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PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD
1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS
s 0O Wos Bolleon
Z ia m es O n . 0 robably Bolleoen
22 May 19956 o0 mil NW of Monroe, La Probably Ball
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION B Possibly Ballosn
Local O Ground-Visual 0 Ground-Radar g g::b:;{:r:i!t:rnﬂ
GMT___EBLQ.Q_.L&Z_ HKAirVisuadl O Air<Intercept Radar O Possibly Aircroft
5. PHOTOS 6. SOURCE D Was Astronomical
O Yes O Probobly Astronomicol fz/;t |
X® No AF pilot & observer O Possibly Astronomical €7 it
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE O | Other_ =ttt
= AN wS O Insufficient Dote for Eveluation
—) Unknown
s e S __one ! NE : h
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING (Following fm phone [11. COMMENTS

call to obsrvr rather than fm TT msg
which was in error.) One cross-shaped
obj larger than C-47 a/c, brilliantly
| lighted, Pilot after seeing obj tried
to intercept it w/negative results

but did pass within 200 yds of it.

After this, the obj eat maneuvered the
T-33. Pilot also stated that light
was blinding, and that the object

was the size of his palm at arms
length,

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)

Conversation w/pilot revealed

he had flown aprrox 100 missions
in Korea & 1is exnerienced 1n
interceptions, He stated that he
had experienced many types of
unknown objs but that this type
obj was a new phenomena, Previousgly
he had been able to later identify
his sightings., Investigation of
this sighting assigned to Flt

2-D at 23/1500Z fay 56, Results

to be recorded on this card upon
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Incle # 1. Source's sketch movement of object.

Fte e
L

Pte 5o
Pt O
e 75
s O
Pte TG
rt.10,
Pt.ll,
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Path of A/C-
Path of object,

Rporox. location of Shreveport, lLa.

A/C at 18,000 feet, 050 degrees, first noticed bright object at |

1 o'clock,
A/C at 13,000 feet, 050 degrees,

Position of object at beginning of its path.

A/C above object.

A/C level with object.

A/C below object.

End of object's path,

Approx., location of Greenville AFB, Miss,
Approx. location of Vicksburgh, Miss.
Approx. location of Menroe, La,
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Incl #2. Top view of object, looking down. (Source!s sketech)

Pt. 1. ZExtension on both sides of object not over six feet from

-

" bulk of object.
Pt. 2. IZear of object.
Pt. 3. MNo visible structure from fhe rear of object.
_ Pt. 4, One steady red running light, of normal A/C intensity.

[ Pt. 5. lMores than one white light 2 to 3 feet from btulk of object.
e Pt. 6. Front of odject.
j Pt. 7. Bright lizht, white-solid of very high intensity.
| Pt. 8. 3Bulk of object egg shaped.

Pt. 9. More than one white lizht 2 to 3 feet from bulk of object.
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Tooi # 2. Bo“tom view of object looking up. (Source's sketch)

L]

Sketch # 'i
Pte. 1.:i1ldghts on 5ides appeared to be reflected lizht from top.

Pt. 2.. Front of objecte.

Pte. 3. Lights on sides appeared to be reflected lizht from top., .
Pt- }"'n Ribﬂ- £ ad
I Pt. 5« Rear of object,

Pt. 6, Bulk of object was egz shaped,

-, T i B e e =
a

Sketch # 2, Obligque view of object from below.
'= Pt., 1. Bottom view of object, looking up.
*  Pt. 2. Top of ribs extend 2 to 4 feet from underside.
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I. 3°UECZ: Curtis Carley
address: 3Box 01, Greenvillas AFB, lMiss,

;\gﬂ . 26

Oeccupation: Officer, USAT; Accident Investigation Officer,
Tlying Safety; Pilot

Zducation: Two years College, 3Business Administration; Squadron
Officers' school; Pilot training; Hellocopter school.

