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INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION

Doc. Nc. 3357 Date 3 February 1948

ANALY3IS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE
DESCRIPTICN OF ATTAC-ZD DOCUMENT

Title and Nature: gyree Pages Typewritten, Material,
Entitled "Review of Events at LANGSON", dated 15 Oct. 1940,
Submitted by Commander-in-Chief of Indo-China Forces.

| .
Date: 15 Qct, 19/Qriginal ( ) Copy (% Language: Eng.
22-%? Sept. 1940)

as 1t been translated? Yes ( ) No (Y

Has 1t becn thotostated? VYes ( ) No (D

LOCATION OF ORIGINAI, (also WITNESS if applicable)
IPS Doc. Vivision

SCTURCE OF ORIGINAL: :
archives of the french Gov't Secretariat Genercl of Nationsl

PERSONE ‘R Y iy & 1ine

( No defendant directly implicated)

CRIMES TO WHICi DOCUMENT APPLICABLE:

Occupuation of french Indo-China; Violstion of Jap.-French
J‘Lgre Eﬁ:ﬂ ﬂ t .

SUMIMARY OF RELEVANT PCINTS (with rage references) :

Document consists of the cable sent by Lt. Gen. MARTIN,
Commander-in-“hief of troops of the Indo-China Group in HANOI
tc the french Home Government, 15 Uctober 1940, entitled
"Review of Events at LANGSON" for the dates 22-25 Septembpber
1940. The report describes how the Japaneseoccupation of
French Indo-China violated the peaceful occupation and"no
iring"” agreement previously announced the Japanese High
Commend, and narrates the evemis leading up to the bombing
of LANGSON sirfield and tne attacks on tae wholeggf front
of T:LiTKE-NACHAM-LANGSON-LOC BINH.

On 25 Sept. the: peportrstates that tne Japanese,'"profiting
by the cessation of fire and the fact taat negotiations were
going on", extended their position on the North front, and
th

Chat "under tiareat of a violent ultimatum, General MENNERAT
wes oblliged to sign articles of surrender although the Japanese

A%ﬁ.?%ttzof faith had hopelessly co.:rlp'romis%cghm terms."
E. T. Garden Sl <
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INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION -
' . :1
; Document Division o
A
3)31..'\ 29 January 1948 : A
Dhcﬁ \ : _ .
CORRECIION &
l. Please correct the English cony of IPS Doc. No. 3367 A
on page 1, line 3 of the toxt beginning Sentember 22, to read: §
"had a letter of ultimatum for the High Command
2. The attached is a certificate to ccver Doc. No. 3367,
served on you this date.
o

Dccument Proccssing Unit
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Indo-China Command * HANOI, 15 October 1940

General Staff, G-2 R - RS aaet

No. 301é/éB |

: DRAFT OF CABLE TO THE DEPARTMENT
Reply to State Telegram No. 520/R of 11 October 1940

Trom
COLONIES to GOUGAL

Review of Events 2t Langson

- - i — i —

22 September - AT 1400 nrss: The General Officer command-
e ing tr.e Japanese Division at LONGTCHEOU

had a lettertintended for the High Com-
tol ulHmavrum mand, sent to the Commanding Officer at
‘ DONG DANG, giving the information that
the Japanese troops would enter Indo-
China peacefully and would pass through
HANOTI and that no armed resistance should

be offered.

At 2200 hrs. The Japanese enter Tongking
in battle formation on the front 3INHI CHINA,

Sergt. DUBUC on duty near DONG DANG,
wounded by a bayonet at 2210 hrs, fired
after challenging.

The Corboral of the blockhouse at

NAMQUAN on duty about 22.25 hrs fired
shots in the air after challenging on

noting suspicious movements.

Attack on the NAMQUAN blockhouse
and positions atDONG DANG by artillery
and tanks during the night and morning

22/23 September
23- . e o/-‘- l'/l-i

2 Seotember - The post DONG DANG occupied in the morn-
ing.

At 0700 hrs.- Intervention by Colonel
KOIKE, General NISHIHARA's Chief of
Staff, to stop firing; could only
apply to elements of the first line
who did not know of the agreement (or
were purposely ignoring it).

DML R Al - R

= T " “;_ﬁ-;..# ~




+ ppd §Od, N0, 3367 . Page 2.

" 23 September (Con'd) e *
B g French ceased fire on condition

R Japanese troops did not pass ‘the lihe
reached before the incident was settled.

