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[HTZREOGATION NO. (US3ES 295) Place: ToXyo
NaV NO, 66 Date: 7 November 1945

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division.
Subject: MIDVAY-ZAS ERN SOLOMON5>-PHILIPPINES (Miscellaneous Notes)

Personnel interrogated and backgrounc of eeach:
Ceptzin 75UDn, diroaki, IJN, Captain 15ULDA was the Chlefl
Nzvigetor of the HYUGA from September 1941 to Februcry 1943.
He wzs also Chief utavigator on the Yola:O from Februsry 1943

to Tebruesry 1945. He is now attached to the Hydrographic
Jf*1ee in TORYOQ,

Ceptain INQUYRE, Isamu, IJN. Captein INOUYE ves a mem™er of

the Training Depasrtment of Air Headquarters from November

1939 +o November 1941. He was flizht Cemmanding Officer a-
bo: rd +he CHITOSE from November 1941 to September 19425 from
Sepremher 1942 to ilarch 1944 Captain INOUYE was Staff Officer
5t the YOEOSUKA, Naval Bese, he was also Commanding Officer

of YOil0SUKa air Group. He also served as Staff Officer of the
10th znd 15th air Group at K«>UMINGUR&, “rom May 1945 up to
the present time,

Commander SHIBaTa, Otokichi, IJN. Commander 3HIBATA was Staffl
Of ficer of tie South V.est ar-a Fleet fro~ August 1942 "o June
1943, He was atteched to the Nevy Department from september
1943 *> July 1944; he vas Steff Officer of tae 5th Escort Convoy
1a MOJI Zrom auzust 1944 to September 1944, Commander oHIbBALA
ig & 8taff @fTicer of the Hezdquarters of Shipping.

Lieuntenent Commander NISHIKAWA, IJN. Gunnery A7Ticer on MOGAMI
(CA) et MIDWAY.

Where interviered: Room 528, MEJI Bwilding.
Interrogetor: (‘aptein C,., Shends, USN,
Interpreter: Lt. (jg) R.P. Brown, USNR.
Allied Officers Present: None
SUMMARY
This interrogation consists of miscellaneodus aotes pertain-

ing to the Battle of MIDWAY, HZastern SOLOMONS and the PHILIPPINES.
Its purpose is to sunplement ether interrogations on these battles.
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RESTRICTED
TRANSCRIPT

Transcript of Interrogation (Captain TSUDA, Captéin INOUYE, Commender
SHIBATA and Lieutenant Commander.)

Captain TSUD4, Hiroaki, IJN

Q. What ships were in your formation?

A, We were a supporting group for the KISA-ADAK force. We broke off
from the main body about 1 June and took up a position in the
vicinity of 40 to 44N, 171E where we were 11O intercept any Amer-
ican forces passing through that wvicinity to attaelk either the
KISKA or MIDWAY forces. Our forces included:
>nd (battleship) Squedron-ISE, HYUGA, YAMsSHIRO. Vice Admiral
TOKASU, S,
9th (eruiser) Squadron-KITAGAMI, Ol.
3rd (destroyer) Squadron-SENDal and 12 DDs.

(CVL) ZUIHO and 1 DD.

No. 2 Supply Group: SACREMENTO-MAKU
TORA-MARU
1 DD

Q. Were you ever attacked by alreraft?

A, No. We received a signal on 5 June (zone-9) to go south to MIDWAY
to reinforce the carriers with the main body. We expected cttack
st that time but none was received. After Joining the mein body
we returned to JAPAN instesd of continuing to MIDWAY,

7= O

. What efect did the Battle of MIDWAY heve upon your future plans?

