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TRANSCRIPT

In general terms I would like to know how the number of oneration=
al submarines in the Japesnese Fleet ran during the war?

At the beginning of this wer, the strength of subrn~rines was
biggest; as the wer went on %he nunber of submarincs decreased
because of the strength of constructine subnerines was not
adequate,

About how meny overational subnarines diad you have at the be-
ginning of the war?

I cannot give you the exact number, but about 64 submorines
including the oldest style which was not operational and including
training submerines; about forty or forty-five submerines
conpletely operational,

aAnd thet wes the grectest nuriber you hed during the wor?
Yes,

e Do you include nidget subnerines in thet figure?

as for the special subnarines for two-nen crew, 1 had no
connection with thet submerine so I do not know =bout those,

“Who wes in cherge of those, another depsrtmert?

A very few staff officers of the Genernl Staff and the dor Office
knew who had charge of thet speciel subrnerine;y as I wos ot sea

I did not know about it,

vlere those special subrierines ever opersted as part of the Sixth
Flect during the wer?

During the period when I was Cormrander of the Sixth Flect T
nev:or used speeizl submsrines, but I used whet we c2ll = torredo
which had a one-nan crew,

In what period during the wor do vou feel Jopanese subnarines
were nost successful?

Generally speaking, the effect of success of the subnerine wes
not so good os expected before the war, In ULITHI Operetion

and LEYTE Operation we hazd good success. On thosec operations

the Jepanese subniarines wes successfuly but as I wes only in
cherge a short period of time during the wer, 1 Gennot say for
entire period, Although exact recports sre not availsble fron

the GU/DALCANAL Operation becruse some subiierines did not return,
thet period is slso considered to be =z period of considerable
SUCCESS .

Could you neore a period or periods during the wzr when submerine

losses were particularly serious?

First of =11 GULDLLCANLL irea =nd LEYTE, and 2lso the ALEUTIANS.

In those perlods of serious losses, did you attribute those
losses to any perticuler csuses? If soy, Whot steps were taken

to overconie thrt problen? - |
The resson of such serious cencge wes due to your skillful nethod
of atltacking our subnarines, and the nein rerson of your skillful
attack wes due to the radrr; so our Navy officers stucdied very
herd on defensive nethods agninst your racder. "e studied nmmny
nethods of defense such as to prsint over the hull of the sub-
nerines some naterisl such eos gurg furthernore, an ottenpt wes
nade by inclining sides of conning tower to rcflect r=d2r beon
dovnwerds into wster away fron your radsr screen. (Scc sketch)e
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This attenpt however wns not very successful. In conclusion

we found thest our subncrine is not successful zgainst your rrdor;
so I wanted to heve special subnerines very S“CudV uncécrwnter,

and I wented to neke snrll superstructurs for-surfﬂc1n» at plght
I wanted to naoke smeoll SUpcrstructure-ﬂnc also I wented some
kind of spceciel tube to suprly z2ir so they would not heve tTo

cone up to recherge their bottories.s 1 Wﬂnted the snn2ll
supcrstructure and these specinl tubes ond a greatir speed
underweter. This wss not inltative; -fter studyins the method
we comparcd notes with GER!LLNY and found thcem to be the sane.

Oe Did you in ferct noake trese changes in design ~nd cbout whet
period of the wer were those chenges nace?

Le The time these two nethods were cormpleted was about Lpril of

this yerr, these two methods of spceiesl subnarine,

Qs You mentioned the fe-r of our reodesrj were you particularly
concerned about shipbornc r~dsr or thot which was borne by our
alrcrsit?

Le Rader of your ailrer-ft,.

Qe Did you use scarch receivers on vour subnscrincs?
Lie Yes, On thc operstion of the ALEUTILNS, the Jepsnese Navy found
out your radsr wes very good because our subrerines meneuvering
in the fog received ruch ;unflrL from your shipsj; so we found
out you hed very good roder. ALt the operstion of the aALEUTILNS,
we hed not thet dtVlCC agrinst raders but after thet we studied
and nade something like thot device, but it wes not qUC\@SofUlo To=-
) werds the end our dcevice ageinst roder wes progressing

¢

o When wes rader first instslled on Japsnese subnnrincs?
v fie I renember thot about Junc of lsst yerr, 2t zbout the time of
SAIPAN operstion, that was the first tine it wes installec,

Qe At the start of the wsr was the general plan to use subnarines
as guxiliaries to the fleet, or to attack our shipping, or what
kind of use?

