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P.114  STATEMINT OF TH: FOREIGN OIF

TCZ RIGARDING THE INCIDENT
OF SHILIING THZ IADYBIRD AND OTEE

R BRITISH VES3EIS.

DECEMBER 30, 1957

At the re@uust o the Forcicn 1

linister, Mr. voki Hirota,
the British Ambassadnor

sy S1I Robcrt Craigic, callead upon thc

Foreign 1linist:r pn the 28th D2cembur, and was handed the Note

of thc Japancs~ Govornment With rcspect to the ineidents of

attacks made on the Iadybird and other British vesscls,

Esscntial contents of the Japenesa ljots ar: as follows:

Monsicur L'Ambossadcur,

Concernine the incidents that occurrcd on the 12tnh

instant in which Japanese forecs attecle

P.115 and merchant vesscls by mictake, 1 hed the honour to addross

under date of the 14th ins*:nt tendering the profound

G British mi n-of-var

8 Notz

a@pology of th: Japancse Government, and stating that thcy have

taken the acc:isary steps to prevent the rseurrence of similar
incidents, and that they would dang properly ith

ponsiblc and also cefr

those r:.s-

Ay the nceessary compencation. Your
Excclleney sent a Note in r2ply under date of tho 16th instant,
in which Your Execlleney, aftor dosceribing the circumctaners

Surrcunding ‘he incideat, said (1) that the Dritish Government
vere glad ta r-ceive ny rote of the 14th mentioned above, (2)
that they reoquasteq @n assurence that the contents of my Note

1Would apply to the attacks upon the Rritish merchant vesscls,
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1ar note of the point thot thoSe€

(3) that they took particu
tably 4) thst they

denlt with, and (

rasronsible would be 3ui
n actually taken

neesulres had bece

desired to be informed that
of a charficter vhich woulé pui & q-fiaite step U0 incidents of
such & kind. 1 hosteacd ©O gssure your nxcellency immrdiate-
1y in my Note cf Hhe +7¢h instant that vhat 1 had said in my
of course, 8apply to thc mritish

te of the 14th would,
Aar such circumstances.

mnrchnﬁtVstcls thnt had bacCih attocked un

Ijo

Japanesc

)

sncicent th

ypon the aceurrznce of the presont
nt did th-.1T best tO asc rtain th f

ncts of the Ca85C;

!
_ GovaoTrnne

but unfortunatcly, fer variouns reiSons sich &8s the wide Sapl-
ration of the snits conerrntd vl:ich WasS consgguent upon th.
progress of the milit=¥7 op.1LE10NE, and she : padcquacy of the
mcans of communication, tl.c complction of the investigation
at lcnsth roccived 8 Tull

of which ) 1

~ 116 has becen delaycd, vie hove nov
report COVST1NE a1] aspect of thc yncidznis,
principal points navoe alrosdy beén CXplained by our i litaxry
znd naval authoritics %o ~enb-re ol Your 2xcelleneyrs I,mbassy.
cathered from tliS ropert, tho

dqur to the foct that

| As YouT Excell 'ncy must Lave

I
I

present jneidents vere, 14 cach c£3C,
our armcd Torces copcarncd hod token it feT granicd that under
!

th: circumstzncces vhich pr*VDilfd =t ths tlme &ll foralgan
’ werships and voac o15 had soucht refuze ¢ spm th~ thestres of
pattlc and from th:zir vicini®y, ~nd bthat T

jocaiitics than thoso

could b~ no

of Aan cncmy

3
oth.Y vesscls 1oft in those
that juct then, oving to the

nlso UO the fact

P
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thick fog ar haze, visibility wes extremely poor: and there \
is no room for doubt as to the fact that our forces never at- |
tacked those vessels intentionally, lknowing the1 to be of

British netionality. This is clearly apparent in thc light |
of the one fact alonc that our naval air squadrons and military |
units ceascd firing the instant they discovered the nation-

ality of the ships, and our soldiers gave assisttnce in taking |
car:z of the dcad and woundcd of the "jJadybird®,

As recaras thoe assertion adv:necdG to the effect that our
military commander conc2rned snoke of his having rzceived an
ordar to iirt upon #ll vesscls nno thr Yangtzc, the Japancse
Gov.rnment havé, with special concern, investigated th: matter,
and it has been establishcd that the alleged order applicd only
to a1l vessecls used for military purposes by the cavmy, and it
®a5 nevor ncant to apply to the vesszls of third Powcre.