 The RBattle of MIDWAY was the beginning-déf the Japsnese fallure in
the war. I do not meen that this was the decisive battle of the
war, but the loss of our carriers and some >f our best pilots and
of ficers affected us througheout the war. It called for the re-
organizetion of the cerrier divisions and the Naval air force in
ceneral. Due to the loss of ships we were unable to meet tine
Americ=ns in force in the SOLOMONS., A big problem wes the replen-
isment of planes and pilots. Our traning orgcnizetlon wes unable
to keep up with the losses,

Q. Were you on bosrd the YAMATO (BB) when it wes sunk?
A, No, I hcd left it a month before.

Q. Did the damage received from eir cttack on 24 October 1944 effect
the navigation or fighting ebility or the YAMATO?

A, No, it ccused only about one-half knot loss in speed. No damage
wes done to the turrete One hit was on the port side of the bow,
the other amidships on the bow. '

Qe During the battle ecst of Salart on 25 Oeteber, gid 1t recelve any
hited

A, One or two 15cm shell hits in the stern from cruisers. No effect
on the ability of the ship. There were no 21ts on any ship dur=-
ing the battle by destroyer torpedoes.

Q. What caused the demage to the CHOKAI and CHIKUMA?

A. Airereft stteck. On the 26th, Y&MATO received two more hits from
dive bombers cnd also minor damecge from the B-24 attcck. The
bombs from the B-24s did not hit but some landed very near to the
hridge on the starboard side. The fragments did & little demage
to the bridge, killed about 12 men c¢nd wounded about 60, includ=-
ing kdmircl KOYANAGI. The bombs that landed on the port side
were o little farther away so caused no damcge.

Qe What wos your estimete of the speed of the United States cearriers?
A, When they were sighted after we ceme through SAN BEENARDINO STRAILTY
we thought thet they were meking about 20 knots.
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Transcript of Interrogation (Captain TSUDA, Captaln INOUYE, Commander
SHIBATA and Lieutenant Commander NISHIKAWA
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Later on they increased to 30 knots. &Another group was estimated
at 30 knots as they pulled away. '

Q. What action did the Japanese force take after breaking off the
battle at 0930 until 13007

L. From 0930 until 1300 we pursued the carriers into the smoke screen
in an attempt to continue the attack, but by 1300 hed lost contact
Since we were low on fuel we turned north in the hopes of finding
the other group.

Q. Did the.lack of fuel effect your decision to enter LEYTE Gulf?

i, The chicf rezson for not entering the Gulf was the delay resulting
both from hecvy air attacks on the day before and from the engecge-
ment with your cerrier force. The lack of fuel was incidentel.
The principazl reason was the delay. -

Captain INOUYE, Isamu, IJN

Q. Whet wes the mission of the CHITOSE at MIDWAY?

L, We were part of the 11th Flying Squadron which wes going to set up
a seeplane base =2t KURE Island or EsSTERN Island. The KaMIKaWa
MLRU +nd the tenker NICHIEI MaRU were elso with us. We were sta-
tioned cbout 6,000 meters astern of the main transport group. We
were with the convoy when it left SAIPAN,

Q. Were you attzocked during the MIDWiAY Battle?

A. No. The main body of transports ahead of us werc attacked oncec by
horizontsl-bombers during the day of 3 June (zone-l2) and agaln by
torpado plznes during the night of 3-4 June. The only damage re-

norted was during the night attack. We approached to withiniabout

400 miles of MIDWAY then reversed course, joining the main body
later,

Q, Was the CHITOSE present in any other battle?

i, While I wes on it, it was present in the Battle of the EsSTERN
SOLOMONS, 23-25 iAugust 1942. We were zttackcd by two dive bombers
just before sunset the 24th, I think. There were tWo necr misses,

one on the port side astern and one off{ the starboard bow. The

freg ment hit the ship but there were no casualties or damage.

The two destroycrs with us were not attacked.

Commander SHIB:iTA, Otokichil, IJN

Qe What weas vour mis<ion at MIDWAY?

A, CruDiv 7 wes an indirect escort for the transports in a position
rn the flank during the first few days out of GUaM. Later took
up a position between 75 to 100 miles ahead of the transports dur-
irg the approuch to MIDWAIL. 1Tn dhe transport group ohere yere a-
bout 15-16 vessels. Six or eight were special novy transports,
other Army and supply vessels. The CHITOSE (CVS) was also with
this group.

Q. Were vou ever attacked during your approach?
A, CruDiv 7 was not attacked until the retirement. We recelved a

message thet the transports had been attacked, 3 June. L 40 not
know thec circumstences.

