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The list of 
what?

● 1000 articles

● Core knowledge topics

● Not an obligation

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/List_of_articles_every_Wikipedia_should_have


● 1000 articles

● Core knowledge topics
● biographies, philosophy, religion, social sciences, 

language/literature, arts/recreation, 

measurements, science, food/agriculture, 

technology, history, geography

● Active discussions on the talk page

The list of articles 
every Wikipedia 
should have



Articles every Wikipedia should have
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:en:Gamification

“[a] way to increase user engagement, 
motivation, competition and participation 
through the use of game mechanics ”

Gamification



https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/List_of_Wikipedias_by_sample_of_articles

The list of 
what again?

● Ranking Wikipedias by the sample of 

1000 “must-have” articles

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/List_of_Wikipedias_by_sample_of_articles


● An automated script ranking Wikipedias by the size 

of must-have articles 

● Counts characters, not bytes!

● missing articles–stubs (<10k characters = 1 pt.)–

articles (10-30k = 4 pts.)–long articles(>30k = 9 pts.)

● Language weights system implemented

Script for ranking

A quick brown fox jumps 
over a lazy dog

一隻好快嘅啡色狐狸跳過一隻懶狗



● 5 Wikipedias (nearly) completed

● Not just global languages on top

● Most African languages in the 

bottom part of the ranking

● Plenty of opportunities!

Ranking Wikipedias

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/List_of_Wikipedias_by_sample_of_articles

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/List_of_Wikipedias_by_sample_of_articles


Script for ranking

item_list_path = "ItemList.txt"

def ListOfArticles():

meta_page = []

meta_wiki = pywikibot.Site('meta', 'meta')

meta_page = pywikibot.Page(meta_wiki, 'List of articles every Wikipedia should have')

return meta_page

def LoadItemList():

item_path = item_list_path

if os.path.isfile(item_path):

return

f = open(item_path, 'w', encoding=textfile_encoding)

count = 0

grand_total = 0

page = ListOfArticles()

article   = page.get(get_redirect=False)

name_last = 0

name_first = article.find('[[d:', name_last)

while name_first > -1:

name_mid = article.find('|',  name_first)

cat_start =article.rfind('\n== ', name_last, name_first)

if cat_start > -1:

cat_end = article.find('==',cat_start+3, name_first)

if cat_end > -1:

cat   = article[cat_start+3:cat_end]

catName = ''.center(len(cat),'-')

pywikibot.output('\n%s' % cat)

pywikibot.output('\n%s' % catName)

count = 0

name_last = article.find(']]', name_first)

if name_last > name_mid:

name_last = name_mid

article_item = article[name_first+4:name_last]

f.write(str(article_item))

f.write("\n")

count += 1

grand_total += 1

pywikibot.output('%d %s' % (count,article_item))

name_first = article.find('[[d:', name_last)

f.close()

pywikibot.output('\nGRAND TOTAL\n-----------\n%d articles' % (grand_total))

Credit: Smeira, MarsRover, Boivie, 

Dcirovic

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/List_of_Wikipedias_by_sample_of_articles/Source_code


A WP:1000 project 

● Since 2013 in Slovenian Wikipedia

● Before that, coverage of must-have 

articles was improving very slowly

● Now: ~ 25 contributors



Graphs!

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

    

 
 
 
  

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

No WP:1000 project:

:hrwiki

:cswiki

:kowiki



A WP:1000 project 

● Page with basic info

● Keeping track of progress

● Talk page banners

● Barnstars for active contributors

● Quantitative and qualitative goals

8.1%

https://sl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedija:WikiProjekt_1000_nujnih
https://sl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedija:WikiProjekt_1000_nujnih
https://sl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pogovor:Kemija
https://sl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pogovor:Kemija


Where to start?

● Lists of articles per category

● Highlight: “neglected articles”

● Run the script locally

● PagePile → PetScan etc.

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/List_of_Wikipedias_by_sample_of_articles/Neglected
https://pagepile.toolforge.org/api.php?action=get_data&format=html&id=61569
https://pagepile.toolforge.org/api.php?action=get_data&format=html&id=61569
https://petscan.wmcloud.org/?templates_yes=&pagepile=61569&common_wiki=other&labels_no=&labels_any=&negcats=&page_image=any&search_filter=&interface_language=en&ores_prediction=any&wpiu=any&min_sitelink_count=&min_redlink_count=1&language=sl&cb_labels_any_l=1&sitelinks_no=&edits%5Bbots%5D=both&links_to_no=&ores_type=any&common_wiki_other=slwiki&wikidata_item=no&outlinks_yes=&sortorder=descending&templates_no=&output_limit=&referrer_name=&manual_list_wiki=&project=wikipedia&format=html&categories=&after=&cb_labels_no_l=1&cb_labels_yes_l=1&search_max_results=500&langs_labels_no=&sortby=sitelinks&subpage_filter=either&minlinks=&langs_labels_any=&before=&show_disambiguation_pages=both&active_tab=tab_output
https://petscan.wmflabs.org/?interface_language=en&sitelinks_any=slwiki&cb_labels_any_l=1&edits%5Bflagged%5D=both&negcats=&cb_labels_no_l=1&namespace_conversion=keep&language=sl&depth=0&format=html&combination=subset&cb_labels_yes_l=1&sortby=size&wpiu=any&active_tab=tab_other_sources&edits%5Bbots%5D=both&show_soft_redirects=both&wikidata_item=no&search_max_results=500&ores_type=any&pagepile=61569&project=wikipedia&common_wiki=other&common_wiki_other=slwiki


Where next?

● Writing competitions

● Other ways to actively promote the project 

● The expanded list of articles

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/List_of_articles_every_Wikipedia_should_have/Expanded
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/List_of_articles_every_Wikipedia_should_have/Expanded
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/List_of_articles_every_Wikipedia_should_have/Expanded
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/List_of_articles_every_Wikipedia_should_have/Expanded


Q&A
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