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M'3ia: THEMS

/I 'CUUvSR: The idea of thanksgiving la probatlj/ as old as the worship,: ir/

spirit itself and yet, It wasn’t until 1863 that our first

Thanksgiving prooXamation was issued, Then, as now,

•esap was upon our country. And, interestingly enough, Mha.%

^resident Abraham Linclon aald then, seems equality true and

fitting today, 79 years later, These are his words? ’’Needful

diversions of wealth and strength from the fields of peaceful

industry to the national defense have not arrested the plow, ttf

shuttle, or the ship; the a^te has enlarged the borders of oiat

settlements; and the mines, as weal as of iron and coal e.a of ti

precious metals, have yielded even more abundantly than here-to

fore. Population has steadily increased notwithstanding the

waste that hj-s been made in the oaip, tho siege, and th©

battlefield; and the country, rejoicing in the consoiouoness o;! -

augtaented strength and vigor, is permitted to expect aontinufin- '

of years with large increase of freedom. , .No human counsel

hath devised, nor hath any mortal .hand worked out t.nese gi^'oet

things. They eu*e the gracious gifts of the most hig.h God,

while dealing with us in anger for our slags, hath nevertheless;

remembered mercy”, .. .Thus spoke Abraham Lincoln nearly 8C year?’

ago on the eve of the first national Thaji-ksgiving Cay...

(.MORS)
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Ai'NCUWOEH COiVTD: An-l ao^» to the Pine '^’onc? -Kar ger Station and our
|

’•

j

friends Hanger Jlia Bobbins, and hie wife, 3»ss, Assistant Far.gci'

Jerry ^ulck and Jerry* s sweetheart, the local oc]iool®a* aui, Iter;/

Halloway. It seems that everybody* feels pretty good about

Thanksgiving. .. everybody except Jim, that le* Jim feels h;-;
^

just cause for complaint. Well, here they ere,
ft

JIM: (FADINCJ IK) Doggone it, Bess. This is the first time 1 oa:.i

remember that we* re not goln*^to l:iave Thanksgiving dinner at

home.

BiCSS: NoTrj, Jim...

JIM: You might have prepared me for the sad news at lsa8t...Sut no,

you V7ait unt^ the morning of Thanltsgiving Day to tell me...

OURBy: It*c a surprise, don’t you see, Jirn?
I

IVRjT; (WEIS?EI\S) Jerry, you fool...
'

JIM: Huht !

I

(H/iSTILY) Jerry lasane, Jim, is that we thought you‘d enjo *

i

eating oat this once, and we decided not to tell you’ 'till tli
'

i

last minute. I

JIM: But all that shopping you’ve been doing this vreek? I f,igured
j

all the time It vae turkey and the flxin s you were buying.

BESS; (LAUdHIHG) No, Jim. I vras shopping for Christmas, early,, lii^ ?

everybody should do this year.

JERRY: (CHUCKLING) Yeah, Jim. That was no turkey in that big pneka ^

I bet it was your new suit of hef-vy underwear...

JERRY, BESS AND MARY LAUGH
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(SARCAvSTIC-U^LY) Very funnjr. Very funny.
i

Aw, Jin, It’s not such a tragedy, leaving to eat out, I got an

idea you’ 11 enjoy it more then you. .

.

(H/lSTILY) .And think of all the work it v/111 save Mrs, Hobblns.

Well, I’ll have to agree there s somethin* "tJo theit.
‘

Oh, I don*t mind cooking. It’s just that, .well. thought it ./c
'

x^rould be nice to go out today.

Sure, we* II get to see a lot of the folks in town ani...

(HASTILY) Excuse me, Jerry. Hm you get my' sweater? I’m a

bit chilly.

Huh? Oh, sure, sure, (GOING OSE-) It's in the hall, len* t it?

VJhat did Jorry mean about eeeln* a lot of folksMn town, Bi-ss?

Oh, X imagine Jerry meant that people will be out walking,

enjoying the vreather. It* 8 such a lovely day. That‘s always :

on a holiday, to see and talk with people. And to ooumt oi r

blessings together.

1 thllnk all of us have many reasons to be tii£tnl-:ful t.hie year.

(COillNG ON) You’re rightf about that Mary, Here, want youi

sweater?

TharJc you, Jerry.

Look at the way things are perking up for the Allies. Araer lo.ra 7

can be thankful for that, all rightl

Yeah. But like Churchill said, we gotta remember this is jist

the end of the beginning and not necessarily the beg.Uinlng of il,.

end.
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I tiilnl-7, I*3J most thankful today because we*?e all still tog;©thf:i

here, the four of ug; In good health and serving our country

to the best of our particular abilities.

Amen to that, Bess. And now, J4ary, what are you most thanii.fv.l

for today?

Well, Mr. ^ebbing, most thankful I believe because of
I

the well-being that^s evident this year in our little Qommi'nlty

of Winding Creek.