A. The fundamentel nesture of the mission of our submarines is es

auxiliary to our fleet, After the beginnins of the war, by
and by our subniarines got the nission of attacking your nerchant
shlrrlng, but the fundsnentsl nission is nuhlllary to the fleet,

Ne "That reasons brought about thet chenge=~the assignnent of that
nission to attacl merchent shirping? Vhy wes 1t done, 2nd at
what time?

Ao rnhere were two reasons for it: the principal reeson, your

Ariericen fleet did not offer bettle so our subrarine hed not
tercets to attack: another is thet the Gerrans weanted it. 1
er1 not sure but I think the Gerrnens wanted JAPAIl to attack
merchant shipping by our subnarines,
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Qe What period of the wer do you mean when you speak of this chonge?
A+ Thot new change is about after the MILVAY Battle, As I soid
before, by the request of GERMANY our subnarines sttacked your
transport ships in the INDIAN OCEAN or near AUSTRALIA until
our loss of submarines incressed in the INDIAN OCEAN; and also
we wanted to gather all our subnarines to attack your bettleships,
to defeat your advence in the PACIFIC OCELN,

Qe "Thot nakes you believe thet chanre wes nade at the request

of the Gernans?
A. As I was officer of submarine, I wented to attack your fleet;

but I received orders from our hesdquerters to attack nerchant
ships in the INDIAN OCE:LN near AUSTRALIAS soO I s2id hersdquearters
hos sorie recson for thrt order and I thought 1t wecs by GERMAN
recuest,

0o Do you feel that wss a poor thing to do, do you feel 1t wes
unwise to use subrerine in thot feshlon?

A. Tle wanted to attack vour fleet ané the strength of JI.PAN!s
subrnarines was not big enough to attack nerchant shipssy we wented
to ~ttack Anericen Fleet,

De What were the dctes O teginning ond ending of uslng Japenese
subrnerines against nerchant ships in the INDILN OCR.LE?

Lo Fron nenory, epproxinately began lMay or July 1942, sncd ended
sbout July of last Year 1944,

Qe We were always a little surprised you did not use subneorines
arainst our nerchent ships in the Centrsl and South P.CIFIC, on
shirs enroute to GUIDALC/N.iLe. I wonder why you nNever did that
to any degrec,

A. The scouting of your plancs was vViry severe, and another reason
was our strength was not big enough for such attocke

Qe In the early part of the war we were ruch impressed with the
effcetiveness of vour subriarines in scearch snd scouting in
coordination with lorge serpleones and with your corrier forces,
Wes thet 2 pleonned ermploynent?

As Submarines hed scout planes on board, onda &s your strength of
scouting plenes incresscé, that effectiveness grew 1esSe

Ne I was thinking rether of cooperstion between subneriness ond lerge
flying boots,
LAe The coordin-~tion between the flying boets and submarines wes
; ‘not as successful es you think.

0e Did you find it possible to heve satisfectory cormunicotion
between subriarines and flying boats?
Le Thet wes not satisfactory, conrmunicnticons,

0e Did vou ever use the subnarincs to scout for your cerrier forces?
e thought at one time your submerines reported to carriers
whcre we werc, snd the corriers then leunched thelr plenes for
sttacks is that correct? '

L. Our submerines reported the locetion of your fleet but not
directly to the c-rrier, The subnerines would report to head=-
quserters and these reports would be relayed to the flect,

The errrier plenes thenmselves nade sesrches and did not expcct
cooperntion fron subrnierines; generally speeking the cooperation
betwecn aircraft ond subrierines wes not sntisfrictory.

Qe Berly in the wer, for the first ycar of the war perhops, your
subnarincs nade us o lot of trouble, but letcr on we had very
1ittle trouble with thcre We thourht thot perhaps you were
using then for supply =2nd not attocksy is that corrcet?
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\e You are right, that wes the very rcasonj theat reason was not
atisfﬂctory for the submarine offlicer be09usc he wanted our sub-

marines to be used to attsck your fleet, not using then for
tranSport.

