D. D. 1500-A-1

Letter from Admiral H. R. Stark to aAdmirel J. 0. Richardson
18 January 1940, .

18 Jenuery 1940,
Deer Joe: As of possible interest to you I am enclosing the

General Boerd's report on organizeation of the Navy Depasrtment,
Will be glad tec get your comments if ana when you get time.

I will drop entirely the question of Captain Smith coming to
the PENNSYLVAI'IA for the purpose of acquiring CincC background
on war plans,

Before he starts Fest I will ask him to ask you for an eppoint-
ment so that you may send back any general thoughts you may wish .
to of a confidential nature which would be usefuvl to all of us, '
In this connection I have a letrter from Tormy Hart, just recelved,
in which he thinks the situation in the Fer Fast is very serious
and that this year may prove to be a crucial and critical one.

As I heve written Bloch, and rs you undovbtedly know, I have
continually asked him to bear in mind whet 1s going on to the
Westward which in this particular period in this olad world's
history may be far more important to us than the trovbles in
.urope, especially if semething should break and break quickly
and without warning., It is something, in my humble opinion, for A
which you should be mentally prepzred, Anything in this wide

world I can do to help, of course I will; that is my only reason

for existing here, Incidentally by officer messenger or other-

wise, I would be glad to know what your thoughts e#re in that

connection so that I may be in harmony and may be able to trans-

mit them to higher authority if they should be asked,

Hope the Army Maneuvers heve been greatly beneficial., The
President is intensely interested in our working closely with
them in all ways, and the puil-together here in the Department

1s very close,
Best wishes to you all as ever

Sincerely,
/S/ BETTY,

Adriral J, O, RICHARDSON, U. S, Navy,

Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet,
USE "Pennsylvania,"
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