What are you. driving at, Mary^

Well, you see... Even though we find ourselves In the middle' of

a cruel and terrible war, the people of Winding ^reek face tM.r

winter with confidence and faith. In spite of necessary

rationing and other inconveniences, nobody will go hungry in

Winding Creek, nobody w»lll lack warm clothing, nobocij" will

lack work.

That* 3 a splendid thought, Mary. And, when everything* s said

and done shouldn't wonder but tiiat It’s about the seme in laon.

American oornmunities. We can Indeed be* thankful for timt.. W 2

Americans.

1*11 go along with you on that, Bess. I Just hope folks all cw.?:

this country xflll take time today to do what we’re doing. I ;jui

hope folks will count their real blessings today instead oT

counting their fojioled grievances. Nine times oiita ten we’v© so

a lot more to be grateful for than we have to complain about.

Gosh, but isn’

t

that the truth, though.
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JIM:

Kjm:

BESS

:

JEHRr:

JIM:

BBSS :

You ware talking about Winding C^eek, Mary. I wonder if i;Ke

folks here realise that the etrength of our little town cones

from the forest all around them.

You would think of that, Jim

Yes. I wonder if the folks here realize. ..If they appreciate

the fact that it*

s

this forest that's mostly responsible, In c

way or. another, for the things you mentioned, Mary? For food,

and clothing through work In the forest; for warmth becaus'^ of

vrood from the forest?

I*ra sure they must realize that,* Robbins.

Of course they do, Jim.

‘3ood old modest Jim as always. Rc talks about the forest, he

does, but not one xvord about the fact tliat it talces a well-man

forest to dish out all those things end keep on providing thtn

year after year.

VJell, it’s ray J|ob to manage the Pine ^one district the best wa

I can, Jerry. Rut it takes the forest Itself to diE,t out s.s

you put it, the necessary things of life.

Oh dearl Look at the time. Vie ought to get started to tc'-n.

You don* t really mind, do you, Jim? Next Thanksgiving, X pron

we'll eat at home. But today, well, today ^111 have to bo ar^

exception.
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It $ all right, Bes£5. G-ood f^ravy, after the way I s'poated off

about courtin’ our blessings iri9t(.'ad of our grievances, you do::,

think I’m gonna kick about eating out, do you'2 ( CHlTCI<XIMG-5 I*’J .*

might be klnda fun at that. . .But 1*11 bet you one tl:ij.ng, Curry.
5

I* IT bet you a turkey leg we don^t get to see many folks

dotmtown away I'roiB their homes today.

Mister, 1*11 take that bet... and. ..

Jerry*.

Holy smokes, what did I say wrong now?

bet him alone, Mary. C*mon, Bess, let's set the pace for thes'^

youngsters. We want to get to town before the tiirkBy runs oui'

ALL UMU OUT

PAU3?1

FAD:^ in footsteps, SUSTAIN

JIM; Heyt Where we going? This alnt the way to Ma Orady* a eating

place. There* s nothing down this way but the Community c^nte*-^

M-m-m. Smell this orlpp air, will yuh? Nothing like a biisk

walk to get up an appetite.

You, can walk all you w^ut to, Jerry. Me, I’m hungry as a bca:.

right now. Tell me, Bees, vjhat' q the* idea of coming do^m here'

JERHY:

MARY:

JERTIY;

JIM:

CEBRY:

Jll'i

;

BE8S:

JIF

Oh. ..we just thought it would be nice to come this way. s
o

all, Jim.

Okay. Okay*. .(CHUCKLES) Jerry, how’s it going to feel not to b?

able to nibble on a turkey leg this Thank.egivlng? We haven’

t

met a soul.. or do ^ have to remind you? This oughta teach you

not to bet with an old expert on human behavior.
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JERBZ;

JIMS

(LAUGHS) Oh STeah?

What you laughing aVout?
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19.
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21 .

22.
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23.

24.

iUHY; (HA3TILY) Look, Here's the community center*. Let’s go in an^

see it they've finished that lit&le libr*ax*y room they ifare

v/o::*king on, shall we?

I think that's a splendid idea.

All right, but when do we,.,

Corae on, I'll get the door, (XHOB lUHNS, 3X)0B CREA;:3 OPEI'i)

In with you, Jim. '

0 ioaUS OF VOICES: "There's Jim",.. "Hyah Jim" . .
. "Hurrary for Jim Robbins"

(SING) For he's a jolly good fellow, for he's a Jolly good

fellow, for he's a Jolly good fellow, as nobody can deny.'

C:iO*.;D CHELrtS, SUSTAIN CH03VD NOISE

^^ey' Vftiat's going on here? ’^hy, there's And^f Goodman and Frank

Thompson and Al Perkins and Matt Woody, . .Looks like the whole

doggonned town's here. Women and children and all.