Qs Aside from the pcrsonel wishes of the subnarine officers, do you
fccl it was wise fron the point of view of the wer s a whole?

A. Aside fron the feeling of the submerine officers that is still
not wise,

Q; Ylhy, then, were they used for transports?
L. Her équﬂrturs riade that decision.

De That recesons do you believe inpelled them to meke that decision?
Ae I Co not know the reason bccause the Nevel Generesl Staff nede
the decision, and severel tines I reported to then that thesc
tactics were not wises; but nothing was dcne,

Qe Do you fecl that perhaps this wes done due to the Arny pressure
- rather than being the decision of navel officers?

Ae In rny personel Opinlon I feel that Arny rcguest wes the reoson,
Another reﬂson is that our hccdquerters thought that the suprlying
for the islands 1s very importcnt becruse neny soldicrs were on
several J1sleo ncs and they would heve no food or m“tmrl“l for Lfights
that 1is *ﬁpOTT”nt ratter,

Qe In regerd to the use of subnearines as trensports, the transport
between JAPAN and G RFHANY, werc niany subnerines cnployed in that
route? V/hat types of cr rgo or personnel did they cerry?

Ae Some threce or four submerines were used for transport between
JAPAN and GERMANY. These subnarines went to GERMANY with sun
and tin, brought brck rmainly arns, plans and se ples.,

Qe In the transport tc the South Sca Islands I presurie you took in
arrmanition and foods; what did you bring beck if anything?
Ae Ve come beck with our wounded 2nd sick soldiers,

Q; Whet did you teke in principelly-=-armunition, fcood, what type?
LAe Principally rice 2néd food and c¢lothing 2nd srns,

Qe esn't any inportesnce given to bring back specielly trained
pecple, mechanics, ete?
Ae IC did not bring back speciasl personnel,

Qe Ve thought at the tinme you were evacuating neintenance people
from the Northern SCOLOHONS; 1is thet untrue?

Ae &£ I'ew tines one or two personnel wes taken bec cki our aln, however,
Was to et sick personnel bock,

Qe Do you fecl thet any good for the wer cernie from this tronsport
duty, did ony good cone fron it, wrs the use of subnerines for
trensport profiteble in any wey or entircly useless?

Ae It 18 quite bed teoctlcss 1t 1s senseless,

Qe With regard to the buillding of snall submerines, the two rien
subnerines, what wes the prrineipzl purpose of that progren =oné
why, particularly toward the end of the wesr, did you you builld
SO neny?

Ae As I wes not in choree of that bullding I cz2nnot sry. 1 think
however the resson is that our Japanese Navy expected your force
is poing to land on our lends; so to defend agroinst landing we
built up that srmall specizl submarine, anc as we¢ hed no strensrth
to maintain the strength in big ships, this wes invented,
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Qe However,
wars what

Lo

RESTRICTED
MIVA, Shigeyosh).

"sorie of thesc snall subnarines were built before the
rcascns were there at thot tinme?
I think perhaps that the specieal subrnierine wes to be used for

flect cperation to atteck your fleet.

0. Do you neen in PEARL HARBOR or enywherc in genercl?
Le They did not think =t all about PEARL EAFBOF atteck, but 1in

ceneral usc for any attack,

0
Re

ol
&

I.':. #

[ie

cxpect to use then?
opereotion of flecct
of our flect and

But they have short range, how could they
They wantcd to use that subnerine in the
arninst flect, to put submerine in front
atteck your flect,

How would the submerine get there, from a2 beasec or cerried by &

ship to the action?

They werc plenning to bring thot specicl subnerine cn board of

big ship. They had o speclel carrier for thet subnerine, it

wes sunk nerr GUADALCANAL (CHIYODA) .

r'~s therc ever o thought of cerrying these snall subriarines on
(MATO or [TUSASKHI?

The MUS.LSHI =nd YAMLTO were top-sccrcet,

not know, but it is first tine I heard of

T 41d not se¢ and Qo
such 2 surgcestione

The small subrmerines thet were st POARL HiRBOR, how ¢id they
cet there? :

subrarines were tronsportced by other bir subrarines

(2

Those specienl

How nany snall subnarinces could erch bie subncrine earry®
Only one subricrine.

