofe; and fome of it getting into his 

mouth, he opened his eyes and endea¬ 

voured 
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voured to fwallow it. Being got home* 

he was undrelfed, put to bed* rubbed, 

and attempted to be blooded, which how¬ 

ever he would not fuffer to be done. Some 

time after, he voided blood up and down 

from the bruifes of his being rolled, and 

in a few hours afterwards he expired. 

The common error of this rough treat¬ 

ment is ftill farther exemplified by the 

cafe of a young man, drowned in the f ne 

river, who muft inftantly have been 

killed by the blind zeal of the byfcanders, 

had not an Apothecary, called Bezoef> 

forcibly taken him out of their hands, 

CASE XII. 

AT Alkmaar in Holland, on the 19th 

of January, 1769, one Lodewick Schoe- 

mngy a Maltfter belonging to a Brewhoufe, 

the Starry Crown, ran into a canal in 

purfuit of his hat, and (hot forward fc 

far, as not to be found in left than fifteen 

minutes i and when he was got out, he 

feerned 
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feemed fo very lifelefs and ftiff as to be 

out of the reach of art. However to leave 

no means unattempted, he was firft rolled 

over a cafk, then carried to a brewhoufe, 

laid before a great fire, and undrefled j 

and feeming to give fome figns of life, a 

glafs of jeneva was poured into his mouth, 

which farther recovered him and made 

him throw up fome water. Another glafs 

of it, which he a&ed for, fet him up fo 

far, that, though much fwollen, he was 

able to be carried home, where he re-* 

covered gradually. 

CASE XIII. 

AT Leuwarden in Frifeland, on the 

26th of January, 1769, the Child of 

Hendrik Hendriks Gardemers, a boy of 

three years and fix months old, fell under 

the ice, and remained there for half an 
v v 

hour before he could be found: when 

he was taken out, he was dead to all ap¬ 

pearance; but a humane woman, named 
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Ida Sahapeling, took him into her boufe* 

Gripped him diredtly, wrapped him up 

in a woolen apron, warmed and rubbed 

him before a fire, and chaffed his head 

with warm brandy. After forty minutes 

treatment, putting her finger into his 
* 

mouth* flie found he bit it, and then flic 

poured in a fpoonfull of brandy. After 

this the put the child into a warm bed, 

with a ftone jug of hot water at its feet; 

and by fuch means made it fo much 
* 

better* that in the fpace of an hour from 

its firft being brought into her houfe, its 

parents could fafely carry it away wrapped 

up in a blanket; and the had the pleafure 

to fee it come to thank her the next day. 

The Magiftrates of Leuwarden had 

this Cafe publifhed in their town news¬ 

paper, with all its circumftances. 

CASE XIV. 

AT Amjierdam, on the 25th of Feb¬ 

ruary, 1769, a maid fervant* drawing 

E water 

* 
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water in the morning, fell into the canal 

before her matter’s door, and after fome 

ftruggling funk to the bottom. She was 

got out, in about a quarter of an hour, and 

had not the leaft fign of life in her. Air 

and Tobacco-vapour were immediately 

blown up her inteftines: (he was ftripped, 

laid before a fire, and was rubbed with 

cloths dipped in brandy, till fome figns of 

life were difcovered, when alfo fome 

froth appeared upon her mouth. An af- 

fifting Surgeon’s apprentice tried to bleed 

her, but got no more than a few drops: 

not being fatisfied with this, he opened 

the jugular vein, and took away eight or 

nine ounces of blood. As fihe recovered, 

fourteen or fifteen drops of Spirit of Sal 

Ammoniac were given her in water. Some 

hours afterwards ttie was put to bed, was 

rubbed, and had a Tobacco-clyfter. She 

was alfo hied in her right arm, and at 

length came entirely to herfelf; yet com¬ 

plained of an oppreffion in her breaft. 

At 



[ 27 ] ' 

At noon (he was ordered to be blooded a 

third time. At four in the afternoon, 

little complaint remained, but a draitnefs 

over her bread:, which die had before been 

fubjed to, and was afterwards cured. 

CASE XV. 

AT Rotterdam, on the 8th of April, 

1769, the daughter of Meindert den 

Breeder, a girl of ten years of age, fell 

into a ftagnated deep muddy ditch, 

near the rampart of the town, and duck 

in it for fome time. When the was taken 

out of it, die feemed, according to the 

account of the Surgeon Hooykaas who 

direded the following treatment, to be 

abfolutely dead, and looked as black as if 

die had been hanged, having alfo a quan¬ 

tity of froth at her lips and nofe. She 

was immediately dripped, put between 

warm blankets, and rubbed. After the 

jntrodudion of fome Tobacco-vapour into 

the intedines, a bleeding was attempted, 

E 2, and 
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and only about four ounces of blood ob¬ 

tained, by drops; the jugular vein not 

being practicable, upon account of the 

great fwelling of the neck and head* 

Three perfons then continued to rub, and 

inject fmoke, for the fpace of an hour, 

when a faint yawning, like that of a de¬ 

parting patient, gave the firft fmall fign 

of life. Some Spirit of Sal Ammoniac, 

held to the nofe, produced no effect, but 
\' 

in an hour and a half, fome flight pulfa- 

t ion was d^fcovered ; foon after which, 

Ihe diicharged upwards and downwards, 

and then began to move her legs and arms. 

At the end of two hours, fhe began to 

fcream, and cried out, I am fallen into 

the water; and afterwards complained of 

forenefs ail over her body. Some cordial 

was at this time given her, which had 

before been fruitlefsly attempted, and now 

ferved greatly to recover her. About an 

hour and a half afterwards, £he com¬ 

plained of a great pain in her bowels, and 

a 
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a difficulty in breathing, for which a 

clyfter with an infufion of Tobacco was 

adminiftered, and it operated in fo copious 

a manner, as to give her great relief. 

An hour and a half after this, fhe was 

delirious, and ftill more oppreffed—it was 

again tried to bleed her, and ftill without 

fuccefs; but a blifter was applied to her 

back, and thought to do her good. A 

laxative medicine wras given her by degrees 

during the night, and had its intended 

effedt. Next morning fhe had a violent 

pain in her fide, and a coniiderable op- 

preffion, for which recourfe was had to 

bleeding, which at laft fucceeded on her 

hand, and immediately relieved her. The 

next day (he voided feme hard, black, 

clayey fluff: the day after that, fhe com¬ 

plained of a pain in her breaft, which 
v V 

was found to proceed from fame fkin ^ 

being rubbed off during the operation. 

Her tongue remained furred for fome- 

days, but was at laft cleared by a repeti- J 

tion 

>' 

*> 

V 



I 

'[ 30 3 
tion of the laxative medicine; and fhe 

then gradually recovered her former 

ftrength, to the great comfort and affift- 

ance of an old helplefs father, whom this 

girl took care of, whilft the mother was 

abfent, indefatigably working as a chair-* 

woman for the fubfiftance of her family. 

CASE XVI. 
\ ' ■ « 

AT Amflerdam, on the 9th of April, 

1769, it happened at nine o'clock at 

night, that Beetje Harmets, a widow 

woman of fixty-two years of age, fell 

into the Keifersgragt, and remained im- 

merfed a quarter of an hour. As foon as 

fhe was got out, two Surgeon’s appren¬ 

tices, C, de Beer, and j. A. Beverly, had 

her flopped before a lire, bled her, rub¬ 

bed her hard, efpecially along the fpine 

of the back, with cloths dipped in brandy, 

and.blew fame Tohacco-fmoke into her 

mouth, which made her throw up feme 

water, and then fhe gave feme figns of 

life | 



life but foon after fhe was taken with 

ftrong convulfion fits; nearly baffling all 

hopes of farther recovery; yet by perfe- 

verance, and reducing a rupture fhe was 

found to have, fhe grew fo much better, 

as to be able, in three hours time from 

"her immerfion, to be conveyed home in a 

carriage. 

CASE XVII. 

AT Amjlerdam, on the i yth of April, 1769, 

Anna Woertman, a woman of twenty-feven 

years of age, belonging to that pleafant part 

of the city called the Plantage, was taken 

out of the water, without its being known 

how long flae had lain in it. She was incon- 
** W Y, _ 

fiderately rolled upon a float, for a quarter 

of an hour, and is faid to have voided a good 

deal of water. She was then carried into 

ahoufe, whereBernardusDonfe!aar> an apo¬ 

thecary, was fent for, and told fine had juft 

before given fome very faint fign of life; 

though in fad fhe appeared quite lifelefs. 
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wasftiff, and had green and blue fpots all over 

her body.—She was laid before a fire in 

blankets, and rubbed with a mixture of 

fpirit of Sal Ammoniac and Effence of 

Rofemary, along the back bone, the loins, 

the neck, the head and temples, and a 

Rone jug with hot water was laid at her 

feet. Some farther figns of life then ap~ - 

pearing, fhe began to fhake as in the cold 

fit of an ague, fpake and complained; 

upon which fonie fpoonfuls of Jeneva 

were given her, and (lie was blooded—her 

blood was black and thick, not inflamed. 

Being thirfiy, feme milk and water was 

given her; and then fhe fell into fits feem- 

ingly ftrong enough to carry her off: thefe 

however were removed by a cordial ad- 

miniftered to her. In the fpace of four 

hours and a half fhe was fo much better, 

as to be carried home, and put to bed to 

her filter, where*fhe fell into a breathing 

fweat. About five hours afterwards (lie com¬ 

plained of a great oppreffion, and a violent 

pain 

/ 
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pain in all her limbs; for which an aperient 

laxative mixture was given, and which 

made her part writh a quantity of watery 

matter. The pain augmenting, and fixing in 

her fide and bread:, file was twice bled, and 

her blood being then found much inflamed, 

it was wifhed to repeat the bleedings; but 

file proved to be too weak: however, a 

blifier was applied to her fide ; and other 

treatment being opportunely given, file 

was entirely recovered in the fpace of a 

fortnight, the fiownefs of which is attri¬ 

buted to her having been afflicted fix 

months before with a fever, and conftanfc 
\ 

depreflion of fpirits, upon account of bad 

circumftances, 

CASE XVIII. 

AT Amjlerdam, on the 26th day of 

May, 1769, at midnight, a young woman, 

Racbeltje Ooms, taken out of the Damrak, 

where file was found drowned, was firfi: - 

foiled upon a calk, and then carried into 



[ 34 ] 

a home, attempted to be bled by Bareni 

Boerregter, a Surgeon, then rubbed and 

chafed with Spirit of Sal Ammoniac, had 

brandy fpouted into her mouth, and her 

nofe tickled with a feather—but all this 

being done without effedt, fhe was laid 

before a fire, the rubbing was continued, 

forae more brandy put into her mouth, 

and after three quarters of an hour, fome 

pulfation being; felt in her left arm, a 

bleeding was performed there, and more 

than twelve ounces of blood taken away j 
« 

after which fine gave fuch figns of life, as 

made all farther treatment appear fuper- 

fluous; and fhe was able to walk home at 

the end of five hours from the time of 

her being firfl found. 

CASE XIX. 

AT Amjlerdam, on the 29th of July, 

1769/ a Boy of fourteen years of age, 

called Jacob Voorn, rowing with fome 

otneis in a boat, fell overboard, and 

funk 

/ 
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funk dire&ly. More than twenty minutes 

elapfed before he could be got out of the 

water. Pie was then carried into a houfe, 

where by the direction of Floris Loosjes, an 

apothecary, he was {tripped of his clothes, 

laid in a blanket, and rubbed all over; 

Tobacco-fmoke was blown up into his 

inteftines, and wind forced into his mouth, 

whilft his nofe was held clofe, and this 

repeatedly. He was bled at the arm, and 

nine or ten ounces of blood were taken 

away ; after which, upon the appearance 

of fome figns of life, a little brandy was 

put into his mouth; and the room in 

which he was thus treated, being thought 

too clofe, he was carried into a more airy 

room, where fome more brandy being 

forcibly fpouted into his throat, he rotifed 

at once, and fcreamed out; when he be¬ 

came quieter, fome milk and water was 

given him to drink. He was then put 

to bed, had hot cloths applied to him, 

and was well covered up. He grew warm 
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by degrees, excepting at the foies of his 

feet, and was delirious at times but that 

ceafing, he complained of a pain and in¬ 

flammation in his throat, which, by the 

prefcription of a Phyfician, was got the 

better of in a few days, and the lad totally 

reftored, 

C A S E XX. 

AT Rotterdam, on the 1 ft of Auguft, 

1 9? ^ the dock, in the Hemitg-jieet, 

one Gerr it Schrauwen, the {kipper of a 

yacht belonging to Mr. Hogendyk, in 

changing the fituation of the fhed in 

which fuch pleafure-boats are kept, flipped 

his hold, fell into the water, and funk 

diredtly in a part where the depth was 

not lefs than twrenty flve feet, A peafant 

in fl obferved this fhed floating by ltfelf, 

then difcovered a hat near it, and con- 

cluaing feme mifchance had happened, 

gave the alarm 1 upon which feveral men 

came with boat-hooks, which proved too 

fhort. 
/ 
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fhort, and fome time elapfed before they 

could get others, none longer being at 

hand. He was at laft got out by a friend 

of his, one Arnoldus Fynands, who found 

him at the diftance of fifty paces from the 

float from which he fell; and it appeared 

that he had endeavoured, as long as his 

fenfes lafted, to get towards the quay. 

When he was taken out of the water, his 

eyes were clofe fhut; his face was diftorted, 

and looked wan$ and his jaw was fo 

much fixed, that with difficulty his mouth 

was broke open, and brandy was poured 

into it twice without any fuccefs: more 

than twenty-five minutes were now 

elapfed fince he firfl: fell in ^ yet his friend, 

with three other workmen of the dock¬ 

yard, attempted to recover him; they 

fhook him violently, they by turns rubbed 

his bread: and belly, fqueezed his throat, 

and forced fome water and blood out of 

it. They then carried him to the houfe of 

one Schaardenberg, a Surgeon, dwelling 

at 
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4t fome diilance from the dock, there 

flopped him of his wet clothes, and put 

on others dry and warm of the byflanders. 