Cualifications: SOURCE has been on active duty for five years
and on flying status for five years, SOURCE
served in Xorea June 1952 - Oct 1953, and has
a total of 100 combat missions in 7.84 air-
craft and 20 combat missions in F-86 aircraft.

il, ~ZLIASILITY: GSOJURCE appearasd to be intelligent and was very cooperative,
“e answered all questions as complately as possible with no attempt to procras-—
tinate, Z>DURCE indicated his observation of object was not as complete as that
of 30URCZ, Part One; therefors the subsequent lack of detail. In consideration

ll'hi'-d. -

of 30TECZ's military background and combat experience information may be considered
r=liadle,

1IZ. OSCURCE's DISCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE stated that on 22 May at approx-
imatelr 2305 CST while flying as pilot in the rear seat of a T-33 aircraft he noted

a orizht light on the horizon moving in a westerly direction., SOURC: was flying

on a heading of 0559 at 19,000 feet and an indicated speed of 240 knots, Object

was observed for approximately 15 minutes. Many stars were visible during ths

sizhting and the moon appeared to be full. Object was brighter than the backzround

of the sk and resemblad automotile headlizhts one-half block away. Object appeared

to stand still twice during the sizhting and would also suddenly speed up and rush

away. OUbject did not break up into parts or explede. It did not give off smoke

or exhaust trails, Object did not change brizhtness or snape, and did not flicker,
pulsate or throb. Object did not move in front of or behind anything. Object was
ooserved with the naked eye throuzh the aircraft canopy. No sourd was noted from

tre ooject. SOURCE Qescribed object 49 Having an extremely white intense lizht

which seemed to come from an area that might have the cockpit of the object., The

1lizht was of such intensity as to zive the appearance of being a solid zlare,

Jcject was sharply outlined and only one such object was noted in the sky. SOURCS
estimated real size of object was 100 to 150 feet in its longest dimension. When

Tirst noted object appeared larzer than the head of a pin held at arm's length and

from asproximately 200 yards it appeared the size of a half dollar at arm's lenzth.

-oject was still visitle when a dscision was made to leave the area, lio attampt

was mace to contact the otject ar any air hase by radio during sizhting., It was |
not possible to make radar eontact since the aircraft was not equipped for that
vpe of operation, SOURCE stated that Af he were to construct the object of known
materials 1t would be made of a metallic substance and of circular shape. Object
#ould %e constructed with a greennouse shaped dome on top and withia very largs
vindow in the front of ths dome. Lizhts reflecting underneath the object gave it
the arpearance of havinz wings, SOURCE was flyins over open country during time

wf g ol

of sizhtinz and was locking in a direction 090 to 120° when he first saw object.
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(Cont'd)
Fe was looking towards approximately 300° when he last saw the object. Odject on

first sizhting appeared to be 0752 from true north and a little above the horizon,

SOURCE could not indicate the angular directions of the object when he last saw
it. At time of sizhting there was a lizht wind from 210° at 19,000 feet, the
temperature was warm, and thers were hiszh, thin, scattered clouds. This was the
first time SOURCE }*ad notsd this type of nnjact and in his opinion it was some
tvpe of unorthodox aircraft. Object was probably moving faster than 300 knots.
Closast approach to object was approximately 200 yards, 30URCE was particularly
impressed by the apparent maneuverability of object., SOURCE unadble to make a
sketech or provide more extensive estimates of the size of object.
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SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTICATIVS EFFORTS:

in ths

| 1. A check was made with the following Air Force Zases for aircraft
air at the time of sighting, and reports of unusual occurences with nagati*ru

results:

a, Earksdale A¥3, Louisiana

| Y. Greenville AFB, Miss. _
| c. lLittle Rock National Guard AF3, Little Rock, Ark.

d. Zngland AF3, Louisiana
e. Texarkana A¥B, Ark.

2., A check was made with the following Civil Airports for aircraft in the
air at time of sizhting and for reports of unusual occurences with negative resulta:

q-'-_—

2. Greater Shreveport Municipaz Airport, Louisiana

b. Adams Field, Little Rock, Ark.
c. City of Monroe Municipal Field, Monroe, Iouisiana

d. Tuxarkana Civil Air Fileld, Texarkana, Ark.