Toawerd the end of the wer you begen To puild very lesrge subnarines
of 5,00C tonse. "hat was the rcason for berinnins the construction
of thet very lerge type®

They were planning to builld these blg
plenes to see, and thot fighiter fron the subnarine woulad
your Ccerrier.

subnarines to treke fighter
attack

Thet secems a srest derl of effort 1n constructicon ané materia
just to gect one plane to =ttrck our c-~rriers, Do you fecl thet
wes a wise plan? |

I think it is not wise plan, I opposed 1t

Yhese plan wes that?

I think that was planned by Admirel YiMLIOTC, SO nobody could
opposc 1it.

If they were planned as long ago &
to attack ocur cerriers or pernsps
That plan rey perhaps heve been for sttacking your cities but

~s war went on thrt plan becerie inmpossible, so they plenned to
attsck vour crrriers. £s Chief of Subricrincs Officers I onpesed

1t completely, it first this plon wes to bulld zhout scven

or eicht such big submerincs but due to the rany olverse cpinions
they decreased thet nunbcr »nd plannec tc build about four of thcn.

that, was the originel purposc
stteck the UNITED STLTESY

Quite apart from tocticel use,
The submarine is not = rocd subnarine, as e subnerinc, snc your
defensive rethods preventcd its useos It handlec rother well and
COXE well, but superstructure was very big, 2 wcak point agrsinst
T2C27T 6
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Was this typc subnerine ever used in an opcration?
It wes under the training, but during the period when I was

cormmancder of subnarine fleet 1t was never used actually 1in opera-
{65 G

As far as you know, it was ncver actually used during the wer
cxcept in treining?
I think they have never usec it,

Did they ever use Japanese submﬁrlnes to attack our subnerines?
e oncec uvused subnerines th-t weye. Last year abcut June our N=a
found your subn~rine ncer OKINO=DAITO=SHIMA =nd wec scnt cut two
srall subrneriness but it wes not successfule

Did you ever heve any rcperts that ycur submerines hed found and
attacked our subrnierines? |

I received two such reports, one was neer SINGLPORE, anothecr weas
south of TRUKj; the first OCC“Slﬁn occurrced in carly pﬂrt of +hu
WOT o the sccond occasion I éo not renember exactly but a2bout
uprll 1943,

"hat results did ycu heve fron your joint opcrstions with
GERILN subnerines theot ceme to SINGAPORE?
Our Japanesc subnerines never joined up with German subnarinese.

But Gernan subrmerines did operate from SINGLPORE, dldn't they?

I think frcm PENLNG., The Germans were independent, we hed no
cortrunicortione Our Navy helped tc get fuel for the Gernan
subriarines but had no connection with contreol of thelr operaticon,

Do vou know roushly how meny Japrnese subnerines werc in the
CENTR.L PACIFIC at the tirme we attscked MARSHALLS~GILBERTS?

Approxinately 20 Japﬂncse subriarines, one=third on stetion at
any tine &

Tere your forces at that time still wezkenel by that apcr Lion
in the INDIAN OCEAN esgeinst our merchant shipring?
Yesy that 1s corrccts

In the planning for defense of MLRSEALLS=GILEZRTS and your
PLiCIFIC Islands, was it expected your subnarines would coopereate
with your fleet or attack our flect on their own? Did the
subnarine officecrs expect the fle-t to join then?

Our subnerines, themselves only, to atteck your flectj they did
not expect cooperaticn of our flec<t,

In the eecrly surmer of 1944 did the sene condition preveil or
did they expect to coopernte with the fleet? That was before
cur attack on the NMLRILNAS,

I wes not actually in cherge of that operstion but suppose
there wes slight difference in that operatione Our submerines
exreeted qsqlstance cf our fle.t but it wes not satisfactory.

e would llike to talk obout use of subnierines in PLLAU and PHILIP&
PINES first of 211,

‘lhen the PLLAU Operation wes begun in Septcnber of lest yeer,

we sent out four subrmerines to PALAU Lrca.

hot success ¢id these subnerines heve, do ycu know?

le sent out three subnarines to PLLLU and cnc to EALMAYE ML, anc

two of these sent to PALLU did not rcturne At PALLAU our submesrines
sank one cruiser or cdestroyer and one trensport; et LLLMIHELL,

they reported one aircraft cerrier sunk and cné cenaged,
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Q. Lfter these two operetions at PLLAU anc HLLMAHERL, how dic you
dispose your subnarings for PEILIPPINE Operatiocn?
A, Ve disposed approxinately seven subrerines in the sector between
northeast and southeast of LEYTE and three off LLNON Baye

