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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR BAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al

_'v's-
AFFIDAVIT OF

ARAKI, Sadao, et al WATASE, Ryosuke

WATASE, Ryosuke, being first duly sworn in accordance with
the customs observed in his nation, deposes and statos as follows
That at the present time I am employcd by tho Tokyo
Mainiochi Press as a member of their staff, as Chisl of the
Investigation Board of tha Editor Bureau. I have boen asked
if I am acquainted with the accuscd DOHIHARA, Kenji, and if I
wore familiar with his asctivitims immediately following tho
Lukouchino Incident of 7 July 1937 (12¢h year of Shown?.
At thot timoe I hold tho post of Vice Chief of the Political
Dopartmont of the Osaka Mainichi Pross and shortly after
July 7, 1937, to be oxact nn July 14, 1937, I arrivod ot
Tientsine. Tho Chinn Incidont had not boen settlod loecally and,
as I roeall, one of the cbjects then in mind was for tho
Atrmy to advance towards Pouting. The operation was under the
direct command of Lt. Gen. KATSUKI, Kiyoshi, who initiated the
anctions and was in active, command of the offensive operations.
As I roeall, thore were throe divisions, ono under the com-
mand of Gone TANI, Hisac, who took tho central =?fonsive nlong
the Ching-Han lins. This was the 6th Division, Lt., Gen. KAWAGISHI,
Bunzabure was on the right of the border botween Hope and
Shanhsi Provinces, while Lt. Gon, DOHIEARA meoved en tha loft
in the direction of Kuan and Kanching, moving almost south
toward Pouting, ‘
I was attached to the correspondent work with the
Teni unit and consequently on the march to Pouting I was not
in a position to observe General DONIHARA. However, our
move waAs successful and without Enoountering any major
opposition we, that is the Tani unit, entered into the
fortress of Pouting on Sepberber 24, 1937. The unit
under the command of General DOHIHARA entered the following
daye As soon as I learned General DOHIHARA had arrived,
I went to visit him at his command headquarters, whore I
held a conversation lasting over = period of approximately two
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to hope that the attack on Pouting would concludo Japan'sg
@ction against China; that the original incident, rogrottablo
85 1t was, had aroused the Japanese to the point where
further action unquestionably would have to be taken, He
told me that tho National Government would certainly
continue to resist ang that the only alternative wasg for

tho Japanese Army to withdraw of its own accord, and it 4 iaq
not appear that any such action would be taken by thosge

in command. When asked how far hno bolioved Japan would

have to advancs, he answered in substance, that since such
concditions had ecome to pPaEs as I, gg g correspondent,

had observed, that Japan has no way but to continue to
attack, because the Chinese torritory is boundless and it
was impossbble for him &n state hoW far he belicved Japanese
forees would bo required to gos Ha said there were many
great difficultios baforo +the Japanese and that no hasty
indgment onuld be formed. However, he dig state that the
Chinese publiec, gasg distinguished from the Central Govern-
ment, coruld not be ¢cneidered as snemios of Japan and tha ¢
to considor them ns such would be n great mistaks, Bdlieving
Such to be true, he had placed rigig discipline on his
troops with reference to tha treatmont of Chinesg civilians;
that he had warned his forees not to harass the Chinesg
public opr nen-belligerents, anad that €spaecially in timeo of
boattle his subordinates wereg not to injure tho gcneral
feeling of the Chinese publie. He stnted that it wag

his policy to Strictly punish, oY military discipline,

thoss who conductpg themse lves in Any menner so as to harass
the peanceful Eeneral public undar Any situation that was

?pt absoéutal r3oessary, in order to Safeguard their own
AvVes en Eer Ye 9 stated that this policy would be

Put in practiece within is jurisdiction because Japan shoruld
dever cause the genaral Chinese public to become her enemy.
In short, Genernl DOHIHARA was deeply worried about the
future of the Sino-Japanese Wer, was willing to +allk about
it, and Cisplayed, by his actions, hig feelings in the
matter. He was genuinely concerned over the onormous damage
which would inevitably result to the Chinese public,
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I was particularly improssed with the fact that Gonoral
DOHIHARA did not display a single sign of pleasure as a result
of the victorious attack on Poutinge On the contrary, I
observed his deep worry about the future as caused by the
incidents At the same tire, after my interviow with
General DOHIHARA, I felt that I had come closer in touch
with the real nature of tho Sino-Japanese war than ever
beferes I came to sericusly consider that Japan had now
reached the moment when she must reconsider the then curfont
situation. Genoral DOHIHARA's interview had a prof ound
effoct upon my understanding of Sino=-Japnancse relationsa.

Subsequently I was not attached +to General DOHIHARA 's
unit but I had many friends who were, and while I did not
question his sincerity, I was interestod tc soe 1hc+hor heo
would continue the policy towards the Chine s nacnle whiech
he had outlined. I had many friends who wera s:th
DOHIHARA's unit from time to timo and in my coas>rsations
with them they verified that not only did he curry out the
policy, but as a matter of fact so strict was ha with
reforence to his subordinates in carrying out the nolicy
which he had outlined that thero was often some discatisfaction
among his *ronps, and that they sometimes cpenly stated +to
the correspondonts that it appoared as though General
DOHIHARA loved the Chinese more than he did his own §oldiers,
and that he might traat them a little more Iiverally,
especially in war time. It is true there was diesetisfaction
with General DOHIHARA's troops and that it was goacrully
attributed to the strict control which ho oxorcisod with
reference to the treatment of non-combatarnts, It 5 also
a fact that this strictness on tho part of Gounoral DOHIHARA
became widely known ameng the Chinese public and it is algo a
fact that they would remain in their homes wheon Gonernl DOHIH&RA
made an advance into their territorys As a result of that
troatment, it is also true that+ sne Chinese public supplied
provisions and Tabor and nth-T wise asgsisted General DOHIH.ARL's

unit.
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On this 19 day of August 1947

At Tokyo
: DEPONENT Ryosuke WATASE (soal) y

“ » L %lgiigp'eﬁ#ﬁﬂ-hereby certify that the abovs
statemont was sworn by the Deponet, who affixed Iiis signature
and seal thereto in the presence of this wituos<: -

On the same dato

Witnesss (signed) Einjiro OHFD (soal)

_ﬂ—

OATH

In accordance with my conscience .I swear to tell the
whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothinge

/s/ Ryosuke WATASE (seal)