As rorsards the noatters of an apology on bihalf ol the
Japincsc Government and compensation, it i3 only ncerssary to
realffirm vhet T have s2id in my previous Note, AS for the
tr:atmcnt of those rasponsible, althoupgh it has been cotablish-
cd thot the ixcidents were catirely duc to o micstdke, thi
Japanzec Government, in order to insure agtinst all possibility
of similar mictakos, have dealt prorerly with those responsible
on thc ground that thoy failed to t&ke the fullcest mecsures of
nreceaution,

Finally, oc r:gerds the suarantee for the future, the

Army e¢nd the N.vy Essucd, immedictely after the ineidoents,

o D " i
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strict ordcrs to the forces to guard against a repetition cf
such mistake by exercising the greatest caution in every area
where vessels of Great Britain and othcr third powers are found.
Also, both the military, naval and diplomatic authoritics on
the spot have; in view of the present untoward incicdents,
recneved the rigid instructions that had becen repsatedly given
to safeguard 1lif= and property in the case of third povcrs,

The japanese Goveramant are studying, and expcct to carry out,
every possible means of realizing the above aims. For instance,
they intend to escortain, in still closer coopcration with the
British authnritics, the whereabouts of British nationnls and
intercsts, and to communicatz intelligence thereof to the

authorities on the spot; and also tc subordinate units, and

F.l18thcy have taken steps to improve the facilities of communica-

tion for the speedy and effecctiv: transmission of orders,

The Japanese Goveramcat have tolken all these measures
cnumeratod above in their sincere desire to render mcre effective
‘and’ certain the guarantce for the rights and interests of
Grea& Britain and other thirc pow-rs, and I earaestly hope
that this will be appreciated by the British Goverament,

I avail nys21l o this opportunity to renew to Your

Exccllency the assurances 2T my hichest consideration,

L
&

'

|

|
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tatemont of Sourco and Avthenticity
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I, ODO, Nagaharu, Assisten!t Chief of the Archnives Section,

Japanese loreign Jffice, hercby ccrtify that the document hereto
atteched in ..~ a9l goweinsvaug o % oepes ead sntitled "State-

meat of the Waorecar Jifice Rogrecding tur widident of chelling the

Ladybirc .nd Briticn Vescolse Noccmbor 30, 1907" i en oxact and

true copy of an otii:ial (wra:s. of tho Japanoesc Foroipn “f{ico.

0

Cortifaod ct Tokyo,
4 1) b e e

' : ; o - _ ;
on 'thiﬁf !:."Ehﬁ“ 4.91' e : . ’ 194'

(Sigmod) Nugaharu Odo
Signaturc of Jfficiel

Witnoss: (Signed) i, Ishida
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Statcment cf Source and .uthenkicity

I, ODO, Napaharu, Assistant Chief of tne .rchives Soction,

- - - - -

Japanvsc Foreign 0ffice,hereby cortify that tho documont herete

attached in Japancsy consisting of 4 pogos and entitlcd" Jtgte-

aent of the Foreign Office yegarding tho Incident of Sholling

- Ll [ - -~ tl .
the Ledyrird .nd _witish Vossels, Decumbory, 30, 1937 is en cxact

- - - - L

and truc co vy of an sfficial document of the Japanusc Forvipgn Jfice.

Cortifiud at Tckyo,
L % |
on this 4h day of ¥ nu. .yl .

(5igned) Nagaharuv. ORO
signaturv of Official

(Ltnuss (_;‘ig‘}l_:.d.)_ AL A ;.‘_B:: '}_ifl;"l__‘