They then had recourfe to the ufual treat¬ 

ment, and could not in lefs than twenty 

minutes obtain any figns of life, which 

they did at laft, when the Surgeon put 

Into his mouth fome fpiritous liquor, to 

which the patient had always an averfioh. 

He than began to fcream, called for his 

companion, looked aghaft, and recovered 

by degrees. When he was fufficiently 

better, they led him home ftaggering, and 

throwing up more water and blood. 

During two or three days, he looked 

gloomy, and was low-fpirited 3 but foon 

after, efpecially by means of a trip taken 

with his mailer, he recovered entirely. 

CASE XXL 

AT Oojizaandam in North-Holland, 

on the eighth of Augufl, 1769, a Child of 

three years old, the Son of Albert Majker, 

a 
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a Taylor, was taken out of the water, after 

an immerfion of fifteen minutes, and 

brought home to its parentse A Surgeon, 

J. Van Mach even, by whofe door it was 

carried, followed it, and took care of it. 

He found the child entirely motionlefs, 

its limbs fupple, its head and face blue, 

and a quantity of bloody froth upon its 

mouth and note. He ftripped off its wet 

clothes as fall as poffible, and put it to 

bed between blankets, with a jug of hot 

water at its feet. He then applied the 

Tobacco-vapour pipe, and rubbed its 

back bone with fine fait and warm brandy. 

He opened its mouth by force, to pour in 

fome brandy and butter, which ran out 

again diredtly: he held the Spirit of Am¬ 

moniac Salt to its nofe, blew fnuff into 

it, and tickled it with a feather. Soon 

after this, he perceived fome pulfation in 

a large artery, which encouraged him to 

continue his treatment, ’till he heard a 

rattling in its throat, and a rumbling in 

the 

\ 
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the belly. Then it began to fweat, and 

to reach a little, and had a difcharge 3 

which fymptoms did not appear till after 

the fpace of three hours, at the end of 

which it was in a fair way of recovery. 

After having fome reft, it was feverifh and 

drowfy; as much beer and butter, and 

weak tea, as could be got down, being 

given to it, the amendment was percepti¬ 

ble. An oppr^flion remaining, fome four 

dough was put to its feet, and it became 

well and chearful again the next day. 

CASE XXII. 

IN Amjierdam, on the 23d of Auguft, 

1769, Samuel Abrahams, a Jew, who got 

his livelihood by carrying greens about for 

fale, fell from a fifh-float into the water, 

funk, and was got out again by two other 

Jews. Some time after, Frans Nicolas 

Wickely a Surgeon, came to their affiftance, 

got him carried into a public houfe, had 

him ftripped, laid before a fire, and 

• rubbed 
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rubbed all over the body with brandy, and 

took twelve ounces of blood from him . 

after which, 'to continue the treatment 

without interruption, hegot the a ffi fiance of 

JacobdeKoningb, another Surgeon’s appren¬ 

tice, and they together continued rubbing, 

held Spirit of Sal Ammoniac to his noie, 

gave him two Clyfters of an infufion of 

Tobacco, with fbme fait and oil, which 

produced a copious evacuation : they 

poured fome Liquor Anodinus into his 

mouth y he then puked, and came to him- 

felf fo fpeedily that in one half-hour’s 

time he afked for fome drink. Some milk 

and water was then given him, a dry fhirt 

was put on, and he was laid between blan¬ 

kets in bed, becaufe he complained of an op¬ 

pression upon his breafc j and half an horn 

afterwards, fitting up in bed, h6 feemed 

taken with a convulfion fit, fell back and 

expired. This fudden death was by fome 

attributed to the falling ficknefs, to which 

he was faid to have been fubjeft. 

G CASE 
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CASE XXIII, 

AT Amjlerdam, on the 23d of Auguft* 

1769, the SonofArentyandenBerghyZ. Boat,* 

man, being a child of fo me what lefs than 

two years qld, fell into a rain-water ciftern 

with a very narrow mouth, into which 

its mother would have Aid after it without, 

any piofpedl of affi&ance, had die not been 

prevented by forne lyftanders, who them- 

felves did what they could to get at the 

child, but were obliged to have recourse 

to a lad, who being thin could flip down, 

and being held, grope for the child below 

him. He did fo with good fuccefs, and 

got the child, which was then (poor help- 

lefs thing) laid upon a calk, rolled and 

ctherwife tormented, to bring it to itfelf 

again. One of the afliftants had the pre¬ 

fence of mind to ufe a Tobacco-pipe, to 

blow its fmoke up the child’s inteftines^ 

upon which feme figns of life being dis¬ 

covered, it was laid upon its mother’s lap. 
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juft when Dr. Bernard\ who had been fer»t 

for, came in, and diredled the following 

treatment, of which he himfelf has given 

the account. He ordered a good fire to 

be made, got'the mother to ftrip the child, 

and made enquiry about what had been 

done pnor to his coming.-^-He then had 

it diligently rubbed all over with Jeneva 

and Salt, ’till it uttered a plaintive found, 

and fome froth appearing at its mouth and 

nofe, it began to puke.—It now hung its 

head over its fooulders, feemingly diftreifed, 

then threw up fome more phlegm, and 

had a difeharge.—The uneafy motion of 

the head continued, without the leaf pul- 

fation in any of the blood-vefoels, ’till at 

laft, with a third fit of puking, fome beat¬ 

ing was felt in the left arm_Then the 

motion of the head leffened, the child 

feemed lefs opprefTed, and began to cry. 

The mother was then alked what it liked 

to drink; and that proving to be beer, a little 

of it was wanned with fome fugar, and 

G 2 was 

.V 
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was drank off with eagernefs.—-It fee in eel 

as yet not rightly recovered, for want of a 

more copious difeharge, for which a mix¬ 

ture was ordered to be given by a fpoonful 

every hour, the child being kept as warm 

as poffible in blankets, the pungent vapour 

of the Tobacco was not thought farther 

eligible :—it was alfo judged that a bleed¬ 

ing wras not advifable, neither of the 

jugulars being turgid, nor any blood vef- 

fels difcoverable in its arms, or on its 

hands. In the evening it lay quiet, looked 

about diftindtly, and, as the mother thought, 

o-rew better vifibly j its hands felt natu- 

rally warm, its pulfe was regular, but 

quick as ulual with children of that age.—• 

The mixture having had no effed, it was 

repeated, and the mother charged to keep 

the child very warm, as it was imagined it 

muft fweat much in the night, with the 

great quantity of water it had fwallowed ; 

and to forward this, fhe was direded to lay 

a jus with hot water at its feet j all which 

fhe 
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ihe exactly complied with. It did fweat 

confiderably in the night, and ftarted often 

in its deep, ’till about midnight, when it 

began to reft quietly :—early in the morn¬ 

ing it had two ftools, after which it afked 

to ft ay up and be dreded j which being 

granted, it took its breakfaft as ufual, 

played about a while, and then lay down to 

deep again. It recovered perfe&ly, though 

Dr. Bernard fays it was of an uncom¬ 

monly weak frame, and much inclined to 

the rickets. 

CASE XXIV. 
* 

AT Zuider dr achten, in the province of 

Frifeland, on the 3d of June, 1769, a Boy of 

three years old, the Child of Cornells 

Gedfers, a Wool-dreffer, fell into a ditch, 

out of which he was taken as dead* He 

was treated by a Surgeon, who in the fpace 

of fifteen minutes obtained fome faint figns 

of life, but could not in lefs than nine hours 

get him fo far recovered as to fpeak. He 

tried 
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tried every method, recommended or iiofy 

except bleeding. He (hook the child for 

a confiderable time with its head down¬ 

wards he blew air into its inteflinesj firft 

with a Tobacco-pipe, and afterwards with 

a Syringe :—he opened its mouth by force/ 

and blew air into its throat he dried 

Its body, chafed it, and rubbed it with 

brandy and fait along the back bone.—• 

He held a volatile fait to its nofe; tickled 

it with a feather ; rubbed the foies of its 

feet with a brufh, and gave it two clyfters; 

after all which applications, his endeavours 

were attended with the defired effect 
1 / " ‘ * 

CASE XXV. 

IN the City of Dordregt in Holland, in 

the month of July, 1769, it happened that 

a boy of fix years old, at play on a wharf, 

fell from a beam into the water, unnoticed 

by his playfellows, who, when they miffed 

him, ran up to the road to feek for him : 

but a younger child, not yet fit to play 

with 
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with the others, and who at fome little 

diftance had feen him fall in, and flood 

flaring for a time as flruck with amaze^ 

ment, ran home to tell of this accident; 

and at that very moment met its father, 

who was juft returned from the Province 

of Zealand. This unexpected circumftance 

diverted the child from its purpofe fqr a 

while; but as foon as a moment’s quiet 

fucceeded to the great expreffions of joy 

in the family, the little child took the 

opportunity to make them underftand, 

by broken words and figns, that fomebody 

was fallen into the water, and led them to 

the place where it happened ; upon which, 

immediate fearch being made, the boy 

was found, and taken out, dead to all 

appearance, after having remained for fo 

confiderable a time under water. He was 

carried home, was undreffed, had fome 

tobacco-fmoke blown up his inteftines, 

and was put into warm blankets, in which 

he gave fome faint figns of life, crying 

when. 
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when the fcles of his feet were tickled, 

but without any other certain fymptom. 

After many more trials, his mother took 

him into bed to her, and by rubbing and 

cheering him all night, got him to a 

ftate of perfect recovery. The fteady 

perfeverance in this treatment is remark¬ 

able by its being carried on for a fpace of 

time not lefs than twelve hours, and gives 

room to the Surgeon, Jan Van Hefpel, who 

relates the cafe, to utter this exclamation : 

—~<<r Who knows in how many thoufand 

“ perfons the remaining fpark of life is 

extinguished by injudicious practices ! 

“ when fpeedy and proper endeavours 

« might reftore a fufficient degree of 

6C genial heat.” 

CASE XXVI. 

AT Leuwarden in Frifeland, on the 3d 

of September, 1769, a Boy of four years 

and five months old, the Son of Cornells van 

Meningen, a Tanner, fell into the water, 

and 
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&tid Aid forward from the place at which 

he went in, which was pointed out by 

a ftili younger child who had feen the acci¬ 

dent from the other fide of the canal. After 

more than half an hour’s fearch by feveral 

perfons, he wTas taken out by his own 

father, who immediately ran about with 

him in conflant agitation, and had wind 

repeatedly blown up into his inteftines by 

the affiflants: as foon as the child was 

brought home, it was flapped, the blow¬ 

ing was continued, and it was rubbed be** 

fore the lire ’till it gave fome faint figns of 

life, foon after which it threw up fome 

clear water, and voided fo;ne thin excre¬ 

ment : it was then thought proper to give 

it a little frefli butter melted with brandy, 

to make it reach, which it did repeatedly, 
* 

and its fpeech returned, at which tim$ 

it was put to bed well wrapped up$ and 

thus by degrees it recovered, fo as to be 

able in the courfe of three days to go to 

fchool again. 

H CAS E 

0 
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CASE XXVII. 

At Amjlerdam, on the 8th of September* 

1769, Hanna Polak, a German Jewefs* 

drawing up a pail of water, flipped from 

the plank upon which the flood, fell into 

the canal, and receiving a blow of the pail 

upon her head, was ftunned, and funk at 

once. She was got out in eight or ten 

minutes time, and attended by Michiel 
r 

Cramer, an Apothecary, and Ifaac Serrano, 

a Surgeon, the latter of which bled her 

upon the fpot where fhe was firfl: laid 

down : they then got her carried into a 

houfe, where they blew wind into her 

lungs and inteftines; gave her a clyfter, 

and rubbed her back bone with Spirit of 

Sal Ammoniac : having no bed, they fet 

her in blankets on a chair near to a German 

ftove. Three hours elapfed before one 

Angle ftroke of a pulfe was felt in her,— 

and that fymptom giving frefli vigour to 

the operators, the rubbing was continued ; 

a 
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a ftimulating clyfier was given her, fhe 

was kept as warm as poffible, and began 

to perfpire. Two hours and a half after 

that, fhe began to fpeak, took fome liquid, 

and threw up fome water. She fell then 

into convulfive fits, which by fome medi¬ 

cines were allayed. At the end of fix 

hours more, fhe was bled again at the foot, 

which compofed her greatly, and from 

thence forward fhe gradually recovered. 

CASE XXVIII. 

AT Horn in North-holland, on the 15th 

September, 1769, two Boys driving a 

waggon into town, and delivering fome 

bags of meal at the Hope of the Rnjhrug, 

a bridge near the north gate of the town, 

it happened that the horfe took fright, 

few acrofs the road, and threw the wag¬ 

gon upfide-down into the ditch, v/here¬ 

with a Boy who fat in the middle of it 

was covered, the other who was in tne 

fore part of it having jumped off The 

H z B°y 
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Boy who fell under, by name Cornells Smif» 

was fixteen years old. Five men of the 

town ran to his aflidance, but knew not 

on what fide of the waggon to get at him : 

after fome time they efpied one of his legs 

flicking out a little from under it, and 

in vain endeavoured to pull him out : 

the Boy lay upon his back, deeply de- 

prelfed in the mud by the weight of the 

waggon, befide which the horfe was alia 

in the way :—they then cut his traces ; 

as foon as he found himfelf lefs confined, 

he began to rear and druggie, and was 

near trampling the Boy’s leg to pieces j 

they held and ilroked him, ’till he was 

quite loofe, and then led him out; after 

which lifting up the waggon, they dragged 

out the Boy, and laid him upon the bank, 

covered and disfigured with mud, and as 

they thought dead beyond doubt. It was 

incumbent upon them however to try to 

find out whether any life dill remained in 

him, and to recover him if podible. They 

firft 
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firft waffied the mud off his head, face and 

neck, which they found to be black and 

bl ue ; they cut the collar of his fhirt, and 

then poured fome brandy into his mouth, 

by the effed: of which upon the mufcles of 

his face, they difcovered fome motion in 

him, which was furprifing after his having 

been more than a quarter of an hour in the 

above deplorable lituation. They laid him 

upon a calk, and rolled him flowly about, 

in expedition of fome farther figns of life, 

which indeed returned but faintly : upon 

thofe indications they put into his mouth 

fome buttered beer with brandy, and rolled 

and fhaked him again; after which he began 

to throw up fome froth, water and blood. 

