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they will be dealt with leniently in accordance with the

- policy hitherto followed.’

China’s Reply.

them recognition. It is therefore unnecessary to enlarge

on this subject.

“2.—That Japan should bear full responsibility for
the attack on Jehol has already been stated. The fact

“1.—Since September 18 of 1931 Japan has effected
the military occupation of the Three Eastern Provinces
and has established there a puppet regime. Japan is now
again concentrating large forces and attacking Jehol,
which, like the Three Eastern Provinces, is an integral part
of China’s territory. The Chinese Government, in
despatching troops to Jehol for defense against external
military aggression, is exersising its inherent sovereign
- right.  That the Japanese government should demand the
withdrawal of Chinese forces from Jehol is manifestly to
extend the sphere of such aggression and to further violate
the territorial sovereignty of China. The Japanese
government should therefore be absolutely responsible for
the invasion of Jehol. As for the puppet rcgime in the
Three Eastern Provinces, it is a Japanese creation pure
and simple, a fact which it known to the whole world.
For all its illegal activities Japan should all the more bear
the entire responsibility. Against the puppet regime in
the Three Eastern Provinces and the socalled Japan-Man-
chukuo Protocol the Chinese Government has repeatedly
lodged strong protests with the Japanese Governmet,
declaring that the Chinese Government could never give

—

3 ——

that Japan is not only bent upon attacking and seizing
Jehol, but also declares that her military operations may
be extended to North China, is sufficient to prove that
her long-cherished policy of aggression remains unchanged.
Chinese troops, in resisting Japanese troops and other
forces under Japanese direction or command in Jehol, or
in taking necesessary defensive measures in any other
part of Chinese territory, will be acting within their rights
I[f Japanese military operations should spread to North
China, the Chinese troops will naturally exercise their
right of self-defence in the protection of Chinese territory.
The full responsibility for any situation which may be
thus brought about should be borne by Japan.

“3—General Tang Yu-lin, chairman of Jehol
Province, is a high provincial military authority of the
Chinese Government, being in command of the military
forces in Jehol, he has the duty to defend that province.
The allegations made by the Japanese Government
concerning the chairman of Jehol province must be
regarded as a deliberate affront. T'he Chinese Govern-

ment hereby lodges its protest.”
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The long-heralded Japanese invasion of j(:.hol"has‘

now been fully translated into reality since Japan failed

to maintain her stand at Geneva when the draft report

of the Committee of 19 was unanimously adopted by the
League Assembly., It was almost a certainty that,
according to our past experience, each time the League
expressed a little forwardness, Japan immediately tried
to aggravate the situation by extending her military
operations with a view to ‘bringing the League into line
with her unreasonable demands and coercing in submis-
sion the National Government of China, Such a policy
on the part of Japan had so far proved to be a success as
may be witnessed by the fact that, ever since the begin-
ning of the present Sino-Japanese dispute over Man-
churia, the League had more that once been forced to
adopt a compromising attitude towards Japan as a result
of the latter's threats of force or withdrawal from the
League. Now, as the report of the League has already
been published, under which circumstance the eventual
withdrawal of Japan from the League constitutes a threat
no ldnger, the only alternative left for Japan naturally
falls within the scope of resorting to force again. At
former times China could appeal over again to the League
requesting that drastic measures be adopted to check the
Japanese advance, but now diplomatic means being
exhausted, what can she do in order to preserve her
existence? To have scored a victory at Geneva by way
of diplomatic means and to have defeated the Japanese
representative in the Hall of the League through the
efforts of our delegates count very little with the recovery
of our lost territory, although world-wide support in
moral sense may have thus been obtained. China must,
and has to, resist in self-defence the Japanese aggression,
even if the League could be pursuaded to apply Article
XVI of the Covenant for the cause of world peace.

'Strategic and Political lmportance of Jehol

Jehol, as will be seen in the map of the Republic
of China, is situated to the immediate north ¢f Hcpei
~ Province, with the Great Wall running eastwesternly
between them roughly as their border respectively, To
the north of it, there lies the vast area of Outer Mongolia;

to the west, the Charhar Province; and to the east, the -

Liaoning Province, which, up to the present, is still
remaining under the Japanese military occupation. With
the Three Northeastern Provinces, namely, Liaoning,
Kirin and Heilungkiang, already under her forced
occupation in the past 17 months, and by way of illegal
procedure she has set up, and fainally extended fcrmal
recognition to, puppet government there, Japan has long
been trying to seize Jehol preparatory to her invasion
of the inside of the Great Wall. Time and again Japan
had sent her troops together with the recruits of bandits
to, its bordes with a view to forcing an entry of that
region; but it was only recently that she had decidedly
started a general drive against the Chinese there.