3. Contact was made with the following AC&W Squadrons for aireraft in the
2ir at time of sizhting and for reports of unusual occurences with negative results:

B i [ T e ——

a., 703rd AC&V Squadron, Texariana, Ark,

b, 653rd AC&V Squadrsn, Enzland AF3, Louisiana

c. 745th AC&V Squadron, Duncanville AF Station, Duncanville, Tex.
d. 747th ACZWN Squadron, Ellingston AFB, Houston, Tex.

&. 741st AC3W¥ Squadron, lLackland AFB, San Antonio, Tex.

f. 683rd ACE&N 3Squadron, Sweetwater AF Station, Sweetwater, Tax,
Ze ?E"éth ACEA ﬁﬂﬂd.rnﬂ. Tinker A.I."-'B. Dklﬂ'lm City' Okla.

L, The following Flight Service centers wers contacted for aircraft in the
2ir at time sizhting and for reports of unusual occurences with negative results:

— = T e e — . h—-—ji.—hh.—--—\.-

1, Maxwell Flizht Service Centar, Montzomery, Ala.
b, Carswell Flight Service Center, Fort Worth, Tex.

5. The following weather ohservatoriss wers contacted for relaase of weather
calloons or for data that misht have a bearing on the sizhting with the indicated

results:

a, The US Weather Observatorv, Shreveport, la., was contacted and in-

dicated that on 22 May at 2100 C3T one 520 sram radilosonde balloon carrying a

whailte 1i-nt suspended 80-100 feet nelow the halloon was relsased, Irdications
are thal it was possibla for the balloon to 02 over the !Monroe, Louisiana area

atl agpproximatelvy 2200 C3T.

D. Taxas A2 University Observatory, Bryan, Texas, was contacted with
negative rasults,

c. US Weather Qbservatory, Monroe, lLouisiana, was contacted with negative

resuits,

d. -US Obsaervatory, Eouston, Texas, negative results.
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| 8., US Weather Obtservatory, Beaumont, Taxas, negative results ?
£

2

[ ——

f» US Weather Observatory, Waco, Texas reported that on May at 2100
CST one 100 zram weather balloon with a white lizht suspended 3 - 4 feset below
the btalloon was rel=ased, Indications are this balloon would not have reached

the Monroe, Louisiana area during the period of sighting.

. i,
= ..‘ k '.h-.:ll-r ¥

s, Weather Service, England AF3, Louisiana, reported that on 22 May
at 2000 CST one 100 Cram weather balloon with a white lizht suspended 5 ~ 8 feet
below the balloon was released. Indications are that the balloon was located

south of Monroe, Louisiana at approximately 2145 CST.

Lo

h.

1. Weather Service, Carswell AZ3, Tort Worth, Texas, nezative results.
B j. US Weather Observatory, lLake Charles, ILoulsiana, negative results,

k., US Weather Observatory, Austin, Texas, negative results,

1. US Weather .Obsawa tory, San Antonio, Texas, nezative results.

M.

Weather Service at Tinker AFB, Okla, indicated a iemperaturu inver-

US Weather Observatory, Dallas, Texas, negative results,

3ion existed in the area of sighting with the following characteristics: BREase

of inversisn at the surface with 639F and top of the inversion at 2500 feet Mean
| Sea Leval with 779F. It was also indicated that the surface dew point was 85°F,
A full moon was visible during the period of sighting. The following wind cone

| ditions existed in the area during time of sighting:

4,000 feet 200° 20 knots
5,000 feet 230° 25 knots
10,000 feeat 2209 30 knots -
15,000 feat 250° 10 knots
| 20,000 feet 260° 5 knots
' 30,000 feat 280° 25 knots
3 50,000 feet 280° 55 knots

cloud coveraze and no thunder storms in the sizhting area.

