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In the ccurse of this

the Jspanese Amhaszador

c1l to be exportad from +

“2en done becauce we reel - |

saut off or restricted 2 Japa Government end peopl

1ave used this a&s an in & Fetext Tor moving down upon the
9Ssure taense.ves of a greater oil

Supply; that the United ot S liad been pursuing this poliey primaril:

“or the purpose of doing i utmest tc preserve peace 1in the Pacific

reglon; that our citizens € unable to urderstard why, at a time

vhen they were asked to curtaij thelr use of gascline, the United

“tates should bpe permitting oil supplies to go to Japen when Japan

cad. given every ‘ndication O pursuing a policy of force and

“n conjunction with the polizy of worljg cornguest and domination

ceing carried on by Hitler. The President said that if Japen

=ttenpted to seize oil supplies by forece in the Netherlands Indies,

she latter would uridoubtedly resist, the British would lmiediately
come to their dsslstance, and war would then result. In view of
2ur own policy of assisting Gresat Sritain, "an eXceedingly serious
s1tuation would immediately result™. The ’resident stated that

Uub to this time been permitted t

ith these facts in mind oij} had
o8 shipped from the United States to Japan, notwitnstending the
ciltter criticism leveled agalnst the admirnistration.

concuest

President Roosevelt discussad this question in an informal
alk at the White House on July 24. He explained the essential
igcessity, from the standpoint of our own deferse and of that of
-reat Eritain, of preventing war fron breaking out in the South
= .1fic, He said that if oil suppllies from the Uniteg States had
-een cut off, Japan probably would have attacked the Netherlands
.ndles to obtain oil and war

would have resulted: that the policy o
-ne United ctates in allowing oil to go to Japan had succeeded in
iéepling war out of the South Lsacific, "for cur own goocd, for the
2004 of the defernse of Qresat

ain, and the freedom of the seas",

man :4_
Qr.t.b
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