He then was carried to a neighbouring 

public-holife, where he was with difficulty 

ftripped of his clothes, waffied all over 

with warm water, and wiped with hot 

cloths, which feemed to reftore life to 

him, for he cried out with it. Some dry 

woolen things were then put on him ; he 

was 
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was fet in a great chair before a good fire $ 

and fomething emetic was twice given him 

with fo much effedt, that he vomited up, 

as is faid, even clods of mud. Thus clear¬ 

ed, he was put into a warm bed, where at 

firft he was feverifh, but afterwards refted 

well s and next day, to the furprife of all, 

was quite recovered, and had not one fin-* 

gle part of his body hurt, 

CASE, XXIX. 

AT Amjlerdam, on the yth of Septem¬ 

ber, 1769, a Child of one Nicolas Vermeulen 

playing upon a bridge fell thro’ the rails 

into the water. The mother then big 

with child, faw the accident out of her 

window, flew down flairs, ran to the bridge, 

jumped down to fave it, and was in great 

danger of drowning. The father, who at 

that moment got home, finding out what 

was the matter, made hafte to the quay, 

and with fome afiiftance got out his wife 

firft, and afterwards, in a quarter of an hour’s 

timet 
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time, the child was found, and brought on 

fhore, to all appearance dead. Several 

attempts to recover it were in vain made, 

both on the quay and in the houfe ; at 

length one Chrifioffel Roodolphs, a Surgeon, 

came to their affiftance: he had the child 

ftripped directly, wrapped in warm blan¬ 

kets, and laid before a fire. He then 

took fome brandy in his mouth, forced 

open that of the child, and fpouted it in : 

he blew his breath ftrongly into its mouth, 

and in about twelve minutes time fome 

ligns of life appeared, fuch as a faint refpi- 

ration, a fighing, a grinding of the teeth* 

and fome convulfive motion, the ordinary 

progreffive fymptoms of recovery. He 

continued his treatment for an hour and a 

half longer, and bled the child, after 

which it feemed quiet for a while, yet was 

a good deal oppreffed in Its breathing. The 

next day it was relieved by a fecond bleed¬ 

ing, after which it recovered by degrees to 

perfed health. 

CASE 
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CASE XXX. 
I . 

AT Leyden, on the 4th of February* 

1769, as yacobus C lav an, a Tanner’s jour¬ 

ney-man, twenty three years of age, wa$ 

ftepping into a boat to help his fupet*- 

annuated father to row, he miffed his ftep, 

fell into the water, went down, and com-* 

ing up again, he cried out, I am lojl ! then 

funk, and remained at the bottom* His 

poor father could do no more than feebly 

to call for help. A quarter of an hour 

elapfed before he was got out of the water, 

and on fhore. No figns of life appeared : 

a good deal more time was loft before it 

was agreed upon to carry him into ahoufe, 

and ere he was received into one: and in 

this way half an hour paffed from his firft 

falling into the wrater, before any treat¬ 

ment was attempted, when Dr. 6Jac. 

Smazen gave him his affiftance by ordering 

him to be ft ripped before a good fire, co¬ 

vered with blankets, and rubbed all over : 

this 

i 
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this was followed with opening a vein in 

each arm, the orifice in the firft having 

yielded but a few drops of blood ; but the 

other flowing freely, fome fmall motion 

was perceived in the body ; a little brandy 

was then poured into his mouth, and he 

was chafed with fome more. With this 

affiftance, and the lofs of twelve ounces of 

blood, he became fenfible, threw up fome 

phlegm, feemed violently opprefled, and 

complained of a great pain in his head and 

breaft. He was then put into a warm bed* 

a cordial was given him, and afterwards a 

mefs of buttered beer and bread, with which, 

and fome reft, he became fo much better, 

that he was carried home in lefs than nine 

hours from the beginning of the accident. 

He did not however recover very fail, for 

it was more than three days before he ac¬ 

quired his ufual ftrength. 

I CASE 

$ 

/ 
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CASE XXXI. 

AT Amjlerdam, on the 17 th of Novembers 

1769, it happened, that as Antony Witneven, 

a porter, was leaning againft fome balkets 

by the water-lide, probably fomewhat in 

liquor, they gave way, and he fell into the 

Canal. When he was got out by fome of 

his fellow porters, they pronounced him 

dead :—they neverthelefs carried him to a 

beer cellar, fethimupon his head,fhook him, 

and gave him fome farther rough and very 

improper ufage:—notwithftanding which, 

by fome warmth and rubbing, he gave 

figns of life, and recovered in fome degree, 

but in two days time he died. 

This, and other inftances, help to fhew 

that a recovery is found more difficult, 

where the patient has been much addidted 

to liquor, and where the firft treatment has 

been preceded by rough ufage. 

I 

C A S B 

I 
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CASE XXXII. 

1 N the fuburbs of Groningen, on the 

19th of November, 1769, the fon of 

Cafper Bofchman> a boy of nine years 

old, wafhing his hands at a hole cut 

in the ice, fell in, and Aid forward about 

eight feet under it. As foon as a younger 

brother of his had given the alarm by his 

running to fetch a pole, the boy was fought 

for with it; and his father returning from, 

church, informed of the accident, ran to 

the place, got into the hole, broke the 

ice with his hands, breaft, and fhoulders, 

notwithstanding its being two inches thick, 

and having found his child at laft, ran 

home with it upon his arms, fhaking it 

as he went* though to all appearance dead* 

He ftill ran about with it for a time, in 

the fame manner, at home, whilft a fire 

was lighting, and then made two women 

fit down with it before the fire, to rub it 

all over with warm cloths, efpecially along 

la the 
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the back bone, and to flap the foies of its 

feet with their hands. Soon after this 

treatment the child feemed to breathe a 

little ; and then it was put to bed, with a 

ffone bottle of hot water at its bread and 

hands, and heated bricks were put to its 

back and feet. As the child recovered, the 

father made it take fome brandy with 

melted butter, which made it puke up 

fome water and blood ; but by repeating 

the dofe fome of it flayed upon its flo- 

mach : foon after it appeared delirious by 

intervals, which however went off; and 

ft recovered gradually during the courfe of 

feveral days, at the end of which its 

ftrengcfi returned entirely. 

* '• . » < ~ * - - ■ * " - _ \ *•w 

CASE XXXIII. 

In the large Canal, near the Town of 

Ouderkerk, the T’rekfchuit going from Gouda 

to Amjlerdam, in the night, it happened on 

the 22d of December, 1769, that one "Jan 

Valk} a bulky man, advanced in years, a 

paffenger9 



[ 59 3 

paffenger, fell over-board, funk and re¬ 

mained a quarter of an hour under water, 

before the boat could be flopped, turned* 

and he begot out. As foon as he was taken 

into the fchuit, a fhopkeeper from Rotter¬ 

dam, Pieter Knuijjiing, the perfon who was 

feated by him before he fell in, took charge 

of him, laid him on cufhions upon the 
i ■ 

middle bench, and defired fuch of the 

pafiengers as fmoked Tobacco, to fill 

and light their pipes; of which he made 

^ch good ufe, that after blowing up 

the vapour of feven pipes into the inteflines 

of the patient, he gave fome figns of life, 

and brought up a few mouthfuls of water* 

After ufing feven more pipes, and being 

fupplied with the handkerchiefs of the 

pafiengers, warmed by means of the floves 

generally ufed in the Trekfcbuits, he 

rubbed the patient’s breafl and belly with 

them for above half an hour, and by the 

time they arrived at the town, he began to 

fit up, and foon after was led into a tavern, 

where being undrefled, he was put to bed 

in 
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in warm blankets; but not gathering 

warmth, and having complained of excef- 
■v 

five cold, a Hone bottle with hot water 

was laid to his f^et, and therewith at the’ 

end of two hours treatment he was much 

recovered : but as foon as the town gates 

were opened, and a furgeon could be got# 

he was let blood, and he recovered fo well 

as to be able to return home in the evening 

of the fame day in another fchuit, 

CASE XXXIV. 

AT Rotterdam, on the 31ft of January, 

1770, the ftreets being flippery, it happened 

that 'Johanna Onkruid, a Woman of about 

fifty-four years of age, drawing water out 

cf the Canal before her door, fell into the 

water, and flipped under the ice without 

being obferved, and there being a lock 

near to the place, fhe was fiowly con*^ 

veyed towards it by the current of the 

water: fhe was afterwards difcovered by 

another woman alfo drawing water, who 

gave the alarm, and had her taken out as 

fooii 
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fbon as poffible. She was carried home, 

and Hendrick van Schaardenburgh, a Sur¬ 

geon, took charge ofher. He firft poured 

fome brandy into her mouth, had her flap¬ 

ped, had fome aired things put on her, laid 

her in a warm bed, and put done bottles 

with hot water near her body. After that, 

he ufed the Tobacco-vapour pipe, and got 

the body well rubbed all over $ which being 

done with afiiduity, for half an hour, he 

then obtained the firft figns of life, gave 

her fome cordial drops in a glafs pf wine, 

and went on as before. She began to move 

reftlefsly after a time, threw up fome water, 

coughed, and feemed much opprefied, tho* 

flic had not then quite recovered her fenfes. 

She got fomewhat to drink, but could not 

keep it upon her ftomach; fhe then had an 

evacuation of another kind, and defired to 

be allowed to deep, which fhe did tolerably 

well for fome hours, but then complained 

of an oppreffion and great pain at her breaft, 

which leffened by flow degrees, and fhe re¬ 

covered, having long been tender and afth- 

matic, 

i 1 



matic, for which reafon this furgeon did 

not bleed her, but ufed all means to re- 

ftore her to ftrength fpeedily, fhe being 

the only fupport of an old, decrepit, help-* 

CASE XXXV. 

AT Neykerk in Frifeland, on the 24th of 

January, 1770, Aafke Symons, wife of Jan 

Reinders, fell into the Town Canal, lay un¬ 

der the ice for more than half an hour, be¬ 

fore it could be broke enough to get her 

out; and by proper- and diligent treatment 

afterwards! die was brought to life again, 

and fpeedily recovered. 

CASE XXXVI. 

AT Tlilverfum in Frifeland, on the 10th 

of February, 1770, the fon of Myndert van 

Gocb, a child of about two years old, fell 

into a pit that had little more than a 

foot of water in it, yet a fuflicient quan¬ 

tity to drown the child, which lay in it 

with its head down and its heels upwards. 
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A man coming part, after it had lain about 

half an hour, took it out of the pit, and 

Carried it home, where it was laid by for 

another half-hour, as dead 5 when Dodor 

Francis Cordetnans propofed to attempt its 

recovery. He proceeded in the ufual man¬ 

ner, brought it to life in fome hours, and 

feftored it to health in a few days. 

CASE XXXVII. 

AT Rotterdam, on the 26th of rebruary, 

177o, Jan Kok, a Brulh-maker’s lad, of 

fourteen years of age, drawing water out of 

the Canal early in the morning before it 

Was light, fell in, funk under a boat, and 

remained there for half an hour. His 

mafter having fought for him elfewheie, 

at laft groped for him with a hook about 

the place where he generally took up 

water, and having found him, had him 

carried home as dead j but Jan Hofman, a 

Surgeon, fent for, recovered him, and by 

K -proper 
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proper means reftored him fo perfectly that 

he returned to his work in a few days, 

C A S E XXXVIII. 

AT Gouda in South Holland, it hap¬ 

pened on the 3d of March, 1770, that a 

giri of four years and a half old, the 

daughter of Cornells Krap, was taken out 

of a canal drowned, and brought home. 

She was thought to be dead, was dripped, 

rolled up in a £heet, and laid by to be 

buried. But fome perfons coming in a 

while after, propofed to make a trial of re¬ 

covery, though die was quite cold and ftiff. 

They then proceeded to treat her, accord¬ 

ing to the Society’s Inftrudtions, very affi- 

duoufly for the fpace of two hours and a 

half, when they had the fatisfa&ion of re- 

florins: her to life, o 

CASE XXXIX. 

AT Haarlem, on the 3d of June, 177c, 

the wife of Adrian Befem, aged forty years9 

was 

/ 



was found in a canal where fhe had lain for 
/ \ ".j 

fome time with her face downwards, as if 

fhe had dropped into it in a fit of the fall- 

ing-ficknefs, which fhe was fubjedl to. She 

was taken out, and fome time elapfed be¬ 

fore fhe could be treated for a recovery $ 

but the proper means being at laft ufed by 

Jan van cTekelenburghi the Town Surgeon 

and Man-Midwife* fhe was gradually re«* 

ftored to health, 

CASE XL. 

AT Leuwarden in Frifeland, on the yth 

of June, 1770, a child of about four years 

old, called 1lilletje, the daughter of Jan 

Abrahams, was taken out of a canal, in 

which fhe had lain immerfed with her 

head downwards for more than half an 

hour : fhe was ftripped, warmed, and 

cheered for fome time without interruption, 

and was perfectly recovered. 
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CASE XLI. 
\ 

AT Schiedam on the Maefe, on the nth 

July, 1770, Frederic Kleyn> a man of twenty 

four years of age, fell from a boat into the 

north ditch of the town, A perfon who 

faw him fall in, went haftily to his affift> 

ance in another boat, laid hold of the 

drowning man* and was himfelf pulled 

into the water. Some time elapfed be-? 

fore a third boat was got, and then he who 

laft fell in was foon taken out; the other 

was not fo readily found, having been long 

immerfed, and moved from the place 

where he fell in. He was however at laft 

got out, laid on the bank, and fhaken for 

the fpace of fifteen minutes by two men 

who took him by his hands and feet, his 

face being downwards, and fwung and agi¬ 

tated him, till they made him puke up 

fome water. He was after that treated by 

Gerrit Wienerjhoff and Cornells de Vos, Sur- 

\ 
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peons, and by their endeavours brought 

back to life in a few hours, 

CASE XLIL 

AT Amjlerdam, on the 24th of Sep* 

tember, 1770, at four in the morning, an 

old man of fixty-three years of age, called 

Pieter Kalis, miftaking his way, fell into a 

canal, and remained more than a quarter 

of an hour immerfed before he could be 

found 5 but when he was got out, he was 

fo properly affifted by Matthys Wageman, 

Cornelis Boef, Claas Houthuizen, "John Ra~ 

trie, and five more, that he recovered in, 

a very fhort Ipace of time. 