0 : At 0845 hrs. - Japanese planes flew over R
4 . LANGSON and dropped leaflets. "Stop
k* | Ceetn s ErEhtAng s ‘The Japanese are returning

torChinae® 5 W A Ly,

g A

At 1010 hrs. - LANGSCN airfield bombed.

At 1500-hrs., - Second bombing of Langson Kylue

Japanese movement on LANGSON resumed
at the end of the afternoon of 23rd ,
while an invasion via DIEMHE, west of b

LANGSON, manifested itself. 5

. At half past one the same day, the _
e g% CHIMA post was attacked. Its garrison 3
LT N SR retirad on LOC BINH as arranged. French 3
i ¥ o intervention under a flag of truce at
‘9 o'clock in order to have the agree-
ment made known. Japanese advance in

force resumed at. 1600 hrs. LOC BINH

evacuated by the French after heavy

fighting at 17.45 hrs.

s The same day a Japanese column made
,a. drive from DONG DANG on NACHAM. The
post was reached in the evenlng, was
attacked next morning and evacuated

on the evning of the 24th after vigorous

resistance.

. " BINHTI '‘attacked at 2300 on 22 September;
Garrison retired on THAT KHE which place
the Japanese reached and occupied on
24 September.

24 September. - Japanese heavy losses at NACHAM-LOC
BING-DONG DANG. Night and early morn-
ing calm., Japanese infiltration became

more acute into the LANGSON position by
the middle of the morning; and in spite
of orders not to fire until absolutely
unavoidablé,-the position was obliged
to open.artillery fires../ece/eee
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IPD DOC. NO. 3367

o4 September (Con'd)
‘ DIEM HE taken by the Japanese during
o4 September. n large scale invasion
into the LANGSON position commenced
in the Esst in the same Way by Japanese

End of the evening - Flanking French
7 shut themselves in

£ the KYLUA position.

KYLUA-LANGSON bombed and shelled from

0530 to 0930. General
at 1040 to enter and contact Japanese

forces to meke known the agreement
which had cCme about and arrange main-
+enance of the status quo whrile the

incident was being

25 gephtembeTr. -

profiting bY the cessation of fire
and the fact that negotiations were go-
ing on the Japanese expedited thelr
advance and encircled the position and
penetrated the defences atl a point on
the North front. In V1EW of thils “fait
accompli" and under threat of 2 violent
ultimatum General VENNERAT was obliged
to sign the articles of surrender at

1600 hours though the Japaneése breach
of faith had hopnelessly compromised

their terms.

Fighting ceased
THEATKE —NLCHAM-LLNGSON-LOC'BINH} the

objective of the Japanese Division on
the evening of the 25 September.

ILt. General MARTIN,
Commznder-in—Chief of
trocps of the Indo-

Chaina Groupe

/s/ Mertin

TRUE COPY
The Chief of Staff G-2

gigned R. LEMAITRE
Seals Indo-China Forc
ding 1in Chief

NENNER:T authorized

on the whole front

|
|
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1PS Doc. 10,
Cert
CELTIFICLTE OF ORIGIN
Tokyo, 29 Jan 1948
1, the uncersigned ucneral Pechkoff, arbassaor
of France, Chief of the Frencl Mlsslon in Japan,
certify that the docuvment rumberel 3015/02B composed
of three pnages dateé 15 Cctober 194C emanatlirg from

tlie Cormarder-ir-Chief of the Indn-Chine rorces en-

titled "Review of Lvents in Indo-China™ is a trve

cony of an origiral document coming fror the archives

of the rrerch Government Secretariat Jeneral of

-

Mational Defence in Indo-China.

s/ Pechkoff"
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T0KYO, le 29 Janvier 1948
&
i
E Jo soussigne, General FPECHKOFF, Ambessadeur de France,
, Chef de la Mission Francaise au Japon, certifie que le dos
: ' cument portant le no. 3015/2B, compose de 3 feuilles, en
: date du 15 Octobre 1540, emanant du Commandement Superieur
,, des troypes de 1‘'Indochine, intitule "Resume des evenementis
' de 1'Indochine®, est 1'impliation d'un document original
3 provenant des archives du Couvernement francais, Secretariat
¥ :
] Oeneral de la Defense lationale en Indochine./.
E
f Signe FPECHIOFF
£
:
:
2
4
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., IPS DOC. NO. 3367 |  Ex. No. T¥ 47
Indo-China Command % > HANOI, 15 October 1940
General Staff, G=2 _ | Secret

No. 3015/2B

DRAFT. OF CABLE TO THE DEPARTMENT
Reply to State Telegram No. 520/R of 11 October 1940

from
COLONIES to GOUGAL

Review of Events at Langson

22 September - At 1400 hrs. The General Officer command-
ing the Japanese Division at LONGTCHEOU

had a letter intended for the High Com-
mand, sent to the Commanding Officer at
DONG DANG, giving the information that
the Japanese troons would enter Indo-
China peacefully and would pass through
HANOI and that no armed resistance should
be offered.