Ne Vos this all the subrarines you had available?
Ls. Thot wes all the subrierines availablee 0Of course wc hnd others
in horie waterse

0. When dic¢ these subnerines ~rrive in the arca off the PHILIPFPINES?
Le Only three subnerines of thern could report here on 25th norning
of Octcber, the others werc still on thelr waye. We got report
which indicrted that your Task Force appeared cff FORIOS.L, SO
we sent out subrierines off FORIMOSL. vour Task Force retired te
east ~nd we got a report the /mericrn Task Forces wes £clng
: eost, so we tried to intercept with submerines; but feiling in
this. subnarines ccntinucd on O LEYTE Lrcae Threc subrnorings
could rench here by the 25th, ond by the next doy 2ll ten of these
subrarines had arrivec.

0., 7las this cdeployment of subrierines coff the PHILIPPINES pert of the
SHO=GO Plan?

Lo Yes, thet 1s right. It wes planncd tco acvance and wes pert of

the SHC Operation cn orcers fron Corbined Flcet.,

0. Lbout the 17th or 18th of October, s our fle.t vns rnoving toward
LEYTE, did ycu heve subrmerines in the neighboerheod of PLLLU%

Lo NO

44 @ L

Qe During the LEYTE Operations then, in late Cctober, ten subnerines
' were 211 ycu hed theres Did nore £0 in lster: |
..« That ten subnerincs weos full strensth of our subn~rincsj sone
of then were deneaged so our strength there decrcosed.

0. How nmeny were lost$
L. T renenber that five subricrines were loste

Ds You se2id thet one subrierine attecked aircroft corrier here of f
P.L./Uswas that the RO=417%
Ae Thet is right, 1T wes & smell subrierinee

0. What instructions were civen the subriarines sent to LEYTE?
... There was no speciel nission but they planned tc atteck your fleet
becruse we were expecting the LEYTE Coeraticne.

=

Q. Did your submarines therc hrve knowledse of the plen ol Tthe
Jepenese Fleet; dicd they know, for exerple, KURIT. Wes plenning
to enter the Gulf thet dey?

A. They knew th-t, these subnarines knew thot very well beccouse
the plan of operstion waos mede by the Conbined Flect,

0. Lind each subnerinc cormander had o copy of the plan?
A. I think that eech conander did not heve o copy but had bcen
instructed by the radioc.

0. Whet successes dicd they have off LEYTE

Le I got report thet two carriers and onc bettleship anc onc big
troneport end five cr six snall tronsport ships were sunk, but
I a1 not sure of the prccise counts

Q,In fenersl wes it your policy to belicve reports from the

gubnﬁrine corianders? How Adid you assess the reports?
Le Tle believed the report froen the subriarine conmander.
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I believed conpletely the report from the submerine cornmancer
beeruse I did not know how nany percent to decrease the report;
and I gave quite a severe order tc the subnarine corrmander to
rake an exact report and to report the exact dematge to the
Lirericen Fleet. I considered the subnerine ceptains to be honest,
and we gathered subnarine reports end sent then to headquerters,
and headquarters Judged the report,

0., After the LEYTE Operation whet use was nade of the submerines?
L. None of ny subnarines were in the PHILIPFPINES inlanc waters,
Several nidget subriarines were stationed at CEBU, but these
subriarines were not under ny control.

Qe "Tho had the contrecl of these subnerines?
Ae It was under the cormand of the Southesst Arez Flect, Adnirel
: MIKA A

0., In general were the snall midget subnerines essigrned to Areen

Flcct corianders es in this cese, wes thet the usual practice?
A, That is correct, Tils spcecial subnerine is not in the category
of subnarine, =nd was not under ny controle These spccilal
subrierines were divided in severel groups such as those under
Adnirel MIKAWA. The one=-rnien torpedc-subnarine was however,
under ny control,.