CASE XLIIL 

AT Amjlerdam, on the 19th of October, 

1770, Gertrude van Greevingh, a woman of 

thirty-four years old, wife to Hendrik 

Harmfze, a Mariner in the Eaft Indies, 

going over one of the high bridges, turned 

her ankle, fell and flipped through the 

rails 
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rails into the water, and by the current 

was carried away about twenty paces from 

where (lie fell ip. Willem Cuyper, who 

attempted to find her, though it was dark, 

met with feveral difafiers, and at laft, by the 

help of two other men, found the corpfe, 

and laid it upon the fore deck of a large 

boat, where they fet her upon her head, 

to make her difgorge water, and blew fome 

Tobacco-fmoke into her. She was then 

carried into a houfe, where £he was farther 

treated, and recovered fo fpeedily as to be 

fent home in a carriage two hours and a, 

half afterwards; notwithftanding fhe was 

irnmerfed more than an hour* 

CASE XL1V. 

At Harlingen in Frifeland, on the 16th 

of March, 1769, a child of Tbys ScbiMy but 

eighteen months old, fell into a well, and 

was taken out quite lifelefs. It was treat¬ 

ed in the way as recommended by public 

authority, and recovered. 

CASE 
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CASE JLV. 

At the Leidfendam> a village between the 

Hague and Leiden, where, upon account of 

a large Dam> the paffengers commonly 

leave one Trekfchuit at the entrance, to 

take another at the end of the place, it 

happened on the 28th of September, 1769, 

that Mathias Frederic Palm, being thirty- 

two years of age, had fallen afleep in the 

former of thefe boats, and remained in 

it after all the paffengers had left it. He 

then awaked, and haftily in the dark 

endeavouring to get to them, took the 

wrong fide of the boat, jumped into the 
1 

water, and went to the bottom. Yet, 

ftruggling to fave himfeif, he came up 

again, and unfortunately fwam away from 

the quay, and then, by the weight of his 

wet clothes, funk to the bottom, and came 

up no more. A maid fervant by the water 

fide, hearing his plunges, called to the 

flapper to know if any of hh paffengers 

were 

» 
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Were milling 5 whereupon they difcovered 

the accident: they dragged the canal with 

long boat-hooks, and after a while the 

body was found, taken out, brought into 

the neareft public-houfe, treated in a pro-^ 

per manner, and fo well recovered, that 

in the fpace of two hours, tired with the 

operation, he fell into a deep fieep, and 

did not awake till next day, when knowing 

nothing of what had befallen him, he was 

in the utmoft amazement to find every 

thing ftrange about him. 

CASE XLVI. 

AT Haarlem, on the 2 2d of January, 

lyyi, at fix in the evening, Maria Storm, 

widow of Gerrit Buitendyk, a woman 01 

fixty-one years of age, miftook her way in 

the dark, and fell into a canal called the 

Oude Gracht. She was luckily heard to fall 

in by another woman, who fent her brother 

with feme men to her affiftance.—It 

was very dark, and blew a ftorm ; which 

made it difficult to find her with boat¬ 

hooks, without light, as none could be 

kept 
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kept burning. As Toon as they had found 

and got her out, they laid her upon a hand- 

barrow, with her face downwards, and 

carried her to a public houfe, where Hend~ 

ric Poor, a Surgeon, came to her affiftance, 

and after getting the women of the houfe 

to flrip and provide her with dry and warm 

clothes, treated her fo fuccefsfully, that in 

the fpace of two hours and a half, fhe was 

well enough recovered to be fent home in 

a carriage; and that the next day fhe flood 

no farther in need of the advice of Dr. 

Adr. Dieteiiy who had the day before pre- 

fcribed for her. 

CASE XLVIf. 

AT Meppel in the Province of Overyffel, 

on the 6th of February, 1771? a child of 

three years and a half old, the fon of Jan 

Munjlerman, fell into a frozen ditch behind 

his father’s houfe, got partly under the ice, 

and remained there more than a quarter of 

an hour undifcovered, till a fhoemaker 

h going 
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going by and feeing fcmewhat in the ditch# 

went nearer and pulled out the boy, who 

was immediately given to his mother then 

in fearch for him : fine carried him home# 

to all appearance dead. Durandus Bontjes, a 

Surgeon, was fent for, but could not be got 

in lefs than a quarter of an hour’s time. 

As foon as he arrived, he took charge of 

the child, treated it according to the 

method recommended by public authority# 

and by a laudable per feverance of more than 

two hours, obtained fome pofitive figns of 

life; and at length he had the fatisfadlicn 
a 

to recover it. He afcribed the fuccefs of 

his treatment chiefly to his art of blowing 

wind in at the noftrils, whilft he held the 

mouth and lips clofe ; a difcovery, by 

means whereof he faid he had quickened 

a child, that feemed dead at its birth. 

CASE XLVIII. 

AT Edam, a town in North Holland, on 

the 7th day of May, 1771, a child of near 

five 

% 
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five years old, called Abraham, the ion of 

RoelofHarfma, was found in the water by a 

woman, who thought it dead when fiie 

took it out and carried it to its parents.—- 

Yet, willing to try whether it was recover¬ 

able, ihe haftily cut its clothes off, wrap¬ 

ped it up in her woollen apron, and kept 

fhaking it in her lap, till Nicolas TVeyertfz 

and Pieter Denker, Surgeons, came to 

her a fti fiance.--The child was then 

treated according to the General Directions 

known all over the country—fome figns of 

life were obtained by an afiiduous treat¬ 

ment of two hours ^ and by a farther con¬ 

tinuance, in two hours more, other favour- 
*• 

able fymptoms appeared ; and after a 

night's reft, and not before, its fpeech and 

ftrength returned j and what is ftill more 

remarkable, this child, which before was 

weakly, pale, and not thriving, became 

after this accident brifk, ftrong and 

healthy, got a good colour, a lively eye, 

and grew confiderably. 

L % CAS E 
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CASE XLIX. 

AT Delftshaven on the Maefe, near 

Rotterdam, on the 2 ad May, 1771, a Boy 

of four years old, the fon of Cornells Bre- 

dius, a Pavier, fell head foremoft into a 

muddy ditch, and ftuck in it for a quar¬ 

ter of an hour : his younger lifter, who 

had feen him fall in, could not fooner give 

an intelligible account of the accident* 

When he was taken out, his limbs were 

ft iff, his face black and blue, and a bloody 

froth flood upon his lips, as when a perfon 

has been ftrangled. He was carried into a 

diftiller’s, where he was quickly ft ripped of 

his clothes, wrapped up in woollen things, 
\ * 

and laid before the furnace-fire. He was 

rubbed firft with dry cloths; and afterwards, 

all over, efpecially on the fpine of the back, 

the breaft, and lides, with Spirit of Sal 

Ammoniac, and Spirit of Hartfhorn in 

Brandy 3 which compofition alfo ferved to 

hold to its nofe, and to rub its head. But 

no ground being gained by thefe, all the 

body, 
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body, excepting the head, was rubbed 

over with fine table fait—and after an 

alternate ufe of thefe things, for the 

fpace of an hour, feme very faint figns 

of life appeared; and at length there fol¬ 

lowed a difeharge by ftcol, with wind : 

from thatmoment the heart began to move5 

in confequence of which the child made 

the noife of one new-born. It was then 

wrapped in warm blankets, and put to bed 

with a ftone bottle of hot water at its feet, 

and with a cordial mixture to t$ke from 

time to time. It farther had fome milk, 

after which it fiept all night, and was the 

next morning very well recovered, 
/ 

CASE L. 
\ 

AT Zoetermeer in South Holland, on 

the 31ft of May, 1771, a Boy about eight 

years of age, the fon of Simon Vander Lee, 

a Miller, fell into the Mili-dam, was 

carried through by the cogs of the mill, 

and thrown out into the bafon where the 

water 
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water difeliarged itfelf. It was thence his 

father took him, after ten minutes im- 

merfion, to all appearance dead. He was 

carried into the mill, flopped and laid be¬ 

fore a fire, and an attempt made to get 

feme brandy and vinegar down his throat, 

when unexpectedly he gave fome figns of 

life : foon afterwards he feemed to groan 

and tuffety when it was firft difeovered that 

the upper part of the left arm, and his left 

thigh, were broken. Thefe fradtures were 

committed to the care of Nicholas BoJhuizen> 

a Surgeon, and cured in fifty-three days 

time. It is remarkable, not only that the 

child efcaped being crufhed to pieces, but 

flill more fo, that being lufty for his age, 

he was not more hurt by being forced 

through a paffage of twenty inches by a 

water wheel of the breadth of eighteen 

inches, revolving within four inches of the 

bottom of the trough. 

CASE 
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CASE LI. 

NEAR the village of Bleiswyk, not far 

from Rotterdam, on the 25th of July, 

1771, the fon of Cornells van Gelderen, a 

child of three years old, fell into a broad 

ditch called the Bosjloot, and was fought 

for after having been loft a quarter of an 

hour; it was at laft found by a gardener, 

who took it out of the mud, in which it 

ftuck with its head. Upon its being brought 

home,j^z/z van LoedenJleyn3 a Surgeon, came 

to fee what could be done with it, and was 

afked by the byftanders, “ whether he 
4 

“ could reftore the dead to life ; for that 

u this child had been drowned for the 

fC fpace of half an hour ?” He made no 

anfwer,- but ftripped it of its wet clothes, 

put it between blankets in a bed, rubbed 

its breaft and back with hot cloths, chafed 

it with Spirit of Sal Ammoniac, and by 

thefe and other means recovered it fo far 

as to difcover certain figns of life, and laid 

it 



f 78 ] 

it down to deep, which ncvcrthelefs was 

not without ftartings and ip alms : the next 

day its belly was ftill fwelled, but by the 

ufe of proper medicines it was foftened 

and brought to its natural iize; after which 

the child recovered perfectly. 

CASE LIL 

ATAarlanderveen, on the 8 th of Auguft* 

1771, at two o’clock in the afternoon, a 

child of four years old, the fon of Jacob Cor- 

nelisze zander Weydeny fell into the water, 

remained undifcovered for half an hour, 

was then found lying with its head down 

and its heels up, and taken out for dead. 

Arnoldus Coomans, a Surgeon living at a 

mile’s diftance, was fent for, arrived in a 

quarter of an hour, and took charge of it: 

he found the child had been rolled upon a 

pail, and had been hung up by the feet; 

and the father was at that time fitting 
/ v 

with fome neighbours by a fire, having the 

child upon his knees, and attempting by 

various 
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various means to recover it. The Surgeon 

examined it, faw not the leaft appearance 

of life, yet ftripped it of the wet clothes, 

and having put it into a blanket, proceeded 

to treat it according to the Public Direc¬ 

tions : he alfo put a fheath wetted with 

a cordial between its teeth, the better to 

difcover any fymptoms of life : after half 

an hour’s affiduous treatment, the child 

began to catch its breath, to puke and to 

difcharge; as foon as the heart was felt to 

beat, it began to cry, and uttered fome 

broken words.—It was then put to bed, 

where by the ufual means it got warm, 

moved, fpoke, and complained of pains 

in the bread;, belly and back, the natural 

confequences of the ill treatment under¬ 

gone before his arrival; yet fortunately it 

did recover in a few days. 

CASE LIII. 
4 

AT Delft, on the 21 ft of September, 

1771, the child of Cornells Beyers, be¬ 

tween three and four years old, was 

M brought 



brought home drowned, having lain more 

than half an hour under water. It was 

ftripped, put between blankets, and by the 

direction of 'Johannes Francifcus Wilhel- 

mus Spitz, a Dentift, a ilone bottle with 

hot water was applied to warm it.—> 

Dodtor Diedenc van Duyn, who was fent 

for, ordered Spitz immediately to bleed 

it, which he did without effedt : They 

then together proceeded with the ufual 

treatment, and fuceeded fo well as to re- 

ftore the child, in a great degree recovered, 

to its mother, by whofe care and nurfing 

it came perfedtly well. 

CASE LIV. 

AT Amjlerdam, on the 6th oi Odtober, 

1771, a Boy of eight years old, named 

Johannes Serrenbach, running along the 

ftone wall in the town ditch, fell into the 

water, funk, and remained half an hour 

under it: being then taken out, and treated 

in a public-houfe, by the Surgeon Johannes 

Thilippus Pink, according to the Publiflied 

Diredtions, 
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Dire&ions, he was recovered in a fhort 

fpace of time, and fent home to his mo¬ 

ther, a widow woman. # 

CASE LV. 

AT Harlingen in Frifeiand, on the 16th 

of November, 1771, between one and two 

at noon, the common dining hour in that 

place, M. B. an unmarried woman of fifty 

years old, of a healthy conftitution, fell 

forward into the canal, as fhe was drawing 

up a pail of water, and glided to the opo- 

pofite fide, where there was no quay, but a 

high dead wall. Half an hour paded before 

a boat was obtained, and ten minutes more 

to fet a ladder and get her out. She then 

feemed dead, and was conveyed to a fugar- 

houfe, where, by heat and rubbing, fhe re¬ 

covered fo far as to fpeak, and to complain 

of being exceffively cold; upon which, .fhe 

was carried into the dove-room, where the 

fugar is candied. She requeued the door 

might be fhut; but Dr. S. Sinjlra faid it 

ought not, as he knew the clofe and rari- 

M 2 fied 
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fied air of that place would affedt her 

breathing, and opprefs her : it was how¬ 

ever at her repeated intreaty complied with; 

in confequence of which, die was carried 

home with a giddinefs in her head, and was 

foon after in agony for want of breath; her 

pulfe was weak and irregular, her afpedl 

ghaftly, and a general coldnefs all over her 

body; upon the whole, in a very dangerous 

fituation. Her weaknefs made the Dodtor, 

who wras again fent for, take but little 

blood from her; and what was taken had 

no good effedt : he ordered her a ftrong pur¬ 

gative clyfter, and her arms and legs to be 

rubbed and warmed in bed as much as pof- 

fible : fhe then vomited up clear water, and 

had a large evacuation, which gave her cafe:, 

but that was of no continuance; fhe was 
• i 

taken ill with a pleurefy, in which fhe was 

twice blooded, treated as common practice 

in fuch cafes diredts, and recovered of it in 

the courfe of a fortnight, after which fhe 

has enjoyed good health. 