Q, What were your orders following the aircraft carrier battle on
4 June?

A, We were proceeding to MIDWAY to attack. During the night a sub-
marine eontact was received, We turned away but the MOGaAMI
collided with the MIKUMi4. The bow of the MOGaMI was badly damaged,
The collison occurgedat about 28N, 179W.
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Q. When did you receive —wour first zir attack?

A,

o e

Lieutens

The 'KUMANO and SUZBYAwere never attacked. We were a few miles
cheed of the MOGAMI and MIKUMA which wepe attacked in the early
morning of 5 June by both horizontel-znd dive-bombers. The ships
were not nit by bombs &t that time. One plane which was hit just
astern of the WIKUMA dove into the deck striking the reszr turret,

Did theat plane sink the MIXKUMA?

No, 1t st:rted fircs and reduced its spced ¢ little. It was loter
suni by other dive-bombers. Since the MIiUils end MOGaMI could
only meke gh~ut 15 knots, the KULiNO and STZUYA increcsed speed
toeb ut 26 knots and rcijoined the mein body.

Wnat wes vour position in relation to the MOGAMI and MIKUMA when
the IIXUMA senk?®

e were about 5C miles chead., The MOGAMI =nd MIKUMA werz attackad
tw2 or three times b dive~-bombers. No torpedo planecs or horie
zontel-bombers cttacked thst day. Both cruisers md the two destroy-
ers were also hit. The MQGAMI vas hit four or five times by bombs.
I think that the MIKUMA wes hit about ten times in all. One de-
stroyer wes hit in the stern ecrly in the bettle. Not much dcmege
cxecept from fire. The other destroyers wes slso hit in the stern.
Wwe recelved & message saying thet ab-ut helf of the survivors from
the LIXUNa wers killed whcn the secsnd destroyer w:ig hit.,

wnere did you-go efter the MLIUM. wes sunk?

We continued northwest joining the mrin body about 0600, 7 June
(zone-9). We retired to the west, then CruDiv 4 (£LAGO, CHOKAI)
end CruDiv 7, (LUMaNO, ZU4iUYA) broke off from the mzin hody end
went south. Thet was akout 0900, 7 June (z9ne-9). VWe rendezous-
ed wilth the MOGaMI and tvo destroyers at 0600, 8 June., We went
dlrect to TRUK. Leter the MOGhMI returned to JuaPaN.

During the pcriod of retircment viere you zattecked by ¢ ireraf+?
No we were never ettccked, elthough we worried chout it while we
were refueling,

nt Commender NISHIKAWA. IJN

Give o description o>f the MOGAMI-MIXUiia collision end the demege
receli~ed bv the MOGauI =t MIDWAY.

Cruiser Division 7 (Cu), composed of XUiMuNO, SUSUYa, .JILUils =£nd
MOGAMI, Reer Admircl KUﬁIfA, OTC, were an indircct escort for the
trensports of the Bccupation Force. The night following the cor-
rier bettle the heavy cruiscrs werc proceeding towards MIDWAY to
carry out atteck. & submerine contect was reported on our stor-
bozrd bow, an emcrgency turn left was executed by 211 ships but
the HOGAlIL, Itcallidedwith the port quarter of the 1iIXUlia. The bew
of the MOGA4MI was bedly demeged, principelly cbove the woter line
The MIKUMA only suffered minor domoge cbove the weter line. At
0300, 5 June 9. (zone-9) we were ordered to retire. About two
hours latecr we were attcicked by both horizontél-bombers end = few
dive-bombers. No bomb-hits were mcde bv either ztteck but one
plane dove into the dec't of the uILUMa inflicting some demege.

Due to the demage to the il0GaMI and MIKULLA, the other two
crulsers increcsed speed znd turned to the northwest to join the
meln body. The HILUMA aznd MOGalll retired to the west. The next
dey we were attocked by ebout 40 SBDs. The MOGniil rccéived 4
bomb hits killing ebout 100 men, but it wes able to nrvigate and
leter joined the remcinder of the division., The LI Ulia wes sunk.
No horizontecl-bombing ctteocks were rcceived except tac first day

atteck,
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