Reports indicate no

| 6. TFollowing GOC Filter Centers were contacted for reports of unusual sizht-
ings or occurences with negative results:

a., JShreavaport, Louisiana
b, Little Rock, Ark.
c., Jackson, lMiss,

7. The astronomical observatory, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge,
was contacted for reports of occurence of any unusual astronomical

Lounisiana,
' Dhenom=na or movement of solar bodies with nezative results.
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COMMENTS OF PREPARING OFFICER:

1, In the opinion of the preparing officer the sighting as obssrved by
SOURCES zenerally conforms to the characteristics of an optical phencmena hye
pothesis, A temperature inversion reported in the a®sa of the sizhting may have
teen a2 contributing factor to the occurence of this sighting.

2, Supplementary investigative efforts and the descriptions of 3ighting
provided by SOURCES zenerally eliminates the possibility that this Blg“tinb Was
caused by a balloon, aatrnnmical phenomena, or any known type of aircraft,

| Officer in Charze

{ COMMENTS of Approving Officer:

1, This headquarters does not concur with the opinion of the Prevaring Officer
that this sizhting was caused by an optical phenomenon. Inasmuch as the object ap-
pearsed to become larger as the SOURCES approached it and then appeared to become
smaller in size as the SCURCES withdrew from it, the existance of a solid object

| rather than a2 type of ortical phenomenon is indicated.

L, S
1‘\ 2. It is the opinion of this headquarters that this sighting was caused by the

radiosonde balloon lawmched from the U.S, Weather Cbservatory at Shrevepvort, La,, at
22/2100CST May 1956, (See para 5a, page 9). The following data is given in support

| of the above hypothesiss

| -a, J1hre :Lunatigatiﬂ unit placed a 500 gram radicsonde balloon in the area
of the sighting at .the time of the sighting.

b. During the passage of a Jjet aireraft near a balloon, the air currents
zenerated by the passing aircraft coupled with the Jet exhaust would create the im-
rression of deceptiva and erratic movements on the part of the balloon. Striking at
a floating child's balloon with an open hand would similate this action,

= el e — s T TR g
&

¢, AS the aircraft passed beneath the object a bright light flashed in the
observers' eyes. Note that the light on the radioscnde balloon is mounted on the end
of the suspension train, beneath the balloon. (See attached diagrams). Even a smz
1icoht would appear particularly bright after one's eyes had become adjusted to the

darkness of night f1igzht.

‘ d. The oseillation of the suspension train due to winds would cause the
light cn the end of the suspension train to aprear in any position in relation to

the balloon, other than above it.

e, At the time of the sighting there was a three-quarter moon in the
southern 3ky which would have illuminated the white balloon, creating the dome effec

oy

rmning light as seen through the rsd parachute attachad to the susvension train,
(See attached diagrars).

. The red lizht which was noted bv one SCURCE could have been the white
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COMMENTS of Approving Officer (cont'd)

! g C(ne SOURCE estimated the object to be 10° above the horizem at
initial contact and 25° above horizon at last contact s indicating that the object

was slowly ascernding,

..1 .-fh_,_.rlﬁuljll-":".l‘.}' ":. ""':' "'.

-l-r'q:';l

1275 THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S, C.—
21 AND 22, AS AMENCED. ITS TRANSMISSICN OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NCT 8E REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT B8Y PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

iy TFLED

(CLASSIFICATION) 18—582570-1 V. B, SOVIRRMERT PRINTING OFFICE

6

~




UNMCIASSZFIED

r

a - -

SR

| _ S
il i (50 )
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT i
FHON  Apeney) REFORT NO, Z‘JJ-UFOB-Z-jé
Flt 2-D, 46024 AISS b1 WL R N RN T

i

GRAM RADIOSONDE WHATHER 3AILCON

DESCRIPTION OF 500

! The following is a description of a 500 gram Radiosonde we=ther balloon re=
leased at Shreveport, La., at 2100 C5T on date of sighting:

Siza of balloon at 19,000 fte--approximatesly 14 £t hizh and 12 £t diametar.
Thess figurss are only estimates, since noone knows exactly how much ex-
pansion has taken place at the given altitude, Size of balloon when re-

leased is 6 ft hizh and 5 ft diameter.