CASE 
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CASE LVI. 

IN the Diftrid of Steenbergen, not far 

from Breda, on the 2.7th of October, 

1771, the wife of Joojt Melfeves, travelling 

in a two-wheel carriage at nine o’clock at 

night, wTas overturned, and thrown into a 

deep muddy ditch, in which fhe remained 

immerfed longer than half an hour, with 

the carriage upon her, the removing of 

which made a great difficulty of getting 

her outwhen that was compaffed, fhe 

was carried to the neareft lioufe, and an 

hour and a half more elapfed before a Sur¬ 

geon could be got to her 5 when Evert' 

Baggers, who was fent for, came, and ex¬ 

amining her, concluded her to be irre¬ 

coverably dead ; yet following the treat¬ 

ment observed there, as well as in other 

parts of the Republic, he brought her to 

life again, and found, when ffie could fpeak, 

that ffie fuffered much Rom an oppreffion 

upon her bread:, to remove which he made 

her puke: ffie appeared relieved, and 

was 



[ 84 ] 

was put to bed to her hufband; where 

having lain half an hour, fbe raifed herfelf 

up, faying flbe could hardly breathe, and 

prefently fell back, had an involuntary 

difcharge, and expired inftantly. 

The account does not mention any 

thing warm or comforting to have been 

given her, as in moft of the other cafes. 

CASE LVIL 

AT Workum in Frifeland, on the 16th 

of February, 1772, at five in the evening, 

a Boy of eleven years old, called 5Tietjejans, 

the Ion of Jan Gerhrands, being buly near 

a ditch behind his father's houfe, fell into 

the water, and was not fought for but on 

account of his long abfence; his ftep-mo¬ 

ther then fent a little boy to look for him : 

he called about, and returned without find¬ 

ing him : on being fent a fecond time, he 

ran about; at length efpying his brother's 

hat floating in the ditch, he called out 

affrighted for help : feme neighbours came 

to 
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to him, difcovered the accident, and drag¬ 

ging a hook along the bottom of the ditch, 

brought up the boy : doubting whether 

any life was left in him, one of them took 

him on his fhoulder, head downwards, and 

ran about with him, fhaking him as much 

as he could ; but finding nothing gained 

by this trial, he was deemed dead, and car¬ 

ried home, where he was ftripped and 

other means tried, when Doctor Siffriedus 

Kramer, who was fent for, came in, bring¬ 

ing with him the Tobacco Clyfter-pipe 

and fome Volatile Salts, which being ufed, 

and the rubbing continued an hour and a 

quarter, very promifing figns of his re^ 

covery were obtained, and the boy was the 

next day perfectly reftored to health. 

His long immerfion, thorough treatment 

he firft fuffered, the time elapfed before re¬ 

gular affiftance could be had, and the 

Heady perfeverance in attempting the re¬ 

covery, make this a ftriking cafe. 

CASE 

% 

# 
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CASE LVIIL 

AT Vemdam, a village in the province of 

Groningen, on the 8th of March> 1772, 

at ten o’clock at night, Jan Harmfe, a 

Farmer’s Servant, of twenty-two years of 

age, fell into the Wefterdiep, funk, and re¬ 

mained half an hour under water :—when 

he was found and got out, he was rolled 

upon a cafk ; and that appearing fruitlefs, 

he was carried home, where Arnoldns 

Wyndels an Apothecary took charge of him, 

almofl: without hope of fuccefs. After 

two hours uninterrupted treatment, and not 

fooner, the firft flgns of life were ob¬ 

tained, and a ftill longer fpace elapfed be¬ 

fore any fymptoms to be depended upon 

appeared. He was then put to bed, re¬ 

covered gradually, had a tolerable night, 

and was not blooded until next morning, 

which was then done to relieve an oppref- 

iion upon his bread*; fome ftrengthening 

things were alio given him, and he was 

reflored to health in a few days. 

CASE 
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CASE LIX. 

AS the Tailors were hofy lowering the 

yards and handing the fails, on board a 

Dutch man of war, the Orange Naffau 

JVeilbnrg, lying before Leghorn, on the 

18th of April, 1771, one of them, Gerrit 

'can Driebergen, a man of forty-one years of 

age, fell overboard, unnoticed. The jobb 

of work they had to do being ended, feme 

of the men on the larboard fide faw a 

body floating upon the water, with its face 

downwards, and its head immerfed: they 

at firft thought it to be a corpfe from ano¬ 

ther man of war, the Zierikzte, lying 

not far from them j but as foon as they 

difeovered it was one of their own hands, 

two men, lafhed with ropes, let themfelves 

down, got hold of him, and brought him 

up into the fhip. He had then lain about 

half an hour in the fea, and Teemed as dead 

as poffible. Neverthelefs the Surgeon of 

the mip, Jan Nicolaas Flietner, undertook 

the trial, whether life could be reftored 
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to him : he had him carried into the fore- 

caftle, laid before the fire, ftripped, and 

had dry clothes put on : he tried to bleed 

him, without effedt; and he farther ufed 

the means directed to be employed on 

fhore, and with equal fuccefs ; for in half 

an hour's time he began to puke and eva¬ 

cuate ; and his blood beginning to circu¬ 

late, in half an hour more, about eight 

ounces of it were by degrees got from the 

orifice at firft made. He was then put to 

bed, continued to be rubbed, and as he 

gathered warmth he had fome convulfive 

mptions in his arms and face. Ten ounces 

of blood, then taken from him, caufed a 

fecond puking and evacuation, which 

compofed him, and he fell afleep. In the 

night he feemed delirious; but in the 

morning he was fenfible and better, yet 

very weak and feverifh. He was then or¬ 

dered to drink a good deal of limonade ; 

and with fome farther care, in a few days, 

he recovered gradually, and became fit for 

duty again with the reft of the crew. 

CASE 
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CASE LX. 

Pub lifted by the DireBors of the IDatchScciefy^ 

by way of caution. 

A Boy of ten years old fell into the water, 

and after fome ftruggling, funk to the bot¬ 

tom > but was foon after taken up in a boat, 

in which he feemed not abfolutely dead. 

The perfon who carried him home from 

the boat, threw him unwarily over his 

fhoulder, with his head and arms hanging 

down, in which fituation, fome water ran 

out of his mouth, and all figns of life left 

him. The means ufed for his recovery, 

were rubbing him with brandy and fait 

before a large fire, and blowing Tobacco- 

fmoke up his inteftines. Pie was bled at 

the jugular vein, and the arm, and only 

five ounces of blood were obtained. Two 

lufty perfons got into bed and took the boy 

between them, rubbed him for the fpace 

of forty-five minutes : one of them often 

applied his mouth to that of the boy, to 

blowbreath into him; allwhich was attended 

' N 2 with 
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with no other effect, than that foine phlegm 

ran out of his mouth. After two hours 

treatment, the Surgeon who had the direc¬ 

tion of it, declared nothing more could be 

done, and pronounced the boy dead; where¬ 

upon he was laid out. Two hours after¬ 

wards, a gentleman, hearing of the acci¬ 

dent, came to fee the boy, and judging by 

his colour, the fupplenefs of his limbs, and 

the feel of his flelh, that he was not quite 

dead, tho’ very much fwollen ; he had him 

put between warm blankets, with hot 

bricks at his feet, and found that his body 
r . I 

gathered warmth, and that his lips became 

red: he ordered farther care to be taken of 

him, intending from time to time to look . 

after him : but having been longer abfent 

than he intended, he was fuddenly called 

for, to fee that the boy had loft a furprifing 

quantity of blood from the orifices in his 

neck and arm ; upon which he fent for the 

Surgeon who had bled him, with whom he 

made feme farther attempts of recovery, but 

to 
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to no purpofe, for in half an hour’s time 

the body became quite cold and ftiff. 

A CASE of penifhing by Cold. 

AT Maejlandjluis, a town near the mouth 

of the Maefe, on the 20th of December, 

1771, Cornelia Van Wyk> an old woman 

of feventy-two years of age, of a very flug- 

gifh habit of body, and a clefponding mind, 

took the defperate refolution of making 

away with herfelf. She chofe for that pur- 
. . C , , , : ) 

pofe a fmall well behind her houfe, and 

about eleven in the forenoon fhe attempted 

to drown herfelf in it; but its mouth 

being narrow, and covered with a wooden 

frame, her petticoat caught hold of the 

frame, as Die meant to Hide down feet fore** 

moft: fhe thus hung to the middle of her 

body in water; the upper part was in the 

mouth of the well, her head againll: the 

fide, and her left hand upon the frame. In 

this fituation ilie was found by a neigh¬ 

bour, who accidentally came in to fee hen 
, » 

This woman called out for help, and two 

l 

men 



men going by, came in: they were not able 

to get her out by a fair lift, fo they loofened 

the frame from the bricks, pulled her up 

with it, difengaged her, carried her into 

the houfe, and laid her down upon a blan¬ 

ket as dead. Her fon, with a friend of his, 

Frans de Jong, a Surgeon’s apprentice, 

were foon informed of the accident, came 

fpeedily to her; and the young man know¬ 

ing nothing more expedient, immediately 

opened a vein in her arm, and took about 

five ounces of blood. 

When Dr. J. Koole, and the ’prentice9® 

mafter, the Surgeon, had examined her, 

they reported that not the leaft appear¬ 

ance of life was in her; that her body was 

quite cold and fliff; that no pulfe could be 

found in her, nor any breathing ; that her 

eyes were clofed, and feemed foft.” She 

was neverthelefs undreffed and put to bed, 

with hot cloths about her neck, and her 

arms and legs were rubbed. Spirit of harts¬ 

horn was held to her nofe, and her head 

• and 
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and face were rubbed and chafed with it; 

fome of it alfo was mixed up with brandy, 

put into her mouth, and attempted to be 

got down by the help of a feather put in to 

tickle her throat. With thefe and other 

attempts, in half an hour’s affiduous treat¬ 

ment, her colour changed, the began to 

breathe, and fome motion was perceived 

in her extremities 5 in another half hour, 

the was able to fpeak and in half an 

hour more, fhe had recovered her fenfes. 

After all which, and fome farther phyfical 

affiftance, fhe got well again, only re¬ 

maining fome what weak. 

This Cafe deferves to be publifhed, as an 

inftance to fhew, that in other apparent 

deaths, the means prefcribed to recover 

drowned perfons, may be ufed with good 

effeft. 

j 

A CASE 
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A CASE of Suffocation ’with Dutch 
. sL •' ... a ..V 

T’urf-Coal. 
t •.. . - j , • * 

Klaas Dirkfe Kluys, of Haarlem, a man 

upwards of fix ty-three years of age, re¬ 

turning home, in the night-time, on the 

17th November, 1770, with the Utrecht 

‘J’reckfchuit, chofe the flern cabin for him- 
' t 

felf, took with him feme Turf-coal not 

well lighted, and (hut the hatch after him. 

Scarce had he lam down in bed, as he 

afterwards related, when he felt himfelf 

fuddenly overpowered, and plunged into a 

deep deep, in which he was found the 

next morning, when at the landing-place, 

after feveral callings, the fkipper ftepped 

down to roufe him, found him motionlefs, 

and as he thought dead, by Suffocation. 

Affiftance was immediately called for; he 

was brought up into the air, was con¬ 

veyed into a houfe on fhore, where a Sur¬ 

geon examined him, held fome fpirits to 

his nofe, chafed his temples with them, 

and 

1 
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• and attempted to bleed him on the hand 5 

but all in vain. A Phyiician was then 

fent for, who from the warmth of his 

hands and face, and the colour of his fle£h, 

though fomewhat bloated, and from a 

faint motion in the pulfe and bread, formed 

fome hopes of a recovery. He had fame 

Spirit of Sal Ammoniac held to his nofe, ( 

and ordered fome things which were not 

done during the time of a neceffary ab- 

fence, in which alfo they conveyed him to 

another more airy place; where, at the 

Doctor’s return, a Blifter was applied to 

each of his legs; a Clyfler of Tobacco- 

fmoke was introduced, and a bleeding 

was performed at his arm. The ufe of 

the Spirit of Sal Ammoniac was conti¬ 

nued, and his bread was rubbed with 

cloths dipped in warm brandy: his breath¬ 

ing then appeared dronger, and his pulfe 

was better felts but he ftill remained infen- 

fible,motionlefs, and in the fame deep deep. 

Next day the perfon who nurfed him re- 

O ported. 
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ported, that during the night he had by 

degrees fwallowed fome ftrong wine put 

into his mouth in fmall quantities; upon 

which the Doctor ordered him fome Mix- 

turaCephalicafpirituofa to replace the wine, 

and to be given in the fame manner ; which 
O 

caufed fome wry faces as it went down. 

His power of fwallowing becoming better, 

he had fome fmall liquor, as wrell as wine, 

given him from time to time: yet, as he dill 

remained infenfible, with his eyes open, and 

his difcharges wrere involuntary, another 

bliiter was applied to his neck. The fe- 

cond day his pulfe w^as freer. He had a 

ftronger clyfter, which caufed a great dif- 

charge downwards, and a fmaller upwards. 