At 2200 hrs. The Japanese enter Tongking

in battle formation on the front 3INHI CHIMA,
Sergt. DUBUC on duty near DONG DANG,

wounded by a bayonet at 2210 hrs, fired
after crallenging.

The Corporal of the blockhouse at
NAMQUAN on duty about 22.25 hrs fired
shots in the air after challenging on
noting susnicious movements.

Attack on the NAMQUAN blockhouse
and positions atDONG DANG by artillery
and tanks during the night and morning
22/23 September ' \

23--tt/lti/il

23 Sevtember i The post DONG DANG occupied in the morn-
ing.

At 0700 hrs.~- Intervention by Colonel
KOIKE, General NISHIHARA's Chief of
Staff, to stop firing:; could only,
apply to elements of the first line
who did not know of the agreement (or
were purposely ignoring it).
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......IP8 DOC. NO. 3367 & e Pagda2,

23 . September (Con'd)

French ceased fire on c¢ndition |
Japanese troops did not pass the lihe
reached before the incident was settled.

At 0845 hrs. - Japanese planes flew over

LANGSON and dropped leaflets. "Stop
fighting. ‘The Japanese are returning

to China."
At 1010 hrs. -- LANGSCN airfield bombed.

At 1500 hrs. - Secénd bombing of Langson Kylu:

Japanese movement on LANGSON resumed

" at the end of the afternoon of 23rd

while an invasion via DIEMHE, west of
LANGSON, manifested itself.

At half past one the same day, the
CHIMA post was attacked. Its garrison

retired on LOC BINH as arranged. French

. intervention under a flag of truce at

24 September. -

9 o'clock in order to have the agrse-

‘ment made known. Japanese advance 1n

force resumed at 1600 hrs. LOC BINH
evacuated by the French after heavy
fighting at 17.45 hrs.

" The same day a Japanese column made
a drive from DONG DANG on NACHAM. The
post was reached in"the evening, was
attacked next morning and evacuated
on the evning of the 24th after vigorous

resistance.

A “BINHI;aﬁtacked*ét 2300 on 22 September;
Garrison retired on THAT KHE which place

. _the Japanese reached and occupied on
- 24'September.

Japanese héavy losses atl NACHAM-LOC
BING-DONG DANG. Night and early morn-
ing calm, . Japanese infiltration became
more acuté into the LANGSON position by -
the middle of the morning; and in spite
of orders not to.fire -until absolutely
unavoidable,; the position was obliged

‘to open artillery fif?.../.../...

LS




Page 3

IPD DOC. NO. 3367

24 September (Conild)d
DIEM HE taken by the Japanese during

24 September. n large scale invasion

into the LANGSON position commenced
in the Eszst 1n the same way by Japanese

clementse.

nnd of the evening - Flanking French
force near LANGSON shut themselves 1n
with the garrison of the KYLUA position.

KYLUA-LANGSON bombed and shelled from
0530 To 0930. General MENNERAT authorized

-t 1040 to enter ~nd contact Japanese 3
s to meke known the agreement 3
which had come about and arrange main-
tenance of the stabtus quo while the

incident was being settled.

cessation of fire
act that negotiations Were go-

25 geptember. -

i o "'v‘-,- "1' [

and the f
ing on the Japanese expedited their
advance and encircled the position and |

penetrated the defences at a point on

the North front. 1IN ViEW of this v fait
der threat of a violent

accompli' and un
w]ltimztum General MENNERAT was obliged

to sign the articles of suyrrender =G
1600 hours though the Jepanese breach

of faith had hooelessly compromised
their terms.

Fighting ceased on tae whole front

TEATKE -NﬁCHAM-LiNGSON-LOC BINH, the
e Division On

objective of the Japanes
the evening of the 25 September.

1.t. General M.RTIN,
Commander-in~Chief of
troops of the Indo-

Chaina Groupe.

/s/ Martin

]

TRUE COPY

The Chief of gtaff G-2

Signed R. LEMAITRE

Seals Indo-Cnine FOTCES

General Officer Commanding in Chief