0, "Tho controlled the subnerines which attacked our ships in ULITEI?
A. I sent out eifht one=rien tcrpedo-subrmerines to ULITEI to attack
your flects; they were trensported by twe regrulsr subnarines,

0e In your opinion wes thet one-men terpedo an effective weapon?
Ae I think it is a very gfood wezplins

0. In gcneral now, consicdering the operestions throughout the wrr,
whet usually linited the length cof time e subnerine could stay
out on patrecl? Wes it fuel or shortesge of torpedoes?

A, That 1limit is due to thec fuel and cll and water and heslth of
the crew,

0e These problems forced then to return before they had the oppor-
tunity to use up thelr torpcdoes?

Ae. They were very rerely forced to return becsuse of shortege of

torpedoes,

Ne Agcin considering the wrr &s a whole, whet perticuler problens
did you heve in operating submerines, whot problens were nost
serious?

A, First is vour =ttecking force wes increasing atteck on our
subrnerines, cemege wes increasing, construction of submarines
could not kxcep upe These were the main difficultics, Seconcly,
the skillful well=trained crews were lost and theé new treclned
crews werc not srtisfretory for opcresticn, but cur submsrines
crew never get tired of submerine operetione There was no
trouble with norsle, ond the numbcrs of Jeapanese Nevy sallors
who wanted to be submerine crewnan was incrcesinge They
voluntecred.,

De Did you frequently heve subnarines return with dem=¢e¢ frcon our
attacks?
A Very frequently.

Qe WWhy cidn't you build nore subnerines? Did you build as nany
ns possible?

A, Our Nevy wrs oblifed to bulld bottleships, aircreft cerricrs;
so the lirited natcrizl wos divided 2nd we cculd net build nany
subrnarincs,
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0. Which type of ship wes considered nore lmportant?

I cennot 1list the order of inportance of construction but our
headquarters allocated the linmited netcriel for the verilous
kind of shipse.

vlerc subnarine operctions ever hindered by shortage of fucl®
“le slweys had plenty of fuelj so for as subnarines are concerneds
plenty of fucl.

, That particular neterisl shorteges were nost ceriticnl?

StGC‘lo

That is your opinion of Americen nethods of attacking your sube
riarines?
It wes quite skillful,

Did you hove good infornatlon on cur metheds fron subnarincs
which had been attacked ond which escsped =nd rcturned?

Our submerines which were sttocked by your force,mony of thern
did not ret back sc we “id not get ruch repcrt, 1 Ald get
cencral opinions and beliefs about the nethol of attack,

Which type of a2ttack Aid they ferr nost, alrcraft or destroyecrs
anc escort ships?
Of coursc, from the alrcreaft,

wny?

Your aircreft with r-dar attacked at night when the subnerine

is floatinge (NOTE: This stotement is of Interest, in that so
for as is known only threc subnerines were sunk by our night

air attack during the entire war, of which two werc Gernan anc
one Jepanesc, and all of which werc sunk in the ATLANTIC OCE.N.)

Did you feel thot our ships had effcetive sounc gesr for listen=
incs to your submerines and fellowing then and attacking?

I pot quite a few reports thst our submerine wes attocked by
your destroyer or other ship which hed dcvice for listening

to scund of encilne,

Did you heve any knowledre of our rmethod of hunting » subnarine
by coordinction between cur ships and plnnes?

I think that cocrdinstion betwecen destroyer snd aircr=ft wes
very skillfuls we feered 1t very nuch,

In general did yvou feel that when our destroyers and ships

dctceted the submerine they were persistent in atteck, or did you
fezl thet they were casily disccuraged =nd soon gove up. the purauit?
I heard very often thet vour ships were persistcnt oround Japonese
subnarincs,

Did the Japancse get any informaticn of velue fron the Gernans,
any useful infornetion which cene fron GERIMANY?

e pot neny cood inforneotion concerning nethods of using devices
acainst racder.

het is your own professional cpinion cf ineric~n subrierines

and tacties? Do you feel they operoted will? In what particulers
were they weskest?

inericen subnarincs crcw were very well treined, skillful, =and
br=ve, It was unexpected, we did nct expect such skillfulness,
This is not a conplinent but the truth, One instance 1is our
Jopanese cerricr going hone fron the south aree of the P..CIFIC,
that cerrier wes attacked in the night, winc speed =t 20 meters,

just a single subnarine and the same cne attacked twice arain
the next norning,
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Qe ¥'hich crrrier, cdc you know the nene?