Soon after that he was bled nine ounces at 

the arm: he had a pade of horfe-radifh, 

mudard, fait, and four dough, put to his 

feet. The third day he anfwered by mono- 

fyllables when loudly fpoken to, but fcarce 

yet moved. He was dill rubbed, particu¬ 

larly along the back bone, with a Volatile 

Spirit* 
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Spirit, and had another clyfter. The 

fourth day he became fenfible, and the 

rubbing was continued. The fifth day he 

recovered his fpirits, and faid he found 

himfelf quite well; and the fixth, he re¬ 

turned home with fome relations who 

came to fetch him. 

*The following Cafes were tranfmitted from 

different Boards of Health in Italy, to 

the Directors of the Society at Amfterdam. 

JLxtradi of a Letter from Profeffor Giacomo 

Maggioni to the Magif rates at Padua, 

On the 3d of May, 1766, an acci¬ 

dent gave me an opportunity of obeying 

the injunctions of the Honourable Board 

of Health, concerning drowned perfons. 

Andrea the Son of Giovanni Befay feven 

years old, playing with other children, fell 

into the river Brenta near St, Leonard’s 
/ 

bridge, and was carried down by the ftream 

to the Mill bridge. He could not be come 

O' z at 
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at in lefs than twenty-five minutes, when 

Pietro Stepbanin got him out. I then 

Hepped forward, and found the people 

rather injuring than helping the child. 

There was not the leaft fymptom of life 

about it. When I turned it, the face was 

black and blue, the mouth was covered 

with froth, and the belly was fwollen up, 

I began the treatment by blowing wind 

into the mouth, and directed the body to 

be rubbed ; but, as my operations were 

obftrudted, I got the boy carried to a 

neighbouring bake-houfe. As foon as he 

was there ftripped and wiped dry, he was 

laid into a bed, and rubbed continually, 

I preflfed his belly upwards to facilitate re- 

fpiration: I held Spirit of Balm to his 

nofe; and after thus cheering him for half 

an hour, I had the fatisfadion to fee him 

recover, and fpeak with his playfellows : 

his pulfe beat freely, he breathed with safe, 

and had difeharged about three ounces of 

water. No complaint remained but a fever- 

illx 
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ifh heat, for which I ordered three ounces 

of blood to be taken, and a little Balm 

Water to be given $ after which he per-* 

fedtly recovered. 

ExtraB of a Letter from Andrea Antonim, 

a Surgeon, to the Magijlracy of BalTano. 

On the nth of July, 1769, I was called 

to the houfe of Marco Antonio Scolari, on 

the banks of the Brenta, and was there 

informed, that Bartolo Gabardo, a Boat¬ 

man of Valdagna in the Vicenteze, had 

fallen into the river at half an hour after 

three, and was carried downward with the 

current a quarter of a mile ; that at four 

o’clock he had been taken out by his fellow 

boatmen, and brought to that houfe; and 

that in compliance with the ordonnance of 

24 Dec. 1768, I was fent for. 1 found 

the body in all refpedis like that of a dead 

perfon. As foon as it was ftripped, it was 

put to bed, and rubbed all over with warm 

linen cloths, during half an hour, to the 

effect 
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effect of producing a degree of warmth. 
« 

I then perceived fome faint refpiration, and 

gave him fome of Dr. Bernardino Sarraglias 

Alexipbarmac, a medicine of great repute 

in fuch circamftances. By thofe means the 

blood and humours began to flow, and the 

lungs to play. The Patient coughed a 

good deal, and I confidered that as a fore¬ 

runner of his recovery. Pie flept two hours 

in a profufe fweat, and awaked quite com- 

pofed. In the evening I bled him a fe- 

cona time, in the foot, to give more room 

for circulation. He paffed the next day 

very well, obferving the regimen I had 

prefcribed him j and the third day, his 

ftrength being reftored, he returned home. 

ExtraB of a Letter from DcBor Franfifco 

Antonio Caneftrari, to the Magif rate 
% 

cf Verona. 

First Letter. 

On the 22d of October, 1769, at the 

harbour of the river, at three o’clock, an 

unhappy 
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unhappy woman threw herfelf from the 

New Bridge down into the water, and was 

carried away by its current. Some watermen 

pulled her up with their boat-hooks, at a 

quarter of a mile’s diftance from the new 

bridge. As foon as thefe men had laid her 

down upon the bank, I went quickly to 

her. She was pronounced dead. I refolved* 

neverthelefs, to try the ufe of fuch means 

as our Sovereign has directed. I laid my 

lips to her’s, and blew as much wind into 

her lungs as I poffibly could. At the end 

of feven minutes, I perceived fome motion; 

I continued the operation with a hollow 

probe then brought me, and convinced my- 

felf that there dill was life in her. She was 

then carried to a baker’s, where die was be¬ 

gun to be rubbed : the black and blue co¬ 

lour of her Ikin difappeared, and die got 

her former looks again ; there was never- 

theiefs a great embaraffment in her breath¬ 

ing : I had her blooded in the right arm, 

by Borghi the Surgeon, whp farther afiifted 

.me 
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me in the treatment: but the bleeding not 

anfwering my expectation, I got the patient 

carried to the hofpital of Mercy, where 

at her entrance fhe faid her name was 

Barbara Dorighini, and that fhe lived at St* 

Zeno. It is probable fhe will fuffer much 

by the oppreffion fhe complains of, as alfo 

by the hurts received from her being forced 

by and over piles, polls, and hones, by the 

current. 

Second Letter from the fame. 

Since my letter on the fubjeCt of Barbara 

Dorighini, I have to report. That when fhe 

came into the hofpital fhe could fcarcely 

fpeak intelligibly, and complained much of 

being exceffively cold : (lie did not entirely 

recover her fpeech and fenfes till the even¬ 

ing : flie had violent Teachings, and brought 

up redifh water, from a quantity of grapes 

fhe had eat, which perhaps had given 

that colour to the froth upon her, lips, 

which I had taken to be bloody. I 

ordered 
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Ordered her to be rubbed conftantly : her 

pulfe remained very weak, but the breathed 

more freely: fome veal broth and a cor* 

dial were ordered y and though a bleeding 

feemed. needful, it was mofi: prudent to de¬ 

fer it, upon account of the great cold {he 

fuffered. She had a tolerably good night, 

and in the morning her pulfe was freer, 

the fenfation of cold was gone, {he breathed 

with more eafe, but ftill complained of a 

violent pain in her head. I had her bled 

twice, with the happieft effedt, for {he felt 

no remains of her complaint, but great 

weak nefs. 

After file left the hofpital, I continued 

vifiting her during eight days, in which 

time her recovery was amazing, and the 

more lb, as {lie was iixty-five years of age. 

The Boards of Health, to which thefe Cafes 

are reported, have befowed marks of honour 

upon the perfons who direffed the Cures. 

A CASE P 
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A C ASE imparted to the Society, from 

Lille in Flanders, is as follows : 

ON the ioth of February, 1770, Ro- 

bertine Dubrul, a young woman of nine¬ 

teen years of age, fell into the river called 

the Low Deulle, and when fhe was got out, 

had not the leaf!: fign of life about her. As 

foon as fhe was got into a neighbouring 
1 

houfe, every thing poffibie was attempted 

for her recovery. She was ftripped of her 

wet clothes, and laid upon a mattrefs 

before a good fire, where Dr. Savarin, and 

Mr. Pionnier a Surgeon, applied the To.- 

bacco clyfler-pipe, the operation of which 

very foon produced the defired effedl; in a 

few minutes a bloody froth flowed out of her 

mouth and nofe, and immediately fhe threw 

up with violence what was in her ftomach 
* , 

mixed with water; after which fhe opened 

her eyes, and in fome meafure recovered 

her fenfes: her pulfe began, to beat: fhe 

fpake, and complained that fhe was excef- 

fively cold, that fhe was frozen. Whilft the 

/ • Surgeon 

[ 
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Surgeon continued the ufe of the Tobacco- 

pipe, he difcovered that her belly grew 

warmer : die then called for a bed-pan, and 

parted with a good deal of wind. A quan¬ 

tity of hot allies being put between folds of 

linen, they were tied about her head and 

feet to warm thefe parts. Her body was 

rubbed with hot cloths during the fpace of 

two hours. As foon as die could fwallow, 

an oily mixture was given by fpoonfuls 

every hour, with an infufion of vulnerary 

herbs. An emollient clyfter was admini- 

ftered in the evening, and fome theriaca 

was applied to her ftomach, at the placb 

where die felt pain. At ten o’clock an¬ 

other clyfter was given, and a confiderable 

difcharge obtained in the night; and next 

morning, when her pulfe was hard and 

quick, ten ounces of blood were taken 

from her foot: it fprung in a ft ream, and as 

the fever did not leflfen, and her blood was 

inflamed, ftie was bled twice more that day. 

The pain in her ftomach continued alfo ; a 
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pultice of leeks, with the vegetable mine¬ 

ral of Dr. Goulard, was applied to the part, 

and that, with the bleeding, removed the 

pain in a few hours. The patient refted 

very well the following 

fweat made the fever to difappear the third 

day : a careful and nourishing diet reftored 

her foon after ; and Ihe enjoys at this time, 

the 28th day of February, a perfect ftate 

of health. 

A Society for the advancement of Arts and ufefni 

Knowledge at Hamburgh, have publilhed fome 

directions for the recovery of drowned perfons; the 

obfervance of which has been enjoined by the magi- 

flrates of that city ; and feveral Cafes of fucceffr have 

by order been imparted to the Society at Amfterdam ; 

but they are drawn up in fo fhort a. manner, as not to 

convey that ufeful infirudtion expected from them. 

The tranflation of one of thefe Cafes will fhew that ilo 
\ 

advantage can be reaped by publifhing more. 

“ On the 4th of October, the fon of a Captain of 

<c an Englifn vefTel trading to this port, fell into the 

cC water, lay immerfed half an hour, was taken out, 

44 brought to life again, and perfectly recovered in & 

44 few days.’* 



[ I07 ] 

THE Inftitution mentioned page 7. as under 

consideration in France, appears already to have taken 

place at Paris, and to be made a part of the good 

police of that city. It is there entirely under the 

direction of the civil magiftrate : rules have been pub- 

lifhed, eftablifhing the methods to be purfued when 

a drowned body is Found : the neceffary implements 

to be ufed in reftoring life are depofited in fifteen 

different places in the city; that they may be always 

ready for ufe, the keeper of them is enjoined to carry 

them where-ever they are wanted, if the body cannot be 

carried to the neareft guard-room, as is generally re¬ 

quired. A reward is given to the perfon who fir ft 

carries to a guard-room intelligence of an accident. 

Another reward is given to him that has got the body 

out of the water, and attempted to fave a life, and 

purfued the proper meafures for the recovery. A 

report of the cafe is always as foon as pofiible to be 

made to the police. Befide thefe rewards, the magi- 

ftrates promife to pay the charges incurred through 

nccefilty, and certified by proper perfons. And, 

left a well-meant attempt be left unrewarded, or any 

one be difeouraged by want of fticcefs in their endea¬ 

vours, a moiety of the full reward is givpn in unfuc- 

cefsful cafes. 

? 3 it 
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It is farther ordered, that the utenfils depofited in 

the guard-rooms be infpedled once a month ; and freih. 

inflruclions be given to the attendant there as often as 

necefiary. It is alfo ufefully provided, that an exadt 

account be annually pubiiflied, not only of the re¬ 

coveries, but alfo of fuch cafes as have not been 

attended with iuecefs; and likewife of others, where 

relief has not been attempted, with the reafons; in 

order to convey inftrudtion, and throw more light on 

the fubjedt. 

The French publication, which gives an account of 

this inftitution, informs us, that in nine months after 

Its being generally known, twenty-eight drowned 

perfons were treated according to diredlions (fimilar 

to thofe at Amfterdam), and that twenty-three of them 

were recovered. 

It feems to be an overfight in this well-concerted 

plan, that no honorary premium has been thought of 

for perfons who are above accepting any pecuniary 

reward* 
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a furprifeng fuccefs in recovering drowned 

perfons. Other publications in England 

help to demonfrate, not only the praSli- 

c ability of that, farther prove that 

the means ufed with fo much efficacy 

in recovering drowned perfons, are, 

with equal fuccefs, applicable to a multi¬ 

tude of cafes, where the animal powers 

feem m reality to be only fnfpended\ and 

to remain capable of renewing all their 

fundi ions, on being put into motion again. 

There ate too many infances, where the 

Want of this confederation has been attend¬ 

ed with the mofe unhappy confequences; 

and perfons have been committed to the 

grave, in whom the principles of life 

might have been revived. 

Q The 
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The following Cafes are taken from the 

Gentleman s Magazine. 
* \ A Journeyman Shoemaker, in Reading, 

as he was waflhing in the Kenneth 

near Blake s bridge, fell into a hole out of 

his depth; and as he could not fwim, he 
i 

ilniggled fome time, then funk under wa¬ 

ter, but rofe three times, as is faid to be 

ufual> and as often funk to the bottom. 

A young lad attempted to fave him, whole 

wrift he grafped with his hand, and held 

it faft, but the lad not having ftrength to 

keep the man and himfelf above water, it 

was with difficulty that he difingaged him¬ 

felf, and faved his own life. After this 

the man was feen to ftand fome time eredt 

on the ground in the water (which was 

about nine feet deep) and then to fall flat 

on his belly to the bottom, where he lay 

without the lead motion, when one Mr. 

William Wood\ a gentleman of undoubted 

veracity, who gave mod of the particulars, 

came 2 
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came by, and being informed that a man 

was drowning, he went down from the 

bridge to the river's fide, and after fome 

minutes fpent in various ineffectual endea¬ 

vours to get a fight of the body, he at 

length fucceeded, and then pulled off his 

coat and waiflcoat, hat and wig, and jump¬ 

ed into the river, in order to fetch him up; 

but when he endeavoured to dive, he could 

not fink, by reafon of his fhirt, fo that he 

was forced to come out again to pull that 

off, which made the delay confiderably 

longer, as his wriftbands, flock and neck 

were to be unloofed, and after all his fhirt 

ftuck fo dofe to him, that it was not eafy 

to ftrip it over his head. He them jumped 

in a fecond time, and being directed by the 

fpe&ators to the fpot where the man lay, 

he dived down, laid hold of his arm, and 

drew him to fhore, where he was taken 

up without any figns of life, and all pre- 

fent gave him over for dead; but while the 

hurry and crowd continued, a perfon, who 

CL* it 
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It is fuppofcd had read the Magazines^ 

came by, and advifed firft of ail to lay him 

on his belly acrofs a timber log, with his 

head downwards, fo as to let the water run 
* » 

out of his mouthy &c. this was accordingly 

dene, and he hadfcarce remained a quarter 

of an hour in this fituation, and was quite 

emptied, when he was perceived to heave ; 

and when no more water would come forth, 

he was carried home; and proper care be¬ 

ing taken of him, in lefs than two days he 

was fo well recovered, as to be able to fol¬ 

low his bufinefs. 