Ae

b. Color of balloon---white
¢c. Color of attached parachutée——-red

d. Position and size of all lights---—one light only, suspended aporoximataly
60-80 ft below balloon, at end of train. Thers is no compulsory length
for train, so the one on subjlact balloon was not measured, Light con-

sisted of one regular sized flashlizht bulb attached to battery 3 in by
2 in by 1 in, Life of battery normally 2 to four hours, Lizht was white, A

@e. Length of Traine--approximately 60 to 80 ft (was not measured),

1 f. Method of attaching lizhts to tralne--=light tied sescurely to train with
cord,

g. PFower supply for lights———one small battery--see d, above

s emm e

h. Diagram of balloon—-Ref Incl # ./, attached
i. Diagram of power supply---Ref Incl #2, attached

It was pointed out by technicians who relsase weather balloons, that the train
13 not of sufficient weight to remain suspencded directly the balloon in winds of
ralatively high velocity, (not over 5 pounds, including parachuts, transmitter and
1izht). Therefore, the 1lizht mizht be, at times, in any position in relation to

the balloon, other than abeve it,

R L . TR B R S R R TS e—

" Capt., USAF

2 Incls:
OIC, Flt 2-D

| 1. Skatch of 500 gram Radiosonde Balloon
| and train at 19,000 ft
2. Skatch of Battery and light on train
of 500 pram Radiosonde weather ballcon
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PART ONS: Description of Sighting by Earl D, Folwadel, ist Lt., USAF
PART TWO: Deseription.of Sighting by Curtis Carley, 1st Lt., USAF
PRT THREE: Supplementary Investigzative Efforts

PART FOUR: Comments of Preparing Officer

IZ. OSUMMARY: Investigation concernmed a reported sighting on 22 May 1956 be-

tween 2305 and 2315 C35T of an unidentified object described as egg-shaped, resem-
tling a bulky cross, solid, emitting an intense white 1li:ht, capable of hizh speeds
and extremely maneuverable. Supplementary investigative research seems to indi-
cats that the objeet has the characteristics of an optical phenomena,
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I. 3SOURCE: Earl D, Holwadel
Address: Office of Resident Avditor, Greenville AF3, lilss.

Arze: 25

Occupation: Officer, USAF; Auditor, Filot

Zducation: B, S., Business Administration; Graduate, Pilot Tra
1554

Qualifications: SOURCE has been on active duty for approximataly
three years and on flying status for approxi-
mately three years,

II. RELIABILITY: S2URCE appeared to he hizhly intelligent. He was completely
sincere and answered all questions frankly, 3SOURCE indicated that, although sub-
jected to the ridicule that often accompanies reports of this type, he felt it his
duty to report the sizhtinz as completely as possible, SOURCE's estimates of
measurements may be considered fairly reliable as indicated by his estimates of
the relative size of known objects, In view of SOURCE's military background,
information may be considered reliabvle,

III, OSCURCE's DESCRIPTION OF 3IGHTING: SOURCE indicated that on 22 May 19356
at approximately 2305 CST while flving in the front seat of a T33 aircraft 50 Knots
northwest of Monroe, La, (Georef FJNC 5329), his attention was attracted to a
orizht object in the sasterly portion of the sky. OSCUHCZI's course at time of
3izhting was 050° at 1£,000 feet, At 2315 the object was azain noted apparently
due east, and the decision was madas to investizate, since ths possibility of the
o2ject teinz a planet or star appeared doudbtful, SOURCE stated he "peel=zd off"
to the south and moved in trail of object, which at that time appeared to be in
the southeast, (See sketch, Incl 71, path and movement of object). The object