he I don't remember, but the attack wes about October of last year,
before the LEYTE Battleyoff TOKYO EaYe. snother exanple is the
sinking of the KONGO, As Cornencder of the Sixth Flecet, I
discussed this opersation by the Americen subnarine with ny
cfficcrs, seying it should be an exmample tc our own forces of
o brove skillful copceretione I had no knowledpge cof the wenke
nesscs of your subnerines,

Qe DO you feel thrt the success of ocur submarines was due principelly
to superior skill, cr to better devices and technicel study?
Jn.t & BO th &

Qe YOu sald you did not expeet this to be the case at the stert

cf the wrr, I woncer why?
) fia I cxpected thet your submerine crews would be all on the seorie
level with Japanese crews and likewise the devices of subnerines;
but they were superior to the Jzpancse.

Qe Do ycou feel that the cperations cof our submarines hed any
ceclsive influence on the winning of the war, dc ycu feel thet
scrie cther ship was nore inmportant?

fie I think that 1is a very inportsnt r-eson, but perhaps not the

rnost inportant reason,

O
o

“net other perticulesrly importsnt rcescns such =s that one co
you fcel influenced the course of the wer?
Ae I think the ncst important reeson is your sircreft strensth,

Qe "hrt perticuler type of aircraft or inplenentation of sireraft
was rost inpcrtsnt?

. fie 1 am not expert with sircroft but of course the B=29's dic great
carnage in the last fcew nmonths, Our wer wes lcost with the loss
of SLIPANe I fcel it was 2 deeisive battlee The loss of SLIPAN
neent you coulc cut off our shipring and atteck our honelsnd,
and our subnerine cpernticns werc conpletely shut cut,

Be AT the beginning of the war ¢id ycu expect a2 lons wer or short
wer?

£e I thought, this is ny personel opinion, that wer against
arierices wes very dengerous, we hacd very few chances to cct
oway with it, Jeopenese militery forces hrve many wesk pclints,
but linericen force hes no weesk point, During the pericd when
1 was a2 student at the Nevy Staff Collere I hod the cpinion
which indic~ted thet we should nct have the wer apeinst Anerice,

-

Qe Was thet ycur oplnion, or werc you told thet a2t the Stoff Collere?
Lie Thoet was ny personel opinicn from the tine when I wes a ycungsters
the Jepanese have many wesk points, Americens none, wor against

Arnerica is not good,

e "as the Arny nore ceger for war with Arierica, dld it hove nmcre
optinmistic view then the Nevy, cdo you feel thet the LArny weoes
willine to fight Anerica?

Lie e Tust not szy such e thing, but yocu should undecrstand thot I
know one Nevy officcr whe had such an opinion,

Ne Is 1t truc thet the lrny peoplc thoursht the rcst of the world

wos just like CEINAL®
lie I con »~gree with your opinion.,
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ogetion (Vice Adnirel MIVIL, shipeycosh)

TRANSCRIFT of Interr

0., We understood that towerd the end of the war, the Arny was

vuilding subnerines tTO operate jtselfs Thet seens somewhst
peculiers Do yoUu know what the rcascns were?

Ay W:en the LITY plenned thet building vp his owWn subnerine, the
Nevy sice opposec that plen, but the irny answered they were
plenning on puilding up special subrarine for supplying these
jslands and aArny fidn't want to use Nevy subnzrine for such
supplying beceusc Nevy submerine hes more inportent rissicn
to ficht with fleet, and the Navy agreed with thet plane The
Navy explained to the Arny thet bulilding of subneorine Very
difficult, anc they wantcd to show how to bullc therns but
rnilitery cid not want to be assisteld by Nevy, so military

+theriselves built the subnerincse

Ne Did they work?
i. I do not know about military subnarine,

of no UsSce

put I trink they Wére

Qe Ven the Nevy subnarines were supplying Lrny troops, were these
operaticns controlled by the Lrny OT the Nevy ot that tine?

e 1L Wee unceciced

Qe Tho ordered thern to do sc, and teclc thcn where to o end whrt

supplies tC corry’?

;s Crneccrning the operations of supply submarincs, the orders

jgsucd fron Navy goutheast Arca Comands for the nateriel to
pe losced on board the subnerine, thet crder cone fron

Inperial HeadqueTiersi
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