TRAVELLING laft week between 

Farnham in Surry and Qdiham in Hants, I 

providentially loft my way and came to a 

place called Dipley Mill, where a female 

voice invaded my hearing, with the moft 

piercing cries. At firft, as it was a lonely 

place, I imagined there were thieves in the 

boufe; but that thought as quickly vanished 

as it was conceived, and I fancied feme wo¬ 

man. 
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man, ignorant of the manner of a mill, had 

got her clothes within the wheels, and that 

it was overpowering her ; I jumped off my 

horfe, and was foon in the mill, with my 

penknife in my hand, ready to cut the per¬ 

sons clothes, and clear her from the wheel; 

when I faw a woman in a frantic pofture, 

and an old miliar of feventy years of age, 

as much ftupified as fhe was agitated, my 

firft conception was obliterated by the fight 

of a dead child that hung a crofs her left 

arm, and crying out: O Lord I have loft 

tny kujba/id, and now my child is drowned % 

III live no longer! I’ll drown myfelf l and 

throwing herfelf forcibly againft the ground, 

on the verge of a turf head of water, had 

nearly effe&ed her refolution, if I had not 

catched hold of her arm and prevented it. 

Upon this I reafoned with her to foothe her 

forrow and preferve herfelf; but finding flic 

grew worfe by that kind of perfuafion, I 

recurred to the child, and told her it would 

come to itfelf again in a little time: not 
) 

that 
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that I really did believe it ever would do fo* 

but tried this method to comfort her: fof 

the hands were as black as a fhae with con^- 

gegled bloody or fomething like it; the eyes 

were fet, and the tongue partly out of the 

mouth. However, to carry on the fallacy, 

I ordered the miller to hold it up by the 

heels, and drain fome of the water out of 

it, as I had heard was the practice in like 

cafes, hut without any hopeful effect, a ve¬ 

ry few drops only oofmg flowly from the 

paffages of the head. On this I recolle&ed 

what I had read fome years fince concern¬ 

ing drowned perfons, and ordered the wo¬ 

man to fetch a pair of bellows: but having 

no faith in fo unlikely a remedy, fhe re- 

fufed to go for fome time, and then fent a 

little girl of four years old, who made no 

hafte to return. When the bellows came, 

I directed the woman to apply them to the 

pofteriors of the child; and after half a 

fcore blafts it began to figh, and foon after 

moved the mouth and eyes : the bellows 

being 
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being ftill kept to work, ’till it began to'cry 

luftily and enter into full life again. I then 

ordered the mother to pull off the wet 

deaths, and put it into a warm bed. On 

taking my leave I expedted the woman would 

have thanked me in the ufual manner ; but 

being in a lonely place where breeding of 

that fort is perhaps unknown, fhe only faid. 

to the miller her man, c ’tis well the mom 

boppend to com this woiy! 

Cirencejlerf May 28. 

TWO boys1 went into the Thames near 

Hampton, and foon after one of them ran 

up the beach, and faid his companion was 

drowned j on which one Rujl a fifherman 

took his punt and {hove to him immediate¬ 

ly ; and feeing him lay in a hole about fix 

feet deep, he pulled him up with his hitch¬ 

er, and carried him upon the beach where 

he was rolled and blooded y but it was 

twenty minutes before any life appeared in 

him. He then came to himfelf, and was 
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tarried to the Red Lion in Hampton, where^ 

being put to bed, he foon recovered. 

SOME time fince an English vcfTe! 

being in the river Douro, at Oporto, a 

failor accidentally fell overboard. He con¬ 

tinued under water full half an hour, when, 

being found, he Was immediately^ftripped, 

and rubbed all over with fait* but more 

particularly about the temples, breaft, and 

joints. This operation was continued for 

feme time, during which the Patient began 

to ftiew feme fymptoms of life; not the 

feaft appearance of which were to be feen 

before: and in lefs than four hours, to the 

great furprife of every body, he came fe 

entirely to himfelf, that he was able to 

walk.' 
t 

Abjlraft 
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Aifracl of a Memorial of Dr. John 

Fothergill, publifhed in the Tranfadtions 

of the Royal Society, 

HERE are fdme Fadls, which in 

-1- themfelves are of fo great import¬ 

ance to mankind, or which may lead to 

filch ufeful difcoveries, that it would feem 

to be the duty of every one under whole 

notice they Fall, to render them as exten- 

fively publick as it is poffible. The cafe 

which gives rife to the following remarks 

is of this nature, 

“ A perfon fuffocated by the naufeous 

** Hearn riling from coals let on lire in a 

a pit near Alloa in Scotland, fell down as 

<c dead ; he lay in the pit between half 

** hour and three quarters; and was 

<c then dragged up : his eyes flaring open, 

c‘ his mouth gaping wide, his fkin cold; 

<c not the leafl: pulfe in either heart or ar- 

*c teries; not the lead: breathing to be ob- 

ferved,” 

R In 

i 
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In thefe circumftances, Mr. ToJJack, the 

furgeon who relates the cafe, “ applied his 

u mouth clofe to the patient’s, and, by 

sC blowing ftrongly, holding the noftrils at 

€c the fame time, raifed his cheft fully by 

*c his breath. He immediately felt fix or 

<c feven very quick beats of the heart $ the 

thorax continued to play, and the pulfe 

u was foon after felt in the arteries. He 
cv ' 

then opened a vein in his arm, which af- 

*c ter giving a fmall jet, fent out the blood 

in drops only for a quarter of an hour, 

“ and then he bled freely. In the mean 

*c time he caufed him to be pulled, puihed, 

“ and rubbed as much as he could. In one 

u hour the patient began to come to him- 

felf j within four hours he walked home, 

and in as many days returned to his 

work.55 

There were many hundred people, fome 

ef them of diltindtion, prefent at the 

time. 

% 
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It may be a proper inquiry in what cafes, 

and under what circumflances there may be 

a profpeft of applying this, and other fimilar 

methods, with fuccefs. 

The difeafes in which they may be of 

ufe, are thofe called fudden deaths from an 

invifible caufe, apoplexies, fits of various 

kinds, as hyfterics, faintings, and many 

other diforders, wherein perfons in a mo¬ 

ment fink down and expire. 

The various cafualties in which they 

may he tried with a profpedt of fuccefs, are 

many: fuffbcations from the fulphurous 

damps of mines, coal pits, &c. the con- 

denfedair of long unopened wells or caverns; 

the noxious vapours arifing from ferment¬ 

ing liquors received from a narrow vent; 

the fleam of burning charcoal; fulphurous 

mineral acids; arfenicai efluvia, &c. 

Perhaps thofe who to appearance are 

ftruck dead by lightning, or any violent 

agitation of the paffions, as joy, fear, fur- 

prife, &c. might frequently be recovered 

R 2 . bv 
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by ftrongly blowing into the lungs, and by 

that means communicating motion to the 

intal organs* 

Malefactors executed at the gallows, 

would afford opportunities of difcovering 

how far this method might be fuccefsful in 

relieving fuch as may have unhappily be¬ 

come their own executioners by hanging 

themfelves. It might at leaft be tried : the 

only ill confequence that could accrue from 

a difcovery of this kind, would be eafily 

obviated by prolonging the prefent allotted 

time of fufpenfion. 

This method may conduce to the faving 
i 

of a great many lives, as it is practicable by 

every one who happens to be prefent at the 

accident, without lofs of time, without ex¬ 

pence, with little trouble, and lefs £kill; as 
t j 

it is perhaps the only expedient of which it 

can be juffly faid, that it may poflibly dq 

great good, but cannot do harm. 

A 
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ft cafe of a young man fupified by the fmoke 

of fea-coaly by Dr. Frewen, of Suffex, 

publifked in the Philofophical Tranfao 

tions. 

7ILLIAM COLEBROOK, a lad of 

feventeen years of age, was left 

alone to the care of his mafter’s vefiel, in 

Rye harbour, the 4th of June, 1761, and 

fhutting up all clofe, at nine o’clock in 

the evening, he laid himfelf down to fleep 

in a fmall cabbin, where there had been 

a fea-coal fire, which was not properly ex¬ 

tinguished, and the chimney place being 

flopped, it foon grew full of fmoke; the 

cited of which, when the people came on 

board next morning, proved to have been 

fo powerful, as to render him totally de¬ 

prived of all the fenfible motions of the 

body, excepting thofe of the heart and 

lungs, Thecaufeof this fiupor being pre*t 

fcntly fufpeded, he was brought out upon 

the 
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the deck, in hopes the freffi air would 

prove of fervice; but neither that nor 

bleeding, bliftering, or any other Appli¬ 

cation they made ufe of, affifted him in 

the lead; under this torpid fituation, being 

brought home to his mailer’s houfe, about 

noon I vifited him, and found him in the 

fame foporous apopleCiic ilate, with a fee¬ 

ble pulfe, refpiration laboured and difficulty 

a rattling in his throat, and utterly void of 

all fenfation. He appeared much like one 

I had feen, who had taken an over-dole of 

opium, and died of it. 

I ftrongly recommended the plunging 

this patient into a cold bath; wffiich being 

complied with, was done as expeditioufly 

as it could be, and attended with a fuccefs 

even beyond my expectations* Immedi¬ 

ately upon the immerfion (for I ordered 

only one plunge, fuppofmg that a fecond 

would prove lefs efficacious, by weakening 

the power of the firft) he opened his eyes 

and mouth, and ffiut them again. He 

was 



( l23 ) 

was then inftantly put to bed naked, be¬ 

tween the blankets; and in a very few mi- 
# f * ♦ ** > 

nutes time a very great and univerfal fweat 
, * r r 

came on him, which continued for many 

hours. In the evening he was firft per- 
*• t'' * 

ceived to move a little, feemingly as if 

difturbed by the roughnefs of the blankets 

Simulating his fkin; a while after he open¬ 

ed his eyes, and looked a little about him 

in a confufed manner. Some time after 

that, he grew more fenfible, and fpoke, 

but could only give the fhort anfwers, yes 

and no. His refpiration was ftill difficulty 

and very laborious; but his pulfe was 

ftronger and fuller; on which account I 

ordered a little blood to be taken away, and 

he took frequently, a very little at a time, 

of fome fweet oil; for his ordinary drink, 

I directed boiling water poured upon bread, 

with a little white wine, lemon juice, and 

fugar; of which, at firft, he took but very 

little at a time, and afterwards more in 

quantity, as he could get it down. 

The ' 



The next day 1 found him much better,* 

when he fat up, talked, and drank fome 

tea. His breathing was eafier, but he 

complained of a fhort troublefome cough, 

and hoarfenefs; for which I ordered him 

a fmooth pedtoral tincture and a lenient 

purging draught was alfo given him, which 

had the defired efifedt. He continued 

growing better for a day or two, when I 
/ 

called upon him again, and finding his 

cough and hoarfenefs ftill remain, with a 

little fhortnefs of breath, I directed him 
tr 

pills of millepedes and gum ammoniac, 

made up with bah fulph. to be taken twice 

a day, drinking warm milk after them $ 

by which 'means he grew perfedlly well, 

and went to fea in twelve days. 

* 

AbtlraSi 
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JbJlraB of a letter from the Gentleman's 

Magazine, about a natural recovery from 

apparent death. 

ANY wonderful ftories have been 

X* A told of perfons being dead, in the 

common acceptation of the word, for fe- 

veral days, and then reviving, or coming 

to life again. I fhall give a very recent 

inftance of a woman’s recovery, after be¬ 

ing to all appearance dead, and fo thought 

to be by every body that faw her. 

Mrs. Fudge, at Marajion, in Cornwall, 

aged above eighty, feemed for many years 

gradually to decline, and towards the end 

of September laft took to her bed, and in 

a few days feemingly expired in the morn¬ 

ing. As the had often defired not to be 

buried till fhe had been two days dead, 

her requeft was to have been religioufly 

complied with by her relation, a woman of 

veracity, who informed me of thele par— 

S ticulars 
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ticulars, for I had not an opportunity of 

feeing her myfelf: however, all that dicfl 

looked upon her as dead, and the report 

was current through the whole place; nay, 

a gentleman of the town, actually wrote to 

his friend in the ifland of Scilly, that fhe 

was deceafed : but to proceed, one of thofe 

who were paying the lafl: kind offices of 

humanity to her remains, perceived fome 

warmth about the middle of her back, and 

acquainting her friends with it, they ap^ 

plied a mirror to her mouth ; but after re¬ 

peated trials, could not obferve it in the leaft 

flamed j her under jaw was likewife fallen, 

as the common phrafe is; and, in fhort, fhe 

had every appearance of a dead perfon. AH 

this time flic had not been flripped or drefT- 

ed, but the windows were opened, as is 

ufual in the chambers of the deceafed. In 

the evening the heat feemed to increafe, 

and at length fhe was feen to breathe. 

From the account I had, fhe could not 

be lefs than twelve hours without any 

perceivable 
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perceivable motion , and it was not till next 

day that I heard Ihe was come to life again ; 

I mu ft confefs that at firft I laughed at 

the report, as I knew fhe was of a great 

age, and had not died fuddenly; however, 

upon enquiry, I found it had actually been 

fo, and fuch an uncommon occurrence made 

a great noife in the place. 

