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Affidavit of
E | UG/AKI, Kazushige

b I was the War Minister of the Kiyoura, Kato, Wakatsuki, and Hamagyéhi ~

3 Inbinots\. llhen I vias the Vlar linister in the Kato Cabinet (1926 - 1928Y' 1

. carried\out the readjustment of +he numeriocal strength of the Japanese/ .rmy,

| My plan Net with the severost opposition in certain army circles but fn the
face of tAls preat opposition I gucceeded in pushing through the plaf, At
that time, \General Hata, thon o aolonel was Chief of tho Second Sec ion

; (Operationa Scetion) of the Genoral Staff, which Section was rospbnsible for-

tho oxeoution\of W Progroms It wos in this Seotion that the wofk, the Plans,

and the oporetdons for my readjustment program had to be carripl out, Hata

Supported me whe oheartedly and earnestly worked for the suondhs of the plan,

In tho Japaneso Aym +» tho Seotion Chiofs did most of the woplk and were of the

utmost importanco M this gonse as thoy were the driving £érae of 311 programs

which had to pass thxouph thoip seotions, Without the oFrnost support end

the oxtraordinary cndbavors of Genoral Hate, howaovar d I may have tried to

ranlize tho plan, the Radjustmont plan could not hnve baon ncecomplishod at
that timo,

Whon, in 1937, I tri\d uldor command of thé peror to form a Cabinet,

I met with the stronpost oppdsition from a part/Af the army cireclos, This
opposition cnme ng a rosult oif\the antipathy wfich still existod against ma |
bocause of my oxooution of the headjustmont plan whan I had Previously boen
Vier Minister. The Threo Chicefs'‘Council noq ording to tradition r ocoommend ed
threo condidates as War Ministor for my CoMinet but each of thoso candidntes
submittod to me a note stating thot\ho dgflined to net in such n capacity
' undor my Pramiership, So I Proposed o /rocommond one who would dosire to work

+ in my Cabinet and one who I know would 3upport me and my policics ns my ar

Ministor. As a mottor of fact, thoro/wire hundreds of goncrals in tho

Japanese Lrmy eligible to booome Tay Minitor and the numbor was not ngoessarily
limitcd only to threo. I tricd to/offor m\ own rocommondation for theo person
vhom I deosired to be my War Minisfor but the Throe Chiofs' Council would not
cllow me to make any nomination/for this post,\soying that undor the circum-
stancos, thorae was no suitabl o/candidato to bo M War Ministor. Ls o result,
I vos unable to form e Cabingfe Hod I boon allovd to name my proference for

| Viar Minister, I would havd nominatud and askod oy Goneral Hata, Shunroku,
| who vas one of tho candide €8 I had in mind,

of offices I think #hat the nature of that action, the wan Hata was overthrown
| and kiekod out of the Cabinet was in the same nature as whon\in a previous year

| L had triod and tiled €o form o Cabinet because of being boycdotted by the Army e

Bocausg'ho had. so carnestly cooperated with my army roadjugtmont progrom
when I was Vi Ministor, he had incurred o strong antipathy in coerdain Qrmy
circlos and/this antipathy followed him throughout his carcor, In ai1 my
years of’ khowing Gonernl Hata, I camo to rospoct him greatly booause Bf tho -
mannor in which ho booemo Aldo-de-Camp to the Emporor and’ lator War Mip stor,
because ho always adhored strictly to military traditions, rofrainod fro
tngeping in politiocs at any time, navor wont to ono axtromo or the other,\ but
elways followed the middloe road as o truc soldior,

L%a-&



}

:

.! .
{ S

Dof's Docs No, 2212 -2 -

Onco in 1944 whon I wont to Ching trying to bring about peace botwoon
China and Japan, Hata learnod of my arrival in China and ho sont mo o lettor

cncouraging me in my offorts to bring about nonoe betwoen the two countries,

C iSe THITTOTN A I ary man,~in all7tho years I know Rime
© maintain peace pefl I Hrni he was mosb=prren y
ar did break out
OLATH

In accordance with my conscience, I swear to tell, the whole truth

withholding nothing and adding nothing,

UGLKI, Kazushigo (Seal)

On this 24th dey of lugust, 1947, ot Izu, Nagnoka

Deponent: UG/KI, Kazushigo (Seal)

I, KOKUBU, Tomoharu, hereby certify that the above statement was sworn

to by the Deponent, who affixoed his signature and seal thereto in the presence
of this Viitness.

On the same dato,
et Izu, Nagaoka

Witness: KOKUBU, Tomoharu (Seal)




