
“Imagine a world in which 

every single human being 

can freely share in the 

sum of all knowledge. 

That's our commitment.” 
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Some themes 

• digital literacy 

• skills for the knowledge economy 

• open practice/ “how open is it?” 

• open access to research 

• learners as producers 

• mass learning (immediate, everywhere, for 
free) 

• learning analytics 
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Computer 1 
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Computer 2 
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Me 

Twitter: @mlpoulter 

Email: martin.poulter@wikimedia.org.uk 
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“There is something fundamentally appealing 
about the notion that out of millions of heads 
can come information […] larger than the sum 
of its parts. Imagine if the world’s people could 
write poetry or make music together; these are 
unbelievable ideas.” 

 

 

—Mahzarin R. Banaji, (then) President of the 
Association for Psychological Science, 2010 
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"If you're serious about ensuring public engagement in your 

research then you need to make damn sure your work can 

be incorporated into Wikipedia. Wikipedia is the most 

important engagement channel for your research." 

—Cameron Neylon, Public Library of Science 

 

 

"The key challenge for the scholarly community [...] is to 

work actively with Wikipedia to strengthen its role in 'pre-

research.' We need to build stronger links from its entries 

to more advanced resources that have been created and 

maintained by the academy." 

—Casper Grathwohl, Oxford University Press 
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“My colleagues tell me that they are invited to contribute 
to over half a dozen different encyclopedias each year and 
I have no doubt that that is because publishers have 
correctly figured out that there’s money to be made 
selling these tomes […] that will sit on library shelves 
gathering dust.” 

 

“Instead of (or in addition to) writing for these types of 
publications, why not contribute to Wikipedia?” 

 

—Mahzarin R. Banaji, (then) President of the Association 
for Psychological Science, December 2010 
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Some article hit rates 

Article Monthly hits 

Asperger Syndrome 426,803 

Henry VIII of England 438,855 

Volcano 160,940 

Habeas Corpus 123,500 

John Locke 179,382 

Lymphoma 226,934 

World War I 516,579 

Dependent and independent variables 220,831 
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(from English Wikipedia) 

I gratefully acknowledge funding from, but do not speak for, Jisc and Wikimedia UK. 



10 I gratefully acknowledge funding from, but do not speak for, Jisc and Wikimedia UK. 



11 I gratefully acknowledge funding from, but do not speak for, Jisc and Wikimedia UK. 



Google searches for “Confirmation bias” 
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Vision of Britain homepage 2009 by GBHGIS Group, University of Portsmouth, CC-By-SA 
Keble College, Oxford, Dimitri B., CC-By Iraqi medical students… U.S. Army photo, Public Domain 

Research outputs Universities 

Learners 

Skills; Scholarship; Low-cost 

The world 

Subject knowledge; skills; motivation 
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The famous frog 

“Frog diamagnetic levitation.jpg” by Lijnis Nelemans via Wikimedia Commons 
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What you wouldn’t do 
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(1) 

• Someone has recently had a conference 

presentation published, and is adding it as an 

external link to many different articles in the 

same subject area.  
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(2) 

• In the overview article for a subject, a new 

user has added a paragraph saying that a 

particular new paper provides the first 

“rigorous and systematic” theorisation of the 

topic. 
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(3) 

• Across dozens of articles related to your 

academic subject, short statements are being 

added, often with poor grammar and poor or 

non-existent sourcing. Some are subjective 

comments on the topic or statements copied-

and-pasted from other sources on the web. 
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Wiki-to-Journal 

and 

Journal-to-Wiki  
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