A fwoohing after delivery. * 

Dr. J. ENGELMAN in a Dictation 

on the various caufes of fuffocation, point¬ 

ing out the effects of the ftrength being 

exhaufted, relates the following cafe: 

** A woman in childbed being happily 

delivered, fuddenly fainted, loft all fen-* 

fation, lay upwards of a quarter of an 

'** hour apparently dead, pale as a corpfe, 

“ with fcarcely any perceptible motion in 

her pulfe. A phyfician was fent for; 

her own maid in the mean while being 

£ out of patience at his delay, attempted 

S a to 
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*G to affift her herfelf, and extending her- 

u felf upon her miftrefs, applied her mouth 

*c to her’s, blew in as much breath as fhe 

*€ poffibly could, and in a very fhort time 

<c the exhaufted woman awaked as out of 

€C a profound fleep; when proper things 

fC being given her, fhe foon recovered. 

<c The maid being afked how fhe came 

“ to think of this expedient, faid, fhe had 

feen an inflance of it’s fuccefs at Alten- 

burg, where the fame practice was ufed 

by the midwives with children, to the 

happiefl effedt.” 

A child overlaid by it's nurfe. 

IT appears by a late Publication in the 

London Chronicle, that Monfieur Janin> 

of the Royal College of Surgery at Paris, 

relates in a Memoir now in the Prefs, that 

S{ a nurfe having had the misfortune to* 

*c overlay a child, he was called in, and 

found the little victim without any Signs 

** of life; no pulfation in the Arteries, no 

2 refpiration. 
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** refpiration, the face livid, the eyes open^ 

cc dull and tarni(hed3 the nofe full of fhi- 

u vel, the mouth gaping, in fhort it was 

<c almoft cold. Whilft fome linen cloths 

*c and a parcel of afhes were warming, he 

u had the hoy unfwathed, and laid him in 

<c a very warm bed, and on the right fide. 
x ■ 

€S He then was rubbed all over with fine 

€* linen, for fear of fretting his tender and 

u delicate fldn. As foon as the allies had 

received their due degree of heat, Mr* 

u Janin buried him in them, except the 

g€ face, placing him on the fide oppofite to 

that he had been at firft laid, and covered 

€* him with a blanket. He had a bottle 

“ of Eau de Luce in his pocket, which 

*c he prefented to his nofe from time to 

€t time, and between whiles fome puffs of 

“ tobacco were blown up his noftrilsj to 

*e thefe fucceeded the blowing into his 

ff^mouth and fqueefmg tight his nofe: 

t( animal heat began thus to be excited gra~ 

dually i the pulfations of the temporal 

€€ artery 
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kc artery were Toon felt, breathing became 

lc more frequent and free, and the eyes clofed 

and opened alternately. At length the 

<e child fetched fome cries expreffive of his 

tc want of the breaft, which being applied 

<g to his mouth, he catched at it with avi- 

dity, and fucked as if nothing had hap- 

“ penedtohim. An attention in care, which 

«c fcarce lafted above half an hour, was fuffi- 

<c cient for calling back to life this poor inno- 

cent. Though the pulfations of the arteries 

were very well re-eftabliffied, and it was. 
; ' ** 

hot weather, the child was ftill left three 

‘c quarters of an hour under the afhes. He 
■ , - • -* i 

was afterwards taken out, cleaned and 

(t drefied as ufual, and a gentle deep fuc- 

u ceeding, no farther accident happened to 

€C him. The child remains hill full of life 

(c and vigour. Mr. Janin adds, that it 

“ would be difficult to paint the defpair 

t( and confternation the poor nurfe appeared 
t 

u in when he entered the houfe j and much 
/ 

“ more the excefs of joy fhe delivered her- 

“ felf 



t 3 
% 

■f felf up to, on feeing her nurfe child 

s- brought to life. 

Mr. Janin cites likewife an example of 

a young man who had hanged himfelf 

through defpair, to whom he adminiftred 

help as effectually as in the preceeding Cafe. 

The whole of the memoir and thefe ex¬ 

amples evidently prove the poffibility of 

bringing back to life, not only drowned 

perfons, but thofe alfo that may be ftifled 

and hanged. This fhould therefore make 

us conceive the beft hopes of the fuccefs of 

adminiftring help to perfons flruck with fud« 

den death, or hurt by any other accident* 

Among the hiftorical fads relative hereto, 

Mr. "Janin has pot omitted the melancholy 

end of Cardinal Spinola, who had contracted 

an illnefs from feme occaflons of vexation, a 

cafe wherein proper affiftance, would not 

have left the patient expofed to the fatal 

ftrokes of inattention and impatience.—The 

memoir is concluded with this reflection: 

How many other fimilar faCts are there, 

quite 
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quite Ihocking to humanity, which muft 

accufe us of negled in feconding the re- 

fources of nature! 

fhe cafe of a child which feemed to expire 

in a convulfion ft : communicated by a pri¬ 

vate hand, 
* * • * 

IN the parilh of St. Clemens at Colchef- 

tir, the fon of R. T. a child of fix months 

old, laying upon it’s mother’s lap, having 

had the breaft, was feized with a ftrong 

convulfive fit, which lafted fb long, and 

ended with io entire a privation of motion 

in the body, lungs, and pulfe, that it was 

deemed abfolutely dead, and fo pofitively 

believed by the family, that it was ftripped 

and laid out, the paffing-bell was to be 

tolled, and a coffin ordered. But a neigh¬ 

bour, one hdrs. C. who ufed to admire thv 

child, and had feen and killed it in arms 

not an hour before, hearing of it s fudden 

death, haftened to the houfe, found the 

mother 
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mother bathed in tears, enquired what had 

happened, and by the fhortnefs of time 

fcarce believing the child dead, went to exa* 

mine it $ found it not told, it’s joints lim¬ 

ber, and fancied that a glafs Ihe held to 

it’s mouth and nofe was a little damped with 

breath $ upon which the took the child in 

her lap, fat down before the fire> rubbed 

it, and kept it in gentle agitation. In a 

quarter of an hour the felt the heart begin 

to beat faintly, the then put a little of the 

mothers milk into it’s mouth, continued 

to rub it’s palms and foies, found the child 

began to move, and the milk was fwallow- 

ed; and in another quarter of an hour the 

had the inexpreffible fatisfadtion of reftoring 

to the difconfolate mother a fweet babe, 

qtiite recoveredj eager to lay hold of the 

breaft^ and able to fuck again. 

The little boy throve and did well after-* 

W&rds, had no more fits^ is grown up, and 

at prefent alive* 

T A 
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A Recovery to Life after Twenty-nine 

Minutes hanging ; a Cafe treated and 

' communicated by Mr. Glover, Surgeon 

in Do&or’s Commons, London* 

AT the latter end of September 1766, 

Patrick Redmond, a Taylor, in the 

city of Corke, in Ireland, aged about thirty 

three, of an athletic make and full habit, 

was condemned to be executed for a ftreet 

robbery; the night before the fentence of 

the law was to take place, Mr. Glover hap¬ 

pening to be in company with Dr. Sleigh 

and fome other gentlemen of the Faculty, 

the difcourfe turned on the means of af¬ 

fording the moil effeftual relief to drowned 

or hanged perfons, when Mr. Sullivan, who 

had before expatiated on the utility of ex¬ 

periments on the dead for the benefit of the 

living, prevailed on Mr. Glover to promife 

to attempt every thing poffible for his re¬ 

covery. After the culprit had walked to 

2 the 
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the gallows and been turned off a ladder,.' 

as is cuftomary in thofe parts of Ireland, 

having hung twenty-nine minutes within a 

few feconds, by a flop watch, and fhewed 

no figns of life after the firft four minutes, 

he was, on the Sheriff’s retiring, cut down, 

and carried to a field near the place of exe¬ 

cution, where Mr. G. opened the temporal 

artery and the external jugular, but the 

circulation feemed intirely flopt, a fmali 

portion of coagulated blood only appearing 

at each orifice. The body was then flap¬ 

ped, and the back, mouth, and neck rub¬ 

bed with a quantity of volatile fpirits and 

oil. The tobacco glyfter was alfo admi- 

niftered by means of lighted pipes, covered 

on the bowl with ftrong paper pricked full 

of holes, and his arms and legs continually 

rubbed by the mob, who were very nu¬ 

merous, and cheerfully afforded their affi'ft- 

ance. In this courfe they continued from 

two of the clock till near fix in the even¬ 

ings when Mr. G. made an incifion through 

T 2 the 
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the ft. in into the wind-pipe in the ufual 

manner, and blew ftrongly through a ca- 

nula into the lungs. About twenty mi¬ 

nutes after, the blood at the artery began 

tp run down the face, and a flow pulfe 

was juft perceptible at the wrift. At this! 

critical period, news was brought that the 

Sheriffs had heard of the fteps which were 

taken to recover the man, and had fent 
’ - 1 

the conftables and fome loldiers to fecure 

the body. The hofpitabie peaf&nis re¬ 

doubled their efforts at this intelligence . 

a {hort time after the blood came (o plen¬ 

tifully from the artery, that it was thought 

neceflary to flop it, which was eafily done? 

by placing a half-penny in a bit of rag, 

and tying it over the part. A little after 

feven the pulfe beat faintly near forty 

ftrokes in a minute, and the patient’s mouth 

and nofe being irritated with a little fpirit 

of Sal. Ammoniac, he opened his eyes. 
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The mob, apprehenfive of the body being 

taken from them, placed it on a large board? 

and, fupporting the head and fhoujders, car¬ 

ried it in that manner to a village called 

Glafheen, about a mile and an half from 

the gallows. Here Redmond was placed 

in a fitting pofture on fame hay in a ftable, 

and with great difficulty fwallowed fome 

warm brandy and water. He groaned 

grievoufly, and feemed to feel great pain* 

which was imagined to arife from the fric¬ 

tion he had undergone, as his legs and arms 

were in fome places excoriated. Mr. G. 

then left him to the care of his friends; 

in the night his fleep was Accompanied with 

frequent groans and ftartings. The next 

morning he was able to fwallovy fome milk 
V 

and brandy tolerably well $ at that time he 

feemed infenfible, and could not fpeak, but 

before night he in broken accents com¬ 

plained of a forenefs over the whole body, 

and after a found fleep the fecond day 

from his execution, regained Efficient health 

and fpirits to walk eight miles up the country 

to elude the fearch of the officers of juftice. 

This 
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This man afterwards reared to the coun- 

ty of Clare, and was feen by feveral perfons 

within thefe two years, apparently in good 

health. 

The foregoing Abftradts cannot more 

properly be concluded, than with the fol- 

lowing refledion, taken from the Gentle¬ 

man’s Magazine. 
« It is much to be expeded, from the 

tt happy efreds that have been experienced 

tt in neighbouring nations, that a Society 

u founded on the fame humane principle 

« fliould be inftituted in England, where 

a charitable eftablifliments of almoft every 

«c kind fo plentifully abound.” 

“ Were the methods by which perfons, 

« but apparently dead, may be reftored to 

“ life, properly reduced to pradice and 

“ made known, there is no doubt but that 

« many who mull otherwife inevitably 

perifh for want of the necefiary affift- 

“ ance would live to blefs their benefadors.” 

finis. 
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The Cafe of the perfon who in a fit of Defpair hanged 

himfelf mentioned page 131. 

A Young Man deeply in love, and become defperate 

by the infidelity of his miftrefs, attempted to put an 

end to his mifery by hanging himfelf, which he did in 

his own apartment. He locked the door, got upon a 

chair, from which he threw himfelf, the better to 

effect his purpofe : the chair was overturned, and the 

noife of it gave fome alarm to his mother in a room 

below : fhe, not fufpedfing his defign, called to him 

to know what had happened, and for a time was not 

uneafy at getting no anfwer; but a dead filence fuc- 

ceeding, fhe called again, and then obtaining no 

anfwer, fhe ran up to his door, which fhe found {hut; 

fhe knocked at it, and hearing nothing flir within, fhe 

exerted her ftrength, and forced it open; when with ex¬ 

treme horror fhe beheld her fon hanging lifelefs. A 

knife, which happened to be at hand, ferved to cut him 

down : fhe received his body upon her fhoulders, and 

from thence {lid it on the bed, where fhe loofened his 

drefs, and chafed him with fome fpiritous liquor. 

As fhe was thus bufy, a friend came in, who, feeing 

what had happened, ran and fetched Mr. fianin. 

Upon his arrival he found the body in the ordinary 

condition of one hanged and dead: he immediately 

ordered fri&ions with warm cloths and brandy; the 

patient was undrefied, laid upon his fide, and feverai 

perfons were employed in rubbing him all over, whilft 

others got afhes, and heated them in kettles, and alfo 

bricks to be applied to the feet. Tobacco-fmoke was 

injedfed into his intefiines, and up his noftrils, A 

Volatile Spirit was held to his nofe, and a clyfler of 

T 4 an 
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an infufion of Tobacco was adminiftcred. An attempt 

was made to blow air down the wind-pipe, holding 

the nofe clofe, but with little fuccefs, becaufe the 

tongue was fwollen, and hung out of the mouth. 

In a quarter of an hour the ajflhes were hot, and he 

was buried in them; in thirty-five minutes more his 

body recovered heat; the temporal arteries began to 

beat, his face became livid, his tongue leflened, and 

he began to breathe. At this period he was fir ft bled 

at the right arm, and in half an hour after it at the 

left : he then recovered his fenfes, and began to fpeak 

imperfectly; but a violent reaching fucceeding, the 

organs of fpeech were foon freed, and he was relieved 

of a pain in his head, which he greatly complained of. 

He was kept three hours in the afhes, perfpired much, 

and made but little water. Some Aiicant wine was at 

firft: given him as a cordial ; but when the circulation 

became brifk, and the pulfe beat high, he was re- 

frefhed with broths, which were continued to him 

during three days. A contufion from the noofe, which 

had prefled upon his neck, was difpelied by a fomen¬ 

tation with Camphorated Spirit of Wine. When 

by all thefe means he was in a good meafure recovered, 

he told the caufe of his defpair, and appeared penitent 

for the rafh attempt upon his life. His health and 

ftrength returned afterwards by degrees, and he for 

borne time was troubled with laflitudes-, a pain in his 

head, and a tingling in his ears ; but thefe were got 

the better of by repeated purges, and a proper regimen. 
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