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Explanation of the Fluctuations of Index Number of Costof Living
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Index Numbers of Cost of Living in Leading Cities
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17 May 1945, the fluctiations of index numbers of cost of Bving of leading cities were
still not identical. If we compake the general indices of this month with those of last month, ‘we
discover fhat the general index of Sian, whick advances 70Y, is the highest, and that of Nei-
kiang whick increases about 327, is the next. As to the general indices of Kuweiyang and Warn-
hsien, they move forward only 6% and 7% respectively. And the advancement of any one of
the Othér cities is within the limit of 10% to 23%. On the average, the promationt is 19% and
eten more. ]

' _If me, again, compare the-indices-in this-month with those ifi Mdy, 1942, we’ kriow that the
general index of Kiweiyang with an increase of 9407 ranks first, and tharof Kunming with an
increase of 6407 wext. But the index of Sian-intreases about 4407 and that of Chungking in-
dustéial workers some 32%. In ather cities, the indices soar up about 2007 -

Among the indices, if November, 1942, is taken as the base period, the index of Kweivang,
which stirs up 8800% and more, is the highest, and that of Kunming, which advances 4760°
and more, is the next. But the advancement of any one of the other citics is within the limit of
: o2 —Azcarding To the magnitude of percentage increased of the index of each city,
the cities-may be arranged in that manner ——Wanhsien, Neikiang, Loskan, Chengti, Tzegoon
and Chungking. And the last one is Lanichow which has only an increase of some 15007 The
average addition is not more than 3200%. '

I} Novémber 1942 i taken as the base period; the general indices of May, 1944, and of May,
1945, are indicated as in the above taile. .

Regarding the index numbers of different expenditures when wetcompare the iﬁdiced of this
monthlwith those of the last month we find that, on the average, the indev of rent, whick is
stable advances only 5% and the indices of other expenditures which also fluctuat not violently,
only enlarge 19.6%. In case that Novembar, 1942, is taken as the base period we racognize that
‘the index of rent goes up about 53007 but that of fuel and light about 39007 And the index
of clothkingincreases3600%—and thot of food 3200%, but that of f “miscellaneous _ expenditures.
only 25007 The average advancement is 3200%.

‘With respect to the tendencies of advancements in different years of index numbers of
cost of living of leading cities ond the monthly fluctuctions of the index numbers since July
1944, we can rvefer them in the above table namely Index Numbers of Cast of Liv’iﬂs%l-zuding
Cities.