(OFF) Howdy, Jim, Glad you could make it. Come in. Come in.

Don't stand there in the door. It took us all morning to heat

this place.

dure, go on, Jim. I'll close the door,

D(JOL. 3LaM3 shut

Look at those tables will you? And all the turkey and

vegetables and steaming bowls of stuffing and gravies, . .and

hot rolls and, .

.

-/hat about those pumpkin piss? Boy, is this something, Jin,

or l3 it?

[<r

.

JTfUiX:

25 .
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:u JIM;

2,

.3.

4. B2S3:

S.

I*

7. JIM:

'3.

3.

10, ato::

11, JIM:

19. ANDY:

IZ.

14,

lo

.

13.

1?,

16.

13. JIM;

ANDY;

21, Cao^VD NOISE

2;L

23,

24,

25.

Bees, you knew about this and e^^srybody else knew '^oo, dicin’;;

they? Kverybody except me, vraat’.-i the big Idea, an:/v;ay? /nd

everybody standing around grinning at me. .

Mr. Goodman Is in charge, Jim- All we had to do was to get yow,

here on time and we did that. Now you better ask M;r. Good man

to explain-

Andy, v;hat in blazes Is this? I sure think It* a fine seeing

all these folks here at the Gomrnunlty Center and those tables

full of good things to eat, but what*s It all about?

This is 'Thanksgiving Day, alii*t it, Jim?

Yeah, sure but...

'.Veil, fo^-ks In a lot of coJimiunlties all over the oo^intry .are

getting together this way. It*s an expression of good

neighborlines s and an occasion for giving thanks for the

year’s blessings. It *8 a kind of new Idea - a Thanksgiving

Hiarvest observance that got its start down in Klsstasippf,

earlier this faXl...’rfe decided to do the same thing here ;ln

I'lnding Creek,

1 see.

(CALLS) '^iulet, folks. Q.uiet a minute.

SUBSIDES
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Pfvgc 3.1

AJCDY j

BEi33:

Amni

JDI:

F*ol}ca, Ji.n here wants to know what this Is al3w about, so I’m

gonna try to tell him*., Well, all over* the country folks *re

grateful for a good season’s crops - for a bountiful harvest.

Here in v.'inding Creek we’re grateful for a bountiful harvest

too, even though It’sadifferent kind of hainrest. . . You see,

Jlra, we’re still a little old lumbering tom whatever anyoie

else may say, hie know it and what’s more we appreciate whi t

our forest has done for us, for every man, women, mid child

In this rcora,..

Isn’t that ^tfonderful, Jim?

(HU3KILy) Yeah, it sure le, Bess,

It’s the forest th?!.t built our tom, and the forest is keepin

it going, ..the Pine Cone K.^tional Forest, Jim., Our men have

had work, most of our homes are built out of the vjoocl from

the forest, our kids have been helped along to good education

because of the forest. And talie those boys of ours, may Gcd

keep them, those boys from 'ilndlng Ci*eek who are sitting down

to Thanksgiving dinner over seas today. , .why they got their

health and strength and good character out of our forest ar^d

nobody can say different. We owe a lot to the forest, Jlra.

Even more this year than ever, ve figure...

That’s fins, Andy, Mi^ty fine. And so today, you’re giving

thanks for the forest, huh?
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AWDY:

n.AilY;

JtiRllY;

MARY;

A.>3DY:

(SIXIiLY './ITH EMPHASIS) Yes, Jlin. ’ie*re giving tharilia for the

forest and to von for the way yoa’ve handled this Pine Crnc

National Forest for us all these years. (CROWD SPPljAUDS) I

don^t reckon I need to say much more than that. It ml^t.

well... It might klncia embarrass both of UB...3ell, we’ve beon

waiting for you to get here, and now.,,

(SOTTO) 7-jook at Mr, Hobbins, Jerry, He has teras i;i hils eyea.

(30TT0) Yeah. .it's a fine tribute, all right. You :now, X

don’t believe I’m gonna Insist on collecting that bet now,

Mary. He can keep his turkey leg, after this .

(LIGHTER) You silly.

We want you to give the blessing, Jim,

30UND OF 3HUFFLING, CROWD MURMUR 3UB3IDE3

JIM I (GIiEAiRS THROAT) On this day of Thanksgiving, Lord, we are

grateful to you for ^ many things... for these splendid men,

women and children so happily gathered together here, for thl:'.

plentiful food, for the forest of living trees that ha.s made

(FADE) this wondeful day possible...

Md3IC IN UNDER LA3T LINE OP ABOVE

MUJIC UP FOa.FINiiLE

ANNOUNCER; And now, from Uncle Sam’s forest Rangers to all of you; A

Happy ihanksglving.’ *rni.s program has been a netv/ork

presentation with the cooperation of the Forest Service, Unitt; 1

States Department of Agriculture.

^'5. fr;^Bk:4:00
11/33/42
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