But why is it that Japan is ever desiring to seize
Jehol? It is alleged by the Japanese Government that
Jehol is part and parcel of the integral territcry of the
so-called Manchukuo. and, therefcre, it is within the
jurisdiction of the ‘Manchukuo’ authorities to suppress
the insubordinates there, the evidence given being that at
the advent of the said puppet government that province
is claimed in its declaration to be included in the ‘new
state’, And for the participation of the Japanese troops
in the campaign, the pretext advanced is that under the
stipulations of the ‘Manchukuc- Japanese Protocal’ Japan
is bound to give any help which the puppet government

needed for the mainterance of ‘reace and order’. But
apart frcm the fact that the puppet government has been

- generally condemned by the world as of illeg: 1 birth and

can hardly get any State, except Japan the creator, to
recognize it, Jehol, much the same as Liaoning, Kirin
and Heilungkiang, is ethnically, historically, geographi-
cally and politically, a part of the territory cf China.
Japan wants to attack and take occupation cf Jehol beth
as a demonstration of her defiance against the League
Report and as a means to consolidate tbe foundation of
the puppet government despite world-wide denunciation.
Further, if Japan had occupied that province, she could
at any time come down to North China in a much easier
way than an advance from Shanhaikwan westward with
Jehol remaining in the hands of the Chinese and there-
fore constituting a menace to her rear. On the contrary,
if China failed to repulse the Japanese invasicn, she
would find it more difficult nct only in the restoration of
her lost territory, but also in the maintenance of peace and
order of North China. Japan wants to occupy Jehol,
while China is determined to resist the Japanese aggres-
sion to the best of her ability and to the Jast man. That
is the critical point to-day!

Japan’s Absuid Demands

While severe fighting is being waged in Jehol and
pending the fianal decision of the day’s let us repreduce
here the absurd demands of Japan and the reply of China
as a conclusion: =~

Japan’s Memorandum:

“l.—The presence of troops under Chang Hsueh-
liang and other anti-Manchukuo forces is incompatible not
only with the sovereignty of Manchukuo but also with the
restoration ¢f peace and order in Jehol. The Manchukuo
army is nOw putting into executicn a pian to exterminate
bandits and remnants of soldier-bandits in the province of
Jehol and the Japanese army is obligated to give assistance
to it under the terms of the protccal concluded Letween
Japan and Manchukuo. The Manchukuo goverment has
repeatedly demanded that Marshal Chang Hsueh-liang

- withdraw his troops to regions inside the Great Wall, but

these demands were unheeded. Shculd this campaign in
Jehol lead to armed conflict between the Japanese army,
acting in co-operaticn with the Manchukuo army, and
Chang.- Hsueh-liang’s trccps and cther anti-Manchukuo
forces it will be entirely due to the presence ¢f Chang
Hsueh liang's trcops in Jehol and the responsility shall
therefore rest with China, who has rejected the demands
of Manchukuo. ¢

“2,—The activities of the Japanese trocps in Jehol
whose aim 1is the pacification of Jehol province, as stated
above, and who are coopeating with the Manchukuo {crces,
have no other objective than to insure order and tranquility
in that province. In principle they will remain within the
territory cf Manchukuc. But if Chang Hsueh-liang’s
troops and other anti-manchukuo forces persist in taking
positive action, it will be difficult to guarantee that fighting
will not spread to North China. If any situation shculd
arise as a result thereof, the resposibility shall rest entirely
with China.

“3,—Manchukuo has always accorded genercus
treatment to anti-Manchukuo forces who surrender the-
mselves, Should Tang Yu-lin and his troops, as well as
the other anti- Manchukuo fcrces surrender to Manchukuo,

(Continued on mnext page)
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Killt Kill! Kill! Forward we march on to the enemy line.
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Volunteer leaders dirccting operations in the front,
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A distant view of cavalry movement.
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