JNCLASSIFIED ~ SEEE
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appeared to be a great distance away from the aircraft, when suddenly it came straisht

at the observer at a rapid rate of speed, SCURCE stated they crossed the rear of
the object, experienced no wash, and moved south of it. Obvject moved away and then
returned at high speed on a westerly course, SOURCE stated they cruised in front
of the otject and noticed odd and extremely orizht lizhting which did not resemvls
iizhting of any known aircraft. Shape of the object could not be clearly deter-
mined and no wash was apparent on object's west side, OSOURCE sald maneuverability
of object was fantastic and at no time did it change its fositional atiitude in
relationship to the aircraft, SOURCE stated that his aircraft passed under the
"nose” of object at a distance of approximately 75 yards and on a heading of 33009,
2t which time an intensely tright white lizht flashed from object lizhtinz up can-
opy of his aireraft, OSCURCE stated object apveared to be squat, bulky and cross-
shaped. It appeared to be shorter than a C47 and wider than a C47. There was no
7i3itle winz span, Longe=st dimension of the bulk of object appeared to be 30 to

+0 feet, (Inel #2, sketch of object). SOURCE saw no clear outline of object other
than the Hulk or dome wnhich was positioned at the center of the cross., It was from
this dome that the briz-t whitle lisht appeared, In addition to the white lizht

> UZCZ noted one red lizht, resemvling an aireraft running lizht on top of the dome,
rowaver, the brizhtest light eminated from the hizh windshisld type observation
zlass in the front of the dome. 3CUSCT obtained a good viaw of undermeath side

2T o2ject from 75 yards distance., It seemed to him that the under surface of object
728 of steel construction, and had a2 rib-like appearance with the ribs extending

2 t> 4 Taet and creatinz a wave-like impression, (Incl #3, sketch of under side

3¢ ohiject). During the 15 minutas duration of sizhting 37URCE noted that there
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were many stars in the sky and a three-guarters full moon. Object appeared brizhter
than backzround of the sky and resemvled the brightness of an automobile headlizht
approximataly one nldck away. Object appeared to stand still at times, speed up
and’ rush away, (twice), did not break into parts, zive off smoke, change briznt- r
nes3 or shape., It did not appear to flicker, throo, or pulsate, Object did not
move benind anythinz or in front of anything during period of sighting, Object k
appeared to he solid and was view with the naked sye through the canopy of the ;
aireraft, Object emitted no perceivavle sound and the edzes appearsd to be fuzzy , f
or blurred. Only one object was noted. At the closest point of observation b,
SOURCE was certain object appeared to be as large as the size of a grapefruit Z
held at arm's length, and at farthermost point of observation resembled the size
of a pinhead at armm's length, Object was still apparent in the sky when a decision
l was made to leave the arsa, SOURCE stated that 1f he could construct the object

from known material it would be of steel construction, tulky cross-shaped, approx-
imately 40 feet lons, 30 feet wide, and 15 feet thick at the center point., SCURCE
urnable to indicate a resemblance of otject to any known configuration or common
object, O50URCE was looking approximately east when he first saw the object and
approximately west when he last saw the object. SOURCE estimated object was 90°
from true north and 10° above horizon when he first saw it, and 225° from true
north and 2592 above horizon when he left the arsa. There were thin, and very
scattaraed clouds during the sighting. The weather was dry and cool. A 20 knot
wind at 250° was indicated. -3SQURCZ stated this was the first time he had seen
this type of object, and could not zive an opinlion as to what it might be, Speed |
. of ooject ranged from hovering to velocities in excess of the 300-400 knots his ;
|  aireraft was flyinz at the time, Closest and farthermost points of observation :
were 75 yards and 60 miles approximately. OSOURCE was quite disturbed by the occur=-
ence and did not attempt radio comtact with any 3ir base or with the object durins
the period of sizhting. SOURCE was extremely impressed by the maneuverability of

the object.
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3 Incls: { ;

| 1. SOURCZI's sketeh of path and movement of objget
| 2., 32UACS'Ss sketch of object / | #
| 3. ,50URCTZFfs sketch of under side of object
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